
ROYAL NAVY’S HEROINE OF THE LIBYAN CONFLICT 
COMES TO TOWN AND OPENS TO THE PUBLIC

HMS LIVERPOOL LIVERPOOL

The Royal Navy’s Type 42 destroyer HMS Liverpool 
will visit London from January 26-31 for the final 
time. For this heroine of the recent Libyan Conflict 
is coming to the end of her 30-year life in the Fleet 
and has embarked on a farewell tour before her 
decommissioning later this year.

Never again will you have the opportunity to tour this 
mighty ship, get up close and personal with the equipment 
which made such a difference to NATO’s efforts in Libya, 
and to chat to the men and women who bravely fought 
during that campaign.

HMS Liverpool sailed at the end of March 2011 to support 
Operation Unified Protector where her tasks included 
enforcing the no-fly zone and conducting embargo 
operations to prevent arms from reaching pro-Gaddafi 
forces by sea.

After taking on her high-tempo mission to protect Libyan 
citizens, HMS Liverpool’s ship’s company spent 81 hours 
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Where:  West India Dock (E14 9SH)
 Nearest Tube Canary Warf 
 Nearest DLR South Quay  

When: Sunday, January 29
Times:  10 am – 4 pm

at Action Stations on 28 separate occasions, was fired at 
and returned fire ten times, and launched 211 rounds of 
illumination and high explosive shells from her 4.5 inch 
gun. These illumination or star shells were fired to light 
up pro-Gaddafi positions for NATO aircraft to identify and 
destroy.

The ship’s company witnessed the siege of Misratah and 
the fall of Tripoli, Zlitan, Al Khums and Sirte to the rebels 
and while enforcing the no-fly zone, Liverpool’s fighter 
controllers spent 360 hours controlling 14 different types of 
aircraft from a number of NATO countries.

Commanding Officer of HMS Liverpool, Commander 
Colin Williams said: “I am immensely proud of my ship’s 
company and the way in which they rose to the challenge 
and reacted to the very real threat posed by pro-Gaddafi 
forces. We became the first Royal Navy ship to be fired 
upon in 30 years and my ship’s company responded by 
putting their training into action, returning fire in self 
defence and destroying enemy positions ashore.”


