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Royal Marines of 5 Troop, Bravo Company, 40 Commando, carry out one of the final patrols around Sangin before ﬁﬁ

Britain formally handed over responsibility for the district to the Americans. See pages 22-23. Ficture: LAPhot) Si Ethell, 40 Cdo
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Divers(e) deployment
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FOUR men clad in khaki, a the sed, small groups have also
desert and a great big ball of  been deploying ro a very different
lire environment.

Army bomb disposal? Could Which brings us 1o the hlast
... (picrred  belowdy in the rugged
fBut there is & clue in the last  terrain near Kajaki in Helmand
clement. The big explosion. the handiwork of the larest quarter

Because Koval Mavy divers like  of RN ordnance explosive experts
nothing more than to hlow things 1o deploy 1o Afghanistan; two of
up — they have told Naty Negs as them can be scen taking shelrer in
much many times in the prst the bottom right of the pircture.

And ‘although clearance divers The team POYDY Ward
are more often found close o ‘Sharky” Peers, LIY Lee Jackson

and AB(IMs Phil Bricrdey and lan
“akud” I{ml.: - are almost ot the
end of their siv-month tour of
dury, during which they have phed
their dongerous trade in Lashkaor
Gigh, Shawgat, Khaamar, Pimon
and Nad-e-Ali

Muvy personnel have been
taking ther place alongside Army
(and latterly RAF} ordnance
disposal experts for uround a vear,
part of the Jomt FPorce Explosive
COrdnance Disposal Group

The tcams are increasinghy
called upon to deal with the threat
of Improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) planied by insurgents,

Kajoki —scene of binter fighting
earlicr in Operation Herrick and
stll a hotbed of Taleban actnaties
was, suys PO Peers, “the place that
everyone wanted to go, where all
our traming could be uuw.'-lh!a'.u!
It one.

“1 think all the Army teams
were @ hit annoyed that it was us
that went up there,”

LI} Jackson added: “Kajaki has
definitely been the best part of
the tour

“We were able to
skills and left the

hone our
arest confident

that we would be sble 1o deal with
.Lnuhms, that was put in front
of us”

Although the way  sailors
md Royal Engineers deal with
unexploded ordnance s prety
much identical, the diwvers had
to go through almost six months
of pre-deployment training o
prepare for the alien environment
of Afghnnistan

They arrived at Lydd ar the
end of Seprember 2009 and were
immediately thrown in ot the deep
end, being asked to patrol down to
the end of the mirfield

“We told them that we'd never
pacrelled before and were met by
o look of confusion, followed by
a few choice words of disbelief,”
said PO Peers

“1 think they expected us Lo
already have these sklls; until we
pointed out that there's not much
call for us to patrol when we're
on board

"“We were definitely at a
disadvantage and obviously our
green skills were lacking, but by

the end of our pre=<deployment
training we were confident and
keen o deploy.”

The divers tully embraced new
experiences - “learning to drive the
Muostifl was definitely 4 highlight
of pre=deployment ruming,” sad
AB Rowe. “Tt really is a hooling
bit of ki..."”

Luckily, the divers have had an
understanding mentor in the form
of Sgt Scort Docherty RE - with a
father and uncle in the RN he was
an honorary matelot as far as the
divers were concerned.

“As [ar az explosive ordnance
disposal goes we were all st the sums
standurd”, said Sgt Docherty

“They might haove felt they didn't
know as much but they weren't a
as much of g dsadvantage as they
thought.

“These guys picked up
everything really quickly, from
weapon handling tests on tnder-
shung grenade launchers to close-
guarters baitle lanes and having
yvour oppos firing Hve rounds juss
to yvour left and right, they were

all overit.”

The sergeant hes jomned the
divers on the ground in Helmand,
as have fellow sappers from 21
Regiment RE.

"1 think the best thing dbout
the counter-1ELY task force i the
joint mamire — the banter is abways
good,™ he continued,

“This is the second dme ['ve
worked with the BN and once
again it's been a pleasure.”

The deployment has not been
without 1ts casualtics

“We've lost some very close
friends throughout this tour,” said
PO Peers

“In"s been very sad, losing some
pood people. That's definitely been
the worst part of the tour™

AB Brierley has very much
fuken o life in Afghanistan - so
much so0 that, with his ability
te speak Pasheu, his tan and his
beard, he has been mistaken for &
local interpreter more than once

However, the junior rate - who
s also the tenm medic - admits
that he does miss the diving.

BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE
MEN’S ASSOCIATION

BLESMA supports all those ex-Service men and women who have lost limbs,

the use of their limbs, or one or both eyes. At the outbreak of World War Il

ond all conflicts since, many Members of BLESMA went to War young and whole.

They came home disabled for life. The Association offers tham the fellowship of shared
experiance, the welfore support they need and have fought for their interests over oll the long
years. Whilst we do not wish fo receive new Members, due o the present situalion and
conflict in Afghanistan and os service |ife takes its inevitable toll, it is unaveidable thet we shall
do so. It is very important therefore that we are here to assist them in their

recovery ond rehobilitation from their injuries.

We receive no Governmenl Grants and rely wholly on
the generosity of the public.

Please consider making o donation now or a legacy in
the Future, however small, to:

Frankland Moeore House, 185-187 High Read,
Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 &NA

Tel: 020 8590 1124

Fax: 020 8599 2932

E: headquarters@blesma.org

Web: www.blesma.org

Plegse consider giving to those that gove so much
and ask for so lite in return
Charily No’s 1084189,
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OU want a stuffed cat
jumping out of a plane
at 10,000ft strapped to
a Royal Marine? You
got it.

You want to swim with turtles {and
sharks) in the azure waters of the
Florida Keys? Sorted.

You wanl to chase drug runners
around the Caribbean by helicopter
and hovercraft? | think we can manage
that.

You want to attend the court of the
mighty King Neptune? No problem.

You want 1o don your best war paint
for a flight deck tug of war? Yup, we
can do that.

A ceremonial entry inte Rio? Aye,
that's on the menu.

Leap out of landing craft or rapid
rope on to white crystal sands of a
Brazilian beach? Piece of cake.

All in a month's work for Britain's
biggest warship, HMS Ocean.

While the rest of the Auriga task
group turned for home when the
amphibious exercise ended in August,
the Mighty O stayed behind in the
States for some mid-deployment TLC
before the second phase of her five-
month 2010 sortie,

That four-week spell in Mayport
permitted downtime for the hundreds
of men and women aboard,

And what do you do if you've got
leave in Florida? You head to Las
Vegas, of course. Or Washington. New
York. San Francisco. New Orleans. LA.

For those Mighty Os who stayed
in the Sunshine State there was the
chance to leam to dive in pools in the
Keys before heading Into the opan
waters of the Caribbean to swim with
sharks and turtles.

Or, like Capt Andy Pugsley RM, in
charge of Ocean's landing craft, you
can make for Deland (it's about 20
miles from de sea — sormmy) and tandem
skydive with Ocean’s mascol Ship's
Cat (the name's a giveaway). Both
survived the jump (the cat apparenthy
landed on its feet...).

Sadly you can't scuba or skydive
for ever (unless you're a scuba or
skydiving Instructor, of course) so it
was back to the Mighty O and back to
sea for the first foray into the Caribbean

Putting the

in three years.

Ocean’s stay In these waters
was relatively brief — but she used
the passage o scour the area for
drug-runners, working with the Joinl
Inter-Agency Task Force, the US-led

nisation overseeing the war on
ilega! narcotics in the Caribbean
reglon.

Il that’s not exciting enough, well
there's always a spol of phys.

MNow you could run a half marathon
faz WO Plant did to help fTamilies with
children born with birth defects), Or
Eou could run a 30-mile yomp in full

it on the gym treadmills {as RM
Captains Abouzeid and Beete
did for the RANAM Benevolent
Trust). Or you could organise a
maore leisurely (and, let's face
it, fun) horse racing night
{as arranged by the POs/
Sergeants” Mess for Castle
Green Community School in
Sunderiand). The net total of
all this sweat and beers (the
latter at the race night)? A cool
£2,500,

And so to the Southermn Allantic -
possibly for the first time in her 12-year
caregr — as the camer made for Rio
for a spotl of defence diplomacy and
exercises with the Brazilian Mavy.

With the usual fanfare those who'd
not crossed the Equator before were
hauled in front of King Neptune and
his. court for the age-old ‘crossing the
line' ceremany.

After the fun, the formalities. It's a
good 2,000 or 50 miles from the Equator
to Brazil's most famous port. Plenty of
time to practise drill and ceremonial
sunsat for the official reception and
iron those whites for Procedure Alpha
into Rio Harbour,

A British capital ship sailing into Rio
is & once-in-a-lifetime moment.

S0 luckily the ship's official
photographer LA Guy Pool was aloft in
a helicopter to record the cccasion.

He's been here before, many moons
ago in HMS Endurance in his pre-
photographer days.

The leading hand and the Lynx crew
were afforded some stunning views
as Ocean glided past P3o de Aglcar
— Sugar Loaf Mountain - with the
outstretched arms of Jasus (in the form

of the statue of Chrst the Redeemer)
welcoming her from the Corcovado.

Thera are some things money can't
bay...
in fact, Ocean made two entries
Into Rio - the first a shortish affair, the
second a longer, mora formal visil.

The stops In  the famous  city
bracketed one of the main reasons for
this rare foray into such waters for the
assault ship: an amphibious landing on
an isthmus some 50 miles west of Rio.

Aboard Ocean are the Royal
Marines of 539 Assaull Squadron -

men whose skills are honed to a
1" after amphibicus war games
involving the RN and US Mavy

on the Eastern Seaboard during
the summaer,

The commandos were
joined by their Brazilian

counterparts = 100 marines
from 3rd Infantry Battalion,
Amphibious Division — for
a three-day joint exercise
{beach landings, rapid roping
from helicopters, lots of camo,
Eareen berets shouting “argh” with
their best war faces - typical BM fare),
while Ocean played host to Brarilian
sallors from BENS Rio De Janeiro.

The Brazilian marines proved to be
“a professional and impressive force”
in the words of Ocean’s CO Capt Keith
Blount.

The Os and commandos offered up
their amphibious expertise, carrying
out drills with the Brazilian mannes
and pilots, before gaing ashore by sea
(landing craft, offshore raiding craft
and hovercraft) and air (Lynx} on the
lush island of Marambaia.

“It's exciting to be working with the
Brazilians = we don't do it very often
and it makes you think differently about
how you might go about your job,"” said
PO{ET} Matt Christie.

“To be able to expenence such
amazing places around the ward is one
of the main attractions of the job - and
this is an amazing part of the world.

He adds a caveat however: " we
don't camry out our rmoles propery it
affects the team, so in that sensa it is
business as usual.”

Still, there are worse places In
the world to be conducting 'usual
business’...
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Piohre: Sarah Yoen, DMOG

our thougl

THE Royal Marines of 40
Commando have passed
the responsibility for
security in Sangin over to
their American comrades
as part of a shake-up
of the Coalition effort in
Afghanistan.

The transfer of authority,
first announced by Defence
Secretary Dr Liam Fox in July,
is the last piece in the jigsaw
which has seen o rebalancing of
ISAF (International Security
Assistance Force) personnel
across Helmand Province.

It follows an increase in [SAF
and Afghan security forces in
Helmand over recent months and
will ensure an equal dismbution of
[SAF forces amongst the Afghan
population hving there

Handing over Suangin  will
allow UK forces to focus their
effort o central Helmand, where
they will continue o  mount
counterinsurgency  operations,
working alongside the Afghan

Picturs. LAIPhot) Sl Ethall

MNational Security Forces
@ Clockwise from top left: Two Royal Marines from 40 Cdo cool off in a compound during an operation AMSEF) -
‘\ r in Sangin; B Coy 40 Cdo operating with armoured vehicles in the desert oulside Sangin; a Royal from Britsh forces have been n

Dalta Coy, 40 Cdo, greets a local boy with a high five in Sangin during a joint ANA-ISAF operation to clear  Sangin, a kev ecconomic and
insurgents from a Taliban stronghold; a patrof by the Pofice Mentoring Troop, including an Amernican  ransport hub, sinee 2006, helping
Female Engagement Team and an Army influence officer, pass a school in Sangin —and pick up an extra 1 provide security against the
member; one of the Police Mentoring Team catches up with news back home; a member of the Police  Taliban insurgency on behalf of
Mentoring Troop greels a colleague from the Afghan National Folice during 8 routing patrol around the  the Government of Afghanistan
Sangin bazaar — dary which came ar a price in
terms of Ines lost,

The Royals of 40 Cdo, currenthy
deployed with 4 Mechanised
Brigadle, passed on the baton to
the US Marine Corps.

Dr Fox said: ® Brinsh forces have
served in Sangm over the last four
vears and should be very proud of
the achievements they have made
in anc of the most challenging
arcas of Afghamistan.

“The level of tacrifice hos been
hugh and we should never forget
the many brave tfroops who have
st their lives in the pursuit of
SUCCESS in an international mission
roated firmlv in our own national
security in the UK

“The handover of Sangin by
UK forces represents sound
military ranonale and reflects the
increase of both ISAF and Afghan
forces aceoss Helmand over the
course of the past year

“British troops will redeplov to
central Helmand, in support of
ISAF's main effort, where they
will conrinue w lead the hght
agmnst the insurgency and asist
in building a smable and secure
Afghanistan that can smand on s
own two feer.”

Ma} Gen Gordon Messenger
R, the Chief of the Defence Staff's
Strategic Commumcations Officer,
smid: “Hritish troops redeploving
from Sangin are handing over a
strang, foreard-looking operation
which has, over the last four vears,
ensured that the authonty of the
Afphan Government exists even in
an area that the Taleban regard as
their heartband
Picture- LAIPHo1) 51 Sl *Ohur troops operating in Sangn
hive been taking the Oght 1o the

e ]

Pichire: LAPRot] Si Ethall
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1ts and minds forever’

Talehan and by doing -so have
reduced the threat of wviolence
spreading elsewhere.

“The progress and momennim
in central Helmand would not
have been possible withour their
endeavour and sacrifice

“It Is and will continue o be
a challenging arca because of
s strategic importance 1o the
Afghan Government, 1SAF and
rthe  mmsurgency: — that s why
ISAF forces will remain there w
build upon the progress already
achieved by UK forces™

L2 Col Paul James, CO of 40
Cido, said: *It's been a hard fHight
for 40 Cdo in Sangin, but we have
achieved much,

“We have sought to protect the
loeal people ansd have worked hard
o support the Afghan National
Security Forees."

Lt Col James continued:
“The bazaar itself, central to the
economy. of the arca, is thriving
and 4 much more bustling place
than when we armived, with new
shops opening all the time.

“There is still work to do,
and we are confident that our
American partners will build on
what we have achieved

“We have lost brave marnnes,
but we will do them proud and
return home with our heads held
high."”

District Governer of Sangin,
Mohommad Shanf, said: “The
attitude, service, and sacrifice
that has been paid by the Roval
Marines hes been exemplary and
has set a very good example for
the people of Sangin

“Ag 40 Commando gocs, they
will be missed by the people of
Sangin and they will be in owr
rthoughts and minds forever as we
will always remember their hard
work and efforrs.”

Us Maj] Gen Richard P
Mills; the Commander Regional
Commuand [(South West) the
military  HQ}  responsible  for
Helmand ond Nimruie provinces
said; UK lorces have carved out
o solid secunty bubble that we are
moving US orces into

“They  are  leaving solid
professional relationships with the
people and the ANSF in Sangin

"We will continue w build on

Piciure: LA[Phot) 34 Ethedl

@ Clockwisae from top: Royal Marines from Brave Coy 40 Cdo on
a desert operation near Sangin; Members of the Police Mentoring
Troop leap into the River Sangin to cool off af Forward Operaling
Base (FOB) Jackson after a patrol around Sangin bazaar; green
berets from 40 Cdo seek shade while they grab some rest during a
four-day joint ISAF-ANA operation in Sangin; the Police Mentaring
Troop, on & routing patrol around the San%m bazaar, stopped over

at Fly Over checkpoint for a short break

Jackson

the successes and continue o
work with the local population
and forces there”

Troops returning to the arca
uver time have noticed a difference
in Songin, & nexus of roads and
powerlines, the Iatter snaking out
from the Kajak hydro-electric
SrELLON

Sangin ks also one of the most
ferrile parts of Helmand.

Since 2006 the governance of
Sangin  has undergone radical
change, with the current governor
working closely with coalition
forces and secking to win the
support of local tmbal groupings,
some of whom hive previously
supported the musurgency.

There are now more than 830
shops . wading in Sangin®s bazaar

a fipure which has doubled n
i Year,

The improvement of Route 611
from central Helmand through
Sangin to Kajaki has improved
gccess o agrnicultural land and
markets for local people, while
local administrators; supported
by the Provinaal Feconstruction

efore returning to FOB

Team, hoave been working o
distribute grain and promote the
production of legal alternatives o
NATCOTICS

A new health clinic opened a
vear ago this month, which sees
tramned Afghan medics trear 300
patients per week from Sangin
and surrounding areas.

The handover of Sangin, was
the third and final acr in a serics
of changes sparked by 8 risc in
numbers in the province.

There are now some 30,0000
ISAF troops in Helmand as well
as ground 7,000 ANSE

In January last vear there were
just 3,000 ISAF troops, mostly
British, and very few ANSE forces
covering the same patch

Secunity  responsibility  for
Musa Qaleh was transferred
from the UK to the Americans
on March 27, while the same
process was achieved for Kapaki
on June 25,

The Sangin switch completes
the current round of restructuring
of ISAF forces m southern
Afghansstan,

i
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Cypriot

EPTEMBER 2010 and 800 Naval Air Squadron find themselves in
Cyprus at RAF Akrotiri for four weeks! Terrible you cry: WAFU's
sunning themselves again...
But fear nol. 800 are actually supporting the war effort in Afghanistan.
ow Harrier pilot Lt Chris "Casper® Roy to explain...

Exercise Harding Flame is a bi-annual deployment by the Harrier Operational Conversion
Unit to RAF Akrotiri, where student pilots can finish their training by ulilizing the perfect
weather and easily-accessible weapons range.

For the 2010 exercise, it was decided that rather than just taking two twin-seat aircraft as
normal, 800 would deploy as a full squadron — and for four weeks instead of two.

Despite the fact that the Harrier force is no longer in Afghanistan it would be very wrong to
think that they were not contributing to the war effort,

In fact, since coming home the main focus of Joint Force Harrer flying has been to provide
as much close air support training o deploying army brigades as possible.

So It was decided o offer the Army the chance to send Joint Tactical Alr Controllers -
JTACS - ta Cy| where 800 would provide day and night close air support for four weeks
- as well as achieving other gualifications for its pllots.

“gahumlly the Army jumped at the chance of having a dedicated Naval Harrer squadron at
ir disposal...

“This is what the Harrier does best; versatile and deployable, we can be airbome and giving
direct support to the troops on the ground faster than most other aircraft,” explains Cdr Dave
Tinsel' Lindsay, Commanding Officer of B00 Naval Alr Squadron.

“Five years of operations in Afghanistan have honed our skills to the point where we are
able to give some of the best training and support to our Army from one of the best close-air-
support aircraft in the world.

“But we cannot be complacent, this detachment has provided a unique opportunity. for
us to work directly alongside our Army colleagues, discussing tactics and each other's
performance on a daily basis,

“With this relationship and friendship now established, we can continue to develop this
truly formidable parinership betwesn warriors in the air and on the ground.”

The principal difficulty with close air su missions in the UK is the transit time to and
fram the ranges where the exercises take place - and the noterfously fickle UK weather,

Mot 50 in Cyprus where 800 were able to fly two-hour missions from RAF Akrotin
in ect weather,

his allowed unparalieled levels of training both for the JTACs and the pilots
of 800, many of whom had not flown on operations in Afghanistan,

For the air controllers, having two jets - both equipped with sniper targeting
pods - to play with for two hours at a time, three times a day and once at
night, allowed them to get more controls from one mission than many had seen
during a full day on the ranga in the UK.

The excellent facilities at RAF Akrotiri - including @ mock Afghan village -
allowed six JTACS to achieve ‘combat ready’ status before deploying on Operation
Herrick.

Fifty ‘live’ controls (with a bang) were achieved using CRV-7 rockets and an
incredible 356 ‘dry’ controls (no banags) in just two weeks. That's a staggering amount
compared o exercises in the UK.

One tremendous advantage of 800 and the JTAC: operating from the sama base,
building and even accommodation was the fact that face-to-face briefings and debriefings
took place for every mission.

That simply doesn't happen in the UK because of the distances involved from the
squadron's base at RAF Cottesmore to the ranges.

Harding Flame allowed for a huge sharing of techniques and experiances and helped to
enhance air-land integration batween the Royal Navy and the Army.

D:;Tm training has been of spectacular value,” says Capl Guy Disney of the Light
oons.
e ability to have access to instant debriefings proved to be key. It has been great 1o
work alongside the Navy.”

With the jets loving the hot climate and remaining serviceable, the flying rate was
extremely high, but this didn’t mean there was no time for fun and games.

The usual beach party barbecues were mixed with sea fishing, go-karting and a
fun few days spent with B Company, 2nd Battalion Royal Anglicans. "t

These fine soldiers brought what can only be described as a plethora of ‘.".
equipment for the sailors to fire on the local range.

Despite the scary prospect of matelots with machine-guns on the range,
no-one was killed (!} and a healthy respect for the soldiers was guaranteed by
watching the Fire Support Group lay down a staggering amount of fire-power
betore running in the mid-day Cyprus sun carrying and setting up a Javelin missile
system,..

Despite all this sounding like another excuse for WAFUs to have a good time, the
honest truth is that this kind of dedicated close-air-support training just isn't available to
Army brigades in the UK.

The chance to operate alongside our Army colieagues has allowed 800 Maval Air Squadron
to reach a new level of air-tand integration with a much better understanding of what is
required from the squadron to support ground operations.

The exercise has also been a good reminder for the Army that training the troops who are
about to deploy to Afghanistan is = and will remain = a top priority for the Harrier force and
BOOD NAS.

“Cyprus has provided an Ideal opportunity for the squadron to train alongside Army joint
tactical air controllers in surroundings which were often arduous = but realistic,” says Cdr
Lindsay.

“The friendships and respact we have astablished for each other will pay absolute dividends
in any future conflict, in whichaver part of the world it occurs.

“As our motto says, ‘Never Unprepared’; this |s an ethos ingrained into avery pilot, engineer
and maintainer. We will be ready for whatever an uncertain future may hold.”
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ST JOHN'S College in
Southsea is celebrating vet
another  successful EXAMm

results vear with & 97 per cent
pass rate, which included 57
per cent of its A-level students

ganing A* to B grades and
T6 per cent recording A® 10 C
grades in their exams,

A record-equalling number of
students guned straight A results,
with 10 per cent achieving an A*

@ (from lefl to rght) Phillip Simpson, Claire O'Rellly, Liam

O'Shaughnessy, Hannah Khan and Tristan Hayward

grade, mcluding school captaine
Tristan Hayward and Claire
O Reilly, batlh prerired belorr ki,

Headmaster of St John's, Nigel
Thorne, who retires after ten vears
of service in September, smd: *We
are all extremely proud of our
A-Level students

“There were plenty of happy
faces around the school ths
morning and they deserve to enjoy
this moment as they have been
fully committed to their studies.

“All of us here ar the College
wish them the very best mn their

continued  studies and chosen
CArecrs.”

St John's College in Southsen is
unigue in the local area in that it s
both a day and boarding school

The school acceprs girls and
boys, aged 2 we 18, Having a
number of boarders on site 24
hours o day, seven days a week
helps to create o cultere rich
i andividual consideration and
support.

The campus, in the centre of
Southsen, houses-a well resourced
Day  MNursery, Junior School,

St John's

e =) An independent day & boarding school for boys & girls aged 2-18

it for all

iance to perform

5t [ohn's College. Grove Road South, Southsea, Hampshire PO5 30W

EDUCATION %5~

Celebrations at St John’s College for A-levels

Senior School and Sixth form.

It is & thriving commmunity which
enjovs n outstanding reputation
for = high academic standards
and superb pastoral care.

5t John's provides s broad
and wvaried curriculum for all
ubilities that encourages children
to challenge themselves, to aspire
and to succeed - an approach thae
has once again  proved frulcful
as demonstrated by theirr puapils’
excellent GSCE and  A-level
results.

The school also has a long

standing tradition of producing
talented young musicians, sports
players and budding actors!

When vou =zee the extra-
curriculor facilities on offer you
will understand why.

The college will be holding
an open mornings on Tuesday
October 5 and Thursday
MNovember 18 from
0:30am- 1 1:00um,

For more details or o arrunge
an individual visit please call 023
02581 5118 or vizsit the website at
www.stiohnscollege.co.uk.

Recorntly o _—

laret =
Hepp hm"ffug = gg;;;&rng

i L L S e H“

2, co.uk
Ouitstar

20072

. Ems-tnﬂnmliim'cla:mmg the service boarding allowanco are set o that Tor the.current year parental contribution s only £1.935,
Open Morning: 5 Cotober and 16 November 2010, 9:30am — 1 1:00am (Please see website for more open evenisi

For full derails of our next
EDUCATION FEATURE
and the Navy News website
please contact our Advertising
Department on 023 9272 5062
or el

advertisingla navynews.couk

'he

Roya

The Royal Hospital 5chool provides exceptional
academic and extra-curricular education for
boys and girls aged 11 to 18 years,

Open
Morning

Saturday 13th November 2010
at 9am

Academic, Music, Art, Sailing and
Sports Schalarships,
Generous discounts for Service Families.
Means-tested Sealaring Bursaries,

For more information visit

www.royalhospitalschool.org

or contact Susan Lewis on 01473 326210
or email admissions@royalhospitalschool.org
The Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, ipswich, Suffolk IPS 2RX

| Hospital

School

Raising to
Distinction

Queen Victoria

School

Admissions Deadline is
Sat 15 January 2011

QVS is a co-e¢

boarding

of Armed For

i children
ersonnel

who are Scottish, have

served in
part of a Scottish

or arg

egiment

Families are welcome

t more by

contacting Admissions
on +44 (0) 131 310 2927

te arrange 3 visit

Cueen Victoria Schoaol

Punblane Perthshire
FK150JY

wWww.qvs.org.uk
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JUST competing at the Naunonal
Combined Regatta in London is

an honour — but not evervone wwkes
hame a prize
Stonehaven dominated the

pulling (3¢ p45), winning the
Ridgewell Cup for Junior Bovs
and the Hormblower Cup for Open
Bows, also helpmg Northern Area
to take the overall pulling title and
the Dawson Trophy, with the North
West taking second place.

Port Talbot rook pride of place in
the Girls Junior, winning the Wain
1999 Cup, while Henlay took the
Giirls Open and the Burton Cup.

The Yole rowing did nor coum
wwards the main poines tallies, but
was still fiercely contested

The Open Mixed Cup went to
Romseay, of Southemn Area, while
Meath (South West) won the
Junior Mixed Cup.

The overall Yole trophy, the
Marvic Cup, was shared by North
West and South West Areas

Turning to  the paddlesports
compedtion, it was the South West
teamys which turned in the hendline
performances, winning three of the
four events = the Open Boys {(Make

line up on a

Lontlon toc
the chance

A SHELTERED harbour in South Wales or on the
East Coast of Scotland, or maybe a lazy river in East
Anglia, is where it all started.

It all got a bit more serious in the waters of Bristol, or perhaps

And by the time the whole show moved an 1o London and the vase,
historic Roval Victoris Dock there was an awful lot more than pride at

The beauty of the Sea Cader Corps Nanonal Combined Regarra s
thar, in theory, every cadeér stands a chance of making it through o the

In practice, of course, there are the thoroughbreds of the competition -

those units, districts and areas who
steamraller their opponents as they
add to their illustrious reconds

Bur rtheére are others for
whom & place among the elite
ar the Nationals & a fanrastc
achievement, or who can look
back with pride at runming the
favourites close i the arca and
district competitons

The setting for the Nationals
s impressive, and the scale of the
‘stadium’ is matched by the scale
of the logistics required to ensure
the event goes off without a hitch

The man responsible for that is
Lt Cee (SCC) Phil Patterson RNR,
HOQ Staff Recreation Officer

“In plain terms, | co-grdinate
all the adminstration, logistics,
cOMmMmuUNications everything
there 18 to bring an ¢vent like this
together,” said Phil

He finds an approprisie venue,
hooks it, finds accommodation,
organises stafl 1o run and officiate
at the event and makes sure the
equipment is all there and ready,

In terms of people it 15 &
question of liaising with the areas,
the end result being 453 cadets
aged between 12 and 17, and 153
members of staff; tuning up for a
smooth-running competition

2009 was the fourth time the
ExCel. had been used, and the
routineg & now estnhlshed

Everyone's a winner, but
not everyone get a prize

Poole Cup), Open Girls (Ulster Cup)
and Jumor Boys (Mottingham Cup)

Their win in the Open Girls was
particularly emphari¢, finishing 27

waintd ahead of their nearest rivals,
artharn Arca.

The Junior Girls title (and Barbara
Simpson Cup) went 1w the North,
but with the South West taking
second, they were clear winners of the
Armitage Trophy for paddlesports.

Portsmouth took the honours
for the South in the PPulling Boat
Handling (Mirchell Trophy), also
finishing second to Maryport of
(North West) in the Sailing Boat
Handling (P& Trophy)

With Gravesend winning the
Power Boat Handling (the Sturling
Wheel), the South were comfortable
winners of the Stena Sealink Trophy
for overall boat handling

And when all the pesults were
in and the points tallied, it was the
tenms from the South who were
celebrating as their area wok the
overall regatta title, and with it the
Mavy League Cup.

In second place were the North
and MNorthern lreland, with the
South West coming in third

® Clockwize from top right: Competitors head off towards the Cily
skyscrapers at the western end of the Royal Victoria Dock; cadel helpers
ntoon; salling boat handlers go through their paces; kayak
crews wail for a race fo be called; a paddiesports race passes under the
foatbridge; true colours = from lefl, the Henley girls show off a new version
of the Southern Area kit, while representatives of the North, Northern
Ireland, Eastorn, London, the North West and South West demonstrate
their support; pulling crews from the South (dark blue) and North West
go head-to-head, two 'spectators’ enjoy the sunshine; kayaks line up at
the pontoon before a race; a Northern Ireland competitor prepares her
Kayak for a race; paddiesport crews on the ponfoon in front of ExCel
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kgives all g [
to ExGel

Event organisers said they
get “tremendous”  support apd
co-operation from ExCel, and as
loeations go it = hard 1o beat

Cadets umid  staff  wre
sccommodated  on site, the
voungsters ‘camping’ i the vasi
cxhibivion space and the aduls in
nearfyy eCTings MeTs.

Lt [SCC) Kevin Perkins RNR,
the supermtendent of the Royal
Victorm Dock Boat Staton,
which sits at the western emd of
the [acilivy, saed it s all obout
CONVENIENCE,

“The cadels can get up, gel
washed and have breakfast then
jusr step outside and iris all there
for them,” he said.

“There 15 no need to bus them
i from elsewhere, or bring the
equipment from  all over the
country.”

Supplying the equipment =
Kevin's part of the show, as the
regutta is run on his parch.

“We are maunly the London
Area boat station, though Eastern
units use us as well,” said Kevin,

“We had o bring in five boats
from the Welsh Harp boat station,
bt the rest is all ours

“There are a dozen ASCs and
14 pioweerboats, doing all different
jobs = safery, tow boats and some
for compennons

“The only things the arcas have
to bring in 15 their own canoes.”

Preparations [or the combined
regatta ke around two wecks

The first sees Kevin put in
plenty of scrubbing and polishing,
bringing the beats up 1o the
required standard for competition
after a full season’s use,

By the second week he is also
imvolved in preporing the various
courses, laving some 50 different
marks in the milé-long dock
and as the water is 3t deep thar
requires plenty of weights to keep
them in place

Towards the day of the
competition Kevin and his two
colleagues have been joined by a
further three stff, and ss the big
day looms the national boat team
weighs in as well

Talking of weighing in, the half-
ton ASC, or Admiralty  Sailing
Craft, enjoved something of a
swansong this year

Waiting in the wings 15 the

w5 ~=A CADETS 55
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‘plastic fantastic’, 4 nmew version
which wall be lighter, more
manceuvrable and essier o pull,
and is likely 1w all but eclipse the
venerable ASC (though there will
no doubt be those purists who will
ensure it never guite disappears),

Thar, however, is for the future,
and the 2009 regatta saw the usual
feats of skil, strength and stamins
on a warm day under a blue sky.

And the competition mself is the
responsibility of Lt Cdr (SCC)
Dave Hanley RNR, HQ Swaff
Officer Boars, who with his team
presides over the on-water activity,
including judging

Dawe’s efforrd ensure that all
the preparatory work by Phil and
Kewning, and many more besides,
come together into s seamless
series of races, allowing the caders
w turn up and concentrate on
their performance without any
distractions or stresses,

D was content with the way
the 2009 regarta was unfolding:
“It gets better every vear,” he
declared.

As o the compention jtself, the
paddiesports were staged at the
western end of the arenn, with
boar-handling m the middle and
pulling at the cast end, up towards
Silvertown and the mrport from
which a stcady stream of jers
roared over the proceedings.

The nmse of their engines was
frequently surpassed by the souwnd
of cheerimg along the ExCel.
roilings as races fimshed m front
of the hundreds of spectators, the
participants identified by the hright
colours of their respective areas,

With the fGnol prizes handed
oue it was time to prepare for
the big disco (courtesy Roger
Moody and his gang), then those
who were staying for ong imore
night returned o their respective
‘campsite’ — the area i3 divided
mto male and female sections, and
the divide is strictly policed.

And thie way that.

A couple of days to clear up
undd. dismantde the courses, and
then the whole show moved on 1o
Southport for the next red-letter
day in the Sca Cadet ealendar -
the sailing regatta
M See next month for a report
from Merseyside.
Pictures: Alex Lloyd



















