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WE’RE going to extremes in this edition of Navy News.

Extremes of weather, that is. If you're a sailor or Royal
Marine, there's a gmd chance you're either hot (Haiti/Gulf/
Pirate Alley) or cold (Arctic Circle/Antarctica).

We'll start where it's chilly: in the far north, HM Ships
Albion, Ocean, RFA Mounts Bay, Sea King and Lynx from
the Commando Helicopter Force, 45 Commando, the
Commando Logistics Regiment, and 29 Commando
Regiment RA are involved in Exercise Cold Response, testing
the Navy's ability to, er, respond to a threat in the cold (see
pages 23-25).

Norway’s not the only cold climate CHF is currently operating
in. Its Sea Kings have clocked up more than 10,000 hours in
Afghan skies as they pass their two-year anniversary in theatre
(see page 7).

HMS Bulwark spent January and February chasing snow.
First she delivered 45 Cdo to Norway, then spent a few days
in snowy Edinburgh, then got frozen in in Copenhagen, before
back to Tyneside... and more snow (see page 4).

And at the opposite end of the globe, HMS Scott is beginning
her inaugural deployment to the frozen continent. The survey
ship’s unique sonar suite has provided some stunning images
of the Antarctic seabed (see pages 20-17).

A short(ish) distance away, destroyer HMS York is settling
down to her duties as South Atlantic patrol ship. She's paid
her respects to the fallen of 1982, then pummeled the Falkland
gunnery ranges with her 4.5in main gun (see page 9).

Right, time to warm up. In the Gulf, HMS Monmouth
continues to guard Iraq’s oil platforms and work with Allied
navies; her sister HMS St Albans is heading east to join
her; HMS Lancaster is chasing pirates as is HMS Chatham,
although she's also proved a very handy lifesaver (see pages
14-15).

Submarine HMS Torbay has finally left the Gulf region
behind. The T-boat’s paid no fewer than three visits to waters
east of Suez in the past 18 months (see page 5).

RFA Largs Bay has arrived in Haiti to deliver a mix of
government and charitable aid to the earthquake-ravaged
nation, aided by a RM-led team on the ground, dubbed HMS
Haiti (see page 5).

Royal Marines from 1 Assault Group have been helping to
train riverine units in Nigeria (see page 79).

Meanwhile, the latest exchange between Fleet Protection
Group RM and the US Marine Corps saw the former join
the latter on its home turf for the latest Tartan Eagle (Tartan
= Scottish; Eagle = American) exercise aimed at improving
mutual co-operation (see page 8).

The RN-led staff of NATO’s Standing Maritime Group 2
provide a unique insight into life aboard a Greek warship,
currently the force flagship in the Med (see page 6).

Back to the cold and HM Ships Daring and Dauntless sailed
in company for the first time during their latest trials off the Isle
of Wight (see opposite).

You won't read much about HMS Hlustrious for some time
as she’s just arrived in Rosyth... but HMS Campbeltown should
feature rather more prominently in coming months as she’s left
the same yard emerging from refit (see page 10).

And you won't be seeing much more from the good ship
Nottingham, sadly. She's paid off after a quarter of a century’s
service (see page 13).

And finally, there are two new warships based in Portsmouth
Harbour. When we say ‘new’ we mean 70 years old: High
Speed Launch 102 and Motor Gunboat 81 - ‘the Spitfires
of the Seas’ — have been bought for the nation by Portsmouth
Historic Dockyard (see page 17).
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Payouts for
Injuries
revamped

THE way sailors and Roval
Marines are compensated for
injuries in the line of duty — and
the amounts they receive — will be
changed following a review led by
a former First Sea Lord.

Admiral the Lord Boyce
headed a study of the existing
Armed Forces Compensation
Scheme with an independent
scrutiny group.

The scheme provides
compensation for Service
personnel/their families as a
result of injury, illness or death in
service on or after April 6 2005.

The review concluded that the
scheme is fundamentally sound,
but does require improvements in
a number of areas.

Those recommendations,
which have been accepted in full
by the MOD, include:

B an increase to the
Guaranteed Income
Payment (GIP) paid
throughout an individual’s
lifetime to reflect the fact
that those seriously imyured
will be unable to work, even
beyond Service retirement.
The payout will also increase
to take promotions foregone
as a result of injury into
account,

M increases to the level of

all awards, except the top
payout which was doubled as
recently as 2008; it remains
£570,000. Maximum awards
available for mental illness
will also be increased;

M a new expert medical body
will be created to advise

on whether compensation
levels for particular injuries/
illnesses are sufficient;

B the time himit for making
claims extends from five to
SEVEn years;

M a new fast interim
payment so seriously-injured
Servicemen can receive
some compensation before
the entire claims process 18
complete, where the cause

1s clear (e.g blast injuries
arising from operations).

More details can be found in
DIB2010-006.
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Double Ds
on display

TWO little boys had two little toys...

Well, actually two rather big boys (Captains Paddy McAlpine and Richard Powell )...
and two very big toys (8,000+ tons, big gun...).

This is a sight you've never seen before: Britain's £1bn warships at sea, together. .

Her Majesty’s Ships Daring (D32) and Dauntless (D33) headed to the RN's T~
‘playground’ off the Isle of Wight as work-up for eventual front-line duties.

The sisters conducted speed and communications tests, as well as officer of
the watch manoeuvres in tandem before parting company to carry out individual
trials.

Daring is due to be declared operational later this year (she’s lined up for her
inaugural Operational Sea Training off Plymouth this spring).

Her younger sister has slightly longer to go; she only arrived in Portsmouth
just before Christmas, when she was handed over by builders BAE to the Senior
Service. She's earmarked for commissioning in June and won't be fit for action
until some time in 2011.

Embarked on Dauntless for the trials in the Channel was the Commander-
in-Chief Fleet, Admiral Sir Trevor Soar.

“I'm really positive about these ships,” the admiral enthused. I have
see.-ln them from the very beginning, through the design and planning to the
trials.

“It is very much like watching the children growing up. They have been
great kids and now they are growing up to be great adults.”

Dauntless’ CO Capt Powell said he and his 180-strong ship’s company
had learned a lot from the trail blazed by Daring.

“We have been able to build on the successes of Daring over the last
year and in HMS Dauntless we are delivering a warship that the Royal
Navy and the nation will be really proud of,” he added.

If you didn’t see the pair sailing out of Portsmouth or off the Isle
of Wight (and let's face it: grey ships, grey sea, grey February skies
— there’s a fair chance you didn't...), then fear not for Daring and
Dauntless will be stars of the show at the Fleet's key public event
of 2010.

You'll be able to look around both at Navy Days from Friday July
30-Sunday August 1.

Also lined up for the three-day event is newly-revamped RFA
Argus which doubles as a casualty treatment/aviation training
ship.

Other attractions confirmed so farinclude two Type 23 frigates,
an ltalian warship, the Royal Marines Display Team, the Royal
Navy Black Cats helicopter display team, Army parachute and
motorcycle displays, field gun runs and a military band.

Tickets range in price from £16 to £19.50 (£55 for a family
ticket), although discounts of up to ten per cent are available .
in advance. 1

Details at www.navydaysuk.co.uk or 023 9283 9766. ’

The show alternates between Portsmouth and Plymouth
every other year.
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lllustrious
Is in a fix
WE KINOW the Navy's grown
smaller over the years but this

15 ridiculous: a carrier on your
mantelpiece.

Yes, vou can now have HMS
[Mlustrious in your front room
courtesy of those wizards with
plastic at Airfix.

They've recreated the Fleet
flagship in miniature — 1/350th
scale to be precise. The result is
a model Lusty (complete with
Harriers, Merlins, Sea Kings,
flight deck vehicles, Goalkeeper
defence system, RIBs and
admiral’s barge), the first of which
was presented to the carrier’s
CO Capt Ben Key by Airfix’s
marketing manager Darrell
Burge.

The kit version of Illustrious
comes in 276 parts; once pieced
together, they make a replica of
the carrier 603mm (23 3/4in)
long and 104mm (4in) wide —
precisely 350 times smaller than
the real thing,

The complicated kit was
tackled by numerous members
of the ship’s company, including
AB(Sea) Ben Kersley (pictured
above by PO(Phot) Paul
A’Barrow).

“It will be great to see models
of the Ilustrious sold around the
country,” said Capt Key. “It’s
a real thrill to have a replica -
those of us who serve onboard
[llustrious are very proud of her.”

A few privileged Airfix buffs
got their hands on the model
in advance and gave it glowing
reviews, saying it’s “a pleasure to
build” and a replica the firm can
be proud of.

The kit (number A50059), is
on sale now, retail price £49.99
(including paints, brushes and
glue).

Aside from an instruction
manual, a booklet detailing
[ustrious’ history will be
included in the pack.

You can see a video of an early
version of the model on Airfix’s
Youtube site: www.youtube.
com/watch?v=rwazMd-oBHQ

Echo around
the mountains

THE Cairngorms to be precise as
the survey ship’s company headed
to Scotland for some adventurous
training.

They picked the right time (lots
of snow) and the right guides
(Royal Marines, Britain’s cold
weather warfare experts) for the
week in the Highlands.

Those sailors who weren’t
climbing mountains could
be found undergoing various
courses or overhauling their
ship in Devonport following her
1 8-month deployment, most of
which was in the Far East.

They also hosted numerous
affiliates — the ship is, fittingly,
bound with Taunton, home of the
UK Hydrographic Office — many
of whom were paying their first
visit to Echo,

They learned about the ship’s
accomplishments during her
lengthy spell away, from the
vast amounts of hydrographic/
oceanographic material she
collected, to the various
high-profile diplomatic visits
conducted.

Echo’s gearing up for a spell of
Operational Sea Training in the
summer before deploying later in
the year.

i i
it i W

e

Snow White and
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SNOW White would be HMS Bulwark.

And the five wharfs?

Harstad, Rosyth, Copenhagen, North Shields and finally back
home to Devonport.

Bulwark's last act before beginning a refit in her home port
was a whistle-stop (and very cold) tour of northern Europe.

Leaving the Hamoaze with Christmas trees still up (well,
they were ashore), the assault ship made for the Arctic Circle
and the small Norwegian port of Harstad, base for Exercise
Cold Response, Britain’s regular winter war games (see pages
23-25). Bulwark's taking no part herself in Cold Response, but
the men she delivered, 45 Commando are.

As the assault ship sailed, the heavens deposited the
heaviest snowfall on the UK in a quarter of a century.

Meanwhile in Norway... Upon arrival in Harstad (150 miles
inside the Arctic Circle) sailors and marines found little fresh
SNOW.

Luckily, there was plenty back in Scotland. Next stop was the
Forth for a snowy weekend sampling the delights (apparently
there are some...) of the former naval base in Rosyth
(although there's a fair chance most ship's company
headed across the river to Edinburgh...).

More snow beckoned during a brief visit to the Danish
capital. So bitter was it in Copenhagen - the official
meteorological term according to Commander Logistics
Cdr Phil Waterhouse was “seriously cold” - that the
18,000-ton warship was frozen into her basin in the heart
of the city. Still, she looked pretty (see above).

Back to Blighty and yet another dump of the white stuff.
Bulwark made for North Shields so she could pay a visit to
her affiliated county, Durham over four days in the North-
East... which saw a particularly heavy snowfall.

The ship also hosted - or visited - her numerous
affiliates (take a deep breath): Forest of Teesdale Primary
School, Trinity School (Durham), Harbour Lodge Care Home
(Seaham), Aycliffe Young Person’s Institute (Durham),
the Diocese and Bishop of Durham, Giggleswick School
Combined Cadet Force (North Yorkshire), Durham and
Bishop Auckland Hospitals and numerous local Sea Cadet
units.

The sailors also handed over a cheque for £1,000, split
three ways among Durham affiliates, Help for Heroes and the
Royal Navy Royal Marines Charity. The cash came courtesy
of a 192-mile run (the same distance as the circumference
of County Durham) which the ship's company completed
on running machines during the two-day passage from the
Kattegat to the Tyne.

There was another cheque to present, too: £250, this time
to Redcar Sea Cadets. Having read Navy News cover-to-
cover (quite rightly — Ed), the ship’s company discovered
that the Sea Cadet Corps is looking to replace its sail training
vessel TS Royalist, so they dipped into their pockets to help
out.

Bulwark also threw her weight behind Durham'’s bid to be
‘City of Culture’ in 2013 (all 400 or so sailors and commandos
joined the 33,000 or so names who've already given their
names to the push).

“We really looked forward to this visit and we weren't
disappointed,” said CO Capt Gavin Pritchard.

“It was an action-packed four days with opportunities for
every single member of the crew to get involved with some
aspect of the visit. All visits are enjoyable, but one to a ship’s
affiliated area is doubly so — and we are very lucky to be
affiliated to an area which has shown great pride in Bulwark
and has always extended hospitality which is second to
none.”

S0 much did some affiliates enjoy their tour of Bulwark that
they stayed aboard for the passage to Devonport where you'll
now find the ship undergoing her first docking period.

“It's been a hugely busy first five years in the BN, with the
last two arguably being the busiest,” said Cdr Waterhouse.

“You may have heard L15’s sigh of relief at her opportunity
to draw breath.”

Pictures: LA(Phot) Shaun Barlow, HMS Bulwark

Tracker’s
cracker off
GCornwall

JUST one day after completing
her annual slip and repair
period university boat HMS
Tracker was back at sea - and
being a nuisance.

The Portsmouth-based
P2000 put her usual duties as
training craft for Oxford’s many
universities to one side to help
the larger fleet fend off fast-
attack boats.

She headed out of harbour
and turned right to find HMS
Albion and RFA Mounts Bay
disgorging Royal Marine
commandos on to Browndown
Beach in Gosport as part of
Exercise South-West Sword -
work-up for winter war games
in Norway (see pages 23-25).

Tracker's job was to play
an enemy Fast Inshore Attack
Craft, intent on attacking not
just the large amphibious
vessels, but also the Royal
Marine landing craft bobbing
around Stokes Bay.

As one of the second batch
of P2000s, Tracker has the
speed to pull off the act (25kts
as opposed to a maximum of
14kts for most URNU boats).

For two days she became
‘Cleeve’s Clipper’ — named for
X0, CPO(Sea) Jim Cleeve -
an innocent fishing boat one
moment, a terrorist craft full of
armed insurgents the next.

The terrorists were in fact
Oxford students and the ship’s

company in desert combats
(not necessarily ideal
clothing in January...) and
the only weapons onboard
were water balloons, but

it was realistic enough to
give Albion’s warfare teams
some good training and
Tracker’'s Commanding
Officer, Lt Conor O'Neill, the
chance to do some close-in
ship handling.

He didn’t have all the fun

however, as Lt Richie Gray,
CO of slower sister boat

HMS Trumpeter, came out

to help for one of the days

and the students enjoyed
returning ‘fire’ against

Albion’s gunners.

Susie is
thrilled by
Dragon

FIFTEEN months atter sending
HMS Dragon down a slipway on
the Clyde, the destroyer’s sponsor
returned to Glasgow’s great
artery to see the progress made.
Susie Boissier, plus her
husband Vice Admiral Paul
Boissier, were given a thorough
tour of Type 45 destroyer No.4
which is in the latter stages of
fitting out at BAE Systems’
Scotstoun yard — a short
distance from where Dragon was
launched, the firm’s Govan vard.
Dragon’s sailors showed their
guests the hangar, operations
room, living spaces, galley, Sea
Viper missile silo and bridge.

“What a thrill it was to
finally step onboard Dragon,”
said Mrs Boissier.

“She 1s making fantastic
progress and I'm sure it will
not be long before the ship’s
company are all on the high
seas.

*The technology, and layout
are awe inspiring and it must be
thrilling to see the whole thing
come together.”

The Boissiers then joined
Dragon’s sailors for dinner the
evening before at the Oran Mor,
a converted church in Glasgow.

“It was great fun to meet
most of the crew,” the sponsor
added.

*I thought they were a
terrific bunch, full of warmth,
enthusiasm, professionalism and
humeour.”

Mrs Boissier will be back
aboard Dragon later in the year —
when the Type 45 destrover sails
on her first series of sea trials.
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Training days
finally over
for Torbhay

AFTER four months in defence
watches — and with only 11 days
rest — the crew of hunter-killer
submarine HMS Torbay are back
in home waters.

For the third time in 18
months, the Devonport-based
T-boat found herself east of Suez,
this time conducting exercises in
the Indian Ocean.

In the past six months alone
the team aboard have trained
the equivalent of one and a half
submarine crews (that’s 172
deeps for those whose maths is a
little fuzzy).

Indeed, since coming out of a
refit period in Faslane in 2008,
Torbay has nurtured more than
200 trainee submariners.

Seventy of those were new
to the Silent Service and were
welcomed to this close band
of brothers by being awarded
their coveted dolphins when the
nuclear submarine arrived in
Soudha Bay, Crete.

After presenting the latest
batch of deeps with their
dolphins, Torbay’s CO Cdr Ed
Ahlgren said proudly: “In just six
months we have managed to train
the equivalent of one and a half
crews which 1s remarkable given
our recent operational tempo.

“We fully recognise the
importance of training ‘one’s
relief’ and I think it is a credit
to the training organisation
both at sea and ashore that
we have ensured a substantial
throughput.”

To prepare for their third
period of operations in the Indian
Ocean, Torbay’s crew completed
a series of training exercises with
Flag Officer Sea Training before
commencing the long passage
through the Straits of Gibraltar to
the Suez Canal.

Despite the best efforts of 50
windsurfers to slow her down as
she sailed through the Straits of
Messina, the submarine made 1t
to Suez on time in preparation for
her fifth transit of the canal since
the submarine’s commissioning
in 1986.

Having successfully fulfilled
operational requirements east of
Suez for the time being, Torbay
returned home to the South
Coast for a maintenance period in
preparation for her 2010 tasking.

Take me to
your leaders
on Ocean

THE RN'’s head of personnel
dropped in on Britain’s biggest
warship to observe progress in
leadership training.

Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral
Sir Alan Massey arrived aboard
HMS QOcean in a landing craft,
courtesy of the helicopter
carrier’s inherent Royal Marines
unit, 9 Assault Squadron.

CO Capt Simon Kings took
the admiral on a guided tour
of the 22,500-ton assault ship
— including a look around the
Mighty O’s newly-improved
commando accommodation,

And then CPO Glynn
Fellows, the ship’s leadership
training co-ordinator, took over,
explaining how Ocean’s men
and women were taking to the
command leadership course; it’s
a Navy-wide initiative aimed at
encouraging leaders to come to
the fore.

“While all members of the
Armed Forces receive formal
leadership training at various
stages of their career, it is
essential that they continue to
receive additional training in the
Fleet,” said Glynn.

“This 1s an important part of
our personnel development and
15 a key factor in preparing people
for promotion.”

On completion of his tour, Vice
Admiral Massey had lunch with
the ship’s officers and senior non-
commissioned ratings to discuss
current issues.

Ocean can now be found in
MNorway on exercise (see pages
23-25).

GLOBAL REACH*

‘Ald Is getting out...’

LINED up on the jetty at

Marchwood, a column
of Land Rovers awaits
loading aboard RFA Largs
Bay as Britain’s relief
mission to Haiti prepares

to set off.

And as you read this, said
LLand Rovers should be delivering
millions of pounds worth of aid -
especially makeshift shelters - to
that ill-fated Caribbean nation.

The amphibious support ship
headed into ten-metre seas and
was knocked about by gusts in
excess of 50 knots as she made
her way to Haiti.

Despite the heavy weather
in the eastern Atlantic, Largs
got there — right as we were
going to press (which is
why, sadly, we can’t tell
vou what she did upon
arrival).

But we can have a good
stab at it...

Largs carried a mix of aid,
donated either by the British
government or by Britons through
various charitable appeals in the
wake of the January 12 earthquake
which devastated an already-
impoverished nation.

The wvessel’s loading dock and
Mexeflotes — powered rafts -
means she can offload stores and
deposit them on a beach when
there is no port, or when dock
facilities have been wrecked, which
they were 1n the country’s capital,
Port-au-Prince.

“The plight of Haiti has clearly
caught the sympathy of the entire
world with millions of pounds of
aid being donated,” said 3/0 Dave
Mann.

“It’s a matter of pride that my
ship, my colleagues and I have
been selected to deliver some of it
and assist in the rebuilding.”

The two-week passage as Largs
covered the 4,300 miles from
Southampton to Haiti allowed
the ship’s company to plan the
relief mission — Operation Panlake
(courtesy of the MOD’s weird and
whacky and codename-generating
computer) — once they arrived in
the Caribbean.

The usual RFA crew of 70 has
been bolstered by 40 troops from
17 Port and Maritime Regiment
(who especially enjoyed the rough
seas, were told) and 15 or so
RN and RM personnel for this
mission.

“Everything i1s in place to
deliver the cargo of humanitarian
aid — and indeed to stand by
for further tasking,” said the
amphibious ship’s CO Capt lan
Johnson RFA.

A
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“We have discussed ‘what ifs
and are ready to react to change.”

The most pressing need for
Haitians as Largs Bay reached
their waters was shelter.

“The wet season is not far away
— the priority has to be shelter.
The question has to be whether it
will be in place in sufficient time,”
said Maj) Steve Melbourne RM,
heading a British Forces team
on the ground — dubbed ‘HMS
Haiti’.

The team was despatched by
Permanent Joint Headquarters
in Northwood as part of the
international relief effort.

As well as offering advice and
assistance, the team also laid
the groundwork for Largs

|

o RS RN Bay’s arrival — aided by WOl
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Jamie Secker from 17 Port
and Maritime Regiment.
More than a month after
the quake, the country
was still being shaken by
after-shocks, causing already
unstable structures to collapse
and inflicting fresh casualties —
including among rescue teams.

There was also a particularly
poignant reminder of the disaster
when Haitians spent a weekend
in mourning on the one month
anniversary of the earthquake.

“The colour of mourning
in Haitu is white — the streets
were flooded with immaculately-
turned-out women in dazzling
white outfits going about their
daily business,” the Roval Marine
officer said.

Based in tents at Port-au-Prince
airport — now so busy that the
noise of aircraft is keeping the
PTHQ team awake (as well as their
adopted tarantula, Terry...) — the
Brits say in the six or so weeks
since the tragedy, things have
improved.

*“The aid 1s getting out to the
people and the general feeling is
that the population are in a far
better situation than they were a
week ago,” said Ma) Melbourne.

“Haiti 1s returning to some
sort of normality — street vendors
sell everything from the latest
‘Addidos’ backpacks to fresh fruit
and veg. The roads are up and
running with wvehicles on both
sides — not always in the correct
direction.”

As for the relief team, it has
managed to strike up good
relationships with the international
force based at the airport.

There have even been some
cultural exchanges (ie swapping
ration packs).

The British tikka massala is
an excellent bargaining ‘currency’;
Italian meals come with cognac;

BOSTing makes
HMS Liverpool
feel yood

WITH just weeks to go before
HMS Liverpool sails across the
Pond as the guardian of the
nation’s flagship, she’s been given
a thorough workout off Plymouth.

Six weeks of intensive Basic
Operational Sea Training were
arranged for the veteran Type
42 — Britain’s oldest destrover —
the last step down a long road as
Liverpool emerged from refit in
her home base of Portsmouth.

D982 1s earmarked to escort
HMS Ark Royal on the Navy's
flagship deployment of 2010,
Auriga. The destroyer will provide
long range air defence for Ark,
which only has close-support
weapons to deal with a threat
from the skies.

Not that there should be any
real threats: the Auriga task group
deploys to the Eastern Seaboard
of Canada and the United States
to exercise with our closest
military allies.

Liverpool arrived at BOST, run
by the Flag Officer Sea'Iraining
organisation in Devonport, for an
initial assessment,

The FOSTies were impressed
(and they don’t impress easily...).

CO Cdr Ollie Hutchinson said
his ship’s company had sailed a
30-year-old warship in “first-rate”
condition into Devonport.

“Liverpool may be a classic
destroyer but she has what it takes
to perform any operational task
successfully,” he added.

“From here we must continue
to work hard, learn from our
mistakes and strive to improve
in everyvthing that we do. Only
then will we be ready to deploy
operationally.”

The destroyer’s now back
in Portsmouth making final
preparations for Auriga, which is
due to begin next month,

Picture: LA{Phot) Pete Smith, FRPU East
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bland — "who really eats cold pop
tarts for breakfast?” but better
than Canadian rations which are,
apparently, “a blatant US copy™
made worse by the fact that the
instructions are in French.

the Dutch are well supplied with
chocolate (good) but also a lot
of paté and biscuit browns (bad);
French meals (surprisingly) aren’t
as good as the UK rat packs; US
MREs (Meals Ready to Eat) are

THE ROYAL NAVAL
BENEVOLENT TRUST

SUPPORTING THE RNBT FAMILY

Men and women in the Royal Marines and Royal Navy serve their country,
often at times of danger: the RNBT serves them and their families, at times
of need, throughout their lives. Your donations help us to help them.

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust

Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth PO2 8RN
1t 023 9269 0112 f 023 9266 0852 e rnbt@rnbt.org.uk w www.rnbt.org.uk
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Quorn heefed up for

THIRTEEN’S unlucky for some.

Despite being ship number 13 - the
very last - of the Hunt-class to be
delivered to the Royal Navy in the late
1970s and throughout the ’80s, we’re
not aware of any ill stars dogging HMS
Quorn.

Indeed, her ship’s company might
consider themselves to be very fortunate.
Last year they enjoyed the No.1 run
ashore in the world (New York, although
we believe Newcastle-upon-Tyne runs it
a close second...). And this year they’re
enjoying some quality time at home.

That does not mean the ship’s
company are putting their feet up.

No, after five months attached to
NATO'’s Standing Mine Countermeasures
Group 1, their vessel is in need of a little
bit of attention (plus some additions and
alterations to existing kit to enhance her
minewarfare capability).

She’s in Portsmouth for a ‘mini refit’
which should allow her to return to sea in
June with thorough training for ship and
ship’s company beginning in September
so Quorn will be ready to deploy once
more come 2011.

Last year was among the busiest in
Quorn’s 22-year career. It began with a
party to mark the ship’s ‘coming of age’,
and ended with 11,000 miles added to
the odometer and a Christmas welcome
from friends and family at the end of that
. NATO deployment.

F In between, a new affiliate — Ipswich

— was added (the ship’s already bound
with Melton Mowbray, the borough
which includes Quorn Hunt for which
I the vessel is named), there were five
weeks in Scotland in the hands of FOST,
visits to Canada and the USA (where
the ship was dwarfed by the carrier
I USS Harry S Truman during exercises
off the Eastern Seaboard) and a final

spell of minehunting in European waters,
following one of the longest passages in
the class’ history.

To avoid autumn storms, a passage
from Bermuda to the Azores became a
passage from Bermuda to La Coruna
- 2,725 nautical miles during a 13-day
non-stop crossing.

The NATO deployment also saw the
ship pass over the resting place of the
previous vessel to carry the name.

The second HMS Quorn, also a Hunt-
class, but this time a destroyer, served
her nation with distinction for four years.
She survived three serious encounters
either with time-delayed bombs or
mines, one of which blasted a hole 9ft
by 15ft in her port side.

She scored her greatest success
sinking the German commerce raider
Komet in the autumn of 1942 in company
with four other destroyers.

Her luck finally ran out in the small
hours of August 3 1944. Quorn had been
assigned to the fleet safeguarding the
Normandy invasion.

She was struck amidships - either
by a German human torpedo (Neger) or
by a motorboat packed with explosives
(Linsen).

The blast tore Quorn in two. She sank
rapidly, taking four officers and 126 men
down with her.

No such fate befell the first Quorn.
The lineage began in 1916 with a
minesweeper built on the Clyde, one of a
class of more than 150 sloops — capable
ships but renowned for needing high-
grade coal and leaving huge trails of
smoke across the water (such that men
dubbed the class ‘Smokey Joes’).

Like most of the initial batch of 20
Hunts, Quorn was no longer needed
after the Great War and was sold for
breaking up in Southampton in 1922.

THIS remarkable series ofimages —recently
unearthed in the photographic archive of
the Imperial War Museum - catalogues
one of the longest, most difficult and most
dangerous salvage operations in World
War 2.

A team of mine clearance experts, led
by Lt Richard Aitken Waters RNVR, pose
proudly next to their unique prize - a
German Seehund (seal) midget submarine
on a Dutch beach in early 1945.

It was an operation which took the
men three weeks, but the story begins
12 months earlier on a bitter Baltic night
in Lubeck Bay, as two midshipmen were
ushered into a heavily-guarded hut.

Already veterans of S-boat patrols, Karl-
Heinz Pettke and Karl-Heinz Potthast had
volunteered for special duties.

The hut held the key to those special
duties. Inside were the remnants of two
midget submarines, HM Ships X6 and X7,
recovered from the fjords in the wake of
the attack on the Tirpitz.

to turn the tide Iin the war at sea.

torpedoes’ and the like — would

The remains of the two salvaged boats
would serve as the inspiration for
a desperate attempt by Germany

The Kleinkampfverbande
(small combat units) - frogmen,
midget submarines, ‘human

harry and harass Allied shipping
and help defend the shores of
Hitler’s vaunted Fortress Europe.
There would be one-man
submarines, the Neger (negro), Biber
(beaver), Marder (marten) and Molch
(pike), but the true successors
of the Kleinkampfverbande’s
captured X-craft was the Type

XXVIl U-boat, better known as
the Seehund.
Its speed was sedentary -

seven knots on the surface, just
three submerged. Its range was

limited to no more than 270 nautical miles.
The heat generated by the diesel engine

B THIS photograph - and 9,999,999 others from a century of war
and peace - can be viewed or purchased at www.iwmcollections.
org.uk, by emailing photos@IWM org.uk, or by phoning 0207 416
5333.

-n-’

often made life unbearable for crew on

the surface, while temperatures
plummeted when the boat dived and
the two men inside could suffer from
hypothermia.

Despite these shortcomings,
the Seehund was feared. Its size
and the little noise it generated
when submerged made it almost
Impossible to detect.

The weather proved a far more
dangerous adversary for the two crew.
Most of the three dozen Seals lost fell
victim to bad weather.

Yet the two torpedoes strapped to
the outside of the hull would help
the small craft sink eight Allied
ships and cripple three more. The
Royal Navy needed to find an
antidote.

The North Sea weather came to

Its assistance. In mid-danuary 1945,
a Seehund was found stranded on a
sandbank in Domburg, Holland.
‘Stranded’ was perhaps a little

misleading. ‘Buried’ would be more

accurate as mine clearance
expert Lt Richard Waters
discovered when

North Sea.......... . 1941-44
English Channel...... 1942-44
NomManady ..o 1944

Class: Hunt-class mine
countermeasures vessel
Pennant number: M41
Builder: Vosper Thornycroft,
Woolston _
- | Launched: January 23 1988
Commissioned: April 21
1989
\ Displacement: 750 tons
¥{ | Length: 197ft (60 metres)
‘ Beam: 33ft (10 metres)
Draught: 10ft (2.9 metres)
Speed: 15kts
Complement: 45 ‘
/ Propulsion: 2 x Ruston-

Paxman 9-59K Deltic
diesels generating 1,900hp;
1 x Deltic 9-55B diesel
generating 780hp; 1 x bow
thruster
Sensors: Sonar 2193
= _| minehunting sonar

— - Armament: Seafox mine
== disposal system; 1 x 30mm
gun with a range of 5%
miles; 2 x Oerlikon 20mm
guns; 1 X minigun

he arrived on the Domburg sands.

He found the Seal’s two torpedoes
still attached. Both had to be rendered
iImpotent and removed Dbefore the
Admiralty could inspect its prize.

And so began a three-week recovery
operation. Waters had to dig out sand
before he could tackle the port torpedo
pistol — using a chisel and hammer.

Now, the salvage team could begin
excavating the Seal, attaching floats so it
could be righted at high tide.

And then Waters could grapple with
the starboard torpedo - which proved
equally difficult to defuse. The officer
worked In two feet of icy water, again
with a hammer, to free the firing pistol.
Even then it was not safe, for the pistol’s
detonators and primers needed removing
- a dangerous task which took the officer
more than three hours; at any moment
the charges could have exploded.

And so the first intact Seehund fell into
British hands. The salvage mission was
captured on camera by a Lt Cdr Halliday
of Naval Intelligence in this fascinating
series of images, while Lt Waters was
decorated with the George Medal for
his efforts. (HU 97476)

With thanks to lan Proctor.




BILLOWING fiercely in a very stiff February wind,
the White Ensign is lowered for the final time aboard
HMS Nottingham as the veteran destroyer bows out

of service.

Nearly 30 years to the day since she was launched, the
Type 42 was formally decommissioned on a bright, but bitter,
day in Portsmouth Naval Base.

In the shadow of the Daring-class destroyers which are
Nottingham’s successors, former commanding officers,
friends, family, plus the ship’s sponsor, Henrietta Wood,
bade farewell to the veteran warship.

Maval chaplain the Rev Ralph Barber led the service,
with music provided by the Band of HM Royal Marines
from HMS Collingwood, before Mrs Wood and Nottingham’s
youngest sailor, 18-year-old ET James Deeley thrust a knife
into a decommissioning cake.

Only a relatively select few were invited to attend the
decommissioning ceremony on Victory Jetty, but another of
Mottingham's farewell acts was far more public: a celebration of
the ship’s deeds in her namesake city.

Nottingham has enjoyed a close affiliation with the historic East
Midlands city since 1984 when civic leaders bestowed freedom
upon the ship's company.

That’s a privilege they no longer enjoy having handed back the
freedom scroll in a farewell visit.

Before they did, the ship’s company attended a service of
thanksgiving in St Mary’s Church, then a march through the heart
of Nottingham led by police on horseback.

City grandees invited the sailors into the imposing civic hall in
Mottingham's main square for a reception.

And then it was off to the pub - in uniform. As affiliations go, the
link with the historic Bell Inn (it proclaims to be Nottingham'’s oldest
pub) in Market Square is probably (a) among the more unusual and
(b) among the more popular.

The sailors presented a plaque as a token of their
appreciation for the Bell Inn’s support and
interest in them down the years.

Horatio? No, Cuthhenrt

NELSON might be remembered by the rest of the nation,
but on Tyneside it’s his deputy — and local hero — Cuthbert
Collingwood who’s revered.

So much so, in fact, that this month there will be a week-
end of festivities to mark the 200th anniversary of his death.

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope will join other
dignitaries including the Lord Mayor of Newcastle, Cllr Mike
Cookson, for the commemeoration of the vice admiral’s deeds
on Sunday March 7.

The Band of HM Royal Marines Plymouth will lead a
parade of 215 sailors from HMS Cumberland - berthed
in North Shields for the weekend — plus colleagues,
appropriately, from HMS Collingwood in Fareham and local
reservists from HMS Calliope and EMR Tyne.

The parade leaves Newcastle Civic Centre at 11.45am,

livery.

All the boats were subsequently transferred to the
Royal Navy and one-by-one the black was replaced as they underwent
overhauls.

Express’ black disappeared during a two-month lay-up in Holyhead for
the boat’s ‘annual slip period'.

Nott going out

Other ties have also sadly ended, including links with local Sea
Cadet and Combined Cadet Forces, the RNR unit HMS Sherwood,
the city's RNA and Royal British Legion branches, three schools
and a children’s ward at Nottingham City Hospital.

“There's been a huge affinity with Nottingham throughout the
ship’s life,” said the Type 42’s last Commanding Officer Cdr
Andy Price.

“We felt especially privileged to be able to seal our
relationships with the opportunity to parade through this

, fine city. The enduring support and encouragement
that the people of Nottingham have traditionally
given - not only to their adopted ship but also to
the wider Armed Forces - is much appreciated.”

And so ends the active life of a ship which
clocked up 700,000 miles on deployments

to the South Atlantic, Gulf and Far East. She .
tackled the growing problem of maritime crime in

the Mediterranean, paid the first visit by a British

warship in three generations to the Georgian port

of Poti, and helped train the Russian Federation

in counter-terrorism - another first. K

Her ship's company were praised for 04
their response in saving the vessel when
the destroyer crashed into Wolf Rock off s
Australia in 2002. The damage put the 4
ship out of action for 18 months as she
underwent upwards of £26m of repairs.

Nottingham’s final tour of duty was
a six-month deployment to the South
Atlantic which ended in April 2008. &4

Picture: LA(Phot) Dave Jenkins, FRPU East J '
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EXpress growing grey with age

NO LONGER are there any black-hulled surface ships in Her
Majesty’s Navy with the Iast of the Fleet finally succumbing to
the all-pervasive battleship gre

University boat HMS Express was the last of a quartet of
P2000s with a black hull.

The vessels — Exploit, Example and Explorer complete
the foursome — were originally built for service in the Royal
MNaval Auxiliary Service in the 1980s, hence the different

making its way to the Cathedral Church of St Nicholas for a
service of thanksgiving at 12.30pm.

The Collingwood 2010 Festuval features a series of
events across the North East including an exhibition at
Discovery Museum and a spectacular event at Tynemouth’s
Collingwood Monument over the weekend of March 6-7,
including warship and gun salutes.

She’s now returned to her berth in Penarth, near Cardiff, to resume her
duties as the University Royal Naval Unit serving students from Swansea
and the Welsh capital.

“We were disappointed to lose the black hull initially as it made us unique
among the URNUs, but now we realise that it's the Welsh Dragon on the
side of the ship and the people inside that really count,” said senior Mid
Aaron Corp.
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Win a Harrier tribute

WE HAVE a treat for fast jet fans this month, courtesy of
AirForces Monthly, the world’s number one military aviation
magazine.

It's produced a 32-page tribute to the work of Joint Force
Harrier — including the Naval Strike Wing - in Afghan skies.

Their five-year mission - one of the longest in the history of UK
fast jet operations — came to an end on July 1 last year.

The Herrick Harriers supplement, written by the magazine’s
editor, Alan Warnes, is free with the March issue of AirForces
Monthly. This in-depth account of Harrier operations features
exclusive interviews and photos from Kandahar.

The magazine and supplement are on sale now from all good
newsagents - or you can have a crack at winning one of five
copies. Just tell us the name of the engineering firm which
produces the Harrier's Pegasus engine.

Answers, marked ‘Herrick Harriers’, to the address on page
26 — or email herrickharriers@navynews.co.uk. Entries must be
received by mid-day on Friday April 16 2010.

Officially the world’s number one military

PN

aviation magazine

JUST £4.20!

March
issue
out now!

Including
FREE 32-page
‘Herrick Harriers’
supplement

Written by the magazine's Editor, Alan Warnes, ‘Herrick Harriers' is
dedicated entirely to the work of Joint Force Harrier in Afghanistan.
With exclusive interviews and photos from Kandahar, this

special supplement provides an in-depth account of the vital
contribution made by RAF Cottesmore and RAF Wittering towards
Operation Herrick.

“Simply, | feel it is the best recent record of modern
Harrier history that | have had the pleasure to read.”

GARY WATERFALL, Group Captain,

Joint Force Harrier Force Commander, Royal Air Force
M o

Purchase your copy from

or any other leading newsagents or order online at
www.keypublishing.com/shop

Separating? Divorcing?

Specialist Armed Forces COfflfn
pension advice... m eW

If you are considering a separation or
divorce call our Family Helpline for
more details of our Free Half Hour
Consultation which can be by phone
or in person. We also have a dedicated
Armed Forces area on our website
with comprehensive information on
a whole range of family matters,
including pension advice.
We can help you through...

0800 827168

www :nﬂlnmew ::n.uh

feham, North 1r i Portsmouth =] ||I gl l; sport

You can find out more
detaills and email us
regarding Family
matters via our
website

coffinmew.co.uk

Professional Legal Advice
for the Professionals...

Forces Law Network members offer legal
services to serving and retired personnel

throughout the world (including Reservists,
the Civil Service and their families).

® Courts Martial ® Disciplinary Procedures @ Employment and
Reinstatement of Reserve Forces Personnel @ Service Investigations
® Crime ® House and Business Purchase or Sale including LSAP’s
@ Divorce, Children, Pensions and Terminal Grants @ Accidents and
Compensation @ Armed Forces Compensation Scheme Preview
@ Wills or Death of a Relative

0845 6011260

www.forceslaw.com

Remember - initial advice and guidance is FREE of charge and our
reputation is well supported with over 60 years' experience in
legal assistance to the Armed Forces.
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Permanent tribute
to mine warriors

THIS 1s an impression of a twice-life-size sculpture which will one day
serve as a lasting tribute to sailors in one of the loneliest — and most

dangerous

professions: underwater warfare.

A frogman struggles to disarm a moored mine, a defining image of
one aspect of the challenge faced by sailors in mine countermeasures,
protecting life at sea and the nation’s seaways for more than a century.

The Vernon Monument

named after the RIN's long-standing home

of mine warfare and diving branches — i1s earmarked for a spot in the
former non-tidal creek at the defunct establishment.

HMS Vernon closed nearly 15 years ago and the site has since been
redeveloped into the hugely successful Gunwhart Quays shopping-
leisure-housing complex on Portsmouth’s waterfront,

A little of the Victorian part of this venerable site remains, notably
the Customs House (today a pub) and images of Vernon in its heyday
can be found around the Gunwharf complex.

But a determined group of men who served there felt something was
missing — the human element. The result is the Vernon Monument,
which we alluded to briefly in an article championing the wartime
deeds of John OQuvry in our January edition.

Well, this is how Australian sculptor Les Johnson imagines that

memorial.

Thirteen artists vied for the prestigious contract, whittled down to
three who then visited Gunwharf, HMS Collingwood’s minewarfare
section and the Fleet Diving Squadron H() on Horsea Island for

Inspiration.

They produced maquettes — small-scale versions of their intended

sculptures

for a panel of experienced ex-Vernon servicemen to

examine; the latter decided Mr Johnson’s concept would most closely
epitomise the combined branches’ mine disposal role.

The full-size version of the sculpture will cost around £250,000 to
create and nstall. The team behind Project Vernon — motto ‘nothing
too awkward to achieve’ — 15 already around one fifth of the way to its

target.

To assist the fund-raising, a series of limited edition prints, Danger At
Depeh, depicting a diver attaching explosive charges to a moored mine,
has been produced by marine artist John R Terry FCSD.

Some of the 215-sized run of A3-plus-size pictures are still available
via the dedicated website, www.vernon-monument.org, with prices
starting at £75. Mr Terry has now been commissioned to produce a
second oil painting which will highlight the Ton class vessels which
played such a significant part in the history of HMS Vernon.

More details about Project Vernon can be found at the above website
where you can now also make a donation directly to the appeal.

SAR turn from Jungly crew

A SEA KING crew back from
Afghanistan found themselves on
another rescue mission — this time
in Dorset.

Their 846 NAS Jungly was on a
training flight over Musbury when
the crew spotted a lengthy tailback
on the A358 between Axminster
and Seaton. Following that queue,
they found an overturned car.

Pilot Lt Cdr Gavin Simmonite
(who received the DFC for his

skill in Afghan skies — see page 7)
set the Sea King down in a field,
while aircrewman Sgt Llovd RM
discussed the driver’s plight with a

paramedic.
They decided the woman, who
suffered head injuries, needed

flving to hospital in Yeovil, which
the Sea King did via the Agusta
Westland site in the town.

She subsequently underwent
tests for her injuries.

{-}figillﬂﬂy SCt U|."I dd Al l.:l-rpl'i-'_-':llugi.'..
we now assist children with a wide
range of needs and at times of

family crisis.

Applications can be made at any
time. Those seeking assistance

can contact the othce direct for an

-.|pp|it.".uiun form:-

Children's Fund

Registered Charity No. 1075015
PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

The RN & RM Childrens is a National Charity
based in Portsmouth. We care for children
'ﬂf mecn ﬂ.nd womecn Whﬂ hﬂVE SEI.'VECI Oor arc

serving in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines.

Monique Bateman

or Laurene Smith

RN & RM Children’s Fund
311 Twytord Avenue
Portsmouth

PO2 8RN

Telephone: 023 9263 9534
Fax: 023 9267 7574

Email: rnchildren@btconnect.com

SECRETARY of State for
Defence Bob Ainsworth
IS a man with a keen
historical sense of the
Navy’'s importance in
shaping our island
destiny.

“People say 1t’s that strip of sea,
that 20 miles of channel which
keeps us safer than continental
Europe has been through its
history.

“But it’s the people who have
effectively patrolled it for centuries
who have kept us safe,” he told
Nawvy News, when he spoke about
the Green Paper and forthcoming
Strategic Defence Review.

The Strategic Defence
Review, the first since 1998, will
be produced shortly after the
election.

As a prelude, the Green Paper
sets out the options for defence,
ralsing serious questions about
the UK’s place in the world, the
threats we face, how we can best
protect ourselves and crucially,
how much we are prepared to pay
tor 1t (see opposite).

“There are a couple of big
questions that we need to ask the
public,” explained the Secretary of
State.

“One is, what kind of country
do they want us to be, what kind
of a role do they want us to play in
the world?

“And the other 1s, how much
are they prepared to pay? You can’t
get away from those two 1ssues,
because they are opposite sides of
the same coin.”

A struggle for funding 1s
inevitable, not just for defence
as a whole, but among the three
Services.

In this battle for resources,
the Navy tends to feel at a
disadvantage. It 1s not as wvisible
as the other services and its
contribution to land operations
in not always recognised by the
general public.

Mr Aimnsworth acknowledges
this as a problem. He said: “At sea
is out of sight, certainly under the
sea is out of sight, and so making
people aware, particularly when
yvou've got high end operations
going on 1s a real difficulty.

“HMS Iron Duke might pop
up in the middle of the Caribbean
with a great big drugs seizure but
it’s a relatively fleeting glance at
a patrol reassurance capability
that’s been provided for months
on end.”

He continued: “Showing the
flag, presence, influence, coercion,
deterrence — they're all effects we
relv on the Navy and different
aspects of the Navy to deliver.

“And we ask an awful lot of
them in terms of the amount of
output for the number of platforms
that they've got and the amount of
money and resources. People are
working enormously hard in order
to deliver defence.”

He agrees that the recent focus
on land operations tends to under-
represent the Navy's contribution.

He said: “If you look at current
operations in Afghanistan and
Haiti, the contributions that the
Navy 18 making are huge and 1
think if they saw the percentage
figures, people would be really
surprised.”

“But even when the Royal
Marines are not deployed and
running Task Force Helmand,
the Navy is still making a huge
contribution.

The defence secretary added:
“When I talk to constituents and
family members about the level
of visibility and understanding of
what the navy is doing, it’s not
where we would like it to be.

“I know there are a lot of senior
people in the Navy worried about
the wvisibility of the Naval Service
and I think there i1s a degree
of truth in that with regards to
population at large.

“What people do understand is
that we're an island nation and far,
far more dependent upon trade
and therefore the free passage of
goods in the world than practically
any other nation on earth.

“If the security systems and
the trade systems of the world fall
over we catch cold as much, if not
more, than anybody.”

Now that other countries
including China, Russia, India and
France are building up their navies,

® Scope for change... Defence Secretary Bob Ainsworth tries out the periscope on HMS Trafalgar shortly

before the veteran submarine was paid off

Picture: LA{Phot) Shaun Barlow, FRPU West

Since the last defence review...

peacekeeping
operations in the
Balkans

major commitment of
RN/RM forces in Sierra
Leone

of RN/RM forces in
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Afghanistan (operations

ongoing);

sailors support efforts
to contain Foot and
Mouth outbreak

2 @ Qw rds of 19,000

Service personnel
provide cover during
fire-fighters strike

2003

invasion of Ilraq -
largest RN force
assembled since
Falklands (operations
run until 2009)

is this a good time to contemplate
running the Royal Navy down?

He said: “It’s lovely to think we
can just go back to the old days
where we had lines of battleships
that we could display and a fleet
the size of the second and third
most powerful nations’ fleets put
together.

“But we can’t
defend ourselves
in isolation I
don’t think even
the Americans
believe that they
can do that - so
we have to de-
fend ourselves as
part of a partner-
ship, or alhances,
NATQ, the EU.
To be credible
members of those
alliances we have
to be able to play
a role and make a
contribution.

“1 think
our ability to play that role in
supporting everything  from
peacekeeping operations Lo
stabilisation buys us considerable
influence.”

Some defence reviews in the
past have been criticised for not
being tied in with foreign and
security policy — would this one be
different?

“I don’t think we’ll fall down
on that,” he said. “The last SDR
was grounded in foreign policy

2 0 Q g;d RFA personnel

provide assistance
after Asia’s Boxing Day
tsunami

2005

RN-led rescue of
trapped Russian
submariners

2006

Naval task force
evacuates 4,500
civilians from Lebanon

2007

RN and RFA help Belize
in wake of Hurricane
Dean;

sailors drafted in
following floods in
Gloucestershire

objectives and [ think this one will
be as well.

“Qur security policy has been
updated fairly recently and
we’ve got to see defence as part
of that security in the round, so
the Strategic Defence Review is
certainly going to do that and the
Green Paper sits within.”

There 1s a fear that

“At sea is out of the Navys frigate and
sight, certainly
under the sea is
out of sight, and
so making people
aware, particularly
when you’ve got
high end operations " .
going on, is a real
difficulty.”

destroyer numbers
have been sacrificed
for the new carriers,
and may be run
down even more.
Can the Navy
continue o
deliver when
its frigate and
destroyer forces
are so reduced?
said:
“We've bought
the Type 45
now and it is
a  fantastic
ship with an
amazing capability, but at the end
of the day they cost us about £1
billion apiece.

*We're soon going to have to
replace the Type 22/23s and the
Navy is already working on this,
but if the future surface combatant
1s going to cost £1 billion we’re
not going to have many of them,
and we’re not going to be able to
sell them 1n the export market.

“And if we can’t do that, how
can we maintain the skills base

2010

2008

minehunters and divers
complete survey work
in Guif;

RFA helps rebuild the
harbour in Tristan da
Cunha

200

concerted effort
against pirates off

::lm I::ﬂrn of M'Hng]
operations ongoing)
HMS Iron Duke scores
record drugs bust in
Caribbean

east 4,000 RN and
RM personnel deployed
overseas daily;
continuous Search and
Rescue d
continuous fishery
protection patrols;
continuous nuclear
deterrent patrols

needed for our defence capability
going forward?”

One solution may be to build
cheaper ships, and more of them
did he think this was a reasonable
option?

“That 15 something that's got
to be considered but at the same
time we need a sonar capability
that’'s been provided at an
impressive level by the Type 23,7
Mr Ainsworth said.

“Life moves on and the threat
moves on, and getting the balance
right, so that we can protect a
capital ship at sea and vet be
able to cover the grounds i1s an
enormously difficult choice.

*The Navy 1s wresthng with all
these 1ssues and I know the review
i1s going to have to wrestle with
them as well, so all we can do at
this stage is flag them up as issues
in the Green Paper.”

There i1s also another study into
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary — why is
this taking place so soon after the
last one?

The minister explained:
“We should welcome efficiency
examinations, and 1 don’t believe
we can afford to do anything
other than look all the time to see
whether or not we're operating as
capably and efficiently as we can.

“But what we've got to do i1s
make sure those studies capture all
the complexity of the job — and the
job 1s sometimes more complex
than people imagine.

“Supplyshipstothe Navysounds



nation's hea

—

THE nation - and the Royal Navy - face “hard choices” when the first
fundamental shake-up of Britain’s Armed Forces in 18 years takes

place.

The gmr_ernment has set out its broad vision for the future of the
Services, inviting comment from the

Army and Air Force.

The Green Paper - Adaptability and Partnership
down the lengthy path of a, full strategic defence re

since 1998,

It Invites comments from within and without the Services - the
latter ca.n_hawe their say via, defenceconsultations.org.uk
- which will help Whitehall shape the defence review, due to be

produced after this spring’s general election.

Because it’s a consultation document, there are few specifics

relating to any of the three Services.

But there are some pasic issues which are unlikely to change as a result of the paper: the
need to protect incoming and outgoing trade worldwide; the need to protect the 12 million

Britons who live oversees; the need to defend the UK’

iglands.

The paper also believes that military

continue to be dominated by the conflict in Afghanistan.

Beyond that, the document’s authors believe our nation faces threats from global

terrorism - not just Al Qaeda and its associates. but also on th i
T . ; & domestic front from
dissident Republic groups in Northern Ireland.

Fragile or failing states, such as Somalia, will also

indirectly.

Whitehall believes our Armed Forees could iner

public so it can shape the Navy,

- is the first step
view - the first

Tt Ddenes
HFategy oy

FRutiition Fad sy,

s borders beyond the confines of our

operations in the first year of the review will

pose continuing problems directly or

easingly be called upon to deal with

International crime - as presently tackled by the RIV and RFA in the Caribbean and Middle

East.

And there is the ever-present problem of natural

disasters at home (the floods in

=007) and abroad (hurricanes in the Caribbean or the recent -
j earthquake in Haiti
Invariably lead to a response from Britain’s Armed Forces. q ) which

To meet these, and other, challe
cost - at a time when the econo

nges the nation does face substantial obstacles, notably

. my 1s in a very fragile condition.
With that in mind, the paper wants to look at w

military and civilian - is justified and whether m
Put simply, says the paper,
cost, both of maintaining a te

hether the number of senior personnel -
ore of the defence estate can be sold off.
“the more we prepare to do, the higher the cost”. And that
chnological edge over our adversaries and of paying for the

men and women to do the business of war, will rise above the rate of inflation.

These are not challenges faced by the UK alone. To that end Whitehall beli
: : ’ believes
work more closely with our Allies, especiall y the European Union. R

Announeing the paper, Defence Sec
of Britain's Armed Forces were two

retary Bob Ainsworth said fundamental to the future
questions: what role did Britons wish their nation to

play on the world stage; and how much were they prepared to pay for defence?
While there has been considerable media speculation about the future of some of the

RN's most expensive programmes, notably the re

embroiled in an indefinite conflict on land, the D

balanced military remained the core aim.
“Afghanistan is the top priority today,

placement carriers, when the nation is
efence Secretary stressed maintaining a

but we must also ensure that our Armed Forces

are ready to confront the challenges of tomorrow. There is no more im i
: ortant
a government than defence,” Mr Ainsworth said. 5 AR S
We cannot assume that tomorrow’s conflict will replicate today's. In planning for the

f:.:.i‘:‘ure we must anticipate a wide range of threats and requirements.
Hard choices and important decisions lie ahead.”

The full document can be found at www.mod.
Ahm:_ltn efence/CorporatePublications
PublicConsultations/ TheDefenceGree

very sensible, and reasonable, and
easy. But these people and these
ships have to be totally integrated
with RN capability — and that’s
without even talking about a high-
threat environment that might
arise,”

He added: “So long as we
capture all of the requirements,
and as long as we really look at 1t
in the round, then I don’t think we
should run away from efficiency
studies. If we can do things better,
we should.”

Against the backdrop of a global
economic crisis, the Government
15 struggling to meet rising fuel
and utility costs, increases in pay
and pensions, and cost growth
Oon major equipment projects. So
15 there much chance of getting
more money out of the Treasury
for defence?

“We are in difficult financial
times and I don’t think they’re
going to get easier in the next
couple of vears,” said Mr
Ainsworth.

“Assuming that we're going to
get more money i1s going to be
very difficult, and we’ve got to be
able to prove over time that we're
capable of delivering wvalue for
money.”

He continued: “We do get
attacked on the procurement
programme and while ours might
not be worse than other countries
in the world, I'm sure there is
room for improvement. We've got
to be seen to deliver real effect in
all the theatres and give good value
to the taxpayers.

“What they're paving for is an
insurance policy, and our Armed
Forces are our ultimate insurance
policy.

“But it has to be the right policy,
otherwise it’s not worth buying.
And they have to be able to afford
the premium as well.”

The Secretary of State is quick
to scotch recent media reports
about infighting among the Service
chiefs protecting their interests
in the light of the forthcoming
Defence Review.

He said: “We have three new
single Service chiefs who all came
into post in the summer of last
year, just after I did, and they've
been a fantastic team.”

“Of course there’s a difference
of emphasis. The First Sea Lord
has a responsibility to make sure
that people understand the naval
side of the house, just as the
Chief of the General Staff makes
sure that we understand the land
environment.

“But I've been hugely supported
by all of them and they have taken
some very difficult decisions
together,

“We moved L300 million last
vear in order to get more money
into the Afghan campaign. Some
of that was at the expense of naval
capability, and put a little bit more
squeeze on certain aspects of the
Naval Service.”

He added: “There are massively
difficult decisions to be taken
and they take them in the best
interest of defence, aware of the
consequences of every single part.
They work as a team.”

As Secretary of State for
Defence since June 2009, Bob
Ainsworth’s career could have
taken a very different turn.

He clearly loves the Navy and as
a boy growing up in Coventry he
became a Sea Cadet and seriously
considered joining up.

He said: *I very nearly joined
the Navy when I was a yvoung lad.
I thought the young girls would go
for me in the uniform as much as
anything!

“But I bottled out — I was very
voung and I wound up getting

uk/Defencelnternet/
/ConsultationsandCommunications S
nPaper2010Discussion.htm

involved in all kinds of other career
opportunities.

“But I would love to have done
— I would absolutely love to have
done. I think it was an opportunity
missed.

“There 15 something very
romantic about sailing out of port.
Whether it’s a warship or any other
ship it’s a fantastic experience. I
would have loved the adventure,
and there’s still a huge opportunity
for that.”

Given the Navy’s declining size
and influence between those days
and now, would he still encourage
young men and women to join?

He said: “I think it has got a lot
to offer. It still turns boys into men
and girls into women. I think 1t’s a
great opportunity, whether it’s the
Navy or the forces generally.

“I meet lots of bright guys in
the Forces and I meet lots living in
civvy street for whom I think the
Armed Forces would have been a
fantastic opportunity.”

Mr Ainsworth continued: “But
there is a great tradition in our
country of supporting the Navy.

“There was a love for the city-
class ships — I know, coming
from Coventry, which i1s about as
far away from the sea as you can
get — and a real reaction that we
weren’t able to have a new HMS
Coventry.

“I think the whole of the
country is romantically connected
to the Navy because of our history
and the sea and because we're
an island. The Navy has got the
most fantastic tradition and the
nation for centuries has owed it so
much in terms of its safety and its
character.”

He added: “It’s got a fantastic
history, it's embedded in the
nation’s heart. We depend on the
Navy for our security today and
we will do tomorrow.”
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® RAF rescue flaunch HSL 102 and veferan RN
Motor Gunboat MGB 81 return to their old ‘stomping
ground"in the Solent

ires of the
eas saved

THESE magnificent boats — among the last reminders of craft which
scythed through the narrow seas at high speed - have been saved for
the nation.

Seven decades ago, Motor Gunboat 81 and High Speed Launch
102 were ‘the Spitfires of the Seas’, among the fastest craft the nation
possessed.

Seventy years later, they'll be tearing around the Solent thanks to a
£580,000 grant which allows the duo to be preserved.

The craft have been snapped up by Portsmouth Naval Base
Property Trust, aided by that handout from the National Heritage
Memorial Fund, plus private and public donations and fund-raising.

The result is that both boats, currently on display in the marina
at Gunwharf Quays, should be running around Portsmouth Harbour
and the Solent - not just for the public to admire, but to ride as
well.

The aim is to allow people to charter the boats and experience
the thrill of a plywood boat cutting through the Solent at upwards
of 40kts, as well as travel at a more leisurely pace from Portsmouth
to the Explosion Museum at Priddy’s Hard - where motor boats
were once based.

“Those of us who particularly cherish these boats are very
grateful,” said Lt James Shadbolt (pictured right), a veteran of 8th Motor Gunboat Flotilla
with which MGB 81 served.

“It'’s wonderful to know that future generations will be able to experience these extremely exciting
machines first-hand, just as we did as young men during the war.”

Of the two craft, MGB 81 was operated by the Royal Navy between 1942 and 1945, serving with
the 8th MGB Flotilla and later 1st MTB Flotilla.

She saw action in the Channel and North Sea, suffering damage in a clash with a German convoy
off the Hook of Holland and harassed enemy traffic of the Cotentin Peninsula during the Normandy
campaign.

She was sold after the war and eventually turned into a houseboat before a lengthy programme
to restore her began in 1988.

HSL 102 was used as a rescue boat by the RAF - a precursor to the search and rescue function
performed today by the BN, BAF and Coastguard.

The air force craft is credited with saving the lives of 102 downed airmen (including two Luftwaffe
crews); it's thought around 10,000 aircrew owe their lives to the HSL class.

Both vessels were built by the British Powerboat Company at Hythe in Southampton Water,
w;hﬁre t;the designs were tested by a certain T E Shaw - a pseudonym of T E Lawrence, Lawrence
of Arabia.

The two craft can still reach the top speeds they were capable of when in service — 39kts for HSL
102, one knot faster for MGB 81.

The boats join a growing list of more than 1,000 iconic objects in the UK which have received
money from the National Heritage Memorial Fund over the past three decades, including the Mary
Rose, Flying Scotsman, HMS Cavalier and the papers of Sir Walter Scott.

“The purchase of these boats iIs just what the fund was set up to do - to defend the most
outstanding parts of our national heritage at risk as a memorial to those who have died for the UK,”
said Bob Bewley, the fund’s director of operations.

“These gunboats are integral to our rich seafaring history.”
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Astute
arrival I1s
covered

THE Royal Naval Philatelic
Society has produced a lhmited
edition commemorative cover to
mark HMS Astute joining the
Fleet.

There are five categories of
cover, three of which are signed,
and all use the Roval Mail stamps
from 2001 which were produced
for the centenary of the Submarine
Service.

They range in price from
£10.90 for the plain version to
£52 for those signed by senior RN
officers and Astute’s CO and XQO,
though society members receive a
50 per cent discount.

All 410 covers also contain a
text sheet and four double-sided
colour photographs.

For details of this and other
sets still available see the RNPS
website www.rnphilatelic.org/

Museum
recruiting

CODEBREAKING museum
Bletchley Park had a record-
breaking 2009, and now needs
more volunteers to help this year’s
visitors get the most from the site.

Last year saw a 30 per cent
increase on 2008, and the museum
— home of the boffins who cracked
the German Enigma code in
World War 2 — smashed through
the 100,000-visitor mark.

The National Codes Centre is
seeking to recruit volunteer tour
guides and stewards, with the
initiative being formally launched
at a special recruitment fair on
Friday March 12 and Saturday
March 13, when the park’s existing
tour guides will be on hand to
meet potential new recruits and
show them the ropes.

For more information see Www.
bletchleypark.org.uk

Polar epic rev

A SNOW-encrusted statue in
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
1s a timely reminder of the start
of a series of anniversaries over
the next two vyears.

The bronze statue 1s of legendary
Antarctic explorer Robert Falcon
Scott, and was sculpted by his
widow Lady Kathleen Scott 1n
1915 to commemorate her
husband’s doomed attempt to be
the first to reach the South Pole.

A century ago Scott, who
was born near Devonport, was
preparing for his ill-fated second
foray to the frozen continent — the
Terra Nova expedition.

Today museums in Portsmouth
and Cambridge are preparing to
celebrate the centenary of this
important scientific voyage.

In 2012, the centenary of Scott’s
death, the Royal Naval Museum
in Portsmouth plans to display a
sledge and pair of skis from that
expedition.

The sledge was used by PO
Thomas Willlamson in the search
for Scott’s missing polar party.

In June this vyear - the
anniversary month of Scott’s
departure — the Polar Museum at
the Scott Polar Research Institute
in Cambridge will reopen with
new galleries,

The Institute, a sub-department
of the University of Cambridge,
was established in 1920 by Frank
Debenham as a memorial to Scott
and his companions.

Debenham was a geologist on
the expedition, and a member
of the support party who turned
back before the final push to the
South Pole.

While wanting a fitting tribute
to Scott, he was also keen to see
the explorer’s work continue.

The Institute developed into
an international centre for polar
explorers, scholars and enthusiasts,
and has been in the van of polar
work for more than 85 years.

The new galleries will include

A sporting
gesture

isitet

® Heavy snow, a masted ship and Capt Scott - the pictures by Phil
George (above, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard) and Lt Rolf Williams
(right) evoke the events of a century ago

exhibitions

on the

explorers

who mapped out the Arctic and
Antarctic, while the section on
Scott and his expedition will
display clothing, food, transport
and scientific equipment, as well
as Capt Qates’ sleeping bag -
recently selected as one of the top
100 items in the BBC’s A History

of the World.

Lawrence Qates, an officer in
the 6th (Inniskilling) Dragoons,
was one of the four men who
accompanied Scott in his attempt
to be the first to the South Pole.

On their return, disheartened
at having been beaten to their goal
by Amundsen (who reached the
pole a month before the British
party), Oates became increasingly

troubled by war wounds.

Conscious that he was slowing
the progress of his companions,
and thus reducing their chances
of reaching safety, Oates sacrificed

by Billy

MINISTRY of Defence Police
officers at Coulport in Scotland
have been doing their bit to ease
the lives of people in Afghanistan
through the international medium
of sport.

Constable Billy Haves, currently
serving at the Interim Helmand
Police Training Centre at Lashkar
(Gah, issued an appeal to MOD
Police and Guarding Agency
colleagues to collect old sports
tops and equipment.

He had noticed that although
the locals enjoyed sporting
activities during their spare time,
they lacked basic clothing and
equipment.

Officers at Coulport, the RN
armaments depot near Faslane,
where Billy is normally based, rose
to the challenge and so far have
collected around 170 tops and

Eat

other clothing.

“When the working day is done,
after evening prayers, the recruits
and local people like a kick-around
and other sports,” said Billy.

“It 1s a way for them to unwind
and come together.”

Billy 1s a part of the international
peacekeeping force in the region,
training around 150 new police
recruits every three weeks.

Marines cleared

FOUR Royal Marines have been
cleared of all charges over the
death of a sailor in Portsmouth
last year.

Mne Ben Scott was charged
with manslaughter and affray, and
Mnes Mark Clarke, Luke Morton
and James Tavlor charged with
affray, following the death of ET
Kyle Bartlett, of HMS Liverpool,
on May 5 2009,

But a jury at Winchester
Crown Court acquitted all four
defendants — who had originally
been charged with murder — on
all charges.

himself to give the others a better
opportunity,

The sacrifice was in vain, as his
companions were later brought
to a standstll by unusually severe
weather conditions, and their
frozen bodies were discovered by
a search party in late November
1912, barely a dozen miles from a
stores depot.

Diary entries suggested the
last man alive — probably Scott
— had succumbed to cold and
exhaustion at the end of March
that same year.

A number of events will be
staged over the next two years
to commemorate the Terra Nova
expedition, Scott’s career and
polar exploration.

More information will be
posted on the museum websites,
www.spri.cam.ac.uk and www.
historicdockyard.co.uk, as 1t
becomes available
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® Bloodhound pictured in 1964, with Prince Philip at the helm

Picture: Copyright: Beken Ltd

Classic yacht goes on show

A CLASSIC 1930s ocean racing yacht owned by
the Queen and Prince Philip in the 1960s has been
bought by the Royal Yacht Britannia Trust and will go
on display alongside Britannia in Edinburgh.

Built in 1936 by the Camper & Nicholsons yard in
Gosport, Bloodhound was one of the most successful
ocean racing yvachts ever built, winning scores of races
along the South Coast.

On the back of this success she was acquired by
the Royal Family in 1962 and Prince Philip enjoved
much success competing with her at the Cowes Week
regatta off the Isle of Wight, often carrying members
of foreign royal houses and dignitaries.

During that period Bloodhound would also

accompany Britannia in the Western Isles when the
Roval Family had their family holiday.

On these occasions Prince Charles and Princess
Anne learned to sail on her, and when not in use
by the Queen the vacht was crewed by a number
of youth organisations, using Bloodhound to teach
other young people how to sail.

In 1969 she was sold, and was finally retired from
racing in 2001. Thereafter she fell into disrepair and
had almost gone bevond salvage when she was bought
by classic yacht restorer Tony McGrail in 2003,

He had her brought back to pristine condition,
and 1t 1s now hoped that the vacht will go on display
alongside Britannia at Leith from next month.

® Royal Navy and Royal Marines personnel join X Factor 2009 finalists Olly Murs and Stacey Solomon
on stage at the opening of the 2010 Tullett Prebon London Boat Show at the ExCelL in London. Pictured
with the singers are (from left) L/Cpl lan Daulton (FPGRM), ABs Perry Hayward (back) and Ollie Perkins

(HMS Cumberland), Cpl Neil Fellows (FPGRM) and Lt Liam Flatt of (Navy Command)
Picture: PO{Phot) Yam Yam Reynolds
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SWORD and Beach.

Put the words in close proximity and you’ll conjure up images
of a five-mile stretch of the Calvados shore from Ouistreham to
St Aubin-sur-Mer stormed on the morning of June 6, 1944.

Not the sands of Pentewan in Cornwall... or the shingle of
Browndown in Gosport.

In truth, neither was ‘Sword Beach'. More accurately, they
were beaches ‘attacked’ during South-west Sword, the warm-
up by Britain’s amphibious forces for exercises in Norway.

Perhaps we're being a little generous with the phrase ‘warm-

up’.
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= ® In the bleak midwinter.. (Clockwise) A

solitary commando on Pentewan Sands

w| watches a landing craft in the mist; a ‘'stick’

from 42 Commando join a Jungly Sea King
aboard Albion in Stokes Bay; a Challenger 2,

#| Scimitar and green berets emerge from the

smoke at Browndown; a CHF Sea King in
dramatic action,; a pensive moment for the

! men of 42 Commando; and landing craft

and raiders approach the Browndown
shingle with RFA Mounts Bay docked

Neither Mevagissey nor Stokes Bay are toasty in January. | down in the distance

Especially not in January 2010.

South-west Sword opened in a Cornish fug and ended in the
Solent murk ten days later.

In between, there was quite a bit going on...

Amphibious flagship HMS Albion parked off Pentewan in
company with RFA Mounts Bay and promptly began to ferry the
green berets of 42 Commando ashore on to sands beloved by
tourists... but not in the depths of January.

Aside from staff from 1 Assault Group Royal Marines - the
parent organisation for the Corps’ amphibious arm - who set
up shop on Mounts Bay to direct 42's landings, experts from
the Flag Officer Sea Training were also on hand to observe how
Albion performed.

The exercise was the final test for the assault ship after
emerging from refit last year.

= And she needed to be on top form, because she’s heavily in

4 demand in 2010.

& Aside from Cold Response in Norway (see next month), the

= ship is spearheading the BN's flagship deployment of the year,

< Auriga, which will see her cross the Atlantic with HMS Ark Royal
e 1 to exercise with the US Navy and US Marines.
o ; All that’s a long way in the future. For now it's fog, mud, mist
e D > and two English beaches.
%ﬂﬁ ! Pentewan was the warm-up part of this, er, warm-up exercise.
3 ,_jg = South-west Sword really kicked off in the Solent, where the
S Royals were joined by troops from the King's Royal Hussars
S and Royal Logistic Corps and something the green berets don't

have in their arsenal, but the Army does: a Challenger 2 main
battle tank.

Two Challenger 2 main battle tanks to be precise, ferried
ashore by LCUs. And a few other tracked vehicles.

Which was jolly nice of them.

“It was good to work with the Army - they have assets like
the tanks that we could use,” said Cpl Louis Martinez, section
commander, Mike Company 42 Cdo.

“It's good practice for us and it shows just what we are
capable of.”

With South-west Sword done, the Royals returned to their
base at Bickleigh (their sister unit 45 is in Norway, but the 42
boys will be back aboard Albion for Auriga).

Meanwhile, within sight of Devonport Naval Base...

Not all the work-up for Cold Response took place at
Browndown and Pentewan. There was a much smaller
scale exercise for HMS Ocean’s inherent BM unit, 9 Assault
Squadron.

Ocean wasn't involved in South-west Sword, but she is taking
part in the exercises in Norway and needed a little amphibious
‘refresher’.

Hence a week of training around Plymouth. With 42 and 45
Commandos engaged elsewhere, the men to be deposited
ashore came courtesy of 993 Troop, recruits in the final stage of
training at CTCRM in Lympstone.

The would-be green berets arrived on the Mighty O fresh
from Foggin Tor on Dartmoor which was characteristically wet.
After ‘Operation Dryout’ (warm food, bit of laundry) aboard

the helicopter carrier, there was a re-introduction to the art of
boarding Ocean'’s landing craft and inflatable raiders, followed
by yet more warm food (“a classic range stew”) and a repeat of
the first drills... but in the dark (and the rain to boot).

. It culminated in the troop’s reconnaissance team being

= dropped on a beach without being spotted so they could yomp
to the top a cliff.

Their cargo safely dropped off, 9 Assault Squadron returned
to mother in what we're told were ‘on limits' sea state (ie a bit
sptI:nrty] which resulted in some ‘exciting’ (ie hair-raising) davit
drills.

Still, crack on.

For the rest of 993, there was a night above Ocean, followed
by a return to the beach by day to meet up with their recce
comrades and march to their objective.

“The week was a great opportunity for the squadron to bring
the new-joiners in to the swing of things — and to exercise with
some real troops,” said Mne Evans of 9 ASRM.

*The recruits had the bonus of a trip on board a ship which
many of them may find themselves operating from after they
pass out of training.

“If that wasn’t enough benefit, we were able to bring a group
of Royal Naval Reserve amphibious watchkeepers on to the 2
beach to experience the watch they'll be keeping on exercises e a

_ and operations when they're deployed.” :
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® Section attack and contact drills on the Cold Weather Warfare
Course for the UK Comman

INAY I INEWOD, IVLAKRLEL SULU

HERE'S a Tugg cartoon
which featurestwo cheery

matelots basking in the
sun being bathed in a storm of

invective from a Royal Marine.
One Jack turns to the other
and says: “What’'samatter wiv
‘iml?” The reply: “You know
what they're like... It's becos
‘e’s not up in Norway buried
under ten feet of snow.”

And it is indeed the season
of Royal Marines up to their
necks in Norwegian snow, plus
assorted others connected with
3 Commando Brigade who have
ventured into the green berets’
frozen area of expertise.

Exercise Lupus Il has drawn
into the Arctic Circle the green
berets of 45 Commando for their
harsh winter training along with
personnel from 29 Commando

Royal Artillery, 24 Commando
Engineering Regiment, 539
Assault Squadron RM, the

Command Support Group and the

Commando Logistic Regiment
"~ (CLR).
—~' 45 Commando’s Commanding
£~Officer Lt Col Oliver Lee summed
»" up the value of this exercise in
- . extreme cold weather skills: “The
biggest challenge for the men
here is coping with what are very
manding conditions:

d Support Group

® The m&pﬁ? issault Squadron are grilled on name, rank and number amid icebreaking drills

Photographs: PO(Phot) Dav

r

e Husbands

e

® Marines, sailors and soldiers from the Commando Logistic
Regiment head into the hills of the training area

“You pay a hard price for a
mistake up here.”

HIS Lupus stint saw the

recently set-up Logistic Task
Group of CLR head north - this
team is made up of some 100
people all ready to deploy in less
than five days to provide second-
line support to smaller operations
worldwide.

Lt Bobby Pearson, the
Regimental Education Officer,
brought a fresh approach to the
cold but not overly snowy land
of Norway - unfortunately just a
few days before their arrival at
Harstad on RFA Largs Bay the
weather thawed, it rained, and the
snow was washed away...

“The first step for most of us
was to complete a Cold Weather
Survival Course, which is the
minimum qualification for anyone
to operate safetly in the harsh and
unforgiving arctic environment.

“Although there was little snow,
the damp and cold conditions
made the course even more
challenging.”

Mountain Leader Sgt Law made
sure his charges were put through
their paces to get the most from
their training.

His words were obviously taken
to heart, with the first night in the
field in-ten-man tents seeing the
CLR team pull together with the

buddy-buddy system, watching
over each other for the telltale
signs of cold weather injuries like
frostbite and hypothermia.

But Lt Pearson admitted: “Once
we were inside the tent though,
life was actually quite pleasant
when scran and hot wets had
been put on and the cookers had
warmed up the tents.”

After days of yomping and nights
of camping, the Logistic Task
Group (LTG) team encountered
the final phase of the course -
basic survival skills.

Stripped of everything but the
clothes they stood up in, they set
to with a will to build shelters from
nearby trees and wood.

Lt Pearson picks up the story:
“For our hard work we were
presented with a live chicken,
and Sgt ‘Bertie’ Basset rolled up
his sleeves and demonstrated
how to kill the chicken humanely,
then use every piece in a survival
situation.

“Even at minus 20°, as the
temperature dropped following
the sun, with a roaring fire and a
freshly stewed chicken, the inside
of the brushwood shelter was
relatively cosy,” -

Some may not consider the next
event as lucky as Lt Pearson...
“We were also fortunate enough
to witness a demonstration from

- ® And 539 ASRM shift from boats and landing craft to pusser’s planks

= 7

g
|

a local Sami tribesman on ho
to slaughter a reindeer, whic
included a chance to drink its s
warm blood.”

Although the finale is witho
doubt a scene to be envied:
top it all off that night, the natur
phenomenon of the Northe
Lights danced in the sky overhe:
to congratulate us on passing tl
Cold Weather Survival Course.”

ROM survival the trainir

moved into its second warri
phase - the Cold Weather Warfa
Course (CWWC)...

In Lt Pearson’s words: “The ai
of cold weather training is to exis
move and fight.”

Movement did rely on son
usage of those well-know
‘Pusser’s planks’ and the logistit
team headed further north
Bardufoss to a civilian ski slope

“On arrival we erected o©
salubrious accommodation t¢
metres from the piste, allowir
us to literally ski in and out of o
self-catered abode - somethir
you would pay a fortune for
Chamonix or Courchavel.

“The next three days was most
spent on our behinds — althout
not through choice - as we trie
to master the snowplough sto
the side step, herring boning ar
snowplough turns.”

Theteam spentthree dayson ti

—
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ski-slope honing their skills before
heading off to a new campsite
away from the civilisation of the
commercial skiing world.

“The next two days were spent
refining our ski touring skills,
learning how to double pole and
diagonal gate in order to cover
more ground using less effort,
therefore conserving energy.

“One of the most enjoyable
lessons from the course was ski-
joring.

“This is when up to 16 men
hang on for dear life to a rope
which is attached to the back of
a BV (a tracked vehicle), which
subsequently dives over the snow
dragging its victims along behind.

“This is great fun. Until the front
man ‘creams in’ - falls over - and
the trailing snake of skiers behind
end up face planting on top of
him."

And life on skis progressed
from light order - carrying no
equipment, through patrol order
- light order plus a daysack, to
added burdens.

“The first piece of extra
equipment that we needed to
ski with was a weapon, this was
strapped to our side to ensure that
when we fell over it didn’'t meet us

stowed, the team were put through
section attack and contact drills,
mastering skis, poles, weapons,
firing positions and magazine
changes. On the move. With thick
mittens.

Naturally as this is Royal we
are talking about, such challenges
were merely a teaser before the
fun and games began with a 70lb
bergen on their backs.

“The unit Mountain Leader
referred to this as the equaliser,
causing even those who had a lot
of skiing experience to be now
equally terrible skiers.

“The sheer weight is not
necessarily the problem,”
explained the naval officer, “but
it is firstly the lack of balance it
brings and secondly, when one
does inevitably fall over, it is an
epic just getting back up and
putting the bergen on again.”

The tactical phase of the
exercise brought all these skills
together as the CLR team pushed
into an area under the cover of
darkness, digging tents into the
snow and camouflaging them
beneath white netting.

MND so to that final iconic image
of Norwegian training: the
channel cut through-the ice, the

half-way down in the face,” Lt .. freezing blue water the expectant

Pearson graphically described.
~ Once weapon was securely

-

audience,  the  overseeing
instructors, the drenched victim -
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icebreaking drills.

“The skill is practised in case
you fall through the ice whilst
crossing a lake or river; firstly
this means that you know how to
climb out using your poles, but
secondly it means your body gets
a chance to experience the cold
water and therefore if you were
to go in for real it would reduce
the initial shock,” explained Lt
Pearson.

“We therefore dutifully lined
up and one by one plunged into
the icy pool, took off our bergen
and pushed it out of the water,
swam to the other side of the
hole and sang out our name,
rank and number and then asked
permission to exit the ice.

“It was at this point that Sgt
Law decided to give each of us a
verbal test on some of the theory
lessons learnt earlier, treading
water in a frozen lake definitely
sharpens the mind.

“Once we were finally allowed
to crawl out of the hole it is
traditional, and medicinal, to drink
a tot of rum, so we toasted the

Queen before sprinting back to

the warm tent to get changed.”
Lovely...

B More on the men, women,
ships, units, landing craft and
helicopters working in Norway in
next month’s Navy News

i
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® Royal Marines from the Air Defence Troop set up their command position for the final week of
training

® Royal Marine vehicles wait to join HMS Ocean alongside in Harstad (photographer unknown)
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® Driving onto Ocean’s vehicle deck from the side ramp (photographer unknown)
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55~ COMMENT
Globe, laurel

and anchor?

I'TWAS not my intention to ruffle
any feathers with my comments
about where the Royal Marines
stand within the Royal Navy
(Comment, December)

My sincere apologies for that.

I was trying to make a strong
point that we are 100 per cent
Foval Navy and should under
no circumstances be
taken as Army, as a
lot of civilians tend
to think.

The number of
elderly people and
youngsters ['ve
spoken to here in
Pompey that don’t
know who the Globe
and Laurel cap
badge belongs to 1s
quite astounding.

What do readers
thinkabout changing
our cap badge to Globe, Laurel
and Anchor (see nser)?

This may sound like a drastic
move, but 1t 1sn’t really.

Think about it.

The Army have the Parachute
Regiment with wings to show they
are airborne, so why not have an
anchor 1in our cap badge, to show
we are seaborne?

We have it on the crest, sure.
But we don’t wear the crest on our
covers (lids). This i1s after all the
21st century.

To finish with, why do we
salute the same as the Army? Why
not like the Navy?

I do hope Messrs Bernard
Hallas, T H Crawford and Tom
Smith and everyone else who
responded to my initial letters take
the time to think about it.

I served 16 years and was, and
am, proud to have served under
the White Ensign.

I feel very passionate about this
subject. Maybe a few Admirals
will read this.

- lan Campbell, Southsea,
Hants

...JT IS not in my nature to keep
a story ongoing from month to
month but I must take up the
cudgels against Mr Crawford
(affectionately addressed  as
‘Crackers’ no doubt) when he
wrote about the Dabtoes carrving
the Rovals ashore at our most
famous battle.

If he goes back
to his history books
he will discover that,
far from carrving the
Marines ashore to
prevent them from
getting their feet wet,
they actually hove to
and dumped them
in the shallows, then
raising sail, turned
about and wvacated
the area.

Being already
soaked to the skin
(but keeping their powder dry)
they stayved in the sea, walked
around the Rock and attacked the
enemy in the rear,

It was a resounding victory,
which could never have come to
pass if the ‘dabtoes’ had done
their duty and carried them ashore
and got their own feet wet in the
process.

- Bernard Hallas, Haxby,
York

...IN REPLY to Ian Campbell, the
second verse of Kipling's poem
Soldier and Sailor too goes:

For there 1sn't a job on the top
of the earth the beggar don’t know
nor do —

You can leave im at night on a
baldman’s ‘ead, to paddle ‘is own
canee

‘E’s a sort
cosmopolouse —

Soldrer and sailor too.

So there you are Jan Campbell
— wyou chooses yourself and you
takes your pick!

- R F Hallam, Beeston,
Nottingham

of blooming

® A typ
Photo supplied by Bill Day

Crossing a stormy pond

READING Swmall ships in a big
pond (December) stirred my
memories of a North Atlantic
crossing I made (I am now 90)
and I sympathised with the crew
of HMS Quorn.

In August 1943 the
newly-commaissioned 104th
Minesweeping Flotilla set sail
from St John’s Newfoundland -
destination Londonderry.

These four purpose-built
minesweepers, MMS 242, 243,
244, 245 were 250-tons, 105-

feet on the waterline and shallow
draught built entirely of wood at

ical motor minesweeper, about 119 of which were built.

a small shipyard in Methagan on
the bay of Fundy, Nova Scotia.

Despite being split up due
to severe bad weather, they all
arrived, albeit a bit battered, safely
between nine and 12 days later.

The flotilla did sterling work
in the Channel during D-day
including clearance of the Seine
estuary.

I served on MMS 244 as
Leading Wireman, having joined
in January 1940 and left in 1947
as Petty Officer Wireman.

- W J Day, Rhos on Sea,
Conwy

Ly -
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Open arms

in Ajax
| READ with great interest about
HMS Ajax (January) especially
the last four or five paragraphs
about the town of Ajax, near
Toronto.
| remember quite clearly
visiting this town in 1965 while
serving on HMS Torquay.
We were part of the Dartmouth
Training Squadron along with

Tenby and  Scarborough,
showing the flag in North
America.

We went into the Great Lakes
via the St Lawrence River and
Seaway, calling at Montreal
and Quebec before visiting our
assigned posts.

The reception in Toronto was
fantastic.

Members of the Toronto
RNVR made us welcome at their
HQ Club and the townsfolk of
Ajax invited the ship's company
to a sports tournament which
was readily accepted - and a
fabulous time was had by all
those who attended.

But of course, in 1965 it was
nowhere near the size it is now
- certainly not 800 streets!

| cannot recall what the
outcome of the tournament was,
maybe some old shipmates
can?

What | can say is thanks to
Navy News and the people of
Ajax, Toronto, for wonderful
memories.

— Don Bowman, POMA(D)
Wellingborough, Northants

IN Across the Generations (January,
page 14) it states that AB Mark
Cottis was awarded his Good
Conduct Badge.

He already has three GC badges.
I suggest that he is holding his
ancestor’s Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal.

Rather different and more
worthy.
- Cdr Peter Selfe, Fareham,

Hants

.l THINK you had what we
septuagenarians would call a
‘senior moment.

AB Mark Cottis was awarded
his RN LS&GC medal and 1s
holding his great-grandfather’s
[LS&GCM - 1t 1s a medal for
15 years of good conduct, not a
badge.

- Michael O'Brien,
Biggleswade, Beds

.] KNOW things have changed
since [ left the Royal Navy.
Congratulations to AB Mark
Cottis on receiving his third Good
Conduct badge.
But that is his grandfather’s

| AM an AB serving at HMS
Drake and | have just set up
a Facebook group called
Shipmates Reunited.

The idea is to get sailors old
and new to join this group and
then they can look for old ship-
mates who they thought they
might have lost contact with.

The group was set up one

| WAS down the CI

oo Tt Dyg;.i npp;p'sitadEA_E at Clydebank, and as there
were four Type 4 ng-class destroyers :
good a chance to miss them - so | took this photo (see left).

all together it was too

It shows Dauntless as the outboard ship, D33, on her inside is
the Diamond, D34, to the left in the drydock is Defender, D36, and
I'm afraid | did not manage to photograph the top hamper of the
Dragon, D35, which is in drydock behind the shed to the left of

Defender.
| served on a Daring
to September 1962 as an ME1.

class, HMS Diana (D126) from October 1960

My photo of the older Daring-class ships was taken in Helsinki in

the late summer of 1962 when the shi

ps were open to visitors.

HMS Duchess is alongside the jetty, with HMS Diamond and Diana
outboard. Bermuda’s stern can just be seen ahead of Daring'’s.
The three Darings were part of the 5th Destroyer Squadron along

with Crossbow and Battleaxe.

- Norrie Thirrouez, Moodiesburn, Glasgow

Medal matters Missing

LS&GC and not his GC badge

— or is this a typing error on your
part?

— ] Bowen, King’s Lynn,

Norfolk

...l RETIRED from the Navy in
1991 after 39 years’ service.

Reading correspondence in
Navy News about the LS&GC
medal has resurrected the feeling
I have always had of being ‘seen
off” because the regulations do not
consider me eligible.

The regulations state that an
officer shall be eligible for award
of the LS&GC medal if 12 or
more of the 15 years’ service
requirement has been in the ranks
and provided that the other criteria
have been met.

Having joined as a Boy Seaman
at 15, I was commussioned as an
SD Officer at 27, which meant
that 1 only achieved nine years’
man’s time from the age of 18 (the
other criteria.)

So 1f 39 years isn’t long service,
what 1s?

- Lt Cdr John Pope (Ret'd)

Facebook fans

Tuesday last month and with-
in 48 hours it had more than
1,000 members, way beyond my
expectations.

This group is making a big
impact on Facebook and | would
like to publicise it through your
pages.

— AB Gaz Seeley,
HMS Drake

—NAVY NEWS

you sew
much

I AM a degree student studying
embroidered textiles.

My next module focuses on 20th
and 21st century embroidery.

Recently my mother gave me
a bundle of table linen, and it
transpired that the treasures
contained a table cloth, beautfully
crocheted by my grandmother.

My mother tells me that while
my grandfather was fighting at
the front in World War 1 my
grandmother worked on this
tablecloth.

History was repeated when my
mother became a Wren and met
my father, who was serving in the
Navy. He was an engineer. While
he was at sea in HMS Illustrious
my mother stitched a tablecloth,
this time embroidered.

The final link in the chain is
myself. I was in the QARNNS
and met a Surgeon Lt who was to
become my husband.

He went to sea in HMS
Glamorgan for 18 months. While
he was away I did a piece of
canvas work. It was the officer’s
cap badge.

I knew nothing of the history of
our family stitching when our men
were serving away and wonder if
through Nawvy News you could ask
your readers if they have similar
stories to tell and have found
solace in using a needle?

— Sue Flood, Devizes,
Wiltshire

GONE ARE the days when a young lad, attracted perhaps by a jolly
‘Join the Navy, see the world’ poster, walked into his local recruiting
office, had an aptitude test and was signed up for one branch or
another.

Nowadays new technology has taken over, with a new vocabulary
to go with it.

Potential engineer officers, for instance, are assessed by the
Mavy's recruiters as being ‘'tech-savvy optimistic achievers' and
targeted accordingly.

When the recruiters wanted to find these engineer officer
candidates recently, they worked out that the best way to reach
them was via mobile phone. Research shows that 97 per cent of
people in the UK own one.

So the recruiters commissioned the Royal Navy iPhone app,
complete with interactive game, call-back facility and links to the

website, among other impressive ‘cutting-edge’ features.

The scheme worked, the iPhone App received over 60,000
downloads in its first four weeks and is still going strong.

We quill-pushers at Navy News have joined the march of
technology too, perhaps not in the front row, but not so far behind.

First we had a website, then our e-edition, now we, like AB Gaz
Seeley (see Comment above) have ventured into Facebook, with a
page of our own, where we were delighted to see that we already
have a few ‘fans’.

Notall of our olderreaders embrace this technology wholeheartedly.
For every ‘silver surfer’ there is one who finds even the present is
another country, let alone the future.

The next few years will doubtless bring more technological
advances for us to marvel at - but there will always be room at Navy
News for the good old hand-written letter.

The views expressed in this paper do not necessarily reflect the views of the MOD

Leviathan Block, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH
March 2010 no.668: 56th year
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Brave Barrington

IN HIS letter Clearing Mines with Caroline (December) Peter Fowles
mentions the BAR ship whose name he had forgotten — she was HMS
Barrington, P259 (pictured aboue).

At the time I was one of the two stoker POs (POSMs) onboard.

I recall one of the mines enclosed in a rotting wooden case being lifted
onboard for inspection.

Most of the crew of 32 had been ordered aft where we viewed the

KEY WoRD — EEIMT”?
— ANY QUESTIONS ¢
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Costly tot

THE wyear 2009 was the 100th

JOINT "'-THATS THE

C THAT Il
l, 2 wE 71:'{5 ZDCE 7/

LETTERS to the editor should always be
accompanied by the correspondent’s
name and address, not necessarily for

o FONGOES M) GRABS? E—

i) ) D re—trrrrres

Given the volume of letters, we cannot
\pubﬁsh all of your correspondence in Navy

ews.

anniversary of naval aviation, and publication. We do, however, publish many on
in general we did commemorate E-mail correspondents are our website, www.navynews.co.uk,
it in good and true naval fashion, also requested to provide this accompanied by images.

with a great week in London in information. Letters cannot be We look particularly for

early May, and various events up
and down the country throughout

submitted over the telephone.
If you submit a photograph

correspondence which stimulates
debate, makes us laugh or

the vear. which youdidnottake yourself, raises important issues.

There was one exception please make sure that you The editor reserves
however, and that was a distinct have the permission for us the right to edit your
lack of Splice the Mainbrace! to publish it. submissions.

Surely with a major anniversary
in naval history, this 15 something
that should not have been allowed

to go amiss?

I understand that paying for
it may have been a problem -
Jackspeak states: “If the Lord High
Admiral ordains Splicers [as she
did for her Golden Fubilee] then the
Excheguer pays.

“Anyone else requesting this
evolution will subsequently receive
a rather large bill.”

So has the credit crunch put
paid to our naval traditions and
robbed us all of a less-than-
frequent tot?

- CPO ACMN J J Walker,
RINAS Culdrose

We are concerned that you may

operation from behind the aft winchhouse.

Brave sailors all.

- M R Golding, ex submariner Mech 1, Dumbarton

George’s tall tales

HAVING read several of the
letters about George Parker [ must
add my two pennyworth.

From June until December 1957
I served in HMS Camperdown as
a MEM(1) and A/LMEM. At that
tume the ship was undergoing a
refit and upgrade in Liverpool
after being taken out of mothball
reserve.

Some time late in the refit,
George Parker wandered on board,
probably with some officers from
St Kitts, and everyone wondered
who this strange person was.

He arrived looking like
something out of the scran bag
dressed in overalls, sea jersey,
white cap and sea boots plus
sporting a full ‘set’,

At the nme the coxswain (Nobby
Clark I believe) had already firmly
established himself in an office,
fitted out by the shipyard, in the
area of the foremast.

As I remember there was some
consternation when George Parker
announced that this was to be his
caboose. He got very short shrift
from the cox'n.

We were told stories about him
being allowed to have the copper
ball at the top of the mast — the
reason, we were told, was that
Lord Louis Mountbatten had
allowed this in recognition that
George had been in the Navy for
two weeks longer than he (Lord
Lous) had.

We were also told the wvarn
about him sending himself recall
telegrams, which we thought was
a bit far-fetched, although it was
confirmed by D ] Clayton’s letter

in the February issue.
- John Sexton, ex

FCMEMN/(P), Walton-le-Dale,

Preston, Lancashire

...] SERVED on HMS St Kitts
with George. We started our
commission on HMS Gravelines
but had to change to St Kitts
because of rust in the hull.

George (right) was on board
when we changed over. We were
Devonport and he was Chatham,
but he would not leave St Kitts.

He had a brass ball on the
mainmast and aircraft carriers
wanted us as escort because they
said it was a good omen.

He was a legend. It was said
he never did any duties and
had been in the RN longer than
Lord Mountbatten, who was
Commander-in-Chief at the time.

- F Talbot, ex AB, St Kitts
1953-1954 Bath

...I JOINED St Kitts as 5th class
ERA in 1947 and remember AB
George Parker, or ‘Stripey’ as |
seem to remember we called him,
always in overalls and sea boots
and a caboose lined with vintage
photographs of his old ships.
There were many stories about
him and his disregard for ‘pusser’

have missed out since as far as
we know, Splice the mainbrace
was ordered on May 7th... — Ed

authority but I was left with the
mmpression he was not beloved
by all, some seeing him as an
Executive Officer’s pet who got
away with too much for the good
of general discipline.
- Dave Watkins, ex ERA,
Oxted, Surrey

provides advice on:

personal administration & finance,
and
resettiement & employment

UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE

Tel: 020 7407 8658
MOD: 9621 81945

HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SE1 2JH

Fax: 020 7357 6298

WEA Representatives conduct briefings/interviews regularly at
Establishments (bookings taken through Resettlement/Education
Centres), and by appointment onboard HM Ships.

A Naval Charity for ALL service and ex-service personnel of
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, QARNNS, and their Reserves
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SUBMARINERS from HMS
Turbulent, alongside on a defect
rectification period since last June,
have been spending some of their
time in Devonport raising money
for charity.

From the £2,000 raised so far
they chose the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution’s Lizard
Lifeboat Appeal to receive a hefty
sum,

Officers and senior rates
(pictured above) paid a visit to the
charity’s divisional support base
in Saltash to present a cheque for
£630, the money raised through a
raffle at their Christmas ball.

Cdr Ryan FRamsey, PO
Christopher Wright, Lt Cdr
(Gareth Jenkins and WO Stuart
Brown were treated to a guided
tour of the base, which serves 35
lifeboat stations across the south-

Turbulent tlmes
for Lizard lifehoat

Wwest.

They met some of the
management team who oversee
more than 90 beaches.

The deeps pledged to support
the RNLIs biggest fundraising
event, SOS Day, when hundreds
of people across the region take
part in cash-collecting events.

Cdr Ramsey said: “I am
delighted that my ship’s company
has decided to donate the proceeds
from our ball to the local hifeboat
appeal in support of their fantastic
work.”

Robin Martin, Fundraising and
Communications Manager for the
RNLI's South Division, said: “It
was a pleasure to accept such a
significant amount from the HMS
Turbulent and I am delighted that
our fellow seafarers are supporting

Uus b

@ Volunteers from the Maritime Aviation Support Force
Picture: Jenny Lodge

Parc’s good wood

A NEW woodland walk has been
created at Parc Eglos Primary
School, in Cornwall, with the
help of Royal Naval Air Station
Culdrose.

Volunteers from the Maritime
Aviation Support Force cleared
the site of previous structures and
debris and ‘recycled’ the materials
10 cCreate new siructures Eﬂd
pathways in the nature walk.

The winter weather was not
particularly kind to the workforce
but with good humour and plenty
of morale-boosting cups of tea and
biscuits provided by the school’s
dinner ladies the team achieved
far more by the end of the week

than they hoped.

Headmaster Brett Dye said:
“We were trving to develop a
wonderful outside environment
which includes woodland walks,
safe play areas and some really

special secret places for the
children to enjoy.”
He added: “The start given to

us by RNAS Culdrose has been
absolutely invaluable.

“Despite the appalling weather,
they were brilliant and achieved
so much.”

The walk was given the seal of
approval by its first visitors, the
children of Pathways nursery class
who tested every path and feature,
giving a special thumbs-up to the
sailors of the support force.

Battle auction at Drake

A CHARITY auction in aid of the ENEMC raised around £7,000 at a
dinner held in HMS Drake to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the

Battle of the River Plate.

More than 170 guests, including four British veterans who took part
in the battle and Capt Stephen Harwood, son of the Allied commodore,
attended the dinner, which was staged by the West Country branch of
the Chartered Institute for Securities and Investment.

Among the top military guests attending were Rear Admiral Richard
Ibbotson, Deputy Commander-in-Chief Fleet,

Naval historian Professor Eric Grove gave a summary of the battle,
which took place off the coast of Argentina and Uruguay, and saw three
British cruisers engage the German pocket battleship Grat Spee.

Highlights of the event included a mess beating by the Royal Marines
Corps of Drums and the presentation of a specially-commissioned
painting of the battle to the Royal Navy.

MEMBERS of the Wales
University Royal Naval Unit have
been following the example of
ships and establishments in taking
on a charity to support throughout
the year.

The students, or Honorary
Midshipmen in URNU terms,
were given the task of finding a
local charity and Mid Rebecca
Saunders found Valley Kids, a

few miles from Cardiff in the
Rhondda Valley.
The  charity has  been

established for 32 years working
with disadvantaged children and
their families.

The unit plans to raise funds for
the charity throughout the year,
but the first thing they gave was
their time,

The undergraduates, 51 in
total, spent the day setting to work
in a Ground Force style, cleaning,
decorating and repairing their
charity’s centres at Dinas and
Penyrenglyn, both of which serve
the local children by providing a
vast range of services and a safe
place to *hang out.’

It wasn’t only the charity which
benefited from the day but also
the midshipmen from Wales
URNU. They worked in small
groups and were able to develop
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their leadership and team-working
skills, putting their drill-night
experience Into practice.

It also took them to a part
of Wales they would probably
never have visited while studying
at the Universities of Cardiff and
Swansea.

Senior

Midshipman Aaron

Corp said: “It has given us the
opportunity to put something back
into the community and when
the kids who attend the centres
came up at the end of the day
and thanked us it gave us a real
buzz knowing we had helped with
something which is so important
in their lives.”

Show me the way

to row home

CLUBZ Mathew ‘Ruby’ Murray felt like a
fish out of water when he first arrived in

Afghanistan.

It wasn’t the country that bothered the PTI, nor
the job — it was being the only sailor in an Army
unit.

Ruby explained: “Being a matelot assigned to a
Pongo unit in a landlocked country, I was truly a fish
out of water and didn’t know what to expect.

*1 soon settled in and quickly learned that there
really wasn’t much difference between your average
soldier and sailor.

“We both like beer, women, working out, and are
only happy when we are dnppmg about smmethmg

Acting CPO Ruby’s main jobs were to mentor the
Afghan National Army’s PT1s, give physical training
lessons for the Afghan Officer Cadets at the Military
Training Centre in Kabul, and keep the British
mentors in shape.

The latter wasn’t too difficult, as most of them
were already extremely fit from devoting much of
their spare time to ‘phys’.

S0 he looked around for another challenge, and
finding several keen rowers in the unit, an idea began
to take shape.

Ruby takes up the tale: “As we were in a land-
locked country I thought it would be quite ironic to
be able to row out of Afghanistan and all the way
home.

*Qur chosen charity was always going to be the one
which is close to all our hearts — Help for Heroes.

“Brilliant, I thought, that’s settled, we will row
from Kabul to Headley Court. A total distance of
3,088 nautical miles.”

He continued: “My boss, Major Garry McLeod,
had previous experience of many fund-raising events
and was the driving force behind our sponsorship.

“WO1 Andy Owen also wrote off to many
companies to gain support and Concept 2, whose
rowing machines we were using, sent T- shlrts and
water bottles and their best wishes for the task
ahead.

“The original challenge was to complete the
distance within a month, but due to operational
commitments and the sheer exhaustion of the lads it
took us eight weeks,

“They would arrive back from days and sometimes

Stroke for stroke

ROYAL Marine Lt Col Justin Smallwood, based in the
Maritime Warfare Centre at HMS Collingwood, has
completed a 10km rowing challenge entitled Stroke for

Stroke, in aid of the Stroke Association.

His efforts, which took place in the MWC foyer (right),

lasted 40 minutes to raise £261.30.

Stroke for Stroke is a partnership between the Stroke
Association and Siemens to help support Siemens’
sponsorship of the GB rowing team, and to raise money

to help fight stroke in the UK.
Justin said:

friends.

“l am also keen to raise awareness of how to spot a
stroke in others, so don't forget the following ways to
spot a stroke: F - Face, has it dropped; A - Arms, can the
person raise their arms and hold them up; S - Speech, is

their speech slurred; T - Time, get help now!

“Speedy medical attention may reduce the impact of

the stroke.”

“I had a stroke 18 months ago and,
although | have recovered well, | am now very aware
of what stroke can do to people and their families and

weeks in the field only to be sent to the rowing
machines to clock the metres they had missed whilst
being away.

*“Towards the end, it was becoming a real struggle
to stay focused on the target, as everyone was sick of
the sight of rowing machines.

“However, we eventually got down to the last 100
miles and decided to complete these outside in the
middle of the camp, in order to shake the collection
tin at our coalition partners and raise the last few
well-deserved pounds.

“Due to the nature of your average soldier and
satlor, the last 100 miles turned into a competition
of 1ts own. We each had a 15-minute slot in which to
row as many metres as possible.

“Capt Gareth Jones, Royal Signals, set a good
distance early on in the day of 4,040m. There were a
few people that pushed close to this target but never
quite reached it,

“As the brainchild of the event I was ordered to
go last by the Commanding Officer, Lt Col Nick
Ilic, from the Rifles. The pressure was now well and
truly on, because as a PTI I was not going to settle
for second-best.

“Everyone gathered around me and the rowing
machine, all egging me on to beat the gargantuan
effort of Capt Jones.

*I rowed my heart out and gave every ounce of
energy that was inside me. I had my eves closed as 1
pulled the last metres and had no idea if I had won
or not.

*I eventually looked up and saw that I was 35m
short and was absolutely gutted. [ was gracious in
defeat and shook Capt Jones® hand.

“Although I had been beaten, we and Help for
Heroes had won and I went to bed that might happy
that we had completed our challenge and raised
£3,000 for them.”

Ruby, who is now swinging the clubs in HMS
Collingwood, ends: “My thanks go to all at the
United Kingdom Leadership Training Team for
their sheer guts and determination to get the job
done, which epitomises the spirit of British service
personnel.

“1 would also like to relay my appreciation to
everyone who sponsored the event for such a worthy
cause.”

' URNU digs deep for Valley klds Bears for

OVER 70 children were
welcomed to the Wyvern

Centre at HMS Drake for a
Christmas party with bouncy
castle, children’s entertainer, face
painting and a festive feast of
party food.

The event was organised by
husband and wife team LPT
Charleine Wain and POPT Scott
Wain, and raised £1,447 for
Derriford Hospital in Plymouth.

The money was used by
Charleine and Scott to buy a
teddy bear for every baby in the
hospital, including the neonatal
intensive care unit as well as
three other wards.

And every child in the hospital
received a present too, all
delivered by the Wains and their
children Ethan and Maia on
Christmas Eve.

In addition, due to the
generosity of all involved at the
fundraising party, the family
presented a cheque for £560 to
the neonatal intensive care ward.

Sausage
month

BUTCHERS A Turner and
Sons have declared March as
the month of the sausage with
Bangers for Cash.

The idea 15 for military bases
around the UK to host a sausage
day, selling off bangers to raise
money for Help for Heroes.

And if the A Turner sausages
— The Hair of the Hog and the
Pickled Pig — are bought from
Tescos, then 5p goes to Help for
Heroes, or from military supplier
DBC & Purple Foods then 20p
goes to the charity box.

If you register your event
through the Help for Heroes
website (www.helpforheroes.
org.uk/bangers-for-cash},
then the charity will send to you
collecting buckets, banners and
posters for your event.

BRNC Dartmouth are
planning an event for the end
of this month, along with RMA
Sandhurst and RAF Cranwell.

But there must be a few more
sausage lovers out there...

Draw deep

YOU'VE HEARD of the Two Fat
Ladies, now meet the Two Fat
Submariners.

Friends Steve Mills and Barry
Bishop both left the Navy ten
years ago but have kept in touch
ever since.

They’re getting together to
take on three major charity events
later this year, a bike ride, a run,
and a swim, in aid of Help for
Heroes, the NSPCC, and Make a
Wish Foundation.

As well as having full-time
jobs, both former deeps find tume
for charity and voluntary work.
Barry is the chairman of the
Oxford Sea Cadets and Steve is
Secretary of Area 5 of the RNA.

To find out more and support
their fund-raising efforts,
g0 to their website at www.
twofatsubmariners.com

Heron help

TWO recent fund-raising events
at HMS Heron have seen nearly
£,1,000 raised for Help for
Heroes.

The first cheque, for £432 was
presented to Fiona Rainbird-
Clarke, the Somerset Group
co-ordinator for the charity, after
the sale of cider at the Nuffield
Sports Bar,

The cider, donated by
Gaymers of Shepton Mallet, was
originally destined for a charity
village fete at the air station, but
it was cancelled because of bad
weather so it was sold behind
the bar.

The second cheque, for £515,
was raised following a popular
The X Factor competition held in
Jester’s Bar.
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Assorted
jumpers

ABOUT the time this edition of
Navy News was coming off the
press, six brave friends linked to
HMS Drake were preparing a
15,000 feet parachute jump in aid
of Help for Heroes.

The idea came to Lt Cdr
(now retired) Nick Bradshaw, a
Burnham lecturer who teaches
maths to sailors and marines at
Drake.

Nick’s first recruit for the jump
was his daughter, Jenny, 25. As
she was walking past him one day
he reminded her that she owed
him a favour,

He'd fed her pony, why didn’t
she do something for him, and
agree to jump out of a plane
strapped to a six-foot parachunst?

Jenny agreed on condition that
her father joined her.

Then, one of Nick’s students,
AB Robert Laskey, said he
was keen to jump, and within
a short time they had been
joined by Sarah Paz, a civil
servant from the Civilian
Training Organisation; Kathryn
Harvey from the Learndirect
Organisation at Drake, and finally
Lt Cdr lan Taylor, the head of
the Naval Education Training
Service in the West Country.

Nick said: “It seems an
appropriate mixture of jumpers.
Drake’s education centre teaches
sailors, marines and civilians
as well as their families, and
Learndirect provides a wide range
of courses for personnel at the
base.”

He added: “All the funds
raised will go to Help for Heroes,
close to the hearts of HMS
Drake and Devonport, with its
connections to 3 Commando
Brigade, the newly-appointed
Hasler Division and the remedial
work done in Drake.

*Any offers, money and
sponsorship would be very
welcome — please send
contributions to Lt Cdr Nick
Bradshaw at the Base Learning
and Development Centre,

HMS Drake, HM Naval Base
Devonport, PL2 2BG, or go to
www.justgiving.com/
Nick-Bradshaw.”

Cadet force

DIPTFORD PRIMARY School,
in South Hams, Devon, enjoyed
a visit from some Senior Cadets
of Britannia Royal Naval College
who came to help them with
some heavy duty tasks in and
around the school playground.

Eight cadets and their
divisional officer, L.t Dan Parnell,
made the journey across to
Diptford to meet the headmaster,
Tony Callcut, and find out what
jobs the school would like them
to do.

On the agenda were moving
a shed, building a fence, laying
a patio and pathway as well as
numerous other ‘little’ yet time-
consuming jobs.

Mr Callcut said: *“It was just
brilliant to meet the team from
BRNC. They were all keen to
get on with the tasks in hand and
actually achieved far more than
we hoped for.”

“Once we got there we all
wanted to get on with the project
as we knew we could make a
difference,” said Lee Norton,
who had organised the visit. “It
was useful that one of us, Stu
Moss, professed to be an expert
fence builder!™

Despite sporadic showers
of rain the team managed to
whitewash the climbing wall and
lay the patio and path. “Our
expertise was fairly negligible
when it came to path and patio
but we learned a lot as we
went along,” commented team
member Jamie Smithson.

During the day some governors
and parents from the school
joined in and everyone was very
satisfied with the day’s work. The
best bit, by all accounts, were the
pasties provided for the workers.

Lee Norton and John Roberts
later returned to the school to
join the morning assembly and
explain to the pupils the true
significance of the Remembrance
Ceremonies.

ROOKIE guide dog ‘Royal’ is
one of the latest puppies to
be trained by the Guide Dogs
for the Blind Association.

The vyellow Labrador was
named in honour of the Royal
Marines who helped raise the
money to sponsor him.

Royal was one of two puppies
sponsored by the Legends Trek,
a journey over the West Highland
Way taken by Scott Cunningham
and his guide dog, Travis.

Scott decided to walk the route
for the charity, reversing the
traditional direction by travelling
north to south.

One of his friends, a former
Royal, recommended getting
Marines from Faslane’s Fleet
Protection Group involved and
four of the elite troops joined him
on his way.

C/Sgts Rab Murray and Billy
Rodger, WO2 Dusty Miller and
Cpl John Maughan accompanied
Scott and Travis on their journey,
joined by several former Rangers’
players in what became known as
the “Legends Trek”.

Andy Goram, Terryv Hurlock,
Arthur Nr.wman and Mark
Hateley were among the players
who each tackled a leg of the five-
day journey, as well as have-a-go
hero John Smeaton, the baggage
handler from Glasgow airport who
tackled two Islamic terrorists in
June 2007.

C/Sgt Murray said: “Scott was
a real inspiration to us all during
the trek. He battled through some
horrendous weather along the way
and evervone was impressed by
how he took it in his stride.

“Being Royal Marines we are
no strangers to the rigours of the
outdoors, but Scott really made it
look easy.

“We were delighted he
approached us to help and were
only too glad to accompany him

Nigel is
dog tired

WO Nigel Buckley (left) from
HMS Collingwood handed over
a cheque for £316.50 to the
Rainbow Centre in Fareham.

The centre is a specialist
unit that helps children with
cerebral palsy across the south
of the UK, and a frequent
beneficiary of fundraising by
people at the Fareham-based
training establishment.

WO Buckley raised the
money after managing an
impressive time of one hour, 18
minutes and six seconds in the
Great South Run.

Royal canine
makes his debut
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and raise some money for such a
good cause.”

Scott visited HMS Naval Base
on Clyde after the walk to thank
the Royals and bring along his
four-legged friend Rovyal to show
them where their sponsorship
money went (see picture above).

“It was a real honour to have

lim

F'u::ture LA{F'th] AJ Macleod
a guide dog named after the
Corps,” said Rab. “Scott and
his own dog, Travis, have raised
over £60,000 in total through
their wvarious charity walks and
are a great inspiration to other
blind people, showing what can
be achieved when vou embrace a
challenge.”

How much is that puppy?

AND ON the subject of dogs,
Dunstan i1s looking for a new
home.

Or rather, several Dunstans
from the same litter (cute tee-
shirt, cool shades, long cane and
combat trousers — it's what you
get when vou cross a dog with
a teddy-bear apparently...) are
looking for various homes,

The teddy-bear dogs were the
idea of St Dunstaner Cpl Simon
Brown, of the Roval Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, who
lost his sight when hit by sniper
fire in Iraq.

Several ‘Dunstans’ have been
adopted by wvarious units across
the three Services to raise funds for
St Dunstans, the national charity
providing lifelong support and
rehabilitation for blind ex-Service
men and women.

At least one of the dogs has
already scaled the heights of
Everest, sailed part-way around
the world and wvisited the plains
of the Masai Mara. This Dunstan
was presented to Nigel Lithgow, a
Royal Marine with 42 Commando
who was involved in a wehicle

IED strike during his third tour
of Afghanistan, sustaining serious
injuries,

Nigel was taking on the
Khumbu Challenge 2009, the first
of five expeditions being run over
five years to integrate Marines and
sailors injured in Afghanistan and
Iraq back into Service life, when
he met Dunstan.

Another Dunstan is onboard
HMS Grimsby, currently on
patrol in the Gulf. He was adopted
by Leading Marine Engineering
Technician Leighton O’Doherty
and i1s helping the crew with their
watch duties.

Although the dogs all look the
same, they all have their own
identities and some have already
been named by their adoptive
units.

There is a limited number of
Dunstan dogs to adopt — if vour
unit would like one, or would
like to support the original
Dunstan on his travels, visit www.
st-dunstans.org.uk or email
colin.Williamson@st-dunstans.
org.uk to find out how you can
get involved.

@® A cuddly Dunstan at
Everest

With increasing demand for its
services, St Dunstan’s is planning
to open an additional centre in
Llandudno, North Wales.

The centre will offer a full range
of services to teach independent
living skills such as getting around

safely, navigating a kitchen and
using a computer,

® Walking the plank for RNBT at Rafe:gh

RNBT makes a

* splash at Raleigh

STAFF at HMS Raleigh were
taken hostage and forced to walk
the plank when a band of ruthless
pirates arrived demanding money.

Members of the executive
department and other key staff
were forced to jump from the high
board into the Raleigh pool by a
Johnny Depp lookalike wielding
a cutlass.

Among the victims were Cdr
Mick Harris, the Commander of
HMS Raleigh and WO Master-
at-Arms Alex Sharpe. Even the
chaplains, the Rev Dawvid Wylie
and Father David Yates, were not
spared.

Staff from VT donated £140
to see the company’s Head of

Site, Barbara Mann, go in at the
deep end.

Under the circumstances a
group of 20 volunteers agreed to
‘walk the plank’ and spectators
were asked to pledge their support
as each victim plunged towards
Davy Jones’s locker.,

The event was organised by
members of the Initial Logistics
Officers” Course to mark the final
week of their eight-month course
at the Defence Maritime Logistics
School.

Together with a special charity
performance by the ILOC band
in the wardroom, the group of
officers raised £610 for the Royal
MNaval Benevolent Trust.

..and needs you to make
a spectacle of yourself

THE Kings Theatre in Southsea
is holding an event to raise money
for three military charities — the
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust,
SSAFA (Hampshire) and RBL
(Hampshire).

The night’s event is being hosted
by former sailor, and local boy,
Shep Woolley, who will introduce
plenty of individual skits/sketches
based on Armed Forces humour
and way of life.

Can vou sing, act or dance?
(What a question to ask shy and
retiring Naval folk... = Ed) Are you
in Portsmouth on August 17

If anyone wishes to enter an
act, or would be prepared to help
out as stage crew or would even
like to sponsor the show by way
of advertising in the programme,
then contact Tug Wilson by the
end of March by email: guy4god.
wilson@hotmail.com.

If you are reading this whilst

away on deployment and will not
be back by the end of March,
don’t worry, late entries will be
considered, subject to availability,
just drop Tug an email to express
your interest.

The RNBT’s Lyn Gannon said:
“Please come along and see the
show, yvour support could make a
great difference to someone who
needs help.

“All three charities provide
financial support to serving and
ex-serving personnel in need and
distress.

“Help us to help them.”

The Review will take place on
Sunday August 1 at the Kings
Theatre in Southsea with the show
starting at 7:30pm and finishing at
10pm.

Tickets will be available from
the theatre at prices: £20, £15
and £10, with concessions for
groups and OAPs.

No delays for

these Neutrons

FOR SEVERAL vyears HMS Sultan has sent teams to the Keswick to

Barrow 40-miles road race.

Every year the (appropriately named) Fast Neutrons and (not so
appropriately named) Delayed Neutrons are a familiar sight as they

pound over the Cumbrian hills,

In the 2009 annual event, as we reported at the time, the 12 runners
netted the K2B World Champions 2009 title, despite battling against
the worst weather conditions for ten years.

HMS Sultan

sent two teams. lhe 12 runners’

record-breaking

run, getting all of them back in less than eight hours 15 minutes,
earned them the Keswick-Barrow Challenge Cup for the Best

Walking Performance by a

tcam

from outside Cumbria; the

W Richardson Trophy for the Best Team from the MOD and Armed
Forces; and the L. Redshaw Cup for Best Team overall.

The Commanding Officer of HMS Sultan, Cdre Al Rymer, and Capt
(Graham Watts presented cheques to Steve Hobbs for the Gosport and
Fareham Inshore Rescue Service; and Rebecca Grant in aid of KIDS -

Fareham and Gosport Young Carers.

Teams from HMS Sultan have been involved with this race for
many vears and have raised thousands of pounds for charities in the

Portsmouth area.
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Pre-school
staff given
childcare
certificates

ROYAL Naval pre-school
staff have received childcare
certificates at a ceremony in
Plymouth.

The four recipients from the
Roval Navy Preschool Learning
Organisation (RNPLQO) were
rewarded for completing their
Level 4 NVQ qualification
in Child Care Learning and
Development.

Jo Jenkins, the RWNPLO area
co-ordinator, said: “This is a
fantastic achievement for the
staff of the Royal Naval Pre-
schools.

“By undertaking this level
of gualification it ensures that
RN childcare continues to be
committed to providing quality
childcare to all our families
and children who use the
organisation for their childcare.”

Three of the staff received
their certificates at a ceremony
in the Crownhill Family Centre
from Capt Charlie King, Captain
of Devonport Naval Base.

The three who were presented
with their certificates were
Kathleen Mitchell, from
Crownhill Pre-5chool, Lorraine
Ellery, from Radford Royal Navy
Childcare Centre, Plymstock,
and Lydia Chinnock, from the
Little Tugs Royal Navy childcare
at Plympton.

Julie Nixon, from
Eggbuckland Royal Navy Pre-
school, qualified but was unable
to attend.

Jo Jenkins also received a
Level 4 Institute of Leadership
and Management award.

They all undertook the
qualification with the support
of the company Achievement
Training.

Capt King said: “I am
delighted to be presenting
these certificates at NVQ
Level 4 Childcare, especially
as I am so personally aware
of the importance of these
qualifications in the childcare
environment.,

“The reason for my personal
connection is that I have a
two-year-old at the Naval Base
nursery, and I am also the Chair
of Trustees for another naval
nursery at Crownhill.”

ViPs on hand
for milestone

IF you are going to notch up a
milestone in your flying career,
yvou might as well do it with a
couple of VIP’s on board, so they
can help mark the occasion.

So when Lt Jon Wade achieved
his 2,000th hour while aloft
with Michael Aron, the British
Ambassador to Kuwait, and
Cdre James Morse, CTF Iragi
Maritime, on a VIP sortie, there
was not much debate over who
should hand over a bottle of
bubbly as soon as the Merlin
landed.

Lt Wade, currently serving
in HMS Monmouth in the
Gulf, said: “I feel privileged to
have achieved this professional
milestone on an operationally-
deployved warship.

“The champagne was a total
surprise — I had no idea that the
Flight knew that this sortie was
my 2,000th hour.”

Lt Wade 1s now looking
forward to returning to 824
MNAS, where he 15 an Instrument
Rating Instructor.

Top technicians

TWO trainees based at Culdrose
have been presented with Air
Engineering Technician awards.
AET ‘Buck’ Taylor, of 771
NAS, and AET Daniel Davis,
of 824 NAS, were presented
with their awards by Cdr Dave
Bartlett, Commander Air
Engineering, for their high level
of motivation, professionalism
and excellent results attained
during their specialist training.

PEOPLE
Naval image analyst takes flight

THE first airborne image analyst brevet has been
awarded to a member of the Royal Navy.

PO Jim Fenwick graduated from ASTOR Conversion
Course No 7 along with ten other students, a mix of
Sentinel pilots, air operators and ground operators.

PO Fenwick joined the Navy in 1999 as a marine
engineer mechanic and served HMS Coventry.

In 2004 he changed branch to RN photographer and
served with various units as a photographer until 2007,
when he became one of only 15 RN Image Analysts.

He joined 5(AC) Squadron as a ground image analyst
and was with the first crew to deploy with a ground
station into theatre.

Following this conversion course PO Fenwick is now
a fully-qualified airborne image analyst.

® PO (Phot) Jim Fenwick is pictured alongside the
first Army image analyst brevet holder, WO2 Dave
Carson and their colleague Fit Sgt Dean Wilkinson,
who took that honour for the Royal Air Force

AFTER a six-month tour of
Afghanistan, the Logistics
Officers (and CPOLOG(Pers))
of Headquarters Joint Force
Support 8 hand over to the
incoming Joint Force Support

9 team at Camp Bastion.

Arriving in theatre in June last
year, the JFSP(8) team worked
tirelessly in support of some of
the busiest operations since the
beginning of the Afghanistan
campaign, including Op Panther’s
Claw and the Afghan elections.

Heading off as the year ended
for some well-earned leave, the
JESP(8) team are no doubt looking
forward to exchanging their desert
kit for a blue suit and returning
to normal ‘seagoing’ routines -
even if it 1s on Whale Island or at
PTHQ...

The JFESP(9) team embarked on
a six-month tour which promises
to be just as busy and challenging
before they too return home in
June.

In the meantime, if you are
short of a Logistics Officer,
yvou might look no further than
Camp Bastion in the landlocked
Helmand Province, Afghanistan.

S . L]

® From left: Lt Cdr Wright, Cdr David, Lt Cdr Knock, Lt Cdr
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Hardwick, Lt Imrie, Lt Turner, Capt Kyte, Lt

Evans, Cdr Ashman (PJHQ), Lt Cdr Thomas, Lt Smedley, Lt Cdr Russell, Lt Cdr Wells, Lt Cdr Scandling,
Cdr Rance, Lt Cdr Holland, CPOLOG(PERS) McGinn

® And while we are featuring Royal Navy personnel deployed ashore,

four matelots could still be found supporting Operation Althea in
Sarajevo, some 15 years after the end of the conflict in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Lt Cdrs Willis, McBain, Grayson and Hayden (above)
were managing press, finance and CIS issues for the 26-nation
EUFOR mission which continues to ensure a safe and secure
environment for the development of stability

Like mother, like son...

A MOTHER and son have just
completed training stints at RN
establishments.

ET(WE) Kerrie Jackson has
finished at HMS Collingwood
in Fareham and joined
Portsmouth-based frigate HMS
Westminster, undergoing a refit
at Devonport.

And a little further west,
Kerrie's son Jason Jackson has

just completed basic training at
HMS Raleigh in Cornwall, and
is now embarking on specialist
training as an air engineering
technician at HMS Sultan in
Gosport.

And watching all this with
pride is Kerrie's boyfriend
Shaun Hopkins, a former green
beret with 42 Cdo, who now
lives in Portsmouth.

THERE is always a bit of pressure
applied to a ship when the Flag
Officer Sea Training (FOST)
teams are on board.

So yvou might as well add a bit
more, in the shape of a camera
from an iconic TV programme.

Assault ship HMS Albion
completed her operational sea
training package on a very wet and
blustery day under surveillance
from the BBC’s Blue Ferer.

FOST staff are renowned for
their challenging make-believe
scenarios, such as floods and fires,
and attacks from missiles, planes
or submarines that they launch
onto ships in a mock conflict and
other exercises,

These can take place while
the ship and supporting vessels
play the part of a supply convoy,
relieving a ‘threatened country’ in
the shape of famihar parts of the
West Country.

Or the challenge might be a
mock humanitarian exercise.

In the latter scenario Albion,
complete with Blue Peter crew,
arrived off the ‘town’ of Bull
Point in Brittanica to deliver
humanitarian aid in the wake of
Hurricane Sophie - the Navy
has a fair amount of experience
in restoring stability to nations
devastated by a natural disaster.

On this occasion, there was
added pressure as Blue Peter
presenters Joel Defries and Kate

Picture: PO(CIS) 'Gilly' Gilbertson

= FOST pass — and a
Blue Peter badge

Walton joined the ship’s teams
ashore in Plymouth to get some
experience of the action on the
disaster exercise site.

Kate plaved the role of a TV
journalist covering the disaster,
while Joel got busy with the ship’s
team, helping the fire-fighters and
repairing burst pipes.

Cdr Geoft Wintle, Commander
Logs of the assault ship, said: “It
was great fun working with the
Blue Peter team — their enthusiasm
and willingness to get stuck in was
in true Blue Peter style.”

8 Albion in Norway - see pages
23-25

Royal VIP
presents
medals to
reservists

MEMBERS of two Midlands
reserve  units had  roval
appointments to receive a variety
of awards.

Eight reservists from
Birmingham unit HMS Forward
— who have more than 100 years’
service between them — met Prince
Michael of Kent, the Commodore-
in-Chief of Maritime Reserves.

PO Russ Key, a reservist for
27 vears, and AB Lee Parker
received Operational Service
Medals (OSM) for their recent
deployment to Afghanistan.

PO Key designs, develops
and installs computer systems in
civiian life, and used those sklls
as information systems support
manager for 3 Commando
Brigade RM in Afghanistan, while
Logistician Parker, an ammunition
storeman in the MOD, was
honoured for his role in 45 Cdo’s
stores at Camp Bastion.

Taxi driver AB Edmund
Grandison was awarded the
Volunteer Reserve Service Medal
(VRSM); CPO Helen Bush and
PO Stephen Wales were awarded
bars to their VRSMs while AB
Adrian Bott received an OSM.

Capt Paul Burnham and Cpl
Matthew Harness, from the
Birmingham Detachment of the
RMR, both received VRSMs.

Three members of HMS
Sherwood, the Nottingham reserve
unit, were honoured by the Prince
at a separate ceremony.

CPO Andrew Robinson received
an Op Herrick campaign medal
for his time on the front line
in Afghanistan, while AB Chris
Stanton was presented with an Op
Telic campaign medal for his stint
with Fleet Protection Group RM
in Iragi waters.

And last but not least, AB PPaul
Dyke picked up his VRSM.

A song for
Lancaster

A SONGWRITER has paid
tribute to his son’s efforts, and
those of his ship, in the way he
knows best — through music.

Steve Atkinson’s son ‘Ron’ 1s
serving in HMS Lancaster, on
anti-piracy duty east of Suez,

“I write songs, and when he
went off for seven months I came
up with one, pretty much a tribute
to HMS Lancaster and those who
serve in her,” said Steve.

The track (*it’s not sentimental
or boring stuff, 1t’s a rock track”,
said Steve) 1s called Ron, has been
professionally recorded and 1s
available to hear on the Navy News
website — go to www.navynews,
co.uk/news/707-naval-chiefs-
gather-aboard-lancaster-to-
fight-crime.aspx

Outstanding Pete

A RATING from HMS Illustrious
has won a merit award for his
‘outstanding contribution to
operational capability’.

POAEM Pete Maskell attended
the Worshipful Company of
Lightmongers annual dinner,
where he was presented with the
David Rowden Merit Award,
worth £750.

Pilots return to roots

TWO Royal Navy pilots returned
to their old stamping grounds to
help keep the Senior Service in the
public eye.

First on the list was Greater
Manchester, where Lt Jim Hall
dropped in on Our Lady’s RC
High School at Higher Blackley
in the morning then hopped over
to Woodford Lodge School at
Winsford later the following day.

Jim, who was due to deploy to
Afghanistan as Navy News went
to press, flies the Mk 7 Airborne
Surveillance and Control (ASaC)
version of the Sea King with 854
MNAS, based at Culdrose.

Students looked around the Sea

King and chatted to the sailors
about life in the Navy and the role
of the Fleet Air Arm.

Lt Hall, who hails from the
Manchester area, said: “It is a real
thrill to be able to bring one of our
helicopters to this area, as it helps
strengthen relationships between
schools and the Royal Navy.”

The following week it was the
turn of Lt Jon Green, originally
from Co Durham, to visit schools,
this time in the North East.

Lt Green, also at 854 NAS,
flew his Sea King to Longfield
School and Hurworth Maths
and Computing College in
Darlington.
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@® Alan Jackson receives his
medal from Maj Gen Nikolay
Koval at the Russian Embassy

Rescue hero
finally gets
his medal

THE Russians finally got their
man — and a Navy aviator got his
medal.

MA Alan Jackson has had two
Roval MNavy postings, completed
a four-year degree and moved
house since he was involved in a
lifesaving mission over a stormy
Atlanuc.

In late 2001, Alan was a medic
with the RN search and rescue
unit at HMS Gannet in Prestwick,
and was part of a five-man crew
scrambled to save a Russian sailor,

After an emergency
appendectomy aboard the Vasily
Tatishev, the sailor developed an
infection and became critically ill.

So the Gannet duty crew was
called to the outer himits of their
coverage area — 200 miles into the
Atlantic north west of Ireland — to
airlift the man to hospital.

In atrocious conditions, the
Navy aircraft flew to the scene,
recovered the man from the
pitching ship and delivered him
to hospital in Londonderry, where
he recovered.

All five aviators were awarded the
Russian medal for Strengthening
of Brotherhood in Arms,

“Obviously I feel greatly
honoured to be recognised 1n this
way for my part in the rescue, but
we were all just doing our jobs and
we just tried for the best outcome
possible — which we did manage to
achieve,” said Alan.

He was presented with his medal
by the Defence and Military
Attache of the Russian Federation
Embassy to Great Britain, Maj
(Gen Nikolay Koval.

Inaugural award
for Roebuck chippy

CPO(MEA) Paul Dent became
the inaugural recipient of a
Captain HM Commendation.

As the chippy in HMS Roebuck
for three wyears, Paul saw her
through a wvariety of challenges,
not least during her time as NATO
command platform in 2008.

He is regarded as a character on
board, and an example for young
stokers to look up to.

Captain HM, Capt Bob Stewart,
also highlighted the key role Paul
playved in ensuring the davit for the
survey motor boat, unserviceable
for some time, was back In
operation for the resumption of
survey duties.

Nelson’s day.”

Tommy (73), who served four vears in the
Merchant Navy from the age of 15, last visited the

Dockyard 30 years ago.

The entertainer was starring in Bill Kenwright's
of Secrooge, and
performances at the London Palladium in the same
show which put him into the record books as the star

touring production

Sihlings to the fore at
Dartmouth ceremony

SIBLINGS were very much to
the fore at the last passing out
parade of 2009 at Dartmouth
— those who were there and,
in at least one case, those who
were not.

First those who were there.

A total of 377 personnel formed
the end of term parade before the
Earl of Wessex.

Of that 377, just under 170 had
reached the end of their 28-week
Initial Officer Training course
at Britannia RN College, which
has been turning out Royal Navy
officers for more than 100 vears.

The young men and women have
faced many and varied challenges
as they developed their leadership
skills and understanding of the
Royal Mavy.

They were the first cohort of
cadets completing the restructured
course, which now includes ten
weeks at sea on capital warships

where they get a first-hand
introduction to life at sea.
On parade were sister and

brother Sarah and Adam Vines —
the first time such siblings have
passed out together having carried
out their training simultaneously.

Sarah (23) and Adam (19)
joined BRNC in April and,
although in separate divisions,
have obviously seen each other
throughout training.

Their family travelled down
from their home town of Stroud

in Gloucestershire for the day.
Sarah decided to join the RN

Engineers

SHIP’S sponsor Lady Anne Kerr
has visited HMS Northumberland
to present the award that bears
her name.

Lady Kerr, who attended with
her husband Admiral Sir John
Kerr, was present at the launch of
the Type 23 frigate in 1992 and
has maintained close ues with the
ship ever since,

The Lady Anne Kerr'ITrophy was
donated as a means of rewarding a
team or individual who, in the view
of her Commanding Officer, have
made a unique and significant
contribution to maintaining the
ship’s operational capability
during the previous year.

The award for 2009 went to the

as she completed her degree in
applied marine sports science at
Plymouth University.

She graduated in September
2008 and is to train as a warfare
officer.

Adam joined after taking
A-levels at Downfield Sixth Form
College in Stroud and is now
to undertake the rigours of pilot
training.

The training he has undertaken
at Dartmouth is all accredited
towards a foundation degree
course, so he has the opton to
work towards a degree whilst
serving.

Now for the sibling who was
not there.

The family of S/t Christopher
Barber had a real dilemma on
their hands.

Twin brothers Chris and
Thomas (23) were both on
parade.

But while Chris was marking
the completion of his training at
BRNC, Thomas was on parade at
the Commando Training Centre
Lympstone, Exmouth, where he
has just completed the gruelling
15-month  Officer Training
Course.

The solution? Something of
a compromise — as soon as the
parade in Dartmouth finished,
Chris travelled to Exmouth to join
all his family who were there for
the double celebration.

And before we finish with the
family theme, one of the senior
officers in attendance with strong

rewarded

Marine Engineering department
for their outstanding diesel repair
work in Salalah last March.
MNorthumberland faced major
defects on the engines just as she
was about to return to the UK
after a six-month deployment off
Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden.
With the fnga!:c alﬂngﬂzdﬂ ir

Oman, her marine engineers,
alongside colleagues from
Devonport Fleet Maintenance

Unit, worked exceptionally long
hours in challenging conditions
to completely change an engine in
record time.

The award was received by POs
Mackay and Geofroy on behalf of
the ME Department.

Third time round for officer

THE new Commander British Forces South Atlantic Islands is on

familiar territory.

Cdre Philip Thicknesse was a bridge watchkeeper in HMS Fearless
during the Falklands Conflict, and after hostilities ended he remained in
the 1slands as second-in-command of the prize Yehuin, an ex-Argentine
rig support vessel known as the Black Pig in theatre.

In 1996 he returned to command Falkland Islands Patrol Vessel
HMS Leeds Castle, and said his latest appointment to a place which has

“played a huge part in my naval career” 1s ©

Two legends meet up

ONE is a household name with a maritime background
and a place in the annals of Britain.

The other won the Battle of Trafalgar...

Showbiz legend Tommy Steele -
on the right — wvisited the Royal Naval Museum in
Portsmouth during a break from appearing at the
Mayflower Theatre in Southampton.

And the singer widely acknowledged as Britain’s
first rock 'n’ roll star was particularly keen to see the
Nelson gallery, as it has been mentioned he bears an
uncanny resemblance to the admiral.

Graham Dobbin, Chief Operations Officer at the
museum, said: “It was a delight to welcome Tommy
Steele back to the museum and HMS Victory and to
show him the transformation since his last visit,

“He really emjoved The Trafalgar Experience and
was extremely knowledgeable about the Navy of

he’s the one

1t was his

the greatest privilege.”

to have headlined most performances at the theatre
~ a plaque was mounted at the Palladium to mark
the achievement.

Steele’s career, from teen idol to veteran songster,
includes more than 20 hit singles, Hollywood
movies and award-winning musicals including Half
a Sixpence,

F—

® The passing nut parade at Dartmouth
Picture: Craig Keating, VT Flagship college photographer

links to Dartmouth was there for
personal reasons.

Rear Admiral Tony Johnstone-
Burt attended the parade as a
proud father, watching his eldest
son Edward march round the
ramps and then make the slow
march up the steps and in through
the College’s central front door,

Such parades are nothing
new to Rear Admiral Johnstone-
Burt, who was the Commodore
of BRNC between 2002 and
2004, but he commented on how
mspiring and emotional it was to
witness Edward on the parade.

As Commodore-in-Chief of the
Roval Fleet Auxiliary, the Earl of

Wessex took particular interest
in the 14 RFA cadets who have
completed a seven-week training
course at BRNC,

The course is designed to
mtroduce them to various
aspects of leadership and provide
a comprehensive understanding
of the Royal Navy before they
move forward with careers in
the RFA.,

The RFA’s main task is to
supply warships of the Royal Navy
operating around the world with
fuel, food, stores and ammunition,
and a daeper understanding of
each other’s organisations should
bring benefits to both sides.

® Thomas Bullivant with his
grandfather, Windsor Davies

It wasn’t
half cold,

muim...

THE grandson of a TV sitcom
soldier has completed his basic
training as a sailor.

Trainee Air Engineering
Technician Thomas Bullivant,
from Sutton, joined the Navy
towards the end of last year.

And one of the family members
who watched him pass out of HMS
Raleigh was grandfather Windsor
Davies, who played Battery Sgt
Maj Williams in the BBC’s It Aint
Half Hot Mum.

Thomas was attracted to life in
the Senior Service by the career
opportunities and the chance to
travel.

*The course pushed me to put
in maximum effort to achieve my
goals,” he said.

“My favourite part was the
expedition across Dartmoor.

“We hiked 18km over harsh
terrain, after sleeping in tents and
washing in a freezing stream.

“I had a real sense of
achievernent at the end.”

Thomas i1s now undergoing
specialist training at HMS Sultan.

TH
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Dagenham
honoured
hy VIP list

DAGENHAM branch invited
national president S/M  John
McAnally to their annual dinner,
hosted by chairman S/M George
Lester and his wife Eileen.

S/M McAnally proposed the
loyal toast then delighted the
assembled shipmates with an
interesting and informative speech,
following up by visiting each of
the tables to chat with members
and their guests.

The VIP guest did admit to
having some difficulty in locating
the accommodation provided by
the branch — in his letter of thanks
to the chairman, he observed
that having been a very senior
navigation specialist in the Royal
Navy he had somehow managed
to get himself hopelessly lost on a
visit to East London/Essex.

Dagenham counts itself most
fortunate with regards guests of
honour; the previous year saw
national secretary S/M Paddy
McClurg attend the event.

Branch public relations officer
S/M David Billett said: “We were
honoured by their attendance and
would wish to thank them and
all the staff at RINA HQ for the
hard work and effort they put
into running the affairs of the
Association.”

Awards at
Inverness

A MEDALLION and two
certificates have been presented
to three founding members of the
City of Inverness branch.

MNatonal president S/M John
McAnally presented the RNA
Medallion to S/M Brian Chambers
who, as founding secretary (and
without e-mail), did an amazing
job In getting communications up
and running to ensure the branch
got off to a great start.

S/Ms Mike Bull and John
Graham, who with Brian were
instrumental in setting up the
branch, were presented with life
membership certificates.

There were also congratulations
for /M Raymond Moore, who
has been awarded an MBE for his
services to SSAFA — that makes it
three MBEs in the branch so far.

Former mariners
are entertained

RESIDENTS of the Sir Gabriel
Woods Mariners Home 1n
Greenock were invited to join the
City of Glasgow branch for an
evening of entertainment.

Apart from the refreshments,
there was a chance to exchange
dits and tall tales, and there was
a successful raffle — with many of
the prizes going to the shipmates’
guests,

The evening concluded with
branch chairman S§S/M Frank
Halliday presenting a cheque.

Family double

I'T was a family affair when awards
were handed out at the South
Harrow presentation evening.

S/M Tony Turner was presented
with the Peter Cant Award for
services to the association while his
wife, S/M Finola Turner, won the
Shipmate of the Year Award, voted
for by members of the branch.

- 'ONCE NAVY, ALWAYS NAVY’

® Oliver Hillier preparéé to address delegates at the No

4 Area AGM

e L7

Golleagues mourn

and his international colleagues to see
and do.

Usually held in August, the camps
allow young people between the ages
of 12 and 17 to gain sailing experience,
learn boat work and the like, taught
by professional instructors in the host
country, usually staying at a naval base.

More than 30 branches attended the
AGM at Street Roval British Legion
base.

Oliver indicated that he
joining the Royal Navy as soon as
possible — perhaps a bounty forthcoming

for the RINA?

intended

0SS of ‘genial’ Frank

CDR Frank Ward, until lately
Deputy General Secretary
of the RNA, crossed the
bar on Boxing Day 2009 in
the Countess Mountbatten
Hospice, Southampton, after
an illness, writes RNA General
Secretary SIM Paddy McClurg.

Frank, who was only 56 years of
age, was a genial individual with
a wide range of interests and an
extensive network of friends — 1t

was no surprise that his funeral,
which was held in the Church
of the Holy Rood, Stubbington,
on January 14, was extremely
well-attended and an appropriate
tribute to this friendly giant with

..I
-

a special sense of humour and a
wicked sense of fun.

Frank was an MCD Specialist
who was the first Commanding
Officer of HMS Sandown, and
he was held in high regard by
his mine warfare colleagues who
consulted him frequently, even
after his retirement, on a wide
range of MCD matters.

He could not say no, and was
secretary of the HMS Vernon
Monument Committee, set up to
erect a memeorial at Gunwharf
Quays in Portsmouth (the former
HMS Vernon site), and gave
generously of his time and effort
to this worthy project.

In addinon he was secretary of

the Royal Naval Bird Watching
Society and gave freely ofhis talents
and time to this hobby, producing
a magazine appropriately entitled
Sea Swallow for the entertainment
and edification of those who
engage 1n this arcane pursuit.

Frank was ‘Mr Gadget Man’,
and if anything was new he had
to have it.

But he was also a hard-working
and amusing colleague, invariably
smiling and in a great good
humour.

He approached his work as he
approached his life, with drive,
enthusiasm, optimism and a grin.

He was generous to his
friends and approachable to

® Maurice Burgess' model of HMS Dulverton

action-packed career.

She was launched in April 1941 on the Clyde,
commissioned five months later and took part in
numerous operations in the Mediterranean, including

Malta convoys.

But on November 13 1943, off the Greek island of
Kos, she was struck by a glider bomb launched from
a Dornier aircraft and sustained heavy damage.

Consorts managed to rescue 120 of Dulverton’s
ship’s company before scuttling her, but three officers
and 75 ratings died in the incident.

In just two vears the ship amassed seven Battle

Honours.

Maurice’s 1:96 scale replica, which took 15 months
to complete, was built from scratch using original
drawings, and is accurate right down to the shade of

paint on her hull.

Two ships have borne the name; the second -

- but In a

Dulverton to he welcomed home

A WARTIME destroyer lives again
considerably smaller form than before.

Maurice Burgess has spent more than a vear
perfecting a scale model of the first of the Navy's two
Dulvertons, a Type II Hunt-class ship with a brief but

a Hunt-class mine countermeasures wvessel bult
by Vosper Thornycroft — was launched in
and enjoyed a good relatonship with the town of
Dulverton in Somerset until she was decommissioned
almost six years ago.

1985

The town is planning a reunion on April 11 of

those who served in HMS Dulverton.
The occasion will be the dedication of Maurice’s
model, which he plans to donate to the church.

For further details, contact Trish Couzens (formerly

Green) on 01398 323697 or Rev John Thorogood of
All Saints at johnthevicar@toucansurf.com

Sevenoaks makes 50

SEVENOAKS branch celebrates its 50th anniversary

on March 21 with a service at St Luke’s Church in

the town, starting at 2pm.

shortly.

Standards and shipmates will be most welcome at
the service — maps and fuller details will be available

For more information please ring S/M Fred

Faircloth on 01732 741966.
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DE BURGH,SHOWEP | THREW POWPERED LIME
ADVANCED TACTICAL- | INTO THE WIND WHICH
SKILLS BY ATTACKING | CARRIEP IT TO THE
FROM WINDWARD.. |FRENCH SHIPS WITH

Naval Quirks

THE PATTLE OF SANPWICH S
FAMOUS FOR TWO THINGS..

CHEESE ANP ONIONZCORNED
BEEF ANP PICKLE 2

"\ blinds us !

AND SECOND, THE ENGLISH

PEVASTATING RESULTS..
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acquaintances, while he had an
abiding curiosity about where he
and the RNA were going.

He leaves a widow and
a daughter and will be greatly
missed, particularly by his
colleagues in RNA Headquarters
and those in the branches with
whom he had dealings.

We are glad to have known
him.

Glorious and
consorts
remembered

THE 70th anniversary of the
sinking of HM ships Glorious,
Ardent and Acasta is to be
marked by a memorial service in
Plymouth this summer.

Aircraft carrier Glorious and
her two escorting destroyers
were ambushed and sunk by
(German battleships Scharnhorst
and Gneisenau on June 8 1940
between Norway and Iceland.

Although hundreds survived the
sinkings, many died in rafts and
boats in the following days — the
final death toll was 1,531 men.

The service will be held at St
Nicholas Church, HMS Drake, on
Sunday June 6.

The previous Friday a service
will be staged at the National
Memorial Arboretum.

Cadet reports on camp Model

ONE of the speakers at the No 4 Area
AGM and area meeting was 15-year-old
Sea Cadet Oliver Hillier.

Oliver’sartendance atthe International
Maritime Confederation camp in Italy
last year was sponsored by the RINA -
the organisation sends one cadet each
yvear to the maritime camps, held in
various locations around the EU - so
the Avonmouth unit cadet was invited
to the meeting to give an account of his
adventures.

And the youngster made it quite
clear that the trip was hugely enjoyable
and provided plenty of things for him

way to
mark
birthday

AQUITAINE branch’s senior
shipmate John Hudson has been
presented with a model of his old
ship to mark his 90th birthday.

S/M John served in the
County-class heavy cruiser HMS
Cumberland at the River Plate
in December 1939, and was a
guest at the RN and Military
Club in London last December
to help commemorate the 70th
anniversary of the battle which led
to the scuttling of the Graf Spee.

While in London S/M John
met an ex-colour sergeant RM,
who had swapped turrets in HMS
Ajax with a Petty Officer Gunnery
Instructor (POGI) - the turret
was subsequently badly damaged
and the POGI killed.

In those days X turret in such
cruisers were often manned by
the Royal Marines company, said
S/M Ken Napier, chairman of the
branch.

Aquitaine shipmates had a
busy 2009, with monthly lunches,
on occasion joined by amis de
bord (shipmates) from nine local
French AMMACs, the Gallic
equivalent of the RNA.

And branch members have
also been regularly invited to
join French lunches, which 5/M
Ken notes are both extensive and
friendly.

Aquitaine also enjoys an active
affiliation with RFA tanker
Wave Ruler, and kept in touch
throughout last vyear as the
ship supported the Taurus 09
deployment and operations in the
Gulf and off Somalia.

“The standard has been
paraded at French Liberation
Day parades, and at November
ceremonies, usually with 20 to
30 French standards, where again
the branch has been made very
welcome indeed.” said S/M Ken.

“November 11 i1s a national
French holiday, and every town,
village and parish has its own
ceremony, attended by all ages.

“The ceremony 15 treated very
seriously indeed.”

S/M Ken also noted that every
Department (roughly equivalent
to a Brnitish county) in France
has 1ts own Reserve Officer who
attends events and supports their
local AMMALC,
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postcard of the day

FOR one Nawvy News reader a
book review published last vear
brought back poignant memories.

John *Scouse’ Gee was a stoker
on board the SS Ladv Hawkins
which was sunk by a U-boat off
Virginia on January 1942,

Scouse and 70 fellow survivors
drifted for days in a lifeboat before
being picked up by the §5 Coamo
of the Porto Rico Line, which
transferred the seamen to Puerto
Rico for hospital treatment.

The 7,000-ton Coamo was, by
that time, in her final year of
Service.

By now a US Army transport
ship, in November 1942 Coamo
delivered Allied troops for the
campaign in North Africa then
retraced her route to the UK.

While off Ireland, she was
ordered to return to the USA
alone, and on the evening of
December 2 she was struck by a
torpedo from U-604 — subject of
the book Ne Ordinarv War, by

® The S5S Coamo, depicted on a Colourpicture Publishers Inc

Coamo saved Scouse

Christian Prag, reviewed in June
2009,

All 186 on board died; some
were seen by the Germans to
scramble into lifeboats but they
were presumed to have been
swamped by the gales which swept
the area over the subsequent three
days.

The sinking of the Coamo is
believed to be the greatest single
loss of a merchant crew on any
US-flagged merchant vessel
during World War 2.

U-604 only lasted another eight
months before being damaged
and scuttled in the South Atlantic
with the loss of a third of her crew
of 45.

Survivors were picked up
by U-185, and some of those
transferred to a third boat, which
returned to France,

U-185 was herself sunk in an
air attack just days later, with
the majority of U-604"s survivors
going down with her.
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Final
accounts
produced

THE final accounts of the HMS
Newfoundland Association have
now been completed, and a list of
final donations to charitues and
associations compiled.

The RNBT was given £1,000,
as was Pembroke House and the
RMBT.

TS Newfoundland and the
Not Forgotten Association both
received £300, and Help for
Heroes was given an initial sum
of £142.35, followed by a further
donation of £1,357 at the final
Association reunion.

One other loose end has also
been dealt with.,

In the spring of 1944 the
Colony-class cruiser visited St
John’s in Newfoundland following
repairs in Boston, and during that
time the then mayor gave the
cruiser’s crew the Freedom of the
City — but no record survived.

During a visit to the Canadian
city in 2006 by Newfoundland
veterans, S/M Alan Waite, treasurer
of the decommuissioned association,
made some initial enquiries.

As a result, the current
mayor, Dennis O’Keefe, last
vear confirmed the award of
the Freedom (which had been
recorded in 1944 by the local
paper, the Evening Telegram), and
presented the former association
with a freedom certificate.

Although the association no
longer exists, ‘unofficial’ activities
will continue, starting with a
reunion at the end of May at
the South Downs Holiday Village,
Chichester.

Free day out

AN AMUSEMENT park in West
Sussex is offering a free day out for
serving and ex-serving members
of the RN and RFA and their
dependents in connection with
Armed Forces Day this summer.

Gary Smart, who owns
the Harbour Park complex in
Littlehampton, has offered a free
book of tickets for rides on June
26, which will be issued on proof
of identity.

The offer is Gary's way of
showing appreciation for the
Forces — his son recently left the
Army to join the company.

Details of the complex can be
found at www.harbourpark.com

£50 PRIZE PUZZLE
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THE mystery ship in our January
edition (right) was HMS Ashanti.

Mr W Waltho, of Portchester,
wins £50 for providing the
correct answer.

This month’'s ship (above),
with a strong link to a recently-
decommissioned RN vessel,
has a name inextricably bound
up with Nelson and a battle of
almost legendary status.

What was her name - and what
was the name of her sister ship
which accidentally rammed her
in the Mediterranean in the early
1960s7?

We have removed her pennant

number from the picture.
Complete the coupon and send
it to Mystery Picture, Navy News,

SIX ex-Service personnel
were given an insight into life
on board a nuclear submarine

when they visited Devonport.

HMS Talent welcomed
members of Shrewsbury branch
and the town’s Roval British
Legion.

Although none of the group had
served in submarines, between
them they represented a wide
range of Service disciplines — their
number included retired Royal
Marines, a retired Army medic
and former members of the Fleet
Air Arm and RAF.

The guests were given a
tour of the submarine — and
were surprised at the cramped
conditions on board.

Additionally, a simulated
torpedo attack allowed them to
get a feel for the operational side
of submarines.

As well as touring Talent, the
group went on board helicopter
carrier HMS Ocean for a look
around.

The largest ship in the Navy
offered rather more room to move,
and one of the group, ex-Royal
Marine S/M John Turner, was able
to compare his time in the Corps
in the 1950s with his modern-day
counterparts.

The wvisitors were taken around

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

Talent on show for
Shrewshury visitors

NS JALEN]

® The visitors from Shrewsbury line up with the CO of HMS Talent, Cdr Simon Asquith

the landing craft — a pilece of
kit which left /M John mightily
impressed.

HMS Talent’s Commanding
Officer, Cdr Simon Asquith, said:

“It was a real pleasure to host
these ex-Servicemen, to repay
their previous hospitality and to
give them a taste of life in a
modern submarine.”

Pictures may he key to mystery

ONE mystery solved — but more
created.

A Widnes couple, Alan and
Elaine Leather, found a cache of
wartime photos while clearing the
home of Elaine’s mother Phyllis
Osborne.

The World War 1 pictures
belonged to Elaine’s grandfather
Pte Frederick Lowe and his son
Freddie (Elaine’s uncle), who
served in the RN in World War 2,

Freddie Jnr’s pictures were
something of a mystery, as they
showed a figure on a hill above a
blazing town, and at this point the
story was taken up by Oliver Clay,

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH.
Coupons giving the correct answer
will go into a prize draw to establish
d WInmner.

Closing date for entries is April
15. More than one entry can be
submitted, but photocopies cannot

be accepted. Do not include
anything else in your envelope: no
correspondence can be entered into
and no entry returned.

The winners will be announced in
our May edition. The competition is
not open to Navy News employees
or their families.
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a reporter on their local paper, the
Runcorn and Widnes Weekly Neqws.

As a result of the story, a friend
of Freddie’s came forward, but the
couple would still like information
on Elaine’s relatives — Freddie
could possibly have been on the
Leopold when 1t was torpedoed.

Any information can be sent to
oliver.clay@liverpool.com

The pictures could also be the
key to a further mystery.

A commando’s daughter
identified the war-torn town in
the pictures as the Norwegian port
of Vaagso/Vagsey, one of the first
targets of British Combined Ops

forces in December 1941,

Ann Jones hopes the pictures,
which she believes were taken
by an official war photographer,
can help unravel the mystery
surrounding the death and burial
of her father, L/Sgt Harold Povey,
a commando on that raid.

Ann is keen to find anvone
who has notes or memories of
those buried at sea, which could
help narrow down the names of
five men buried anonymously in
Trondheim.

She was also told that some
commandos were taken prisoner
and shot.

Branch is hit hard

SOUTHEND branch was hit hard
in 2000 by the loss of several
members, two in leading roles.

Branch president S/M Stan
Horner died in June having carried
out his duties for two years — though
he was no stranger to high office,
having been branch chairman for
the previous 17 years.

Treasurer S/M Bert O’Brien
survived over three years in Japanese
POW camps, and celebrated his
90th birthday last April.

For more than a decade
S/M Bert had served as branch
treasurer, and had been appointed
branch vice president for his

services to the Association.

S/M Bert died in October, and
fellow shipmates will miss him,
S/M Stan and all the others who
have crossed the bar.

The subsequent changes have
seen S/M Roger Kemp take over
as secretary and S/M Norman
Summerhayes become treasurer.

S/M Norman had been secretary
for almost 40 years, and brings
a wealth of experience, but the
move will still allow him to clock
up four decades as branch officer
while easing the workload.

He will, however, continue as
treasurer for No 5 Area.
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® ON January 5 1960 a group of lads travelled to Shotley in Suffolk

to join the Royal Navy at HMS Ganges. 50 years later to the day a
handful of brave souls retraced their steps, battling through snow
and ice to meet up and celebrate 28 recruitment’s anniversary.
The picture shows Shep Woolley, Ivan Eves, Mick Cox, John Windust,
David Fagg, John Brown and Bernie Taft at the HMS Ganges
Association Museum. The celebration continued later at the Swan

in Needham Market

The wisit was thoroughly
enjoyed by both hosts and visitors,
and further strengthened the ties
between Talent and her affiliated
town of Shrewsbury.

Fine dinner

I'l" was best bibs and tuckers all
round for the Plymouth branch
annual dinner and dance at
the WO and SR Mess in HMS
Drake.

A combination of fine speeches,
a “superb” meal, an immaculate
ceremonial turn-out from Sea
Cadets and an organisational
triumph from the social committee,
headed by S/M Sue Gutteridge,

made for memorable evening.

Diana sailors
return to Malta

MEMBERS of the HMS Diana
Association travelled to Malta
for a reunion more than half
a century after serving on the
Maediterranean island.

Some 40 former sailors and
their partners toured former
haunts, some still familiar from
their time in the destroyer in the
mid-to-late 1950s.

They were based in Qawra, a
dozen or so miles from Valletta,
for the week, but much of their
time was based around the Grand
Harbour, including a cruise.

e

Cruisers
could hand
together

AN association chairman has put
forward proposals to breathe new
life into groups associated with
wartime cruisers.

“The present Colony and Fij
Class Associations appear to be
shrinking at an alarming rate,”
said HMS Kenya Association
chairman S/M Dennis Patterson.

*I am of the opinion that now 1s
the time we should be considering
forming an ‘umbrella’ association
covering all the above classes of
ships,” said §/M Dennis.

*This would 1n no way
be a takeover of the existing
associations, but an entirely new
assoclation.

“*Members could join as
individuals or existing associations
could join en bloc while still
retaining their own autonomy.

“Most of us have two reunions a
year; what I would like to suggest is
one of these reunions becomes the
AGM of the new association while
the other remains as the normal
AGM of the current association.

“Details of all the pros and cons
would have to be worked out and
agreed at an inaugural meeting.

“This meeting of course would
also have to elect the officers and
committee of the new association.

“If you are interested in this
proposal, I can be contacted by
emailonpsmx903-pirate@yahoo.
co.uk or call 01912 584694,

“There are 11 ships of our
classes: HM ships Bermuda,
Cevlon, Fiji, Gambia, Jamaica,
Kenya, Mauritius, Newfoundland,
Nigeria, Trinidad and Uganda.

“We were all in the same
Roval Navy so let us put our
parochial issues aside and get
together to our mutual benefit
and comradeship.”

Event may
be the last

THIS year’s memorial service for
Far Eastern prisoners of war
is likely to be the last formal
gathering of its kind.

The service, organised by the
National Ex-Services Association
along with the Far East Prisoners
of War community and the Irish
Guards singers, commemorates all
who died in captivity or who have
died since.

It is thought there are around
300 survivors, and they and their
families are invited to this year’s
ecumenical service, which will be
held at Christ the King Roman
Catholic Church, 78 Queens
Drive, Childwall, Liverpool.

The service will also remember
all those who fought in the Far
Eastern campaign.

For more information see
website www.nesa.org.uk

Supporting independent living for our ex-Service community

you are.

| lSuppu:rting
Those Who
. Have
. Served

Life can be
difficult after
leaving the
Services,
whatever age

SVR 1s here to support ex-Service men and

women who are homeless or in need. Every year we
provide high quality en-suite accommodation and meals
for over 300 veterans in our residences in Dundee and
Edinburgh. Dignity, privacy and respect for our residents

are our principle objectives.

Do you know someone who may need our support?

SVR

Scottish

For more information about the work of
SVR or to donate visit www.svronline.org
or call 0131 556 0091

Scottish Registered Chanty No. SC015260

Vererans

Hesidences
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Rear-Admiral Frederick Lawson CB
DSC and Bar. Joining the Navy in 1934
he trained for four years at the engineearing
school at Keyham, Plymouth setting a record
as first in his class in every examination. At
the outbreak of war he was tracing steam
pipes in HMS Belfast when the ship's back
was broken by a magnetic influence mine.
He served in Berwick on northern blockade
duties; then to Greenwich naval college; in
1941 he joined Liverpool under repair in San
Fancisco and later in the Mediterranean he
instituted damage control as a whole-ship
activity and studied Liverpool’s stability; this
paid off when attacked by ltalian torpedo
bombers in 1942, He flooded the forward
ammunition magazines which prevented
capsizing and was awarded the DSC. After a
tour in HMS King George V he was appointed
to Aurora under repair in Taranto; swift
promotion brought him to commander aged
27. Taking part in the invasion of southern
France and the liberation of Greece he was
awarded a second DSC. He was engineer
officer of the carrier Albion and took part in
the Suez crisis. Promoted to captain in 1960
he was the last commodore superintendent
of Singapore dockyard 1965-69. Promoted
rear-admiral his final posting was Flag Officer
Medway and superintendent of Chatham
dockyard; appointed CB he retired in 1971.
He spent three years as chief executive of
the Royal Dockyards until his final retirement
in 1975, January 25. Aged 92,

Lt Cdr Michael Langman DSC.
Volunteered for the Fleet Air Arm joining St
Vincent as a Naval Airman 2nd class in 1940;
he learned to fly at Luton and further tfaining
at Kingston, Ontario. Assigned to 775 NA
he was on communications duties then flew
Swordfish in 815 NAS, based at Buggush,
making daily sorties to bomb German targets.
His squadron was suddenly ordered to
evacuate as Rommel's tanks broke through
Allied defences and for the next six months,
in which he accumulated 355 hours day and
night flyi rﬁ he conducted regular sweeps
over the Mediterranean, interrupting enemy
supplies into El Alamein; he was awarded
the DSC in 1943. He emigrated to Canada
and in 1948 joined the Royal Canadian Mawy
flying Avengers from the Canadian carrier
Magnificent, CO of 881 squadron and senior
pilot in the camier Bonaventure; retired
in 1966 and was awarded the Canadian
Forces Decoration. He returned to the UK.
Movember 16. Aged 88,

Reg Gurney. Able Seaman, served in
Wren 1942-46 A Gun; also served with Capt
‘Jehnnie' Walker. November 24, Aged 84,

Frank 'Pusser’ Hart. PTl. January 18.
Aged 87,

John Wilby. Served in Peacock as AB
1947-50. October in Canada. Aged 80.

Ted ‘Spud’ Murphy. C/AFQ. Served
1943-75; last unit Ark Royal (1961-75).
January 28.

Dick Collier. Stoker. Served 1947-54 in
Forth, Childers, Mull of Kintyre, Vanguard
and paraded at the coronation of the Queen.
September 27. Aged 80.

Walter Bell. Naval rating and survivor of
sinking of Repulse 1941. January 6. Aged
88.

Brian 'Soapy’ Hudson. CPO  Air(AH).
Served 1952-74 in Eagle, Ark Royal and
RMAS Daedalus, Lossiemouth and Culdrose.
Joined Coastguard upon leaving the Service
reaching the rank of station officer and known
affectionately as ‘Sir'. Aircraft Handlers
Association. January 10. Aged 75.

Anthony ‘Tony" Clarke. AMIL) FAA.
Served 1942-46. Bristol and District Fleet Air
Arm Association. January 26. Aged 85.

Don Kempson. Sto/Mech. Served 1947-
54 St George, Ceylon, Aurora, Diadem,
Zodiac, Cadiz and submarines Scorcher and
Thorough. December 30 in Auckland, MNew
Zealand. Aged 80.

Reginald George Walker. AB. Served
1942-46 in Queen, Valiant, Blinjoe, Rifleman,
Lochinvar, RMS Franconia and Antenor.
Aged 84,

William ‘Bill' Lawrence Catlow. CH/Tel
(CRS). Joined 1937 training at Ganges and
Scapa Flow at the outbreak of war. Served
in Tartar, Woolwich, Ceres and Mentioned
in Dispatches in the Battle of North Cape
whilst serving in KNMS Stord (Norway); also
at D-Day landings. Further ships Swale,
FONA {Pacific), Warrior, Gravelines, Battleaxe,
Sea Eagle and Caroline also RNAS Falcon,
Hal Far, Malta from 1958-61. Joined the
Careers Service in Derby 1976 after coming
off active service and retired 1991. The MNorth
Russia Club, HMS Gravelines Association
and the D-Day Fellowship. January 18. Aged
88.

Roy William George Sims. Served 1947-
59 at Excalibur, Collingwood, Fraser Gun
Battery and in Barrosa, Magpie, Vanguard,
Cleo/Dido (Reserve), Albion and Paladin.
December 6. Aged B0.

Dave ‘Del' Trotter. Leading Logistician
(L/Chef). Served 1971-2008 In Ark
Royal, Soberton, Ghurka, Ardent ({1982),
Nottingham, Liverpool, lllustrious, Abdiel,
Edinburgh {twice), York, Cromer, Manchester,
Atherton, Grimsby and Campbeltown.
February 8. Aged 54.

Stanley ‘Stan’ Alfred Chorley. Joined
the Royal Navy with his three brothers and
served for four years until 1947, Bristol
Royal Navy & Royal Marines Old Comrades
Association. December 29. Aged 84.

Ken Shuttleworth, Able Seaman. Served
in Faulknor 1942-45 and a member of the
association. December 11.

M E Cross. Served on board LCS(M)101
and LSI(S) Prince David. LST & Landing Craft
Association. December 31.

Alwyn Thomas. Stores Assistant (S).
Served on board LST 3025 Bruiser. National
Committee of the LST & Landing Craft
Association. February 4,

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION
Trevor Anthony ‘Tony' Pickard. Joined
Torpoint Barracks serving 1962-70 mainly in
the submarine service including submarines
Acheron and Revenge. A founder member of

Wetherby BRNA. November 24. Aged B5.
Sydney ‘Syd' Leslie all. Chief
Shipwright. Joined Pembroke 1947 as

an Acting Shipwright to complete his
apprenticeship that he started a year earlier
at Sheerness Dockyard. Served in Phoebe,
Swiftsure, Ceres, Vidal, Caledonia, Bulwark,
Adamant, Maidstone and HMMS Malaya.
On lpan to the Royal Malayan MNavy as
an Instructor and Barrack Master on two
occasions between 1962-65. Final draft Fleet
Liaison duties for the Captain of Chatham
Dockyard; retired 1962. Long term member
of HMS Phoebe Association and a founder
member of Wetherby RMNA. December 9.
Aged 84,

John Mitchell Sheppard. POREL
(POWEM(R)). Served 1958-82 in St Vincent,
Collingwood, Vigilant, Ursa, Kent, Hecla,
Plymouth, Mauntius, Aldemey, Zulu, St
Angelo and Osprey. Former chairman
and secretary of Bury S5t Edmunds RNA,

Movamber 3. Aged 67.

Frank Deverson Fox. Signalman (T/P)
TO. Chatham r'ating served 1944-47 in
Royal Arthur, Scotia, Sphinx, Canopus, Stag,
Eurcclydon and Nile also SS Nea Hellas and
IS Attilio Regolo and on staff of Flag Officer
Eastern Mediterranean. Vice chairman of
Eﬁ;r;-.r St Edmunds RNA. October 25. Aged
B3.

George Leach. Leading Seaman, Served
1942-46. Served three years in Newcastle.
Treasurer Wrexham branch.

Malcolm Green. Served the Army 1939-
45 and later the Merchant MNavy. Associate
member of Norwich branch. December 12.
Aged 89.

Barrie John Turner. Leading Seaman.
Served 1956-66 in Ton minesweepers
Chawton, Chilcompton, Highburton and
Brereton. Kingston upon Thames branch.
December 20. Aged 70.

D Vann. Associate member Wigston and
district branch. January 10.

Jack Horton. LEM. Joined 1947
Portsmouth division in Glasgow and Theseus
in the 1950s., Hanworth RMNA. January 1.
Aged 79,

Harry Haines. Served 1942-46 in DEMS
and trained Glendower. Founder member
Mexborough RMNA, chairman for 28 years,
January 17. Aged 86.

Harry Barnes. Ordinary Seaman. Joined
1941. Served in Grasshopper sunk in 1942
by Japanese dive-bombers and taken
prisoner-of-war until repatriation having
laboured on Burma-Siam railway. Member
of FEPOW and Chelmsford RNA. December
29. Aged 88.

Albert W ‘Bert’ Maddox. CPO. Served
1943-46 in Cyclops, Tth Submarine Flotilla
at Rothesay. Lichfield branch. January 31.
Aged 835,

Harry Anderson. LEM. Served 1948-56.
Served Royal Arthur, Bicester, Pembroke,
Woolwich, Constance, Collingwood,
Swiftsure, Jamaica, Korean War and
China Station. Watford RMNA, 8th Destroyer
Squadron and Swiftsure Association.
November 16. Aged 79.

Ronald Myers. Served 1940-46 in
Fraserburgh minesweeping between
Scotland and lceland transferring 1943 to
Bellona on Arctic convoy duties. Bourne
branch. Aged 87.

Ron Warbeton. singallerWireless
Telegraphist. Joined Devonport 1942 and
served mainly in escort carrier Khedive;
Woestern Approaches, Mediterranean, South
Africa, Indian Ocean, Far East and was in
Singapore for the formal surrender of the
Japanese forces. Lichfield RNA and also
Lichfield RBL. Aged &7.

HMS ILLUSTRIOUS ASSOCIATION

Lt Cdr Michael Hugh Evans Gregson.
Served on board 1943-45 as a lieutenant in
Engineering. October 9.

William Smith Hewitt, FAA. Served
on board with the Fleet Air Arm 1943-44,
Movember 2.

Ronald Preston. Served in the engine
room on board 1951-53., December 9.

Jack Griffiths RM. Served on board
1943-46. November.

George Lindfield RM. Served on board
1944-45. Movember 2.

Jim Sellars RM. Served on board 1943-
45, September 27 in Canada.

Frank Ellinson. Associate member.
December 20.

SUBMARINERS ASSOCIATION

Bernard Franklin ‘Buster’ Brown. PO
EMI. Joined as a Boy Seaman 1943 and
served for 12 years in Furious, Orion, Nepal
and submarines Affray and Astute. Associate
member of Gatwick branch., November 30,
Aged B4,

J ‘Jack' Blampied. L/Sea HSD.
Submarine service 1942-50 in Splendid,
Tudor, Stygian, Scotsman and Alaric. New
Zealand branch. Ag ed 88,

W E ‘Bill' Bntton. L/Sto. Submarine
service 1941-46 in Otway, H28, Sibyl,
L1105 and Umbra. Gatwick and Portsmouth
branches. Aged 87.

J ‘John' Stewart. AB SD. Submarine
service 1943-46 in Proteus and Scotsman.
Merseyside branch. Aged B7.

D L ‘Tomo' Thompson. CPO Cox'n.
Submarine service 1953-67 in Seadevil,
Artemis, Andrew, Ambush, Aeneas, Token,
Rorgqual, Sentinel and Alliance. MNorfolk
branch. Aged 91.

14TH CARRIER AIR GROUP ASSOCIATION

Lt Cdr Tom G Davies. FAA Pilot. Served
with 812 Naval Air Squadron (Black flight)
14th Carrier Group and 814 Naval Air
Squadron 7th Night Air Group. CO of Scottish
Air Division and ships Glory, Vengeance and
Eagle also RNAS Abbotsinch, Culdrose, Hal-
Far, Machrihanish and RAF Valley. January
13. Aged 85,

Roy '‘Rollo’ Rollings. L/A Pilot's Mate.
Served with 812 Naval Air Squadron, Glory
(Korea) Royal Arthur, Kestrel, Fulmar, Dipper,
Eagle and Theseus. January 14. Aged 82.

ALGERINES ASSOCIATION

Alan Sankey. AB. Served in Lioness.
January 25. Aged 78.

Robert Cooke. AB. Served in Aries.
January 25. Aged B85,

S/Lt Peter Collins. Served in Lioness and
Laertes. January 26. Aged 90,

Leonard Manning. AB. Served in Thisbe,
February 3. Aged 84.

P

MARCH 2010
B48 NAS Malaya, 1952-56: Reunion in
Bromsgrove on March 27. All members are
urged to attend and invitation extended to
old ‘Rotorheads’ of 2 MU, Gosport (1950-51)
Dragonfly era. Contact Les Smith on 01584
711910 or Ray Gilder on 02476 445913,

APRIL 2010

The Fourth Destroyer Association: HMS
Agincourt, Aisne, Alamein, Barrosa, Corunna,
Jutland, Matapan and Dunkirk are holding
their annual reunion from April 16 to 19 at
Hadleigh Gables Hotel, Great Yarmouth. All
ex-ships companies welcome. Contact Terry
Parker at mvdj.corunna@mypostoffice.
co.uk or tel: 01303 249242

HMS Dunkirk Association: Reunion at
the Park Hotel, Liverpool on April 17. Contact
Jackie Carroll at jande.carroll@talktalk.net
or tel: 01692 678721 or George Selvester
at george.selvester@btinternet.com or tel:
01381 600315.

HMS Peacock Association (U/F96 and
P239): Reunion, AGM and dinner at the
RNA Club, Royal Leamington Spa on April
17 at 1200. All enquiries to Dave Pearson,
12 Ashridge Rise, Berkhamstead, Herts,
HP4 3JT or tel: 01442 862274,

HMS Ramillies Association hold their
20th annual reunion at the Stretton Hotel,
North Promenade, Blackpool, FY1 1RU from
April 19 to 24. Further details from acting
secretary, Mick French at stives@hake.
eclipse.co.uk or tel: 01209 820844,

RN & RBRM ex-Boxers Association:
Reunion at Eton from April 30 to May 2.
Those interested and for further information
contact Alan Dolman at alan dolman@
yahoo.co.uk or tel; 023 9248 3388 or PO
PTI Kevin Green at kkg112victories@yahoo.
co.uk or tel; 023 9272 3777.

MAY 2010

Omani Reunion: Did you serve in the
Sultan of Omans Forces? The 21st reunion
of miltary and civilian personnel who served
for the Sultan’'s forces is taking place in Hull,
East Yorkshire on May 1. For more details
contact Jim Dyson at jimandjan@jimandjan.
karoo.co.uk or tel: 01482 846599,

Battlecruiser HMS Hood, Southeast
London Memorial Group: Annual memaorial
service and parade on May 30. Assembly
point is Bromley Road Retail Park {next to
Catford bus garage) and will march off at
1300, turning right into Bromley Road and
then right into Allerford Road to the Allerford
ex-Serviceman's Club, where it will dismiss
and proceed into the Memorial Gardens for
a short service. Refreshments are available
at the Club afterwards. More information
from Duncan Heaney at duncandandan90@
yahoo.co.uk or tel: 020 8291 0813.

HMS Impregnable/Drake Association:
Reunion will be held in Plymouth from May
7 1o 9. New members are always welcome
from both ships, any year. Further information
can be obtained from the secretary aft

hawkins/s@blueyonderco.uk or tel: 0121
532 6141
HMS Cleopatra Old  Shipmates

Association: Our 25th AGM and reunion is
being held in Skegness from May 7 to 10.
If you are interested in joining then contact
the secretary Warwick Franklin at warwick_
franklin@hotmail.com or tel: 01752 366611,
HMS Hood Association: AGM at 1600,
35th anniversary reunion dinner at 1900 on
May 22 at the Royal Maritime Club, Queen
Street, Portsmouth. Memorial service at St
George's Church, Portsea at 1145 on May
23. Service of commemoration at St John
Baptist Church, Boldre, near Lymington at
1100 on May 16. Further details from vice-
chairman Keith Evans on 01428 642122.

JUNE 2010

HMS Blackcap, BNAS Stretton: The
Greater Manchester Branch of the FAA invite
any shipmates or civilian staff who were here
between 1942 and 1958 to the 22nd annual
service of commemeoration at St Cross
Church, Appleton Thorn at 1200 on June
6. Standards are very welcome. For more
details contact Bernie Cohen at b.cohen2@
ntlworld.com or tel: 0161 946 1209,

HMS Ganges, 14 Recruitment, 1958:
A reunion for the boys who joined Ganges
on June 10, 1958 and lived in Grenville 23
Mess, will take place at the Union Jack Club,
London on June 9 and 10. Anyone who lived

Contact sheet

in that mess at the tima is very welcome to
attend. We are also looking for our Instructor,
POGI George Hare, who must be in his B0s
now! If anyone knows of his whereabouts
or you want to come along to the reunion
contact Bill Rosewell at billrosewell@
btinternet.com or tel: 01884 841901,

Gibraltar ‘78 Reunion: A reunion for
all who were based in Gibraltar between
January 1977 to December 1979. Royal
Navy/Wrens (all branches welcome) will be
held in Scarborough on June 19. Contact
Jeff ‘Taff’ Thomas at thomastwicethomas@
hotmail.com, visit the website at http://
www.gibraltarcomcen.com or tel: 07837
386244,

JULY 2010

41 Cdo RM (Deal) 1977-81: A dinner and
dance for all those who served in the unit
between 1977 and 1981 will be held at the
St Margaret's Holiday Resort, Deal, on July
3, at a cost of £28 per head. Limited space,
cheques or requests for more information
should be accompanied by an SAE and sent
to Graham Dear, 19 James Hall Gardens,
Walmer, Deal, Kent, CT14 75Z or email:
grahamdear@aol.com or tel: 01304 363523.
Cheques should be made payable to: 41
Cdo RM (Deal) Reunion Fund.

AUGUST 2010

National Ex-Services Association: This
year the Mational Ex-Services Association
will be holding their final memorial service
to all those who died during their captivity
or have died since. Today there are possibly
around 300 survivors and we invite them
and all members of the FEPOW families to
attend. The ecumenical memorial service will
be at Christ the King RC church, 78 Queen's
Drive, Childwall, Liverpool, L15 6YQ on
August 15. For further information contact
Arthur Lane at arthurlane@ntiworld.com, tel:
0161 480 0114 or visit the website at http://
www.nesa.org.uk

HMS Saracen, S-class submarine 1942-
43: A Cameo (come and meet each other) of
Saracen surviving crew, crew families and
friends of Saracen is planned for August 14
(the G7th anniversary of her sinking) at the
Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport.
Contact Dannie Micholas at nicholdan@aol.
com or tel: 01508 493655.

SEPTEMBER 2010

HMS Jamaica Association: Reunion at
the GGrand Atlantic Hotel, Weston Super Mare
from September 17 to 20. Also looking for all
RM and RM who served in her. At present our
members cover all commissions from 1942
to 1957, Details from the honorary secretary,
Malcolm Wilkinson at boxcar@btinternet.
com or tel: 01843 582283,

HMS Arethusa Association: 22nd reunion
September 24 to 27 at the Ambassador Hotel,
Scarborough, North Yorkshire. All Arethusa
friends and families welcome. Contact Tom
Sawyer at roland.sawyer@btinternet.com
or write to honorary secretary and founder,
HMS Arethusa Association, 68 Sycamore
Close, Slingsby, York, YO62 4BG or tel:
01653 628171.

OCTOBER 2010

Castle Class Corvette/Frigate
Association: Annual reunion October 1 to
4 in Torquay. Did you or a relative serve on
one of these 39 WW2 escort ships? All ex
shipmates and friends are welcome aboard
this event. To join the association and/or
obtain further details please contact the
sacretary Mike Biffen on 0121 429 3895
or write to 81 Beakes Road, Smethwick,
B&67 SRS.

The Regulating Branch & Royal Navy
Police Association hold their annual reunion
from October 1 to 2. For further information
please contact W Dick, social secretary at
MAAWGD®@sky.com or tel: 023 9234 5228,

Artificer Apprentice, October 1946
Entry: Classmates from Exmouth (Fisgard)
and Duncan (Caledonia) will be holding
their next reunion at Warners, Holme Lacey
(just south of Hereford) from October 4 to 8.
Details from Ivor Norsworthy, 22 Thormhill
Road, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 SNE or
tel: 01752 863330.

HMS Bruce Association: AGM/Reunion
from October 17 to 20 at the Ambassador
Hotel, Scarborough. Further information can
be obtained from the secretary Mr D T Heath
on 0121 532 4058.

#

Ministry of Defence: 0870 607 4455,
www.mod.uk

Royal Navy recruitment: 0845 607 5555,
www.royalnavy.mod.uk

Veterans Agency: 0800 169 2277, www.
veterans-uk.info

RM and RM Service records: 01283
227912, navysearchpgrc@tnt.co.uk

Royal Naval Association: 023 9272 3823,
www.royal-naval-association.co.uk

Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity:
023 9254 BOTE, www.rnrmc.org.uk

RNBT: 023 9269 0112 (general), 023 9266
0296 (grants), www.rnbt.org.uk

British Legion: 08457 725725, www.
britishlegion.org.uk

Maval Families Federation: 023 9265
4374, www.nff.org.uk

NOTICEBOARD ENTRIES

Seafarers UK: 020 7932 0000, www.
seafarers-uk.org

SSAFA Forces Help: 0845 1300 975,
www.ssafa.org.uk

RN Community: www.rncom.mod.uk

Medals enquiries: 0800 085 3600

Royal Naval Museum: 023 9272 7582,
www.royalnavalmuseum.org

Fleet Air Arm Museum: 01935 840565,
www.fleetairarm.com

Royal Marines Museumn: 023 9281 9385,
www.royalmmarinesmuseum.co.uk

BN Submarine Museum: 023 9252 9217,
www.rnsubmus.co.uk

National Maritime Museum: 020 8312
6565, www.nmm.ac.uk

Imperial War Museum: 020 7416 5320,
WWW.IWM.Org.ukK

B Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and addressed to —

The Editor, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. PO1 3HH or email: edit@navyn

ews.

co.uk. If you are sending your notice in via email, please include your full address and

telephone number.

B Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a particular edition

cannot be guaranteed.

B Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before the month of

the event.

B There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of requests.

B Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. ltems pertaining to commercial
work, books and publications for profit can only appear as paid-for advertising.

M The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted notices.

M Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any subsequent notice
will have to be paid for at advertising rates.

Entries for the Deaths’ column and Swap Drafts in April’s Noticeboard must be

received by March 12

Ask Jack

Ww2 Light Coastal Forces: | wonder
if you can help with some research I'm
undertaking for the Aldeburgh mussum?
The town was awarded an admiralty shield
for raising sufficient money to pay for a motor
launch (HMML 118) in 1941, and this shield
is now in our museum. I've found out quite
a lot about the vessel herself from the Royal
Maval Museum in Portsmouth, who have
been most helpful with technical details,
(she was a Fairmile B, motor launch) and |
understand that she was attached to the 2nd
Motor Launch Flotilla at Portsmouth, but |
would like to try to find out where she was
deployed and what kind of operations she
carried out. Also, if at all possible, names
of the men who crewed her. Do any readers
either have such information or be able to
give me some ideas about other sources to
consult? I'd be most grateful if anyone could
help. Contact Margaret Ballard at margaret.
ballardl@btinternet.com or tel: 01728
453776.

Blackwood Type 14: In 1959-80, | was
in the Duncan on fishery protection, At that
time there was a poem going round called
The Ballad of the %—pe 14. Does anyone
have a copy of this? Contact K Blute, 19
Shurlock Avenue, Swanley, Kent, BRS 75U
and email a copy to edit@navynews.co.uk
for our records.

RN Concert Party, Chatham 1943
Joining the BN as a teenager in 1943, | must
be the only person in history to receive an
Admiral’s uniform on his second day in
the service. Having been interviewed by
several people on my first day, including
the entertainments officer, it was discoverad
that | had done some acting and singing
around Manchester where | lived. The officer
explained that the rating due to play the
admiral had been suddenly drafted and the
play was due to go on the next day, would |
be prepared to tackle it. | would, | did and it
was a roaring success and played at all the
establishments in the Medway area over the
next few weeks. Following the tour, a group
photo was taken of the cast in costume, on
the barracks square in Collingwood Block.
Owver time | have lost a lot of photographs
and would like to get ancther copy of it and
maybe catch up with other members of the
cast. The play was called Alf's Button Affoat.
If you can help contact John Garland, Two
Jays, 23a Rudyard Road, Biddulph Moor,
Staffs, ST8 7JD.

Rowner Estate: Tez Chappell was living
in Rowner from 1972 and was on a course at
HMS Sultan along with LMEM John Griffin.
Tez and his wife were at John and June's
wedding in 1972 at Gosport Registry Office.
They had a daughter Stephanie, born in
1973, If yvou are or know of their whereabouts
could you contact E Chappell, 20 Fairview
Close, Romsey, Hants, S051 VLS.

HMS Glowworm: Tom Lightburn, ex
SBCPO is researching a novel about HMS
Glowworm in Waorld War 2. Anyone, relatives
or survivors with any information, please
contact Tom at actionscribetom@fsmail.
net or tel: 0151 630 3289, Donations to the
local RNVR will be made when the book is
published.

Worner, John ‘Jack’: | am looking for
anyone who has memories of my brother
who crossed the bar some time ago. On
leaving the MNavy he retired to Scotland, so

Talking Navy News
gggs digital

Navy News is available free of charge
as a digital file on memory stick or
email from Portsmouth Area Talking
News for those with difficulty readin

normal type. Contact 023 9 085

and leave a message with a contact
number, or email patn-rec@hotmail.

com. A speaker that will take a USB
plug is required but this can be
obtained from the Tal News, or
the file can be played through a

computer.

our meetings were infrequent. He joined the
service in 1855 and ships served in include
Exmouth, Ulysses, Burnaston, Cochrane,
Fife and Meptune. If anyone can provide
mare information or even photographs could
they contact G Worner, 1 Cross Farm Road,
Draycott, Cheddar. BS 27 35E or tel 01934
T43156.

Peter Jackson: Seeking to get in touch
with some of my old friends with whom |
sarved. My last few ships were HMS Antrim,
Bulwark and Intrepid, | also spent time on
Hermes and Brave Swordsman. My rank on
leaving the navy was POMEM(M). Contact
Peter Jackson by email at thepirate69 2@
hotmail.com or write to 321/1 Soi
Serisunthon, Nittayo Road, Udonthani,
Thailand 41000.

HMS Ganges: My uncle, Leonard
Manning passed away on February 3 2010,
aged 84 vyears, after a short iliness., He
was a Boy at HMS Ganges and served on
minesweepers during World War 2. His tour
of duties took him to the Far East and UK,
Harwich and Lowestoft ‘Sparrows Nest'.
His discharge from the Mavy shows he was
a sub-lieutenant RNVR. In his latter years
he was associated with the Sea Cadets in
Colchester, the Ganges Association, Malaya
& Borneo Association and the RNA, He had
many friends in all the organisations but alas
| have not been able to find many of them.
If you think you know him or anyone that
might have, please contact Hoger Durrant
at rogerdurrant@yahoo.co.uk or tel; 01206
543686.

ML916: | am trying to trace Lt G G
Macpherson RNVR who was skipper of
ML216 when it hit a mine returning from
Antwerp on November 8, 1944, My brother
AB Walter Mackintosh was killed. | have a
letter from Lt Macpherson dated April 1945
from Haslar, saying that my brother was
being moved to another hospital. If any
information is forthcoming could you contact
Douglas Mackintosh at dougmackintosh@
live.com or tel: 0113 293 9903.

The Amphibious Bombardment
Association: Have you ever served in the
NGS world? Are you a member of the
Amphibious Bombardment Association,
and if not why not? The ABA is about 390
strong and includes cument and former
members of the Naval Gunfire Support
world, Army, Navy and Royal Marines,
Regular and TA (NGLOs as well as others)
and compnses all ranks and rates. We
produce two publications per year, and
have periodic reunions mainky at Poola - the
next one is on June 26 — but also an annual
lunch in London for former members of the
World War 2 COBUs. All of which enable
us to keep in contact and keep up to date
with current events. It costs nothing, so
why not get on line and contact either Phil
West at philip.west3@btinternet.com or
BSM 148 Battery WO2 Richard Bociek at
SCDOX-29CD0O-148BTYBSM@mod.uk  or
tel: 01202 202243.

HMS Hawkins 1939-42 Commission:
Keith Evans, who was secratary to Capt HP
K Oram would like to hear from any member
of the ship's company. Contact Cdr Evans at
Whitegate, Chillcrofts Road, Kingsley Green,
Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 3LS or tel: 01428
642122,

HMS Glory, Far East British Pacific
Fleet 1945-46: If anyone remembers John
Constable, Fred Coyte or Jack Day of 837
and 1831 squadrons please contact John
Constable at john1926&btinternet.com or
tel: 01245 441115.

BRITANNIA SHIPPING
FOR BURIAL AT SEA

Specialist
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Speak to John Lister
01395 568028

www.burialatsea.co.uk
email@burialatsea.co.uk

HMS ACHATES 1942

1942 H12 survivors, we would like to hear your stories.

HMS ORLANDO SHORE STATION

Do you have any information on this GREENOCK WW2 Shore Station?
We are making a documentary, if you can help please contact:
Joanna Davies, Air Moving Image, Po Box 40027, London N6 SWF

Tel:07958 961054 Email: postsoup@yahoo.com

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR ‘BLUEYS’?

Have you and your wife collected the Forces Free Air Letters,
‘blueys’, you sent each other over the years? Would you like

them to have a current impact?

At the University of Cambridge we're researching how couples
experienced military life. For this, we're collecting sets of
‘blueys’ in exchange for a modest remuneration. The originals
can be returned. Your anonymity is guaranteed and all

information fully confidential.

If you are interested, please email Achim Edelmann at
socmil@hermes.cam.ac.uk and we will gladly explain the
research and answer any questions.
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to the current edition
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Capt Keith Blount to HMS Ocean as CO
from April 12.

Capt Toby Williamson to assume
Command of BNAS Culdrose from June 22,

Cdr Kevin Robertson to HMS King Alfred
as CO from May 4.

Lt Cdr Angus Essenhigh to MCM1 Crew
1 as CO on June 1.

Cdre Timothy Lowe to HMS Collingwoaod
as Commodore Maritime Warfare School on
June 30.

Col Gerard Salzano to Commando
Training Centre Royal Marines as
Commandant from May 4 and to be
promoted to Brigadier.

Cdr David Wilkinson to HMS Cornwall as
CO from April 30.

Lt Cdr Philip Dennis to MCM2 Crew 7 as
GO from April 26.

Maj Peter Kemp to RMR Scotland as CO
from July 27,

Lt Christopher L'Amie to TS .Jack
Petchey as CO from February B,

Sports lottery

——

January 16: £5,000 - Lt Cdr K D Hutton;
£1,500 - ABLogs S S Vadiga; £500 - OM2
O J Barker.

January 23: £5,000 - PO M B B Andrews;
£1,500 - Cdr M R Honnoraty; £500 - CPO
M T Hammond.

January 30: £5,000 - CPO P G Grey;
£1,500 - Lt Cdr M C Lacey; £500 - WO2
MEA J White.

February 5: £5,000 - MA | N Roberts;
£1,500 - Mne B J Hollingworth; £500 -

ALRO P J Woodward Knight.

Competition

——-—

Winner of the Corgi competition of a
model Sea King is: lain Abbot of Great
Wakering, Essex,

A subject
of study

A RESEARCHER at Cambridge
University is looking into the
experiences of leaving the Mob
for civvy street.

Achim Edelmann is a
researcher at the Department of
Sociology at the University of
Cambridge.

His research interests include
the sociology of military life,
social relationships, and social
networks.

His recent research projects
have focused on how military
tamilies experience the transition
from military to civilian life.

[f you are interested please
email: socmil@hermes.cam.
ac.uk

ﬁ—-—- NOTICEBOARD

Trophy lives

TROPHY P8995
is a silver quart-
size tankard upon
the body of which
is engraved the
ship’s badge of

HMS Eskimo.
It was originally
presented to

the Tribal-class
destroyer of that
name by Lady Best,
who launched the
ship on September
3 1937.

On March 11941,
500 Royal Marines,
50 Royal Engineers
and a number of
Norwegian troops
sailed from Scapa
Flow in the former
cross-Channel
steamers Prinses
Beatrix and Queen
EmmaonOperation
Claymore.

The troop ships
were escorted by
the destroyers
Eskimo, Bedouin,
Legion, Somali, and Tartar,
the submarine Sunfish and
the cruisers Edinburgh and

Nigeria.
Their mission was to
destroy the Norwegian

oil factories in the Lofoten
Islands, the products of
which were of considerable
use to the occupying German
forces.

Sunfish preceded the
surface ships to Norwegian
waters, where she acted as
a navigational beacon and
the first landing, at 0500 on
March 4, took the occupying
German forces by complete
surprise.

By 1300 that day all
objectives of Operation
Claymore had been achieved
- the oil factories and a
fish factory ship had been
destroyed, the British troops
had re-embarked together
with 200 German prisoners -
and the force returned safely
to Scapa Flow two days
later.

Largely by chance a set of
rotors for the German Enigma
cryptographic machine were
captured from the trawler

Krebs; two months later their
use led to the capture of
the German weather ship
Muanchen which, in turn, led
to the Enigma keys for June
1941 being captured and
thereby allowed the British
to read more German radio
traffic.

Operation Claymore
demonstrated clearly
that a small force of well-
trained troops, supported
by sea power, could keep
large numbers of the enemy
committed to guarding many
places against the threat of
attack.

The difficulty in protecting
a multitude of sites prompted
a Royal Marines officer to
send a telegram from the
Lofotens to A Hitler, Berlin.

The telegram read: “You
said in your last speech that
German troops would meet
British wherever they landed.

“Where are German
troops?

“Signed, Nicholson 2nd Lt,
Royal Marines.”

There is no evidence that
A Hitler ever replied to this
message.

THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES

We flick back through the pages of Navy News to see which stories
were drawing attention in past decades...

March 1970

THE NAVY was celebrating
the news that the Prince of
Wales was to join its ranks.

Buckingham Palace had
announced in February that
Prince Charles would enter
Dartmouth the following
September, in 1971, under
the graduate entry scheme.

The first three or four
months would be spent on
attachment to the RAF on an
advanced flying course.

And after that it was
intended that he would
spend three to five years in
the Navy, with further service
if he wished, in the Royal
Family's time-honoured
tradition.

The statement from
Buckingham Palace
continued: “It is hoped that
during his service with the
Royal Navy Prince Charles
may, from time to time,
undertake royal duties.”

HMS INVINCIBLE made
her first entry into her base
port of Portsmouth on March
19, having left Vickers in
Barrow to a warm send-off
from the local people who
had watched her being
built.

She was the largest warship
built for the Mavy for 25 years
and her birth had been far
from easy.

Originally ordered as a
“through-deck cruiser” in
1973 at a time when the
future of aircraft carriers was
seriously under threat, she
became a carrier almost by
stealth.

She was launched on
May 3 1977, 230 years to
the day after the capture of
I'lInvincible from the French
off Finisterre.

The French ship became
the Royal Navy's first HMS
Invincible, RO5 became the
sixth.

® /n March 1970 we reported that Prince Charles would join the
Navy at Dartmouth the following year

THE FRONT page of Navy News was almost entirely taken up
with the recent decision to send Wrens to sea. It was, the paper
said: “probably the most emotive decision since abolition of the

Tot 20 years ago.”

The letters page was full of correspondence, for and against.
A “Navy wife" from Gosport wrote that “putting Wrens on board
is like putting a match to a gasoline station.”

The paper reported protest marches in Portsmouth and
Plymouth, with people carrying banners which read “Higher
Divorce Rate” and “Broken Marriages.”

And an anonymous letter from “Leading Hand” in Hong Kong
made the cheeky suggestion that escape hatches would need
to be enlarged, as the existing hatches were not big enough to
accommodate the average Wren.

B8-~ RESETTLEMENT

If you’ve served in the Armed Forces,
you can qualify to become a
British Military Fitness instructor!

British Military Fitness is the UK's leading outdoor fitness provider, running fitness
classes in over 80 parks in 44 different cities across the UK.

Our City & Guilds NVQ programme is specifically tailored to ensure that candidates
are qualified to the high standards needed to be a British Military Fitness instructor.

.L.e'u'el 1 Course

7th - 9th May 2010 (Manchester)
bth - Bth August 2010 (Perth)
1st - 3rd October 2010 (Cardiff)

' Level 2 Course (Part 1)
26th - 28th March 2010 (Birmingham) ||

| 25th - 26th September 2010 (Perth)

| Level 2 Course (Part 2)

| 15th - 17th January 2010 (Cardiff)

| 11th - 13th June 2010 (Cardiff)

24th - 25th April 2010 (Cardiff)

Citvéﬂ* The cost of each course is £499, including a £100 deposit.
Guilds Easy-payment schemes may be possible — contact us for further details,

Tel: 020 7751 9742 Email: nigel@britmilfit.com
Units 7 B & C Imperial Studios, 3/11 Imperial Road, London SW6 2AG

Get fit outside...feel good inside...

www.britmilfit.com
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PASS IT ON!

WE NEED YOUR EXPERIENCE IN RECRUITING

The Captain of Naval Recruiting is currently seeking
RN and RM WOs, Senior Rates and SNCOs to work
as Careers Advisers in Armed Forces Careers Offices

For more informatio
on current vacanc
Pstn: 01929 403172 m

around the UK.

Enlist on full-time Reserve Service Limited
Commitment employment in a specific location.

Initial three year contract with possible two

year extension.

FTRS rates of pay apply (reviewed annually

and pensionable).

CA3 from £27,101 rising to CA1 up to £39,840 with

effect from 1 April 09.

d advice
pase call
874 3172
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THE Royal New Zealand Navy
is responsible for the maritime
defence of New Zealand and its
interests.

Its vision is “to be the best
small-nation Navy in the world”,
reflecting the unique nature of
New Zealand’s business upon the
QCeans.

The Navy is based at Devonport,
Auckland, where the shore
establishment HMNZS Philomel
is responsible for administration,
bupply and training support to the
sea-going ships.

The Navy's routine operations
stretch across the South Pacific
and South East Asian regions,
but 1ts roles n international
peacekeeping and regional security
also mean that ships and naval

personnel have served further
afield.

The Navy of today is an
innovative and dynamic
organisation that makes a

significant contribution, both 1n
New Zealand and overseas.

This maritime capability is
delivered through its ships and its
people and the right people are
the most important element of
this capability.

Everyvone has the opportunity to
contribute to making the NZ Navy
a world-class organisation and the
culture encourages people to use
their skills to *make a difference’.

TheNavyisexpandingtobecome
a more responsive and versatile
organisation. To help achieve this
It 1s increasing its recruiting pool
to include candidates with current
or previous service in the Royal
Navy in UK,

There are wvacancies across a
variety of branches, especially
the Marine Engineering,
Hydrographic, Communications,
and Diving.

If you are interested in joining
the RNZN then go to the website
— www.navy.mil.nz/join-us/uk or
give them a bell on +649 445
5071.

*Taxable allowance

New NZ From ship '
to ship

COULD you use the skills you have acquired in the Royal Navy in a
challenging second career with the Royval Fleet Auxiliary (RFA)?
We are currently recruiting for the following specialisations:

M Systems Engineer Officers

As a Systems Engineer Officer it’ll be your job to keep everything
running qmﬂ-:-ﬂ]ly everywhere from the bridge to the engine room,
looking after navigation, communications and propulsion systems.

You could be working in any part of the ship repairing faults and
maintaining equipment to the hlghﬂbl standard and keeping quupme.,nt
such as sonar, guns and rocket launchers operational. With a minimum
of a Higher National Certificate in Electrical & Electronic Engineering
or Electronic & Communications Engineering, in addition to relevant
Roval Navy experience, you could become one of our Systems Engineer

officers.

Royal Navy ratings with relevant experience will need to pass the
Admiralty Interview Board (AIB) and attend short courses at Britannia
Roval Naval College (BRNC) and HMS Sultan.

B Medical Technicians

As a Medical Technician in the RFA vou will be responsible for

the provision of

all aspects of emergency, primary and occupational

healthcare on board RFA ships at sea across the world.

You will be used to working alone and unsupervised. You would
ideally be an ex-RN Medical branch senior rate and should hold in-date
Advanced Life Support, Defibrillation, pre-Hospital Care and First Aid

Instructor qualifications.

For further informanon call 08456 04 05 20 or visit rfa.mod.uk

Get your places quick

With Government funding for
l:rmmng ::nmlng under Pressure at
present and an increasing number
of people needing help to get new
skills for new jobs, the Pitman
Training Centres in Winchester,
Eastleigh and Brighton, operating
the Government-funded scheme
Skills Accounts told Nauvy News
that they only have limited places
remaining on this funded project.

The project offers the chance
for people to gain a full Level 3
qualification and, at Pitman train-
ing centres, the Text Processing
Diploma at Level 3 is on offer
right now to those over 18 seeking
secretarial skills,

Commenting on this Skills
Accounts opportunity, Martin
Ladd who is leading the project
told Navy News: “We only have
funds for about 20 learners in the
south-east region remaining for
this vear and those living or work-
ing in that area and interested in
the challenge need to contact us
without delay.

*Starting in March, learners can
expect to achieve their diplomas
by the summer or early autumn
depending on their availability for
training.

*“This is a qualification in great
demand by emplovers and reflects
PA Level skills once achieved.”

ROYAL FLEET AUXILIARY:

“The Royal Fleet Auxiliary covers the
world and delivers a real difference,

Fit folk

'ant to help people get in the
br:st shape of their lives? Join
British Military Fitness and make
it happen...

British Military Fitness,
otherwise known as BMEF, not
only gets people in shape but also
wakes up their minds, gets them
out in the fresh air and into a
setting where they will inevitably
meet new people.

The success of BMF is down
to the professionalism of its
armed forces instructors.

Every BMF class 15 run by
serving or former members of the
Armed Forces with recognised
fitness qualifications.

Our instructors then undergo
further training in order to run
the sessions and make them
challenging, safe and enjovable.

*Many ex-Forces personnel
have found the actual transition
between military and civilian life
very difficult to get their head
round,” said BMF’s Nigel Ilsley,
“Evervday things which civilians
have been dealing with since they
left home.

“What BMF does is allow
the ex-Forces person to have a
military connection but still have
a civilian career,

*Many civvies do not
understand the military sense
of humour, this is one way in
which you can still keep hold of
vour military links but not all the
time!”

[f you think you can motivate
BMF members through the one-
hour class providing them with
paired exercises, circuits, running
and team games then BMF has
found the perfect solution for
you.

BMF is no ‘boot camp’ either.
It fosters an atmosphere of
encouragement so that people
within the group achieve the best.

BMPF classes offer a refreshing
change from exercising alone or
in an indoor gym environment.

For more information, visit
www.britmilfit.com or call 0207
751 9742,

and you know what? In this job |
think | can too.”

«

Join the Royal Fleet Auxiliary

RESETTLEMENT ﬁ—w

pitman®

ACCOUNTS (fraining

With Government funding support
Enrolling now for OCR

Text Processing Diploma (L3)
(Secretarial & IT Skills)

Offer applies SE England only.
Limited Availability - Apply NOW

Winchester Learning Centre (01962) 842266
Eastleigh Learning Centre (02380) 013253
PITMAN Centre (Brighton) (01273) 220229

LEAVING THE FULL-TIME

THEN JOIN THE ROYAL NAVY RESE
AND GET MORE FROMMLIFE

The Royal Navy Res@rves can offer a'whole range
of opportunities fromtravel to gaining new
qualifications - all while getting paid!

To find out more contact:

T: 08456 07 55 55
OR VISIT ROYALNAVY.MOD.UK/RNR

&
f

J"I A \ I' u L]
The RFA keeps the Royal Navy in everything from
ammunition to breakfast cereal, 365 days a year.
You could be part of our worldwide, professional
team. A civilian service, made up of some 2000
ratings and officers trained to Merchant Navy
standards, an RFA career will open your eyes to
the world.

£3,072 RFA ALLOWANCE PER YEAR*
COMPETITIVE SALARY

EXCELLENT HOLIDAY ENTITLEMENT
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL

ROYAL
FLEET

AUXILIARY

visit rfa.mod.uk
or call 08456 04 05 20
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Worcestershire Medal Service

01527 835375

Full Size and Miniature Medals supplied
and mounted for wear or display.

From the Boer War to current operations
we keep one of the most comprehensive
stocks of Medals and Ribbon in the UK

Contact us for prices, help and advice or
a free brochure.

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, B61 8LL

www.worcmedals.com wms@worcmedals.com

WALL SHIELDS OF
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in
£45.55 including UK postage and packing
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 3 or more
4 SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100
LS '-.'.:* CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
5 3 frminimum 36)
specialist experience over 85 years
C.H.MUNDAY LTD
Oxford House, 8 5t Johns Road,
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 TSE
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 T56627
emaill: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk www.chmunday.co.uk

We can replace them now

YWorld War |, World War Il to CGurrent Issue Medals

A fTull range

Full Size and Miniature
Service Details Engraved
Professional Mounting Service
We can clean and mount your medals
Ready for parade or display

of Commemorative Moedals

Maritime Service Medal, General Service Cross
Medal for National Service, Voluntary Service Medal
Active Service Medal, Queens Golden Jubilee Medal

y staflf 1

/\\H\J[_ 01548 830717

LC\{.:*LLMﬁ

b

UCE04 &
XS to 3XL et

SRR

it e
Re £
Black ' ‘ J

Ht-'l.'l'.--’

FULL ZIP FLEECE &%
£21 + £2.50 p&p @

embroidered with any
ship's crest, past or ..='~.

present. To order, call

01983 291744
Quantity discounts fc:-r
crew orders. Full _
product range online. =%

Tia & WAE LA

www.navyieisurewear.com

TURNER VIRR

UNIFORM

SPECIALIST

First for Price, Quality and Service

:i
®r

Specialists in the manufacturing, Fitting
& Tailoring of Royal Navy & Royal Marine
b Ceremonial and Mess Uniforms

Gold Lacing Service and Medal Mounting

We staCk Miniature Medals, Waistcoats, Dress Shirts, Bow Ties and Braces

Tel: Fareham 01329 238881 or Raleigh 01752 815586 Email: ;wrr}',nun:l-:l1+:}'{::'-"mrm:rr|rr.cn.uk
WWW.LUrnervirr.co.uk

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES &
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS

(Select any ship or FA.A. Squadron etc.)
CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND
BELTS, BUTTONS, AND TIES (RN or FA.A.)

Should there be any nem you require which 15 not shown, please contact us, and we will endeavour o
help, as we are unable (o st all the products in our portfolio. Whether you are buying for yoursell, or
a loved one, we will be happy 1o give you prices and quantity discounts upon application.

Military Matters

7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7DP
Tel: 01457 877010 Fax: 01457 877010 e-mail:military.matters@btopenworld.com

LOST MEDALS

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME
FULL-SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE
RAYMOND D HOLDICH
INTERNATIONAL
P.O. BOX 2123, HOCKLEY,
SS5 9AG
TEL. 01702 200101
E. Mail: rdhmedals@aol.com

Website: www.rdhmedals.com

Getting engaged or married?

Choose from a wide range of rings online
at up to 50% less than nigh street prices

f the <ale of anv rina i

y 21N

1 ' LW

gdonated

to Help for Heroes !i

[, wWww.samarajames.com £1ma

info@samarajames.com

SAMARA JAMES

0800 612 2721

7 1 " ETR F 9 %
Iy i idvicCEe O rec brocl

GOING ON LEAVE?

DISCOUNT
CAR & VAN

RENTAL

europcar.co.uk
03?1 384 1087

41717760

More choice, low prices.

Europcar

i AR (ETE g S PEET I:'J- e Luah |-.- 'ﬁa- 1
Al b0 Endiil, il 180 s VAT b aldundirs Fust ity T
y e S :l'| saf I‘.:ll-r\-'r wlarvdaigd I ]
gy J"'Ci" ] I: i Wit eurspeai pa.ull Ta ull Lea i

WANTED BY
COLLECTOR

All military
- wristwatches,
working
or not.

Highest cash
prices paid

01903 873682/
O7976 846750

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, Medals,
Cap Badges, Militaria. £2.00 for list.
Cairncross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle
Vue 5L, Filey, N. Yorks YO14 9HU.
Tel: 01723 513287 Email: george.

cairnxson @ hotmail.co.uk
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46. Seeks
friendship.

Female WWSOH. Seeks male RN/
RMI/RFA or ex, for friendship/
relationship. Ages does not matter.
Box Mar 4

Attractive female,
tall RNIRM for
Box Mar 1

Ex-Sea Soldier needs a loving

female friend. Box Mar 2 I'm bubbly, funny, honest. Looking

for penpals for friendship, maybe
Gaynor, young 50, SOH, genuine, —more. Box Mar 5
honest, with character. Seeks

forces male or ex, similar age.
Box Mar 3

Divorced, (48) - with two sons.
Seeks friendship/penpal. Royal
Navy. Box Mar 6

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

HOWTO ADVERTISE: How 1o advertize: Semply write your massage (£ 10 for up 1o 10 words. Each axtra word
£1 to & maniemwm ol 15 wardsh. Send your chague or PO payable to "Navy Newt' 1o Penlfriends”, Navy News, HMS Nelsoa,
Portemaith PO1 3HH. Replies to your box swmber will be lorwarded on

HOWTD REPLY: Any person who writes 19 an advertiser must use a stamped envelope bearing the adveriners box
murnber chasdly in Uhe bottom bell hand cornar. The better should then ba enclosed i & second snvalaps and sddrested a8
above, 'We cannotl guaranies that unstamped letters will be redsreciad

NOTICE: Al sdvestiserments submitted for entry into 1ha Novy News Penlisond Colemn aia subiject (9 copy approval.
Navy News reseres the nght o make aay smendments whech i considers necessary of fo edi copy which ks n excess of
the number of words paid for, Pleass note: We can 1ake no responsibility Tor the nature or source of the replies received, A
replsns ase forwanded 1o you uvnopened. We tharolore advise that you enter into correspandence with cauton. Do not give out
yous addrezs/telaphons mumbied wnid you leel comfortable with your new frend, || you srange to mead, miorm @ frsemsd of
wour whersabouls and sbways mest o o public place. Trust your ingtncts and do not mewt agan il you have any doubts. You
miist ba ever 18 years old 1o advertiae in this cokumn

MISCELLANEOUS &
GOLDWIRE BADGE GO

ROYAL NAVY GOLD WIRE BADGES.......c. e R B TIE s,

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS .. s EMB) BLACKCUP-ONTES. £8.00

LEATHER STAMDARD CARRIERS .. ... ... £3500 AMNBUTTONS _LARGESMALL e £1.20

GOLD CORDS BFT FOR STD .. ST £2800 STANDARD POLE BRASS FINIALS, ANA, RM._..£28.00

STANDARD CARRYING CASE .. e E3500 RNA BRANCH SHOULDER TITLES (PAIR) ... —£10.00

WHITE COTTON GLOVES ... £700  PINGAT JASA LAPEL PN ... £3.00

WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WITH LOGO......eeeoeeo. 8800 MEDAL HOLDERS £4.00

NAVY [ BLACK BERETS 6" -8, EB00 EMBROIDERED GARMENTS

AN & ANA BERET BADGES ..., e ——— £7.00 WHITE PILOT SHIRTS RNAL RM.. e £17.50

AN, & MavAL DIVISION TIES ... £1600 SWEATSHIATS RMNA, RM., NAY, GREY, ... £18.50

SEND FOR FREE LISTS
UK Orders under £30.00 - £3.00 p&p. | " D2lehead Drive, Shaw fancs. OL2 &JT
£4,00 for orders up to £50.00, TE":fjﬁgmfbg 940040
£6.00 for orders above this. ' h

| E-mail:- sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

%»—-" ~ ACCOMMODATION

9 -12 Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth. PL1 4PQ
T: 01752 562723 F: 01752 550725 E: reservations@royalfleethotel.co.uk

W: www.royalfleethotel.co.uk
Medway is an ideal location

w Jor your ships reunion

KING CHARLES vith one of our specially

HOTEL tailored RNA packages.

Prices start at £94.00 for 2 nights or £129.00 for 3 nights
(Price includes bed, breakfast and dinner each night,
with a gala dinner on Saturday night.)

100 Bedrooms + 250 Seat Banquet Hall * Free Parking
Chatham Dockyard * Royal Engineers Museum
Ideal for Day Trips to France, London or Leeds Castle

Telephone Debbie on 01634 830303 for further details
or bookings, or view our web site at:
www.kingcharleshotel.co.uk

Brompton Road, Gillingham, Kent. ME7 5QT

THE STOKE CLUB

: u-L(?f IS mzimtam ,qmz |

"4
.F" o
b , 1-_
A | 30

e

SPECIAL DEAL FOR ALL nnm FORCES
LARGEST SPORT SCREEN
FRI, SAT, SUN ENTERTAINMENT
LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND

Why not let us arrange your function?
Rent the whole club! Cheap Club Drinks!
12-76 Devonport Road - 01752 562959

DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM

119 High St, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HW

Cornish Country B&B 4% Near
fishing village of Looe, Plymouth
14 miles Torpoint/Raleigh 8 mules.

- Parking lcensed bar  evening
Pub, Restaurant, Quality B&B : e
’ +QUAKy 00, dining, a warm and friendly and

Competitive Rates

welcome, peace, relaxaton and
HOLIDAY BREAKS excellent cuisine. We have ground
WEEK-ENDS * REUNIONS floor accessible room, family suite

as well as a combination of double,
twin & single en suite rooms.
www.downende.com

01503240213

Minutes from Dockyard, Station, Gunwharf
Tel: 0239282 7067 Fax: 023 9282 7095

www.dukeofbuckingham.com

Transylvania! Walking and sightseeing tours in the stunning Carpathians.,

Voted TripAdvisor number | guesthouse Transylvania 2009. Direct flights

available, non Eurozone. Quality accommodation and outstanding value.
WWW.SECRETTRANSYLVANIA.CO.UK
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® Stepping out: Amanda Wilkins,
of TS Defiance (right) with the
Mayor of Brighton and Hove,
Clir Ann Norman

Running
total for
Newhaven

THE public relations officer for
the Newhaven and Seaford unit
does not just tell everyone about
the unit’s fund-raising activities —
she 15 raising cash herself.

Amanda Wilkins (65) is training
with the Mayor of Brighton and
Hove, Cllr Ann Norman, for
the city’s first full marathon, on
Sunday April 18,

It will be Amanda’s seventh
marathon, and she is raising funds
for her unit.

Amanda said: “Last vyear 1
completed my fourth London
Marathon and my first overseas in
Dublin, so I'm delighted there is
now one virtually on my doorstep.

“I hope to raise a lot of money
for the unit I am so proud to be
attached to.”

It vou would hke to sponsor
Amanda wvou can email her at
a.wilkinsb60@btinternet.
com or send donations to her
¢/o TS Defiance, Newhaven and
Seaford Sea Cadets, Sea Cadet
Hall, Chapel Street, Newhaven
BN9 9QD, marking the envelope
Brighton Marathon.

Help is needed

BARNSLEY unit is in desperate
need of a new galley and the
refurbishment of the heads.

Cadets have been holding
sponsored events and there are
more in the offing.

But they are also keen to seek
“in kind” donations — not cash, but
the offer of skills and tume which
would save money on the cost of
the projects, which is estimated to
be around £ 10,000,

Sponsorship would also be
gratefully received by the cadets
and staff of TS Diomede.

For further information about
the projects, orto offer help, contact
staff at co@barnsleyseacadets.
co.uk

Farewell from (and to) Trafalgar
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® The Queen talks to the Sea Cadet contingent at a special reception at Buckingham Palace

|

Picture: Cpl Steve Wood RLC

150th celebhration

A GROUP of voung
ambassadors visited the Queen
to mark the start of celebrations
for the 150th anniversary of
the cadet movement.

Cadetl50 will see 150 events
take place around the UK this
yvear which will reflect the spirit
of fun, excitement, adventure and
community service which 1s at the
heart of the cadet movement.

The year of anniversary events
honours the role the Cadet Forces
play in assisting voung people
towards responsible adulthood
through learning new skills and
developing self-confidence, and
celebrates the contribution they
make to their local communities.

As patron of Cadetl50, the
Queen started the celebrations
along with the Duke of Edinburgh
when she greeted 26 cadets from
across the country at a special
reception at Buckingham Palace.

Among them were six Sea and
Marine Cadets, representing the
six Corps areas.

The group also met Minister
for Young Citizens and Youth
Engagement, Dawn Butler, and
Under Secretary of State for
Defence Kevan Jones, at Downing
Street, and senior Service
personnel at the MOD.

In the evening the cadets
enjoved a reception at Lancaster

@ The party from TS Trafalgar gather on the jetty at Devonport

officially launc

@ In Downing Street are (from left): Lt Cdr (SCC) Michelle Welsh (Eastern); POC Danielle Ervine
(Blackburn); POC Paul Huggett (Hastings); POC Stefan Le Roux (Cambridge); POC Douglas Stinton
(Wootton Bassett); POC Ben Chandler (Walton-on-the-Naze); POC Kathryn Murdoch (Greenock)

House hosted by the Ulysses Trust
and the Council of the Reserve
Forces and Cadets Association.

The Ulysses Trust supports
challenging expeditions by cadets
and reservists, and adventurer Sir
Ranulph Fiennes attended the
event in support of the Cadet150
expedition to Lesotho.

Cadetl150 events throughout
2010 will include a royal review of
the Cadet Forces at Buckingham
Palace in July; expeditions
to locations as diverse as the
Himalayas, Nigeria, the Italian

A PARTY of nine cadets and four
adults from TS Trafalgar attended
the decommissioning ceremony of
their namesake submarine.

The 13, led by CPO (S5CC)
Mark Walker and including two
members of the Merton unit
management committee, travelled
to Devonport for the occasion -
and the youngsters were afforded
a special status.

The final Commanding Officer
of the T-boat, Cdr Charles
Shepherd, invited the uniformed
members of the visiting group to
parade as an integral part of his
ship’s company, a source of great
pride to the cadets.

Furthermore, a tour of the
veteran submarine was laid on for
the visitors.

Some unit members present
had attended the commissioning
of the submarine 27 years ago, and
although there will be a reunion in
the Mitcham HQ, a memorable day
was tinged with great sadness as it
brought to an end a close, highly-
valued and productive affiliation.

Dolomites, Peru, the USA and
Kenya; a special residential camp
tor cadets participating in the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award;
and the planting of 150,000 trees
in partnership with the Woodland
Trust,

Sea Cadets will take the lead
at a weekend event at a shopping
centre in the Glasgow area next
month and the Trafalgar Day
anniversary in the autumn.

With origins dating back to
1860, the cadet movement is one
of the oldest and most successful

voluntary youth organisations in
the world, and today numbers
131,000 young people, led by
25,000 adult volunteers, in well
over 3,000 sites across the UK.

The Cadet Forces welcome
yvoung people and adults from all
backgrounds and abilities.

No cadets or adult volunteers
will ever be called upon for duty
with the Armed Forces, and whilst
some cadets do follow a career
in the Armed Forces, the Cadet
Forces are not used as a recruiting
opportunity.
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® OC Ella Edwards and the CO of TS Defiance, S/Lt
Steve Townsend, at the Brazen memorial

e o, officers and cadets from TS Defiance attend a

Brazen remembered

ON SEA Cadet
Newhaven and Seaford unit attended a special
service in St Michael’s Church, Newhaven.

The Sea Cadet service was combined with a
memorial service for the men of HMS Brazen,
which sank in a storm off Newhaven 210 vears

ago.

storm.

found.

Edwards.

service and lay a
year the wreath was laid by Ordinary Cadet Ella

Root and
branch
effort
pays off

ALBANS unit cadets
demﬂnﬁrratfd they were not fish
out of water when they worked the
land to take part in an attempt to
break a record.

The cadets’ target was to help
plant 20,000 trees in one hour at
the Heartwood forest in the city.

Working with cadets from
Welwyn Garden City, they
formed a team for the record
attempt at the Sandridge site.

And the combined might of the
Corps helped smash the existing
record of 18,000 trees by topping
the 20,300 mark — pipping another
record attempt in Kent by just 14
trees.

PO (SCC) Steve Heard, St
Albans’ First Lieutenant, said:
“This was a fantastic effort with
cadets planting an average of 2.5
trees a minute for a solid hour’s
hard work.

“They all
congratulated
record-breakers.”

PO (SCC) Ted Hill, the unit’s
Training Officer, said: “We didn’t
do much training for this one
but all of the cadets worked
well, demonstrating exceptional
reamwork,

“They have also left a lasting
landmark which will be visible for
generations.”

Vocational
award for
Barry

SEA Cadet leader Cdr Barry
Glanville, currently serving at Fort
Blockhouse, Gosport, has won
recognition for his community-
based learning achievements at a
national CVQO (Cadet Vocational
Qualification Organisation)
graduation ceremony.

Admiral the Lord West of
Spithead presented the award in
front of Barry’s colleagues, family
and friends at Britannia Royal
Naval College, Dartmouth.

The officer was awarded the
City and Guilds Membership in
Strategic Youth Management,
comparable to a Master’s
degree and achieved through his
experiences as an instructor with
the Sea Cadet Corps.

Cdr Glanwville started his
Sea Cadetr career in 1985, after
university, as an adult leader.

He now has responsibility for the
seven National Sea Cadet Training
Centres throughout the UK.

“Providing good quality
training to our adult leaders is
absolutely critical so as to offer
the best possible examples of good
leadership to our yvoung cadets,”

said Barry.

deserve to be
and they are

Sunday members of the

Brazen was originally a French ship which was
captured by the Royal Navy.

James Hanson was appointed captain and he
sailed the vessel to the Isle of Wight, where they
captured another French ship.

In January 1800 the ship was sailing off
Newhaven when it was caught in a ferocious

The ship was dashed against the rocks and
sank on January 26 with all lives lost bar one.

Capt Hanson’s pregnant wife offered a reward
for the recovery of his body but it was never

The bodies that were recovered were buried in
St Michael’s Churchyard and a memeorial stands
there in memory of Capt Hanson and his crew.

Every year on the Sunday nearest the tragedy

wreath by the memorial. This
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SEA CADETS

—_

pay visit to
GCambridge
URNU hoat

HORNCHURCH and Upminster
cadets paid a visit to a Royal Navy
patrol boat, reviving a county link
in the process.

The vyoungsters from TS
Hurricane were invited on board
HMS Raider while it was alongside
HMS President, the Royal Navy
establishment at St Katherine’s
Dock in central London.

The World War 2 R-class
destrover HMS Raider was
adopted by Romford, a couple of
miles north-west of Hornchurch.

While on board the current
Raider, the Cambridge University
RN Unit boat, cadets were shown
the engine room.

They were also challenged to
see how fast they could put on
a survival suit, and asked to plot
their position on the Thames using
the ship’s charts on the bridge.

They rounded the evening off
with a photograph with the boat’s
CO, Lt Adam Riddett

Hornchurch had its own ship
during the war, but her history
did not have the same happy
ending as that of Raider.

The R-class warship survived
the conflict and was transferred to
the Indian Navy in 1949,

HMS Hurricane, a Havant-
class ship, was built and launched
as war broke out, and she was
bombed and sunk in Liverpool
during an air raid in May 1941.

She was raised and returned
to service in January 1942 but
just hours before Christmas the
following vear she was struck by
a German torpedo off the Azores
and crippled; three of her crew died
and the ship sank hours later.

By that time the link with
Hornchurch had been cemented,
and one surviving illustration is in
the name of the Hornchurch and
Upminster unit.

Nottingham
represented

TWO representatives of Type 42
destrover HMS Nottingham, Lt
Cdr David Temple and CPO Tony
Murphy, attended the Dining Out
of Lt Cdr (SCC) Michelle Welsh
RNR, the Commanding Officer of
Nottingham unit.

The event was held at the Park
Yacht Club Nottingham.

The principal guest was Sea
Cadet Area Officer Cdr Clive
Smith — it was also a final farewell
to Cdr Smith and a fitting tribute
was presented to him.

The occasion was also marked
by a presentation of a cheque from
HMS Nottingham towards the
redevelopment of TS Orion.

Throughout her working life
the destroyver, which was formally
decommissioned at Portsmouth
Naval Base last month, has
maintained a strong affiliation
with Orion.

Affiliation with
RNA celebrated

THE affihation of Falmouth RNA
to Falmouth and Penryn unit
was cemented at a presentation
evening at TS Robert Hichens.

Following an introduction by
unit president Cdre Peter Fish
and Colours, RNA chairman Mike
Stevens inspected the Guard and
Colour Party before presenting
the awards and bursaries.

S/M Mike said some of the
Cadets present would go on to
careers in the EN or EM; they
represent the future.

The presence of members of 849
NAS from RNAS Culdrose, also
affiliated to the unit, represented
the present, and the affiliation
with the RNA completes the link
between past, present and future,

The highlight of the evening was
the presentation of a new RNA
Cup to Cadet of the Year Tristram
Paull. The RNA are also providing
a bursary, for one cadet to sail with
TS Royalist for a week.

TWO cadets from the Westerham unit braved
sub-zero temperatures to pay their respects to
the men who lost their life when HMS Gallant
struck a mine during World War 2.

LLCs Alex Dean-Roberts and Mikey
Groombridge were unperturbed by the snow
and 1ce as they laid a wreath at the national
World War 2 destroyer monument in Chatham
Historic Dockyard as close as possible to the
date and time of the ship’s loss.

Both cadets were determined to lay the
wreath, saying it was the least they could do in

Lotiges help Worthing
start to rebuild fleet

WORTHING cadets were
among the beneficiaries of
a distribution of donations
throughout Sussex.

The “Sussex for Sussex”
initiative by the Masonic Lodges
of the county resulted in the
£90,000 handout to wvarious
charitable causes, presented during
a ceremony at the Charmandean
Centre in Worthing.

Because of advances in
technology, the sailing dinghies
owned by TS WVanguard were
becoming outdated.

A bid was made, through Ross
Everett, Worshipful Brother of
the Sompting Lodge, for funds
to purchase a Laser Pico, the new
standard of dinghy for the Corps.

The application was approved,
and the boat, complete with a full
suit of sails, a launching trolley
and road trailer, was presented to
the unit by the Regional Grand
Master, Ken Thomas.

Fepresenting the unit were
CPO (SCC) Rob Picknell, AC
Smallpiece, MC O’Neill, Junior
Cdt 1st Class Picknell and unit
chairman David Shipley.

Brother Craig MacKay, the
charity co-ordinator for the
Sompting Lodge was also in
attendance, saying that the cadets
were a credit to the Corps, and to
the youth of the county.

W

CADETS from across the

competition.

The event, which
included armed and
unarmed marching

drill, as well as
piping, attracted
strong competition
from all over the
region.

Malvern were
runners-up in
the unarmed drill
section, with QOC

Aaron Cale awarded
the title of Best
Dressed Cadet and
AC Alleisha Fletcher
adjudged runner-
up in the Best
Parade Commander
section.

Staff at TS Duke
of York hailed 1t
as a creditable
performance as
many of the team
were making their
competition debut,

Parry

Cadets from Malvern excelled in the piping
competition, where the centuries-old skills of using
the whistle known as a boatswain’s or bosun’s call

are assessed.

The traditions of using a bosun’s call comes from
1ssuing orders on board ship when a voice could often

be drowned by the sound of the sea and wind.

Malvern cadets swept the board in both sections
of the competition, with AC Oli Turner winning the
Individual piping section and his brother LC Ben

Turner close behind him as runner-up.

They, together with AC Nathan Parry, went on to
win the Team Piping competition with the highest

Severn district,
including Malvern unit, donned their best uniforms
and competed in their annual drill and piping

® From left, AC Oli Turner, LC Ben Turner and AC Nathan

the light of the sacrifice made by the men on
board the G-class destroyer.

The unt itself 1s named TS Gallant in honour
of the fact that survivor Cyril Edwards lives
locally and is a keen supporter of the unit.

(Gallant had joined a flotilla of warships
assembled to escort a convoy i1n the
Mediterranean when she hit the mine south-
east of Pantellaria on 10 Januarv 1941.

The blast blew off her bow, killing 65 and
injuring 15 of her complement of around 150.

Survivors were mostly picked up by HMS
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Drill event ‘shows
cadets at their bes?t’

marks awarded for many years.

competition shows the cadets at their best.

“They train hard
for this competition
shows
results
outstanding

and 1t

the

this year.

standard.
“Sea

vears ago.

adulrt

i theme’

District winners will

g0 on to compete in

the South West area competition, which will be held
later in the yvear at HMS Raleigh in Cornwall.

Severn Districthas anumber of annual competitions

in which cadets aged from 10 to 18 compete in

numerous sports and activities, including football,

sailing, canoeing, seamanship, cooking,
expedition and power boating.

different locatnions within the district.
Attendance at Trafalgar Day

public.

bl

District Officer Lt Cdr Mike Pritchard said: “This

“The piping was
of a particularly high

have been around
tor over 200 wvyears
and we still uphold
traditions used many

“We are, however,
a modern, forward-
thinking organisation
helping voung people
towards responsible

by providing
adventurous training

Compettions are held throughout the vear at

and
remembrance parades on their own territory allows
cadets to use their marching and drill skills in

Griffin, while the stern section was taken in
tow by HMS Mohawk and dehivered to the
dockyard in Malta for repairs.

That was scheduled to take the best part of
18 months, but she was seriously damaged by
a bombing raid in April 1942 and beached at
Pinto Wharf.

(zallant was declared a total loss and whatever
equipment she had on board was salvaged.

In 1943 the hulk of this ship was used as
a blockship in St Pauls Bay, but was finally
broken up a decade later.
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® Worthing cadets and members of the Sussex Masonic Lodges with TS Vanguard’s new dinghy

Hornchurch Westerham pay tribute to HMS Gallant Neville

(almost)
retires

NEVILLE Hallifax - now in
his 85th year — has announced
his retirement from his long

association as president and life
president, as well as trustee of the
unit and the county council lease
for TS Osborne.

WNeville’s voluntary service has
spanned almost 40 years with the
Corps as committee member and
vice chairman of TS Lion, the
Slough unit, and president of TS
Windsor Castle, the Windsor and
Eton unit.

Since moving to the Isle of
Wight 18 years ago he has served
the Cowes unit as president and
acting chairman, when needed.

He also assisted as a committee
member of the Sea Cadet
Association at HQ in London.
Having seen service with the
Royal Navy during World War 2
— he is a veteran of the D Day
landings on HMS Southdown and
later on HMS Superb on the
Maediterranean station as well as
assistant to the naval officer in
charge of the port of Naples — his
experience has been invaluable in
the youth organisation.

Neville has offered to use his
experience,should this be required,
at any time in the future,

School link

WELLINGBOROUGH School
CCF hosted nine cadets and
instructors from TS Laforey and
Rushden Diamond Division to
a day’s target shooting on their
25-metre indoor range.

All those involved enjoyed firing
the Mk 8 .22 rifle at a variety of
static and moving targets, with all
cadets achieving very creditable
scores, including several bull's
eves.

The school’s CCF contingent
was established in 1901, and its
current senior officer, Maj (CCF)
Steve Garfirth, said: It was a
pleasure to see such enthusiasm
from the Sea Cadets and I look
forward to hosting many more
similar days.”

Members of TS§ Laforey,
the Northampton and
Wellingborough unit, are also
hoping to forge closer links with
their colleagues from the CCF.

are
again

Cadets

improved cadet
h ood

Severn

We need you:
get inspired at
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various

warity reprstared @ Enpland & Wales 3130013 and i Scotland SC037T80R
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® Pictured above are VIP guests from the Stretford unit’s annual
awards ceremony, along with some of the winning cadets. At the back,
from left, are Wendy Higgins, the Mayoress of Trafford; Lt Cdr Jim
Garner, the Manchester District Officer for the Corps, David Higgins,
the Mayor of Trafford; Cdt Nathan Stevenson, who won the award
for best attendance; Bev Hughes, MP for Stretford and Urmston; Cdt
Katie Graham, award for most potential; Cdt Sheridan Murray, award
for Cadet of the Year; PPO Mike Jackson, Commanding Officer of TS
Vengeance; and Lt Col John Davies, North West Area Officer for the
Corps. Kneeling are Cdt Louise Birchall (left), who won the award for
the best-dressed cadet, and Cdt Daniel Stevenson, award for most

Support your Sea Cadets

Volunteer, donate or
even leave a legacy.

www.sea-cadets.org or
call us on 020 7654 7000.
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Swansea
link is
now In
33rd year

ONE of the longest-standing links
between a Sea Cadet unit and the
national training centre in Cornwall
has just notched up its 33rd year.

Boat work on the river, fire
fighting and a wvisit to Type 23
frigate HMS Somerset were
among the highlights of the annual
visit by cadets of Swansea unit to
the National Sea Cadet Training
Centre at HMS Raleigh.

A group of 16 cadets from
TS Ajax, aged between 12 and
17, spent a week at Torpoint
undertaking a range of activities
designed to give them an
introduction to the Royal Navy,
increase their self-confidence and
build their teamwork skills.

Commanding Officer Lt Cdr
(SCC) Bill Davies RINR first
brought a group from Ajax in 1976,
when they stayed in wooden huts.

Accommeodation blocks today
are much improved, and amongst
the wide range of activities is
the much-loved assault course,
where the unit recorded a very
satisfactory time of 5m 36s.

[t Cdr Lee Sanderson, the
Officer-in-Charge of the NSCTC,
said: “Around 6,000 cadets from
units all over the country wisit
us here at Raleigh each year to
undertake one of the 15 bespoke
courses we offer.

“TS Ajax still remains one of
our longest-standing visitors, and
the fact they keep coming back is
extremely encouraging.

“The cadets wvisiting Raleigh
this year were a credit to their
unit and their strong performance
earned them runner-up spot
in the Vigilant Cup, an annual
competition awarded to the best
visiting Sea Cadet Corps unit.”

Over the past 33 years more
than 200 cadets from Ajax have
gone on to opt for a career in the
Armed Forces, with an average of
three per vear choosing either the
Royal Navy or Royal Marines.

Warfare Specialist Alistair Green
(18) joined the Royal Navy last
October and was also training at
Raleigh, while Cdt Katie Hickman
joined the following month.

Ceremonial bell

CAITLYN Lee has been baptised
using the bell of T'S Nubian.

The Naval tradition was
followed for the christening of the

baby daughter of PO (SCC) Carol
Lee at All Saints Church, Clayton-
le-Moors, with the ceremony
performed by Rev (SCC) John
Tranter RNR, Accrington and
District unit chaplain.

Unit CO S/Lt Thomas Pask
RNR stood in as godfather when a
family member became unwell.

THIRTY members of a
unique Army cadet contingent
have spent a day with the Fleet

Air Arm at Yeovilton.
The cadets of Lufton Platoon

Salamanca Company, Somerset
Cadet Battalion (The Rifles) ACF,

accompanied by eight members of

staff, spent time at HMS Heron
and the Fleet Air Arm Museum to
experience life at a busy, front-line
naval air station.

The Lufton Platoon ACF,
commissioned a year ago, 1s the
only disabled cadet unit in the
':ﬂ-l.l]'ltl'}’.

Based at Lufton College, Yeovil,
the cadets all have moderate to
severe learning disabilities, and
the unit i1s designed to enhance
the college curriculum which
encourages and supports the
students to be independent
through a wide rage of work-
focused experiences.

Accompanied by Salamanca
Company’s Commanding Officer,
Maj Paul Bunce ACF, the cadets
were given a behind-the-scenes
tour of many areas of the base,
including 848 Naval Air Squadron
and the fire station.

The visit was a highlight in the
term’s activities, and had been
eagerly anticipated by the cadets.

Speaking during the visit, Maj
Bunce said: “Personnel from the
air station have visited the college
to tell the students about their
lives and experiences in the Fleet
Air Arm.

“The students were very keen
to come and see it for themselves,
and I am delighted that we have
been able to do this today”

Whilst touring the fire station
the cadets also enjoyed a wvisit by
two falcons and their handlers
from the bird control unit.

This unit 15 vital in keeping
birds away from the runway,
thereby protecting the aircraft
from potential *bird strikes’.

After lunch the cadets wvisited
the museum where they toured
the Centenary of Naval Aviation
exhibition and were shown a
variety of uniforms that have been
used by naval aviators throughout
the decades — and some of the
uniforms were there to be tried for
size by the visitors,

Stu Rainsbury, a former CPO
in the Royal Navy and now
an ‘explainer’ at the museum,
said: “We have schools wvisit the
museum all of the time, and
our new Education Suite is
particularly effective, allowing
us to pass on so much more
information.

“The cadets were genuinely
interested in what they saw today
and their enthusiasm made the
visit very enjoyable for everyone.”

Lufton College i1s one of three
Mencap National Colleges in the
country, and skills for life are
encouraged through a curriculum
thatembeds literacy and numeracy,
preparing students for a successful
transition to adult life.

Army platoon hosted
by Naval air station

® Army cadets from Lufton Platoon explore a helicopter at RN air

station Yeovilton

Wamlerwall 'Ol' instructors g

® Members of the North West Area Walk the Wall

team line up for the camera

Heroes.

wounded.

CORPS instructors from the North West Area will
be walking coast to coast along the line of Hadrian’s
Wall to raise money for Service charity Help for

The 11-man team intends to complete the 84-mile
trek in four days, starting on April 30,

Organiser Sgt (SCC) Glenn MacLennan, of the
Altrincham and Sale unit, said: “We decided to
walk for Help for Heroes to raise money for our

*“This 1s a cause close to our hearts. We all have
ex-cadets serving in the forces, plus myself, [Capt]
Keith [Crowe] and [PO] John [Buckett] have sons
currently serving.

“My son Carl is currently in Afghanistan with his
regiment, 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. “This is
our way of showing we are thinking of them.

Donations can be made through www.justgiving.
com/NWSCCWALKTEAM

The remaining eight Walk the Wall team members
are C/Sgt Dave Carter, Sgts Andy Edgar, Phil
Proctor, Ryan Horsfield, Kevin Field and Chris

Cooke, TT Dave Dale and §/Lt Simon Trustwell.

Indian exchange visit

CADET from Northampton
and Wellingborough unit has been
speaking of his experiences on an
international exchange programme
to India.

Water sports fan LC Matt Rixon
was chosen to attend a sailing regatta
in Mumbai, and spent ten days
sizzling in the sunshine along with
cadets from Sweden, the United
States, Canada, the Netherlands
and local Indian cadets.

As well as soaking up cultural
and culinary differences ("it was
a lot of curried chicken for ten
days, which was really nice but
after while you really start to miss
red meat...”) there was a chance to
compare notes on water activities.

“I really emjoyed the shopping
and sightseeing parts of the trip;
one reason was that it was so cheap
and it was so bustling and busy it
made vou really feel alive,” said
Matt.

“Another part of the trip that

was fun was the competition side
of it, which only really took a
day, in which I won the sailing
and kayaking categories and was in
the winning teams for pulling and
canoeing, and the overall winning
[eams.

“Some evenings we had special
dinners; 1n one we wore traditional
Indian dress which we bought at
the market — 1t was great fun, and
they were very cooling and comfy.

“All in all, my trip was mind-
blowing and l’antasnc, and I am so
grateful I was selected to go and
represent the UK at the regatta.”

Another cadet, Jade Darlington,
spent five days at sea in the tall ship
TS Rovalist.

Although some sea time was
lost to the weather, there was
plenty of opportunity for Jade and
her colleagues to learn the ropes
(literally) and steer the ship along
the South Coast, visiting Falmouth,
Plymouth and Brixham.

® LC Matt Rixon with two of the five prizes he picked up while on

exchange in India

Picture: LA:Fh ot) Abbie Gadd
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@® Crossing the line, Llanelli-style

Crossing the line
in South Wales

A CROSSING the Line ceremony
with a difference has been staged
by the cadets of Llanelli.

The junior section of TS
Echo invited many people from
the town to attend their take on
the traditional Naval ceremony,
including the mayor, his deputies
and consort, the rural council
leaders and Carmarthenshire
council leaders.

This, however, was no ordinary
event.

Staff at Echo were planning a
surprise; Lt (SCC) Killick ENR
was to be presented with gifts
of appreciation for 19 years in
command.

Rather than marking the
crossing of the equator, the Echo
event marked the crossing of the

Grant will
upgrade
unit HQ

STOCKPORT unit has received a
grant from Seafarers UK towards
the cost of upgrading the fire
alarm and emergency lighting
system at their HQ at Pear Mill
industrial estate.

S/Lt (SCC) Anna Mullin RNR,
the Officer-in-Charge of TS
Hawkins, said: “We are delighted
to receive this money, which will
enable Stockport Sea Cadets to
offer a safe environment for cadets
to sleep-over at TS Hawkins® HQ,
and means that we can offer
weekends on board, not only to
cadets from Stockport, but also to
cadets from other units.”

The following cadets won
awards at the unit’s annual prize-
giving ceremony: Best Sea Cadet:
AC Rachel Hulme; Best Marine
Cadet: MC Michael Broomhead;
Highest Achiever: AC Cyrus
Fan; Best Junior Sea Cadet:
JSCI1 Jordan Hargreaves; Overall
trophy: MC Josh Hargreaves;
CO’s Trophy: Cdt Luke Yates;
Shipmate Award: AC Marie
Greenhalgh.

The Invincibles

BOTH of Sefton unit’s five-a-side
teams — junior girls and senior
boys — displayed Premiership-level
footie skills at the recent Liverpool
District five-a-side competition.

Both teams won every one of
their matches, and went on to win
their respective sections of the
competition.

TS Starling has always been
a very sporty unit, and are just
as proud of their most recent
achievement.

Their success put both teams
through to the North West Area
competition.

line of command - Lt Killick
stood down last year and PPO
(SCC) Jenkins has now taken
command.

It was perhaps something of a
natural progression — PPO Jenkins
15 Lt Killick’s daughter.

The event saw the two eating
raw onions, spicy kidney beans and
mixed sauces, being egged, mock
shaved and then having buckets of
water thrown over them.

The event was a great success
and the mavor and councillors all
presented gifts to Lt Killick.

They also promised their
continued support for Llanell.
Many of those present

commented on the unique event
and how honoured they were to
have been a part of it.
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"nitz hattles

HAVING provided us with
arguably the most balanced
account of the life and death of
Germany’s most famous warship,
Swedish authors Niklas Zetterling
and Michael Tamelander perhaps
predictably tackle the fate of her
sister.

The story of the Tirpitz lacks
the drama of her older sister
Bismarck — she sortied on a
handful of occasions, only fired
her guns in anger once and never
sank a single ship.

But that does not mean there
is not a great deal of incident
in Tirpitz: The Life and Death
of Germany's Last Super
Battleship (Casemate, £19.99
ISBN 978-935149-187).

Tirpitz was the largest
battleship built by a European
Navy. Only HMS Vanguard,
Britain’s last castle of steel, could
have cutgunned her — although
the ‘superiority’ was minuscule
(381mm main guns as opposed
to Tirpitz’s 380mm).

Vanguard didn’t arrive on
the scene until 1946. From the
moment she was commissioned
in 1941, there was nothing
to challenge head-to-head
SUpremacy.

Except that Hitler — who at
least once commented that he
was a coward when it came to the
sea — stifled almost every attempt
to send Tirpitz into battle,

And when she did sail, it was
all rather underwhelming. Twice
in the spring and summer she
sortied against convoys to Russia,
but retreated to harbour at the
sight of enemy aircraft.

The only other offensive
action was the pummelling of the
remote island Spitsbergen.

For the remainder of her
career, Tirpitz was the anvil, not
the hammer as (respectively)
submariners in X-craft, then
carrier-borne aircraft and finally
RAF heavy bombers tried to
eliminate the threat of this ‘fleet
in being’.

Using the Tirpitz’s records
(many of which amazingly
survive), the authors show
conclusively that by the time the
battleship capsized in November
1944, she had long since ceased
to pose a threat.

We commented in our review
of the duo’s previous work
that a book written in English
by two Swedes did result,
understandably, in some unusual
phrasing at time.

That’s certainly far less evident
in the Tirpitz book (although the
copy editors somehow managed
to lose the last 50 source notes
covering the battleship’s sinking
— infuriating to heavyweight
historians, if not to the lay
reader...).

Indeed, Tirpitz is a bloody
good read and a very good
overview of the war in the
northern theatre — the Arctic
Convoys and German attempts to
thwart them.

Like the Bismarck volume it’s
exceptionally balanced; there’s no
tubthumping which you might
find from a British author or
vae victis tone prevalent in much
German WW2 history.

The Brits — the X-craft crews
especially — are shown to be
exceptionally brave and skilful;
the maps show just how difficult
It was to get at Tirpitz with the
midget submarines.

And despite the damage
inflicted on his ship by the
K-craft, Tirpatz’s CO Kapitdn zur
See Hans Meyer comes across
as a man of honour. He ordered
the captured submariners be well
treated: “(ive them food and
allow them to sleep. They have
deserved it.”

IN 2007 Geoff Puddefoot
published an interesting
and wuseful book, No
Sea Too Rough, on the
vital role the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary played in the

Falklands Conflict.
Although 1t had its blemishes,
not least a lack of properly-
constructed paragraphs, it did fill
a gap and contained much original
material, writes Prof Eric Grove of
the University of Salford.
The author’s style, with
an emphasis on lengthy
guotations from participants,
worked adequately enough
in a description of a single

campaign,

Sadly, however this
methodology tails
when applied to a

wider canvas, as 1s
demonstrated by
this new book
which attempts a
history of the RFA
since 1945,

The RFA has played a
vital role throughout the post-
war period, indeed an increasingly
important one as the Royal Navy’s
global chain of bases has had to
be given up and afloat support
has become the foundation of the
fleet’s strategic mobility.

A young warship enthusiast
such as myself in the early 1960s
wondered why so much was
being spent on tankers as the
more combatant fleet reduced in
numbers.

Later it dawned that without
such logistical assets the carrier
and amphibious groups could not
have been the fundamental factor
they were in the East of Suez
strategy of the tume.

Even when the legions were
called home to European waters in
the 1970s afloat support remained
crucial and it was absolutely vital
to the Falklands campaign. It
remains a key element in the UK’s
strategic reach.

A full history of the post-war
RFA would therefore be a work
of great importance but sadly
Puddefoot’s new The Fourth
Force: The Untold Story of the
Royal Fleet Auxiliary (Seaforth,
ISBN 078-1-84832-046-8) does
not provide it.

The long sections of
reminiscences of RFA personnel,

BOOKS on the collective
subject of ship’s
figureheads -

both Naval and
merchant - are

relatively rare.

Books on the
more specific and
detailed subject
of British Naval
figurcheads are
rarer still.

Retred Rear
Admiral Dawvid
Pulvertaft has
been researching
British figureheads for more
than 15 years, during which time
he has been able to build up a
vast collection of related material,
writes figurchead historian Richard
Hunter.

For the past two vyears with
Southsea-based artist Kevin Dean
he has have been working on a
project to redress this situation and
as such should be congratulated
on The Warship Figureheads of
Portsmouth (The History Press,
£25 ISBN 978-0752-450766), an
invaluable and must-have addition
to the library of any true figurehead
enthusiast — or anyone interested
in the rich Naval heritage of the
United Kingdom.

Published 1n association with
the National Museum of the Royal
Navy in Portsmouth, the author

n% the

The Grove

Review

some of which appeared in his
previous work, are not set against
an informed analytical historical
narrative,

The bibliography contains no
work on post-war defence policy or
one which sets naval development
against the general policy context.
RFA development as described

by the author tends to take place
in something of a policy

vacuum,
There is no in-
% depth  discussion
of  the reasons

e developments  did

or did not go the way
they did.

What  background
there is too often consists
of general historical

material, for example on

the Suez Crisis, that does
not really have a place in a
book of this type. What policy
discussion that does appear is
usually superficial and not wvery
well informed.

There are some significant
errors. The important Kuwait
operation which did so much to
vindicate the Admiralty’s i1deas
on power projection took place in
1961 not 1960. Also it is hardly
correct to say that the fleet was
being deployed on an “increasingly
global scale during the 1970s”.

There are also gaps, notably
on the genesis of the ‘Fort’ class
AORs with their integral role in
the Type 23 programme. The
grand (if rather abortive) design
of operationally forward deployving
armed and operations room-
equipped helicopter-carrying
RFAs with the new frigates in the
front line had as much to do with
the ‘Navalisation’” of the RFA in
the 1980s as the perceived lessons
of the Falklands war that the
author stresses.

This is not to say that the book
is without interest. The numerous
quoted reminiscences from EFA
personnel shed interesting light on
the developing nature and duties of
the RFA and what life was like in
it. They needed a more informed
commentary than that provided,
however — and much better copy
editing by the publisher.

ads

guides us through this museum’s
important collection of surviving
figureheads and other related
maritime carvings.
The surviving figureheads are
published in chronological
order, from the
brooding head
by T only of HMS
Warrior - a
witness to both
Battles of

Bayiy s the Saints and
?il' "-LL:: Werray Copenhagen before
S being taken to pieces

in 1857; of its huge
figurehead only the
head and neck were
saved for posterity —
to the charming female
figurehead from HMS
Espiegle (piciured; evidently an
inspiration for Batgirl — Ed), a
sloop built in 1900; one of the
last traditional figureheads to be
carved and fitted for a vessel of the
Rovyal Navy, a fitting swansong for
a tradition of carvings on the bow
of British warships going back to
the early 16th Century.

The Warship Figureheads of
Portsmouth is more than a catalogue
of an important collection. The first
three chapters of this book follow
the development of the figurehead
in the Roval Navy from the fleet of
Henry VII and the Mary Rose to
its demise towards the end of the
19th Century.

It then moves on to the fasci-

A7 Past and present imperfect

® Fleet tanker RFA Wave Ruler sails away from HMS Cornwall after conducting a replenishment at sea

during anti-piracy patrols east of Suez in late 2009

The author has, like others,
gone from Conway to Seaforth for
this book. The latter’s copy editing
would, 1t would seem, sometimes
leave a great deal to be desired.

The author, we are told, was
apparently ‘trained as a teacher’.
Not of English it would seem, as
the tendency to avoid constructing
proper paragraphs seen in his last
book continues in the new work.

The first full page contains no
fewer than ten paragraphs! No
editor of mine (nor school English
teacher of the 1960s) would have
let me get away with that!

This 15 not just form, 1t hinders
the book’s ability to make strong
and coherent arguments.

Writing a book is like cooking.
It requires good ingredients but
even the best require preparation
and attention to the cooking
process itself if the result is to be
both digestible and satisfying.

It is such a paty that the Seaforth
people, whose recent output I
have justly praised, did not try to
persuade the author to produce a
rather different kind of work, more

and ta

nating subject of ship names and
the task of the figurehead carver,
before shifting to the history of
the Portsmouth collection with its
formation as the original dock-
yard museum during the first
quarter of the 20th Century.
Thirty-six of the museum’s
most important figure-
heads are described in
great detail, one page
provides information of
the vessel’s history from
launch to its ultumate
fate at the hands of /
the  ship-breakers, f
complemented by ’
a history of the -F*]
figurehead itself. ‘
Wherever  pos- N
sible the name
of the carver
or  carver’s
workshop is
listed and
In sever-
al cases,

e

within his capabilities.

The main strength of The Fourth
Force is the comprehensive and
very useful 37-page section of
ships’ data tables which cover the
entire RFA fleet since 1945,

It would have made sense to
fully illustrate these in a central
reference section complemented
by a section of edited reminiscences

and a more coherent policy
introduction.

This would have greatly
increased the book’s wvalue, as

would some more information
and citation of the anonymous
documentary sources claimed to
have been used in the very short
bibliography.

Having just been marking
undergraduate  dissertations 1
could see in the book many of the
characteristics of such works, an
apparent inability to use sources
to construct an argument rather
than just quote them as well
as a tendency to make errors
and produce shallow analysis
because of limited knowledge and
background research.

through his painstak-
’ ing research in both
% local and nauonal

o .. archives, the admi-

P 4 ral has been able

[ &

" to find the original
) carver's designs
© and sketches - 1it’s

interesting to see

a number of sig-

nificant  varia-

tions from the
carver’s original
ideas to the fin-
ished carving.
On the books’
opposite page can
be found Kevin
Deans’ evocative
watercolour paintings,
produced over many
hours in the museum’s
main gallery,showing the
diversity in both subject
and style of carving, from
the delicate and feminine

Royal Adelaide (a yacht

of 1833 and one of the

smallest figureheads in the
collection), to the vast bust
figurehead of HMS Asia

built in Bombay in 1824,

This book is a celebration
of the surviving figureheads
at Portsmouth which
represents one of the four
major collections in the United
Kingdom (the others being the
MNational Mariiime Museum,

Chatham  Historic  Dockyard

Picture: PO(Phot) Owen King, FRPU East

This is sad in a book from a
maritime  historical publisher
with a growing and generally well
earned reputation.

I should probably have bought
the book for the reference section
alone, but less commuitted readers
need to consider whether 1t 1s
worth £25.

Yet it does, however imperfectly,
fulfil a timely purpose. It contains
strong evidence that the RFA
ought to remain as it is — as a
closely-associated part of the
Naval Service and not be hived off
In privatisation.

Such would go aganst the
positive effects of the evolution
traceable in the author’s account
of the RFA since the 1980s.

We are told on the dust jacket
that the author 1is preparing
another book to cover the RFA
before 1945,

It 15 to be hoped that he takes
a bit more time to broaden his
reading and to reflect on his sources
to produce something rather better
than this seriously-flawed volume.
The subject deserves it.

les

collection in Kent, and the
Devonport Dockyard collection).

The Warship Figureheads of
Portsmouth 15 a fascinating look
at a wonderful and interesting
part of our rich naval heritage, it
would be encouraging to hear that
other publications are in hand on
the subject of the other important
collections. This book 15 a great
leap in the right direction, and will
I hope encourage others to study
and understand the importance of
these wonderful carvings, not only
as works of art, but as surviving
icons of an age of power and
confidence.
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