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Inside the new assault ship

aiden
HMS Lancaster is seen at Grytviken, South Georgia, visited
midway through her Atlantic Patrol Tasking (South) deploy-
ment which has taken her to Sierra Leone, Ghana, St Helena
and Port Stanley in the Falkland Islands. The Type 23 frigate
arrives back in the UK in December after further scheduled
stops at Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro and Fortaleza.

A PLEA to Naval personnel to wear uniform
in public whenever possible has been made
by the Second Sea Lord - though the cur-
rent security climate should always be
borne in mind.

In a personal message to all members of the Naval
Service, Vice Admiral James Burnell-Nugent stressed that
the terrorist threat was kept under constant review and an
assessment signal issued monthly.

Based on these and the of risk and benefit in the light
advice of their commanding
officers, personnel would be
well-placed to draw their own
conclusions.

Responsibility rested with
COs to determine the balance

of local circumstances and they
retained the right to imple-
ment restrictions in response
to specific threat intelligence.

• Turn to back page

• DRUMMING UP SUPPORT:
2SL gets in rhythm with
Southampton's ethnic com-
munities (see page 20 )

NEW PENSION AND COMPENSATION SCHEMES - p 3
0
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NIGHTMARE SITUATION
'THE NAVAL Bandsman's Nightmare in the Transmitting
Station' is the title of the grotesquely macabre 1917 car-
toon on the right, taken from John Ambler's excellent
history of The Royal Marines Band Service.

It underlines the grim reality of the experience of
Bandsmen in both World Wars, who were also trained in
gunfire control and were responsible for manning the
Transmitting Station when their ships went into action.

Since this was located in the very bowels of the ship,
below the water line, when closed up at action stations they
knew there was little chance of escape should it go down -
and indeed many ships sunk at Jutland and elsewhere lost
all their musicians.

Why were the men of the bands chosen for this particu-
larly dangerous task? One theory is that they were desig-

nated as Lower Quarter Ratings, so were to be part of the
ship's gunnery system. The logical use for these 'spare
hands' would be ammunition handling, but since this could
have put hands and fingers in danger they were given the
task of working in the Transmitting Station.

RM Bandsmen have-recently seen active service in a mil-
itary role during the Falklands, Kosovo and Iraq campaigns.
They have also been providers of music for the Royal Navy
since 1903 and their story is published by the Royal Marines
Historical Society, available from the RM Museum, Eastney,
Southsea, Hants PO4 9PX at £19.95 plus £4.50 pp).

o •The RN Philatelic Society has produced a special cover
to mark their centenary (above). Tel Bob Fosterjohn on
01730 231668 for details
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GUREHEADS ReP°rt ca"s for mai°r P°rt security shake-up

Sea containers
may carry next
big terror threat

HMS LEANDER
LIKE many vessels of the Royal Navy during the 18th

and 19th centuries, HMS Leander's name was taken from a
classical subject.

In Geek mythology Leander was the lover of Hero. He
swam the Hellespont each night to visit her until he was
drowned in a storm.

Armed with this information, the carver has produced a
fine-looking three-quarter bust with a ribbon sash worn
over the right shoulder.

HMS Leander, the third ship to bear the name, was laid
down in Portsmouth Dockyard in 1845 and launched on
March 8,1848.

Built from the design of Richard Blake, the yard's Master
Shipwright, she was a 50-gun 4th rate carrying ten Sin can-
non and 40 32pdrs.

She saw action in the Crimean War in the Black Sea in
1854-55 and in 1861 was converted at Sheerness as a
screw frigate. In 1867 she was removed from the Navy and
sold to the long-established London ship breakers Castle
& Beech.

For many years, her figurehead stood high on the wall of
ther company's head office at Millbank. In World War II the
building was destroyed by the Luftwaffe - and Leander
was the only figurehead to survive intact.

Rescued with several other fragments of carvings by Mr
J. W. Thornycroft, it was moved to the company office in
Hampshire and today may be found at HMS Collingwood at
Fareham, Hants.

T
E R R O R I S T S
could use con-
tainers on ships
to transport wea-
pons and danger-

ous materials, or deploy the
containers themselves as
weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

The warning comes from
RAND Europe, the highly
respected think tank originally
set up by the US Army Air
Force in 1946 and now enjoy-
ing a worldwide reputation.

Its latest report notes that
around 90 per cent of all cargo is
shipped in containers, "amounting
to some 250 million moves annual-
ly".

If sea-container traffic were
interrupted - cither by acts of ter-
rorism or attempts by governments
to counter terrorism - the global
economy would be seriously dam-
aged.

The report, 'Scacurity: A
Stakeholder Consultation on
Improving the Security of the
Global Sea-Container Shipping
System', states: "The potent ia l
threat of terrorists using containers
poses a large risk to our economics
and to our societies.

"Since September 11 2001 the
awareness of terrorists' actions has
clearly risen. This increase, howev-
er, has not been as substantial in all
fields as it has been in the air trans-

port sector. Ultimately, this means
that the marine sector - and specif-
ically the container transport sec-
tor - remains wide open to the ter-
rorist threat."

Kevin O'Brien, senior policy
analyst at RAND Europe
(Cambridge, UK) and one of the
authors of the report, said: "It is
generally acknowledged that the
terrorists will choose the way of
least resistance as well as choosing
targets that result in widespread
media coverage.

"This coverage is most likely to
be provided through attacks result-
ing in many casualties. Although
sea-containers have not been a tar-
get in the past compared with air
travel, there is no reason why they
shouldn't be targets in the future.
In fact, some terrorist groups like
the Tamil Tigers have actively
attacked maritime targets as part
of their overall efforts."

The report follows consultation
with world mari t ime security
experts at a workshop organised by
RAND Europe in partnership with
the Joint Research Centre of the
European Commission.

It identifies one clear challenge
- a container changes hands sever-
al times on its way from its origin
to its destination, causing multiple
parties to be responsible and liable
for its contents.

Although forwarders, trans-
porters and carriers do accept
responsibility and liability for a
container, they are dependent
upon data provided in the bill of

lading, which can be falsified or
otherwise fraudulent.

Tracking the whereabouts of a
sea-container is also very difficult,
the report points out.

Its real origin can be hidden
from officials at the destination,
helped by corrupt officials at inter-
mediate ports who are willing to
falsify documentation.

Policing ports is another issue,
as ownership of ports is often
vague. Most are not owned and
operated by national governments,
which makes the imposition of leg-
islation difficult.

Cost is another problem. Due in
part to the low margins within
which the industry operates, the
ports themselves arc reluctant to
undertake security measures, such
as physically searching or X-raying
containers, as this slows down busi-
ness.

Estimates are that the
contents of less than
two percent of all con-
tainers are checked.
This has serious

implications in the light of new
global terrorism, the report warns.

One solution put forward is a
"risk analysis" software tool devel-
oped by the European
Commission's JRC in partnership
with the European Anti-fraud
Office.

The package, called "Contra-
traffic", is able to perform a risk
analysis on the likelihood that a

container is transporting il l icit
material.

Another possible solution is to
use "active" rather than "passive"
seals, which the majority of con-
tainers currently use. Passive seals
do not physically prevent entry into
a container as would a lock, but
merely indicate whether or not the
container has been opened.

Active seals arc more sophisti-
cated, incorporating several
options, from showing what is in
the container to signaling its
whereabouts using the Global
Positioning System.

A possible solution to the prob-
lem of ownership could be found
by making one party - either the
shipper or the receiver - responsi-
ble for the container's transport.

This party would be present at
the point of origin where the con-
tainer is sealed and the point of
destination where the cargo is
received.

However, the main motivator
for a private investor is theft pre-
vention - there is l i t t l e f inancial
motivation to invest in the preven-
tion of terrorism.

The report also suggests another
solution may be to encourage com-
panies with a vested interest in
container security to invest in more
sophisticated security such as seals.

One way of encouraging ship-
pers to buy these may be to intro-
duce a security tax, such as is
already in place in airports.

Q Sec Newsvicw , p20



www. navy news. co. uk NAVY NEWS. OCTOBER 2003 5

THIS poignant portrait of John Adams, Boatswain's Mate in
Nelson's favourite ship, HMS Agamemnon, is by George
Cruikshank (1792-1878), an artist best known for his cartoons.

It shows him in later life in his formal rig as a Greenwich
Pensioner and is taken from HMS Victory Curator Peter
Goodwin's new book Men o' War (see page 24)

Brown study

Big boost to
widows'
benefits

MAJOR improvements in
widows' and widowers' ben-
efits are included in the
new Armed Forces Pension
and Compensation sche-
mes announced last month.

Pension and compensation
benefits will also he extended to
unmarried partners (including
same sex partners) as part of a
package of wider changes.

There are substantial new
arrangements for dependants,
including a death-in-Service bene-
fit of four times pensionable pay -
an increase from one and a half
times.

Widow(er)'s pension goes up by
25 per cent and there is an exten-
sion of dependants' benefits to
unmarried partners "where there
is a substantial relationship".

And from now on widows' pen-
sions will be paid for life - whether
or not they remarry.

Announcing the new schemes,
Defence Under Secretary Ivor
Caplin said the changes reflected
"key concerns raised during con-
sultation" and addressed "the
need to make proper provision for
those who are left behind when
personnel are killed in service."

The new compensation scheme
would also provide better focus on
the severely disabled.

For the first time, lump sum
payments would be available for
pain and suffering resulting from
injury. In addition, a Guaranteed
Income Stream (GIS) would be

Pepper
pipes a
peck for
Pickle
'BOSUN'S Mate' Willy
Pepper pipes aboard
guests at the unveiling
of HMS Collingwood
Senior Rates Mess'
superb Pickle Night
murals produced by
Portsmouth artist Alan
Smith.

Pickle Night is tradi-
tionally celebrated on or
around November 6, the
day the schooner HMS
Pickle arrived in
England with the first
news of Nelson's Victory
at Trafalgar on October
21,1805.

awarded for more serious injury
where there was a loss of earnings
capacity.

Benefits would be provided for
dependants but would be extended
to include unmarried partners,
where there was a substantial rela-
tionship.

The Ministry of Defence was
also, with immediate effect,
extending to all deaths due to ser-
vice the provisions introduced on
March 20, 2003 which provided
benefits to unmarried partners for
deaths related to conflict.

The new pension scheme will be
introduced in April 2005 for new
entrants as will the new compensa-
tion scheme for all injuries, illness-
es and deaths due to service which
occur on or after that date.

Members of the Armed Forces
will be given the option of remain-
ing in the existing pension scheme
or transferring to the new scheme.

Key features of the new scheme
are:

• Fairness and equal treatment,
providing the same benefits for
Officers and Other Ranks

• A pension based on final pen-
sionable pay rather than represen-
tative pay, paying a pension of 50
per cent of pensionable pay after
35 years, with scope for earning
more for long servers (up to 40
years)

• A tax-free pension lump sum
at full career worth three times
pension (no change from current
scheme)

• Normal retirement for full
career pension at age 55; this does
not affect actual retirement ages
which will continue to be tied to
Service career structures (no
change from current scheme)

• Preserved pensions will be
payable at age 65

• A new system of early depar-
ture payments for those serving 18
years (and having reached age 40)
to replace the current Immediate
Pension, with a similar benefits
structure, but better focused and
with some reduction in cost to help
fund improvements

In a message to all Service per-
sonnel Chief of the Defence Staff

General Sir Michael Walker said
the important point was that cur-
rent members who chose to remain
in the existing scheme would have
their pension rights protected and
benefits would remain unchanged
except that, for future service from
a date yet to be decided, preserved
pensions would be paid at 65
rather than age 60.

"Before the new schemes are
introduced there will be plenty of
material available, in paper and
electronic form, to enable you to
take an informed decision on
whether or not to transfer to the
new pension scheme.

"You do not have to take this
decision yet. You will be advised
when you do.

"The new Armed Forces
Pension Scheme retains a number
of valued characteristics of the cur-
rent scheme, notably a package
offering defined benefits, directly
related to your pay, something
increasingly under challenge else-
where in the economy.

"It includes also a number
of major changes. In partic-
ular, pensions will be based
on final pensionable salary,
unlike the current scheme,
and will have considerably
improved dependants' ben-
efits.
"Some offsets have been neces-

sary to fund these, in particular the
replacement of the Immediate
Pension with a lower value but bet-
ter focused system of Early
Departure Payments that will also
enable the scheme to comply with
prospective changes in pensions
legislation."

Q The Royal British Legion has
claimed that while currently unless
the MOD can prove "beyond rea-
sonable doubt" that an injury or ill-
ness was not caused as a result of
time in service a claimant will
receive a War Pension, the new
proposal means that compensation
may be denied if officials can show
that on the "balance of probabili-
ties" an injury or illness is not ser-
vice-related and a claimant would
have to prove it was.

Trailblazer' joint
force is 30-plus
uK and Netherlands celebrated the 30th anniversary of their unique joint

Amphibious Force (UKNLAF) with a ceremony hosted by HMS Ocean and
HNLMS Rotterdam in Rotterdam Harbour on September 4.

The Dutch are the only
nation with whom Britain has a
fully combined amphibious
force.

Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon, accompanied by First Sea
Lord Admiral Sir Alan West, met
their counterparts in the Dutch
Defence Ministry, His Excellency
Mr Henk Kamp and Admiral
Ruurt Klaver, to reaffirm their
commitment to the joint force.

UKNLAF is designed to con-
duct operations and training as a
single force under unified com-
mand and combines the UK's 3
Commando Brigade with the
Royal Netherlands Marine Corps.

It regularly holds exercises for
operations of all kinds - three are
planned for next year, continuing
to strengthen the relationships
that allow our Armed Forces to
work together effectively.

Mr Hoon emphasised the
strength of the UK's defence rela-
tionship with the Netherlands,
underlining Britain's commitment
to the development of an
amphibious capability within the
NATO Response Force, in which
UKNLAF will play a leading part.

"We have common politi-
cal and military perspec-
tives and we work closely
together on a number of
key missions, not least now
in Iraq, but also in
Afghanistan and the
Balkans.
"Both our nations share a com-

mitment to European Defence
and to NATO's Response Force.

"We will continue to co-operate
closely during training and exer-
cises and on operations across the
globe."

Admiral West added: "In a

time of changing threats to our
societies, the benefits of having
such a close and integrated work-
ing relationship, and understand-
ing each other's capabilities, pro-
cedures and ethos cannot be over-
estimated.

"Perhaps the greatest strength
of the UKNL relationship is the
long-standing trust and friendship
that has built up over 30 years of
working together.

"It has been a trailblazer for the
European military co-operation
within the NATO framework."

The NATO Response Force is
expected to be operational by
October 2004.

The Netherlands has con-
tributed around 1,100 troops to
Phase IV operations in Iraq and
holds responsibility for Al
Muthanna province in SE Iraq
under UK command.

- while another is
praised at Narvik
VETERANS Minister Ivor Caplin visited Narvik on September 2
to dedicate a memorial to over 3,500 Commonwealth Servicemen
who died trying to protect Norway from German occupation.

It was the first formal commem-
oration of these losses since the
battle in 1940. Mr Caplin, accom-
panied by C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir
Jonathon Band, was guest of hon-
our at a series of ceremonies.

The day's events focused on
Royal Navy losses on April 10 and
13,1940. Mr Caplin visited the site
where HMS Hardy and Hunter
were lost, returning to shore to lay
a wreath at the new memorial to
British Forces. Some of the sur-
vivors of the campaign were also
present.

The first VC of World War II
was won at Narvik by Capt
Bernard Warburton-Lee, who was
killed leading a spirited attack on
German ships in Narvik Harbour.

The Allied campaign in Spring
1940 was the first example in
World War II of a multi-national
amphibious operation and reflects
the UK's close and continuous
bilateral defence relationship with

Norway. Said Mr Caplin: "While
the campaign did not achieve its
strategic objectives, UK Naval
forces sank ten German destroyers
and it played a crucial role in ren-
dering ineffective a large part of
the German surface fleet.

"The daring, gallantry and
enterprise of the Norwegian,
British, Polish and French forces
involved is unquestioned.

"Today, military forces from
Norway and the UK continue to
work side by side in a variety of
multi-national alliances, most
recently in Kosovo, Afghanistan
and Iraq where we received sup-
port from 140 Norwegian engi-
neers deployed in the UK-led sec-
tor.

"These troops are now fully
integrated with the wider multi-
national effort in bringing peace
and stability to the people of Iraq."

U Sec Newsview, page 20



4 NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2003

Heat is on
for 846
Squadron
AROUND 60 Royal Navy person-
nel of 846 Naval Air Squadron are
helping keep the peace around
Basra in Iraq, but heat and dust
are hampering their efforts.

The squadron's five Sea King Mk 4
helicopters, based at Basra airport, are
supporting ground troops in their mis-
sion to maintain law and order.

Senior Pilot Lt Cdr Niall Griffin said:
"We are effectively a force multiplier.
We can move a small number of troops
around to cover a large area, setting
them down to set up random road-
blocks to help in the prevention of
smuggling, arms trafficking and so on.

"We are involved in reconnaissance
sorties, covering oil pipelines and
power lines to prevent sabotage and oil
smuggling.

"Another important role is to be on
standby for casualty evacuation. And
the very presence of helicopters seen
overhead has a great deterrent value."

Flying hours in Basra are considerably
more than they would normally under-
take at home, Ycovilton in Somerset.

But the heat limits the times when
they can fly, the fierce midday sun
effectively grounding them. Frequent
sand and dust storms do not help.

The aircrew at least get a
chance to see some of Iraq - the
maintenance crews are largely
restricted to Basra airport dur-
ing their eight-week tour.
The Senior Maintenance Rating is

CPO Derek Scott, who said: "Our task
is to produce three serviceable aircraft
each day - not always easy as there's a
lot of pressure on engines.

"Although these Sea Kings were re-
cngined for desert operations, we still
have to closely monitor them.

"The lads are working extremely
well in these conditions, but it really
takes four or five weeks to get over the
heal stress and get fully acclimatised."

With temperatures s t i l l over 50
degrees centigrade, AEM Ben Naylor
said: "All the metal is too hot to touch
in the daytime. The aircraft don't fly
when the temperature exceeds 45
degrees, but the servicing and mainte-
nance still goes on."

AEM Craig Cairns, whose hands
were blistered through handling hot
metal, said: "The answer is to cither
wrap rags around the tools, or to keep
the tools in a bucket of cold water."

Squadron personnel live in the
Airport Hotel, which is plagued by lack
of power, water and sewage systems.

Senior Pilot Lt Cdr Niall Griffin is
proud of his team: "I'm actually stag-
gered that they've all kept their chins up.

"We're working here with units of
the Army Air Corps and RAF too, and
all three services get on well - it's a
truly joint services operation."

The current team will soon be
relieved by squadron colleagues, and
after one more stint there will be an
abrupt change of scenery - in early
2004, 846 will be operating in Norway,
swapping plus 50 degrees for minus 25.

www.navynews.co.uk

• CPO Tel Terry and L/Cpl Tom Phillips lead their trainees in
formation on the river near the Basra Palace complex

RN trains Iraqi
river sentinels

• A Sea King helicopter of 846 Naval Air Squadron covers an Army
troop patrol in Southern Iraq
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WORKING and living in a
tropical riverside palace
sounds like the ultimate
perk - but six Royal Navy
personnel of the Basra
River Service Training
Team are not exactly in the
lap of luxury.

Basra Palace is one of many
buil t for Saddam Hussein
throughout Iraq.

Bui with the temperature regu-
larly hit t ing 50 degrees centigrade,
and frequent power cuts, air condi-
tioning is fitful and there is no guar-
antee of cold drinks in the fridge.

However, personal comfort is of
secondary concern - the team was
deployed to train local personnel,
mainly ex-Iraqi Navy, to operate
and maintain a flotilla of patrol
boats which will eventually become
the Iraqi Riverine Patrol Service.

It is seen as an important step
towards a self-sufficient and inde-

pendent Iraq.
The need for such a service

is a pressing one - the canals
and rivers of Southern Iraq
are major lines of communi-
cation and, in the south of the
region, form the border
between Iraq and Iran.

They need to be moni-
tored and policed to prevent
illegal trafficking of goods
and people - and it is seen as
important that this service is
one that can be operated by
the Iraqis themselves.

The man commanding the
team is Cdr David Lilley, who
said: "Crucial to our success
is the forming of a committed
and loyal Iraqi workforce.

"We must foster their sense
of purpose through pride of
ownership and by strong lead-
ership and example.

"Developing the relation-
ship with the Iraqi personnel
will enhance training, pro-
duce an effective Service and
establish long-term links for
the future."

Around 120 sailors are to
be put through the current
training programme, but the
ultimate short-term aim is a
Service of around 400 per-
sonnel, with 22 boats.

Cdr Lilley compares the
way the Riverine Patrol
Service will operate with the
way the Navy's Fishery
Protection Squadron works:
"They will have powers of
detention, but not arrest.

"Suspects will be detained
and then brought in to be

arrested and
charged."

On the waters
of the Shatt' Al
Arab, CPO Tel
Terry and L/Cpl
Tom Phillips RM
put trainees
through their

• The Royal Navy's Basra River Service Training Team in front of
Basra Palace, recently vacated by Saddam Hussein - from left,
CPO Tel Terry, Lt Cdr Lome Robertson, Cdr David Lilley, Lt Cdr
Gary Lewis, L/Cpl Tom Phillips and CMEA Sid Lawrence

paces, watching them bring boats
alongside each other in choppy
waters - a skill they will need to per-
fect before boarding suspect vessels.

The team said a rapport has
developed, with the Iraqis keen to
start hunting the thieves who tap
into remote pipelines and spirit oil
out of the country via a network of
road tankers, barges and coasters.

CPO Terry left his job as
an Instructor at the PO(S)
Qualifying Course to come
to Iraq, and said the Iraqi
trainees are doing well.
"Although they were all in the

Iraqi Navy, their knowledge and
experience in boat-handling varies
considerably," he said.

"But already we arc identifying
those with the potential to take on
the roles of instructors themselves
in due course. That's the aim - to
help the Iraqis help themselves."

L/Cpl Phillips - the sole Royal
Marine, normally with the Raiding
Instructional Team of 1 Assault
Group at Poole - enjoys the work,
but noted that they had occasional-
ly been the target of small-arms
fire and volleys of stones.

"We don't have any problems in
the main training area - the river
just off the Basra Palace site - but it
is not advisable to go into areas

where there arc bridges where
stones can be aimed from," he said.

Training is done in a fleet of five
dories with outboard motors, with
a similar number awaiting work to
bring them back into service.

The team works under a com-
plex administrative structure - they
provide their maritime expertise as
part of the Army's 19 Mechanical
Brigade, itself part of the Multi
National Division (South East),
under the US command of Joint
Task Force Coalition 7.

Keeping the team supplied and
funding flowing for the training
programme is Lt Cdr Gary Lewis,
while CMEA Sid Lawrence is
responsible for the safety and ser-
vicing of the flotilla, working from
manuals complete with Arabic-
translations for his trainees.

CPO Lawrence, who served on
board RFA Diligence during the
opening stages of Operation Tclic,
the assault on Iraq, said: "The
main need is to introduce the
required level of craftsmanship for
the 18 to 20 engineering trainees."

He also needs to work on the
health and safety regime - "they
are not used to basic personal pro-
tection equipment."

The six are due to be relieved by
another British team in December.

• (Above) The countryside of
Southern Iraq, as seen from
the cockpit of a Sea King heli-
copter of 846 Naval Air
Squadron during a sortie

• (Above right) Providing top
cover for Army patrols, a crew-
man of 846 Naval Air Squadron
mans the Sea King's machine
gun, while flares are fired as
defence against possible mis-
sile attack

• (Right) A Sea King heli-
copter of 846 Naval Air
Squadron provides top cover
as an Army troop patrol is set
down in Southern Iraq

t t
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Pembroke's shocking past
BEFORE even

entering service
with the Royal
Navy HMS

Pembroke survived a series
of extensive shock trials
assessing the resistance of
her glass-reinforced plastic
hull.

The Sandown-class mine-
hunter has continued to prove
her worth with most recently a
successful deployment around
the Mediterranean at the end
of last year as part of the
NATO MCM (mine counter-
measures) Force Southern
Region.

Operating with minehunters
and sweepers from Germany,
Holland, Spain, Greece, Turkey
and Italy, HMS Pembroke's four-
month deployment incorporated
two exercises, Destined Glory off
the coast of Sicily and Turkish
Minex off Turkey. Both exercises
proved successful with the discov-
ery and clearance of a number of
mines from the area.

Since then Pembroke has been
through an upkeep period at
Rosyth dockyard, followed by tri-
als and a period of operational sea
training. Her schedule for the
remainder of the year features
more training, including a period
on the Joint Maritime Course off
Scotland, and sonar trials.

The current mine countermea-
sures ship is one of many to bear
the name Pembroke, the numbers
bolstered by the succession of
ships and hulks to be renamed
Pembroke as nominal base ships

Facts and
figures

Class: Sandown class
single role minehunter
Pennant number: M107
Builder: Vosper Thornycroft,
Woolston, Southampton
Launched: December 12,
1997
Accepted: December 1,
1999
Commissioned: July 6,
2000
Displacement: 480 tonnes
Length: 52.5 metres
Beam: 10.5 metres
Draught: 2.4 metres
Speed: 13 knots
Complement: 34 (5
officers; 7 senior rates; 22
junior rates)
Machinery: Two SOOkw
Paxman Valenta diesel
engines; Slow Speed Drive
(SSD) consisting of two
lOOkw electric motors; two
Voith Schneider cycloidal
propeller units
Weapons: BMARC 30mm
gun
Minehunting system:
Sonar 2093; NAUTIS M
(Naval Autonomous Tactical
Information System for the
minewarfare task); RCMDS
2 (Remotely Controlled
Mine Disposal System) -
a small unmanned
submarine

1 Sandown-class mine counts/measures vessel HMS Pembroke

for the Naval depot in Chatham.
The very first HMS Pembroke

was a 28-gun fifth rate, built in
1655 and lost in a collision with the
Fairfax off Portland in 1667. The
two successive Pembrokes also
had unfortunate ends: the second,
a 32-gun fifth rate, was built in
1690, captured by the French in
1694 and subsequently wrecked;
the third, a fourth rate of 60 guns

built in 1694, repeated her prede-
cessor's fate by being captured by
the French in 1709, unt i l she was
recaptured, and then foundered in
1711.

The next vessel, a fourth rate of
54 guns, was built in Plymouth in
1710 and ended her days being
broken up back in Plymouth in
1726. The fifth Pembroke of 1733,
another 60-gun fourth rate,

foundered in the Mcdway in 1745.
But she was brought back to the
surface to continue her Naval
career unt i l finally being wrecked
off the East Indies in 1749.

A captured Spanish sloop in
1740 was to become the Pembroke
Prize unt i l sold on four years later.

In 1757 a 60-gun fourth rate
become the sixth in succession, but
she became a hu lk in 1776 before

her ultimate breaking-up off the
coast of Canada in 1793.

The seventh Pembroke was a
74-gun third rate of 1812 that saw
conversion to become a screw ship
in 1855. She became the base ship
at Chatham in 1873, and was
renamed Forte in 1890. From this
point a scries of ships were to bear
the name as the base port ship for
Chatham.

GB/^TrTF
Ln]©K]©C

Lowestoft
Vigo
Marbella
Finisterre
Louisburg
Quebec
Havana
Baltic

JB&
1665
1702
1705
1747
1758
1759
1762
1855

AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 84
Vocational Education
Training Programme

"he flexible and friendly way to achieve
higher educational qualifications using

our unique and acclaimed blended
learning programme.

• A Grumman Hellcat landing on the deck of escort carrier HMS Empress Picture: Fleet Air Arm Museum

Grumman Hellcat
A SINGLE-SEAT carrier-borne fighter, the
Grumman Hellcat was supplied to the Fleet Air
Arm in early 1943 under the US Lend-Lease
arrangements.

As the successor to the Wildcat in US Navy
squadrons, it offered advantages in terms of
speed, climb, range and power. It was better
plated, offering improved protection for the
pilot whose role was further assisted by a
higher-placed cockpit and improved vision.

The wings of the aircraft were situated lower
on the fuselage which meant that the under-
carriage was retracted into the central section
rather than the fuselage as in the Wildcat,
giving a wider undercarriage track and there-
fore better ground handling.

Between the flight of the first prototype and
the first production aircraft were a few short
but highly efficient months, with XF6F-1 taking
to the skies for the first time on June 26,1942,
and the production lines fitting out the first full
Hellcat in November that same year.

Over the three-year lifespan of the Hellcat
production cycle at the Grumman Engineering
Corporation on Long Island in New York, over
10,000 were built and of these, almost 1,200

were assigned to the Royal Navy. These air-
craft split into two groupings: 252 Hellcat I and
930 Hellcat II. Confusingly the Hellcat I were
known as the Gannet I in the British Isles until
standardisation of names across the allies
brought titles into line.

Versions I and II differed in terms of power
plant, with the latter kitted out with the 2,000hp
Pratt & Whitney Double Wasp R-2800-10W and
the former the R-2800-10.

Night-fighter capability was provided to 74
of the Hellcat Ms, flagged up by a radome
mounted on the starboard wing and a mid-
night-blue colour.

The last two of the many squadrons of
Hellcats were disbanded in April and August
1946, and the aircraft were returned to their US
home under the Lend-Lease deal.

The Hellcat II had a top speed of 331 mph at
sea level that increased to 371 mph at 17,200ft.
Its range with a full fuel tank of 332 gallons
extended over 1,530 miles at 161 mph.

As a fighter aircraft it was equipped with six
fixed 0.50 calibre machine guns in its wings,
and could carry either six 60lb rocket-
projectiles or two 1,000lb bombs.
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Tel: 01254 694441

Email: vets@blackburn.ac.uk
www.etraininguk.com
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partners to provide further and higher educational opportunities to a local, national and International clientele



o NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2003 www.navynews.co.uk

Letters

Survival of
Greek hero

HAVING just sailed into Devon-
port with my ship for a six-week
Flag Officer Sea Training period, 1
ran across an article entitled
'Churchill 's obsession with Greece'
in the August Wavy News.

My ship, HS Adrias, bears the
name of a Greek World War II
destroyer built in Newcastle by
Swan & Hunters in 1942.

That ship took part in the
operations to free the Dodecanese
after the Italian armistice of
September 1943.

During these operations, HS
Adrias in close company with
HMS Hayworth, a British Hunt-
Class destroyer, on the night of
October 22 ran into a German
minefield by the island of
Kalimnos.

Both ships struck mines. HMS
Hayworth immediately sank,
taking with her most of her crew.
HS Adrias lost her whole fore part
from forecastle to the bridge, but
managed to stay afloat and, what's
more, her propulsion plant
remained intact.

The engine room bulkhead
held, and the crippled ship was
able to ground in a cove on the
Turkish coastline nearby.

Turkey being neutral, the ship
had to be made seaworthy as
quickly as possible by her surviving
crew without being spotted, and on
December 6 she finally sailed into
the Allied naval base of Alexandria
in Egypt where she received a
hero's welcome by Vice Admiral
Willis' Middle East Fleet.

Military operations have to be
judged not by their local success or
failure, but by their broader
results.The Dodecanese oper-
ations of 1943 pinned down large
German first-class forces in the
Balkans, permitting easier Allied
progress up the Italian peninsula.
Was the price paid too high? It is
difficult to say.

It is sure, however, that these
operations, together with the
Battle of Crete, demonstrated
Britain's involvement in the area
and paved the way for Churchill 's
later agreement with Stalin on the
f u t u r e of my country. - Cdr
Constantine J. Mazarakis-
Enian, CO, HS Adrias

HS Adrias sailed 370 miles
without a bow. December 6 is the
feast day of St Nicholas, the
patron saint of the Hellenic Navy.
-Ed

'Soggy' cap?
Surely not!

REGARDING the letter from A. Campion defending the DCIPT department's
procurement and development record regarding items of uniform and general kit (June
issue), while I agree that in a few cases they have indeed got it right, the area they now
need to look at is Junior Rates' headgear.

What was once a smart,
distinctive, traditional piece of
uniform has turned into a
shapeless, ill-fitting piece of
rubbish that even some
civilians have negatively
commented on.

Who the hell awarded the
contract to the makers of the caps?

The cheap option seems to have
been taken again and the resultant
design looks like it's been put
together by a blind Origami expert
under the influence of strong ale
who's used the Elephant Man as
his model.

Not smart at all! - CPO T.
McCormack, HMS Nelson

A. CAMPION of the Defence
Clothing Integrated Project Team
replies:

The current cap, far from being
a "shapeless, i l l -f i t t ing piece of
rubbish", has been deliberately
shaped so as to sit more
comfortably on the head and
prevent discomfort and undue
pressure around the temples - a
complaint with the previous cap.

The cap has been approved into
service by a representative
committee of the Royal Navy,
including Staff Officer Ceremonial
and Training (Maritime Warfare
School) with a ful l trial taking
place prior to introduction.

It is worth adding that the
majority of the trial subjects, both
male and female, considered the
cap to be comfortable and better in
appearance than the in-Service
cap.

The award of the contract for
the manufacture of the new cap, as
with the previous awards for the
old cap, was placed by the DCIPT

and, far from taking the cheapest
option, the DCIPT, along with any
other MOD purchasing
organisation, takes accouunt of
value for money for the UK
taxpayer - this involves considering
equally the quality, delivery and
cost of any manufacturer's offer.

Additionally, the design of the

cap has taken account of the
customer's requirements and is
highly specified and patternised -
as is the same with any other item
where high uniform standards arc
essential.

Q Smart cap or 'soggy' cap?
What do you think? - Ed
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Fighting fit?
We should
lead from
the front
PERHAPS unsurprisingly the RN Fitness Test is proving to be a
very contentious issue, sparking a considerable amount of debate
around the mess bars and stand easy coffee tables. I for one find
myself on the side of the fence that thinks that on more than one
count we have got it wrong.

Firstly, I have always been one
for the carrot rather than the stick.
Therefore the question I would ask
is, "In order to pass the test, have
we got the incentive right?"

There is much griping about
being "forced" into successfully
completing the test. But what
happens if we fail? We repeat it
again and again and again . . .

How different the perception
might be if the carrot was in the
form of SSP (Fitness)? Dare I
suggest the club swingers would be
inundated with applicants whose
approach would be far more
positive in nature?

Secondly, being the 'wrong' side
of 40, it was with some dismay that
I read the RN Galaxy Briefing
Note concerning the RNFT. It
states that "Many in this group
(40-49) have not taken exercise for
some time and have sedentary
jobs, and the normal RNFT which
requires maximum effort would
put them at increased risk of
injury".

I take deep offence at this, and
so should we all. Although I
consider myself a sportsman, albeit
with rapidly decreasing capability,
this is irrelevant. We are all in a
military, fighting service and as
such the RNFT is not there to
increase our sporting prowess - it
is there to ensure that we conduct
all our duties both to a high
standard and safely.

In essence, we should all take
personal pride in being able to
conduct all our duties in this
manner and only a certain level of
physical fitness will allow us to
achieve this.

This brings me on to my final
point. Any single one of us at sea
could be called upon to act in a
damage control scenario such as
fighting a fire or carrying an
injured shipmate to safety.

Therefore, irrespective of
whether we are an OM or an
admiral, we should have a level of
fitness that would ensure we could
successfully complete such an
action or something similar.

In short, any one of us who
could not achieve such a physically
demanding task is a danger to
his/her ship and his/her shipmates,
regardless of rank or position.

What I find disappointing is thai
if we all need a certain level of
physical fitness and therefore we
all need to complete the RNFT.
why as an organisation have we not
led from the front?

Why have senior officers not set
the example and standards for
others to follow?

Surely we should have started at

the top and worked down to the
junior ranks instead of asking the
younger, and probably f i t ter
members of the RN to be the
vanguards?

I think we have missed the
leadership boat, somewhat.

And let us be truly honest with
ourselves. If we arc to implement
the RNFT properly, then although
the criteria for success may be
different, the impact on promotion
should be exactly the same for
senior officers as it is for junior
rates.

The alternative is to have no
impact at all, and if that is the case,
why are we bothering to
implement the RNFT in the first
instance?

No doubt there will be
considerable counter to my
comments. However, it would
seem to me that it is all about a
combination of personal pride in
our own abilities and having the
capability to ensure we never allow
ourselves to be put into a position
that could endanger the lives of
others.

Incidentally, I'm 44 and I have
successfully completed my 2.4km
run. - Cdr M. Doolan, HMS
Dryad

Grave
discovery

THANKS to Navy News, the
Friends of the National Maritime
Museum, the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission and the Royal
British Legion Scotland, the
unmarked grave of a World War II
Naval casualty has had a CWGC
headstone placed on it after 63
years.

Stoker Jack Street was aboard
the ss Mohamed Ali el Kcbir in
August 1940. bound for Gibraltar
and his new ship HMS Foxhound,
when she was hit by a torpedo
from U-38 250 miles west of
Malin.

Jack's niece, Mrs Maureen
Bending of Chclmsford,
advertised in your Over to You
column for information and the
Friends of the NMM were able to
tell her I had researched the loss
of the ship and discovered that
when Jack was climbing into one
of the lifeboats he was thrown over
the davits and landed back on the
deck and suffered mult iple
injuries, including having his leg
torn off below the knee.

He was later picked up by HMS
Griffin but died just as she entered
the Clyde.

Mrs Bending was able to
confirm with the MOD that he had
been buried, as seemed likely, in
Greenock Cemetery - and at a
ceremony organised by May Peat,
secretary of the Glasgow and
Western Counties Area RBLS, a
headstone was dedicated by Naval
chaplain David Wylie of HMS
Neptune. A piper played a lament.

A full account of the sinking of
the Mohamed Ali el Kcbir can be
found on the internet at
www.mohamcd.ali.kcbir.frcewebs
pacc.com. - Dick White,
Lancaster.

• 'The Sinking of the ss
Mohamed Ali el Kebir, 7
August 1940' by Kenneth King,
Glencolmcille, Co Donegal
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Taking a
shine to
Tito . . .

R E G A R D I N G ' W h a l e y ' s
Sliiny Blades' ((August issue)
I suppose that after 50-odd
years memories are lather
hazy, but C. Jenkins is three
years too late.

This picture was one of three or
four taken by HMS Excellent's
photographer as a prelude to the
1949 Earls Court Royal
Tournament. The Portsmouth
Evening News also published a
photo of the guard marching out of
the gates of RNB. I was a member
of this guard, having just qualified
as an 'AA2'. The chromium plate
work also included the metal work
on the belt and gaiters and we were
the first Naval guard to have the
small white gaiters instead of the
rather large green type.

I know it could not be 1953,
because in 1952 I qualified at
Whalcy as a QLI and was a mem-
ber of the funeral gun carriage
crew for King George VI and in
1953 was Colours Escort in the
Navai Guard for the Coronation
ceremony in Nairobi, Kenya. — J.
Chesterton, Wymeswold, Leics.

THE RIFLES pictured are Lee
Enfield No 4s manufactured from
November 1939 to replace the
Short Mclford Lee Eiifield stan-
dard issue of World War 1.

Perhaps the date C. Jenkins saw
was 1941. I know from my time at
Whalcy in the mid-1950s the
Andrew did some off things, but
chromed rifles!. Perhaps the
Americans could have supplied
chromed helmets to complete the
spectacle. - Bootneck Bernoulli.

I WAS a member of the 1949
Royal Guard at Whale Island
before leaving for HMS Whitesand
Bay and I remember the words
spoken by our POGI when these
rifles were unwrapped at the
stores. I can't repeat his words on
paper, of course. - T. R. Naish,
Bridgend, S. Wales

1 HAVE a photograph taken in
either late 1947 or early 1948
showing the HMS Victory Guard
complete with their chromium-
plated Short Lee-Enfield rifles.

The guard was for the Prime
Minister of Iraq, Salah Jaber. All
the metal parts of the rifles, bayo-
net and scabbard were chromium-
plated. Also in the photo may be

• MORE SHINY BLADES:

Above - Receiving the
Queen's Colour at Chatham
Wardroom before going to
meet Tito at Westminster Pier,
1953.

Left: HMS Victory Guard
inspected by the Prime
Minister of Iraq and Lord
Fraser of North Cape, 1947
(Keith Mansbridge is the RH
marker)

Right: Thomas Naish pre-
sents his chromium-plated
weapon, 1949

seen Admiral of the Fleet Lord
Fraser of North Cape.

We also mounted the Royal
Guard for the visit of King Haakon
VII of Norway. After the ceremony
we were told the King was so
impressed that one of the first
things he would do on return to
Norway would be to have his own
Royal Guard to be equipped with
chromium-plated rifles.

We were there for a parade and
march-past for the Silver Wedding
in 1948 of King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth. We assembled in
Waterloo Road and many were the
comments from the Army lads tak-
ing part.

I remember marching from
Waterloo Station to the very steps
of St Paul's Cathedral without
'changing arms'.

Those of us wearing our tiddly
skin-tight jumpers found that on
arrival our left arms suffered a seri-
ous lack of blood supply, with the
result that when we 'ordered arms'
there was a very un-Navy-likc clat-
ter of rifle butts.

Finally we mounted a guard for
A. V. Alexander. As he inspected
us he stopped next to me and
asked the killick of my mess where
he earned his Mention in
Dispatches.

The ki l l ick answered "The
Hood, sir."

A look of astonishment crossed
Alexander's face and he turned
away and talked quietly to the
Officer of the Guard.

Not until that moment did I
know that the killick we knew as
Bob (Lofty) Tilburn was one of the
three survivors of the Hood. - K.
Mansbridge, Tenby,
Pembrokeshire.

THE CHROME rifles photo is
similar to one I have when I was in
the Guard of Honour on
Westminster Pier for Marshal Tito
in 1953. Before we went up from
Chatham we had to march to the
Wardroom to collect the Queen's
Colour.

At the time all the papers were
full of rumours that Tito was going

to be assassinated while he was
here and we were told that if there
was any gunfire we must stand fast
and not move.

The police launch came along-
side and they all trooped off, Tito,
Prince Phil ip and Winston
Churchill. As they started to
inspect us there was a bit of a com-
motion behind us where a smoke
bomb had been thrown.

There was a bit of a panic, but it
all went off OK and they left by
car.

As we marched over
Westminster Bridge there was a
young sailor leaning against the
side with his girlfriend in front of
him, his arms around her and his
cap on the back of his head.

As the Queen's Colour passed
him he didn't move - and the next
thing was the Officer of the Guard
shouting, 'PO, take that man's
name!'

Next minute a GI with a cutlass
charged towards him - must have
put the wind up the poor devil! - J.
Rowlatt, Cornngham, Essex

Rum and roaches
in old Montclare

The Royal Navy
& Royal Marines
Children's Fund

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen
Ret>ixifml Cfuirilv Nt>. 1075015

HISTORY
Children of the Royal Naval Services have

been supported for over one hundred years

by the charitable funds, originally as

orphanages but now in ways appropriate

to present day needs, such as schools,

homes, special needs establishments,

holidays and in their own homes in times

of family crisis.

AIM
The Royal Navy & Royal
Marines Children's Fund

Formed from The RN & RM Children's

Trust and The RN & RM Children's

Home is the premier charily lor

providing charitable help lo children of

serving and ex-serving personnel of the
Royal Navy, Royal Marines, The Queen

Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service,

the former Women's Royal Naval Service

and the reserves of these forces.

HOW HELP IS ORGANISED
Consideration of every circumstance is

given swift and sympathetic attention by
people who understand the difficulties of

service and seafaring life.

Applications can be made at any time.

Those seeking assistance can contact the
office direct for an application form.

The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children's Fund
311 Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth PO2 8PE

Applicalions and referrals should he made to:
Mrs. M. A. Baleman or Mrs. L. Smilh at the address above or by phone Tel: 023 9263 9534

AMONG the nicknames for grub
you left out in your Young Readers
Club article on food and dr ink
(August issue) was 'Red Lead' -
tinned tomatoes and tried bread.
That used to be tops. At nearly 80.
your paper is a great read for me. -
J. Silcock, Leeds.

SAILORS in sailing ships in the
past had weevils in their food - we
had cockroaches.

At lunch time they rushed out to
join us and the older ABs would
splash a spot of rum on the tables
or the deck.

The roaches loved it - but it was
their last drink as they were quick-
ly despatched with the back of a
spoon.

It was a bit off-putting to be
drinking vegetable soup and find a
roach lying at the bottom, but as I

was always hungry I can't remem-
ber if I put it to one side or not and
drank the rest.

While in the submarine depot
ship HMS Montclarc in the early
1950s , 1 was helping to load casks
of neat rum when one got dropped
and burst open on the deck among
the fag ends, matches and oil.

Two ABs immediately dropped
to their knees and started lapping
up the rum - as a 16-year-old Boy
(a non drinker then) I was quite
shocked. Later, both wildly drunk,
they were arrested and did a spell
in DQs. - C. Taylor, Ilford.

THE ORIGINAL pot mess was
born at HMS Ganges, the boys
training establishment at Shotley.

Each class had a sum of money
to buy their own victuals. They
then prepared their food and took

it along to the galley to be cooked.
At the end of the month, when

all the money had been spent,
whatever was left on the shelf went
into a pot - and at times that must
have been a mess, all right. - J. A.
Parker, Leicester.

Fudging
the issue

A LARGE White Ensign with the
word 'Fudge' written on the white
quarters was flown at Taunton
Flower Show, which bills itself as
The Chelsea of the West'.
It was advertising the arena-side
stall of Rose Cottage Fudge, who
said they had received no com-
plaints. - L. Dopson, Taunton.

BANGOR CLASS
MINESWEEPER ESCORT 1942

Replica scale model, measuring approximately 6", hand cast in metal and hand
painted, presented on a wooden plinth with brass name plate and gift box

(model pictured HMS Llandudno)

£65.00
Inc P&P

s. UK Only ^

To order your chosen model, send your name, address and day time telephone number, with the
name of your ship, along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard) to:

Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LEll 2ED
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336

Email: abowler@skytrex.com Web: www.skytrex.com
PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY
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Helonna Hands
Pembroke
goes mad for
marathons
TWO MEN from minehunter
HMS Pembroke tackled the
Edinburgh marathon this year to
collect £2,000 for the Downs
Syndrome Society (Scotland.)

PO Diver Patty Donohuc and
PO (MW) Billy Connor finished
the marathon one day and started
tough operational sea t raining
regime on the next.

Patty said: "My feet were in tat-
ters. It was the first t ime we had
ever run a marathon - and it
wasn't the one to start with!"

He paid tribute to the li t t le
ship's big-hearted company who
contributed over £500. Next year a
team of eight plan to run the
London marathon.

Records broken
at Faslane Fair
THIS YEAR'S successful
Faslane Fair raised a record-
breaking total of £25,000.

Personnel from HM Naval
Base Clyde presented £5,000
of the proceeds to Knowetop
Farm in Dumbarton. Other
charities to benefit are the
Clyde Sail Trust, Clydeview,
Enable and Tullochan Trust.

The Fair attracted well over
20,000 visitors on a gloriously
sunny day. Chairman of the
Fair's committee, Cdr Bill
Jones said: "We are delighted
to be able to hand out £25,000

• Clyde Naval Base staff try to tempt
Honey the goat at Knowetop Farm
with hay - but she seems to have her
eye on the cheque...
Picture: FOSNNI Fleet /
Photographic

Children's unit
sets Norfolk's

wheels spinning
THREE sailors from Devonport-based Type 23 frigate HMS
Norfolk have cycled from Plymouth to Norwich to help raise
money for a local hospital.

The purpose of the six day ride
was to raise £1,000 for the
Norwich Child Development Unit
in Upton Road in the city. LPT
Jane McAllister organised the 400
mile cycle ride and was joined by
POs Jess James and Jed Stone.

Over the six days the team
cycled through Yeovil,
Portsmouth. London and
Colchester along with a support
driver.

Dr Sue Zeitlin from the Unit
said: "We arc delighted with our

to our five chosen charities, all
of which are local and worthy
causes." He told of his grati-
tude to sponsors, BNS and
IMES, for their unyielding sup-
port.

He added: "We would also
like to thank the public who
came from miles around to
enjoy this year's Faslane Fair -
our most successful ever.

"It is a testament to them
that we were able to raise the
record-breaking sum that we
did. We look forward to seeing
you all again next year."

Ledbury's long
haul back home

I*4 or more years
No Claim Discount?
Cheaper car insurance
from esure
esure only insures drivers with 4 or more
years' No Claim Discount. That means you
won't be subsidising careless drivers,
so you could save up to 30%!

Call now or buy online

0845 603 4481
please quote NAVY

esure.com

a Halifax and Bank of Scotland company
'Like all insurers, there may be circumstances where we are unable to provide a quote. Quotations
are available subject to normal underwriting criteria to people aged 21-75 with 4 or more years'
No Claim Discount. Not available m Northern Ireland or the Channel Islands. Member of the
General Insurance Standards Council. Calls may be monitored and recorded for security and
service quality. MPT178/10x2

THE LONG journey back
from operations in the Gulf
gave OM(MW) Si
Backhouse of HMS
Ledbury the ideal opportu-
nity to set to work organis-
ing a charity rowathon for
Cancer Care UK.

So good was the idea that Si
was able to draft in willing
rowers on the three other
mine countermeasures vessels
(MCMVs) in the group, HMS
Grimsby, Shoreham and
Ramsey, to set to with a will to
cover 10,000 metres for their
own ships' charities.

As the four small ships and their
Royal Fleet Auxiliary companion,
RFA Sir Tristram, wended their
weary way back through the
Mediterranean, each ship fielded
a team of ten rowers who were
prepared to put their best efforts
into netting charity windfalls.

To the sight of the starting flare,
the rowing race began, with each
ship putting their heart into being
first to complete the gruelling
10,000 metres and fire the finish-
ing flare.

In the end the winner's laurels
went to HMS Ramsey - but the
true winners were the various

association with HMS Norfolk
which is of real benefit to the chil-
dren who come to our unit. The
money raised will be used to pur-
chase special fibre optic lights and
soft play equipment.

The team received sponsorship
from local businesses in the form
of kit and sports equipment.

"It will be hard work but we all
enjoy a challenge." said Jane
before the cyclists set off.

When the team reached
Norwich they were warmly wel-
comed by their commanding offi-
cer, Cdr Tony Radakin, and chil-
dren and staff from the unit.

The cyclists were presented with
a special baseball cap to help
remind them of their long journey.

Since this visit to Norwich HMS
Norfolk has been involved in
NATO exercises off Denmark
called DANEX 03, with a number
of allied navies working together.

The ship also visited
Copenhagen and Aarhus for a fes-
tival and Danish Navy Days.

Falcons fly to
Wessex group

THE BIRD Control Unit from the
Royal Naval air station at
Ycovilton with their falcons paid a
visit to the Wessex Scout Group at
Ilchcster.

Falcons, trained at the air
station, arc used to clear the air
space of wild birds and creatures
for aircraft to take off and land
safely.

An affiliation has been set up
between the Scout Group and Air
Traffic Control at the air station.

The Scouts have been invited to
the Air Department Families Day
and have been offered space to
run a fund raising stall at the Air
Day on September 20.

• HMS Ledbury's long-distance rowers take a break

British Limbless Ex-Service Men's Association
BLESM A provide for those who have suffered the loss of limb(s) in the service of their country and also for their
dependants, especially, their Widows. Whilst we do not wish to gain new Members, general service life,
accidents and conflicts such as the current situation in the Gulf Region makes it inevitable that we do. We are
here to offer advice and assistance in the rehabilitation and recuperation processes especially in the early days
following their loss. For our elder Members our two nursing homes provide permanent residential and
convalescent care for them and dependants alike.

At this time of Remembrance, please consider making a donation or organising a fundraising event or
project on our behalf. We have much still to do and with your help we shall continue to do so.

BLESMA, Frankland Moore House, 185-187 High Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 6NA

Tel: 020 8590 1124 Fax: 020 8599 2932 email: blesma@btconnect.com
website: www.blesma.org

charities who benefitted to the
total of £1,600 from the rowers'
efforts.

Ledbury's nominated good
cause is Cancer Care UK - cho-
sen because of the help the charity
has given Si's father, John
Backhouse, who is facing a daily
battle against the condition.

HMS Ledbury alone raised half
of the £1,600 total collected from
all four ships. Other charities to
benefit include St Dunstans and

On the hunt for
Jay paintings

AN EXHIBITION of paintings by
Lt Cdr Lawrence Jay will make a
fleeting appearance at the Royal
Naval and Royal Albert Yachl
Club in Old Portsmouth on
October 18-19.

Organisers of the display plan
to share donations raised from the
event with the King George's
Fund for Sailors and other Service
charities.

This retrospective of the Naval
artist will include a number of
paintings loaned by former and
serving members of the Navy from
their private collections.

An appeal has gone out for any-
one living in the Portsmouth area
who owns a painting to consider
loaning it to the exhibition.

Lt Cdr Jay was a career Naval
officer as well as a gifted amateur
artist, and his last appointment in
the Navy indulged his other pas-
sion - a lifelong interest in Horatio
Nelson - by seeing him appointed
the commanding officer of HMS
Victory from 1986 to 1989.

For information contact the
Royal Naval and Royal Albert
Yacht Club on 023 9282 5924.

the Child Development Centre,
Grimsby.

Organiser Si said: "I thoroughly
enjoyed the responsibility and felt
I learnt a lot from the experience,
especially because I am due to
start the Physical Training Course
early next year."

Charity notice
for FAA Trust

THE CHARITY Commission has
sent out a notice (CHY-1161D) to
confirm changes to the Fleet Air
Arm Benevolent Trust, as reported
in the July Navy News.

A copy of the new scheme with
all the changes is available from
Rm 204. Jago Road, HM Naval
Base, Portsmouth PO1 3LLJ.

Alternatively visit the website at
www.charity-commission.gov.uk.

JSU turns
soap suds to
nursery PC

PHYSICAL Training staff at
the Joint Services Unit
(JSU) Northwood organ-
ised a carwash to gather
money towards a new
interactive computer and
software for the children
at the base's nursery-

It was a busy day with
over 90 cars washed from
Sam to 4:30pm, with the
keen assistance of chil-
dren from the nursery. LPT
Tommy Godfrey said:
"Without our little helpers
we would have only man-
aged half the amount."

The day's carwashing
managed to raise an
impressive £186.59.
• JSU PT staff and
children hard at work on
carwashing duties
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THE POPPY

A P P E A L

ROVIDES

ONLY V*

THE F U N D S

WE N E E D

The Royal British Legion is dedicated
to help serving and ex-service men and
women and their families...

...1,000 people are helped to visit war
graves every year

...over 300,000 calls for help are answered
every year

...54,000 people are helped with war
pensions every year

...5,000 people are helped with
a stay in our homes every year

...100,000 visits are made each year to
the housebound or those in hospital.

If you are interested in joining
The Royal British Legion, would
like to make a donation or
require further information,
please call 08457 725 725.
Alternatively, visit our website @
www.britishlegion.org.uk

Reg. Charity No. 219 279
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• CPOMEA 'JJ' Swift of the HMS Sultan Scrap/leap Challenge
team seems unimpressed by the parts on offer

'THE DESTROYERS', the HMS Sultan Scrapheap Challenge team
were victorious in their first round heat against their RAF chal-
lengers, The Squadron'. Keep watching Channel 4 to find out how
the Navy's engineering experts get on.
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Nifty brushwork
wins day at sea

SCHOOLBOY Jordi
Arino's artistic skill won
him and his family a day at
sea with the Royal Navy.

Seven-year-old Jordi, a
pupil at Rhu Primary School,
won this year's Faslane Fair
Poster Competition, beating
640 other entries from 12 pri-
mary schools in the vicinity of
Clyde Naval Base.

And not only did the picture of
HMS Glasgow adorn the front
cover of the Fair programme,
being seen by around 20,000 visi-
tors who enjoyed a day out in the
sunshine in June, but it also won a
prize of a day out with Hunt-class
mine countcrmeasures vessel
HMS Atherstone.

Commanding Officer Lt Cdr
Nick Washer welcomed Jordi and
his father Adolfo, mother Lisette
and sisters Jessie and Stephanie on
board Atherstone, one of five
Hunt-class ships based at Faslane
which are tasked with keeping
ports and coastal shipping lanes
open when threatened by mines.

They also have an important
fishery protection role on behalf of
DEFRA, the Department for
Environment, Farming and Rural
Affairs, which is what HMS
Atherstone is currently undertak-
ing - she was flagship at the annu-
al Brixham Fish Festival over the
August Bank Holiday weekend.

It was a very busy day for Jordi
and his sisters, during which they
saw a number of drills and prac-
tices, including a 'man overboard'
drill with Jordi in charge of point-
ing out the 'victim's' position so
that the diver could locate and
recover the dummy.

They were given a VIP tour of
the ship, witnessed a fire exercise,
had lunch in the Wardroom hosted
by the Commanding Officer and
the Executive Officer, and when
on the bridge took the wheel and
issued instructions to the Duty
Watch.

After a busy day, the family

Richard gets lucky
in last weeks

IN HIS LAST week of service with
the Royal Navy, WEM(O)
Richard Taylor entered a competi-
tion in the Glasgow Herald.

His prize is a supersonic flight
over the Bay of Biscay in
Concorde at the end of this
month, the last week of the air-
craft's service.

Richard said: "I've never flown
in Concorde before, but always
wanted to. My uncle's flown in it
over a hundred times, and I was so
jealous as a kid."

Richard is planning to share his
day in the skies with his mother,
Olwyn Taylor.

Sandy siblings
Lt Caroline Clark RN meets
up with her Army brother
Capt Stephen Clark of the
Royal Logistics Corps in
the deserts of Iraq.

• Jordi Arino on the bridge of mine/writer HMS Atherstone with
commanding officer Lt Cdr Nick Washer Picture: FOSNNI Phot section
transferred to a SERCO launch
and were taken back to the naval
base. As he waved goodbye to the
crew, Jordi said: "Thank you for a
lovely day - it was a lot of fun and
I had a great time.

"My favourite bits were the man
overboard and giving out orders on
the bridge."

Lt Cdr Nick Washer bade
farewell to the family saying: "We
are delighted to have welcomed
the Arino family on board HMS
Atherstone.

"It is good to have the opportu-
nity to give something back to the

local community, and the chance
to show young people what it is we
do."

Towards the end of August, fol-
lowing her fishery protection
patrol, the ship returned to
Faslane where she will undergo her
Operational Sea Training assess-
ment, which brings no fears for her
Commanding Officer: "As far as I
am concerned, the ship is ready,
the crew are ready and we arc rar-
ing to go and keen to be trained."
• Faslane Fair 2004 will take
place on Saturday June 19 next
year.

• AEM Jim Stead carried aloft by the Royal Marines

All hail the top gun
THE QUEEN'S medal that recognises the champion shot from the
Royal Navy was won this year by AEM Jim Stead of 820 Squadron
at Royal Naval air station Culdrose.

In recent years the Royal Marines have carried off the single-
Service title from the Joint Services Skill at Arms meeting but
Jim's expert marksmanship proved to be too much competition
for the crack-shots of the Corps.

The winner is traditionally 'chaired off the range' - the first time
for some years the Royal Navy chair has been called into use.

Mauritius calls
museum man

A FORMER weapons engineer
who served in the Navy for over 30
years is jetting off to Mauritius.

Peter Ashley, who now works at
the Royal Naval Museum in
Portsmouth, has been studying
explorer Capt Matthew Flinders of
HMS Investigator for a Masters
degree at Portsmouth University.

Peter has been invited to speak
on his research at a conference in
Mauritius, the 200th anniversary
of Capt Flinder's arrest and 11-
year detention on the French-held
island.

• Depth charge throwers in
HMS Whitehall in 1940 trials

Picture: Explosion!

Explosion
brings to
light lost
inventor

EXPLOSION, the museum of
Naval firepower in Gosport, has
highlighted the career of the
unknown inventor who was behind
the depth charge, the depth charge
pistol, Chariots, X-craft and a host
of other weapons.

Herbert Taylor worked industri-
ously at HMS Vernon designing
weapons for use by the Royal
Navy.

Curator Chris Henry said: "It is
often overlooked how or where
the depth charge was developed.

"It has only now come to light
that the man responsible for their
design was a frenetic inventor who
is unknown outside the world of
underwater weapons."

It seems the high value of the
depth charge on the world stage
was enough to obscure its inven-
tor's genius.

"The depth charge was such a
successful device that it attracted
the attention of the United States
who requested full working draw-
ings of the the devices in March
1917," Chris continued. "In a sinis-
ter sidestep the depth charge was
patented in the US by Cdr
Fullinwider of the US Bureau of
Naval Ordnance and US Navy
engineer Minkler.

"This unusual procedure was
undertaken during the wartime to
prevent the delay which would
otherwise have occurred from
negotiation at that time, and to
effect a complete cooperation with
the US."
• Explosion! 023 9250 5600

No weak
links in RM

world
IT WAS bound to be a battle for
the toughest when a Royal Marine
went hcad-to-hcad with Anne
Robinson on BBC TV's 'The
Weakest Link'.

Cpl Richard Jordan RM said:
"She tried - but I'd been planning
for months and knew all the stuff
to give back.

"I gave her more grief than she
gave me. Despite her fearsome
reputation, she didn't rate any-
where on the fear scale."

After six years in the Royal
Marines Richard is leaving the ser-
vice to take on a medical degree
and plans to return to the Navy as
a doctor.

"There are only two things I
ever wanted to do," he said. "One
was to be a Marine, the other to be
a doctor."

Once completed it is believed
that Richard will be the first Royal
Marine in history to leave and
return as a Naval doctor.
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Unique
mastery
atMWS
A UNIQUE Master's degree
programme, developed at the
Maritime Warfare School
(MWS) in partnership with
Kingston University, has been
launched by the First Sea
Lord, Admiral Sir Alan West.

Through Kingston University's
accreditation of the Principal
Warfare Officer (PWO) course
and the Submariners' Advanced
Warfare Course (AWC), officers
now have the opportunity to
achieve an MSc Technology
(Maritime Operations).

To achieve the degree, candi-
dates arc required to complete
successfully the PWO or AWC
course and additional work-based
assignments.

The flexibility of the pro-
gramme allows for retrospective
achievement of the award.

For more information refer to
DCI RN 61/03 or telephone 01329
333292.

Andy is tops
for degree

ACADEMIC excellence by MA
Andy Miles has ensured him a first
class honours degree in Applied
Biomedical Science and a prize for
being top student.

Andy is on clinical placement at
Queen Alexandra's Hospital in
Portsmouth where he is under
training as a Medical Technician
(Laboratory).

Yeovilton Air
Day hooks

Laura
ALL IT TOOK was a day out last
year at the Royal Naval air station
Yeovilton International Air Day to
get Laura Grey hooked on the
idea of a life in the Navy.

Laura has now completed her
basic training at HMS Raleigh,
and is aspiring to reach the heights
of Captain's Steward during her
Naval career.

Laura says that the main reason
she decided to join the Navy was
Yeovilton Air Day where she was
able to get an insight into all
aspects of Naval life.

Fancy dress and fancy
guest for Naval families

CHILDREN from Naval families at the Phoenix Community
Resource Centre at Hilsea welcomed TV personality Esther
Rantzen to celebrate the last day of their dedicated play
scheme 'Playdayz' over the summer holidays.

Run by Naval Personal and Families Service (NPFS) staff
and volunteers the scheme brings Service children together
for fun activities.

Three generations
THREE generations of Naval lin-
eage came together to celebrate
when proud grandfather Fleet Air
Arm veteran Nick Munro gathered
his family together for his recent
Diamond Wedding celebration.

Nick served in the Atlantic con-

voys from 1942-46, daughter
Phyllis was a member of the Royal
Naval Auxil iary Service for 12
years, and now grandson
Christopher Simpson has signed
up for the Naval life, following on
from his time in the Sea Cadets.

• Lt Col Alan Newson revisits Stonehouse Barracks 75 years on

Veterans step
back in time

AGED 93, Lt Col Alan
Newson DSO RM took a trip
down memory lane when he
spent the day at Stonehouse
Barracks in Plymouth.

Exactly 75 years ago to the day
the retired Lt Col joined the Corps
at Stonehouse as an 18-year old.

"It's wonderful to be here. I
could not have wished for a better
way to celebrate the 75th anniver-
sary of my career," he said.

After spending his ini t ial
months at Stonehouse, Lt Col
Newson served on several ships
before starting flying duties in the
late 1930s.

During World War II he served
on a number of aircraft carriers
and saw action at El Alamcin,
Malta and with the Arctic Convoy
patrols.

After the war he joined 45
Commando, then served in Malta.
He retired at Chatham in 1958.

• Jim Goodchild

It was more than 50 years since
Jim Goodchild was last at the
Moray airbase RAF Lossiemouth,
then known as HMS Fulmar.

Naval exchange officer Lt
Stuart Jackson-Smith was on hand
to welcome the former Leading
Airman back to his old haunt in
Air Traffic Control.

Be careful whom you
entrust your life to.
Life assurance and critical illness are among the most important policies

you will ever write. A mistake now will be too late to correct when you

need to claim - So it makes sense to get it right from the start.

NAAFI Financial believe our understanding of your lifestyle will enable

us to find the right policy at the lowest price for you and your family.

Whether you're looking for a new policy or comparing the cost of your

existing policy, phone us free on the numbers below.

00800 0001 02 03
free from the UK and Germany

+1722 342245
from the rest of the world

www.naafi-financial.com
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• Lord Robertson and Admiral Edmund Giambastiani at
the commissioning ceremony for ACT

i The winning design for the new NATO HQ in Belgium
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• Lord Robertson, NATO Secretary General, hands the flag to Admiral Edmund Giambastiani,
NATO's first Supreme Allied Commander Transformation pictures: NATO ACT photos

Changes take
shape at NATO
EARLY September

saw the NATO
Allied Command
Europe (ACE) re-

named Allied Command
Operations (AGO).

Less than three months ear-
lier in Norfolk, Virginia USA,
the Supreme Allied Command
Atlantic (SACLANT) was for-
mally decommissioned after
51 years in existence, and in its
place arose Allied Command
Transformation (ACT).

This is the most extensive struc-
ture revision in the history of
NATO, marking the end of one
era and the beginning of a new.

General James L. Jones,
the Supreme Allied
Commander in Europe
(SACEUR), said: "AGO and
its sister headquarters,
ACT, reflect a fundamental
change to the manner in
which NATO's military com-
mand will operate in the
future.

"The two new headquarters,
one based on operations and the
other based on concept and devel-
opment, have distinct and urgent
tasks, key among them being the
creation of the NATO Response
Force."

The Prague Summit held in
November last year saw NATO
leaders decide on a new military
command structure for NATO,
reflecting the changing world sce-
nario with new missions and a
need for smaller, flexible forces
that can he rapidly deployed to cri-
sis and conflict areas.

The agreement for change was
reached in light of universal
acknowledgement that NATO's
structure had been crafted in the
Cold War era, with infrastructure
and equipment designed for tradi-
tional 20th century warfare.

The reconstruction of NATO
sets out to convert the Alliance
from a fixed force to a nimble one,
flexible enough to run joint task
forces of varying si/e and composi-
tion whenever and wherever the
Alliance recognises a need.

At the ACT establishment cere-
mony in June, Secretary General
of NATO Lord George Robertson
said: "We have changed the pur-
pose of the headquarters and arc
creating a whole new NATO
Alliance altogether.

"Allied Command
Transformation is making our new
military capabilities a reality and
will make certain NATO's trans-
formation keeps in lime with the
United States, which wi l l personify
the Alliance's transformation into
the 21st century."

The first non-American to act

• Admiral Ian Forbes, first Deputy of Allied Command
Transformation, and Lord Robertson

as Supreme Commander in the
Alliance, British Admiral Sir Ian
Forbes served as the interim
SACLANT from October 2002 to
June this year, until US Admiral
Edmund P. Giambastiani took
over as Supreme Allied
Commander Transformation.

Adm Forbes, who was instru-
mental in the implementation of
Allied Command Transformation
and its European footprint, is the
first Deputy of Allied Command
Transformation.

"Transformation means differ-
ent things to different people,"
said Adm Forbes. "It is, above all,
about true jointncss at the front
line, where land, sea and air capa-
bi l i t ies are totally integrated,
allowing lor operations involving
simultaneous rather than sequen-
tial activities to produce a rapid
war-winning effect."

He added: "Transformation is
also everything that underpins
jo in t and integrated operations,
including education, training and
acquisitions programmes.

"It is managing the future in a
joint and combined way that cuts
intellectually, culturally and prac-
tically across the entire spectrum.
It's an ongoing process designed
to enable us to operate faster,
quicker and with more effect on
the battlefield.

"Very much what we saw in
Iraq. And very much what the
NATO Response Force will have
to think about and execute in the
future."

The NATO Response Force
(NRF) wi l l provide an integrated
and fully interoperable sea, land
and air capability, under one com-
mand, to prevent conflict or threat
from escalating into a wider dis-
pute. Other potential roles for the
new force include humanitar ian
crisis, evacuation, counter-terror-
ism and embargo operations.

The NRF, in which COMUK-
MARFOR (Commander UK
Maritime Forces) will play a key
role, will be tailored to specific
operations as required, drawing on
elements contributed by member
nations. It will operate on a rota-
tional basis with a cycle of unit and
interoperability training, followed
by a six-month 'on-call' period.

Designed to be a robust,
high-readiness, fully-
trained and certified force
that is prepared to tackle
the full spectrum of mis-
sions, the NRF will be ready
to deploy in five days and
will be able to sustain itself
for 30 days.

The NRF will stand up on
October IS as a small 'prototype'
force. Ini t ia l operational capability
is scheduled for a year later with
the f ina l fu l l capability aimed to be
reached by autumn 2006.

Adm Forbes concluded: "ACT
is going to be a stimulating place
to be. I look forward to working
wi th the best and the brightest
the Royal Navy has to offer
as we take this significant
bridge-building
effort forward."

www.navynews.co.uk

What's what
in NATO:
• NATO is an alliance of
19 permanent member
nations with an additional
seven invited to join
• The new structure
involves the following
changes:
• Two operational
strategic commands
reduced to one (AGO), but
the creation of a
functional strategic
command for
transformation (ACT)
• Five operational regional
commands reduced to two
Joint Force Commands
(JFCs) - one in Brunssum,
the Netherlands and one
in Naples, Italy - and a
Joint Headquarters in
Lisbon, Portugal
• Thirteen operational
subordinate commands
reduced to six Joint Force
Component Commands
(JFCCs) - Ramstein,
Germany; Northwood, UK;
Heidelberg, Germany;
Izmir, Turkey; Naples, Italy;
Madrid, Spain
• A total reduction from
20 to 11 command
headquarters
• Number of Combat Air
Operation Centres
(CAOCs) reduced from ten
to six (four static and two
deployable) - Poggio
Renatico, Italy; Uedem,
Germany; Finderup,
Denmark; Larissa, Greece
(the first two also
deployable)
• AGO, Allied Command
Operations - headquarters
at Mons, Belgium
(formerly Allied Command
Europe, ACE)
• SACEUR - Supreme
Allied Commander in
Europe
• SHAPE - Supreme
Headquarters Allied
Powers in Europe
• ACT, Allied Command
Transformation - based at
Norfolk, Virginia (formerly
Allied Command Atlantic,
ACLANT), co-located with
US Joint Forces Command
(USJFCOM)
• SACT - Supreme Allied
Commander
Transformation
• ACT will include the
Joint Warfare Centre in
Norway, a new Joint Force
Training Centre in Poland
and the Joint Analysis and
Lessons Learned Centre in
Portugal. Plans include a
NATO Maritime
Interdiction Operational
Training Centre in Greece
to be associated with ACT
• NRF - NATO Response
Force
• For more information
visit the NATO website
www.nato.int
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Sea training provides
testing times for 801

SINCE returning from
detachment in Finland, the
focus of the Sea Harriers of
801 Naval Air Squadron
has shifted to successfully
integrating with HMS
Invincible as part of her
TAG or Tailored Air
Group.

The squadron embarked for
four weeks in July, together
with elements of 849B Flight
and 824 Squadron - the first
fu l l embarkation since

• Sea Harrier FA2s of 801 Naval Air Squadron operating from HMS Invincible
Pictures: LA(PHOT) Brad Bradbury

FISHERY protection ship
HMS Lindisfarne may be
approaching the end of her
Naval career, but there is no let
up for her ship's company - or
for trawler skippers who flout
the law.

The Island-class vessel, one of
only two left following the decom-
missioning of HMS Anglesey last
month, hoarded more than 300
vessels in the 12 months to August,
with seven detentions in the same
period.

This made her the clear winner
of the Jersey Cup, which is award-
ed annual ly to the fishery protec-
tion vessel which has made the
greatest impact over the course of
the year.

The cup, previously held by
I IMS Guernsey, is handed over to
the recipient at a ceremony, then
returned to its permanent home in
a Jersey museum.

Besides her bread-and-
butter deployments, often
taking her out into the
Atlantic or North Sea in foul
weather, Lindisfarne acted
as on-scene commander for
an extensive search and
rescue incident earlier in the
summer.
A stowaway aboard a merchant

ship had taken his chances early
one morning in June and jumped
overboard in the Channel, 14 miles
south of Beachy Head.

Both the patrol vessel's boats
were lowered and f lanked
Lindsfarne during the search to
triple the area covered, while the
merchantman and an inbound

Ncwhaven ferry and
the local lifeboat also
helped.

The man was spot-
ted by the ferry then
lost again, but a sailor
on Lindisfarne spotted
him again and he was
hauled into a boat and
taken to the ship.

He was given emer-
gency first aid u n t i l he
could be l i f ted off by
helicopter, but despite
everyone's best efforts
the man - a 25-year-
old from the Ivory
Coast - was pro-
nounced dead on
arrival at hospital in
Eastbourne.

That same after-
noon Lindis farne
embarked two MPs
from the Armed
Forces Parliamentary
Scheme and continued
a mini-patrol to
Brixham in Devon,
giving them a good
idea of what the
Fishery Protection
Squadron achieves.

During the same
period in which she
won the Jersey Cup,
Lindisfarne visited
three foreign ports -
Cork, LOricnt and Schcveningen -
and ten UK ports at least once;
Portland, Brixham, Plymouth,
Falmouth, Swansea, Milford
Haven, Liverpool, Douglas, North
Shields and London.

In three of them - Milford
Haven, Brixham and Douglas - she

• One of HMS Lindisfarne's boats heads
out to board a fishing vessel during one of
the Island-class ship's patrols

was opened up to visitors, and wel-
comed more than 1,000 members
of the public on board.

Squeezed in between have been
the usual training and exercising
requirements, making sure that
individuals wi th in her ship's com-
pany and the team as a whole are
on top of their game.

Invincible's extensive refit in
Rosyth.

Despite the considerable expe-
rience throughout the squadron,
few pilots or maintainers had par-
ticipated in a period of
Operational Sea Training (OST),
making the embarkation all the
more intensive.

Week One was spent operating
in the South Coast Exercise
Areas, south of Plymouth, where
OST staff created fires, floods and
battle damage incidents to test the
ship's ability to cope.

For some of the junior
squadron members this was their
first time at sea, so it was particu-
larly daunting - however, all of
them enjoyed working on the
flight deck during flying serials.

The remaining three
weeks were spent in the
North Sea, operating to the
east of the Firth of Forth,
for Phase 2 of Invincible's
OST.
This marked a significant

increase in the intensity and com-
plexity of flying serials, challeng-
ing ship's company and TAG per-
sonnel alike.

A realistic scenario was fol-
lowed throughout, meaning that
801's Sea Harriers came up
against Dutch and American F-
16s and RAF Jaguars in addition
to British Hawks and Falcons,
used in their role as simulated
anti-ship missiles and missile car-
riers.

The three-week period culmi-
nated in Invincible's Operational
Readiness Inspection, which test-

ed basic operating procedures in a
'free-play' tactical environment.

August brought some much-
needed summer leave for mem-
bers of 801 Squadron, and all per-
sonnel arrived back ready for the
challenges of the autumn.

The fighter squadron has just
completed three weeks of training

sorties operating out of their
home base at Yeovilton, and is
currently embarked for NATO
Exercise Northern Light 03 -
promising another intensive peri-
od of activity as the squadron and
host ship build on the foundations
laid during Basic Operational Sea
Training.

REDUCING COSTS WITHOUT
CUTTING CORNERS

As a leading supplier of quality Ceremonial Swords,
we are happy to announce a Special Offer of a

Royal Navy Sword & Scabbard
complete with Dress Knot and Special Blade

Inscription for the unbeatable price of just

£695.00 (including VAT)

To place an order please contact:
IMPERIAL SWORD COMPANY LTD

Imperial House, 64 Willoughby Lane, London, N17 OSP

Tel: 020 8376 3926 Fax: 020 8376 4251
Email: sales@imperialsword.com

Men and women in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines serve

their country, often at times of national crisis and danger: the

RNBT exists to serve them and their families at times of need.

All past and present RN ratings

and RM other ranks, and their

dependants, are members of

the 'RNBT Family'.

The RNBT gives direct help

to the 'RNBT Family' in the

following ways:

• Grants to assist with a wide

range of individual needs.

• Regular payments to older

people on very low incomes.

• Residential and nursing care

in the RNBT's own care

home near Chatham, Kent.

The RNBT greatly appreciates

all donations and legacies in

support of its work.



14 NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2003 www. navynews. co. uk

IN THE Autumn of 1943, when there was
a glimmer of hope that the war had
turned the corner, 24 evacuee school-
boys were sent home from the USA on
board the battleship HMS Royal
Sovereign.

Maldwin Drummond, then aged 11, of The
Manor of Cadland, Fawley, Hants and his
brother Bend'or (10) were among them. They
gave a radio broadcast beamed across the
Atlantic a week or so before their departure.

"The argument went that if children could
return to Britain, things must be looking up,"
remembers Maldwin, who is hoping to arrange
a reunion of the boys.

"I think the whole idea was organised as a
morale boosting exercise, for three journalists
accompanied us.

"We slept on camp beds in the Captain's
Dining Cabin.These slid easily on the polished
linoleum in a sea and the grand piano slipped
its moorings one night to our peril.

"We were sorted into four watches which
were given a role in action. We were to act as
runners in the event of a communication
breakdown. I remember thinking afterwards
that we were the final fling of Nelson's 'powder

monkeys' as, unlike midshipmen, we had no
executive role.

"There was a fire in the boiler room, which
reduced the ship to ten knots on October 22,
the day one of our escorts, HMS Cooke,
reported an anti-submarine contact and
attacked a U-boat with depth charges.

"The pattern of three sent huge plumes of
water into the air. My brother had heard a
sailor gloomily telling another that he expect-
ed a 'tin fish' this voyage. 'What's a tin fish?' he
asked, to be met with an embarrassed silence

As a result of his voyage in HMS Royal
Sovereign, Maldwin Drummond developed a
lifelong interest in Naval matters. He was
Chairman of the design committee for the Sail
Training Association (and of the STA itself)
schooners Sir Winston Churchill and Malcolm
Miller and also Chairman of the Maritime Trust,
Warrior Preservation Trust and currently of the
Bronington Trust

• Right: HMS Royal Sovereign, known as
the 'Tiddly Quid'. Inset: Bend'or Drummond
(right) and Harry Phipps with Rudolph Ganz,
conductor of the Young People's Concerts in
New York where they were evacuated

Directory | Wfatch your step. Dad...
of faiths

the war
for all
A DIRECTORY of religious advisers able to provide
support to Armed Forces personnel of faiths other
than Christianity has been launched by the MOD.

WHEN sailors from HMS
Superb exercised the
Freedom of Stafford by
marching through the
town centre, OM Darren
Craig's daughter Tykisha
worried whether her dad
(front row) would be able
to keep in step ...

The Faslane-based
submarine was granted
the Freedom on
September 6 following a
close association with
the Borough dating back
to 1977.

Mayor Cllr John Russell
presented the Freedom
Scroll to the boat's
Commanding Officer, Lt
Cdr Marcus Grimley, who
handed over a cheque for
£1,155 to the Stafford
children's hospice run by
the Donna Louise Trust.

For their parade, the
ship's company of HMS
Superb was accompanied
by a platoon from
Stafford Royal Naval
Association and the Sea
Cadets of TS Superb.

Families
survey
Scott
FOLLOWING a visit to her
affi l iated eity of Swansea,
HMS Scott returned to
Devonport with relatives of
her ship's company on hoard
for the overnight passage.

During the families' day that
followed, guests were given a spe-
cial presentation of the survey
ship's role in gathering data from
the ocean bed to update nautical
charts and provide valuable
oceanographic in format ion to
mariners around the world.

The ship sailed again on
September 20 to continue survey
operations in the Atlantic.

She has had a busy year since
re tu rn ing to work last a u t u m n
after a four month routine mainte-
nance period.

In October 2002 she sailed to
the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of
Aden where she surveyed an area
of over 26,000 nautical miles, the
equivalent of well over one com-
platcd trip around the world.

The Chaplaincy Services
already provide spiritual,
moral and pastoral support to
all Service personnel, regard-
less of religious beliefs.

Now a Directory of Local
Advisors has been drawn up with
the help of the MOD's Religious
Advisory Panel, made up of lead-
ers from the Muslim, Hindu,
Jewish, Sikh and Buddhist faiths,
which has informally advised the
MOD since 1997.

Said Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon: "The Armed Forces are
determined to become even more
representative of our diverse soci-
ety, harnessing the wealth of talent
and skills of individuals from dif-
ferent backgrounds across all reli-
gious groups.

"This Directory is just one of
the ways in which the Armed
Forces arc providing support to
personnel from all faiths.

"I am very grateful to the mem-
bers of the MOD's Religious
Advisory Panel for their support
and contributions to this worth-
while Directory."

The number of Armed Forces
personnel with the following
recorded religions arc:

• Christianity: 191,985
• Islam: 280
• Sikh: 75
• Judaism: 65
• Hindu: 140
• Buddhism: 85
• Other: 765

Pearl River Incident recalled
MEMBERS of the Hong Kong Flotilla Association
travelled to Hong Kong last month to mark the
50th anniversary of a clash with mainland
Communist China that came to be known as the
Pearl River Incident.

A ceremony was held at Hong Kong Cemetery in
Happy Valley (right) with a service conducted by the
Rev Peter Ellis of the Mission to Seafarers.

On September 9,1953 HM Motor Launch 1323 com-
manded by Lt G. Merriman stopped to search a junk
on the western side of Hong Kong when a Chinese
landing craft was seen approaching them downriver
from Canton.

As Lt Merriman ordered his helmsman to steer
towards it to take photographs, the landing craft indi-
cated that the launch should stop. Merriman ignored
the order and the Chinese opened fire.

Seven on board HMML 1323 were killed, including
Lt Merriman, and the rest wounded.

Six of the dead were RN seamen - the seventh,
Capt Frank Gower, was a member of the Hong Kong
Defence Force who had gone along as a guest.

One of the survivors, Gordon Cleaver, who travelled
to Hong Kong with his wife for last month's ceremo-
ny, remembered that there had been other skirmishes
in which shots were fired, but the situation would nor-
mally end with boats turning away from each other.

After the ceremony the Royal Naval Sailing
Association's Honorary Local Officer for Hong Kong,
Brian Skilton, entertained the 30-strong HKFA party
in the Old China Hand pub in Lockhart Road,
Wanchai.

Brian had earlier read a message from the Queen.
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Gleaner probes Solent seabed

i Cdr Joe Da Gama

SURVEY launch HMSML Gleaner is
helping to reveal the secrets of the Solent
seabed during a scries of sweeps which will
be used in planning a new dcepwater chan-
nel into Portsmouth Harbour.

Gleaner, the smallest vessel in the Fleet,
is using new hi-tech equipment to examine
an area of the seabed which includes part
of the Mary Rose wreck site.

The Tudor ship's bowcastle is thought to
be lying under the silt in the vicinity.

Using a multi-beam echo sounder and
high frequency sonar, Gleaner is gathering
a detailed picture of the bed of the Solent,
and it is hoped that by the time the data has

been analysed she may have given archae-
ologists new information on the 174 known
wrecks that litter the area, and possibly
'drowned' prehistoric settlements.

The work is being carried out by the Navy
in association with Wessex Archaeology,
and it is hoped that data gathered will be
ready before the end of the year.

Gleaner's Commanding Officer, Lt Cdr
Matt Syrett, said: "The key reason for our
work is to discover the extent of the Mary
Rose and other wrecks.

"Our work here is as much conservation
as planning for a new channel out of
Portsmouth Harbour."

• A 3D map of the area from where the Mary Rose
was raised in 1982, as seen on the sonar display on
board HMSML Gleaner during surveying opera-
tions last month.

' 'i " Wreck of Wakeful will
Officer
NAVAL Commander Joe da
Gama has rounded off his stint as
Diversity Policy Officer in style by
winning the Endeavour Award at
the GG2 Leadership and Diversity
Awards.

Cdr da Gama already has a
clutch of awards for his efforts as a
catalyst for change within the
Senior Service, seeking to "demol-
ish barriers of inequality, attitudes
of intolerance and acts of harass-
ment", and he believes great
strides have been made in the right
direction.
• See November's Navy News
for a report on diversity in the
Navy.

not need to be moved

• Capt R.C Garwood

Navy News
helps out
A SET of medals belonging to a
wartime submariner have been
returned to his family - thanks to
Navy News.

The medals, belonging to Capt
R.C. Garwood, were discovered by
police amongst the proceeds of
burglaries, and an internet search
brought the Metropolitan Police
some clues, but the trail went cold
after records were checked at the
RN Submarine Museum and his
daughter's address could not be
found.

An article in Navy News prompt-
ed a former student of Capt
Garwood, Cdr Kenneth Schofield,
to provide the police with more
contacts - and the medals were
formally handed back at Harrow
Police Station at the end of August.

• Dr Jim Begg with one of the Gannet Search and Rescue Sea Kings
Picture: LAfPHOT) Shaun Preston (FRPU Clyde)

Rescues 'read like adventure story'
A DOCTOR'S view of life with
the RN's Gannet Search and
Rescue (SAR) Unit at Prestwick
has been published.

Rescue 177 is Ayrshire doc-
tor Jim Begg's account of his
life in the limelight as a SAR
medic, and the GP refers to the
book as a collection of Boy's
Own adventures, flying at all
hours and in all weathers on
medical emergency missions
with the Sea King, call sign
Rescue 177.

The team has to be ready to

handle the unexpected on each
flight, and to be ready to airlift
an injured or sick patient at a
moment's notice.

The Navy's Sea King is a vital
emergency service for isolated
communities in Scotland's high-
lands and islands, and for ships
out to sea, often having to con-
tend with atrocious weather.

The inside story of Rescue
177 is a tribute to the coolness,
professionalism and courage
of the naval and civilian crews
who answer these emergency

Ships attend Royal Regatta
TWO naval vessels proved to
he a major hit with locals and
tourists alike during the Port of
Dartmouth Royal Regatta.

Landing Ship Logistic (LSL)
RFA Sir Bedivere was joined in the
picturesque Devon town by the
recently-commissioned offshore
patrol vessel HMS Tyne.

With Sir Bediverc dressed over-
all, she formed a fitting backdrop
to the events and competitions, as
she was moored adjacent to the
finish line for many of the water-
borne races.

The ship's company entered into
the Regatta spirit by entering the
Naval Whaler rowing race.

The landing ship was opened to
visitors over the course of two
days, with members of the public
and visiting guests ferried out to
the ship from the Town Jetty by
small river taxis.

With fine weather on much of
the first day of Ship Open to
Visitors - a sharp downpour in the
second day failed to halt the steady
flow of visitors either - a total of

• HMS Tyne at Dartmouth, pictured from RFA Sir Bedivere

more than 1,120 members of the
public went on board the Sir
Bcdiverc in a period of 12 hours.

Sir Bedivere also lay beneath
the flight line of the air display,
with the RN represented by a Sea
King from 771 NAS and the Lynx
display pair from 702 NAS.

Once the Regatta was over
HMS Tyne sailed from the river to
continue her fishery protection
duties, while Sir Bcdivcrc slipped
a day later to undertake her annu-
al staff navigation check with the
staff of Flag Officer Sea Training
(POST).

calls round the clock.
As Rear Admiral Scott

Lidbetter says in his foreword:
"Many people owe their lives to
the persistence and tenacity of
Jimmy Begg... This book con-
tains the true stories of some
of his rescues; it reads like an
adventure novel."

Rescue 177 was officially
published in paperback on
September 5 by Mercat Press,
10 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh
EH3 7AL, ISBN number 184183
0542, price £12.99.

Ferry offer
for veterans
THE MOD has obtained a 50 per
cent ferry discount for Normandy
veterans travelling to France next
year's for the 60th anniversary of
the D-Day Landings.

The offer is from P&O Ferries
for veterans groups travelling by
coach to France.

Announcing the deal, Veterans
Minister Ivor Caplin said many
veterans use P&O Ferries on
their annual pilgrimage to
Normandy, and he warmly wel-
comed the "generous offer" by
P&O.

Russ Peters, Managing Director
of P&O Ferries, said: "We hope
our gesture makes the journey eas-
ier, and we will do our utmost to
extend the warmest possible wel-
come to these very special people."

The P&O 50 per cent discount
will apply to group passengers
and coach fares on certain ser-
vices from Dover and
Portsmouth, and conditions apply.

Details of the offer can be seen
at the P&O Ferries website
www. POferries. com

PLANS to move the wreck of
destroyer HMS Wakeful out of
a shipping lane have been
amended to allow the ship to
safely remain where she sank
during the Dunkirk evacuation
in 1940.

In 2001 salvage experts decided
that the wreck of the World War I-
vintage V&W-class destroyer
HMS Wakeful would need to be
moved as she presented a hazard
to vessels using busy shipping
lanes off the coast of Belgium, a
move necessitated by the increas-
ing tonnage of merchant ships.

The original plan was to lift the
two pieces of the ship and place
them in a specially-dug trench

The news was met with
dismay by some survivors -
not least because the
remains of around 100 of
their shipmates and more
than 600 soldiers are still in
the wreck.
Wakeful had already made one

return trip from the beaches on
May 28, taking around 630 men to
safety, but on her second trip she
was torpedoed, splitting in two and
sinking within 15 seconds.

One of the survivors was
Stanley Crabb, who had expressed
his reservations about the original
plan to the Ministry of Defence,
and who has now been told that
the Belgians are hoping to pursue
a less intrusive course of action.

Under the new scheme,
Wakeful will remain where she is
in the shipping lane, but some
three metres will be removed from
the top of her superstructure.

Effectively, this means the fun-
nels and communications mast will
be cut from the wreck and secured
to the ship's side, allowing ship-
ping to safely pass over the site,
and the remains of those who died
in Wakeful will remain undis-
turbed once the work is complete.

The work was due to be carried
out in August, but was delayed
when another task over-ran.

Mr Crabb said he felt "a lot
happier" about the amended plan.
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Norfolk
back after
exercise
HMS NORFOLK has returned to
her home port of Devonport after
taking part in a two-week NATO
exercise run by the Danish Navy.

DANEX 03 saw the Type 23
frigate successfully fire her 4.5in
gun and one of her Seawolf mis-
siles while training to work with
ships from other friendly navies.

Type 22 frigate HMS Cornwall,
also based in Plymouth, also took
part in the scries.

The exercise allowed NATO
allies to get used to working
together as a team of surface ships
and submarines, with Norfolk and
her allies practising fighting
against enemies attacking her in
the air, on the sea and underwater.

At one point the Admiral of the
Danish Fleet visited Norfolk to see
how the ship operated - in this
case, an exercise which involved
recovering the ship after a colli-
sion, umpired by the staff of Flag
Officer Sea Training (POST)
which is based in Devonport.

Two port visits provided relief
from the battle for the ship's com-
pany, with one call to the capital
Copenhagen and the other to
Aarhus for the 'Ship Ahoy' festival
and Danish Navy Days.

The visit to Aarhus looked par-
ticularly spectacular, as the
numerous ships in harbour were
decorated with flags ('dress ship')
and floodlit at night. Street enter-
tainment, side shows and a rock
concert all helped make it a mem-
orable weekend.

With Norfolk now back home
she is undergoing maintenance
before preparing for her next
deployment.

Raleigh on
the small
screen
A SIX-part documentary looking
at how HMS Raleigh turns civil-
ians into sailors has been well-
received in the West Country, and
could be in line for a regional
media award.

The scries, produced by Infini te
Pictures Ltd, is being screened
solely in the West Country, but
could be repackaged for the net-
work if it continues to attract plau-
dits.

Director and producer Matt
Richards and his team spent weeks
at the Torpoint establishment, fol-
lowing a group of newcomers
through basic training, and Lt Cdr
Angie Hancock RNR, the base's
PRO who acted as liaison officer
for the crew, said they were given
unprecedented access to the train-
ing process and were fully support-
ed in the project by the Navy.

Raleigh, which has been entered
into the Royal Television Society
Devon and Cornwall regional
awards, is screened on Thursday
evenings at 7.30, and has been get-
ting good reviews in the regional
press.

• Dunking, American style, during a visit to Virginia by a group of
Royal Navy trainees

Navy cross the Pond for a dip
A GROUP of Royal Navy trainees
crossed the Atlantic to see how the
Americans teach aviation survival
techniques.

A class of Naval Airmen
Survival Equipment ratings, and
their instructors, travelled to the
US Aviation Survival Training
Centre at Norfolk, Virginia on a
trip organised by Lt Andy
Parkinson.

Staff and students witnessed
dynamic survival training, includ-
ing the underwater escape unit,
and also enjoyed a tour of the air-
craft carrier USS Theodore
Roosevelt.

NA Horsburgh, one of the
trainees, said: "It was a great trip,
with a good insight into how other
countries operate in a field for
which I am currently being trained."
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Sales show
draws
crowds

FLYING the flag for the
Royal Navy, MCMV HMS
Bangor and Type 23 frigate
HMS Grafton were tied up
alongside the Royal
Victoria Dock for the
Defence Systems and
Equipment International
(DSEI) exhibition.

Over 1,000 companies
from 24 separate countries
gathered together for the
exhibition, drawing in visi-
tors from 65 different
nations.

Over the course of the
four-day display over 500
visitors toured minehunter
HMS Bangor, and another
400 took the opportunity to
see round the frigate HMS
Grafton.

Alongside the Naval
ships were the Coastguard
cutter HMCC Searcher, the
Sea Cadet training ship TS
John Jerwood, and the
French ship FS LaTouche
Treville.
• HMS Bangor alongside in
Docklands, East London

Pacific Fleet
says final

farewell in
Portsmouth

IN WHAT is likely to he the last
annual reunion, 100 veterans from
the British Paeific and East Indies
Fleets Association gathered at
Hayling Island in early September.

Unfortunately the passing years
have taken their toll on the mem-
bership of the association, most of
whom arc in their 70s and 80s, and
dwindling numbers paired with
difficulties in travelling long dis-
tances have meant that this year
will see the last gathering of men
from 'The Forgotten Fleet' - the
British warships that fought along-
side the Americans in the cam-
paign against Japan.

Chairman Gerry Purnell said:
"Most of us arc true friends and
meet for comradeship. I th ink we
will meet up in small groups from
time to time, and perhaps some-
where central in the country to
shorten the distance people wi l l
have to travel, but the reunion at
Hayling Island this year will prob-
ably be our last major get-together
in the Portsmouth area."

the -=-

showcase
COMPANY

With three ranges, forty six standard sizes, and prices
from as little as £10 'The Showcase Company'™ offefs:

Three sizes of base moulding in four different colours
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All glass, framed glass or shatterproof acrylic cases
Choice of glass or mirrored back
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No witness marks on shatterproof acrylic cases
Heavier gauge than injection moulded cases
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For your brochure and price list contact us
at.
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Tel.OM84 541866 Fax.01484 544809
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HELICOPTERS from 815
Squadron, the Navy's front
line Lynx Squadron, were the
first Naval detachment to visit
the Czech Republic.

The visit gave a chance to
exercise continental naviga-
tion training and self-deploy-
ment planning. It also allowed
for two days of low-key exer-
cises with members of the
Czech Forces, including
mountain flying and troop
drills.

Cdr David Salisbury,
Commanding Officer of 815
Squadron, said: "My team
have participated in some real

time work with our NATO
partners in unfamiliar terrain
and without the immediate
backup of an easily accessi-
ble logistical chain.

"In addition with the help of
the British Embassy staff we
have achieved some sound
defence diplomacy that will
undoubtedly serve a purpose
as we try and forge stronger
links with our newer NATO
members.

"Finally, and possibly most
importantly, this was
achieved whilst keeping the
focus firmly on the 'fun factor'
of such an opportunity."

• 815 Squadron's Lynx helicopters in the Czech Republic

New signs on horizon
for Naval training

CHANGES arc coming in the world of Naval training support. The traditional home of the function remains at Jervis
Block in HMS Nelson, but from October 1 the Royal Naval School of Educational and Training Technology (RNSETH
will be no more, with two new organisations rising in its place, the purple Defence Centre of Training Support (DCTS)
and the dark-blue single Service Training Technology Division (TTD) under the Director Naval Training and Education.

With the changes, the
various capabilities of the old
RNSETT will be shared
between its two successors.

The suite of services within the
DCTS, under the MOD's Director
General Training and Education,
wi l l include: training the trainer;
research and development into
new and emerging t ra in ing
technology and methods;
consultancy; the production of
t r a in ing videos: and media
operations training.

The Navy's own TTD
organisation wil l take on a sentinel
role, monitoring qual i ty and
assessing need.

'Training the trainer' is not a
concept confined to the world of
the ETM (Engineer (Training
Manager)) officer - every person
in the Navy whether officer or rate
who has to stand up in front of a
class and deliver a competent
lesson or who has to design or
evaluate a course benefits from
the existing training at RNSETT.

Although the DCTS wil l be
centred at RAF Halton, a
permanent trainer support centre
will stay in Jervis Block in the
heart of Portsmouth, keeping alive
the training provision to the large
percentage of RNSETT's current
customers based in the
Portsmouth area.

But the new purple organisation
will also be set up to provide a
flexible approach, deploying
training to satellite units across the
country to deliver focuBetl training
at the point of need.

Capt Mike Farrage, the Naval
officer who will be heading up the

• The old RNSETT sign will soon be replaced by the Defence Centre of Training Support under Capt
Mike Farrage (left) and the Training Technology Division under Cdr David Gordon (right)
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Do you, your children, friends or family suffer from Psoriasis,
Fr.7fima Dfirmatitus, Acne, Spots or other skin problems ?

i well as skin diseases such as eczema.dermatitus. acne
and psoriasis, damage to your skin can also occur by wearing
sandals, jungle boots, steaming boots, exposure to hot and
cold weather, rain and saltwater.

You may suffer from atheletes foot.sunburn.cold sores,
cracked skin on your hands and fingers, cuts, scratches,
mosquito and other insect bites and minor burns.

Salcura provides antiseptic,anti-bactenal,anti-itch and
anti-inflammatory properties. The Salcura research
laboratories use only the finest natural ingredients
to prevent irritation and achieve natural healing.

Salcura does not contain steroids.cortizones.alcohol
hormones.propellants or flourocarbons.
RELIEF CAN BE IN MINUTES

Salcura Intensive for Eczema Psoriasis.Dermatitus
Salcura Antiac for Acne. Spots.Blackheads
Salcura First Aid for Stings.Cuts.Burns Atheletes Foot
Salcura Soothe'n'Smooth for Razor burns.Ingrown hairs

Telephone 08702421018 or
Order over the internet for 10% discount
www.lifestyleregimes.com

grown hairs Small £ 9.99

medium £ 19.90
unt large £ 34.90
natural skin therapy sprays in plastic bottles

Defence Centre of Training
Support, said: "What this means
for the individual on the ground
is that he or she will be getting
the best training they can get
on their doorstep, or as close to
their doorstep as possible -
reducing travel and subsistence
costs, reducing time away from
home."

DCTS will be made up of
elements of all three Armed
Forces, with former RNSETT
personnel joined by colleagues
from the Army School of Training
Support at Upavon and the former
Training Development and
Support Unit at RAF Halton.

Capt Farragc explained: "We're
trying to create an organisation
that genuinely docs look across
the board, looks at the functions of
training support and says 'Right,
what is the best way to deliver
those functions?'"

The new centre will make better
use of the existing staff to deliver
more for the same by removing the
current duplication of effort
inherent across the three Services'
individualistic approaches.

"Put simply, in defence it's all
about operational capability and
effective training support
underpins this.

"We work in a joint
environment now - therefore all
we're saying is, rather than having
these single Service stovepipes,
let's put it all together, decide best
practice and use that best practice
across defence," added Capt
Farrage, "Let's all work together.

"The vision is that the DCTS
will be recognised nationally as the
centre of excellence for training
support. Not only will DCTS help
to bring coherence to the
dissemination of training support
practice across defence, it will also
have a key role in setting up
alliances with commerce, industry
and universities as part of
achieving its goal.

"This is a good news story that

brings added value to defence and
to the wider national training
arena."

The roles of auditing, quality
assurance and training needs
analysis for the Navy will remain
with the dark-blue Training
Technology Division.

Cdr David Gordon, currently
twin-hatted as Commanding
Officer of RNSETT and Cdr TTD,
said: "We will continue to conduct
the training audits. We go out, we
audi t and follow up with
consultancy to help establishments
deliver the right training.

"This is an evolution from the
old t ra in ing inspections. We're
much more proactive now. We
look at the problems that they've
got, help them produce an action
list - then we help them deliver
that."

Training needs analysis for new
equipment remains a vital single-
Service function within the TTD
that has a key role in looking at the

best and most effective way to
train people to use new bits of kit.

For many, the impact of the
changes to the structure of Naval
training support will be minimal at
first glance.

Both organisations will still be
found in Jervis Block in Nelson, as
this will be the home for TTD and
a permanently-manned DCTS
training centre.

Benefits will be seen through
the sharing of expertise across all
three Services and through the
flexible delivery of training across
the UK.

Naval personnel will continue
to benefit from the best training
there is on offer, wi th new
developments such as e-learning
easily incorporated into the
developing package - and TTD
will be on hand to make sure that
standards remain high.

DCIs with further details on
both organisational changes will
be issued in the autumn.

Submarine museum
notches up 40 years
THE ROYAL Navy Submarine
Museum in Gosport celebrated its
fortieth birthday in September.

Despite its humble beginnings
in a small room located in HMS
Dolphin, the museum has devel-
oped to become one of the main
Naval tourist attractions on the
south coast of England.

But its sights arc set on further
growth with a bid in with the
Lottery Commission to build a new
ultra-modern extension to house
all the exhibits that cannot fit into
the current packed quarters.

In October the museum will
welcome acclaimed war correspon-
dent Kate Adic who wi l l be giving
a lecture entitled 'Women and

War' to an invited audience.
The current museum exhibition,

'From domestic to destroyer: Free
a man for sea' will provide the
ideal backdrop for this talk, and
Kate Adie will also be signing
copies of her latest book 'Corsets
to Camouflage' that has been pro-
duced in association with the
Imperial War Museum.

Proceeds from donations at the
lecture will go towards Dame Betty
Boothroyd's charity, the Memorial
to the Women of World War II.
The charity aims to set up the first
dedicated monument in this coun-
try to the 600,000 women who
served their country in the Armed
Forces during the war.
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Fleet is well-connected
BETTER connectivity at
sea and alongside is one of
the early benefits being felt
from the Fleet's
Rebalancing Lives initia-
tive.

A multi-track approach to
improving both IT and televi-
sion provision for warships has
already paid dividends for
some ships.

The Rebalancing Lives (RBL)
initiative on Commandcr-in-Chief
Fleet's patch, headed by Capt
Simon Ancona, was started in late
2002 as an attempt to identify areas
where Service life and work prac-
tices could be improved without
compromising operational effec-
tiveness.

One area of frustration was
access to the NavyStar information
network, which has been at sea for
around five years.

Many users have been routinely
thwarted by limited access for a
wide range of tasks, especially
Divisional Officers (DOs), and
with Second Sea Lord Vice
Admiral James Burncll-Nugent
identifying DOs as a key element
in his personnel strategy, this par-
ticular snag needed to be
addressed.

As part of RBL, an order was
placed for an extra 1,000 NavyStar
compatible laptop computers, with
the full software package being
installed by the NavyStar Project
team at Ensleigh.

RE-BALANCING LIVES

The first 11 ships have already
received their allocation - I IM
ships Cardiff and Gloucester have
both received an extra 14
machines, for example, and I IMS
Leeds Castle and RFA Diligence
got four each.

The plan is for the CINCFLEET
CIS (Communications and
Information Systems) division to
distribute them across the Fleet as
equitably as possible by the end of
this month.

A similar lack of access was also
blighting the CSS (Command
Support System), which has helped
boost the effectiveness of the
Fleet. CSS workstations are in the
Operations Rooms of frigates and
destroyers, limiting the planning
and off-duty access to the informa-
tion carried on the network.

RBL has provided the opportu-
nity to buy another 120 laptops,
and the Frigate and Major
Warships Integrated Project Teams
have paved the way by extending
the local area networks (LANs) on

ships wherever possible.
As a result, all frigates and

destroyers will get at least three
RBL-sourced CSS laptops, which
wil l go into the Captain's and
Operations Officer's cabins and
the communications office, while if
possible the LAN will be wired into
the Principal Warfare Officer's
cabin as well.

These laptops are now
available, and the infra-
structure is being adapted
as and when ships can be
worked on. HMS
Sutherland, currently on
Armilla Patrol in the Gulf, is
one of the first to benefit.
But while ships are becoming

connected at sea, there is a need
for better links while alongside the
jetty, and although there would
appear to be no instant fixes, RBL
is providing opportunities for trials
such as ISDN lines which have
been funded and fitted to 20 berths
at Devonport, while a s imi lar
scheme is being investigated at
Portsmouth.

Full CSS connectivity cannot be
carried out until plans to upgrade
the infrastructure have been fully
examined at Northwood.

There is also a minor trial look-
ing at the possibility of providing
walk-on connectivity, which could
bear fruit next year, and would
replicate satellite connectivity, pro-
viding CSS, NavyStar, secure and
clear telephone services while
alongside - and Faslanc could also

benefit if this trial becomes a reali-
ty-

Turning to television, all surface
ships currently have fixed satellite
TV antennae and Sky decoders for
when alongside in the UK, or in
UK waters if the ship has an anten-
na that is fixed to a stabilising sys-
tem.

Ships operating in Northern
Europe, the Mediterranean and
the Gulf have additional decoders
to receive the two BFBS Forces'
TV channels.

Another project, TV Over
Military Satellite or TOMS aims to
supply a single channel of recre-
ational, sport and news program-
ming to all SCOT-fitted Royal
Navy ships through the mili tary
Skynet 4 system - HM ships Ark
Royal, I n v i n c i b l e , Edinburgh ,
Liverpool, Norfolk, Richmond and
York can already receive TOMS,
while other ships are being fitted as
their programmes allow.

Another scheme has been put to
the Ministry of Defence which, if
successful, may well see all Royal
Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary
surface ships, except the P2000
patrol boats, fitted with stabilised
satellite TV antennae.

Minor trials using Type 22 and
Type 23 frigates and Type 42
destroyers will begin shortly to
identify a suitable location on ships
for the equipment where it will not
clash with existing equipment or
essential sensors.

If successful, priority wil l be
given to Minor War Vessels and

At Your Service
Reunions

National Service Association, Blackpool
Branch: Meetings every third Wednesday, TA
Centre, Parkinson Way, Blackpool. Members
from all services/arms welcome. Details: Mr
M.P. Cocker, 10 Ellerbeck Road, Clevelys.
Lanes FY5 1DH, tel: 01253 865038.

October
Exeter Flotilla: Trafalgar Day service at

Exeter Cathedral on October 19 at 1130.
Address by the Ven B.K. Hammeft, Chaplain
of the Fleet. RM Band will play during the
Service. Further details from Lt Cdr Gerald
Newton on 01392 860591.

HMS Speaker final reunion, St Margaret's,
Westminster Abbey, October 20 at 11.30am.
Preacher is the Chaplain of the Fleet;
Baroness Betty Boothroyd will read the lesson.
Reception afterwards at Speaker's House (by
invitation). Details from Neville Jones, tel
01278 785905 evenings or before 9am.

HMS Tracker reunion at the Thistle Hotel,
St Albans, October 18-19 for those who
served in Tracker, an escort carrier serving in
the Atlantic, Pacific and Russian convoys.
Contact Cherry Smalley on 01376 572529 or
email cherry@smalley4816.fsnet.co.uk

November
Weapon Mechanicians Association

weekend/dinner, November 7-9 at the Bear
Hotel, Havant. Contact Dave Crees, 24 Leigh

Over to You
HMS Allbrighton: Does anyone recall
Vernon Goodall. in the Allbrighton in WWII?
His daughter wants to hear from you. Contact
Mr E. Smith, 29 Gilton House, Brislington,
Bristol BS4 4LL, tel: 0117 971 7788.

Phil Booth: Mrs Booth seeks a photo ot
her husband in uniform and hopes an ex-
shipmate could help. Phil served in Drake,
Ceres, Apollo, Raleigh, Cook, Goldcrest and
Eagle. Contact Mrs Booth on 01925 723435.

HMS Dorsetshire: Nicola Pollard seeks
info about grandfather Thomas Pollard, from
Doncaster, who served in HM ships
Dorsetshire and Implacable between 1937-
47, and at Devonport. Contact Nicola at 99
Shadyside, Hexthorpe. Doncaster DN4 ODH,
email: np014j1934@blueyonder.co.uk

Escort Carrier HMS Fencer: Mrs Silke
Hagemann seeks anyone who served in
HMS Fencer in April/May 1944 when near
Bear Island and involved in the sinking of
U277. Her uncle was in U277 and she wants
to learn more of the incident. Contact her at
78 Dunstan St, Netherfield, Notts NG4 2NZ.

Land Rover Do you recall a military light-
weight 2A Land Rover, reg: 26RN85, in ser-
vice between 1971 and 1980, contract num-
ber WV9383. There is evidence of two others
with similar numbers at RNAS Yeovilton in
1978, all with no official records. Contact
Mike Harneft on 023 8073 1389 or 07818
452131 or email: VedaworkLtdflaol.com

897 Squadron: Does anyone have an

Road, Havant PO9 2ET, tel: 023 9247 5100.

December
881 Combined Operation

Bombardment Battery RA (TA) reunion at
the Stag and Hounds, 327 St Leonards
Road, Windsor on December 2 at 2000.
Details from N.R. Feeley, tel 01753 868771.

Portsmouth Field Gunners Christmas
reunion is on December 12 at the GIs Club,
Whale Island, starting at 1930. Details avail-
able from Rob Wyatt on 023 9235 6868 or
email: robdon.wyati@ntlworld.com

HMS Aldenham: In memory of the loss of
Aldenham, the last British destroyer lost in
WWII, a reunion will be held on December
13-14 at the RBL, Bushey Mill Lane, Watford.
Details from W.H. Jones, 21 Besant House,
Raphael Drive, Warlord WD24 4GU, tel:
01923444692.

April 2004
RN Unit, RAF Tangmere: To any/all RN

RS(S)s/CTs who served at RAF Tangmere,
the September reunion is a non-starter and
has been re-scheduled for March 2004.
Anyone not yet in touch, contact Pete
Jackson, jackson@oakdene 18. fsnet. co. uk,
tel 01697 361648 or write to 'Maplefinch',
Blencago, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 OBZ.

HMS Loch Fada reunion, Scarborough,
April 2-5. Details: Bob Harris. 12 Alandale

897 enamelled pin lapel badge, approx 1.2in
x 0.8in? Brian Surtees wants one to com-
plete a collection. Contact Brian at 7 Tempo
Place, Torbay, North Shore City, NZ.

Naval Station at Minard Castle, Minard
Inlet, Co Kerry circa 1893: Gary Billington
seeks info about this station which he has
only found one reference for in a book about
Tom Green, an Antarctic explorer. Contact
Gary at 4 Lewis Gain Road, Norris Green,
Liverpool L11 1EF, tel 0151 733 3058.

HMS Monmouth: Does anyone have the
video of the return of Monmouth from her
1995 global trip? Mrs Beadle and her hus-
band were on board whilst the video was shot
as their son was serving in her. Mr Beadle Snr
has since died, but his wife would love a copy
of the video. Contact Mrs L. Beadle, 4 Pear
Tree, Mead, Harlow CM18 7BY.

Newhaven Wren: Mrs J. Hamilton asks the
Newhaven Wren quartered at Seaford who
introduced her to Rex/Roy of the Canadian
Engineers and located in Regina/Saskatoon
area to let her know his surname for a book
dedication. Contact Mrs Hamilton, 13 Totham
Lodge, Richmond Rd, Wimbledon SW20 OPF.

RNXS: Can anyone supply good photos
of the sea-going tenders supplied to the
RNXS Birkenhead Unit, being HM XSV 174,
673 and 1068, preferably at sea. Contact Mr
M.P. Cocker, 10 Ellerbeck Road, Clevelys,
Lancashire FY5 1DH, tel 01253 865038.

Seeking RN/RM personnel who served

Rd, Sholing, Southampton SO19 1DG, tel
023 8039 1848, email: bobhamsf390@tis-
cali.co.uk Web: www.hmslochfad3.org/

HMS Newfoundland Association 1942-
59 reunion April 23-26 at Lakeside Holiday
Camp, Hayling Island. Details from Tom
Roxby, 8 Lindale Close, Buglawton,
Congteton CW12 2DG, tel 01260 279819,
email: Tom.Roxby@btinternet.com, website
www.hmsnewfoundland.org.uk

HMS Bonaventure (X-craft depot ship
1943-47) reunion at Skegness from April 26-
30. Contact Mrs Clements on 01458 253396
or Ralph Swain on 01604 844508.

May 2004
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HMS Ruler/885 Sqdn FAA reunion at the
Royal Beach Hotel, Portsmouth, May 14-17.
Details from John Robson on 028 9079 6538
or Ted Restall on 0117 932 7074.

HMS Forester (H74) reunion at St Ives
Hotel, St Annes, Blackpool from May 23-28.
Contact D. Headford on 01226 740637.

Laboe, Germany: Hubert (Harry) A.
James served in the RN during WWII and
since the war has worked to bring the two
nations together. On May 30, Harry will
donate his collection of plaques, documents
and photos to the Naval Memorial at Laboe,
an occasion to remember those who did not
survive. If you would like to attend, contact
Mrs Silke Hagemann, 78 Dunstan Street,
Netherfield, Notts NG4 2NZ for details.

in China Station pre-WWII, Battle for Crete
WWII, D-Day landings, Korea, Cyprus/EOKU
Campaign 1950s, Radian/Aden Campaign
1960s, Northern Ireland and Gulf War 1991.
Contact Carlo E. Mikkelsen, 2/63 Chartwell
Ave, Glenfield, Auckland, 1310. New Zealand
or email: cartonamvet@xtra.co.nz

Last Tot: Having long left the Andrew and
living in Kuwait, Chris Day invited sailors from
a frigate on Gulf patrol, which called at
Kuwait, for a spot of refreshment. Chris was
invited in return to be victualled-in for the last
tot. What ship was it? Contact Chris (Happy)
Day, 65 Avenue Road, St Neots, Cambs
PE19 1LH, tel: 01480 472901, email:
CDWDayQn tlwortd. com

S/Lt Timothy J. Tunnicliffe was flying
Barracudas with 815 MAS, based at Ayr-
Mullaghmore. On patrol in the North Irish
Sea on February 8, 1945, he saw below him
HMS Loch Quoich on her way to the Firth of
Clyde. A signal from an Aldiss Lamp was
passed when the plane plunged into the sea.
A rescue boat was launched but to no avail.
There were two others on the plane - S/Lt F.
Wilson and PO F. Johnson. The accident
happened two miles off Arran, opposite
Kingscross. If you can shed any further light
on this accident contact Timothy's brother,
Revd Martin Tunnicliffe, 202 Ralph Road,
Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands, tel 0121 745
6522 or email: martin@202rr.freeserve.co.uk

A/S Trawlers HMT Ehn and Honjo:
Seeking anyone who served in these
trawlers, and can speak of their loss in
Gibraltar, January 1942 ,and the suspected
bomb planted in Erin by a Spanish saboteur.
Also photos of the vessels. Contact Nick
Clark, Flat 2, 5, Wordsworth Rd, West
Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7AN, tel: 0115
981 6067 or email: nickclark@lineone.net

John Trivett Mike Salter seeks John
Trivett, in the Navy in the 1950s and was a
great friend of his father Brian and mother
Frances. Contact Mike on 01275 832986.

HMS Venerable 1945-6: Seeking stoker
Danny Graham, who lived at 43 Brown St,
Cameton, Stirlingshire. Danny, around 25 at
the time, was on board when he met F.
Springer, the pseudonym of Dutch writer
Carel Schneider, who was about 13 at the
time. Carel was being transported from an
internment camp on Java to Ceylon. Carel
and Danny became friends, tf anyone knows
where Danny is, contact Liesbeth Dolk,
Beekforel 1, 2318, MA Leiden, Netherlands
or email: Idolk@xs4all.nl

Calling Old
Shipmates
HMS Antelope, H36, 1941-44: W.M.
Sanderson has misplaced his address book
which included his old shipmates. If you
know Mr Sanderson, can you contact him so
that he can rebuild the book. Contact him at
Box 3A, CMP 15, Tulameen, BC. Canada.

HMS Constance Association 1945-51:
Seeking ex-crew members - reunions and
newsletters. Contact Eric, 01634 864279,
email: emest@hmsconstance.fsnet.co.uk

Fast Minelayers Association: Anyone
who served on the following ships are eligi-
ble to join: HM Ships Abdiel, Latona, Apolto,
Welshman, Ariadne and Manxman. Contact
Jim Calcraft on 01562 67822.

Fisgard, 713 Entry, September 1971:
Jim Reekie joined the RN at Fisgard, then
served in HM ships Minerva, Ghurka.
Hermes, Wotton, Farnella, Caledonia,
Gavinton, Cochrane, Brereton, Archer, RNR
Dundee and Clyde as well as LFS Dominica.
He would like to hear from former shipmates.
Contact Jim at 34 Ashgrove Road,
Aberdeen, AB25 3AD.Tel: 01224 484861 or
email: jim@jreekie.fsnet.co.uk

HMS Lavender K60 1943-44: John
Welch seeks shipmates from the Lavender.
Contact John at 39 Bearty Rd, Royal Oak,
Newport NP19 9GY, tel 01633 275302.

HMS Londonderry, 1st Commission
1960-2: Still seeking elusive shipmates.
Contact Dave Wickham, 12 Foxglove Close,
Ringmer, Sussex, tel: 01273 812842.

HMS Norfolk 1975-6: Seeking Artificer
'Pinkie' Burnham and REM Phil 'Soapy'
Watson, also LOEM Mick Nash from
Cleopatra 1978-9: Contact Pete Collett, 268
Palm Avenue, Hole Town, St James,
Barbados or email: pcotlett@lenstec.com

HMS Sirius early 1990s: George Nesbit
(PTI), Brum Broomfield (Sonar), 'Ambrose'
(gunner), Whisky Walker (RO) and Mark
(NAAFI) were on a London visit with Ashley
Salter on a tour they called 'Hide your gear'
in 1991. Ashley has a couple of videos of
you on that day that he is sure you would
want to see again. Contact him at 21 Whites
Meadow, Great Boughton, Chester CH3
5SR or email: ashley.salter@virgin.net

Steve (Geordie, Screamers,
Screaming Scull) Scullion, ex-cook, served
1975-89, in Ganges, Sultan, Pembroke,
Collingwood, Diomede, Cochrane, Zulu,
Eskimo, Rothesay, Rooke, 45 Cdo. If anyone
recalls him, contact him on 0191 469 8012
or email: stevescullion@hotmail.com

HMS Sumar, 'converted Yacht': Ray
Woodward is seeking any shipmates from
the Sumar, commissioned in 1943 Bermuda,
de-commissioned 1946 Trinidad, then sold to
America. What happened to her after that?
Contact Ray at 18 Brentwood, Sale.
Cheshire M33 6NA, tel: 0161 973 3060.

HMS Tally-Ho 1945-6: Derrick Allsopp
would like to hear from Jock Macullock, who
was married to Olga, lived in Stanley, Co.
Durham. Contact Derrick at 8 Wren Park
Close, Ridgeway, Sheffield S12 3XT, tel:
01142475854.

victory Barracks, Portsmouth, June 21
1955: Looking for classmates from
Telegraphist initial training - Lofty Foote
(Holborn), Paul Whitfield (Huddersfield),
John Evans (Treorchy), Don McCarthy
(Merthyr Tydfil), Paddy McKeown
(Waterford), Cyril Peacock (Norwich?),
Rodney Beach (Bournemouth) plus others
whose names escape but not the faces.
Contact Robin (Tatf) Whitchurch, 11-22740 -
116th Avenue, Maple Ridge, BC, Canada,
V2X 2X7 or email: bizmentor@shaw.ca

Wembley Sea Cadet Band 1944-45:
Seeking ex-members of the band or cadets
stationed at the Wembley Arenas. John D.
Morley wants to hear from you - write to
23670 36a Avenue, Langley, BC, Canada
V2Z 2J6, email, johndmoriey@shaw.ca

HMS Whitesand Bay: Trying to contact
AB G. Reid, who served on board about
1950-52. Contact Geoff Nightingale, 268
Galley Hill, Gadebridge, Hemel Hempstead
HP1 3LD, tel: 01442 263405.

• A multi-track approach towards better provision of IT and tele-
vision services, using new and existing capabilities on ships, is
being driven by the Rebalancing Lives initiative

RFAs unable to be fitted for
TOMS, after which frigates and
destroyers will be considered if the
trials arc successful.

Capt Ancona said: "Making life
easier and better for people is core
business for CINCFLEET's N6
division.

"Like many others, they have
been working hard on a number of
initiatives that may have a signifi-
cant impact.

"When it comes to connectivity,
whether shore telephone lines or
TV at sea, there is often a miscon-
ception that a commercial solution
is sitting on the shelf at Curry's.

"Unfortunately, life is more

complicated than that; not least
due to the impact systems can have
on weapons and sensors.

"However, rest assured Fleet
communications specialists are on
to Rebalancing Lives problems and
a great deal is being done."

Lieutenant Commander
Andy Arnold

Many congratulations on this very

special occasion of 25 years service

We are all so proud
Love Yvonne, Victoria, Sophia,

Martin, Mum, Dad,
Kate & Richard

Digital Computer Camera Systems
Have all your Photographic and Imaging requirements resolved in one
go. Have your Digital Images, Negatives or Print's put onto canvas, DVD,
CD or enlarged. We will create your own image library. For full details
please visit www.dccsystems.co.uk Email: sales@dccsystems.co.uk

or Write to PO Box 194, Gillingham, Kent ME7 3JB.
Text oriel 07956 626274. Fax: 08717 333509 or 08717 333510.

Leave your name address, & contact details we will call you back. Discount
For serving members of HM Forces. International Orders Welcome.

THE TRECARN HOTEL
Babbacombe, Torquay

The Naval Reunion Specialist
2 days DBB £63.50 pp. 3 days DBB £83.50 pp

(prices include Banquet meal)

We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for:

HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMSTENBY,

HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION.

CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA.

The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can

accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 300

Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association

regardless of its membership size.
For Information please contact:

BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL: 01803 329292

Tile- Affectation^ of
Royal Navy Officers

Patron Her Majesty The Queen

In addition to being a leading charity
for officers and their depend-
ants, ARNO is a membership
association which is open to serving
and retired commissioned officers of
the RN, RM, QARNNS, former
WRNS and their Reserves. The
association has 9,550 members for
whom it provides financial, social, and
other advantages, the financial alone
giving savings which substantially
exceed the annual subscription (£12
per annum or £ 180 for Life)

Tel: 020 74025231
Fax: 020 7402 5533
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO

Membership benefits include:
• Many trade discounts including

RAC membership at £41 per
year - Europe wide cover

• A thick colourful Year Book
• A list of members' names,

addresses and interests
(also available online by secure
means)

• Free financial, legal and property
advice

• A mail redirection facility
• A free *home exchange' facility
• A uniforms and swords for sale

and wanted facility
• Sword knots at a fraction of the

normal price (£15)
• Use of the Naval Club in Mayfair
and much more

For membership opp/icotion form, pteose complete the following:

TO: LT CDR I H P COOMBES RN.ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON W2 3TP
Please send me details and a membership application form:
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Draftv

Take command
of your future

Command
Courses
Y O U R E M E M B E R
Leadership Courses don't
you?

Well forget them!
At the beginning of 2003

'Leadership Courses' became
"Command Courses" - the Senior
Rates Command Course (SRCC)
and the Leading Rates Command
Course (LRCC).

Recognising the RN's duty of
care required to ensure that those
trusted with the command of our
men and women are properly
trained to exercise this responsibil-
ity, this training has been a manda-
tory requirement before promo-
tion for a number of years.

It has, however, proved neces-
sary in recent years to allow

The Cast:
Drafting Co-ordination Officer:

Lt Cdr Mervyn Dunhill (93844 2565)
Assistant Drafting Co-ordinator:

CPOWTR Billy Foot (93844 2567)
Course Co-ordinator:

Mrs Linda Ahern (93844 2566)
Draft Order Processor:

Mrs Pam Miles (93844 2532)
Security Vetting Monitoring Officer (SVMO):

Miss Jane Morris (9380 20486)

A message from the Drafting
Co-ordination Office

waivers to this requirement
because of a lack of training capac-
ity.

Measures taken over the last
year, however, have ensured that
there is now sufficient capacity for
the steady state requirement and
to eliminate the backlog that has
b u i l t up.

The SRCC capacity has been
increased from 22 to 33 and the
LRCC capacity, which was reduced
to accommodate the upl if t on the
SRCC, increases from 22 to 35 in
November with the provision of
four extra instructors.

The message, therefore, is that
Command Courses arc the flavour

of the month and there is no
escape for those selected for pro-
motion from Able Rate to Leading
Rate and from Lcadirm Rate to
Petty Officer.

The same applies to advance-
ment to CPO Artificer, and, for
those who escaped Petty Officers
Leadership Course under the "old
rules", consideration for selection
for promotion to Chief or Warrant
Officcr(l &2).

Drafty is always looking for
short-notice volunteers to fill last-
minute vacancies on courses, so if
you want to do yourself a favour,
get in touch with the Course Co-
ordinator - sec the panel below left
- and get your C240 on its way.

The Medical Downgrade (MD)
variants of Command Courses arc
sti l l available for those physically
unfit for the rigours of the normal
courses but there is now a more
rigorous procedure for being put
into one of the medical categories
which qualifies you to attend an
MD course.

Since June, only a Medical
Board of Survey has the authority
to excuse an individual permanent-
ly from the RN Fitness Test and the
physical aspects of Command
Courses (the new medical category

DRAFTING

If for Higher ft cites you crxxvc
Certain rules you cannot -waive

Command Courses first you do
Or lose your pi ace5 in the queue

'He wanted an OK for his old woman to do the course for
him because she's so much better at bossing people about!'

P2Z) or just the physical aspects of
Command Courses (P2L3 and
P2U3).

You can read up all about
Command Courses in RNTM
240/02.

Developed
Vetting (DV)

With the demise of the RN
Vetting Unit and the birth of the
Defence Vetting Agency (DVA),
the Naval Service has had to
change the way in which the DV
process is initiated.

The main hindrance to the DVA
getting on with the DV process has
often been the inordinate delay in

the DV subject returning correctly
completed questionnaires.

To speed up the process, there-
fore, the questionnaires are now
issued by the Naval Secretary's
department, instead of DVA, for
officers, Naval Ratings and RM
Other Ranks alike, as soon as an
appointment or draft order to a bil-
let requiring a DV is raised; this
also brings us into line with the
Army and the RAF.

This alone would not speed up
the process, and in parallel with
this initiative, the post of Security
Vetting Monitoring Officer
(SVMO), working for the Naval
Secretary, has been established in
Victory Building.

SVMO is made aware whenever
DV questionnaires arc despatched
to DV subjects, and there is a
return slip enclosed with the ques-
tionnaires which is to be signed
and returned to her.

As a DV subject, therefore, you
can expect to be hassled if either
you do not acknowledge receipt of
the questionnaires, or they have
not been received by SVMO within
the stipulated six weeks.

SVMO is also the central Naval
contact for all queries concerning
the processing of Developed
Vetting questionnaires, but not the
vetting itself, which is the domain
of the DVA.

Accommodation

UNION JACK
CLUB

Opposite Waterloo Main Line
Station and ideal location for
visiting the London Eye, Imax
cinema and all the attractions

of central London.
Wide range of bedrooms

continually being improved to
suit all tastes and budgets.

TV and telephone now in
all en-suite bedrooms.

Ask to stay here when visiting
London on duty.

For more information contact:

Reservations Office
UNION JACK CLUB

Sandell Street
London SE1 8UJ

Tel: 020-7928 4814
Fax: 020-7620 0565
e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk

ADJOINING PLYMOUTH
HOE AND SEAFRONT

Friendly guest house, CTV's,
Tea/Coffee, C.H., mostly en suite.

Posh 4 poster. Parking. From £18 p.p.
Rdgcumbe Guest House
50 Pier Street, West Hoe

Tel 01752 660675
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk

iQRTSMOUT
LADY

HAMILTON
Closest B+B to Naval Base,
100 yards from main gate,
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/

HMS Warrior/
Museums all on doorstep.
22 rooms most en-suite,
singles/doubles/twins +

family rooms, colourT.V,
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house

Tel: 023 9287 0505

ROOM FOR RENT Wanted,
someone to rent a room in the
Waterlooville area (5 miles north oi
Portsmouth) with shared lacilites.
Cost £55 per week payable monthly
in advance, non smoker and service
person preferred lor details contact
Jell on (17709 500385

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.
CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER - £80.00
OTHER MONTHS - £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE NIGHTLY - £15.00
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00

CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS.

BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER.
MR CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS.

TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm
www.garianhouse.co.uk

i« Ctonfes
Gillingham, Kent

100 Bedrooms - 250 Seat Banquet Hall - Free Parking
Chatham Dockyard ~ Royal Engineers Museum

Ideal for Day Trips to France, London or Leeds Castle
Medway is ideal for your ships reunion or a weekend break

with one of our specially tailored RNA packages.
Telephone Debbie on 01634 830303 for further details or bookings

Go Online @
www.navynews.co.uk

in
3 nio;ht« I'rom . / 'Yii OO per pers
Bed and BrealcFact
Late Wn»hi Shopping - Thurydav*
Chriftma* Liiphtc
Civ*!-* And German £««••«
All *vip*-» «F room available
November 13th to Chri«tma«

The Sunrav Hotel, Alfred Street,

1 1 / / /ti /<*(cf>, -v /

FLORIDA VILLA
4 MILES FROM DISNEY

3 Beds, 2 Bath, Air-conditioned
home on private estate with 3

pools, fitness room, Jacuzzi, sauna.
Close to golf courses and all major

attractions and restaurants.

from £295.00pw 2003/4
Tel 01628 475098

WALMER SEAFRONT

-Ajp ar tment s
2&3 bedroomed, 2 bath/shower.

Together sleeps 12.
SkyTV, dishwasher, fully equipped.
Phone for availability or brochure.

01304 371449 or email
ken@palmers3@f reenetname.co.uk

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB
All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members
who may be visiting the Plymouth area.
FUNCTIONS: We cater tor all types of functions at very
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an
ideal facility.

Royal Fleet Club
Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

JMD PROPERTY LETTING
PROPERTIES IN SCOTLAND

Do you have properties
sitting vacant?

If so call JMD as we have
potential tenants

Tel: 01436 831 272
www.jmdprOpertyletting.co.uk

HAVEYOU
CONSIDERED
ADVERTISING

ON OUR WEBSITE?
Now you can reach

a truly global audience!
To find out more contact:

Sheila Thompson
023 9275 6951

www. navy news, co.uk

PLYMOUTH
Osmond Quest 'House.

' Pier Street, West Woe
1 w 01752 229705

Bed and Breakfast from £18-£25.00
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms

. CTV. Tea/Coffee making. ./
^\ Mostly tin-suite. Parking, /jt

CANTERBURY HOTEL
SOUTHSEA

u'H'ii'- cant erhttryhotelxr0np.com

RESERVATIONS
023 9229 3136 - 023 9282 1508

* Room, Bed & Breakfast from
£22.50 a night

• Modem, Comfortable
Accommodation Close to Sea Front

• 20 En-Suite Rooms Available
• Book Online -

Group Discounts Available
Off Road Car Parking

Do You Have Rooms or Property to let? Reach a Worldwide Audience!
Contact our advertising team on 023 9272 5O62 : O23 9272 4226 :O23 9275 6951
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WASTE DISPOSAL UNIT,

'Stores bloke thinks these first issue items must be past their wear-by date now!' (See centre pages)

NEWSVIEW
The
con

Dolitics of
lainment

CLOSE on the heels of last month's report on the
alarming rise of piracy comes another with potential-
ly much more chilling implications for the protection

of our interests - on the use of container ships as vehicles
for transporting terrorism.

Just because, post-September 11, all the attention has
focused on air transport doesn't mean we should be blind
to the fact that the issue of sea container vulnerability is
clearly an accident waiting to happen.

Especially since the vast majority of all trade cargo, now
as ever, is carried by sea. And latterly, of course, mostly in
huge containers which are seen to be particularly difficult
to safeguard from all kinds of misuse. You can pack an
awful lot of Semtex into one of these big boxes.

The RAND Europe think tank study on 'Seacurity' shows
that there is a long way to go to raise awareness of the
threat. Above all, it demonstrates the need for govern-
ments and public and private stakeholders to work togeth-
er to combat it.

When we learn that the contents of less than two per
cent of all containers are subject to checks, alarm bells
should be ringing loud and clear.

A major part of the problem is that there is currently a
whole lot of confusion about ownership and responsibility.
In the United States around nine governmental agencies
have some role in national security regarding the marine
sector - but so far none of them has taken control.

In Europe there is even less clear ownership, with each
country taking responsibility for its own national security
issues. There is no single European body that deals with
port and maritime security.

So this is a wake-up call that all who have ears to hear
should listen to if we are ever going to be able to prevent
the expansion of our common enemy's seemingly implaca-
ble hostile intent.

Meanwhile we have just celebrated two prime exam-
ples of international co-operation - in Holland, with
the 30th anniversary of the UK/Netherlands joint

Amphibious Force, and in Norway, marking the joint enter-
prise British, Norwegian, Polish and French forces' attempt
to avert Nazi occupation in 1940.

The latter campaign may have been a failure in the short
term, but as our Greek visitor Cdr Cdr Constantine J.
Mazarakis-Enian wisely notes, military operations have to
be judged, not by their local success or lack of the same,
but by their broader results. (See Letters, page 6).

The military forces of many of these countries have con-
tinued to work side by side in more recent, widespread
theatres of conflict, including Iraq, the Balkans and
Afghanistan.

They may not hope to achieve instant results - but once
again we have to look to the long term.

U In an interview with the magazine Warships, First Sea
Lord Admiral Sir Alan West is quoted: "In an era where the
maritime terrorist threat is a clear and present danger, it
does concern me that we may be overstretched to provide
escorts for looking after high value units and shipping. But
we are looking at a range of options to tackle this . . . The
threat of suicide boat attack is present beyond the Gulf,
never mind in it."

2SL drums up
diverse
support
THE SECOND Sea Lord spent a day with
Southampton's ethnic groups, talking about careers
in the Royal Navy with elders and young people of
the city's Afro-Caribbean and Muslim communities.

Vice Admiral James
Burnell-Nugent called at the
Wheatsheaf Trust which
specialises in raising
awareness of career oppor-
tunities, economic develop-
ment and lifelong learning.

He then moved on to the
African-Caribbean Centre
in St Mary's and the Muslim
Council of Southampton at
their local mosque.

The Royal Navy's
Diversity Action Team visits
schools and colleges and
multi-faith centres all over
the country.

And the RN as a whole is
more and more sensitive to
the needs of people of dif-
ferent cultures, considers
individual dietary require-
ments and clothing and
puts aside time for prayers
and religious observances.

Said Admiral Burnell-
Nugent: "I am keen for
today's Royal Navy to
include as many young
people as possible from
culturally diverse back-
grounds and my visit to
Southampton has been a
great opportunity to pass
that on directly.

"I hope it has shown that
the Royal Navy is sensitive
to the needs of different
faiths and ethnic communi-
ties and is always happy to
listen to and address any
concerns about perceived

barriers to joining the
Service."

For more information
about the RN's Diversity
Action Teams, contact Lt
Cdr Erne Onyike on 0207
305 3299.

• TUNING IN: 2SL takes
steel drum lessons from
Mark Forbes-Broomes
(right) and (below) listens to
Muhammed Miah and his
sister Aleha

Pictures: PO(PHOT) Gary Davies
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Huge
bomb
found
close
to gas
pipe

A l . O O O I b bomb lying
close to a gas pipeline
35 miles off Cromer,
Norfolk was successful-
ly tackled by the RN
Southern Diving Unit
(SDU2).

The item was 90m
from a gas pipe branch
section, 70m from a
supply platform and only
10m from a main supply
pipe.

A team of five
deployed to the scene
and was ready to dive by
0700 the following morn-
ing.

Once personnel had
been evacuated from the
platform and gas pres-
sure within the pipes
reduced, the team
attached a lifting bag to
the bomb and moved it
three miles to the west
where it was safely deto-
nated.

In the space of a sin-
gle week last month
SOU2 dealt with this and
another t.OOOIb bomb, a
torpedo and a 1,600lb
German parachute mine.

This is very much the
norm, though - in an
average year SDU2 han-
dles over 270 call-outs
which last year included
20 tasks involving
1,000lb bombs or larger
ordnance.

Freedom
fighters
honoured • FREEDOM FIGHTERS: 40 Cdo RM

march through the streets of Taunton
after receiving the Freedom of the
Borough

AFTER distinguishing them-
selves in Iraq lately, 40 Cdo
Royal Marines have received
their home town's highest hon-
our - the Freedom of the
Borough of Taunton.

It was formally granted at a
special Council meeting on
September 8 and received by 40
Cdo Commanding Officer Lt Col
Richard Watts from the Lord
Mayor of Taunton Deane, Cllr
Andrew Govier.

The award coincides with the
20th anniversary of the UUnit's
presence in the area.

After much liaising with local
Council officials by Maj Justin
Holt, OC A Company, and
rehearsals at Norton Manor
Camp under thgc guidance of
CSgt Brum Warrington and his
drill sergeants, the day came to
proudly march through the
streets of Taunton with drums
beating, Colours flying and bayo-
nets fixed as permitted by the
Freedom.

The Parade, including the
Band of the Royal Marines from
Britannia Royal Naval College
Dartmouth, was warmly applaud-
ed by spectators along the way,
invit ing comparisons with the
Queen's Jubilee visit.

On returning to Camp, the
Colour Party was invited to l iquid
refreshment in the Officers' Mess
in recognition of their efforts.

[Brecon beats the Bann
HMS BRECON became the first Royal Navy ship in nearly 20
years to call at Coleraine in Northern Ireland last month.

She arrived there after moving up five miles of the scenic but
navigationally challenging River Bann to be greeted by the
Mayor, Cllr Dessie Stewart, who had requested the visit.

Last ship in the area was HMS Shavington of the RNR in 1984.
Ship's tours were organised for a variety of groups and

Brecon's soccer team were narrowly beaten 4-3 by the local
police.

Said Commanding Officer Lt Paul Stroude: "Let's hope it's not
another 20 years before another RN vessel visits Coleraine."
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Model
plans
to save
historic
ships
HISTORIC ships arc not treated
in the same way as buildings, gar-
dens and railways and generally
the public are not as aware of the
organisations behind their preser-
vation as they could be.

This was the conclusion of an
informal Historic Vessels Meeting
at the Royal Naval College
Greenwich, called to discuss prob-
lems facing those not yet listed on
the National Register.

The group called for an action
plan to ensure effective practical
action to preserve ships and the
development of a forum of differ-
ent interest groups..

Specifically, it wanted the
National Register's date criteria
changed or a new category put in
place so that ships of national
interest were not lost and a fast
track system if a ship becomes at
risk - similar to the process used
by English Heritage to prevent
buildings being demolished.

Meanwhile Chatham Historic
Dockyard Trust, the South East
England Development Agency,
the National Maritime Museum,
the Imperial War Museum, and
the Science Museum have
announced a working partnership
to secure funding for the prepara-
tion of a Lottery Fund application
for the renovation of an historic
building in Chatham to house the
National Ship Model Collection -
the Dockyard's 1806 No.l
Smithery.

Together, the three museums
hold around 4,000 models dating
from the 17th century, most of
them in store with very l imited
public access.

Whoops! That wasn't our 102!
THE MTB102 Trust was pleased
to read the write up on the
World War II motor torpedo
boat last month - unfortunately
she wasn't at Cowes Week this
year . . .

To our eternal shame we
mixed her up with another vet-
eran, the RAF high speed
launch which (deliberately to
confuse people like us, we
reckon) has the same pennant-
number.

Not quite the same thing, as
all Coastal Forces men will
point out.

This summer the Vospers-
built MTB102 has continued to
please the crowds at events on
the East Coast, especially the
Lowestoft and Oulton Broad
Motor Boat Club centenary cel-
ebrations, shown here, and
Great Yarmouth Maritime
Festival.

The MTB102 Trust exists to
operate, maintain, promote and
fund her.

Details of the Friends of
MTB102 may be obtained from

Chief Engineer Richard Basey
at Hilltop, Castle Street,
Wroxham, Norfolk NR12 SAB,
tel 01603 782068. The Coastal
Forces Veterans Association

would like to point out that Cdr
Chris Dreyer, whose obituary
we carried last month, com-
manded MTB 102 at the time of
the Dunkirk evacuation.

'Jointery' spells the
end for DNO

AFTER 91 years the Directorate of Naval
Operations - memorably depicted on screen in
the film Sink the Bismarck - has completed its
final watch in the MOD.

Since its inception in 1912 the DNO has supported
RN operations through two world wars and the more
recent conflicts in the Falklands, Gulf, former
Yugoslavia and Iraq.

But in a changing world and with the development
of Joint Operations and Joint Headquarters along
with predominantly coalition operations, a reorganisa-

tion has hcen ordered within the MOD.
This has created four new joint directorates in the

Commitments Area to replace the single Service struc-
tures.

Said Cdrc Peter Encrlc: "It has hcen my privilege to
lead DNO through a particularly rewarding and chal-
lenging period, hut with all operations being in t r ins i -
cally joint it is right to change and move on.

"I have the utmost confidence that the correct level
of informed advice wi l l he provided in the new look
Joint Commitments organisation."

MilNet UK
ISP for the

UK Armed Forces

We donate a proportion of our
profits to UK Service Charities

Write for free CD to MilNet, PO Box 4111,
Blandford, Dorset, DT11 7YH

www.milnet.uk.net
AC IIYOROGRAPHICA TABULA

A World of Exploration
Decorative maps and sea charts

Fine quality prints published
by the British Admiralty

Available from

www. seachesL co. uk
Tel: 0] "52 222012

The Admiralty Collection *V
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VGentlemans Magazine f 1751	

up to this point been										I" Above: A map showing Haslarbridge in	
accommodated in the

place and the open square at	
builders' huts around							 UtIthe heart of the hospital	
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nd hearty
50 years
tend to the sick and wounded. This year, despite the demands on Service
an ever and the military hospital is at the forefront of the National Health

LA ILIE-A-U ii. iii

0 the 18th century

that executive command of Haslar
would he better in the hands of
Naval captains.

Capt William Yeo was the first
to take command in August 1795.
lie was followed in 1808 by Capt
Charles Craven, in whose time
Haslar opened its gates it) other
than Naval personnel for the first
1 ime, including Prisoners of War
from America and Ar-my men from
the battle of Corunna.

It was not until 1795 that the
first bridge was built over Haslar
creek between hospital and town.
It look some thirty years of plead-
ing before the decision was taken
in 1791 to approve the plans for
the bridge.

In the meantime people had
been carried front Gospon to
1 laslarand back again by mcans of
,an industrious and iticnitive fern-
boat business.

With the arrival of' the bridee a
disgrun tied former ferryman. It is-
itil, out on Ill.,, previous income,
decided to build a pub on the
Gospon end tit' the nL-A crossin.g.

which did wonders in

recovering his lost for-
tunes.'

I'llis led to an

ongoing battle of wills
between publican and

hospital Governor.
with increasingly des-
perate efforts to
reduce drunkenness

among staff and
patients.
The situation was

resolved in 1801 when
the bridge was
destroyed for unspeci-
fied reasons.

In its place a new
temporary wooden
footbridge was con-

structed by the Royal Engineers in
1811. This alsoproved ill-fated and
collapsed three years later.

In 1835 another road bridge was

completed, and this was to he
adapted, renovated and rebuilt,
with passage between town and

hospital firmly established.
In 1848 a review of the hospital

found that there were more pen-
sioners than seamen being tended
to within the grounds. And further
investigation revealed that many of
these were not even Naval pen-
sioners, merely old folk who uncar-
ing relatives had dumped on the

hospital as a convenient tending
ground.

A	

f'	le, 7-1 years the medies
,net: more wrested con-
rol of the hospital hack
o the doctors with the

top position going to a Medical
Officer in	 Charge.

It was not until 191(1 that the
first Surgeon Rear Admiral took
command of the I laslar site.

A.'. a curious corollary as to the
survival of so much of'
I Iaslars antique
buildings despite the

heavy bombings of the
Portsmouth area in
the two World Wars, it
seems that thehospi-talescaped much of
the Luftwaffe's atten-
tion deliberately: its
water tower was con-
sidered a handy navi-

gational aid by the

emy pilots trying tone
locate

	

their
Portsmouth targets.

Contrary to the

original plans of the
18th century. the open

'	

piazza was eventually
to he developed, and
in 1984 the Cross Link
was opened in the
heart of the hospital.

Medical need over-
rode the original artis-
tic vision, with the
benefits (it' moderni-

sation, communications and addi-
tional facilities forcing new build
to accommodate the expanding
requirements.

For the past year a successful
Diagnostic Treatment Centre
(DTC) has been operating from
within Royal Hospital Ila.slar, its
nine operating theatres have been
working to full capacity, and a

comprehensive suite of hospital
services are on offer at the
Gosport site.
The DTC offers a fast-track

surgery centre, protecting sched-
uled routine operations from the

abrupt cancellations of pressing
emergency priorities.

Royal I lospital I Iaslar continues
to provide care to the military and
local communities, in partnership
with Portsmouth NllSlhjst.
The successes of this year have

been despite the demands on the

military personnel at the hospital
with a number of people deployed
to Iraq and Kuwait as part of the
war against Saddam Hussein,

It is thought that the current
commanding officer, Surg ('apt
Lionel Jarvis, is the first CO of
1-laslar Hospital to have deployed
to a theatre of operations.

Events have been going on all

year, including a special Ilaslar
celebration ale brewed by the local
Gosport Oakleaf brewery.

October 23. the actual day of the
250th anniversary of the admission
of the first patient, will he the
occasion of this year's celebratory
Trafalgar Dinner, with prince
Michael of Kent. Commodore of
the Royal Naval Reserve, as guest
of honour.

The day before a ceremonial
march will take place through the
streets of Gosport to mark the
anniversary with colours lobe pre-
sented to the Mayor 1)1 ( iosport.

" For more information, write
to: Lt Col Phil Ward. RH Haslar
250 Committee, Royal Hospital
Haslar, Gosport, Hampshire,
P012 2AA
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" Top: Aerial views of
Royal Hospital Haslar,
taken earlier this year
" Top right: The 1885
water tower that helped
guide German aircraft in
to attack Portsmouth
" Below: The latest in
early 20th century clinical
practice on proud
display
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S Top: St Luke's Church photographed in
the early 20th century

With thanks to: Eric Birbeck, RH Haslar 250
Committee, and RH Haslar MODPhotographic

Department
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/n Hie Wardroom by Edward Pelham Brenton shows officers drink-
ing wine at a light framed table. It is one of many charming ar.d
unusual illustrations in Men o' War (Carlton £16.99) by Peter
Goodwin, the Keeper and Curator of HMS Victory.

Between March 15 and May 23 1810 HMS Theseus carried 2,801
gallons of wine. It was issued as a substitute for beer for ships
serving in the Mediterranean, each man receiving two pints daily.

Above: a 200-year-old ship's biscuit. Baked twice for hardening,
these biscuits could last indefinitely, provided they were kept dry.
The author points out that it is a misconception that they were
always full of weevils and maggots: "Weevils can be found in flour
even today, but being so minute they simply blend during the
cooking process."That's alright, then...

Old Lochinvar recalled
I IMS LOCHINVAR. the minesweeper base at Port Edgar, South
Quecnsferry quit by the RN in 1975, is now a yacht and repair marina.

When Reggie Ash revisited the place in April this year he found that
physically there was l i t t le change. In a foreword to his memoir The Saga
of HMS Lochinvar Admiral of the Fleet Sir Julian Oswald remembers a
lot of hard work by the support staff, though, of which Reggie was a lead-
ing member.

"To exaggerate, only slightly, we used to beat 'the hell out of our ships
at sea, return thankful ly to harbour, collapse alongside the jetty and invite
the support boys to sort everything out - usually by 0800 the following
morning! What is remarkable is how often they did just that.

"We don't have wooden ships any longer, equipment is now much more
reliable, embarked technical staffs are much stronger both in skills and in
number, and we might, just, forget about the days when the shore support
team were very much front line players. I hope we won't."

The Saga of HMS Lochinvar is available at £7 plus 6()pp from Reggie
Ash at 36 Bridges Avenue, Cosham, Hants POft 4PA. All proceeds will go
to a children's charity.

A uthority was strict ^^f^^^ * r •

ASISr.p pnon\became a challenge to get the ^L J • JH 1 %^ ^ % M ^ J '" fp n
better of anyone in charge. ^^j^^ ^M^V I ^^^^ ^^^* ^^^^ •

• HMS Caledonia - -In HMS Caledonia - The
Apprentices Story Alan Maryon
remembers that even civilian
instructors were subjected to prac-
tical jokes:

"One of them in the workshops
(a lathe instructor I believe) was
quite small. He was also bald and
very conscious of his baldness - he
would put his head inside the lift-
up top of his desk to put on his
working bowler hat.

"His habit of having his hair cut
at regular intervals gave the

dreaming
E20%

••** •->*•years, • ^
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apprentices the chance to play a
trick on him by gradually adding
pieces of th in paper inside the
bowler hat to make it feel tight.

"They would then remove them
all just before he had his hair cut,
making the hat drop down over his
eyes."

Apprentices tried to retain some
of their individuality by distorting
their caps, Ian Rogers recalls.

"Authority had come to accept
this as inevitable, and no-one was
forced to buy a new one unless they
had taken the process too far.

"Thus I gave mine the treat-

ment, which was to cut down the
stiffener at the back, re-sewing the
lining, and soaking in a bowl of
water. The top was then pulled so
that it sloped downward at the
back. It stayed that way when it
dried.

"A final touch was to bend the
peak somewhat downward as
well."

U The book, marking the cente-
nary of the training of boy artifi-
cers in the RN, is available at
£19.50 inc pp from OCAAA Book
Offer, PO Box 100, Brcdbury,
Stockport SK6 4WY. Cheques

made payable to OCAAA Book
a/c.

HMS Repulse Refuelling at
the Point, Durban Harbour,
October 1941.

The watercolour by Nils
Severin Andersen is one of
72 Paintings of The Bay of
Natal by Nigel Hughes, avail-
able at £45 from Conance
Ltd, 15-17 Wood Street,
Barnet, Herts ENS 4AT.

They cover the years 1845-
1982 with explanatory text
and British Admiralty Charts
showing the development of
Durban Harbour.

The battlecruiser Repulse
arrived at Durban on October
3, 1941 with a West-South
convoy. Soon after, she was
detached to the East Indies

Station and on November 28
was met by the new battle-
ship HMS Prince of Wales in
Colombo, Ceylon.

As a deterrent against fur-
ther Japanese aggression,
both ships departed in com-
pany for Singapore where
they lay when war broke out
with Japan on December 7.
Accompanied by four
destroyers, they sailed the
next day with the intention of
cutting off the Japanese line
of supply in the north-east of
the Malay Peninsula.

Air cover requested failed
to materialise and Admiral
Sir Tom Phillips decided to
return to Singapore.

Doomed
ship at
Durban
But the Fleet was attacked

by some 30 Japanese
bombers and 50 torpedo
bombers off Kuantan. Both
capital ships were lost.
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ALL-ELECTRIC WARRIOR
BLOHM and Voss shipyard
in Hamburg began con-
struction of U-boats rela-
tively late in World War II,
but soon was the most effi-
cient in Germany.

The reason for their suc-
cess was the introduction
of a production line for the
revolutionary all-electric
Type XXI submarine (right)
of which 119 were built,

Few saw much action,
but they greatly influenced
post war submarine
designs in terms of stream-
lined hulls, simple unclut-
tered conning towers,
enlarged batteries and
mechanical loading of tor-
pedoes.

Inset: A cheerful worker
at the Blohm and Voss
works, Hamburg.

- From Germany at War -
Unique Colour Photo-
graphs of the Second
World War by Lt Col George
Forty with picture research
by Joanne King (Carlton
£25

Vertical
take-off

A de Havilland Sea Venom is hoisted aboard the
liner Clan MacLennan at Avonmouth, August
1959. The aircraft was being shipped to East
Africa, possibly to join British forces engaged
against the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya.

- From The Port of Bristol by Andy King
(Tempus £12.99)

MB : (fed Rough, tough rider

.-.-;. - • " - : '

MODERN special
forces have always
made use of small
water-borne craft for
their operations and
they still play a vital
role, even though heli-
copters have largely
replaced them as the
primary means of
troop delivery.

Fast assault boats
like the Royal
Marines' 1985 Rigid
Raider, illustrated
here, are used in
amphibious landings,
for river patrols, to
guard against terrorist
attacks and to chase
down drug smug-
glers.

Powered by a 250hp
engine, the Rigid
Raider can carry eight
fully armed Royal
Marines and has a
range of 230 miles.

- From Ultimate
Special Forces
(Dorling Kindersley
£17.99) by Hugh
McManners

This Month's Book Bargains
BATTLECRUISERS (Roberts) Traces the
development ol the class from Invincible to
Hood Was £32.50 Now £22.50

BY SEA AND LAND p/b (Neillands) The story
of the Royal Marines Commandos

Was £7.99 Now £4.99

U-BOAT 977 (Schaeffer) Written by the boat's
Commander Was £17.99 Now £9.99

U-Boat OPERATIONS OF WWII (Wynn) Two
volume set Was £60.00 Now £29.99

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE
UK POSTAGE

MARITIME BOOKS
Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL

Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747
Send for a catalogue or see our website at:

www.navybooks.com

DO YOU HAVE A
BOOK TO PUBLISH?

We are currently seeking books
in all categories.

Please write for details quoting reference 'S23' to:

SBRENDIPITY
Suite 530, 37 Store Street, Bloomsbury,

London. WCIE 7QF
Telephone & Facsimile 0845 130 2434

PUBLISH
YOUR BOOK

with

Raby Books
We are currently seeking books in all categories

Write lor details to
Raby Books (NN). The Coach House,

Eggleston Hall, Eggleston, Barnard Castle,
County Durham, DL12 OAG

Tel: 01833650583 Fax: 01833 650681

NAVAL AND MARITIME
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD
LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1)

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Frank Smith Maritime Books,

98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL.

Telephone: 01912656333

FEARLESS & INTREPID
1965-2002
By Neil Mi-Carl

R>r the first lime the careers o!" the Navy's first
wo purpose-built assault ships are covered in

full, from Ihcir building in the 1960s to their
eventual decommissioning at Portsmouth in the

first decade of the 2lsl ccnlury. There are 140 high quality photographs of the two
ships, including nine in colour. Hard back with ful l colour laminated dust jacket
featuring a magnificent bow view of HMS Fearless. Order now, don't miss your
chance to buy this unique book.
Price £24.00 + p&p. ISBN I 901225 07 0
Also Still Available in Hardback:
COLOSSUS-CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1944-1972 £24.00 + P&P
HMS HERMKS 1923 & 1959 £24.00 + P&P
HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN'S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + P&P
HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 £18.95 + P&P
HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.00 + P&P
THRKE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 £23.00 + P&P
TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 £21.50 + P&P
ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P
HMS GLORY 1944-1961 £19.95 + P&P
Please add £2.50 p&p for the UK & I-U or £4.50 for worldwide surface mail. Payment
by sterling cheque, postal order. (>r by VISA/M ASTtiRCARI). Telephone/I-'ax/Hmail orders welcomed.

Prom KAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans IJIIK, Cheltenham. Olos O1.5I 9QA.
Tcl/l-'ax:OI242 580290 / Kinail: unlri •,'••• l:m-[)nbli.;MinMvi 12 ami or onjer from g(X)d rxxikshops.

PeriSCOpe Publishing Ltd. S3 Banvis Terrace, Pcnzancc, Cornwall TR18 2AW
Tel/Fax: 01736 330769 Buy securely online at: www.peri.soipcpuhlishing.com

BOOKS
U-Boat Hunters - Robert M Grant £14.99 I £2 OOp&p ISBN 1904381154 "NEW
Dreadnought, The Modern Battleship - Richard Hough C22.99 * £3.00p&p ISBN 1904381111 "NEW1

Falklands 1914 Richard Hough £14.99 * £2.00p&p ISBN 190438112X "NEW
Admirals in Collision - Richard Hough £14.99 i £2.00p&p ISBN 1904381138 "NEW
The Big Battleship - Richard Hough £14.99 + £2 OOp&p ISBN 1904381146 "NEW"
The Fighting Tenth John Wingate £15.99 t £2.50p&p ISBN 1904381162 "NEW
Lost Patrols: Sub wrecks ol the Channel - I. McCartney £24.99 I £3.00p&p ISBN 1904381049 "NEW"
Dreadnought, GB'S 1st Atomic Sub - Patrick Boniface £999 ^ £1.OOp&p ISBN 190438109X "NEW
Q Boat Adventures - Harold Auten VC £14.99 t £2.50p&p ISBN 1904381103 "NEW
U-Boats Destroyed R M Grant £14.99 . £200p&p ISBN 1904381006
U-Boat Intelligence - R M Grant £14 99 + £2.00p&p ISBN 1904381014
A Submariner's Story J Blarney £17.99 « £2.50p&p ISBN 1904381022
Raiders ol the Deep - L Thomas £14 99 * £2 50p&p ISBN 1904381030
Encyclopaedia of British Submarines - P Akermann £35.99 + £4 50p&p ISBN 1904381057
The Lite ol a 0-Ship Captain-G Campbell VC £14.99 t £2.50p&p ISBN 1904381065
My Mystery Ships - G Campbell VC £14.99 i £2.50p&p ISBN 1904381073
The German Submarine War Gibson 8. Prendergast £19.99 + £2 50p&p ISBN 1904381081

VIDEOS ((14.99 (ah * C.O1 frrtK Ftp)
•Mystery of HMS Affray'. "Wrecks ol the Battle of Jutland'. "U-Boat Wrecks ot WWT. "Wrecks of Operation Deadlight".

"Titanic's sister HMHS Britannic"

w w w . g a n g e s w o r l d . c o m
"HMS. GANGES (The final
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday
/surprise present. Documentary
includes all aspects of GANGES
before demolition. One tear-jerking
hour of nostalgia, produced
by JOHN DOUGLAS author
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my
do/.en!) & H.M.S GANGES (Tales
of the T.R.O.G.'S.) S.A.E. details
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth.
Cornwall TR16 6NX

N E P T U N E ' S L E G A C Y
by Nixie Taverner

The first book to be published in Britain about HMS Neptune, lost with all but one
of her crew on the night of 19 December 1941. A major naval disaster of WW2, it
has been strangely neglected until the present author (daughter of Neptune's
last Captain, Rory O'Conor) determined to write this biography of the ship and as
many as possible of those who sailed in her.

302pp, 7 illustrations and 106 portraits of crew members on 13pp. 2maps. With
Appendix by Cdr John McGregor on the loss of HMS Kandahar which attempted
to go to Neptune's assistance.

Paperback. £18.95, post free. Airmail outside Europe £4 extra.
Arcturus Press, The Manse, Reet Margate, Lincolnshire PE12 811

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established required. Contact: Mosslaird,
professional service locating out Brig O'Turk, Callander, FK17 8HT
of print titles on all Telephone/Fax: (01877) 376377
subjects. No obligation or SAE martin@hp-bookfinders.co.uk
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THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES
NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the October
headlines of past decades...
4O years ago
A NAVY man was heralded
for his part in saving the life
of a child who was in danger
of drowning.

LEM John Hurst received
the Commendation of CinC
Plymouth for rushing to the
rescue of the young boy who
had got into difficulties in
the sea at llfracombe.

The citation read: "Hurst
dived straight in from the
jetty, fully clothed, swam to
the boy's rescue and
returned him to the beach.

"Although both the jetty
and the beach were crowd-
ed at this time, he was the
only person who appreciat-
ed the boy's danger and
went to his rescue."

30 years ago
THE COMMANDING officer
of submarine HMS Churchill,
Cdr C.P.R. Belton, took up a
machine gun in defence of
his crew.

The enemy attacking the
nuclear-powered submarine
was, in fact, an inquisitive
shark who had decided that
the invitation 'Hands to
bathe' included the finned
variety.

Submarine Churchill was
at rest in the warm, calm sea
off Gibraltar, taking a break
from its busy trials pro-
gramme.

Once a few carefully-
placed bullets from the CO's

• Nuclear-powered submarine HMS Churchill faced shark-infested seas in 1973
gun had chased away the
shark unharmed, the ship's
company took to the balmy
waters of the Mediterranean
once more.

This time swimming contin-
ued in the company of a school
of pilot whales, who were
judged a far more conducive
set of swimming partners than
the previous uninvited guest.

20 years ago
THE QUEEN'S Gallantry
Medal was presented to
PO(D) Michael Harrison for
his part in a hazardous oper-
ation to recover classified
codebooks from HMS
Coventry off the Falklands.

Michael was one of a team

of 26 Naval divers who
worked to recover vital mate-
rial from the warship. At one
point he was trapped for an
hour, but still volunteered to
dive again because he knew
the layout of the ship better
than anyone else.

Deaths

It's coining...
the must-have book!

paign 3003
The official account, with a stunning pictorial
record including many hitherto unpublished

images by Royal Navy photographers

publication date 7 November
next ILL U11L.U. s Navy News for order details

at tne special price for serving personnel
softback £9.99 hardback £14.99

e-mail: iraq2003 agendapublishing.com

Swap drafts
LSTD Hailstone. Draft: HMS Invincible,

Jan/Feb 04. Contact: SACT HO USA 001
757 445 3214. Will swap for any Type 42
destroyer.

PO(SEA) Hirst Draft and contact: HMS
Exeter, BFPO 278, 07711 626333. Will swap
for: any ship not deploying or Scotland.
Specialist: ADLEE

LOM(UW) Trankie- Howard. Draft and
contact: HMS Portland. Will swap for: any
Portsmouth Type 23 deploying or not.
Trained: SSCS, 2050, 2031.

LS(R) Ellis. Draft and contact: HMS
Ocean. Will swap for: any Portsmouth-
based Type 42 or carrier.

OM(C)1 Drydon. Draft: HMS Dumbarton
Castle, Oct 03 (refit in Scotland to Apr 04).
Contact: HMS Westminster, 9335 62427.
Will swap for any Portsmouth sea or shore
draft, except carriers.

LCH Kelly. Draft and contact: HMS
Richmond, catering office, ext 244. Will
swap for: any small ship, Scotland or
Portsmouth.

WTR Sam Connell. Draft: HMS Argyll,
28 Oct 03. Contact: 9380 20368 or 0781
107 1146. Will swap for: any Portsmouth big
ship.

Sports lottery
2 Aug 03: £5,000 - Bd Sgt M. Boland,

RMSM; £1,500 - CPOWEA E. Brigden,
HMS Invincible; £500 - Lt D. White, HMS
Seahawk.

9 Aug 03: £5,000 - Sub Lt A.
Auerbach, BRNC; £1,500 - WEA M.
Harrison, HMS Collingwood; £500 -
POMEM S. Kean, HMS Triumph.

16 Aug 03: £5.000 - Cpl P. Dohner, RM
Stonehouse; £1,500 - ALWA A. Lewis,
HMS Neptune; £500 - Lt Cdr S. Howell,
Fleet HQ.

23 Aug 03: £5,000 - Lt Cdr L. Johnson,
HMS Collingwood; £1,500 - LWEA M.
Brampton, HMS Norfolk; £500 - Mne D.
Bryce, FPGRM.

30 Aug 03: £5,000 - Lt Cdr D. Griffiths,
BFFI; £1,500 - MEM R. Woods, HMS
Cornwall; £500 - WO(AEM) D. Davie, HMS
Collingwood.

For more information on the RN & RM
Sports Lottery, call 023 9272 3806.

Appointments
Cdre T.J.H. Laurence to be promoted

Rear Admiral and to be Assistance Chief of
Defence Staff (Resources and Plans) in Jul
04.

Cdre A.J. Rix to be Commander UK Task
Group at UKMARBATSTAFF on 6 Nov 03
and to be appointed aide-de-camp to HM
The Queen on 3 Sep 03.

Cdre P.L. Wi I cocks to be promoted Rear
Admiral and to be Deputy Chief of Joint
Operations (Operational Support) in Jun 04.

Surg Capt J.K. Campbell to be
Commanding Officer of Royal Hospital
Haslar and Fort Blockhouse on 9 Dec 03.

Col J.M.F. Bobbins RM to RMB
Stonehouse as CO on 7 Oct 03 and as

OM(EW)1 Elizabeth 'Liz' Munt. HMS
Manchester. September 8.

MEA APP Stuart Thomas Moran. HMS
Sultan. September 13.

Cdr Stanley Gordon 'Stan' Orr DSC
and two bars, AFC. Destroyed 17 enemy
aircraft during WWII, and saw action as a
pilot in Norway and Dunkirk (1940),
Mediterranean (1940-41), attack on Tirpitz in
Kaa Fiord (1944); and as Lt Cdr (Flying) of
HMS Ocean during Korean War. Joined FAA
in 1939 after initially failing eyesight test for
entry to RAF. Served with: Argus, 806
Squadron (Skua, Roc, Fulmar aircraft).
Illustrious (Mediterranean Fleet), defence of
Malta, Formidable (Battle of Matapan and
bombardment of Tripoli), Dekheila near
Alexandria (Hurricane aircraft), RNAS
Yeovilton as flying instructor; 896 Squadron
as CO (Martlet fighter aircraft), Victorious.
804 Squadron as CO (Hellcats), Emperor
(first attack on Tirpitz), test pilot at
Boscombe Down; Naval Test Squadron
(later to become CO), Interservice
Hovercraft Trials Unit at Lee-on-Solent as
CO. Left service in 1966 to join Vospers.
Aged 86, August 11.

Adrian Seligman DSC. Served in RN
during WWII with distinction in command of
minesweepers, a corvette and a destroyer
but particular in special operations: piloting
Russian tankers through the Axis blockade
of the Aegean and commanding undercover
operations in the Greek islands. Author of
book on experiences 'War in the Islands'.
Aged 93, August 6.

Henry Pownall QC. Circuit judge who
joined Navy in 1945 and served on lower
deck until 1948, during time in the Eastern
Mediterranean he got involved with a num-
ber of ships carrying holocaust survivors to
a new life outside Europe which made a
lasting impression in his legal career. Aged
76, July 29.

Ted Faimey. Stoker. Survivor of the loss
of Royal Oak in 1939: swam hart a mile to
shore then climbed 50ft cliffs to be found by
crofters. Joined Navy aged 25 along with
younger brother Hill. Ships and establish-
ments included: Iron Duke, Cyclops (Malta),
Royal Oak, Nelson (torpedoed in Atlantic),
Birmingham (Malta convoy duty); and saw
service in Korean War. Left Navy in 1963.
August 13.

W.S. 'Wireman1 Bennett. 6th Destroyer
Flotilla Association (1944-46). Served in
Cavendish in home waters and south-east
Asia 1944-46. Aged 79, August 10.

Ernest Newsome. Founder member of
West Riding Yorkshire branch, Russian
Convoy Club. Ships include SS Pieter de
Hooch, Lapland, Clan Mclnnes, Lake
Chetan. August 8.

Reg Ralph. West Riding Yorkshire
branch, Russian Convoy Club. Ships
include Cockatrice. August 5.

Roger 'Happy' Day. Aircraft Handlers
Association. Served in branch 1959-83.
August 7.

Harry Scholes. Algerines Association.
Served in Loyalty. August 8.

Roland 'Bob' 'Doc' Baldock. FCMA.
Served 1936-48 and 1953-74. Aged 85,
September 2.

Sydney 'Syd' Stevenson. Master at
Arms. Aged 65, August 18.

Peter 'Bonar1 Johnson. FCPO. Served
1954-82 in HMS Ceylon. Girdleness,
Devonshire, Antrim and Blake. Aged 64,
May in France.

George Lamb. Leading Seaman. Served
in Ark Royal, Theseus and Illustrious.
August 24.

P. 'Peter' Braithwaite. CPO ME.
Submariners Association, Barrow branch.
Served in submarines 1956-64 in Token,
Trump and Tabard. Aged 65.

L. 'Leslie' Fuller. AB TD3. Submariners
Association, Dolphin branch. Served in sub-
marines 1948-54 in Alcide, Ambush and
Acheron. Aged 73.

Capt C.W. Leadbetter RNR. Joined
RNR in 1935, and saw active service with
RNfrom 1939-46. Ships included: Norfolk,
Blanche, Royal Sovereign, Oxlip (1st Lt and
CO); also CO of Pevensey Castle, Loch
Scavaig (twice), and Papua. Twice
Mentioned in Dispatches and awarded
Reserve Decoration. Flower Class Corvette
Association and Russian Convoy Club.
August 16.

James 'Jim' Pickard. Able Seaman
QR3.10th Destroyer Flotilla and Tribal Class
Destroyers (1939-45) Associations. Veteran
of D-Day, Atlantic and Russian convoys.
Ships included: Ashanti and Tribal. August
28.

John Halley Cockburn. Cpl RM. Royal
Marines Association, Edinburgh branch.
August 24.

Ron Saville. Fast Minelayers
Association. Served in minesweeper Fancy.
Aged 78, August 18.

William Curd. AB. HMS Brissenden
Association.

Arthur Haynes. Leading Stoker. HMS
Brissenden Association.

Sidney Houghton. Changed from LTO to
EM1. HMS Comus Comrades. Served in the
Mediterranean in Nile, Hotspur,
Claverhouse, Marlborough, Vernon, Comus
(1946-47), and Mull of Kintyre. Aged 82, July
25.

Anthony Wakelin. LMEM. Served in
submarines 1963-85 in Alliance, Andrew,
Cachalot, Olympus, Onslaught and
Orpheus. Aged 56, September 2.

J.W.P. 'Jim' Hyde. SA. Served 1958-68.
Ships included: Ark Royal, Tiger and
Fearless. Aged 61, August 21.

Don 'Nosey' Parker. Aircraft Handlers
Association. Served in branch 1944-47.
August 11.

Deputy Brigade Commander, 3 Commando
Brigade Royat Marines.

Cdr D.B. Axon to HMS Somerset as CO
on 9 Dec 03.

Lt Cdr I.E. Graham to HMS Marlborough
as CO on 16 Dec 03.

Lt Cdr AJV. Hills to RAF Cranwell EFS as
CO 703 Squadron on 17 Nov 03.

Lt Cdr N.F. Lee to 727 Naval Air
Squadron, RNAS Yeovilton, as CO on 1 Sep
03.

Acting Lt Cdr S.P. Kirkham to 727 Naval
Air Squadron, RNAS Yeovilton, as CO on 24
Nov 03.

Lt Cdr H.A. Stacey to 700M Merlin OEU
as CO on 12 Sep 03.

Peter Wood. Wireless/Telegraphist.
Served in patrol service 1940-46. Former
member of Royal Naval Patrol Service
Association, York branch (now disbanded).

A.E.C.T. 'Bert' Jones. LEM. Served
Ganges (1939-40), Sussex (1940), Mauritius
(1940-44), Bleasdale (1946-47), London
(1947-49, including the Yangtze Incident),
Rocket (1951-53). HMS London (1947-49)
Association. Aged 79, August 9.

John David Novice. Telegraphist.
Served 1943-46. Trained at Royal Arthur,
and veteran of D-Day. September 10.

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS

Lt Cdr H.T.W. Ackland. Served: Antrim,
Yarmouth. Tamar and Collingwood.

Cdr D.J.S. Ashley. Served: Devonshire,
Glory, Orion, Zest, Galatea, Osprey,
Excellent and Dolphin.

Lt Cdr A. Cowan. Served: Alamein,
Anson, Terror, Glasgow. Ausonia and
Collingwood.

Lt Cdr A.R. Fisher. Served: St Brides
Bay, Sylvia and Ranpura.

Lt R.A. Harvey. Served: Ganges, St
Angelo, Hermes. Cambridge and Cochrane.

Lt Cdr A.R.C. Jenks. Served: Shalimar,
Loch Fada, Abercrombie, Royal Albert,
Lennox. Terror and Dolphin.

Lt Cdr W.N. Jones DSC RNR. Served:
Heron and Tamar.

Capt D.T. McKeown. Served:
Indomitable, Condor, Fulmar, Anzio, Gurkha,
Daedalus, Heron and Drake.

Cdr R.H. Mercer DSC. Served: Carlisle,
Apollo, Fiji, Pathfinder, Nile, Vanguard, Duke
of York, President, Mauritius and Cochrane.

Lt T.B. Mushett Served: Devonshire,
Sea Eagle, Nubian, Pembroke, Caledonia,
Forest Moor.

Lt P. Phillips. Served: Defender,
President, Excellent and HM Dockyards
Chatham and Portsmouth.

Capt J W Rayner RMR.
Cdr K. Schoficld. Served: Lion, Ark

Royal, Devonshire, Victory, Osprey, Mercury,
Drake, Rooke and Nato.

Cdr P.D. Sturdee. Served: Crispin,
Defiance, Falcon, St Angelo, President and
Eagfe.

Cdr E.G. Sutton. Served: Erebus,
Neptune, Devonshire, Vixen, Anson and
Excellent.

Lt Cdr R.S.J. Wightman. Served: Siskin,
Falcon, Goldcrest, Vernon, Condor,
Daedalus and Victory.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

Edward A. 'Ted' Freeborn.
POREM(AW). Laughton. Fleet Air Arm
Association, Essex branch. Served 1941-46
with transfer to FAA in 1943. Wounded in
Cowdray and torpedoed in Mediterranean in
WWII. Aged 81. August 21.

S.J. 'Stan' Thompson. ERAS. Swindon.
Served 1941-46. Ships included: Cleopatra
(1941 -43), Brigand, Aphis and Superb. Aged
83, August 14.

Tom North. Grantham. Served in
minesweepers during WWII. Aged 84, July
2.

Derek Gunnel. Darlington, life and
founder member, vice president. August 9.

Robert Bailey. North Manchester, com-
mittee member and official.

Edmund 'Ted* John Porter. Chatham.
July 31.

Derek Almond. AB. Perth (Western
Australia), standard bearer and assistant
secretary. Served 1953-60 in Implacable,
M1192, Barfleur, Terror and Devonport Field
Gun Crew. August 8.

Ken Bayliss. A/POEM. Perth (Western
Australia), committee member, branch
Master at Arms, music coordinator. Served
1948-56 in Royal Arthur, Coflingwood,
Implacable, Victory, Vanguard, Excellent,
Fraser Battery and Gossamer. August 17.

Ruth Gray (nee Fisher). I /Wren.
Brentwood. Served 1941-45.

Thomas 'Tommy' Henry Dorman.
Congleton, secretary. Driver to the late Lord
Louis Mountbatten in India. Aged 80,
August 18.

Robert 'Bob' Bailey. North Manchester.
Served 1940-46 in HMS Newfoundland as a
cranesman/boilerman. Resident of
Broughton House. July 23.

Pat Doren WRNS. City of Glasgow.
Served 1940-45 in Orlando (1940-42),
SHRQ Broom (1942-44) and Spartiate
(1944-45). Aged 83, August 19.

Lt Ronald Patrick 'Mr Noise' or
'Freddy' Fox. Weymouth. Association of
Royal Naval Officers. Served 1932-80.
Joined as Boy at Ganges, and worked as
torpedoman and gunner before being com-
missioned as Lt in 1960, retired from Navy in
1966 then joined AUWE Portland as a
retired officer and conducted self-noise tri-
als on 123 surface ships in total. Ships and
establishments included: Vanoc. Comus.
Crispin, Centaur, Lagos, Vernon, Leopard,
Neptune and Rooke among many others.

cSubmissions for the next edition of Navy News
must be received before: October 13

Dennis Chalk. Loughton. Served in
Ubiquity, Holdfast, Pluto, Pipeline, D-Day
veteran. Aged 76, August 5.

P.P. Jones. POEM. Sidcup. Ships
include landing craft. Aged 79.

G. Porter. Sidcup, associate.
Roy Crossley. l.AM(AF). Harrogate and

District. Served 1953-66. Ships included:
Gamecock, Seahawk, Daedalus, Nuthatch,
Bulwark, Sanderling, Condor, Falcon,
Fulmar and Victorious. Aged 66, August 26.

Leslie 'Les' Frank Burgess RM.
Sergeant Drill Instructor, Royal Marines.
Cirencester, branch secretary and standard
bearer; also No. 7 Area deputy standard
bearer. Served 1954-63. Ships and estab-
lishments included: 45 Commando, Ocean
and Tamar. Aged 65, August 19.

Cdre R.S. Ainsley to be promoted Rear
Admiral and to be Flag Officer Sea Training
in May 04.

Surg Cdre M.A. Farquharson-Roberts
to be promoted Surgeon Rear Admiral and
to be Medical Director General (Naval) on 9
Dec 03.

Capt J.K. Moores to HMS Vanguard
(Port) as CO on 13 Jan 04.

Surg Capt P.I. Raffaelli to the Institute of
Naval Medicine (Royal Hospital Haslar) as
Medical Officer in Charge in the rank of
Surgeon Commodore on 16 Dec 03.

Col R.P. Steams RM to Commando
Logistics Regiment RM as CO on 16 Dec 03.

Capt A.A.S. Adair to Directorate General
Corporate Communications as Director
Corporate Communications (Navy) on 4 Nov
03 and to be promoted Commodore.

Lt D.M. Crowe to HMS Trumpeter as CO
on 25 Aug 03.
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The former HMS Sheffield, now the Chilean frigate Almirante Williams

Frigate handed
to Chilean Navy

A DECOMMISSIONED Royal Navy frigate has been
formally handed over to the Chilean Navy in
Devonport.

The former HMS Sheffield was put up for sale by
the Ministry of Defence a year ago, and after discus-
sions between the British and Chilean governments,
agreement was reached between the MOD Disposal
Services Agency and the Chilean Navy by the spring of
this year, the papers being signed in March.

Sheffield, a Batch 2 Type 22 frigate, was launched at
the Swan Hunter shipyard in March 1986, and joins
her Batch 1 sisters and many other former British war-
ships operating in South American waters.

Chile has three former County-class destroyers -
Capitan Prat (cx-HMS Norfolk), Almirantc Cochranc
(ex-HMS Antrim) and Almirante Blanco Encalada
(ex-HMS Fife) - and the Leandcr-class frigate
Ministro Zcntcno, formerly HMS Achilles.

Argentina has two former Ton-class ships, the
Chaco and Formosa (formerly HMS Rcnnington and
HMS Ilmington respectively), while all four Batch 1
Type 22 frigates are operated by the Brazilian Navy -
Greenhalgh (ex-HMS Broadsword), Dodsworth (ex-
HMS Brilliant), Bosisio (cx-HMS Bra/en) and
Rademaker (cx-HMS Battleaxe).

On handover Sheffield took on the new name of
Almirantc Williams but retained her old pennant
number 96. She was named after Vice Admiral Juan
Williams, a former Commandcr-in-Chicf of the
Chilean Navy.

Since March she has been undergoing a 'regenera-
tion' package of work with original equipment manu-
facturers and Dcvonport Management Ltd, while
training for her new owners has been organised
through International Defence Training (Navy), part
of the Naval Recruiting and Training Agency (NRTA).

And before undertaking the homeward voyage at
the end of the year, the newly-formed Chilean navy
ship's company of 226 will undergo operational train-
ing, conducted by teams from the Flag Officer Sea
Training (POST) organisation at Dcvonport Naval
Base.

Cdrc Sim Taylor, Chief Executive of the Disposal
Services Agency, welcomed the handover, saying: "I
am delighted that agreement was reached to hand
over this ship to Chile, and I wish her well in her future
role in the Chilean Navy.

"The UK and Chile have a long-established rela-
tionship, especially between the two navies, and the
handover is a reflection of this friendship."

Trenchant rushes
to rescue of

feathered friend
AN EAGLE-eyed sentry aboard one of the most
capable nuclear submarines in the Royal Navy saved
the life of a stricken budgie in Devonport Naval Base.

The bright yellow bird was would struggle to adapt to the lack
of space and light and pressurescooped from the water by

LOM Jan Brennon, who was
on duty on the casing of HMS
Trenchant.

The bedraggled hudgie was
taken below to the Wardroom,
where the boat's officers took it
under their wing.

Fed on bread and milk at the
Wardroom table, the bird quickly
recovered from its ordeal and was
in i t i a l ly named Ed, after the
Executive Officer of the subma-
rine, Edward Ahlgrcn.

It was subsequently taken
ashore, renamed Bobby, and is
making a new life for itself at the
home of Trcnchant's Deputy
Marine Engineer Officer Lt Cdr
Mark Prince, who said: "Bobby is
now keeping my wife company and
is the perfect pet. She loves any
bird or animal."

Lt Dan Simmonds said: "It
might seem a bit soft for any of us
to look after a budgie when we're
running a Royal Navy nuclear sub-
marine, but none of us wanted to
sec the little bird die.

"We looked after it in the
Wardroom, fed it and it gradually
got its strength back."

The crew decided they could not
keep the budgie on board, as it

changes with depth of water.
Trenchant is just starting a pro-

gramme of sea trials following a
ground-breaking refit which has
set the standard for other sub-
marines.

She is the fif th Trafalgar-class
boat to be refitted by Devonport
Management Ltd in the Plymouth
naval base, but the first to undergo
the new type of programme called
Long Overhaul Period (Refuel),
which included a new digital inter-
nal communications system, a
nuclear reactor refuel, improve-
ments to make her quieter under-
water, and a new chilled water
plant.

The programme, a partnership
between DML, the Warship
Support Agency and Royal Navy
staff, aims to reduce costs by iden-
tifying and eliminating non-essen-
tial work which would traditionally
have been carried out as part of the
refit - a principle known as de-
scoping.

Production Manager Phil Smith,
of DML, said: "Although de-
scoping removed a significant
amount of traditional refit work,
Trenchant's refit remained a
highly-complex and intensive work
package."

• Bobby the .budgie with
Matthew Prince, son of Lt Cdr
Mark Prince

Around 17,000 items were
worked on in the submarine, and
more than 120 contractors
involved.

Trenchant is now capable of ful-
filling a wide range of tasks. She
has the Navy's most advanced
sonar suite, allowing her to gather
enormous volumes of information
from her environment, detecting
and tracking surface and sub-
surface vessels without them being
aware of her presence.

avy
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Roval Naval Association

Four tallies more
for complete set

• Members of Bishops Start ford branch at Pembroke House

Replica corvette is big hit
THOUGH depleted in number,
members of Bishop's Stortford
continue to raise funds for charity,
care for the less fortunate, organ-
ise musical evenings and other
events.

Their biggest recent challenge
was building a 30ft replica of the
town's adopted wartime corvette
I I MS Clover, escorted by Sea
Cadets from TS Adventure, which
made a big hit in the local carnival.

In recognition of fund-raising
for the RN Benevolent Trust,
members were invited to
Pembroke House to witness the
unveiling of a plaque commemo-
rating the sponsorship of a room.

The occasion, also attended by
the General Secretary
Commodore Barry Lcighton, was
greatly enjoyed and the branch
thank Pembroke House for the
welcome and hospitality extended.

WHETHER it is stamps, auto-
graphs, coins or naval memo-
rabilia, collectors tend to be
obsessive about the items they
collect.

And the Stourbridge branch is
no exception.

As collectors, members are in
there with the best, and have
amassed a treasure trove of
wartime naval memorabilia which
includes more than 700 RN cap
tallies.

"We have thrown open the chal-
lenge to others, to see if they have
more cap tallies than us, but no
one has responded, so we assume
we have got the most in the world,"

says chairman S/M Mick Coylc,
with undisguised pride.

Tallies have come from many
sources, he says, including the
USA.

The rarest date back to before
World War I, and the branch
believe they arc only missing lour
ships from their collection.

Tallies arc but part of the trea-
sure in the Stourbridge Aladdin's
Cave.

It has rare officers' caps, uni-
forms, ship's plaques and some
superb ship's models, crafted by
S/M Dave Weaver, some of which
took more than four years to com-
plete.

Naval Quirks
NAVV,
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WOULD HAVE HAD

A MIGHTS FLEET TO
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NAW IN

WHAT'S
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Music from the Ceremonies of
Beating Retreat and Tattoo

27 historic recordings, the best of the Royal Marines. Included are Sunset,
Crimond, Jerusalem, Land of Hope and Glory, Crown Imperial, Heart of Oak,

A Life on the Ocean Wave, By Land and Sea, Rule Britannia, Emblazoned
Drums, Mechanised Infantry, Sambre et Meuse, The Captain General, Viscount

Nelson, Nightfall in Camp and many more superb recordings.
This CD brings together the majesty and excellence of the Band of HM Royal
Marines School of Music under the baton of their distinguished first Principal

Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel Sir Vivian Dunn.

Compact Disc £12.00 incl p & p (world-wide)
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection

Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN
tel: 020 8673 6157; fax: 020 8772 9545; Email: eastneycol@aol.com

www.eastneycollection.com
(most major cards accepted)

A donation from each recordina sold will ao to the Deal Memorial Bandstand Trust Reaistered Charitv No. 1045095

Special
welcome
forRN
frigates
NUMBER 5 Area branches
and their standards have had
a busy programme of events,
being represented at Ipswich
for the arrival of Type 23
frigate HMS Grafton, the
town's adopted warship.

In the fictional role of HMS
Suffolk, she stars in the new
Royal Navy drama series
Making Waves, which is due
to be shown next year on TV.

The same Royal Navy wel-
come was also extended to
Grafton's sister ship HMS
Norfolk.

Hundreds of members, and
a number of branch stan-
dards, attended the funeral of
S/M Cedric Haynes, chairman
and former vice chairman of
Frinton and Walton branch.

Cedric was piped into the
service by Peter Piper of the
Clacton branch.

They also turned up in
strength for the Clacton-on-
Sea Sea Sunday service and
were also present when a
£1,900 cheque was presented
to SSAFA Forces Help -
money raised by the golf tour-
nament organised by the
Rayleigh branch.

Around 150 players had
taken part in the annual fund-
raising event earlier in the
year.

At an Open Fun Day organ-
ised by Clacton Police - and
attended by more than 10,000
people - the branch had a
recruiting stall which attracted
many visitors, and hopefully a
handful of new members.

Branch treasurer S/M Fred
Bishop and his wife Alice
attended a garden party at
Buckingham Palace spon-
sored by the Not Forgotten
Association.

Admitting to being an obsessive
about cap tallies, S/M Coylc hopes
to be able to add the four missing
from the extensive collection he
treasures.

Meantime, those who have not
discovered the wealth of wartime
memorabilia collected by
Stourbridge will be amazed when
they do.

The four missing tallies are I IM
ships Portland, Severn, Shoreham
and Blyth.

Ceremony
to honour

battle date
SALTASH branch is organising the
planting of a silver birch tree to
commemorate the 60th anniver-
sary of the Battle of the Atlantic.

The planting will take place on
Sunday October 12 at Greenwich
Place in Saltash, a block of war-
den-controlled flats occupied by
ex-RN, RM and WRNS personnel
and their dependents, several of
whom served in World War II.

It is hoped that people from the
Greenwich Trust, RNA Area 4,
the Corvette Association, the
Merchant Navy Association and
other naval groups as well as local
dignitaries will atend.

For further details, contact
branch secretary S/M R. Marshall,
on 01752 318554.

Portland's
Nobby
celebrates
his 101st
CONGRATULATIONS to S/M
Francis Joseph Clark of Portland
branch, known to friends as Frank,
or Nobby, on celebrating his 101st
birthday recently.

A grand old man of the sea and
ex-Ganges boy, he was present at
Scapa Flow when the German
Fleet surrendered to Admiral
Beatty.

As an Ordinary Seaman he
served from 1918 to 1932 in a vari-
ety of ships, including I IMS
Resolution.

Recalled for service in
September 1939, he served
throughout the war in destroyers
and Combined Operations.

S/M Frank, now a widower, was
married for 65 years and has one
son, Derek, who with his wife and
children were with Frank to cele-
brate his birthday at the Woodsidc
nursing home at Hailsham, near
Eastbourne, where he now lives.

Memorabilia sale
AN AUCTION/sale of memora-
bilia from Battersea branch will
be held at the Uxbridge RNA
Club on Sunday November 16,
starting at 1300.

RNA shields and ship's crests,
pictures and books arc among the
items which will be on offer, with
all money raised going to No 1
Area charities, as was the wish of
the branch.

For those who wish to help keep
the spirit of the branch alive, the
nearest Underground station to
the Uxbridge RNA Club is
Hillingdon.

£50 PRIZE PUZZLE

The mystery ship in our August
edition was HMS Fame, later
sold to Dominica where she
became the Generalisimo -
although we accepted the
alternative spelling of
Generalissimo.

The winner of the £50 prize
was Mr F. Wright of Hackney in
London.

This month's mystery ship is
pictured during a rescue opera-
tion off Ramsgate in 1964.

She was one of a small class
of inshore minesweepers, and
our pictured ship and her sister
HMS Brinkley were used as div-
ing and frogman tenders from
early in their careers.

When she was approved for
disposal by scrapping in 1967,

just three of her sisters
remained in service - one at
Dartmouth, one at Plymouth
and one with London Division
RNR.

Her pennant number has
been removed from our picture.

The correct answer could
win you £50.

Complete the coupon and send it to
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Coupons giving
correct answers will go into a prize draw
to establish a winner.

Closing date for entries is November
14, 2003. More than one entry can be sub-
mitted, but photocopies cannot be
accepted. Do not include anything else in
your envelope: no correspondence can be
entered into and no entry returned.

The winner will be announced in our
December edition. The competition is not
open to Navy News employees or their
families.

MYSTERY PICTURE 104

Name .

Address

My answer:
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Roval Naval Association
Service
attracts
crowds
THE WAR in Iraq, and its cost in
lives, attracted a bigger attendance
than usual at the Falmouth
branch Sea Sunday service, held in
Falmoulh parish church.

The service was conducted by
the Rev Barrington Bennetts, and
the Very Rev Michael Moxton,
Dean of Truro, who preached the
sermon, paid a special tribute to
the men of 849 Naval Air
Squadron, RNAS Culdrose, who
were killed during the Iraq War.

The Lessons were read by
Branch President Vice Admiral Sir
James Jungius and Capt Mike
Knowles, Commanding Officer of
Culdrose.

The Colour Party was provided
by the Joint Maritime Unit US
Navy, St Mawgan, with Falmouth
and Penryn Sea Cadets and
Falmouth Sea Scouts in atten-
dance.

At the parade following the
Service, led by the Culdrosc Band,
23 standards were displayed.

The salute at the march-past
was taken by Capt Knowles.

Plymouth recruiters
target serving Navy

HOW to get serving members
of the Royal Navy interested in
the Association is a task RNA
branches have been working
hard to achieve.

But none more successfully than
the Plymouth branch in No 4
Area, which has won many recruit-
ing awards.

Its success is due in no small
measure to notifying RNA over-
seas branches of a pending ship's
visit and the welcome Devonport
ships have experienced from such
branches when deployed abroad.

The Association has more than
30 overseas branches in places as
far removed as Vancouver and
Malta, and provided advance
notice is received, overseas ship-
mates welcome those from the
UK.

The Plymouth branch has got
this message across to the Fleet

and overseas branches such as
Doha are high in the esteem of
Guz ships on Gulf deployments.

What has helped the branch also
in its recruiting drive is having
CPO(AWW) Alan Tongc, now
serving in HMS Cumberland, on
the Plymouth branch committee.

He represents serving person-
nel, members of the RNA, in 15
Dcvonport ships, one submarine
and several naval shore bases,
including POST, HMS Vivid and
MDHU Derriford.

Plymouth believes this is the key
to getting and keeping serving per-
sonnel interested in the
Association - and the branch
should know.

In three successive years it has
won the Briggs Dirk at the RNA
Conference for recruiting, and has
played a big part in helping No 4
Area win the Sword of Honour
twice at Conference.

Fishy business at Redcap
A FISHY talc comes from Redcar
branch concerning Warship Week
1942, and how the Borough of
Rcdcar happened to adopt the R-
class destroyer HMS Skate.

The Mayor at the time of the
adoption was William A r t h u r
Plaice, who agreed to adopt a war-
ship, provided it had a name asso-
ciated with his surname.

It so happened that the Skate
was undergoing repairs at
Middlesbrough Docks, so the

Mayor got his wish.
After the ship was scrapped in

1947, the newly-formed Redcar
branch got custody of the ship's
plaque, and it remained on display
unti l the closure of the RNA Club
due to redevelopment of the area.

The plaque was recently pre-
sented to the curator of the local
Kirkleatham Museum, on behalf
of the branch by S/M George
Wanlcss, a native of Redcar, who
served as an ERA in the Skate.

• RNA standards are paraded at Portchester Crematorium at the funeral of former Association
General Secretary Capt Jim Rayner RMR, who died at the age of 73. Capt Rayner, who was General
Secretary from 1986 to 1993, was educated in Cairo, Hong Kong and Reading, and joined the Royal
Marines in 1947; his first ship was the light fleet carrier HM Warrior. Capt Rayner was wounded in
action in December 1952 in Korea with 41 Independent Commando Royal Marines. He retired in 1972
and was commissioned into the RMR the following year.

Dunedin
memorial
dedicated
NINE standards from ex-Service
associations were paraded at the
National Memorial Arboretum in
Staffordshire at the dedication of
the HMS Dunedin memorial
Pl inth and Oak.

The event attracted almost 200
members of the Dunedin Society
to Alrewas.

The service was led by Cdr
David Childs, and included a
Guard of Honour of Sea cadets
and the Royal British Legion, a
piper and a bugler from the Royal
Marines.

HMS Duncdin was launched in
1918, and spent the 1920s and
1930s as part of the New Zealand
Division.

She left the UK for the last time
in April 1941, and spent her last
eight months on the South
Atlantic Station before being tor-
pedoed by U-124 close to the
Equator and sinking in less than
20 minutes.

Almost half her ship's company
of around 500 escaped the sinking,
on November 24, 1941, but all 9 Members of Blandford branch visitedtheir affiliated establish-
cxccpt 67 succumbed to injuries, ment of HMS Collingwood in Fareham, viewing the training facil-
cxhaustion or attacks by sharks Hies and museum. They were welcomed by the then
before they were picked up by the Commanding Officer, Cdr Andrew Trevithick, and the group is pic-
American merchant ship tured with museum curator Lt Cdr Bill Legg (rtd), on the left of the
Nishmaha, en route to Trinidad. group.

Bill returns
to Canada
for a visit
HAPPY memories were recalled
when S/M Bill Kecblc and his
wife Yvonne, of the
Johannesburg branch, paid a
return visit to their Canadian
shipmates at the Southern
Ontario branch after an interval
of 12 years.

S/M Bill, who joined the Navy in
South Africa in 1933 and trained at
HMS St Vincent, was delighted to
meet three other ex-St Vincent
boys - S/Ms Chris Shcllard (1952),
Norrie Millen (1957) and Colin
Jones (1950), now living in
Ontario.

What followed was a gala
lamp-swinging session after which
home-made Oggics were served,
which went down such a treat that
an urgent request has been sent
from South Africa seeking the
recipe.

Before leaving S/M Bill was
issued with a birthday tot, as he
announced that he would shortly
be celebrating his 86th birthday.

Bill was also presented with a
Southern Ontario crest with an
engraved plate.

• Shipmates from Plymouth proudly display trophies recently
awarded to the branch

Jim's loyalty is rewarded
IN RECOGNITION of long and loyal service to Chard branch,
president S/M Jim Noble has been honoured by his fellow
shipmates with life membership.

Jim has been a member of the branch for for more than 16
years, and for nearly eight years has been area delegate for
the branch.

A reader of Navy News since the 1950s, Jim - who served
in HM ships Magpie and Newfoundland among others - said
the event when he was presented with his Life Membership
was a very special occasion for him.

An auction/sale
of ex-Battersea Branch

memorabilia will be held
at Uxbridge RNA Club on

Sunday 16th November, 03
from ISOOHrs; many R.N.A.

shields and ships crests,
pictures, books and other

special items etc.
Don't let Battersea RNA

disappear, it was an excellent
Run-A-Shore.

All monies raised to go to
No1 Area Charities, this was

Battersea's wish.
Nearest station - Hillingdon (L.T.)

Incorporated by the
Royal Charter

THE

ROYAL NAVAI
I I A S S O C I A T I O N L,

Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
Once Navy, Always Navy

Reg. Char. 266982

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that "welfare is not
only money" It offers a broad range of support to people with a
Royal Navy connection. We are 'all of one company' in helping
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the
distressed, maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval
cadets, enjoying social activities and re-uniting shipmates.The
480 branches in the UK and abroad offer an instant 'network' of
local knowledge, assistance and support to 34,000 Shipmates
all over Britain and in many places overseas.
The Association is for all serving and former officers, men and
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS, QARNNS,the
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and their reserves.
For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below.

NAME:
ADDRESS:

Postcode
SENDTO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 5OJ

www.royal-naval-association.co.uk
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New rules for
Service families
accommodation
NEW procedures have been intro-
duced by the Defence Housing
Executive (DHE) to makes lives
easier for Service families on the
move.

Once notice has been received
of their new draft, applicants can
submit MOD Form 1132 to get
their relocation started.

DHE aims to process applica-
tions that are received up to four
months in advance of the required
date within ten working days.

Ths means that families can be
told of their address well in
advance of their move, allowing
arrangements to be made for
schools and medical care much
earlier than before.

As DHE does not have an abun-
dance of empty houses awaiting
allocation, the new system relies
on all involved to play their parts
and allow occupied properties to
be pre-allocated to incomers.

Outgoing occupants need to
inform DHE of their intention to
move within 14 days of receiving
their draft. The date need not be
exact, but just provide a rough esti-
mate for planning purposes.

Before leaving, a Pre-Move Out
Advisory Visit should be arranged
to allow the property to be
assessed for necessary repair work
and advice on moving.

To find out more, contact your
appropriate Regional office.

Picture: LA Phot Amanda Reynolds

Centenary
starts early

for RNFA
THE CELEBRATIONS have
started early for the Royal
Navy Football Association
(RNFA).

LEX Defence UK have
provided a car for the RNFA
to use to travel the country
encouraging football devel-
opment.

Founded in 1904 the
RNFA celebrate their cen-
tenary next year.
• Barry Winship of LEX
Defence UK hands the keys
to Cdr John Renwick, vice
chairman of the RNFA
along with team players
POPT Fraser Quirke and
POETS Ann McCaffery

New ship hall
opened in

Portsmouth
DEFENCE Secretary
Geoff Hoon heralded "a
new era for Portsmouth as
well as its Naval Base" as he
officially opened the new
shipbuilding facility which
VT Group claim is "among
the most advanced naval
shipbuilding yards in the
world."

The £50 million scheme is
expected to yield productivity
improvements of up to 20 per
cent through increased levels
of automation in both the fab-
rication of component parts
and in the construction process
itself.

VT are in the process of closing
their yard at Woolston in
Southampton, which should shut
its gates in March. Up to 1,000
skilled personnel have relocated
along the South Coast in the move.

One of the first tasks for the new
facility will be to build blocks of the
new Type 45 destroyers for the
Royal Navy, but there is still poten-
tial for expansion on the 33-acre

site, and VT have an eye to build-
ing large blocks for the future car-
rier programme.

There will still be capacity for
the yard to handle work for over-
seas navies.

The new yard consists of two
newly-built large assembly halls,
130 metres in length, with associat-
ed workshops and ancillary build-
ings having been refurbished from
existing property.

One of the buildings, the
Ship Assembly Hall, is 42
metres high, and where final
assembly of the ship will
take place, using units
which have been fabricated
from decks, panels and
bulkheads in the adjacent
Unit Construction Hall,
which is ten metres lower.

The project has involved extend-
ing a quay wall by seven metres,
and filling in Dry Dock 13 with
around 100,000 tonnes of marine
dredged material to provide the
floor of the Ship Assembly Hall.

There is at least one dry dock on
site that can be used specifically for
ship outfitting.

Workshops throughout the site

are linked by fibre optic cables to
VT's computer aided design areas,
enabling data to be sent electroni-
cally.

The Steel Production Hall on
site allows the cutt ing of 13m x 3m
steel plates and the profiling of 13
metre steel bars using laser and
plasma cutters.

Much of the equipment is new,
but a major logistics operation was
mounted to transfer machinery
from Woolston - including a steel
plate rolling machine which is
more than 100 years old.

One of the benefits of the new
facility is that ship sections are
built on a level floor rather than an
inclined slipway, and with space to
expand - Phase 2 of the develop-
ment should see the Ship Assembly
Hall extended by a further 70
metres, and if VT get major work
on the future carrier, a third ship-
building bay of 190 metres could
be built on the current Dry Dock
12, which would also be filled in.

VT Shipbuilding is one of two
divisions of VT Group, the other
being VT Support Services.
Together they employ more than
10,000 people, with turnover of
around £600 million.
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Is debt effecting your life,
relationships, or work ?

Do you dread the mail
in the morning - or the
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Our aim is to get you out of
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• FIRST ASHORE: HMS Gambia brought humanitarian aid to the Green island of Zakynthos, devas-
tated by an earthquake in 1953. Inset: Les Newman was there - and back again 50 years on

Quake relief
that was hit
by grenades
T

O MARK the 50th anniversary of the
earthquake on the Greek island of
Zakynthos, the Mayor invited the
Athens Embassies of those who had
provided humanitarian aid to a week-

end of commemorations.
Through Navy News reunions column the British

Naval Attache Capt John Wills was able to contact the
Association of an RN warship that had taken part in
the relief operation, HMS Gambia.

And within a few days it was arranged for the World
War II cruiser and the Royal Navy to be represented
by the Secretary of the HMS Gambia Association, Les
Newman.

Lcs had been a young regular sailor on board at the
time of the disaster and this was his first visit back to
Zakynthos ( also known as Zante).

"The most rewarding aspect of the whole weekend
was the opportunity to talk to the earthquake sur-
vivors and their families, of which there were plenty,"
Les told Navy News.

"I was particularly pleased to have the chance of a
long chat with the curator of a private museum dedi-
cated to the earthquake.

"Despite obvious language difficulties, the warm
reception and genuine gratitude displayed by the local
Greek people meant a great deal.

"I am particularly proud of HMS Gambia's achieve-
ments at the time of the disaster and the memorial
weekend served to reinforce the strong ties between
the ship and the island."

The weekend featured a number of exhibitions and
services, including the unveiling of a memorial to the
victims - of which Les received a miniature copy.

On the day of the earthquake, August 12, 1953,
HMS Gambia was returning to Malta from a tour of
duty in the Suez Canal. Signals were received from C-
in-C Mediterranean instructing the ship to sail to
Zakynthos and provide emergency disaster relief.

The island was sighted at 0700 hrs the following
morning - the town itself hardly discernible through a
thick haze of smoke which hung like a shroud over the
still and silent streets.

Zakynthos had been on fire since the earthquake
and was still a blazing mass when Gambia arrived.

First ashore were the Royal Marines and two pla-
toons of seamen, who landed with the objective of
clearing a road through the town to enable casualties
and supplies to be moved.

The work of all parties was made extremely danger-

ous by the presence of hand grenades which were
stored in practically every house and used by local fish-
ermen to stun fish! These exploded continuously in
the heat of the fires.

From time to time earth tremors still shook the
ground and could even be felt on board ship, as if
depth charges were being exploded in the sea.

Each tremor brought fresh destruction to the area,
piling debris upon debris unt i l most of the narrow
streets were buried to the height of 10ft with fallen
bricks and shattered timber.

By late afternoon, the landing party had succeeded
in cutting and blasting a road through to the south of
the town and casualties could be taken to the tempo-
rary hospitals for treatment.

On August 15 an American landing craft and HMS
Bermuda arrived from Malta loaded with jeeps, heli-
copters and large amounts of medical supplies and
food.

To HMS Gambia this was a welcome sight, as she
had been coping with the aftermath of the disaster
almost single-handedly over the previous two days.

Remainder of the day was spent in turning
the job over to HMS Bermuda and land-
ing fresh equipment and stores. Amongst
the new arrivals were many bell tents
which were soon erected to form small

villages to house the homeless population.
Even more welcome were the large field kitchens

needed to cope with the feeding arrangements.
Early on August 16, HMS Gambia began to with-

draw her equipment and rescue squads. Most of the
sailors were asleep on their feet, having preferred to
carry on the rescue work throughout the night.

At 1200hrs the cruiser sailed for Malta and received
a message from the MP for Zantc: "Having just come
back from Zante and having worked side-by-sidc with
the CO and ship's company of HMS Gambia, I would
like to commend them for their gallantry and services
rendered beyond the call of duty.

"We Greeks have a long-standing tradition with the
Royal Navy and it lived up to every expectation in its
infa l l ib le tradition of always being the first to help.

"The high degree of discipline and training of HMS
Gambia's complement produced magnificent results,
felt all through the island of Zante.

"May I also convey to you as the Head of Her
Britannic Majesty's Naval Mission here our heartfelt
gratitude."

• RELIEF: HMS Bermuda at Zakynthos (Zante) where she arrived on August 15, 1953 to take over
earthquake relief work from her sister ship HMS Gambia
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Blackburn Buccaneer
S.Mk. 2, No. 809 Sqn.

Royal Navy, Lossiemouth, Moray,
1968

Features clear canopy with
pilot figures

A: Blackburn Buccanner

S. Mk 2

She was built as the world's
first specially designed, low
level, high speed strike
aircraft. Scaled at 1.72 with a
wingspan of 180mm.

£39.99 UK
£43.03 EU
£44.61 O/Sea

Blackburn Buccaneer
S.Mk. 2. No. 801 Sqn.

Royal Navy, HMS Victorious,
1965
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THK
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B: Blackburn Buccaneer

S. Mk2

Navy News is proud to bring
you this limited edition die
cast Corgi model.

Scaled at 1:72 with a
wingspan of 180mm

Features include: Clear
canopy with pilot figure,
interchangable
undercarriage, bomb bay
detail, authentic armoury,
opening air brakes and
faithfully reproduced livery.

£39.99 UK
£42.76 EU
£44.01 O/Sea

C: Westland SeaKing

The Sea King shares the
search and rescue task
with the RAF's yellow Sea
King HAR.S's in saving lives,
often operating in treacherous
weather conditions
around Britain's coastlines.

Scaled at 1:72 with an
impressive rotor span of
260mm.

£45.00 UK
£47.77 EU
£48.27 O/Sea

Westland SeaKing
HU.5, No. 771 Sqn.

Royal Navy, RNAS Culdrose

Detailed interiors
with pilot figures

Write to -The Business Manager,
Navy News, HMS Nelson,
Queen Street, Portsmouth

PO1 3HH
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phone 023 9282 6040

and our promotions department
will take your order

We accept the following Credit Cards

To order a full catalogue simply
phone 023 9282 6040

and our promotions department
will send you the latest edition

To order online simply log on to
www. n a vy news .co.uk

and order from our secure
online catalogue

U-
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in
£ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4, (minimum order £5.00).

Please note: items shown not actual size. Orders are normally dispatched within 48 hours, however please allow up to 28 days for delivery.
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Resettlement
bring your

.experience
N
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shores
The Royar New Zealand Navy is the best
small nation Navy in the world. And to

ensure we stay that way we are looking to
expand the skills base of our personnel with
the placement of selected applicants with1

extensive Royal Navy experience.

We are currently looking to fill posts in the
Seaman Officer (Bridge Watchkeeping),
Helicopter Pilots (QH1 desirable) and

-Navigation Specialists. ,
*' *^k' '̂ ^ I . * f 7 I 7

DEVELOP THE SKILLS THE POLICE ASSESS.
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME

New Leaf Education Tel: 01302 859954
PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL

www.newleafeducation.co.uk

Train as a TECHNICAL AUTHOR
How many times have you used a badly written
technical manual? If you think you could do better,
find out about training via distance learning as a

Technical Author
Request an information pack:

Tutorex Services, PO Box 266, Salford M6 8GA
Tel/Fax 0161 7072648

infoC") tutorex.co.uk www.tutorcx.co.uk

Workforce
invites Naval
people to call

FIRST established in 1977 at Helcnsburgh, Workforce has a long
history of assisting Service personnel who are looking to com-
mence a new profession when they finish their Service career.

esire to expe
a fantastic lifestyle, youmay be who we're

Apply in the first instance to
navyjobs@ihug.co.nz .

It's your future. Launch it.

theskillsgap.com
MCSCE & MCSA resettlement training Microsoft!
3 MSCE/MCT trainers in the classroom
6 week residential course £3699
(includes VAT and accommodation)

"/// wanted to go down the MCSE route, then this is the place I'd like to
do it -1 take my hat off to the skillsgap "
Peter Labrow - MSCE Shootout - IT Training magazine Aug 02

Places available in May, June and July

01422 845740 For impartial and honest information
www.theskillsgap.com

To advertise your business or services with Navy News, call our Advertising Department now!
Sarah Jacobs 023 9272 5062; Lyn Hodge 023 9272 4226 or Sheila Thompson 023 9275 6951

A branch of Workforce opened
in Rosyth in 1998, and both offices
have been successful in the placing
of both Service personnel and
civilians in temporary or perma-
nent employment with companies
requiring skilled and experienced
staff.

Workforce says that it is always
delighted to receive a call from
Royal Naval or Royal Marine per-
sonnel who wish to have an infor-
mal meeting in their offices to dis-
cuss the transition from Service to
civilian employment.

The agency is able to offer
advice in the presentation and lay-
out of personal information to the
best advance, and trained consul-
tants arc on hand to compile pro-
fessional CVs to potential employ-
ers.

Workforce has experience that
many companies are particularly
interested in Service personnel
who have the skills and disciplines
they need - indeed, many employ-
ers consider that Forces personnel
have the quality of'going the extra
mile' which is so essential in
today's fast-paced working envi-
ronment.

The company's teams of profes-
sionally-trained recruitment con-
sultants are headed by Margaret
McDonach and her area and qual-
ity manager Bev Leatherby with
extensive experience in pcr-
sonnnel recruitment.

ACE Aviation Services serco
Ex Military Aircraft Engineers Urgently Required

We have a contract commencing soon for Safety Equipment
Specialists and we are looking for suitable candidates with
ex navy/forces background. We are also looking for Qualified
Aircraft Engineers with experience on Lynx helicopters
particularly for anyone who has 'hands-on' Supervisory
experience

We are currently looking for the following to start immediately:
- WRAM experienced operators
- Lynx Supervisor (L)
- Lynx Supervisor (R)
- Lynx & Seaking Mechanical Supervisors

If you have left the Navy in the last few years we would like to hear
from you for these or future contracts.

Ex- Royal Navy/Forces Engineers who have experience
on other aircraft are invited to send their details for any
forthcoming contracts in both military and civil aviation.

If you haven't done contract work before don't worry our
professional staff can guide you through the hassle free process

to help you improve your earning potential.

If you are interested please contact our recruitment team on
01256 382600 or email your CV to acecv@serco.com

ACE Aviation Services, Enterprise House,
11 Bartley Wood Business Park, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9XB

Tel: 01256 382600 Fax: 01256 382609
Web: www.aceaviationservices.com Agency

Are YOU Missing Something Good?

WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR?
Take control of your own future by achieving Tech
5360, the best recognised qualification for technical
authors.

Study anywhere, any time, with the College which
is a Preferred Supplier to the Careers Transition
Partnership.

The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN)

POBox7,CHEADLE,SK83BY

0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com

Leaving the
full-time Navy?

Why not be paid
in your spare

time?
•

fiHI
•WK«*̂ _ R O Y A L N A V A L

R E S E R V E

T H E T E A M W O R K S

r o y a l n a v y . m o d . u k / r n r O 8 4 5 6 O7 55 55

Please quote "Navy News" when enquiring

I The MOD has introduced a policy of routine notification of reserve service to civilian employers. You will be

| required to provide full details of your employer on joining the reserve forces and you will then be eipecled

to inform them of your reserve liability. Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, aged

| between 16 and 40 (45 for ei-RN), male or female and physically f i t . A number of caeer paths however, are

only available to British Citizens. CRB disclosure procedures may be required in certain cases.

Technical
skills make
technical
authors

THESE days everybody uses a
number of technological devices
from simple gadgets such as calcu-
lators to complex hi-fi and com-
puter systems.

One thing they all have in com-
mon is the 'instruction manual'. At
best the instructions are easy to
follow and allow equipment to be
set up quickly and used.

Unfortunately experience pre-
dicts badly-written manuals that
cause frustration and wasted time.

Every conceivable type of
equipment or plant requires tech-
nical documentation to ensure
that it is used efficiently and safe-
ly. Clearly this documentation
must be produced by those with a
thorough understanding of the
equipment in question.

What is less obvious however is
that as well as technical expertise
the authors of such documents
must be able to write clearly and
logically. This is the job of the
technical author.

Technical authors come from
many different technical back-
grounds, including among others,
mechanical, electronic and electri-
cal engineering, computing, ship-
building and aerospace industries.

The skill of the technical author
is the communication of informa-
tion to others.

Aviation
support is
top at Ace

ACE AVIATION Services is a
market leader in the provision of
worldwide aviation support.

It has a reputation founded on
the creation of innovative partner-
ing strategics for the delivery of
quality, reliability and value for
money.

Ace Aviation is a division of
Scrco Limited and operates within
Serco Aerospace. The company
has extensive experience of pro-
viding contract support to both
military and civil customers.

The List
- The job seeker
& recruitment

network for all ranks
www.thelistuk.com
E-mail:info.thelistuk@btconnect.com
Tel: 01483200863

REPAIR TECHNIQUES
By

Our Best Work
Always Goes

Unnoticed
07717-794808

or 0800-018-9619
(8.30am-5pm)

SPECIAL RATES FOR
SERVICE PERSONNEL
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Resettlement
Courses help in

hunt for jobs
Work at your sport!

BriMap was founded three years ago by
John Bricknell and Alistair Mapperley.

Alistair is a recruitment office man-
ager of ten years experience dealing
with the telecommunications and IT
sectors and ex-Forces, while John has
over eight years experience wi th in the
Armed Forces as a recruitment adviser
helping ex-Service personnel find
worthwhile training and jobs, as well as
ten years IT/Nctworking/programming
and two years recruitment agency expe-
rience dealing with ex-Forces.

BriMap's main customer base has
always been ex-Forces personnel and
over the past two years has bui l t a num-
ber of courses to help students obtain
worthwhile well-paid jobs.

The BriMap policy is very simple:
• Analyse the market/industry sectors
and determine wiiere weaknesses are in
terms of trained/experienced personnel
• Create a BTEC course that provides
students with the required qualifica-
tions needed to help them obtain a job
• Contact companies who are looking
for robustly-trained individuals
• Arrange a two-week on-job training
schedule (where possible)
• If candidate is successful, lu l l - t ime
arrangements are made (position pend-
ing)-

John said: "Ex-Forces personnel arc-
highly trained in their given field of
expertise and gain years of practical
experience, sometimes under the most
arduous conditions that anyone wil l
ever experience.

"They have no concept of failure or
clocking off early and they will stay un t i l
the job is finished.

"These guys arc mentally and physi-
cally strong, enjoy challenges and are
used to travelling abroad if necessary.
What more could an employer ask for?"
• BriMap has been approached by a
company who will he looking for future
candidates to be trained as installers of
a new micro wind-powered generator,
normally installed on top of office
buildings and domestic houses.

There are contracts all over the UK
and the future possibility of installing
them abroad.

If you have a technical bias, ic elec-
trical and would like to be involved in a
brand-new product that will not only
save people money but also dramatical-
ly help the environment, then please
email jobs@brimap.com along with your
CV, or telephone 0845 230 2302.

Reward for
application

Settling into Civvy Street can be more
daunting now than it was a few years
ago - these days there are so many
other issues to contend with.

Large and small companies cutting
back and making redundancies, pen-
sions being unreliable, bosses recruiting
younger and younger staff and compa-
nies relocating overseas. So why gamble
your future with an employer who will
not guarantee your security or future?

Working Partners is a solid, depend-
able, highly-ethical company that has
no barrier on age, sex, race or creed.

It positively encourages drive and
determination and places no ceiling
whatsoever on goals.

The company is privately-owned and
has an annual turnover of $1.77 billion.
It is debt-free and owns over $1 billion
of assets worldwide. The company is
forecasted, and experiencing, phenome-
nal global growth. It opened its UK
operation nine years ago, has a turnover
(2002) exceeding £25 million and has
ambitious, realistic plans to exceed £100
million in the next five years.

Working Partners is certainly no get-
rich-quick scheme, but is a relatively sim-
ple business opportunity which requires
hard work, application, discipline and
willingness to learn to make it work, and
the rewards and lifestyle which could be
gained are considerable.

Contact Judith Dodson at Working
Partners, tcl 01283 217422, email
jntliih@siart2liveit. ca.uk, or see
wwwstart2liveit.co.uk

Imagine skiing or snowboarding as a
career - world-class resort, professional
instructor qualification. Possible? Most
definitely!

The International Academy hand-
pick the best courses and finest loca-
tions, such as Mammoth in the USA,
and Whistler in Canada also New
Zealand and Chile.

It provides residential courses for
individuals from the Armed Forces to
train as ski and snowboard instructors,
gaining a professional qualif icat ion
which is recognised worldwide.

You don't have to be an expert -
most standards can be accepted.

The Academy exists in fu l l partner-
ship with each resort and the courses
are conducted within the framework of
official ski schools with qualifications
awarded by relevant governing bodies.

The duration of the courses are four
to 12 weeks and are structured so that

delegates can achieve either a level 1
skiing or snowboarding qualification or
both. Level 2 is also possible in Canada.

The pass rate is exceptionally high
(currently 97%) with many delegates
going on to find work throughout the
world, with potential opportunities also
offered by the ski/snowboard schools
which trained them.

Over the last 6 years, we have trained
many people from the Armed Forces on
resettlement schemes.

For water sports fans, four to six-
week diving and white water rafting
instructor courses in the Seychelles and
British Columbia are available.

For more details contact: The
International Academy pic, St Hilary
Court, Copthorne Way, Culverhouse
Cross, Cardiff, CF5 6ES, tcl: 029 20 672
500, fax: 029 20 672 510, email
info@theintenuitionalacademy.com, or
see www.theinternatitmtllacademy.com

Working Partners...

This Team Works Too

Find out how to leave the Royal Navy with a
secure future ahead of you.

Visit: www.start2liveit.co.uk

...together we prosper

BK VOUR OWIN BOSS!

\Ve are looking for sell-mot j vatecl, enthusiastic indi v iUuals
or couples with a desire to exceed their current earnings.
l-Jccome pait of a dynamic team in a rapidly expanding

liome-r*ased business.
"Fills can t>o part-time or full-time — triinimal investment.

"To icarn more visit \ v v v w . N J o l i i t r m l n'TVvini?..co.uk
Or telephone O7876 75643O.

YOU I I A V R NOT-HINCi TO LOSI-1 - HUT YOU M K i l l T
JUST HAVH /\ LOT TO C i A I N ! !

(est 1977)

Providing a professional & efficient recruitment service
for ex-Royal Naval and Royal Marine Personnel

If you are leaving the Services and thinking of a new career we
would love to assist.

We are constantly required to provide details on ex-Service
Personnel , who with their specialist knowledge and expertise are

just what our clients' require.
Why not contact our trained and qualified Recruitment Consultants

who would be delighted to offer their assistance and advice free.
Helcnsburgh: 01436 672754 Kosyth: 01383 420000

Kmail: recruitmcntfV^wfsba.co.uk website: www.wfsba.co.uk

Head Office: 17-19 John Street, Helensburgh, G84 8BA
• Free advice and registration

LOOKING FOR
ANEW
CAREER PATH?
Train to be an instructor
in the sport you love!
4-12 week professional
instructor training courses

Beginners Welcome!

Canada, USA,
Seychelles and
New Zealand

the
Inter-

national
Academy

Call Now on 029 20 672 500
www.theinternationalacademy.com
info@theinternationalacademy.com

BriMap Training & Recruitment
Providers of Resettlement & Personal Development Training

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Professional Development Certificate in Communications Systems

• Comprises 5 higher level BTEC Edexcel modules, aimed at
students wishing to qualify at Technician level within the
Communications Industry.

• Certification awards a PDC from the University of Central
England.

Modules are transferable to HNC/HND or Degree courses.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
(short courses)

Microsoft Certified Systems Administrator

Covers all 4 exams to become a Certified Systems Administrator.
Conducted over 3 separate weeks at the University of Central
England awarding 3 BTEC Edexcel modules at higher level.

BTEC Edexcel award in Web Design

Conducted over 3 days with a fourth optional exam day leading to
an Edexcel award.

Edexcel award in Project Management for Cross Team Members

Aimed at professionals seeking to enter the Project Management
industry or work as part of an integrated Project Team, awarding a
BTEC Edexcel higher level certificate.

O845 23O 23O2
info@brimap.com

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Certificate in Project Management (APMP)

This course is based on the APM book of knowledge and aimed
at students wishing to enter the Project Management Industry at
management level. APM membership is also included.

• Higher level certification is awarded by the University of Central
England. APMP awarded upon completion of exam.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Professional Development Certificate in Information Communications
Technology (MCSA)

Comprises of 5 higher level BTEC Edexcel modules, aimed at
students wishing to enter the Computing/IT industry at Associate or
Administrator level. Course covers the complete MCSA programme
and IT Essentials I and II (sponsored by Microsoft and Cisco Systems).

• Certification awards a PDC from the University of Central England.

Modules are transferable to HNC/HND or Degree courses.

RECRUITMENT

If you are an employer or candidate and would like information
regarding our innovative recruitment services, please contact us
at jobs@brimap.com

OTHER COURSES

The Gatehouse, 27 Gate Lane, Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B73 5TR Cisco (5 days) A+ (Sdays) Network+ (5 days) CCNP (4 weeks).

Cisco S Y S T E M S
Learning
Partner Gfi

A preferred supplier to the

career transition partnership
T Se Mm try o* D*f «tK« worlung with fcght Management

BTEC
from Edexcel

Microsoft'
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The Longest Battle

The BATTLE
of the

ATLANTIC

An o f f i c i a l S o u v e n i r
V i d e o

This video, commissioned by the Royal Navy to
commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the Battle
of the Atlantic - is a vivid and fitting tribute to
those who served in the Royal Navy and
Merchant Navy during World War II.

The video is introduced by the First Sea Lord and
narrated by Lord Richard Attenborough. Veterans
recount their own stories, and Captain Pat
Walker pays tribute to his Grandfather, the
renowned hero of the Battle of the Atlantic. Other
highlights include key moments during the
commemoration in Liverpool.

Production will be limited, so do not miss this outstanding
opportunity. Video approximately 35mins running time

ROYAL
NAVY

www.royalnavy.mod.uk

£5.99
Overseas please add

UK,
£2.61

To order simply phone 023 9282 uu-,u -
or write to: The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in

i Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or For payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4.

Pteose nole: Orders ore normo/ry dispatched wrt/im 48 noun, however please oHow up to 28 days for delivery.

Paradigm
Services
An EADS SPACE Company

Paradigm services provides
welfare communications services
which link UK Forces on
operational duty with their
families and friends back home.

Buy £10 cards from your NAAFI or
EFI or dial *0 to add Private
Credit to your Account Card

I
www.paradigmservices.com

For more information on Paradigm Services,
please contact:

Customer Support
Telephone: +441438778181
Fax: +441438773664
E-mail: customersupport@paradigmservices.com DCSA

2 Harford St, Mile End, London E1 4PS
Tel: Q2Q 77 900 900 Fax: Q2Q 77 910 008

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 09:00 - 17:30
Sat CLOSED, Sun 10:00 - 13:00

OD830XJ03ID

a?
QEteEDGC?

" 0333
Q2Q0DBuffaloGGKZB0

dJGeCfto

psceSsQ cfflli cos
GfcCCxa? S2di33 (fee?

Sa? QMtEQ G2ne Qacfl

a S.A.E fo»r FREE Catalogue quoting Navy News. subject to current cat. Standard UK p&p £3.99
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Recruitment A Business Opportunities

NAVY

Enlist on a
Full Time Reserve Service

(Limited Commitment)
for employment in a

specified location
for 3 years

with prospects for further
2 year commitments.

Naval
Careers
Servic

ancheste

Birming

ROYAI.
MARINES

FTRS rates of pay

The Director of Naval Recruiting
is currently seeking

RN & RM WOs,
Senior Rates and SNCOs

to work as
Careers Advisers
at these locations:

(reviewed annually
and pensionable)

CA3/«vw £24,042
rising to

CA1 up to £33,595
Regular Service Pensions

will be abated
so thai your total

remuneration will not exceed
your basic pay
on the last day

y^i i ̂  f -ff regular service.Chelmsfora

am

^ _7or further information please contact:
DNR SO3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray ~ PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359

NAME THE PIRATES COMPETITION',
www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders'

To advertise on our Recruitment and Business Opportunities page, contact our advertising team now!
Sarah Jacobs 02392 725062 • Lyn Hodge 02392 724226 • Shiela Thompson 02392 756951

or Fax us on 02392 830149
email: advertising@navynews.co.uk www.navynews.co.uk

serco
Serco Aerospace provide Aviation Engineering and

associated support to the MOD at various establishments
throughout the UK.

Currently at RNAS Yeovilton we have vacancies for
Supervisors and Fitters in the following areas:

Lynx and Seaking Aircraft Engineering -
(All trades)
GEM Engine Shop
Transmission Bay
815 Squadron GSE
Mechanical Workshops
Survival Equipment Maintainers -
(Ships Flight S.E cross trained personnel
considered, OJT will be provided)

If you are interested in any of these positions,
please apply to: Miss Laura Roddie,

Contract Administrator, Serco Aerospace, Building 160,
RNAS Yeovilton, llchester, Somerset. BA22 8HT

or telephone 01935 455456 for further information

YOU N'T HAVE TO BE
ON THE FRONT LINE
TO BE PART OF THE ACTION

Nor do you have to wear a uniform to play a crucial role supporting the objectives of Britain's armed forces. The Military Support Function offers

suitably experienced civilians management level opportunities in many areas of expertise, ranging from weapons to welfare, security to IT, and finance

to logistics. | We are looking for talented individuals with a good understanding of the needs of the Armed Services. Currently there are opportunities

in the UK and overseas in just some of these areas, with many more due to become available. Salaries start from £16,281 rising to £35,004

depending on the level of the post, your experience and expertise. | To find out more visit www.jobs.mod.uk or write to Military Support Function (Recruitment),

PO Box 3424, Bath BA1 5ZP. The MOD is an equal opportunities employer aiming for the widest possible diversity in its workforce and drawing recruits ,->'"% v

iira/
from every part of the community. •»"•>
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ed on
Moving back to the UK? Moving Overseas?

Has your child special educational needs?

Considering Boarding School education?

Know about educational changes in the UK?

SCE(UK) for FREE advice and support:

Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244

Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245

email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk

UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING

20% REMISSION
OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES,

CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS
Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years)

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS

We think there are 3 important points, above all others, that make Queen
Ethelburgas your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child.

Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we
have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in
ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus
is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding facilities
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, voice
mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more.
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring.
Thirdly we have a history of being a Sunday Times

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results

We have invested over £18m in new facilities and offer a huge range of
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 98% of our
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com)

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'S COLLEGE
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England.

Tel: 08707 42 33 30
Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu

Easy to
get to by

road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M

Living life lfi|r~
to the full -DEL
is the key
to Royal
Hospital
School

Education

The Royal Hospital School is the
largest HMC full hoarding school
in East Anglia with some 690
pupils.

Founded at Greenwich in 1712
to educate the sons of seafarers, it
moved to its present superb 2(X)-
acre site on the banks of the River
Stour in Suffolk in 1933.

Whilst fully co-educational and
open to children from all back-
grounds, the school is proud of its
long seafaring traditions, and still
holds around 12 ceremonial
parades during the academic year.

The children and grandchildren
of seafarers are also eligible for
the School's own Assisted Places
Scheme, with these based on
parental income.

The Royal Hospital School is
the only full seven day a week
boarding school remaining in East
Anglia and, whilst demanding high
academic standards, places a great
emphasis on the development of
individual potential and, of course
in having fun, whether it be in
games, drama, sailing, outdoor
pursuits or any of the impressive
list of extra-curricular activities
that take place after school or at
weekends.

There is a particularly strong
musical tradition, and as well as
performing regularly in School,
the Choir and Band are much in
demand both locally and national-
ly-

The School is fortunate to have
the financial backing of the Crown
Charity, Greenwich Hospital; over
nine million pounds has been
spent over the last ten years alone
in refurbishing all boarding
accommodation, building a new
Design Technology facility, new
computer facilities, and a floodlit
artificial hockey pitch.

The latest additions are the two
extensions to the Upper Sixth
boarding house, a Sixth Form
Centre and the Trafalgar Rooms,
where there is a cafe, hairdressing
salon and a School Shop.

Boarding at RHS is not just
about going to school but living
life to the full.

THE DUKE OF YORK'S
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL, DOVER

founded in 18113

THE UNIQUE BOARDING SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN Of SERVICE PERSONNEL.

•'Looking forward »ith confidence - looking hack with pride"

The Duke of York's School has excellent exam results across a
broad curriculum, and high expectations in all that it does.

• It is a lOIK'r boarding school for 5(10 pupils providing precisely
the caring, secure and stable environment needed for service
children.

With outstanding facilities and a strong reputation in sport,
music and drama, pupils are given many opportunities to excel.

•Subsidised fees for sons and daughters of serving and retired
service personnel.

Further enquiries to:
Headmaster

The Duke of York's School. Dover CT15 5EQ
Phone:(01304)245024 Fax:(01304)245019

E-mail: headniaster@dovrms.tom

TRINITY SCHOOL

ROMAN CATHOLIC & ANGLICAN FOUNDATION
INDEPENDENT, CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY AND BOARDING

SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN
Nursery 3 months - 3 years, Preparatory 4-11, Senior 11-19

Recent Excellence Award from the Independent Schools Association
and Investors in People Award

We Have:
• Small classes • Christian Ethos
4 Over 30 extra-curricular activities

* 20 Advanced Level subjects and AVCE offered
• Boarding accommodation with en-suite facilities

4 Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, overlooking the English Channel
^ A friendly, caring environment with individual attention for all pupils
4 Over £3.5 million has been spent on new facilities over the last 6 years

* One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders with a real
family atmosphere

Bursaries available to Forces families
You will he warmly welcomed, when you visit the school. Early application is
recommended, to avoid disappointment. Please contact LesUy Cunningham

TRINITY SCHOOL
BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 SLY

Tel(01626) 774138 Fax (01626) 771541
e-mail: enquiries@trinityschool.co.uk www.trinityschool.co.uk

. Member of AEGIS, BSA, ISA, ISIS. Accredited by British Council &£ ISC

Founded 1712

Royal Hospital School
Holbrook, Suffolk, IP9 2RX

Tel 01473 326200 Fax 01473 326213
registrar@royalhospitalschool.org

Headmaster's Portsmouth Presentation;

At the Portsmouth Marriott Hotel
On Tuesday 4th November at 6.45pm

Opening Mornings;
Saturday 4th October at 10am

Saturday 8th November at 10am

East Anglia's largest HMC co-educational full

boarding school for 680 pupils aged 11 - 18,

offering fee concessions to the children

and grandchildren of seafarers.

www.royalhospitalschool.org j^

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ADVERTISING ON OUR WEBSITE?
Now you can reach a truly global audience! To find out more contact:

SheilaThompson 023 9275 6951
www.navynews.co.uk
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Miscellaneous
WALL SHIELDS OF
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS

Hand painted on wooden base Sin x 7in

£28.95 + £1.50 UK Postage.
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)

specialist experience over 85 years

C.H.MUNDAY LTD
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road

St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627

email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk

Reynolds Sports
EMBROIDERED Sweaters, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, Caps & Badges

PRINTED T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets, Caps & Badges
and lots more - all from one supplier! MINIMUM QUANTITY ONLY 12

BFFO Tax Free Service - send for our full priee list
12-13 Crofton Close, Allenhy Business Village, Lincoln LN3 4NT

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383
enquiries (Si rev nolds-sporls.co.uk www.reynolds-sports.co.uk

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA

TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152
e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

Which ship were you in.-

Wright & Logan
At

the Royal Naval Museum,
Portsmouth

Telephone:
023 9282 6682
www.wrightandlogan.co.uk
Rachel @ victory2005.co.uk

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES &
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS

(Select any ihip or F.A.A. Squadron etc.)

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS,
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION)

Should there be any item you require which is not shown, please contact us, and we
will endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the products in our portfolio.

Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give you
prices and quantity discounts upon application.

Military Matters
Burn Bank Lodge, Burn Bank, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7LT
Tel: 01457 877010 Fax: 01457 878499 c-mail:military.matters@blopenworld.com

HMS BELLS
GUN TQMP1ONS

BOAT BADGES
TREADPLATES

Sought by Private Collector.

I will pay the best cash price.

Instant decision given.

Call David on
01277355103

No Waffle!
Quality Clothing at the Right Price.

Embroidered or Printed, Polo's,
T-shirts, Sweatshirts, Baseball Caps,
Sports Clothing, MotorSport Jackets,

Zippo Lighters, Glassware, Silverware,
Mugs, ID Badges etc.

We're your
'One Stop Promotional Shop'!!

Also available, Diego Garcia Crested
Clothing!

JoBlaine Mugs & Promotions

of Plymouth

Tel/Fax: 01752-316914

Mobile: 07905552318
E-mail: sales@joblaine.co.uk

www.joblainepromotions.co.uk

Did you serve in the Gulf?
For an official M.O.D approved Personalised

Wall Plaque, to commemorate your participation

VISIT:
www.iwasthere.co.uk
Tel. 01702 468124

NAVY NEWS ADVERTISING RATES
(excl. VAT) as effective from 1st June 2002

DISPLAY
Full Page £2,235
Half Page £1,235
Quarter Page £699
S.c.c. (min 3 cm) £13.85

CLASSIFIED

Lineage 90p per word

Trade minimum 30wds.

For Sale, Minimum lOwds.

Box number £3

PENFRIENDS See details on pagelO

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Decaib avaOable on request.

Telephone: 023 9272 5062
Fax: 023 9283 0149

for a full Media Pack wwwjunrynewsxojdc

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN - IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE

WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE

AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS,

VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDALS

SUEZ CANAL ZONE AND GOLDEN JUBILEE MEDALS

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH.

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723.

e-mail: ctirissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE Co - Military Badge Specialist

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL
SERVICE LTD

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting.
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor. Bromsgrove, VVorcs B61 SI.I .

Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 576798
Local Rate UK Only: 0845 6582001

MKDAI.S PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTED COURT OR ORDINARY STYI.K.

Order online using; our secure website \vww.worcmedals.com
I.-mail us at \vms@worcmedals.com

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR
* Wide range of quality garments

* Free cotow brochure. * Low MMMRI order

* Competitive prices -

embroidered polos from (6.00,

£8.00, t-shirts £4.75
* Fret nrJrroidoy proof

* No set up
Quick delivery

SPJ HH Ktof-.tx. **££ T-S-JIT?.
BAfMKM MOON WORKSHOP

48 Old UKK, Birtensh<j» Snxlfwd BD11 2JX
Tel 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524

www.bonaAdfflcon.co.uk
e-mail solts@txmancnwon.co.uk

EMBROIDERED BADGES

CUMMERBUNDSJIES

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50

Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps

All made to order.
Ross Art Embroidery

7 Wall Road, Gwinear,
Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5HA.

Tel/Fax: O1736 85O724

SOUTHSEA HYPNOTHERAPIST
BA, MSc, Diploma Clinical Hypnosis,

Member of British Institute of Hypnotherapy

Single session stop-smoking treatment.
Also, hypnosis for stress, phobias,

weight control, and other problems.

Call David on 02392 752 576
E-mail:david@wheat1.freeserve.co.uk

INEXPENSIVE ORIGINAL
DRAWINGS OF YOUR SHIP

Meticulously researched and superbly drawn
exactly as you remember her.

All ships from all eras. Call for details:

KEITH BACON MARINE ARTIST

Tel: 01709 523254
email: kbaconmarineart@aol.com
THE PERFECT BIRTHDAY OR XMAS PRESENT

HMS OCEAN
QUEEN'S JUBILEE

COMMEMORATIVE MUGS
Anyone who has paid for but has
yet to collect their Jubilee mugs
from HMS OCEAN should do
so via the ships secretary before

3177/2004

Navy News Own Products
If you are not satisfied with one

of our own product* sold through
this paper, simply return it to us

unused within 14 days and we will
replace it free of charge or issue
a full refund (including postage)

This guarantee does not affect your
statutory rights

Navy News Notice To Readers
The publishers of Navy News

cannot accept responsibility for
the accuracy of any advertisement

or for any loses suffered by any
readers as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make

their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commercial, legal and

financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally

binding agreement.

SKYDIVING COURSES
IN FLORIDA

Frcefall Adventures, Florida are happy
to offer Military Discounted Skydiving Courses

for beginner to advanced students in beautiful
Sebastian, Florida. Our Skydiving School is
British owned and operated. Located on the

east coast of Florida, this tropical paradise is a
great place for your skydiving vacation.
Come join us for extreme fun in the sun.

Contact us for further details

Freefall Adventures, Florida
m *¥. AJnwrt Oriw. SetettM, Fbrisi 329% USA
Tel:(772) 388 05SO-Fax:(772) 581 4468

Email: skydiveMik@aol.com
www.ffadventures.com

£f»lPS £> AlfcCPA-Ff
PRAWN AMD PAIMTED

ie Jones, 135 Ashboume
.. Liverpool U79Q(a .0151-127 3&I

i^ now available
Contact us for
details

015-18 830~1
medal*: br.4bunmim.com
www.bigbunmint.tom
Contributions 10 SSAF

tfAMPfRS
A tasteful

way to present

your romantic

intentions

www.naughtyhampers.com
Tel: 0870 240 1498

& PLAQUES
By Mail Order

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/REGIMENTS/CLUB
MM Services and custom-made for Clubs,

Bands, Choirs, etc. Blazer buttons, medals,
ribbons & sundries

Please send SAE for lists
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane,

Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200

email: pam.lewis@totalise.co.uk
www.theheraldiccompany.co.uk

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer Badges,
Cuff-Links, Buttons, Medals, Cap
Badges, Militaria. £2.00 for l is t .
Cairncross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Vue
St., Filey, N. Yorks YO14 9HU.
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

GOU5W1RE BADGES-ALL SHIPS ETC C11.00
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS..-. £26X0
STANDARD CARRIERS ~...£3K»
STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER €35.00
GOLD CORDS 8FT FOR STD £2100
STANDARD CARRYING CASE £34X0

£1200
£50)0WHITE COTTON GLOVES _____

WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WITH LOGO-
NAVY / BLACK BERETS 6''.—8
ANY ASSN BERET BADGE.
R.N. 8 NAVAL DIVISION TIES

£6_50

—£7.50
£5X10

—HUH
R.N. BOWTIES _ £11X10
BLACK CUP-ON TIES £5X0

Royal Marines Pith Helmets from £75.00
Officers Cap Badges £12.00
Gold Sword Knot £23.00
Leather Sword Belts £70.00
Sword Bags £30.00

R.N. BUTTONS LARGE/SMALL
R.N, R.M., WALL PLAQUES rXT
PACE STICKS
R.N. LUGGAGE TAGS
FUDGE MAGNETS MOST SHIPS
KEYRINGS MOST SHIPS.
STANDARD POLE BRASS FINIALS, R.NA. R.M £26X10
BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGE, RNA E10XO
STANDARD POLES T £48X10

STANDARD POLE 8' £51.00

namrwimrn OAHMEHTS
WINTER BLOUSONS, BLACK. aNA. R.M E22XO
WHrrE PILOT SHIRTS R.NA, R.M £13.40
SWEATSHIRTS aNA. RM., NAVY. GREY £16.50

SEND FOR FREE LIST

all prices include PAP
11, Dalehead Drive, Shaw, land. OL2 SJT

Tel/Fax: O17O6 846648
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

E-mail:- sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

FLAGS & FLAGPOLES
| QUALITY HAND SEWN

NATIONAL FLAGS
& ENSIGNS.

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE
+ JUBILEE OFFERS

| Also Bunting, Handwning & Table Flags.
And Economy Sft \ 3ft Flags £7.99

FLAGS GLOBAL
Unit C6 Laser Quay, Medway City Est

Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 297709

www.flagsglobal.co.uk

IWANTEDh
H.M.S. Bell's

Name Boards &
Crests, Tread Plates
Thomas Kerrigan,

12 Summerhill North,
St Lukes, Cork IRL

00 353 214501573
^ Collector in UK monthly j

Coming soon....

despatchboxes.com
great gifts for birthdays, anniversaries

Xmas, moving house, new baby
...wives, boyfriends, the kids,

mates, brothers, sisters, grandparents...

www.messdress.com
secure online shopping

Miniature and Full size medals are supplied.

Miniature Medals from £4. Medal mounting @ £4 per medal.

Your medals are cleaned and ribbons are changed.

Military Uniforms for all Services.

The Mess Dress Ltd.
88 Stewart Road, Bournemouth BH8 8NU

Tel:01202 302846 - Fax:01202 383874 - sale8@me88dress.com

Turner Virr & Co Ltd are able to offer a full range of

Royal Navy Officers and Senior Rates uniforms at ex

factory prices, we also supply caps, miniature medals,

mounting, gold lacing and other accroutrements.

Why pay inflated prices when you can buy
direct from the supplier?

T Contact Fareham 01329 238881
ITier Virr or Raleigh 01752815586
& Co. Ltd. mom

Uniform Specialists Email perryjnacfcney^dtumervirr.co-uk

Cry slat/glass engraving.
Engraving from ships crests
your ships silhouette for the whole ships
crew or just individuals.
Engraved onto tankards, decanters,
paperweights etc
15 years experience with prompt delivery

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE
13 Victoria Road, Wdlingborough,
Northants NN8 1HN
Tel/Fax 01933 277741 Mobile 07919 352637
E mail nigel@nandenonl3.bneLco.uk

www.artandglass.co.uk

Adult Videos
€r DVDs

Tel: 02893 322536
for a FREE Catalogue

www.VideoShack.co.uk

Supplied discretely
to Adults Only

Heritage Fanfares and Bugles
Civilian military style Buglers

for all occasions
funerals for exservicemen/women

bugle calls for private functions
fanfares for weddings and all events

Steve Worrall
Call: 07796-107062

e-mail; stephen@worrall2128.fsnet.co.uk

PONGO,JACK:
& CRABFAT :

MIUTARY SURPLUS:
TEL:07703188096|

E-MAIL
pjcsurplus@aol.com

H.M.S. DIOMEDE ships name-
board, from Leander Class Frigate
F16. First commissioned 1971.
Excellent condition. £750 o.n.o.
Tel: 01962 865512
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THE HEROIC NELSON
At just 18 years of
age, Horatio Nelson
promised: "I will be a
hero and, confiding in
providence, I will
brave every danger."
More than 200 years
later. Admiral Nelson
is still held as a hero
by the modern Royal
Navy.
This month in the
Young Readers Club
we'll tell you some of
the reasons why...

Flying the
flags of war
One of the most
famous moments of
the Battle of
Trafalgar was when
Nelson ordered a
signal to be flown in
flags that said:
"England expects that
every man will do his
duty".
Apparently when the
flags started to go up
the response of
Nelson's second-in-
command Vice Admiral
Collingwood was to
say: "What is Nelson
signalling about? We
all know what we have
to do." But once the
message was finished
he made it known to
all in his ship.
Originally Nelson had
intended to signal:
"England confides that
every man will do his
duty".
But his signal
lieutenant suggested
that he change it to
"expects" - a word
that already had an
entry in their flags
codebook.

N£ READERS
Young Reoders Club, Navy News, HAAS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH

www. navy news. co. uk/youngreaders youngreaders@navynews .co.uk

MEMBERS ONLY
COMPETITION

Win a copy of the fantastic
new Artemis Fowl book!
In Artemis Fowl The Eternity

Code, Artemis is plotting to do
one last deal with the fairy folk

but can he pull it off without
endangering the entire fairy race
and losing his trusty bodyguard

Butler in the process?
There's only one thing for sure:

Artemis Fowl is in trouble,
and this time its serious!

To win a copy of this brilliant new
book just tell us who Artemis is

plotting to do a deal with?

ARjrmis
FOWL

Send your answers on a postcard or email
marked 'Artemis Fowl' to the usual address.

Closing date is 31/10/2003.
Normal competition rules apply.

Nelson's
flagship
Victory
HAAS Victory is the
oldest warship still to be
in service with a navy.
For she is still a
commissioned ship in the
Fleet of the Royal Navy
and remains HAAS.

The triumph and the
tragedy of Trafalgar
The Battle of Trafalgar
took place on October
21. 1805, as part of the
great war against France
that raged from 1793 to
1815.
Horatio Nelson led his
fleet of 27 British ships
against a French and
Spanish force of 33
battleships.
Nelson had a plan of
battle that he carefully
taught to his ships'
captains in advance.
Nelson aimed to produce
a chaotic fight, where the
superior ship-handling
and gunnery of the

British would bring
victory.
The battle was a fierce
and bloody one, but the
British proved
triumphant.
However Nelson himself
was shot down on the
quarterdeck of HMS
Victory - and died at
4:30pm.
Nelson was such a
popular hero with the
British public that the
celebration of his
victory was balanced by
the sadness over his
death.
The battle proved the

strength of the British
training and tactics that
was to set it apart from
its enemies for the next
century.

Where in the world...?

Members
birthdays
Best wishes from YRC
to everyone with on
autumnal October
birthday. Hope you have
a great day:

Ryan Ashworth
Christopher Barnes
Matthew Barrott
Owen Baxter
Jack Best
William Britton
Joseph Buttrick
Louise Carle
Michael Cam
Ian Carter
Megan Cox
Alexandra Cox
Michael Croft
Karen Crook
Mathew Darcy
Oliver Dove
Robert Fysh
James Gardener
James Garrity
Helen Sent
Liam Hart
Penelope Hughes
Jackson Jenkins
Rebecca Jones
Floyd King
David Kiriakidis
Regan Laing
Callun Lavington
Kit Leahy
Kieran Livell
Katie Lucas
Thomas Marshall
Charlotte McCaffrey
Ross Mill
Stephen O'Dea
Steven Quilter
Rebecca Quinn
Bernadette Roberts
Jack Sergeant
Liam Scales
Olivia Sims
Harry Sims
Zoe Smith
Jack Somers
Harriet Stokes
Rebecca Swarbrick
Donna Swarbrick
Harriet Van Der Vliet
James Wake
Alexandra Water-house
Megan Watson
Karen Wilkes
Laura Wood

Ships from the Royal Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary, and aircraft
from the Fleet Air Arm, have been travelling all around the world for
the past few months. Here ore a few of the places they have visited...

of the Second Sea Lora,
and can be found at
Portsmouth Naval Base,
where she is open to
visitors.
She was designed by Sir
Thomas Slade, launched
in May 1765. and
commissioned in March
1778 with 104 guns, four
acres of sail and 27
miles of rigging.
Victory became Nelson's
flagship in 1803, and in
1805 she led his line on
attacking the enemy
fleet at the Battle of
Trafalgar.
The captain of HMS
Victory at Trafalgar was
Thomas Hardy, who had
served with Nelson for
many years.
After Trafalgar Victory
eventually came to be
permanently harboured
off Portsmouth. It
wasn't until the 1920s
that she was moved to a
drydock in the base.

NAME THE PIRATES COMPETITION J
www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders j

m ** ̂  ^'

/HAAS Brecon
• Place: Coleraine
j Country'- Northern Ireland
l What's it like: Sreen and fertile
\Capital: Belfast

815 Naval Air Squadron
Place: Prague
Country: Czech Republic
What's it like: The centre is
surrounded by lots of
mountains
Capital: Prague

HMS Ocean
Place: Rotterdam
Country: The Netherlands
What's it like: Generally very flat
Capital: Amsterdam (official); The

VHague (legislative and judicial)

^
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Behind every
great man
stands
several great
women...
In March 1787 Nelson
married Fanny Nisbet
on the West Indian
island of Nevis.
But Fanny or Lady
Frances Nelson was not
to be the great love of
Nelson's life.
Because in 1798 he met
in Naples the wife of
Sir William Hamilton,
Emma.
The two, Horatio
Nelson and Emma
Hamilton, fell wildly and
totally in love despite
their existing
marriages.
On his return to Britain
in 1800 Nelson
seperated from Fanny,
and the two never met
again. Fanny had been a
loyal and supportive
wife and she stayed
devoted to Nelson even
after the marriage
break-up.
Emma Hamilton gave
birth to Nelson's only
child, a daughter
Horatia in January
1801.
The unfortunate nature
of the lovers'
relationship meant that
Nelson was unable to
claim his daughter as
his own, and so he
called her his
goddaughter.
In 1803 Sir William
died, and Nelson and
Emma lived together as
if man and wife, and
exchanged rings in a
private marriage-like
ceremony in 1805.
After his death,
Emma's world fell apart,
and in 1815 she died in
debt and driven to
despair.

(Whys
The man
behind
the name

is rum known as 'Nelson's blood'? Because rumour had it that after
the Battle of Trafalgar Nelson's body was brought home preserved
in a barrel of rum - it was, in fact, brandy.

er̂ N
zd \

So who was Horatio
Nelson?
He was born on
September 29, 1758, in
a little Norfolk village -
the middle child of a
family of seven.
He joined the Navy aged
12 in 1771 and started
his career in HMS
Raisonnable the ship of
his uncle. Captain
Maurice Suckling.
By the time he was 16
he had been to the
West Indies, the East
Indies and up to the
Arctic.
In the cold northern
Arctic, Nelson decided
that it would be a good
souvenir to take home
for his father the skin
of a polar bear.
Nelson and his friend
set out with their
musket guns to shoot a
bear - but the gun
would not fire.
So the young Nelson
took up his gun like a
club and decided to
clobber the bear rather
than shoot it.
Fortunately for the
future of the Navy,
Nelson was on one side
of an ice chasm and the
bear on the other, and
before he could clamber
across to get to the
bear, the ship fired a
gun and the bear ran for
cover.
By the time he was 21
Nelson had been
promoted to the rank of
captain.
Over a number of years
and many famous
battles, including Cape

jriurvcr muker is uui.r\ - u iiiusr huve iOy from inc. iva (uak yuui

mum or dad). The contemporary arts and craft toy, that allows
you to shake and make a range of figures in moments. Simply
add the magic powder to water and give it a good old shake in
the special shaker. All you have to do is paint them with the

paints provided and you've got a great gift or ornament.

To win one of these fabulous kits, answer the
following question

Q. On what day was
HMS Victory launched?

(clue - look on YRC website)

Send your answers on a postcard
or email marked 'Shaker Maker'

to the usual address.
Closing date 31/10/03.

Normal competition rules apply.

St Vincent, the Nile
Campaign and
Copenhagen, Nelson
proved his impressive
Naval abilities and won
himself a famous name.
In the meantime
however, he also lost the
sight of his right eye
and his right arm - the
stump of which he
nicknamed his 'fin'.
Aged 39 Nelson was an
admired and respected
admiral whose path to
glory was assured.

Win a f anily set of Ride Wristbands
Brean Leisure Park is the South West's
largest Fun Park with over 40 rides and

attractions, with something for everyone.
There's a spinning roller coaster (the cars

spin as you go along the track!), a wild
water flume ride with two huge drops to
get you soaked and Wipeout, the 100 ft

swinging pendulum..-(pictured)

Entry to the park is free, with ride wristbands available
at £14.99 each. For more information tel 01278 751595
or visit www.brean.com ^P

Buy 2 wristbands for £14.99 each and get a third of equal or lesser value FREE!
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion. Not valid bank holiday weekends
(Sat, Sun, Mon) Only one voucher per person. No cash alternative.
Photocopies not acceptable. Car Parking charges apply. Valid until 02/11/03

YO NS READERS CLUB
Join the Havy Hews young Readers Club and you will receive a Goodie bag,

Royal Havy Baseball Cap, Membership card and exclusive membership number,
Birthday 6 Christmas Cards, Members only competitions, Exclusive

Haval Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much more!.'
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This month
2 October 1901: The
Navy's first submarine
Holland I launched at
Barrow- in - Furness
3 October 1990: HMS
Temeraire became the
last major warship to
enter harbour under sail
4 October 1912:
Submarine B2 was sunk
by enemy attack and
became the first
submarine to be lost and
never salvaged
7 October 1769: Captain
James Cook discovered
New Zealand
7 October 1980: HMS
Coventry was the first
ship to take up Armilla
Patrol in the Sulf
8 October 1884: Launch
of HMS Rodney, the last
battleship to have a
figurehead
8 October 1990: Women
in the Womens Royal
Naval Service (WRNS)
first served with ships
at sea
12 October 1847: In
piece of rum, tea and
sugar were made
available
14 October 1939: HMS
Royal Oak sunk in Scapa
Flow with the loss of
786 lives
17 October 1884: Sick
Berth branch formed
20 October 1914: The
merchant ship Slitra was
the first non-military
vessel to be sunk by a
German submarine
21 October 1805: The
battle of Trafalgar
21 October 1950: The
Navy's first nuclear-
powered submarine HMS
Dreadnought launched
23 October 1753: The
Royal Naval Hospital
Haslar in Sosport
admitted its first
patients
28 October 1664: The
birth of the Royal
Marines Corps under the
title the Duke of York
and Albany's Maritime
Regiment of Foot
30 October 1942:
German submarine U559
sunk giving the British
access to their codebooks

To win a family set of
Wristbands send a

postcard or email marked
'Brean Leisure Park' to the

usual address. Closing
Date 18/10/2003. Normal
Competition rules apply.

I Would like
G Membership until my 16th birthday and to receive a free one year

subscription to Havy Hews (worth £20.50) for the price of £17.50
_l Membership for one year and to receive four copies of Havy Hews

for just £5.00

Name

Address

.Postcode

Tel No D.O.B

E-mail address

School attended
Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for

the correct amount, made payable to NAVY NEWS:

'Young Readers Club' Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH
Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558

or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk
You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone
by credit or debit cards (we accept payment by: Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch) j

NEXT MONTH
The sea has long been
a source of legends
and ghost stories.
Starting from the
tales of Ancient
Greece through the
ghostly Flying
Dutchman and to the
mysterious Bermuda

Competition rules:
All Young Readers Club
competitions are open to
readers aged 16 or
under, except employees
of Navy News and their
families or any company
associated with the
competition.
One entry per person.
The decision of the
judge is final.
Full competition rules
are available by
contacting us at the
usual address.
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Sea Cadets

SUPPORTING ROLES
Cadets fromTS Revenge are joined by First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West at the Royal
Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool for a concert in aid of King George's Fund for Sailors.

Ex-Cadet
killed
in Iraq
RUSSELL Beeston, the
50th British Serviceman
to be killed in the pre-
sent operations in Iraq,
was a former Sea
Cadet.

The 26-year-old
Territorial Army soldier
went to Iraq in June. He
was killed after being
lured into an ambush in
AM al-Sharq in the south
of the war-torn country.

Russell's late father,
John Beeston, was an
instructor at Fort
William unit.

Russell later trained
at the Nautical College
in Glasgow and served
for a while in the
Merchant Navy, then the
Royal Navy from which
he received a medical
discharge.

He joined the
Territorial Army in 1997.

A memorial service in
Fort William's Mac-
intosh Memorial Church
was attended by 180
family and friends.

Earlier at the funeral
service, his family had
been joined by 50 mem-
bers of the 52nd
Lowland Regiment and
from the King's Own
Scottish Borderers, to
which he had been
attached.

WHITE ENSIGN
ASSOCIATION

Limited

provides advice on:

personal administration & finance,
and

resettlement & employment

UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE

Tel: 020 7407 8658
MOD: 9621 81945
off i ce@ wh iteensign.co.uk

HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SE1 2JH
Fax: 020 7357 6298

www.whiteensjgn.co.uk

WEA Representatives conduct briefings/interviews regularly at
Establishments (bookings taken through Resettlement Education

Centres), and by appointment onboard HM Ships.

the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, QARIMNS, and their Reserves

Trinco's new home
gets royal approval
OVER 80 cadets were on parade when the
Duke of York arrived at Hartlepool Marina to
dedicate TSTrincomalee's new HQ - and he
found time for a word with almost every
one.

Hartlepool unit was founded in 1938 and
based in the old Dock Master's Office until 1991
when it was moved into temporary premises
while the Marina was revamped.

The new 2,500 sq ft purpose-built headquar-
ters boasts four classrooms, a boat deck, galley
and boat repair and storage facilities.

Prince Andrew, who arrived at the marina by
helicopter, also handed over the keys of a refur-

bished training vessel, Bathsheba, donated by
the Adventure Youth Training Trust.

The Admiral of the Sea Cadets received a
cheque for £5,000 from Abbey National before
unveiling a plaque to mark his visit.

Said the unit QIC CPO Dave Wilson: "It's been
a great honour to have Prince Andrew dedicate
the unit and I'm really proud of all the cadets
here.

"Bearing in mind the heat, everyone did very
well."

• TIME FOR A WORD: The Duke of York
shares a joke with MC2 Andrea Lamplough
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South West still best!
ALL FOUR pulling teams in SW Area's entry
in the National Combined Regatta came from
Port Talbot Unit - and they were determined
to make a name for themselves.

Open Boys won the Hornblower Cup, Open Girls
carried off the Burton Cup and the Junior Boys and

leagues.
Here a 16 point lead ensured that the Dawson

South West.

dling, Sutton Coldfield took Silver in sailing boat

handling and a very creditable fourth place by
Coventry in the pulling boat handling also helped
ensure final success.

The canoeists were not going to release their
grip on the Armitage Trophy and so a massive 234
point lead meant that cup was staying in the South
West for another year.

All of which meant that the impressive Navy
League Cup for the regatta champions was staying
put, too. c

• STAYING PdWER: Port Talbot pulling teams

Birmingham Cllr John Alden presents the ttavy
League Trophy to SW Area

Rebel racers'
international
regatta debut
LONDON Area Sea Cadets have for the first time taken part in a prestigious international
yacht regatta and a national championship - and managed sixth place in one of the races.

They are all members of the
TS Rebel specialist London
Area Sea Cadet Racing Squad
who took part in the
International Yacht Regatta
during Ramsgate Week.

Selection for the squad is taken
from aspiring cadets who have
attended kcclhoat racing and off-
shore courses provided by TS
Rebel's RYA Cadet Sea School at
Walton-on-the-Nazc, Essex.

The cadets crcwcd on TS
Rebel's racing yacht Beeste, a
Hunter Impala supported by a
Walton-based charily, the Rebel
Trust.

Beeste was invited to take part in
the Impala National
Championships held during the
week's racing.

Said TS Rebel's Commanding
Officer Lt Cdr Nick Moulton: "It is
the very first time that young
London Area Sea Cadets have
taken part in a prestigious interna-

tional yacht regatta and a national
championship.

"The youngsters all enjoyed the
terrific opportunity of a week of
some very exciting racing in quite
windy conditions, at times against
some very experienced crews."

J Lt Cdr Moulton was awarded
the Freedom of the City of London
as Navy News went to press.
Special feature next month.

• BEESTED: (left to right)
POC Stuart Burns (Waltham
Forrest), PO(SCC) Lea Thurlow
(Rebel Staff), POC Dean
Woodbury (Waltham Forrest),
OC Jimmy Johnson
(Brentwood), LC Philip Parker
(Thurrock) and LC Daniel
Cowler (Walton-on-the-Naze)
relax on the foredeck of Beeste
after racing in the Ramsgate
Week International Regatta
and Impala National
Championships

Well, actually no.
AC Rachel Page of the
City of London unit is
pictured on board its
headquarters - HMS
Belfast.

The World War II cruis-
er is berthed in the Pool
of London by Tower
Bridge and has been
open to the public as a
museum since 1971.

She is also home to
the White Ensign
Association (see ad
opposite).

HMS Belfast's forward
6in guns were fired to
celebrate the ship's 65th
birthday earlier this
year. They were last
fired in anger off the
west coast of Korea in
1952.

BEXLEY BURNS BRIGHT
BEXLEY unit have
been doing well lately.

They won four out of
five classes in their
District Pulling
Competition.

Then the Under 15 boys
and Under 12s went on to
become London Area
champions while the
Under 15 girls were run-
ners up.

Under 18 Boys came in
a very close third after
two extra races had to be
run to split the first three
places in the London
Area Pulling Regatta.

Some of Bexley's
brightest stars are seen
here with the Mayor and
Mayoress of Bexley,
receiving their Duke of
Edinburgh Awards.

In just over a year the
unit has netted one Silver
and 12 Bronze Awards
and currently has 18
cadets working in the
scheme.

Said Commanding
Officer Lt Trevor Eaton: "I

am very proud of all the
cadets at Bexley Unit.

"They have all worked
incredibly hard and
achieved the best that

they can in the Duke of
Edinburgh Awards, in the
pulling competitions and
in all other activities this
year.

"They are among the
keenest and most dedi-
cated cadets I have ever
worked with."
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Snort

Honour
for ref

> Geraint Ashton Jones

• Mne Oily White of the Fleet Protection Group Royal Marines at the helm of
Adventure with the Fastnet Rock behind him

Double success for Adventure
A COMBINED team consisting mainly
of submariners and Royal Marines took
two trophies at this year's Fastnet Race
in the Ministry of Defence Challenger
67 yacht Adventure.

The team - nine out of the 15 work at
Clyde Naval Base - won the Culdrose Trophy
for the first Service vessel to reach the Fastnet
Rock on corrected time, and the Inter-
Regimental Cup as the first Service vessel to
finish on corrected time.

This was the first time that a Royal Navy
crew has won both trophies since 1987.

Adventure came sixth in a division of 23
and 34th overall in a high-class field of 244
finishers.

The Challenge 67 yachts were bought by
the MOD over the past year to replace the
ageing Nicholson 55 fleet, and the Fastnet
gave the crew their first opportunity to race

them in a prestigious event against commer-
cially-operated Challenge vessels.

Adventure, skippered by Lt Cdr Richard
Tarr (FASFLOT) has now set the standard -
she was the first Challenger boat to finish,
beating all the other 67s and the larger and
faster Challenger 72s.

HMS Sherwood team on target
HMS SHERWOOD, the RNR unit from Nottingham,
won a prestigious skill at arms competition against
opposition from the Territorial Army, the RMR and
teams from at least nine foreign defence forces.

S/Lt Lisa Douthwaite, LMSA Bob Beeken (captain)
and AB Steve Wherritt, shooting (and in some cases
assembling) weapons they had hardly ever seen
before, emerged as the champion team, with Lisa
crowned as Champion at Arms.

The look, feel and performance
of a timepiece costing thousands
Wm. Forbes remarkable new Lunar Moonphase
Calendar wristwatch at a very special
introductory direct price of £139*.

The I i i i i . i t M(K)tiphase wristwatch not only tells the t i i

beautifully and in great detail (the passing of each l/5th of

second is indicated) but also provides (at a glance) the day of

the week, the date, the month and the phase of the moon.

All this information is driven by state-of-the-art quartz

technology and presented in a finely engineered stainless

steel case which is fully water resistant (to 5 aim) and

finished with an intricate ribbed bezel and winding crown.

The dial itself is clear, easy to read and classically designed

with the various dials in relief on a textured background and

nutated in classical Roman numerals. The time is indicated by

bluird steel hands in the traditional

clock makers' design. Finally, the Wm.

Forbes name appears on the dial and

is engraved on the backplate. The

watch glass is of course genu

mineral glass.

The watch strap is fully stitched black

leather with a timeless crocodile effect

pattern and featuring a robust stainless steel buckle.

This is t ruly a classic. It feels solid and finely engineered. It looks

superb on the wrist and wil l become a close friend for many years

hence. Wm. Forbes fu l l y guarantee the piece for 2 years.

Your new watch wtll arrive packaged as you would expect ill a

sprung satin and felt padded jewellers' presentation box.

THE RUGBY Football Union have
announced that RN referee Lt Cdr
Geraint Ashton Jones has been selected
for the elite Zurich Premiership Panel.

Though Geraint has already refereed a
number of Zurich matches the selection
gives him the opportunity to establish him-
self as a regular at the highest level.

^ ] Rugby Union fixtures
RN 1st XV: Nov 19 (1930) v Dorset and
Wilts (US Portsmouth); Nov 26 (1930) v
Devon (D'port Services); Dec 2 (1930) v
Cornwall (Hayle RFC); Jan 7 (1930) v
Combined London Old Boys (Richmond);
Jan 17 (tbc) v Jersey (Jersey); Jan 28 (1930)
v Somerset (Taunton); Feb 4 (1415) v RAF
'A' (RAF Halton); Feb 18 (1900) w Cambridge
University (Cambridge); Feb 25 (1915) v
Oxford University (US Portsmouth); March 5
(tbc) v Irish Defence Forces (London); March
10 (1930) v Esher (Esher); March 17 (1930) v
Rugby (Rugby); March 24 (1930) v Plymouth
Albion (D'port Services); March 31 (1930) v
RAF (D'port Services); April 7 (1930) v
Hampshire (US Portsmouth); May 1 (1500) v

Army (Twickenham).
RN Women: Oct 29 v

Dorchester (Dorchester);
Nov19vPetersfield(US
Portsmouth); Dec 10 v
Cullumpton (Cullumpton);
Jan 14 v Seal Hayne (D'potr
Services); Feb 4 v Exeter
University (Exeter Uni); Feb
25 v Southampton
University (Southampton);
Mar 10 v Trojans (US
Portsmouth); Mar 31 v RAF
(D'port Services); April
31/May 1 v Army
(Aldershot/Kneller Hall).

RN Youth: Oct 5 (1400)
v Devonport Services
(BRNC Dartmouth); Oct 19
(1400) v Taunton
(Yeovilton); Nov 2 (1400) v
Winchester (US
Portsmouth); Nov 16 (1400)
v Brixham (BRNC); Nov 22
(MOO) v Harlequins (US
Portsmouth); Nov 29 (1400)
v RAF (RAF Halton); Dec 6
(1400) v Army (US
Portsmouth); Feb 14 (1200)
v Harlequins (London); Feb
29(1400) v Taunton
(Yeovilton); Mar 13 (1430) v
Exeter (BRNC).

RN Veterans - the
Ancient Mariners: Nov ?
v Winchester (US
Portsmouth); Dec 1-6 Dubai
10s (Dubai); Jan 28 (1930)
v Havant (US Portsmouth);
Feb 27 (1930) v Weston-
super-Mare (Weston-
super-Mare); Mar ? v
Hampshire (US
Portsmouth); Mar 31 y RAF
Vultures (D'port Services);
May 1 v Army (tbc).

BRASS CASE TRAVEL ALARM
WORTH OVER £35

WITH EACH ORDER

As an extra incentive and completely free with each Lunar
Moonphase wristwatch, we will send you the famous Wm.

Forbes travel alarm clock. This brass cased clock features a
quartz movement with easy to set alarm function. The dial is off-

white to complement the black hands and Arabic numerals. It's
small, compact and comes complete with its own genuine leather

case in black with a brass popper fastening. We normally sell this
useful little piece for £35 (plus P&P) but are delighted to offer it
(for a limited period only) completely free when you purchase our

new Lunar Moonphase wristwatch.

• STAINLESS STEEL CASE
• MINERAL GLASS
• FULLY FUNCTIONAL

CALENDAR AND
MOONPHASK

• QUARTZ ACCURACY
• STITCHED LEATHER

STRAP
• CASE DIAMETER .!7mm

(EXCLUDING CROWN)
• DEPTH 12mm

HOW TO ORDER:
Priority Phone Line 0870 752 2444. Lines arc open Sam to 5pm Mon-Fri, 10am
to 4pm Sat, and Sunday during busy periods.

Post completed coupon below to: Wm. Forbes Ltd, Unit 19, Sefton Lane
Industrial Estate, Maghull, Liverpool, L31 8BX.

Fax completed coupon on 0151 526 4455, please include a number we can
contact you on in case of transmission problems.

Please allow up to 28 days for delivery.

Pottage and packing = £5 and includes packaging, insurance, safe delivery and
UK VAT. (UK mainland only)

7 days money bade warranty. If lor any reason you are lux entirety satisfied wit
your new watch, we will gladly exchange it or refund your money (excluding
carriage) if you return it to us within 7 days in perfect condition.

SEND NO MONEY NOW

FORBES
Wm. Forbes Ltd, Unit 19, Scfton Lane Industrial Estate,

Maghiill, Liverpool, L.11 HBX.

Please send me_ I c j t y | Lunar Moonphase Calendar Watches
at £139.00 each plus postage and packing of £5.0O = ToCal £144.OO
I enclose my cheque payable to Sew ills for the sum of £
Or debit my QVisa Q Mastercard f~l Switch

c.m Numr«, DDDD neon conn nnnn
Expiry Date
Mr/Mrs/Ms
Tel No

nnnn
_Initial

CodcLMNNIim.l
i -Min i uv Wm. Forbes [Jd. Unit I<1. Scflim Lane Industrial Hslatc. Maghul]. Livcrptxil. L3I KBX

Geraint spent his pre-scason refcrccing
in the Argentinean club championship.

"The trip was a perfect opportunity to
referee a different style of rugby in a high-
ly-charged and competitive environment
rather than the traditional pre-season
friendlies," he said.

"The Latin temperament certainly lends
itself to some fiery encounters which fully
tests your game management skills."

Being a member of the Elite Referee
Unit takes up a great deal of time, including
travel, so Gcraint is pleased that Vauxhall
sponsor the RNRU, allowing him to cover
more than 20,000 miles a year in comfort.

The RNRU Referees are always looking
for new members and anyone interested
should contact the Training Officer, Cdr
Baileff, on 07793 884230.
• The RNRU is seeking a serving volun-
teer with website knowledge to be the web-
master for the RNRU internet site.

Lt Cdr Charlie Neve runs the intranet
site, and it is intended to duplicate a lot of
his output on to the wider internet.

Contact either Lt Cdr Neve (RNRU
PRO) on 93832 7568 or 023 9254 7658, or
Lt Cdr Ashton-Jones on 9380 27094.

Triathletes end
season on a high
THE LATTER part of the triathlon season
has been one of the most successful in the
Navy club's history.

More than 120 athletes turned out for
the Navy's championships at HMS Raleigh,
with home runner POPT Sean Childs tak-
ing the men's open title with the fastest
time, ending a series of silver medals.

Sgt Mark Goodridge was second, with
CPO Eamonn Masson third and Veteran
Over-35 champion. Mnc Joe Kerrigan took
the Over-40 title, and Raleigh the men's
team event. PO Vicki Norton cruised to her
sixth women's title, from Surg Lt Cdr
Wendy Scott and PO Lindsey Gannon, who
took the Over-35 crown.

Lt Len Louw and S/Lt Penny Armand-
Smith took the novice titles, while
Plymouth were the top Command.

Five RN athletes entered the Longest
Day Ironman, with Childs finishing ninth,
CPO Carl Harewood 11th and CPO Jason
Sawyer 13th, giving the RN the team title.

Cpl Gary Gerrard finished runner-up in
the Inter-Services, with Childs 7th and
Kerrigan 10th, while Norton finished sec-
ond in her event. The veterans took their
team title, the Elite and Women teams fin-
ishing runners-up to the Army.

Childs later took the individual title in
the Services Long Distance event.
• See Navy News Online for a full report

Tourists
overcome
feet of clay
AFTER a positive performance in
the Inter-Services the RN Tennis
Association sent a team for an
end-of-season tour to the USA.

The party of ten players was
based at Dover AFB in Delaware
and played five fixtures against the
biggest and best of the state clubs.

Most of the fixtures were played
on clay courts - an unfamiliar sur-
face to Servicemen, and accord-
ingly the team were soundly beat-
en before finding the timing and
style required to master the sur-
face.

The team then triumphed
in emphatic fashion, by nine
rubbers to nil, against
Wilmington on clay, just as
a whitewash looked on for
the American hosts.
The host clubs - including the

state champions - won the other
four highly-competitive fixtures
against a mix of RN players, rang-
ing from the full Navy team and
veterans to new players making
their debut this season.

Clubs visited included the Du
Pont Country Club, Greenville,
Deerfield and Wilmington - pres-
tigious clubs, some hosting major
championships on the US circuit.

Cdre Peter Eberle, Chairman of
the RNLTA, said: "The tour was a
fabulous experience for the mix of
players, and a fitting way to end a
solid season of Navy tennis."

Thanks were due to Lt Cdr
Mike Wojcik USN, a former
exchange officer, for his work co-
ordinating the American side of
the tour - and persuading his par-
ents to host the end-of-tour prize-
giving at their Wilmington home.

New obstacles
are welcomed
The RN and RM Equestrian
Association Bickleigh Saddle Club
has a new set of obstacles and
jumps funded by the RN & RM
Sports Lottery.

The club is situated within the
RM Barracks in Bickleigh, home
of 42 Cdo, and provides teaching,
hacking and livery facilities to
members of the RN, RM and
MOD Civilians and dependents.

Members of the thriving Pony
Club held a showjumping competi-
tion to celebrate the arrival of the
new jumps.

Anyone interested in the club
and its facilities should contact
Cdr Mullen on 9375 65501 or
Stable Manager Joan Golightly on
01752 727038.

Easts retain Origin trophy
THE EASTS retained the Origin
Trophy in a fast, open rugby league
contest in Portsmouth.

The State of Origin Trophy
match ("Origin II") attracted more
than 40 of the Service's top players
and a large crowd of spectators.

The first half belonged to the
Eastern Commands - the Blues.
Led by LPT Knocker White, they
put together some excellent moves
spreading the ball out to the wings
making for an exciting spectacle.

After a penalty goal on five min-
utes, the Easts went further ahead
with a brilliant try by AEM Dave
Roberts, following a break through
the centre by OM Marc Warren.

The Wests replied with a penal-
ty but despite strong defence the
Easts continued to press, scoring
three more tries including a brace
for OM Dane Smallhone.

With Scott Partis kicking anoth-
er two goals it was not looking
food for the Wests and their coach

gt Chris Richards, but as the
break approached they grabbed a
try to set up a great second half.

The Wests began the second half
strongly, but the recovery stalled
when LMEA Matt Beattie gath-
ered the ball on his own 30 metre
line and raced through to score the
try of the match in the corner.

• Cpl Al Sullivan of the Wests (maroon), scorer of two tries in the
Origin II match, breaks through the Easts' defence

The Wests replied with a try to
keep them in the game at 26-10.

A flurry of tries, one for the
Easts and two for the Wests' Cpl Al
Sullivan, left the score at 32-20,
and the final ten minutes were
scoreless apart from a Partis drop
goal, making it 33-20 to the Easts.

Denise Shepherd manager of
Nelsons Bar in Gosport, who spon-
sored the match, presented the

Trophy to LPT Knocker White.
Man of the Match trophies went to
LWEA Tom McKenna (Easts) and
Mne Taff Parry (Wests).
• Plans for the Australian
Combined Services tour to UK in
November are in the final stages
and full details will be in next
month's Navy News, along with
reports on the Inter Services
matches.
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Collingwood
take football
tournament
HMS COLLINGWOOD won an
eight-strong women's i n t e r - u n i t
six-a-side football tournament at
HMS Sultan.

The hosts. Nelson, Colling-
wood, Drake, Raleigh. RMB
Chivenor, Heron and HMS
Southampton contested the tour-
nament , wi th eaeh 20-minute
game played on a full-size pitch.

Heron and Collingwood met up
in the f ina l , wi th the young
Collingwood team taking the lead
in the first half before being
pegged back.

The more experienced Heron
six then went ahead, b u t
Collingwood deservedly levelled,
and as the players tired the score
remained locked at 2-2.

Collingwood retained t he i r
poise during the penalty shoot-out
to lake the honours 3-2.

OM Natal ie Bavisterwas Player
of the Tournament.

The event, organised by POPT
Bowen, allowed many players to
drop hints to the Command selec-
tors for the Inter-Command com-
petition this month, with a few
being offered the opportuni ty to
join the RN Representative side.

Records fall
in cycling
competition
THE 2003 Inter-Services 10 and
25 Mile Time Trial cycling champi-
onships, incorporating the RN
championships, saw POPT Scan
Childs take both titles in the short-
er race with a new Navy champi-
onship record time of 2()m 28s.

Scan last won the event in 2001,
and was runner-up last year.

Capt Ian Houvcnhagcl RM was
seventh overall but runner-up in
the RN event (21m 06s) and fellow
Royal Chris Smart was 11th over-
all, third in the Navy (21m 47s).

The 25-mile championship saw
the top two placings reversed, with
Houvcnhagel taking the Navy title
by finishing fourth overall, setting
a new RN championship record of
54m 41s, and Childs the next Dark
Blue rider in, taking sixth place
(54m 54s) and Smart ninth overall
(RN 3rd) in 56m 05s.

Other notable rides over the
two days came from Capt Mark
Fieldsend, CPO Vellacott and Sgt
Edwards.

One rider not available for the
event was CPO Aran Stanton, who
was riding in the Open event.
Stanton has had an outstanding
season, and has broken the major-
ity of the RN Open records over
10, 25, 50 and 100 miles within the
past 12 months.

For more details on RN cycling
see www.navycycling.org.uk

Divers conquer Ben Nevis
A JOINT RN/Army team from the Diving
Training Unit (Army), which forms part of the
Defence Diving School, won a trophy at the
gruelling Ben Nevis Race 2003.

The school conducts deep diver training
at the Underwater Centre in Fort William, and
when Sgt Paul Farrell suggested entering,
fellow Royal Engineer L/Cpl Scott Goddard
and Diver Paul Meads-Wooley volunteered.

Don McGregor, head of the Underwater
Centre, sponsored the team, which set off in

sunshine to tackle the mountain.
A series of climbs which gradually became

steeper soon sorted out the athletes, and by
the time Sgt Farrell reached the summit the
first runner had completed the event and got
his breath back as well, finishing in 1h 29m.

All three finished - Paul Farrell in 2h 23m,
Paul Meads-Wooley 2h 34m and L/Cpl Scott
Goddard 2h 36m - and their reward for their
efforts was the Lochiel Cup, awarded to the
fastest Forces team.

Army bowlers
thwart Navy

• The record-breaking RN Masters swimmers: from left, Geoff
Bishop, John Harrison, ASA Midland District president John
Russell, Len Rosindale and Phil Merryweather

Swimming squads
prove hard to beat

AGGRESSIVE howling by the
Army left the Navy's crieketers
in second place in the Inter-
Services competition.

The Navy began against the
RAF in fine style, l imi t ing them to
149 in 50 overs in hot, dry condi-
tions, then rattling off the required
total for the loss of only one wick-
et in 28 overs - OM Penner scoring
an unbeaten 71 to take the Man of
the Match award, while AEM
Robinson scored 51 not out.

On Day Two the Army, on home
soil, notched a huge 299 against
the RAF and dismissed them tor
205, setting up a last-day decider.

After winning the toss on a per-
fect batting wicket, the Army raced
to 127-1 in 21 overs, and another
massive score looked inevitable.

But fine bowling from Mnc
Stuart Phclps - who was named
Man of the Scries-with 3-13 in 10
overs, and PO Troughton. with 2-
28 in 10, slowed the run-rate, and
the soldiers were eventually dis-
missed for 209 - a tempting target.

But fast, accurate and aggressive
Army bowling kept the Navy in
cheek early in their innings, and
despite attempts by Pcnner (26),
Phelps (22) and PO Rouse (39 not
out) to lake on the attack, the Navy
never really got into their stride
and fell 83 runs short, being
bowled out for 126.
• A RN officer has been selected
for a women's indoor cricket tour
to Australia next month.

S/Lt Ursula Frost, an ECB Level
1 cricket coach, took up the game
in 1999 following encouragement

Challenger

• Exercise Topsail, which is giving Topmast ratings - and others -
a taste of offshore sailing in a challenging environment, is up and
running. The expedition, organised by the CINCFLEET Physical and
Adventurous Training Cell and supported by the Joint Services
Adventurous Sail Training Centre, is split into two-week legs, with
each crew a mix of novices and more experienced sailors. The first
leg departed from Gosport, bound for Vilamoura in Portugal, and
COS(W) Rear Admiral Tim McClement was there to see them on
their way. The Challenger 67 then sailed on via Malta to the Greek
Islands. The trip will be repeated in the spring. Spaces are still
available - contact your EWO, PTI or WMO for details.

Women golfers lose on tie-break
THE NAVY golf season closed
with the premier event of the year,
the Inter Services Championships
at Saunton Golf Club, writes RNGA
Secretary Cdr Gary Skinns.

Both ladies and men's events
were won by the RAF with the RN
second, but the Navy ladies pro-
duced a major upset by beating the
RAF on the final day, only to lose
under the tiebrcak rule.

The RAF won both matches on
Day One, pitting the Navy against
the Army the following day.

The men's match was close, with
the foursomes at 2-2 at lunch, Navy
points coming from MEM Mike
Selterfield/MEA Adam Hawkins
and RNGA captain Lt Guy Norris
/Cpl Freddie Lomas.

With two wins from Norris and Lt
Cdr Mark Taylor and a half from
Mnc Richard Baker from the first
seven singles, tilings looked bleak.

However, shrewd captaincy from
BC/Sgt David Sharp yielded the
final three points - Lomas,
Hawkins and CWEA Steve King

winning - and a single-point win.
The ladies won the foursomes 2-

1, with Navy stalwart Cdr Moira
Hoath and WO Pauline Last win-
ning by a massive 9 and 8.

The second point was gained by
newcomer and 'find of the year'
OM Claire Jones and partner
CPO(Mct) Carol McMurtry.

With big differences in individ-
ual handicaps, the singles were
always going to be difficult.

WO Sue King led the way with a
sparkling victory by 8 and 7.
However, with just one win from
Jones and a half from Last, the
Army won 6.5-4.5.

The RAF ladies were, on paper,
by far the superior team, so it was
with trepidation that the Navy
ladies faced them on the final day.

With Jones and McMurtry win-
ning the top match and Hoath/Last
losing on the final green, the deficit
going into the singles was one point.

An inspiring lunchtime talk by
captain Lt Cdr Isabel Kent sparked
a magnificent performance.

King led with a 4 and 2 win, and
wins from Last, McMurtry and
CPOAEA Lee Poole followed.

With Hoath narrowly losing the
penultimate match, it was left to
Jones, up against the RAF No 1.

Jones was one up coming to the
final hole, and despite the large
crowd around the green the young
OM's nerve held as she produced a
solid par to win her game, and with
it a memorable team victory.

With all three teams recording
one win each, it was left to a count-
back of individual matches won -
and agonisingly, it was the RAF
who came out on top by two points.

The men shared the foursomes
with a win for Settcrficld/Hawkins
and halved matches from Norris/
Lomas and King/Taylor.

Although wins from Norris and
Cdr Ian Yuill helped steady the
ship after the first three matches
were lost - and Lomas chipped in
with a half - four of the last five
matches went to the RAF to wrap
up a 9.5-4.5 victory.

from her father, and has enjoyed a
meteoric rise since.

She is stalwart of the HMS
Collingwood First XI, has toured
Luxembourg with the MCC, man-
aged Hampshire in the National
County Championships, and is the
current RN Ladies captain.

Cricket course
SPACES arc still available on the
next ECB Level 1 coaching course,
which takes place at HMS
Tcmeraire in Portsmouth from
November 4 to 8.

Anyone interested in becoming
a ful ly-qualif ied Level 1 coach
should contact Lt Cdr David
Cookc, RNCC Secretary, on 9380
23741, 023 9272 3741, or via the
intranet at TEM RNSO4

THE Inter-Services aquatics com-
petition saw the Royal Navy retain
their swimming t i t l e from last year
- and bring some long-abandoned
trophies back to the fold.

The swimming was a close-run
thing, with the result in the balance
un t i l the final relay was finished:
all that was needed was a steady
swim, with no disqualification, and
with the RN squad finishing sec-
ond to the Army, the title was
secured by eight points.

The women's team performed
part icularly well, winning more
medals than in previous years, and
their divers took the Inter-Services
tit le for the first time since 1992.

Leading the way was WEA
Becky Kerchey, who took gold in
springboard and highboard, win-
ning her the coveted LWREN Tina
Childs Memorial Trophy.

To complete a fine all-round
performance in the pool, the Navy
men took the Inter-Services Water
Polo trophy for only the third time
since 1981, beating the Army 5-3
and the RAF 10-8.
• The Royal Navy's oldest Masters

Mick takes silver
at Federation Cup
ROYAL Navy and England heavy-
weight boxing champion Mick
O'Connell landed a silver medal in
his first major international tour-
nament - but was disappointed not
to take gold.

Mick - known in boxing circles
as The Fish - fought in the
Commonwealth Federation Cup in
Malaysia, and the benefits of good
preparation became clear as he
made steady progress through the
quarter and semi-finals.

A stocky, aggressive South
African was beaten on points in
the quarter-finals, and he also
overcame an awkward southpaw
Indian in the semis.

His preparation for the final was
not so good; Mick admitted his
lack of international experience
had perhaps let him down.

"I had been warming up for
about two-and-a-half hours, and I
think I warmed up for too long,"
said Mick, a Royal Marine who is
currently with 1 Assault Group
Squadron at RM Poole.

He started slowly against his
Australian opponent, who caught
him with a heavy punch in the first
round, but Mick said he felt com-
fortable and was looking to engi-
neer a big finish to the fight when
the referee controversially stopped
it at the start of the third round on
the maximum point rule - invoked
when a fighter is 20 clear points
ahead.

"Obviously I was very happy to
win silver in Kuala Lumpur, but a
bit disappointed not to get the
gold, under the circumstances,"
said Mick, who has just attended a
training weekend at Crystal Palace
with the England world-class
potential squad.
• POPT O Shillingford improved
his credentials with an England
ABA Advanced Coaching Course
and becomes the Combined
Services Boxing Coach - the first
time a Navy coach has taken up
this prestigious position. He also
becomes RNBA Team Manager.

In a number of other changes,
Lt Mickey Norford is relieved by
Lt Jack Daniels (HMS Sultan) in

the role of RN Boxing Association
Secretary, while Official Secretary
CPO Jaz Jary (HMS
Campbeltown) will be relieved by
Lt Simon Padgct (HMS Raleigh).

Jason Steele of HMS Temeraire
will become the RNBA Assistant
Coach, while C/Sgt Tommy
McPhcc (RM Stonchouse) steps
up to become the RNBA Coach.
• The first Service fixture of the
season is the Portsmouth Area
novices tournament, on Thursday,
October 9, at the Gym in HMS
Nelson.

Tickets, which cost £5 each, are
available from the main gate of
HMS Nelson.

Gates for the tournament open
at 6.30pm, with the first bout due
to begin at 7.30pm.

swimming team has set a new
British record.

The Navy needed four swim-
mers with an average age of 80
plus to enter a 320-359 short-
course relay race, and to find a
competition convenient to all, so
the Mid lands Masters at
Leamington was chosen.

The four who managed two 4 x
50m relays - medley and freestyle
• were Geoff Bishop (67) from
Portsmouth, Len Rosindalc (82)
from Leeds, Phil Merrywcather
(83) from Kcnilworth and the
Navy's oldest registered competi-
tor, John Harrison (89) from
Elstead, Surrey.

The quartet just missed out on
the European record, and had to
be content with setting a new
British standard.
• OM Ian Fairhurst has been
awarded the NATO Trophy as the
outstanding RN/RM Sportsman of
the Year for 2002.

Despite plenty of recent sca-
time, including patrol vessel HMS
Lindisfarnc, Ian (27) has managed
to supplement his 'land training'
with visits to local pools.

And the results have been spec-
tacular, with a flurry of RN and
Inter-Services records to his name.

He has also made his mark in
European and World Masters
competitions, with the peak com-
ing last autumn at the World event
in Melbourne, when Ian was not
content with three silvers and two
bronzes, but powered his way to
gold in the 100m backstroke.
• For a full account of the Navy's
success, see Navy News Online

On the run
KAREN Joynson, who was injured
when thrown by a whirlwind across
34 Field Hospital in Iraq during
Operation Tehc, has made another
big step forward in her recovery.

Karen ran the Great North Run
on Tyneside in 2h 23m - only eight
minutes slower than last year.

Karen, who broke eight ribs and
a collarbone in Iraq, ran in a T-
shirt which warned runners that
she was a 'Casualty of War - can't
run fast - please pass carefully!'

Exclusive for the *sports pages
sii/ i(q U9IIUM jaijdl nfo sjiq faas
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Looking for a special **Crimbo rabbit?
For your personal, and/or personalized
copy of either of these two brilliant
books, go to: /«»«*«/SDWISU^^

www.jackspeak. co. uk
and download the order form. Fax it to us
with your credit card details, or send with
a cheque, and we'll do the rest!
Palamanando, 11 Carew Estate, Torpoint, Cornwall, PHI 2YR
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NEEDS TO
BE SEEN

• From page one
Based on these and the advice

of their commanding officers, per-
sonnel would he well-placed to
draw their own conclusions.
Responsibility rested with COs to
determine the balance of risk and
benefit in the light of local circum-
stances and they retained the right
to implement restrictions in
response to specific threat intell i-
gence.

"The decision to wear uniform
in public is a personal one and vig-
ilance must be maintained at all
times," Admiral Burnell Nugent
warned.

"However, there are benefits to
being seen, along with our sister
Services, wearing unifiorm in pub-
lic and I strongly encourage alll
personnel to do so when and
where possible.

"We take great pride in being
members of the Naval Service and
I believe that it is important that
we should he able to express this
pride in a visible way.

"Promotion of the Service in the
public eye is another key reason
why we should wear uniform when
'•onductinu domestic business in
the communities where we work.

"The pool of talented
young people from which
the Service can recruit is
growing smaller and the
competition is increasing.
Using ourselves to increase
the visibility of the Srervice
will help to fill gaps."

Admiral Burnell-Nugent added
one fur ther caveat, though:
"Wearing uniform in public brings
with it a responsibility to maintain
the highest of standards and care
must be taken to avoid doing any-
thing which might bring the
Service into disrepute,"

New look HQ
this month
THE SECOND SEA Lord has
completed the consultation
process with civilian members of
staff over a major reorganisation
of his headquarters, designed to
put the needs of sailors at the
heart of his HO operations.

MOD Council of Civil Service
Unions has now provided its com-
ments on his Headquarters
Review, in time for the new organ-
isation to come into operation on
October 1.

The headquarters had not
altered since the combined 2SL/C-
in-C Naval Home set up in 1994,
despite great changes in the front
line.

In future, work will be organ-
ised into three main business areas
- management of sailors' careers
and conditions; strategy, planning
and budgeting; and the Naval
Recruiting and Training Agency.

From the outset Admiral
Burnell-Nugent was keen to dispel
fears of compulsory redundancies
and job losses among his 508-
strong civi l ian team.

At a meeting with them earlier
in the year he said:

"The Navy is a leaner, more
adaptable, efficient, flexible and
professional force that can
respond quickly to demands in its
role world-wide. This headquar-
ters needs to change to reflect this.

"It docs not mean more work
for fewer staff. It does mean the
work wi l l be more eff ic ient ly
brigaded to reduce potential
duplication, with the needs of the
individual being the focus of our
efforts."

Nottingham four 'negligent' verdict
THE COMMANDING Officer of the Type 42

destroyer HMS Nottingham, which was
seriously damaged when it struck rocks at

an island off the coast of Australia, has been
reprimanded for neglecting his duties.

Cdr Richard Farrington and three of his officers
from the stricken ship pleaded guilty at Courts
Martial in Portsmouth on September 11 to charges
arising from the incident on July 7 last year when
Nottingham ran onto Wolfe Rock, close to Lord Howe
Island, while on passage from Australia to New
Zealand.

The incident occurred after a formal visit to the
island's Marine Services Manager, who made it
known that he wished to meet the ship's
Commanding Officer and later entertained him to
tea.

A hole was torn in the ship's hull which caused
several compartments - including the Sea Dart mis-
sile magazine and a junior rates' mess - to flood.

It was only the bravery and skill of the ship's com-
pany, working in near-darkness and in a heavy swell
to shore up the hull and bulkheads against the cold

seawater, which prevented the possible sinking of
the destroyer.

Cdr Farrington was charged that he was negligent
to perform the duty imposed on him by the Queen's
Regulations for the safe direction and management
of HMS Nottingham by failing to properly delegate
conduct of the ship to his Executive Officer.

Executive Officer Lt Cdr John Lea and Navigating
Officer Lt Andrew Ingham pleaded guilty to negli-
gence in allowing Nottingham to be stranded.

And Officer of the Watch Lt James Denney admit-
ted that by negligence he caused HMS Nottingham
to be stranded.

The verdicts were: Cdr Farrington received a rep-
rimand, Lt Ingham was given a severe reprimand and
Lt Cdr Lea and Lt Denney were dismissed their
ships.

Following the Courts Martial at HMS Nelson in
Portsmouth, the Ministry of Defence issued the fol-
lowing statement:

"At today's Courts Martial following the grounding
of HMS Nottingham, four of the ship's officers were
charged, pleaded guilty and have been sentenced
accordingly.

"The Royal Navy places a strong emphasis on the
importance of safe navigation and this is reflected in
the extremely high quality of navigation training con-
ducted today.

"Royal Navy ships operate safely across the globe
on a daily basis, in sometimes hostile, always
demanding, navigational and operational situations.

"Royal Navy training takes these constant hazards
into account in order to prevent instances of this
nature.

"The excellence of the design and build of the ship
combined with the high-quality calibre of the ship's
company assured the safety of the ship and crew.

"The prompt and courageous actions of the ship's
company in dealing with this incident reflect the high
standard of training conducted both regularly at sea
and ashore."

Nottingham has been undergoing extensive
repairs in the hands of Fleet Support Limited (FSL)
at Portsmouth in a contract reportedly worth £26 mil-
lion, and was refloated a year to the day after she hit
Wolfe Rock.

Work began just before Christmas 2002 and she is
expected to return to the Fleet next year.

Front Line
should get
better
support'
REPLACING the 1st Battalion Royal Green Jackets
as the high readiness Spearhead Land Element are
42 Commando Royal Marines

DUKE BACK
HMS Iron Duke gets the tradi-
tional welcome home from the
Round Tower, Portsmouth as
she returns from a seven-
month deployment during
which she made one of the
biggest drugs seizures in
Service history.

Defence Secretary annou-
nced the deployment of 1RGJ
to Iraq to help increase force
protection there.

Meanwhile around 30 Royal
Marines from 539 Assault
Squadron have been sent to Iraq to
help the Iraqi Border Riverine
Service with anti smuggling opera-
tions - a deployment planned
before the latest reinforcements
announced on September 8.

At the same time Armed Forces
Minister Adam Ingram said a
review of logistic support to the
Armed Forces had concluded that
changes were needed to better
meet the needs of front line opera-
tional commanders and the
demands of expeditionary warfare.

These included:
•Logistic support to be config-

ured for the most likely opera-
tional scenario but also to have

flexibility to cope with the most
demanding

• Support facilities to be con-
centrated where they can deliver
the Armed Forces' needs most
effectively

• The supply chain to be
streamlined to reduce excess
capacity and duplication

• A permanent joint organisa-
tion to be set up to deliver a single
supply chain for operations, driven
by the priorities and requirements
of the operational commander.
The organisation would be respon-
sible for ensuring the right things
go into the supply pipeline in the
right order and priority, and
emerge in the right place in theatre

• Deployed logistic support to
be kept to the minimum necessary
to achieve the task, drawing
resources back to where they can
be used most effectively.

Taxpayers'
nuclear bill

'unacceptable'
COMMITTEE of Public Accounts
Chairman Edward Leigh MP has
said it was "unacceptable" that the
taxpayer was footing a bill £300
mill ion more than expected for the
building of nuclear submarine
facilities at Devonport.

Speaking as the Committee
published its latest report, he
urged the MOD to get a proper
grip on the final phase of the pro-
ject. The report said that by its
own admission the MOD had
partly funded poor performance
by Devonport Management Ltd,
the prime contractor; met the cost
increases resulting from nuclear
safety regulation; and borne the
cost of all other risks originally
transferred to DML.

9'I770028"16708511

FINN BACK
Visiting Scotland for the first
time since 1985 was the
Finnish Naval Training Ship
Pohjanmaa, seen here at Leith
with HMY Britannia in the
background

Published by Navy News. HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, and printed by Portsmouth Publishing and Printing Ltd, the News C ;ntre, Hilsea, Portsmouth PO2 9SX

LAND STORAGE: NEW ROUND
A FURTHER round of public consultation on outline propos-
als to store radioactive waste from redundant nuclear sub-
marines on land was announced by Defence Procurement
Minister Lord Bach - close on the heels of the loss of the
Russian submarine in the Barents Sea.

An MOD study concluded in 2000 that the current practice
of storing submarines afloat at Devonport and Rosyth
remained safe, but the lack of alternative afloat sites meant
that storing the radioactive components on land was the
best option for the longer term.

Lord Bach made it clear that he was anxious to hear the
public's views. "Other options may yet arise," he said.
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The Landing Platform Dock Shil:
A massive step forward from their steam-driven predecessors, HMS Albion and sister ship HMS Bulwark are bringi
incorporating in one package the latest in 'stealth' hull-design, an up-to-the-minute electric propulsion system, an
sea and air - and in the customary LPD role rapid off-load of large numbers of troops, vehicles and equipment fn




	1.	 Towed sonar platform	 37. Aft auxiliary machinery room		64.	 Forward end of vehicle deck
2.	 Jackstaff	 38. Starboard electric propulsion motor		65. Air treatment unit and ducting
3.	 Docking control office	 39. Aft engine room, main diesel engine		66.	 Bridge wing extension
4.	 Folding guard rail and safety net		andgenerator to port	 67. Seagnat decoy launchers, port
5.	 Starboard side walk	 40. Auxiliary machinery room uptakes			 starboard
6.	 Stern ramp, lowered	 41. Bilge keel		68. Signal deck
7.	 Ramp actuating links, hydraulically	 42. Centre auxiliary machinery room		69. Forward mast

operated		43. Pallet loading door with integral hoist,		70. V/UHF antennae
8.	 Starboard rudder		open	 71. Weather radar
9.	 Starboard propeller	 44.	 Pacific 22 sea boat, port and starboard	 72. 20mm cannon
10.	 Propeller shaft and bearing supports	 45. Officers' cabins		73. Weapons direction platform
11. Aft mooring bollard		46.	 Main mast	 74.	 Bridge
12.	 Life rafts	 47.	 1FF antenna array	 75. Planning office
13. Mk 10 landing craft		48. SCOT antennae, port and starboard		76. Commanding Officer's day cabin
14.	 Boat well dock	 49. Emergency conning position			 dining room
15. Flight deck		50.	 Forward funnel	 77. Commanding Officer's cabin
16. Westland Sea King Mk 4 assault		51. Forward engine room uptake		78. Starboard navigation unit

helicopter		52.	 Forward auxiliary engine room uptakes	 79.	 Life rafts
17. Marine accommodation deck			 and fans					 27	 j
18. Well dock central divider with batter		53. Ammunition hoist	

boards	 54.	 Forward launching craft davit,
19. Starboard ballast tanks			 hydraulically operated
20. Well dock beaching ramp		55. Forward RAS winch
21. Four tonne deck crane		56.	 Internal walkway
22.	 Roll-up access hatch to internal vehicle	 57. Drying rooms	

ramp	 58.	 Engineering office
23. Flight deck floodlights		59. 6,000 volt generator
24.	 Flight control - 'Flyco'	 60.	 Electrical toad centre			 25

25. Port landing craft davits		61. Alstom main diesel engine
26. Aft 'Goalkeeper' radar-controlled gun		62.	 Forward engine room
27. Communications antenna array		63. Forward auxiliary machinery room						 26

28. Aft mast
29. Aft funnel						*
30. Air intakes and filters								

-
24

31. Mk 4 landing craft					 23

32.	 RAS winch

33. Internal deck vents

34. Vehicle ramp to flight deck							 22

35. Main vehicle deck with light	
mezzanine to port			 "	

..	
"	

.	
"		 .	
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36.
Storage compartment	 .						 A.		 -
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News
(LPD)

ng impressive new capability to the Royal Navy,
innovative command and control suite for land,
m sea to land.	

80. Sea boat towing boom	
81. Forward vehicle deck entry hatch	
82. Ramp hydraulic actuators

	and	 83. Forward vehicle loading ramp	
84. Bow thruster	
85. Forepeak hydrodynamic fairing	
86. Twin anchors	
87. Fairlead	
88. Anchor winches	
89. Forward mooring bollards	
90. Forward Goalkeeper radar-controlled gun
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The new 18,500-tonne assault ships HMSAlbion (L14) and Bulwark
(L15) will have a major impact on thefuture of British amphibious
and expeditionary warfare.
From within the heart of the ship, the Commanderof Maritime

Forces positioned in the 72-workstation Command Support
System will be able to seea complete battlefield picture of air,
land and sea components across a 1,500-mile domain.

This suite of technology is backed up with a sophisticated
internal and external Integrated Communications System (ICS)
that will ease fluid information flow between the various military
forces of land, sea and air.
Troop and equipment movement remain the other main role of

the new LPDs with vehicles, landing craft and helicopters all
deployable at speed and on command.
The standard ship's companyof 325 can be bolstered with 305

troops for operations, with capacity when circumstances dictate
for an additional 405.
Four state-of-the-art 120-ton Landing Craft Utility (LCUs) are

housed in the belly ofthe floating dock that will take on some

3,000 tonnes of water when flooded. These craft can carry up to
120 troops and are big enough to move a Challenger 2 tank.
The LCUs are supplemented by four Landing Craft Vehicle

Personnel (LCVPS) on davits that can carry vehicles or a rifle troop
of 35 Royal Marines and more than a tonne of equipment.
The extensive 64-metre flight deck of HMS Albion operates two

Sea King helicopters in the Support and Amphibious Battlefield
Rotorcraft role, with additional space for a third to be stowed.
Vehicles are loaded on to the LPD through a roll-on roll-off

system, with trucks and assault vehicles taken on through an entry
ramp at the front of the ship, then driven on to the vehicle deck
primed and readyfor transfer straight on to the LCUs as required.
There are 500 lane metres of vehiclestowage in Albion, a
significant increase in heavy-lift capacity on her predecessors.
These new 176-metre assault ships are the Navy's first

integrated Full Electric propulsion ships, with tWo 6.26MW and two
1.56MW diesel generators driving twoAC motors through twin
shafts anda bowthrust unit.
HMSMbion was commissioned on June 19, 2003.


