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ASSAULT ON
THE ROCK

New print from the
Admiralty Collection
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New NATO
allies come
in from
the cold

A ROYAL Navy task
group, headed by
aircraft carrier HMS
Ark Royal, is to
undertake a major
deployment which is
planned to take the
White Ensign to the
far side of the world.

Details of Naval Task
Group 2003 (NTG03) were
announced by Defence
Minister Adam Ingram,
who said that the focus of
the deployment wil l he
Exercise Flying Fish, a
mul t i -nat ional exercise in
the Far East.

Flying Fish is a regular fea-
ture of the Five Powers
Defence Arrangement
(FPDA), a grouping based on
the Asia Pacific region which
also includes the UK wi th
Austral ia, New Zealand,
Singapore and Malaysia.

But the group will also under-
take a number of other exercises,
both bilateral and mult i la tera l , as
well as visiting more than 25 coun-
tries to pursue the Navy's defence
diplomacy mission, supporting UK
interests overseas and demonstrat-
ing commitment to the security of
the Gulf and Asia Pacific regions.

Passage exercises have already
been planned with the Egyptian,
Indian and Pakistani navies, and
planners are confident that the
Royal Navy's excellent bilateral
relationships can help build
bridges between nations.

The group wil l be joined by a
French warship for elements of the

• Turn to back page

VOLUNTARY DONATIONS FROM PAY - p31 • LETTERS - p6, 7



2 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2003 www. na vynews. co. uk

RNSC(7)13 RLF13

187

Welcome to HMS ECHO
v

- A '

pi

Farewell to
HMS BEAGLE

Reservists'
pay comes
in line with
Regulars'
PAY 2000 has finally been delivered for the Reserve Forces - after many months
of planning and discussion they have been brought into line with the pay struc-
ture of Regular Service personnel.

In the period since the intro-
duction of Pay 200(1 for the
regulars there has been an
"unduly complicated" process
with transferring reservists' pay
accounts between the various
pay systems as individuals were
mobilised or took up FTRS
contracts and then reverted
back to Reserve service.

A spokesman tor the Director
Naval Reserves told Navy News
that, wi th Regulars and Reserves
both on the same Pay 2000 struc-
turc, this would he a thing of the
past.

"Incremental pay wi l l he one of
the many benefits which will start
to reward reservists. Like the regu-
lars, ini t ial ly everybody will trans-
fer to the new system with their
existing basic pay including five
year LSI plus Length of Service
pay if drawn.

"This will ensure that
nobody will take a pay cut
on transition to the new sys-
tem. "

The pay structure is under-
pinned by job evaluation and as far
as possible Reservists have been
placed in the same pay ranges as
those of the Regular Services.

Not all Reservists have trans-
ferred onto the new pay system -
Medical Officers are planned to
follow once their common terms
and conditions of service have
been agreed with the Territorial
Army and Royal Auxiliary Air
Force. Full rules of the new pay
structure have already been pub-
lished in preparation for the
launch of the new system and these
can be found in BRI950 (Naval
Pay Regulations) Chapter 41.

Details of trades to ranges allo-
cations, some questions and
answers and related issues for
FTRS personnel may be found on
the 2SL/CNH Website.

Stamps echo
cover theme
LATEST cover issued by the Royal Naval Philatelic
Society this month celebrates two of the Senior
Service's survey ships - and by purest chance carries
an apt set of stamps.

Marking the departure of HMS Beagle (she decommissioned
in February 2002 after 34 years' service) and the arrival of the
new, multi-role hydrographic and oceanographic survey ship
HMS Echo (below), it bears a series of stamps featuring spec-
tacular photographs of the stars.

Contact the RNPS on 01730 231668 for details.
HMS Echo begins her Preliminary Safety Trials on January 6

and is set to commission on March 7. Along with her sister
ship HMS Enterprise, currently being built in North Devon by
Apple-pie Ship Builders, HMS Echo will work with the Fleet in
worldwide operational roles, including support for mine war-
fare and amphibious tasks, as well as carrying out specialist
survey work. She will be available for over 334 days a year - a
50 per cent improvement on previous RN Hydrographic ves-
sels - and features an all-electric propulsion system incorpo-
rating 360 degree podded thrusters, another first for the RN.

• See also page 4

Slow crawl
back to full
strength
FULL time trained strength
of the Royal Navy at
October 1, 2002 was
37, 440 - 1, 130 below the
requirement.

But the latest Quarterly
Manning Statistics produced
by the Defence Analytical
Services Agency show that
Naval gains rose by 8. 7 per
cent over the previous 12
months - rather better than
the Army (7. 1) and RAF (4. 1)
rates - while the Naval trained
outflow fell by 11. 8 per cent
(3, 630 compared with 4, 110) in
the same period.

As to equal opportunities,
in each of the past five quar-
ters the proportion of females
in the UK Regular Forces had
risen slightly for each of the
Services.

At October 1 females
accounted for 9. 9 per cent of
officers and 8. 3 per cent of
Other Ranks.

It was still not possible to
update the ethnicity data as
the exercise to recede individ-
uals, in line with the new 2001
Census codes, had not yet
been completed.

FIGUREHEADS

MS support group seeks
up to 250 more members
EVERY year a surprising number of
Service personnel are diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis (MS).

The days following diagnosis are usually trau-
matic. Can life ever be the same again? What
will be the effect on career and family.

Ten years ago Sue Smith of the Royal Navy
and RAF officers Kim Bartlett and Suzanne
Crighton found themselves in the same posi-
tion. In turning to each other for support, they
decided to form an organisation to offer assis-
tance to other Service personnel diagnosed with

MS. Within weeks, Mutual Support, the Armed
Forces Support Group of the MS Society, was
formed.

Since its creation with just three members,
Mutual Support has grown steadily and now has
a membership of over 200 retired and serving
personnel.

Affiliated to the MS Society, it has charitable
status and works closely with Service charities
and welfare organisations.

Statistics suggest that there may be as many
as 250 Servicemen and women with MS who are
not in contact with Mutual Support, however.

Chairman Roger Langdon told Navy News:
"Our members are treading, or have trodden,
the path that the newly diagnosed must follow
and they are ideally placed to offer guidance,
comfort and information.

"The simple act of talking to someone who
has been through it themselves can allay many
of the fears, anxieties and sense of isolation that
occur during the difficult period following diag-

Q Contact him on 0208 773 9065 or by e-mail
to rogerlangdon@hotmail. com

HMS CANOPUS
ONE OF the most historic figureheads to survive in any
British collection is in fact French in origin.

HMS Canopus, a 2nd rate of 80 guns, was built in Toulon
in 1796 as Le Franklin and was captured two years later at
the Battle of the Nile, being next in line to the ill-fated
L'Orient when she blew up.

For a time Le Franklin was herself in danger of fire on her
own deck. This was soon extinguished, however, and she
surrendered with almost half her crew dead and wounded.

Nelson gave her the name Canopus after the ancient
Egyptian city.

Thereafter Canopus was considered one of the fastest
sailers in the British Fleet - and so she missed the Battle
of Trafalgar due to being sent on to Gibraltar for stores.
Canopus was later used for harbour service and at
Plymouth as a receiving ship before being sold out of the
Service and broken up in 1887.

The figurehead, in the collection of the National Maritime
Museum at Greenwich, is a large, 10ft bust of a classical
warrior with a plumed helmet.

It bears no resemblance to Benjamin Franklin, the dis-
tinguished American scientist and author who was famous
as a diplomat in Paris after the Declaration of
Independence, when he enlisted French help for the
colonists and negotiated peace with Britain.

It is thought to have been fitted before the ship was
given his name.
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The Royal Navy's German airship
ONE OF the Royal Navy's first airships was actually built in Germany - HMA No
4, pictured here over Portsmouth Harbour in 1913.

The Navy had tried hard to buy a
Zeppelin following clandestine visits and
flights on the commercial versions, but the
German government would not allow a
sale.

So the German Parseval company was
approached, and again the government
tried to block the sale. But at this time
Parsevals were not getting much support
owing to the popularity of the Zeppelins, so
they agreed to sell one of their latest, non-
rigid designs.

P. 18 (NO 4) was delivered to Farnborough
in 1913, accompanied by four engineers
from the Parseval works to show the Royal
Navy crews how to assemble and operate
her. Powered by two engines, an unusual
feature was her variable-pitch propellers,
which had steel blades which could be
changed in mid-air in case of failure.

A machine-gun position, served by an
access-tube, was fitted on top of the enve-
lope.

HMA No 4 proved so successful that
three other ships were ordered - but with
the outbreak of war in August 1914 these
were no longer available.

She carried out the first war patrols over
the Thames Estuary, flying from Kentish
Knock to Barrow Deep on August 5, 1914,

commanded by Capt J. N. Fletcher.
Returning in the early morning, she was
fired upon by British Territorials - despite
her White Ensign. Meanwhile the War
Office was deluged with reports of a
German Zeppelin flying up the Thames.

No 4 also escorted troopships carrying
the BEF to France, protecting them from U-
boats.

On one of these early patrols she actual-
ly did shed a propeller blade. The spare
was refitted as she drifted in the wind with
engines stopped and Coxswain Cook later
related that the wind carried them over the
Belgian coast. It was dusk before the repair
was completed and the crew could see
flashes of gunfire on the Western Front.

During 1915, No 4 was reconditioned by
Vickers at Barrow. On November 22 she
collided with a shed in dense fog and on
December 27, 1916 she sustained slight
damage on landing owing to a down gust.
She was finally deleted at Pulham on July
17, 1917.

HMA No. 4's story is told by Ces
Mowthorpe in Battlebags (Sutton £12. 99).
The picture is taken from Portsmouth - The
Good Old Days by Anthony Triggs
(Halsgrove £19. 95)

RUSSIA NOW 'AN EQUAL PARTNER' - PM

NATO accepts
seven new
members
NATO has formally accepted seven new members from the old Soviet bloc in the
largest single expansion in its 53-year history.

NATO heads of state invited
Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia
and Slovenia to join, bringing
membership up to 26 in what
American President George
Bush described as a "decisive"
and "historic" moment.

Mr Bush is also reported to have
described NATO as his country's
"most important global relation-
ship".

The fifth enlargement of the
organisation came at a two-day
summit meeting in Prague which
will look at how NATO can best
deal with the threat of terrorism
and speed up the machinery in
order to respond more swiftly to
flashpoints.

The new members are expected
to become fully integrated into the
organisation in 2004, after they

have signed and ratified the North
Atlantic Treaty, the founding act of
NATO.

The North At lan t i c Treaty
Organisation was formally lau-
unched in April 1949 as a Western
response to post-war Soviet expan-
sion, and grew into a powerful
regional defence group.

Ten Western European coun-
tries - Belgium, Denmark, France,
Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal
and the UK - signed the treaty in
Washington, along with the United
States and Canada.

One of the founding principles is
still central to the organisation - an
armed attack against any single
member is considered an attack
against the entire alliance, drawing
a collective response.

Greece and Turkey joined in

1952, and West Germany followed
three years later - which helped
prompt the Soviet Union to create
its own version of NATO, the
Warsaw Pact.

The third enlargement brought
Spain on board in 1982, and a trio
of former Soviet bloc states joined
in 1999 - the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Poland.

With the end of the Cold War
and the break-up of the Warsaw
Pact, NATO is refocusing on new
challenges, including a response to
attacks such as those on the United
States on September 1 1 , 2001.

The Royal Navy provides ships
to a number of permanent NATO
forces, with Standing Naval Force
Atlantic (SNFL) and Standing
Naval Force Mediterranean
(SNFM), which celebrated its Kith
anniversary in 2002, mainta ining

the highest profiles.
The actual uni ts involved in

these forces change with time, and
command is rotated around the
member states.

In his statement to Parliament
on the summit. Prime Minister
Tony Blair said the invitations to
the new seven member nations
would not be the last.

"The UK wi l l help those who
want to join, and who meet the cri-
teria, to succeed in the future, " he
said.

NATO continued to build new
rela t ionships outside its formal
membership, that wi th Russia hav-
ing been "transformed" over the
past year.

"We now work with Russia as an
equal partner, cooperating in a
wide range of areas. A good exam-
ple is the Balkans, where NATO
and Russia are together making an
immense contribution towards our
goal of a peaceful and stable
Balkans playing a fu l l part in the
European family.

"My great hope is that we
are now beginning to
include the new Russia as a
real partner in meeting the
new threats we face. "

NATO was also pursuing its
practical co-operation wi th
Ukraine, and strengthening its
wider partnerships wi th the
Mediterranean, Central Asia and
the Caucasus.

"NATO needs to develop new
capabilities. The Cold War is over.
There are new missions and new
threats. The key is flexibili ty of
response, adaptabili ty of mil i tary
forces, and modernisat ion of
defence capabilities. "

The Prague Summit agreed on
three new ins t rument s to help
meet these challenges.

• A new NATO Response
Force to provide effective forces
available at short notice.

• All Allies committed to
improve their capabilities in specif-
ic ways to support and equip forces
that are flexible and deployable.

• A revised, reduced and refo-
cuscd command structure.

!_j Sec Ncwsvicw, page 20 and
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Par populaire demande, et pour definitely la
derniere fois, le retour de -

JACK ET JACQUES

Leur Finale Bow
(Aii troisieme etage de la Tour d'Eiffel, Paris)

'Jack! Mon ami! Nous n'avons pas met pour dix-huit mois ou
more! Ou avez vous been?'

'Dans un mission secret, Jacques mon vieux. J'etais jette
dans la guerre centre le terrorisme par President George Bush
lui-meme. '

'Oh, pull I'autre one, Jack . . . '
'Non! C'est vrai, Jacques! George m'a dit, quand J'etais en

exchange duty a SACLANT: "Jack, apres votre succes dans Le
Hunt Pour Rouge Octobre, Patriot Jeux et Clair et Present
Danger, j'ai un job special pour vous!" "Vous avez le wrong
Jack, M le President!" j'ai exclame. "C'etait Jack Ryan\" Mais il
a pris pas de notice. II continue: "Vous allez tout de suite aux
Reichenbach Falls, Switzerland, oil Osama bin Laden a son
banque account. C'est somewhere en Europe, je crois. Vpuz
grapplez avec Osama aux said Falls, et puis vous tombez a la
mprt dans I'eau. Osama, that is - pas vous. C'est une bonne
idee, n'est-ce pas?" "Mais je ne peux pas nager, mon
President!" je I'ai dit. "Quoi?" GW a dit. "N'avez yous jamais vu
Butch Cassidy et le Sundance Kid? C'est mon film favori! Vous
serez alright - mais make sur qu'Osama ne survive pas . . . "'

'Eh bien, Jack - vous avez tue Osama, I'Empereur de Crime
Internationale?'

'Er, non. II n'a pas turned up. '
'Mais vous avez been away pour dix-huit mois, Jack!'
'Ah, ou i . . . Les expenses etaient bon, Jacques - et il y a une

jolie barmaid au Bar Moriarty dans I'Hotel Sherlock Holmes qui
est tres accommodating.. . J'y retourne demain, Jacques!
Venez avec moi! C'est libre d'income tax, mon vieux, libre d'in-
cpme tax. C'est le seul way pour sauver nowadays. Quand vous
decidez, envoyez a moi un message. Je vous rencontrai quand
vous voulez - et quand nous nous rencontrons, c'est vous je
veux voir, pas le po l ice . . . Et ne soyez pas so gloomy! Apres
tout, ce n'est pas so awful! Vous savez qu'est-ce que c'est que
le fellow a dit, en Italie pour 30 ans sous les Borgias ils avaient
la guerre, terror, le meurtre, le bloodshed. Ils ont produit
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci et la Renaissance. En Suisse
ils avaient brotherly love, 500 ans de democracie et paix, et ca
produit quoi? L'horloge de cuckoo. So longue, Jacques... '

Illustrations par
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First live
RAS for
tanker
THE ROYAL Fleet Auxiliary's
new large fleet tanker RFA Wave
Knight has carried out her first
'live' replenishment at sea (RAS)
off Plymouth, linking up with Type
23 frigate HMS Sutherland to pro-
vide fuel while both ships were
under way.

The 31, 500-tonne tanker is cur-
rently carrying out trials and train-
ing exercises in the Plymouth
operating areas before she joins
the RFA flotilla.

Although she has carried out
RAS passes with sister RFA ships,
the operation with Sutherland was
the first with a warship - and no
doubt the first of very many.

Wave Knight was built by BAH
Systems at Barrow-in-Furncss, and
was launched in September 2000.
After tilting out and trials she was
handed over last November.

She and her newer sister,
Wave Ruler, are a new class
of large, double-hulled fleet
replenishment tankers, with
a service speed of 18 knots
and a fuel capacity of
16, 000 cubic metres, includ-
ing 3, 000 cubic metres of
aviation fuel.
The ships can also carry 380

cubic metres of fresh water, 500
cubic metres of dry cargo and
eight 20ft refrigerated containers.

Wave Knight has a large flight
deck and a hangar, and can oper-
ate all Royal Navy helicopters,.

For defensive purposes she has
two 30mm cannon and two
Phalanx close-in weapons systems.

When operational, the Wave
sisters will have a crew of 80 RFA
personnel - who are civilians -
plus 20 or so RN personnel.

Wave Ruler, launched in
February 2001. is also in the
Plymouth areas now, carrying out
basic safety training before she too
embarks on RAS trials.

Vaccine offer
THE MOD is to offer smallpox
vaccines to a small number of spe-
cialist military personnel who may
face a greater risk of exposure to
the disease.

In a written statement, Defence
Minister Dr Lewis Mooncy said
those covered included NBC
(Nuclear, Biological and
Chemical) specialists and medical
personnel who would be at the
forefront of a defensive response,
including vaccination teams.

The MOD said such measures
are constantly under review, and
that "the current assessment is
that there is no immediate threat
to our Armed Forces from small-
pox", describing the move as "sen-
sible precautions".

The Department of Health has
also announced their plans to vac-
cinate a similar group.

• New patrol ship HMS Tyne on speed trials in the Western Solent
last month

Tyne in the
fast lane

• Newcastle United manager Sir Bobby Robson (left) is
presented with the ship's badge from HMS Tyne by
Commanding Officer Cdr Craig Gilmour

NEW offshore patrol vessel
HMS Tyne has now complet-
ed the first stage of her con-
tractor's sea trials.

The River-class ship has most
recently been conducting speed
trials in the Western Solent.

Now her ship's company are look-

Missile debate is advanced
DEFENCE Secretary Geoff
Hoon has published a public
discussion paper on missile
defence.

The document examines the
critical issues in the debate
about the UK's possible need
for a missile defence system.

It provides background
information on global missile
capabilities and technical
details on how a means of
defending against ballistic
missile attack might be
achieved.

It also reviews some of the
policy considerations which
the Government is addressing
in examining missile defence
issues, how we might respond
to any US request for the use
of missile facilities, and
whether the UK might seek to
participate in missile defence
programmes.

Mr Hoon said: "Missile
defence is a complex and fast-
moving subject of growing
global importance.

"The potential threat from

the proliferation of ballistic
missiles is increasing, not
least owing to the potential for
their combination with
weapons of mass destruction.

"We have a responsibility to
take stock of the issues
involved, and to consider or
options for addressing this
potential threat. "

The discussion paper is
available on the MOD'S web-
site, www. mod. uk, or as a hard
copy from the Ministry of
Defence.

ing forward to moving on board, and
arc busy learning all the systems and
procedures prior to an intensive peri-
od of training and trials early this
year.

The ship, one of three in the class,
has also been busy forging links in
North Tyncside.

Her Commanding Officer, Cdr
Craig Gilmour, recently attended a
charity lunch in Newcastle in aid of
the St Oswald's Jigsaw Appeal.

The afternoon was a great success,
raising £15, 000, and there were many
celebrities present, including
Newcastle United manager Sir Bobby
Robson.

Sir Bobby, a hero on Tyneside, will
hopefully visit the ship when she calls
in at the city early this year.

Several members of the previous
HMS Tyne, a depot ship built during
World War II and broken up at
Barrow in the 1970s, have now been
in contact with the ship, and they are
keen to hear from more.

Anyone interested should write to
HMS Tyne at BFPO 412.
• HMS Severn launched - back
page
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Frigates blaze a trail
on their deployments
THREE frigates have returned to
the UK with in days of each other
following notable deployments in
very different parts of the world.

First back was Devonport-bascd
Type 23 frigate HMS Argyll, which
had been on patrol in the Gulf.

During her successful Armilla
deployment, the ship's boarding
teams investigated 113 vessels
ranging from small dhows to large-
container ships - and in the
process discovering more than
10, 500 tonnes of smuggled oil.

She had precious little time to
acclimatise - she carried out her
first boarding within an hour of
taking up station, and found 300
tonnes of illegal oil on a dhow.

Argyll left the UK in May, and
operated in the northern Gulf with
many allied warships - including
uni t s from the US, Australia.
Canada and Japan - to enforce
UN sanctions against Iraq.

The deployment also introduced
a new secure command and con-
trol system to operations, allowing
boarding parties on seaboats to
access automatic navigation and
position tracking information, and

operate at greater ranges.
Argyll has been relieved by

destroyer HMS Cardiff, and now
undergoes maintenance.

Close behind Argyll was sister
Type 23 frigate HMS Westminster,
which had undertaken a pioneer-
ing deployment which relied on
electronic charts rather than tradi-
tional paper and pencil.

Westminster sailed from
Portsmouth for patrols in
the South Atlantic in August,
and the performance of the
ECDIS navigation system
during her trip has won a big
thumbs-up.
Commanding Officer Cdr David

Reindorp said: "Obviously we had
paper charts as back-up, but we did
not have to turn to them once.

"The electronic system proved
very reliable and we have written
operational procedures to assist
other Royal Navy ships in getting
the best out of it. "

Westminster was also testing the
Navy's new Improved Action
Working Dress, a rig which is for
use on board while on duty. It

replaces shirts and overalls with
more practical roll-neck jumpers
and combat-style trousers with
large pockets.

Westminster called in at eight
ports, including Dakar in Senegal,
Rio and Salvador in Brazil, and
Montevideo in Uruguay.

And mid-December saw the
return of HMS Grafton after one
of the most successful drug-busting
deployments to the Caribbean in
recent years.

The Portsmouth-based ship pre-
vented hundreds of millions of dol-
lars worth of drugs reaching the
streets, and in several high-profile
cases she and her Lynx were
involved in high-speed chases.

She also saved two lives at sea -
a battered yachtsman and a cast-
away at sea for 26 days in his crip-
pled boat.

The Lynx was put to good use
detecting camouflaged marijuana
plantations in inaccessible parts of
the Caribbean rainforest, allowing
police to move in and destroy the
crops.

Among the islands visited by
Grafton was volcanic Montserrat.

www. na vynews. co. uk

Pioneering
Reservists
on board
survey
vessels
AN INNOVATIVE sponsored
Reserve scheme is to place
contractor's support staff on
board new Royal Navy vessels
alongside the ship's company.

VT Integrated Logistics, part of
the VT Group (formerly Vosper
Thornycroft), is participating in
the scheme as part of its 25-year
contractor logistics support com-
mitment to oceanographic and
hydrographic survey ships HMS
Echo and HMS Enterprise.

The 90-metre vessels were built
under a prime contract with VT,
and in service will carry full-time
support staff employed by VT but
who will be special members of the
RNR.

Their day-to-day task is to assist
in the efficient running of the two
ships and to support the survey
systems.

They will work alongside
the Royal Navy crew, and
will continue to provide that
support at all times -
including deployment in
operational areas.
VT Integrated Logistics

General Manager Ian Corner said:
"This will be the first time that
sponsored reserves have become
effectively ful l- t ime members of a
ship's crew.

"It is an innovative solution that
enhances our long-term contrac-
tor logistic support commitment to
the two ships.

"We have worked closely with
the Directorate of Naval Reserves
(DNRes) and the Survey Vessels
IPT to produce this solution."

The VT reservists have under-
gone Royal Navy training and, by
living on board and working along-
side sailors, will become an inte-
gral part of the ship's company.

They will wear a VT uniform at
sea, but will change into Naval uni-
form when required.

"This is a new application of the
sponsored reserve principle, and
we have recruited specialist and
highly-focused personnel to carry
out the role," said Mr Corner.

Submarine relit
costs increase
THE COST of building refit facili-
ties for nuclear submarines at
Devonport have risen, which
means the MOD has put almost
£200 million more into the project
than was originally budgeted,
according to a report by the
National Audit Office (NAO).

But Defence Procurement
Minister Lord Bach stated that the
contract with DML was "one of
the largest and most complex civil
engineering projects ever under-
taken in Europe", and said he was
disappointed that the NAO did
not consider the effect of regulato-
ry-driven nuclear safety cost
increases, and whether they were
reasonable.

Lord Bach said under revised
terms. DML were paying £43 mil-
lion, and that it was vital that the
refit of HMS Vanguard should not
be delayed, compromising the UK
national deterrent.

Air defence study
STUDIES into an air defence sys-
tem which produces an all-encom-
passing radar picture of the skies
around a fleet will proceed follow-
ing the signing of an £11 million
contract between the MOD and
Lockheed Martin UK Integrated
Systems Ltd.

The Co-operative Engagement
Capability (CEC) combines infor-
mation from a ship's radar with
data from the rest of the fleet, giv-
ing an almost perfect real-time
picture of the aerial battlefield -
and a better chance of dealing with
aircraft and missiles.

This contract seeks to bring the
system to Type 23 frigates - Type
45 destroyers are the subject of a
separate study with BAE Systems.
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Ships of the Royal Navv No566

Baltic summer for Atherstone
T

HE YEAR 2002
proved a packed
one for HMS
Atherstone, one
of the Navy's

eleven Hunt class mine
countermeasure vessels
(MCMV).

Over the past year,
Atherstone has visited no less
than ten foreign ports, taken
part in two major multi-
national exercises, been
involved in live operations and
protected the coastline of
Britain on fishery protection
duties.

After her major refit in 2001,
propulsion, communications and
accommodation were all upgrad-
ed. This work session also saw
the addition of a two-man com-
pression chamber that meant
Atherstone's mine clearance
divers can operate in depths of
up to 80 metres.

HMS Atherstone was the first
of her class to have a chamber of
this type fitted.

Early in 2002 the MCMV took
up duties as part of the On Call
Force, along with visits to
Amsterdam and Hamburg.

The summer months saw
Atherstone in and around the
Baltic where she took part in
Exercises Blue Game and US
Baltops along with other British,
European and American ships.

During these exercises,
Atherstone took the lead of a
four ship Task Element that
included two Polish and one
German MCMV.

Under the Partnership for
Peace agreement, HMS
Atherstone with Pembroke,
Ramsey and the French ship
Orion cleared 150 square miles
of seabed off the Lithuanian

Facts and
figures

Class: Hunt Class mine
countermeasures vessel
Pennant number M38
Builder: Vosper Thornycroft,
Woolston, Southampton
Launched: March 1, 1986
Accepted: November 28,
1986
Commissioned: January 17,
1987
Displacement: 685 tons
Length: 60 metres
Draught: 3.2 metres
Speed: 14 knots (max)
Complement: 44
Propulsion: Two Ruston-
Paxman Deltic diesel
engines developing
1,900bhp; one Deltic
diesel for pulse generation
and auxiliary drive; bow
thruster
Weapons: One gyro
stabilised 30mm cannon;
two general purpose
7.62mm machine guns
Countermeasures: Two
RCMDS Mk1 submersibles
with mine disposal charges;
towed acoustic generator;
mechanical Oropesa
sweeps; magnetic influence
sweep; mine clearance
divers

• Mine countermeasures vessel HMS Atherstone has been involved in major multi-national exercises and fishery protection patrols

port of Klaipeda. This area of
the Baltic was mined heavily dur-
ing World War II and was later
used as a munitions dumping
ground during the Cold War.

This deployment gave oppor-
tunities to visit ports in Poland,
Russia, Latvia, Estonia and
Norway. Indeed, Atherstone was
part of Russian Navy Days in
Archangel where she was open
to the public.

After the summer, the MCMV
switched to fishery protection
duties, patrolling the eastern
coast of England with standoffs
in Newcastle, Hull and
Lowestoft. During her fish

duties, the MCMV got to enjoy
fireworks night off the port of
Whitby and watched the town's
celebrations.

Atherstone finally returned to
her home port of Faslane on
November 29, having spent
seven months of the year away
from home.

The present Atherstone is the
third Royal Navy ship to bear the
name. The first was an Ascot-
class paddle minesweeper built
in 1916 that served in the Firth
of Forth and the Humber until
being paid off in 1924.

The second Atherstone was
also a Hunt, but a Hunt-class

destroyer. This was the first of
the Type I batch of 1,000-ton
destroyers to be built.

Launched in December 1939,
she joined the Orkneys and
Shetland Command based at
Scapa Flow and escorted convoys
between the Orkneys and the
Clyde.

In the latter half of 1940,
Atherstone was based in
Portsmouth where she was
bombed and severely damaged
while escorting a convoy.

Once repaired, Atherstone
returned to the fray once more,
sinking two German coasters off
the island of Alderney, escorting
the damaged Warspite, and res-
cuing the 63 survivors after the
HMS Aldenham had been fatally
damaged by a mine in the
Adriatic.

By the end of the war,
Atherstone had been reduced to
the status of a reserve ship and
was final ly broken up in the
Clyde in 1957.

E/SfiFDUI

English Channel.,1940-42
St Nazaire 1942
North Sea 1942-3
Atlantic 1943
Mediterranean 1943
Sicily. 1943
Salerno 1943
South of France 1944
Adriatic 1944
Kuwait 1991

AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 75

i The Sea Scout Zero SSZ36 airship with handlers at RNAS Cape/ Picture: Fleet Air Arm Museum

Sea Scout Zero airship
THE Sea Scout Zero (SSZ) non-rigid airship
was generally known as the 'Zero'. Airships
searched the seas during World War I for
mines and submarines, and acted as scouts
for the ships of the surface fleets.

This Zero aircraft was carefully designed to
incorporate improvements on its immediate
predecessor, the Sea Scout Pusher (SSP).

The ash-frame car was aluminium covered
and, apart from the three cockpit openings,
watertight. Streamlined and boat-shaped, this
meant that the airship could land on calm
water.

The Zeros were three-man airships, with a
Wireless/Telegraphist Operator in the front
cockpit, the pilot in the centre seat and the
engineer aft. The W/T Operator was armed
with a machine gun, but this was principally
used to destroy floating mines. There was the
capability to carry an aerial camera, but this
piece of surveillance kit was seldom fitted.

Powered by the 75hp Rolls Royce Hawk

water-cooled engine, which was the only
engine to be designed specifically for non-
rigid airships, these craft had a maximum
speed of 53mph.

Two 110lb bombs, or one 250lb bomb, were
carried just forward of the engine.

The first prototype completed trials in
September 1916 and by July the next year 16
Zeros had been delivered to the RNAS. In
total, 66 of these airships served with the
Royal Navy.

The envelope of the Zero encompassed
70,000 cu ft with its two ballonets, and air was
supplied from an air-scoop.

The aircraft stretched 143ft with a diameter
of 32ft. The cost of the aircraft is assessed at
approximately £5,000.

The SSZ36 in the photograph was built at
Wormwood Scrubs and spent a total of 644
hours in the skies. It ended its days in October
1918 after a defective envelope caused it to
crash into trees at Capel.

MOTOR
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Introducing
more widgets
both real and
imagined
QUITE right about Mounthattcn's 'Fizzing widget nobody
wanted' (November issue). As Capt Harris says, the invention
was a disaster, plus a waste of taxpayers' money from start to
finish.

Toowhit-
toowong

I AM sure you will get a few
comments about the identity of
the owl Tiny' featured on the
cover of your December issue -
but just in case you don't. . .

It is not a Little Owl but a Scops
Owl (Otus scops). Little Owls do
not have 'ear' tufts, and lack the
cryptic bark-like patterning,
particularly on the crown.

Most Scops Owls migrate from
southern Europe to spend the
winter in Africa. This one
obviously got tired and decided to
have a rest en route. I attach a
picture I took of a Little Owl
locally this autumn for
comparison. - A. Easton,
Lowestoft.

Flower
renamed

AN AUSSIE born and bred, I
served under the Red Duster of
the British Merchant Navy and
was fished out of the drink three
times by the RN after sinkings by
enemy action.

HMS Rhododendron picked
me up in the North Atlantic and I
remember the late Capt Harold
Cheaterman telling me that when
she was laid down they were
originally going to call her HMS
Pansy - but this was quick-smart
changed. - E. Smith, Bargara
Beach, Queensland.

Wot so - it was the Flower-
class corvette HMS Heartsease,
completed in June, 1940, that
was first called Pansy. Built by
War/and & Wolff, she was
transferred to the US Navy in
March 1942 as USS Courage -
Ed

Firefighters'
strike causes
another heated
argument
THE FALLOUT from the firefighters' strike appears to me to have raised an issue
fundamental to the wellbeing of RN and Armed Forces personnel.

With the Firefighters
constantly in the headlines for
a better pay deal, we, the
Armed Forces, hard put upon
with increases in lean manning
and Topmast initiatives to
contend with, have virtually no
way of bringing our case to the
public arena with regard to a
substantive pay increase.

It seems that the Firefighters
are well-served by a union which,
following years of 'restructuring'
and 'modernisation' of its
organisation, has finally drawn a
line in the sand and demanded a
remuneration package comm-
ensurate with the level of risk,
increased worlkload and
professional skill required to carry
out the role they do so well.

Why then do the RN/Armed
Forces not have similar repre-
sentation?

I appreciate that our model
would have to follow something
more akin to the Police Federation
(with its non-striking policy) but
surely the time has now come to
put the case forward for a more
modern Navy, with representation
available to all ranks at all levels
with the chance when necessary, to

avy
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bring our case to a wider audience
for more open debate.

Pay is always a hot topic in
whatever walk of life, never more
so than the RN! The Armed
Forces Pay Review Body does a
good job in evaluating the roles
undertaken by Service personnel
and puts forward every year sound
reasons and judgments on how our
award is concluded for that
respective year.

However, if public sector pay
spirals due to over inflationary pay
awards, then who will be there to
champion the cause of Jack and
Jenny, eight months out of 12
deployed in a Type 23? -
CPOWTR R. Galpin, HMS Drake

Monster
waves

I READ an article in The Observer
about stories of giant waves that
defy all scientific understanding.

"These mammoth events are
not tidal waves or tsunamis . . .
Nor are they caused by
earthquakes or landslides. They
are single, massive walls of water
that rise up - for no known reason
- and destroy dozens of ships and
oil rigs every year."

I remember reading a story of
the cruiser HMS Sheffield which,
while cruising off the east coast of
Africa, was struck at night by a
large wave.

The bridge being 200ft from the
bow and 50ft high, it was still
covered by 2ft of water. - C.
Taylor, Ilford

RAAF also

Those charts made by Lt James
Cook are quite obviously well out
of date!

Unfortunately, at the time the
Royal Australian Navy were pretty
heavily committed.

As well as patrolling the north
of Australia against illegal
immigrants, we had ships in the
Gulf in the war against terrorism.

However, the Royal Australian
Air Force did provide assistance in
airlifting pumping equipment etc.

Certainly, in sending the RNZN
to Nottingham's assistance, Prime
Minister Helen Clark showed that
New Zealand, and in particular
her Navy, were in there with the
best. - WO R. Broniman, RAN
Rtd, Malabar, New South Wales

The money should have been
spent on supplying AA guns and
ammo to defend ourselves against
enemy aircraft, both in the
Norwegian campaign and the
battle for Crete.

I was a young leading stoker in
HMS Kipling as part of the 5th
Destroyer Flotilla, with
Mountbatten in HMS Kelly as
Captain 'D'. The device was fitted
to all the ships but to my
knowledge was only tried out
once. According to popular
opinion, that was once too often. -
J. B. Sinclair, Rothcrham

VERY many years ago, when I was
a Boy Seaman serving in HMS
Termagant, there were certain
experiments being conducted with
a new piece of equipment.

Termagant was attached to the
Third Submarine Flotilla at
Rothesay at the time and we would
go out every day and act as target
ship for budding young submarine
commanders.

This particular piece of
equipment was called an
'Autolocus' (or something like
that) and was a device for smelling
out submarines whilst snorkeling.

Can anyone throw any l;ight on
the matter? - R. Hanley, Telford

I WAS very interested in the piece
about the Sampson Radar Ball
(November issue).
I recall that back in the 1960s
when I was a POME in the
minesweeper HMS Belton, we
were heading up the east coast on
the top side of Scotland when the
skipper, Lt Cdr Rowbotton was
aware of a Russian whaling fleet in
the area.

He asked me if I would assist
the Bunting Tosser to put some
oddments on to the radar mast to
fool the Russians once we got near
them. We came up with several
ideas, but as usual the skipper had
the last say. Jumper Cross and I
climbed aloft and lashed a milk
crate and a toilet brush as high as
possible. - R. Aveling, Sheffield

•FOOLING THE RUSSIANS:
HMS Belton arrives at Leith.

Genuine
Charles

A CORRESPONDENT ment-
ioned an ex-German yacht being
unofficially known as HMS
Prince Charles.

Your readers may be interested
in the real HMS Prince Charles of
World War II.

She was one of four Belgian
Railways passenger ferries
converted into landing ships.

The other three were Prince
Leopold, Princess Astrid and
Princess Josephine Charlotte.
Each carried some 250
infantrymen for assault landings
in their eight LCAs.

Prince Charles (Cdr Dennis)
and Prince Leopold carried
Commandos for the raid on
Vaagso and Maaloy islands on
December 27, 1941.

Eighteen months later Prince
Charles and her sister ships took
part in operation Husky when
Rangers of the US Army landed
at Gela on the south coast of
Sicily.

By late June 1943 Sicily had
been cleared of enemy troops and
Prince Charles was tasked to
Palermo to re-embark US
Rangers for an assault landing on
the left flank of the main landing
at Salerno.

In the last quarter of that year,
the four LSIs were withdrawn to
UK waters to prepare for
Operation Neptune, when Prince
Charles renewed her partnership
with the US Rangers, putting
them ashore on Omaha Beach. -
E. Fletcher, Kingsbridge, Devon

Letters to the Editor should
always be accompanied by
the correspondent's name
and address, not nec-
essarily for public-
ation.email correspondents
are also requested to
provide this information.

T. J. Voltz r ightful ly claims
recognition for the two RNZN
ships that assisted HMS
Nott ingham when she went
aground off Norfolk Island.
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John bounced back - and
now he's cooking with gas

LEAPING out of aircraft with an 80lb
backpack and yomping across moor-
land bogs during the Falklands War
meant that former Royal Marines Sgt
John Cook was a supremely fit man.
But that punishing exercise took its
toll.

He was medically discharged in 1989
after 17 years' service, suffering from the
Falklands equivalent of trench foot. For 11
years John, from Bridgwater, struggled on
as a contract manager for a security firm,
but by the time redundancy struck he was
at an all time low.

"I was terribly depressed," he said. "I
had heart problems, diabetes, osteoarthri-
tis and trench foot and felt I had no future
at all.

"I decided that I needed a complete
change of direction. I was fed up with
security work and so I started investigating

at Somerset Careers Office and found
information about Queen Elizabeth's
Foundation and I discussed it with the dis-
ability employment officer at the Job
Centre.

"I was accepted by the Training College
in Leatherhead, Surrey, to study domestic
appliance maintenance and it has given me
a new lease of life. It has given me a goal
to go for and I haven't looked back."

The Training College takes students
from all walks of life, but John carries on a
military connection that goes back to 1935,
when it opened primarily to help disabled
ex-Servicemen.

It now caters for people who have been
disabled since birth and also for people
forced into a career change by accident or
illness. Disabilities range from lost limbs
to depression; dwarfism to dyslexia.

And like John, many of the ex-service-
men and Falklands veterans who come to

the college now are suffering from depres-
sion and disabilities caused by the long-
term effects rather than the immediate
effects of war.

They can choose from a range of cours-
es including engineering, building trades,
business administration, computer main-
tenance and horticulture, getting to grips
with a new career in a very supportive and
caring atmosphere.

John passed his domestic appliance
maintenance course with flying colours
and was given a work placement with
British Gas in Bridgwater in March 2002.
He loves his job, travelling around and
meeting people and after six months was
taken on full time as an official British Gas
engineer.

Thanks to Queen Elizabeth's Found-
ation, he has reclaimed his future. - Jane
Garrett, Queen Elizabeth's Foundation,
Leatherhead

'Just Nuisance'
funeral attended
by crowd of 400

Birthday bomb scare
AS A special treat for my 80th birthday, my son organised a visit to HMS Collingwood for
me.

The last time I was there was August 28,1941, as a young Ordinary Seaman. We endured
many air raids at that time, but even then I fell in love with the Navy and still am after all
these years. All my war I served in Coastal Forces, a great band of brothers.

By coincidence, we had a bomb scare while staying in Portsmouth this time! It seems a
650lb bomb was found near 12 and 13 dry dock, so everything was shut down, including
the place where we were staying near the harbour!

My visit to Collingwood was so interesting and my thanks go to Marie Loney and Lt Cdr
Bill Legg for treating us to a day to remember. - S. A. Read, Leicester

REGARDING N. Taverner's letter about the famous Great Dane
he would have nothing to do with commissioned officers, or even
their pats as they passed by.

His real "Sunday Go To
Meeting" name was "Pride of
Rondebosche" and he was born on
April 1, 1937, volunteered on June
6, 1939 and commenced his service
on August 15 that year.

His records show his trade as
"Bone Crusher" and he was also
entered as "Scrounger".

Many visitors to HMS
Afrikander knew him. The picture
of him lying in a hospital bed at

Simon's Town brought back many
sad memories for me.

He was suffering from paralysis
of his hind quarters and the paral-
ysis slowly spread until it became
evident that his life was close to the
end.

The nurse in the picture was
nurse "Ticky" Davies. Nuisance
was put to sleep on April 1, 1944
and Capetown lost a very valuable
and loyal asset.

AB 'Just Nuisance', I remember
petty officers, but would accept

The burial took place at Klaver
Camp and he was given full Naval
Honours, with over 400 people in
attendance.

He is still remembered by a stat-
ue situated under the palms of
Jubilee Square, keeping a close
watch over Simon's Town Harbour.

I have a full scrap book of pic-
tures of Nuisance and it is one of
my most treasured possessions. -
K. Eyre, Sheffield.

feu

•rag?

Top class at Shotley
I DISCOVERED this photograph among
my father's effects after he died last year
at the age of 98.

He served in the Royal Navy from 1918
until 1933 and told me he was the first
boy to achieve 100 per cent in his
telegraphist exams.

On the back he had written: "Taken
after final exams for boy telegraphist at

HMS Ganges, Shotley, Harwich 1918.
Instructor - PO Tel Kidd. Reputed to be
the finest wireless operator in the Grand
Fleet.

"Our class obtained the highest marks
ever achieved up to that time. Highest
100 per cent. Lowest 92 per cent." - W. A.
Vandersteen, Winchester
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People in the News
1 Twins Gerald and John Ross with Lt Neil Benstead

Fingerprint
expert nets
RMR award
ROYAL Marines Reservist
Colonel Paul Jobbins has received
the QBE from the Prince of Wales.

Col Jobbins has been with the
RMR since 1972 and has seen
active service in the Falklands, the
Republic of Former Yugoslavia
and Sierra Leone.

He was the British Military
Liaison Officer in Freetown
during a tense and unpredictable
period and was heavily involved in
the rescue of members of the
Royal Irish Regiment from the
'West Side Boys'.

In his other life, Col Jobbins is a
fingerprint expert for the Avon
and Somerset police who have
fully supported his reserve career.

IDENTICAL twins Gerald
and John Ross are still
causing consternation in
their dual wake.

The pair, who first fea-
tured in our May 2002 edi-
tion, have now completed
their Marine Engineering
Mechanics' training at HMS
Sultan and have finally gone
their separate ways to
seagoing drafts.

John can now be found in
Type 22 HMS Chatham and
Gerald is on Type 23 HMS
Monmouth.

But wherever they go, we
can guarantee they will still
leave a trail of people with
double vision.

4 or more years7
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0845 603 4481
please quote NAVY

esure.com esure

RM chef
cooks up
a storm

A ROYAL Marine chef, Sgt Mike Beaton, has been pulling
in the crowds at this year's Good Food Show.

Mike has been showcasing
his culinary talents along with
some of the most respected
chefs in the industry.

And he's proven himself no cold
dish in the cuisine stakes, even
catching the eye of a TV producer
who thinks his style might transfer
well to the small screen.

Television chef Brian Turner was
also at the event held in
Birmingham and is often called on
to judge catering competitions for
the Services.

He said: "Joining the Royal
Marines or Royal Navy as a chef
not only offers some of the best
training in catering, it's also a

Sports lotto win
OM ROGER Smith won top prize
of £5,000 in the RN&RM Sports
Lottery while training at the
Submarine School at HMS
Raleigh.

Roger said: "I have always
thought the sports lottery to be a
worthwhile cause, as the funds
provide so much equipment which
people in the Service use regularly,
and there is always a chance of
winning.

"I was extremely happy to dis-
cover that I had won first prize -
just in time for the party season!"

wonderful way to see the rest of
the world. Whenever I've been a
judge at any of the Navy's catering
events, I'm consistently impressed
by the high standard of cooking."

Mike in true Royal Marine style
was utterly confident that his cook-
ery skills could take the heat
against the big boys.

"I'm used to cooking in all sorts
of conditions, though obviously
not up against such tough competi-
tion. I'm hoping that our stand at
the NEC will show that Royal
Marine cuisine is creative, tasty
and can compare favourably with
the best in the industry.

"Oh, and the chance of an excit-
ing and challenging career in the
Royal Marines isn't bad either!"

Over 3,000 catering students
packed the event and the Royal
Marine chef drew a crowd as he
performed his culinary marvels.

He did let slip during the show
one of his special tips for a top-
class curry. Apparently his secret
ingredient is the addition of a
'Bounty' chocolate bar to his spicy
speciality.

Mike Beaton took on intensive
training to become a Marine
Commando before joining the RM
Chef Display Team. As a result of
his training he has travelled the
world and set up field kitchens
wherever he has seen service.

Music from the Ceremonies

of Beating Retreat and
Tattoo

27 historic recordings, the best of the
Royal Marines. Included are Sunset,

Crimond, Jerusalem, Land of Hope and
Glory, Crown Imperial, Heart of Oak, A

Life on the Ocean Wave, By Land and
Sea, Rule Britannia, Emblazoned Drums,
Mechanised Infantry, Sombre el Meuse,
The Captain General, Viscount Nelson,

Nightfall in Camp and many more.
This CD brings together the majesty and

excellence of the Band of HM Royal
Marines School of Music under the baton

of their distinguished first Principal
Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel

Sir Vivian Dunn.

Compact Disc £12.00 (UK), £15.00 (overseas) inci p & p
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection

Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN
tel: 020 8673 6157; fax: 020 8772 9545; Email: eastneycol@aol.com

(most major cards accepted)
A donation from each recording sold will go to the Deal Memorial Bandstand Trust Registered Charity No. 1045095

• Sub Lt Abigail Stead with
Capt Gustavo Jordan, Chilean
Navy

Abigail
excels

at BRNC
THE Armada de Chile prize was
awarded to Sub Lt Abigail Stead
by Captain Gustavo Jordan, Head
of the Chilean Naval Mission in
London.

Capt Jordan attended the
Armada de Chile Divisions at
Britannia Royal Naval College as
guest of honour to present the
award.

This coveted accolade is given
to the young officer who has
proven himself or herself at every
level of training at the College and
made a significant contribution in
the professional, sporting and
social fields.

Abigail is in her third term as a
Flight Officer; both grandfathers
were in the Armed Forces, one
Army and one RAF but Abigail
decided to carve out her future in
the Senior Service.

• Sgf Mike Beaton and chef Brian Turner at the Good Food Show

Boat man is
top snipper

FINELY-CRAFTED coiffures are not the normal stock-in-trade
of your average submariner, but CPO David Perrin has been
given the title of Most Outstanding Hairdressing Student at the
Plymouth College of Further Education (PCFE).

Bright spark
at Thunderer

David is currently working as an
instructor at the RN Submarine
School at HMS Raleigh, but start-
ed his new vocation three years
ago when he was looking at his life
outside the Service.

Taking evening classes for the
first two years, he worked in a
salon called Incahoots for experi-
ence in his limited spare time. He
can also be credited with a number
of smart and stylish haircuts to be
found on the heads of Service and
civilian personnel at the Torpoint
establishment. The RN helped
fund his training with grants.

David said: "I am thrilled and
delighted to have won this award
and I now hope to leave the
Service at the end of my contract
and run my own salon in due
course."

Steve's new first
STEVE Pickford of the Learning
Centre at 1 Assault Group RM in
Poole has notched up another first
in his collection.

He is the first MOD employee
to complete the NVQ level 3 in
Advice and Guidance, and his ear-
lier achievements include the
accreditation of the Poole
Learning Centre and the introduc-
tion of the first NEBS
Management Course in RM Corps
Learning Centre.

THE NATIONAL Grid awarded
a top prize to Lt Marc Fulton
of Thunderer Squadron at
Southampton University for
outstanding performance in
Electrical and Electromechanical
Engineering.

Marc is the only Senior Upper
Yardman at Thunderer and has
won this award against tough com-
petition at one of Britain's best
engineering universities.

He first joined the Service as an
Artificer Apprentice and has
worked his way up through the
ranks until successfully going for
commission in 2000.

MIKE Noonan, chairman
of the Bulwark, Albion
and Centaur Association,
presents the book 'The
Silver Phantom' about
the WWII cruiser HMS
Aurora to Capt Hamish
Reid, Master of the P&O
liner Aurora during 'up
spirits' attended by over
30 ex-RN and RM pas-
sengers and three former
Navy staff on the cruise-
ship.
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Helping Hands
BBC's bonus from

Senior Service
MOTORBIKING. absei l ing ,
cycling, car-washing and coffee-
drinking are just some of the ways
that coins kept rolling in for the
HI5C's Children in Need appeal.

Out to top last year's £17.000
total, the Royal Navy Motorcycle
club set out from HMS Sultan to
make their way around the various
Naval and Marine establishments
in the country.

A group of aviation experts
from the Aircraft Integr i ty
Monitoring un i t , including CPOs
Pete Myatt and Paul Triggs, cycled
from Gosporl to St Athan to bag
over £1,000.

Batman and Snow White turned
up tor parade at HMS Su l t an
along with a bunch of pirate
chums, and the normal mi l i t a ry
marching tunes were replaced with
a medley of Village People hits.
This sponsored event contributed
part of Sultan's £3.300 total.

Down the road at I IMS
Collingwood, an Allo 'Allo coffee
morn ing matched up with car-
washing, gate collections and cake-
baking garnered over £2,000.

And across the water at
Portsmouth Naval Base. 34 senior
members of staff abseiled their
way to over £1,800.

Champagne Stopper
Silver Plated
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rubber collar sealing the bottle tight

£10.69 incp&p UK
£13.50incp&pO/S

Wine Stopper
Silver Plated
Natural cork wine stopper

..OH™*..; £10.79 inc p&p UK

£13.60incp&pO/S
To order write to: The Business Manager,
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH
Or to order online simply log on to www.navynews.co.uk
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HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (£10 for up to 10 words. Each extra
word i I to a maximum of 15 words).Send your cheque or PC payable to 'Navy News'
toi'Penfriends'. Navy News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3HH. Replies to your box
number will be forwarded on daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon
on page 4 ).

HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a stamped
envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the bottom left hand corner.
The letter should then be enclosed in a second envelope and addressed as above.
We cannot guarantee that unstamped letters will be redirected.

Please note... you must be over 18 to advertise in this column

Name:

Address:.

Age:

..Tel. No..

M'BORO LADY (42YRS)
Divorced, GSOH,
Independent, Needing TLC.
Seeks penpals/friendship
possible relationship in time.
Box Jan 1

ATTRACTIVE SINGLE
MUM. 36. Bubbly and
outgoing. Wishes to
write/meet genuine
Gentlemen wi th GSOH.
Box Jan 2

ATTRACTIVE LADY 36.
Genuine and nice. Seeks
tal l Serviceman/Officer.
Box Jan 3

FEMALE 39. Seeks Sailor
with GSOH to describe her
the world. Box Jan 4

VERY PRESENTABLE
LADY would like to
meet retired Naval Officer
for companionship. GSOH.
Box Jan 5

LADY 43 enjoys socialising.
Keeping fit , having a laugh,
writing letters. Also mum of
two. Box Jan 6

PERSONAL

LINK LINE is a British Registered
Charity committed to bringing people
together as pen friends. Get to know
a companion or partner, like yourself,

before you meet. Just exchange
letters until you feel comfortable with.

your new friend.
Details: SAE; Linkline (NN),
Box 7358, LONDON N1 5QF.

ADULT CONTACTS CONTACT
MAG for adults only, choose
yourself a new friend from over
900 photos. APPROVAL copy from.
MATCHMAKER (X. IO) , Chorley,
PR7-4BS.
Or ring OI257 - 480155 (24 hours)
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NOTICE
All advertisements submitted tor

entry into the Navy News
Pent'riend Column are subjected

lo copy approval. Navy News
reserves the right to make any

amendments which it considers
necessary or to edit copy which is
in excess of" me number of words

paid to".
Please mitt1: We can take no

responsibility for the nature or
source of the replies received.
You must be over 18 to

advertise in this column.

• Rachel Baxter, the sickbay receptionist at HMS Neptune, braves a bath full of baked beans for the
Clyde Naval Base's Children in Need efforts

Scottish antics
for bear relief

NO-ONE missed out on
HM Naval Base Clyde's
fundraising efforts - civil-
ian and military personnel
from the naval base,
RNAD Coulport and
Babcock Naval Services
joined forces to bag a big
cash bundle for the 2002
Children in Need Appeal.

HMS Neptune sickbay
receptionist Rachel Baxter
took a bath ful l of baked beans
for the sake of Pudscy's chari-
ty. It's not clear the benefits of
tomato sauce for the skin, but
her brave deed alone raised
over £ 1,500 for the good cause.

Talking of bravery, three
PO(MA)s in the sickbay volun-
teered to have their chests waxed
for donations. And two women
were sponsored to abseil with the
Royal Marines.

A sponsored silence was the

No Teddy
Bear's picnic
for MWS man
IN A PHENOMENAL f u n d -
raising effort for Children in
Need, Lt Mike 'Forrest' Oakes
took on the extraordinary task of
r u n n i n g the 170 miles from
Collingwood's Maritime Warfare
School to Raleigh in 4<S hours.

Despite an unplanned detour to
the New Forest and the temporary
misplacement of the support car,
the team from the Junior Warfare
Course I X with their true long-
distance runner Lt Oakcs cut the
time on the road down to just 24
hours and raised over £1.000.

Explaining how he achieved th is
m u l t i - m a r a t h o n feat. Lt Oakes
said: "All you have to do is focus
on one thing. Think of the th ing
that matters most to you in the
entire world.

"Keep thai thing in your mind,
focus upon it and let it sit on your
shoulder whispering encourage-
ment and no matter how hard the
challenge, no matter how much
the pain, that one thing wil l gel
you through. So where does the
power come from? From within."

more sedale option for another
two of the base's personnel. And
everyone lucked in to Pudscy bear
cookies baked by the galley Staff of
HMS Vengeance.

A team Irom the Clyde Naval
Base appeared live on Children in
Need at the BBC's Glasgow stu-
dios when they handed over their
Puusex mono1..

Pudsey puts Culdrose
through their paces

NOT to be outdone in the teamworking stakes, the Culdrose com-
munity pulled together to net £1,500 for the BBC's bear-faced
charity.

Thirteen of the fittest personnel volunteered to row 100 miles,
cycle 237 miles and bench press 185 tonnes (the weight of a
squadron of Merlins) in the space of just one day.

The punishing 24 hours were broken up when hungry Naval
families arrived to buy a special Pudsey hearty breakfast feast
while cheering on the weary challengers.

LA 'Ben' Gunn, Community Centre chairman said: "We are all
absolutely delighted with the generosity of the people who sup-
ported the event, we have done even better this year than last and
are always keen to support this worthwhile event."

• CDR Wayne Keble, the com-
manding officer of HMS
Richmond, was first in line to
be tested as a potential bone
marrow donor for the Anthony
Nolan Trust.

Eighty-four members of the
ship's company of the Type 23
frigate were tested in a single
day in response to a request
by the ship's Navigating Officer
whose sister is fighting a
daily battle against a life-
threatening form of leukaemia.

If you would like more
information on becoming a
donor and are between 18
and 40, then contact the
Anthony Nolan Trust on 020
7284 1234 or e-mail:
newdonor@anthonynolan.org.
uk.

• CHILDREN in the Rainbow
ward of Mount Vcrnon Hospital in
Northwood must have thought the
ehocolale fairy had paid a call.

These youngsters were the lucky
recipients of a chocolate galleon
made by POCA P. Ludgrove lor
the Joint Support Unit 's Trafalgar
Night Dinner at the Northwood
Headquarters.

• THE Fleet Information
Management Unit on
Portsdown Hill got into the
flow with the SSAFA Golden
Jubilee Big Brew Up.

They decided the way to go
was a Mad Hatters Tea Party.
PO(W) Mair Anderson-Day
along with Diana Holder, and
Sara Butter organised the
tea-party atmosphere.

Over 100 people took part,
many of them taking up
the theme of the day with their
silly hats. Officer in Charge
Lt Cdr Tony Knight judged the
winning entry to be on the
head of WWtr Gemma Davies.

• FOLLOWING on ,rom a sum-
mertime visit to present a cheque
for £1,500 to children's hospice
Demciza House in Kent. CPO
Mark Collins exchanged gifts with
volunteer worker Ivy Chapman.

In the summer Ivy asked Mark
if he collected ship crests, as her
mother had been given a crest
from HMS Royal Oak in honour
of Ivy's lather who had served on
board the warship but had died in
1920. With no chi ldren or close
relatives. Ivy asked if Mark would
like to have the crest.

Mark was delighted with the
offer and told of his own family
connection wi th the Royal Oak.
His great uncle Leonard Soul
survived Scapa Flow to be lost six
months later in his next ship.

An open day at the hospice later
in the year proved the ideal oppor-
tun i ty for an exchange of gifts.
Mark gave Ivy an HMS Illustrious
M i l l e n n i u m Commissioning book
which he had helped to compile
dur ing his time on board the
carrier.

In return, Mark accepted the
crest saying that it would be
treasured in his family for many
years to come.

• THE RNAS Culdrose Church
of Scotland vicar the Reverend
Stan Kennon drafted in friends
and colleagues with the lure of
tea and sticky buns for SSAFA
Forces Help.

The temptation of a fresh
brew and home-baked delights
brought in a total of £100,
which was then doubled with a
further £100 from the Culdrose
chaplaincy.
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Helping Hands

Ice ship melts
Brazilian hearts

ICE patrol ship HMS
Endurance was fulfilling
two of her main tasks with-
in hours of arriving in a
South American port.

The Red Plum, named for
her bright red hull, had cov-
ered 4,000 miles of her annual
deployment to the Southern
Hemisphere when she arrived
for a four-day operational
stand-off in Salvador, a former
capital of Brazil and a city of 3
million noted for its colour
and vibrancy.

On the same evening as she
arrived, Endurance hosted an offi-
cial reception for local and nation-
al dignitaries, civilian and military
- the Royal Navy enjoys close links
with many South American navies,
including the Brazilians, and such
defence diplomacy is seen as a
vital role of the Senior Service.

Another key task was the distri-
bution of hundreds of toys gath-
ered by a charity 'Task Force
Brazil' to orphans at a local home
named Irma Dulce.

In return, 30 children and
helpers visited the ship, where
they were given a tour and stayed
for lunch - a simple and inexpen-
sive act of kindness which means a
great deal to children who have
next to nothing.

Such community work is an
important element in any port
visit, and work parties of this
nature are invariably oversub-
scribed when the invitation is put
to a ship's company.

Endurance, a 6,500-ton ice-
breaker, is now on the second leg
of her long journey south, heading
for the Falklands - around 2,500
miles south of Salvador.

Here she fulfils another of her
tasks, as a visible presence in the
region, as well as supporting sci-
ence and survey work.

Up to and around Christmas
she is due to be concentrating on
the sub-Antarctic island of South
Georgia before she heads even
further south towards the
Antarctic peninsula.

While in the Falklands the ship
will undertake a spell of opera-
tional sea training, and there will
be an intensive two-day exercise
entitled Polar Haven.
I See also pages 13 and 15

• Lt Katie Nunnen, Flight Observer with 212 Flight 815 Naval Air
Squadron on board HMS Endurance, with children at the Irma
Dulce orphanage in Salvador Picture: LA(phot) p. wareing

Great Scots
dash for cash
FULL pelt round the upper
deck of HMS Edinburgh,
CPO Steve 'The Running
Man' Ripley raced
CPO Mike 'The Power'
Perfect in a pursuit
race to raise £350 for the
Erskine Hospital Trust
Convalescent Home.

Collingwood race
THE 2002 Collingwood race was
an opportunity for Cdr Kevin
Robertson of the Communications
Warfare Training Department to
gather in a cash total of £253 for
the Shaw Trust organisation in
Portsmouth. The Trust provides
support to people with mental
health problems in the local area.

The massed runners of the
Maritime Warfare School raised
£500 at the 10km race for Multiple
Sclerosis charities.

Knockout total!
A raffle at the Plymouth Area and
Naval Air Novice boxing champi-
onships raised £2,000 for National
Children's Homes. Picture: Shaun Barlow

to run
A team of staff from the
Phoenix firefighting
school at HMS Excellent,
Whale Island, ran the
Great South Run on
behalf of the charity CLIC
(Challenging Childhood
Cancer and Leukaemia).

The runners raised
£1,276 for the charity that
helps the families of
children living with these
difficult conditions.
• Cdr Bug Wrightson, PO
Bagsy Baker, Nick
Nicholson (CLIC), CPO
Nick Smith, PO Chris
'Bungy' Williamson, Cdr
Nick Hudson and fore-
ground Lee Weeks and
PO Jack Russell.

Bedtime stories
at HMS Raleigh

BEDS have proven big-time
sources of charity windfalls at
HMS Raleigh in Cornwall.

The Artificer Apprentices of
Fisgard Squadron have collected
over £2,500 in a sponsored bed
push around the grounds of the
establishment.

Each of the four divisions
pushed the bed for 90 minutes
each, covering a distance of more
than 24 miles. Even more impres-
sive when you hear the bed had to
be carried the last few laps as the
wheels had fallen off!

This money is going to the
squadron's adopted charity, the
Guide Dogs for the Blind
Association. The tradition of
raising money for the training of
a guide dog has been going on
for over 40 years at the Cornish
training base.

WO(MEA) Paul Simpson,
Fisgard s Charity Officer, said:
"The day was a great success with
all involved working extremely

hard. The trainees should be very
proud of themselves for raising
such a substantial amount for
charity."

Beds were also essential for the
Walker Division at Raleigh's raffle
draw. The winner OM Adam
Bowes enjoyed the top prize of
breakfast in bed, served by his
Divisional Officer Lt Simon Paget.

Adam also got to lounge about
indulging in an extra hour-and-a-
half lie in while the rest of his
messmates tidied up around him.

Trainee Chef James Rattenbury
won the opportunity for his boss
PO Richard Duffield to iron and
press his white shirts.

The raffle raised a total of £412
for the Friends of Laylands'
Respite Care Home in Liskeard.
The home cares for profoundly
disabled children with severe
learning difficulties.

Reservist
clambers

charity peak
A RESERVIST from HMS
Calliope Sub Lt Allison Moseley
has recently returned from
Tanzania where she took part in a
seven-day trek up Mount
Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in
Africa.

She insists that at the summit
she took time out from admiring
the view to catch up with the latest
edition of the Navy News.

Allison was sponsored in her
adventure and raised £960 for the
British Heart Foundation, Marie
Curie Cancer Care and the Bubble
Appeal.

You could save
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aged 35 next birthday and in normal health. Figures correct
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Arbitration
decision
gives RN
a breather
AS NAVY News went to press,
the national firefighters'
strikes planned for the festive
season had been called off as
the Fire Brigades Union and
employers took their cases to
the arbitration service ACAS.

Around 19,000 military fire-
fighters - including more than
2,000 from the Royal Navy -
were not now expected to be
called on until the New Year at
the earliest, depending on the
outcome of the talks.

The next two strikes, of 48
hours each, have been provi-
sionally planned for January 28
and February 1 - and the mili-
tary crews and their Green
Goddesses remain on standby
in case they are needed.

The dispute between fire-
fighters and employers started
with a 40 per cent pay claim by
the Fire Brigades Union.

Union officials were awaiting
the official publication of the
Bain Review as Navy News
went to press, linking a pay
increase of 11 per cent over
two years to changes in work-
ing practices.

www. navynews.co. uk

• Royal Navy firefighters tackle a blaze in an outbuilding in Southsea during the most recent nation-
al strike by Fire Brigades Union members picture. MrPHO7) sean ciee

Firefighters
'coped well'

• Salty Bear, the mascot of HMS Newcastle provided by the pupils of Marine Park School, Whitley
Bay, lends a hand to his shipmates Lt Urwin, OM Cox and LMEM Truscott in Worthing

&*.
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• NA 'Doc' Banner tackles
a fire at a textiles factory
in the East Midlands. Doc
and the rest of the 'BART-
men' - the nickname
given by local children to
Breathing Apparatus
Rescue Teams - had a
busy shift, starting with a
road accident where a
mother and daughter had
to be cut free, followed by
the rescue of a man from
a 30ft shaft, a fire at a
manor house and finally
the blaze at the factory,
where access for the
Green Goddesses was
hampered by parked vans

MILITARY personnel
have coped well with the
task of covering for strik-
ing firefighters, accord-

ing to a
Government
assessment.

The COBR
( C a b i n e t
Office Briefing
Room) report
into emer-
gency cover
for the eight-
day strike from
November 22
to 30 said Joint
O p e r a t i o n a l
C o n t r o l
C e n t r e s
(JOCCs) field-
ed 30,278
e m e r g e n c y
calls in the
period, of
which five per
cent were
i m m e d i a t e l y
filtered out as
being non-
emergency.

Multiple calls
for the same incident meant
that there were actually 20,237
incidents, and in 40 per cent of
those the police arrived in
advance and turned the mili-
tary teams back as they were
not required.

Military teams attended 10,793
incidents, and fire brigade mem-
bers attended a further 1,367.

Some 25 per cent were found to
be false alarms, and of the remain-
der, 83 per cent were non-life
threatening - the COBR report
recognises that military firefighters
far exceeded their original remit,
which was to concentrate on the
protection of life.

There were 12 fire-related
deaths during the period, which is
average for that time of the year,
but the total number of calls was
well down on an average
November period - around 45,000
calls would normally be expected.

Three-quarters of the
incidents reported to
JOCCs were between mid-
day and midnight, and the
Ministry of Defence has
indicated that it may change
the rotas to reflect this
workload - the military
operate a two-shift system
with around 6,250 firefight-
ers available for each 12-
hour period.

In all, around 19,000 military
personnel have been involved in
Operation Fresco, using 827 veter-
an Green Goddess fire engines,
supported by 331 specialist
Breathing Apparatus Rescue
Teams (BARTs) and 59 Rescue
Equipment Support Teams
(RESTs).

Although Green Goddess avail-
abili ty was high, at 99 per cent, the
report recognised that these vehi-
cles arc "not ideal assets", and

there was an increasing use made
of red fire engines "Red
Goddesses", with limited equip-
ment on board) as military teams
were trained to use them - from 27
at the start of the eight-day strike
to 834 by the end.

The Fire Brigades Union, which
has agreed to take the dispute over
pay and modernisation issues to
the arbitration service ACAS,
agreed before the strike that any
so-called "gold command inci-
dents", major incidents such as ter-
rorist attacks or a train crash,
would be attended by firefighters
whether on strike or not.

And although there were a num-
ber of significant fires which were
tackled by military teams, there
were no gold command incidents.

The report also notes that dis-
ruption to normal life was minimal.
Fears that infrastructure could be
badly affected proved unfounded -
for example, the Underground sys-
tem in London ran 97 per cent of
scheduled services, and just 22
deep-level stations were shut
because of their access routes.

The full report can be found at
the Number 10 website at
www.number-10.gov.uk

.

• Green Goddess crews from Type 42 destroyer HMS Exeter,
based at HMS Collingwood, added an unusual twist to the stan-
dard aircraft, aircrew and equipment picture when they lined up
with their Green Goddesses at the Fareham training base.
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Brazil scores
with visitors
IN A break from operational duties around the Falkland Islands, HMS Leeds Castle paid

Sheffield memorial
parade preserved
on videotape
HMS SHEFFIELD Association have produced a video of their
Annual Parade and Memorial Service, in memory of the sinking
of the destroyer during the Falklands War.

The Service at Sheffield Cathedral was attended by veterans from
far and wide, who paraded through the city, led hy mounted police in
fu l l ceremonial uniform, complete with lance.

The salute was taken hy the Earl of Scarborough, Lord Lieutenant
of South Yorkshire, accompanied by the Lord Mayor of Sheffield, the
Master Cutler, the Mayor of Barnslcy and the Chief Constable of
South Yorkshire.

The video, produced by the University of Sheffield Media
Department, runs for around 40 minutes. It may be obtained for £6 inc
pp from Alick Boswell, Woodford Cottage, 18 Western Drive,
Claybrook Parva, Luttcrworth LEI7 SAG.

a five-day visit to Rio Grande
The ship was met by a warm

welcome from the Brazilian
Navy, being berthed in a
prominent position astern of
the sail training ship Cisne
Branco.

During the second day she was
open to visitors for four hours and
received over 400 guests, despite
heavy rain and thunder.

In a re-run of the World Cup
quarter final, the ship's company
enjoyed a football match organised
against the Brazilian Navy ship

Do Sul in southern Brazil.
Babitonga (formerly HMS Arun).

The game kicked off in searing
heat with the Brazilians showing
off their legendary skills and flair.
By the end of the first half Leeds
Castle were losing 4-0.

The second half was more even-
ly balanced with goals from S/Lt
Jeff Johnston and OM(C) Woody
Woodhouse - but the Brazilians
snatched a late goal to seal a flat-
tering 7-2 win. During the fifth and
final day the Commanding Officer
Lt Cdr John Garratt and 12 of the
ship's company paid their respects

to Admiral Tamandarc, patron of
the Brazilian Navy, placing a floral
tribute on his grave before a lunch
hosted by Vice Admiral Pimentel
at the HQ of the Brazilian 5th
Naval District.

On leaving Brazil, the ship made
a fast passage back to Port Stanley
- into some heavy weather - to
pick up HE the Governor Donald
Lamont and convey him to Mare
Harbour as part of his final depar-
ture programme from the
Falklands.

9 RESPECT: Lt Cdr John
Garratt salutes the grave of
Admiral Tamandare

Revenge
returns
MICK Harding's magnifi-
cent 8ft Gin working model
of the battleship HMS
Revenge, first built at RN air
station Cu Id rose in 1974,
has been restored by him
over the past 17 years to
her 1939 state and is seen
here before relaunch at
Coronation Park, Helston.

Mick, who retires from
750 Sqn this year, hopes to
exhibit the model at Bude
this Easter
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Make your party go with a bang
OUR favourite Christmas card came from RN bomb disposal team
Southern Diving Unit 2, featuring their new six-wheel-drive all-terrain
vehicle.

Where once a Landrover and transit van were used to carry the five
members of Portsmouth-based SDU2 and all their gear and inflatable
dinghy, now the distinctive Pinzgauer can accommodate the whole lot in
one vehicle specially kitted out for the use of Navy divers.

Said Lt Cdr David Welch: "We've got some good capacity now, a pur-
pose-built vehicle that can stow everything correctly."

SDU2 are the first of the RN diving units to receive the new off-roader,
with nine ordered in total.

And as they say in their card, they're "equally at home in a Green or
White goddess".

• Our thanks to our many readers who also sent Christmas cards to
Navy News
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Bugler (99)
at concert

SINGLED out for special mention
at the Royal Marines School of
Music Christmas concert at St
Mary's Church, Portsmouth was a
member of the audience who had
served in both world wars..

Major Peter Best noted that
Steven Butcher (99) had joined
the Royal Marines as a Boy
Bugler.

At the end of 1915 the RM
Band Service reached almost 1,500
all ranks, of which 93 were Band
Boys.

George Moody, who joined in
1912 at age 15, served in Admiral
Jcllicoe's flagship at Jutland and
left one of the most interesting
accounts of the battle. Each of the
three RN battleships sunk carried
a Royal Marines Band.

Freedom lor those
who keep us free'
TYPE 23 frigate HMS Richmond has paid a high-profile visit to London after completing a stint of basic oper-
ational sea training.

She navigated through the
Thames Barrier before moor-
ing in the Pool of London
alongside the World War II
cruiser HMS Belfast.

One of the highlights of the
visit was the granting of the
Freedom of Entry to the Borough
of Richmond-upon-Thames to the
ship's company in a colourful cer-
emony outside York House, the
borough's civic offices in
Twickenham.

More than 150 guests attend-
ed, including councillors, local
MP Vincent Cable, residents of
the Royal Star and Garter Home
and representatives from Kncllcr
Hall.

After inspecting the ship's com-
pany, the Royal Marines Band,
Royal Naval Association Standard
Bearers and local Sea Cadets, the
Mayor Cllr Douglas Orchard pre-
sented the Freedom scroll to
Richmond's Commanding Off-
icer, Cdr Wayne Keble.

Formal permission was then
requested for the ship's company
to exercise their rights to march
through the streets of
Twickenham with bayonets fixed
and swords drawn."

Led by the Royal Marines
Band, they were joined in the
march by representatives of the
Royal Naval Association.

Said Cdr Keble: "It was an
enormous privilege for HMS
Richmond to be granted the
Freedom of the Borough and for
us to take part in the ceremony -
and wonderful to see the public
welcoming us with applause en
route.

"It is very rare that we get the
opportunity to put on our full
regalia and the ship's company
thoroughly enjoyed doing this."

Council Leader Cllr Tony
Arbour said: "I was proud to offi-
cially welcome and honour the
crew of HMS Richmond. This
civic and Naval ceremony demon-
strated Richmond's pride in our
borough and 'our' ship.

"It was wonderful to be
able to celebrate pur free-
doms by granting the
Freedom of the Borough to
those who keep us free."
The ship held a Ship Open to

Visitors session in conjunction
with the Directorate of Naval
Recruiting and many organised
school tours - and a children's
party - were also welcomed on
board throughout the four-day
visit.

As Nav\ News went to press the
ship was alongside in Portsmouth
for Christmas and the New Year
before a maintenance package in
preparation for deployment early
in 2003.
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• FREEDOM VISIT: HMS Richmond passes the Thames Flood Barrier on her way into London

Bordeaux last stop
for Southampton
DECEMBER 11-14 proved
bittersweet days for the ship's
company of Type 42 destroyer
HMS Southampton.

On her way home from a three-
and-a-half month stint escorting
the carrier HMS Ark Royal on the
Argonaut deployment, the
Portsmouth-based warship stop-
ped off in Bordeaux to take part in
the ceremonies for the celebrated
action by the Royal Marines
'Cockleshell Heroes'.

This was to have been attended
by the last surviving member of the
team Bill Sparks, who sadly died a
few days earlier, and the loss of the
chance to meet this legendary fig-
ure was keenly felt by the ship's
company.

A Meridian TV programme in
The Last Of . . .' series was also
shown a few days after Bill's death
(see also page 25).

HMS Southampton had just fin-
ished a round of visits around the
Black Sea where the Ukraine,
Romania and Bulgaria all warmly
welcomed their RN visitors before

they moved on from Istanbul to
Izmir to take part in the Turkish
exercise Dogdu Akdenez with a
multi-national task force.

Southampton has been one of
the busiest warships of the RN
over the past 18 months. She sailed
in August last year for exercise Saif

Sareea II but was overtaken with
world events post-September 11.

Then within a few months back
alongside at Portsmouth she made
visits around the country as part of
a major RN careers drive before
embarking on the Argonaut
deployment in August 2002.

FA A in action
TWO major new exhibitions were opened at the Fleet Air Arm
Museum by its patron, former Navy pilot the Duke of York.

The first concentrates on aircraft carriers and is a develop-
ment of the original Carrier exhibition, which opened to great
acclaim in 1994.

Developments in audio-visual technology have now added
spectacular action scenes to the flight deck section - these,
like the original attraction funded by Sir Donald Gosling.

The second exhibition, Projecting Power, covers the dozens
of operations across the world in which RN personnel have
participated since World War II.

Details of opening times on the museum website at
www.fleetairarm.com

'Undervalued'
artificers to
get new WO2
rate in 2004
A NEW Warrant Officer II (WO2) rate for artificers is to be
introduced in 2004.

In a personal letter to them all,
Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir
Peter Spencer - who leaves the
Navy this month - recognised that
since the introduction of the
Charge Chief Petty Officer
(CCPO) rate over 20 years ago,
this non-substantive rate had had
"poor standing" amongst the artifi-
cer corps.

"CCPOs have considered that
the rate fails to recognise or
reward them for the extra respon-
sibilities, training and qualification
involved, or the need to achieve
success in a formal selection proce-
dure," he wrote.

"As a non-substantive rate, they
have no military authority over the
CPO and their extra basic pay is
not reflected in their pension; they
remain pensioned as a chief petty
officer.

"These perceptions have been
compounded by Pay 2000 which
involved capping the CPO
Artificer at Pay Level 7, in order to
sustain a pay differential between
CPO and CCPO rates and to
incenlivise CPO Artificers to qual-
ify and seek selection for CCPO.

"Meanwhile, non-techni-
cal CPOs have access to
Pay Levels 8 and 9. This has
been a hugely emotive issue
that has done much in the
minds of the Artificer Corps
to contribute to a general
feeling that they are under-
valued.
"The Navy Board fully recognis-

es the value of the Artificer Corps
and has therefore taken the deci-
sion to introduce a new rate of
Warrant Officer II in place of the
CCPO rate from April 1, 2004.
which will allow sufficient time to

make the necessary detailed
changes.

"This will apply to artificers
only, specifically AEAs,
Communications Technicians,
Medical Technicians, MEAs and
WEAs.

"With the rate comes the status
of a Warrant Officer and a higher
pension which reflects the substan-
tive nature of the rate. However, it
has not yet been possible to resolve
the pay cap issue, simply because
this would require agreement
across the Services which would
have significantly delayed any deci-
sion."

The possibility of introducing a
WO2 into the Royal Navy has been
considered, on and off, for a num-
ber of years. More recently, the
introduction of this rate was con-
sidered, and dismissed, by the Bett
Report (the Independent Review
of the Armed Forces Manpower,
Career and Remuneration
Structures of March, 1995).

However, the Army and the
Royal Marines continue to retain
the WO2 and find it a compelling
contribution to their operational
effectiveness between their CPO
and WO1 equivalents. In seeking
to address the anomalies of the
CCPO rate, a detailed study has
already considered a proposal to
abolish the rate by recategorising
the billets at either the WO or
CPO level.

But this was dismissed as being
impractical on structural grounds
and because it would introduce
unacceptable levels of risk associ-
ated with the retention and devel-
opment of ratings within the
Artificer Corps.

WO2s will be addressed as
'Sir/Ma'am' by subordinates and as
'Mr/Mrs/Miss' by superiors.
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Ark men
of the
sixties
sought

THE BRITISH Mi l i t a ry
Powerboat Trust (BMPT) is look-
ing for those men who cared for
HMS Ark Royal's Captain's boat
back in 1966-67.

The Trust has won a I Icritagc
Lottery Fund grant to restore the
25ft boat back to her high-point in
the mid-1960s.

Fast Motor Boat No. 43957
started life in 1943 and was initial-
ly used by HMS Diadem as the
ship-to-shorc officers' motorboat.
After a period out of service in
Chatham, the little boat was
whisked up north to the commis-
sioning of the fourth HMS Ark
Royal in the 1950s.

There the 25ft boat was made
bright in colours of red and white,
and ornately decorated and
embellished by silver serpents.

And it is to this incarnation that
Rodger Cruttcndcn-Woodhams,
leader of the voluntary restoration
team, plans to return the little
boat. And to make sure he gets it
right, he is looking for the Leading
Seaman plus his two-man crew of
Able or Ordinary Seaman and 1st
or 2nd Mechanical Engineer -
because these are the men who
can answer all his questions.

The British Military Powerboat
Trust sets out to restore and pre-
serve significant examples of his-
toric military craft which can then
be exhibited ashore and on the
water.

If anyone can help with infor-
mation about Ark Royal's
Captain's boat and her crew's
whereabouts, contact Rodger
Cruttenden-Woodhams on 01425
629851.

The British Military Powerboat
Trust is based in Marchwood near
Southampton, call 023 8042 8443.

Pat on the
back from NAD
THE MINISTRY of Defence has
welcomed the note of encourage-
ment sounded in the National
Audit Office's Major Projects
Report (MPR) 2002.

The annual report assesses the
performance of some of the
MOD's largest defence equipment
procurement programmes.

The report highlights include
that the MOD has succeeded in
reducing the overall cost of its 20
biggest projects for the third suc-
cessive year; and the extent of the
delay has been reduced.

Across the 19 projects with
approved in-service dates, the
average delay is now nine months
compared to 27 months in MPR
2001.

Horsea death
A ROYAL Navy officer has died in
an accident at the Defence Diving
School complex at Horsea Island,
in Portsmouth Harbour.

Lt Paul McAulay (27), who was
married, died on the evening of
Thursday November 28.

An investigation into his death
is under way.
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Victory in
dark corner
CpNSTABLE sketches of HMS
Victory have been found by
Sotheby's in Glasgow. The draw-
ings by artist John Constable were
hanging on the wall in a dark cor-
ner of a family sitting room.

The owners claim Constable in
their family tree but did not realise
the drawings' potential £55,000
price tag. The auction will take
place at Sotheby's in March.

Cattistock bump
HMS Cattistock was slightly dam-
aged after hit t ing a jetty in
Portsmouth Naval Base. FSL is
carrying out repairs with replace-
ment composite panels and the
MCMV is anticipated to be out of
dry dock in January.

Thanksgiving day
DEVONPORT Naval Base
opened its gates in early
December to welcome guests as

• The ceremony at the Turkish naval base in Aksaz to hand over command of the Standing Naval Force Mediterranean from the British part of Plymouth's American
fo the Dutch Navy Thanksgiving Festival.

Mediterranean
Force handed
over to Dutch
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THE STANDING Naval
Force Mediterranean
(STANAVFORMED) has
seen a change of command
from the British hands of
Cdre Angus Somerville to
Cdre Philip Wirth of the
Royal Netherlands Navy.

During Cdre Somerville's
time in command, STANAV-
FORMED has conducted
Operation Active Endeavour,
NATO's maritime operation in
the eastern Mediterranean as

Medical review
THE MOD has announced a set
of measures to improve manning
and retention in the Defence
Medical Services following an
extensive review.

The review decided the three
issues to address were overstretch,
pay and pensions, and quality of
life. It recommended a series of
measures covering remuneration
and non-financial issues, including
gratuities of up to £50,000 for
recruits to specialities in short sup-
ply, interim improved pension
arrangements pending a final
salary scheme in 2005/n and new
pay arrangements.

part of the international cam-
paign against terrorism.

The force has also been
involved with intensive sea train-
ing, including taking part in
NATO exercises Dogfish, Co-
operative Partner and Dynamic
Mix.

At the handover ceremony
which took place at the Turkish
Naval Base at Aksaz, Cdre
Somerville said: "In the past 12
months the Force has adapted
itself to the new strategic environ-
ment."

He highlighted: "During 225
days of patrolling, more than 35
ships with two submarines, have
hailed over 8,000 merchant vessels
and monitored others in co-ordi-
nation with US and other national
surface and air assets.

"Our role has been to
provide presence and sur-
veillance in the eastern
Mediterranean in a war
unlike any we have experi-
enced before."

In his closing comments Cdre
Somerville praised all those
involved with the Force: "NATO is
changing and faces many chal-
lenges along the way, but with peo-
ple such as you at its heart, NATO
can retain the strength that has
characterised its last 50 years and

so, in the future, be a force of
security, stability and peace."

STANAVFORMED was
activated on April 30, 1992, when
eight Allied naval units started
flying the flag in Naples, Italy. It
provides a continuous maritime
presence in the Mediterranean.

Glasgow start
for centenary

THIS year 2003 will be the cente-
nary of the forming of the RN
Volunteer Reserve (RNVR) and
its modern equivalent the RN
Reserve (RNR). To mark the
occasion there will be a number of
events around the UK.

It is fitting that the first of these
takes place in Glasgow as it is from
there that the first Reservists
paraded in 1903.

A service of commemoration
will be held in Glasgow Cathedral
on March 8, 2003, followed by a
march.

Contact Cdr J.M. Chalmers
RNR on 01475 724481 ext 4342.
• THE MOD has announced that
in its contingency planning
Reservists have not been called
out for possible operations against
Iraq and there are no immediate
plans to do so.

End of an era

ROYAL NAVAL

METEOROLOGICAL
& OCEANOGRAPHIC

SCHOOL

AFTER more than 40 years
in the same building at
RNAS Culdrose, the Royal
Naval Hydrographic,
Meteorological and
Oceanographic School,
known as the Met School,
is leaving its west Cornwall
base to move together
with its sister school in
Devonport Naval Base.

The merged sections will
become the Maritime
Warfare School, Hydro-
graphic, Meteorological and
Oceanographic Training
Group.

Events are planned to
mark the end of meteorolo-
gy training at Culdrose
including a ceremonial met-
balloon release and closing
ceremony on February 26,
followed by an informal
social function. The hope is
to bring together serving
and former Met School staff.

For full details telephone
01326 557284.

SERENADED by a carol-singing seal, HMS Endurance
has sent back a Christmas message of goodwill to all
readers of Navy News.

WAEM Karen Wilson of 212
Flight and LPT Yorkie Tate
are pictured with their one-
seal chorus at Grytviken in
South Georgia.

The ice ship is busy
carrying out hydrographic
tasks and supporting the
British Antarctic Survey
during her first work period
around the Antarctic island.

Christmas day will be
spent at Grytviken with a
church service in the chapel
on the island.

Endurance is participating
in an educational project
through a website which
tracks her progress and uses
her route and activities
as the basis for a wider
understanding of conserva-
tion and the natural world.

Through an independent
website www.visitandlearn.
co.uk the project introduces
topics which will relate to
subjects covered in Key
Stages 2 and 3.

It has the backing of the
Navy, the British Antarctic
Survey, the Falklands Tourist
Board and the Natural
History Museum in London

and its Australian cousin the
Natural History Museum of
Victoria.

Three schools in
Portsmouth, Milton Cross, St
Luke's and Portsmouth
Grammar School, have
offered curriculum advice,
and will suggest revisions
over the course of the first
year of the project.

Members of the ship's
company will contribute
explanations of activities
they undertake during the
deployment.

They will also describe
their role on the Navy's ice-
breaker, making the project
valuable in spreading aware-
ness of the Royal Navy and
careers in the Service.

The project has three main
educational aims.

First to broaden people's
understanding of the natural
world. Then to enrich
people's awareness of the
processes of scientific natur-
al history. Finally the work
should increase knowledge
of the work of museums, the
Royal Navy and the British
Antarctic Survey.
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THE UNION FLAG

The National flag of the
United Kingdom is worn
as a Jack in the bows of
all HM ships in
commission when in
harbour or at sea when
dressed with masthead
flags. This is the position
from which the name
Union Jack is derived
although it is generally
known by this name
through common usage.
It is also flown during
Courts Martial and is the
Distinguishing Flag of an
Admiral of the Fleet

NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY
OF RN FLEET PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT
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HMS GLASGOW
One of the Royal Navy's Type 42 air defence
destroyers, on patrol in the South China Sea

This splendid shot of HMS Glasgow ploughing through the
South China Seas is just one example of the twelve superb
photographs included in this years calendar.

Each photograph measures approximately 30cm x 30cm and
makes an impressive gift when framed.

Other ships featured are:-
HMS Cornwall, HMS Iron Duke, HMS Invincible, HMS Trumpeter,
RFA Orangeleaf, HMS Fearless, HMS Endurance, HMS Vanguard.
Also, FA2 Sea Harrier, Merlin helicopter
and the Royal Marines in action.

2003
CALENDAR
The theme for the 2003 calendar is - Colours of the
Fleet. Twelve different flags are depicted, together

with potted history.

Tastefully designed, and finished with high grade
gloss cover and matt coated inner pages this year's

new format is practical, informative and modern.

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040
Or write to - The Business Manager, Navy News,

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 3HH

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International
Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank.

Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4.
Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 7 days for delivery

Buy Online Buy Online Buy Online

e-mail: enquiries@navynews.co.uk
www.navynews.co.uk

£6.50. £7.99
SEND TO A FRIEND
Dads, Grandads, Uncles

or Ex-Pats.

Send their name, address
and a brief message and (
we will post directly to (
them on your behalf.

• WO Allister Woodward, Executive Warrant Officer in HMS Chatham Picture: Drake Photographic

'I'm the sea
daddy of all
sea daddies'
THE START of the year 2003 sees an increasing number of Naval ratings come
under the reach of the Executive Warrant Officer, the new shipboard personnel
manager under the Topmast system.

"Basically I sec myself as
HMS Chatham's Human
Resources manager," said
Executive Warrant Officer WO
Allistcr Woodward, "dealing
with all the Topmast issues, of
course, hut also problems with
drafting, welfare, medical and
getting people on and off
courses."

He admitted that his role had
some of the ship's company haffled
when he arrived on hoard on
Septemher 19: "The people at first
looked at me as if I had two heads
or they couldn't understand what a
warrant officer was doing on
hoard. They weren't quite sure
how to respond to me at first.

"In fact I th ink a couple of the
younger lads looked at the hadgcs
on my arm and wondered if I was
the NAAFI manager."

The first task he had on joining
the ship was getting people to
understand what Topmast
squadding meant. As Executive
Warrant Officer he works closely
with the department co-ordinators
to make sure the halancc of ratings
on board is right to keep the ship
running.

As warfare ratings are the only
ones affected al this point, this
means close collaboration wi th
their co-ordinator, the Chief
Operations Missileman
(ChOpsM).

"I put it on board as like
the old football team. The
co-ordinators are the
coaches, and they run their
team. Now they've got x
amount of players that play
for their team but they can
only put 11 on the field at
any one time.

"I sit back there in the grand-
stand as a manager, and make sure
that the co-ordinators aren't taking
the michacl out of some players by
playing them every time, getting
them really tired, and other players
are sat on the sidelines for months
on end not getting the chance to
play."

When WO Woodward first
arrived on board the Devonport
frigate, the ship went straight into
a period of deployment opera-
tional sea training (DOST). It
meant he didn't have time to sit
down with ratings to go through his
Topmast role.

But it did give him a chance to
show his operational duties. "In my
job I do roving patrol, the same as
the Executive Officer. I was out on

the ground passing in format ion
back and forth to HQl, but also
going round making sure morale
was kept high. Normally I carry a
bag of sweets with me and throw
the odd sweet at them and make
sure they are still smiling."

Since then the new Chatham
EWO has been walking his patch,
making himself visible and going
down to the messes. He has sat
there listening to the lads and lass-
es, answering all the questions that
arc fired at him about what this
new squad system means.

But alter six weeks the message
is starting to get out there and WO
Woodward is f inding an increasing
number of feet treading the path to
his door looking for his help.

"The first guy I sat down
with I asked 'What is
Topmast?' and he looked at
me as if I'd grown the other
head. This morning I had a
guy in who explained to me
fully what Topmast was
about. So the message is
getting about without me,
they're telling each other
now.

"People are coming up to me
now and saying: 'This is what I
would like to do. sir.' We then go
through it and say: 'Right, this is
what the ship requires, this is what
the department needs and this is
what you want. So let's see if we
can put them all together.'"

This approach of balancing all
three of these areas is already
starting to pay dividends for the
men and women of I IMS Chatham.

"One instance is this young girl,
it's her sister's graduation from
university. Now she said 'I'd like to
attend it because the whole family
are going.' And I've said 'Well, let
me put it in the plan, let's sec what
we can do.' We've sat down with
her and the co-ordinator and said
'Yeah, we can figure that one out,
we can get you home for that'."

For another lad in the Type 22
frigate his wedding in 2004 is
already marked down on the plan-
ning tool to allow for leave two
weeks before and two weeks after.

The system is working currently
on six-month block planning over
the course of the rating's four-year
draft but in time this forward look
will extend. WO Woodward sits

down with each of his ratings and
spends 30 minutes talking to them
about their careers, their future
plans and what is important to
them right now.

The Navy has firmly
sharpened its focus on to
the individual and the EWO
is on hand to listen and
respond to the sailor's
needs.

To date only warfare junior rates
are wi th in the Topmast scheme but
marine engineering and supply and
secretariat ratings come on line in
April.

"I'm looking forward to it now. I
can sec there's lots of people out
there that can he helped," said WO
Woodward.

Ships are manned with a 133 per
cent squad, with the extra third of
the ship's company providing flexi-
bil i ty to move people from shore to
sea and back again according to
the requirements of both Navy and
individual.

"I think the most valuable skill
for any EWO is to be approachable
because at the end of the day if
you're not approachable in this job
then people won't talk to you.

"It is one of those things that
people need to be willing to come
and talk to you. I t h ink that the
skil l that the Navy has given me
over the past 28 years is the under-
standing of people and the diverse
backgrounds they come from."

The EWO's small team consists
of a Regulating Petty Officer, who
is also the Assistant EWO, a
Leading Regulator and a Leading
Physical Trainer. The EWO heads
up this small group known as the
Executive Sub Department.

It's clear that WO Woodward is
relishing the challenges that his
new role is bringing and gets a bu//
from making a difference to the
lives of those on board.

The Commanding Officer of
HMS Chatham, Capt The Hon
Michacl Cochrane has made his
EWO's status clear and distinct. "I
think of myself as everybody's big
brother. I don't belong to any
branch on hoard so I've got no part
to play in any of their day-to-day
running. It makes life easier."

He ended: "I'm the sea daddy of
all sea daddies. That's what it boils
down to."

TouMas
v. new approach, better deal
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At Your Service
Reunions

February
HMS Penelope Association: Open to all
who served in the cruiser 1936-44 or frigate
1963-92, or relatives, hold a reunion in
Blackpool, from February 14-16. For details
of the reunion and membership contact Mike
Bee (Secretary) HMS Penelope Association,
1 Oddfellows St, Mirfield WF14 9AB, email
mike.bee@ntlwor1d.com, or see website at:
homepage.ntlworld.com/mike.bee/index.htm

March
HMS Caledonia 'through the HO's

reunion' at the Holiday Inn, Birmingham, on
March 1. Details from Duncan Gow on 01436
674321 extn 4283 or Ian Brownley on 023
9254 2452.

Royal Naval Artificer Apprentices
Centenary Celebration, March 14-16.
Nostalgic visits to Portsmouth establish-
ments ending with a banquet in the Guildhall,
Portsmouth, on March 15. Enquiries to
Chairman, Fisgard Association, on 023 9259
3867 or see www.fisgardassociation.org
Admission to the banquet is by ticket only.

HMS Wizard & HMS Cadiz Association
reunion March 28-31 at Llandudno. Growing
membership. All commissions, ranks and
rates welcome. Details from Tom Fox,
Maroheto, Church Lane, Meriden Coventry
CV7 7HX. tel: 01676 523296.

April
HMS Cossack Association (L03 and

D57) 1938-1959 reunion at Eastbourne in
April. To join the Association and for more
about the reunion contact George Toomey
on 01754 872116 or visit the website at
www.hmscossack.freeserve.co.uk

HMS Swiftsure Association, cruiser
and submarine, buffet lunch reunion on
April 5 at the Sea Cadet TS Swiftsure,
Aldershot. Details from David George,
'Mullion' Shipton Green, Itchenor,
Chichester PO20 7BZ, tel 01243 512998.

Bounty Boys reunion from April 25-27 at
Bradley Court Hotel, Filey Rd, Scarborough.
Contact Fred Panton on 020 7228 2379.

May
HMS Adamant Association reunion in

May in Skegness. For information contact A
E Walker on 01977 700838.

HMS Cleopatra Old Shipmates
Association AGM and reunion at Cairn
Hotel, Harrogate, in May. Details from CPO
Warwick Franklin at the Armed Forces
Careers Office, Mount Wise, Plymouth on
01752 501787 (w) or 01752 366611 (h), or
email wmfr3nklin@btopenwor1d.com

HMS Constance 1945-51 Association
reunion at the Bull Hotel, Peterborough, from
May 9-11. All who served in the ship
between 1945-51 are welcome. Details Irom
Ernie Balderson, 43 Old Place, Sleaford,
Lines NG34 7HR, tel: 01529 413410.

Loch Class Frigates Association seek
shipmates from any of the frigates. Meet
your 'old ships'. Reunion takes place at
Ramada Jarvis Hotel, Solihull. from May 9-
11. Write for details of membership and
reunion to Judith Bardsley, 6 East Parade,
Barnoldswick, Lanes BB18 6DQ, tel: 01282
812529 or email: JudithBardsley9aol.com

HMS Cassandra Association reunion at
the Stretton Hotel, Blackpool, from May 16-
18. New members are most welcome.
Contact Bob Shead on 0114 230 7007 or Joe
Ince on 023 9237 5945.

'V & W Destroyer Association reunion
at the Britannia Hotel, Coventry from May
16-19. Enquiries to C .Fairweather, Stable
Cottage, Colchester Rd. West Bergholt,
Colchester CO6 3JQ, tel: 01206 240614.

HMS Opossum reunion at the Trecarn
Hotel, Babbacombe, Devon from May 16-19.
All serving members of Opossum's six com-
missions are welcome. Details from Eddie
Summerfold, 28 Greymont Rd, Limefield,
Bury BL9 6PN, tel: 0161 764 8778.

HMS Ruler/885 Sqdn FAA reunion at the
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool, from May 16-19.
Details from John Robson on 028 9079 6538
or Ted Restall on 0117 932 7074.

LST & Landing Craft Association
reunion, Sand Bay Holiday Village, Weston-
super-Mare, May 19-23, with Remembrance
service at Bristol Cathedral on 21 st. Details:
Mike Cresswell, 01757 288752, email:
mike@gamrudding.freeserve.co.uk

HMS Faulknor Association reunion
from May 20th to 22nd at the Royal Sailors
Home Club, Portsmouth. Details from C
Heuer, 89 Bowers Road, Benfleet, Essex.
SS7 1BH. Tel: 01268 756141.

HMS Forester (H74) reunion at York
House Hotel, Eastbourne from May 23-26.
Contact D Headford on 01226 740637.

HMS Gloucester (1939-41) reunion from
May 23-25 at Royal Fleet Club, Devonport.
Details from Noel Haines, 60a Forest Rd,
Huncote, Leics LE9 3BG, tel: 0116 286 2805.

Algerines Association (Fleet
Minesweepers) 1942-62 reunion at the
Norbreck Hotel, Blackpool, from May 8-11.
Any prospective new members who served
on Algerine-class minesweepers can get fur-
ther details from George Patience, tel/fax:
01456450659.

HMS Whitesand Bay Association
reunion at the Royal Sailors Home Club,
Portsmouth on May 28. Still seeking anyone
who served on board. Details from Hedley
Murton, 16 Burbridge Close, Calcot, Berks
RG31 7ZU or email: haidakip@onetel.net.uk

23rd Destroyer Flotilla Association
reunion in the Senior Rates Mess, HMS
Nelson, Portsmouth on May 31. Details from
Bill Swift, 37 New Rd, Lovedean,
Waterlooville PO8 9RU. tel: 023 9259 1032.

June
HMS Highflyer 1945-62 reunion at the

Ambassador Hotel, Scarborough, June 10-
13. AGM and reunion dinner on 11th. Details
from John 'Ginge' Wingett on 023 9259
3542, email: john@jaywing.freeserve.co.uk

HMS Hunter/807 Squadron FAA
reunion from June 10-13 at the Royal Sailors
Home Club, Portsmouth. All ranks and rat-
ings welcome. Details: Jack Preece, 01543
422759, email: Jack@ipreece20.f3net.co.uk

HMS Brecon L76 reunion in Blackpool
on June 16. First and second commissions
1942-45, also any crew or ex-crew of the
present HMS Brecon (M29). All welcome.
Contact Phil Rogers on 01628 624740.

523 & 524 Recruit Squads, Royal
Marines reunion on June 21 at Royal
Sailor's Home Club, Portsmouth. Contact
George Chandler on 023 9241 2895 or Don
Pimp at 92 Pound Rd, East Peckham,
Tonbridge TN12 5BJ, tel: 01622 871573.

2445.
HMS Rooke/Comcen Gibraltar, 1978

reunion at the Union Jack Club, Waterloo,
July 12 for those based at Rooke/Comcen.
Contact Jeff (Taff) Thomas on 01495
350915, email: Jefi@thomas-11.fsnet.co.uk
or Tom Henderson at
Tom.Henderson@gs.com

August

July
HMS Glasgow (C21/D88) Association

reunion in Portsmouth on July 5-6. Details
Irom Allan Mercer, 89 Royal Ave. Hough
Green. Widnes WAS 8HJ, tel: 0151 510

HMS Stalker/809 FAA Squadron
reunion August 9 at Waverley Hotel, Pedley
St, Crewe, tel: 01720 256223. Relatives of
past members will be made welcome, also
members of HMS Hunter and HMS Attacker.
Contact Jeep Holmes on 01675 463327 or
D.C. Roberts on 01782 561052.

September
718 Squad, Royal Marines (1959-60)

second reunion from September 25-27 at
CTCRM Lympstone - 19 of the 42 so far.
Contact Mike Owens on 0161 980 2205 or
email: /W//(e.Ovvens@M.co.u/(

October
HMS Sirius - The Fighting Forty -

reunion in Plymouth on October 4. Two year-
ly was not enough tor 150 Dog Stars. Large
SAE and some info to Andy (Pam) Ayres, 56
Pounds Park Rd, Peverell, Plymouth PL3
4QR or email: isaac@hmssihus.info

Friends of HMS Crane 1943-62,
U23/F123, will hold a reunion at the Royal
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth on October
10-11. Guests also welcome. Details from
John Cantle on 01822 834398.

HMS Westcott reunion, Skegness,
October 16-19. Enquiries to C. Fairweather,
Stable Cottage, Colchester Rd, West
Bergholt, Colchester CO6 3JQ, tel: 01206
240614.

HMS Trafalgar Association reunion
from October 17-19 in Portsmouth. Ship's
companies of all commissions and anyone
associated with the ship is welcome along
with guests. Details from Taff Pugh, 13
Ffordd Pedrog, Wrexham LL12 7PL, tel:
01978 262956 or mobile: 07971 812820.

December
128 MQC, HMS Sultan: David Batchelor

hopes to organise a reunion for members of
this course who passed out in December
1973. Contact David on 023 9271 6472 or
write to the Secretary, Gosport RNA,
Fareham Rd, Gosport.

June 2004
LST & Landing Craft Association 60th

Anniversary of D-Day June 5-7 2004:
Coaches and ferry arranged Portsmouth to
Arromanches and Ouistreham, approx cost
£50, no meals included. Details: Mike
Cresswell, 01757 288752, email:
mike@gamrudding. freeserve. co.uk

Over to You
Submarine P48: Sunk December 25 1942.
Does anyone remember crew member J.P.
Keyte? Please email his sister at
hyde@breathe. com

John Cedric Thomas (Ricky or Taffy):
His daughter seeks friends of her late father
who may have photos of him and his service.
Ricky came from Aberdare, served 22 years
and was at HMS Condor in the 50s. He went
to RNAS Culdrose as an air fitter after leav-
ing the Service. Contact Dawn Mackenzie,
16, South Street, Arbroath, Angus DD11 1BQ
or email: dawn@daydreamuk.com

Jim Field's father served in HMS Wren, a
Black Swan-class sloop commisioned in
1943, and also a Fairmile B Class (ML853)
during the war. Jim is trying to get hold of
some ship's technical drawings of either of
the vessels as a present to him. Any advice
or info gratefully received. Write to Jim Field,
35 Manor Rd, East Preston, W. Sussex
BN16 1QA or email: iimfield1@excite.com

M O'Shaughnessy won a set of bells dur-
ing the POs Mess, HMS Amazon decom-
missioning raffle. These bells are unusual,
made up of three saluting gun shells, with a
plaque stating that the shells originated from
rounds fired across the bows of HMY
Britannia, while acting as Royal Yacht
Guardship during the honeymoon of the
Prince and Princess of Wales. He would
appreciate any assistance in authenticating
this statement and the authenticity of the
bells. Contact M O'Shaughnessy, CPO
(EW)(O), UK Element, NCISS Latina, BFPO
8, or email: oshaughnessyit@yahoo.co.uk

Stewart Jackson is trying to find a POs
gilt tie pin, as worn before the advent of
epaulettes. If anyone knows where he can
get one or has one to sell, he would appreci-
ate it. Contact Stewart Jackson, 43 Hill
House Drive, Chadwell St Mary, Essex
RM16 4DS. tel: 07919210510 or email:
stewart@43home.fsbusiness.co.uk

Northern Gem: Nicola Bacon is trying to
find out about her father-in-law's Naval
career. William Henry Bacon served in
Northern Gem in World War II. If anyone has
any info or photos of him or the ship, contact
Nicola at 8 Birdsnest Ave, Leicester LE3
9NB, tel: 0116 2997243 or email:
nicky. bacon@ntlworld. com

Clive Hughes seeks photos of RNAS
Anthorn - he was stationed there in late
1956 to early 1958 at the time of closure.
Contact Clive Hughes, Chy-Kembro,
Craigend Farm Cottage, Kinglassie,
Lochgelly, Fife KY5 OUE or email: clan-
vine@care4free

Does anyone remember CPO (Stoker)
Glyndwr (Taff) Harrison, who served in the
Royal Navy from 1940-62? Debbie Norwell is
trying to find any info about his career. He
was Welsh, born in Tylorstown, but married a
Torpoint girl and settled there. Any info to
Debbie Norwell, 16 The Lathes, Norwich.
NR3 3DY, tel: 01603 474728 or email:
thenorwells@aol. com

HMS Hood/HMS Airedale: Michael
Coker's uncle. William Charles (Bill) Holland,
served in Hood from 1936-40 as AB, LS and
PO Torpedoman. He then served in Airedale
as PO TGM from November 1941 to June
1942 when he was killed in action at the time
of the sinking of Airedale. Michael would like
to hear from anyone who knew him. Contact
Michael at 11 Camden Close, Chislehurst,
Kent BR7 5PH, tel: 020 8295 3537 or email:
mjcoker@scorpio-marine. co.uk

Lindsey Ashwood seeks anyone who
knew her father, Alan Ashwood. Alan
trained at HMS St Vincent, possibly in the
mid-50s, and served in HMS Ark Royal and
HMS Eagle. He came out of the Navy around
1970, and died unexpectedly 21 years ago.

Calling Old Shipmates
HMS Chinkara (landing craft base,
Cochin) 1944-46, and Wrens of HMS
Nightjar (Inskip): Join in with the annual
Nostalgia Gathering. Lots of albums etc.
Contact Collin Baker, Maltkin Cottage, Lt
Eccleston, Preston PR3 OYQ, tel 01995
670495 or email: collin@ibaker.fsnet.co.uk

HMS Kenya: George Farr would like to
contact Terrance Brogan; both Signalmen in
HMS Kenya 1949-51. It is rumoured that
Terrance, known as Butch, transferred to the
RAN after 1951. Contact Mr G. Farr, 88 The
Normans, Slough SL2 5TY, tel 01753
570271, email: g.g.farT@btopenwortd.com

HMS Neptune 1990: Seeking James
William (Mac){1) McCleary with whom
Bernard McPhillips (Mac)(2), served at HMS
Neptune January to July 1990. He also
served on board HMS Exeter during the Gulf
Conflict, while Bernard served on board HMS
Ark Royal attached to 820 NAS. They both
served in the Supply & Secretariat divison.
Contact Bernard at 77/2 Granton Crescent,
Edinburgh EH5 1NZ, tel: 0131 552 3075
mobile: 07949 007193 or email:
bmcphillips@blueyonder.co.uk

Mark (Max) Sylvester: Mark's ex-wife
Dee is trying to contact shipmates of Mark
ex-HMS Fife, roughly the early to mid-1980s.
He will be 40 this month and his daughter is
trying to arrange a surprise party for him,to
be held in Worthing on January 11. If anyone
remembers Max and would like to attend,
contact Dee on 07818 412727 or email at
Deidre.Palmer@cltarchitects.co.uk

Michael (Mick) Hewitt: Ex-RO1(T)who
served on Hermes 1975-77. He married an
Australian and emigrated to Australia in
about 1983. Paul Fewtrell has lost touch and
wants to re-establish contact. He is believed
to be living in one of the major cities on the
south coast of Australia. His family used to
live in Lewes, Sussex. Contact Paul at West
Kirkcarswell Farmhouse, Dundrennan,
Kirkcudbright DG6 4QW, tel: 01557 500295,
email: paultcfewtrell@aol.com

An old DEMS sailor from WW2 seeks two
old shipmates, Eric (Mo) Maidment from
Farnham, Surrey, and Frank Keeley from

London, Both seamen gunners on HMS Fort
La Traite. Write to 27 Byron Ave, Southend-
on-Sea SS2 5HL, or email D.E.M.Sheppard
(son) at dsheppard@handbag.com

Alexander 'Mac1 McQuarrie served in
the guided missile destroyer HMS London
as a stoker in the late 1960s. Before that he
served in HMS Gurkha. He still lives in
Scotland and would like to hear from old
shipmates willing to drop him a line. Contact
his son, Derek McQuarrie, 7252 East Medina
Avenue, Mesa, Arizona, 85208, USA.

WWTR Lesley Kingsbury would love to
hear from any of her old friends. She is now
living back in Ipswich and misses the old
days. She was in the WRNS from 1990 to
1995, mostly in HMS Nelson and HMS
Dolphin. Tel: 07984 185054 or email:
Thai-Cuisine@kwan-thai-restaurant.
freeserve.co.uk

George Watkinson served in HMS
Whimbrel in the North Atlantic, Russian
Convoys and South Pacific. He is now 95
and in good health. He is always recounting
the events and experiences he had during
his time with his ship and his daughter, Beryl
Bird (Watkinson), wondered if any shipmates
are still around who may like to contact him,
either by email: BirdJ560@aol.com or direct
to him at 8 Wilton Ave, Hampden Park,
Eastbourne BN22 9HZ

'Bulbs' Burrage (Keith) served as an
RP3 in HMS Tartar from 1969-72 and wants
to contact old friends for a reunion hooley.
He's made contact with Gaz Brentnall after
30 years. He would also like to obtain a copy
of the commissioning book. Contact Keith at
The Smithy, Tilley Village, Wem SY4 SHE or
email: keith.burrage@lineone.net

HMS Collingwood, LR265 class 1982-
83: Biff Bruin, Andre Besson, 'Snowy' White,
'Jumper' Collins et al, where are you now?
Also, HMS Intrepid, 1980-82: Kim Dark,
'Yorkie', 'Harry' Harrison and other members
of 3M2 mess or anyone who was part of the
'Cruise ship' Intrepid during the Falklands
Conflict. Contact Mike Fleming, 48
Northumberland Close, Warfield, Bracknell
RG42 3XD, tel: 01344 451487 or email:

jmb@fleming48. freeserve. co.uk
HMS Ranee: S. Tiffin seeks ex-shipmates

from when they were serving in Ranee, load-
ing aircraft headed for the Burma campaign.
Cliff Fryer and Spike Dowly are in a photo
belonging to Mr Tiffin, taken on a run ashore
to Andy Wong's Skyroom in San Francisco.
Contact S. Tiffin at 2 Falconry Court, 7
Fairfield South, Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey
KT1 2UR or tel: 020 8549 0326.

HMS Maidstone, Wizard, Salisbury and
Defender 1954-67: Pete Hayward seeks
anybody who remembers him from any of
these ships (especially the '64 commission in
the Defender). CPO Wacker Payne - where
are you, you Bathbun? Contact Pete at 134
Millfield, Creekmoor, Poole, Dorset, tel:
01202 468409 or email:
gs 1000dude@msn. com

HMS Norfolk, Orient 92 trip: Steven
Barr seeks anyone who was in the 39 man
mess, especially Brum Fielding and Woody.
Contact Steven at 20 Burnview Terrace,
Banbridge, County Down, tel: 028 4062 2175
or email: murdock321@hotmail.com

HMSm Otter 1979-84: Ginge Crossley
seeks pals from submarines Finwhale, Otter,
Osiris, SM1 to help him celebrate his 50th.
Contact him at 6 Ridgeway, West Clowne,
Chesterfield S43 4UB, tel: 01246 812988.
email: rollin.crosstey@bt.com.uk

Sam Weller, where are you? You were
best man at Rob Guyatt's wedding in 1965.
You were serving at Frazer Gunnery Range,
Eastney. Also seeking any other old oppos
from St Vincent, Leopard, Caunton,
Bermuda, Hartland Point, Ickford, Man/ton,
Tiger, Devonshire and Glasgow. Contact Rob

Guyatt on 023 9225 7033 or email:
rob967279@ntlworld.com

Bob Cooper seeks former shipmates.
Bob served in the RN 1939-48, including
Royal Sovereign, Odyssey, Pembroke, and
Nile and bases Stag, St Angelo and Rooke.
Contact daughter Jeanne Phair, 179 Ojibwa
Rd West, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada T1K
5L2 or email: p-plaw@telusplanet.net

HMS Dolphin WWII: Margaret McKenzie,
born 1923, originally from the Isle of Lewis,
wants to hear from anyone who served with
her at Dolphin during WWII, especially
Dennis Price (from Hereford) and Johnny
Fuller. Contact through her daughter, Erica
Deben-Campbell, Gentiaanstraat 13, 6002
PA, Weert, Netherlands or email:
tdeben@home.nl

HMS Excellent, 1984: Chris 'Spike1

Hughes seeks Bob Parkin, who served with
him at Excellent, and last known to be in HMS
Sheffield, 1992. Ring Chris on 07814 048209
or email: chhsanddeb1511@hotmail.com

HMNZS Arabia (K385): Angela Harrison
seeks anyone who served in Arabis between
1944-6, particularly Alec Townsend, Jack
Dusty and George Leonard. Searching on
behalf of Jock Ferguson, Stirling Arabis Piper
(44-6). Contact Angela at 6 Shiel Gardens,
Cramlington, Northumberland NE23 8HJ or
email: touchyfeehily@hotmail.com

RNH Haslar 1973-82: Graham Buddie
seeks members of the Medical Branch at
Haslar at this time and remember him.
Contact him at 2 Leicester, Crown Wood,
Bracknell RG12 OTS, tel: 01344 482072,
email: graham.buddle@ntlworld.com

Navy News on tape
Navy News is available free of charge on tape from
Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with
difficulty reading normal type. For details, contact 023
9269 0851 and leave a message with a contact phone
number. No special equipment is required to play the
tapes, which are standard 90-minute cassettes.

At your Service entries
Notices for this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and

addressed to - The Editor, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. PO1 3HH
or email: editSnavynews.co.uk. If you are sending your notice in via email,
please include your full address and telephone number.
• Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a par-
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed.
• Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before
the month of the event.
• There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of
requests.
• Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as
paid-for advertising.
• The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted
notices.
• Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub-
sequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates.

Lindsey hopes to paint a fuller picture of his
life and seeks help from old friends. Contact
Lindsey on 01752 333333 or email:
Hndsey.ashwood@carltontv.co.uk

Cdr P.J.C. Brown (Rtd) of the South
African Navy has a souvenir booklet contain-
ing comprehensive photo coverage of the
newly-commissioned HMS Vanguard, a
booklet on sale in the ship's bookstall in
1946. The back cover is signed by many of
the original ship's officers including the CO,
Capt W.G. Agnew, and the Executive Officer,
Cdr W.J. Lamb. Mr Brown considers the
booklet an important piece of memorabilia
which deserves appropriate stowage, and
welcomes suggestions for a suitable home
for it. Contact Cdr Brown at
pjcbrown@mweb. co.za

During WWII, Ronnie Cusworth's town,
Litherland in Lancashire, raised money
towards the building of MTB 98, which was
loaned to the French Navy. Ronnie seeks
info on her. Contact him at 94 Lennox Street,
Isle of Islay, PA42 7BW, tel: 01496 302018 or
email: ronnie@cusworth.org.uk

HMS Wensleydale: David Allen, a native
of the dale, has been researching the
destroyer for years, has a list of the members
of the Wensleydale Association (now dis-
banded) and has met several of them. He
would like to speak to anyone who served in
Wensleydale, or anyone who has memories
of her. In particular, anyone who recalls the
collision between Wensleydale and the RN-
operated LST 367 in November 1944.
Contact David at West Park, West End,
Gayle, Hawes DL8 3RT, tel: 01969 667364
or email: david@allen3069.freeserve.co.uk

William Henry Westaway, born in
Chagford, Devon, and served in the RN from
1893 to 1919. His ships included HMS
Mercury, Cambridge, Britannia, Monarch,
Tartar, Hagard, Doris, Espiegle, Hawke,
Impregnable, Defence, Powerful, Tiger and
Lion. His grandson is searching for photos of
him and/or his ships. Contact Mr S.H.
Westaway, 10 Rosewarne Ave, Buckland
Estate, Newton Abbot TQ12 4ED, email:
StanStanley 1 @aol. com

Gibraltar Joint Services Diving Club
hope to identify a wreck outside the north
end of Gibraltar's Detached Mole. The site is
known locally as the 'Inner and Outer' and
comprises the bow and stern of a steam-
powered metal vessel, possibly one of three
vessels - HMT Stella Sinus {armed trawler
sunk by Vichy French air-raid on September
25 1940) and HM ships Erin and Honjo, both
trawlers sunk in the harbour, sabotaged by a
Spaniard working in the dockyard on January
18, 1942. If you can throw any light on these
vessels, contact Phil Smith, Club Diving
Officer, 17 Cornwallis Tower, Brympton,
Gibraltar or email: bigsmudge@gibnynex.gi

Flinders Ball: Does anyone know where
you would find a Flinders Ball? Who is
responsible for the maintenance of light-
ships? Contact Mr M. Adams, 55 Shepherds
Croft, Portland or email: efc@lineone.net

Paul Hancocks seeks the dates of two
high-profile Naval escort duties. When was
the first official visit to the UK by a serving
French prime minister after the war? The
flotilla leader for the Naval escort was HMS
Wizard. The other is the date of the visit by
the future Queen and Duke of Edinburgh,
about 1949. Paul's uncle served on both
occasions and is anxious to find the details.
Contact Paul on 023 8033 9517 or email
PaulHancocks@aol. com

HMS Hawkins, China Station 1927: Rob
Guyatt has photos of L/Stoker Fairman, who
died at Wei Hai Wei, July 12 1927, also pho-
tos of HMS Hood in Gibraltar, HMS Castor
and the damaged submarine H24, photos

assumed to be taken 1920s and 1930s.
Anyone interested in these for their archives
should contact Rob on 023 9225 7033 or
email: rob967279@ntlworld.com

Seeking ex-PO Tel 'Norman' Aston
Jones who was an instructor for 322 Class,
Rodney Division, HMS Ganges during 1951-
2. Was an 'hostilities only' (HO) rating re-
called for service during the Korean War and
returned to continue employment in civil air-
lines as Radio Officer on completion of ser-
vice. Contact Stan Solley on 01634 377742.

AB Victor 'Vic' Adlard: Louis Taylor
seeks info on a great-uncle, born November
11,1916 in Lincolnshire. He served in the RN
'hostilities only' from 1944 onwards in
Ceylon (including HMS Lanka and MFV 150)
and earlier in the Mediterranean. Also trained
at HMS Collingwood, Dolphin and Odyssey.
Contact Louis at 1 Vernon Terrace, Bath BA2
3DAor tel: 01225 423396.

John 'Snowy' Grubb: Mrs J. Turner
seeks any person with memories of Snowy.
He was serving on HMLCI(L) 273 and was
involved in Operation Shingle at Anzio. He
was presumed killed when the ship was sunk
in an enemy air raid on March 17, 1944. He
was previously at HMS Quebec in Inverary
and COPRA in London. His family would love
to hear from anyone who knew him. Contact
Mrs Turner, 4 Chilham Place, Berkeley
Pendesham, Worcester WR4 OLH.

Henry Charles Hillind: Seeking anyone
who knows of or served with Henry, in the RN
circa 1916-50. There are lots of photos that
he took in the Navy. Write to 6 Traffic Rd,
Greenhithe, Auckland, New Zealand, email
almie@xtra.co.nz.

of
Royal Navy Officers

Potron Her Mojesty The Queen

ARNO is both an officers charity and a
membership association which is open to
serving and retired commissioned officers
of the RN.RM.QARNNS,WRNS, and their
Reserves. Formed In 1925,ARNO's primary
purpose is to assist officers and their
dependants in need with grants and
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets,
which exceed £3 million.

Today ARNO's 9,300 members are offered
both financial and other advantages, the
former very comfortably exceeding the
annual subscription (£10 per annum or
£150 for Life)

Tel: 020 7402 5231
Fax: 020 7402 5533
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com
wvrw.eurosurf.com/ARNO

Grants to members in need and
bursaries for children
Trade discounts including:
* insurance & Assurance ' Automobile Association
* Mortgage and Lego/ * Trove/ & Accommodation
• Private Health Insurance -Jewellery & China
• Dining Oul

Rnnual Year Book with much useful
and interesting information
H list of members names and
addresses i*«in iwuaue n m mm]
free financial, legal 6 property advice
Free or reduced cost medical
consultations
Re-Training Grants
Regional Social Functions (subsidised)
Group Holidays flbroad at
favourable rates
mail Redirection
Home Exchange "Bank"
mastercard
Used Uniform Sales Facility.
Use of The Raual Club in hlayfair

For membership opplicotion form, pleose comp/ete t/ie following:

TO: LT CDR I M P COOMBES RN. ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON W2 3TP
Please send me details and a membership application form:

The Victory Services Club,
63/79 Seymour Street,

London W2 2HF

• Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street
• Affordable room rates
• Choice of restaurants and bars
• Concessionary NCP

Car Park rates
• Function rooms for dinners, Tel +44 (0)20 7723 4474

receptions, reunions and Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134
private parties email: info@vsc.co.uk THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB

FREE MEMBERSHIP TO SERVING PERSONNEL AND RESERVES
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Draitv

Squad time set to
exceed sea draft

ALL CHANGE IN
GS ENGINEERING
DRAFTING!
2003 sees a number of changes
in the D2 Drafting Section.

With WEMs having already
amalgamated with the WEA plot
to form the D2WE Section in mid-
Dec 02, TOPMAST will change
the ME AB's drafting modus
operand! from 1 Apr 03.

Lt Cdr Maddock's retirement in
Mar, after almost 21 years at the
helm of WE drafting, will complete
a round of personnel changes.

Visitors will also find a new lay-
out in the section resulting from
revised staffing levels.

MEMs - TOPMAST
The TOPMAST Squad roll-out for
ME Able Rates will he begin on 1
Apr 03 and all ships, apart from
some minor exceptions, will be
'Squadded' by Oct 03.

There will also be a much-
reduced number of shore drafts for
AB MEMs. The current number of
approximately 250 will reduce to
around 70, which will be mainly in
the Dcvonport and Portsmouth
areas.

The increased numbers in the
Squad means that some personnel
will remain in their base port to
complete harmony time when a
ship sails; this will allow everyone

in the Squad to achieve their har-
mony wi thout having to cycle
through short MTA drafts.

This also means that the average
length of time in a Squad will be
greater than the current length of
sea draft.

Everyone in a Squad will there-
fore have their Estimated Relief
Date (ERD) set at 48 months after
joining their ship, the drafting desk
will be issuing new draft orders
with the amended dates during the
coming months.

If you are unsure about any of
this information, or arc not sure
what action you should take as a
result of it, contact your DO, EWO
or your local Regional Drafting
and Career Adviser (RDCA) who
will also be able to give assistance,
including details of shore billets
remaining after Apr 03.

At a more senior level, there is
still a shortage of POMEMs and
LMEMs, so now is the ideal time
to finish that task book, sit the req-
uisite watchkeeping certificate and
get fully qualified - there is no time
like the present to be promoted
within the Branch.

MEBD continues apace and all
Mechanics are reminded that on
completion of the common
LMEMQC, the SQs L or M are no
longer applicable.

Divisional Officers please note
that when these personnel are pro-

moted on completion of course,
they are not to retain the old SO.
When promoted, they arc desig-
nated LMEM, POMEM,
CPOMEM or WOMEM and wi l l
continue to be 'SQless'. Please
ensure the correct administrative
action is completed.

MEAs - A SINGLE
CATEGORY
MEBD introduced the 'common'
or 'SQless' MEA and the concept
of definition of job requirement by
ratc/adqual, rather than rate/SQ.

This has been taken forward by
TOPMAST and from Jan 03 MEA
SQs will cease to exist.

With MEAs already drafted
using MEBD principles and the
historical and significant disparity
in ATA achieved by MLs and ELs
(up to 12 months) eliminated, this
change should have minimal
impact on the D2MEA plot.

Whilst this will be good news for
many, the prevailing geographic
aspiration/billet imbalance, partic-
ularly in Devonport and Faslane,
dictates that not all individuals'
preferences can be met.

Although every effort is made to
meet individuals' aspirations with-
in the constraints of Service
requirements, Drafty has to rely on
information supplied on DPFs and
C240s.

It is essential that these are up-

to-date, accurate and honest, par-
ticularly with respect to recom-
mendations for instructional
duties, and small ships.

AMALGAMATION OF
WEA AND WEM
DRAFTING.
Since the Naval Drafting
Directorate (NDD) was re-organ-
ised in the mid-1990s, WEMs have
been drafted by the Warfare
Drafting Division (Dl) and WEAs
by the General Service (GS)
Engineering Division (D2).

The number of source branch
WEMs continues to gradually
decline, and following the transfer
of their Branch Management to
the GS Engineering Branch
Manager in the Directorate of
Naval Manning, it was decided to
transfer responsibility for the
appointing and drafting of all
WEM categories from Dl to D2
Division with effect from 16 Dec
02.

TOPMAST has also applied the
'SQless' principle to the WEA Sub-
Branch and from Jan 03, WEA
SQs will cease to exist.

After this date, CND will contin-
ue to maximise WEA's previous
experience by utilising Type and
Stream drafting in accordance with
the existing rules in BR 14.

The D2 Drafting Commander is

TOPMAST TALES

48 MONTHS IN
5HIP5 SQUADS
INCLUDES TIME
SERVED A5HO RE

'That's probably earmarked for training in firefighting
and driving Green Goddesses!'

now the Appointer for GS
WO(WEA)s and WO(WEM)s and
D2WE Drafting Section (formerly
D2WEA) is now responsible for
the drafting of all other WEA and
WEM categories.

Details of relevant NDD per-
sonnel with telephone numbers
are:

D2 Cdr Steve Foster (93844
2494); D2WE Lt Cdr Les
Maddock (tbrb NTBR March
2003) (93844 2524); AD2WE1
POWEM(O) Danny Kay (93844
2527);AD2WE2 L W E M ( R )
Harry Harrison (93844 2315);
AD2WE3 Mrs Val Hobbins
(93844 2525).

Accommodation
SUPPORT YOUR CLUBI
All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members
who may be visiting the Plymouth area.
FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an
ideal facility.

Royal Fleet Club
Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723
ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

H? ROYAL SAILORS?^
HOME CLUB

Sic&itiwe to- fi.iej.ent and fainter TZatittyj
olt6e~

Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant
All at attractive prices.

Private functions catered for by professionals
Hands to dance and skylark to live music

most weekends
Family & Associate membership available j
Now licensed for the Marriage Ceremony
Royal Sailors' Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HS

TEL: 023 9282 4231 FAX: 023 9229 3496
email: sailors@homeclub.fsnet.co.uk
web site: www.homeclub.fsnet.co.uk

HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN !

To advertise your business call our advertising team on either:
023 9272 5062 - 023 9272 4226 - 023 9275 6951

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.
CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER - £80.00
OTHER MONTHS - £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE NIGHTLY - £15.00
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00

CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS.

BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER.
MR CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS.

TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm
www.garianhouse.co.uk

PALM COURT
HOTEL *ETC*

TWIXTMAS - 3nts £89pp DB&B
JAN & FEB Special 4nts all inc. £109pp

Top Quality Accommodation in the Eastcliff
only Wins to Sea/Shops/Nightlife

40 Superb Rooms - Lift - Excellent Food
Entertainment - Parking

BOOK NOW on 01202 558088

BARBADOS - Glitter Bay
Terrace - The best value vil la
on the gold coast! Sleeps up to 7.
Available lo rent all year round,
with housekeeper and catering.
E-mail chbailcyonc@aol.com lor
details.

MALTA, MSIDA. Very central
Guest room in family house. All
rooms sell catering with excellent
facilities, TV, en suite. Extremely
comfortable, Airport transfer,
reasonable rates.
Tel/Fax 00356 21313797

DIFFERENT GREEK ISLAND
CRUISING HOLIDAYS in
sympathetically converted, 75ft
owner-skippered. Fleet tender.
Max 6 guests in 3 air-conditioned
en-suite cabins, competitive rates,
fortherby21.com or 01487 832082
for brochure

PLYMOUTH
Sunray Hotel, 3 Alfred Street, The Hoe

B & B from

£22 per person per night
Rooms en-suite Tea/coffee,

TV & CH, Parking
Tel: 01752 669113

www.sunrayhotel.co.uk E-mail info@sunrayhotel.co.uk

Southbank Hotel
•Licensed Bar
• Family rooms available
• Close to seafront + shops
• H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms
Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker

Both Ex-Navy
Tel: O18O3 2967O1
Fax: O1 8O3 292O26

Palm Court Hotel
East Cliff - Central Bournemouth

Specials
3nts Weekday Dinner

Bed+Breakfast £89.00 p.p.
4nts Weekday Dinner

Bed+Breakfast £129.00 p.p.
Xmas Special - Full Board

£289.00 p.p.
Call for brochure or reservations

01202 558088
www.palmcourthotel.com

LUXURY VILLA FOR RENT
ESCAPE THE CROWDS IN THIS 5 BEDROOM
(SLEEPS 10) DELUXE HOME ON THE BEAUTIFUL
FLORIDA GULF COAST. SITUATED ON A PRIVATE
ESTATE CONTAINING 5 GOLF COURSES, JUST
SOUTH OF SARASOTA. LARGE SOLAR HEATED
POOL AND SPA, RIVER TO THE REAR OF THIS
1/4 ACRE PROPERTY. GAME FISHING, EXCELLENT
SHOPPING AND QUALITY RESTAURANTS.

For colour brochure and E-mail view cam:
phone:01904 492081, E mail: con@ukonline.co.uk

LADY
HAMILTON

Closest B+B to Naval Base,

100 yards from main gate,

HMS Victory/Mary Rose/
HMS Warrior/

Museums all on doorstep.

22 rooms most en-suite,

singles/doubles/twins +

family rooms, colour T.V,

Tea+Coffee facilities, free house

Tel: 023 9287 0505

ADJOINING PLYMOUTH
HOE AND SEAFRONT

Friendly guest house. CTV's,
Tea/CotTcc, C.H., mostly en suite.

T.V. lounge, parking. From £18 p.p.
Edgcumbe Guest House
50 Pier Street, West Hoe

Tel 01752 660675
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk

PLYMOUTH
Osmond Quest Mouse

42 Tier Street, West Moe
«- 01752 229705

Bed and Breakfast from £18-£25.00
Seafront. Courtesy piek-up from
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms

K CTV. Tea/Coffee making. >
Mostly Kn-suitc. Parking. /*

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED
ADVERTISING ON OUR WEBSITE?

Now you can reach a truly global audience!
To find out more contact: Sheila Thompson

023 9275 6951
www.navynews.co.uk
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Building with an eye for the birds..
THE CONTRACT for the Royal Navy's
new Fleet headquarters on Whale
Island, Portsmouth has been awarded
to the Bristol firm CH Pearce
Construction Ltd.

The £16 million contract was signed in
December and work begins next month.
Completion is expected to be at the end of
March 2004, with occupation by the end of
May.

Design of the building, at the south-west
corner of the island, is said to be inspired
by the sea forts in the Solent. It will be built
of brick on the seaward side with atower at
the southern end.

The surroundings will be landscaped,
with trees and plants selected for their
ability to withstand strong sea breezes and
to harmonise with the surrounding Area of
Special Scientific Interest. The five-storey

building was designed by an integrated
project team, with Pick Everard as project
managers and Architecture PLB as peer
architects.

Total cost of the headquarters will be
just under £25 million - £16 million for the
building itself and a further £9 million or so
for IT equipment, furniture and office infra-
structure.

Preparation work, including the demoli-
tion of old proof butts, was completed on
site by the beginning of October so as not
to disturb the migrating birds which spend
every winter near the site.

The first turf will be ceremonially turned
by the Commander-in-Chief Fleet Admiral
Sir Jonathon Band at the end of this
month.

• IMPRESSION: How the new Fleet HQ
will look when it opens in 2004

New guard
force of all
ex-Service
personnel
takes over
THE NAVY welcomed the arrival of a new dedicated
armed guarding force made up of ex-Service per-
sonnel when 22 members of the Military Provost
Guard Service arrived to take up duties at HMS
Raleigh.

By the end of the year a total
of 340 MPGS personnel will be
deployed at RN and Royal
Marine establishments, releas-
ing the same number of Naval
personnel to join waterfront
squads as part of TOPMAST,
the Navy's new personnel man-
agement system.

Flag Officer Training and
Recruiting Rear Admiral Peter
Davies told Navy News: "This is a
win, win situation for the Navy. We
are putting an experienced, dedi-
cated and cost-effective armed
guarding force into the majority of
our shore establishments, made up
of highly trained ex-Service per-
sonnel and this will now enable us
to free up more of our sailors for
front line service where they are
needed."

MPGS personnel will carry out
the full range of security duties in
Naval establishments to the high-
est professional standards, along
with civilian security personnel -
however, unlike other security
organisations they are armed.

The Navy Board agreed in
March 2002 that MPGS would
provide armed guards for Naval
shore establishments. The MPGS
was first established in 1997 and

Taste for
teenagers

FIFTY teenagers from Birming-
ham and Coventry got a taste of
Navy life at HMS Forward —
including the assault course and
practising rock climbing on a
revolving 'wall'

They were taking part in a 'Get
to know the Navy' event organised
by the RN Diversity Action team,
whose role is to encourage more
people from the ethnic minorities
to consider joining the Senior
Service.

already provides nearly 600 armed
guards for Army establishments all
over the country.

Eventually all three Services will
have MPGS guarding shore estab-
lishments and airfields.

All agree to join the Army
on a three year renewable
contract on a military local
service engagement and
can serve up to the age of
55 in an establishment with-
in 21 miles of their chosen
area of service.
Admiral Davies added: "This is

an excellent opportunity for those
who have left the Naval Service or
other armed forces to continue to
make a key contribution to UK
defence, enjoy many of the bene-
fits of Service life but also have the
added advantage of domestic sta-
bility."

The Guard Force trains at
Worthy Down, Winchester on a
two-week course including instruc-
tion on powers of arrest, powers of
search, use of force, patrolling
techniques and incident handling.

Lt Cdr Jonathan Worthington
has been responsible for oversee-
ing the introduction of 166 MPGS
into NRTA sites. He said: "The ini-
tiative has proved hugely popular
with ex-Navy personnel who are
keen to come and work in NRTA
training establishments.

"Many have phoned in and said
they miss the camaraderie and
other advantages of Service life
and welcome the opportunity to
enjoy again such benefits as access
to excellent sports facilities, free
healthcare and affordable accom-
modation, while being able to set-
tle down in a particular geographi-
cal area."

Q For details of vacancies con-
tact Lt Cdr Worthington at NRTA,
Victory Building Tel 02392 727345
or PO Stewart Guest, MPGS
Recruiting, Worthy Down Tel
01962887239.

• The Prince of Wales in his new uniform as a vice admiral was photographed in the
Great Cabin of HMS Victory by PO(PHOT) Richard Moss

offer -
let the
Navy
come
to you
WOULD you like a free pre-
sentation on how the
Senior Service operates in
2003?

The Royal Navy
Presentation Team are tour-
ing the northern half of
England in January and
February, calling at Stoke-
on-Trent, Bromsgrove,
Bridgnorth, Scarborough,
Bishop Auckland,
Tynemouth and Hexham.

Using a fast-moving 35
minute multi media presenta-
tion, they describe the role
of today's modern Navy, its
people, equipment and plans
for the future.

They have a set pro-
gramme of venues, talking to
a wide cross section of the
community - business,
industry, education, chari-
ties, local government,
media and the church.

But if you think your
friends, family or business
colleagues would like to
know more, a tailor-made
presentation package can
also be made available, suit-
able for educational estab-
lishments, clubs and organi-
sations such as ex-Service
groups, Rotary, Lions Clubs
and Women's Institutes as
well as corporate or busi-
ness organisations.

This can tell you:

• How much the Navy
costs

• What ships it is having
built for the future and why

• How many RN ships are
at sea on an average day

The package can be spe-
cially designed for the pre-
dominant age group and any
size audience or venue.

It can be seminar-style, full
presentation or after
dinner/lunch speech. And it's
FREE.

J For details, contact the
RNPT at 11/12 Tedder Close,
West End Road, Ruislip,
Middlesex HA4 6NR. email
rnpt@gtnet.gov.uk. Fax 0208
841 7880 or visit their web-
site at: www.royal-
navy.mod.uk

Sunset in the Arabian Gulf
HMS CUMBERLAND is
seen at sunset in the
Arabian Gulf, where she
was on duty over the
Christmas period, in sup-
port of the coalition effort in
the war against terrorism.

The Type 23 frigate had
earlier paid a four-day visit
to Muscat, renewing old
ties with the Omani armed
forces - she had lately had
two Omani officers on
board undertaking their six-
week Initial Sea Training
programme from BRNC
Dartmouth.

Cumberland is expected
home late next month. Her
tasking has included inter-
cepting terrorist lines of
communication in the Gulf
of Oman; enforcing the UN
embargo on Iraq in the
Persian Gulf; and intelli-
gence, surveillance and
reconnaissance in the Gulf
of Aden and off the Horn of
Africa.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
MADE A RESOLUTION YET?

WHY NOT SIGN UP FOR
A VOLUNTARY DONATION OF PAY
TO OUR WELFARE CHARITIES

CARING FOR NAVAL t̂ OPLE
APPLY MOW

'Not 'til I'm sure we won't have to make a compulsory donation of pay for this lot!'

NEWSVIEW
No monkeying
with terrorists
THE admission of seven more countries to the NATO

alliance is a step in the right direction towards what
is increasingly becoming a global alliance in the war

against terror - one in which the world's navies take a
strong role.

Because this is truly a war that knows no frontiers -
and certainly not a war that is confined to the West, as
the recent attacks in Bali and Mombasa have shown; the
targets may have been primarily Australian and Israeli
nationals, but they have also caused casualties among
those of the countries in which they occurred, who have
no particular ideological quarrel with Al Qaeda and their
associates.

They also caused damage to the economies of those
countries, which depend heavily on the tourist trade.

These peculiarly fanatical terrorists do not differentiate
between countries that take a lenient or an aggressive
view of their activities, or between those who support the
policies of the United States and their allies and those
who oppose them.

As our Prime Minister has observed, there is no
appeasing - or indeed reasoning with them: "They won't
go more lightly on us if we are less outspoken in our con-
demnation of them. Their enemy is anyone who isn't
them and they feel as strongly, sometimes more so,
against the moderate Moslem as they do against the
Christian or Jew or Hindu."

But while the public needs to be aware of the potential
threats they pose, it does not need to be needlessly
alarmed by irresponsible exaggerations of their actuality,
as with the recent smallpox example.

In 1900 Sir Arthur Cpnan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock
Holmes who also predicted global catastrophe in one of
his Professor Challenger stories, The Poison Se/t, consid-
ered the greatest danger confronting the 20th century
was "an ill-balanced, excitable and sensation-mongering
press".

That may still hold good for the present one, too.

Writing about the same time, in his story The Stolen
Bacillus H. G. Wells mused upon the conse-
quences of a terrorist obtaining bilogical weapons

- in this case the cholera germ, "a cultivation of the actu-
al living disease bacteria . . . Bottled cholera, so to
speak".

In the story, an anarchist, which is what terrorists were
called a hundred years ago ("These Anarchist-rascals are
fools, blind fools - to use bombs when this kind of thing
is attainable," the Bacteriologist unwittingly advises him)
steals a sample of what he wrongly supposes to be bot-
tled cholera and infects himself with it, striding off towards
Waterloo Bridge "carefully jostling his infected body
against as many people as possible".

It turns out the bacterium was something else entirely
that caused "blue patches upon various monkeys", so
Wells made light of the matter - but his point was clear,
nonetheless, for:

". . . he ran away with it to poison the water of London,
and he certainly might have made things blue for this
civilised city."

AWARD FOR RATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC SERIES

Alison voted top
maritime writer
P

RIZE for the top mar-
itime journalist of the
year has been awarded
to Alison Kefford of the
Southampton Evening

Echo, for her articles on the
city's affiliated ship, the Type
42 destroyer HMS Southam-
pton.

She received the Desmond
Wettern Media Award, an
engraved ship's decanter and
a cheque for £1,000, presented
by Countess Mountbatten of
Burma, president of the
Maritime Foundation, at its
20th anniversary dinner at the
Fishmongers' Hall.

The award was made in
recognition of the outstanding
journalistic contribution she
has made in working closely
with HMS Southampton to give
"a comprehensive and accu-
rate picture of life on board a
modern Royal Navy warship,
and its duties in the contempo-
rary world, including the war
against terrorism".

Said Alison: "I am absolutely
thrilled to receive this award.
Without doubt the current poli-
cy of increasing media access
to the Royal Navy is the way
forward."

A second award, the
Mountbatten Maritime Prize of
an engraved silver Armada
Plate, was made to Andrew
Williams and the BBC Battle of
the Atlantic Team for their pow-
erful series, which vividly
brought to a very wide audi-
ence the joint contribution of
the Royal and Merchant Navies
to Britain's survival in World
War II.

Said Andrew: "We're all
delighted. We all felt it was an
important series to make - so
many programmes have been
made about the Battle of
Britain, but the all-important
struggle against the U-boat at
sea has really been neglected.

"In the words of one of our
contributors, Admiral John

Adams: 'I don't think that many
people thought of us, quite
frankly - people didn't see the
sunken ships or the men who
never made it.'

"I hope we have made some
small contribution to redress-
ing the balance."

Guest speaker was Rear
Admiral Jeremy de Halpert,
Deputy Master and Elder
Brother of Trinity House.

The awards are made in
memory of Desmond Wettern,
writer on maritime affairs for
over 30 years, most memo-
rably as Naval Correspondent
of the Daily Telegraph.

Sponsors include the
Telegraph Group, the Swire
Group, BAE Systems, P&O
Nedlloyd, the Chamber of
Shipping, the George John
Livanos Trust and the Wettern
Trust.

• Above: Alison Kefford receives a bottle of port to fill her
engraved ship's decanter from First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan
West and Gillian Wettern. Below: BBC producer Andrew Williams
collects his Armada Plate from Countess Mountbatten
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Critical role for reactors
NuCLEAR-driven

warships are
strange beasts.

On the one hand, awe-
some powers are being
tamed, requiring sound
technologies, vigilance and
no margin for errors.

But on the other hand, the
basics of nuclear propulsion
are as simple as boiling a ket-
tle.

Water is heated into steam,
which is forced through a turbine,
and with the aid of a gearbox the
propeller spins.

That hasn't changed in more
than a century - and is still at the
heart of the Royal Navy's nuclear
submarine force, which is essen-
tially a steam-driven flotilla.

Vulcan, the Naval Reactor Test
Establishment on the north coast
of Scotland near Thurso, is a cru-
cial factor in the safe running of
British submarines - and its role is
expanding as its expertise is
brought to bear in other, related
disciplines.

The small site, set amidst the
splendour of the mountains and
sea cliffs of Caithness and fringed
by an ever-changing sea, features a
small Naval staff (currently five),
who head up the organisation, and
a large number of Rolls-Royce
workers - around 300.

And here, next-door to the
famous golf-ball reactor of the
civilian Dounreay nuclear plant,
Royal Navy reactors have been put
through their paces in a rigorous
regime of tests since the first -
Core A - went critical in 1965,
eight years after work began on
building the complex.

That sophisticated assembly of
radioactive fuel modules and con-
trol rods heated water in a primary
circuit, which passed its heat to
water in a secondary circuit, creat-
ing the steam which drove the tur-
bines.

The materials and specifications
have changed over the years, but
the concept is the same.

That first core, along with sub-
sequent versions (B, Z, G
and H) were all built by

Rolls-Royce in Derby, which has
been operating the reactors and
associated equipment at Vulcan

at Vulcan Contract maps out
future for trials site

Mike Gray looks at the vital work
carried out at the Naval Reactor Test
Establishment in the north of Scotland

from day one.
They came to Vulcan to be test-

ed ahead of use in submarines, so
that any problems which may have
arisen in a particular reactor would
have arisen at Vulcan long before it
became a problem in an opera-
tional boat.

The land-based reactor is always
at least two years ahead of its sea-
going counterparts - in the case of
Core A, depletion occurred by
1967. by which time a great deal of
experience and useful data had
been gathered for operational pur-
poses and for feeding back into the
development of new reactors.

The Vulcan reactor - designated
Dounreay Submarine Prototype 1
or DSMP - doubled as a full-size
training rig, allowing RN nuclear
plant operators to gain hands-on
experience.

But by the time Core A was
burned out, a simulator had been
opened, and training transferred
on to it that same year.

Core A was removed in March
1968, and after the plant was over-
hauled, Core B was installed -
which gave Vulcan the honour of
achieving the first refuelling of a
submarine reactor in the country.

Maintenance and refuelling pro-
cedures still number among the
prime tasks of the Vulcan site.

Core B went critical in June
1968, and far outperformed its pre-
decessor before it closed down, its
job done, in 1972.

By this time the Admiralty
Research Test Establishment, as it
was originally known, had been
commissioned as HMS Vulcan (the
HMS prefix was lost again in
1981), and Core Z was the centre
of attention.

That reactor had been installed
in 1974 after another major refit to
the DSMP, and it lasted more than

Safety cases
lie at core of

RN operations
ALTHOUGH testing the reac-
tors which power the Navy's
submarines is perhaps the
glamourous end of the busi-
ness, Vulcan does not just put
the nuts, bolts and pumps
through their paces.

While it remains primarily a
test-bed for submarine power
plants, it is also instrumental in
ensuring that operating proce-
dures are up-to-date and within
rigorous safety parameters.

"We do have tremendous rele-
vance for the Submarine Flotilla,"
said Lt Cdr Barrie Cran, Deputy
Naval Superintendent Vulcan.

"If we didn't do our jobs, then
the Fleet would suffer the conse-
quences."

When reactor cores have
burned out, they are dismantled
and the components are examined
to compare them with predicted
performance, allowing the design-
ers to modify the next generation
of reactors accordingly.

Elements of Cores Gl currently
sit in an 18ft deep fuel storage
pond within the Shore Test
Facility.

The water in the pond is scrupu-

lously clean, making it a useful
workspace for those carrying out
post-irradiation examinations
(PIEs).

The STF is now operating with a
modern safety case and leads the
way in making sure that these
requirements are used not only to
ensure safety but to make sure that
those who operate thereactor
know and understand what they
have to do.

By identifying the restric-
tions that the safety cases
may bring early, it allows the
work to be done to make
sure that the submarine
flotilla can continue to oper-
ate in a world of ever-
increasing regulation.
The STF also trials the operat-

ing procedures, especially when
there has been a major change in
design, which in turn guide the
operqators of boats at sea and con-
tributes enormously to the training
of RN personnel who will live and
work in the Vanguard and Astute-
class submarines for decades to

a decade. Core Z is fitted to the
Navy's current fleet of hunter-
killer S- and T-boats.

At that point DSMP was defu-
elled and decontaminated and,
with half an eye to its Scottish her-
itage, renamed LAIRD (Loss of
Coolant Accident Investigation
Rig Dounreay), starting a new
lease of life as a simulator.

The kettle analogy comes into
its own here - the reactor was
replaced by a powerful electrical
heater which could accurately
replicate the pressure and temper-
ature in a genuine reactor-driven

system at the point of shut-down.
LAIRD was thus able to demon-

strate that the support systems
around the radioactive core could
cope with the most difficult of acci-
dent conditions - loss of coolant.

Indeed, with more than 250 sep-
arate trials having been run in five
years, LAIRD has amply proved
the ruggedness of Rolls-Royce's
engineering in a series of simulated
catastrophes.

LAIRD has now moved on to a
third major career, as an integral
part of the programme to refurbish
pumps (see next month's Navy
News for full story).

In place of the old DSMP is its
modern equivalent, the STF, or
Shore Test Facility, in which the
latest reactor, Core H, is perform-
ing well as it progresses through its
trials period.

VULCAN sits on a site leased
from the UK Atomic Energy
Authority, but which once
formed part of Fleet Air Arm
station HMS Tern II, created in
1944 and transferred to the Air
Ministry ten years later.

The remains of a concrete
runway can be seen to the
south east of present-day
Vulcan, and the control tower
is now the visitors' centre for
the civilian Dounreay plant.

But as that facility becomes
history - it has not generated
electricity commercially for
more than ten years - Vulcan
continues to look to the future,
with a 13-year contract which
arises from a partnering
arrangement between the
MOD and Rolls-Royce.

That VTOM (Vulcan Trials,
Operation and Maintenance)
contract keeps Vulcan at the
very heart of the Royal Navy's

submarine programme until at
least 2014.

As such the Naval
Superintendent Vulcan - Cdr
Charles Hume has recently
taken over the post from Cdr
Simon Middlemas - has had
the title project contract man-
ager added to the collection of
other tasks which fall to him as
head of the establishment.

Cdr Hume's deputy, Lt Cdr
Barrie Cran, said: The five of us
in the Royal Navy here have our
fingers in virtually every pie on
site - it's a very varied life.

"You do find you have a lot of
authority and autonomyin your
own world.

"Vulcan is self-contained,
and you find yourself involved
in activities that are carried out
by the Commander-in-Chief
Fleet's staff, the Submarine
Support integrated project
team, and the Naval Bases."

Next month: New contract pumps up wo • Work done at Vulcan in the north of Scotland has ensured the safe operation of nuclear subma-
rine reactors from the Valiant class in the early 1960s to HMS Vanguard (above) and her sisters - and
on to the next generation of Astute-class boats
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P atrol ship HMS
Dumbarton
Castle	 has
been proving a

tower of strength in
her role as command
platform for a NATO
minehunter squadron.
Dumbarton Castle took

over as Flagship of MCM-
FORNORTH- Mine
Countermeasures Force

North - on May 24 last year,
when Cdr Adrian Cassar

assumed the post of
Commander of the NATO

force at a ceremony at HMS

Nelson in Portsmouth.

By the time she is relieved as

flagship. Dumbarton Castle -

which has spent a good deal of
her time over the years as resi-
dent patrol vessel for the
Falkland Islands will have spent
almost 250 days at sea.
She has steamed lt),000 nautical

miles since May, providing com-
mand and support facilities for 56
officers and 300 ratings in the
Force -one of four such immediate
reaction groups within NATO.
As the name indicates, MCM-

" A snowy HMS Dumbarton
Castle with ships of MCM-
FORNORTH during the visit to
Riga, Latvia, on Operation
Open Spirit in October

FORNORTH looks after the mine
countermeasures needs of the
northern part of Europe, with
MCMFORSOUTH assuming that
role in the Mediterranean.

Along with the bigger ships of
STANAVFORLANTor SNFL the
Atlantic group of frigates and
destroyers, and the Mediterranean
version, STANAVFORMED or
SNFM. these forces area( 45 hours
notice to deploy for operations in
times of crisis, tension or war.
The activities of the Force are

directed by a small multinational
staff. This includes a Belgian MCM

specialist. Lt Cdr Yvo Yaenen, sup-
ported by UK personnel, including
Surg U Nick Martin. ('PC) Si

iliornlcy. ('RS Pods Podbury. ('Y
Gary Stevens. LSTD Mite Mackic
and LWIR Dave Britchford.

Dumbarton Castle herself pro-
sides other key members of the
small team - Staff Executive
Officer Lt Paul I)aly. Staff

Navigator Lt Lyndsay Netherwood
and Engineer Lt Pete Young are all

co-opted from the ship.
MUMFORNORTLI is a perma-

nent force, usually consisting of up
to seven MCM vessels and a com-
mand ship.

Formerly Standing Naval Force
Channel, since 1973 the group has

encompassed ships from Belgium.
Germany, the Netherlands, the
UK, and more recently, from
Denmark and Norway.
The newest addition to the team

has been the Polish unit - a first for
both Poland and for NATO.
The trendsetter for the former

Iron Curtain state was ORP Mewa,
a minehunter which ss	 stn lnI

the force in a ceremony at
Swinousjeie in October, in the pres-
ence of the Commander-in-('hiel
of the Polish Navy.
The ships of t he h rcc may 1w

classed as minor war vessels, hut
their importance is reflected in tilt.
amount of investment NA1C
navies put into their M(M opera-
tions.
NAl'O navies need to ensuri

they can deploy safely from homi.

ports, on passage U) opcratin
areas, and can gain access to ports
harbours, anchorages or ever
beaches.

The

threat from mines existt
in waters as deep as 30(
metres and extends to th
beach, with anti-invasior

mines just below the surface of th(
shallow water.

Deep-water mines may eontair
56(X)kg of high explosives, but ever

10kg in an anti-invasion mine couk
cause serious damage to a landint
craft.
The fate of the USS Tripoli am.

USS Princetown in the Gulf War o
1991, which were put out of servici.
for months by mines, indicates th

potential hazards faced in moderr
conflicts.
Modern mines use plastics ft

make them more difficult to detec

using sonar, and may have an in
built 'brain' which recognises a par
ticular type of ship which it ha,
been programmed to attack.

In such eases the mine will 1i
dormant as other ships or sub
marines pass by, and is only activat
ed by the unique acoustic or mag
netic signature of its intended vie
tim.

But there are also the relies o

bygone wars - the remnants of ok
minefields, or the ordnane
dumped on the seabed which couk
still prove a danger to modern ship
ping.

In NATO circles, the thinking i:

increasingly that a new generatioi
of remote underwater craft, work
ing autonomously from their con
trol ships, could he used to detee
mines with a view to avoiding then
in the short term, rather than clear
ing them immediately.
MCMFORNORTIt not onl'

provides a short-notice anti-mint

capability. but also acts as a test
bed for the evaluation of new tae
tics and procedures.

It also gives the various navie

" MCMFORNORTH visits St
Malo in northern France ir

July, when theships were oper
to visitors on the spectaculai
historic waterfront (left)

1

I'		 --







r

44
L	

" The distinctive twin-hulled minehunter Hinnoy, a Norwegian		 Pictures:minehunter, during her time with the MCMFORNORTH (above)		
CPO(PHOT) Bernie

" Sailors from various navies in MCMFORNORTH get together
for sightseeing while their ships are in La Coruña in Spain (left)	 Pettersen (NATO)
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art of the F0pcer
and sailors a chance to see what is
new in the field of mine counter-
measures. as new ship designs and

equipment are always being intro-
duced to the force.

For example, a recent member
of the force was the Norwegian
Oksøy-class minehunter I-linnøy.
commissioned in 1995. a distinctive
craft which uses an air cushion cre-ated by the interaction between the
two hulls of the ship.
A ship will usually he attached to

the Force for between four and six
months.

Since the UK took over the lead
in May. the Force has conducted
exercises and training with Flag
Officer Sea Training (FOST) in
I )evonport and out of Faslane. and

deployments have been made to
Spain. Portugal and the Baltic.

Operation Open Spirit took the
force to the has of Riga, where

shipping aries were cleared of
explosives left from the two world
wars and the ('old War era.

In this case. 13 nations (Belgium.
Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France. Germany. Latvia.
Lithuania, The Netherlands,
Poland, Rumania, Russia and
Sweden) under the direction of the
German Minesweeper Flotilla,
contributed ships, with MCM-
FORNORTU playing its part.

42 mines were destroyed, largely
the old buoyant contact mines from
World War 1 which were laid in

dense fields in the region. It is esti-
mated that up to Sl),(XXJ mines were
laid in the Baltic during the wars,
and the Soviets added to the prob-
lem 1w dumping bombs, torpedoes
and rockets in the post-war period.
M('MFORNORTII allows for

plenty (.it professional and social
interaction in locations as diverse
as sunny Lisbon in the summer to
the freezing Baltic states in the
winter.

Weather conditions from benign
to distinctly lumpy lest the skills of
the sailors, while 'crosspols'

-

exchanges of sailors between ships
-

help the various navies under-
stand a little more about the way
each conducts its business.

Training opportunities are also
grasped. Ironi the routine business
of rn i neii tinting to casualty-han-

dling. salvage and firelighting.
Among the ports visited by

Dumbarton Castle were Oostende.
Vigo, Porto. Falmouth. Glasgow.
Hamburg, Rostock. Riga. Helsinki,
Turku. (klvnia and Fredcrickshavn.
Denmark is due to take over

command of the Force in May.
" As Norm' News went to press
Royal Navy minchunter ElMS
Pembroke was due back in
Portsmouth after spending four
months in the Meeditcrranean with
MCMFORSOUTI-L See Navy
News Online for more details.

" Newsview - page 21

"Dutch Alkrnaar-class MCMVHNLMSMakkum lowers her remote
submersible into the water prior to detonation of a device during
Operation Open Spirit (above)

" A mine detonation erupts to the surface of the sea during
Operation Open Spirit (below). Such explosions can be spectacu-
lar - pictured right is a World War II Mk 25 surface mine contain-
ing 2SOkgs of TNT, detonated usinga 100kg mine disposal charge
The black dot (arrowed) is a one-metre long ship's fender, placed
on the surface over the mine to show its location.
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" HMS Dumbarton Castle
durng the visit by MCM-
FORNORTH to La Coruña dur-
ing the summer (above) Hunt-
classMCMVHMSLedburywas
also in the Force at the time,
andHMSWalneyhasalso been
attached to the group
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" Versatile Danish Flyvefisken-class patrol craft HDMS Hajen,
here in minehunter configuration, leads aline ofMCMFORNORTH
ships out of Riga. Polish minehunter ORP Mewa takes a wave
astern of Hajen.

I 4

" Polish sailors on ORP Mewa make the most of the snow
that MCMFN encountered during their visit to Riga during
Open Spirit by making a snowman gangway sentry.
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Battleship ideal
Royal Navy Dreadnoughts, as portrayed by W. L. Wyllie. A 1903 paper by
an Italian naval designer, Gen Vittorio Cuniberti entitled An Ideal Battleship
for the British Navy first gave the idea of all-big gun ships a public airing
when it was published in Fred T. Jane's All the World's Fighting Ships.
- From a new paperback edition of The History of the Ship (Conway

£19.99) by Richard Woodman
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Classic
history
reissued
in six
volumes
WILLIAM James' classic
six-volume The Naval
History of Great Britain
During the French
Revolutionary and
Napoleonic Wars, first
published in 1822-26, is
now reissued by
Conway Maritime Press.

Each volume, indexed
separately for the first
time, is available at £25
with a 20 per cent dis-
count for the full set.

James was a lawyer
by profession before
turning his hand to naval
history in reaction to
suspect accounts of the
'famous' victories of the
US Navy over RN ships
during the War of 1812.

Shop Online - www.navynews.co.uk Shop Online - www.navynews.co.uk

© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD
Reproduced with the permission of

the Controller HMSO
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Bruno Bear
At 16" tall, he wears a jumper
with the Royal Navy Ensign
embroidered on the front in
either Navy Blue or Cream.

Gift tube £2.00.

£24.95 inc p&p UK

£27.95 inc p&p O/S

Rufus Bear
Fully jointed, at 14" tall he
comes wearing either a Cream
or Navy Blue jumper with the
Royal Navy Ensign
embroidered on the front.

Gift tube £2.00.

£23.95 inc p&p UK

£26.95 inc p&p o/s

/'.
Monty Bear
Filled with beans and
measuring 167 He wears a
jumper in either Cream or
Navy Blue with the Royal
Navy Ensign embroidered on
the front.

Gift tube £2.00.

£24.95 inc p&p UK

£27.95 inc p&p O/S

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to:
The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in L Sterling and

drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4.

Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 28 days for delivery

Raising the Kursk
WEIGHING almost 24,000 tons underwater
- and lying 350ft below the surface of the
chilly Barents Sea - the massive Russian
submarine Kursk presented a formidable
challenge to the two Dutch companies
charged with bringing her to the surface
and back to dry dock.

Secured by hydraulic cylinders positioned on
either side, a remotely controlled cutting chain
severed the 65ft long damaged front section.
Divers then used high-pressure water jets to cut
holes through the outer and inner hulls along the
length of the submarine.

The Giant 4 barge, fitted with sophisticated
lifting equipment and with its hull modified to
hold the raised sub, was positioned above the
Kursk by eight lines anchored to the seabed (see

below). Once all holes had been cut, heavy duty
lifting cables were lowered from the barge and
anchored into the holes with specially designed
plugs. Once each plug was inserted, its arms
unfolded under the beams and the inner skin of
the submarine, anchoring the plug securely to
the structure. The lifting was then precisely con-
trolled, with the force on each bundle of cables
set individually to minimise the tension on the
Kursk's Hull.

The story is told in Lost Subs by Spencer
Dunmore (Perseus Press £24.99) and A Time to
Die by Robert Moore (Doubleday £10.99) - which
suggests that even after British and Norwegian
rescuers were summoned to the scene they
were fed constant misinformation, even over
which way to turn the valves on the escape
hatches.
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Bordeaux
raid told
from the
other side
THE NAME of Bill Sparks, who has just died at 80, will forever
be connected with the legendary Cockleshell Heroes raid
(Operation Frankton) on Bordeaux harbour in December 1942.

This costly (only two of the ten despite extensive inquiries, the
Commandos survived) and daring
operation caught the public's
imagination.

Bill escaped back to the UK and
lived to fight another day - and
now to tell his story in
Cockleshell Commando (Pen &
Sword Books £19.95), not to be
confused with his earlier and fuller
account of Frankton, Last of the
Cockleshell Heroes.

This new book also takes the
reader on operations in the
Aegean before the scene switches
to the Far East and the Malayan
Emergency, when he served in the
Malay Police.

He tells how he handled
"celebrity status" (Anthony
Newley played him in the film) and
as a bonus includes the fascinating
and thorough German report on
the Bordeaux raid which has never
been published in English before.

This provides a chilling insight
into the ruthlessness of the Nazi
regime. After interrogation with
"no methods barred' two of the
team, Mick Wallace and Jock
Ewart, who had been taken pris-
oner were shot against a wall in a
courtyard where they had been
imprisoned at the Chateau
Magnol. Their bodies were then
taken into woods and buried but,

location of their graves has never
been discovered.

Admiral Erich Racder, C-in-C
of the German Navy at the time of
Frankton, was reportedly outraged
by the executions

Said Bill: "Mick and Jock never
disclosed a thing under interroga-
tion; had they done so the raid
would certainly have failed.

"Without doubt I owe my life to
them. They were Mentioned in
Dispatches. They should have
been awarded VCs."

• COCKLESHELL HERO:
late Bill Sparks, DSM

The

TERENCE Cuneo's action-
packed painting of the assault
on Limbang by L Company, 42
Commando in 1962 is one of
many fine illustrations in the
pocket-sized A Short History of
the Royal Marines published by
the RM Historical Society at £6.

This includes a wide range
of appendices covering every-
thing from the Colours, tradi-
tions, memorable dates, music
and a comprehensive chronol-
gy of the 'Soldiers who served
at Sea' who turned into the
modern-day Commando force
which provides the manpower
for most of Britain's amphibi-
ous capability.

Most of the 100 photographs
come from the vast RM
Museum collection.

Address orders payable to
the RM Museum at Eastney,
Southsea, Hants PO4 9PX

Marines make history
PUBLISH

YOUR BOOK
with

Raby Books
We are currently seeking books in all categories.

Write for details to:
Raby Books (NN). The Coach House,

Eggleston Hall, Eggleston, Barnard Castle,
County Durham. DL12 OAG

Tel: 01833 650583 Fax: 01833 650681

DO YOU HAVE A
BOOK TO PUBLISH?

We are currently seeking books
in all categories.

Please write for details quoting reference 'S23' lo:

SERENDIPITY
Suite 530, 37 Store Street, Bloomsbury,

London. WC1E7QF
Telephone & Facsimile 0845 130 2434

COLOSSUS-CLASS
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1944-1972

By Neil McCart

R>r the first lime in one volume, here are the
listories of the eight light fleet aircraft carriers,

Colossus, Vengeance, Venerable, Glory, Ocean,
Theseus, Triumph and Warrior, from

commissioning to the end of their service with the Royal Navy. There are 140
photographs. Hardback with laminated dust jacket.
Price £24.00 plus p&p. ISBN 1 901225 06 2
Also Still Available in Hardback:
HMS HKRMKS 1923 & 1959 £24.00 + P&P
HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN'S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + P&P
HMS KACLK 1942-1978 £1X.95 + P&P
HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.00 + P&P
HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 £16.95 + P&P
THREE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 £23.00 + P&P
TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 £21.50 + P&P
ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P
Please add £2.50 p&p for the UK & RU or £4.50 for worldwide surface mail. Payment
hy sterling cheque, postal order, or hy VISA/MASTKRCARI). Tclcphone/l<ax/Hmail onjers welcomed.

Front KAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans Lane, Cheltenham, Olos GL51 9QA.
I , - l : 1 .n 01242 5X0290 / limail: ordcrsCAfan-puhlications.il2.eorn or order from good bookshops.

NAVAL AND MARITIME
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD
LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1)

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Frank Smith Maritime Books,

98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle
Upon Tync, NE6 5HL.

Telephone: 0191 2656333

GET YOUR
BOOK PUBLISHED

Have you or your family a story you
wish to share? l.cl HDP produce it.

Our specialist publishing service wil l
ensure the highest professional standards.
Contact us Tor Timber information or send us your manuscript.

Bernard Durnford Publishing
The Old Museum, Bramber, West Sussex,

UN 44 3WK. United Kingdom
Tel: 01903 816677 Kax: 01903816655

BOOKS (plea.se add £2.00 for UK p&p)

U-Boals Destroyed - R M Grant, E14.99 ISBN 1904381006

VIDKOS

I -Boat Intelligence - R M (Irani. £ 14.99 ISBN 1904381014
A Submariner's Story - J Blarney, £17.99 ISBN 1904381022
RaidcnoflheDeep-LThonas, £14.99 ISBN 1904381030
Knrydopaedia or British Submarines - P Akermann,

£21.99 ISBN I9IM38I057
The Life of a QShip Captain. (; Campbell VC,

£14.99 ISBN 1904381065
My Mystery Ships - G Campbell VC,

£14.99 ISBN 1904381073
The German Submarine War - Gibson & 1 ' i n n l , i : • . > • i

£19.99 ISBN I ' K I I i x l l l S i
last Patrols-Innes McCartney, £24.99 ISBN 1904381049

Buy securely online at: www.pcri.scopepublishing.com
33 Barwts Terrace, Penance, Cornwall TRIK 2AW Tel: 01736 330769

"Mystery of
HMS Affray",

"Wrecks of the
Battle of Jutland",

"U-Boal Wrecks
ofWW2",

"Wrecks of
Operation Deadlight"

"Tilanic's sister
IIMHS Britannic"
-£14.99 per title

+ £2 UK p&p

w w w . g a n g c s w o r l d . c o m
"HMS. GANGES (The final
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday
/surprise present. Documentary
includes all aspects of GANGES
before demolition. One tear-jerking
hour of nostalgia, produced
by JOHN DOUGLAS author
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my
dozen!) & H.M.S GANGES (Tales
of the T.R.O.G.'S.) S.A.E. details
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth.
Cornwall TR16 6NX

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established
professional service locating out
of print titles on all
subjects. No obligation or SAE
required. Contact: Mosslaird,
Brig O' Turk, Callander, FK17 8HT
Telephone/Fax: (01877) 376377
m a r t i n @ h p - b o o k f i n d e r s . c o . u k

This Month's Book Bargains
KRIEGSMARINE - The Illustrated History of the
German Navy in WWII (Jackson).

Was £22.50 Now £12.50
ROLL ON THE RODNEY - (Phillipson) Life on the
lower deck. Was £18.45 Now £8.50
LEWIN OF GREENWICH (Hill) Life & Career of
LordLewin. Was £28.00 Now £18.00
THE GREAT GAMBLE (Pope) Nelson at

Copenhagen. Was £28.00 Now £18.00

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE
UK POSTAGE

MARITIME BOOKS
Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL

Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747
Send for a catalogue or see our website at

www.navybooks.com

COLLECTOR OF
ROYAL NAVY BELLS,

CRESTS, ETC-
WISHES TO CONVERSE/MEET

WITH OTHER COLLECTORS

Thomas Kerrigan,
12 Summerhill North,
St Lukes, Cork IRL

.00 353 214501573,

The Navy In The News
&

More Navy In The News
By Jim Allaway

Editor of Navy News
To order tel:

02392 826040
or buy online at

www.navynews.co.uk
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THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES
MAW NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the January headlines of past decades..

Deaths

• Wearing her own special submarine-sized garland, HMS Odin sets off from the Hawaiian haven of Pearl Harbour

4O years ago 30 years ago 20 years ago
THE FIRST of the Navy's nuclear-
powered submarines HMS Dreadnought
began her seagoing trials.

The £20 million vessel set out into the
sea at Morecambe Bay for 24 hours to
carry out machinery and manoeuvrability
trials, but not submerging.

With her full complement of 88 on
board, and an extra 20 scientists and
experts to fill up any spare space, in her
first trials Dreadnought performed well
in difficult conditions and notched up
higher speeds than expected.

THE BALMY South Seas gave submarine
HMS Odin a goodbye to remember at the
end of their visit to Pearl Harbour in
Hawaii.

Hula-hula girls in grass skirts and flow-
ers waved the submarine off to her duty
station at Sydney in Australia.

Not to be outdone, Odin wore her very
own submarine-sized flower garland as a
mark of respect to their congenial hosts.

This was not the only idyllic stop for the
submariners, as the South Pacific island
of Tonga had welcomed them earlier.

THE LATEST in the line of nuclear-
powered hunter-killer submarines, HMS
Turbulent took to the waters for the first
time at her launch at Barrow-in-Furness.

Lady Cassidi, wife of the then
Commander-in-Chief Naval Home
Command Adm Sir Desmond Cassidi
sent the 4,500-ton boat down the slipway.

Sister boat HMS Trafalgar had at the
same time just started to be put through
her paces on her contractor's sea trials.

Both submarines were built by Vickers
Shipbuilding Ltd.
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Your copy is delivered to your
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Appointments
His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales to be promoted
Vice Admiral on 14 Nov 02.

Acting Cdr M.J.D. Beardall to
HMS Cardiff as CO on 3 Jun 03.

Lt Cdr R.A. Wiltcher to UK
Support Unit Southlant as CO on
25 Mar 03.

Cdre J.R. Fanshawe to Fleet
Waterfront Organisation
Devonport as Commodore
Devonport Flotilla on 12 Dec 02.

Cdre R.D. Leaman to UK
Maritime Battle Staff (UKMAR-
BATSTAFF) as Commander UK
Task Group on 7 Jan 03.

Cdre A.J. Rix to Directorate
General Corporate
Communications as Director
Corporate Communications
(Navy) on 7 Jan 03.

Capt S.C. Martin to Sultan
Admiralty Interview Board as
Board President on 7 Jan 03.

Lt Col T.P.W. Middleton to
539 Assault Squadron RM as CO
on 2 May 03.

Lt Cdr P.A.E. Brown to HMS
Grimsby as CO on 28 Nov 02.

Lt S.M. Armstrong to HMS
Archer as CO on 15 Apr 03.

Capt S.B. Charlier to HMS
Cornwall as CO on 5 Dec 02,

Cdr M.C. Cree to HMS
Gloucester as CO on 21 Jan 03.

Cdr P.W. McDonnel to HMS
Vigilant (Port) as CO on 17 Dec
02.

Cdr G.A. Newton to HMS
Vigilant (Port) as CO on 11 Feb
03.

Lt Cdr D.H. Wilkinson to HMS
Cattistock as CO on 15 Apr 03.

Swap drafts
LSA Alexander. Contact and draft: HMS

Gloucester, 9375 54959. Will consider; any
Portsmouth ship-draft.

Ratings seeking to swap drafts
must meet the requirements of
BR14, article 0506. tn particular,
they should be on or due the same
kind of service - sea or shore; have
time to serve in their current draft;
be the same rate; and be of similar
experience. All applications must be
made on Form C240 to NDD,
Centurion Building.

POAEA(R) Charles Ramsden. HMS
Campbeltown Flight. November 15.

Lt Cdr C.A. Crumplin. HMS Cullingwood.
November 24.

Lt Paul McAulay. Aged 27, November 28.
Lt Cdr M.R. 'Jack' London. Aircraft

accident. December 5.

Marine Bill Sparks DSM. Last of the
Cockleshell heroes that paddled canoes
through German defences to attack merchant
ships at Bordeaux. Joined RMs aged 17 and
served in Renown (Malta convoys) before
joining Boom Patrol Detachment with
Operation Franktpn in Bordeaux and also
operations in Mediterranean and the Aegean.
Retired in 1946. Aged 80, November 30. See
book review on page 25.

Dr Chris Howard Bailey. Internationally
respected academic, oral historian and
author. Joined the Royal Naval Museum,
Portsmouth, in 1991, latterly Keeper of
Collections and Director of Publications. Aged
52, December 5.

Major Genera) E.G. Derek Pounds.
Commanding general, Royal Marine
Commando Forces 1973-76. Initially saw ser-
vice in Kent and Berwick (Russian convoys)
in WWII; 45 Cdo (Hong Kong, North Africa,
Haifa); 41 (Independent) Cdo in Korea in
1950 (US Bronze Star); 45 Cdo as a captain
in 1952 and mentioned in dispatches in 1956
(Cyprus); also involved in attempt to recover
Suez Canal; next with 42 Cdo in Bulwark in
defence of Kuwait in 1961; 2iC then CO of 40
Cdo in jungle operations in Borneo; returned
to UK in 1967 as CO of 43 Cdo; retired as
major general in 1976 and appointed CB.
Aged 80, November 7.

Lt Cdr Desmond Dickens RNR.
Merchant seafarer who took part in Operation
Pedestal from Malta, originally in cargo liner
Dorset then on American oiler Ohio where he
helped to man the armament. Rose to captain
in New Zealand Shipping Company. Retired
from RNR in 1962. Aged 78. October 23.

Lt Cdr John Hoggard. Joined RN at out-
break of WWII and served as navigator in
Voltaire before being sunk off Spain in 1941.
Made three escapes from captivity until final-
ly being sent to Colditz Castle. On release in
1945, posted to Newfoundland in Far East
and while visiting Australia, invited to take
part in first Sydney-Hobart yacht race. Left
service in 1947. Chairman of Colditz
Association in last years. Aged 82.

Sir John Nightingale. Chief constable
and police reformer who served with the RN
as an anti-submarine officer during WWII.
Aged 89, October 1.

Isaac 'Ike' Cruickshank. Served 1956-
66. Aircraft Handlers Association. November.

Lt Cdr Robert William Meade Walsh.
Served with Squadrons 142 (Eastbourne),
111 (Drem during Battle of Britain), 805
(Western Desert), 885 (3 Wing at Lee-on-
Solent). In 1945 became CO of 1831
Squadron. Post war, served at
Lossiemouthm, Lee-on-Solent, HMS
Vengeance and Theseus. Retired from ser-
vice 1958. Aged 86, October 31.

William John Bell Tipping. PO Seaman
Served 1931-1955. Ships include HMS
Foresight. Aged 87, October 16.

Douglas Hague. AB. HMS Peacock
Association. Ships include Raleigh, Anson, St
Angelo (Greece), Peacock, Victory,
Gossamer. Aged 74, September 25.

Stewart Cockell. AB. HMS Peacock
Association. Ships include Raleigh, Peacock.
Aged 72, November 15.

Ted 'Stanley' Mathews. AB. HMS
Peacock Association. Ships include
Montclare, Victorious, Peacock, Raleigh,
Victory. Aged 72, November 10.

Dryden Gallimore. Stoker. Served in
minesweepers during WWII. Ships include
Bonaventure, Highflyer, Bambara and
Duncansby Head. Aged 75, October 17.

C.L. 'Geordie' Grossman DSM. CPO
Coxn. Submariners Association, Sunderland.
Served in submarines 1940-67 in Otus,
Osiris, Sleuth, Sturdy, Saga, Talent, Taciturn,
Shalimar, Tabard, Tudor. Aged 81.

C. 'Charlie' Fletcher. AB. Submariners
Association, Morecambe Bay. Submarines
served in Otway, H43, H44, P39 and
Turbulent. Aged 83.

L.R. 'Roy' Mouland. ERAS. Submariners
Association, Merseyside. Served in sub-
marines 1940-46 in L26, P511, Supreme,
Tantalus, Tabard, Ambush. Aged 81.

T. 'Danny' Mulgrew. Stoker PO
Submariners Association, South Yorkshire.
Submarines served in: Sealion, Tradewind,
Seascout. Aged 91.

G.C. 'George' Philpott. EM1.
Submariners Association, Morecambe Bay.
Submarines served in Andrew, Auriga,
Tactician, Sea Devil. Aged 71.

A. 'Tony' Ross. CPO Elec. Submariners
Association, South Yorkshire. Served in sub-
marines 1968-88 in Warspite, Sovereign,
Spartan, Superb. Aged 55.

B.W. 'Brian' Smith. POME. Submariners
Association, Essex. Served in submarines
1948-60 in Tally-Ho, Tabard, Trespasser,
Sanguine, Teredo, Talent. Aged 72.

L. 'Larry' Stannard. Sig TO. Submariners
Association, SE Kent. Served in submarines
1941 -46 in Surcouf, Parthian, Unsparing,
Torbay, Volatile, Trespasser. Aged 79.

Cyril Wilson. CCY (CYS). Served 1938-
61. Chairman HMS Kelly Association, Kenya
(Korean War) and Lascaris Malta Association.
Aged 81, November 23.

Keith Adams. AB. Served in Triumph,
Corunna (1950/53). 4th Destroyer Squadron
Association. Aged 72, November 1.

Jim Fox. Served in Tartar, Somali,
Punjabi. Served in convoys Atlantic, Russian
and D Day Invasion. Tribal Class Destroyers
Association.

George Mays, Served in Berwick on
Russian Convoys and the destruction of
German Pocket Battleship Scharnhorst.
Tribal Class Destroyers Association.

M.R. Parkin. AB. HMS Cossack 1945-47.
Cossack Association and 8th Destroyer
Association.

G.T. Atkins. RM. HMS Ajax and River
Plate Veterans Assocation. Served in Ajax
1947-48. November 13.

Geoff Woodhouse. Algerines
Association. Served in Mameluke, Melita.
July 1.

Cyril Jeffs. Algerines Association. Served
in Chameleon. September 14.

Martin B. James. Algerines Association.
Served in Truelove. October 6.

Sir John E. Willison. Algcrines
Association. Served in Sylvia. October 20.

Harry Bann. Algerines Association.
Served in Hellisay. November 14.

Mark Hunt. CCY. Joined at Ganges 1938.
Served in Renown and other ships (WWtl),
Ladybird and Tyne (Korean War), aircraft car-
riers as FOAC staff (Suez crisis) and ships
include Vanguard, Kranji and Loch Quoich.
Retired 1962. Renown and Ladybird
Associations. Aged 80, November 18.

S.l. Taff* Thaw. Mechanician. Joined RN
in 1961 and served in Albion, Reclaim and
Forth before MQC at Sultan 1968-70, Blake,
Lincoln, Brighton, Plymouth, Neptune and
Naval Party 1810 on Stena Seaspread during
Falklands Conflict. Aged 59. November 14.

Jack Baldwin. Served in Birmingham,
Dolphin, Redpole, Bellerophon, Myngs,
Vernon, Tiptoe and Thermopylae. HMS Bruce
Association. Aged 70, December 1.

John Luxton. Served in both WWI and
WWII. Saw action against Russian
Bolsheviks, in Palestine and against Chinese
High Sea pirates. Ships include Endymion,
Monarch, Sturdy and Durban, Aged 101,
November 20.

Jack Hildreth. PO. Served in WWII in
Cullin Sound and Caicos. Aged 82.
November 25.

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS

Lt W.J. Botting RNVR. Served: Venture.
Lt Cdr E.C. Chiids. Served: President,

Drake, Terror, Bermuda, Mercury 11,
Indefatigable, Victory and Tamar.

Lt Cdr R.A. Girgis VRD RNVR.
Cdr L. Gowlland. Served: Ark Royal,

Vernon, Crail, Frobisher, Birmingham, Fairy,
Bath and Tamar.

Cdr A.C.W. Jones DSC. Served: Saker,
President, Drake, Centaur and Vernon

Lt Cdr D.G.T. Lane. Served: Tiptoe, St
Angelo, Token and Medway.

Third Officer C.M. Metiers WRNS.
Cdr R.A.P. Mountfield DSC. Served:

Adventure, Excellent, Belfast, Woolwich, St
Vincent, Mercury 11 and Drake.

Capt M.W. Peters. Served: Malaya,
Jackdaw, Glory, President, Fulmar, Eagle,
Seahawk and Daedalus.

Lt Cdr A.M. Ralph. Served: Excellent,
Nigeria, Mercury, Terror, Adamant, Tyne and
Nato.

Cdr J.G. Wemyss. Served: Swiflsure,
Drake, Plover, Crossbow, Reclaim. President,
Whitby, Lochinvar, Osprey and Neptune.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

Jim Gorham. Harwich, founder and pres-
ident. Served in Starwort as a Stoker and also
London. Flower Class Corvette Association.
November 12.

George Arthur Ludbrook. Sudbury,
Halstead and Hedingham. Served V and W
Destroyers. Aged 78.

Robert 'Darby' Allen. Londonderry.
Served in Royal Arthur, Raleigh, Drake,
Unicorn, Sea Eagle, Termagant, Ark Royal
and Falcon. November 5.

Lawson French. Skipton and District.
Served as Telegraphist in no.9 Mess in HMS
Vesper (1943-45) and in 1990s was chairman
of HMS Vesper Association. November 23.

Connie Hirst. Trafford, associate.
October.

Derek Kemp. Loughton, founder, former
vice chairman and standard bearer. Veteran
of Russian convoys in HMS St Kitts. October.

James Bracegirdle. Rochdale. Served in
Newfoundland, Raleigh (training). Aged 76.

Raymond Grindrod. Rochdale. Served in
Illustrious, Implacable. Aged 74.

Douglas Suddaby. OA PO. Rochdale.
Served in Newcastle, Implacable, Russian
Convoys. Aged 83.

H.A. 'Bert' Bircher. PO Cook.
Chelmsford, past hon. secretary of the
Russian Convoy Association (East Anglia).
Served 1941-46. Ships included Porcupine,
Kent and Anson. Aged 80.

Joe Dacey. CPO. Crawley, life member
and former branch secretary. Last ship HMS
Bellona. Aged 80.

John 'Jack' Dovey. Ludlow and district,
vice chairman. Served 1940-45, ships includ-
ed Venus, Wizard, Kempenfelt. Aged 80,
November 13.

William Morris. Runcom, associate. Aged
71.

Ken Hawkins. Cardiff. Russian Convoy
Club. Aged 87, November 26.

J. Lansdown. Birkenhead, associate.
September.

T. Birkett. Birkenhead, associate.
November.

Ted Wolf. CPO. Uxbridge. Served 1936-
49 in Warspire and landing craft. Recalled for
Korea.

Ken Titley. AB. Welshpool, founder and
life member. Served 1940-47 and 1950-52
(Korea). Ships included Ark Royal (survivor),
Victory (Barracks), Swale, Excellent, Nelson
and Warrior. Also member of Burma Star,
Normandy Veterans and River Class
Associations. Aged 80, September 23.

Stuart M. Cockell. Wakefield. Founder
member of HMS Peacock Association,
served 1946-48. Life-long supporter of Sea
Cadet Corps. After RN service returned to
Wakefield Sea Cadets as civilian instructor to
Lt Cdr (1961) and president (1995).
November.

Sports lottery
2 Nov 02: £5,000 - LMEM J. Steel, HMS

Sultan; £1,500 - MNE S. Quinn, 42 Cdo
RM; £500 - WWTR C. Cooper, HMS
Neptune.

9 Nov 02: £5,000 - MUSN D. Davies,
RM Band Portsmouth; £1,500 - Capt D.
Hunt RM, 846 NAS; £500 - MNE R. Morris,
42 Cdo RM.

16 Nov 02: £5,000 - LOM(C) M.
Gower, HMS Chiddingfold; £1,500 -
CPOAEA P. Fairbank, 848 NAS; £500 -
POSA D. May, HMS Glasgow

23 Nov 02: £5,000 - OM R. Smith,
HMS Raleigh; £1,500 - POSA A. Allen,
RNLO Cyprus; £500 - OM N. Browne,
HMS Leeds Castle.

30 Nov 02: £5,000 - OM(UW) F.
Pugliano, HMS Southampton; £1,500 -
CPOMEA S. Mills, NEFI; £500 - LS(SR) P.
Glover, Naval Party 1016.

For more information on the RN & RM I
Sports Lottery, call 023 9272 3806. I

Operational Honours
Operational honours 2002: QCVS - WO(AH) Peter J. Healy

(Submissions for the next edition of Navy News ~\
must be received before: January 10 J
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THE BAY. ROCK AND TOWN OF
G I B R A L T A R ,

LATEST print from the United
Kingdom Hydrographic Offi-
ce's Admiralty Collection
shows a Plan of the Bay, Rock
and Town of Gibraltar in 1782.

Drawn from a survey by an
officer who was at Gibraltar
from 1769 to 1775, the original
chart was engraved and pub-
lished by William Faden in
January 1783.

It shows the works, batteries
and encampment of the
Spanish Army on October 19
1782 and the position of the
Combined Fleet and the attack
by the battering ships on
September 13 that year.The
attack saw all ten of the
Spanish ships destroyed.
Seamen from HMS Brilliant
reinforced the garrison.

The print can be obtained for
£15 by mail order from The Sea
Chest Nautical Book Shop,
Queen Anne's Battery Marina,
Plymouth, Devon, PL4 OLP. Tel
01752 222012 or on-line at
www.seachest.co.uk

The original document is
held in the archives of the UK
Hydrographic Office at Taun-
ton, publisher of Admiralty
charts used by the Royal Navy.

• Today's Gibraltar Squad-
ron special feature next month

avy
News
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A: Club Tie
Traditional design. Ensigns
on a Navy background
separated by diagonal
red & white stripes. 1
00% Polyester.

B: Casual Tie
White Ensigns cascading
against a Navy Blue
background.
Polyester and Silk.

C & D: Crown
Tie
Available in Navy & Red or
Navy and Green with Gold
Crowns. 100% Polyester.

E: Crown &
Anchor Tie
Navy Blue, Red & Gold with
Gold Crowns and Anchors.
100% Polyester.

Tie Prices
FullTie

£12.25 incp&p UK

£13.50incp&pO/S

Clip On

£12.25 incp&p UK

£13.50 inc p&pO/S

© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD
Reproduced with the permission of

the Controller HMSO

Baseball Cap
Fabric size adjuster with brass buckle and grommet.

100% brushed Cotton. Royal Navy embroidered Ensign
on front with Royal Navy Ensign on back. Available in
Navy with either Red or White writing.

£9.50 inc p&p UK £11.00 inc p&p O/S

Classic Rugby Shirt
Short sleeve with traditional collar.
Side vents

Twin needle hems and taped
shoulders. 100% ring spun cotton.

Available in Red and Navy or
White and Navy.

Embroidered Royal Navy Ensign.

Sizes: Small 32/34
Medium 36
Large 38/40
X Large 42/44

£32.00 inc p&p UK

£36.00 inc p&p o/s

XX Large 46/48

£36.00 inc p&p UK

£41.00 inc p&p O/S

Blazer Button Set
Full set of men's blazer
buttons with Gold plated
Royal Navy Crown under
translucent blue enamel.

Supplied in a beautiful
presentation box.

£25.95 inc p&p UK

£28.50 inc p&p o/s

Classic Polo Shirt
Short sleeve contrasting tipping detail on collar and
cuffs, stand up collar. Side vents. 100% Cotton.

Available in Navy with Red tips or Navy with White
tips with Royal Navy Ensign.

Sizes: Small 34
Medium 38
Large 40
X Large 44

£24.95 inc p&p UK
£28.45 inc p&p o/s

XX Large 48

£27.95 inc p&p UK

£31.45 inc p&p O/S

Cufflinks
Gold plated Royal Navy
Crown under translucent
blue enamel. Supplied in
a presentation box.

£17.95 inc p&p UK £19.50 inc p&p O/S

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH - Please see P32 for order form
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Royal Naval Association
Generations honour a hero

• Flowers are placed on the grave of Walter Burke, one of the heroes of Trafalgar at All Saints
Church, Wouldham in Kent.

MEMBERS of the West Mailing
branch and local schoolchildren
bridge the generation gap once a
year when they get together for a
ceremony honouring the memory
of Walter Burke, one of the heroes
of Trafalgar.

Burke was purser aboard the
Victory, in whose arms Nelson
died during the battle, and he is
buried in the grounds of All Saints
Church at Wouldham in Kent.

Gala dinner for
anniversary

A GALA dinner was the choice of
members to mark the 21st anniver-
sary of the Bodmin branch.

The coming of age party was
held in the Wcstbcrry Motel, and
the guest of honour for the occa-
sion was the Commodore of the
Royal Navy's init ial entry training
establishment HMS Raleigh, Cdre
Laurie Brokcnshire.

The occasion was attended by
the Life Vice President of No 4
Area, S/M Vcra Bell, who pro-
posed the toast to the Association.

Naval Quirks
OLIVER CROMWELL PIP
WONPERS FOR THE

, NAVV..
rSft^^^.

.. BUT SUCCESSIVE
MONARCHS HAVE ALL
REFUSEP 70 NAME

A MAITOR WARSHIP
AFTCftHIM.

I NAME THIS SHIP
ANYTHING BUT THE

WOULD YOU FORGIVE
A MAN WHO HAP

BEHEAPEP OHE OF
YOUR RELATIVES ?

COURSE.'-YOU'VE
NOT SEEN MY

RELATIVES HAVE YOU?..

DIARY DATE
2003

RUGBY UNION
ARMY

VERSUS

ROYAL NAVY
AT TWICKENHAM

SATURDAY 3 MAY 2003
KICK OFF 1500
TICKET OFFICE
RNRU, HMS TEMERAIRE,

BURNABY RD, PORTSMOUTH PO1 2HB

BOOKINGS TAKEN
FROM 6 JANUARY 2003
HOTLINE 0870 4446633

Why not use this event for your Association Reunion

Freighter
victims
recalled
AFTER the fall of Hong Kong,
British PoWs were rounded up
for transport to Japan in the
Lisbon Maru, a freighter of
7,000 tons.

In contravention of the
Geneva Convention, the ship
had no marking.

Below deck, confined in
appalling conditions, were
1,816 prisoners, many with
dysentery. There was little
water, few latrines, and very
little room.

In early October 1942, as
the ship was heading to
Japan, she was torpedoed by
an American submarine. More
than 830 prisoners died in the
incident, among them AB
Ernest Bickmore and CPO
Frederick Johnson.

On the 60th anniversary of
the sinking of the Lisbon
Maru, the relatives of the two
men met for the first time at a
memorial service, arranged
for them by the Chatham
branch, at the request of the
brother of AB Bickmore.

The service was held at the
Naval War Memorial at the
Great Lines, Gillingham, con-
ducted by branch chaplain
Rev David Preston.

The branch standard was
carried by S/M Don Richie,
and Whitstable SCC provided
bugler PO Mark Wilkins.

Roughly 50 members of the
Bickmpre and Johnson fami-
lies, with members of the
branch, attended the service -
the first opportunity they had
had in 60 years to formally
mourn their loved ones and
lay wreaths.

The Bickmore relatives
included five brothers and a
brother-in-law, who served in
the Forces during and after
the war. Relatives of CPO
Johnson included his son,
Frederick, who was only five
years old when he lost his
father.

Flowers have been placed on the
grave of Walter Burke for more
than a century, but when West
Mailing branch started honouring
his memory more than ten years
ago, local schoolchildren began
taking part in the ceremony every
Trafalgar Day.

The children respond enthusias-
tically, bringing their own floral
tributes to place on the grave.

Once these arc in position, the

vicar reads Nelson's prayer, the
branch standard is dipped and the
Last Post is sounded.

Afterwards, all gather in the
church where scenes from Nelson's
navy are re-enacted by the chil-
dren.

Then it is off to the schoolhousc
for tea and tiffers, and the presen-
tation of some Trafalgar memora-
bilia by the branch, rounding off a
memorable day for all concerned.

Regalia is
restored
to Harare
"YOU MAKE us proud to
be members of the RNA,"
writes S/M Basil Barren,
skipper of the Harare
branch, in a letter express-
ing "heartfelt" thanks to
branches in the UK for
their "incredible support"
to their less-fortunate ship-
mates.

Thanks to this support, the
regalia and items lost when their
venue was invaded dur ing
Zimbabwe's presidential election -
as reported in Navy News in July -
have been replaced.

Basil also expressed his grati-
tude in having RNA subs to head-
quarters catered for over the next
three years.

This means a great deal to mem-
bers, he states, the majority of who
are pensioners. With the
Zimbabwe dollar at an all-time low
and inflation high, there is no way
they could raise funds to remit to

the UK.
Elaborating further, Basil said:

"At Independence our dollar was
on a par with the pound sterling.

"You can imagine what it is like
today to have to fork out what was
£500 for bread and milk for a day -
if you can find a shop that has any.
Now the rate of exchange is
around 2,400:1 and getting worse."

Despite inflation, food short-
ages and the loss of members, who
have left the country, the branch
keeps the flag flying, and recently
installed one Associate Member.

They also welcomed the secre-
tary of Sidcup branch during his
visit to Zimbabwe.

S/M Barron concludes his letter
of thanks with the cheerful news
that members managed to cele-
brate Trafalgar Day and the 26th
anniversary of the branch.

They also took part in a
Remembrance parade at the
Cenotaph, in Harare gardens, with
representatives of Australia,
Canada, France, the United States
and Britain.

...ALWAYS NAVYONCE NAVY....

rving*a"ffiJ?P!eterans; 4SO b"~*\Vith-over 3Suuurnem
world wide; the Royal Naval Association is the Roval Na
'Club tor life'. £

If you want more infonriation, contact your local branch at:

or RNA HO_at: 82 C
n,SW3 5QJ

www.roval-naval-association.co.uk

• This is the second poster in the RNA's latest poster campaign,
featuring aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal. The campaign seeks to
drive home the message that the Royal Navy is a 'club for life'.
Each poster has details of how to contact RNA Headquarters, and
features a blank space for individual branches to insert their own
details.
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Roval Naval Association
Trafalgar
painting
for Stan
THE TRADITIONAL Trafalgar
Day celebration coinciding with
the Merthyr Tydfil branch
President's Night Dinner and
Dance took place at Merthyr
Tydfil Rugby Club.

Among the guests at a large
attendance were the retiring
President, S/M Stan Thomas, the
Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr Alan
and Mrs Sheila Davis, and the
branch President elect, S/M David
Lewis and his wife Joan.

Stan, who was president from
1988 un t i l last year, was presented
with one of Turner's famous por-
traits, 'Victory at Trafalgar', in
recognition of his dedication and
support to the branch.

Stan and David were also pre-
sented with RNA Life certificates,
membership and badges.

Rallying call
AT THE latest St Matthew's Fair,
first held in 1266 and resurrected
in 1976, the Liskcard Town Crier,
S/M Frank Beer, a stalwart mem-
ber of the Liskeard branch, invit-
ed fellow town criers to sample the
wares of the RNA stall.

Despite some smooth talking
the town criers were not ready to
be recruited, but the stall raised
£182 for branch funds.

Swiss shipmates seek
a branch of their own

SHIPMATES in Switzerland
were delighted to be able to
watch a performance by the
Royal Marines Band
Plymouth, in their adopted
home country.

But the 30 or so members were
unable to lay on a Swiss branch
welcome - as they have not yet got
enough members to just i fy fu l l
branch status.

S/M Eric Jackson explained that
all members in Switzerland are in
the RNA HQ branch in Chelsea -
and arc hoping that another 20 or
so members will come forward

across the cantons to enable a
Swiss branch to be commissioned.

Eric can be contacted by
phone/fax on 022 341 1309.

The Royal Marines Band, under
the direction of Maj Mills, was per-
forming at the Aventicum Musical
Parade in the Roman Arena in
Avcnchcs, and Eric says that
despite a storm one evening, the
locals showed a great deal of
appreciation for the Royals.

In the audience was a group
from the RNA, the RAFA and the
Royal British Legion, as well as the
British Consul General and his
wife, Ian and Betty Crees.

PROs meet up with Pam

£50 PRIZE PUZZLE • Eric Jackson and former
WRN Ritchie Pannetti join the
Royal Marines Band Plymouth
at the Aventicum Musical
Parade in Switzerland

AREA public relations officers
had their first chance to meet the
new head of RNA PR, Pam Healy,
at their regular meeting at head-
quarters in London.

Pam, a lieutenant commander in
the Royal Naval Reserve, takes
over as Head of Communications
and PR this month.

Also present were the outgoing
General Secretary, Capt Bob
McQueen, and his successor

Commodore Barry Leighton.
Both men spoke of the need for

an effective PR strategy to help
counter the steady fall in numbers.

Area representatives were
briefed on forthcoming PR high-
lights, including the Making Waves
TV scries, the Internat ional
Festival of the Sea in Edinburgh.
and the build-up to the 20()th
anniversary of the Battle of
Trafalgar in 2005.

Canals are
on agenda
THE CURATOR of the Inland
Waterways Museum, Tony
Condor, and his wife were guests
of honour at the Gloucester
branch Trafalgar Dinner.

Thanks to Mr Condor, mem-
bers are now better informed
about the history of the inland
waterways and how canals and
bargees assisted the Royal Navy
through the ages, including World
War II.

Following dinner, life member-
ships were presented to branch
president S/M Alt' Finch and for-
mer chairman S/M Stan Joiner in
recognition of long, loyal service.

For services rendered to the
club and the branch over many
years, a tankard was presented to
S/M Tid Ferris as a special award.

Piped aboard
CHAIRMAN S/M Peter Newton
was piped aboard on being invited
wi th members of Worthing
branch to inspect the ceremonial
guard and divisions of TS
Vanguard.

After Stand Easy they were
invited to the main deck to witness
a display by the new TS Vanguard
Band, directed by Lt Claire Hunt.

Before leaving, S/M Newton
praised the work being done by
the Sea Cadet Corps and to
cement relations with the branch a
£200 cheque was presented by
branch vice president S/M ray
Healing to Sylvia Simmonds, chair-
man of IS Vanguard.

• The Commanding Officer of HMS Portland, Cdr Richard
Thomas, meets members of Portland branch after the annual
branch Remembrance service

Portland CO
visits Portland

The mystery ship in our
November edition was HMS
Vigilant.

The winner of the £50 prize
for identifying her was K.
Jenkins of Swansea.

Can you name this subma-
rine, which like our September
competition has a
Shakespearean connection?

The correct answer wins
another £50.

Complete the coupon and send it to
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Coupons giving
correct answers will go into a prize draw
to establish a winner.

Closing date for entries is February 7,
2003. More than one entry can be submit-
ted, but photocopies cannot be accepted.
Do not include anything else in your enve-
lope: no correspondence can be entered
into and no entry returned.

The winner will be announced in our
March edition. The competition is not
open to Navy News employees or their
families.

MYSTERY PICTURE 95

Name .

Address

My answer

UNDER marching orders from
S/M C.H. Thompson, the parade
marshal, 45 members of the
Portland branch paraded to
Portland Cenotaph, with standard
carried by S/M Ben Cartwright, tor
the Remembrance Day service.

The service was attended by the
Captain of HMS Portland, Cdr
Richard Thomas, Lt Matt Feeney,
WRN Clare Maidmcnt and OM
Graham Walker.

A wreath was laid on behalf of

Farewell, Bob
ON A farewell visit to Han-
worth branch, General Sec-
retary Capt Bob McQueen was
paid a warm tribute for his
work during his term of office
by branch president Capt Peter
Names, and wished many
happy years of retirement.

His successor, Cdre Barry
Leighton, takes over this
month.

Founder link
A £500 CHEQUE was presented
by the Llanelli branch to the
Mayor for his hospice appeal, fol-
lowing an enjoyable Trafalgar
Dinner attended by 51 members
and guests.

Present also was the son of one
of the branch founder members,
S/M David Matthias, ex-Lt
Gunnery Officer, now Lt Col
(Army), who did the honour of
being president of the night, and
did a great job.

the branch by president S/M S.
Bartholomew.

After the service, everyone
adjourned to branch headquarters
for a warming tot served by rum
bosun S/M Peter Shoesmith.

Special Military Prices
on Tax Free 6t Tax Paid

New Renault models
WfflTEHOUSE
RENAULT
e-mail: msales@renaulttaxfree.co.uk

Wtiitehouse Renault Centre

FREEPOSTSEA8177

Tonbridge

KentTN91BR

PHONE/FAX +44 (0)20 7026 0020
RENAULT

SERVICES TRAVEL CENTRE
At RAF BRAMPTON -

GPTN: 95331 7936 & 7834
Tel: 01480 436655 : Fax: 01480 436653

E-Mail: traveKcDservicestravel .co. uk
Website: www.servicestravel.co.uk

DISCOUNTED PRICES FOR
FLIGHTS - FERRIES - CAR HIRE -
INSURANCE - AIRPORT PARKING.

ABTA, ATOL & IATA LICENSED

COUNTY CLASS CRUISERS 1941
Replica models hand cast in metal, painted and mounted on a wooden plinth 12" x 3"

with a brass nameplate and hand made giitbox.

£75.00
Inc. of p&p

>, UKOnlv ^

HMS BERWICK (pictured) CORNWALL, CUMBERLAND, KENT,
SUFFOLK, DEVONSHIRE, LONDON, SHROPSHIRE, SUSSEX,

DORSETSHIRE, NORFOLK
To order your model send your name, address and daytime telephone number,

along with your cheque or credit card details to:
Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LEll 2ED

Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336
PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY
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Focused on the Forces
AFFINITAS was founded eighteen months ago to
exclusively for Armed Forces personnel, both serving

Since its creation, Affinitas
has been progressively
developing its product range
and has recently formed
a strategic relationship with
leading UK independent insur-
ance broker Heath Lambert
Group.

The aim was the harnessing of
the purchasing power of the esti-
mated 7.5 mil l ion serving and
retired UK Armed Forces person-
nel and their families to deliver
better products and prices.

At the heart of the Affinitas
philosophy is a recognition that

standard "off-the-shelf" insurance
products arc often unsuitable for
Service personnel.

A lack of insight and detailed
knowledge on the part of some
insurers has meant that Service
personnel arc sometimes
discriminated against in terms of
the cover provided and premiums
charged.

As with any business, the key
to success is knowing your
customer. All but two of the
Affinitas staff are former serving
personnel, with a strong Naval
contingent, including Rear
Admiral Andrew Gough, Cdr

provide insurance products and financial services
and retired and their families.

cally becomes a member of the

Employment Problems / Redress
by Complaint?

Need Help or Legal Advice?
Contact:- 0845 601 1260

worn*HAW
The Forces Legal Network

www.forceslaw.com

For a free 30 minute
initial diagnostic
interview with

Lawyers experienced
in the Armed Forces

who speak your
language

T F .CE SERVICES

The new first choice for

Motor Insurance
Kit Insurance
Content cover

Travel Insurance

Adventurous Training

To find out why, visit

www.tfinsuranceservices.co.uk

or call free on

389 1798
Member of the General Insurance Standards Council & SIAAP

Andy Lawrence and CPO
(WRNS) Jo Hopkins. The result is
a team with an in-depth under-
standing of the issues facing cur-
rent and ex-Services personnel.

In choosing a partner to work
with Aff in i tas in delivering a bet-
ter deal, it was important to find a
company able to articulate the
needs and concerns of Armed
Forces personnel to the insurance
and financial services providers
and to break down their miscon-
ceptions.

Heath Lambert Group has been
selected because, it is well known
for its pioneering and
innovative approach on behalf
of client groups which have found
themselves disadvantagcd by
ignorance and misconception on
the part of insurers.

By working with underwriters,
putting in front of them experts
able to educate them as to the
realities of the situation, Heath
Lambert has achieved significant
breakthroughs in terms of the
cover and premium terms.

Heath Lambert also has consid-
erable experience in the Armed
Forces sector, working on a
number of projects with the UK
Ministry of Defence and various
other national Armed Forces in
different parts of the world,
including a very successful
relationship with the USAA which
has spanned thirty years.

Through a programme of
discussion and education,
Affinitas and Heath Lambert aim
to develop access to a range of
insurance products and financial
services specifically designed for

"Forforces - servingthe UK's Armed
and retired.

For its part Affinitas has already
made progress in the field
of motor insurance. Following
negotiations a panel of seventeen
motor insurers has been
assembled giving current and
ex-personnel and their families a
better range of quotations from
which to choose.

In addition, Safeguard, a life
and critical illness cover;
Healthguard, a private health
scheme; a health care cash plan;
Gearguard, a low cost kit policy;
and Affinitas Networks, a careers
service, are already on offer.

Plus, everyone who takes out a
policy through Affinitas automati-

CASH LOANS
Up to £500

We say YES to tenants
No credit check
Licensed by OFT

'No Fee's Fast Service'
Call 0800 619 2274 (FREE)

Affinitas Community, which offers
additional benefits such as dis-
counted household electrical
goods, gas, electricity and tele-
phone services, reductions on
selected hotels and airport park-
ing.
• Call Affinitas free on 0800
316 1 317

DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR
DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE?

Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for:

CONVEYANCING

WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST '

MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY

CHILD CARE

PERSONAL INJURY 7T~

CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE ^\

OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS i~ •_

MENTAL HEALTH

O I 3 2 9 8 2 5 6 I 7 or 023 8033 466I

COFFIN
MEW&
CLOVER

For more details
call one of our

offices, or email
via our website

coffinmew.co.uk

FREE INITIAL

ADVICE IN

MANY CASES

Unsecured personal loans for
readers of Navy News

The COOPERATIVE BANK
Customer led. ethically guided

One number
any amount.
8.7%

APR

The same loan rate
no matter how much you borrow.
Phone free on: 0800 591 682
Loans now available up to £25,000

• one rate of 8.7% APR
• an instant decision
• on any amount from £1,000 to £25,000
• no arrangement fee or security required
• with insurance available
• money straight into your account*
• repayments by standing order

Quote reference: 791/503

Loans at £5.000 over 3 years with insurance

Provider

Bank of Scotland

Marks & Spencer

UoydsTSB

Barclayloan

Rate
(%APR)

10.9

11.9

15.9

15.9

Monthly
Repayment (£)

196.27

188.22

198.38

201.07

Total
Charge (£}

7.06572

6.775.92

7.141.68

7.238.52

Total
Saving (£)

456.82

167.90

532.78

62962

Written quotations available on request. Rates correct as at 16/07/02. Loans subject to status and not available to non-UK residents,
anyone under 21 or over 69 years of age. An example of a loan taken out at our rate of 8.7% APR for £5,000 over 3 years, will be
repayable by 36 monthly instalments of £183.56. with Repayment Protection, and a total repayable of £6,608.02- The Co-operative
Bank p.I.e. reserve the right to decline any loan application, but may, in certain circumstances and at its discretion, offer a loan at an
alternative rate to those advertised. The Bank may monitor and/or record telephone calls between you and the Bank for security
and/or training purposes. *Once we have your signed agreement form, same day transfer is via CHAPS, before 3pm, at a cost of £20.
Registered Office: The Co-operative Bank p.l.c., 1 Balloon Street, Manchester M60 4EP Registered Number 990937. Website:
www.co-operativebank.co.uk

current accounts savings and mortgage*

WE HAVE A SOLUTION | FORCES,
TO YOUR DEBT PROBLEMS I EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
• Is debt effecting your life,

relationships, or work ?

• Do you dread the mail
in the morning - or the
phone ringing ?

Our aim is to get you out of
debt within 60 months

Sfricf confidentiality assured • No employer contact • We
employ EX-Armed Forces personnel as counsellors,
who understand through personal experience the

stress of the job with DEBT!

08451200 662
National calls at LOCAL RATE

DEBT COUNSELLING AND MANAGEMENT

w w w . a p e x - d e b t - h e l p . c o . u k

WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?
CAUSED BY SERVICE?

a/so
ALL PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS

You may be entitled to

NO WIN - NO FEE
COMPENSATION
CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!!

CALL FREEPHONE
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE

92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DNS 4SZ

Don't Waste Money
on separate Motor Breakdown Cover

Save Money
*AU new Motor Insurance customers will now

have Motor Breakdown assistance included
PLUS a guaranteed courtesy car

following an accident.
'innrd in Nonhml Irrlnnll lir nllKilif nflhf UK

only npjltirjihle to comprehrmuve palti-.ir*.

Motor Insurance
The Specialist for H. M. Forces
and M.O.D. Personnel

KS Motor Insurance
\^ (rekicbig Haitian hittnct art Evope)

j Home, Contents &
' Military Kit Insurance

! Travel Insurance

OK
[ffi

Life Insurance

Tel: O8OO O74 94O2
Open 365 days a year

8am til 1Opm Monday - Friday 9am til 9pm Saturday & Sunday
The Manor House, 10 St. Margarets Green, Ipswich, IP4 2BS

Tel: (01473)211951 Fax:{01473)213898 email: sales@forcesdirect.co.uk www.forcesdirect.co.uk

Have you considered advertising on our website? Now you can reach a truly global audience!
To find out more contact: Sheila Thompson 023 9275 6951 www.navynews.co.uk
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MAKE a voluntary donation
from pay in support of the
Naval welfare charities.

The scheme allows a
donation of half a day's pay -
or other sum - each year
which is then bumped up
with a further 10 per cent by
the tax man for a cash bundle
to those charities that care
for Naval people in need,

both current and former.
Just get in touch with your

UPO and ask for form C53
(half day per year) or C52
(other sum). Fill it in and the
appropriate fraction will be
automatically taken monthly
so you will hardly notice.

But it will make a big differ-
ence to those now and in the
future in need of extra help.

• For six-year-old Owen, son of former POWEA Kendall, life was transformed when money from the various Naval charities that gain
from Voluntary Donations from Pay was used to give him his own room with specialised facilities

A world of difference
for half a day's pay
MONEY from the Navy's
Voluntary Donation from
Pay scheme is making a
difference to the lives of
people across the country,
helping both serving and
former Naval personnel and
their families.

Some examples of the good
work going on by Naval chari-
ties include:

• Owen Kendall, the disabled
six-year-old son of former
POWEA Kendall, hcnefitted when
the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust
(RNBT), the RN & RM Children's
Fund and the Navy Special Fund
contributed towards the cost of an
extension to the family home to
provide Owen with his own room
with specialised facilities.

• James Haggcr is an ex-Radio
Operator who was medically
discharged from the Navy when he
broke his neck and was paralysed
from the chest down with restrict-
ed hand and arm movement. The
RNBT and the Navy Special Fund
provided grants to convert part of
his garage into an exercise and
physiotherapy room.

In a thank you letter, James
said: "The extra space I have been
given in my bungalow has given me
a new lease of life."

• Jake and Joshua French are
the autistic sons of an ex-
submariner and the family live in
Portsmouth.

The RN & RM Children's Fund
is helping to fund a two-year
programme for Joshua, while the
Local Education Authority are
providing limited assistance for
Jake.

• Lucy Godden, the seven-year-
old daughter of CPO Goddcn,
lives on the Isle of Wight and
attends a special school. The
RNBT and RN & RM Children's
Fund have bought a computer
to help Lucy at home with her
learning difficulties.

• The severely disabled son of a
lieutenant commander has been
helped by grants from the Royal
Naval Benevolent Society for
Officers which have been used to
purchase a special bed and to fund
changes to the family home to
enable the child to be moved in
and out of the house more easily.

• A former Wren whose

two children are frequently
hospitalised with asthma has used
a grant from the WRNS
Benevolent Trust and the RNBT to
buy a gas fire for the sake of the
children's health and used some of
the money to pay off part of the
debts run up by her ex-husband.

For people signed up to
the scheme, a regular small deduc-
tion is taken from their monthly
pay cheque before tax.

The government then boosts the
total with an additional 10 per
cent.

So what does this mean? For a
£3.90 loss from the pay packet,
£5.50 will go into the charity cof-
fers. For a Leading Rate, a dona-
tion of half a day's pay each year
will cost less than £3 a month.

By filling out a form C53 or C52,
this becomes an easy, hassle-free
way to help people in the Naval
family. The end result is maximum
win for minimum effort.

Any questions, contact Lt Cdr
Tony Cooper, the Royal Navy
Charities Liaison officer on 023
9272 4506.

• James Hagger was a Radio Operator in the Navy until he broke
his neck and was paralysed. Money from the Naval charities
allowed the conversion of his garage to an exercise room.

DEBTS OVER 1 5 K ?
WE CAN and WILL help you to

resolve your debts !
' Financial commitments
out of hand ?

> Relationships taking
the strain ?

> Feel there is nowhere
to turn?

LET US HELP!

RESOLVE (UK) LTD
Debt Counsellors

& Advisors
Licensed debt counsellors

REG N o . 5 0 0 2 9 5

We will help you to reduce your outgoings
into ONE affordable monthly payment

without further loans
Independent DEBT ADVICE with a personal touch.

FREE consultations. Home visits available.

CALL US NOW IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE

08006525113 8am to 8pm

7 days a week

www.resolveuk.com

YOUR MATES ARE

WATCHING YOUR BACK.

BUT WHO'S COVERING

YOUR FAMILY?

Forces Safeguard is designed to protect you and your family. Safeguard provides
Life Assurance should you die from any cause, anywhere in the world, at any
time, on or off duty and there are no exclusions for service in any theatre or
type of operation. Underwritten by Scottish Widows continuously for over 20
years, it even includes critical illness cover. And we've made Safeguard easy:

• Details and application forms from unit admin/personnel/pay offices.
(RN Form C102S, Army AF 09576A. RAF Form 7396)

• Premiums can be paid direct from pay under MOD arrangements.

• Available in units of £10 per month - you choose how many. The minimum
level £10 unit gives a maximum sum assured of £41,290 if starting at age 21;
£32,210 starting at 30; £23.090 starting at 40.

• A loyalty bonus is payable after 10 years (2 years if you leave the Services)
of half the standard premium. That's £600 per unit after 10 years for someone
who started at 21.

Act now. Look out for your family by calling Affinitas, visiting the web site or just
dropping in to your unit pay office - and we'll look out for you.

0800 3161 317
+44 1206 393 777
www.affinitas.com

affinitas
looking out for you

Please quote: NN18A

Affinitas Ltd. incorporating AFFAS Ltd. AFFAS Ltd. is a wholly owned UK subsidiary of Affinitas Ltd., which is registered in Jersey (no.79923). Affinitas is a member of the General
Insurance Standards Council.
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New education officers head out to nurture talent in ships at sea

Fleet taps into lifelong learning
THE ROYAL Navy

has created a team
of Fleet Education
Officers who are

tasked with improving the
delivery of education and
personal development ini-
tiatives to the front line.

The Fleet Education Officer
(FEDO) came into being as a
result of the Defence Training
Review which recommended
the provision of a 'Lifelong
Learning service'.

Eight FEDO posts have been
created, with Lt Cdr Andrew
Griffiths as Senior FEDO. The
remaining officers will be lieu-
tenants.

Half of the posts have already
been filled, and they are currently
completing training, and will be
ready to deploy this month.

The remaining FEDOs are
expected to be in post by April of
this year.

FEDOs will visit ships for
between four to six weeks, subject
to accommodation availability and
the circumstances of the particular
unit.

They will be responsible for
st imulat ing learning activity on
board the ships, supporting the
unit 's own Education and
Resettlement Officer and, where
possible, actually instructing
sailors themselves.

The emphasis is on delivering
'one-to-one' interviews to the
ship's company, using each sailor's
Personal Development Record
(PDR) as the basis of the individ-
ual strategy, which can include per-
sonal development, professional

• Senior FEDO, Lt Cdr Andrew Griffiths (left) and
Lt Graeme Brooks, the Executive Officer of HMS
Ledbury, which acted as a trial ship for
LeaRN4Life

development or resettlement.
Further support is offered

through Base Learning Centres,
though at sea FEDOs will be
equipped with laptops and course
software.

The introduction of the ful l
FEDO team will coincide with the
launch of the Enhanced Learning
Credit, a Government incentive for
Armed Forces learning - after a
qualifying period, up to £6,000 can
be claimed over three years to sup-
port personal development.

The whole scheme, dubbed
LeaRN4Life, has been designed to

LeaRfit in with TOP-
MAST initia-
tives, and is
integral to the
W a t c rf ro n t
Training and
E d u c a t i o n
Centres.

Although not
yet fully operational, the scheme
has already been tested on mine
countermcasures vessel HMS
Ledbury - starting modestly and
learning as the scheme is rolled out
across the Fleet.

Senior FEDO Lt Cdr Andrew

ife
Griffiths said: "The Royal Navy
recognises that there is a lot of tal-
ent in the force, and it wants to
develop it and bring it to the fore."

For more details on the role and
programme of FEDOs, contact the
FEDO office at HMS Nelson on
938023441.

Phil is a
shining

example
PHIL Pan/in is an example
of the kind of candidate
which LeaRN4Life will help
in future.

Lt Cdr Parvin was named
AMBA MBA Student of the Year
for 2002 '- a prestigious award
against the cream of British
and overseas business stu-
dents.

He found himself with time
on his hands as his submarine
was in refit, and he didn't fancy
just wasting time and money
propping up the bar.

"I was looking for something
to make myself more mar-
ketable in areas of senior man-
agement," said Phil, "and I
spent several months looking
around."

He had, since 1997, had an
inkling an MBA might be what
he was looking for, but at the
time did not qualify for the
finance or time to take it full-
time through the Navy, which
left him with the option of dis-
tance learning and funding
most of it with his own money.

And the Open University
seemed to be the best form of
delivery, as they had plenty of
experience of military students
who were subject to different

• Lt Cdr Phil Parvin

pressures from their civilian
counterparts.

And Phil certainly presented
them with a chance to prove
their flexibility - he took one
exam on a nuclear submarine
in the Indian Ocean during the
early stages of the war on ter-
ror, and his paper could not be
delivered to markers for sever-
al weeks, as there was no
email. It was eventually sent
home with another officer via
Diego Garcia.

That devotion to his studies
is marked on the big map
which the Open University
keeps of all its students world-
wide - in this case, Phil's
'classroom' is one of two sub-
marine silhouettes planted on
the edge of the map, as the
exact geographic location
could not be revealed.

avy
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Wine Set
4 piece wine set
Comprising of :

Thermometer, Stopper,
Cork Screw and Bottle
Opener

Presented in a beautiful
gift box.

£36.95 inc p&p UK

Hip Flask
Stainless Steel 7oz
spirit flask, captive top.

Engraved with the
Royal Navy Crown.

£17.99 inc p&p UK

£20.50 inc p&p 0/S

£39.95 inc p&p o/s

I © CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD
Reproduced with the permission of

the Controller HMSO

Decanter & 2 Tots
A presentation set of
fine clear crystal glassware.

Delivered with
presentation box.

£32.99 inc p&p UK

£42.00 inc p&p O/S

'Bakkus' Flask
& Cigar Tubes
Stainless Steel
ball-top spirit flask.
Stainless Steel
cigar tube.
(Holds up to a
Corona size cigar).
Length 1".

Both are air and water
tight. Fit perfectly in
the black carry case
embossed with the
Royal Navy Crown.

£32.99
inc p&p UK

£36.99
inc p&p O/S

ORDER FORM • Write your order on a separate sheet of paper and send with this form to the address below • ORDER FORM

To order online simply log on to
www.navynews.co.uk

and order from our secure online catalogue

To order by telephone simply phone
023 9282 6040 and our promotions

department will take your order

Or write to —The Business Manager,
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street,

Portsmouth PO1 3HH

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made
by Cheque/International Money Order in C Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit

Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on this page.
Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 23 days for delivery
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New sports hall on
the way for Ruthin

RUTHIN SCHOOL is a co-
educational day and boarding
school situated in Ruthin,
Clwyd. The school has
announced that it has submit-
ted a planning application to
build a £850,000 sports hall
with all its associated facilities.

This is the largest capital project
upon which the school has ever
embarked. The sports hall will
provide excellent indoor facilities

Scholarship
success at

Portsmouth
PORTSMOUTH High School has
been described as one of the lead-
ing schools in the south-cast. As
an independent school for girls
aged from 4 to 18 years, the school
forms part of the Girls' Day
School Trust (GDST), the biggest
group of independent schools in
the UK.

Portsmouth High School is
characteristic of the GDST philos-
ophy with its profile of sustained
academic achievement, its attrac-
tion to families from a diverse
social, economic and cultural
backgrounds and its strong
foothold in the local community.

Recently Portsmouth High
School became one of six schools
to be awarded two HSBC scholar-
ships. Peg Hulsc, hcadteachcr,
said: "The HSBC scheme is
designed to encourage access and
diversity in secondary education,
offering financial assistance to
pupils from the maintained sector
and overall it will eventually sup-
port several hundred children
throughout the country - we are
proud to be involved."

The two recipients in 2002 were
Hope Davies-Barr and Felicity
Woodrow who were invited by
HSBC to a lunch and an award
ceremony in London, along with
50 other pupils from around the
country who have been specially
selected to receive the HSBC
Scholarship.

Major development work is
underway at the school including a
new Early Years building and a
new sports hall and technology
suite. This building work com-
bined with the new scholarships,
and added to the existing bursaries
and scholarships funded by the
GDST, supports a deep commit-
ment to the future and to offering
the very best in education.

that will cater for badminton, bas-
ketball, volleyball, fivc-a-sidc foot-
ball, tennis, netball, cricket nets,
archery, hockey and a host of other
sporting activities.

This exciting development
comes after a year which has seen
excellent academic results for the
school, and the installation of a
new state-of-the-art information
technology suite.

Educationally, A level and
GCSE results for 2002 were
impressive, with the past year see-
ing the school's best results ever
for A levels.

The pass rate stands at 98 per
cent with an impressive 62 per cent

achieved at A-B and 76 per cent at
A-C.

All those who applied have
achieved university entrance. In
terms of league tables, the school
would have ranked in the Daily
Telegraph league table in division 2
on the basis of grades A-B, if the
school had met the criterion of 45
or more candidates.

At GCSE level performances
were equally good. The percentage
A*-C stands at 86 per cent with 87
per cent of the grades achieved
being A*-C.

Truly exciting developments arc
on the cards for a school founded
over 700 years ago.

Hot shots at
Mayville

MAYVILLE High School offers an educational
experience that focuses on the individual as the
school's basic philosophy.

The cornerstone of the school's belief is that
it is the happy child who learns, the one with
self-confidence that best meets his or her
potential. This was recognised as a strength of
the school by a recent Independent Schools
Inspection team.

Mayville is a small school so each child is well
known to all members of staff and difficulties,
or the requirement for extension, arc quickly
identified.

Mayvillc welcomes visits by prospective par-
ents who are invited to telephone the school for
an appointment or to obtain details of the
entrance examinations in January.

Ruthin School
Mayville High School

Ruthin
School

• £850,000 Sports Hall completion Nov 2003.

• New state of the art IT suite completed May 2002.

• Substantial refurbishment of boarding facilities in
2002. Ongoing into 2003.

• Best ever academic results in 2002. Ranked 311 in
the Sunday Times top 500 Independent Schools.

• Refurbishment of classroom facilities in 2002.
Ongoing into 2003.

• Refurbished refectory facilities Oct 2002.

• Excellent Junior School teaching, pastoral care,
and academic development.

• Team of enthusiastic senior school teachers,
dedicated to ensuring every student achieves their
full potential.

• Wealth of extra curricular activities.
Mountain Biking, Climbing, Car Mechanics, Target
Shooting, Golf, Swimming, Robot Building etc.
Cadet Force and Duke of Edinburgh.

Like to know more? Telephone 01824 702543
to arrange a visit appointment

Visit our website at www.ruthinschool.co.uk

Portsmouth
High School

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS (4-18)

We fn-ovide a safe and
vibrant environment in
which girls can achieve
the success they deserve.
Peg I tiilsc. 1 leadteaclicr.

Senior School Entrance tests
Saturday 1st February

Junior school assessments 4+ • 10+
Throughout January - please call for details.

Centre of academic excellence

Outstanding personal, social and
health education in a caring and
nurturing environment

Highest levels of achievement in a
wide variety of sport, music and drama

Competitive and affordable fees

HSBC scholarships available for
girls from maintained primary
schools.
GDST scholarships, music
exhibitions and bursaries.

For further information and a school prospectus, please contact the
Admissions Secretary: © 023 9282 6714 © 023 9281 4814
0 admissions@por.gdst.net ® www.gdst.net/portsmouthhigh

F/nanc/a/^ssisfance available in the senior school.

GIRLS' DAY SCHOOL TRUST
Reg. Charity No. 1026057

We think there are 3 important points, above all others, that make Queen
Ethelburga's your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child.

Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we
have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in
ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus
is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding facilities
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, voice
mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more.
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring.
Thirdly we are a Sunday Times

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results

We have invested over £17m in new facilities and offer a huge range of
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 95% of our
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com)

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'S COLLEGE
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England.

Tel: 08707423330
Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu

Easy to
get to by

road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M

Boys Senior School Entrance Examination - 22nd January 2003

Girls Senior School Entrance Examination - 23rd January 2003

Please call to book your child's place. Visits to the school are always welcome.

MAYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL, 35 ST SIMON'S ROAD, SOUTHSEA PO5 2PE
Telephone 023 9273 4847

Boys 2-16 YEARS www.mayvillehighschool.com Girls 2-16 YKARS

UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING

20% REMISSION
OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES,

CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS
Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years)

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS
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BOUNDARY OAK
SCHOOL

Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding)
Family atmosphere • Large Sports Grounds • Strong Naval Link

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham P017 5BL
Telephone: 01329 280955

i i i •w w w . b o u n d a r y o a k . c o . u k

Bearwood College
HI Wokingham
Co-educational Boarding and Day School 11-18 Years

250 acres of sports pitches, parkland & woods,
including a 50 acre lake, golf course & stable

• An exciting and varied learning experience
• Small class sizes - individual attention
• Discounted fees for HM Forces
• Wide range of sporting activities, including sailing and canoeing
• Good pastoral care
• Close to London & Gatwick Airports & easy motorway access

For further details & College Prospectus please contact The Registrar
at BEARWOOD COLLEGE

Wokingham, Berkshire RG41 5BG

V 0118 978 6915 Fax: 0118 977 3186
e-mail: registrar@bearwoodcollege.berks.sch.uk

web site: www.bearwoodcollege.berks.sch.uk

KELLY COLLEGE
11+ Entrance & Scholarship

Assessment Tests
Date: Saturday, 8th. February,

2003
Preparation for life
Academic prowess

Sporting Excellence
Competitive Academic, Art, Drama, Music,

Sport and All rounder Scholarships available.

Kelly College, Tavistock, Devon.
Tel. 01822813 100

admissions@kellycollege.com

Wellington
School

Wellington, Somerset TA21 8NT

v-*

independent (HMC) co-educational day and boarding school 10-18 years
highest quality pastoral care and outstanding academic results

generous service bursaries

for further details, please contact the Bursar
Cdr. R D Coupe QBE RN

01823 668800
admin@wellington-school.org.uk

Reg Charity No 310268 to provide quality education for children

Rookesbury Park School
appoints new Housemother
INDEPENDENT preparatory school Rookcsbury Park in the heart of the
Meon Valley has appointed Vicky Blackman as the school's new
Housemother for the boarders.

Rookcsbury Park School takes
boys and girls from the age of 3 up
to 13 years and offers day school
and the options of flexi, weekly or
full boarding.

Vicky began her career as a
trainee nurse at the Royal Isle of
Wight School of Nursing. She has
had experience as a middle-school
housemistress and more recently
as a specialist teacher of English
and drama at the Archbishop King
Middle School in Newport, where
she became the year 7 tutor.

"I am thrilled to be part of a
caring, family-oriented environ-
ment, set in such beautiful and
peaceful surroundings," said
Vicky. "Although I found teaching
very rewarding, I decided that pas-
toral care is something I enjoy
more and am pleased to have
joined a supportive team of staff
and delightful group of boarders."

Drum up
Wellington
principles

THE WELLINGTON School
Corps of Drums has a long history
of taking part in many local events
throughout Somerset and Devon,
including the annual
Remembrance Day Parade
through the town of Wellington.

Pupils at Wellington School can
join the Corps of Drums in the
third year (year 9), a year before
they are eligible to join the Army
or Naval sections of the school's
Combined Cadet Force.

Musicians and non-musicians
alike are always welcome as train-
ing is given in most instruments -
including the drums.

ET
BLACKBURN COLLEGE /
Vocational Education Training Programme E

Convert your experience into qualifications

We offer BTEC Edexcel, HNC & HMD in
various Engineering, Managerial, IT and

Telecommunication subjects
For more information:

Telephone: 01254 69-44-41
Fax: 01254 67-96-47

Email: vets@blackburn.ac.uk
Backbum Cdege exists to save the educational, cultural, social and economic
needs of the local community and works with partners, to provide further and .*
higher educational opportunibes to a Iccal, rabona) & rtemational tJentete. *

Edgehill College
Bideford, Devon EX39 3LY UK • Email: edgehill@btconnect.com

Co-educational, Day & Boarding
Discover

how
Edgehill College

can offer

AGreat
Start

in Life
Music, Drama, Sport, recreational and creative activities

run parallel with academic achievement in order to provide
a sound all-round education. New pupils quickly gain a

sense of belonging and make lasting friendships.

The Schools Curriculum Award Winner
Premier Coaching Centre

Visit our website: www.edgecoll.clara.net
Edgehill College is a charitable institution for the education of children. Charity No. 306709

• Bearwood College encourages outdoor pursuits

Lessons for life
at Bearwood

BEARWOOD College is a small
co-educational boarding and day
school of 350 pupils aged from 11
to 18 in Wokingham, Berkshire.

The school aims to ensure that
every boy and girl achieves their
optimum academic potential,
backed by high-quality pastoral
care. The school cultivates
a diverse community of young
people whose hallmarks are self-
confidence, responsibility and
consideration.

The focus of virtually all activity
at Bearwood is the House, where
the academic, extra-curricular and
social progress of each pupil is

TRINITY

managed by their houseparent and
individual tutor.

In each House, every pupil finds
a 'home from home' and a set of
relationships that enables him or
her to strive and thrive.

The college is located in an his-
toric mansion house, set in a beau-
tiful 250-acre estate. The college
runs a wide-ranging sports, activi-
ties and outdoor programme.

Staff qualified in outdoor
pursuits organise mountain trips,
skiing and snowboarding, off-shore
yachting, the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme, the Combined
Cadet Force and expeditions.

SCHOOL

ROMAN CATHOLIC & ANGLICAN FOUNDATION
INDEPENDENT, CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY AND BOARDING

SCHOOL POR CHILDREN
Nursery 3 months - 3 years, Preparatory 4-11, Senior 11-19

2007 Excellence Award from the Independent Schools Association
2002 Investors in People Award

We Have:

* Small classes * Christian Ethos
* Over 30 extra-curricular activities

^ 20 Advanced Level subjects and AVCE offered
• Boarding accommodation with en-suite facilities

* Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, overlooking the English Channel
^ A friendly, caring environment with individual attention for all pupils
* Over £3 million has been spent on new facilities over the last 6 years

* One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders with a real
family atmosphere

Bursaries available to Forces families
You will be warmly welcomed, when you visit the school. Early application is
recommended, to avoid disappointment. Please contact LesUy Cunningham

TRINITY SCHOOL
BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 SLY

Tel(01626) 774138 Fax (01626) 771541
e-mail: TrinscI23@aol.com www.trinityschool.co.uk

Member of AE^IS, BSA, ISA, ISIS. Accredited by British Council & ISC

West Hill Park
A Great Start with a Great Finish

West Hill Park is a co-educational Preparatory School for
children from 2'/2 to 13 years (boarding from 7-13 years)

New Floodlit All-weather Astroturf and Riding Arena,
New Classrooms Suite and refurbished indoor swimming pool

ROYAL NAVAL BURSARIES FROM 7+
ASSISTED PLACES AT 11 +

(For September 2003)
West Hill Park School, St Margaret's Lane,

Titchfield, Hampshire PO14 4BS
For a prospectus please contact the School Registrar

Tel: 01329 842356
web: www.vvesthill.hants.sch.uk

Wi-si H i l l Park Trust Limited A ci'inpaiu l imik-d by jriiaraiilec. Rc^. No. 63373fc Charity Rep. No. 307343
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Shebbear
thrives despite

competition
SHEBBEAR College is a thriving independent school set in 85
acres of beautiful Devon countryside, where although the college
is in a highly competitive local market with four surrounding
independent schools, pupil numbers are rising.

The college is a Methodist foun- The college is experienced in all
dalion and operates under the aspects of caring for children from
direction and support of the hoard
of management for Methodist res-
iden t ia l schools wi th author i ty
devolved to a local governing body
responsible for all aspects of the
college's performance p lanning
and development.

In November of last year, the
college had 2(>0 pupils, including
85 boarders. The school has been
co-educational for eight years and
the ratio of boys to girls is almost
60:40, with the percentage of girls
continuing to rise.

There is a head of kindergarten
(15 pupils) and head of junior
school (60 pupils) who report
directly to the headmaster. All
three schools are located adjacent
to one another.

There arc 29 teaching staff wi th
a further 30 support staff, includ-
ing four classroom assistants and a
librarian.

The philosophy of the college is
tha t it seeks to harness to the fu l l
young people's capabilities in both
the academic and social spheres.

All pupils and staff take part

Service families, and visiting is
allowed whenever required.

In addition. HM Forces
Bursaries are available.

Sixth form
at Queen

ANHWcra has begun for sixth-
formers at Queen's College with
the opening of the Jane Given
Sixth Form Centre at the Taunton
independent school.

A major £250,000 refurbish-
ment project has transformed for-
mer lower school dayrooms into a
centre for independent learning,
combined with social facilities.

Rev Dr Dick Jones, chairman of
the board of management for
Methodist independent schools,
performed the opening ceremony
and congratulated the headmas-
ter, Chris Alcock, and his team for
creating such an impressive
resource.

"This centre is a very visible sign

in the after-school ac t iv i t i e s
programme. There is an accent on
the promotion of friend-family
community in which the chaplain
plays a strong role.

The college has an excellent
record of preparing pupils of all
abilities for life, and helping them
to become responsible members
of society.

Assisted
places at
West Hill
THE HEADMASTER of West
H i l l Park School in Titchfield,
Edward Hudson, has announced
new 11 + assisted places for the
September 2003 intake.

These awards wi l l be for
children with ability, potential and
those who wi l l contribute to school
life. Parents considering entry to
this prestigious preparatory school
wi l l be attracted by the consider-
able added value such a school can
offer their child.

Not only does West Hi l l Park
have outstanding teaching facili-
ties including the latest technology
in the classrooms in the form of
interactive whiteboards, all sup-
ported by enthusiastic teaching
staff, but it also has the most
amazing sporting, musical and
dramatic facil i t ies to rival any
senior school in the area.

SHEBBEAR COLLEGE
Shebbear. Devon EX21 5HJ

Independent Day and Boarding School • Hoys and (Jirls 7-18 years

Hxlcnsive purpose built facilities
"Home from Home" environment, fostering sell"conlidence. H-mail in every room.
Small classes. Strong Academic Record and extensive Activities Programme.
Dedicated 6th 1 orm Centre
hxperienced in meeting the needs of Naval and Overseas h'amities
Vis i t ing allowed whenever required
HM Forces Bursaries Available

For further information contact Mrs Jacky Kowc. Registrar
Tel: 01409 281429 • Fax: 01409 2X1784 • E-mail: registrar@shebbeaicollege.co.uk

Web Site www.shebbearctJllege.co.uk

centre opens
's College

of the independence our sixth-
formers now have," said Mr
Alcock. "It is part of a pattern of
change that sees them no longer
having t imetabled lessons on
Saturday mornings or having to
wear school uniform.

"By giving them this greater
degree of freedom and manage-
ment of their school lives, we feel
we are best preparing them for the
transition to university.

"What is so gratifying is how
well they are responding to the
challenge. There is a real buzz of
hard work, commi tmen t and
enjoyment around the place."

The new sixth form centre is
hosting an open evening for
prospective pupils on Friday.
January 17 from 6pm to 8pm.

LIMC HOUSC SCHOOL
Established 1899

I.S.A.I.

Independent
Co-Educational

Boarding and Day School
for pupils aged 3 to 18

ARMED FORCES SCHOLARSHIPS
ARE AVAILABLE

We offer specialist tuition in all subjects, a maximum
class size of 20, learning support for the academically

gifted, a renowned Dyslexic unit and a safe, caring
rural environment.

A varied activity programme including Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme.

Please visit our website at www.limehouseschool.co.uk
For a free prospectus or to arrange an interview please contact:
Mrs J Fisher, Lime House School, Dalston, Carlisle,

Cumbria. CAS 7BX
Tel: 01228 710225 Fax: 01228 710508

'probably Devon's most significant school'

ask for our w Services Package
Furth

Mr Peter
Mrs Elizal
e.mail: registrars@blundells.org
website: www.blundells.org

Devon
EX169DN

lundell 's

8 Co-educational Boarding
and Day School

1340 boys and 210 girls)

"an entire education"

A PREMIER
WESTCOUIMTRY

SCHOOL
now also incorporating

St Aubyn's Preparatory School

Embley Park School
INI)KI'KM)KNT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL FOR HOYS & C I K I . S

DAY: 3 - 18 Years BOARDING: 9-18 Years

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 25 JANUARY 2003
with an optional tour of the School

For Kntrancc Kxaminations & Prospectus enquiries
contact Mrs Jeanne dc la Cuona:

Tel: 01794 512206 Fax: 01794 518737
Kmail: embley.park.school@virgin.net www.embleypark.org.uk

KcciMrrvil i-lwrih existing (n . - , ! . , , , i , children. Charily No. .W7J2.1

Sixth Form
Open Evening

See the new facilities. Meet the students.
Friday January 17th. 6.00pm-8.00pm.

Contact: Admissions on 01823 340830
E-mail: admissions@queenscollege.org.uk

Queen's College, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4QS

A relaxed successful boarding school

We're proud
of what we
build here

If you'd like to find out more about why we are in such demand,

please phone for an individual appointment.

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries.
New boarding house with en-suite facilities opening in the new session.

LOMOND
SCHOOL
Helensburgh

10 Stafford Street,
Helensburgh,
Argyll & Bute

G84 9JX.
Telephone:

(01436)672476.
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Ambassador
from St John's
pioneers new
Australian
link-up scheme

St John's College
Entrance Exams

L'.mvr KO.K! Vnrth.
Hampshire COS JQW

AS PART of his Christmas
break in Sydney, Victor
Jamieson represented his
school, St John's College in
Southsea, in a new initiative
from the Britain-Australia
Society, forging links between
children in the two countries.

The plan arose from a
discussion between Victor's father,
Grant Jamicson, and the head-
master of St John's College Lower
School, Tony Shruhsall.

"Our family trip to Sydney
would necessitate Victor missing
the last couple of days of term,
so I felt there should be some
educational value to it," explained
Mr Jamieson.

"After discussions with the
headmaster, I decided to look on
the Internet for other schools
based in Sydney that could be
potentially twinned with St John's
College as a DC La Salle trust
school."

Unfortunately the De La Salle
school that Mr Jamieson found in
the vicinity did not have a jun ior
school, so he contacted the
Britain-Australia Society to see if
they had any useful links.

"I was told that the society was
Irving to find the opportunity to
launch the i r new 'E-PALS
Scheme'. The t iming was perfect
and Victor was enthusiastic about
it. so I arranged a meeting
between the society, the college
and myself."

As head boy of St John's
College Lower School, Victor has
been asked to take messages from
his schoolmates to Balgowlah
I Icights School, Sydney.

"The children have been asked
to make profiles of themselves
with personal details such as
interests and hobbies, messages
and photos," said headmaster
Tony Shrubsall.

"We have been looking for
an IT project as part of the
curriculum and I think we have
found one that will be received
enthusiastically. It will be very
exciting for the children to make
contact with others their own age,
but on the other side of the
world."

"Victor is so popular with all
the other pupils, that there can
be no doubt that he wil l be well-
supported and that this would
prove an amazing legacy for future
head boys of St John's to take up."

CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL
Chilton Cantelo, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 8BG
A SAFE SECURE HOME AWAY FROM HOME

Chilton is a small (270) 'family' school
for boys and girls aged 7-17, Boarding and Day,

offering the very best of British education.
Small classes ++ excellent results ++ varied programmes of

weekday/weekend activities ++ individual attention ++
stunning location

Fees from £318 + BSA
Tel: 01935 850555 Fax: 01935 850482 Email: ccs@pavilion.co.uk

(iSA DAY SCHOOL
FOR CIRLS A C K D 2 X - 1 6

At Wykeham House we offer
a tradition of single sex education
a happy yet stimulating environment
a broad and balanced curriculum
small class sizes to ensure personal attention
a partnership between home and school
a commitment to extra-curricular activities
modern Information Technology suites
New School Flail and Music Room
excellent (JCSK results
two Nursery ('lasses

FOR M O R K I N K O R M A T I O N CONTACT: THK HEADMISTRESS AT,
Kast Street, Kan-ham, Hants.1'016 OBW Tel: (11.129 - 280178 or Fax: (11329 - S23964
Email :WHS&Wykehaniinsl . t lcmiin. i-u.uk Wchs i tc :h l lp . / /www.wykeh: imins l . t l cn i im.cu .uk

GRENVILLE COLLEGE
Bideford, Devon, EX39 3JR

Co-educational Boarding and Day
2'/2 -18 years (boarding from age 8)

* Caring and friendly environment
* Staff ratio 1:9
* Excellent academic record
* GCSE, AS, A-level and GNVQ courses
* Dyslexia Dept - 33 years' experience
* Sixth Form Study Centre
* Superb location for outdoor activities, close to sea and moors
* Extensive grounds * Strong sporting tradition
* Substantial Service bursaries - where Boarding School

Allowance is payable, we guarantee your contribution is
only 10% of fees

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020
c-mail:info@j>renville. devon.sch.uk

www.grenville.devon.sch.uk
Registered Charily No.269669

RYDE SCHOOL
with UPPER CHINE
HMC Co-educational. 2'A> - 18 years

Prospective parents and their children are warmly invited to our

OPEN MORNING
on Saturday 15th February 2003 from 10.00 to 12 noon

Full details and a prospectus are available from the Admissions Secretary,
Ryde School, Queen's Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight, PO33 3BE

Tel: 01983 562229 Fax: 01983 564714
Email: school.office@rydeschool.org.uk

Ryde School is a Registered Charity No 307409

for all external candidates applying to join the College in September 2003 will be held on

Saturday 18th January 2003, 8.45am
Queen's Jubilee Awards & Scholarships
Av^itot'lt' In eligible new enlwnls for Yejr 7 who ttem<inslr,m> HI .ideniit , •
Service Bursaries arc available for service family boarders.

, musir.il or . t i l -nmml excellence. Sixth Form Award* m.iy also be nwde.

Moving back to the UK? Moiinj Overseas?

Has yaw child special educational needs?

Considering Boarding School education?

Know about educatiwal dams n the W?

SCE(UX) for FREE advice wd support:
Tel: 01980 818244 Mil: 94344 8244
Fax: 01980 818245 Mil: 94344 8245
email: nod.sce.Bk@gtiet.ge«.«k

.....

To advertise your school in our next feature, call our advertising team on either:

023 9272 5062 - 023 9272 4226 - 023 9275 6951

Training
Resett I e m e nt Tra

A+, MCSA, MCSE, CISCO IndigoTraining
"The Perfect Choice"

Residential Resettlement Courses from only £1,295.00

i Are you looking for a New Career in IT?
At IndigoTraining we have trained thousands of people for this challenging

and rewarding career, our Instructor led hands on approach to training gives
DCcCompTIA us an 80% first time pass rate plus a free resit policy to guarantee your pass.

rses start every week throughout

year from 1 week up to 9 weeks

a residential or day study basis.

Call our Resettlement Advisor on

0800 316 5873 or visit our website

at www.indigotraining.co.uk
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Recruitment A Business Opportunities

1 LEAVING THE

FULL TIME NAVY...?
1

WHY NOT BE PAID IN YOUR

SPARE TIME?
i

T̂ H E

R O Y A L N A V A L

R E S E R V E

T E A M W O R K S

www.rnjobs.co.uk/rnr 08456 07 55 55

Please quote "Navy News" when enquiring 1 g ^\

\J
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

The MOO b introducing a policy of routine n^
provide full details of your employer on joining the reserve forces and you will then be expected to inform them of your reserve liability- Recruits are

normally British or Commonwealth subjects, aged between 16 and 40 (45 for ex-RN), male or female and physically fit.

BECOME A SELF EMPLOYED LOCKSMITH
Why not train for a rewarding future?
If you are looking for a change in life-Style,
then this is the course for you! Be in control of your future and earnings.

We are now taking bookings for our popular two day professionally
structured courses which include weekends.

Leave with all the skills to start immediately as a Locksmith, (excl. safes)
we train both sexes and age is no barrier.

Please phone 01793 877079 for free prospectus

Are YOU Missing Something Good"

WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR?
Take control of your own future by achievingTech

5360, the best recognised qualification for technical

authors.

Study anywhere, any time, with the College which is

a Preferred Supplier to the Careers Transition

Partnership.

The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN)

PO Box 7, CHEADLE, SK8 3BY

0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com

bring your

experience
New

Zealand
shores.1

We need Officers and Ratings who have the

skills and adaptability to be a part of the best

small nation navy in the world.'

Are you a Seaman Officer, SW Engineer,

Pilot QHI's (Qualified Helicopter Instructors),

maybe a Technician or Marine Engineer

ooktng to enhance your lifestyle

et new challenges?

You may be who
e're looking for.

email navyjobs@ihug.co.nz_

FBH
An FR Aviation Group Ltd and

Bristow Helicopters Ltd
Joint Venture Company

FB Heliservices Ltd
Middle Wallop

Due to internal promotions, we have
vacancies for the following positions:-

HELICOPTER TECHNICIANS

AVIONIC TECHNICIANS
to work in 1st & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop.

Suitable applicants will ideally have a service background and have
obtained a BTEC or equivalent in aeronautical engineering. Recent
experience of Lynx and/or Gazelle helicopters, together with the
ability to apply skills effectively to a range of rotary aircraft would
be highly desirable. Candidates should be able to work on their own
initiative and as part of a team; and be committed to consistently
performing to a high standard.
Competitive salary plus benefits including 24 days holiday (increasing

to 26 after one years service) and contributory pension scheme,
Interested applicants should forward a current CV detailing relevant experience,

qualifications and salary expectations, and quoting Reference NN/0103 to:
Ann Bufton, HR Coordinator,
FB Heliservices Ltd, SAAvn,
Middle Wallop, Stockbridge,
Hampshire SO20 8DY
Telepone: 01980 674460
Fax: 01264 782439

e-mail: middlewallopjobs@fbheliservices.com

LEAVING THE
SERVICE IN THE

NEXT 6 MONTHS?
If you are a Chief/Petty Officer and would like to

explore the possibility of using your people

management skills in a busy port environment

in the south of England, please send a CV to:

recruitmeplease@yahoo.co.uk

JOBSEARCHERS
Ready to move on?

01753890243
CVs & Job Search

for all Ranks of

Service Personnel

www.jobsearchers.co.uk

POLICE RECRUITMENT
DEVELOP THE SKILLS
THE POLICE ASSESS.

HOME STUDY PROGRAMME
New Leaf Education

Tel: 01302 859954
PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL
www.newleafeducation.co.uk

ENGINEER REQUIRED FOR
40M PRIVATE SAILING YACHT,

PRESENTLY IN PACIFIC.
Good knowledge of electrics
required. Most interested in

Diesel Sub Engineers.
35K+ to start.

Food/Health/Holidays provided.
Apply to Eden Yacht,

PO. Box 1029, Northeast
Harbour, ME 04662, U.S.A. or
bren@edenyachtmaine.com

MOBILE FITTING / WELDING
BUSINESS. Established for 20
years. Includes Ford Hi-Top,
34,000 miles, excellent tools
plus equipment & lathe, bender
and guillotine. Suitable for Civil
and Water Industry Contracts -
01329 846607

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED

ADVERTISING

ON OUR WEBSITE?
Now you can reach

a truly global audience!

To find out more contact:

Sheila Thompson

023 9275 6951
WNvw.navynews.co.uk

WOULD You ENJOY SELLING
FOR ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S

BEST KNOWN COMPANIES!

DIRECT SALES PROFESSIONALS
OTE £35K +

Are you a self-motivated, self-disciplined individual looking for
a long term career with future prospects? We're looking for

people with a positive sales driven attitude to sell Gas, Electric
& Telecomms to our domestic customers in their homes. You
will have the potential to sell our new and exciting portfolio of

products in the future. A strong customer focus and a relentless
drive to be successful are the main qualities.

In return we are offering an excellent benefits package
including the following:

• Permanent Contract of Employment

• Basic Salary

• Generous commission

• 20 days holiday paid at average earnings

• Professional training

• On-going incentive schemes

British Gas
TO ARRANGE. AN INTERVIEW PLEASE CALL

0118 9500 580
PERTEMPS RECRUITMENT PARTNERSHIP AND

QUOTE REFERENCE: NAVY 01

It's your future. Launch it.

NAVY

Join the
Naval

Careers
Service

The Director of Naval Recruiting
is currently seeking

RN & RM WOs,
Senior Rates and SNCOs

to work as
Careers Advisers
at these locations:

Enlist on a

Full Time Reserve Service

(Limited Commitment)

for employment in a

specified location

for 3 years

with prospects for further

2 year commitments.

ROYAL
MARINES

'ottingham
Leicester

Birmingham
Coventry
Oxford

FTRS rates of pay

apply
(reviewed annually
and pensionable)

CA3/ro/n £23,232.25

rising to

CA1 up to £32,463.10

Regular Service Pensions
will be abated

so thai your total
remuneration will not exceed

your basic pay
on the last day

of regular service.

am

, -\> For further information please contact:
DNR SO3 Support - Lt Tina Gray - PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359
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Miscellaneous
WALL SHIELDS OF

ROYAL NAVY SHIPS
Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in

£28.95 + £1.50 UK Postage.
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)

specialist experience over 85 years

C.H.MUNDAY LTD
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road

St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627

email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk

Reynolds Sports
EMBROIDERED Sweaters, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, Caps & Badges

PRINTED T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets, Caps & Badges
and lots mure - all from one supplier! MINIMUM QUANTITY ONLY 12

BFI'O Tax Free Service - send for our full price list
12-13 Crofton Close, Allenby Business Village, Lincoln LN3 4NT

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383
enq n iricsC^ reynolds-sports.co.uk www.rcynolds-sports.co.uk

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

KUU.SI7.K & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SKKVICF.

WRITE OK PHONE fOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA

TEL 020 79301979 FAX 020 7930 H52
e rnail:rdhmedals@aol.com

www.rdhmedals.com

— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—,
From own original paintings

Over 4OO available
Print laminated with canvas texture film

to resemble an original oil painting
size 8*xW for £35 plus P&P
For list please send SAE to:

SEART, 5 THE CHASE, GOSPORT,
HANTS PO12 3TD

We're back

Ships Photographs

Wright & Logan i*.,™

Telephone,

023 9282 6682
Rachel@bosunsbooks.com

WANTED
ALL ROLEX
WRISTWATCHES
Especially Royal Navy Submariners

Comcx, Navy Explorer, Navy

Omega and IWC, any condition.

CASH PAID CALL

0116 2799073
07710 823028

Attract Women!
Attractant 100ml concentrated
Pheromone Spray. Guaranteed
to attract girls or your money
back! Only £19.95 +E2.95P&P

Now With FREE eBook from
www. How-To-Pick-Up-Girls.com

www.attractant.co.uk
call 0845 0 644 655
or send a cheque / P.O. to:
SCS Supplies, 4 - 6
Rose Yard, Maidstone.
Kent. ME14 1HN

EMBROIDERED
LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.
Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure.

Caps & Printed garments supplied.
l:'m' embroidery proof. No origination charge.

T-shirts IS.OOeo.

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP
48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford,

BD11 2JX
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524

www.bananamoon.co.uk

FLAGS & FLAGPOLES
QUALITY

HAND SEWN
NATIONAL

FLAGS & ENSIGNS.
Also Bunting, llandwaving & Table Flags.

And Economy 5fl \ 3ft Flags £7.99
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE

FLAGS GLOBAL
Unit C6 Laser Quay, Medway City Est

Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 297709

www.flagsglobal.co.ni

'IWANTEDf
H.M.S. Bell's

Name Boards &
Crests, Tread Plates
Thomas Kerrigan,

12 Summerhill North,
St Lukes, Cork 1RL

00 353 214501573
^ Collector in UK monthly ^

THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL
This superb die-struck

commemorative medal

is available in Full Si/.e

& Miniature to all who

served in the Near

Middle & Far East.
Send s.a.e. for your application fOTtn today.

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961

Bromsgrove, B61 SLA

HANI) EMBROIDKRED bullion
wire & silk thread badges for
Clubs/Associations. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat,
Pakistan.
E-mail: tajammal@ hi.net.pk
(Agents Wanted).

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons,
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria.
£2.(X) for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN),
31, Belle Vue St., Filey, N. Yorks
YO149HU.
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

FREE ADULT TOY CATALOGUE

0845 0 644 655
www.sextoybargains.co.uk

To advertise your business call

023 9272 5062

023 9272 4226

023 9275 6951

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE

WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS,

VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH.

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723.
e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE Co - Military Badge Specialist
GOLD WIRE BADGES-ALL SHIPS ETC E11.00

WHfTE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £24.00
STANDARD CARRIERS £30.00

STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER £35.00

GOLD CORDS BFT FOR STD £20.00
STANDARD CARRYING CASE £32.00

BRASS INSERTS £12.00

WHITE COTTON GLOVES £4.00
WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WITH LOGO £6.50

NAVY/BLACK BERETS 6% ?'<> £750
ANY ASSN BERET BADGE £5.00
R.N. & NAVAL DIVISION TIES £11.00

R.N. BOW TIES £11.00
BLACK CUP-ON TIES £5.00

Royal Marines Pith Helmets from £85.00
Officers Cap Badges £12.00
Gold Sword Knot £23.00
Leather Sword Belts £70.00
Sword Bags £30.00

R.N. BUTTONS LARGE £1.60 SMALL £1.50

R.N., R.M., R.FA WALL PLAQUES 7"X6" C19.00
PACE STICKS £60.00

W.R.N.S. STYLE HATS £23.00

FRIDGE MAGNETS MOST SHIPS £2.00
KEY RINGS MOST SHIPS £1.50
STANDARD POLE BRASS FINIALS. R.NA. R.M. £24.00

MOST ASSOCIATION STANDARDS+ PSP £420.00
BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGE, RNA £10.00
STANDARD POLES £4aOO

EMBROIDERED GARMENTS

WINTER BUXJSONS. BLACK. R.NA, R.M. £22.00

WHITE PILOT SHIRTS R.NA, R.M. £1140
SWEATSHIRTS R.NA, R.M., NAVY, GREY, £1550

SEND FOR FREE LIST

all prices include P&P
11, Date/lead Drive, Shaw, lanes. OL2 BJT

Tel/Fax: O17O6 846648
www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

E-mail:- sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL
SERVICE LTD

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting.
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 SI I.

Tel: 01527 835375 Eax: 01527 57679«

MKUAI.S PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTF.D COURT OK ORDINARY M i l l .

FULLSI7.F. RF.PLACKMKNT AND M I N I A I U K K MKDAI.S SIIPPI.IKD.

MF.IMI.S I nsn M I - 1 1 . KIKKONS AM) ACCKSSORIKS ALSO AVAII.AKI.K.

SKNII SAK FOR I.ATKST CATAMXIUK

Order online using our secure website www.worcmedals.com
E-mail us at wms<2 worcmedals.com

frunlL

' \ SKYDIVING COURSES

IN FLORIDA
Freefoll Adventures, Florida are happy to

offer Military Discounted Skydiving Courses for
beginner to advanced students in beautiful
Sebastian. Honda. Our Skydiving School is
British owned and operated. Located on the

east coast of Honda, this tropical paradise is a
great place for your skydiving vacation.
Come join us for extreme fun in the sun.

Contact us for further details

Freefall Adventures, Florida
400 W. Airport Drive, Sebastim. Honda 32951. USA

Tel:|772) 388 0550-Fax:(772) 581 4468

Email: skydiveMik@aol.com
www.ffadventur0s.com

No Waffle!
Quality Clothing at the Right Price.

Embroidered or Printed, Polo's,
T-shirts, Sweatshirts, Baseball Caps,
Sports Clothing, MotorSport Jackets,

Zippo Lighters, Glassware, Silverware,
Mugs, ID Badges etc.

We're your
'One Stop Promotional Shop'!!

Also available, One Off Photograph Mugs
and Mouse Mats.

JoBlaine Mugs & Promotions

of Plymouth
Tel/Fax: 01758-316914

Mobile: 07905553318
E-mail: salesSjoblaine.co.uk

www.joblainepromotions.co.uk

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES &
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS

(Select any ship or F.A.A. Squadron etc.)

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS,
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION)

Should there be any item you require which is not shown, please contact us, and we
will endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the products in our portfolio.

Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give you
prices and quantity discounts upon application.

Military Matters
Burn Bank Lodge, Burn Bank, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 TIT
Tel: 01457 877010 Fax: 01457 878499 e-mail:military.mattcrs@btopenworld.com

Forces Reunited
Find your lost forces friends fast,

even if you can'turemember their names!

Search the largest dedicated UK database
of forces and ex-forces personnel on the web.

www.forcesreunited.org.uk
or call 0906 300 0377

Navy News Own Products
If you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold through this paper,

simply return it to us unused within14 days and we will replace it free of charge or
issue a full refund (including postage)

This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights

Navy News Notice To Readers
The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any

advertisement or for any loses suffered by any readers as a result. Readers are
strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate

commercial, legal and financial advice before sending any money or entering into
any legally binding agreement.

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE E 8.95
BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain only £ 7.50

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC pair £ 8.50
POLO SHIRT: RN Badge S,M,L,XL £ 15.95 Submariners gilt brooch £ 9.95
EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack ea £ 2.95
LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor,

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, and many others £ 1.95
TIES: RN, MN £ 9.00 FAA, Submarines and others £ 11.95
Prices include P& P. Cheques payable to 'SODEXHO LTD'. Send SAE for more detailed list

COLLEGE SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 OHJ.
TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 834797 (Credit Cards Welcome)

H.M.Y. BRITANNIA
Ideal for that special present or just as a

memento to remember this important piece of
naval history, the shield and plaque are finished
in solid brass made in the U.K. and mounted on a
dark wood base, the key ring (also made of solid

brass) depicts the crest of the Royal Yacht.
Both shield or plaque cost £19.95 each Plus £1.95 P.P. (Please state which).

and the key ring £2.99 incl P.P. Cheque or P.O. made payable to:- "••?'
GRAHAM WEST. 3A HIGH STREET, AMBLECOTE, STOURBRIDGE. DY8 4BX

GOLDEN Jl
CO.MMEMORATIV
C nnlril>uti(tns 4.
to SSAFA
CAI.1- FOR DETAILS:

Bigbury Mint J
01548830717 '
wnw.bigburymint.cOoi

EMBROIDERED BADGES

CUMMERBUNDSJIES
Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17,50

Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps

All made to order.

Ross Art Embroidery
7 Wall Road, Gwinear,

Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5HA.
Tel/Fax: O1736 85O724

Antarctic & Arctic Mugs

f

Antarctic

Mug
Arctic

Mug

Bone China Mugs
Elegantly decorated with
either Polic Arctic or Polos
Antarctic Maps.
Finished with gold trim.

£6.50 each inc p&p UK

£10.00 each inc p&p O/S

£12.00 set inc p&p UK

£19.00 each inc p&p O/S

To order write to: The Business Manager,
Navy News. HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH
Or to order online simply log on to www.navynews.co.uk

Joys Roses & Flowers
Sent to any address in U.K. 6- N.I. only.

To show you have your loved one in mind...
someone... somewhere is waiting to hear from you.

i.e. Congratulations ~ Birthdays ~ Anniversaries - Births — or to say I Love You

Bouquet - 12 Roses Red-Yellow-Pink plus Gyps & Ferns £14.00

Bouquet ~ 24 Roses Red-Yellow-Pink plus Gyps & Fems £19.00

Bouquet - 30 Blooms inc. Roses & Mixed Flowers, Fern etc £18.50

Bouquet - 40 Freesia & Ferns £15.00

Bouquet - 50 Blooms inc. Roses & Mixed Flowers, Fern etc £20.00

PLEASE NOTE VALENTINES DAY
INCLUSIVE OF 6th ~ 14th FEBRUARY

Bouquet of 12 Red Roses £.20.00

Bouquet of 24 Red Roses £30.00

Bouquet of Special Mixed 50 Blooms inc. Red Roses & Mixed Flowers

£30.00

Bouquet of Special Mixed 30 Blooms inc. Red Roses & Mixed Flowers

£26.00
All C/Cs accepted plus Cheques/Poslal Orders made oul to;

JOYS ROSES & FLOWERS, Flamingo, Si. Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB

.Tel. No.:01481 246708 Fax. No.:01481 243406,

NAVY NEWS
ADVERTISING RATES
(excl.VAT) as effective from I st June 2002

DISPLAY
Full Page £2,235
Half Page L1,235
Quarter Page £699
S.c.c. (min 3 cm) £13.85

CLASSIFIED
Lineage 90p per word

Trade minimum 30wds.

For Sale, Minimum lOwds.

Box number £3

PENFRIENDS See details on pagelO

Discounts, Colour Rates.Technical Details available on request

Telephone: 023 9272 5062
Fax: 023 9283 0149

for a full Media Pack www.navynews.co.uk
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N6 READERS CLUB
Young Readers Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH

PRESS GANG
Could you be member of our

Press Gang?

Last year our Press Gang

visited some great places

around the country and wrote

some brilliant reports.

We're now looking for new

Press Gang members.

We've got lots of tickets to

exciting places.

All you have to do write us a

letter telling us a bit about

yourself and asking to be sent

on a Press Gang Assignment.

If we like your letter we'll send

you some free tickets to a place

near you. Off you go on the

visit and then write us a report.

If you are picked as a Press

Gang member your report will

appear in Navy News or on the

Navy News website

www.navynews.co.uk

Send your letter to The Press

Gang at Young Reader's Pages,

Navy News, HMS Nelson,

Portsmouth, POI 4HH. Don't

forget to include your name

and address.

What New Year's resolutions

will you be making? No more

chocolate? Less time on the

Play Station? Being nice to

little sisters and brothers?

Getting fit?

Write to us at the usual address

and tell us about your

resolutions for the New Year.

ON THE MOVE
Please don't forget to tell us

when you change address or

move, we have had lots of your

Christmas cards returned to us.

Young
Readers
Club
Competition
Rules:
All Young Readers Club

competitions are open to

readers aged 16 or under,

except employees and their

families of Navy News or any

company associated with the

competition. The decision of

the judge is final. Full

competition rules are

available by contacting us at

the usual address. 1 entry per

person.

PASS ME THE SAW!!!
ROYAL NAVY MEDICINE

If you were below decks in

Nelson's time that's what

you may have heard the

surgeon say to his men as

he prepared to fix an injury

to a sailor's arm or leg!

Surgeons in the Royal Navy

today may still use a saw for

operating but at least the

sailor will be fast asleep

under anaesthetic!

In old days the best a sailor

could hope for was to be

knocked out or given lots of

alcohol.

Things have moved on a

long way since the time

when sailors were operated

on, in dark, hot, dirty

conditions below decks. The

Medical Branch is a really

important part of the Royal

Navy and its highly trained

staff provide medical skills

for the Fleet and for the

Royal Marines. Medical

officers, Queen Alexandra's

Royal Naval Nurses,

Medical Technicians and

Medical Assistants provide

treatment and care in

hospitals, Naval

establishments and afloat.

There's even a Defence

Dental Agency to look after

the Royal Navy's teeth!

Civilian Doctors and Nurses

also work at the Navy's

establishments.

If you've always wanted to

be a doctor or a nurse, and

you also want to travel the

world and enjoy being part

of the Navy, you can find

out more about the medical

branch at the Royal Navy's

web site. Just log on to

www.royal-navy.mod.uk.

NAVAL MEDICINE - THE EXPERTS
These days we often hear

about new ways of treating

sick people and new cures for

diseases. The Institute of Naval

Medicine is the place where

research is done to improve the

health of the men and women

of the Royal Navy.

The Institute is based on the

South Coast of England and not

only do its experts research into

the best way to treat people who

are sick, but they also look at

ways of preventing injuries and

illness.

Here are just a few of the things

its clever staff are working on:

• Helping to develop the Royal

Navy's Fitness Test policy
• Looking at the design for a

safety helmet for boat crews
• Finding ways to reduce burns

in Navy fire fighters
• Looking into the features

needed in suits for wearing in
cold waters
The Institute also provides
doctors and scientists who give
advice on specialist areas such

as diving, submarines and
radiation. Some of this sounds
a bit like Q in James Bond!
But it is these experts who could
help prevent a serious
emergency under water or in
the surface fleet.

NAVAL TERMS...
What did you say?

We've got some more fantastic phrases for you!

FIGHTING FIT
Sailors in the Royal Navy are encouraged to keep fit,
ready for anything.

Although there's no physical
test required before joining the
Navy ifs pretty clear that
anyone wanting to join and
stay should be able to do these
tests:

Men have to

• Run 1.5 miles in under

11 minutes
• Do 39 sit-ups in no time limit

• Do 23 press-ups in no

time limit

• Do 23 burpees (squat thrusts)

in no time limit
• Sprint 300-m in 59 seconds

Women have to

• Run 1.5 miles in under

13 minutes
• Do 29 sit-ups in no time limit

• Do 17 press-ups in no

time limit
• Do 17 burpees in no

time limit

• Sprint 300-m in 72 seconds.

Could you do this? If you're

going to try you must make sure

a responsible person is there to

supervise you, that you've had
lots of practice at exercise and

you've warmed up first!

As well as encouraging people

to keep fit there are loads of

sports played by the Royal

Navy. There are teams for Polo,

Parachuting, Rugby, Rowing,

Cycling and even Rally Driving!

ACE

- Something that please a sailor
very much

BABIES HEADS

- Tinned Steak & Kidney
Pudding

JOLLY ROGER

- A Pirates flag

LOTMAN

- An old-fashioned term
for a pirate

MANACLE

- A Handcuff

TRAIN SMASH

- A fry-up with eggs, bacon and
tinned tomatoes

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
Jack
Steven
Stephen
Jacob
Amide-Leigh
Lauren
Lee John
Emily
Rebekah
Geoff
Charlie
Erin

Absalom
Allcock
Aspin
Bushell
Cannon
Cannon
Carpenter
Chiplin
Coleman
Cooper
Cooper
Duffy

Kate
Charlotte
Amber
Adam
Thomas
Sarah
Jamie
Patrick
Benjamin
Thomas
Christopher
Daniel

Ireland
Ireland
Jones
Jones
Morrant
Murphy
Nixon
O'Connor
Reedman
Ryan
Sennett
Shaw

Evan
Conor
Ross
Gemma
Shannon
Adam
Luke
Joseph
Charlotte
Jenna
Alice
Emma

Shelley
Shone
Sketchley
Smith
Spayne
Spivey
Strickland
Tinker
Westaway
Wood
Wright
Wrigley

YO N6REA& ftSOUb
MEMBERS ONLY
COMPETITION
DESIGN US A

'SfRTHDAy CARD.'.'
We an looking for a new birthday et»f for the Young Headers

Club auil we would like one of you to design it.
ne design must ke AS Size (/4fmm wide and 210mm high)

and feature Techno Cat'along witfi the young Headers Club Name.
The more bright end colourful it is, Me better.

Tne best designs will be published in the Young Headers pages and
the winner will haw their design made into a birthday card. This will

become the official young Headers Club birthday card and will be
sent to all young Headers Club members on their birthday for the

next year.

entries must be in by 2tth February 2003 and should be sent to the
usual address. Ml entries will receive a prize from the from the

young Headers Club goodie bag.'.'

(We rfyret we ctaatt return lay drawings seat in tor this cta,fetitha)

YOUlM* READERS CLUB
Join the Navy Hews Voting Readers Club and you will receive a Goodie tag, s
Royal Navy Baseball Cap, Mug, Membership cant and exclusive membership
number, Birthday & Christmas Cards, Members only competitions, Exclusive

Havat Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much more!!

I Would like
LJ Membership unfit my 16th birthday and to receive a free one year

subscription to Navy Hews (worth £20.50) for the price of £17.50
G Membership for one year and to receive four copies of Navy Hews

for just £5.00

Name
Address

Postcode

Tel No D.O.B

E-mail address

School attended

Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for
the correct amount, made payable to NAVY NEWS:

'Young Readers Club' Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH

Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558
j-2/3 or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk
^ You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone
' ' by credit or debit cards (we accept payment by: Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch) .



40 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2003 www. navynews.co.uk

Son Cadots

Steadfast says
goodbye to

two key
players

TS STEADFAST has lately said goodbye to two more of
its leading lights.

Lt Cdr Peter Mould has retired as Commanding Officer
of the Kingston-upon-Thames unit, after an association
lasting nearly 50 years.

He joined as a cadet in 1954 at the age of 12 and rapid-
ly rose through the ranks. After a short period as CO of
Putney unit, he returned to his roots at Kingston in 1989.
He now continues as National Sea Cadet Ceremonial
Officer.

Peter is succeeded as CO by Sgt Brian Walsh, who
joined Steadfast in 1982, reaching the rank of sergeant of
the Marines Detachment in 1993.

Meanwhile PO James Duffy has left to join the Royal
Navy.

James joined the unit in 1992 and became a petty offi-
cer in 1996.

He always had a strong reputation as a seaman, con-
centrating on pulling, sailing and power boating, and was
known as a first class coxswain supporting cadets in the
Great River Race.

FREE SERVICE
A Naval Charity for all ranks and rates
in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines.
A source of sound advice and sane
comment on most matters.
Provides help on personal finance,
resettlement and employment on
leaving.

• Above: Lt Cdr Peter
Mould steps out at the
Trafalgar Day parade in
Trafalgar Square. Below:
PO James Duffy

If you ever thought:
'If only I could talk to

someone!'
and you can't find the right

someone, then talk to
the White Ensign Association

Contact:
The White Ensign A

I HMS BELFAST, Tootey St. London SE1 2JH
1 Phone 020 7407 8658 Fax 020 7357 6298

office@whiteensign.co.uk
www.whiteensign.co.uk

New Jersey CO
LT PAUL EVERY
of Jersey unit
receives the
Cadet Forces
Medal for 12
years' service
from the
Commander
HMS Excellent,
Cdr Bug
Wrightson.

Lt Every was
at the Sea
Cadet Training
Centre at Whale
Island,
Portsmouth to
undertake his
Command
Course before
taking over as
CO of the
Channel Islands
unit.
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Sea Cadets

Cadets have been in Cecil's
line of work for 50 years

OVER 50 years' service as a trainer
with the Sea Cadets in York made Lt
Cecil Tug' Wilson a natural for the BT

ChildLine Awards for Services to Children
2002.

Tug (79) joined the Royal Navy and spent
World War II with the Dover patrol. When he left
the Navy in 1946 he became a printer with his
local paper, where he stayed for 42 years.

Today he still works tirelessly organising
courses and trips for his Cadets with whom he is
often found playing rounders and football in the
local park. "I love every aspect of the Sea Cadet
Corps and I have no intention of giving up yet,"
he says.

Steve Brown, one of the three cadets who
nominated him for the award - £2,000 for a char-
ity of his choice, and engraved jade glass trophy
and a personal cash prize - said: "If it wasn't for
Lt Wilson I would have ended up hanging around
on street corners and getting into trouble. He
trained me to be a different person.

"Lt Wilson is such a top bloke - he's always
there for the Cadets and gets a buzz when we do
well. I'd like to be involved in the Sea Cadets for
the rest of my life, like him."

Kristin Bryson nominated Cecil because: "He
is the kindest, most trusting, nicest man that I
have come across in the cadets and outside. I
am proud and honoured to know Lt Wilson and
be one of those cadets who has been taught by
him."

Kristin is Norwegian and moved to York at the
age of 10. She says she was really shy then, but
is confident now - thanks to Lt Wilson. She now
teaches with the Sea Cadets and wants to join
the Royal Navy when she leaves university.

James Ireland chose to nominate Lt Wilson on
behalf of all the cadets. He said: "The ex-cadets,
present cadets at the unit, the staff and I would
like to thank him on behalf of all future cadets for
the great love, devotion and diligence he has
shown us all."

Lt Wilson received his award from ChildLine
Chair Esther Rantzen at a sumptuous Christmas
lunch at the BT Tower in London.

ChildLine is the UK's free, 24-hour helpline for
children and young people, staffed by trained,
volunteer counsellors. The number for children
to call is 0800 1111. For more information visit
ChildLine's website at www.childline.org.uk

• 'TOP BLOKE': Lt Tug Wilson receives his
award from ChildLine Chair Esther Rantzen

Frank's gift
recalls his
Drum Major
glory days
TO HELP TS Legion reform a Drum and Bugle Band, retired
Bristol Sea Cadet officer Lt Frank Marsh has given the
Cheltenham unit a Corps of Drums.

VISITING the world's most
southerly unit was the
Admiral of the Sea Cadets,
HRH The Duke of York - seen
here with His Excellency the
Governor of the Falkland
Islands, Donald Lament.

The Duke met up with TS
Endurance while attending a
Falklands War 20th anniver-
sary commemoration togeth-
er with 250 veterans of the
conflict in the Memorial
Wood, which has one tree
planted for everyone who was
killed.

Endurance are
furthest south

Frank joined TS Adventure at
Bristol at the age of 14 in 1947.

Before he left at 17 to join the
RNVR at HMS Flying Fox he had
been highly successful in ceremo-
nial drill and the Drum and Bugle
Band, of which he was Drum
Major.

He completed his National
Service in the Royal Navy and
returned to TS Adventure where
he became an instructor, later
being commissioned as an officer.

He retired in 1965 to follow a
career in London West End the-
atre management, which included
a return to Bristol in 1976-77 when
he managed the Bristol
Hippodrome.

Later he moved to Chatham
where he was a senior member of
a group of volunteers who cam-
paigned to save Britain's last sur-
viving World War I I destroyer
HMS Cavalier.

Frank returned to live in Bristol
in 2000, rejoining TS Adventure to
serve on the management commit-
tee. He looked up four of his cadet
friends who played in the old
Drum and Bugle Band of the early
1950s and encouraged them to
help reform it after a lapse of 35
years.

Frank has fond memories of
Cheltenham going back to 1959
when he started his career as a
trainee cinema manager at the
Gaumont in Whitcombe Street.

All-action
adventure

out in
Akrotiri

T

FULL use of Limassol Services
Sailing Club was made by
Grecnock unit during their annual
camp at RAF Akrotiri, Cyprus.

TS Gold Rover were able to run
RYA Sailing and Power Boat
courses - but the most popular
activity was the two-day visit to
Watermania, the theme park in
Fassouri.

Each cadet achieved either a
sailing or powerboat qualification,
though, and there were also calls
at the Air Field (where the fire sta-
tion was seen responding to a real
incident) and the Search and
Rescue station and Air Traffic
Control - again the scene of much
activity where Tornado squadrons
were practising take off and land-
ing.

A call at Paphos provided paras-
cending and a trip in a glass-bot-
tomed boat.

Talent hunt for staff at Stoke
STOKE-ON-TRENT arc on the lookout to recruit more staff- especial-
ly as all their senior rates are female.

"Some of our younger male cadets could be forgiven for thinking
they've joined the Girl Guides!" says TS Talent Chairman Steve Taylor.

"We would very much like to hear from ex-RN or ex-MN personnel in
North Staffordshire. As wonderful as our POs arc, we would like to
recruit some gentlemen to bring some equilibrium to the gender balance
- although ex-Wrens are welcome as well. Call us on Tuesday and Friday
evenings after 7.30pm on 01782 280539."
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Snort
King Alfred
cleans up
at tattoo
ROYAL Naval Reservists from
Portsmouth claimed a clean sweep
in a high-profile field gun tourna-
ment in the Midlands.

The team from HMS King
Alfred overcame their arch rivals
from HMS Forward from
Birmingham in front of a f u l l
house of 9,000 in the National
Indoor Arena to clinch all three
main awards in the Golden Jubilee
Birmingham Tattoo.

Led by their Field Gun Officer,
Lt Cdr Jim Drury, HMS King
Alfred won the fastest time, aggre-
gate cup and overall trophy.

Lt Cdr Drury said: "It was a fan-
tastic achievement, with all the
crew's efforts over the last eight
weeks of training producing the
most exciting and spectacular
show.

''The keys to our success were
hard training, team work and ded-
ication. There was a br i l l i an t spirit
among the team."

The Birmingham event attracts
participants from throughout the
UK as well as Russia and the USA,
including hands, singers, dancers
and re-enactment groups from the
Living History Society.

Boxers in fine form
as showdown looms

THE ROYAL Navy boxing
squad is in high spirits this
term after convincing victories
in Bedford, Bristol, London
and Portsmouth.

Not only the reliable and more
experienced squad members, but
also the recrui tment and develop-
ment of new talent, have main-
tained th steady progress over the
last couple of seasons.

Amongst the many impressive
bouts at the opening show was
PORT 'Jay' Steele's showdown
against a very experienced Home
Counties heavyweight champion.

After some fierce right-handers,
which floored his opponent, Steelc
brought about an abrupt conclu-
sion in the th i rd round by stopping
his opponent.

At the same venue Mne Kev
'The Baby-faced Assassin' Green
scored two standing counts follow-
ing impressive combinations.

The show continued with victo-

ries from fellow Scot Mnc Jim
Cuisack and Mne Dave
'Hurricane' Tang, while Mne Andy
Lowe's fancy footwork and accu-
rate punching proved too much for
his aggressive opponent.

The annual Western Counties
Select show followed shortly after-
wards, and the momentum was
main ta ined wi th eight victories
from ten bouts.

The show then moved on to
London, with another impressive
display, and finished against the
Southern Counties at Portsmouth,
just before the squad left for
Australia (see below).

They now have to focus on the
Combined Services show, to be
held at HMS Nelson in Portsmouth

on January 29 and 30. The doors
open for the finals on January 30 at
6.30pm, wi th the first bout at 7.30.
Tickets at £5 are available from the
Officer of the Watch at the main
gate of HMS Nelson.

Meanwhile at Novice level there
have been several Command area
contests which led to finals at HMS
Nelson, which hosted with profes-
sionalism and flair - credit to Cdre
Amjad Hussain's PT staff, particu-
larly WOPT Bobby Fung and
POPT O Shillingford, among oth-
ers.

There were some excellent indi-
vidual performances, notably from
Mne O'Connell, awarded the run-
ner-up to OM Boyle as best boxer.

A strong Royal Marines squad

took the team honours, ahead of
Portsmouth, wi th Naval Air
Command third.

The winners were: OM
Ycardsley (Flywt); OM Quinn
(Bantamwt); MEM Boyle
(Fcathcrwt); MEM Watts
(Lightwt); Mne Rymer (Welterwt);
AEM Perkins (Light middlcwt);
Mnc Mulvil lc (Super heavywt);
LPT White (Special cruiserwt);
Mnc Baylon (Middlewt); Mne
Smith (Heavywt); Mnc Symons
(Cruiserwt); Mne Taigh (Light
Heavywt).

The finals of the RN Inter-Unit
Cup will take place on Thursday
February 13 at HMS Collingwood,
Fareham.

Navy fighters edge score
in Australian tournaments

• Lt Simon Hammock and Lt Ian McTeer compete in the Heineken
World Open Catamaran Regatta in Aruba

Lottery win sparks
fast-cat challenge

A LOTTERY win presented
two Royal Navy plilots with
the chance to challenge
top-notch yachtsmen in a
Caribbean paradise.

Lt Simon Hammock came
up trumps in the RN and RM
Sports Lottery, and with his
winnings he bought a
Hurricane 5.9 racing catama-
ran.

And Simon, having enlisted
the help of fellow pilot Lt Ian
McTeer, first sailed it in anger
in the Heineken World Open
Catamaran Regatta in Aruba,
against some of the best cata-
maran sailors in the world.

Despite having relatively lit-
tle 'cat' experience, and no
time to train for the event
before or after the yacht was
shipped out to the Caribbean,
the pair quickly picked up
knowledge and tips from the
fleet assembled in Aruba.

And conditions were perfect
for transferring their dinghy
skills to fast cat racing.

With a host of Olympic con-
tenders and national champi-
ons advising them on tech-
nique and tactics, the end of
the week saw them maintain-
ing speeds well in excess of
twenty knots, finishing their
last race third in class.
Overall, the pair were placed

a respectable 25th out of 42,
despite breaking the boat and
not finishing two of the races.

Lt Hammock commented:
"It was extremely fortunate
that we were both available to
compete in the event, and we
are very grateful to the

Lottery, RNSA, VSS fund,
Naval Air Command and HMS
Heron's PT staff for the finan-
cial backing and support we
have received.

"We are now waiting for the
boat to return to England so
that we can begin training
towards next seasons UK
nationals - albeit in a slightly
colder environment..."

NAVY boxers have just returned
from a tour to Australia which pit-
ted them against a New South
Wales Select and provided a warm
weather training camp in prepara-
tion for the Inter-Services
Championships this month.

The squad stayed at HMAS
Kuttabul in Sydney, training in the
gym and at world champion Kostya
Tszyu's gym in Sydney.

The squad, which consisted of
15 boxers, three coaches, two offi-
cials and two staff, boxed two
shows, both at the Ex-Serviceman's
Club at Coogee Randwick in
Sydney.

In the first show, the tourists
won four out of six bouts.

Mne Adam Swainston won a
close bout, finishing strongly to
clinch a points decision - and that
with only an hour's notice to box
after the original fighter failed to
show up.

Mnc Graham Alderson came
up against a strong opponent who
was always coming forward, but a
warning for the local fighter in the
third round swung the tie for the
Royal.

Mne Dave Tang's tall opponent
made a difficult target, and Tang
was comfortably beaten on points.

OM Sean McDonald's came up
against a lively teenager who
rocked the Marine in the final
round to tie the bout on points, but
McDonald won on the countbaek.

Mnc Andy Lowe started slowly
and seemed to give his opponent
too much respect at first, and

although he jabbed his way back,
he lost on points.

OM Tony I lindley took a points
decision in a scrappy fight, tiring in
the third but hanging on in his first
bout since last January because of
operational commitments.

The second show saw the
Australians putting together a very
strong squad from all over New
South Wales, determined not to
lose against the 'Poms'.

The first bout, a rematch for
McDonald, was an absolute war
with both boxers going hammer
and tongs at each other.
McDonald survived two standing
counts but lost on points.

Mne Adam Swainston found his
bout difficult to get into, and coach
Tommy McPhee threw in the towel
in the third.

AEM Vaughan Perkins won by
walkover when his opponent failed
his medical.

Mne Stuart Ellwell faced a
cocky opponent, with lots of show-
boating and jesting to the crowd

but soon knuckled down when
Ellwcll dropped him in the first.
The stocky Ellwell went on to win
narrowly on points.

Mne Barney Barnett faced a
powerful boxer who caused real
problems. Barnett was floored
twice in the third, at which point the
referee stopped the contest.

Mne Jimmy Gaskell, suffering a
shoulder in jury , boxed well early
on but lost 20-12.

OM Neil Suko won by walkover
when his opponent pulled out at
the last minute.

POPT Jason Stecle boxed the
Australian No.2 Jamie Withers,
losing 36-22 to a very tough oppo-
nent in a bout that won both fight-
ers a standing ovation.

Mne Mick O'Connell won a
scrappy fight on a counlback.

The final score after the two
shows was 8-7 to the Royal Navy, a
great result after a hard two weeks
t ra in ing and two shows against
some tough opposition.

Students head to Scotland
ABERDEEN Universities'
Royal Naval Unit (URNU) has
been tasked to organise the
annual URNU Sports
Weekend, which this year
will be staged at Faslane in
Scotland in March.

The event, which has been

staged in the Portsmouth
area in recent years, is
expected to attract around
500 students for the sports
Olympiad.

The Guest of Honour over
the weekend will be FOSNNI,
Rear Admiral Derek Anthony.

• The Royal Navy men's and women's volleyball teams line up at Sydney during their tour to
Australia

Volleyball
teams go
on tour

NAVY volleyball squads flew out
to Australia to take part in the
annual Australian Defence Force
Tournament.

The men and women touched
down in Sydney for a couple of
days acclimatising, training and
sightseeing, before moving on to
Canberra for the competition
itself, which was sponsored by
Saab.

The Australians split up into
territorial teams, and the Royal
Navy men's team finished fourth
overall in their section, while the
women were f i f th in their event.

The tournament began with a
one-day beach competition, fol-
lowed by a more orthodox event
indoors, which stretched over six
days.

New squad members arc always
welcome - contact your PTI for
more details.

• Steve Payne was the third
RN men's runner home

Women
win while
men take
second

THE ROYAL Navy Ladies
cross-country team took a strong
Bideford team by surprise at
Exeter to snatch the South West
Championship title by the closest
of margins. Only 3 points separat-
ed the first 3 teams with RNAC on
260 points. Bidclord on 259 and
South Devon on 258 points.

RNAC were led home by
POWWTR Vieki Norton (DLO
Bath), who battled against a stitch
in the last mile to hang on to sev-
enth place after being in the top
five for most of the race.

With such a tight race unfolding
behind her, Vicki's determination
to mainta in her position was vital
and she was well supported by
good runs from the rest of the
team over a demanding course.

Primarily a triathlete,
Vicki has stepped up her
running training lately and it
is certainly paying divi-
dends that will bring her
into contention for the Navy
title and an Inter Service
medal in early 2003.
Lt Cdr Wendy Scott (HMS

Raleigh) was next in, in 14th place.
Wendy is fast recovering from her
marathon efforts in Washington
where she led home the RN ladies

"with a 3.13 clocking and should be
rounding into her best form in
time for the major competitions in
the New Year.

The scoring team was closed by
Lt Linda Lawrence (RNAS
Culdrose) in 22nd and newcomers
to this years team, Lt Amy Gaunt
and Lt Val Stamper (both BRNC)
had promising runs in 53rd and
57th respectively.

This was the first time that the
ladies have won an RNAC fixture
and with the South West
Championships incorporated with
the league race they certainly
chose a tough field to achieve it.
The course presented a tough
challenge with a long steep climb
and a double river crossing on
each lap.

The men's team came close to
making it a double celebration for
the club, but this time Bideford
proved too strong.

Mne Pete Belcher (RN&RM
Careers) headed the RNAC team
in fifth, with POPT Sean Childs
(BRNC) just behind in sixth.

WO Steve Payne (RM
Bickleigh) faded slightly after
strong early running, but was
happy to hang on in 11th and with
LS Pete Waumsley (HMS Nelson)
20th and Lt Charles Fisher
(BRNC) 34th, the team finished
well clear of Exeter Harriers.

With the Championships
including the Westward League
competition, the result puts the
men's team second in the league
going into the New Year just
behind Bidcford.

Anybody interested in cross
country should contact Lt Graeme
Riley on 9352 33293. It is a sport
for all standards and all comers
arc welcome to run for the club.
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Snort
Early exit for
League team

A COMBINATION of operational
commitments and opposition on
top form led to an early exit from
the 2003 TXU Energi Challenge
Cup for the Navy Rugby XIII.

Although Cottingham Tigers
were languishing in the bottom
three of their division, with two
wins from seven, when the draw
was made, by the time the match
was played the Tigers were on a
three-match winning streak - and
firefighting duties had ruined RN
preparations.

The first half was even, with the
RN shading possession as they
played up the slope - and they
would have been ahead had Super
League referee Steve Presley not
given a couple of marginal forward
pass decisions against them.

The home team countered by
pressuring the RN defence with
high attacking kicks, a ploy which
led to the only try of the half when
a fumbled kick allowed the home
side to score a converted try under
the posts.

The Navy reduced the deficit
before half time with a long-range
penalty from LOM Whiskey
Walker.

Despite the scoreline the RN
were still in the game, and with the
slope in their favour in the second
half hopes were still high.

Both defences remained on top,
and another promising Navy attack
was again cut short by a whistle for
a forward pass at the death.

The midpoint of the second half
saw the game turn in favour of the
home side when an injury to one of
the Navy's key players, Mne
Jordan James, was followed by a
bri l l iant solo try for Cottingham.
and the Tigers went on to win by a
Haltering 34-2.

• Issy Gay in action

They have since gone on to
claim a place in the third round.

The defeat by the Tigers was an
even bigger disappointment for
one visitor as it was his last game as
a member of the Royal Navy.

Stand off AB Neil 'Issy' Gay has
been a stalwart of the side almost
from the beginning of Rugby
League as a Navy sport and wi l l be
sorely missed not only for his
Rugby skills but his enthusiasm for
the game and his sense of humour.
All concerned with RNRL wish
'Issv' all the best for the future.

• HMS Heron forwards (green and yellow) drive in for the ball

Revenge for Heron
HMS HERON exacted revenge
for last year's Lambs Navy Rum
Rugby Union Knock-out Cup final
defeat when they beat the students
of Dartmouth 23-20 in an exciting
match at The Rectory, Plymouth.

Watched by a crowd of around
200, including Commander-in-
Chief Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon
Band, Heron got off to a blistering
start, scoring seven points in the
first two minutes through effective
mauling and a line-out.

Heron added a penalty, and
almost touched down again, but
BRNC, backed by vocal support,
forced their way back into the
game with an unconverted try and
a penalty, followed by a second

Climb support
PELI Products are to supply a
range of protector cases and torch-
es to support the Royal Navy and
Royal Marines Everest North
Ridge.

More than 30 of the lightweight
crashproof cases will be on the
trip, which aims to climb the
world's highest mountain in the
50th anniversary year of the first
ascent by Hillary and Tenzing.

All Peli cases and torches have
NATO stock codes and are used
extensively by armed forces, fire
brigades and police across the
world.

unconverted try.
But Heron came back with a

goal and a penalty before the
break to lead 20-13 going into the
second half.

The second half was as exciting
as the first, but points were harder
to come by.

In the gusty wind, penalties were
missed and a forward pass stymied
a BRNC try, but it was Heron who
added to their score first with a
penalty on 65 minutes.

BRNC bounced back and were
awarded a penalty try with just ten
minutes to go, bringing them to
within three points of their rivals
and heralding a frantic finale, but
neither side could break through
giving the airmen the victory
spoils. Man of the Match was
AEM Over of HMS Heron.
• As Navy News went to press,
details were just emerging of new
sponsors for the annual highlight
of the Royal Navy Rugby Union
season, the Army v Navy match at
Twickenham.

This season's game is scheduled
for Saturday May 3, and the
defence industry giant Babcock
has just signed a £55,000 deal to
cover the sponsorship of this pres-
tige event, which attracted more
than 42,000 spectators last year
when the Army regained the tro-
phy. The ticket hotline is at 0870
4446633.

• Members of 801 Naval Air Squadron climb Mt Whitney, the highest peak in North America at over
14,OOOft, during a detachment to Point Magu and China Lake, California. The squadron took part in
AMRAAM missile trials, firing five missiles in various profiles

Flying start to
cup campaign

THE NAVY'S South West
Counties Cup campaign got off
to a flying start when the senior
side heat Somerset FA 3-2 at
RN air station Yeovilton.

The competition is split into
regional groups before the knock-
out phase begins, and pits the
Senior Service against the football
associations of Somerset, Devon,
Gloucester and Guernsey.

On a bitterly cold evening, the
new-look Navy side played strong,
committed football against a coun-
try side boasting established play-
ers from Bath City and former
players from Yeovil Town.

The Navy started well, but found
keeper Malessa in good form, sav-
ing well from POPT Haigh ( I I M S
Edinburgh) and Mne Boehenski
(45 CdoJ inside 15 minutes.

With Mne Carr (JSU
Northwood) dictating play from
the middle of the park, the Navy
dominated, and Somerset were
restricted to a couple of snap-shots
on the break from striker Fiekcr.

But there was no Dark Blue
breakthrough in the first half, and
it remained goalless at the interval.

The second half began with the
Navy back on the offensive, but
although Haigh went close with a
near-post header on 50 minutes it
was the visiting side who struck
first, with Yeovil old boy Paul
Thorpe heading the ball home.

The sailors stormed back, and
only desperate defending kept
them at bay.

Gillard was booked for a foul on
Haigh on the hour, and the result-
ing free kick compounded the pun-
ishment as Carr's shot from 20
yards took a deflection and crept
into the corner of the net.

The Navy pushed on in search of
a winner, and were rewarded in (he
75th minute when LMEA Alex
Allen (HMS Sultan) beat two men
on the edge of the box before slot-
ting past the keeper inside the post.

But with their noses in front,
inexperience showed as the Navy
relaxed slightly, and were made to
pay as Somerset surged forward,
with Thorpe unsettling the home
defence.

OM McGall (HMS Newcastle)
made a fine save to deny an

Indoor cricket
THE Royal Navy Cricket Club
have secured the Indoor School of
Excellence at the Somerset
County Ground at Taunton on
January 29 and February 19
between 1000 and 1600 for coach-
ing sessions.

Any aspiring RN representative
cricketers - seniors, Under-25s or
ladies - should contact either Lt
Col Tim Webster RM (93785
4014) or the RNCC Secretary, Lt
Cdr David Cooke (9380 23741), as
soon as possible.

equaliser, but from the resulting
corner he could do nothing as the
ball was lashed home in a goal-
mouth scramble.

The referee played six minutes
of added time, and was checking
his watch when Haigh was given a
little too much space and thumped
a stunning 25-yard shot into the
top corner to snatch the game.

Team manager COPT Neil
Frame said: "I was delighted the
lads kept going, playing good foot-

ball to give us a winning start in the
group.

Royal Navy team (4-4-2):
McGall, Craddock (HMS Sultan),
Groundscll (RM School of Music),
O'Neill (HMS Caledonia), Carr,
Preston (HMS Newcastle) (sub
Garrett (HMS Illustrious), 85),
Stevens (HMS Drake) (sub
Foxhall ( I I M S Sultan) 60), Lister
(HMS Collingwood), Haigh,
Bochcnski, Allen. Sub not used:
Johnson.

Thoughts
turn to
tennis
AS WINTER sets in, thoughts in
one section of the Navy's sporting
fraternity turn to next summer and
action on the tennis courts.

The RNLTA arc keen to take
the best available team to the
inter-Services competition at
Wimbledon in August, and to that
end has organised a series of
coaching weekends.

These weekends, dotted across
the Naval estate, are open to all-
comers and designed to feed
through to a series of fixtures cul-
minating in the annual challenge
against the Army and RAP at the
home of lawn tennis in SW19.

The first session is at the
Devonshire Club in Plymouth on
January 25-2(>, with the second at
the Indoor Tennis Centre in
Portsmouth on February 8-9, both
co-ordinated by Chris Usbournc -
tel 9380 24193.

The third session is at the
Helensburgh Lawn Tennis
Club under the guidance of
Steve Losh, on 93255 3745.
After these sessions, fur ther

group events will take place lead-
ing to the inter-Service B competi-
tion at Aldcrshot in April, and on
to the main event in August.

Fixtures also take place at the
Queen's Club and against the
AELTC during a busy season, pre-
senting tennis players with a
unique opportunity to play at the
top clubs in the country.

There is also an opportunity to
represent the Service overseas
with a tour planned for August to
the United States - ful l details are
available from Cdr Simon Brand
on96H)l 8109.

£RIM & RM Sports
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£7,600 IN PRIZES
EVERY WEEK

(£5,000 TOP PRIZE)
FOR £3 PER MONTH

That's less than the price of 2 Pints of beer

Your lottery provides over £1 Million per year to finance Excitement,
Adventure, Exhilaration, Recreation, Sport and

Fitness at all levels and at any place in the World - That's a fact
Don't be left out of the Action - Be in to Win Prizes - Action - Adventure

join Today
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deployment, following the suecess
of FS Aconit's partieipalion in
NTG 2000. The French unit on
this oeeasion will he FS Primauget,
which will he part of the deploy-
ment for a 'significant' part of the
programme, according to plan-
ners.

Flying Fish will this year he
hosted by Malaysia, and will take
place off the Malaysia and
Singapore peninsula, starting in
June.

This year the RN is chiefly play-
ing the role of the bad guys,
attacking the Five Powers group,
although there will he UK ele-
ments on both sides. The RAF is
also taking part in the programme
this year.

One of the key aims of the first
part of the deployment, as the
ships head through the
Mediterranean and the Suez
Canal into the Middle East, will be
to maximise training opportuni-
ties, generating a capable task
group which can sustain itself to
the Far East and back again.

The task group will be com-
manded by Rear Admiral David
Snelson, in his role as Commander
UK Maritime Forces (COMUK-
MARFOR), on board Ark Royal -
the ship he commanded until last
year.

Accompanying the carrier will
be Type 23 frigate HMS
Marlborough, destroyer HMS
Liverpool, supply ship RFA Fort
Victoria and tanker RFA
Orangelcaf.

There will also be a "submarine
presence" for elements of the
deployment, although no one boat
has been assigned for the whole
trip.

Among the countries on the
schedule are Australia, New
Zealand, the Philippines, Brunei,
China, Japan, Singapore,
Malaysia, India and Pakistan.

The Far East marks the limit for
the main body of the task group,
which will then take a fast route
home, but HMS Marlborough is
due to press on and will then visit
Australia and New Zealand.

For the rest of the group, the
deployment is confined to the
northern hemisphere - but when
the route takes the ships less than
50 miles from the Equator plan-
ners have built a small 'excursion'
into the programme, diverting the
flotilla into the southern hemi-
sphere and allowing the younger
members of the ships' companies
to experience the Royal Navy tra-
ditions of 'crossing the line'.

The group is due to set out in
the middle of this month and
should return to the UK by August
- in time for the school holidays.

NTG 2(K)3 will be the latest of a
series of far-reaching deployments
which take place around every
three years.

It has been in planning since
February 2002, but the pro-
gramme has been designed to be
flexible as the political situation
around the world develops, and as
is always the case with such
deployments, contingency plans
are drawn up if the programme
has to change.

"NTG 2003 will sail ready to
undertake any operations the
Government directs us to under-
take," a Royal Navy officer said.

Q Although no political deci-
sion had yet been made, as Navy
News went to press the Ministry of
Defence announced that plans
were being made for war with Iraq.

Moves were being made
towards such measures as charter-
ing ships to carry heavy equipment
to the Gulf.

Reservists had been contacted,
although none had as yet been
called up.

Leo's lifesaver WREN Operator Maintainer Amy Stubbs. currently serving in
HMS Manchester, carries 11-week-old Leo Challoner from a
smoke-filled block of flats in Southampton. Amy was part of
the Armed Forces Operation Fresco, supplying fire cover
during the firefighters' dispute. More pictures on page 12.

Top fighter pilot
dies in training
flight crash
ONE OF the Navy's best-known fighter pilots has died in a training flight crash
at RAF Wittering.

Lt Cdr Martin London
(above) - known throughout
the Service as 'Jack' - died
when his RN T8 trainer Sea
Harrier crashed during a con-
ventional take-off on a training
exercise on December 5.

The much-decorated pilot,
described as a legend in the Navy,
died after ejecting from the aircraft
shortly before it hit the ground and
burst into flames.

The trainee on board - who has
not been named - was injured, but
the injuries were described as "non
life-threatening".

Convention dictates that the
instructor in two-seat training air-
craft does not eject from the strick-
en plane until the student has got
clear.

Lt Cdr London had served 24
years in the Fleet Air Arm, includ-
ing missions in the Gulf, the for-
mer Yugoslavia, and in Sierra
Leone.

Only a week before the crash he
appeared on BBCl's 999 pro-
gramme, reliving the time his
Harrier canopy shattered at
40,000ft and he managed to bring
his aircraft safely back to the carri-
er.

Lt Cdr London was serving with
800 Naval Air Squadron on board
HMS Invincible in January 1998,
and while flying at high altitude
over the Gulf of Aden his canopy
exploded, f i l l ing the cockpit with a
maelstrom of sharp fragments.

One shard ricocheted off his
helmet and embedded itself into
his seat only inches from his head.

Despite rapid decompression
and the swirling debris, Lt London
- as he was then - demonstrated
superb flying skills and composure,
sending a mayday message before

rapidly bringing the aircraft down
to 3,000ft in around 30 seconds.

That plunge was so fast that he
suffered windburn to his eyes, but
he managed to fly it 70 miles back
to the carrier. The incident earned
him the Queen's Commendation
for Bravery in the Air.

Lt Cdr London recently com-
pleted a two-year tour with 801
NAS aboard HMS Illustrious. He

was the Royal Navy's most distin-
guished and experienced serving
Sea Harrier pilot and was also
renowned for his role in teaching
young pilots. An inquiry has now
been set up to investigate the acci-
dent in which he died.

Both men involved were from
899 Naval Air Squadron, based at
Yeovolton, Somerset, on attach-
ment to Wittering.

Nottinaham returns
H M S N O T T I N G H A M
returned home to
Portsmouth on December
8, five months after suffer-
ing serious damage when
she grounded on Wolfe
Rock off the coast of east-
ern Australia.

After a six-week piggy-back
voyage on board the Dutch
heavy lift ship mv Swan, she
had her fastenings removed
in Portsmouth before being
refloated in the Solent.

She was then towed back
into Portsmouth harbour for
dry-docking in preparation
for her £26 million repair by
Fleet Support Ltd. The job is
likely to take up to 18 months.

All the expertise available
at Portsmouth Naval Base
was involved in this complex
operation which had to take
account, among other things,
of tides and currents as well
as weather.

Those involved in the plan-
ning and execution of
Nottingham's safe arrival
included personnel of the
Royal Navy, the Warship
Support Agency and FSL.

Since the ship underwent
an extensive refit in 1999,
which extended her opera-
tional life to 2012, a full repair

i HOME AGAIN: HMS Nottingham enters the dock in Portsmouth where she will begin her refit

was found to be the most
cost-effective solution and
Defence Procurement
Minister Lord Bach hailed the
decision as "good news for
the Royal Navy".

HMS Glasgow is to be reac-
tivated rather than held at a
lower state of readiness while
Nottingham is being repaired.

Severn
starts
out rsr*

HMS Severn, second of the
Royal Navy's River Class patrol
ships, takes to the water at
Vosper Thornycroft's Woolston,
Southampton yard.
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