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'HOPING FOR BEST
BOT PREPARED FOR

WORST...9• BIG SEND-OFF: HMS Ark Royal
leaves Portsmouth prepared for any-
thing, 10,000 people lining the
seafront to wish her well. HMS
Ocean followed from Plymouth five
days later
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-.' < |K».A ,' Ark leads biggest task

group in 20 years
MORE Royal Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships have deployed for
exercises in the Mediterranean as the pressure on Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein increases.

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon announced that additional ships would sail alongside
the long-planned Naval Task Group 2003 (NTG03), giving the newly-strengthened group
a potent amphibious capability.

And as the flagship HMS Ark Royal sailed
from Portsmouth in the glare of publicity, her
Commanding Officer, Capt Alan Massey,
summed up the feelings of all on board when he
said: "We always hope for the best but arc pre-
pared for the worst."

When the biggest task group sent out from the UK
in 20 years gathers in the Mediterranean, it wi l l give
the Government a range of options - one of which is
still to send the original group on its way to the Asia-
Pacific region as planned.

Bui commanders of the group admitted that one of
the other options would he to re-route the task group
into the Gulf for operations in Iraq - although they
emphasised that nothing has yet been decided.

Almost 150 broadcasters and journalists attended
the press conference on the eve of Ark's departure, an
event which featured Rear Admiral David Snelson.
Commander UK Maritime Forces, Capt Massey and
Lt Col Ben Curry, representing the Commandant

General Royal Marines.
Some of the questioning was politely rebuffed, as it

strayed into the area of politics and speculation.
But other queries brought responses which gently

reminded journalists what the Royal Navy was all
about. When one journalist asked if the Ark was pre-
pared for war, Capt Massey replied: "Well, as a war-
ship, that's really what we are here to do..."

Capt Masscy said the ship's company, average age
24, would be t ra in ing for every eventuality - as usual -
and the ship was well-stocked for the deployment,
including thousands of chocolate bars and plenty of
food: "When Royal Marines are involved, you can tre-
ble the amount of food needed."

Capt Massey himself is also well-prepared, having
brought two electric guitars with him for relaxation "in
case one breaks."

The composition of NTG03 was changed dramati-
cally to boost the amphibious capability, and with heli-
copter carrier HMS Ocean added to the group, along
• Turn to back page
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Somerset returns,
Echo debuts

I
N THE last days bef-
ore Christmas, Dev-
onport welcomed one
ship home from
deployment and

another putting in her first
appearance at her home
port.

Type 23 frigate HMS
Somerset was back after cover-
ing more than 20,000 nautical
miles on deployment with
SNFL, NATO's Standing
Naval Force Atlantic.

Despite the name of the force,
Somerset spent the majority of the
four-months tour of duty in the
Eastern Mediterranean on
Operation Active Endeavour to
monitor shipping as part of the
international war against terror-
ism.

Exercises were conducted with
other ships of the force, including
units from Spain, Germany, Italy
and the United States, and
Somerset periodically acted as
Flagship for the Commander of
SNFL, Rear Admiral Otcro from
Spain.

Scott
rows
Red

ALTHOUGH current
security measures pre-
vented HMS Scott from
undertaking the 'Row the
Suez Challenge during
the ship's transit just
before Christmas, the
ship's company took it
up during passage
through the Red Sea
instead.

Best time was record-
ed by CPOMEA 'Chippy'
Pritchard at 7:17 - and
most honorable by Wren
SR Rachael Small at a lit-
tle under ten minutes.
Final time was 10hrs
53min 9sec - and the
ship's charity, the chil-
dren's ward of Scott
Hospital, was boosted by
£180.

• POMEM 'Mac'
McNally completes one
of his three stints on the
rowing machine

Another visitor was the British
Commandcr-in-Chicf Fleet,
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band, who
as NATO Commandcr-in-Chicf to
the Eastern Atlantic, has responsi-
bility for the SNFL task group.

Somerset also spent a day work-
ing alongside the American
Nimitz-class nuclear-powered air-
craft carrier USS George
Washington. The carrier had a full
air group of 75 aircraft, and can
launch 48 of them in less than 14
minutes.

Lt Cdr Greg Davison and Lt
Andy Dowling, Somerset's aircrew,
visited the George Washington to
watch the impressive air opera-
tions.

HMS Somerset's Commanding
Officer, Cdr Keith Blount, said:
"The operation in the Eastern
Mediterranean has been a real suc-
cess, with the many allied warships
giving a sense of purpose to the
global war against terrorism in the
region.

"In addition, the presence of
NATO in the area has provided
assurance to the large number of
merchant vessels that use these
seas."

During the deployment the
ship's company of Somerset have
been raising money for their affili-
ated charity, the Bay Tree School
in Weston-super-Mare, with a
number of events including a golf
competition and a gala evening on
the ship's flight deck.

Following Somerset into
Devonport a few hours later was
HMS Echo, the Royal Navy's latest
survey vessel, which was accepted
into the Fleet in a ceremony at

Portsmouth in November.
The multi-role hydrographic

and oceanographic survey vessel
joined the other survey ships,
which are all based in the West
Country.

Echo will be available for opera-
tions for at least 334 days a year - a
50 per cent improvement on her
predecessors - and her improved
scakecping means she can carry
out useful work in the rough seas
of the South West Approaches for
90 per cent of the year. Older ves-
sels could only manage 13 per cent
of the year.

She has a ship's company
of 72 which, like the
ocean survey vessel HMS
Scott, are rotated, so that
Echo will have 49 crew

members on board while the
remainder are taking leave or
undergoing training.

The ship's Commanding
Officer, Cdr Martin Jones, said:
"All on board feel very proud and
privileged to serve in this brand
new ship.

"Having been away from our
home port for nearly 12 months
while the ship was being built, it is
great to be bringing HMS Echo to
Devonport before Christmas."

Echo, which has an all-electric
propulsion system, was built at
Bideford in Devon by Appledorc
Shipbuilders, under sub-contract
from Vosper Thornycroft
Shipbuilding.

Sister ship HMS Enterprise is
currently undergoing construction
at the same yard, and is due to
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enter service later this year.
Echo is currently undergoing

sea training and trials and will for-
mally enter service later this year.

• AVAILABLE: HMS Echo
arrives at Devonport

Busy times for
Portland as
tankers meet
THE FORMER naval base of Portland saw more activity from ships of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary in
December than in any single month since the Navy departed in July, 1995.

It was the culmination of a busy
year, in which the total number of
warships and auxiliaries of all
nations entering Portland Harbour
limits exceeded 2001 's record of 98
by almost 50 per cent.

Most prominent visitors in

December were the RFAs two new
Large Fleet Tankers, Wave Ruler
and Wave Knight, which were
berthed on Outer Coaling Pier and
Deep Water Jetty respectively for
post-acceptance maintenance and
defect rectification.

Wave Ruler, commanded by
Capt D. Worthington, and Wave
Knight (Capt A. Roach) arc the
largest single-role tankers specifi-
cally built for the RFA in more
than 30 years - at 30,000 tonnes
fu l ly loaded, they displace nearly
three times the Rover class.

The Wave sisters have a
total liquid cargo capacity of
16,000 cubic metres, includ-
ing up to 3,000 cubic metres
of aviation fuel, and they
can also carry eight 20ft
refrigerated containers and
500 cubic metres of solid
stores.
Rupert Best, the Portland Port

Director responsible for develop-
ing defence business, said:

"We have been very pleased to
sec these two modern ships in
Portland together, and we would
like to think that their presence has
highlighted Portland's great
strength as a secure, deep water
harbour on the South Coast with
very easy access to the open sea."

Wave Ruler spent Christmas
and the New Year in Portland,
where she was joined by mv Hurst
Point, another new vessel, and one
of six Roll-On, Roll-Off (RORO)
heavy l i f t ships built and operated
by Andrew Weir Shipping for the
Ministry of Defence

FIGUREHEADS

HMS DUNCAN
AT JUST over 15ft, this formidable three-quarter length fig-
ure is one of the largest to survive.

It was taken from the 1st Rate wooden screw line of bat-
tle ship HMS Duncan, launched at Portsmouth in 1859.

The 5,724 ton Duncan was armed with 38 Sin guns, one
68pdr and 62 32pdrs, had a top speed of 13 knots and for
many years served as Coastguard ship at Queens Ferry
and then as flagship at Sheerness.

Re-named Pembroke in 1889, disarmed in 1890, she
became a receiving ship at Chatham in 1906 when she was
known as Tenedos II, a training establishment for boy arti-
ficers.

Finally sold and broken up in 1910, her figurehead was
removed and placed on display in the Royal Dockyard,
where it could be seen for many years on the Admiral's
Walk.

Resited on the closure of HMS Pembroke in 1984, it
moved to Scotland to stand on the compound of HMS
Camperdown, the Tay Division RNR Headquarters in
Dundee.

It had been carved to represent Admiral Adam Duncan,
who defeated the Dutch off Camperdown in 1797 and
became a national hero. The original carver's drawings and
estimate survive in Admiralty records and show that mem-
bers of the well-known Hellyer family were given the com-
mission and charged £54 for the job.
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• Admiral Datuk Mohd Ramly Bin HJ Abu Baker, Chief of the
Royal Malaysian Navy, with Commodore Charles Johnstone-Burt
after taking the salute at the passing out parade of term 02/3 at
Britannia Royal Navy College Dartmouth

Picture: LA(PHOT) Shaun Barlow

Submarine In the vanguard' of underwater warfare capability

Torbay back
after £240m
upgrade deal
HMS TORBAY has rejoined the Fleet after refit - and points the way to future sub-
marine operations after an upgrade which effectively gives her many of the capa-
bilities of the next generation of Royal Navy boats.

Torbay has had her reactor
refuelled, and been re-
cquippcd with the world's most
advanced sonar system, Sonar
2076, hi-tech combat equip-
ment and stealth measures in a
£240 million package that
makes her one of the Navy's
most potent attack sub-
marines.

The T-boat was accepted back
into the Fleet in November having
received the first stage of the
update during her refit. She has
just returned from months of
intensive trials of new combat
equipment at the AUTEC under-
water test ranges in the Bahamas.

Defence Procurement Minister
Lord Bach said, after spending a
day at sea in the submarine during
exercises off South-West England:
"HMS Torbay is the first of our
Trafalgar-class submarines to be
given this extensive upgrade. I
have been hugely impressed by the
demonstrations of the boat's
upgraded capabilities that I have
witnessed, allied with the profes-
sionalism and efficiency of her
crew.

"HMS Torbay is an immensely
powerful weapon of war and she,
along with her three similarly-

modified submarines, will be in the
vanguard of our underwater war-
fare capabilities for many years to
come."

The refit and reactor refuelling
of HMS Torbay cost about £160
mill ion and the update of the
boat's combat equipment cost a
further £80 million - work which
was carried out at Dcvonport
Naval Base, and managed by the
Attack Submarine project team
based at Defence Procurement
Agency headquarters at Abbey
Wood in Bristol.

The prime contractor is BAE
Systems Electronics Ltd.

Torbay has not yet been
equipped with Tomahawk Land
Attack Missiles.

The other three submarines to
be upgraded as part of the £600
million Swiftsure and Trafalgar
Update Final Phase are HMS
Trenchant, HMS Talent and HMS
Triumph, and the programme
should be completed by the end of
this decade.

Trafalgar-class submarines dis-
place 5,200 tonnes dived, have a
top speed of around 30 knots, and
have a crew of 130.

HMS Torbay now has effectively
the same very advanced combat
capabilities intended for the much
larger Astute-class boats, now in

build at Barrow-in-Furness.
The next submarine to rejoin

the Fleet will be HMS Trenchant,
which is due to be ready for opera-
tions this October.

Together, these four boats
will provide a core of very
advanced military capability
until the Astute Class enters
service, carrying the very
latest weapons and equip-
ment.

The update is being carried out
in stages. The first covers the
installation of hardware, particu-
larly the new hull-mounted
acoustic sensors that can only be
installed during a refit docking.

Subsequent stages are largely
concerned with software engineer-
ing to exploit the full potential of
the new sonar equipment, which is
composed of a bow, flank and
towed array.

The first three boats of the class,
Trafalgar, Turbulent and Tireless,
have already been upgraded under
an earlier phase of the Swiftsure
and Trafalgar Class Update pro-
gramme. The last four boats of the
class, Torbay, Trenchant, Talent
and Triumph, are being upgraded
to a more advanced standard
under the final phase of the pro-
ject.
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Neptune's
solitary
survivor
swam to
stay fit
SOME 61 years after HMS
Neptune was sunk by mines in
the Mediterranean with the
loss of 764 lives, she at last has
her own association - with her
sole survivor as founder mem-
ber.

Author Nixie Tavcrncr, niece of
her commanding officer, Capt
Rory O'Conor, made an appeal
for relatives which brought a
"remarkable response" from
descendants throughout the UK -
and from New Zealand, whose
loss of 150 men in her represented
the country's worst single Naval
disaster of World War II, and
South Africa, which lost 37.

With the son of Neptune's
Paymaster, Cdr John McGregor,
she had the idea of forming an
association, inspired by the mass
of memorabilia she had obntaincd
on loan in writing her book
Neptune '.v Legacy.

As a result, thanks in large mea-
sure to the efforts of their secre-
tary Claire Spraggs, the Neptune
Association now has 90 members,
including some from New Zealand
and South Africa.

Sixty of them held their inau-
gural meeting at the Union Jack
Club, Waterloo, on December 20 -
the 61st anniversary of the sinking.

Among them was the sole sur-
vivor of the cruiser, Norman
Walton.

Also present were Cdr Scott
Rennic of the New Zealand
Defence Staff and Col Desmond
Barker from the South African
High Commission, with Cdr David
Heley of the Director Corporate
Communications (Navy) staff rep-
resenting the RN.

And from HMS Neptune, the
Clyde Naval Base at Faslanc, came
a Neptune crest mounted on a
wooden plinth.

On December 19, 1941,
Neptune led Force K out of Malta
to intercept an enemy convoy tak-
ing supplies to North Africa.

She struck a mine 14 miles off
Tripoli and Walton and his CO
both jumped into the sea from the
bows.

Walton recalled: "She went
down so quickly they only had time
to launch one carlcy float . . .
There were 19 men around it to
start with, including me and the
Captain, but as the days went by,
they died one by one.

"I was fit and a boxer, I kept
getting off the raft and swimming
around to keep my body going and
stay awake. If you go to sleep, you
give in."

Walton was eventually picked
up by an Italian warship and taken
to hospital in Tripoli. After treat-
ment he spent 18 months as a
POW.

"The Italians treated me as a bit
of a hero - they were amazed that
I had survived."

• UPGRADED: HMS Torbay arrives back in Devonport after trials. Inset: Lord Bach joins her at sea
off Plymouth.
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• Casing Officer Lt Phil
Dawson (foreground) and the
Casing Party of HMS Turbulent
plumb Challenger Deep in the
Pacific

Turbulent
plumbs
the depths
NUCLEAR submarine HMS
Turbulent had a chance to plumb
the depths on her most recent
deployment east of Suez.

The Trafalgar-class boat passed
over Challenger Deep in the
Pacific, the deepest part of any
ocean in the world.

At this point there is 10,909
metres of water - far beyond the
limit of any submarine.

Since sailing in June last year,
Turbulent has visited a number of
ports, including Souda Bay in
Crete and Singapore.

She also visited the US territory
of Guam - the first visit by a
British submarine in five years -
and the British Indian Ocean
Territory of Diego Garcia.

Turbulent, which is expected
back in UK waters in the near
future, spent part of her deploy-
ment on Operation Veritas, the
global fight against terrorism.

Albion trials
THE first of the Royal Navy's two
new amphibious assault ships was
due to complete her second set of
contractor's sea trials as Navy
News went to press.

HMS Albion left Barrow on
December 16 for her first trials,
with her RN ship's company pro-
viding emergency party cover.

After five days at sea the ship
docked in Inchgreen at Greenock
for the Christmas period.

She is shortly due back in
Barrow on completion of the New
Year trials and to continue her fit-
ting out.

Further details on the trials will
be reported in next month's Navy
News.

Type 22 frigates are
sold to Romanians

• Ships of the Royal Navy
and RFA prepare to deploy
to the Med as part of the
newly-reinforced Naval
Task Group 2003. Above,
RFA Argus embarks Sea
King helicopters of 820
Squadron in Southampton,
and (right) HMS Ocean sails
from Plymouth to join the
task group on exercises.
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to new owner
THE FIRST of the three new
River-class offshore patrol ves-
sels has been handed over to
the Royal Navy by VT
Shipbuilding.

Having successfully completed
her trials programme, HMS Tync
was accepted by the Navy at a cer-
emony in Portsmouth Naval Base.

The 80-metre OPV represents a
unique procurement for the Royal
Navy, as they are believed to be the
first ships built and funded by
industry for charter by the Ministry
of Defence.

Under the agreement, VT will
finance the £60 million build of the
three ships and will charter them
to the MOD for an initial five-year
period.

At the end of that time, the
MOD can extend the charter, buy
the ships outright, or just hand

back the keys to VT.
VT Shipbuilding Managing

Director Andrew Bunncy said:
"HMS Tync and her sister ships
are an excellent example of indus-
try and the Ministry of Defence
working closely together to pro-
vide the Royal Navy with the
resources it needs through innova-
tive means.

"These vessels will be a major
improvement on the current fish-
ery protection vessels and we hope
that the RN will commit to further
ships of this class in the future."

Tync will join the Fishery
Protection Squadron and is due to
undertake a programme of trials
and training before being commis-
sioned into the Royal Navy next
year.

Sister ships HMS Severn and
HMS Mersey are due to be handed
over in the spring and autumn.

FORMER Royal Navy Type 22
frigates HMS Coventry and HMS
London are to be sold to Romania
following the signing of a £116 mil-
lion sale agreement in Bucharest
last month.

The agreement was signed by
Defence Procurement Minister
Lord Bach and the Romanian
State Secretary for Armaments,
Gheorghe Matache.

Under the first phase of the
agreement both frigates will be
modernised and re-equipped in
Portsmouth during an upgrade
programme to meet the require-
ments of the Romanian Navy.

Other phases of the agreement
include an industrial partnership
programme involving the UK
prime contractor, BAE Systems,
and Romanian industry — includ-
ing technology transfers, orders
placed with Romanian companies
and help in marketing overseas.

The agreement includes a sig-
nificant training programme
through the Navy's Flag Officer
Sea Training organisation (POST).

Lord Bach - the first
British minister to visit
Romania since her invita-
tion to join NATO in
November last year - said:
"I am delighted to visit
Romania to sign such an
important agreement,
which will lead to the
Romanian Navy acquiring
two highly-capable and
NATO-compatible fighting
ships."
HMS London decommissioned

in 1999 at Devonport after 12
years of service, one of five ships
nominated for disposal under the
Government's Strategic Defence
Review.

HMS Coventry returned to
Devonport to decommission at the
end of 2001, having been at the
heart of operations right to the
end - that same year she was
involved in a busy anti-drugs
deployment in the Caribbean,
making the headlines for a high-
speed chase which recovered £80
million worth of cocaine.
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Foreign
warships
arrive for
training
THE FIRST foreign ships of
the year to undergo train-
ing with Flag Officer Sea
Training (POST) were due
to arrive in Plymouth as
Navy News went to press.

FGS Niedersachsen of the
German Navy and HNLMS
Karel Doorman of the Royal
Netherlands Navy arrived for a
five-week Basic Operational
Sea Training programme.

The ships have both recent-
ly completed their own nation-
al training periods, and will
continue their work-ups off
the British coast before
deploying later in the year.

Capt Matt Parr, Deputy Flag
Officer Sea Training, said;
"POST is responsible for the
operational sea training of all
Royal Navy ships and sub-
marines.

"We also train ships from all
over the world. The arrival of
these ships will start off
another busy year for us.

"Last year alone 1 1 vessels
from five foreign navies came
to Plymouth for training and
work-up alongside 26 ships of
the Royal Navy and 13 auxil-
iaries."

Belgium, Germany, Greece,
Italy, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Sweden and Turkey
are regular FOST customers,
but training is not limited to
European or NATO nations.

Ships from Brazil, Oman,
Malaysia, Qatar, Singapore
and Saudi Arabia have also
been trained in Plymouth.

Additionally, in the near
future, FOST is expecting to
welcome units from Poland,
Romania, Brunei and Chile.

HNLMS Karel Doorman was
commissioned in 1991 and is
the first of the eight M-class
frigates belonging to the
Royal Netherlands Navy.

She is named after Rear
Admiral Karel Doorman, who
led a task group in the Java
Sea during World War II.

FGS Niedersachsen is the
second ship of eight F122-
Class frigates, and was com-
missioned in 1982.

• The Colin Grazier Committee admire the memorial by sculp-
tor Walenty Pytel on the night that the floodlights were first
switched on, marking the 6Oth anniversary of the day the
Enigma codes were retrieved from the sinking U-boat 17-559.
The memorial, in Grazier's home town of Tamworth, was made
possible by an award-winning campaign spearheaded by the
local paper, the Tamworth Herald Picture: Tamworth Herald
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Big Apple
beckons ice
breaker

FROM the cold and the snow of the
frozen South HMS Endurance, the
Royal Navy's icebreaker, is scheduled

to wend her way back to British shores
along the west coast of South America
through Panama to the Caribbean and up
the eastern coast of the USA to the excite-
ment of Fleet Week in New York.

HMS Endurance tackles the long journey
from the UK down to the South Pole and back
again from October to June each year. This
schedule ties in with the austral summer when
ice conditions are at their optimum.

The ice ship brings together an eclectic mix of spe-
cialisations in the 120 men and women who serve on
board her. Military teamwork and the ability to adapt,

Facts and figures
Class: Ice Patrol Ship - DNV 1A1 +
Ice-Breaker; capable of breaking 1.5 metres
of first year ice
Pennant number: A171
Launched: 1990 as mv Polar Circle
Commissioned: October 1992 as HMS
Endurance
Displacement: 6,500 tons (registered)
Length: 91 metres
Beam: 21 metres
Draught 8.5 metres
Speed: 16 knots
Complement 120 including four aircrew
and six-man detachment of Royal Marines,
specialist LA(PHOT) photographer and
specialist LS(D) Diver
Aircraft Two Lynx Mk3 ICE
Boats: Seven: two Survey Motor Boats; one
Workboat; two RIBs; two MIBs; one Gemini
Main machinery: Two Bergen diesel engines
with shaft generators, 950 kW bow thruster
and 650kW stem thruster

improvise and overcome, as well as
balance risk, are all necessary ingre-
dients for successful deployments.

Her work is broadranging but with
three main customers, the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office, the
British Antarctic Survey and the
United Kingdom Hydrographic
Office.

Last year a total of nine detailed
plans were completed for the
Hydrographic Office to the fine-
tuned accuracy required for hydro-
graphic charts, including a new ferry
route between West and East
Falklands, a survey of Port Stanley and surveys of the
tourist passages of the Gerlache Straits and around
James Ross Island.

At her return to Portsmouth in the summer of 2002
Endurance had spent 226 days deployed with 196 of
them at sea. She had clocked up a massive 34,736
miles on the clock - over one and a half times the cir-
cumference of the globe.

Originally built by Ulstein in Norway for Reiber
shipping to operate under the name mv Polar Circle as
a passenger and scientific support vessel, she was just
one year old when bought by the Navy in 1992.

Initially commissioned as HMS Polar Circle in
November 1991, she was re-commissioned as HMS
Endurance in 1992 and lives up to that name. The ship
has a range of 24,600 nautical miles at 12 knots on a
fuel tank capacity of 1,200 cubic metres. She makes 50
tonnes of fresh water per day and can carry 270 days
worth of dry and frozen provisions.

Vital elements of the Endurance package are made
up of two Lynx helicopters and seven boats, including
two specialist nine-ton survey motorboats that are
capable of detached operations.

The mix on board is made up with a few of the rarer
specialisations - the diving team is led by a specialist
diver, a Royal Marines detachment trained in cold
weather survival, Royal Naval Hydrographic
Surveyors and a Navy photographer with facilities for
stills and video work.

• HMS Endurance alongside at Grytviken on the island of South Georgia over Christmas

The third ship to bear the name, the modern ice-
breaker continues the tradition begun by the very first,
the vessel chartered by Sir Ernest Shackleton on his
famous Imperial Expedition to the Antarctic in 1914-
16.

The three-masted steam ship was trapped then
crushed in the ice of the Wcddcll Sea. Shackleton led
his men across the ice to Elephant Island, then set off
in one of the ship's small boats with a few men to sum-
mon help for the remaining crew.

This boat is called the James Caird and is on display
at Shacklcton's old school, Dulwich College. Three of
the modern Endurance's boats are named after the
originals carried by her famous ancestor: James Caird,
Stancomb Wills and Dudley Docker.

The second Endurance came into the limelight

during the Falklands Conflict. Formerly a Danish ves-
sel called Anita Dan, Endurance had been patrolling
the waters around the Falklands and the Antarctic
since 1968 and the announcement of her withdrawal
was one of the triggers of the Argentinean invasion.

During the conflict, the Royal Marine detachment
on board played a pivotal role in reclaiming the island
of South Georgia from the Argentines. For her part in
the war, Endurance was awarded the Wilkinson Sword
of Peace for 1982 and won for the ship her first Battle
Honour.

South Atlantic.... 1982 i
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• Kingfisher seaplane Picture: Fleet Air Arm Museum

Vought-Sikorsky Kingfisher
THIS successful American reconnaisance air-
craft was supplied to the Fleet Air Arm under
Lend-Lease arrangements.

Over in the US numbers in excess of 1,800
dwarfed the British order of 100 Kingfishers
that the FAA used both as landplanes and sea-
planes with interchangeable undercarriages
from 1942,

The two-seater all-metal aircraft first
arrived in No.703 Squadron and spread to
other areas of the Navy.

At sea they were launched by catapult from
armed merchant cruisers and the light cruis-

ers HMS Emerald and Enterprise. Kingfishers
were also used as trainers in the West Indies.

Powered by a 450hp Pratt & Whitney Wasp
Junior R-985-SB3 engine, the Kingfisher
stretched its wings to almost 36ft.

The seaplane variant was slightly larger
than its land-based sister though their maxi-
mum speeds were comparable at 171 and
172mph respectively.

The Kingfisher was armed with a fixed 0.30
calibre gun forward and a free-mounted gun
aft. Bombs could be carried externally under
the wings up to a weight of 240lb.
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special circumstances. We only deal with people in the
military community, serving and former members of the
armed forces and their families.

That's why we're able to offer protection that's right for you.

Wouldn't you like to deal with a company that really
understands what you're talking about. Call Affinitas.

We guarantee we'll be listening out for you.

316 1 317

Special motor insurance for
Service people

+441206393777

Please quote Ref No: NN85M

affimtas
looking out for you
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Letters
HII'm just a
matelot, old
and grey..
WITH reference to Ginger Patterson's request for help with the
words to an old sailor's song, these arc those I sang to members
of the HMS Glory Association at their reunion at Torquay:

Irregular
feature?

I WAS disappointed with Navy-
News following the story of
'Bandit' Berryman (December
issue).

Having this rating in the news
just because of his strange face
abilities docs nothing to enhance
the reputation of the Royal Navy.

Does the officer class of the
Navy sec ratings like this, i.e.
sticking a tongue out with an ugly
mug?

This feature only serves to
annoy me and all the members of
my mess in HMS Nottingham.

If ratings are going to be
stereotyped as stupid looking
gimps, why not even the score with
a stereotyped chinless officer with
pink gin in hand? - POMEM(L)
Hunter, HMS Nottingham

Lively in
Liverpool

IN ST Margaret's Church, Liver-
pool, there is a magnificent
stained glass window comm-
emorating the men who were lost
in the sinking of HMS Lively in
the Mediterranean on May 11,
1942.

There is also a mural tablet, an
oak plaque bearing the names of
all who died in her together with a
three-page citation delivered by
Admiral Sir Harold Burrough,
Commandcr-in-Chicf 'The Nore'
in 1947.

Apart from being built "over
the water" at Cammell Laird in
Birkenhcad, I wonder why the ship
and her men are commemorated
in this church, in Liverpool?

And how were funds raised to
pay tor the window, which must
have been costly even in 1947
when it was unveiled - G. A.
Donnison, Wirral, Merseyside

Whooping siren
gone like so
much else
AFTER reading in Navy News that the Royal Navy must make do with 31 hulls for
numerous duties instead of 32 I realised that this was the thin end of the wedge.
It seems that, by stretching refit and repair schedules, ships can remain on duty
longer.

However, if it can be seen
that the Navy can operate for
longer with less, then less is
what it will get.

The Government has noticed
this during the firefighters' strike.
The Armed Forces have done so
well with fewer staff and less
equipment.

Though perish the thought that
the country will ever have a huge
disaster like September 11 and
fight a war at the same time.

The Royal Navy's frigate and
destroyer fleet is already reduced
by two, HMS St Albans and HMS
Nottingham being on the casualty
list.

So we are down to 29 hulls.
Reduce that by a generous half,
due to refits, repairs and manning
problems, and it will be seen that
the Navy can do perfectly well with
15 frigates and destroyers and that
is all the funding it will get.

Any shortfall over duties will of
course be taken care of by foreign
navies. The precedent for this is
under way in the fishery protection
area.

On a much less serious note, I
would like to know when and why
the Royal Navy, and I think the US
Navy too, did away with the
whooping siren on warships.

I remember it when I was young
and one hears it on the old war
films. What one hears now is the
standard foghorn siren used by all
ships. - C. W. ChildS, Halcmerc,
Surrey
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Master of
disguise

A REUNION of the HMS
Bulawayo Association was held at
the Royal Sailors Home Club,
Portsmouth - of which I cannot
speak too highly.

It proved to be one of the best
venues we have ever had, the
food, accommodation and
facilities all of the highest
standard.

Bulawayo was one of the Royal
Navy's least glamorous of
warships, a ship of many names,
disguises and flags that started
life at Elbing in Germany in 1937
as the commercial tanker
Westcrwald.

But that same year she
appeared on the German Naval
Estimates and was fitted out to be
a supply ship for German raiders,
in particular the pocket
battleships Ltzow and Scheer,
plus U-boats.

She became a floating
supermarket, supplying anything
from eggs to oil and ammunition
and her name was changed to
Nordmark.

She left Brcmerhaven in 1940
disguised as the Norwegian
supply ship Thorshoevdi and
during her sorties became the
American ships Prairie and Dixie.

Besides supplying stores, she
also took on board large numbers
of prisoners taken from sunken
merchant ships, victims of the
raiders.

From 1942 she spent her time
in various locations off Norway as
supply tanker to German naval
units including the Tirpitz.

After the war she became a
British prize and became the
Northmark.

In 1946 she was renamed
Bulawayo as a Fleet Tanker and
with the oil shortage at the time
in the UK in 1948 she did four
transatlantic trips and brought
back 36,000 tons of oil from
Trinidad to Sheerness.

She continued to serve with the
Home and Mediterranean Fleets
unti l going into reserve at the

Garclochinl95().
She was sold in 1955 to the

British Iron and Steel Co for
breaking up.

At our reunion we had a
representative of the German
Marinekameradschaft in
attendance, Hcrr Wolfgang Paul,
who served in the ship when it
was with the German Navy and
who had met up with a former
British naval rating, Norman
Gifford, who had spent time on
board as a prisoner-of-war.

The story has now been printed
in Leincn Los, the journal of the
Dcutscher Marinebund, who
thought it was an important issue.
- J. Miller, Nottingham

"I was wandering round the
Dockyard in a panic

Oh! I'm just a matelol, old and
grey.

On me back I've got me bag an'
me 'ammick

Now hear this what I has to say
Oh I wonder, yes I wonder
Did the Jaunty make a blunder
When he gave this draft chit up

to me?
For I've been a barrack

stanchion
Way down in Jago's Mansion
An' always said Good Morning

to the Chief
(Chorus: Good Morning, Chief)
Oh! A million miles I've

travelled
On oceans a-galorc
Oh please don't give me a draft

chit anymore"
- Larry Golding, Member of

the Pearly Guild, London Ell.

SOME ditties are NOT for
printing, but one that was often
repeated (name your own ship)
was:

"Side, side, Nelson's ship's side
Jimmy looks on it with pride.
He'd have a blue fit if he saw

anys***
On the side of the Nelson's

ship's side.
This is my story, this is my song,
I've been on the Nelson too

b*"** long.
Roll on the Rodney, Repulse or

Renown
This one-funneled b****** is

getting me down."
- F. Edwards, Shildon, Co

Durham

THE BOOK Grey funnel Lines -
Traditional Song and Verse of the
Royal Navy 1900-1970 by Cyril
Tawncy (ISBN 0-7102-1270-4)
contains numerous songs and
ditties, inluding 'I wonder, yes I
wonder' - B. J. Gladwin ,
Fakenham

- PEARLY KING: Larry
Golding sings I wonder, yes I
wonder for the HMS Glory
Association

"IN THE Street of a thousand
arscholes

By the sign of the Swinging Tit
Lived a slant-eyed Chinese

maiden
By the name of Who Flung

S**t"
There was also a delightful

quatrain:
"It was on the good ship Venus
By hell you should have seen

us
Her figurehead was a whore in

bed
And her mast was the

Captain's penis."
- T. Lyness, Bcllshill

We were supplied with
numerous variations of "I
wonder". Steve Cooper of
Huntfield Heights, South
Australia, tells us it was a
"navalised" version of an old
pre-World War I song that went
something like this:

"I was walking through a
churchyard in a city

When I saw an old man, old
and grey,

With his hands outstretched he
asked the world for pity,

And this is what 1 heard him
say

"I wonder, yes I wonder,
Will the angels play up yonder,
Will the angels play their harps

for me,
I wonder yes I wonder, will the

angel sing a song for me.
For a million miles I've

travelled and a million sights I've
seen

And I'm waiting for the glory
to begin,

Oh I wonder, yes I wonder, will
the angels play up yonder,

Will the angels play their harps
for me?"

DITS of the lower deck in my day
(the war years) were full of crude
humour and expletives. I can't
imagine they would be suitable
for today's unisex ships, so here's
one that is (with apologies to
John Mascficld):

"I must go down to the sea
again

(Though I'd rather stay on the
beach)

So steer a course for the
southern climes

Far from the Stuka's reach.
And all I ask is a fortnight's

pay
A song, a girl and some wine
And a refit that will last unti l
The lights of Glasgow shine.

Then I will go back to the
beach again

And never a wistful sigh
Shall cross my life when I

think of ships
Or the wind or the seagull's

cry.
And all I ask is a cosy fire
And a wife and a pub next

door.
There I'll sit and drink an'

make them think
That through me they won the

war
- P. Burgess, Southcnd-on-

Sea

Letters to the Editor should
always be accompanied by
the correspondent's name
and address, not nec-
essarily for public-
ation.email correspondents
are also requested to
provide this information.
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PROTECTED SPECIES
FORMER crew members of the Antarctic Patrol Ship HMS
Protector met at the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas,
Burton-on-Trent to plant an oak tree in memory of a much-loved
ship and all the men who served in her from 1934-68.

What is so nice about this arboretum is that there is a tree
planted for every merchant ship sunk during the last war.
These are planted in such a way that they form a 'convoy' and all
Royal Navy trees are planted so they act as escorts.

If any other Naval associations would like a permanent memo-
rial to their ship there they can contact the Arboretum on 01283
792333. - Bill Bartlett, Christchurch, Dorset.
• PROTECTORS: HMS Protector (left) with Lichfield Cathedral's
Rev John Ridyard and Association president Harry Pinkerton
(left) and treasurer Bill Bartlett after the tree dedication.

The Royal Navy
& Royal Marines
Children's Fund

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen
Rexisten-d Charily No. 1075015

Green light
was all of
Autolycus
IN RESPONSE to the enquiry from R. Hanley, ex-HM
Submarine Termagant (January issue) I can tell him that he
would have participated in the trials of the airborne equipment
known as 'Autolycus'.

HISTORY
Children of the Royal Naval Services have
been supported for over one hundred years
by the charitable funds, originally as
orphanages but now in ways appropriate
to present day needs, such as schools,
homes, special needs establishments,
holidays and in their own homes in times
of family crisis,

AIM
The Royal Navy & Royal
Marines Children's Fund

Formed from The RN & RM Children's
Trust and The RN & RM Children's

Home is the premier charity for
providing charitable help to children of
serving and ex-serving personnel of the
Royal Navy, Royal Marines, The Queen
Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service,
the former Women's Royal Naval Service
and the reserves of these forces.

HOW HELP IS ORGANISED
Consideration of every circumstance is
given swift and sympathetic attention by
people who understand the difficulties of
service and seafaring life.
Applications can be made at any time.
Those seeking assistance can contact the
office direct for an application form.

The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children's Fund
311 Twyford Avenue. Stamshaw. Portsmouth PO2 8PE

Applications and referrals should be made to:
Mrs. M. A. Batcman or Mrs. L. Smith at Che address above or by phone Tel: 023 9263 9534

Autolycus was the "snapper up
of unconsidered trifles" of Greek
mythology, the unconsidered trifle
in this case being the ionised parti-
cles present in diesel exhaust emis-
sions.

The theory was simple. An
installation in the aircraft (initially
the Avro Shackleton MR2 in
about 1952) sampled the air. It
gave an indication when ionised
particles were detected and thus
the snorting dicscl submarine
could be located upwind of that
position by radar or "hemstitch-
ing" up the trail.

Dedicated trials were success-
ful, but despite an improved ver-
sion in the MR3 and its use until
the end of the maritime
Shackleton era in the early 1970s,
tactical use was limited because of
false alarms.

The system had a propensity to
detect any motor vessel up to 1(X)
miles upwind, and a friend of mine
based in Ballykelly told me that

you could home on Londonderry,
Liverpool and such conurbations
from a similar distance.

The system was intended to be
fitted to the Nimrod aircraft, and
when I joined the Nimrod fleet in
1979 there was an Autolycus
Detection light on the tac nav's
panel which would shine green
when "pressed to test". The light
was, I believe, the only part of the
system to be installed!

At the time of its inception, con-
ventional submarines needed to
snort continuously for quite long
periods and this might have given
Autolycus a chance. Not so with
modern conventional submarines,
as used by those navies lucky
enough to have them, which snort
for much shorter periods.

Add an Air Independent
Propulsion (AIP) cell or similar
and they might not need to snort
in the tactical area at all. - Sqn
Ldr I. Coleman, St Austcll,
Cornwall.

fell short
JUST a slight correction to the
letter by E. Fletcher (January
issue) under the heading
'Genuine Charles'.

It was not late June 1943 that
Sicily had been cleared of enemy
troops, as the airborne invasion
by glider troops of the British 1st
Airborne Division, named opera-
tion Ladbroke, prior to the
seaborne invasion named
Operation Husky, took place on
July 9-10.

I was on that fateful Operation
Ladbroke, when most of the glid-
ers were cast off too early by the
inexperienced American tug
pilots which resulted in most of
the gliders crashing into the sea
miles from their objective, with
the loss of 300 airborne soldiers
and their glider pilots.

Some of the survivors, after
clinging to the wreckage of their
gliders in heavy seas for several
hours, watched some of their
mates slipping away, unable to
cling on any longer.

Most were picked up by the RN
and auxiliary ships taking part in
the main landings. - E. J. Peters,
Ipswich.

Walrus pilot trapped
in the cross wires
HMS SHEFFIELD'S Walrus tragedy
(December issue) reminded me of another that
occurred in 1943 or 1944.

I was a chippy in HMS Kent and we were in Scapa
Flow.

Our Walrus had flown on a mission of mercy to
Edinburgh Airport, and on her return, as she prepared
to land near the Kent, we could see that her landing
wheels had not been retracted.

Despite frantic waving from the ship, she touched
down and immediately flipped over on to her back.

I was in the emergency boat and within a few min-
utes we had picked up the observer and air gunner,
both alive, but no sign of the pilot.

Assuming him to still be in the cockpit, I jumped on

to the upturned fuselage and attempted to cut a hole
in the vicinity of the cockpit with an axe.

One of the boat's crew then dived under the plane
and confirmed the cockpit to be empty.

I was picked up by a fleet drifter and the plane
towed to the ship where the hoist commenced to lift
her from the water tail first.

The drifter stood by and from where I stood in the
bows I had a good view between the wings as they
emerged from the water.

I spotted a booted leg trapped in the cross wires and
shouted "stop hoisting". The officer in charge on deck
later told me he hadn't heard my shout, and the lifting
continued. The leg pulled free and disappeared. As far
as I know, the pilot's body was never found. - J. A. S.
Roberts, Wembury, Devon

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF

THE LOWEST MORTGAGE

RATES FOR 40 YEARS.
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Helping Hands
Glasgow's

cuddly
comfort

WITH armfuls of cuddly
toys, sailors from destroy-
er HMS Glasgow visited
physically-impaired chil-
dren at Kelbourne School
at their affiliated city.

Tackling the ten-mile
Great South Run last
summer, crew member
Chief Petty Officer
Andrew Keay talked his
fellow Glaswegian ship-
mates into sponsoring
him for a total of £300
which was also handed
over to the school.

The cuddly toys are a
regular yearly donation by
a long-standing friend of
the ship, Betty Hockey of
Bournemouth. Every
Christmas she supplies
the ship with suitably-
dressed teddies for the
sailors to pass on to their
favoured charities.

LPT David Wilson and
LWEM Angus MacDonald
handed over the goodies
to the excited children.

The children from the
school may well remem-
ber the warship's last visit
to the city back in March
when they were wel-
comed on board the
destroyer for guided tours
and waved the Type 42
away from Yorkhill Quay
as the ship departed.

Since then HMS
Glasgow has gone into a
period of maintenance
and is alongside at
Portsmouth Naval Base
getting herself ready for
her planned deployment
at the end of the year.
• LPT David Wilson and
LWEM Angus MacDonald
with children from
Kelbourne School

Challenge set
to Naval foes

THE CHALLENGE was
thrown down in HMS
Cumberland - who could
run the furthest distance,
the Navy or the Marines?

So up to the line stepped
fearless OM(C) Michelle
Bowen to take on the race
against Marine Dave Reid.

Pounding their feet on the
treadmills of the running machines
for over 50 miles, the two scooped
over £1,500 for a charity that sup-
ports research in spina bifida.

No stranger to the running
game, Michelle ran a full 26-mile
marathon in a personal best of 3
hours 43 minutes.

Dave clocked up his marathon
distance in just 3 hours 15 minutes,
then Marine that he is, not to be
outdone he ran a further four
miles to 4 hours 10 minutes.

Both runners were pleased with
their results - but happy that the
ordeal is now over.

Michelle's long-distance leg-
work has seen her through the
London Marathon and an HMS
Cumberland running event from
Blackpool to Barrow to pull
together over £1,500 for the pre-
mature baby unit in Barrow.

Michelle said: "I am glad I
was able to stay fit enough to
complete the run. It would have
been impossible without the good

TRIBAL CLASS DESTROYERS 1940
Replica models hand cast in metal, painted and mounted on a wooden plinth 9" x 2"

w i t h brass nameplate. The model is approximately 6.5" long.
HMS AFRIDI, ASHANTI, BEDOUIN, COSSACK, ESKIMO,
GURKHA, MAORI, MASHONA, MATABELE, MOHAWK,

NUBIAN, PUNJABI, SIKH, SOMALI, TARTAR, ZULU

£45.00
Inc. of p&p

s. UK Only j.

To order your model send your name, address and daytime telephone number
along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard) to:

Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LEll 2ED
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336

PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

sports facilities and circuits on
board. Thanks, Clubs! [LPT Rob
Greatham]"

Dave was boat coxswain to the
Royal Marine Protection Team on
board and has specialised as a
landing craftsman. He has run
thirty-mile stretches in his training
as a Royal Marine yomping across
Dartmoor. He said this time round
was a lot easier minus the 4()lb
weight of weapon and webbing.

He revealed his secret: "The
sausages and rice washed down
with Red Bull that I had for break-
fast gave me the boost I needed to
run Michelle into the ground.

"I am paying for it now, because
I can hardly walk! It was worth it."

As reward for their efforts, each
runner was allowed to soak their
weary bones in the Commanding
Officer's bath. Both happy in the
knowledge of the money raised for
such a worthy cause.
• IT WAS not just charities back
home who gained from
Cumberland's long deployment.

During her recent visit to the
Seychelles, a group of local chil-
dren from the Convent St
Elizabeth Orphanage were wel-
comed on board.

The children had visited
French, US and recently an Indian
warship, but told that HMS
Cumberland was their favourite.

They said: "It is like a Christmas
present - we loved the boat trip
from the shore to the ship!"

Collingwood
day for KIDS

A PART of the proceeds from the
HMS Collingwood Field Gun Day
was handed over to people from
the KIDS Family Centre in
Fareham.

The £300 cheque will go to help
the centre that provides care and
support for children with special
needs.

The long-running relationship
between Naval base and centre
was set up by Lt Mike Osbornc
whose six-year old son Thomas
attended the centre.

Mike said: "On behalf of every-
one involved with the Field Gun
Day held here annually, I am
delighted to be able to present this
money which I know will be
invaluable to KIDS."

The centre is only one of local
charities to gain from the day.

Signing up
benefits

St Dunstans
THIS STUNNING print of
the World War II HMS
Newcastle under attack by
the German E-boat S56
has won a boon of £750
for St Dunstan's.

The Military Gallery who
are publishing the print by
artist Robert Taylor con-
tacted the HMS Newcastle
Association to help in a
project to find ex-crew
who had served in the
wartime cruiser at the
time depicted in the paint-
ing.

They tracked down four
crew members: Lt John
Baber RNVR; Signalman
Arthur Deakin; AB Wilf
Marriott; and CPO Robert
Stant.

All four agreed to take
on the two-hour marathon
signing session for the 500
prints along with Admiral
of the Fleet Sir Henry
Leach, and to hand over
their fees to a nominated
charity.

And St Dunstan's was
the obvious choice.

Christmas help
STAFF from the Physical Training
Centre at HMS Raleigh stopped
off at their adopted charity,
Children and Mothers in Need in
Plymouth, to deliver Christmas
presents to the children.

The PT staff called upon all at
Raleigh for donations of toys and
games for the appeal. Organiser
LPT Rob Hallam explained why
they had chosen this charity: "We
decided that with a little kindness
from HMS Raleigh ship's compa-
ny we could make a difference and
brighten up a child's Christmas."

News in brief
• A BIDDING war for a black-
tie dinner with the Governor of
the Falkland Islands escalated
from £100 to just over £1,100.
The military were up against
Stanley civilians for the dinner
do. CWEM Tarn Daly of the
JCUFI Ops Cell in Mount
Pleasant Complex promptly
rang up the BFBS radio DJ
Steve Britton and suggested
that he call the Governor and
propose two black-tie dinners
for a cost of £1,200 each.

So the BFBS Wireless for the
Blind Appeal profited by £2,400
and both groups were treated
to a prestigious dinner party.
• ROYAL Naval Reservists from
HMS President paddled into the
money in the annual cayaco race
when they rowed along the
Panama Canal.

Sponsorship made up a winning
total of £2,222 which has gone to
the Attlee Youth and Community
Centre in the City of London.

Cdr Peter Baker, CO of
President, said: "It was wonderful
to sec a development for children
in such an unexpected area. It is a
tremendous community project
which the RNR is delighted to
support - but don't ask me to row
the canal again - just yet!" Plans
are in hand for another team from
President for this year's event.
• MA Colin Jones of Derriford
Hospital has been presented
with a Heart of Gold in recogni-
tion for his help with a chil-
dren's hospice, Derian House.

Colin first got involved with
the hospice when sister Vicky
became a patient. He said:
"The hospice aims to make
their patients last days as
pleasurable as possible. It's
rewarding for me to give them
something back as they gave
to me in my time of need."
• A MEGA Christmas haul of
tinned food, biscuits, Christmas
puddings and all sorts of other
goodies has been pulled together
by the civilian and service person-
nel of HMS Collingwood. The
annual event fills hampers for
elderly people and others in need
in the local Fareham and Gosport
communities.
• THE final deployment of
HMS Sheffield to the
Mediterranean gave the Petty
Officers mess a chance to
gather together cash to be put
to good use by the Child
Development Centre at Scott
Hospital. Mess member PO
Simon Forbes said : "We chose
to raise money for the hospital
because the daughter of one
of the Petty Officers on board
was supported by the centre."
• CARLTON TV's Lucy
Alexander drew the winning tick-
ets in the King George's Fund for
Sailors 2002 raffle. Winning tick-
ets: £3,000 - No.0494609
(Norwich); £2,000 - No.0473745 -
(Havant); £1,000 - No.0488964
(Newport); £500 - No.0026186
(Ludlow); £250 - No.0262256
(Pitlochry).
• THE British Lung Foundation
are looking for volunteers to
make a fundraising parachute
jump for the charity. For more
information, telephone 0117
925 5810.

> KIDS Family Centre children at HMS Collingwood
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Secondly, connect to one of the following
2 Special price plans

save over £70 a year on
line rental when you join
the Vodafone 200 Off net
Special price plan
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save over £65 a year
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the Vodafone Leisure 200
Text Special price plan

Plus
• FREE itemised billing
• FREE unlimited Voicemailt
• For just £14.99 purchase a PayT SIM only pack
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• £10 off any Vodafone pay as you talk handset
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Please quote reference number MOD02
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Handset discounts include the new
range of Vodafone live! handsets

How are you?

This special offer is subject to status, availability and a 12 month airtime agreement. Terms and conditions apply - visit your local Vodafone Retail store for details.
Offer ends 30 March 2003. Promoter: Vodafone Limited. The Courtyard, 2-4 London Road, Newbury, Berkshire R6141JX. "Save £50 off any pay monthly handset when
you connect to the Vodafone 200 Offnet Special price plan or save E25 off any pay monthly handset if you connect to the Vodafone Leisure 200 Text Special price plan.
tFREE unlimited Voicemail is only available when you connect to the Vodafone 200 Offnet Special price plan.
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People in the News
First RFA Flags for 1SL

FOR THE first time, a Royal
Fleet Auxiliary Officer holds
the coveted position of Flag
Lieutenant to the First Sea
Lord Admiral Sir Alan West.

Second Officer Peter
Thornton hit the ground
running with his second week
in the office seeing him jet off
to Japan then return to look
after a visit by the Chief of the
Naval Staff of Argentina.

Peter said: "Most of my
time is taken up with ensuring
visits and events run smooth-
ly. The job entails many other
aspects and is definitely busy.

"I think that working within
such an environment in the
Ministry of Defence keeps me
working hard and gives me a
boost so I do very much enjoy
it. Although working hard may
have something to do with the
importance of not getting it
wrong!"

Peter joined the RFA
service in 1995 and has
served in a number of RFA
vessels including Black
Rover, Diligence, Sir Bedivere
during Argonaut 1999,
Oakleaf and Brambleleaf.
• 2/O Peter Thornton

HOW TO ADVERTISE Simply write your message IL10 for up to 10 words. Each extra
word£l to a maximum of 15 wo Send your cheque or PO payable to'Navy News'
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number will be forwarded on daily. {Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon
on page 4).
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SINGLE MUM, 40 with GSOH.
Seeks male pen pals similar age,
G.S.O.H. a must! N.S. Box Feb 1

DIVORCED ATTRACTIVE
FEMALE, 37, "Bridget Jones"
type. Seeks less clumsy Sailor for
escaping reality. Box Feb 2

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE
NURSE. Seeks Sailor/Marine/
Officer pcntriends, 52—42 years.
Box Feb 3

HAPPY NEW YEAR Sailors.
Write to Pam 36 from Liverpool.
Box Feb 4

JULIE, 22, G.S.O.H., sporty.
Enjoys socialising. music.
Seeks honest, genuine penfriend.
Box Feb 5

YOUNGER VERSION OF
Catherine Zeta Jones. Seeks males
aged 18-21, Tall, Dark, Intelligent.
Box Feb 6

FUNTIME MALE 25. Seeks
female 18-28. Attractive. Fun/who
knows? Photo please. Southwest.
Box Feb 7

FEMALE, 43, SLIM, no children,
G.S.O.H. Seeking Serviceman for
friendship/relationship. Plymouth
area. Box Feb 8

18, CHARLOTTE, FUNLOVING,
sporty and a lifeguard. Please write.
Box Feb 9

ROMANTIC SAILOR, 33,
told good looking. Seeks
slim-ish homely girl for
friendship/relationship. Single
mums welcome. Box Feb 10

SLIM, PRETTY AIR HOSTESS
(26). Needs kind. caring
Sailor/Officer for friendship/
relationship. Box Feb 11

PERSONAL
MY NAME IS TRINA, 30, I'm
single with brown hair and green
eyes, 5' 3". I like going to the pub,
sometimes clubbing, reading.
Anyway enough about me, what
about you? Box NN Feb 12

BUTLINS, SKEGNESS,
DECEMBER 2002, 60'S
WEEKEND. Were you in a party
of submariners from Devonport? We
are the 4 ladies from Bedford MS
Therapy Centre. We would like to
make contact. If you know of this
party, especially the kind gent who
bought us drinks, please contact:
Maureen, Beds & Northants
MSTC, C/o 18 Dines Close,
Wilstead, Bedford MK45 3BU.

LINK LINE is a British Registered
Charity committed to bringing people
together as pen friends. Get to know
a companion or partner, like yourself,

before you meet. Just exchange
letters until you feel comfortable with

your new friend.
Details: SAE; Linkline (NN),
Box 7358, LONDON N1 5QF.

NOTICE
All advertisements submitted for

entry into the Navy News
Penfriend Column are subjected

to copy approval. Navy News
reserves the right It) make any

amendments which it considers
necessary or to edit copy which is
in excess of the number of words

paid fee.
Please note: We can take no

responsibility for the nature or
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Vengeance
men bag
awards

SUBMARINERS from HMS Vengeance have
scooped a bundle of awards after a visit from
Vice Admiral Mark Stanhope, Deputy
Commander in Chief Fleet.

Spending time in restricted conditions for
his day job has obviously bled over into his
leisure activities as CCMEA Charlie Milton
was presented with the Meritorious Service
Medal for two-fold reasons; not only his 27
years service in the Navy, but also his immense
contribution to the development of the
Combined Service Caving Association.

Charlie was a member of the team that were
sent to Malaysia in 1994 to rescue the Army
Caving Expedition who had notoriously got
stuck in Low's Gully. Charlie said: "I feel hon-
oured to receive the MSM in part recognition
of my contribution to the CSCA; especially as
the Royal Navy has allowed me to pursue my
passion for caving."

Two of Charlie's fellow submariners were
recipients of the Herbert Lott awards institut-
ed in 1930 to reward those who have made a
significant contribution to improving Naval
systems.

LSA Greg Burrows received the award for
his outstanding contribution to improve the
efficiency of the stores support on board and
LWEM(R) Colin Jackson for his improve-
ments to the internal communications system.

Naval siblings
handcuffed to
Regulator path
FOR brother and sister
pair Joe and Karen Boxall,
it seems there was no other
life than the Regulating
branch.

Karen has just handed over
her job as the Regulating Petty
Officer in the Discipline
Office at HMS Collingwood to
brother Joe.

Joe joined the Navy in 1984 as a
Junior Marine Engineering
Mechanic and flipped to the
Reggie life in 1993 after spending
a spell working in the Provost's
office in Portsmouth where he got
a taste for the law.

Since then he's kept order in
naval ships HMS Richmond and
Invincible, as well as spells at the
Naval Base in Scotland.

He arrived in Farcham estab-
lishment HMS Collingwood after
completing a nine-month tour in
Kosovo, his second stint in the
country.

Karen followed in her brother's
footsteps by joining the Royal
Navy but took the lead by choos-
ing the Regulating Branch as her
ini t ial entry. She has racked up 15
years with the Naval service.

She has been working at the
Fareham establishment since May
2001 but after handing over to her
brother, she can be found in Type
42 destroyer HMS Glasgow from
February.

The siblings have worked
together all too brief!) once before
for six weeks at the Provost in
Portsmouth Naval Base, but at the
time Joe was still a stoker and had
not taken up the badge of regula-
tory power.

It seems the staff at the
Disciplinary Office were some-
what amused to hear their new
boss taking over from RPO Boxall
was RPO Boxall - but there might
be a few matclots perplexed by the
sudden change from female to
male. And think of the savings on
the stationery bills!

• Joe and Karen Boxall in the Discipline Office at Collingwood

Sports winners

New Year
Honours

THE full list of recipients of
New Year Honours from the
Queen appears on page 26.
m ROYAL Marine Warrant
Officer Neil Langridge received
the MBE for his work to
improve qualifications for the
Armed Forces and to help pre-
vent youngsters re-offending.

Neil is a leading expert on
training and qualifications for
personnel in the Navy and
Marines.

His longstanding conviction
that military personnel deserve
civilian qualifications has led
him to create an entirely new
Public Services NVQ level 2.

Neil is now in demand as a
consultant to the Defence
Training Review, Defence
Accreditation Board and to the
RAF and Army.
• CORE Geoffrey Edwardes has
been awarded the OBE after
devising and organising the spec-
tacular Golden Jubilee event
staged by all three of the Armed
Forces for the Queen.

The summer event had military
action by all three Services com-
plete with warships, landing craft,
fighter jets, helicopters plus noise
pyrotechnics.

The celebrations were unlike
any other tri-Service display that
has been done before.

The day won enthusiastic sup-
port from the highest levels of the
Ministry of Defence, Buckingham
Palace, police and local councils.
• LT Shayne Hussain has been
granted the MBE for his work
in widening the appeal of the
Royal Navy to ethnic minority
communities.

Since 2000 he has given out-
standing service as the
Diversity Action Officer for the
Directorate of Naval
Recruiting, promoting the
Royal Navy as a career to peo-
ple who might not normally
consider the Service.

The result of his innovative
approach has been a rise of 25
per cent in entrants to the
Royal Navy from ethnic minor-
ity communities.

A major achievement was a
successful recruitment pro-
gramme on the islands of St
Vincent and Grenadine.
• THE OBE has been bestowed
on the Reverend Peter Scfton-
Scott.

Peter was for more than two
years stationed at the Commando
Training Centre for the Royal
Marines at Lympstone.

He joined the Navy in 1991 and
is now in HMS Albion, the Navy's
newest amphibious assault ship,
currently in build.
• CDR Bryant Sanders of the
Royal Naval Reserves has
merited the MBE for his dedi-
cated work inspiring genera-
tions of youngsters with his
leadership of a school cadet
force.

For 36 years Bryant has
been the contingent comman-
der of Bournemouth School's
Combined Cadet Force.

Under his direction the
cadet force have won national
acclaim for their performance.

Maintaining the highest
standard of Royal Naval pro-
fessionalism afloat and
ashore, Bryant has involved
the Cadets in community work.

THE RN & RM Sports Lottery
has brought some Christmas
cheer.

CPO Simon Mills, serving
with Naval Engineering
Falkland Islands, received a
cheque for £1,500.

This was a welcome break
from a two-week work peri-
od on HMS Leeds Castle.

The arrival of Christmas
down in the South Atlantic
has brought a few days off to
relax and enjoy some sea-
sonably warm weather in a
setting resembling the West
Indies (see picture).

Another big winner was
the Navigator Giles Palin of
HMS Newcastle who has had
£5,000 to enjoy the festive
season.
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People in flie News
New Yean
Honours

• THE MBE has been given to
WO Master at Arms Ian Rigby
who is based at HM Naval Base
Clyde.

He received the honour because
of his outstanding performance as
the Assistant Naval Provost
Marshal (Scotland) since March
2000 and his loyal service.

Ian followed in his father's foot-
steps and joined the Navy in 1975
as a Junior Operator before
switching to the Regulating
Branch in 1980.
• CDR Karl Evans has been
recognised with the OBE. Karl
was Commanding Officer of
HMS Vanguard before she
headed down to Devonport for
her long maintenance in
February 2002.

He can now be found serv-
ing with the British Defence
Staff in Washington USA.
• CORE Laurie Brokenshire, the
Commodore of HMS Raleigh, is
the recipient of a CBE in the
Honours list.

The award marks his contribu-
tion to the significant develop-
ments made in the personnel
arena through his 27 year career.

He has recently managed a sig-
nificant change programme at
I IMS Raleigh and as the 'champi-
on of the people pillar' of the Navy
Strategic Plan, has made a huge
impact on the development of
Naval Personnel Strategy.

He said: "The award came as a
wonderful surpise for the whole
family. We very much look for-
ward to going to Buckingham
Palace for the investiture when
perhaps the reality of this tremen-
dous honour will finally sink in."

New man at
the helm of
Mary Rose
THE MARY Rose Trust has
announced the appointment of
Rear Admiral John Lippiett as
Chief Executive (Designate) who
wil l take up the post in March
2003.

Chairman Admiral Sir Kenneth
Eaton said: "The Mary Rose Trust
has reached a critical stage. John
will oversee the challenge to
secure consistent and nat ional
funding for the Designated collec-
tion, enhance the fundraising
capability of the Trust and help
achieve our long-term ambition of
co-locating the hull and collection
in a purpose-built museum.

"We also need to ensure the
Mary Rose plays an integral role in
the future developments wi th in
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
and in the wider museums and
archaeological community."

FAA scale pea .s
A GROUP of Culdrose airmen
and women have scaled the
Appalachian peaks over the
course of a ten-day hike across
Shenandoah National Park in
Virginia.

The 12 people from the Fleet
Air Arm started their US voyage
in the sophistication of
Washington DC and ended their
trip in the log cabins of Virginia.

MBA merited
THROUGH hard work and effort,
POWWTR S. Brown has achieved
an MBA from Glasgow Caledonian
University. She is currently serving
on the staff of the Captain of the
Faslane Flotilla at Barrow.

Drinking record
HMS CARDIFF has added anoth-
er record to the list. Stan
Mortensen from the Type 42
destroyer is now the proud holder
of the British Royal Navy Fosters
Challenge run by the George and
Dragon pub in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates. Stan downed a
third of a yard of Fosters in the
quickest time to win himself a keg
of Fosters and the 2002 title.

Prince of Wales
recreated in

smaller scale

< World War II pilot John Moffat with his Piper Colt aeroplane

No age limit
for high flyer

FOR the man who flew the
Swordfish from HMS Ark
Royal that crippled the
German battleship
Bismarck in World War II,
it seemed destiny.

As John Moffat flicked
through the pages of an avia-
tion magazine, his eyes were
drawn to an advert for a Piper
Colt aeroplane, registration
number G-ARKM.

John said: "I wonder if by any
chance that could be meant for
me..." As soon as he saw the little
aircraft he knew he was right.

At age 84, there's no stopping
John Moffat. He still flics very
week from Scone airport, the con-
tinuation of a boyhood interest in
flying that was developed during
him time in the Navy from 1939-46
where he first trained as a pilot.

John was serving as a Sub Lt
with the RNVR in 818 Squadron
when he took part in the attack on
Bismarck led by Lt Cdr T. Coodc.

"The conditions were unbeliev-
able - force ten gale, 3()ft high
waves. It was difficult enough to
take off, let alone get back. The
worst storm I ever saw," said John.

With directions signalled by
HMS Sheffield, the Swordfish air-
craft climbed up through the
clouds to 6,000ft to make their way
to the enemy ship.

Even above the clouds, the
Fleet Air Arm aircraft were being
fired upon and once the aircraft
dived down to 600ft the storm
increased.

"This bloody great battleship
fi r ing at us. Tracer bullets were
coming at us like hail," said John.

The observer H.I. 'Dusty' Mil ler
had realised that the torpedo
needed to be dropped into the
trough between the waves and was
peering over the side of the
Swordfish shouting "Not yet, not
yet" to his pilot, before he gave the
signal: "Let her go, Jock."

The two men saw the torpedo
take to the water and as the air-
craft turned away for cover, the
Bismarck also turned but they had
no way of knowing if their torpedo
had struck - unt i l the next day
when they flew to attack the
German ship again and saw the
Bismarck turn on to her side.

"There was no chance. And we
thought, 'There but for the grace
of God'," remembered John,
"They were sailors and so were
we." John makes little of the fact
that his torpedo was the first to
strike the Bismarck: "There were
fifteen of us, all having a go. There
wasn't much between us."

John finished his career at
Cowdray Park, part of HMS
Daedalus, then left the service for
an apprenticeship in the hotel
trade. His days of flying became a
bygone memory un t i l a visit to his
daughter in the US brought an
opportunity to take to the skies
again - in his late sixties.

With US licence acquired he
returned to the UK to gain his
British licence and has been flying
regularly since then.

John said: "I still think there's
nothing like the Navy - and the

Fleet Air Arm has the edge on that
other crowd."
• John is keen to hear from any-
one from Cowdray Park who
remembers him. Please send your
letters to Navy News to be for-
warded.

IT SEEMS hard to believe
but there's a man inside
this 16ft model of the
Prince of Wales.

And the man is model-
maker Harry Woodall who
built this superb vessel
over the course of ten
years.

The 48:1 scale model is
made from reinforced fibre-
glass on a timber frame
with other materials. Fine
details include the 14 inch
gun barrels that fire rocket
motors.

The model is driven by
two electric motors con-
trolled by the one-man
crew, who lies within the
bowels of the ship with
views provided by a

camera mounted in the
bridge window and
beamed down to a monitor
below deck. The model
when fully manned weighs
in at 700lb.

The Prince of Wales was
centre of attention at the
reunion of the Prince of
Wales and Repulse
Association reunion at
Plymouth last year.

Harry Woodall said: "It
was built as a tribute to
these guys, my heroes, if
you like. I anticipated some
creative criticism but didn't
expect the emotion it
aroused."

Harry plans to take the
model to Scarborough for
the next reunion.

THIS PIECE of artwork on display at the Defence and
Political Studies department at HMS Collingwood was
created by the daughter of civilian member of staff, Hazel
Thomson.

Daughter Louisa produced the project on the events
surrounding September 11, 2001, as part of an art project
at her Fareham college.

Pembroke House
The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust's Care Home
A fine, recently modernised home near Chatham for
former Sailors, Royal Marines, their wives and widows

Pembroke House offers high standards of
care, first class accommodation, an extensive

programme of activities and a very friendly
atmosphere. For further information and a
brochure, please contact the General Manager,

Pembroke House.

The RNBT also gives financial grants to serving
and ex-serving RN ratings, RM other ranks and

their dependants (the 'RNBT Family') to help them
in a wide variety of circumstances. For advice and

assistance please contact the Welfare Controller
at RNBT Headquarters.

Pembroke House
11 Oxford Road
Gillingham, Kent ME7 4BS
tel: 01634 852431
email: pembrokehouse@mbt.org.uk

RNBT Headquarters
Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue
Portsmouth PO2 8PE
tel: 023 9266 0296
email: rnbt@rnbt.org.uk
www.rnbt.org.uk

THE ROYAL NAVAL
BENEVOLENT TRUST
SUPPORTING THE 'RNBT FAMILY'
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Amazing
what you
can pick
up here ...
ALTHOUGH there is plenty
of work to be done, there is
also plenty of time to be
filled away from family and
home.

Two of the officers on board
Cumberland took to collecting,
both to remind them of the
deployment, and to provide a
memento for younger mem-
bers of their families.

In the case of Executive
Officer Lt Cdr Duncan
Thomson, it was wild flowers.

Duncan collected one exam-
ple from each of the places he
visited, which were then care-
fully pressed between the
pages of his two weightiest
books - the 490-page
Stalingrad by Antony Beevors
or the 736-page Complete
Works of Shakespeare.

Once the flowers are dry,
they are sent home to his
daughter Alice, aged seven.

On much the same lines Lt
Cdr Ian Cowper, the ship's
Marine Engineering Officer,
has been gathering examples
of sea-shells from the beaches
of the countries visited.

His daughter Sian, aged six,
on receiving them in the post,
has decorated home-made
photo frames, early examples
of which are displayed in his
cabin - and forcefully remind
him of home when they fall on
to his head during rough
weather.

Packed programme
for Cumberland

THE SHIP'S company of
HMS Cumberland will
know they have been in a
deployment by the time
they return to Devonport
this month.

The Type 22 frigate left the
West Country at the beginning
of June last year to begin her
contribution to Operation
Oracle, the UK's contribution
to the war against terrorism.

And since she left home waters
she has ranged far and wide across
the Indian Ocean and the Gulf
region, including tasks in the Gulf
of Aden and off the coast of East
Africa, both blocking the routes of
Al Oaeda terrorists and helping
enforce United Nations sanctions
against Iraq.

But the frigate, a capable and
versatile platform which is well-
suited to operating alone far from
home, also had a major role to play
in defence diplomacy, showing UK
support for allies and friendly
nations in the region.

Among the early visits were
those to Aqaba in Jordan, allowing
bilateral exercises with the
Jordanian and Saudi Arabian naval
forces, and Karachi in Pakistan,
when high-level guests were invit-
ed on board the warship.

In such visits, the ship's compa-
ny also gets a chance to sample

• The Commanding Officer HMS Cumberland, Capt Ian Corder, pictured with the ship's transport, a
S-Type Jaguar supplied by Jaguar Bahrain to help promote the car

RANGERS PEUGEOT

MILITARY SALES

For your free information pack on how to purchase a

new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices.

Call Colin Clubley:

Sales Hotline: 01980 653434
Fax: 01980 654256

www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk

local culture - from Aqaba, parties
of RN sailors visited the ancient
city of Pctra and the old haunts of
Lawrence of Arabia, while many of
the other port visits allowed for
social and sporting contacts with
local communities.

An essential maintenance stop
at Mombasa allowed some mem-
bers of the ship's company to go on
safari, deep-sea fishing or diving,
and an expedition headed off to
climb Mount Kenya.

Christmas Day was spent at sea
- Cumberland was the only Royal
navy surface unit on duty away
from land that day (see right) -
and by the time she gets back to
Devonport she will have been away
250 days, of which 182 will have

Allied cause
CUMBERLAND has to date
operated with 16 other nations
during her deployment, and visit-
ed ten countries in three conti-
nents.

Her boarding parties have
checked out more than 70 ships -
a busy schedule for Cpl Nick
Tryon, the Team Commander, and
his RM Boarding Party.

The ship's doctor, Surg Lt Sarah
Wilmott, put her Advent calendar
to good use in December, award-
ing the chocolate from each day to
the most worthy patient.

For the old hands in
Cumberland Christmas at sea is
nothing new - she has spent three
of the last five away from home.

been at sea, with 68 alongside in
various harbours.

The frigate's Lynx helicopter
achieved its 1,000th landing since
build during the deployment, and
the ship's divers have spent more
than 30 hours under water under-
taking various tasks in support of
the deployment.

To date. Cumber land has
replenished from seven different
tankers from five countries - the
UK, the United States. Germany,
Canada and Japan.

Her most recent port visits have
included a maintenance stop in the
United Arab Emirates, during
which time one of the ship's Rolls-
Royce Tync gas turbine engines
was changed, and Commander-in-

Chief Fleet, Admiral Sir Jonathon
Band, and UK Maritime
Component Commander Gulf,
Rear Admiral David Snelson, both
visited the ship.

Cumberland's Commanding
Officer, Capt Mike Mansergh -
who took over from Capt Ian
Corder in the middle of December
- said: "Following Christmas at
sea, this visit has provided a very
useful opportunity for some essen-
tial maintenance work to keep the
ship fully capable of meeting her
role as part of coalition forces in
the region.

"It has also enabled some of the
ship's crew to take a short period
of well-earned leave after more
than six months away from home."

www.navynews.co.uk

Santa Claus
learns trick
from Royal
Marines
WHEN you spend Christmas Day
far from home, every little detail
can be invested with a certain
poignancy, emphasising the dis-
parity between a family holiday at
home and working on the high
seas.

So it is no wonder that the fes-
tive season on board HMS
Cumberland had a strange edge to
it.

Executive Officer Lt Cdr
Duncan Thomson did his best to
maintain an air of normality by
secretly arranging for families
back home to send presents to the
ship's company.

These gifts were stashed away
on board, unseen by the majority
of sailors on board, and the ship's
Santa only brought the goodies
out of his Grotto at the appropri-
ate moment.

A service of carols and
readings was held on the
flight deck on Christmas
Eve, led by the ship's chap-
lain, Fr Simon Bradbury RN,
with musical accompani-
ment from Lt Cdr Richard
Bywater on the piano and Lt
Bill Thomson on guitar.
During the interval the Royal

Marines performed a spirited
enactment of the poem The Night
Before Christmas, which involved
Santa Claus entering the proceed-
ings by rapid-roping from the
hangar roof - a handy trick for
chimneys he may encounter in the
future.

The service concluded with
mince pies and mulled wine, and a
number of hardy souls returned to
the flight deck later that night to
celebrate Midnight Mass under
the stars.

Christmas Day saw the tradi-
tional swapping of jobs for the
serving of Christmas lunch, when
the ship's officers assumed the
duties of the stewards and dished
up the festive fare for the ratings.

Music from the Ceremonies
of Beating Retreat and

Tattoo
27 historic recordings, the best of the
Royal Marines. Included arc Sunset,

Crimond, Jerusalem, Land of Hope and
Glory, Crown Imperial, Heart of Oak. A

Life on the Ocean Wave, By Land and
Sea, Rule Britannia, Emblazoned Drums,
Mechanised Infantry, Sombre et Meuse,
The Captain General, Viscount Nelson,

Nightfall in Camp and many more.
This CD brings together the majesty and

excellence of the Band of HM Royal
Marines School of Music under the baton

of their distinguished first Principal
Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel

Sir Vivian Dunn.

Compact Disc £12.00 (UK), £15.00 (overseas) incl p & p
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection

Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN
tel: 020 8673 6157; fax: 020 8772 9545; Email: eastneycol@aol.com

(most major cards accepted)
A donation from each recording sold will qo to the Deal Memorial Bandstand Trust Registered Charity No. 1045095

• The defective starboard Tyne engine from HMS Cumberland is hoisted from the ship - part of the
engine-change work that was carried out over five days, in temperatures that exceeded over 90
degrees with an average 60 per cent humidity.

Tom's catch of a lifetime
FOR one group of sailors on board HMS
Cumberland, a deployment such as this gives them the
chance to add a new dimension to a favourite pastime.

Tom Worthy said: "When the ship anchored in 19
metres of water sitting off the tropical islands of the
Seychelles in the Indian Ocean, it filled me with antic-
ipation and excitement as to what fish lay beneath the
hull."

Tom contacted the Seychelles Ministry of Fisheries,
as well as local tackle shops, and ended up sending his
hook down from the frigate in search of new catches.

And Tom and his mates were not disappointed.
The first bites were pretty aggressive, and yielded

emperor fish - like bream but with bigger teeth and an
attitude.

After that came a variety of fish, from red snappers
to barracuda - around 13 different species in the space
of two hours.

But the next bite was more like it. A ten-minute
fight resulted in Tom landing a hammerhead shark -
"no monster at 3ft long," but his first-ever shark,
nonetheless.

When the fishermen had had enough for the day,
after around six hours, they had landed three different
species of sharks - five hammerhead, ten threshers
and 15 black-tipped reef sharks.

All 30, plus 25 assorted other fish, were returned to
the deep unharmed, but slightly bemused by their
brief visit to a Royal Navy frigate.

The fishermen also chartered a deep-sea fishing
boat for the day while in the Seychelles, bagging box-
fuls of bonito but fai l ing to spot the prized sailfish or
black marlin.

But the scorching weather and a crate of cold beer
helped case the disappointment.
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GIBRALTAR SQUADRON'S OPERATIONAL ROLE IN WAR AGAINST TERROR

• Top: HMS Ranger, one of only two
armed P20OOs
• Left: One of the Squadron's Arctic
RIBs on patrol
• Bottom: Some of the Squadron's
Clearance Diving Element

• Gibraltar Squadron ships, HMS Trumpeter and Ranger, with the Rock of Gibraltar

Patrolling the
Mediterranean frontline
Global events of the

past 18 months have
meant that one small

Naval unit based at the
edge of a foreign land has
had to transform itself to
meet the fast-paced
changes that followed from
September 11, 2001, reports
Helen Craven.

Bearing on their shoulders a
new operational role that takes
up 24 hours of every day, the
men of the Gibraltar Squadron
are working to the limit to pro-
tect the Naval ships of Britain
and the rest of the world that
arrive at this British territory.

Historically Gibraltar was
important as a crucial stopping
point and little has changed; it is
still a key strategic chokepoint
through which the world's shipping
passes on its long journey from
East to West and hack again along
this narrow passage between the
continents of Europe and Africa.

A traditional sight familiar
to the visitors to the high
vantage point of the Rock
for over a decade, small
grey ships continue to
patrol the Mediterranean
Sea. But where once the
White Ensign flew to mark
the limit of British rule, now
post-September 11, a new
chapter has begun in the life
of the Gibraltar Squadron.

The threat of terrorism is being
focused down on to nomadic
groups operating around the world
from the hills and valleys of the
remote Middle East and Africa,
and now Gibraltar has a new
prominence.

As Lt Cdr Chris Pillar,
Commanding Officer of the
Gibraltar Squadron pointed out:
"We're at the strategic crossroads
of the world." And so the role of
the Squadron has changed, just
over a year ago its operational
function was important but gentle,
now it is vital and pressurised.

Cdr Andy Johnson in charge of
Operations in Gibraltar explained:
"The tempo was moved up after
September 11. Anybody coming
out to the Squadron now wouldn't
recognise it."

He added: "There is nowhere
safer to come because they have
worked incredibly hard to keep
Gibraltar safe."

For a majority of each day, the

Royal Navy team is patrolling the
waters of Gibraltar checking ves-
sels and escorting warships and
auxiliaries of all nations into the
busy harbour. For the 19 men in
the unit, the work is hard with long
cold hours spent on the water.

Lt Cdr Pillar described
Gibraltar's importance as an oper-
ating base: "We are 1,000 miles up-
threat. We are four days sailing
and 1,000 miles closer to the likely
trouble spots."

In the summer last year a sus-
pected Al Qaeda terrorist cell was
arrested in North Africa. This
highlighted the ready danger to
Gibraltar and shipping in the
straits from terrorist units coming
from the shores of Africa, just 14
miles away. As a result, the work of
the Squadron became more
intense and the hours on the water
longer as Operation Lonigan
called the boats into almost non-
stop operational patrols.

"We went for it hammer and
tongs," said Lt Cdr Pillar, "and
established a level of force protec-
tion that makes everybody happier.

"There's been a quantum
change in activity on the water.
This is a very busy anchorage and
ships need to be protected."

The Squadron has two ships,
currently the P2IHX) Archer-
class Patrol Ships HMS

Trumpeter and Ranger, the first
P2000s in the Royal Navy to be
armed with General Purpose
Machine Guns.

But two Lifcspan Patrol Vessels
(LPV), Grey Fox and Grey Wolf,
have arrived from Northern
Ireland. The two vessels will be
commissioned into the Navy to fly
the White Ensign as Navy News
goes to press, and will bear the
names HMS Scimitar and Sabre.

The new ships - because of their
former lives in the inland water-
ways of Northern Ireland - have
different capabilities to the existing
P2000s, and the decision is yet to
be taken over the eventual size and
shape of the Squadron.

The grey ships are supported in
their patrols by three 24 Arctic
Rigid Inflatable Boats (RIBs)
crewed by armed personnel. The
RIB patrol is wet and windswept
but these little craft soar and
swoop on the crest of waves with a
remarkable turn of speed.

Over the course of the past
September visiting ships were
alongside at Gibraltar for 29 days,
with the P2000s and LPVs spend-
ing 137 hours on the water and the
RIBs racking up a massive 334

hours, and each ship, each berth,
each tug were checked by the unit's
small diving team.

On limited resources and limit-
ed manning, this small unit is win-
ning the praise of tough and
demanding customers.

The diligence and support
on the water of the Gibraltar
Squadron has won them
acclaim from visiting war-
ships, particularly American
ships sensitised from the
events of September 11 and
the attack on the USS Cole
in Aden.

USS Mahan sent a message in
July: "Host nation force protection
was outstanding"; reinforced by
USS Vicksburg a month later:
"Host nation escort of Vicksburg
into Gibraltar was exceptional".

British ships have added their
praise for the hard work of the
Squadron; HMS Sheffield: "Best
force protection seen in the
Mediterranean"; and HMS Ark
Royal: "Shielding of exit track was
efficient and impressive".

Even in this distant corner of the
British military, the operation has
a very joint aspect. Army men from
the Royal Gibraltar Regiment arc
now on the boats patrolling and
watching the waters around the
Rock with their Naval colleagues.
The Gibraltar Service Police patrol
the harbour and jetty once the
Squadron's divers and RAF
firearms and explosives dogs have
given the all-clear.

This focus on security has seen
other paybacks. The increased
time on the water has seen a
growth in the assistance offered to
the local civil organisations, partic-
ularly the Royal Gibraltar Police.

One of the Squadron's RIBs
recently played a role in
the capture by the

Customs authorities of a suspected
drug smuggler, hauling his dirty
trade between the coasts of Africa
and Europe. In November the
Gibraltarian authorities called for
help to recover the body of a
Spanish diver.

The Squadron Clearance Diving
Element form a small 8-man unit
of six divers and two engineers,
their numbers bolstered by a fur-
ther two Americans loaned to the
unit on a six-month basis.

Very little of their work is taken
up with explosive ordnance dispos-
al with only two incidents over the
course of 2002, and the majority of
the divers' time is spent supporting
Operation Lonigan.

CPO (Diver) Hank Hancock
who heads the Clearance Diving
Element said: "We do work hard
here, but it's a good draft."

The long hours and big changes
have had an impact on the lives of
all those in the Squadron and their
families, the support from whom is
a debt that everyone fully credits.

"It's not what I expected," said
CPO Garry Henderson, MEO of
HMS Trumpeter who joined the
Squadron soon after the changes,
"what I expected was easier than
this. But I suppose if its opera-
tional, it's going to be hard. But it's
not what the families expected."

CPO Simon Oughton, MEO of
Ranger, added: "We were used to
a different, more manageable rou-
tine before September 11 -
because it's been such a drastic
change is what's made it harder for
the families."

Lt Cdr Pillar concluded: "We
are a professional bunch doing a
fine job in a real operational situa-
tion but with long hours and limit-
ed resources.

"We're successful and here to
stay. The metamorphosis of the
Squadron is ongoing and the
future shape of the unit is not yet
clear. But we will change and

adapt to meet whatev-
er the future brings."

The world stands
braced for the next
events in this complex
conflict against an
unseen enemy. But
one prediction seems
certain - all in the
Gibraltar Squadron
will match pace with
the changing global
climate to protect the
Naval ships that enter
their realm. Pictures: Cpl Martin Sadler RAF

CHARTER HOUSE
A magnificent Grade 2 Regency residence situated in
Upper Ryde, Isle of Wight with stunning panoramic
views over the Solent is for sale by auction on
17th February by FDP Savills or private treaty.
Excellent connections to the mainland.
Send for a full colour brochure from,

Howard Associates, 41 High Street,
Bembridge, Isle of Wight PO35 5SE

Telephone 01983 874110

BLESMA
Tel: 020 8590 1124/Fax: 020 8599 2932

email: blesma@btconnect.com website: www.blesma.org

The British Limbless Ex-Service Mens Association are providing for and supporting those
who have suffered the loss of limb(s) in the service of their country. Even today the
casualties of peacetime are producing more individuals eligible for our help and support.
We also accept responsibility for their dependants and, in particular, their Widows.

Through our welfare system we ensure that they receive a counselling service both pre and
post amputation, advice on pensions and allowances and, where necessary, represent them
at Pensions Appeals Tribunals. Our two nursing homes provide permanent residential and
convalescent care for Members and dependants alike.

All this costs money, a large amount of money. We receive no Government Grants and rely
wholly on the generosity of the public. Please help us to continue our work by making a
donation, however small, or perhaps you may consider running a fundraising event on
behalf of our charity.

BLESMA, 185-187 High Road, Chadwell Heath,
Romford, Essex RM6 6NA
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CLYDE NAVAL BASE - SEPARATE ELEMENTS ALL PULL TOGETHER TO MAKE ONE BASE, ONE TEAM
• MCM ships leave Gareloch through Rhu Narrows Lock, stock

and barrel
WITH THEIR brooding presence at the
Clyde Naval Base, it is easy to forget
that it is home to more than just
submarines.

In addition to the four Vanguard-class
and five Swiftsure submarines, the
Faslane Flotilla consists of nine mine-
countermeasure vessels (MCMVs), six
of which carry out the conventional
MCM and fishery protection roles, and
three converted Hunt-class ships that
are the Northern Ireland patrol vessels.

Capt Pat Walker is Captain of the
Faslane Flotilla. A submarine man, he
had been Captain of the First Submarine
Squadron but moved into the broader
role with Fleet First.

He sees the big advantage for the
smaller ships with the changes that they
now have a four-ring captain perma-
nently on hand to champion their cause.

Capt Walker said: "Fleet First has
had tangible benefits to provide
greater integration at the waterfront - all
are now playing in the same level
playing-field."

Capt Walker outlines his responsibili-
ties as acting on the ships' and boats'
behalf to negotiate the right level of
support from the Naval Base and to
provide advice and guidance.

"So I am looking after their interests
lock, stock and barrel," he concluded.

Royal Marines from the Fleet Protection Group during a training exercise

,4.

Global role exercises
Fleet Protection Group
THE FLEET Protection Group Royal Marines moved
into thcdyde naval base in May 2001 from Arbroath,
and the move has proven a success for all concerned.

One of the key factors was that the force protection
role had become focused on the Royal Navy's nuclear
assets, and transfer times to and from Britain's nuclear
base had eaten into valuable man-hours and budgets.

"The re-location of the group and integration into
the base has gone well," said Lt Col Trevor Sawyer,
Second-in-Command of the Fleet Protection Group
(FPG), who was also project officer for the re-location.

Formerly known as Commachio Group RM, the
uni t stands at 4W) strong, increased from numbers of
just 320 in 2001.

The Royal Marines provide force protection for
both Faslanc and RNAD Coulport, and supply men
for the JSU Northwood headquarters. Inside the naval
bases teams of men arc ready to leap out at short
notice and provide final denial to postulated threat.

Marines from the FPG can be found supporting the
Northern Ireland patrol vessels and conducting mar-
it ime boardings. They also provide protection for mil-
itary road convoys around the UK.

At the more obvious frontline of the Group's activ-
ities stand the Fleet Standby Rifle Troop, with a flexi-
ble and short notice call-up. Lt Col Sawyer said: "We
have a certain number of teams at the right readiness
to deploy global to provide protection for Royal Navy
and Royal Fleet Auxiliary assets - recent world events
have increased the activity of these personnel."

These teams have been called in to provide support
when evacuating British personnel from places like
Sierra Leone and can be found in the Arabian Gulf
enforcing UN embargo operations. With the Marines
and the Navy side-by-sidc, for certain operations the
teams have joint exercises together before they
deploy.

The group is split into four squadrons O,P and R
and an HQ clement. The three squadrons spend

between two to three weeks at a time protecting the
nuclear assels-at-the-Seottish base 'behtncHhc-wire1:—

This gives a period of four to six weeks on other
tasks as directed by Fleet or in intensive training for
different roles in Royal Marines life.

"The group is extremely busy. It is doing an increas-
ingly varied, demanding and important global activi-
ty," said Lt Col Sawyer. A total of 250 to 280 days per
year are spent on separated service - which has merit-
ed the job being classed as a sea billet.

"We arc operational 365 days a year, and manned to
100 per cent. The Group now offers individuals a vari-
ety in jobs they can do."

• Royal Marines in action

> Vanguard-class submarines alongside at Faslane

Scotland
stands out

THERE'S just something
that little bit different
about Scotland and HM
Naval Base Clyde stands
apart from its southern
cousins.

Well-known for its key role
in national defence as the
home of the Vanguard-class
submarines that bear the bur-
den of Britain's nuclear deter-
rent, it draws together distinct
strands of the Royal Navy, set
among the stunning country-
side of the Clyde estuary.

Royal Marines arc based along-
side surface ships, and the under-
water realm encompasses the full
range from big bombers through
hunter-kil ler submarines of the
Swiftsure class and right down to
the divers who keep our coastlines
safe.

HM Naval Base Clyde is
the only base that is still
under the command of a
Flag Officer, Rear Admiral
Derek Anthony, Flag Officer
Scotland, Northern England
and Northern Ireland (FOS-
Nll).

His interests extend from
-Liverpool—around-the-Troasts-Tof-

northcrn England, Scotland and
Northern Ireland. "FOSNII actu-
ally has a regional responsibility
for more than half the land mass of
the UK," explained Adm Anthony.

In addition to the Faslanc site,
the Royal Naval Armament Depot
at Coulport just six miles away is
part of the Clyde Naval Base.
"That in area is bigger than
Faslanc," said Adm Anthony.
Coulport is responsible for the
storage and issue of the Trident
weapon system and other ammuni-
tioning.

Recent changes have trans-
formed the working lives of the
7,000 people employed within the
base, of whom about 4,500 arc
civilians, employed by the Ministry
of Defence or Babcock Naval
Services under the new partnering
agreement.

"Warship support modernisa-
tion is the most important single
thing that has happened in my time
here," said Adm Anthony.
"Everyone in the base has been
affected from the Able Seaman to
the Admiral, from the riggers to
senior civil servants.

"A huge amount of credit to the
individuals in the base and senior
management here that people
have adapted so well."

He is positive about the changes
and the end results that will come:

"We're going to be much more
dynamic in our management of
business, much more entrepre-
neurial, much more innovative,
and that's exciting - it can only be
good."

Within the military aspect of the
base, Fleet First has brought about
changes for Naval personnel's ways
of working. "That's been a huge
success. It's gone very well indeed.
There's an even greater sense of
belonging among the ships and
submarines up here to one en t i ty
than there was before."

Adm Anthony holds special
praise for the minor war vessels of
the MCM group that have forged a
strong identity since their arrival at
the former submarine base:
"They're fantastic with dedicated
ship's companies."

He sees the mix of boats and
surface ships, Royal Marines and
divers a bonus for all at the base:
"It provides a richness of life in this
base that stimulates it in a way that
it has never been stimulated since
it got going in the 1960s, and I
absolutely welcome that."

With the changes already under
thei r belt, what is next on the
Clyde's list? "The introduction of

• The Faslane site of Clyde
Naval Base

Astute is a hugely important even
in the future of the base," prcdicl
ed Adm Anthony.

In preparation for the arrival c
the latest submarines, new build i
planned for the base including
'finger' jetty and an Astute trainin
facility.

Adm Anthony is scheduled t<
move on from his northern postin
in May this year. He said with gen
uine regret: "I shall be sorry to gc
I like it here, it's a good place ti
be.

"We've gone through some diffi
cult times but i think we're on th
road to a good future here."

• Rear Admiral
Anthony, FOSNII

Deret

Safe by all
their strength

SO HOW does HM Naval
Base Clyde prepare the
most advanced Trident sub-
marine in the world for a
deterrent patrol? writes Lt
Johnnie Collacott, Supply
Officer in HMS Vengeance
(Port).

HMS Vengeance along with
her three sister Vanguard-class
submarines, five conventional-
ly-armed Swiftsure-class sub-
marines, eight minehunters
and patrol vessels form the
Faslane Flotilla based at HM
Naval Base Clyde.

Commanding Officer of HMS
Vengeance (Port), Cdr David
Balston explained: "The nuclear
deterrent programme is a unique
and demanding cycle.

"The ultimate success of
the patrol starts months
before with an enormous
amount of training, mainte-
nance and careful prepara-
tion back in the base port."

The flotilla is supported by the
Commander in Chief Fleet's
waterfront representatives who
ensure that all the different types
of services required by its vessels
when at sea and in harbour are
provided.

This also includes the new
Waterfront Manning Office, an
intrinsic part of the Topmast
scheme.

Vengeance has two crews to
maximise hull availability at sea.
When the submarine returns from
patrol, the two crews swap over so
that the team that has been away
becomes the support crew.

When the boat then sails for its
next patrol, the support crew use
their time to enjoy well-earned
leave, catching up with families
and friends after only having very

limited contact with them during
the previous months, restricted to
one forty-word 'familygram' per
week while at sea.

They are also encouraged to use
this time to participate in sport,
adventurous training and attend
professional courses.

But it is crucial that the subma-
rine's crew hits the ground running
at the beginning of the cycle. To do
this means that all members of the
ship's company must receive the
right type and amount of training.

As custodians of a formidable
nuclear ballistic submarine,
Vengeance's crew expects to be
pushed.

Every single member of the
ship's company has his part to play,
not only in his own part of ship but
also his contribution to the overall
safety and security of the Trident
missile system.

"There is a strong safety culture
inherent in the submarine world
and we are continually educating
ourselves," said Cdr Balston.

However, so that the crew con-
tinue to achieve all their aims there
is also reliance upon external assis-
tance from Flag Officer Sea
Training's staff (POST). This cra-
dle-to-grave relationship is
extremely important. Only once
these milestones have been
achieved will the team be ready to
go back 'on crew' again.

Once the submarine returns, the
first few days are extremely busy
during crew change and again the
POST trainers are there to make
sure that the on-coming crew are
able to operate the submarine
safely when in harbour.

What usually follows is two days
of safety harbour training, the duty
watches make sure that they can
tackle any eventuality ranging
from a small flood to a major fire.
The submarine will then be
allowed to start the maintenance
that keeps Vengeance's highly

complex weapon and ship's system
in first class operating condition.

Here they turn to the Naval
Base and the Warship Support
Agency who provide high quality
engineering, logistic, and adminis-
trative support.

The new partnering contract
with Babcock Naval Services
enhances this one base, one team
approach.

HMS Vengeance's motto
reads 'Safe by our strength'
but this could be read 'Safe
by their strength' as only
with everyone's efforts will
the operational commit-
ments be met.

With the engineers busy engi-
neering, the Supply Department
busy supplying, the Royal Marine
Protection Group busy protecting
and MOD Guard Service busy
guarding, the Warfare
Department on board starts draw-
ing up the plans, in consultation
with the operating authorities in
Northwood, for the return to sea.

This normally starts with a
Independent Exercise (INDEX)
to shake the crew down, usually
followed by a period with FOST's'
training staff.

The aim is that by the end the
crew will be at the highest state of
preparedness before going on dif-
ferent patrol.

The syllabus is enormous, cov-
ering every aspect of submarine
life from whole ship management
to fighting the submarine through
periods of simulated action dam-
age to our water environment with
the trainers presenting many com-
plex and challenging scenarios.

The pressure to perform well
during this time can be enormous
and a team that is not working
together will struggle.

But the aim is not to break peo-
ple, it is to make sure that the sub-
marine can operate safely, cohe-
sively and effectively as the UK's
strategic nuclear deterrent. It is a
real opportunity for each individ-
ual to prove himself to his peers
and seniors alike.

Once all this has been complet-
ed the submarine usually returns
to Faslane and any new defects are
rectified.

The final provisions will
then be obtained; the crew
will expect to consume
approximately 15,000 eggs,
8,400 sausages and 6,500
rashers of bacon over the
forthcoming weeks with no
chance of a top up at the
local supermarket or a
friendly Royal Fleet
Auxiliary.

Vengeance is then at last fully
ready to relieve one of her sister
submarines that has been out on
patrol keeping the country safe.

The lengths of patrols can vary
but have all been achieved suc-
cessfully over the last 34 years - a
reflection of the hard work and
professionalism of everyone
involved.

There is however one thought
never far from the Vanguard-class
submariner's mind and that is
returning home, crew change, see-
ing family and friends, leave - and
then of course training and the
next patrol!

i HMS Splendid leaves Faslane on patrol

Bringing
the Clyde
bang up
to date
CORE John Borley, Director
Naval Base Clyde, has a
definite vision for the future of
the site.

"The business of looking
after the people and not just
the kit is very important to
me," said Cdre Borley who
looks after the day-to-day run-
ning of the Clyde Naval Base.

He has been a key element
to the success of the Warship
Support Modernisation push-
ing the concept of 'one base,
one team' for everyone
whether Service, civil servant
or Babcock Naval Services
(BNS) employee.

Now he has turned his atten-
tion to his next focus: "I want
to rebuild Neptune in a way
that suits the real wishes of the
seagoing sailor."

Accommodation, recreation
and administration buildings
are all up for transformation.
Only the excellent sports facil-
ities at Neptune, that include
swimming pool, boxing ring
and dry ski-slope, pass the
modern standards test.

"I'm absolutely committed
to a programme that improves
the quality of life for service-
men and their families here.

"The biggest single thing
we've done is the partnering
initiative itself, and the partner,
BNS, understands the need to
provide good facilities, good
care, and good straightforward
service for the seagoer."

"My personal feeling is that
we are on the cusp now, start-
ing to turn this into a base that
sailors want."

He added: "There are some
fantastic jobs to be done here
with instant rewards."

Scottish coast holds special
challenges for diving teams

THE NORTHERN Diving Group is based in
Faslane under the command of Lt Cdr John
Burden.

It is split into two units co-located in Faslane and
covers the whole of the north of England, Scotland
and Northern Ireland.

"My line of responsibility runs from the Wash - a
line drawn out of Humberside off Spurn Head and
goes all the way round the top of Scotland taking in all
the outlying islands, Shetland, around to the Wirral.
Northern Ireland is also mine for Navy bomb dispos-
al," said Lt Cdr Burden.

The Group is responsible for all maritime bomb dis-
posal operations in this area - that encompasses the
disposal of World War II munitions to the destruction
of time-expired pyrotechnics such as alert flares - and
all explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) operations in
the naval base and at Coulport.

There are effectively 30 divers within the
Group whose work ranges from underwater
engineering to bomb disposal. "Because
we're so small everybody gets to do every-
thing. We mix and match because we need
the flexibility," said Lt Cdr Burden.

"The British laid over a million mines around their
own coast during World War II, and we've nowhere
near dealt with all of them," said Lt Cdr Burden.

"There's tons of it left out there, and of course it
comes to light every now and then as the tide runs over
it. You get a good storm come
through and it disturbs something,
and you'll get a few shells on the
beach."

"In an average week a bomb dis-
posal team will get a call perhaps
one day to go to Stornaway and
deal with a smoke float on the
beach.

"While they're out they might
get a call that says 'Come down to
Humberside. The coastguard
down here has got a fishing boat
with a mine in its net.' So that team
will then drive down to
Humberside and deal with that.

"The weeks are busy. The team
is on the road ever)' day."

Fishermen tend to find the big-
ger items, and notify the coast-
guard who'll get in touch with the
Joint Service EOD tasking centre
for call out.

The northern divers operate in a different terrain to
the southern units. They can be working in outlying
Scottish islands with a lot of open-sea jobs.

"A lot of our stuff is found in places where access is
abysmal. Even getting a landrover down the track can
be a nightmare."

The arrival of the new Pinzgauer six-wheel drive
trucks with the Diving Group early in 2003 will ease
some of the problems of getting to remote spots.

Teams from one of the two Northern Diving Units
consist of four people, an EOD operator plus support
crew.

In addition to their ordnance clearance role, some
50 per cent of their workload is underwater engineer-
ing in and around the base. The divers work with the
engineering section at the Naval Base to take on heavy
and light underwater engineering with transferable
elements to their operation role.

"We do it from The perspectiveTHal m time of war
or crisis we have a role called battle damage assess-
ment and repair. By doing underwater engineering we
are training for that role," said Lt Cdr Burden.

"We save the Navy money because they don't need
to get in contractors or haul the submarines out of the
water either here or in Rosyth."

"The real driver for us is the V-boats, keeping them
at sea and operational."

The group is a Commander in Chief Fleet unit,
under the line of the Commodore Portsmouth Flotilla,
lodging within HM Naval Base Clyde.

• The Northern Diving Group deal with a World War II bomb

i A Vanguard-class submarine alongside in Faslane Pictures: Clyde Fleet Photographic Section
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At Your Service
Calling Old Shipmates

WWII Dental Staff: II any Dental Surgeons,
Attendants or Mechanics who served
between 1939-45 at HMS Drake, Raleigh,
Cormorant (Gib) or Turtle would like to renew
old friendships, contact Alan Norton, 104
Fossdale Moss, Leyland PR26 7AT. tel: 01772
454620, email: atan.norton@amserve.net

HMS Leander Seeking Barrie (Paddy)
Richie, who left the mob in the 1980s. He was
at the wedding of Steve and Christine
Rowbottom in 1980. Steve has contacted
some of the boys and they hope to meet at the
Leander reunion in April. Contact Steve at 10
Ben Jonson Way, Newport NP20 3JJ, email:
s.rowbottom@ntiworid.com

HMS Scorpion: Smudger Smith joined
Scorpion in 1961 as a young ME1 and would
like to hear from anyone who remembers
him. Names he recalls are: Nutty Morris and
Hutch Hutchins. Contact him at Apartment
201, 22235 119 Avenue, Maple Ridge, BC,
Canada or email: SmithSmdg@aol.com

HMS Albion 1962-64: Grey Ghosts are
invited to contact Keith Ridley regarding
reunion. Write to 18 Littleworth End, Offord
Darcy, St Neots PE19 5RA, tel: 01480
810848, email hmsalbion@hotmail.com

HMS Cumberland 1958-59: Fred
Bartholomew would like to contact ex-mem-
bers of 24 mess, ex-colour guard on the last
commission. Contact Fred at 5 Nesbit Road,
St Mary's Bay, Kent TN29 OSF, tel: 01303
872543 or email: eagle19btinternet.com

HMS Achates: Seeking inlo from sur-
vivors of sinking (1942) or family and crew
members prior to mine explosion (1941), par-
ticularly Fred (Chuckles) Wesley or Westley,
last heard of in Brighton, and an oppo nick-
named 'Dopey'. Contact Ernest Storey, 68
Kennersdene, Tynemouth NE30 2NG.

John (Johnny) Hogg: Seeking Johnny,
who served as Writer in the Supply and
Secretariat branch on a Special Service
engagement (1946-54), and after discharge
in the Hampshire Constabulary. Last known
to be in the Portsmouth area. Contact Keith
Foyston on 01482 376587 or email:
keithfoyston@hotmail.com

French Sms Narval and Archimede
1943-5 and HMS Tiptoe 1946-8: Seeking
Sam Abery and Simon Baird, who served with
EGR Hancox during these dates. Contact Mr
Hancox, 49 Church Rd, Bumtwood. Staffs
WS7 9EA, tel: 01543 672068.

HMS Brave 1987-90: Chris (Paddy)
Tinsley is hoping to get in touch with
POWEM Smith or anyone else who remem-
bers him. Contact Paddy on 028 9266 6148
or email: Chris.Hnsiey@eircommni.com

HMS Whitesand Bay Association seeks
shipmates 1945-56. Reunions held annually.
Contact Geoff Nightingale, 268 Galley Hill,
Gadebridge, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP1
3LD, tel: 01442 263405.

HMS Raleigh, May/June 1943: Frank
Haworth would be interested to hear from
any member of this class who trained under
the instruction of PO Mulholland. Contact
Frank at 14 Toon Crescent, Bury, Lanes BL8
1JB or email: fphaworth@talk21.com

HMS Cossack Association seek ship-
mates from Tribal-class Cossack 1938-41,
Stoker Wright, CPO Stoker F. Pearce and
O/S D. Bateman and from Cossack D57,
1947-59, Stokers 'Happy1 Day, Taylor,
Wilkinson and McKai and Writer Alan Golden.
Contact G. Toomey on 01754 872116.

HMS Ameer Archie (Mac) McElheran
and his colleague Joseph McKeown served
as photographer in Ameer from 1943-45.
Archie would like to hear Irom Joe or anyone
else who was on the ship at that time.
Contact Archie at 1885 Charland Avenue,
Coquitlam, BC, Canada V3K 3M2 or email:
mad&mac@telus. net

HMS Beagle 1944-45, HMS Hogue 45-
47: Seeking shipmates of Roy Fudge.
Contact Roy on 01454 772671.

National Malaya & Borneo Veterans
Association: Membership open to all who
served in Malaya and Borneo - HM Forces,
Commonwealth Forces, Royal Federation of
Malaya Police, Civil Services, St Johns
Ambulance Brigade, Auxiliary Forces in
WWII, the Malayan Emergency and the
Borneo, Indonesian Confrontation up to 1970.
Include name, address, tel, unit or organisa-
tion at the time of service and a SAE if you
require a reply. Write to Branch Secretary,
Arthur Hewitt, 38 Porteous Crescent,
Chandlers Ford, Hants SO53 2DH, tel: 023
8026 8413 or email: hewittaj@aol.com

HMS Duchess Association: All ship-
mates from all commissions are welcome to
join the Association. Newsletters and annual
reunion. Contact Gordon Phipps (Secretary),
6 Dyrham Close, Burnham-on-Sea,
Somerset TA8 2TT, tel: 01278 785742.

HMS Raleigh: Spencer (Ceefax) Luxford
seeks old pals from Cunningham 49 Class of
1996, especially Paul Proctor and Barry
Tiernan. Contact Spencer at 44 Walton
Avenue, North Cheam, Sutton SM3 9UB, or
tel: 020 8287 1368 or mobile: 07780 677926
or email: sriuxford@yahoo.co.uk

8th Destroyer Association: Shipmates
who served in HM Ships Cassandra,
Caprice, Cambrian, Carysfort, Caesar,
Cavalier, Carron and Cavendish are invited
to join the 8th Destroyer Association. Details
from Cliff Longfoot, 50 Graylands Road,
Walton, Liverpool L4 9UQ, tel: 0151 226
3675 or email: ongfoo50@hotmail.com

HMS Narvik: The following are still
sought: John Amslie, Dixie Dean, David Grant,
Major J. Hardiman, Mr Luck, Taffy Cloke, Cap!
Charles Scott, Keith Willis. Contact Rod
Jenkins. 33 Paston Ridings, Paston,
Peterborough PE4 7UR, tel: 01733 751019.

HMS Raleigh May 1959: New entry class
618, Frobisher Division. Seeking Andy Bown,
Frank Horrell, Brian McCarthy, George Willis,
George Walsh, Eddie Cunningham, Paddy
Little etc. Contact Ted Wyatt, 27 Malvern Rd,
Gosport PO12 3LH, tel: 023 9235 8526 or
email: edward.wyatt@ntlworld.com

Jeff Pinder ex-CPO 1963-1980, would

like to hear from shipmates who remember
him, having served in Ganges (Hawke
Division), Jaguar, Iveston, Hydra, Cleopatra,
Dryad, Norfolk and NHTU. Contact Jeff at 13
Nyrang Circuit, Woodcraft 5162, Sth
Australia, email: pinders@optusnet.com.au

Buck Taylor served in the FAA as a Naval
Air Mechanic Irom 1954-62. He seeks any-
one from class 45/54 or anyone who knew
him from HMS Bulwark, Albion, Goldcrest,
Fulmar, Gamecock and Blackcap. Write to
172 Standon Road, Sheffield S9 1PH, tel:
01142 491976. email: ExnavymanmSiaol.com

HMS Fearless 1977-80: Seeking ship-
mates, in particular LMEMs NP Barnes and
Mick Palin, MEM Mick Mcarthy and other stok-
ers who knew Graham MacCloud. Contact
Graham at 16 Wilby Rd, Eccles, Quidenham,
Norfolk NR16 2PF, tel: 01953 887139, email:
graham@grahammccloud. com

HMS Invincible 1982: Lynda Cash, for-
merly known as LMA(O) B Waling, hopes to
organise a reunion in June for all medical
personnel on board in the Falklands War.
Contact Lynda at 10 Drake Hall, Daisy Hill,
Westhoughton, Bolton BL5 2RA, tel: 01942
810314, email: cash.tyninvin@virgin.net

HMS Cockade: Did you serve in
Cockade at any time and any rank? Come
and join the Association. Check out your old
shipmates, enjoy the reunions and newslet-
ters. Contact Mick Wyer, 47 Rotherham
Road, Coventry, CV6 4FF, tel: 024 7672
1433 or email: mick.wyer@ntlworid.com

HMS Mohawk 1963-65: Dave Follett
would like to hear from anyone who may
remember him, especially Alan (Smudge)
Smith. Write 12 Allyn Saxon Drive, Shepton
Mallet, Somerset BA4 5QH, tel: 01749
343959 or email: denise.f2@ukonline.co.uk

HMS Edinburgh: Arty Shaw AB(EW)
seeks anyone from 3 Romeo or 3 Q (Zoo)
who was on the 'Cheers Easy' New York Gulf
War Parade 1991. Contact Davey Shaw, 14
Maxwell Drive, Ballifeary, Inverness,
Scotland IV3 SEX, tel: 01463 721436.

HMS Blake 1961-2: LA Marshall (Tex)
wants to hear Irom Ken (Tony) Dodd and
Terry Armstrong. Write to 18145 Gault Street,
Reseda, California, USA or email:
calanmar@msn. com

HMS Alacrity 1977-8: Seeking George
McDonald, who served on HMS Alacrity. He
got married to a girt from Plymouth in 1978,
she worked in Guz shipyard. Contact Trevor
'Paddy' Phillips, 10 Crewe Park Road,
Glenavy, Crumlin, N.Ireland, tel: 0771
060756 or email: mistynet1@tiscali.co.uk

HMS Loch Achray (1945): Seeking Les
Martin, who was best man at the wedding of
Syd Wagstaff in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. His

parents had the fish and chip shop in
Eastney Road, Portsmouth. Syd stayed
there when on leave Irom HMS Indomitable.
Contact Syd at 2 Wenlock Road, Hands-
worth, Birmingham B20 3HN, tel: 0121 356
9901, email: wagstaff@mike1.evesham.net

845 Squadron (Lee-on-Solent) 1955 on:
Seeking information about Wally Robinson;
loved a game of darts and a pint, frequenting
the Old Vic at Lee and often seen chasing
Bluebird Lil down by the pier. Contact Willy
Gent, PO Box 3114, Mandurah, Western
Australia, 6210, email: gents@iinet.net.au

David John (Bogey) Knight served as an
engine room Artificer (Coppersmith) from
1950s to 1970s aboard Adamant, Exmouth
and Endurance as well as Osprey in Portland
and Tamar in Hong Kong. Robert Wheeler
would like to hear Irom you. Contact Robert
at Old Tithe Hall Cottage, West Taphouse,
Lostwithiel, Cornwall PL22 ORP, tel/fax:
01208 872212 or email: robcog2@aol.com

Arthur (Archie) Furmidge lived in
Alverstoke. He was an apprentice at Fisgard
and then Caledonia in Grenville Division. If
anyone knows his whereabouts could they
contact John Watts, PO Box 40-376,
Glenlield, Auckland, New Zealand, email: /-
watts@clear.net.co.nz

Ken (Darby) Allan or Allen originally from
Hull, Yorkshire. Served in HMS Ceres togeth-
er with Larry (Mac or Jock) McCaffrey as well
as in Ark Royal. Had a photo taken in the
NAAFI Club, Plymouth, in 1957 with two
Brazilian sailors. Write to Mac at Via Monte
Cencio 3, Lago, (Cosenza), Italy 87035.

Bob Parkin served at HMS Excellent with
'Spike' Hughes in 1984. Bob lived in
Plymouth until late 2001. If you can help with
Bob's whereabouts, contact Chris 'Spike'
Hughes at 12 Raines Ave, Worksop S81 7PB,
tel: 01909 488017, mob: 07814 048209.

Far Eastern Fleet 1947-9: Seeking two
stokers with whom Fred Walker did his train-
ing at HMS Imperieuse, Devonport: Bill
Barrow, HMS Amethyst, and Roy Percival,
HMS Consort. Contact Fred Walker, 25
Rushmere Walk, Havant PO9 4LY.

HMS Sea Eagle, Londonderry, 1954-6:
What happened to the Officers' Cooks and
Stewards, especially Jock McFarland or
McFarlane from Glasgow? Contact George
Murray, 84 Green Rd, Stubbington, Fareham
PO14 2HB, tel: 01329 663632.

RNH Haslar SBA(P) 1951-6: Geoff
(Tubby) Richardson wants to contact those
that knew him, especially Eric Burrows, Don
J. Smart and Keith Nicholls (Geoff was best
man at his wedding). Contact Geoff at 3 St
Monica's Garth, Easingwold, York YO61
3GZ, tel: 01347 821642.

MOD plea over D-Day plans
LARGE numbers of veterans and their families are expected to attend
the 60th anniversary commemorations of the Normandy landings in June
next year - and the Ministry of Defence would like to hear from groups
intending to visit France to take part in the ceremonies.

Services and parades will take place in Bayeux, Arromanches and
Collcville Montgomery on June 6 and 7, 2004, and in order to assist with
planning, particularly the control of traffic in France, the MOD is seeking
any details of trips which arc being arranged.

Likely numbers of people, numbers of coaches, locations and dates
would be helpful, but as arrangements are likely to be in the very early
stages, any indications at all would be welcome.

Information should be sent to the Defence Services Secretary
(Secretariat), 1st Floor, Zone A, St George's Court, 2-12 Bloomsbury
Way, London WC1A 2SH.

Navy News on tape
Navy News is available free of charge on tape from
Portsmouth Area Talking News for those with
difficulty reading normal type. For details, contact 023
9269 0851 and leave a message with a contact phone
number. No special equipment is required to play the
tapes, which are standard 90-minute cassettes.

Reunions
March April

HMS Illustrious Association, Southern
Branch reunion and AGM. March 21-24 at
Smoke House Hotel, Beck Row. Mildenhall.
Includes visit to Duxford Air Museum.
Contact June Hurrell on 020 8290 6775.

HMS Glory Association 1943-56:
Reunion at Trecarn Hotel, Babbacombe,
Torquay March 28-31. Details from T.
Stallard, 18 Sandwich Close, Folkstone
CT20 3QG, tel: 01303 256457.

Submarine Coxswains Association
family weekend at the Trecarn Hotel,
Babbacombe, Torquay, March 28 to 30.
Details from Andy Verdi, 7 St Christopher's
Gardens, Gosport PO13 OQT, tel: 01329
237505 or email: Andyvwalrus@aol.com

HMS Indefatigable Association reunion
in Birmingham March 29. Details: H. Evans,
3 Oldwell Close, Totley, Sheffield S17 4AW.

Plotting & Radar Instructors
Association 42nd Annual Matapan Dinner
will be held at the WO & SRs mess HMS
Dryad March 29. This will be the last time this
dinner will be held at HMS Dryad. Contact
Paul Phillips 01329 847276 or email:
Paul. Phillipsmbe 1 @btopen wond.com

At your Service entries
Notices tor this page should be brief, clearly written or typed and

addressed to - The Editor, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. PO1 3HH
or email: edit&navynews.co.uk. If you are sending your notice in via email,
please include your full address and telephone number.
• Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a par-
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed.
• Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before
the month of the event.
• There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of
requests.
• Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as
paid-for advertising.
• The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted
notices.
• Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub-
sequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates.

Survival/Safety Equipment Branch
reunion at HMS Sultan on April 5. All serving
or ex-branch members welcome. Details
from Eammon McGrath, 023 9251 1716 or
Pixie Parkes, gordon.parkes@ntlworld.com

HMS Decoy Association last commis-
sion 1967-70 reunion at the Belgrave Hotel,
Blackpool, from April 11. Contact Alf
Singleton, 42 Uplands Crescent, Fareham
PO16 7JY or email: alf@single42.fsnet.co.uk

HMS Illustrious Association, Northern
Branch reunion, Hacketts York House Hotel,
Blackpool (01253 351465: book direct with
hotel before sending in booking form), April
11 to 14. Contact Dixie Dean, 01204 300162.

HMS Danae, First Commission 1967-
70: First reunion arranged for April 12.
Contact Brian Newsham on 020 8653 2945.

480 Kings Squad Royal Marines: 56th
anniversary reunion at the Home Club,
Portsmouth, April 21-23. Details from Len
Holmes, 57 Jones Lane, Hythe,
Southampton SO4 6AW, tel: 023 8084 2284
or Peter Hodges, 11 Gofton Ave, Cosham,
Portsmouth PO6 2NG, tel: 023 9237 5621.

LCG & F Association: It is 60 years since
HMLCGs 15 and 16 sank off Milford Haven
with the loss of 73 crew members and six
seamen off HMS Rosemary. In liaison with
Haven RNA, Haverford West and Milford
Haven British Legion, a memorial service
has been arranged for 11am on April 25 at
Thornton Cemetery, Milford Haven, and a
service at the Memorial in Freshwater West
at 3pm. Contact Vernon Copeland, 82
Clifford Bridge Rd, Binley, Coventry CV3
2DZ, tel: 02476 451645.

HMS Whitesand Bay Association
reunion at the Home Club, Portsmouth, on
April 29. Still seeking anyone who served on
board. Details from Geoff Nightingale, 268
Galley Hill, Gadebridge, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts HP1 3LD, tel: 01442 263405.

May
HMS Narvik 1955-59 reunion on May 2.

Further details from Rod Jenkins, 33 Paston
Ridings, Paston, Peterborough PE4 7UR, tel:
01733751019.

HMS Cavalier Association reunion from
May 2-6 at the Burlington Hotel, Eastbourne.
Booking details from David Thompson, 18

Over to You
Thomas D. Wallace: Margaret Keen, whose
maternal grandmother was a Wallace, seeks
information about Tommy, who features in a
photo album, along with Mrs Wallace, a
young boy, James and Lillian (Lily in the
photo). Tommy was stationed in India going
out on HMS Norfolk - photo dated June 24,
1930. Stationed near Diyatalawa in 1932.
Any info to Margaret Keen, 9 Whiteloch Ave,
Carsie, Blairgowrie, Perthshire PH10 6QG

Hospital Ship 'Amsterdam': Sgt Edward
Watson of X Cpy Scots Guards was wound-
ed near Vire, France, in WWII and was put
aboard the Amsterdam to be brought home.
The ship was sunk by the Germans. He was
plucked from the sea by the crew of a
destroyer (possibly Canadian), taken to the
South Coast of England and hospitalised.
Edward, now 85, would love more informa-
tion about that night. Contact Mrs L. Waite
(daughter), 1 Knighton Bridge Cottage,
Knighton, Broad Chalke, Salisbury SP5 SEA.

MOD Range, Luce Bay 1968-69: A
decommissioned HMS Loch Fada was used
as a test bed for launching Sea Wolf mis-
siles. During this period another source says
"A small RN crew was retained who engaged
in considerable free enterprise." For histori-
cal reasons can anyone supply anecdotes of
this period, such as who was running the
Dhoby firm for the locals, Haymaking or any-
thing else? Also any details of storm damage
encountered during this period. Contact Bob
Harris, 12 Alandale Rd, Sholing,
Southampton SO19 1DG. tel: 023 8039 1848
or email: bobharrisf390@tiscali.co.uk

HMS Taurus Association: If anyone has
a current address for this association could
they send it to John Crimp, 17 Bongaree
Drive, Pelican Waters, 4551, Australia or
email: joc50@doggy.com.au (Could you also
send details to eoVf@nai-yneivs.co.uk to allow
us to keep our records up to date).

HMS Trenchant Paul Wickers has set up
a website for the RNA branch in Llanelli. He
has developed a page on the town's adopted
ship, Trenchant, and would like to know more
on towns adopting ships. Email him at:
paut.wickers@nep.co.uk The website is: http:
//beehive.thisissouthwales.co.uk/ma-llanetli

HMT Bradman: Mike Lewis seeks a
photo of this armed trawler, lost off Norway
on April 25, 1940. Contact Mike at 70
Broadstone Close, Bransholme Estate, Hull
HU7 6AZ, email: \affyjQjones@hotmaii.com

Tankard Inscription: Seeking info on a
WWII tankard inscribed with Commando
insignia and names but no dates or locations.
Names include Major Skitch (151 Indt Para
Commando), Capt Alcott (Gurkha Rifles), Lt
Sayer, Lt Day, Sgt Vivier, CPO Towell, Mr
Skinner (Security Locks Inc, USA), BSM
Waita, S/Sgts Strawbridge & Biscombe, Sgts
White, Bennett, Branch, Gorman, Probert,
Batten, Little. Contact Henry Blackwell,
'Wahroonga', Cadogan Rd. Beacon
Camborne TR14 7RY, tel:01209 713971.

Guy Lammiman aka David: Seeking for-
mer shipmates for a surprise party. Guy was
on the Challenger (1980 onwards), based in
Scotland and Gibraltar, in Mine Warfare.
Contact his partner, Lindsay Holtham, on
01452 722861 or email:
lindsay.holtham@agw.nhsdirect.nhs.uk

George Ernest Rooke: Seeking info
from anyone who knew him. He originally
joined the Army and on his discharge joined
the Navy. He became a CPO Cook aboard
HMS Orion. He was wounded aboard ship
and returned home 1950/51. He was born
September 10, 1914. Contact Pete Rooke,
C-76159 E-112, PO Box 689, Soledad, CA,
93960-0689, USA.

JohnWard Meadows retired in 1960 as
Commander of HMS President. Born in 1911
in Oakham and died in Canberra, Australia,
in 1996. His daughter, Mrs Pitt, is anxious to
trace photos of him during his Naval career
and info regarding him from Naval col-
leagues. Contact Mrs Pitt at Wilton Cottage,
Wildhern, Andover SP11 OJE, tel: 01264
735233 or email: phmrosepitt@hotmail.com

James Watson Taylor was killed on May
11, 1943, aged 21. He was based at HMS
Hamilcar, Djedjelli, and served in HMS Vetch
(corvette) as an ERA Sth class. His death
was attributed to 'running into a bomb1. He
had a friend called Vic who possibly came
from Ashton-under-Lyne, Lanes. If anyone
can shed any light on the incident or knows
of Vic, contact Brian Cooke, 43 Greenway

Grace Rd, Worle, Weston-super-Mare BS22
7DT, tel: 01934 520216 or e-mail:
speedy, hunt@virgin.net

HMS Fleetwood reunion will take place
at the Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth
from May 18-21. Details: Keith Rayner,
01642 281392, email: krayner@ntlwortd.com

LCG & F Association reunion at the
Home Club, Portsmouth, May 12-14. Contact
Vernon Copeland, 82 Clifford Bridge Rd,
Binley, Coventry CVS 2DZ, tel: 02476 451645.

June
HMS Solebay reunion, Home Club,

Portsmouth, open to all commissions. Contact
Malcolm Clarke, 164 Southmead Rd,
Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol BS10 5DR, tel 0117
9622500, email: so/ebay@tosd.o'emon.co.u/(

HMS Jaguar all commissions: A reunion
is planned for June 14 at Jaguar Cars,
Coventry. Anyone who served in Jaguar is
welcome and will need to contact Alan
'Gupta1 Saxon on 01159 507741 ext 265
(daytime) or 01159 222585 (eve or w/e) or
email: easysaxton@ao/.com

July
Watts Naval Training School, centenary

reunion at the site of the old school on July 5-
6. Details from Reg Trew on 01525 381034
or email: Regtrewssa@aol.com

August
HMS Khedive reunion in August.

Everyone welcome. Details Irom Bob Evans,
40 Merrick Rd, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton
WV11 3NZ, tel: 01902 603281.

September
46 Royal Marines Commando

Association reunion from September 29 to
October 2 at the Royal Clifton Hotel,
Southport. Details: Len Tildsley, 151 Exeter
Rd, Dawlish EX7 OAL, tel 01626 862526.

October
HMS Alert 61-63 Commission reunion

at Leamington Spa on October 11. Details
from 'Doc' Howard on 023 9279 9141.

HMS Illustrious Association national
reunion and AGM at Grand Burstin Hotel,
Folkestone, from October 17 to 20. Contact
Colin Pickford on 01298 814472.

Road, Timperley, Cheshire WA15 6BD.
HMS Crane Association are seeking a

photo of the Honours Board, made in Hong
Kong in 1954. All expenses will be paid.
Contact the Secretary on 0161 736 4918 or
email: cranebird@compuserve.com

HMS Zanzibar If anyone can supply a
photograph of this WWII American-built
Colony-class frigate, or one of the other
ships of the same class, David Dykes would
be very grateful as it is the only ship photo
missing from the ones in which he served.
Contact David at 8 St Mary's Close, Platt,
Sevenoaks TN15 8NH, tel: 01732 883315.

Staff Chief PTI Bill (Slab) Atherton: Bill's
son Vic in researching his father's career has
come across a period in his father's records
of which there is no information. From
October 1941 to October 1947 the records
are incomplete, even though his promotions
have been recorded. Bill was in the Far East,
possibly on Admiral Mountbatten's staff. He
was with the first medical teams to enter
Changi ROW camp. If anyone has knowl-
edge of Bill and what he was doing at this
time, contact Joann Atherton, 35a Stanley
Avenue, Greenford, Middlesex UB6 8NJ.

HMS Romney J77, Bangor-class
minesweeper: Seeking info from anyone
who served on board with AB Thomas
Gibson between 1940-44. Believed to have
been a gunner-come-cook. His CO was Lt
Cdr 'Dickie1 Bird or Baird. He saw action in
Operations Ironclad (Madagascar 1942),
Husky (Sicily 1943), Neptune (Normandy
landing 1944). Possibly involved with
Russian and Malta convoys. Contact his
grandson, Craig Gibson, on 07968 439132
or email: brave202@hotmail.com

Frank Henry Elkes: A member of staff of
Thomas Alleynes High School is researching
the Roll of Honour. Rev Jones would be inter-
ested to hear from anyone who served with
or knew Frank, who died during an air attack
on HMS Nith on June 24, 1944, aged 22.
Contact P.R. Jones (Revd), 4 Cross Rd,
Uttoxeter, Staffs STH 7BN.

HMS Ltandaff (F61): Mike Brady is
researching the history of HMS Llandaff,
handed over to Bangladesh and renamed
Umar Farooq (F16) in 1976. He is seeking
the movements of the ship during her time
with the Bangladesh Navy, as well as ship's
badge and home port. Contact him at 146
Western Boulevard, Nottingham NG8 3NW
or email: mike@brady1937.freeserve.co.uk

HMS Lynx 1st commission 1957-8: Does
anyone have a copy of the ship's magazine to

be copied? Dave Ralston had one but it was
tost. Contact Dave at 9 Melba Way, Birstall,
Leicester LE4 4GT, tel: 0116 267 1561.

HMS Victorious 63-4 Commission: Jim
Emberson ex-AA1, 25 mess and chief in
charge aircraft hydraulic workshop, is seek-
ing a copy of the commission book to copy or
purchase. Also would like to know the where-
abouts of Roy Leefe, last seen at
Lossiemouth on the AHU in 1961. Contact
Jim at 6 Westlands Avenue, Shinfield,
Reading RG2 8EB, tel: 0118975 3348 or
email: emberson'jim@aol.com

HMS Astute: Mac Flowers would like to
contact Maureen Jones (nee Evenden).
widow of Gordon Jones 1963-64, Mac has
some property that he would like to pass on.
Anyone knowing her whereabouts contact
Mac on 01773 787857 or 0780 8563021

Ken Stuart seeks two Shipwright Officers,
John Harriott and Anthony Taylor, both
well into their 70s. Write to Ken at Villa 233D,
Jolly Harbour, PO Box 1793, Antigua, Wl,
email: ken-cath@candw.ag

HMS Lincoln one of the 50 American
four-stackers, transferred to the RN on April
6, 1941, rescued survivors from the AMC
HMS Comorin. Is there anyone serving in
Lincoln at that time who can recall details of
this incident? Contact John Kenny, 40 Alver
Quay, Gosport PO12 1 SR

HMS Agincourt (D86) 1957-59: Ann-
Marie Alderslade seeks anyone who knew
her father, Leonard Hayward, a stoker origi-
nally from Shropshire. If you knew him or
have photos of the ship at that time, contact
Ann-Marie on 01926 424364 or email:
ann-marie. alderstade@uk. ngrid. com

FEARLESS & INTREPID
1965-2002.

Author researching material for a book
about the two assault ships, would like
to hear from anyone who served aboard
Fearless and/or Intrepid during the last

37 years. Would like memories, and
also the loan of photographs/
commission books. Write to

Neil McCart,
17 Wymans Lane, Swindon Village,

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
GLSI 9QA.

THE TRECARN HOTEL
TORQUAY

TRAFALGAR WEEKEND
17th - 20th OCTOBER 2003

Open to Clubs, Associations and ex RN individuals

To include: 2-3 nights Dinner Bed & Breakfast; Trafalgar Dinner with
Tot Issue and Port; Sunday Lunch; Church Service; Entertainment

Costs: 2 Nights £67.50 3 Nights £87.50 (incl. VAT.)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND A BOOKING FORM PLEASE CONTACT

THE TRECARN HOTEL DIRECT ON 01803 329292

THE TRECARN HOTEL "NAVAL REUNION SPECIALISTS"
136 en-suite rooms accommodating 250 guests, ideal for any association regardless

of size, for information please contact Andrew Banner on 01803 329292

Forces Reunited
Find your lost Navy friends fast,

even if you can't remember their names!

Search the largest dedicated UK database
of Navy and ex-Navy personnel on the web.

www.forcesreunited.org.uk
Did you know that if you don't own a computer,

you can browse the web for free at most local libraries?

f
Royal Navy Officers

Patron Her Majesty The Queen

ARNO is both an officers charity and a
membership association which is open to
serving and retired commissioned officers
of the RN,RM,QARNNS,WRNS,and their
Reserves. Formed ln!925,ARNO's primary
purpose is to assist officers and their
dependants in need with grants and
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets,
which exceed £3 million.

Today ARNO's 9,300 members are offered
both financial and other advantages, the
former very comfortably exceeding the
annual subscription (£10 per annum or
£150 for Life)

Tel: 020 7402 5231
Fax: 020 7402 5533
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO

• Grants to numbers In need and
bursaries for children

• Trade discounts Including:
• Insurance & Assurance * Automobi/e Associou'on
* Alortgoge and Legal • Travel & Accommodation
• Pr/vote HeaWi Insurance 'Jewellery & China
- Dining Out

• Annual Year Booh with much useful
and Interesting information

• D list of members names and
addresses lawti, .muwt«co wmi

• free financial, legal 6 property aduice
• free or reduced cost medical

consultations
• Re-Training Brants
• Regional Social functions (subsidised)
• Group Holidays flbroad at

favourable rates
• mall Redirection
• Home exchange "Bank"
• mastercard
• Used Uniform Sales Facility
• UseofTnenaualCtubinmaufair

For membership application form, please complete the following:

TO: LT CDR I H P COOMBES RN. ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON Vfi 3TP
Please send me details and a membership application form:
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Draftv

Still plenty of shore jobs in
Supply Branch
Opportunities for shore
employment for Supply
Branch Able Rates
By now you will all he aware that
the TOPMAST squad system is
due to come into effect from 1 Apr
03 for all Supply Branch able rates.

Indeed a large number of you
will have already received a new or
revised draft order allocating you a
TOPMAST sea draft of 48 months
from your original joining date.

In general, TOPMAST has
reduced the number of shore bil-
lets across all branches to allow a
larger pool of manpower to be
available at the waterfront.

However, a significant number
of jobs still exist ashore, particular-
ly for Writers.

Forecasting a year ahead, these
are expected to total around 50
each for Chefs and Stewards, near-
ly 100 for Stores Accountants, and
just under 300 for Writers.

But are these billets going to be
in areas where I want to serve?

Well the answer is broadly yes
but as today, there will still be geo-
graphical locations that are less
popular than others.

Most of the billets are in the
same 5 locations as the TOPMAST
squads i.e. Portsmouth, Devon-
port, Faslanc, Yeovilton and
Culdrose, thereby providing
opportunity for you to remain in
your preferred area far domestic

stability.
Further information is detailed

by specialisation below:
Chefs

The largest pockets of shore
employment will be in Yeovilton,
Northwood (under review) and at
CTCRM in Lympstone.

A small number of billets will
exist at RM Poole, in the
Devonport area (Stonehouse and
DRAKE), in the Portsmouth area
(NELSON waterfront and Old
Naval Academy), at Culdrose and
NEPTUNE.
Stewards

Billets are predominantly in
Nelson, Northwood (under review)
and Culdrose with a few billets in
the Dcvonport area (Drake and
Raleigh).

A handful of retinue billets are
available by selection at Chequers
and in central London.
Stores Accountants

The majority of billets will be at
Portsmouth, Devonport and
Faslane waterfronts, as well as
Yeovilton and Culdrose.

A small number of jobs exist
elsewhere including a few unusual
opportunities such as the chance to
serve on the Diversity Action
Team.
Writers

Shore employment will not be
vastly different from the current
position. With the special need to

consolidate training, the focus will
remain on working in UPOs but
there are numerous singleton bil-
lets and the prospect of working in
a wider variety of places such as
MpD, Joint Service and RNR
units remains.
How to get a shore draft

The Supply drafting desks cur-
rently expect shore drafts issued
after 1 April 2003 to have a dura-
tion of 12 months (except for
Writers who will be drafted for
longer periods) thereby allowing
greater continuity for the shore
employer and a greater degree of
stability for the rating.

Volunteers should visit their
RDCA (Regional Drafting and
Career Advisors) to get a fuller
picture of the options open to
them and then submit their prefer-
ences on a form C240 (Application
for a Particular Course or Draft),

Whilst shore drafts are open to
all personnel, priority will be given
to those that have completed 2-3
years sea service.

Should there be a lack of volun-
teers for certain shore drafts then
there may, as a last resort, be a
small number of non-preference
drafts.
A little plea from Drafty

Please let us know if you are a
volunteer for any of the following:

a. instructor at either
RNSS or at the Command Training

'Let's go for one that's clear of any waterfront press gangs'

Department (instructing SRCC
and JRCC - formerly known as
POLC and LRLC).

b. LFS
c. small ships (including the new

River Class OPVs and the new
Survey Vessels)

d. retinue billets (for stewards
and chefs)

e. Submarines
Supply Drafting Directory

Contact details for the Supply
drafting team are below; Divisional
Officers and Executive Warrant
Officers are requested to use the c-
mail contacts for the desks wherev-

er possible (title, name, tele-
phone number, e-mail):

D4, Cdr John Edge, 2381, CND
Edge J H Cdr

AD4GS(WOs), CPOWTR Kim
Thistlewaite, 2443, CND Thistle-
waite K CPOWTR

D4D(SAs/Wtrs), Lt Cdr Terry
Morris MBE, 2455, CND Morris T
LtCdr

D4D2(L&SR Wtrs), POWTR
Neil Taylor, 2505, CND Taylor N V
POWTR

D4D4(AB Wtrs), WTR Matt
English, 2285, CND English M E
WTR

D4D3(SAs), POWTR Tracey
Burstow, 2444, CND Burstow T
POWWTR

D4E(CHs/CAs/Stds), Lt Jo
Bagworth, 2456, CND Bagworth J
FLt

D4El(LCH&SRCAs), POWTR
Dan Quaylc, 2446, CND Quayle S
R POWTR

D4E3(AB CHs), LWTR Tracey
Nice, 2446, CND Nice T LWWTR

D4E2(L&SR Stds), POWTR
Pete Tunks, 2575, CND Tunks P W
POWTR

D4E4(AB Stds, WTR Claire
Ives, 2575, CND Ives C WWTR.

Accommodation

UNION JACK
CLUB

Opposite Waterloo Main Line
Station and ideal location for
visiting the London Eye, Imax
cinema and all the attractions

of central London.
Wide range of bedrooms

continually being improved to
suit all tastes and budgets.

TV and telephone now in
all en-suite bedrooms.

Ask to stay here when visiting
London on duty.

For more information contact:

Reservations Office
UNION JACK CLUB

Sandell Street
London SE1 8UJ

Tel: 020-7928 4814
Fax: 020-7620 0565
e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk

ADJOINING PLYMOUTH
HOE AND SEAFRONT

Friendly guest house, CTV's,
Tea/Coffee, C.H., mostly en suite,

T.V. lounge, parking. From £18 p.p.
Edgcumbe Guest House
50 Pier Street, West Hoe

Tel 01752 660675
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk

iQRTSMOUT
LADY

HAMILTON
Closest B+B to Naval Base,
100 yards from main gate,
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/

HMS Warrior/
Museums all on doorstep.
22 rooms most en-suite,
singles/doubles/twins +

family rooms, colour T.V,
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house

Tel: 023 9287 0505

PALM COURT
HOTEL *E*

TWIXTMAS - 3nts £89pp DB&B
JAN & FEB Special 4nts all inc. £109pp

Top Quality Accommodation in the
Eastcliff only Mins to
Sea/Shops/Nightlife

40 Superb Rooms - Lift - Excellent
Food - Entertainment - Parking

BOOK NOW on 01202 558088

Southbank Hotel
• Licensed Bar ETB»**»
• Family rooms available
• Close to seafront + shops
• H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms
Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker

Both Ex-Navy
Tel: 018O3 2967O1
Fax: O18O3 292O26

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.
CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER - E80.00
OTHER MONTHS - £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE NIGHTLY - £15.00
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00

CHILDREN 12 YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS.

BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER.
MR CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS.

TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am - 4pm
www.garianhouse.co.uk

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB
All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members
who may be visiting the Plymouth area.
FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an
ideal facility.

Royal Fleet Club
Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723
ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

Gillingham, Kent
1 00 Bedrooms ~ ?50 Seat Banquet Hall - Free Parking
Chatham Dockyard ~ Royal Engineers Museum

Ideal for Day Trips to France, ! .ondon or Leeds Castle
Medway is ideal for your Fiiips, reunion or a weekend break

with one of our specially tailored RNA packages.
Telephone Debbie on 01634 830303 for further details or bookings

MED WAY
NOSTALGIA BREAK

at the ^

Gillingham, Kent
on

Friday 21st February to Sunday 23rd February
Come and explore the sights of Medway and be

entertained at our special cabaret dinner and dance.

Price Includes

2 Nights Accommodation & English Breakfast
Table D'Hote Dinner on Friday

Special Cabaret Dinner and Dance on Saturday
with our Beatles Tribute Night

Tickets to Chatham Historic Dockyard on Saturday
(Including FREE transport there and back)

Tickets to the Royal Engineers Museum on Sunday

£69.50 per person based on two people sharing

Telephone 01634 830303 for further details or bookings

THE GRAND
Plymouth

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast
Off Season (November - March)

£25.00 pppn sharing a double/twin executive
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more

between Thursday — Sunday,
Subject to availability at time of booking.

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently
situated on Plymouth Hoe f\

*ET* Telephone: (Q1752) 661195 ̂ -V

Rooms to let?... Ring the Advertising Oept on 023 9272 5O62

PLYMOUTH
Sunray Hotel, 3 Alfred Street, The Hoe

B & B from

£22 per person per night
Rooms en-suite Tea/coffee,

TV & CH, Parking
Tel: 01752 669113

www.sunravhotel.co.uk E-mail info@sunrayhotel.ca.uk

PLYMOUTH
Osmond Quest Mouse

42 Tier Street, 'Westtioe
«r 01752 229705

Bed and Breakfast from £18-£25.00
Scafront. Courtesy pick-up from
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms

\ CTV. Tea/Coffee making. .<
*\. Mostly En-suite. Parking. ^ |̂j
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• This cartoon from Told at One Bell in 1907 is captioned: "It is rumoured that greater encourage- • A pet Jackdaw gives a peck on the lips to its sailor buddy
ment is to be given sailors for keeping pets on board ship."

Birds and beasts
lived nautical life

• The guardian mice of the
submarine service

THERE has long been a tradition within the Royal
Navy of keeping animals on ship for purposes many
and varied.

For some the role was purely nutritional, while others
protected lives with their very presence. Of course, a sig-
nificant number were there as friends and companions to
the sailors on board.

Sadly the only pet to be found on board a current Royal Navy
warship is Sunny, the ship's parrot of HMS Lancaster. Sunny's
cage stands proudly in the officers' wardroom, and from within
issues a steady stream of Fast Show quotes and comments.

The motley collection of animals shown in these postcards from
pre-World War II show the Navy's eclectic taste in pet portfolios.

The white mice served as 'Guardians' of the submarine service,
serving the same role as canaries taken into the coalmines of the
country. If the mice ever stopped running around, this was a sig-

nal to aim for the surface and fresh air.
Cats and dogs served an obvious role as pest

control on board Royal Navy ships throughout the
last century, keeping down the numbers of rodents
and lizards that happily dined on Naval fare.

And the goat being so closely hugged in the bot-
tom left of the picture below will have provided a
supply of fresh milk to supplement a shipborne
diet.

It's difficult to know what purpose HMS Kent's
gazelles Jack and Jill served, and the jackdaw
from HMS Agamemnon except as friends and
companions to RN sailors around the world.

• Jack and Jill, the two gazelles of HMS Kent

• A sailor's hat makes a comfy bed for a cat

• Postcards courtesy: George Malcolmson, Royal
Navy Submarine Museum

> The pet menagerie of one Naval ship, featuring dogs, cats and an obviously much-loved goat

COLOURS

tree NOW ONLY

£4.00 UK

NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF RN FLEET PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT

To order simply phone
023 9282 6040

Or write to - The Business Manager,
Navy News, HMS Nelson,

Portsmouth, Hants P01 3HH

The theme for the 2003
calendar is - Colours of the

Fleet. Twelve different flags are
depicted, together with potted

history.

Tastefully designed, and
finished with high grade gloss
cover and matt coated inner

pages this year's new format is
practical, informative and

modem.

The ships featured are:-
HMS Glasgow, HMS Cornwall, HMS Iron
Duke, HMS Invincible, HMS Trumpeter,
RFA Orangeleaf, HMS Fearless, HMS
Endurance, HMS Vanguard.
Also, FA2 Sea Harrier, Merlin helicopter
and the Royal Marines in action.

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by
Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank.

Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4.
Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 7 days for delivery

Buy Online Buy Online Buy Online
e-mail: enquiries@navynews.co.uk www.navynews.co.uk
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'Let's hope we don't have a boatload of media experts like last time, telling us what we're doing wrong!'

NEWSVIEW
Chips off two old

blockbusters
HIGH spot of the seasonal TV fare was a new version of

James Hilton's classic tear-jerker Goodbye Mr Chips - this
one pointing up a number of issues apposite to present sit-

uations, both domestic and international.
There was a strong pacifist element in Men Behaving Badly

star Martin dunes' portrayal of Chipping, the diffident minor
public school classics master who finds a core of steel through
his tragically brief marriage to a feisty proto-feminist.

As World War I looms, Chips objects to his new headmaster's
new broom measures - particularly the introduction of a CCF
corps, which he abhors as encouraging bullying.

Also, he protests at the persecution of his best pal on the staff,
the thoroughly decent German master who, more of a realist
than the unworldly Chips, himself realises that his position will
soon be untenable.

Main theme is the preservation of traditional values (including
bursaries for pupils with parents of slender means) in the face of
inexorable change. Here Chips is shown at his most naive,
maybe - but the Board of Governors decides he has got it right.

Later on Chips, in the role of temporary HM for the duration,
reads put the long, sad roll call of former pupils who have made
the ultimate sacrifice (underlining the fact that the public schools
lost proportionately many more pupils than did those run by the
state).

Hilton's most famous book was his Hawthornden Prize-win-
ning morality tale Lost Horizon, published 70 years ago this
year, which lives on in popular memory in the idea of Shangri-
La, a Tibetan Utopia run by a bunch of monks who have found
the secret of eternal life.

In fact, the oldest of them, the High Lama, is a mere two hun-
dred-something - not so far-fetched in view of current predic-
tions of our potential for longevity.

The central point here, though, is that Shangri-La's whole pur-
pose is to act as the sole repository of all the world's cultural
treasures, soon to be threatened by weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

Losf Horizon starts with diplomat Hugh Conway, British
Consul at Baskul (Kabul?) evacuating a small group of dis-
parate westerners (including a dodgy financier on the run

after mismanaging a trust fund) endangered by a local revolu-
tion.

The last flight out is hi-jacked to Shangri-La by a pilot specially
trained at an American flying school with the express purpose of
hi-jacking Conway in particular, since the High Lama is con-
vinced he is the best choice to be his successor in the Valley of
the Blue Moon.

The High Lama turns out to be the original founder of the
monastery, Father Perrault, a Capuchin friar who is also a devo-
tee of Yoga, a bit of a junkie, and entirely devoid of prejudice of
race, religion or creed: "Te Deum Laudamus and Om Mane
Padme Hum were heard equally in the temples of the valley."

Perrault explains his role as prime conservator thus: "He
(Perrault) saw the nations strengthening, not in wisdom, but in
vulgar passions and the will to destroy; he saw their machine
power multiplying until a single weaponed man might have
matched a whole army of the Grand Monarque. And he per-
ceived that when they had filled the land and sea with ruin, they
would take to the air... Can you say that his vision was untrue?"*

"From Lost Horizon by James Hilton (Macmillan 1933). A DVD of
Frank Capra's masterpiece 1937 film of the book, painstakingly restored
and reassembled over 25 years, is available in the Coluribia Classics
series. It was reissued in 1943 as Lost Horizon of Shangii-La following
President Roosevelt's joking answer to a reporter's question as to where
a major US air strike against the Japanese was mounted from. The
wartime version was cut to tone down its pacifist message and the intro-
duction changed to show the evacuation of Baskul under the advance of
"Japanese hordes". - Ed

NEW ACCOMMODATION TO HAVE MORE PRIVACY AND INDIVIDUALITY

rooms for
ratings 'home
from home'

jrnp^HOUSANDS of ^^B • | BB •

dation under a ten-year £1 ^^ • • • ^M • ̂ ^ • • V I ̂ M
billion tri-Service scheme ^^^ ^^^
which was officially laun-
ched just before Christmas.

It is hoped the programme
will have a significant effect on
retention of Service personnel
across all three Armed Forces
as the general trend moves
away from barrack-room lay-
out to individual rooms for
greater privacy and individuali-
ty-

The SLAM (Single Living
Accommodation Modernisation)
Project was initiated to bring out-
moded military accommodation up
to date, and is the largest Ministry
of Defence construction project
since World War II. It will deliver
primarily single-room, en-suite
accommodation for both men and
women.

Cdr Pat Lacey, the Royal Navy
staff officer on the SLAM cus-
tomer focus team, said: "The new,
single living accommodation is a
fantastic improvement, and has
been reflected by the reactions of
the people who are very enthusias-
tic about what is soon going to be
built.

After consultation with all the
three Services we have devised
accommodation that is hopefully
going to be rooms ratings will be
pleased to call their home from
home.

"We've made a huge effort in
designing somewhere which is as
unl ike typical MOD institution-
alised property as possible."

Designers believe that the atten-
tion to detail is the key to the new
facilities, which have a more home-
ly feel and are of hotel standard.

Beds will be three-quarter size,
ceilings will be plastered, there arc
varying colour schemes for cur-
tains, beds, carpets and walls, and
good-quality textiles, softer light-
ing and wall mirrors wi l l give an
impression of space.

Screens replace curtains
for showers, and desk units
will be moveable to allow
the occupant of the cabin to
adapt the layout for his or
her needs.

Increased storage space for kit
was a major factor, and consulta-
tion is continuing with ratings.

Television and phone/modem
points will be built in, and it is
planned that ratings wil l have
access to pay-per-view electronic
information and entertainment physical condition over live years, 9 HOTEL-STANDARD: Ratings' new accommodation will
services from cable and satellite involving some 16,000 bed spaces afeo ftaye g mQre home,y fe*,

providers. Cdr Lacey said: "We
would like sailors to be proud of
their new homes and be able to
take friends and family back to
show them - at present they are
too often, quite rightly, ashamed
to.

"Military single living accommo-
dation has failed to keep up with
standards of multiple living in
places like colleges."

DV Dental Surgeon
assistant Amanda
Watson viewed a mock-
p of the new room
pace and said: "The

new flat is absolutely amazing com-
pared with the old billets.

"I have to inspect the old rooms
because I am an instructor, and it is
difficult to criticise trainees' tidi-
ness when the standard of accom-
modation is below standards
acceptable to most of us.

"This is a good move as far as
retention goes. One of the main
reasons people leave after basic
training is because of the quali ty of
the accommodation."

The contract for the first phase
of the programme was awarded to
Debut Services, a Birmingham-
based consortium led by Bovis
Lend Lease and Babcock Support
Services.

It wi l l upgrade progressively the
worst accommodation to Grade I
physical condition over five years,
involving some 16,000 bed spaces

and ancillary accommodation.
In the first year of rebuild pro-

jects, Royal Navy sites affected are
at RN air station Culdrose and
HMS Raleigh (for senior rates),
both in Cornwall, Britannia Royal
Naval College at Dartmouth in
Devon (for junior and senior rates
and officers), HMS Excellent in
Portsmouth and HMS Colling-
wood in Farcham, both in
Hampshire, and the Royal Marines
Commando bases at Chivenor,

Taunton, Plymouth and Poole.
The total number of new bed-

rooms for the first two years'
rebuild for the Navy is around
2,000.

The rebuild of single living
accommodation at HMS Nelson in
Portsmouth, which began last year,
and HMS Drake in Plymouth,
which starts this year, is being
undertaken under separate pro-
jects.
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PROBABLY no other individual in the post war era has
done more for the morale of the Royal Navy than Tugg
Willson, MBE (seen above left in pensive mood!)

whose cartoon character 'Jack' first appeared in Navy
News 30 years ago this month.

Jack is still with us today, frozen in rank and age as an AB of 20
or 30 or so, always the loser but unbroken in spirit - the embodi-
ment of the universal sailor who from time immemorial has always
had something to moan about...

His creator's ability to touch the sharp chord of Naval humour,
at once timeless and strongly contemporary, has never faltered.
Educated at the Royal Hospital School, Holbrook.Tugg joined the
Royal Navy as an armourer in 1947. In 1964 he received a com-

mission on the Special Duties (Aviation) List and left the Service
in 1971 to concentrate on an already blossoming career as a car-
toonist.

As the Prince of Wales - himself the subject of several of his
sallies in the course of his own RN career - noted in a foreword to
a collection we published in 1983: "If you have served in the Navy,
then his cartoon characters are only too possible . . . he has the
uncanny ability to evoke through his pen the kind of situations
and personal characteristics that are so totally a part of the Royal
Navy."

So here we pay tribute to Tugg with a few personal favourites -
including one of his very latest, in full colour, a gloriously un-PC
item culled from the 2003 RN Flight Safety Calendar.
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We/7 go on, Public Relations Officer! Make with the smooth chat!'
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Sea Harriers
pack a punch
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TH E S E A
Harriers of
801 Naval Air
S q u a d r o n

have been going
through their paces
in the United States.

The Naval fighter
squadron undertook trials
on behalf of the Sea Harrier
Operational Evaluation
Unit, with one half of the
squadron on AMRAAM
(Advanced Medium Range
Anti Air Missile) firings at
Point Mugu, a range to the
north of Los Angeles, and
the other half operating out
of Naval Air Station China
Lake, the US Navy's
weapons testing range.

As part of the China Lake
detachment, 801 Squadron
undertook a variety of trials
which would benefit not only
the Sea Harrier, but also the

fast jet aircraft of the RAF.
Members of the squadron also

made the most of the visit to
California, with adventurous train-
ing in the Grand Canyon and
Mount Whitney and visits to other
cultural sites - including Las Vegas
and Los Angeles.

The missile trials - officially the
2002 Sea Harrier In-Scrvicc Firings
- at Point Mugu were designed to
enhance knowledge of the
Raytheon AIM 120B AMRAAM
missile system that has equipped
the FA2 Sea Harrier for 15 years.

This air-intcrccpt missile has a
range and capability far in excess of
anything else in the UK air-to-air
missile inventory - hence the need
to detach the squadron to the wider
air spaces of the Western United
States to conduct the trials safely.

The trial concentrated on five
different scenarios designed to
stretch the missile to the limits of
its performance, including shots

Pictures:
LA(PHOT) Brad

Bradbury

against a jamming target and thi
first-ever Sea Harrier firing per
formed over land. The missiles per
formed as expected.

At around £75(),(MK) per missile
AMRAAM firings arc infrequent
so for Lts Stembridgc, Arkle
Segebarth (801 NAS), Gotke (8(H
NAS) and Tidball (899 NAS) it wa;
a rare opportunity to experience,
the sight and sound of a 3.5 metre
missile thundering away from thi
aircraft at incredible speeds.

When not involved in live
firings, or flying chase sor-
ties for other shots, the
pilots undertook affiliation
training against a variety of
American fighters, including
the F-14 Tomcat and F-16
Fighting Falcon.
801 NAS also attended the air

show at MCAS Miramar near Sar
Diego - the only foreign unit to be
invited to this high-profile event.

In the final week of the visit, with
the trials successfully completed
the squadron had the
opportunity to use
l.OOOIb and 5401b bombs
which allowed the air-
crew to refresh air-to-
ground skills.

China Lake includes a vast area
to the north of the airfield which is
dedicated to air-to-ground opera-
tions - part of the range is a dry
lakcbcd that has a variety of targets
for training purposes, including old
trucks and vehicles, against which
the Sea Harriers practised their
operational steep-dive profiles.

801 worked with the US Marine
Corps AV8B Harriers, based at
China Lake as a test squadron.

They acted as airborne close air
support (CAS) controllers, using
rockets to provide smoke on the
assigned targets.

For the more junior pilots who
had done little CAS and only
dropped practice bombs it was an
invaluable experience to work with
the Americans and to be involved
in realistic air-to-ground scenarios.

Non-flying aircrew and engi-
neers were able to watch the action
from a nearby hillside, which only
served to increase the concentra-
tion of the flying pilots.

Results were impressive with the

• One of 801 Naval Air Squadron's
FA2 Sea Harriers in California
loaded with 3,OOOIb of bombs

longest bomb only 50ft away from
the target and many direct hits.

The accuracy that the squadron
was able to achieve was great testa-
ment to Sea Harriers diverse capa-
bility and once again proved the
multi-role capability of the much-
admired aircraft.

• This is what happens when your
vehicle is caught in the blast of a
1,000lb bomb. (Inset below left)
Pilot Lt Nicholas Arkle checks an
AMRAAM missile prior to take-off

• AEM Chaggor loads a missile on to a Sea Harrier at Point Mugu (above).
Squadron support crews worked through the night to prepare the Harriers
for action the following day, with tools and spares being transported by
C13O-J aircraft (right)

• Maj Phil Kelly RM climbs into his Sea Harrier before a bombing run (above) and
later discusses the results with LA(SE) Paul Harfield over the remains of a 1,000lb
bomb on the China Lake range (right) The view of the landing strip in the Azores from the cockpit of one of the three RAF VC-10 tankers used to refuel the Sea Harriers of 801 Naval Air Squadron during their Atlantic crossing
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Voyages of the damned
IN THE summer of 1942 Britain and the United States jointly
agreed to provide massive quantities of arms and other vital war
supplies to bolster Soviet Russia's struggle against Hitler's inva-
sion.

As might be expected, the bulk of these cargoes was carried in British
and American merchant ships, with naval escorts.

Equally predictably, the Nazis ordered that these convoys were to be
continually harassed and destroyed by naval and air attacks.

There followed a ferocious and prolonged campaign made the more
deadly by the extreme weather conditions of the Arctic Sea.

In The Road to Russia - Arctic Convoys 1942 (Pen & Sword
£19.95) Bernard Edwards has researched the fate of Convoys PQ13 and
PQI7, bound from Iceland to Northern Russia, and the westbound
Convoy QP13.

Attacked relentlessly by aircraft and U-boats, the former lost a total
of 30 ships while QP13 ran into a British minefield off Iceland, losing
seven vessels.

In a single voyage, the men who sailed the convoys to North Russia
faced more dangers than many others did in six years of war.

The author himself served as an officer cadet in merchant ships
towards the end of the war.

• DOOMED: The British ship Chulmleigh, lost off Spitsbergen
in Operation 'FB'

Zeebrugge - a failure that
belonged to Keyes alone?

Forgotten
flotilla in
Russia

A CLASSIC memoir of
World War I, Forgotten
Flotilla - British Sub-
mariners in Russia 1914-
1919 by Vice Admiral
Leslie Ashmore, is pub-
lished in association with
the Royal Navy Sub-
marine Museum by
Manuscript Press of
Southsea at £25 (tel 023
92 863 799 for details.

It gives a unique per-
spective into Russian
society and the unfolding
of the 1917 revolution
while vividly describing
the grim conditions in
which they operated.

DURING the Spring of 1918 the situation from
the Allied viewpoint was black indeed.
Resources were dwindling, the German Spring
Offensive causing huge alarm and the U-Boat
menace threatened the UK's very survival.

British morale was low and a success was needed.
Did Admiral Roger Keyes, commander of the
Zecbrugge and Ostend raids of 1918, provide that
much-needed morale-boosting victory?

Lloyd George said so, the Admiralty said so and so
did the press - and therefore the public believed so.

But were the raids a success or failure? And was
Kcycs worthy of the praise and honours heaped upon
him - or was this charismatic leader impetuous, fool-
hardy and an indifferent planner?

In The Zeebrugge and Ostend Raids 1918 (Pen

& Sword £19.95) Deborah Lake uses first hand
accounts and research material from previously
unpublished sources, both Allied and German, to
address these questions.

She concludes that his operations against the North
Sea ports were no military success. They failed in their
ultimate aim, even though they had the chance to
destroy the Zeebrugge lock-gates - and their failure
belonged to Keyes alone. No deeds of valour - and no
less than 11 Victoria Crosses were later awarded - can
hide that single unpalatable truth, she says.

Behind the "grossly exaggerated claims of success"
lay "desperately inadequate planning, a deadly lack of
attention to detail" by one who "possibly never
stopped being a midshipman with a midshipman's val-
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FROM the beginning of
the 18th century pirates
used personal flags to
identify themselves
when approaching their
victims.

The idea was to cause
terrible fear and thereby
secure a rapid surrender
without having to fight.

The adopted symbols
were associated with
death - their victims had
little time to surrender to
the pirate's strength and
the red, black and white
colours used to repre-
sent blood sent an
unequivocal message to
the hapless crews of
merchant ships.

Interestingly, Royal
Navy submarine crews
employed the same
colour scheme for their
own Jolly Roger flags -
which became a tradition
in World War II after first
being introduced by Max
Morton in World War I -
using white blocks to
denote merchant ships
sunk and red ones for
warships.

- From Pirates of the
Caribbean by Cruz
Apestegui (Conway
Maritime Press £30).

Caribbean
pirates
show their
colours
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A
UGUST 2, 1943,
shortly after 2am.
The night is as
impenetrably dark as
only a tropical night

can be, a velvety blackness
interupted only by flashes of
gunfire and the stab of search-
lights far to the west.

Somewhere, fighting is rag-
ing, but for the crew of the 80ft
patrol boat idling in the oijy
swell of the Solomon Sea it is
quiet, almost peaceful - until
the lookout shouts: "Ship at
two o'clock!" just seconds
before a huge, shadowy shape
slices their wooden hull and
races on towards Rabaul at
almost 40 knots.

A young US Navy lieutenant
is suddenly swimming for his
life. His name is John F.
Kennedy, and the smashed,
flaming wreckage is all that
remains of his first command,
PT 109.

What followed was an epic
tale of courage and endurance
that became a famous naval
episode of World War II - par-
ticularly as it helped catapult
Kennedy to the White House as
the most charismatic US
President of the 20th century.

The story inspired Dr Robert
Ballard to go in search of the
wreck nearly 60 years after it
sank in 1,300ft of water.

One of the preeminent
undersea explorers of modern
times, Ballard's discoveries
include the liner Titanic and the
German battleship Bismarck.
He has also discovered the
barnacle-encrusted remains of
the aircraft carrier Yorktown,
sunk in the Battle of Midway,
and dived on the hulks that lit-
ter the seafloor of Ironbottom
Sound off Guadalcanal.

But those were enormous
ships, with steel hulls that offer
ideal targets for the hi-tech
sonar rigs and unmanned sub-
mersibles he uses to relay live
video from the depths to state-
of-the-art monitors on the sur-
face.

By comparison, finding PT
109 was like looking for a nee-
dle in a haystack.

The story is told in Collision
With History - The Search for

John F. Kennedy's PT109
(National Geographic £19.99)
which also describes the
destruction of the boat by the
Imperial Japanese Navy
destroyer Amagiri, Kennedy's
heroic efforts to save the sur-
viving 11-man crew and their
rescue after six days.

Interwoven with the story of
the search are a comprehen-

sive history of PT boats and
the Solomon Islands cam-
paign, as well as an eyewitness
account of the PT 109 sinking
by a crew member aboard
another PT boat and Kennedy
family members' personal rec-
ollections.

A foreword is provided by
Senator Edward Kennedy.

Collision with
history the
search for
Kennedy's
PT109
•PRESIDENT AND WAR HERO: an artist's impression of the ramming of PT 109 by the
Japanese destroyer Amagiri with the message "Sincere congratulations" and "best wish-
es for success" expressed alongside the signatures of the surviving captain and crew in
a greeting sent on the occasion of John F. Kennedy's Inauguration in 1961 - at which a
replica of PT 1O9 passed the reviewing stand
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ECHOING DOWN THE YEARS - ASRE REMEMBERED
By John Peters

The Admiralty Signals and Radar Establishment (ASRE) had its origins in
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The book offers a brief history of the development of naval radars and goes on to describe some of
the early sets which played a significant part in naval operations during the Second World War, The

book also covers ASRE's post-war programmes and the many personalities who served there.
The author spent much of his Admiralty career at ASRE.
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THE TIME OF
YOUR LIVES

NAVYNEWS looks back through its pages to recall
some of the February headlines of past decades...

40 years ago
NAVAL ship HMS Puma
stopped off at Tristan da
Cunha to help the islanders
prepare to return to their
homeland that they had
evacuated back in 1961.

The volcanic eruption that
had caused the population to
flee the island had destroyed
a fish-canning factory, laid a
new beach and created a
rock pinnacle that damaged
the port screw of Puma and
required homeward repairs.

30 years ago
CHATHAM was the first
Naval Base in the UK to make
use of rudderless tugs.

Three tugs, the Felicity,
Joyce and Kathleen, were
fitted with Volt-Schneider
variable-pitch propulsion
units making rudders unnec-
essary.

The end result meant
greater manoeuvrability and
higher safety margins when
the tugs took Naval ships
under tow.

Deaths

• The Coventry cross

20 years ago
DIVERS searching the
sunken wreck of HMS
Coventry after the Falklands
Conflict recovered her prized
cross of nails presented to
her by Coventry cathedral.

The cross is a replica of the
cathedral's symbol of recon-
ciliation and was made from
medieval nails which fell from
the roof during the Blitz
which destroyed the building.

The ship was lying in 300ft
of water off Pebble Island.

Mne Martyn John Parker. Road traffic
accident at Yeovilton. December 10.

Rear Admiral James Flower CB. Marine
engineer. Joined RN in 1941. served in WWII
in Norfolk, Duke of York, Liverpool. Then staff
of Engineer-in-Chief Fleet; engineer officer in
Whitby: nuclear propulsion development
team; development of Dreadnought; Western
Fleet's senior engineering staff officer; com-
manded Dounreay; Deputy Director (Design)
for marine engineering where responsible for
success of marinised gas turbine engine;
promoted to Rear Admiral in 1975 and Flag
Officer and Port Admiral at Portsmouth;
Director of Engineering (Ships); Director of
Post Design. Appointed CD on retirement in
1980. Continued to work on restoration of SS
Great Britain. Aged 79. December 19.

Capt 'Hank1 Geoffrey Alexander
Rotherham DSO. Fleet Air Arm observer
who began the hunt for the Bismarck in 1941.
Joined RN in 1920 and one of first Naval offi-
cers to train as observer for Fleet Air Arm.
Ships include; Iron Duke, Durban, Glorious,
Furious, Apollo (North America and West
Indies), and Courageous (torpedoed in
1939). Flew trials aircraft from Lee-on-Solent
before becoming Air Staff Officer on expedi-
tion to Dakar that led to role with negotiations
with Free French (OBE in 1941). Commands
included NAS near Halston, RNAS
Katukurunda in Ceylon, escort carrier
Trouncer. Accepted appointment in 1946 as
Director of Naval Aviation on loan to Royal
Canadian Navy where retired in 1949 and
joined RCNVR. Aged 95, December 8.

Capt Kenneth Martin DSC. Along with
older brother Joe formed partnership in sub-
marines in WWII. Joined RN in 1937, took
part in evacuation of Dunkirk, then appointed
to Hood. Abbreviated submarine training
then to boats H-34, P-35 and P-31; spare
crew in Malta for Fighting Tenth squadron.
Ken and brother Joe commanded Sleuth and
Solent respectively in British Pacific Fleet -
last two submarines to return from active ser-
vice. Broke record in Alliance with 35 days
continuous dive. Later ships and boats: Tally
Ho, Duchess, Adamant, Broadsword, Forth;
captain of Seventh Submarine Squadron and

Queen's Harbour Master Portsmouth. Naval
attache in 1963 in Athens - Greek Order of
the Phoenix. Aged 82, October 23.

Cdr Langton Gowlland. Joined RN in
1916 with twin brother Geoffrey. Midshipman
in Raleigh when wrecked off Canada (1922);
post-war served in battleships and cruisers in
Med and Dardanelles; became torpedo spe-
cialist (1928); HMS Birmingham saved the
cruiser after being torpedoed by U-407
through effective damage control (1943).
Ships include: Emerald, Dunedin, Ark Royal,
Frobisher, 42nd Minesweeping Flotilla (CO),
then ashore at Bath and Whitehall and CO of
HMS Tamar. Retired in 1953. Aged 99.

Capt Bill Jenkins RM. Youngest Royal
Marine to win a DSO in WWII. Joined RM in
1943; commissioned 1944; posted to
Yugoslavia in 43 Cdo with E Troop and oper-
ations near Dubrovnik; moved to Italy in
1945; diversionary attack towards Argenta.;
commanders of D and E Troop wounded,
and subaltern Jenkins took charge to lead
left prong of attack. After being struck in the
neck was surprised to be alive and recovered
to find self at German trench, the inhabitants
of which he took prisoner. Then captured
another nine German soldiers. Diversion
successful and 43 Cdo pulled back, where
doctor found metal splinters in Jenkin's neck
and bullet in backpack. After German surren-
der of north Italy in 1945, 43 Cdo disbanded
and Jenkins joined 42 Cdo in Hong Kong.
Lett service in 1946. Author of Commando
Subaltern at War. Aged 77.

Henry Botterell. Believed to be the last
surviving fighter pilot of WWI. Born in
Canada he travelled to Britain as a civilian to
join RNAS; commissioned 1917; trained at
Chingford; given wings at Daedalus at
Cranwell; joined No8 Naval Squadron at
Western Front. Aircraft flew included: Camel;
Grahame-White; Maurice Farman; Sopwith
Snipe; RES; SE5; Sopwith Pup; Avro and
more. Crash in Pup followed by six months in
hospital nearly caused to leave service, but
requalified and rejoined Naval 8 in France,
now 208 Squadron RAF. Flew large number
of combat missions. Post-war returned to
Canada, and in WWII served as OC of an air
cadet squadron in Quebec. Aged 106,
January 3.

Appointments
Major General R.H.G. Fulton

to be promoted Lieutenant
General and to be Deputy Chief
of Defence Staff (Equipment
Capability) on 3 Jun 03.

Capt B.N.B. Williams to HMS
Campbeltown as CO on 28 Apr 03.

Lt Cdr C.A. Slocombe to 845
Squadron (CHFHQ) as CO on 10
Jun 03.

Queen's New Year Honours
Lt P. Laugton to HMS Pursuer

as CO on 3 Jun 03.
Lt Cdr S.M. Elliman to HMS

Gloucester as CO on 13 Dec 02.
Lt Cdr T.J. Lewis to HMS

Bridport as CO on 17 Dec 02.
Lt Cdr J.D. Austin to HMS

Bridport as CO on 11 Feb 03.
Lt T.R. Hounsom to HMS

Smiter as CO on 17 Dec 02.

Royal Navy - New Year
Honours list 2003

Appointments to the Military
Division of the Most Honourable
Order of the Bath:

As Companions: Rear
Admiral Anthony Knox Dymock
and Rear Admiral Nigel Charles
Forbes Guild

Appointments to the Military
Division of the Most Excellent
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Order of the British Empire:
As Commanders:

Commodore Laurence Phillip
Brpkenshire and Rear Admiral
Philip Duncan Greenish

As Officers: Lt Col William
Ernest Dechow RM, Commodore
Geoffrey Hayworth Edwardes,
Cdr Karl Nicholas Meredith
Evans, Cdr Russell George
Harding, Surg Cdr Gwynne Evan
Daniel Howell, Cdr Rodney Edris
Passingham, Chaplain Peter
James Douglas Sefton Scott,
Capt Simon Thomas Williams

As Members: Lt (now Acting
Lt Cdr) David Alan Bentley, CPO
(Comms) Brian Bewsher RFA, Lt
Cdr John Gordon Brook, Lt Cdr
Anthony Richard Coley, CCMEA
Christopher Joseph Dungate,
WO(WEA) Gary Edgington,
WO(RS) Michael Edward Elliott,
CPO(SA) Brian David Hastings,
Lt Cdr Shayne Hussain, WO1
Stephen Noel King, Lt Cdr
Anthony William Knight, Lt Keith
John Knight WO1 Neil Edward
Langridge, Lt Cdr Linda
Mackenzie-Philps RNR, WOMAA
Ian Rigby, Cdr Bryant John
Sanders RNR (CCF), Lt Cdr Paul
James Shaw, Sgt Steven
Christopher Shepherd,
WO(C)(SM) Simon James Slater,
CPO(AC) Philip Stuart Thompson

Royal Red Cross:
Cdr Elizabeth Mary Weall

ARRC QARNNS
Queen's Volunteer Reserves

Medal:
Lt Cdr Rachael Farrand RNR

Sports lottery
7 Dec 02: £5,000 - Lt G. Palin,

Newcastle: £1,500 - Cdr M. O'Grady,
Northwood; £500 - CPO AEA M. Broome,
842 NAS.

14 Dec 02: £5,000 - L STD M. Mackie,
Dumbarton Castle; £1,500 - WEA APP E.
Skuse, Seahawk; £500 - Capt A.
Pilkington, Excellent.

21 Dec 02: £5,000 - WWTR L.
Summers, NP1061; £1,500 - POCY A.
Green, Drake; £500 - OM(C) M. Bradbury.
Southampton.

28 Dec 02: £5,000 - Lt Cdr G. Harvey,
Nelson; £1,500 - LOM J. Armatage,
Victory; £500 - NA(METOC) I. Williamson,
Fleet HQ Northwood.

Swap drafts
STD Bentley-Allen. Contact and draft:

HMS Ocean, BFPO 350, Mess 7GBO. Will
swap for: any Portsmouth-based Type 23,
42 or CVS deploying or not.

CPOAEA(R) Kennedy. Draft: RAF
Cosford near Wolverhampton. Contact:
95561 4317. Will swap for: any Portsmouth
area draft perferably but will consider other
locations.

Ratings seeking to swap drafts
must meet the requirements of
BR14, article 0506. In particular,
they should be on or due the same
kind of service - sea or shore; have
time to serve in their current draft;
be the same rate; and be of similar
experience. All applications must be
made on Form C240 to NDD,
Centurion Building.

George Eric Mutton. CERA. Served
1932-73 for 41 years. Ships include: Vivid,
Dorsetshire, Barham, Drake, Colombo,
Valiant, Warspite (Battle of Mattapan). In
1941 seconded to the Royal Canadian Navy
where served in HMCS Ingonish (Pacific
Ocean War) and Niobe. Declined permanent
post in Canadian Navy and returned to UK
via US Naval School in Ohio to study new
diesel engines. Then served in Cooke to end
of WWII, and subsequently Jamaica, Drake,
Pembroke, Tanzanique, Phoebe and
President.

Lt Cdr Eric W. Jewell. Joined 1937 as
Electrical Artificer Apprentice, commissioned
in 1952, retired in 1971. Ships and establish-
ments include: Norfolk (Battle of North
Cape), Illustrious, Bermuda, Defender,
Duncan (Squadron Electrical Officer),
Relentless, Defiance, Cambridge,
Collingwood, Vernon and School of Naval
Medicine. Old Norfolk's Association, Hon Sec
and Treasurer. Aged 81, December 4.

Lt Cdr Donald W. Hay RNVR. Served in
Combined Operations including HMS
Tormentor, Flotilla Officer of 712th LCP
(Survey) Flotilla. Mentioned in Dispatches,
Flotilla Officer of HM 597th LCN Flotilla, HMS
Glenroy, in India for Operation Zipper. Aged
86, December 1.

Ted Torrington. L/Sea. Ships include:
Victory, Glasgow, Belfast, Liverpool,
Peacock, Excellent. HMS Peacock
Association. Aged 72, December 3.

Joe Frost. Served 1939-53 in battleships,
heavy cruisers, destroyers and tank landing
ships, also minesweepers, notably York
(sunk Crete in 1941), Prince of Wales (sunk
Malaya 1941). Shippigan (sweeping mine-
fields during D Day operation), and Savage
(made acting Petty Officer). November 27.

James Albert Kendall. Able Seaman.
HMS Belfast Association, served in ship
1950-53, Korea. November 21.

Frank Brookshaw. Able Seaman. HMS
Penelope Association, survivor of the sinking
of the ship in 1944. December 13.

Norma Fisher. POSA Wren. Served 22
years from 1965-97. Served at HMS
Cochrane for the majority of her career, with
drafts to New Zealand and Italy. Aged 43.

George Pike. Petty Officer. Served in
HMS Tartar. A veteran of Russian convoys,
Malta convoys, D Day invasion June 1944
and the war in the Pacific. 10th Destroyer
Flotilla Association and Tribal Class
Association.

L.E. O'Reardon. HMS Algerines Assoc-
iation, ships include Hebe. November 6.

H. William Dudley. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Algerine and
Actue. November 10.

George Potter. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Fly. December 1.

Joseph D. Cooper. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Jaseur. December
6.

Alfred R. Kirk. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Albacore and
Cadmus. December 9.

Joseph D. Cooper. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Jaseur. Aged 75,
December 6.

Christian J. Gill. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Golden Fleece.
November 5.

K.S.Lidlow. HMS Algerines Association,
ships include Rattlesnake. October 27.

Ron Tatman. HMS Algerines
Association, ships include Fancy. December
13.

Ambrose Burnside. AB. Survivor of the
sinking of HMS Welshman. Fast Minelayers
Association (Northern section) Aged 80.

Alf Sanderson. AB. Survivor of the sink-
ing of HMS Abdiel. Fast Minelayers
Association (Northern section). Aged 82.

Robert 'Bob' Kay. Signalman HM
minesweepers 1941-46. President RNSPA
(Bolton branch). Aged 78, December 15.

Tudor Pike. ERA. HMS Cheviot
Association, on board 1946. December 17.

A.H. 'Mick' English. EA. Submariners
Association, Cheltenham branch. WWII sub-
mariners, served 1942-52. Submarines
include: L28, Spiteful, Turpin, Thorough,
Alderney, Telemachus, Grampus. Aged 80.

K. 'Ken' Heaton. Stoker Mech.
Submariners Association, Manchester
branch. Submarines include: Solent and
Anchorite. Aged 75.

H.J. 'Henry' Knell. AB. Submariners
Association, SE Kent branch. Submarines
served in: Stoic, Tantivy, Stygian. Aged 82.

A. 'Adrian' Langley. L/Stoker.
Submariners Association, Middlesex branch.
Submarine service 1944-48 includes:
Spiteful, Tactician, Taciturn. Aged 75.

R.A. Tony' McCabe. LI Cdr RCN.
Submariners Association, Gosport branch.
Submarines served in: Alderney, Auriga,
Onodago, Ojibwa. Aged 70.

John 'Josh' Whip. CMEM(M).
Submariners Association, West Scotland
branch. Served in submarines 23 years,
1952-75 in A, T and O boats and Faslane.
Boats included: Sea Devil, Seascout,
Aurochs, Excalibur, Token, Oberon, Explorer
and Finwhale. Also served in HMS
Camperdown, Dundee 1979-92 as RN per-
manent staff then RNR. Aged 67.

L.A. 'Len' Wills. PO M(E). Submariners
Association, Medway Towns branch. Served
in submarines 1946-56 in Thermopylae,
Tally-Ho, Teredo, Statesman. Templar, Token
and Tacilum.

Graham Brazil. Warrant Officer. Served
37 years including training planning officer
and divisional chief training co-ordinator at
Britannia Royal Naval College. Also provided
support for Naval families and as a Royal
Naval Benevolent Trust almoner which
helped in post-RN role with Royal
Agricultural Benevolent Institution.
December 27.

Charles Edward Baxter. PO Ordnance
Artificer. Aged 81, November 18.

Ernie Phasey. Bandsman, Royal
Marines. Aged 80, November 29.

Leonard Charles Baker. Button boy at
Shotley, served in South Africa,
Mediterranean and Atlantic. Favourite ship
Warspite.

Albert 'Bert1 Brazier Saywell. Warrant
Officer Steward. Served in RN from 1950 to
1988. Appointed MBE. Aged 69, December
23.

Frederick Henry Sunday. Veteran of
WWI and WWII. Joined 1916 as Boy
Telegraphist, spent career in Radio
Communications. WWI - served mainly in
Med in Hannibal and Grafton and Baltic oper-
ations against Bolsheviks. Post-war Renown,
Barham. Royal Sovereign, Curacao, St
Angelo. WWII - Malta and Mediterranean in
Packenham (lost 1943) and St George. Left
RN in 1945 for Admiralty then civil servant.

Chevalier of the Legion d'Honneur (1998).
RN Communication Chiefs' Association;
Gallipoli Association; HMS Ganges
Association; Royal Hospital School
Association; Friend of the National Maritime
Museum. Aged 102, December 28.

Raymond 'Knocker' or 'Ray' Francis
White. Fleet Chief MEA(P). Joined RN 1956
(Fisgard and Caledonia). Ships include:
Ulster (ship's piper), Blake and Victorious.
Joined submarine service 1966 and served
in Anchorite in Far East during Malaysian
Confrontation (GSM), Valiant and Revenge
(Chief Tiff). Ended career in Neptune as
Deputy Nuclear Repair Officer and left ser-
vice 1980. Aged 61, November 11.

Ben F. Reed. PO Elec. Served 1953-65 in
Collingwood, Defiance, LCT 404, Rampura,
HM Coastal Forces, Drake, HMY Britannia,
Hartland Point. Aged 67, January 2.

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS

Lt Cdr D.E. Berrisford. Served:
Daedalus, Excellent, Heron, Neptune and
MOD London.

Lt D.H. Brookes. Served: Vengeance,
Ceylon, Comus, Hornet, Adamant, Acute, St
Vincent, Lynx, Ajax, Royal Arthur, Victory,
Excellent, Cambridge and Raleigh.

Cdr A.D. Carver. Served: Garuda,
Hornbill. President and Daedalus.

Lt Cdr V.J. Chown. Served: Furious,
Indomitable, Orion, St Angelo, Victory and
Rooke.

Lt Cdr J.A.S. Davey DSC*. Served:
Rodney, Bramble, Hunter, Indomitable,
Pembroke, Jamaica and Victory.

Cdr D.G. Matthews. Served: Loch
Tabert, Royal Arthur, Gamecock, Coquette,
President, Phoenicia and Seahawk.

Capt W.R.J. Mylne. Served: Nigeria,
Birmingham, Temeraire, Jewel, Royal Arthur,
President, Howard and Nato.

Lt H.E.J. Parker. Served: Dorsetshire.
Lt Cdr M.F. Watkinson. Served: Loch

Insh, VTgo, Cavalier, St Angelo, Excellent,
Osprey and Centurion.

Cdr P.E. Yonge DSC. Served: Diamond,
Amazon, Campbell, Scylla, Kenya, St Angelo
and Dryad.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

J. Cooper. Signals. Princes Risborough,
founder member, life member, chairman.
Served 1943-53 in ships: Mercury, HM
Trawlers (Olive-Hannaray), Concord, Duke
of York. Saw service in China (HMS
Amethyst Incident), Hong Kong, Singapore,
Middle East and Atlantic. Concord and
Algerines Association. Aged 76.

Peter Buxton. Stoke on Trent and dis-
trict. Served in RN during WWII. Aged 80,
November 26.

Kenneth John Yeates. Winchester,
chairman. Served 1943-68. Ships include: St
George, Howe, Dryad, Liverpool, Bermuda,
Kenya, Crispin, Lincoln and Duke of York.
November 26.

John James Little. Carlisle and district.
Served 1944-47 as Naval Airman (Safety
Equipment). Aged 75, November 15.

Charles Henry White. Chief Petty Officer
(Seaman branch). Carlisle and district.
Served 1934-63. Aged 84, November 13.

Joe Ewbank. PO. Runcorn. Fleet Air Arm
Association. Aged 77.

Gordon Truckle. CPO M(E) Calne and
district. Served in RN 1937-59, then
Merchant navy 1960-69. Ships were many
and included Rockingham, Birmingham,
Loch Ouoich, Brocklesby and Vengeance.
Aged 83, November 26.

'Tug' Cyril Wilson. Chief Yeoman.
Chelmsford. served in RN 1938-62. Ships
include: Ganges (Boy), Emerald, Kelly (sur-
vivor at Crete), Kenya, Swiftsure, Whitesand
Bay. Mainstay of Kelly Survivors Association.
Former vice president and chairman of RNA
Area No.5. Aged 81, November 26.

Lionel Lansbury. Borehamwood, former
welfare officer. Ex Ganges rating. Aged 69,
November 30.

Charles Walker. Uxbridge. Served 1942-
46 in Orwell, Russian convoys then in New
Zealand Navy.

Albert William Sherritt. Hastings, and ex
RNPS. December 16.

Bert Austin. AB. Mitcham, Morden and
Wimbledon, branch secretary and founder
member. Served 1941-46 and 1950-62.
Served in Indomitable, Plover, Jupiter,
Newcastle, Ulster and Neptune. Aged 79.

Victor Leslie Thomas Ayles. Ships
include Nelson, Royal Oak (survivor) and
Scimitar. Member of RNA and Royal Oak
Association. Aged 83, October 14.

Richard 'Dick' Coleridge Spring.
Beccles. Aged 75, November 14.

Walter 'Wally' James Henry Gillham.
Beccles. Aged 86, December 1.

Cyril Charles Herbert Read. Beccles.
Aged 80, December 16.

Ray Ellis. PO. Hanworth, committee
man, chairman, and life member. HMS
Collingwood Association, PRO. Served
1947-55. Ships and establishments include
Collingwood, Birmingham, Rinaldo, Theseus
and Redpole. Aged 72, December.

R.J. 'Bob' Le'Mon. Telegraphist. Served
in Totem, Ambush, Amphion and Selene.
Submariners Association, London and
Merton; Ganges Association, Merton branch
former secretary and founder member. Past
chairman RNA Mitcham Mordon and
Wimbledon. Aged 70, December 19.

Norman Perkins. L/Stoker. South
Liverpool. Served throughout WWII aboard
destroyers in the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean. Aged 79, December 25.

Peter Brown. Runcorn, associate. Aged
65, December 21.

Bill Willis. Area 5: Clacton, founder
member and quartermaster. Served in
Euryalus and North Africa.

Ted Thompson. Area 5: Clacton. Served
in Worcester and Scotland.

Jim Gornm. Area 5: Harwich, founder
member, president, vice president and trea-
surer. Served in Flower-class frigates,
Russian convoys in the Atlantic and Japan.

Herbert 'Bert' Hoy. Stoker. Aldenham.
Served 1943-47 in Argonaut, took part in D
Day landings and later served in the Pacific.
Argonaut Association. Aged 77, November
10.

Peter Munday. Cromer, life/founder
member, chairman and president; also Area
5 official. Served 1941-46. As Lt RNVR was
First Lt of MGB6, MTBs 225, 45, 716 and
714; CO of TRV6. Aged 82, January 6.

G.H. McEvoy. RM Bandsman.
Capenhurst. Aged 75, December 25.

Alan Smith. Morecambe. Joined at
Ganges, served in Venus, Vigilant, Virago, St
Kitts, Aphrodite and Hermes. December 26.

cSubmissions for the next edition of Navy News
must be received before: February 10
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APPEAL

PROVIDES

ONLY V2

THE FUNDS

The Royal British Legion is dedicated
to help serving and ex-service men and
women and their families...

...1,000 people are helped to visit war
graves every year

...over 300,000 calls for help are answered
every year

HEUi
...54,000 people are helped with war
pensions every year

...5,000 people are helped with
a stay in our homes every year

E E D ...100,000 visits are made each year to
the housebound or those in hospital.

If you are interested in joining
The Royal British Legion, would
like to make a donation or
require further information,
please call 08457 725 725.
Alternatively, visit our website @
www.britishlegion.org.uk

Reg. Charity No. 219 279
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Roval Naval Association
Anniversary dinner
THE 20th anniversary of
Falmouth branch was celebrated
in style at a dinner dance at the
Royal Duchy Hotel enjoyed by 85
members and guests.

A warm welcome was extended
by chairman S/M Harold
Thompson to the Guest of
Honour, Capt Peter Harris RN
(retd), the first President of the
branch, who was accompanied by
Mrs Harris.

During the evening, toasts were
proposed by the President, Vice
Admiral Sir James Jungius, and
Vice Chairman, S/M Peter Giles.

The occasion also marked the

birthdays of the President and
Chairman, each warmly congratu-
lated by members.

As S/M Thompson was celebrat-
ing his 80th birthday, he was pre-
sented, on behalf of the branch,
with a computer printer in recogni-
tion of his 16 years service as
Chairman.

There were numerous raffle
prizes organised by social secretary
S/M Stevenson, and flowers were
presented to Lady Jungius and
Mrs Harris.

Among the prizes on offer at the
raffle was a painting by fellow ship-
mate Joan Kipling.

Last victims of
war recalled

THEM CLUB
• Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club

provides a comfortable and secure environment where
members can feel at home.

• The Club has a range of reasonably priced bedrooms, with
special weekend rates. The magnificent Dining Room is
open for all meals, and private function and meeting
rooms are available.

• It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to
become a Member. We welcome all those with an interest
in maritime affairs and the sea in general.

• Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests.
For more information visit our website at

www.navalclub.co.uk or contact
Commander John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief Executive,

on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644
email: cdr@navalclub.co.uk

THE ANNUAL Aldenham
get-together included a social
event for members and visi-
tors, followed by a service of
remembrance in the village
church of St John the Baptist.

HSM Aldenham was lost on
December 14, 1944, taking 121
souls with her - the last British
warship to be sunk during World
War II.

Her sister ship, HMS Atherton,
picked up 65 survivors, a group

now dwindling in numbers. They
were represented this year by S/M
Harold Maurais.

Accompanied by S/M Douglas
Coxhead, who served in the
Aldcnham before the sinking, he
placed a wreath in memory of
those lost, close to the ship's Battle
Ensign and a memorial window.

Other visitors included
Shipmates George Dcwctt and
Birt Mason, author of The Last
Destroyer - HMS Aldenham,
1942-44, who travelled from his

Somme visit to
be repeated

LIKE other visitors to the bat-
tlefields of the Somme, mem-
bers of the Cork and County
branch were so impressed that
they plan to return to Northern
France and Belgium in 2004.

The Irish shipmates were
singularly honoured by the
Menin Gate Committee.

They were allowed to place a
wreath at the Gate during the
Last Post ceremony at the
memorial in Ypres, Belgium,
performed by five buglers
instead of the customary one.

Permission was also granted

We are extremely
excited to be

able to present this
limited edition bust of
Sir Winston Churchill
dressed in his Royal
Yacht Squadron
uniform.
The bust is mounted
on a polished wood
base and stands at 7".

Simulated
Marble

£89.99

for overseas prices

A collectors piece.

For information or to order one of these heritage sculptures please phone us on

023 9282 6040
Or visit our award winning website at www.navynews.co.uk

with your credit card details, or fill out the coupon on page 4. Or send a cheque/Postal Order for the amount shown to:

Please allow 28 days for delivery.
The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH

for a trumpeter, a serving
member of the Irish Army, to
play Oft in the Stilly Night,
played so memorably by the
Band of the Irish Guards at the
Queen Mother's funeral.

On return home they paid a
visit to Co Kerry to place a
wreath on the grave of Tom
Crean.

As a petty officer in the Royal
Navy he made three trips to the
Antarctic, with both Scott and
Shackleton, and accompanied
the latter when the small boat
party sailed to South Georgia
and made the heroic trek over-
land to the whaling station
where help was to hand.

The trip was made after
Shackleton's ship Endurance
became caught in the ice and
crushed during his abortive trip
to the South Pole in 1914-16.

Service is
held for
lost boat
THE submarine P222, adopted by
the Borough of Swindon during
Warship Week 1941, was com-
memorated at a service at St
Mark's Church, conducted by
Wing Commander Rev John
Hughes.

The guests included Rear
Admiral Nicholas Wilkinson,
Swindon branch president and
Alderman Arthur Clarke.

A dozen standards were dis-
played, including the national
standard of the WRNS
Association.

During the service, veteran sub-
mariner Robert Farley-Hulsc read
the names of those lost in P222.

The submarine, commanded by
Lt Cdr A.J. McKenzic, was sunk
by depth-charges from the Italian
destroyer Fortunale off Naples on
December 12 1942.

Lt Cdr McKcnzic and her crew
of 46 were lost.

Harbour dues
SOUTHEND branch have staged
their annual Pearl Harbour parade
and service of remembrance.

Among those attending were
Vice Admiral John McAnally,
President of the RNA, Capt Mike
Crocket USN, Commander of US
Naval Activities in the UK, Cllr
Alan Crystal, the Mayor of
Southend-on-Sea, ship's padre
Canon Roger Mason, Branch
President Derek Dawson and
Branch Chairman S. Horner.

The parade of more than 200
was led by the Rochford pipe
Band, with colour guards from
HMS Implacable, US marines, US
Navy, the USAF, the Area
Standard, and 20 other standards
from various areas and branches.

home in North Wales.
The service was also attended by

members of Luton and Watford
branches and Sea Cadets from
SCC Atherton, who travelled from
Clacton-on-Sea.

Following the service refresh-
ments were served in the RBL.

Lucky bags
FOLLOWING the rededication
of the Crieff and District branch
standard in the local parish
church, a very happy ceremony
took place.

To the delight of all present,
S/M Matt McKean, branch chair-
man, presented a lucky bag to all
the Sunday School children.

The RN carrier bag contained
a variety of gifts - posters, pens,
rulers, key-rings and so on, donat-
ed by the Navy News Young
Readers Club, RN Rosyth and the
RN and RM recruiting office at
Dundee.

Beaten
GAP dies
aged 81
SHIPMATE Reg Lockwood, the
vice president of Clacton branch
has died in hospital just days after
being allowed home as he recov-
ered from a beating.

As reported in December's
Navy News, 81-year-old Reg suf-
fered a burglary, during which sav-
ings and personal papers were
stolen - including his war medals.

A few weeks later, a man
knocked at his door and carried
out a brutal attack on Reg, leaving
the imprint of a milk bottle on his
face.

Reg, who served in L-class sub-
marines and a cruiser, and saw ser-
vice on Russian and Malta con-
voys, managed to fight off his
attacker as he held a cushion over
the veteran's face.

The pensioner spent weeks
recovering from severe head and
facial injuries, and had only been
home a few days when he was
taken ill and had to return to
Colchester Hospital, where he
died on December 21.

A first class engineer, Reg was
also a talented painter, and many
of his works helped raise money
for the RN and Naval charities.

£50 PRIZE PUZZLE

The mystery ship in our
December edition was guided
missile destroyer HMS Norfolk.

The winner of the £50 prize
for identifying her was Mr W.
Haggar of Suffolk.

Can you name this frigate,
pictured in the 1964, not long
after she joined the Fleet?

The correct answer wins
another £50.

Complete the coupon and send it to

I

Mystery Picture, Wavy News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Coupons giving
correct answers wilt go into a prize draw
to establish a winner.

Closing date for entries is March 7,
2003. More than one entry can be submit-
ted, but photocopies cannot be accepted.
Do not include anything else in your enve-
lope: no correspondence can be entered
into and no entry returned.

The winner will be announced in our
March edition. The competition is not
open to Navy News employees or their
families.

MYSTERY PICTURE 96

Name .

Address
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Roval Naval Association
Branch
News

ALL praise to the Woking branch
for raising a total of £20,000.97 for
the Royal British Legion Poppy
Day Appeal.

The total was £868 up on that of
last year.

CAPTAIN Paddy Vincent and
his wife were guests of honour
at the Mitcham, Morden and
Wimbledon branch Trafalgar
Night dinner which raised £300
for charity.

MEMBERS of the Swaffham
branch (Norfolk) are justly proud
to have achieved a brand new stan-
dard, considering it is a mere five
years since the branch was formed.

THE 82nd annual service of
remembrance for the Dover
Patrol, will take place on July
27 2003, at 1500 at St
Margarets Bay near Dover,
with the Lord Lieutenant of
Kent in attendance.

Further details are available
from Mr M.R. Jarrett, 11
Delane Road, Deal, Kent CT14
9BN, telephone 01304 368554.

THE former General Secretary,
Capt Bob McQueen, and his wife
Nadia were guests of honour at
the Gravesend branch annual
dinner dance, enjoyed by 129
members and guests.

A presentation was made to
Capt Bob to mark his retirement.

Congratulations to S/M Dick
Farhall and his wife Margaret,
members of Swindon branch,
who recently celebrated their
diamond wedding anniversary
and received a telegram from
the Queen.

A CHARITY bottle on the bar
helped raise a total of £800 for the
Uxbridge branch, which was
donated equally to the 7th
Hillingdon Air Scouts and to
Crossroads, a local care group.

Gala occasion
marks birthday

TO MARK the 18th birthday of
the Kingston-upon-Thames
branch, a gala dinner/dance was
held, enjoyed by around 100 mem-
bers and their guests, and presided
over by Admiral Bill Cook, branch
vice president.

The guests included POs Alf
Ramsey and 'Cozy' Powell from
the PCs' Mess, HMS Richmond,
to which the branch is affiliated.

S/Ms Vic Peardon and Leonora

Powell received awards during the
evening for services to the branch.

Bouquets were presented by
chairman S/M Len Stokes to Liz
Cook, and S/Ms Rose Sherwood
and Betty Stokes.

Hands then 'danced and sky-
larked' until 'boats alongside' at
2330.

Two days later, members of the
branch with shipmates of
Hanworth and their standards

paraded with the ship's company
of HMS Richmond, when their
ship received the Freedom of
Entry to the London Borough of
Richmond-upon-Thames.

The Mayor, Cllr Douglas
Orchard, accompanied by Cdr
Kenneth Keble, the frigate's
Commanding Officer, inspected
the parade, after which the Royal
Marines Band led the march to St
Mary's Church for a service.

i Bridgend branch members present gifts to the TS St David Sea Cadet HQ at Porthcawl

Visitors bring gifts
WHEN members of Bridgend
branch were invited to visit TS St
David Sea Cadet HQ at Porthcawl,
they arrived laden with gifts.

On behalf of her late husband,
chairman of the branch for many
years, Mrs Lyn Dobson presented
the Reg Dobson Memorial Cup.

A ship's bell and gantry of teak
was presented by S/M L.J. Smith,
and a lithograph of shipwrecks

around the Isle of Wight, donated
by S/M John Joseph, was present-
ed by branch secretary S/M Jean
McPhail.

Before leaving, the visitors
watched a drill display and a mock
rescue, followed by the Sunset cer-
emony.

A buffet provided for the visi-
tors was also greatly enjoyed.

Thoughts turn to Conference

Jubilee year will be remembered by members of Bradford
branch for a great party held in the grounds of the Sea Cadet unit
headquarters, and for the generous grant of £2,530, provided by
the National Lottery 'Awards for AH'. The grant enabled members
to travel free to Edinburgh for an overnight stay and a visit to the
former Royal Yacht Britannia. It also provided for an outing to
Hartlepool to visit HMS Trincomalee. During their stay the visitors
were royally entertained by the local RNA Club, for which they
send their thanks. Pictured is Bradford secretary S/M Andy
Hargreaves on board the Trincomalee

PLANNING for this year's Annual
Conference in Chatham on June
21 is already well under way - and
the Standing Orders Committee
will be meeting early next month to
consider proposed motions.

Any motion should be for the
good of the Association, and pro-
posals should be sent on the
appropriate form, which is avail-
able from Headquarters.

It is essential that all motions
are received by Friday February
28, as the Committee meets on
March 8 to look through those that
have been received.

The procedure governing such
motions is contained in GSM 56,
which is amended to include the
resolution (No 4 of 1995) that a
motion must be seconded by
another branch.

It may be helpful in the prepara-

tion of any motion to discuss its
wording unofficially with the
General Secretary, to ensure clari-
ty if the motion is discussed at
Conference.

New standard
ON THE most auspicious day of
the year, Trafalgar Day, the new
Rochdale branch standard was
dedicated by Canon Alan
Shackleton, branch chaplain, fol-
lowing a meeting of the branch.

There was much to celebrate on
this occasion, and an excellent buf-
fet was provided by the ladies.

The standard dedication was
well-timed, enabling S/M Steve
Law to parade it at Rochdale
Festival of Remembrance and on
Remembrance Sunday.

Naval Quirks
ANOTHER GREAT NAVAL
CHARACTER WAS REAR-
APMIRAL ARPDTHNOT.

ARRIVING LATE ON
00ARP HIS SHIP ONE
MORNING, HE CHANGED

HIS UNIFORM
&UT FORGOT ONE

DETAIL.

TO INSPECT THE SHIP'S
COMPANV GRANPLV

IN HIS
00WLER HAT/

YOU'RE NOTRELATep
To HIM ARE VOU?

Parade members
enjoy band concert

REMEMBRANCE parades at Portreath, Illogan and locally were
attended by three standard bearers who, with members of
Redruth and Camborne branch, enjoyed a concert in the Regal
Cinema, Redruth, featuring the Bodmin Town Band and the
Carnon Male Voice Choir.

They also attended a service of remembrance at the Camborne
Conservative Club, followed by an evening's entertainment and
the Charity Singers.

The year ended happily with seasonal Christmas cheer provid-
ed by the St Austell branch, followed by a social evening at the
Redruth Royal British Legion.

The decision by members not to send each other Christmas
cards but instead to make a donation for charity raised £60 for the
local Sea Cadet Unit.

Chairman Vic honoured by Cheshunt
IN RECOGNITION of his 14
years as chairman, S/M Vic
Everest was honoured with life
membership and presented with a
suitable plaque.

Members of Cheshunt branch
joined the congregation at Christ
Church, Waltham Cross, for the
Trafalgar Day service, conducted
by branch chaplain Rev Martin
Bannister.

The standard was paraded once
again by S/M Harold Cornish at a
service in the crypt of St Paul's
Cathedral for a wreath-laying on
Nelson's tomb by First Sea Lord
Admiral Sir Alan West, again in
the Lord Mayor's procession

through the City of London and
finally at a Remembrance service.

Big hearts
ALTHOUGH small in number,
Kenton and District branch is big
in comradeship, and a sustained
effort by members raised in excess
of £685 in the past year for Naval
and local charities.

A bric-a-brac stall in Stamford
market was one of the many activ-
ities which helped raise the cash.

Joined by their friends in the
RBL, members brought a success-
ful year to a close at an enjoyable
dinner in the Crown Hotel.

Special Military Prices
on Tax Free £t Tax Raid

New Renault models
WfflTEHOUSE

RENAULT
Whtehouse Renault Centre
FREEPOSTSEA8177

Tonbridge

e-mail: msales@renaulttaxfns.co.uk PHONE/FAX+44 (0)20 7026 0020
RENAULT

SING <EM AGAIN!
55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES

("IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT", "ROUND THE BUOY", "SALLY FREE AND EASY")

SUNG BY THE SONG BO'SUN
CYRIL TAWNEY

"FULL OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOUR, NOSTAUOIA AND SADNESS" - 'Navy News'.

Price (inc. p.&p..): £8.50 each cassette (UK only).
Elsewhere £9.50 per cassette.

(All overseas payments in Sterling by Moncygram, I.R.P. or cheque drawn on a British hank, please)

Orders and enquiries to: CYRIL TAWNEY,
10 SIVELL PLACE, HEAVITREE, EXETER. EX2 SET.

www.folk-now.co.uk/cyril.tawney tawney @ britishlibrary.net

SERVICES TRAVEL CENTRE
At RAF BRAMPTON -

GPTN: 95331 7936 & 7834
Tel: 01480 436655 : Fax: 01480 436653

E-Mail: travel(5)servicestravel.co.uk
Website: www.servicestravel.co.uk

DISCOUNTED PRICES FOR
FLIGHTS - FERRIES - CAR HIRE -
INSURANCE - AIRPORT PARKING.

ABTA, ATOL & IATA LICENSED

mortgages to suit everyone
For example, we have schemes for:

• The self-employed
• Remortgaging
• Company directors
• Capital raising

• First time buyers
• People who have no

proof of income

Call Stephen Abbott MLIA (dip), Financial Planning Consultant

on 0113 381 6800 for the right mortgage advice

Stephen Abbott MLIA (dip)
Canal Wharf, Leeds LS11 5DB
Mobile: 07973 622495 email steve.abbottezurichadvice.co.uk ZURICH

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
Suitable security and adequate life cover may be required by the lender. As licensed credit brokers, written quotations are
available on request. Representative only of Zurich Advice Network Limited. Zurich Advice Network limited, regulated by the
Financial Services Authority, represents only the Zurich Financial Management Marketing Group for its life assurance, pension
and investment products.
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Monevwise
DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR

DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE?
Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for:

CONVEYANCING

WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST

MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY

CHILD CARE

PERSONAL INJURY A j '

CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE f \ l / \

OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS _!_

MENTAL HEALTH

01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661

COFFIN
MEW&
CLOVER

For more details
call one of our

offices, or email
via our website

FREE INITIAL

ADVICE IN

MANY CASES

Fresco firefighters
covered for free

NAAFI Financial is providing
free accidental death cover for
Operation Fresco firefighting
crews.

All armed services firefighting
crews who respond to emergency
calls during the current dispute
have been guaranteed free
accidental death cover by the
military financial services
company.

Managing director Al Voice

Unsecured personal loans for

readers of Navy News

The COOPERATIVE BANK
Customer led. ethically guided

One number
any amount.
8.7%

APR

The same loan rate
no matter how much you borrow.
Phone free on: 0800 591 682
Loans now available up to £25,000
• one rate of 8.7% APR

• an instant decision

• on any amount from £1,000 to £25,000

• no arrangement fee or security required

• with insurance available

• money straight into your account*

• repayments by standing order

Quote reference: 791/503
Loans at £5,000 over 3 years with insurance

Provider

Bank of Scotland

Marks & Spencer

Lloyds TSB

Barclayloan

Rate
(%APR)

10.9

11.9

15.9

15.9

Monthly
Repayment {£)

196.27

188.22

198.38

201.07

Total
Charge (E)

7,065.72

6,775.92

7,141.68

7,238.52

Total
Saving (£)

456.82

167.90

532.78

629.62

Written quotations available on request. Rates correct as at 16/07/02. Loans subject to status and not available to non-UK residents,
anyone under 21 or over 69 years of age. An example of a loan taken out at our rate of 8.7% APR for £5,000 over 3 years, will be
repayable by 36 monthly instalments of £183.56, with Repayment Protection, and a total repayable of £6,608.02. The Co-operative
Bank p.I.e. reserve the right to decline any loan application, but may, in certain circumstances and at its discretion, offer a loan at an
alternative rate to those advertised. The Bank may monitor and/or record telephone calls between you and the Bank for security
and/or training purposes. *0nce we have your signed agreement form, same day transfer is via CHAPS, before 3pm. at a cost of £20.
Registered Office: The Co-operative Bank p.l.c.. 1 Balloon Street, Manchester M60 4EP Registered Number 990937. Website:
www.co-operativebank.co.uk

savings and

said that the initiative will come
into effect when the next
firefighter strike on January 21 is
due to begin and military
emergency fire cover commences.

NAAFI Financial has
announced the move to reassure
military personnel providing fire
service cover during the dispute.

Al said: "We only deal with the
military and have a long history of
working with the military.

"We maintained life and
accidental death cover for our
customers throughout the world
following the events of September
11 when many other insurers
withdrew support.

"The fire dispute is a very
unusual set of circumstances.
Members of the military are
providing support in these out of
ordinary times.

"We wanted to make sure that
every member of the military
firefighting crews involved in
Operation Fresco knew that they
were insured."

Al went on: "We have
established a means of providing
compensation on a 'no records'
basis.

"This means that if a tragedy
occurred, the Ministry of Defence
will inform NAAFI Financial and
£10,000 would be paid to an
individual's estate."

The 'no records' approach
ensured the military personnel
involved in Fresco would not need
to contact NAAFI Financial or the
MOD to confirm cover.

Ark snacks
around world

AS HMS Ark Royal sets sail, the
NAAFI Naval Canteen Service
(NCS) has revealed the essentials
of carrier life.

To support the sailors on board,
the NCS are taking:

• 144,000 bars of chocolate;
• 2,000 cases or 48,000 cans of

soft drinks;
• 1,500 cases or 36,000 cans of

beer;
• £50,000 worth of phone

cards; and
• 1,000,000 cigarettes.
The recently refurbished NCS

NAAFI canteen shop in Ark
Royal is well-stocked to ensure
those on board enjoy a few home
comforts.

CASH LOANS
Up to £500

We say YES to tenants
No credit check

Licensed by OFT
'No Fee's Fast Service'

Call 0800 619 2274 (FREE)

WE HAVE A SOLUTION
TO YOUR DEBT PROBLEMS
• Is debt effecting your life,

relationships, or work ?

• Do you dread the mail
in the morning - or the
phone ringing ?

Our aim is to get you out of
debt within 60 months

Strict confidentiality assured • No employer contact • We
employ EX-Armed Forces personnel as counsellors,
who understand through personal experience the

stress of the job with DEBT!

08451200 662
National calls af LOCAL RATEE x

DEBT COUNSELLING AND MANAGEMENT

w w w . a p e x - d e b t - h e l p . c o . u k

FORCES,
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES?

CAUSED BY SERVICE?
a/so

ALL PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS
You may be entitled to

NO WIN - NO FEE
COMPENSATION
CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!!

CALL FREEPHONE
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!!

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE

92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DN8 4SZ

Had an Accident?
Need Compensation?

and Legal Advice?
Contact:- 0845 601 1260

JFOKE4
CAW

The Forces Legal Network

www.forceslaw.com

For a free 30 minute
initial diagnostic
interview with

Lawyers experienced
in the Armed Forces

who speak your
language

T F ANCE SERVICES

The new first choice for

Motor Insurance

Kit Insurance

Content cover

Travel Insurance

Adventurous Training

To find out why, visit
www.tfinsuranceservices.co.uk

or call free on

0800 389 1798
Member of the General Insurance Standards Council & SIAAP

Save up to 40% on
your Motor Insurance

Call us now on: 00800 76 76 77 77
(free from Germany and the UK) or visit your
local NAAFI Financial Branch:

Abbey Wood
Aldergrove
Brize Norton
Catterick
Collingwood
Faslane
Lisburn
Plymouth
Portsmouth
Tidworth

Gutersloh
Hohne
JHQ
Osnabruck
Sennelager

RAF Akrotiri
Dhekelia
Episkopi

NAAFI
financial

www.naafi-financial.com

JBHMI

Don't Waste Money
on separate Motor Breakdown Cover

Save Money
*All new Motor Insurance customers will now

have Motor Breakdown assistance included
PLUS a guaranteed courtesy car

following an accident.
surd to clients stationed in Northern Ireland or outside of the UK

BreaJcdoum (jivfr at only applicable to comprrbtnniit: policies.
From 1/10/02. Trrms and Conditions apply.

F=;O RICES Motor Insurance
The Specialist for H. fs/I. Forces
and M.O.D. Personnel

Motor Insurance
ln*ring Norman rebndME

I Travel Insurance
CD]

I Home, Contents &
' Military Kit Insurance

I Life Insurance

Tel: O8OO O74 94O2
Open 365 days a year

Barn til 1Opm Monday - Friday Dam til 9pm Saturday & Sunday
The Manor House, 10 St. Margarets Green, Ipswich. IP4 2BS

Tel: (01473)211951 Fax:(01473)213898 email: sales®forcesdirect.co.uk www.forcesdirect.co.uk
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ONWARD CHRISTIAN SAILORS
OF 20 candidates at the annual Confirmation Service at the
Cathedral Church of St Mary, Truro, nine were trainee sailors
from HMS Raleigh who had been prepared by the Torpoint new
entry establishment's chaplain, the Rev Mike Brotherton.

Left to right with the Bishop of Truro, the Rt Rev William Ind,
are Kevin Waugh, Nicholas Sinclair, Stuart Donovan, Lucky
Briggs, Cdre Laurie Brokenshire, Martin Cowling, Claire
Satterly, Mike Brotherton, David Wroe, Samuel Hawkins,
Kieren Lovell and Daniel Beck.

town
honours
Ajax
SPECIAL guests at the
37th reunion dinner of
the HMS Ajax and River
Plate Veterans Assoc-
iation were the Mayor
and Mayoress of Ajax,
Ontario.

Streets in the town
are named after crew
members who fought
in the 1939 Battle of the
River Plate, which also
has a fine memorial for
the crews of HMS Ajax,
Achilles and Exeter.

The Association is
keen to attract new
members of both the
cruiser Ajax and the
postwar Leander-class
frigate. Contact Jack
Quaintance at 10
George Street,
Harwich, Essex CO12
3ND.

• Left to right are
Mrs Rosemarie Parish,
Mr Steve Parish, Mayor
of Ajax, Ontario, Mr
Ted Baker, Mayor of
Medway Towns, Mrs
Sylvia Baker, Mrs
Patricia Jones and Mr
Ken Jones, Chairman
of the HMS Ajax &
River Plate Veterans
Association.

Britannia is kept
busy with life
downstairs'
SOME 302,171 visitors were welcomed on board the former HMY Britannia dur-
ing 2002, the second busiest year since the ship opened to the public in 1998.

This represented an increase
of 21 per cent on 2001, and was
eight per cent higher than
2000.

The increase in visitor numbers,
which bucks the trend in Scotland
as a whole, is due to a number of
factors, including the opening up
of more of the ship to visitors as
part of the move to Ocean
Terminal in Edinburgh's port of
Leith; publicity surrounding the
Queen's Golden Jubilee celebra-
tions; and a continuing commit-
ment by the operators towards
improving customer service.

Opening of much of the main
deck area in October 2001, allow-
ing visitors to sec life 'downstairs'
has proved popular, and with
improved audio tours, new signage
and more interpretations, has
helped Britannia to gain a 'Very
Good' rating from 75 per cent of
her visitors, compared with 54 per
cent in 2000.

The 'Very Good' rating in terms
of money has risen from 70 to 85
per cent.

Director Bob Downie said: "We
are absolutely delighted that all of
the improvements that we have
made to the Visitor Experience as
part of the move to Ocean termi-

nal have proved such a big hit with
our visitors.

"There is no substitute for qual-
ity, and I would encourage all
other visitor attractions to continu-
ously reinvest in thcquality of their
visitor experience."

_l Visitors to the International
Festival of the Sea at Lcith on May
23-26 will be able to visit HMY
Britannia at a special half price
rate.

Sudden death
of tennis star

Carolyn
OVER 580 family, friends and col-
leagues attended the funeral ser-
vice at HMS Collingwood of Lt
Cdr Carolyn Crumplin, who died
suddenly in November.

A leading figure in the commu-
nications warfare fraternity and a
former CO of HMS St Vincent,
she represented the Royal Navy
for many years at tennis. She was
latterly Communications Staff
Officer at Collingwood.

DEBTS O V E R 1 5 K ?
WE CAN and WILL help you to

resolve your debts !
Financial commitments
out of hand ?
Relationships taking
the strain ?
Feel there is nowhere
to turn?

LET US HELP!

RESOLVE (UK) LTD
Debt Counsellors

& Advisors
Licensed debt counsellors

REG No.500295

We will help you to reduce your outgoings
into ONE affordable monthly payment

without further loans
Independent DEBT ADVICE with a personal touch.

FREE consultations. Home visits available.

CALL US NOW IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE

08006525113 8am to 8pm
7 days a week

www.resolveuk.com

FLEXIBLE KIT AND HOME

INSURANCE. BECAUSE YOU'VE

GOT MORE TO UNPACK THAN

JUST A KIT BAG.

Relocating is hard work. The last thing you
need is to find that no one covers your new
married quarters address or hiring - and if
they say they do, they sometimes penalise
you with a quote based on a nearby postcode.

Affinitas, incorporating AFFAS, specialise
in providing insurance for Armed Forces
personnel and their families. We recognise
your unique way of life.

That's why we offer cover like Gearguard,
designed specifically for service kit and property,
on charge or loan worldwide. You can also add household contents
and buildings cover to this policy. Gearguard starts at under £5 a month
(£52.50 a year) for £3,500 of cover.

So call for a quote or more information. We won't send you packing.

0800 3161 317
+44 1206 393 777

www.affinitas.com
affinitas
looking out for you

Please quote: NN85GG

Affinitas Lid. incorporating AFFAS Ltd. AFFAS Ltd. is a wholly owned UK subsidiary of Affinitas Ltd.. which is registered in Jersey (no.79923). Affinitas is a member of the General
Insurance Standards Council.
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Pump contract
aids cash flow

THE VULCAN Naval
Reactor Test Establish-
ment in Scotland has
assumed a third crucial

role in the support of the Royal
Navy's nuclear submarine fleet.

The first Naval reactor core
assemblies, which powered the
early generations of ballistic mis-
sile and hunter-killer submarines -
including today's Swiftsure and
Trafalgar-class boats - were all put
through trials in the DSMP, or
Dounreay Submarine Prototype at
Vulcan, near Thurso in Caithness
(see last month's Navy News).

With the completion of the test-
ing of Core Z, and the commis-
sioning of the Shore Test Facility
(STF) for PWR2, DSMP was defu-
elled, decontaminated and brought
back into service as the LAIRD, or
Loss of coolant Accident
Investigation Rig Dounrcay, prov-
ing the soundness of the Rolls-
Royce reactor and support systems
under the most challenging of situ-
ations.

LAIRD was commissioned in
June 1987, and shut down for mod-
ifications just over a year later on
successful completion of the first
phase of trials.

Restarted in July 1989, the
LAIRD was the only full-scale
plant in the world capable of doing
this specialised task.

LAIRD ran more than 250 trials
in five years, using a giant electrical
heater to reproduce the conditions
in a nuclear reactor at the point of
shut-down.

And it is this ability, to create
simulated nuclear power plant con-
ditions, that has opened the door

to a third lease of life - one which
not only provides work for the spe-
cialised equipment and the techni-
cians who operate it, but which
also saves the Ministry of Defence
a tidy sum.

A major contract was awarded
to Vulcan and Rolls-Royce in 1993
to refurbish the main coolant
pumps from British nuclear sub-
marines, a task which required the
kind of precision and high levels of
skill which Vulcan had in abun-
dance.

Previously, these large pumps
had been automatically replaced at
approximately every ten years, at
considerable cost, as they needed
to be as close as is humanly possi-
ble to perfect reliability.

But the Vulcan organisation -
currently headed by the Naval
Superintendent Vulcan, Cdr
Charles Hume, and his team of
four uniformed staff, who work
with around 300 Roll-Royce

employees - saw an opportunity to
land its first major commercial
contract outside the operation and
maintenance of nuclear reactors.

Pumps arriving at the MCP
(Main Coolant Pump) facility at
Vulcan from a submarine in refit -
in recent months the site has han-
dled equipment from HMS
Spartan and HMS Trenchant - are
decontaminated, then stripped and
inspected in the designated decon-
tamination area.

Vulcan then issues a report with
its findings and recommendations
to the Ministry of Defence.

The MOD will then, if all is well,
reply with approval for the recom-
mended course of action, and
refurbishment begins.

The pumps are brought back to
original specification and then
reassembled ready for testing on
the LAIRD.

The tolerances to which the
team work are staggering - down
to 0.002mm in certain elements.

The pumps are also checked for
stress and cracks by metallurgists.

They are balanced and
endurance-tested - for as
long as four to six weeks,
24 hours a day - before

being returned to the workshop
where they are again stripped
down to the basic components and
thoroughly inspected.

Any source of noise in nuclear
submarines makes them easier to
detect and less able to detect exter-
nal threats, so Vulcan staff dynam-
ically balance the coolant pumps
under service conditions to min-
imise such noise.

• The original Dounreay Submarine Prototype (DSMP) at Vulcan as it looked before its current con-
figuration. The facilities were built into a framework which resembled the aft section of a submarine

Each pump will undergo at least
four calibration runs before com-
puters work out the optimal num-
ber and positioning of counterbal-
ances to keep the pump running
smoothly and silently.

The components are then trans-
ferred to a clean room, where they
are cleaned to a high standard,
reassembled (a process which can
take five days) and f inal ly sent to
the submarine for which they have
been earmarked.

They do not have to return to
the same boat - the reactor sys-
tems in every boat arc identical,
and by swapping sets around refits
are not subject to delay by the

lengthy refurbishment process.
The painstaking nature of the

work means Vulcan takes over a
year to refurbish a set of pumps to
the most exacting standards, and in
the last year the team have just
proved themselves capable of
refurbishing pumps from the reac-
tors on Vanguard-class boats as
well.

The process is laborious, but
necessarily so, e l iminat ing any
chance of error along the way.

Everything is done by the rule-
book, and a Rolls-Royce expert
wil l watch at least one reassembly
for each set of pumps, as well as
checking for the resolution of any

abnormalities identified at an ear-
lier stage.

LAIRD's unique ability to simu-
late the conditions in a nuclear
reactor allow the pumps to be test-
ed safely in situ before they are
refitted in the real thing.

Cdr Hume said: "This is a classic
example of innovation in the use of
Ministry of Defence facilities and
the considerable skills base at our
disposal, which has enabled signifi-
cant cost savings to be realised.

"Not content to rest on their
laurels, the local team continue to
improve their processes year on
year, and have won a number of
industry awards in so doing."
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A: Club Clip On Tie
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Battle staff in
great demand

RAPIDLY deployable and
flexible maritime forces
are at the heart of NATO
planning - and the UK is
at the forefront of this
new configuration.

With fundamental changes
in the so-called 'strategic envi-
ronment' as the Cold War
fades into history, NATO has

been carrying out a review of
its force structures and how
such forces could be employed.

The khaki side of things was
resolved through the creation of
six land formations, designated
High Readiness Forces (Land).

When the focus moved on to the
sea, three water-borne equivalents
were selected as High Readiness
Forces (Marit ime) or HRF(M)s.

Three nations were selected to

• Royal Marines on amphibious exercises

set up the necessary headquarters
and mechanisms; Italy and Spain
arc well advanced in the task, hut
the UK was the first to be ready
for evaluation, and as Navy News
went to press the man at the top
was confidently awaiting confirma-
tion of formal accreditation.

Rear Admiral David Snclson
relishes the extra responsibilities.

"I went from one of the best
jobs in the Navy to one of the best
jobs in the Navy," said Admiral
Snelson, Commander UK
Maritime Forces (COMUKMAR-
FOR) in RN circles, though await-
ing a formal NATO title.

"Bringing Ark Royal out of relit
was a fantastic job and a great
honour, but to get to be the Royal
Navy's only sea-going admiral,
with a number of interesting
deployments on the horizon, is
marvellous. I'm very grateful to
have the opportunity."

The new UK HRF(M) forma-
tion has its headquarters at the
COMUKMARFOR base, the
brand new Fleet Battle Staff HQ
on Whale Island in Portsmouth,
but the team arc expected to adapt
quickly to the nomadic life.

HRF(M) HQ staff are at seven
days notice to commence opera-
tional planning and 20 days' notice
to deploy for a NATO operation -
although in one of the many over-
laps between NATO and national
responsibilities they arc at much
shorter notice, with just 48 hours
to react to a UK alert.

> HMS Ark Royal leads a multinational force of ships

Each of the three HRF(M)s has
a nominated command platform,
with aircraft carriers being the pre-
ferred option as they must be able
to absorb a large in f lux of HQ staff
as well as being able to take a com-
plex command and control equip-
ment fit.

These command platforms
could be home for HQ staff for
prolonged periods, and this group
is also expected to be able to move
ashore if required.

Readying Ark for HRF(M)
accreditation has been a significant
achievement with many agencies,
including the Fleet Battle Staff,
FSL and ship's staff overcoming
significant challenges to have her
ready on time.

But people arc just as important
as the kit, and Admiral Snclson
said that the UK need for a flexible
Maritime Battle Staff HQ helped
the Royal Navy swiftly adapt to the
mix-and-match nature of the
NATO structure.

"In this new Battle Staff build-
ing there is myself as the deploy-
able two-star officer, and literally
just across the corridor is Maj Gen
Tony Milton, the Commander UK
Amphibious Task Group.

"Then we have got Cdrc
Richard Leaman, Commander UK
Task Group, Commodore Jamie
Miller, who is Commander
Amphibious Task Group, and Brig
Jim Dutton, who is Commander 3
Commando Brigade.

"Between us we have more than
180 staff people, including 14
international officers.

"And out of all of them you can
put together a whole range of staff
combinations of operational com-
manders and groupings of staff
officers. It all came out of the Fleet
First review, and is working very
well.

"We also have the responsibility
to provide this HRF(M) for
NATO, and we do that with most
of the assets we already have for

the Maritime Battle Staff.
"What we arc doing is providing

NATO with a special tailored capa-
bility, but one which can also be
used by the nation.

"One of the benefits it has
brought is that it brings a big allied
NATO dimension to this HQ
in Portsmouth, and therefore
strengthens our links with other
European navies."

Admiral Snelson said that Naval
Task Group 2003, which is in the
process of deploying, showed many
of the characteristics of both the
national and NATO functions,
being flexible and dcployanle any-
where at short notice - though he
stressed that NTG03 is a national,
not a NATO group.

The UK HQ was first tasked
with developing NATO accredita-
tion in April 2001, and after a good
deal of hard work the full opera-
tional capability evaluation was
conducted on board Ark Royal in
early December 2002.

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel & reserves
• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street

• Affordable room rates • Choice of restaurants & bars
•' Concessionary NCP Car Park rates • Function rooms for

dinners, receptions, reunions & private parties
For informal/on & reservations contact us at: _/•—X.

THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB t
63/79 Seymour Street, London \V2 2HF

Tel 020 7723 4474 „,„,„„
Fax 020 7402 9496 welcome in the armed

For Enquiries email: iiifo@vsc.co.uk forces world

The CHIRP Charitable Trust

Confidential Hazardous Incident Reporting Programme

The CHIRP Charitable Trust is an independent organisation committed to improving maritime and
aviation safety for the benefit of personnel employed in these industries, passengers and third
parties.

Director (Maritime)
Confidential Reporting Programme for the Maritime Industry

THE ROLE:
Confidential reporting has been available
to personnel in the UK air transport
industry since 1982. This now includes
all UK-licensed commercial pilots, air
traffic controllers, aircraft engineers and
cabin crew. A separate Programme
serves the UK leisure aviation
communities.

With the consent of the Secretary of State
for Transport, a confidential reporting
programme for the benefit of the UK
maritime industries is to be launched in
2003.

The Trust is seeking to appoint a Director
(Maritime) with responsibility for the day-
to-day management of the Maritime
Programme reporting directly to Director
CHIRP.

You will be part of a small professional
team, based at Farnborough, Hampshire.
Your responsibilities will include
promoting this initiative with seafarers and
the broader

maritime community, developing processes
appropriate to the professional cultures
within the major sectors of the industry and
managing the reporting process. You will be
advised by a group comprised of nominees
from the principal maritime interests.

THE DESIRED PROFILE:

• An established reputation in one of the
principal areas of the UK maritime
industry

• A wide professional experience of
maritime operations

• A good knowledge of the organisation
and regulation of the principal maritime
sectors

• Good interpersonal skills with the ability
to communicate effectively at all levels
up to senior executive

• Excellent writing skills in English

• Computer literate with ability to prepare
and deliver high quality presentations to
both large and small audiences

A REMUNERATION PACKAGE REFLECTING THE SENIORITY OF THIS APPOINTMENT IS AVAILABLE

APPLICANTS SHOULD APPLY IN WRITING WITH A CURRENT CV TO: THE CHIRP CHARITABLE TRUST,
BUILDING Y20E, RooMG15, CODY TECHNOLOGY PARK, IVELYROAD, FARNBOROUGH, HANTS GU14 OLX

THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 28 FEBRUARY 2003
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Recruitment A Business Opportunities

LEAVING THE

FULL TIME NAVY...?
i

WHY NOT BE PAID IN YOUR

SPARE TIME?
i

JM^ i! R O Y A L N A V A L
V ̂  (I R E S E R V E

T H E T E A M W O R K S

www.rnjobs.co.uk/rnr 08456 07 55 55

Please quote "Navy News" when enquiring 1 f ^\

A-s*-

INVESTOR IN I'l-XIPIJ:

The MOD is introducing a policy of routine notification of reserve service to cwlian employers. With effect from 1 July 2001, you will be required to

provide full details of your employer on joining the reserve forces and you will then be expected to inform them of your reserve liability. Recruits are

normally Brm'sh or Commonwealth subjects, aged between 16 and flO (45 for M-RN), male or female and physical^ fit

BECOME A SELF EMPLOYED LOCKSMITH
Why not train for a rewarding future?
If you are looking for a change in life-Style,
then this is the course for you! Be in control of your future and earnings.

We are now taking bookings for our popular two day professionally
structured courses which include weekends.

Leave with all the skills to start immediately as a Locksmith, (excl. safes)
we train both sexes and age is no barrier.

Please phone 01793 877079 for free prospectus

FANCY HAVING YOUR OWN PUB?
if Country Pub Leasehold

Attractive Country Pub in affluent village,
Popular with locals and visitors, Kennet

and Avon canal nearby.
Cosy Bar, Intimate dining room, Games

room. Large garden, Car park, Great
potential for food.T/0 £110,OOOYr. End

31/10/02. 50% G.P wet sales, less than 1%
Food. 3 Bedroom living accommodation.

£60,000 for lease Tel 01380 828463

POLICE RECRUITMENT
DEVELOP THE SKILLS
THE POLICE ASSESS.

HOME STUDY PROGRAMME
New Leaf Education

Tel: 01302 859954
PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL
www.newleafeducation.co.uk

WORSgSvCERRUsEAsSHIPS
Men and women can see the world

whilst earning well. Send S.A.E. and two
loose first class stamps to:

Capt R. Bestel
Dept OO7,
18 Saxon Close.
Kings Hill,
West Mailing,
Kent ME19 4SA

See yourself in a
new light

Prisoner Custody Officers
HMP Kilmarnock

£14,000pa after successful completion of training

Scotland's first private prison, HMP Kilmarnock is a high security
prison, managed by Premier Prison Services, the UK's leading
provider of privately managed custodial services.

We are always on the look out for Prisoner Custody Officers to join a
professional team responsible for prison security and prisoner care
where your skills, resilience, maturity and humour will be fully utilised.
First though, you'll undertake an intensive 7-week training programme
that will teach you the basics of working efficiently and safely in prison.
Experience is not essential, but you must be an excellent
communicator and team player with real strength of character.

In return we can offer a rewarding, secure career with excellent
promotion prospects.

For further details of current and future vacancies and an
application pack, please contact the HR Department
now at HMP Kilmarnock, Bowhouse, Mauchline Road,
Kilmarnock KA1 5AA or telephone 01563 548828.

Selection for these posts will be on the basis of merit and
regardless of ethnic origin, nationality, religion, gender, sexual
orientation, marital status, disability and any other irrelevant factor.
The Company is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act
1974 and all offers of employment are subject to security
clearance and approval by the Authority.

Premier Prison Services Limited

FBH
An FR Aviation Group Ltd and

Bristow Helicopters Ltd
Joint Venture Company

FB Heliservices Ltd
Middle Wallop

Due to internal promotions, we have
vacancies for the following positions:-

HELICOPTER TECHNICIANS
AVIONIC TECHNICIANS

to work in 1st & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop.
Suitable applicants will ideally have a service background and have
obtained a BTEC or equivalent in aeronautical engineering. Recent
experience of Lynx and/or Gazelle helicopters, together with the
ability to apply skills effectively to a range of rotary aircraft would
be highly desirable. Candidates should be able to work on their own
initiative and as part of a team; and be committed to consistently
performing to a high standard.

Competitive salary plus benefits including 24 days holiday (increasing
to 26 after one years service) and contributory pension scheme,

Interested applicants should forward a current CV detailing relevant experience,
qualifications and salary expectations, and quoting Reference NN/0103 to:

Ann Bufton, HR Co-ordinator,
FB Heliservices Ltd, SAAvn,
Middle Wallop, Stockbridge,
Hampshire SO20 8DY

Telepone: 01980 674460
Fax: 01264 782439

e-mail: middlewallopjobs@fbheliservices.com

Are YOU Missing Something Good?

WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR?
Take control of your own future by achievingTech
5360, the best recognised qualification for technical
authors.

Study anywhere, any time, with the College which is
a Preferred Supplier to the Careers Transition
Partnership.

The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN)
PO Box 7, CHEADLE, SK8 3BY

0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com

MARCHERS
Ready to move on?

01753890243
CVs & Job Search

for all Ranks of

Service Personnel

www.jobsearchers.co.uk

YBA

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED
ADVERTISING

ON OUR WEBSITE?
Now you can reach

a truly global audience!
To find out more contact:

Sheila Thompson
023 9275 6951
WAVw.navynews.co.uk

The RAF Benevolent Fund
Enterprises, home of The

Royal International Air
Tattoo, now has the
following vacancy.

OPERATIONS OFFICER
We seek a bright, self-motivated, logical individual with strong

organisational abilities, excellent administrative skills and a good
knowledge of military aircraft and air arms for an exciting aviation

related vacancy. Liaison with overseas Air Arms by phone, despatch and
collation of documents, photocopying, general office duties, and

assistance with aircrew accommodation form the main duties. Co-
ordination of flying operations matters and ratification of civilian aircraft
insurance are also facets of this post. An interest in aviation and at least

two years experience of office systems, including database
maintenance, are essential.The successful candidate will be smart,

presentable and confident, with a flexible attitude, be team orientated
and have a capacity for accurate hard work. MS Office skills essential

and a short test will be given prior to interview.

Salary details on request. Driving licence essential. Please apply by
sending a hand-written letter with your CV and current salary details to;

The Personnel Manager, Douglas Bader House, RAFBFE, Horcott Hill,
Fairford Glos GL7 4RB, or Fax on 01285 713268.

EX NAVY DIVER
Required to run established
PADI school in South Wales.

• Package negotiable •
• partnership considered •

Call 029 20794824

Resettlement Train ing
A+, MCSA, MCSE, CISCO IndigoTraining

"The Perfect Choice"
Residential Resettlement Courses from only £1,295.00

, Are you looking for a New Career in IT?
At IndigoTraining we have trained thousands of people for this challenging

and rewarding career, our Instructor led hands on approach to training gives
pCC CompTIA us an 80% first time pass rate plus a free resit policy to guarantee your pass.

Courses start every week throughout Call our Resettlement Advisor on
the year from 1 week up to 9 weeks 0800 316 5873 or visit our website
on a residential or day study basis. at www.indigotraining.co.uk

NAVY

Join the
Naval

Careers
Service

The Director of Naval Recruiting
is currently seeking

RN & RM WOs,
Senior Rates and SNCOs

to work as
Careers Advisers
at these locations:

Enlist on a
Full Time Reserve Service

(Limited Commitment)
for employment in a

specified location
for 3 years

with prospects for further
2 year commitments.

ROYAL
MARINES

•»-0>

ottinghani
Leicester

Birmingham
Coventry *y
Oxford f

FTRS rates of pay
apply

(reviewed annually
and pensionable)

CAS from £23,232.25
rising to

CA1 up to £32,463.10
Regular Service Pensions

will be abated
so that your total

remuneration will not exceed
your basic pay
on the last day

of regular service.

For further information please contact:
DNR SO3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray ~ PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359
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F L A G S H I P

As the only Royal Navy accredited private sector training company, Flagship

sets the standard for military and commercial training across the globe.

With an order book of more than £700m, we provide Facilities Management,

Training design and delivery and Private Finance Initiatives (PFI) solutions to

over 350 military and civil customers.

Weapons Engineering
Instructor
FAREHAM, HAMPSHIRE

If you're an experienced instructor looking for a new challenge for your weapons skills,

our exciting overseas projects will literally take your knowledge further As part of the high

profile Brunei Project team, you'll provide the Royal Brunei Armed Forces with high quality

weapons electrical training. It's an intense role, involving the instruction of Officers and

ratings manning newly built high technology Offshore Patrol Vessels - so you'll need to be

confident in preparing and delivering a comprehensive training schedule.

Technical weapons engineering knowledge - specifically communications and sensors - is a

must possibly gained in a warrant officer/senior rate role, and should be combined with naval

training design experience.The flexibility to travel occasionally within the UK and to carry out

some training at sea is also important.

In return, we offer a uniquely stimulating and varied culture, with excellent

opportunities for progression within a forward-thinking organisation. Make your

career move now by writing, including CV and salary expectations and

quoting Ref: NN0203, to: Virginia Ripley, HR Officer, Flagship Training

Limited, PO Box 152, HMS Collingwood, Fareham, Hampshire

PO14 IYW, or email: recruitprojects@flagshiptraining.co.uk INVESTOR IN PKOPI.E

publications

PORTSMOUTH

Information Services - Data Generation is an exciting new venture for

BAE SYSTEMS (Operations Limited), in the Naval Dockyards at Portsmouth.

We'll be using the latest technology to produce technical publications and

information for a variety of customers, whilst continuing to develop our

capability in this vital business sector.

We are currently looking for the following people to join the team:

Customer Interface/Development Manager

Customer Information Engineers (Authors and Illustrators)

Customer Information Assistants

You will need to be pro-active, resourceful and innovative and have a clear focus

on the customer. We'll be looking for your ability to think and develop, as well as

evidence of your desire to be the best.

To find out more, please contact Denise Le-Breton on 07736 811560.

All CVs should be sent to denise.le-breton@hr.xchanging.com quoting the

position you are applying for and your salary expectation.

The systems company innovating for a safer world

www.baesystems.com

Specialist guidance for customer training

WARTON, LANCASHIRE

BAE SYSTEMS is one of the world's largest aerospace
and defence companies and a leading provider of
state-of-the-art military equipment and services. Our
rapidly expanding Training Solutions business has
been formed to service our customers' training needs.
We are seeking senior specialist training advisors with
appropriate experience to join a selec. core team that
provides specialist training design, guidance, advice
and support to Customer Training life cycle activities
to training projects throughout the Company.

SPECIALIST TRAINING MANAGER
£30k-£36k
We are seeking to appoint a Specialist Training Manager
as an internal training consultant to lead a team of generic
Specialist Training Advisors. In addition to the skills
and competencies outlined for the Specialist Advisor
role opposite, you will have experience of guiding training
design and development teams in identifying, designing
and delivering training solutions to customers, ideally
across a number of domains and project types.

SPECIALIST TRAINING ADVISOR
£28k-£33k
You will provide generic specialist advice, consultancy,
direction and guidance on best practice in training design,
delivery methods and processes, propose appropriate
technologies and devices to be adopted, and recommend
suitable training and cost-effective solutions to meet
customers' requirements. Thorough knowledge and
recent experience of the application of the Systems
Approach to Training in a military or operational
environment will be essential. You will draw on
experience as a specialist training advisor, senior
practitioner, or training designer in performing training
needs analyses, training design, and related training
activities - ideally across a number of Operational
and/or Support training domains in a technical or
operational environment. Furthermore, you will have
knowledge of available training technologies, potential
media options and experience of applying training
development best practice.

For both positions, the successful candidates will provide
a credible advice and consultancy service, define and
implement training processes and provide functional
guidance through direct contact with senior training
practitioners within projects across BAE SYSTEMS. Excellent
interpersonal and communication skills are essential, as
is a good working knowledge of MS Office applications. In
addition, experience of using specialist training development
and management software tools would be an advantage.
This is a unique opportunity to enjoy a rewarding career
with a major blue-chip company, which offers exciting
opportunities to utilise and develop your specialist
training skills and experience, whilst contributing to
the growth and development of BAE SYSTEMS'
Training Function.
To apply please e-mail an up to date copy of your CV
to: baesystemsrecruitmentcss@hr.xchanging.com,
quoting reference 60/48 in the subject line.
If you are unable to send your application via e-mail
please send your CV to: Natasha Charles, Lead Recruiter,
BAE SYSTEMS Recruitment, Xchanging HR Services,
Fulwood Park, Caxton Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 9NZ

The systems company innovating for a safer world

www.baesystems.com
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Education
Pepys on

snow
at Christ's
Hospital

CHRIST'S Hospital, a charitable hoarding school
near Horsham, West Sussex, this year joins national
celebrations with an exhibition at the school to
commemorate Samuel Pcpys.

Now 300 years since his death, Pcpys, a governor and
vice president of the school, instigated the opening of the
Royal Mathematical School at Christ's Hospital in 1673
which was founded to educate children in mathematics for
the practice of navigation.

Today, the mathematics
department at Christ's Hospital is
st i l l known as the Royal
Mathematical School and there is
a special entry method for
children of personnel who are
serving, or have served, in the
Royal Navy, Royal Marines or
Royal Navy Reserve.

Christ's Hospital, a charitable
foundation, provides free and
assisted places to 825 boys and
girls, according to their parents'
means, and currently 40 per cent
enjoy a free boarding education.

Applications are invited for
entry into year 7 (age 11),
September 2004, and the next
open day for this entry is on
Saturday, March 8. 2003.

The admissions office welcomes
all enquiries, telephone 01403 247
409 for more information or visit
(he school's website on
www. christs-hospital. org. uk.

To find out more about the
Pepys' exhibition at the school, call
01403211293.

i Tudor-style uniform at Christ's Hospital

Sport and
school in

Canterbury
PUPILS from St John's College
Lower School in Southsea have
been combining physical
education with historical learning
during a recent sporting tour in
Canterbury.

After the football team won all
seven of their matches, pupils
brushed up on thei r medieval
history with a visit to Dover Castle,
also home to the evacuation of
Dunkirk.

The children were shown the
underground hospitals and the
tunnels built into the surrounding
cliffs.

The tour was open to St John's
pupils aged 10 and 11, who were
accompanied by staff and parents,
for a great family atmosphere.

CHRIST'S The Best Education...
HOSPITAL That Money Can't Buy

BOUNDARY OAK
SCHOOL

Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding)
Family atmosphere • Large Sports Grounds • Strong Naval Link

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham P017 5BL

Telephone: 01329 280955

w w w . b o u n d a r y o a k . c o . u k

St Antony's

Leweston
S h e r b o r n e

Established in ^552, Christ's Hospital provides a very high standard of
boarding education with superb facilities for boys and girls aged 11-18.
96% of places are financially assisted by the Charitable Foundation to
help families in need or those on lower incomes.

Open Day
Saturday 8th March 2003

nly invite families to visit
iol, meet staff and pupils
out more about entry into
eptember 2004).
ntry for children of
j| currently serving, or have
i the Royal Navy, Royal
Dr Royal Navy Reserve.

'ELEPHONE FOR DETAILS
OBTAIN A PROGRAMME

01403 247409
www.christs-hospital.org.uk

Open Day
& Lunch

Saturday 22nd March

CHRIST'S HOSPITAL HORSHAM WEST SUSSEX R H 1 3 OYP
Registered Charlry no. 306975

An opportunity for prospective parents to meet pupils and staff
Presentation by The Head Henry MacDonald, MA at 10.30 am

FULL TEACHING PROGRAMME - TOURS OF THE SCHOOL
CONTEMPORARY CRAFT EXHIBITION

SATURDAY SPORTS F IXTURES - VIEW BOARDING HOUSES

St Antony's Leweston, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 6EN
Tel: 01963 210691 • Fax: 01963 210786

Email: admissions@leweston.dorset.sch.uk • www.leweston.co.uk

Moving back to UK IK? Moving Overseas?

Has your child special educational needs?

Considering Boarding School education?

Know about educational changes in UK UK?

SCE(UK) for FREE advice and support:

Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244

Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245

email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet .gov.uk

UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING

20% REMISSION
OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES,

CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS
Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years)

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS

n
» n\ _ •—~~* vHHHI^- -C-3F5.V.,

We think there are 3 important points, above all others, that make Queen
Ethelburga's your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child.

Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we
have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in
ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus
is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding facilities
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, voice
mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more.
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring.
Thirdly we are a Sunday Times

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results

We have invested over £17m in new facilities and offer a huge range of
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 95% of our
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com)

QUEEN ETHELBURGA'S COLLEGE
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England.

Tel: 08707 42 33 30
Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu

Easy to
get to by

road, rail & air.
10 minutes
from A1M
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Miscellaneous
WALL SHIELDS OF

ROYAL NAVY SHIPS
Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in

£28.95 + £1.50 UK Postage.
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)

specialist experience over 85 years

C.H.MUNDAY LTD
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road

St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627

email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk

Reynolds Sports
EMBROIDERED Sweaters, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, Caps & Badges

PRINTED T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets, Caps & Badges
and lots more - all from one supplier! MINIMUM QUANTITY ONLY 12

BFPO Tax Free Service - send far our full price list
12-13 Crofton Close, Allenby Business Village, Lincoln LN3 4NT

Tel: 01522 513333 Fax: 01522 530383
enquiries@reynolds-sports.co.uk www.reynolds-sports.co.uk

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

KUU. SI7.K & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHONE EOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA

TEL 020 79301979 FAX 020 79301152
e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

www.rdhmedals.com

EMBROIDERED
LEISUREWEAR

Wide range of quality garments.
Low minimum order.
Full colour brochure.

Caps & Printed garments supplied.
Free embroidery proof. No origination charge.

Embroidered Polos from UJIIIra, Sweats CH.IIIIeu.
T-shirts fS.OOea.

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP
48, Old Lane, Birkenshaw, Bradford,

BD11 2JX
Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524

www.bananamoon.co.uk

r-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—,
From own original paintings

Over 400 available
Print laminated with canvas texture film

to resemble an original oil painting
size 8"x16m for £35 plus P&P
For list please send SAE to:

SEART, 5 THE CHASE, 6OSPORT,
HANTS PO12 3TO

FLAGS & FLAGPOLES

9*n "*; HAND SEWN
NATIONAL

I FUGS & ENSIGNS.
Also Bunting, Handwaring & Table Flags.

And Economy 5ft \ 3ft Flags £7.99
[•'REE COLOUR KROCHUKE

FLAGS GLOBAL
Unit C6 Laser Quay. Medway City Est.

Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 297709

EMBROIDERED BADGES
CUMMERBUNDSJIES

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17,50
Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps

All made to order.
Ross Art Embroidery

7 Wall Road. Gwinear.
Hayle. Cornwall TR27 5HA.

Tel/Fax: O1736 85O724

To advertise your business call

023 9272 5062
023 9272 4226
023 9275 6951

Navy News
Own Products

If you are not satisfied with one of our
own products sold through this paper,
simply return it to us unused withml4

days and we will replace it free of
charge or issue a full refund

(including postage)
This guarantee does not affect your

statutory rights

Navy News
Notice To Readers

The publishers of Navy News cannot
accept responsibility for the accuracy
of any advertisement or for any loses
suffered by any readers as a result.

Readers are strongly recommended to
make their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commercial, legal and

financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally

binding agreement.

NAVY NEWS
ADVERTISING RATES
(excl.VAT) as effective from I st June 2002

DISPLAY
Full Page £2,235

Half Page £1,235

Quarter Page £699

S.c.c. (min 3 cm) £13.85

CLASSIFIED
Lineage 90p per word

Trade minimum 30wds.

For Sale, Minimum lOwds.

Box number £3

PENFRIENDS See details on pagelO

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details available on request.

Telephone: 023 9272 5062
Fax: 023 9283 0149

for a full Media Pack www.navynews.co.uk

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS,

VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL
SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH.

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723.

e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com

THE GOLD WIRE BADGE Co - Military Badge Specialist
GOLD WIRE BADGES-ALL SHIPS ETC El 1.00
WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS £24.00
STANDARD CARRIERS E30.00
STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER £35.00
GOLD CORDS 8FT FOR STD £2100
STANDARD CARRYING CASE £34.00
BRASS INSERTS £1400
WHITE COTTON GLOVES £5J»
WHITE MASONIC GLOVES WTTH LOGO E6JO
NAVY/BLACK BERETS 6 V-7'/, £7.50
ANY ASSN BERET BADGE £5.00
R.N. & NAVAL DIVISION TIES £11 00
R.N. BOW TIES £11 J»
BLACK CUP-ON TIES E5£0

Royal Marines Pith Helmets from £85.00
Officers Cap Badges £12.00
Gold Sword Knot £23.00
Leather Sword Bolls £70.00
Sword Bags £30.00

R.N. BUTTONS LARGE EI.60 SMALL £1.50
RJ4, RJU., RJA WALL PLAQUES rX6" £20.00
PACE STICKS reo.OO
W.R.N.S. STYLE HATS £2100
FRIDGE MAGNETS MOST SHIPS £2.00
KEY RINGS MOST SHIPS £1.50
STANDARD POLE BRASS FINIALS. R.N A, R.M. £2000
MOST ASSOCIATION STANDARDS * P&P £420X10
BRASS CAR GRILLE BADGE. UNA £12.00
STANDARD POLES £48.00

EMBROIDERED GARMENTS
WINTER BLOUSONS, BLACK, R.NA, R.M. £22-00
WHITE PILOT SHIRTS R.N-A-, RM. £13.40
SWEATSHIRTS R.NA, RM, NAVY, GREY, E15JO

SEND FOR FREE LIST

all prices include P&P
> I, Date/read Drive, Slaw, lanes. OL2 BJT

Tel/Fax: O17O6 846648
www.thegoldwtrebadge.co. uk

E-mail:- sales@thegoldwirebadge.co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL
SERVICE LTD

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting.
56 Broad Street, Side-moor. Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 SI I

Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 576798

MKDAI.S PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTKU COURT OR ORDINARY STYLE.
HII . I . Sl/.K RK1M.ACK.MKNT AND MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED.

MEDALS DISPLAYED. RIBBONS AND ACCESSORIES ALSO AVAILABLE.
SKND SAL FOR LATEST CATAIXK1UE

Order online using our secure website www.WorcmefJals.com
E-mail us at wms@worcmedals.com

'^Adventures,

SKYDIVING COURSES
IN FLORIDA

Freefall Adventures. Florida are happy to
] Courses for

beginner to advanced students in beautiful
Sebastian, Florida. Our Skydiving School is
British owned and operated. Located on the

east coast of Florida, this tropical paradise is a
great place for your skydiving vacation.
Come join us for extreme fun in the sun.

Contact us for further details

Freefall Adventures, Florida
*W W Airport Dnve. Sebastian. Florida 3295B. USA

Tel:(772l 388 OS50-Fax:(772) 581 4468 <
Email: skydiveMik@aol.com

. www.ffadventuras.com

No Waffle!
Quality Clothing at the Right Price.

Embroidered or Printed, Polo's,
T-shirts, Sweatshirts, Baseball Caps,
Sports Clothing, MotorSport Jackets,

Zippo Lighters, Glassware, Silverware,
Mugs, ID Badges etc.

We're your
'One Stop Promotional Shop'!!

Also available, Diego Garcia Crested
Clothing!

JoBlaine Mugs & Promotions
of Plymouth

Tel/Fax: 01758-316914
Mobile: 0790SSS2318

E-mail: sales@joblaine.co.uk
www.joblainepromotions.co.uk

GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES &
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS

(Select any ship or KA.A. Squadron etc.)

BERETS (SILK LIMED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS,
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, F. A.A. OR ASSOCIATION)

Should there be any item you require which is not shown, please contact us, and we
will endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the products in our portfolio.

Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give you
prices and quantity discounts upon application.

Military Matters
Burn Bank Ixidge, Burn Bank, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7LT
Tel: 01457 877010 Fax: 01457 878499 e-mail:military.matters@btopenworld.corn

HELENSBURGH
TROPHY CENTRE

Trophies * Gifts * Crystal
Labels * Badges * Name Plates

On-site Engraving
Signs & Awards

68 East Clyde Street
Helensburgh G84 7PG
Tel/Fax 01436 672974

Mob 07949 785172
www. he Icnsburghtroph yccnlrc.co.uk

1-mail: info@>hclenshurghtrophycenlrc.co.uk

11 EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL
This superb die-struck
commemorative medal
is available in Full Si/.e
& Miniature to all who

served in the Near
Middle & Far East.

Send s.a.e. for vour application form today.

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961
Bromsgrove, B61 SLA

iWANTEDf
H.M.S. Bell's

Name Boards &
Crests, Tread Plates
Thomas Kerrigan,

12 Summerhill North,
St Lukes, Cork IRL

00 353 214501573
s. Collector in UK monthly ,«

TIES, BADGES
& PLAQUES

By Mail Order
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/REGIMENTS/CLUB
HM Services and custom-made for Clubs,

Bands, Choirs, etc. Blazer buttons, medals,
ribbons & sundries

Please send SAE for lists
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane,

Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA
Tel/Fax: 01594832200

email: pam.lewis@totalise.co.uk
www.tneheraldiccompany.co.uk

the -=-

showcase
COMPANY

With three ranges, forty six standard sizes, and prkCT
from as little as £10 'The Showcase Company'™ o<fe%
•Three sizes of base moulding in four different colours
• Nine base finishes
• Rush bottoms, ball foot or arched foot base
• All glass, framed glass or shatterproof acrylic cases
• Choice of glass or mirrored back

'The Showcase Company'™ offers the following advantages:
• No witness marks on shatterproof acrylic cases
• Heavier gauge dian injection moulded cases
•Wider choice
• Any size of case made to order

For your brochure and price list contact us

www.dieshowcasecompany.co.uk
,, OM;M vnam

Or write to.
Unit 7 Marsh Mill.
Luck Lane, Marsh. Huddersfield HD3 4AB

Visit our website - www.theshowcasecompany.co.uk

HAND EMBROIDERED bullion
wire & silk thread badges for
Clubs/Associations. Send design for
sample and quote. Gemini Insignia
Company 4/477 Khawajgan, Gujrat,
Pakistan.
E-mail :tajammal@ hi.net.pk
(Agents Wanted).

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons,
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria.
£2.00 for list.
Cairncross (Dep. NN),
31, Belle Vue St., Filey, N. Yorks
YO149HU.
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk

VALENTINES GIFTS

Surprise someone special wim asurprise someone spe
"7 ~\ i
(Jalentine S/j
DELIVERED DIRECT - THROUGHOUT THE UK

£39.99
10 Gifts in OneT-P

1 BOTTLE OK CHAMPAGNE OR
SPARKLING WINE

2 x CHAMPAGNE DRINKING GLASSES
HAND MADE BELGIAN CHOCOLATES

LUXURY BATH & SHOWER CREAM
LUXURY BODY MOISTURISING LOTION

2 x SCENTED CANDLES
A SILK FLORAL DISPLAY

All beautifully Gift Wrapped in a Basket
uirh \<nir personalised message card.

visrr OUR WEBSITE.
/\/\ | II If II We have gifts for every occasion:-
T1" I WWW Birthdays, Anniversaries, Missing You etc.

Monday - Friday 10am-5pm

Tel: 01623

www.celebrationgifts.net

Joys Roses & Flowers
Sent to any address in U.K. & N.I. only.

To show you have your loved one in mind...
someone... somewhere is wailing to hear from you.

i.e. Congratulations - Birthdays - Anniversaries ~ Births — or to say I Love You

Bouquet - 12 Roses Red-Yellow-Pink plus Gyps & Ferns £14.00
Bouquet - 24 Roses Red-Yellow-Pink plus Gyps & Ferns £19.00
Bouquet - 30 Blooms inc. Roses & Mixed Flowers, Fern etc £18.50
Bouquet - 40 Freesia & Ferns £.15.00
Bouquet - 50 Blooms inc. Roses & Mixed Flowers, Fern etc £20.00

PLEASE NOTE VALENTINES DAY
INCLUSIVE OF 6th ~ 14th FEBRUARY

Bouquet of 12 Red Roses C20.00
Bouquet of 24 Red Roses OO.OO
Bouquet of Special Mixed 50 Blooms inc. Red Roses & Mixed Flowers

OO.OO
Bouquet of Special Mixed 30 Blooms inc. Red Roses & Mixed Flowers

£26.00
All C/Cs accepted plus Cheques/Postal Orders made out to;

JOYS ROSIiS & FLOWERS, Flamingo, Si. Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB

,Tel. No.:01481 246708 Fax. No.:01481 243406,

entines "Day, 'Birthdays, jHeti
Scmccm Special, 'Panic* etc

Gin wrapped
& delivered I - • • m *• m

(discreetly) direct / M .-• t mf I
to their door

Visit our website or call 01623 441000

www.surprisebaskets.co.
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ANIMAL MAD
As you can see we've
gone animal crackers
in Young Readers.
This month's pages
are all about the
animals that the
people in the Royal
Navy meet in their
travels right now and
in the past.
If there is something
you want to know
about, write to us at
the address above.

There is a story from
the late 1880s about a
llama who made a snack
of an admiral's stripes.
The llama lived on
board HMS Warspite,
and had been given to
the ship by a foreign
captain whose life the
llama had saved.
In his autobiography,
Lord Chatfield tells us
about a memorable
moment on board the
ship:
"One day we were
having daily prayers on
the quarterdeck at
9am.
The Admiral was
standing dressed in
f rockcoat and
epaulettes, as he was
just going to visit a
foreign man-of-war.
While we were singing
a hymn the llama
strolled aft through
the ship's company.
He had a curious,
dignified gait and an
enquiring look.
The Master-at-Arms
tried to shoo him away
in a reverent manner,
but he dodged him and
ran right aft until, to
everyone's horror, he
was behind the
Admiral.
Seeing the bright gold
epaulettes, which
appeared to him to be
some succulent yellow
fruit, he slowly
approached the
Admiral from behind.
The ship's company,
horrified, almost
stopped singing.
With his eyes glued to
his hymn card and
unaware of his danger
the Admiral stood his
ground until he felt a
sharp pull on his
shoulder.
The llama had taken a
huge bite and removed
several of the tassels
from his left epaulette.
The pastor speedily
pronounced the
Blessing..."

Head south
for animal
wilderness
These photos of animals
were all taken by the
ship's photographer of
HMS Endurance.
Endurance is the Royal
Navy's ice breaker ship
and each year she travels
down to the South Pole
to study the ice at the
bottom of the world.
The ship gets to visit
parts of the world that
other Navy ships rarely
see.
One of the big perks of
the trip is getting to see
all the wildlife
that live down in
the frozen
south.
A stint on
Endurance is a
great bonus for
Royal Navy
photographers,
who get to take
stunning
pictures of all
the birds and

beasts, plus the huge
icebergs that drift over
the polar sea.
LA (Phot) Phil Wareing is
the Navy's photographer
on the ice ship right now.
He has taken lots of
photos of animals like
seals and penguins.
If you were wondering
why there are no
pictures of polar bears,
that's because they live
at the North Pole.
That's why polar bears
can't eat penguins!

Pictures of
penguins, seals
and sea lions all
taken by LA
Phot Phil
Wareing, the
Royal Navy
photographer on
board
icebreaker HMS
Endurance

rw h p
V the ship's Logistics an

All sorts of
beasts in
Excellent zoo
i*!3> F

IMaval establishment HMS
Excellent on Whale Island in
Portsmouth has a long history
that involves all sorts of animals.
For 120 years, all sorts of
beasties were given a home in
Portsmouth when they were
brought back on Naval ships.
The 1930s was the busiest time
for Whale Island zoo, with lions,
monkeys, bears, deer, wallabies,
parrots plus a mixed assortment
of other animals.
The two polar bears in the
picture on the right ended up on
Whale Island after they were

given to the British
Consul in Norway in 1936.

authority - this represents
the instructors who teach at
HMS Excellent.
The original totem was
damaged by a bad storm in
1987 and was replaced by a
shorter version, nicknamed
'Son of Hosaqami', which
stands in the wardroom.
Pictures: HMS Excellent Museum

Now the only animals you can find
on Whale Island are a
thunderbird and a killer whale -
carved in wood.
These animals feature on a totem
pole called Hosaqami carved by
Canadian
Indians.
The killer
whale stands
for the sea;
the
thunderbird
is the
hunter; and
the man on
the bottom
is the
speaker
holding the
staff of

One of the lions who lived on Whale Island

is the 'pusser'? It's
another name for

the ship's Logistics and Supply Officer.

W I L D L I F E PARK
BROXBOURNE, HERTS

Normal Competition Rules apply, * age restrictions
apply on some experiences. Winners will be asked

to compile a pressgang report on the day.

MEMBERS ONLY COMPETITION
FEED THE ANIMALS!

We have 2 VIP Days at
Paradise Wildlife Park

for a family of 4, worth
£495.00 each to be won.

You will encounter many interesting and exotic animals and will
help to feed Meerkats, Red Pandas, Lemurs and our Lions and
Tigers!* You will also get the opportunity to meet our Camels,

Zebras, Birds of Prey, Snakes, Spiders (if you wish), and
Reindeer to name a few animals.

With refreshments for the day provided and photo opportunities
at every turn you will take away memories which will last a

lifetime.

For a chance to win this very special experience answer the
following questions and send your answers along with your

name, address, age and membership details to the usual
address or email.

1. What is the name of the Totem Pole kept at
Whale Island?

2. Where does Sunny the Parrot live on board
HMS Lancaster?

3. Name the only ship in the current Royal
Navy named after an animal?
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Where in the world...? Royal Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships
1 the last month. Here

/RFA Black Rover
Place: Acapulco
Country'- Mexico
What's it like: tropical coasts
with dry highlands and
mountains east and west

\Capital: Mexico City
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3S have been
travelling all around the world for
are a few of the places they have visited...

On this day:
2 February 1867:
Writer rating introduced
5 February 1902: First
dive by the Royal Navy's
first submarine
5 February 1990:
Decision announced in
House of Commons that
women could serve at

HMS Cardiff
Place: Dubai
Country: United Arab Emirates
What's it like: desert with
mountains in the east
Capital: Abu Dhabi

RFA Diligence
Place: Port of Singapore
Country: Singapore
What's it like: One large island
and 57 smaller ones
Capital: Singapore

does the Navy celebrate October 21? Because this is Trafalgar Night, named after the
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 when Admiral Nelson died defeating the French and Spanish.

Lancaster's last
of the mascots

and she lives in the
officer's wardroom.
As you can see in the
pictures, Sunny has a
bright red harness that
she wears when she goes
out and about on board
ship to help people in
their everyday jobs.

The only ship in the
Royal Navy that
still has an animal
mascot is the Type
23 frigate HMS
Lancaster.
Sunny
is an
African
grey

parrot

Ship names are
animal crackers

READERS CLUB
MEMBERS ONLY
COMPETITION
DESIGN US A

BIRTHDAY CARD/.'
We are looking tor a new birthday car* tor tfie Young Readers

Club and we would like one of you to design it.
He desift must be AS Size (Mfmm wide u* 210mm tM)

and feature 'Techno Cat'along with Me *»«, *„&„ a* Htme.
Tte more bright and colourful it it, the tetter.

ne tost'esitts willbeftMsMit the Young Headers pages and
tte witter will have Heir design made into e birthday card. Kit will

becute rte official Voung Headers Club birthday card and wiH be
sett to til Voung Readers Club members on their birthday fir Me

MfjKMfi

£ttries must be in by 28th February 2903 ltd should be sett
t» Me usual address. AII entries will receive a prize from

Me Young Readers Club goodie btf.'f
(We rtfret we aunt return any drawings sent it ft, His competition)

In the Navy there
are lots of ships
that have been
named after
animals.
There used to
be an HMS
Leopard and an
HMS Tiger to
name but two.
Right now there is
only the one ship
named after an
animal.
That is HMS
Roebuck, which
is a coastal
survey vessel
that travels
around the world
collecting chart
information.
This little ship is
the 17th to bear the
name and so has
the longest list
of battle
honours of any
ship in the Royal
Navy.

HERON

Two shore bases
still have the

names of animals.
Those are HMS

Heron, the
Royal Naval

Air Station at
Yeovilton and

HMS Seahawk
which is the Royal

Naval Air Station in
Culdrose.

Animals often
appear in the

badges of ships,
and some of

the squadrons
of aircrafts

have nicknames
that involve

animals.
The 'Flying Tigers'
is the name of 814

Squadron. They
used to fly Sea

King helicopters
that were
painted up

with the fierce
face of a snarling

tiger.

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
Katie Adams
William Arkesden
David Bell
James Blanchett
Ryan Bradley
Matthew Bragg
lain Broadley
Emily Broome
Keane Challoner
Thomas Coole
James Cox
Benjamin Davis
Amy Enright
Sophie Enright
Margaret Forbes
Jennifer Fox
Dan France
Emma Gevaux-Ross
Edward Goates
Daniel Graffham
Thomas Harding
Charlie Hayes
Chelsea Helliwell
John Holmes
Ross Hook
Madeleine How
Lucy Jackson
Harry Johnstone

Phillippa Keeble
Alexander Lang
Claire Legg
James Leggat
Jeremy Mackey
Mark MacNaught
Grace Lily Maycock
Matthew Miller
Robert Myers
Timothy Norton
Hannah Peters
Vanessa Pullen
Oliver Rees
Connor Reid
Robert Robertson
Mollie-Grace Rowe
Laura Scarborough
Ashley Smith
Guy Temple
Luke Thackham
Catherine Thackham
Mason Ward
Robert Wilson
Jade Wilson
Laura Wood
Sam Woolley
Lee Woolstan-Holmes

READERS CLUB
Join the Navy Hews young Readers Club and you witl receive a Goodie bag,
Royal Navy Baseball Cap, Mug, Membership card and exclusive membership
number, Birthday & Christmas Cards, Members only competitions, Exclusive

Haval Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much more!'

I Would like
_! Membership until my 16th birthday and to receive a free one year

subscription to Havy Hews (worth £20.50) for the price of £97.50
_l Membership for one year and to receive four copies of Havy Hews

for just £5.00

Name

Address

.Postcode

Tel No D.O.B.

E-mail address ...

School attended

Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for
the correct amount, made payable to NAVY NEWS:

'Young Readers Club' Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH

Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558
or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk

You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone
I ' by credit or debit cards (we accept payment by: Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch)

9 February 1937: First
flight of the Fleet Air
Arm's first monoplane,
the Blackburn Skua
10 February 1715: First
diving equipment
demonstrated in the
Thames and accepted
into service
10 February 1906: Built
in a year and a day, the
massive ship HMS
Dreadnought was
launched by King Edward
VII
14 February 1942: First
Royal Marines Commando
formed, now 40 Cdo RM
15 February 1968: First
British Polaris missile
fired
22 February 1862: First
officers commissioned in
Royal Naval Reserves
25 February 1966:
Minewarfare and
Clearance Diver Branch
formed
26 February 1935: First
British seaborne radar
tested

Horrors of
history
If you are interested
in the history of war,
tune in to the BBC on
January 27.
This is Holocaust
Memorial Day and the
BBC have planned a
whole schedule of
programmes to mark
the occasion.
The BBC's Newsround
programme will be
running a special series
of bulletins on the day
on BBC1 and CBBC.

NEXT MONTH
Next month our issue
will be all about sport
in the Navy.

Young
Readers
Club
Competition
Rules:
All Young Readers
Club competitions are
open to readers aged
16 or under, except
employees and their
families of Navy
News or any company
associated with the
competition. The
decision of the judge
is final.
Full competition rules
are available by
contacting us at the
usual address.
1 entry per person.
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Sea Cadets

Mantle deliver top service
with a
smile!
A MESSAGE from the Queen
was read at a dinner at the
Masonic Hall, Yeovil held by
Royal Naval Lodge No 2761
and their sponsored unit TS
Mantle VC.

Guests included the
Commanding Officer RN air
station Yeoviltpn Comm-
odore Bill Covington, the
Mayor and Mayoress of
Yeovil, Cllr and Mrs Julian
Freke - and so many serving
and retired officers of the
Royal Navy that the Hall was
bathed in 'gold'...

Through auction, raffle and
donations the evening raised
a total of £1,000.

• SERVICE WITH A SMILE:
TS Mantle VC cadets who
served the top table were
complimented on their
smartness and ability

FREE SERVICE
A Naval Charity for all ranks and rates
in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines.

A source of sound advice and sane
comment on most matters.

Provides help on personal finance,
resettlement and employment on
leaving.

If you ever thought:
'If only I could talk to

someone!'
and you can't find the right

someone, then talk to
the White Ensign Association

Contact:
The White Ensign Association,

HMS BELFAST, TooteySt London SE1 2JH
Phone 020 7407 8658 Fax 020 7357 6298

office@whiteensign.co.uk
www.whiteensign.co.uk

New
home
for
Mary-
Rose
bell
SHIP'S bell of the Mary-Rose
has been presented to TS
Mary-Rose at Basingstoke.

No, it wasn't the one from
the pride of Henry VIH's fleet,
which sank in the Solent in
1545 and was raised from the
seabed in 1982.

This one came from the
World War II minesweeper
and when the unit named the
four watches after Algerine
minesweepers Bramble,
Espiegle, Pluto and Pincher,
its owner, Cdr Derek
Edleston, was asked for a
photo of it.

He responded saying that
instead of waiting for the bell
in his will they could have it
now!

The Algerines Association
met up with him and took
charge of the bell, transporting
it to Basingstoke where, still
covered in anti-dazzle lacquer,
it was stripped and polished
before going on permanent
display.

• Latest in our past photos series shows 30 members of Kingston upon Thames unit TS
Steadfast, who in 1948 appeared as Naval cadets at Osbome in the film of Terence
Rattigan's play The Winslow Boy, made at Shepperton Studios. They were seen for
about ten seconds when star Robert Donat looked out of his office window... In the
foreground are unit Oil Lt A. Beale and the Commanding Officer, Lt Cdr J. Read.
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Sea Cadets

* <f

Nuts and
bolts stuff

LONDON Area cadets are seen here hard at work - and play! - at a Class 1 Marine
Engineering (Mechanical) course at Gannet Search and Rescue, Prestwick.

This is the third year in a row that London Area instructors have organised the course
there - and the next one's dates have already been booked.

Lt Cdr Donald Briggs, Superintendent of the Cadet Training Centre there, arranged vis-
its to Troon lifeboat where cadets had the chance to go out on exercise with the Arun
class vessel.

A trip in one of the SAR Sea King helicopters stationed at Gannet also went down well
with cadets and staff alike.

All the cadets, from Bromley, Sunbury & Walton, Orpington, Thurrock and Walton-on-
the Naze units, passed the course with flying colours.

• FIXED SMILES: A/Cs Calver and Parker enjoy their Sea King flight - honest!

• PAY ATTENTION: CPO(SCC) gives a class on the Enfield VS1 engine

• FINDING FAULT: A/C Smith works on an outboard engine with a problem

BAD TURN: PO(SCC) Twinn and MC1 Susans try to put life into a stubborn HO2

• LIFESAVER: Troon lifeboat crewman Andrew Limond explains the electronic chart system to A/C Parker (left) while engineer Callum Anderson demonstrates the engine controls
to A/C Calver, hanging on tight as the lifeboat manoeuvres
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Sport
Services
regatta
will be in
Solent
THE SERVICE Offshore
Regatta 2003 is to he held in
the Solent and English
Channel in May.

The event, to be organised by
the Army Sailing Association on
behalf of the Association of
Service Yacht Clubs, will be based
at the Joint Services Adventurous
Training Centre (JSASTC) in
Gosport.

The regatta aims to encourage
participation in Services offshore
sailing by giving the opportunity
for inter-Service competition,
raced individually and with repre-
sentative Service teams.

According to the outline pro-
gramme, the first day is set aside
for the assembly of crews and the
taking over of JSASTC yachts as
required.

This is followed on days two and
three by a scries of up to five short
inshore races in the Solent area for
the Household Division Yacht
Club's Princess Elizabeth
Challenge Cup and other prizes.

A prizegiving will be held on the
evening of the third day.

The fourth and fifth days see
the Services Offshore Race from
the Solent to Cherbourg, using a
variety of courses depending on
class, giving a race mileage of
between 100 and 150 miles.

There is no official return race
in the programme.

Prizegiving for this race
will be held in Cherbourg on
the sixth day, and the regat-
ta officially ends after the
prizes are distributed.
For the team competition, each

Service will be represented in the
Princess Elizabeth Challenge Cup
and the Services Offshore Race by
a team of three yachts - Sigma 38
(RN Sailing Association), Prima
38 (Army Sailing Association),
Bcneteau 36.7 (RAF Sailing
Association) and two Victoria 34s.

Team yachts may only be skip-
pered and manned by regular serv-
ing personnel.

However, individual entries to
the regatta are encouraged, and
vessels entered may be JSASTC
boats, yachts owned by Service
establishments, sailing associa-
tions or Service yacht clubs, or pri-
vately-owned yachts.

Crews may be found from serv-
ing or retired Service personnel
and their immediate families.
Officer Training Corps members,
University Service Bursary hold-
ers, current members of the
Reserve or civilians currently
employed in the Armed Forces.

Completed entry forms, decla-
rations and a copy of rating certifi-
cate, if applicable, should be sent
to the Secretary of the regatta by
April 30 together with entry fee.

Sailing instructions will be
issued on acceptance of the entry.

The Regatta Secretary is Maj
Adrian Pcry LD, ILSM 6 1LSST,
Birch 3a #3319, MOD Abbey
Wood, Bristol BS34 8JH, tel 0117
9132539, fax 0117 913 2961.

• Mne Kev 'The Baby-Faced Assassin' Green takes advice from Royal navy boxing coach Q Shillingford during last year's Inter-Services
Championships at HMS Nelson gymnasium

Injuries hit RN hopes
of championship title

ROYAL Navy boxing coach
POPT Q Shillingford is hav-
ing to make tactical deci-
sions in this year's first
round of the ABA National
Championships - and it
already looks a lost cause as
injuries have weakened the
squad.

With Scottish internationals
Mne Kev 'The Baby-Faced
Assassin' Green and Mne Jim
'The Thin Destroyer' Cusick
still recovering from broken
jaws sustained earlier in the
season, and Mne Dave 'The
Hurricane' Tang being eligible
for the Welsh Championships,
the Navy coach's approach to
this year's nationals is some-
what different.

Regrettably, the Navy's chances

. of winning the Inter-Service title
will be dashed before the event has
started, said Q.

Green and Cusick will be
entered into the Scottish
Championships in March, giving
their injuries longer to heal.

And as the weights have
changed in the amateur ranks, with
light middleweight and cruiser-
weight having been removed, Tang
will challenge for the Welsh title,
allowing OM 'Mac Attack'
Macdonald to compete for the
English version at the same catego-
ry of middleweight.

But there is better news on the
ratings front, where both new boys
to the team, OM Macdonald and
Mnc Stuart 'The Bull' Elwcll, have
been ranked nationally, adding to
the Navy's high standard in the
sport.

Another of the RNBA new stars
is OM Neil 'Bazooka' Suku. who

has come on leaps and bounds
since joining the Navy team and is
definitely one for the future.

The four boxers entering this
year's Inter-Services Champion-
ships will be Elwcll at welter-
weight, Macdonald at mid-
dleweight, Mnc Mick 'The Irish
Hammer' O'Connell (heavy-
weight) and Suku (super heavy-
weight).

The night should prove to
be a lively one, with all four
Navy men taking on the
Army champions, all of
whom have represented
their countries.
POPT Shillingford said: "The

lads have worked very hard in
preparation, from training to diet-
ing over Christmas and the New
Year.

"1 have full confidence in the
boxers who represent the Navy -

their commitment and dedication
to Navy sport is second to none.

"I am sure the Inter-Services
will be a very exciting and action-
packed evening of entertainment."

The Inter-Services Individual
Boxing Championships will be
staged at the gym of HMS Nelson
in Portsmouth on Thursday,
January 30, with doors open at
1830. Boxing commences at 1930.

Tickets at £5 can be obtained
from the HMS Nelson Main Gate.

Current English rankings: MA
Ahmed 'Sherc' Khan (flyweight)
9th; Mnc Green (lightweight) 5th;
Mnc Cusick (light welterweight)
6th; Mne Elwcll (welterweight)
6th; OM Macdonald (mid-
dleweight) l l th ; Mne Tang (mid-
dleweight) 12th; OM Tony 'H
Bomb' Hindlcy (cruiscnvcight)
3rd; Mnc O'Conncll (heavyweight)
3rd; OM Suku (super heavyweight)
l l t h .

Overseas
date gives
Sean his
chance
WITH the absence of the men's
current leader, the third round of
the South West United Services
League was set for a new winner.

Hosted by CTCRM at
Woodbury Common on a clear
and bright afternoon, the race was
missing Stuart Hall (Devon Fire
and Rescue), who was racing in
the Singapore Marathon.

And POPT Sean Childs
(BRNC) duly claimed his first win
of the season by the narrowest of
margins from Lt Tony Dunn
(RNAS Culdrosc) in a sprint bat-
tle to the finish.

WO Steve Payne (42 Cdo RM)
was third with Maj John Rye
(CTCRM) fourth.

BRNC took their first team win
of the season from CTCRM.

The ladies race was easily won
by the new South West Counties
champion Sharon Coyne (RNAS
Culdrose), who took a minute out
of second-placed Fit Lt Wendy
Houvenhagel (RAF St Mawgan),
with Lt Linda Lawrence (RNAS
Culdrose) in third.

RNAS Culdrosc again took the
ladies team win from BRNC in
second.

Round four was hosted a week
later by Cdo Logs RM at RMB
Chivenor.

The day of the races proved to
be extremely cold as temperatures
were close to freezing.

In the men's event Tony Dunn
gained revenge on Sean Childs by
taking his first win of the season.

Third place went to L/Cpl Brian
Cole (CTCRM), just ahead of Cpl
Gary Gerrard (Cdo Logs RM).

The men's team event saw a
fourth winner in four races as Cdo
Logs RM beat BRNC and
CTCRM into joint second.

Sharon Coyne took another
clear win from Wendy
Houvenhagel and Linda
Lawrence, while RNAS Culdrosc
again won the ladies team event.

With three rounds remaining the
tables are as follows: Tony Dunn
leads the men's league from Sean
Childs and Gary Coles (Devon Fire
and Rescue). The men's team title
is still up for grabs, with BRNC nar-
rowly leading CTCRM and Devon
Fire and Rescue.

The ladies' individual has
Sharon Coyne just ahead of
Wendy Houvenhagel, with RNAS
Culdrosc dominating the ladies'
team.

THE PROFILE of Royal
Navy and Royal Marines
rugby league has been
given another huge boost
by the award of the Royal
Marines Sportsman of the
Year trophy to Sgt Chris
Richards (UPTI CLR).

The award, known as the

Bristowe Trophy, was present-
ed to Chris at the RM Sports
Association AGM to mark his
outstanding achievements in
Royal Navy and Royal Marines
rugby league over the past
season.

The award caps a massive
season for Chris in the sport.

Besides leading the Royal

Sultan to host Rugby
League nines event

HMS SULTAN has been chosen to host the
expanded 2003 Rugby League Nines competi-
tion.

The competition has been extended this season to
20 teams, and for the first time both the Army and
RAF Rugby League Associations have been invited to
enter two teams in the competition.

Ships and units are all encouraged to enter teams of
a maximum of 15 players per squad.

The competition will be held on Wednesday May 7,
and for the second year in succession it is being organ-
ised and run on the day by LPT Mark Brocklesby.

Any team wishing to enter should contact Mark at
the SARC, HMS Sultan, for further details.

Although it is currently the closed season for rugby
league, the squad at HMS Sultan have not been idle,
and scored a memorable victory over the rugby union
counterparts in a special pre-Christmas challenge.

The match was played under league rules for the
first half, and union rules for the second period.

Organised by LPT Marv Jones, the rugby league
team, led by MEA Neil Chapman, won on the day by
an aggregate 46-5.

The first half saw the league players score a con-
vincing victory, overwhelming their union counter-
parts by 46-0.

The second half was a very tight affair, the union
side edging home by the only score of the half to take
a 5-0 result.

Navy rugby league team on the
field during their successful
tour of Australia, he coached
the Royals team to a second
consecutive victory in the 2002
Inter-Command competition.

The Royals left it late to
clinch their second successive
title, scoring the vital points in
the final minutes of the final
game against Fleet, topping
Portsmouth Command by just
a single point after an exciting
tournament at HMS Dryad in
the summer.

Chris is also a member of the
civilian side Gloucester
Warriors in the TotalRL.com
Conference, and as a result of
his performances throughout
the season was selected to
represent England in the ama-
teur home international tourna-
ment.

The amateur authorities also
recognised Chris's contribution
over the season by awarding
him the Conference Player of
the Year award at the end of
the 2002 season.

The Bristowe Trophy is
named after Col F.H. Bristowe,
who inaugurated the award on
his retirement from the Corps. i Sgt Chris Richards
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Snort
RN seeks
mascot for
match at
Twickers
THE ROYAL Navy Rugby
Union is on the look-out for a
mascot to lead the Dark Blues
out in the biggest Services
rugby fixture of the season.

The Navy take on the Army at
Twickenham on Saturday May 3,
and the Navy mascot for the day
will again be selected through a
competition.

The lucky winner wil l , with his
or her parents, he invited to join
the Royal Navy squad.

Mum and Dad wil l be invited to
lunch in the Royal Navy box, and
the mascot will spend time with
the team talking tactics.

The chosen mascot, kitted out
in full RN kit, will then lead the
Navy players out on to the hal-
lowed turf of Rugby Union
Headquarters.

Team photos, featuring the mas-
cot, will be taken before the 1500
kick-off, and during the game the
mascot will sit on the Navy bench,
running on to the pitch with water
for the players during breaks in
the play.

Last year's game attracted
42,000 spectators, and it is hoped
to surpass that figure this year.

Any youngster, interested in
rugby or not, is eligible between
the ages of eight and 12.

The question you need to
answer correctly to have a chance
of going into the hat for this prize
is:

Who won the Army v Navy
game of 2002?

Answers on a postcard, with
your own name, age and contact
details, to: Lt Cdr Charlie Neve,
Room 119, West battery, Whale
Island, Portsmouth PO2 8DX.

Answers must be received
before Friday April 4. Good luck!

Everest
trip launch
is planned
THE official launch of the Senior
Service's first assault on Mount
Everest is due to be held in
London early this month.

The Royal Navy and Royal
Marines Everest North Ridge
Expedition 2003 is one of the most
ambitious mountaineering trips
planned hy the Navy, and if all
goes well, the team should con-
quer what is regarded as a very
steep and technically-demanding
route.

The North East Ridge provides
a sting in the tail, where the
approach to the summit is made
across an exposed ridge at more
than 28,000ft, batt l ing all the
rigours of wind, cold and high alt i-
tude.

In addition to the main two-
month expedition, which involves
ten Service climbers and four high-
a l t i tude porters, three support
treks will offer more than 50 men
and women from the Naval
Service a chance to undertake a
16-day venture through spectacu-
lar country from Kathmandu in
Nepal to the Tibetan Everest Base
Camp at 5,200 metres.

Cricket course
AN ECB Level 2 coaching course
wil l be held at HMS Tcmeraire on
April 2-5.

The course will be conducted by
the Combined Services Cricket
Coaches Association and is open
to Service EB Level 1 qualified
coaches.

Sui tably-qual i f ied personnel
wishing to attend the course arc
requested to contact the Royal
Navy Cricket Club Secretary, Lt
Cdr David Cookc, on 9380 ext
23741 for fur ther details.

Carrier forges link
with Leeds United

A DOZEN members of the
ship's company of HMS Ark
Royal made the trip to Elland
Road during the aircraft carri-
er's Christmas leave to pick up
a new set of football kit.

Most of the 12 were from the
Leeds area, and United sup-
porters as well, so they made
the most of the chance to take
in a Premiership match against
Southampton at the same time.

The group - one lieutenant,
three senior rates and eight
junior rates, including three
women - met a number of
Leeds players and the United
chairman, Peter Ridsdale, who
presented the 15 Leeds United
first team football strips and 17
female polo shirts for the Ark's
female sports teams.

Lt Shaun Quinn presented
Mr Ridsdale with a snip's crest
and a framed print of the carri-
er signed by her Commanding
Officer, Capt Alan Massey.

The sailors were introduced
to the 38,500 crowd just before
the kick-off, and Lt Quinn was
interviewed on the pitch over
the Elland Road public address
system.

Those who visited the club
hope it marks the start of a
long and successful affiliation
with Leeds United, as the carri-
er already has strong links with
the City of Leeds.

The football strip will be
used by the carrier's team
when it plays matches at home
and abroad.

Highs and lows for
endurance athletes

THE SECOND half of the season
has brought highs and lows for the
RN Triathlon team.

The Inter-Service Standard
Distance Championships (1500m
open water swim, 40km bike and
10km run) was hosted hy the RAF
at Tallington Lakes.

It was going to be a difficult time
for the Navy Elite team, as four of
their top athletes were sidelined
through injury and illness, includ-
ing defending men's champion Cpl
Gary Gerrard (Cdo Logs RM).

Sgt Mark Goodridgc (42 Cdo
RM) was the strongest of the Navy
Elite team in tenth.

In the ladies' event current
champion PO Vicki Norton was
not at her healthiest and lost the
title to Sgt Sonja Hurst (Army)
over the last 4km to finish runner-

There was some consolation as
the men's veteran team reclaimed
the title that has eluded them for a
couple of years with good individ-
ual efforts from CPO Eamonn
Masson (HMS Sultan) and Mne
Joe Kerrigan (RM Stonchouse).

The Inter-Services Long
Distance Championships (1900m
open water swim, 9()km bike and
21km run) was held in conjunction
with the Half-Ironman UK at
Llanberis, North Wales.

The harsh wind and rain added
to the long distance, and undulat-
ing Snowdonia course proved to be
a real challenge to the hardiest of
endurance athletes, but this did not
deter the Senior Service, who went
one better than in the previous
year to take the team title from last
year's winners the RAF.

This was matched by good per-

formances from Mark Goodridge,
third in the men's Inter-Services
competition, and Vicki Norton,
who easily defended her ladies'
title and in the process finished
seventh elite female from the main
HIMUK race - quite an achieve-
ment, considering the calibre of
international triathletes on show.

Navy Number One and current
Combined Services sportsman of
the year Gary Gcrrard still man-
aged to have a great season when
he represented GB in the World
Duathlon Age Group champi-
onships in Georgia, USA, where he
won silver in the 35-39 category.
Three weeks later he finished sixth
in the World Triathlon Age Group
championship in Cancun, Mexico.

Ironman specialist and 2002 RM
Sportsman of the year, Sgt Mike
Beaton (CTCRM), represented

• Visitors from HMS Ark Royal, with Leeds United tour manager
Peter Lockwood, are introduced to the crowd at Elland Road
before the match against Southampton picture: vaney Picture Agency

Venturers
seek Bounty
A TEAM of Royal Navy and
Royal Marines divers has set off
for the isolated Pitcairn Island in
the Pacific, where they hope to
find evidence of the mutineers
from the Bounty.

Exercise Bounty Bay will sec the
team of more than 20 live on the
South Pacific island for around a
month, carrying out scientific
research on the wildlife around its
coastline and updating charts
which were first mapped out in the
19th century.

They also plan to dive on the
Bounty, deliberately wrecked by
mutineers led by Fletcher
Christian after they had wrested
control from her much-maligned
commanding officer William
Bligh.

The majority of the Pitcairn
Islanders arc descended from the
original mutineers, who made
their way across the Pacific via
Tahiti.

Spanish option
for cyclists
PLANS have been made for the
Royal Navy and Royal Marines
Cycling Association to conduct a
warm weather training camp in
Spain during March.

The camp, based near
Benidorm, will he for up to 14 per-
sonnel, and will be run on three
separate weeks for volunteers, be
it racing or aspiring race members
of the Association.

Personal contributions will be in
the order of £210 to £260.

Anybody interested should con-
tact CPO Blagg on 93255 ext 4407.

Great Britain in the World Long
Triathlon Distance championships
(4km open water swim, 120km hike
and 30km run) in Nice, France,
where he finished 43rd in the 30-34
category.

Closer to home POPT Scan
Childs (BRNC) was selected to
represent Wales where he finished
f i f th in the Home Nations
Duathlon Championships at
Skelmersdale.

Throughout the season, other
athletes put in strong perfor-
mances abroad and around the
UK, included CPO Jason Sawyer
(HMS Heron), CPO Craig Spring
(HMS Nelson), Musn Phil Sykes
(RM Band Portsmouth) and L/D
Billy Holman (HMS Hurworth).

The AGM will take place in con-
junction with the first training
weekend at HMS Temeraire.
Training weekends are confirmed
and will take place under the
supervision of team coach Stuart
Dinwoodic as follows: January 25-
2(> (HMS Temcrairc), February 22-
23 (CTCRM) and March 29-30
(RNAS Yeovilton)

Further information regarding
Triathlon in the Royal Navy is
available from POPT Scan Childs
on 93749 ext 7185 or 7186.

• From left: Cpl Lee Norris, CPO John Utley, Sandal Rugby Union Club president Henry Eberett, and
Club captain Gary Swift Picture: Wakefield Express

Sponsorship deal signed
A RUGBY team in West Yorkshire is proudly
playing in new strip thanks to a sponsorship deal
with the Royal Navy.

CPO Careers Adviser John Utley and Cpl Lee
Norris officially handed over the playing strip to
Sandal Rugby Union Club on the occasion of the
club's 20th annual reunion lunch and in its 75th
anniversary year.

Cpl Norris, who like CPO Utley works at the
Armed Forces Careers Office in Leeds, is a reg-

ular first team player for Sandal, who play in the
Powergen North League Division One. and the
Royal Marine took up the challenge when the
club were discussing sponsorship.

A three-year deal was secured through the
Directorate of Naval Recruiting, which is hoped
will boost interest at the Leeds Careers Office.

Before the afternoon match, CPO Utley and
Cpl Norris were entertained at the club lun-
cheon.
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HEADS
TASK

FORCE
TO MED

• From page one
with more destroyers, landing
ships and mine countermeasures
vessels, as well as two Royal
Marines Commandos (40 Cdo and
42 Cdo) and 3 Commando
Brigade headquarters, the exercis-
es to he undertaken in the
Mediterranean mean that the
group will have a much wider
range of capabilities should it be
called upon to undertake opera-
tions in the Gulf.

Ark Royal herself sailed with
around 100 Royal Marines on
board, and has been configured as
a helicopter carrier, in much the
same way that Capt Massey's for-
mer command, HMS Illustrious,
was reconfigured while at sea dur-
ing operations against the Taliban
in Afghanistan last year.

Ark sailed first for Scotland to
load supplies, then headed back to
the South-Wcst Approaches where
other elements of the extended
group were due to meet her before
they sailed into the
Mediterranean.

Destroyers HMS York, HMS
Edinburgh and HMS Liverpool
sailed from Portsmouth shortly
after the carrier, while Type 23
frigate HMS Marlborough was
expected to sail as Navy News
went to press.

Mine countcrmcasurcs vessels
HMS Grimsby and HMS Lcdbury
are also included in the new-look
task group.

HMS Ocean left Devonport a
day after aviation training ship
RFA Argus and landing ships Sir
Percivale, Sir Galahad and Sir
Tristram sailed from Southampton
Water.

Also involved in the task
group are supply ships
RFAs Fort Victoria, Fort
Austin and Fort Rosalie,
while tankers RFA
Orangeleaf and RFA
Oakleaf were already in the
Mediterranean.
The newly-constituted task

group was announced in the
House of Commons by Defence
Minister Geoff Hoon at the same
time as he announced the precau-
tionary call-out of a number of
Reservists, giving them time to
train, equip and get their affairs in
order before they may be needed.

Mr Hoon emphasised that oper-
ations against Iraq arc by no
means inevitable, but that such
preparations were necessary to
underpin the continuing diplomat-
ic efforts to secure l u l l Iraqi com-
pliance with United Nations reso-
lu t ions on weapons of mass
destruction.

He said that details of numbers
and possible roles would depend
on how contingency plans took
shape, but he believed that
sufficient notices would be sent
out initially to secure some 1,500
Reservists.

Mr Hoon said that "the Task
Group will conduct training in the
Mediterranean with a view to
proceeding to the Gulf region if
and as required," but that these
preparations were not necessarily
a prelude to war.

"The objective is to ensure the
readiness of a broad range of
military capabilities," he said.

"Preparatory steps of th is
nature are necessary in order to
keep mili tary options open. It is
likely that we will want to make
fur ther deployments in the coming
weeks for this same purpose."
• More pictures page 4
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Last RNAS pilot
dies at 106

ASTONISHINGLY, a man believed to have been the
last surviving fighter pilot of World War I lived into
the centenary year of powered flight.

Henry Botterell, who died in Toronto on January 3 at 106,
was certainly the last surviving Royal Naval Air Service pilot
from 1914-18.

His single outstanding performance - and sole 'kill' - was
a balloon he shot down near Arras on August 29,1918. This
was a much more impressive - and courageous - effort than
it sounds.

Botterell had seen the balloon, used for artillery spotting,
on his way to bomb the railway station at Vitry. On the way
back he discovered its ground crew hastily winching it
down, but managed in time to fire into it some 400 rounds
from his Vickers machine-guns and set it on fire.

Its observer also had time to parachute out of his basket
- and he received a reassuring wave from Botterell as he
headed for home, nearly out of fuel.

Shooting down balloons in fact counted as genuine 'kills'
since they were usually heavily defended by anti-aircraft
batteries - and since the gunners knew the exact height of
the balloons, they could put up a pretty accurate fire against
incoming aeroplanes.

Botterell travelled form his native Canada to join the
RNAS, shortly after his older brother was killed in the
trenches.

On his second operational flight in a Sopwith Pup, he
stalled just after take off at Dunkirk, crashed the aircraft,
broke his leg and gashed his head.

After six months in hospital he was invalided out of the
RNAS - but managed to requalify at Mansion and went back
to France with 208 Sqn, RAF.

An intense period of operations saw him fly 91 sorties in
60 days, a total of 251 combat hours including seven dog-
fights, from each of which he returned with bullet holes or
flack damage to his aircraft. He crashed and overturned in a
new Camel - but was able to play rugby the following day.

During World War he was OC of an air cadet squadron at
Lachine, Quebec.

In 1999 he was guest of honour at a dinner to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Henry Botterell's wife Maud, whom he married in 1929,
died in 1983. He is survived by a son and a daughter. His
sister Edith - who was a year older than him - died last
September.

J Lt Cdr Charles 'Pat' Kingsmill, DSO, a Fairey Swordfish
pilot who was one of only five survivors of the Channel Dash
attack on the Scharnhorst on February 12, 1942, died on
January 1 aged 82.

NAAFI makes
£500,000 - and
Navy gets a cut

9"770028"167085'

NAAFI has announced a profit
year.

This was achieved as the result
of "a number of positive actions
to improve the company's perfor-
mance", including reducing opera-
tional costs by £10.6m, reducing
cost of sales by £5.6m and increas-
ing income from joint ventures.

Work was also carried out on a
strategic review of the business
expected to reflect a f u r t h e r
improvement in performance.

Said new Chief Executive Chris
Reilly: "The nature of the Armed
Forces means that NAAFI faces an
increasingly challenging business
environment. We arc confident
that the changes we have made will
provide a profitable future for the
company and for the Armed
Forces who benefit from NAAFI's
welfare dividend."

NAAFI - established in 1921 as
the Navy, Army and Air Force
Inst i tutes - provides leisure and
retail services to the British Armed
Forces and their families stationed
in the UK, Germany and Cyprus,
and its Naval Canteen Service
(NCS) provides leisure and shop
facilities in a number of RN war-

of £500,000 for the past financial

ships. NAAFI also supplies films
for ships and submarines.

Its Expeditionary Force
Inst i tu te (EFI) does the same job
in theatres of military operations,
inc lud ing Afghanis tan, Sierra
Leone and Kosovo, and on major
exercises such as Saif Sarcca in
2001.

NAAFI also ploughs a welfare
dividend back into the three
Services, based on a formula which
takes into account the size of each
Service and its contribution to the
profit by usage.

The Navy's latest cut was
£92,016 - an important
source of funding for
welfare services and sports
sponsorship.

Said Chris Reilly: "I am delight-
ed that NAAFI is now able to
return this money to the Royal
Navy as a result of their use of
NAAFI and the NCS both at home
and at sea. The welfare dividend
has always been a valuable source
of income to individual units."

Cool cat!
• ONE of HMS Endurance's pair of Lynx helicopters
hovers under a spectacular ice arch in the Southern
Ocean - see Ship of the Month, p5

Queen to present
new Navy Colour
THE QUEEN will present a new Colour to the Royal Navy at a Fleet Assembly off Plymouth on
July 23.

Planning is underway for the
presentation ceremony to take
place on board an RN ship inon board an RN
Plymouth Sound, with the Hoe
providing a spectacular viewing
point and back-drop to the historic
event. There will also be a sail
past.

C-in-C Fleet Admira l Sir
Jonathon Band said: "It wi l l be a
huge honour for the Fleet to
receive the Colour from Her
Majesty and we are all very much
looking forward to the event."

Colours have become the
symbol of the spirit of
a Service, Corps or
Regiment. The Queen has
approved the use by the RN
of Colours known as The
Queen's Colour, a double
folded silk White Ensign.

It measures 44x36in wi th a
crown and Royal Cypher embod-
ied with yard-long gold and blue
silk cord and gold tassels. Unl ike
the Colours of the Army, which
carry battle honours and vary in
design from regiment to regiment,
the Queen's Colours of the Royal
Navy do not vary.

There have only been two previ-
ous presentations, the first by King
George V in I92f> and the second,
by the Queen, in l%9.

The Colours arc consecrated
before and after service. The old
Colour wi l l be laid up following a
special ceremony at St Nicholas
Church, HMS Drake. Plymouth
on July 24.

RUGBY UNION
ARMY v NAVY
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