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Endurance
has rare
Christmas
at home
ICE patrol ship HMS Endurance
conducts full-power trials off
the Isle of Wight after emerging
from an extensive refit.

The work delayed her autumn
departure for the Antarctic
where normally she spends the
polar summer conducting sur-
veys and research.

She will now depart from her
home base of Portsmouth early
in January, giving her ship's
company a rare spell at home
for Christmas and the New Year.
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New system of
job weighting
delayed a year
THE BIGGEST shake-up in Armed
Forces pay for almost 30 years has
had to be postponed for 12 months
due to complexities in implementing
a new computerised system for all
three Services.

When the new plan - Pay 2000 - was
announced a year ago, it was expected to be up
and running from April 1 this year. Now it will
not be brought in unt i l April 1 next year.

A spokesman for Director Naval Service Conditions
told Navy News: "The delay is disappointing, not least
because many people have high expectations of Pay
2000, hut the Armed Forces need to ensure that all
personnel will be paid accurately and on time."

He said the postponement had nothing to do with
the so-called Millennium Bug. It had been decided
that the only way to ensure full confidence in the
new system and its delivery was to allow a further
12 months for testing.
"It is very important that the delivery of individuals' pay is

not put at risk and we cannot afford to get things wrong."
In the meantime the present pay system will be operated,

with the Armed Forces Pay Review Body making their rec-
ommendations for this year's April pay award in exactly the
same way as before.

Details of Pay 2000 were announced by Wow News a year
ago, including introduction of job evaluation which is intend-
ed to link skills and pay more closely.

Although the plans have not been welcomed universally
throughout the Services, they are intended to provide greater
fairness and flexibility and to weigh-up job values in terms of
knowledge, experience, complexity, use of resources and

• Turn to back page

TODAY'S BETTER NAVY p 18-19 • HURRICANE RESCUE p12 • LETTERS p6-7 • SPORT p34-35



2 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2000

Top sculptor on line to honour Enigma sailor
A NAVAL rating who died while
recovering vital Enigma codes
from a sinking U-boat could be

duced by one of the world's most
famous living sculptors.

AB Colin Grazier, who was award-
ed a posthumous George Cross for
his gallantry in 1942, will be the main
subject of the memorial in his home
town of Tamworth. It is hoped that
the creator of the Queen's Jubilee
Fountain, Walenty Pytel, can be com-

missioned for the work.
Leading the campaign to erect the

memorial is the town's newspaper,
\\np.Tamworth Herald, assisted hv oth-
ers including Navy News. So far,
£8,000 has been raised, and the
appeal has attracted international
interest.

Mr Pytel has submitted five sketch-
es, one of which has been chosen by
the Colin Grazier Memorial
Committee. It is planned that the
work will take the form of a water
fountain and will commemorate the

two other people who, with Grazier,
boarded the U-boat from the destroy-
er HMS Petard.

Thev were Lt Antonv Fasson. who
died with Grazier, and Naafi canteen
assistant Tommy Brown, who was
killed in bombing later in the war.

The Herald is also campaigning to
persuade the Imperial War Museum
to mount a permanent display to
reflect the three men's enormous
contribution to victory in World War
II.

Phil Shanahan, Deputy Editor of

the Herald, and chairman of the Colin
Grazier Memorial Committee, said it
was estimated that recovery of the

shipping during the the first few
months of 1943 alone - and that it led
that year to the turn of the tide in the
Battle of the Atlantic without which
D-Day may have been postponed as
long as two years.

Mr Shanahan said: "I have empha-
sised all the above points to the
museum and told them I will keep
banging the drum for these men as

they have constantly been deprived
of the recognition they so obviously
deserve.

the most important war heroes ever,
but sadly also the most unsung."

• Those wishing to contribute to
the Tamworth memorial appeal
should make cheques payable to The
Colin Grazier Memorial Fund, and
address them to The Colin Grazier
Memorial Appeal, Ventura Park Road,
Bitterscote, Tamworth, Staffs., B78
3LZ.

FRENCH WARSHIP TO " t o
JOIN UK WORLD TRIP
FRANCE'S newest war-
ship will join a Royal
Navy world deployment
this year in what is
believed to be an un-
precedented move.

The newly commissioned
stealth frigate Aconit will be
included in a group of Royal
Navy frigates and destroyers
due to leave UK in the spring.

Announcement of the plan fol-
lows the annual report to
Ministers covering Franco-British
naval co-operation. It was signed
in Paris by the First Sea Lord,
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, and
his French counterpart, Admiral
Jean-Luc Delaunay, immediately
before the Heads of State Summit
on November 25.

The report reflected lev-
els of peacetime co-opera-
tion that had never before
been experienced between
Western Europe's two
largest navies.

Last year was marked by the
integration of the Type 23 frigates
HM ships Somerset and Grafton
into the French carrier task group
during FS Foch's strike operations
in the Kosovo campaign.

This year will see continued
activity by the 20 working groups
under the auspices of the bilateral
agreement signed at St Malo in
1998.

And on the same day as the
summit, Defence Secretary Geoff
Hoon signed a logistics agreement
with his French counterpart, Alain
Richard. The pact allows both
countries to share vital resources.

Mr Hoon said: "Using each
other's strategic air. sea and land
transport assets means getting into
a crisis quicker. Sharing our fuel
and food gives us greater staying
power."

We did not need Cold War
armies, but flexible, efficient and
effective forces to meet tomor-
row's challenges.

"Our defence capabi l i t ies
should match our size and eco-
nomic weight, not lag behind," he
said. The new agreement pio-
neered a more s t reamlined
European pillar of NATO.

"The total defence budget of
Europe is estimated at over £100
bil l ion. With more effective armed
forces, European nations would be
able to make a more substantial
contribution."

845 SQUADRON'S ROUND-THE-CLOCK COVER IN BOSNIA

THIRTY-FIVE members of 845 Naval
Air Squadron were providing round-
the-clock helicopter support to the
British-led Multi-National Division in
Bosnia at Christmas.

The squadron, the longest-serving of
any nation's unit deployed to the
Balkans, has two Sea King Mk 4 heli-
copters - one based at Split at Croatia
and the other at the Multi-National
Hospital at Sipovo, central Bosnia.

The winter has closed in on Isolated
Sipovo, presenting testing flying condi-
tions. Fresh snowfalls have closed many
roads, making the squadron's task even
more valuable.

One of the pilots, Lt Adam Jones, said:
"Due to the weather - mainly snow and
low cloud - we have to do a lot of low fly-
ing. Most of the time we can't fly on direct
routes, so it takes a lot of time to get to

Christmas
Day in the
front line

places just around the corner."
Primary tasks for the unit are providing

a stand-by aircraft which can deploy to
any part of Bosnia within 45 minutes to
lift medical or explosive disposal teams
to the scene of an emergency, and to

evacuate any casualties.
For squadron members, the routine on

Christmas Day was to be just like any
other - except that ratings were to be
served lunch by the officers and that
phonecalls were being made to loved
ones at home.

The Squadron, currently under the
command of Lt Cdr David Key, has pro-
vided a continuous supply of personnel
for its Bosnia deployment for seven
years, and now has some of the most
operationally experienced aircrew who
have flown hundreds of sorties in all con-
ditions.

LAEM Nathan Rusden said: "I think we
are very much a 'can do' squadron. We
get the job done, and I think that the
Army and RAF appreciate that - that's
probably why we're the longest serving
unit in Bosnia."

BIRMINGHAM has been picked
as the home of the new Armed
Forces Centre for Medicine.

The University Hospital
Birmingham NHS Trust was cho-
sen from among 18 bids for the
centre of excellence. That list was
narrowed down to a shortlist of
three which included Newcastle
NHS Trust and Guy's and St
Thomas's, London.

The centre will be an important
element of the Ministry of
Defence's new strategy for its
Medical Services, announced just
over a year ago.

It will provide the focus for mil-
itary medical research, encourage
recruitment and retention and
give dedicated training of the
highest quality to military medical
personnel.

Announcing the decision,
Armed Force Minister John
Spellar said rigorous evaluation
had found that Birmingham's bid
met MOD'S requirements most
effectively.

Formal agreement is due by
April 1 with the centre opening 12
months later.

• A £50,000 project to cata-
logue the Royal Hospital Haslar's
collection of medical textbooks
looks set to go ahead. The
Ministry of Defence wants to link
the library - located at the
Institute of Naval Medicine,
Alverstoke - with the Admiralty
Library in London, and to
Gosport's naval collection.

MOD is asking Hampshire
County Council for a £15,000 her-
itage grant towards the work
which is expected to take two
years.

Old buildings
at Daedalus
may be listed
BUILDINGS at the former RN
air station HMS Daedalus may be
listed as a result of a national
study by English Heritage.

Recommendations for listing
are expected this year and propos-
als to list the Daedalus buildings
at Lee-on-Solent are being
backed by Hampshire County
Council's defence heritage and
tourism panel.

The site is seen as the most
complete historic seaplane base
left in Bri ta in.

Princess to atten
sea conference

J Tickets on sale for 'spectacular' tattoo
NAVAL strategic and defence
issues will be prominent in a
three-day conference entitled
Seapower at the Millennium to
be held at Portsmouth
Guildhall on January 12-14.

The conference will be intro-
duced by the First Sea Lord,
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, and
the speakers will include Rear
Admiral Jonathon Band, broad-
caster and journalist Libby Purves,
and the former Editor of Lloyd's

List. Michael Grey.
The keynote address will be

given by the Deputy Prime
Minister, John Prescott, and the
first day's events will be attended
by the Princess Royal,

Full, academic and student con-
ference fees are respectively £190,
£100 and £40. Those wishing to
attend should contact the
Conference Secretary, The RN
Museum, HM Naval Base (PP66),
Portsmouth, PO1 3NH (tel. 2392
727569).

TICKETS for the Royal Military Tattoo
2000 are now on sale, and Defence
Secretary Geoff Hoon predicts that it will
be a "truly spectactular showcase" for the
men and women of the Armed Forces.

Announcing the launch of the ticket office for
'RMT 2000', Mr Hoon said the tattoo, the
Ministry of Defence's celebratory event for the
Millennium, will reflect the role of the Services.
"I am sure that this unique event will be popu-
lar with the British public," he said.

The two-hour show, seen as replacing the
Royal Tournament, will look at key events in
Britain's military history and provide a glimpse
into the future.

Six performances will be held in Horse
Guards Parade, London from July 10-15. They
will include imaginative staging, state-of-the-art
technology, pageantry, son-et-lumiere, lasers,
fireworks and the world's largest mobile video
screen. The Queen has been invited to take the
salute at one of the performances.

The tattoo will involve hundreds of Service
people and is planned as a fast-moving, non-
stop show including freefall parachutists from
the Navy and Royal Marines, the Parachute
Regiment and the RAF Falcons.

The Red Arrows aerobatic team and Navy
aircraft will take part in each performance, and
for the first time the King's Troop, Royal Horse
Artilllery, will perform their musical drive on

Horse Guards Parade. Bands will include those
of the Royal Marines.

Ticket prices range from £20 to £50, with con-
cessions for Service people and their families at
the preview evening on July 9. Tickets for that
will be £6 and £10 and will be available from
March 1.

The three Service charities benefiting
from the proceeds includes King
George's Fund for Sailors.

Tickets can be ordered on 0870 241 0301 and
other information is available on 09068 122953
(website - www.rml2000.mod.uk, and e-mail -
enquiries@rmt200.mod.uk).
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NOTICE FOR ALL
NOTICE to leave the Navy has been slashed to 12 months - and it's the
same for officers and ratings alike.
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Wettern
Awards

OUTSTANDING work in
furthering the image of the
Navy in the Gulf and the
Adriatic has won HMS
Invincible the Desmond
Wettern Fleet Award.

Rear Admiral Ian Forbes
presented the Award - a
crystal decanter mounted
on a plinth of oak from
Nelson's flagship HMS
Victory - to the carrier's
commanding officer, Capt
R. A. I. McLean.

The citation read: "The
ship's participation in
media facilities during her
Gulf deployment, handling
incessant media demands
and offering windows of
opportunity, was followed
by a high profile during
NATO's Kosovo campaign.
The heavy demands on
her public relations staff
were met in a sleek, proac-
tive and highly profession-
al mannner."

Close runners-up were
the submarine HMS
Splendid for her cruise
missile footage and HMS
Ocean and Sheffield with
45 Cdo RM for their work
in Honduras and
Nicaragua following
Hurricane Mitch).

Earlier, the complimen-
tary Desmond Wettern
Maritime Media Award was
made to broadcaster and
novelist Libby Purves.
J See Newsview, page 16

The new notice period is
said to be the minimum need-
ed to maintain operational
capability and meet the
requirements of the Royal
Navy and the aspirations of
individuals. (See centre pages).

It means a reduction of six
months for ratings and three
months for officers. Originally
sailors had to give 18 months
notice before they could leave the
Navy and officers 15 months.

In announcing the change,
Armed Forces Minister John
Spellar said: "A common notice
period of 12 months will be offered
for officers, RN ratings and RM
Other Ranks who wish to leave the
Naval Service from June 1, 2000.
This will represent a significant
improvement to the terms of ser-
vice of personnel in the Naval
Service.

"Officers, RN Ratings and RM
Other Ranks who submit notice
applications on or before May 31,
2000 will remain subject to existing
notice periods. However, person-
nel may apply on an individual
basis for these to be adjusted so
that no more than 12 months are
served from June 1, 2000."

The change follows the recom-
mendations arising from a compre-
hensive internal review of notice
waiting periods conducted over the
past year. This found that, while
wishing to serve in the Royal Navy,
many wished for greater flexibility
when it came to deciding when to
leave and pursue a second career.

Under current regulations offi-
cers serve under the Royal
Prerogative and have no automatic
right to voluntary retirement.
Assuming no outstanding return of
service (ROS) commitmemt, they
can expect to wait 9-15 months to
leave the Service.

However, the time scale is only a

guideline and the period can be
shorter or longer depending upon
the exigencies of the Service and
the need to minimise appointing
turbulence.

Regulations relating to
Premature Voluntary Release
requests by Ratings/Other Ranks
are derived from secondary legisla-
tion. Assuming no outs tanding
ROS commitment, those serving
on an Open Engagement or
Second Open Engagement are
required to give 18 months' notice.

Those serving on the Open
Engagement have to complete a
minimum of four years' service on
the trained strength. Enshrined in
secondary legislation, this period
comprises two and a half years'
service, following completion of an
individual's standard initial train-
ing period or age 18 (whichever is
later), after which 18 months'
notice may be submitted.

As a consequence of this
change, the minimum period of
service following completion of
in i t i a l t ra ining will be reduced
from four years to three and a half
from June 1.

Highly esteemed
TWO of Portsmouth's historic
ships, HMS Victory and the Mary
Rose, are on a shortlist of five of
the nation's favourite historic arte-
facts of the past 1,000 years.

The others are the Crown
Jewels, Magna Carta and the
Domesday Book, chosen following
a poll among readers of The Times.

Said a spokesman for Flagship
Portsmouth: "It is wonderful that
two warships that symbolise the
heritage of the Royal Navy are
held in such high esteem."

Final decision is expected next
month.

THE NUCLEAR-powered
submarine HMS Tren-
chant arrives on the
Forth for a routine visit
to Rosyth Royal Dock-
yard - the Forth Rail
Bridge bearing a count-
down to Hogmanay
Millennium-style!

Countdown on
the Forth

erlm
waves
its magic
wantf
THE NEW Merlin helicopter
came a step nearer to entry
into full operational service
with the successful testing of
its revolutionary active dip-
ping sonar (ADS) system.

In trials on a DERA site in
the Outer Hebrides, the
Merlin Mk 1 proved once
again its awesome ability to
detect, locate and track sub-
marines. Said Lockheed
Martin Test Director Joe
Harland: "With the Merlin
system, the RoyEil Navy will
have'the best anti-submarine
warfare ^capability .jn the
world."

Par populaire demande, le retour de -
WHAT has happened to the Jack
et Jacques bit in Navy News? I have
greatly missed it as it was very
funny. I know we're in the middle
of a "beef war", but can we have it
back please? - Mrs J. E. Elks,
Burton-on-Trent.

SHAME on you! No Jack et
Jacques in the latest issue. Any
chance of producing a collection
of the series?- Cdr A. J. Castle,
Pershore

BEING a reader for many years of
the Navy News - please what has
happened to Jack et Jacques?
They are really missed so please
may they be reinstated?- Mrs R.
E. Cooper, Waterlooville, Hants.

I ENJOY Jack et Jacques. Very
funny good job! Et hurrah for the
"Cordiale Entente"! Please charge
my Visa card for three years sub-
scription.- Jean Michel Moruan,
Tremeur, France.

JACK ET JACQUES

Apres les Vacances
(Au pad de Jacques, Montmatre, Paris)

'Bonjour, Jack! Avez vous enjoyed vos vacances en la belle
France?'

'Non, Jacques, mon vieux mucker. Pas du tout.'
'Oh! Quel dommage, Jack! Pourquoi pas?'
'C'etait un dead loss, Jacques. Je vais a Cherbourg dans

mon ex-Govt surplus Tilly de Pusser, comme d'habitude, pour
acheter un van-load de cheap Christmas biere et de plonk ordi-
naire - et je trouve que je suis up against une grande pile de
merde.'

'Une pile de merde? Ah, oui! Nos regies bureaucratiques!
Elles sont vraiment une douleur dans la derriere, Jack. Je sym-
pathise.'

'Non! C'etait une vrai pile de merde, Jacques. Dans la rue.
En feu. Avec un mob de fermiers Francais, qui dites: "A bas les
Anglais!"'

'Ah, je comprends! C'etait la Guerre de Boeuf, Jack!'
'La Guerre de Boeuf? Qu'est-ce que c'est, la Guerre de

Boeuf?'
'Et bien, Jack - notre Gouvernement a dit que vos vaches,

elles sont toujours folles.'
'Folles?'
'Crazy. Out to dejeuner. Un sandwich short d'un pique-nique.

Le BSE et tout ga.'
'Mmm . . . So much pour notre entente cordiale then, eh?'
'Peut-etre, Jack . . . Mais nous sommes anyway les amis,

vous et moi, n'est-ce pas?'
'Absolument, Jacques! Qu'est-ce que c'est pour diner?'
'Le coq au vin, washed down par une bouteuille de plonk

rouge. Et apres, un slab de runny camembert.'
'Magnifique!'
'Eh? Vouz commencez a apprecier la propre cuisine, Jack?'
'Oui, c'est vrai, Jacques. J'aime beaucoup la cuddly blonde

bird dans "Ready Steady Cook" . . . Er, un moment - le coq,
c'est guaranteed libre from salmonella?'

'Je n'ai aucune idee, Jack.'
'Et le vin - tres ordinaire?'
'Quatre out of cinq bouteuilles, elles sont en peu dodgy, je

crois.'
'Et le fromage - c'est pasteurise?'
'Peut-etre or peut-etre pas, Jack. Mais il a le pong d'une

paire de vos vieilles socks, que je remember so well.'
'Qa will do moi tres bien, Jacques! D'accord - pour dejeuner,

nous aliens a MacDonalds, eh? En France, nous avons 762
branches to choose from... '

Illustrations par
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Shetland joins
festival fun
HMS SHETLAND has been
invited to join the celebrations
during Lerwick's annual 'Up
Helly Aa' festival.

The offshore patrol vessel will
be taking a short break from her
fishery protection duties to berth
there from January 24 to 26.

The festival celebrates the re-
birth of the sun and comes only a
few months after HMS Shetland
stood by off Falmouth to support
the hundreds of small vessels
which sailed from Cornwall for
last August's total eclipse of the
sun.

Visit went
with a bang!
MARINERS visiting the
remote volcanic island of
Tristan Da Cunha will be safer
after its harbour was widened
with the help of HMS
Somerset.

The frigate embarked two
demolition experts, RAF Fit Lt
Paul Carrier and the Army's Cpl
Gordon Molyneaux, before sailing
for the South Atlantic island.

When they arrived the ship's
Lynx Flight helped them to place
explosives on rocks surrounding
the harbour where they were deto-
nated to make a new, safer
harbour.

Before leaving, the ship further
endeared herself to the islanders
by providing a welcome boost to
their Christmas diet with a dona-
tion of fresh fruit.

Somerset, commanded by Cdr
The Hon Michael Cochrane, is on
a six-month deployment as
Atlantic Guardship South which
has included visits to Casablanca,
Sierra Leone and Rio de Janeiro.

After a six-week patrol of the
Falkland Islands the ship will be
calling at Cape Town for
Christmas and the Millennium.

• CHRISTMAS CHEER:
Sailors from HMS Somerset
(below) hand over some of the
fresh fruit which the ship
brought to Tristan da Cunha.

• FUTURE CARRIER: A simulation of the new class of carrier which is due to enter service with the Royal Navy in 2012.

Deals secure
Fleet's future

^^WO MAJOR contracts signed by the Ministry of
-j Defence will help to provide the Navy with the

I warships it needs for the new century.
The deals bring the Navy's two new aircraft carriers a step near-

er reality and have confirmed the prime contractor for a new
generation of destroyers.

Rival consortia led by British Aerospace Land and Sea Systems and
Thompson CSF NCS have been awarded contracts to assess options for
the two future aircraft carriers which were promised to the Royal Navy in
the Government's Strategic Defence Review.

The agreement is the first step in the £2.2 billion programme which will
see the replacement of the three existing Invincible-class carriers with two
40,000-tonne vessels which are due to enter service in 2012 and 2015.

A second major deal saw Marconi Electronic Systems confirmed as the
prime contractor for new Type 45 destroyers which will replace the Navy's
fleet of Type 42s. It gives the company the green light to begin its forward
studies programme.

Announcing the contracts, worth an estimated £100 million, Defence
Procurement Minister Baroness Symons said: "The contracts we have
signed today chart the way ahead for two programmes which are of huge
significance to the Royal Navy's capability to respond flexibly to the
challenges we will face in the 21st century, and which underpin the plans
for a new Navy which we laid out in last year's Strategic Defence Review...

"The new carriers... are likely to be the biggest warships ever built in
Britain and will be around twice the size of the Invincible-class. They will
be designed to carry new and powerful fighter-bombers in enough
strength to have a decisive impact on the outcome of the battle on land.

"The Type 45, due to enter Service in 2007, will be a world leader
among air defence warships. It will have the capability to protect itself and
other ships from the most sophisticated sea-skimming and diving, super-
sonic and stealthy anti-ship missiles, and it will be able to stand inshore to
protect British Forces engaged in the land battle from air attack."

The contracts are in addition to the new nuclear-powered submarines,
frigates, mine warfare vessels, assault ships and support ships which are
already under construction in the UK.

Submarine School bids
farewell to HMS Dolphin
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THE ROYAL Navy Submarine School has
left HMS Dolphin after almost 80 years at
the Gosport establishment.

And when the final ceremonial divisions were
held, the entire school marked the occasion by
forming up in the shape of a submarine.

The establishment itself is now known as the
Tri-Service Fort Blockhouse and the School has
moved to HMS Raleigh in Plymouth.

But the Submarine Service will always have a
soft spot for Gosport, as the School's
Commanding Officer Cdr Geoff Thomas said on
the day: "We have had a long association with

Gosport and there is a feeling of sadness at our
leaving.

"But the move to Raleigh is the start of a new
era with associated challenges to which I am
greatly looking forward."

Q When 38 members of the submarine
medical branch celebrated a reunion dinner at
Clyde Naval Base there were over 500 years of
submarine experience on parade!

The dinner, in the WO & SR's Mess, was
attended by both past and present members,
from the first CPO MA of the first nuclear
submarine, HMS Dreadnought, to the CPO MA of
the Navy's newest submarine, HMS Vengeance.

In brief
World-wide
bird count
NAVY personnel are being
invited to take part in a
world-wide M i l l e n n i u m
bird count.

As those serving in ships
often reach remote corners of
the world from where there is a
dearth of information, Naval
people are being seen as ideal
participants in the scheme.

The project encourages ships
and other units, as well as those
on adventurous training exer-
cise, to get involved as environ-
mental observers.

UK-based personnel are also
being encouraged to monitor
Ministry of Defence land to
count over 25 priority species,
including song thrushes, larks
and warblers.

Scheme sponsor for the RN
is Lt Cdr Gary Lewis on MOD
Bath military ext 67071.

Savings on
ships visits
VISITS to overseas ports wil l
cost the Royal Navy less with
the signing of a world-wide
agreement between the MOD
and Inchcape Shipping
Services.

The new deal on port agency
services for RN warships and
auxiliaries offers better value
for money, with the
contractor negotiating savings
through greater economies of
scale and competition.

The arrangement also estab-
lishes tighter budgetary control
and relieves Defence Attaches
of much of the administrative
load for ship visits.

Attaches will still take the
lead for protocol and represen-
tational tasks, and in some
cases reciprocal understand-
ings between navies mean
arrangements will be
unchanged. For details, see
General DCI 273/99.

London Boat
Show dates
THIS YEAR'S London Boat
Show is being billed as
unmissable with over 1,000 craft
on show, the world's largest
chandlery mall, live music, lec-
tures and seminars.

Visitors can also experience
life in the Navy at the RN's
multi-media exhibition, and you
can also visit us at the Navy
News stand!

The event will be staged at
Earls Court from January 7 to
16. For advance tickets (£9 for
adults £2 for children) call 0121
767 4600.

• FINAL DIVISIONS: Members of the RN Submarine School at the former HMS Dolphin pay tribute to the Gosport site before moving
to their new home at HMS Raleigh in Plymouth.
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Ships of the Roval Naw No 530

Facts and figures
Class: Vanguard-class
strategic missile nuclear
submarine
Pennant number: S31
Builder: VSEL, Barrow
Ordered: July 1992
Keel laid: February 1,
1993
Rolled out: September 19,
1998
Commissioned: November
27, 1999
Displacement: 16,000
tonnes (dived)
Length: 149.5 metres
Beam: 13.2 metres
Draught: 12 metres
Speed: 25 knots (approx)
dived
Complement: 205 (single
crew)
Main machinery: One Rolls
Royce pressurised water
reactor 2; two GEC main tur-
bines, one shaft driving pump
jet propulsor; one emergency
propulsion motor
Power generation: Two
GEC steam turbine genera-
tors; one 850kW AC diesel
and one 750kW DC diesel
generator
Weapons: Up to 16
Lockheed Trident II D5 ballis-

tic missiles; four 533mm tor-
pedo tubes; Marconi
Spearfish wire-guided torpe-
does
Sonar: Thomson-Marconi
Type 2054 composite, multi-
frequency hull-mounted
sonar suite with integral
towed array; additional
sonars for navigation, envi-
ronmental analysis and
underwater communications
Combat data system: BAe
SEMA Submarine Command
System with integrated
Tactical Fire Control
Radar: Navigation - Kelvin
Hughes Type 1007, I Band
Above water sensors: Two
tactical masts/periscopes
incorporating optical, low-
light TV and thermal imaging;
one attack periscope; Racal
UAP3 passive ESM intercept
system
Countermeasures: Expend-
able multi-frequency anti-tor-
pedo and platform jammers
Sponsor: Lady Sandra
Robertson, wife of the
Secretary General to NATO,
Lord Robertson of Port Ellen
Motto: Safe by my strength

• Last of the line - HMS Vengeance, seen here flying the Red Duster, is the fourth and final Vanguard-class submarine.

Quiberon Bay 1759
Martinique 1794
St Lucia 1796
Crimea 1854
Dardanelles .. .. 1915

History repeats
-100 years on

THE COMMISSIONING
of the Royal Navy's
fou r th and final

Vanguard-class submarine at
the end of November brought
with it the echo of another
powerful warship from exactly
101) years ago.

The Canopus-class bat t leship
HMS Vengeance - the first ship
launched at the Burrow yard after
the Vickers family had taken it
over- was commissioned in 1899,
and was an advanced ship for her
time.

Now it is the turn of the final
submarine to commission in the
20th century - the century that saw
the birth of the RN Submarine
Service - to push back boundaries.

Cutting-edge technology is what
makes the current, eighth,
Vengeance one of the Navy's capi-
tal ships of today.

Part of the UK's four-strong
strategic nuclear deterrent force,
Vengeance underwent extensive
sea trials and testing before her
commissioning.

But she has more trials to con-
duct over the coming weeks - test-
ing the boat herself, her systems
and the ship's company.

This all culminates in her final
hurdle, the Demonstration and
Shakedown Operation (DASO),
which is conducted in conjunction
with the US Navy off Florida.

DASO is rounded off when the
Trident missile system is proved by
the firing of an inert missile, after
which the submarine will become
fully operational.

Vengeance is the most advanced
warship built in the UK, incorpo-
rating technology equal to that
used in the Space Shuttle, the
stealth fighter and the most mod-

ern nuclear power stations.
Based with the First Submarine

Squadron at Faslane in Scotland.
Vengeance's role, like that of her
sisters, is to silently patrol the
oceans, maintaining the nation's
independent nuclear deterrent.

Her motto - Safe by »i\- strength
- is as new as the boat.

The submarine's 1899 predeces-
sor was affectionately christened
The Lord's Own by the workforce,
from the quotations "Vengeance is
mine, saith the Lord", and this was
taken up by the ship's company

and the Royal Navy.
But this was abandoned in 1944

when the Chaplain of the Home
Fleet noted that it might be
indecorous for a ship commis-
sioned in wartime.

But the new motto. I strike, 1
cover, though ideal for a wartime
aircraft carrier, was in turn regard-
ed as inappropriate for a nuclear
submarine responsible for main-
ta in ing peace, hence the third ver-
sion which has been adopted by the
current HMS Vengeance.

Ships shared name
at the same time

There have been seven ships
named HMS Vengeance over
the years, none of which was
a submarine.

The first was a frigate cap-
tured by HMS Hussar from
the French in 1758.

She was used against her
old masters as part of Hawke's
fleet which foiled a planned
invasion of Ireland at the battle
of Quiberon Bay in 1759.

The second Vengeance
was a 74-gun ship which saw
good service in the
Caribbean before being bro-
ken up in 1816.

Confusion reigned at this
point - the third and fourth
Vengeances (a Dutch hoy
used as a tender and another
French capture, a 50-gun ves-
sel) were around at the same
time as the second, but by

the time of the fifth, a 2nd
Rate 84-gun ship, there was
just the single bearer again.

The sixth Vengeance was
the Canopus-class battleship
commissioned at Barrow
exactly 100 years before the
submarine, which saw ser-
vice in the Mediterranean and
was a flagship at the
Dardanelles in 1915.

Vengeance number six is
still around. She was a
Colossus-class light Fleet
carrier which saw service at
the end of the war, witnessing
the surrender of Hong Kong
in September 1945.

After serving with the
Royal Australian Navy she
was bought by the Brazilians
in 1956 and recommissioned
in 1960 as Minas Gerais, and
remains in service today.

Direct Loans
for readers of

Navy News
Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first.

Look at the benefits

FIXED RATES FROM AS LOW AS 8.9% APR*

Loans available from £ 1,000 - £ 15,000

Instant Decision Service - 7 days a week

Funds Transferred direct to your own bank account

No Arrangement Fees

Fixed Repayments over I - 7 years by Standing Order

For an instant decision or further details
Simply ring Freephone

0800 591 682
please quote ref. 79I/503'
to obtain your Direct Loan

This advertisement replaces any previous advertisements
for Direct Personal Loans from The Co-operative Bank p.I.e.

The COPERATIVE BANK
'We regret that this offer is only available to U.K. residents.1

Typical Example: If you wish to borrow £3.000 over 60 months with repayment protection, the monthly repayment will be £82.47. Total repayment
over the term of the loan: £4.948.20 at an APR of 12.9%. The monthly repayment without repayment protection will be £69.78. Total repayment

over the term of the loan: £4.186.80 at an APR of 14.9%. "Refers to loans taken out with the option of repayment protection and for £ 10,000 and over.
Written quotations available on request. Rates correct at time of printing. (I I /99). All loans subject to status and are available to persons

aged from 18 years up to their 70th birthday. The Bank reserves the right to decline any application.
Registered Office: The Co-operative Bank p.I.e., I Balloon Street. Manchester M60 4ER Registered number: 990937
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Letters

-jowl?-
15 AFTERNOON
IT WAS TOO

Touching
on Nelson

YOU HAD an interesting article
by Cdr Bruce Nichols about
Nelson's famous signal at
Trafalgar (October issue).

It would have been even more
interesting if it had explained that
only a few years before, Nelson
would have had to communicate
by having his message rowed
round the Fleet!

There were only very limited
flag signals, until a system was
perfected by Rear Admiral Sir
Home Popham. This enabled
Nelson to stay over the horizon
before Trafalgar, and yet know
from his frigates patrolling the
coast of Spain when the Spanish
Fleet was assembling.

Popham spent 14 years
perfecting his code, during which
time he sailed to Russia and was
friendly with the Czar, getting him
to support Britain. On an assault
on France through the
Netherlands he was virtually the
first combined operations
commander - and in the Franco-
Spanish war he helped the Spanish
guerillas by making assaults on
Northern Spanish ports.

At the opening of the new
Victory Gallery at the Royal Naval
Museum, Portsmouth, an oil
portrait of Popham was displayed
for the first time. It had been
purchased in England by an
American, thinking it was of his
father, Admiral Brown, instead of
which it was painted by Mather
Brown and was of Popham as a
captain.

Hugh Popham, who spent tour
years in original research before
publishing the only biography of
the Admiral, discovered this and
managed to buy it back. - Mary
Popham

THE article on page three of
October's Navy News states that
the Nelson memorial on
Portsdown Hi l l is the oldest to
commemorate him. There is a
144ft memorial on Glasgow Green
bui l t by public subscription in
18()(), which Glasgow claims to be
the earliest erected to his memory.
- A. Thomas, Motherwell.

RN Museum Curator Colin
White confirms the Glasgow
memorial's foundation stone was
laid on the anniversary of the
Battle of the Nile. August 1, 1806,
while the Portsdown monument's
stone was laid on July 4, 1807.

Keen record
of brotherly
soccer team
HARRY Swift from Hull was wondering if anyone anywhere had four brothers serving in
the Royal Navy (October issue).

Well, I married a girl who
had four brothers in the Navy,
five in the Army and one in the
RAF. My wife was a nurse.

Being the youngest in the
family, she joined to keep pace
with her brothers, all eleven
serving in World War II. I myself
was in the Navy, so 1 made up the
football team. Their name was
Keens, all born in Hampshire and
of the eleven, five are now dead,
but the eldest brother David is
now in his nineties. He was a
prisoner of war for five years.

Of the six remaining, one has
celebrated their diamond wedding
and the rest of us have all
celebrated our golden weddings.

I I they had been an American
family, they would have had a f i lm
made about them. J.
Worthington, Fleetwood, Lanes.

Nuclear
reaction

WITH the advent of the nuclear
aircraft carrier and submarine,
could you inform me what are the
contingency plans in the event of a
sinking, regarding the nuclear
core?

Does it remain active on the sea
bed or does it automatically seal
itself?

We have been pondering this
eventuality for a long time, and
would appreciate it if you could
throw some light on the subject. -
J. J. Griffiths, Kingsholm.
Gloucester.

Flag Officer Submarines
replies:

The RN doesn't have any
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers
but does operate nuclear-
powered submarines. In
accordance with UK statutory
requirements and the recomm-
endations of the International
Commission on Radiological
Protection, it is Ministry of
Defence policy to have in place
detailed reactor accident
contingency plans.

These cover sunken nuclear
submarines that have suffered a
nuclear accident. Unfortunately I
am unable to go into any details.
but as I am sure you can
understand, the exact response
will vary considerably with the
circumstances pertaining at the
time.

The nuclear safety of Naval
reactors is given the highest
priority and their design operation
and maintenance is authorised by

the Defence Secretary through
approved Naval Regulations. The
reactor incorporates a number of
mechanisms to ensure the safety
of the reactor and the
containment of the active fission
products in the event of a
submarine sinking. The likelihood
of a reactor accident is extremely
remote.

Letters
puzzler

AS ONE who left the Andrew
about half a century ago, I am
bemused by most of the acronyms
for the current rates and trades.
C'ould you print a reference sheet
sometime? -- M. H. Evans,
Cambridge.
We have had a number of
identical requests lately, and plan
to oblige in a future edition. - Ed.

Letters to the Editor should
always be accompanied by
the correspondent's name
and address, not nec-
essarily for publication.

Cavalier
treatment:
the debate
continues
REFERENCE "Cavalier row" (November issue), it must be
made very clear that we are not against the Three Ship Exhibit in
principle, and realise the necessity of Chatham Historical
Dockyard being profitable.

Nor are we against a World War
II enactment, or the need to cater
for families, provided that this is
done in an area remote from
Cavalier and does no damage to
the image of the Dockyard as an
historical institution.

What we ARE against is the
display of Cavalier in a manner not
in accordance with one of the
stated objects of its preservation, ie
to provide a fitting live, living and
working memorial in a reverential
setting for the thousands of
destroyer men who made the
ul t imate sacrifice during World
War II.

We are also against such
projects as converting the Harbour
Master's House into a pub and
cafe, t u rn ing the Commissioner's
House into a 12 bedroom hotel
and the Sail Loft into 32 flats.

The project of closing the
Ropery is also, in our view, not an
appropriate scheme. Making a fast
buck is all very well, and we are
ful ly aware, of course, of the
f inanc ia l problems that all
museums and historic sites face
nowadays, but this sort of thing is
comparable with selling HMS
Victory for firewood, or
demolishing Nelson's Column as
rubble for motorway foundations.

Many others besides myself are
convinced that if those who
contributed nearly £70,000 to the
Cavalier preservation fund
thought that th is sort of thing was
going to happen, they would have
kept their hands in their pockets.

I repeat that HMS Cavalier
(Chatham) Trust stated quite
clearly to the Charity
Commissioners some nine months
ago that the ship was to be
preserved as a memorial to the
destroyer men who died in World
War II. If this is their idea of an
appropriate memorial, to leave it
as an incorrectly-painted hulk to
be used merely as a background
for some sorts of Disneyland-like
capers, then I fear for the fu ture of
all Service memorials.

There are surely SOME things
which must remain undef i l ed by
property speculators and
accountants. - S. C. Arming,
Plymouth.

I WAS appalled to read in the
November issue that Mr S. C.
Anning had lost his status as
"Patron" of the HMS Cavalier

(Chatham) Trust. I find it
inconceivable that he should have
been slighted in this way.

Sid Anning was the driving
force, for several years, behind the
HMS Cavalier Association and
their campaign to have the
destroyer preserved, partly as a
memorial to all those who lost
their lives fighting in ships like her.

Except for the efforts of him and
the Association, there would not
be a Cavalier in Chatham to
preserve: she would have been
broken up or sold abroad a year or
two ago.

It is hard to understand why he
was not selected to be one of the
Trustees on the consortium after
her move to the Historic-
Dockyard. It is quite unbelievable
that the Trustees have now taken
this humi l ia t ing action. - Dr. M. H.
Evans, Cambridge.

Last fo
be lost

HAVING enjoyed an excellent
dinner of the First Destroyer
Flotilla, the guest speaker was
Admiral E. F. Guerite, who in his
speech was given the information
that the last destroyer to be lost
was HMS Aldenham, L22, lost on
December 14, 1944.

In fact the last destroyer was the
French La Combatante (ex-
Haldron) L19. She was torpedoed
in the Humber Sound by the
midget submarine KU330 on
March 23, 1945. S.
Greenstreet, Over Wallop.
Hants.

Parking
offence

I FIND it quite amazing that the
Navy is constantly carrying out
cost cutting exercises, yet they still
manage to change our k i t .

Instead of naut ical- looking
white fronts we now wear white
shirts, then this no longer being
acceptable we have to wear
epaulettes, incurring further cost
and resulting in a flotilla of ear
park at tendants. OM
Bellhouse, HMS Sheffield.
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CANAL FLAGSHIP
TO RENEW her affiliations with Rochdale,
HMS Middleton travelled down the
Manchester Ship Canal - with the Flag
Officer Scotland, Northern England and
Northern Ireland, Rear Admiral Mike
Gregory embarked, plus his wife and the
Mayors and Lady Mayoresses of Salford
and Rochdale.

On arrival at Salford Quays, the
minesweeper's commanding officer Lt
Cdr Richard Thomas presented a cheque

for £400 to the Mayor of Rochdale for his
local charities appeal.

The money had been raised by mem-
bers of the Ship's Company who "rowed"
the 256 miles from Portsmouth to
Middleton while on fisheries patrol.

The ship spent three days alongside,
during which 110 pupils from four
schools and 70 members of three local
RNAs were invited on board, together
with 12 members of a Careers Forum.

Discipline
stands
corrected
TWO KEY changes are to be made to the Naval Discipline Act to ensure it meets the
requirements of the Human Rights Act, as reported in December's Navy News.

GUN LORE
RECALLED
IN DURBAN

CAPT PERCY Scott was captain of HMS Terrible during
the Boer War and designed the gun carriage to transport
the ship's guns overland to Ladysmith - the incident
which inspired the Navy's Field Gun competition.

A hundred years later his grandson Sir Anthony Scott
travelled to Durban for the unveiling of a replica 4.7-inch
gun and carriage presented by HMS Excellent as a
reminder of the part played in the war by the Naval
Brigade.

He was accompanied by the Commodore HMS
Excellent, Cdre Adrian Munns, and the establishment's
museum curator, Lt Cdr Brian Witts, who attended the
opening ceremony of the Boer War Exhibition.

The 4.7-inch guns taken from HMS Terrible and HMS
Powerful while alongside at Durban ended the 118-day
siege of Ladysmith. Within a few hours drive of the pic-
turesque town are the sites of some of the bloodiest bat-
tles in British history - including Spion Kop, Colenso, the
Tugela Heights, Vaalkrans, Isandlwana and Rorke's Drift.

• EXCELLENT GIFT: Deputy Mayor of Durban Cllr Mvell
Mavundla with Sir Anthony Scott and Lt Cdr Brian Witts at
the unveiling of the replica 4.7-inch gun in Francis Square.

The two changes are:
Q Custody: whilst a command-

ing officer may continue to autho-
rise, in defined circumstances, cus-
tody of up to 48 hours, further cus-
tody will require authorisation by
an independent, judicial officer -
in the RN, a naval judge advocate.

CJ Summary appeal court: a new
court wi l l hear appeals from those
Service personnel whose cases
have been dealt with summarily.

This appeal replaces the right of
personnel to seek review of cases,
and wi l l be along the lines of an
appeal to Crown Court from
Magistrates Court in civilian cases.

The changes are part of the
Armed Forces Discipline Bill ,
which recently received its Second
Reading in the House of Lords.

This Bill was slotted into the
five-year Armed Forces Act cycle,
which covers discipline in all three
Services.

The next such Act is not due
u n t i l 2001, too late to fall in line
with the Human Rights Act, which
is incorporated into UK legislation
on October 2 this year.

A spokesman for the Second
Sea Lord's office said the Naval
discipline system dated back to the
twelfth century, and had evolved
to keep in step with changes in the
Navy and society in general.

It was possible there could be
further changes to the Bill as it
passed through the legislative
process.

• LAST LAUNCH: HMS Ramsey, tenth
of 12 Sandown Class minehunters built
by Vosper Thornycroft, is sent down the
slipway at Southampton by Lady Dunt,
wife of the Chief of Fleet Support Vice-
Admiral Sir John Dunt - the last RN
launch of the millennium.

Five star care for seniors
*****

Well established and extremely

successful in America, Sunrise
Assisted Living is now opening

brand-new homes in Britain. Our

accommodation is more like a 5 star

hotel than traditional long-term care

settings, not just because we provide
high quality individualised assistance,

but because we respect the people
that we care for - their independence,

choice and self reliance.

There are a huge range of spacious

rooms and apartments, both

independent and assisted living for
you to choose from and we welcome

pets! The atmosphere is extremely

relaxed, friendly and home like, with a

whole range of activities, but there is
all the back-up care and support that

you might need - everything from

help with bathing and dressing,

house keeping, medication
monitoring and incontinence care.

Comprehensive care is available for

people with Alzheimer's and
memory impairment - in a separate

building which allows residents to

live with as much dignity as possible

in a loving and caring environment.

SUNRISE
ASSISTED LIVING"

AT FROGNAL HOUSE

Frognal Avenue, Sidcup, Kent DAI4 6LS

Stop by or call for more information

0181 302 6200

I
Reserve today for the best rates - stop by anytime
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Lecturer
joins his
student
at sea
A COLLEGE lecturer was
due to carry out one of his
more unusual assessments of a
student's work - on board heli-
copter carrier HMS Ocean.

Ken Smith, In format ion
Technology lecturer at Manchester
College of Art and Technology
(MANCAT), was planning to join
the ship in Southampton before
she cruised down to her home port
of Devonport.

And while on board, he was
expected to cast his eye over the
work of CPO David O'Prey, who is
enrolled on a City and Guilds two-
dimensional AutoCAD (Comp-
uter Aided Design) course on an
open learning basis.

Ken has been communicating
with David by e-mail while the
ship has been involved in amphibi-
ous exercises in the
Mediterranean, including stints off
the coasts of Greece, Turkey and
Egypt.

Now Ken is following up the
electronic tutorial support on
board a huge 'virtual classroom',
which is equipped with state-of-
the-art communications systems.

Ken said: "At MANCAT we
always try to be flexible in our pro-
grammes to reflect our students'
individual circumstances.

"With the technology available
to us, we can deliver these types of
courses with the appropriate tuto-
rial support to students almost
anywhere.

"But this assessment will defi-
nitely be a first!"

David will soon be transferring
ashore to Birmingham after 23
years of service, and is learning
new skills to open up new oppor-
tunities after he leaves the Navy.

But first, on completion of his
current course, he is hoping to
continue his studies with a three-
dimensional AutoCAD course,
again under Ken's tuition - but
this time from a slightly more
accessible location.

Veteran gets
birthday tour
of destroyer
A ROYAL Navy war veteran
was given a tour of destroyer
HMS Cardiff to help celebrate
his 75th birthday.

During the Second World War
Evan Davies served as a torpedo
man in HM ships Rodney and
Duke of York.

Mr Davies, who lives near
Caerphilly, left the Navy in 1946,
but maintained his links through
the Royal British Legion and
Royal Naval Association.

He was accompanied on board
Cardiff by David Bird, an RN ser-
viceman from 1949 to 1957.

Of his four-year service, Mr
Davies said: "1 remember all the
good times, and the good com-
radeship.

"I don't remember the bad
times ..."

day for Anglesey

• Close scrutiny - the guard is inspected by Lady Bell-Davies,
accompanied by Lt Andrew Livsey.

FISHERY protection ship HMS
Anglesey has been rededicat-
ed in Portsmouth - and it was
a particularly special day for
four of her ship's company.

ABs Michael McCarthy and
Robert Ramsay received
Commander-in-Chief Fleet
commendations for bravery
following the rescue of two

yachtsmen in the Bristol
Channel.

And PO John Thomason
and AB Andrew Child received
their Long Service and Good
Conduct medals.

The ceremony, attended by
ship's sponsor Lady Bell-
Davies, follows the patrol ves-
sel's refit in Rosyth.

RN skills recognised
by merchant marine

• HMS Edinburgh provided a 12-man guard for a memorial service at Tripoli
in Lebanon during a four-day defence diplomacy visit to Beirut by the destroy-
er and RFA Sir Percivale. The ship's company had a busy programme of meet-
ings, military exercises, cultural visits and sporting fixtures. Pictured with the
guard is the Rev Nick Pnematicatos, Third Destroyer Squadron chaplain, who
led the service.

Medal available
for Jordan service

A MEDAL personally approved by roy-
alty is available to ex-Royal Navy veter-
ans who served in Jordan between 1948
and 1958.

The Jordan Service Medal, approved by
King Hussein I of Jordan, can be worn by
those who served in and around the Middle
East kingdom at the time, including those in
ships which were on patrol in the Gulf of
Aqaba and ships which visited or stood off giv-
ing air cover during the 1958 crisis, such as
HM ships Eagle and Bulwark.

In a letter to medal administrative officers,
the king thanked them for their "dedication
and determination in ensuring that the 'old
soldiers' are properly recognised for their out-

standing service to the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan."

More than 1,100 ex-Service personnel
already have the medal, which comes in two
versions - the only difference being that one
carries the date 1958.

Mr G. Harris, whose initiative led to the
creation of the medal, said most claimants
are ex-Army or RAF, and he is keen that RN
veterans are aware of the opportunity.

Funds raised by the medal - which costs
£25 - have benefited SSAFA Forces Help and
the King Hussein Memorial fund by thou-
sands of pounds.

For further details, contact Mr G.E. Harris,
124, Haven Park Crescent, Haverfordwest,
Pembrokeshire SA61 IDS, tel 01437 768668.

• ROYAL Marines from 42 Commando make their way across a river during Exercise Stonewall in
Virginia, on the East coast of the United States. The Royals have been in America for six weeks,
based at Fort A.P. Hill, at the heart of a huge training area.

New posts
for health

A NEW agreement has been signed which
will help man the UK Merchant fleet and
make it easier for Royal Navy officers to pur-
sue a second career at sea.

The Memorandum of Understanding wi l l align
training and qualifications of RN Commanding,
Executive and Watchkeeping Officers with their
civilian equivalents.

There is no need for a change in standards of
RN training or practice, but there will be changes
in documentation and the audit t rai l to make the
alignment and ensure Navy qualifications are
recognised as meeting new civil ian requirements.

This means that officers at the end of their
career who wish to continue at sea will be able to
transfer directly to the Merchant Navy at a time
when there are expected to be shortfalls in both
ships and port jobs.

The document was signed on board HMS
Westminster in Portsmouth by Commander-in-
Chief Fleet, Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh, and the
Chief Executive of the Maritime and Coastguard
Agency, Maurice Storey, and is the result of
months of hard work by a team led by Capt Peter
Walpole.

In a signal to the Fleet, Admiral Essenhigh said:
"The signing of this memorandum represents a sig-
nificant step towards fu l l recognition by the wider
maritime institutions of the high standard of train-
ing and professionalism that exists within the Royal
Navy.

"It also paves the way for a closer working rela-
tionship with the UK marit ime community and the
projection of a consolidated and integrated
approach to national maritime affairs."

Maurice Storey said the timing of the signing
could not have been better.

Improved standards for mariners were
established during the International
Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers (STCW 95), which Mr Storey said
he hoped would eradicate the "rustbuck-
ets" sometimes seen around the British
coast.

He was also pleased that there would now be an
established mechanism for transfer from military
to civilian shipping.

"We have a shortage of good quality British offi-
cers, and the quality of officers offered by the
Royal Navy is second to none - but we couldn't
match them up," he said.

"So now there is an option for them when they
come to the end of their career or when they want
to move on."

If the measures prove a success, there could be
others to take in engineering and the skills of Naval
ratings, including conduct of helmsmen and the
quartermaster on the brow in harbour.

The UK Merchant fleet currently has more than
500 ships of over 500 tonnes - a figure which is ris-
ing steadily - manned by 26,000 officers.
• The Convention on safety and environmental
standards exempts personnel in warships, but
MOD policy is to comply with such requirements
and in many areas the Navy exceeds them.

There will be a single RN assess-
ment authority for qualifications,
the School of Maritime Operations.

Details are published in RN
Defence Council Instruct ion
189/99.

INCREASING work involv-
ing environmental health,
and health and safety,
have led to the creation of
two posts within the
Second Sea Lord's com-
mand.

A Command Health and
Safety Officer and a
Command Environmental
Health Officer have been
appointed.

The former will be a
civilian post and the latter
a uniformed post at lieu-
tenant commander rank.

Details are published in
General Defence Council
Instruction 296/99.

Radiation
records

to be
correlated
EARLY radiation dose
data held by the
Ministry of Defence is to
be transferred to a com-
puter database.

Since 1980 the MOD has
been a major contributor to
the National Registry for
Radiation Workers data-
base run by the National
Radiological Protection
Board.

By correlating data with
other records, patterns of
disease and death can be
tested against levels of
radiation exposure to
search for links.

MOD records before
1979 are on paper, and
these will be transferred
starting this month.

Information transferred
will include such things as
name and National insur-
ance number, but not per-
sonal medical histories.

The trade unions agreed,
at the inception of the
scheme in 1980, that it
would be in MOD employ-
ees' interest to participate.

Anyone employed on
radiation work before 1980
who does not wish their
data to be transferred may
opt out by writing to the
Dosimetry Manager, Ap-
proved Dosimetry Service,
DERA Radiation Protection
Services, Institute of Naval
Medicine, Crescent Road,
Alverstoke, Gosport PO12
2DL, requesting their name
be excluded.
• WORK with ionising
radiation carried out by
MOD units must now be
notified to the Health and
Safety executive.

New regulations which
come into force on
January 1 demand that
existing use be notified.
Any significant change or
new intention to work with
radiation must also be
notified at least 28 days in
advance.

Under certain circum-
stances work does not
have to be notified if it is
the only radiation work
that is being carried out by
a unit or establishment.

Full details are pub-
lished in General Defence
Council Instruction 312/99.

Valuable GEMS
ORGANISERS of the MOD
GEMS suggestion scheme say that
the idea proposed by LOM Paul
Batten for under-ice navigation by
submarines, as reported in last
month's Navy News, was even
more profitable for the sailor than
at first appeared.

The award of £150 was a small
additional prize, in gift vouchers,
for putting forward the most inno-
vative suggestion of the year.

LOM Batten's idea actually
attracted a tax-free sum of £750
from GEMS, as well as putting
him on course for supersonic tick-
ets to New York in a national sug-
gestion scheme competition.

Charity comes easier
A NEW scheme is being launched
to make it easier for RN personnel
to contribute directly to Naval
charities.

The scheme will allow voluntary
deductions to be made from gross
pay - before PAYE - which are
then distributed free of charge by
the King George's Fund for Sailors
to an agreed list of good causes.

It is hoped the scheme will help
reverse the trend which has seen
less money flowing into Naval
charity coffers while outgoings are
rising.

Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir
John Brigstocke said: "Sailors have

always been very good at helping
others in need, and ships and
establishments raise money for all
sorts of charitable organisations
and will undoubtedly continue in
this way.

"But serving Naval personnel
will now also have a very easy and
straightforward way to help their
Naval colleagues, past and present,
and their families, who have fallen
on hard times."

A survey of Naval personnel in
1997 showed a majority would gen-
erally support a voluntary deduc-
tion from pay scheme along the
lines of the new initiative.
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A MAJOR NEW FORCE
IN THE MoD

r~( A Force to support the Army, Navy and RAF j

Fujitsu Siemens Computers offers a comprehensive product range, from ultra-light, state-of-

the-art notebooks through to mission critical enterprise server and mainframe systems. Desktop and

Server products are already available from ICL through the ICS Catalogue.

At Fujitsu Siemens Computers we design and manufacture the products that you as

customers require.

Great Prices, for example

Fujitsu Siemens ErgoPro eDc CL433,

64MB, 4.3GB, CD-ROM, Audio,

Windows 98

Prices from £452.00 (excluding VAT)

For further details please contact:

01925432225
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Sx magnification weighing in
at only 62 grams and branded
with the Royal Navy Crown.

Made from Aluminium, with a
focusable eyepiece... in every
way a professional tool. Easily
pocketable... for any outdoor
event, concert and theatre or

even simply to watch the
birds! Small nylon carrying

case Included.

£31.99 each UK
(Surface Mail Abroad

please add 75p)

Traditional stainless-steel 7oz spirit flask
features a captive top (means you can't
lose it). Because it's stainless it's very

tough and will delight your descendants
in years to come.

Branded with the Royal Navy Crown.

£16.99 each UK
(Surface Mail Abroad please add 75p)

To order any item on this page write to :-
The Business Manager (EFX01/00),
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH.
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the

UK payment can be made by Cheque International Money Order in £ sterling and

drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card Switch Solo UK & Abroad,

please use the coupon on page 4. Please allow 28 days for delivery. NB NOTE ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE

HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (MAX 15 WORDS)
enclose cheque/PO for £10 (or more depending on the number of
words) and send to:'Penfriends', Navy News, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth
POI 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on daily.
(Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 )

HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the
bottom left hand corner.The letter should then be enclosed in a second
envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that unstamped
letters will be redirected.

Please note... you must be over 18 to advertise in this column

Name: Age:

Address:

Tel. No.:

CAPRICORN MALE 45. slim,
5'6" G.S.O.H. enjoys travel,
music.walking. Box .Ian 1
TALL BRUNETTE FEMALE, 30,
stylish, single, seeks tall naval
gentleman for fun correspondence,
photo appreciated. Box Jan 2

SERVING R.N. SENIOR NCO
44, 5'5" seeks female penfriend
photo. Box Jan 3

DEE, 42, ATTRACTIVE
intelligent brunette, independent
career woman, seeks similar
male for correspondence/friendship.
Box Jan 4

LADY 34, NURSE, divorced, slim,
blue eyes, seeks naval officer.
Box Jan 5

SOUL MATE REQUIRED for
s l im blonde divorcee 34 only
genuine/ fun loving males need
apply. Box Jan 6

THELMA AND LOUISE looking
for a nautical adventure. Enlist now.
Box Jan 7

DIANE 37 SINGLE PARENT.
seeks penpal for friendship
relationship 30+. Box Jan 8

GLENDA 42, JACUZZI at
midnight. Dance unt i l dawn. You
choose! Box Jan 9

NOTICE
All advertisements submitted for entry
into the Navy News Penfriend Column

are subjected to copy approval.
Navy News reserves the righl to make

any amendments which it considers
necessary or to edit copy which is in

excess of the number of words paid for.

Please note: We can lake no responsibility for
the nature or source of the replies received.

You must be over 18
to advertise in this column.

HI, I'M JUDI, 37, full of fun,
G,S,O,H, seeks servicemen for
fun/friendship/frivolity. Box Jan 10
STRANDED MALE SAILOR
requires female, penpal, G.S.O.H. to
rescue him. Box Jan 11
SHELIA 21, LIKES films, music,
American football, writing letters.
Box Jan 12

TONYA 30, FUNLOVING, likes a
good laugh, seeks male penpals.
Box Jan 13

JACQUELINE 37, SEEKS Tony
who met in Malta 1996. Please
contact. Box Jan 14

SARAH 34, SINGLE mother, seeks
penfriend of similar age. Box Jan 15
EX-WREN, WEYMOUTH,
(smoker) seeks loving relationship
with serviceman 39-40. Photo. Box
Jan 16

SINGLE FEMALE 21, V.G.S.O.H.
seeks single serviceman 20-30 for
friendship .Box Jan 17

ATTRACTIVE, BRUNETTE
FEMALE seeks non-smoking
knight in shining armour 35-40.
Box Jan 18

PERSONAL
PENPAL MAG for adults, choose
yourself a new penfriend from over
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from
MATCHMAKER, (A10) Chorley
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155
(24hours)

FED-UP WITH BEING ALONE,
divorced attractive lady (46), one
child used to navy life would like to
correspond/meet naval officer with
sense of humour/family values for
friendship. Write Box No. 9676

People in the News

The outlook is good for
award-winning METOC

THE HIGHEST honour which can be earned in the Duke of
Edinburgh's Award Scheme has been presented to HMS
Invincible's LW(METOC) Carol Morton.

Carol has been involved with the Awards Scheme since she was 13 and
had already gained the Bronze and Silver awards before taking on the
huge commitment required for the highest honour.

Teaching Sea Cadets to sail dinghies, gaining a powerboat instructor
qualification, working with disabled people and completing a demanding
four-day hike through mountainous terrain in Wales all helped Carol to
gain the Gold Award, and an invitation to St James' Palace.
• ACHIEVER: LW(METOC) Carol Morton (right) on board HMS Invincible
with her Duke of Edinburgh's Gold Award.

Capt strikes a
blow for NATO
AP R E S I D E N T I A L

honour has been
conferred on a

Royal Navy captain for
his outstanding work in
the USA.

During his time as Assistant
Chief of Staff for the US-led
Striking Force Atlantic, RN
Capt Jon Welch established
the only sea-based Combined
Joint Task Force in the NATO
Alliance.

He brought together 24 officers
from 14 nations during Exercise
Strong Resolve, the largest NATO
exercise of the 1990s.

The team integrated so closely
with the United States Second
Fleet staff that they formed a high-
ly effective Combined Joint Task
Force (CJTF) nucleus during the
exercise.

And Capt Welch capitalised on
its success through his hard work
to formalise the structure and
documentation of the CJTF,
enhancing the operational
capabilities of both the US Armed
Forces and NATO Allies.

In recognition of his achieve-
ments he was awarded the United
States Presidential Award, The
Legion of Merit, by Vice Admiral
Wil l iam J Fallon, Commander
Striking Fleet Atlantic.

Admiral Fallon praised Capt
Welch's accomplishments and said
that they reflected great credit
upon himself, but also on the
Royal Navy.

Capt Welch, who has also served
in Australia and Italy and was the
first CO of HMS Lancaster, is now
Royal Navy Director of Joint

Yachtsman
sails into

retirement
CULDROSE sailing centre's
Tony Ayers is steering a
course for retirement after
eight years in charge of the
Falmouth boats.

And in recognition of his
superb work at the centre he
was presented with a Culdrose
Award for Special Endeavour
by Commodore Tony Hogg.

Commodore Hogg said:
"The Culdrose Sailing Centre
has a reputation second to
none and the high regard in
which it is held is largely due
to Tony's friendly personality
and dedication."

Mr Ayers has worked at the
sailing centre since 1991,
when he retired from the MOD
as a Senior Naval Architect.

During his tenure the centre
acquired new boats and many
enthusiasts were helped to
gain their RYA Yachtmasters
with evening classes given by
Tony in his own time.

• HONOURED: Commander Striking Force Atlantic awards the
Legion of Merit to Capt Jon Welch.

Maritime Operational Training
Staff at Northwood, Middlesex.

Q The US Navy and Marine
Corps Medal has been won by Cdr
David Waters for his ground-
breaking work on torpedo defence
during a posting to America.

Cdr Waters, who is now with the
Defence Export Sales Staff in
London, was Deputy Head and
Technical Director of the US/UK
Surface Ship Torpedo Defence
(SSTD) project office in
Washington.

He concentrated on the demon-
stration and validation phase of
project and in two major trials
more than 100 torpedoes were
fired at the USS Duluth, with the
system performing exceptionally
well against all threats.

The commendation read: "Cdr
Waters has made a significant and
lasting contribution to both the US
and UK in the field of surface ship
torpedo defence by projecting his
unique blend of programme and
technical management capabilities
with in-depth operational experi-
ence.

"His exceptional professional-
ism, personal initiative and loyal
devotion to duty reflected credit
upon him and were in keeping with
the highest traditions of United
States Naval Service.

Cdr Waters said: "It means a
great deal to me that my US col-
leagues recommended me for this,
but much of the effort was made
easier by the others in what was a
very talented team."

• DEDICATED: Culdrose
Sailing Centre's Tony Ayers.

Illustrious reunion for NAAFI ladies
HMS ILLUSTRIOUS was lucky enough to have four
female NAAFI staff at sea during her recent operations in
the Mediterranean.

The ship believes it is the first time that so many female NAAFI
staff have served together at sea and the latest trip reunited

Charolette Johnstone and Allison Sehar who were the first
female NAAFI staff to serve at sea four years ago.

Charolette, from Brighouse, and Allison, from Cumbernauld,
were joined on HMS Illustrious's latest voyage by Tracey
Watterson from Birkenhead and Irene McDonald from Glasgow.

• ALL AT SEA: Tracey Watterson (left) Irene McDonald, Charolette Johnstone and Allison Sehar in the NAAFI, HMS Illustrious.
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In brief

• MEDAL: Lt Ashworth

Engineering
success
HMS WESTMINSTER'S
Lt Helen Ashworth was the
best Marine Engineering
Officer in initial and profes-
sional t ra ining at HMS
Sultan in 1999.

And her efforts have been
rewarded with the Silver Jubilee
Medal from the Institute of
Mechanical Engineers .

Lt Ashworth. who is now
Westminster's Deputy MEO.
was presented with the medal
at her passing out parade by
Peter Gee, President of the
Ins t i tu te of Mechanical
Engineers.

Calliope win
Duffy Trophy
THE MESSAGE which
came across during a
communications competi-
tion at HMS Collingwood
was loud and clear - HMS
Calliope are the best!

Personnel from the Reserve
Training Centre came top in the
test of their practical skills and
have won the Duffy
Communications Trophy.

The delighted team were
presented with their prize by
Director Naval Reserves, Capt
John Rimington.

Regulator
rewarded
SOME Regulators might
say that theirs is a thankless
task - but not LREG Bryn
Mart in from the Royal
Navy's Provost HQ.

Bryn scored the highest
marks dur ing his Regulating
Petty Officers qual i fy ing course
and he was rewarded with a
Herbert Lott award for
excellence.

It was presented to him by
Capt David Tall. Captain Base
Personnel Devonport. at a gath-
ering of colleagues at Provost
HQ in HMS Drake.

Research
pays off
TWO GIRLS from
Wentworth College in
Bournemouth found their
interest in the Navy paid off
handsomely.

After a tour of HMS Victory
and HMS Warrior. Araminta
Ledger and Lucy Stevens were
inspired to produce a project on
developments in Naval technol-
ogy in the 95 years which sepa-
rate the two ships.

Their work was entered in a
Royal Historical Society
competition and it won the girls
and their school £2()0-worth of
prizes and a certificate of
commendation.

Their history teacher Laura
Bailey said: "I'm thrilled with
the enthusiasm that these two
students have shown."

People in the News

SUN, SAND AND BIRDS...
SAILORS from HMS Exeter ventured deep
into the Qatar! Desert while the destroyer
was alongside in Doha.

During the visit, arranged by liaison officer
Captain All Nouh AI-Mutawa, they were wel-
comed with traditional Qatari hospitality, enjoy-
ing sweet tea and a superb display of falconry.

Exeter is in the middle of her deployment to
the Gulf were she has been engaged on Armilla
Patrol duties.
• GUESTS: LMEM Stuart Vickerage, LPT Alan
Nekrews and OM Sam Arnold with Captain All
Nouh AI-Mutawa (right) his young son, and two
of the Qatari falconers. Picture: PO(PHOT) Dave Coombs

Marines treated
royally in Cyprus
T

I HE ISLAND of Cyprus proved to be the perfect venue for Taunton-based 40
Commando to wind down after the rigors of Exercise Bright Star in Egypt's
Western Desert.

After the heat and dust of the largest coalition
exercise ever staged, the Royal Marines and
members of their supporting arms enjoyed a
host of activities there.

With the help of British Forces in Cyprus a full
programme of adventurous training was put together
offering everything from windsurfing to climbing.

But 40 Commando were not the first to arrive in
Cyprus-a contingent of 15 men from the Commando

Logistics Regiment at the Royal Marines Barracks in
Chivenor, North Devon, landed there a month before
them.

Their duty was to guard more than 300 vehicles
which had been pre-positioned at RAF Akrotiri for
use by 3 Commando Brigade during Bright Star.

And after the vehicles were returned to Cyprus a
similar-sized detachment flew out to look after them
before their return to the UK.

• CYPRUS: Royal Marines from the Commando Logistics Regiment on station at RAF Akrotiri.

Appealing surprise
EVERY YEAR Portsmouth's CPOWWTR Carol Parker
gives up some of her spare time to support the annual
Poppy Appeal.

But this time she was on the receiving end when the Royal
British Legion arranged a presentation to thank her for all her
efforts.

Carol, who works in Victory Building at Portsmouth Naval
Base, was taken completely by surprise when Rear Admiral Peter
Dunt presented her with a plaque from the Portsmouth Branch.

Afterwards, the Royal British Legion's Colin Attrill said: "The
Poppy Appeal needs people like Carol Parker, she has done
some outstanding work for us."SURPRISED: Carol Parker

AWARD IS CROWNING GLORY

• IN THE FRAME: Devonport PHOTS Jack Russell and Dave
Whittaker, in front of the lens for a change! Picture: OM<C) Angle Pearce

NAVY photographers Jack
Russell and Dave
Whittaker have snapped
up Herbert Lott awards for
their coverage of the
Queen's visit to Devonport.

The two Leading Airmen
Photographers from HMS
Drake put together a marvel-
lous photographic display for
Her Majesty's visit, with much
of the work being done in their
spare time.

On the day they covered
every angle of the visit and
both photographers produced
an excellent portfolio of
pictures afterwards.

The citation for the Herbert
Lott award said that their work
had been a significant factor
in the overall success of the
Royal visit.

Reservist finds his
uncle's war grave
EXERCISE Bright Star gave Medical Reservist Surg Cdr Don
Smith an opportunity to visit the grave of an uncle who is buried
in the El Hadra memorial cemetery in Alexandria.

Cdr Smith's uncle was also a volunteer and was also called Donald
Smith. Lt Donald Smith joined the RNVR in HMS Caroline in 1939. and
after surviving two plane crashes in a single week, he was posted to a
destroyer on Atlantic convoy duty and then to the Mediterranean.

His ship, HMS Penn. famously survived the Pedestal convoy to Malta
after towing the stricken tanker SS Ohio into Grand Harbour, and Lt
Smith went on to serve in the Torch and Husky landings in North Africa
and Sicily before his death in 1944.

L) Surg Cdr Smith was in charge of a four-strong RNR Medical Branch
detachment sent to RFA Sir Geraint from HMS President and HMS
Eaglet which included Lt(Q) Sheryl Meldram, CPO Pete Crimmins and
LMSA Steve Athol.

Cdr Don Smith by his uncle's grave in Alexandria.

Are you S.A.D. in Winter ?
Do you suffer from the Winter Blues? -

also known as Seasonal Affective Disorder (S.A.D.)
SAD is caused by the reduction of sunlight

during the winter months
Now you don't need to hibernate - or even migrate

to alleviate the symptoms

Light therapy equipment is also beneficial for Jet Lag and Shift
Work and is available from the S.A.D. Lightbox Company

Let us put the sunshine back inic
Write or call for our information pack

S.A.D. Lightbox CO LTD
19 Lincoln Road, Cressex Business Park,

High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3FX
Tel: 01494448727

:o your life!

SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS

Contact Elizabeth Caple

JOHN HODGE & CO.
S O L I C I T O R S "

01179292281
Immediate and FREE initial advice

Legal Aid • No Win-No Fee
Members of The Law Society Personal Injury and Medical Negligence Panels
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Northumberland to the rescue
as hurricane strikes Anguilla
WITHIN hours of Hurricane Lenny smashing

into the Caribbean island of Anguilla sailors
from HMS Northumberland were ashore to

co-ordinate the disaster relief operation.
Northumberland was alerted to the island's distress

while on counter-drugs patrol near Puerto Rico and she
pursued the eye of the hurricane to reach the British
Dependent Territory.

At the request of His Excellency the Governor, Mr Robert
Harris, the ship's officers were sent ashore and
Northumberland's Lynx was launched to survey damage to the
island.

In the meantime the ship
went to the aid of a 150-ft
merchant vessel, Pride La
Dominique, which had been
drifting helplessly in towering
seas for three days with its
engine dead and hull leaking
dangerously.

After a three-hour marathon
effort, involving daring and
dramatic ship handling in
winds of up to 150 knots, the
stricken vessel was taken into
tow and moved to a sheltered
anchorage in Anguilla.

Over the next 48 hours,
teams of skilled personnel
were sent ashore to begin the
arduous task of restoring the
island's infrastructure.

HMS Northumberland's
mechanical and electrical
engineers played a vital part
in repairing power generation
and distribution equipment,
including the replacement of
telegraph poles and power
lines brought down by
Hurricane Lenny.

As well as restoring many
essential telephone lines, the
ship's communications
engineers single-handedly
brought Radio Anguilla back

on air after repairing their
generator and radio mast.

Many more members of the
174 ship's company helped in
the clean-up operation, using
chain saws and other special-
ist disaster relief equipment
embarked in Northumberland
before leaving the UK.

Top priority was the open-
ing of essential roads and the
felling of dangerous
structures but by far the most
unpleasant task was left to the
ship's diving team, who had to
clear flooded pastures of
dead livestock.

Many of the animals had
been tethered and were sub-
merged under 15 feet of water
while others had to be
removed from trees before
being dragged to shore to
prevent the spead of disease.

The final task for HMS
Northumberland was to return
four lighthouse keepers to
their posts using her Lynx
helicopter.

When the work was com-
plete, Northumberland's CO,
Cdr Mike Pearey, met the
Governor for the last time and

• RESCUER: HMS Northumberland pursued the eye of Hurricane
Lenny and arrived at Anguilla within hours of it striking.

was thanked for the ship's
invaluable efforts in restoring
normality.

Cdr Pearey said: "HMS
Northumberland's contribu-
tion to the restoration of
Anguilla to normality in the
wake of hurricane Lenny
accounts for one of the main
reasons the UK Government

• DAMAGE: Light aircraft destroyed by Hurricane Lenny when it struck Anguilla airport.

deploys a Royal Navy ship to
the Caribbean.

"I and my ship's company
feel privileged to have been
able to lend a hand in those
vital first few days of the oper-
ation.

"Before departing from the
UK, we embarked stores and
equipment essential for hurri-
cane relief, hoping that we
would not be required to use
them.

"But when we were called,
they were used to good effect
by my team of enthusiastic
and skilled personnel and all
on board agree that this was a
satisfying and humbling expe-
rience." "

Northumberland, a Type 23
frigate, returned to her home
port of Devonport in
December after a six-month
stint in the Caribbean.

During her deployment she
seized over 2.2 tonnes of
cocaine for the merchant ves-
sel Adriatik and promoted
British interests throughout
the region, visiting many of
the Caribbean islands as well
as countries in Central and
South America.

• POWER LINES: CPO Ingiszi repairing power cables
from the bucket of a JOB.

EMERGENCY: HMS Northumberland's CO, Cdr Mike Pearey, XO Lt Cdr Adrian Wallis
and Lt Johnny Ley discuss the situation at the Anguilla Emergency Operations Centre.

• LIVESTOCK: The diving team from HMS Northumberland clearing dead cattle from Anguilla's
flooded pastures to prevent the spread of disease.
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At Your Service
Calling Old Shipmates

Seeking Darby Allen PRI served with John
Turner on HMS Torquay 1965-66. Contact
John. ex-TASI, on 1 519 472 0908. Ontario
Canada - phone and reverse charges.

HMS Activity: If anyone served in 1945,
contact Bob (Junior) Taylor, 18, Hazel Grove,
Winchester SO22 4PQ. tel: 01962 854231.

HMS Glory, 1943: John Evans wishes to
contact 'Dinger' Bell. Barry Russell, Nick
Nicholls from 54 Mess. Contact John at
'Grianan', Wilderness Drive, Mitcheldeane.
Glos GL17 OHA, tel: 01594 542454.

Did you serve in HMS Sherwood (I80)
1940-43, or the RNR training base of the
same name from the early 80's to the pre-
sent? Contact Mike Brady. 146. Western
Boulevard, Nottingham NG8 3NW.

HMS Protector 1961-63: Laurie Debona
seeks fellow members of the Cooks and
Stewards Mess and anyone from that ship
who remembers him. Contact 01622 763 740.

Bill Fleckney wishes to contact C. Taylor
of HMS Montclare (1945), also ex-Sea
Cadets who joined the RN from London
Twickenham unit in the 60's, particularly
Burton, Tucker, Stanyer and the Mack twins,
Keith and Chris. Contact Bill Fleckney. 14,
Buckland Path. Buckland, Portsmouth PO2
7DB, tel: 023 92 815921.

HMS Tenby J34, WWII Bangor-class
minesweeper, and F65. post war anti-sub-
marine frigate (1955-73): seeking ex-ships'
company. Call Jeff Mays on 01452 614459 or
email: jeffrey.mays@virgin.net

Blondie Roe is seeking all he served with
during his brief career: Ganges March 15.
1960, Mercury, Jaguar, Pellew. Whitehall
Wireless. FO2 FES staff. Mauritius. Ganges.
Blake. Walked out of Victory gates April
1972. Richard Roe now lives in New
Zealand. Email: roedist@the.net.nz

HMS Whitesand Bay: Geoff Nightingale
seeks Alfie Mallet. Bob Lightfoot. Bill Bailey.
Sid Greaves and Rod Cundy. Contact Geoff
at 268. Galley Hill. Gadebridge. Hemel
Hempstead HP1 3LD. tel: 01442 263405.

HMS Berwick 1944-45: Gordon (Gordie)
Little seeks his old shipmate. Radar
Operator William (Tex) Shipley. Contact
Gordon at #405. 2335 Whyte Ave. Port
Coquitlam, BC. V3C 2A3, Canada, or tel
Pete Dixon on 01777 703060,

HMS Jamaica 1956-57: Terry Pittaway.
give your little oppo - body-building, roller-
skating - Doug Ballands a call on 01279
659862 for a chat.

HMS Triumph 1976: Chris Stonestreet is
trying to find Paul Lewis, who later moved on
to submarines. His family lived in Tottenham
Court Rd, London. Info to Mrs E. Ayling.
Helwith Cottage, Marske. Richmond DL11
7EG. tel/fax: 01748 884774.

HMS Loch Lomond, 1955-56 East
Indies: Looking tor communicators Minchin,
Palmer and Harrison, seamen Hollis, Barnet.
Hollingshead. and PO Flatherty. also officers
Parry, Jacques and Hooper-Henderson.
Other Loch-class crews interested in the
Loch-class Frigates Association can also
contact me. Next reunion is April 2000.
Contact Edward Freathy, Elmbank. Marlow

Rd, Bourne End SL8 5NL. tel: 01628
523711.

C-class Destroyermen. from whichever
theatre you served in - join our Association.
For details contact Cliff Longfoot, Chief
Pressganger on 0151 226 3675.

HMS Tortola or HMS Pitcairn: Did you
serve in these frigates 1944-45? Write to
Harry Ingram, 83, Annandale Ave. Bognor
Regis PO21 2ET

The Fourth Escort Group are holding
their first reunion in Leicester on April 8. All
ranks welcome, as are those from any of the
Captain class frigates. Please phone Harry
Fine for details on 0181 4559400.

HMS LCI 317 (later LCH 317) 1942-46:
Ken Bright (Sparks) wishes to hear from for-
mer shipmates or relatives e.g. Sam
Winterburn, Gerald Eveliegh, Bert Luckie
and S. Roberts. Contact Sparks. 62. Cowper
Rd, Cambridge CB1 3SN. tel: 01223
246856.

Any members of Forward Support Unit
03 who served aboard RFA Sir Galahad, or
members of the MCMV squadrons supported
by FSU 03 at the same time, contact Terry
Gooding Jex CPOSA) on 01383
823528/820156, fax: 0411 544132 or email:
gvafife@diaistart.net or write, enclosing
large SAE - he has some interesting news -
at 22. Glencoul Ave. Dalgety Bay. Fife KY11
9XL

HMS London 1978-81: Eddie (Stumpy)
Cowling seeks Gordon (Pony) Moores. for-
merly of Bournemouth. Ring Stumpy on 0117
9300544 (work), 07770 561445 24 hrs or
01454 260867 evenings and weekends.

MTB763: If you were among the crew of
MTB 763, contact Bill Handley, 68, Gordon
Rd. Herne Bay CT6 5QT. tel: 01227 375257.

HMS Broadsword F88: Calling all ex
Broadswordies, re an idea for a Guzz-based
get-together. Due to the interest shown here
Steve Hobbs has decided to test the water.
So dependant on responses contact Steve at
2. Greenfield Rd, Saltash. PL124LJ.

HMS Ganges, Collingwood Division 391
Class 1961-2: Signalmen looking for Sid
Foster (Portsmouth), Tomo Thompson
(London) and Sandy Sandiford. Contact Dave
Brighton, Datchets, 180, Medstead Rd,
Beech, Alton GU34 4AJ, tel: 01420 563944.

James Edwards, served 1946-54.
Anyone knowing of Jim from the HM ships
Glendower, Impericuse. Mull of Galloway,
Victory, Boxer, Implacable, Highflyer, Loch
Quoich and RFA Wave Premier are invited to
contact him via his daughter, Mrs Jan
Redmond, 38, Highcroft, Spennymoor, Co,
Durham DL16 7AN, tel: 01388 815286.

HMS Nelson "Nellie" 1938: Seeking any
crew; contact C.T. Johnson. 111, Glapthorne
Rd, Oundle. Peterborough PE8 4PS.

HMS Protector: Calling Terry (Tony)
Ready. Regret all details about you have
been lost re joining. Sorry - please contact
Bill Bartlett again on 01202 480767.

Bill Skilling, J and K Class destroyers
stalwart, would like to thank his old ship-
mates for the get-well cards and Christmas
greetings he has received; he cannot reply
personally as he is currently too ill to write.

Reunions
January

HMS Illustrious Association, Remembrance
Service and reunion, January 19: 1130 assem-
ble at Lloyds. 1. Lime Street, London for cere-
mony at Ships Bell, then service at St Mary,
Aldermary, Bow Lane, 1305. Details from
Secretary (Southern Branch), 71 Kingswood
Ave, Bromley BR2 ONR. tel: 0181 290 6775.

March
HMS Glory Association: All commission

welcome to reunion in March. Details of this
and other meetings in June and September
from Peter Warde, 91. Dinglederry, Olney,
Bucks MK46 5EU, tel: 01234 711611.

HMS Cavalier 1970/72: Officers and
ship's company of the last commission are
invited to the Nautical Club, Birmingham, on
March 4. Send name, address and number,
with SAE, to David Thompson, 18 Grace Rd,
Worle, Weston-super-Mare BS22 7DT.

April
HMS Loch Fada 1944-67, all ranks, all

commissions: reunion at Eastbourne in April.
Over 200 in contact. Details from Bob Harris.
12, Alandale Rd, Sholing, Southampton
SO19 1DG. tel: 023 80 391848.

HMS Venerable Association: Millennium
reunion April 7-10 at the Somerset Hotel,
Llandudno. All enquiries to Bas Redfern,
'Hazeldene', 64, Coppice Rd, Taike, Stoke-

Over to You
HMS Vanguard. Does anyone have a photo-
graph of Mrs Treen's daughters christening
on board in 1951, with the ship's bell used as
the font? The details were also entered in the
ships log, of which she would love to get a
photocopy. Contact Mrs R. Treen, 40 Mount
Pleasant Ave, Exmouth EX8 4QH.

HMS Gloucester: Mr R. Bowgen has in
his late father's possessions a copy of the
programme Nautical Nonsense, staged by
the crew in 1940, probably in Alexandria. If
any of the crew or the Association would like
a copy, contact Mr Bowgen at 1, Paganel
Rise, Minehead, Somerset TA24 5HG.

Naval Camouflage in WWII: R. Groves
seeks info on the following ships on the East
Indies station. 1941: port side only, HMS
Hermes: port and stbd sides, Cornwall,
Dragon, Delhi, Dauntless, Danae, Durban,
Emerald, Enterprise, Hawkins. Photos or pho-
tocopies ideal. Reply: R. Groves, Battramsley
House, Boldre. Lymington SO47 8ND.

HMS Eastbourne (F73): Jim Kelly is
seeking contact with officers in HMS
Eastbourne during the Med deployment in
the winter of 1970-71. Contact Jim Kelly (ex-
USS William R Rush DD/DDR-714), 53. Jake
Tucker Rd, Midland. NC, 28107-5417, USA.

HMS Cairo: R. Paffett read of a Ldg
Stoker Edwin Hutt of HMS Cairo. After con-
tacting the author, he consulted the remain-
ing stokers in the Association, but they could
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• The Fairey Albacore, historically
destined to play second fiddle to
the Swordfish

Fairey Albacore
DESIGNED as a replacement for the
Swordfish, which actually outlived it, the
Albacore does not have the heroic repu-
tation enjoyed by its stablemate.

However, the aircraft's image as a poor
cousin of the Stringbag is not entirely
deserved.

At the height of its career, no fewer than 15
squadrons were equipped with the type, and it
saw useful and destructive service in the
Mediterranean, Western Desert, Indian Ocean
and protecting convoys in the Atlantic and
Arctic.

Though among some Fleet Air Arm pilots
the Swordfish was the preferred aircraft, the
Albacore had several advantages. When intro-
duced in 1939, it offered better crew comfort
through enclosed, heated cockpits. Unlike any
other British biplane of the time, it had an all-
metal fuselage - and its smooth-running,
sleeve-valve engine ensured a quick take-off
and fuel economy.

The Albacore was first used operationally in
1940 during the Battle of France, and during
that year - flying from shore bases in Britain -
one squadron alone, 826, made 22 night raids
on harbour installations and escorted 56 con-
voys.

In 1941 that squadron and 829 were the first
to take the Albacore to sea - in HMS
Formidable. Soon in action at the Battle of
Cape Matapan, they distinguished themselves
by severely damaging the Italian battleship
Vittorio Veneto in a torpedo attack pressed

home effectively and with great gallantry.
Albacores were also flown from Malta in

1941-43, mining targets in Italy, Sicily and
North Africa, and attacking enemy convoys.

They played a vital role, too, in action
ashore. In the Western Desert in July 1942,
nine aircraft of 826 Squadron flew 250 miles
behind enemy lines, refuelled at a secret ren-
dezvous, to attack a convoy off Tobruk.

During two months before the Battle of El
Alamein, Albacores dropped a total of 12,000
flares to light up Rommel's positions. They
also spotted for Naval guns, attacked 17 U-
boats in the eastern Mediterranean, supported
the North Africa landings and took part in
bombing raids against land targets.

But while the Stringbag continued in service
until the last day of the war, the Albacore's
operational life with the Navy came to an end
in 1943, by which time it had been replaced
either by Barracudas or Avengers.

Some Albacores did, however, fly on for at
least another year - with the Royal Canadian
Air Force, whose aircraft took part in D-Day
operations.

The Fairey Albacore had a crew of three and
could carry an 18m torpedo or a 2,000lb bomb
load. One machine-gun was fixed to fire for-
wards and there were two in the rear cockpit.

The 1,065hp Bristol Taurus II (or 1,130hp
Bristol Taurus XII) gave a top speed of 161 mph
at 6,000ft, a climb rate of eight minutes to that
height, a range of 710 miles with a 2,000lb war
load, and a service ceiling of 20,700ft.

on-Trent ST7 1UA. tel: 01782 784876.
HMS Cairo: AGM at the Royal Sailors

Home Club. Portsmouth, on April 8. More
details from R. J. Patfett. 19. St Martins Rd.
Wroxall. Isle of Wight PO38 3BW.

HMS Opossum (F33) Association
reunion at the Norbreck Castle Hotel.
Blackpool, from April 14-17. All ex-shipmates
and partners are welcome to attend. Contact
Harry Catterson on 01642 881770 or e-mail:
opossumf33@ic24.net

HMS Tenby (F65 and J34) reunion April
28-May 1 at the Trecarne Hotel, Babba-
combe. Torquay. Details from Phil Rowe.
0161 7477325. e-mail: p.rowe@virgin.net

HMS Black Swan Association reunion
at Gillingham, Kent, on April 29-30.
Shipmates and guests old and new. from all
commissions are welcome. Details from
John Dunstan. 47 Abbotsbury Rd. Newton
Abbot. Devon TQ12 2NS. tel: 01626 354294.

May

served aboard this ship and are not already
in contact, come and join WB shipmates.
Reunion is on May 12-13 at the Angel Hotel.
Royal Leamington Spa. Contact Bob (Topsy)
Turner. 17. Mill Way. East Grinstead. West
Sussex RH19 4DD. tel: 01342 323801. or
email: reg@rudgwick2b.freeserve.co.uk

HMS Cleopatra All ex-'Cleos'. cruiser or
frigate, can be sure of a warm welcome at
our reunion at the Cairn Hotel. Harrogate
from May 12-15. Details from F. E. Daniel.
45. Glebe Rise. Kings Sutton. Banbury, Oxon
OX17 3PH. tel: 01295 810024.

HMS Swiftsure Association. Cruiser
and Submarine: Buffet lunch reunion on May
13 in Watford. Details available from David
George. 'Mullion1. Shipton Green. Itchenor,
Chichester PO20 7BZ. tel 01243 512998.

HMS Hermione Association reunion at
the Walton Park Hotel. Clevedon, Bristol.
May 19-21. Details from Steve Brotherton.
37. McCarthy Close. Warrington WA3 6RS.

HMS Liverpool Association reunion on
June 10 at HMS Nelson. Portsmouth. The
members of any ship's companies, any com-
mission, any rank or rating, are invited.
Details from John Waters. 2. Dewberry Rd.
Wordsley. Stourbridge DY8 5XJ.

Reunion of former WRNS Officers and
female RN Officers at Goldsmiths' Hall.
London, on June 15 at 1830. Details avail-
able from the Secretary. WRNS 2000. Old
Colwell Lodge. Colwell Common Rd, Totland
Bay. Isle of Wight PO39 OBZ.

August

HMS Magpie reunion on May 5 at the
Cromond Hotel. Southport. Details from Tom
Iddon on 01704 541567.

HMS Alacrity Falklands 2000 reunion:
For all who served in HMS Alacrity during the
Falklands War. at the Royal Fleet Club.
Devonport, on May 7. Contact CPOSA Steve
Parker. The Stores School, RNSS, HMS
Raleigh, Torpoint, Cornwall PL11 2PD, tel:
01752 811521 during working hours.

HMS Widemouth Bay 1944-57: If you

reveal little. Hutt first served in HMS Berwick
after training at Portsmouth in 1940. If any-
one has any info on him or any other Cairo
crew, contact R. Paffett, 19, St Martins Rd.
Wroxall, Isle of Wight PO38 3BW.

Crete WWII: Were you involved or inter-
ested in the events in Crete in WWII?
Particularly keen to contact anyone who took
part in the escapes from Preveli, either as
rescuers aboard HMS Thrasher or HMS
Torbay, or amongst the rescued. Contact Tim
Todd at Kastri, Gall Close, Abingdon OX 14
3XY, email: TimTodd@kastri.freeserve.co.uk

HMS Ark Royal: Barry Adamson is trying
to trace his cousin Lynn Green, who served
on the Ark during the 50s and 60s, and was
born in the Liverpool area. Barry's mother
moved to South Africa in 1948, where Barry
was born. Her sister, Violet Green (Lynn's
mother} and Violet's daughter Narelle spent
a couple of years in South Africa in the 60s
but returned to England, when contact was
lost. Lynn also has a sister. Lorn, who settled
in Cape Town. Contact Barry at 17 Drayton
Grove, Drayton, Norwich NR8 6PU, email:
bazza@bjadamason.freeserve.co.uk

Empire Sapphire: Enthusiast seeks into
regarding the wartime exploits of this 1941
built tanker. Contact S. Tacey, 90, Appleby
Lane, Broghton. Brigg, N Lines DN20 DAY.

HM Ships Ripley and Quorn: Frank
Ward, killed HMS Quorn 1944: shipmates
who served with Frank in HMS Ripley 1942-
43 who would like to attend a service, contact
E. Williams at 87, Olive Rd, Coxford.
Southampton SO16 5FT, tel: 01703 906402.

1996 Royal Tournament: Chas would
like to hear from anyone who has a video of
the 1996 Tournament (RN Year), staged at
Earls Court. Contact Chas on 01524 61840.

Brickwood's Field Gun Competition:
The history of this event is being compiled. If
you ran prior to 1975. let Lt Cdr Eric Sneyd
have your anecdotes, team lists, winners
details, general history (why did it move from

June
HMS Brissenden 1942-48 Association

reunion at Southsea on June 3. Details from
Cliff Lawrence, 31. The Limes. Trees Estate.
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 2JN, tel 0908
647665.

HMS Tattoo & HMS Pique, 40th MSF
1943-47: A reunion for ex-crews is on June 6-
7 at Portsmouth. Contact Arthur (Joe) Rue.
30. East Drive. Blunsden Abbey. Swindon,
Wiltshire SN2 4DP, tel: 01793 724490.

HMS Excellent?) etc. Photos of teams or the
event would be appreciated and returned
once copied. Info to Lt Cdr Sneyd, F18
Marlborough, HMS Collingwood. Newgate
Lane, Fareham PO14 1AS. tel: 01329
332253 or fax: 01329 332659.

HMS Ausoria: Does anyone know the
whereabouts of the large Bible, presented to
HMS Ausoria by the Vicar of Mark Church in
Somerset. Inscribed inside was the following
- "The Bible to be returned to Mark Church
when the ship is finally de-commissioned".
Contact Mr N. Feltham, Parnham Cottage,
24, Church Lane, Compton Bishop, Axbridge
BS262HB, tel: 01934 732533.

Model Submarine HMS Seneschal: Has
anyone seen this model, made from one
piece of brass, about 16 inches long, stand-
ing on a black fibreglass plinth. There is also
a small brass nameplale on the plinth which
reads HM Submarine Seneschal. It was
stolen from a home in late September and is
of great sentimental value. If you have seen
it or know of its whereabouts, contact the
Burglary Squad, Lewisham Police Station,
London SE13, tel: 0181 695 1212 ext 28368.

Manual of Seamanship: Having returned
his issue on leaving the service in 1950, G.
Selley now wonders if, for nostalgic reasons,
it is still possible to get hold of a copy, and if
so, from where? Contact Mr Selley at 15,
Ramsay Street, Brouqhty Ferry, Dundee
DD5 2SE.

Does any shipmate remember, on
December 4, 1939, on draft from Skegness to
Chatham, arriving at Chatham Station then
marching in columns of four with a lamp to
Chatham Barracks? Contact Arthur Skelton,
2. Ostlers Court. Snodland, Kent ME6 5NF.

HMS Anson Association seek the
whereabouts of the ship's bell. The ship was
broken up in 1957-8. Contact Fred Bangert.
6. Cuttys Lane. Stevenage SG1 1UL, tel:
01438233074.

HMS Cumberland 1938: Does anyone

HMS Picotee, sunk by U-boat on August
12. 1941. Mrs D. Laws hopes to organise a
memorial service in honour of the crew who
were all 'missing presumed killed'. From the
previous services a plaque has been erected
in St Georges Church, Chatham. Details
from Mrs D. Laws. 10, Ripon Rd. Plumstead,
London SE18 3PS, tel 0181 855 3158.

St Georges School, Hong Kong:
Reunion at the Falcon Hotel, Chapel Street.
Stratford-upon-Avon from August 18-20.
Details from Una Taylor. 6 Cricklebeck,
Heelands, Milton Keynes MK13 7PY, tel:
01908315034.

HMS Pheasant 1943-46 reunion at Sinah
Warren, Hayling Island, August 25-28.
Contact B. Dowding, 1. Dymchurch Close.
Clayhall. llford IG5 OLB. tel: 0181 924 9158.

remember the name of the Master-at-Arms of
HMS Cumberland during her return to
Chatham from the China Station. 1938. The
MAA's messman's name was A/B Jenks.
Please contact T. Donnelly, 203/335 West
Hurst Avenue, Parksville, BC, Canada V9P
2R5.

Jack Cornwell VC: Does anyone know
the whereabouts of the large oil painting of
Boy First Class Jack Cornwell VC, standing
by his gun mounting, severely wounded, in
HMS Chester at Jutland? If anyone has any
information about it, please contact R.
Wilson, 1, Beechwood Road, Holbury.
Hampshire SO45 2JD, tel: 01703891687.

HMS Courageous: Was an object from
the aircraft carrier left in a Belfast church
before she sailed and was lost 60 years ago?
If you know about this, contact David
Radnedge at 6. Recreation Road, Norwich
NR2 3PA.

Kenneth Parsons: Kenneth's relatives
are urgently seeking him in connection to an
illness in the family. He is an ex-Marine who
went to live in Kittery Maine in 1976. but may
have moved on from there since. He is
around 5ft 9in with steel-blue eyes, has an
Irish accent and is 63 years old. Official
traces have proved fruitless - does anyone
know where Kenneth is? Contact can be
made through a third party if necessary.
Please contact Alison Nicholl on alini-
choll@netscapeonline.co.uk

Memories of Korea
DO YOU have any memories, anecdotes and/or pho-
tographs of the Royal Navy's part in the Korean War?

Would you like to share them with readers of Navy News?
If so, please write to Korea Supplement, Navy News, HMS

Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH, marking the envelope
'Korea'.

All photographs will be returned.

WW2 TV
Documentary
seeks former sailors & fumilies with

memories 1939 lo Sep. '41.
Dunkirk, Mod, Atlantic, convoys, subs,

shore leave, sinkings & being sunk.

Contact Grant Sundin
0171 428 4754

Royal Marines
School of Music
Millennium Concert
21 Jan 2000 in St Peter's Church

Bishops Waltham at 7.30pm

Tickets £6, OAP/Children £4.50
^.Available from 01489 895796/

New Zealand's Navy serves one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Spectacular scenery,
unspoiled natural riches and a quality of life that is internationally renowned has made New Zealand a
wonderful home for dozens of ex-Royal Navy personnel.

Right now we are looking for Leading Hands and Petty Officers who have maintained radar, sonar,
gunnery and control and combat systems.

For further information and an application form please send your curriculum vitae to:

THE HEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF

NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, HAYMARKET, LONDON SW1Y 4TQ. It's your future. Launch it.
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Fit Lt Struthers sitting on the edge of the open cockpit of
the Coastal airship C9. On October 3,1917, while returning
to RN Air Station Mullion after a long, tiring patrol, C9's W T
operator picked up a distress call from a ship torpedoed
near Start Point. They spotted the U-boat's periscope and
dropped four 110lb "depth bombs". Bubbles of air came to
the surface, indicating that the enemy was at least badly
damaged. A nearby armed trawler was signalled to come in
and finish the job. Most of C9's life was under the command
of Struthers, who took part in the destruction of two further
U-boats.
- From Sky Sailors, the Story of the World's Airshipmen
(Sutton £20) by Ces Mowthorpe.

'Finest hour'
survivors go
on record

JVew Photo's
from Old!

Scratched * Ripped * Faded
Using a computerised process,

we can invisibly repair your
cherished photographs without
damaging your original image.

Repairs from: £19.99
Enlargements from: £6.00

Quantom imaging
Jreepoft *TK2097(no stamp req)

PO r3ox 84. Egham.
Surrey, <W20 8%K

TEC: 01984 43O6O7

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK
With

The Pentland Press
[Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA

Established publisher welcomes
books in all subjects.

Write for details or send your manuscript to.

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Mutton Close,
South Church, Durham DL14 6XG

Tel: 01388776555 Fax: 01388 776766

GET YOUR
BOOK PUBLISHED

Have you or your family a siory you
wish to share? Let BDP produce it.

Our specialist publishing service wil l
ensure the highest professional standards.
o>ntacl us for further information or send us your manuscript.
Bernard Durnford Publishing
The Old Museum, Bramber, West Sussex,

U N 44 . m i . I nited Kingdom
Tel: 01903 816677 Fax: 01903 816655

ADMIRALTY
SHIPS BADGES

ORIGINAL PATTERNS
1919-1994

now with addendum
1995-1998

A two-volume work in hardback with
8-page addendum. Full colour
printing of over 1720 approved

Pattern badges for H.M. Ships, Shore
Establishments and R.F.A's together
with a brief text for every badge, full
index and glossary of heraldic terms.

£54 inc. p.p. I k . Available from
maritime bookshops or from;

STONE FRIGATE
17, Allington Drive, Strood, Kent.

ME2 3SR
Tel. 01634-711167 for further

information

BOOKFINDING SERVICE.
Out-of-Print titles. Naval and maritime
and war books, and all other subjects.
Details from: Barlow Moor Books,
29 Churchwood Road, Didsbury.
Manchester M20 6TZ.

Telephone: 0161 4345073
Fax: 0161 4482491

JUST OUT!
BRITISH WARSHIPS &
AUXILIARIES 2000/1

This complete up to date guide to the
ships & aircraft of the fleet. Over 80
photos (inc 8 page colour section)
Pennant numbers and silhouettes

Send for our full catalogue or look us up on Hie
web at: http://members.aol.com/marbooks/

MARITIME BOOKS
Lodge Hill, LiskeardPLI 4 4EL

Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747

HAVE YOU
WRITTEN A BOOK?

We are an exclusive independent
publishing company currently

seeking to extend our lists.
Write with details of your book to:

TMC (N), Whitworth Hall,
Spennymoor, County
Durham, DL16 7QX

Tel: 01388 768973
Fax: 01388 768974

"The last Run"
Competition Winner
Congratulations to
Mr C.Gill of the W. Midlands,

who is the winner of the
Limited Edition Print of the
"The Last Run"competition

in our November issue

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established
professional service locating out
of print t i t l e s on all
subjects. No obligation or SAE
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close,
Bledlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire.
HP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118
Fax:(01494)481121.
martin@hp-bookfinders.co.uk

"HMS. GANGES (The final farewell)
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise
present. Documentary includes all
aspects of GANGES before
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of
nostalgia, produced by JOHN
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S
GANGES (Tales of the T.R.O.G.'S.)
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse, Penmarth
Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX

Malta
under
siege

PERSONAL reminiscences also
closely inform David A. Thomas's
history of the Malta Convoys
(Leo Cooper £19.95) which saw
some of the most savage air/sea
battles of World War II.

If the ships survived the sea pas-
sage, they and their dangerous car-
goes would still come under
attack. James Miller was a Second
Engineer Officer in the City of
Lincoln when she arrived loaded
with aviation spirit: "We had a
lookout posted. His job was to
warn when a black flag was hoisted
ashore, the warning of incoming
enemy aircraft. They were not
long in coming. We scrambled
over the lighters into the safety of
a nearby cavern. The sound of
heavy gunfire followed by the
sound of Stukas was dwarfed by
the sound of bombs. We emerged
from the shelter to f ind the
lighters had been cut adrift. Those
who had remained on board were
visibly shaken and thereafter, on
the lookout blowing his whistle, it
was a case of abandon ship, then
get ashore quickly.The second raid
scored bomb bursts very close . . .
it was debris everywhere. A bomb
had hit our bridge and blown it
and the monkey island to bits."

Ex-SUBMARINER Iain Nethercott is one of the central characters in Finest Hour
(Hodder & Stoughton £20), Tim Clayton and Phil Craig's book of the BBC TV
series telling how Britain stood alone against Hitler's hordes in 1940.

Nethercott transferred to
submarines in 1941 and was
engaged in the Mediterranean,
the Malacca Straits and the
South Pacific.

But on May 23, 1940 he was an
anti-aircraft gunner in the destroy-
er HMS Keith, tied up at the Quai
Chanzy alongside HMS Vimy at
Boulogne.

As Stuka dive bombers swept in
to attack the ships, a swarm of
enemy tanks and infantry poured
over the hill across the river,
directly above the hotels that lined
the far bank, firing as they came.

Nethercott's pom-pom jammed,
with a shell lying crossways in the
breech. And then a mortar opened
up from behind some warehouses.
The first mortar bomb hit the jetty.
The next exploded a few yards
closer to the ship.

"Then one fell right on the iron
deck about 12 ft away and it made
a big hole in the decking and cov-
ered us with splinters. And in my
life jacket I looked like a bloody
porcupine!

"Down one side all these
slivers of steel had landed -
I got some in the shoulder,
too - and my tin hat was
clanging and banging and
got dents all over i t . . . "

Under heavy fire, the ship's ord-
nance officer and his mate cleared
the pom-pom and shouted to
Nethercott and the Leading
Seaman gunlayer Bob Dunbar to
try again. By this time the Stukas
had gone and Nethercott swung
the gun on to the warehouses. A
few seconds later it suddenly
swerved off target.

• YOUNG GUN: HMS Keith survivor lain Nethercott in HMS
Lincoln, mid-Atlantic late 1940

"I yelled out to Bob that I was
off target and when I looked he'd
got no head, his head was clean off
his shoulder, he was just there and
he'd been cut off right across his
body with a chunk of tank shell or
something pretty big.

"And of course in the Navy, it's
automatic with gunnery drill, I was
number two, he was number one.
So the number two moves up to
number one and number three
moves up to my position on the
gun. So of course I got out of the
seat and I went round and I
thought oh my God, the deck was
covered in blood, pouring out . . ."

Both the destroyers' captains
were also dead by this time and
they backed off to the open sea.
HMS Witshed and Venomous tak-
ing their place to evacuate the

British troops from the town.
Nethercott watched as

Venomous fired her 4.7-in guns
directly at a row of houses, bring-
ing the walls down on top of a
German tank. Later, after his
wounds had been dressed, he was
given a large mug of neat rum
which "knocked me out practical-
iy".

At 19, he was not yet old enough
to draw his tot.

Finest Hour is largely derived
from over a hundred original inter-
views and previously unseen
diaries, letters and memoirs.
Nethercott now lives deep in the
country, painting pictures of ships
and w r i t i n g poetry during the
nights when his memories prevent
him from sleeping.

Boats in detail
PLANS of a 40ft steam pinnace of circa 1900
showing a Maxim gun aft and a 3pdr forward.

The original reason for the introduction of
quick-firing guns for boats arose from the
growing danger from torpedo boats. It was
thought that when a fleet was at anchor it would
put out a screen of armed boats and, if suitably
armed, these would be able to sink any torpedo
boat before it was able to get within range.

By 1907 torpedo boats had so increased in
size that the guns which could be carried by
boats were no longer big enough to be effective
and thereafter they only carried machine guns.
- From The Boats of Men of War (Chatham E20)
by Cdr W. E. May
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The 'short'
war in the
Med told
at length

SUCH was the pace of devel-
opment of the Royal Navy's
motor torpedo boats from
1937 to 1945 that the primi-
tive, poorly-armed craft of the
early days contrasted vividly
with those that finished the
war.

Mediterranean MTBs at War
(Sutton £20) by Len Reynolds and
Bert Cooper is the companion vol-
ume to Dog Boats at War reviewed
in our October 1998 issue.
Compared with the "Dog Boats",
the "short" MTBs described here
were generally capable of greater
speeds, presented a much smaller
silhouette when attacking, and
were able to approach the enemy
more quietly.They were also less
vulnerable to the threat of mines.

The conditions in which they
operated were largely dictated by
the progress of the Allied armies
on land and were characterised by
the use of Advanced and Mobile
Bases, or even temporary camou-
flaged hiding-up places which
became commonplace in the
Aegean and Adriatic.

The crews often found them-
selves in places of great beauty
steeped in historical grandeur -
some compensation, at least, for
the inconvenience of time-con-
suming refuell ing, the rarity of
spare parts, inadequate mail, the
shortage of fresh food and a long
wait for home leave.

Here is told the story of these
"short" MTB flotillas from Malta
to Alexandria, through disaster in
Crete to support of the 8th Army
along the coast of North Africa, to
more reverses at Tobruk in the
summer and autumn of 1942.

And then, with victory at El
Alamein . from Africa back to
Malta and Sicily, spreading out to
Corsica and Italy, to the
Dalmat ian Islands and the
Aegean, finishing in a blaze of
unsurpassed achievement in the
Gulf of Lyons and the northern
Adriatic.

Here the 28th MTB Flotilla
in only 12 weeks made
eleven attacks on the
enemy and fired 51 torpe-
does, 26 of which hit their
targets - an astonishing
proportion.
There has been scant recogni-

tion in Naval histories of the work
the men of the MTBs did in dis-
rupt ing enemy supplies all over
the Narrow Seas, in which a thou-
sand of them lost their lives.

This book - which concludes
with a supplementary history of
the 2nd MTB Flotilla in Hong
Kong - goes a long way towards
repairing a glaring omission.

• MTB 378 at speed in the
Gulf of Genoa.

I

J IMAGES of strategic spots around the world were often engraved from drawings made by
military and naval officers. This spectacular view of Malta, Taken from the Mouth of the Harbour
drawn by Major Pierrepont was engraved by Thomas Sutherland and published by Rudolph
Ackerman in London in 1812. The skilful delineation of the harbour wall, ships and people fish-
ing distinguishes it from most other amateur designs.
- From Ports of the World, Prints from the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, c. 1700-1870
(Philip Wilson Publishers £29.95) by Cindy McCreery.

- by Bob Baker

Shackelton epic
now out on video
THE AGE of exploration

ended more or less in the
early part of the 2()th

eentury. Thus, it just over-
lapped with the advent of mov-
ing pictures, and the hiring of a
cameraman quickly became
standard practice for any
explorer about to set off.

Sir Ernest Shackleton's
Antarctic expedition of 1^14-17
included in its complement a
tough, resourceful Australian pho-
tographer named Frank Hurley,
and the result - premiered in I9I9
- was South, now restored by the
British Film Institute and available
on video.

Clearly the expedition was a fail-
ure, though unlike Capt Scott's
1910-12 Polar journey, no-one died

as a result, so the story is much less
well known. Shackleton lef t
Buenos Aires in his ship
Endurance a few days before
World War I broke out. He thread-
ed his way through 1.500 miles of
ice field wi thout finding a path to
land and finally became frozen fast
in pack ice.

As the expedition awaited the
spring, Hurley amused himself try-
ing to find interesting things to
photograph in the great barren
waste: black, muffled figures scur-
rying across the white expanse, the
antics of the sledge dogs and of the
unfr iendly penguins, who stomped
away grumpily when approached;
and such visual treats as the ship's
spars festooned with icicles.

But the pressure of the ice
proved too much for the
Endurance and she started to

break up: there was nothing to be
done but leg it across the floes.
Eventua l ly Shackelton and five
comrades reached South Georgia
after an epic voyage in the ship's
boat James Caird. and the rest of
the company was picked up by a
Chilean tugboat.

This finale is represented only
by stills and drawings - possibly
Hurley had run out of film or sim-
ply had other things on his mind,
e.g. survival. Little was achieved
apart from pain and suffering, and
the film's inter-titles, while cele-
brating "Bri t ish pluck and self-
reliance", hardly try to disguise the
fact.

Shackleton himself demon-
strates the first requirement of
leadership: looking the part. Big,
bluff, with a face that inspires con-
fidence at a hundred metres, he
gives the impression that if neces-
sary he could peg along to the Pole
and back on a chocolate biscuit
and half a mug of Oxo.

More cold, cold vistas in Snow
Falling on Cedars, a sprawling
tale of love, betrayal and marvel-
lous scenery set in a fishing village
up in Washington State.

As a court investigates a suspi-
cious death at sea, the action flash-
es back and forth across the
decades, beginning with the 1930s,
when a background of uneasy race
relations (the community has a
large Japanese population) pro-
duces the inevitable Romeo and
Juliet teenage romance.

The saga continues into the next
decade, encompassing the war in
both Europe and the Pacific, and
the disillusions of peacetime. It's
basically a rather sad story - but
the mood of the title is not the
mood of the fi lm, thanks to Scott
Hicks's direction, which is so ener-
getic and so bent on playing every
scene for all it's worth plus a bit
more, that sadness in the end is
really not much of a factor.

NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS
Our free monthly catalogues always offer an
interesting and non-repetitive selection from our
large stock of secondhand books on all aspects of
Naval, Mercantile & Seafaring Activities.

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS
PO Box 7 St Leonards-on-Sea,

\ East Sussex. TN38 8WX /
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TIGER, LION & BLAKE
1942~1986

The Navy's Last Cruisers
' I 'hirtecn chapters of highly readable text tell
1 the story of the Royal Navy's last big-gun

cruisers from the laying down of the h u l l s to their
arrival at the breaker's yard. The text is enlivened
by memories from those who served in the ships
and there are over 110 black & white anil seven

colour photographs. Foreword by Rear-Admiral Michael Stacey CB. Tiger's
commanding officer Il)7.Vltn5. Hardback, wi th f u l l colour laminated dust jacket.
Price £21.50 plus p&p ISBN 1 <)()1225 03 H
Also Still Available:
HMS KACI.K 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p (newly reprinted)
HMS VICTORIOUS 19.17-1969 (Hardback) £21.00 plus p&p
HMS CENTAUR 194.1-1972 (Hardback) £16.95 plus p&p
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Please add £2.00 p&p UK & KU I £4.00 overseas airmail). Payment by sterling cheque, postal order,
or hy VISA/MASTKRCARD. Telephone/Fax orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS.
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"And a Happy New Year to you, too!"

Dedicated to
Desmond

£ | AM not a marine specialist, but a generalist with
la strong personal maritime interest which I man-
I age to obtrude whenever editors and publishers

will let me get away with it. Sea blindness is frustrat-
ing to combat . . .'

Libby Purves, distinguished journalist, novelist and popu-
lar broadcaster, hit the spot exactly when she became the
latest recipient of the Maritime Foundation's Desmond
Wettern Maritime Media Award, introduced by Kate Adie
presented by Countess Mountbatten on board HQS
Wellington, on the Thames Embankment.

Because, increasingly, it is left to interested non-special-
ists to promote our maritime heritage - and the dearth of
dedicated correspondents in this field has become a real
problem.

Desmond Wettern was practically the last of these
employed by our national Press, so these awards - along
with the Wettern Fleet Award, which this time has gone to
HMS Invincible for her duty in the Gulf and Kosovo - are
deservedly given in his memory. He was a writer on our
maritime affairs for over 30 years, and they commemorate
his single-minded dedication to his belief that the United
Kingdom's well-being and security are inextricably bound up
with the sea.

I remember Desmond very well - mainly because he
gave me a lot of grief when I was running the Navy Press
Desk at the Ministry of Defence back in the mid-1980s.
Every Monday morning, when I got to work, I invariably had
to tackle the backlash of what Desmond had written over
the weekend in the Dally Telegraph and Sunday Telegraph.
Often it would take me the best part of the following week
to sort it out.

Desmond didn't always get it right - but such were his
status and standing among his peers that they all thought
anything he said was worth following up.

So when Max Hastings gave him his marching orders on
taking over as Editor of the Daily Telegraph shortly after this
time, many of us were outraged.

We had developed a warm regard for this stocky,
ebullient, feisty character whose personality and
style harked back to Fred Jane, the quixotic,

supremely well-informed maverick who established the role
of the independent Naval correspondent at the turn of the
last century and who with Jane's Fighting Ships founded
the bible of the international naval fraternity that endures,
unchallenged in its integrity, to this day.

'Joker Jane' had the drive, personality and intelligence
that endeared him even to the high command of the
Imperial Russian Navy - with whom he was a sometime
favoured guest and advisor - although he was a prophet
without much honour in his own country's corridors of
power.

Desmond Wettern had the same wide-ranging appeal
and deliberate clout in the latter years of the past century. It
is hard now to find anyone who will fill his place as we
move into the next.

There are currently around six million people in this coun-
try with a Service background. Only ten or 15 years from
now, the statisticians tell us, we will have half that number.
Dedicated naval correspondents are needed as never
before if we are to keep the Navy in the public eye.

Light effect of a living
memorial'
FAMILIES who suffered loss in the war of 1982 gath-

ered for the dedication of the stunning Falkland
Islands Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne College,

Reading, which is to be officially opened in March.
The result of five years fund-

raising by many of those who
helped secure the islands, the
building was designed by
Crispin Wride Architectural
Design Studio following a
nation-wide competition that
attracted 73 entries.

The almond-shaped build-
ing, poignantly reminiscent of
a ship, allows natural light to
"wash" down the walls into the
main body of the church from a
glass surround in the roof, giv-
ing the interior a feeling of
space and optimism.

The names of the 255 ser-
vicemen and three women
civilians who lost their lives are
listed on stone plaques which
flank the main interior entrance
and are listed in more detail in
a leather-bound Memorial
Book which is on show for vis-
itors.

Embroidered kneelers -
made by hundreds of volun-
teers throughout the UK - each
bear the name of one of those
who died.

There are two Memorial
Rooms. One, a private area,
has a computer which features
the South Atlantic Medal

Association "Garden of
Remembrance" web site.
Visitors can here trace the
name of a fallen friend or rela-
tive and find personal details
provided by the family.

The wall area features pho-
tographs of the Falklands and
two murals painted by Linda
Kitson, the official artist select-
ed by the Imperial War Museum
to accompany the Task Force.

The Education Room charts
the history of the war and the
islands through a wall-mount-
ed timeline and interactive,
backed by a list of reference
books.

The landscaped area outside
the Chapel - which is planted
with trees, shrubs and grasses
found in the Falklands -
includes an unusual circular
brick-built memorial garden
with a private seating area and
water flowing over a map of the
Islands carved into granite.

The generous gift of land
from the College Governors
has allowed the Chapel to be
built in a secure but public
environment which still main-
tains its military traditions and
values.

Chairman of the Board of
Trustees, Admiral Sir John
"Sandy" Woodward
Commander of the Battle
Group in 1982 - told Navy
News: "We are grateful in the
knowledge that the College will
look after the Chapel for us, the
families and general public.

"It means that it will be used
regularly for worship and will
be a truly 'living' memorial -
not a bleak obelisk on a lonely
hill. It will ensure that the ulti-
mate sacrifice paid by so many
in the 100 Day War will never
be forgotten by future genera-
tions."

Other guests at the Service
included Mrs Sarah Jones,
president of the Falkland
Families Association; Denzil
Conick of the SAMA; Admiral
of the Fleet Sir Henry Leach;
and many of the commanding
officers whose ships and units
suffered fatalities in 1982.



GROUND-BREAKING EXERCISE TEACHES VALUABLE LESSONS

THE biggest Royal
Naval exercise for
over two years has
ended, leaving
Service planners to
assess and apply the
many lessons
learned from what is
being hailed as a
valuable test of
multi-national,
expeditionary
muscle...

right Star of
enlightenment
WITH AIR, sea and land forces back home

after two months of multi-national exercis-
es in the Atlantic, Mediterranean and Black

Sea, work has begun on lessons learned from the
ground-breaking deployment.

Jewel in the crown of the
series of exercises under the
general codename Argonaut
was a major amphibious exer-
cise, Bright Star, involving
deployment of the Royal
Navy's Amphibious Task
Group and a Royal Marines
force of more than 1,200 who
were landed in the Egyptian
desert near El Alamein.

Among the aircraft embarked
in the helicopter assault ship HMS
Ocean, were two Chinooks from
27 Squadron RAF. Their month-
long stay on board as part of the
TAG - Tailored Air Group - was
the longest embarkation for the
type in any Royal Navy warship
and the first in HMS Ocean.

They proved invaluable, moving
up to 40 fully armed troops at one
time, as well as vehicles, 105mm
guns - and at times the Royal
Marines Band of the Commando
Training Centre.

The 'Wokkas', as they are
known to the initiated, stood up
well to the problems of sand ero-
sion, salt accretion and long task-
ing amounting to a total of 180
hours. As well as flying in support
of 40 Cdo, 29 Cdo Regt RA and 1
Recce Bde from the British
Army's 3 Div., the Chinooks were
called upon to transport Egyptian

soldiers and Dutch Marines, shar-
ing airspace with US, Egyptian,
Italian and other UK aircraft.

The size of the Chinook pre-
sented some problems in handling
for Ocean. There are only six Sea
King sized landing spots available
on board, each RAF aircraft tak-
ing up one-and-a-half of them -
and the ship's aircraft lift was
quite tight for the larger heli-
copter.

With the blades removed
the Chinooks could be low-
ered into the hangar, but
the evolution to test that
drew a crowd of spectators.

The aircraft's weight, too,
turned out to be a major factor.
Some ships can only accommo-
date the Chinook below its maxi-
mum, all-up weight, while in other
circumstances the downwash can
be enough to blow people over,
and occasionally other equipment.

Embarked with the aircraft
were five members of the new
Joint Helicopter Support Unit
who accompanied the eight RAF
aircrew and 21 engineers.

Valuable lessons were also
learned by the Commando
Logistic Regt. Its members pro-
vided over a million litres of water
for the RM force, as well as
400,000 litres of fuel and 30,000

man-day rations -which all had to
be landed or obtained ashore.

The regiment was also responsi-
ble for repair of vehicles and
machines, its Workshop Squadron
having to keep every item opera-
tional as the dust and sand worked
its way into the systems

Alongside those tasks, Bright
Star brought about the biggest
joint RM/RN deployment of med-
ical support teams since the
Falklands War in 1982.

Supplementing the Logistic
Regt's Medical Squadron were

Naval Surgical Teams from
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth, the
Royal Hospital Haslar and mem-
bers of the Royal Marines Band
from Bri tannia Royal Naval
College.

As well as participating
in exercises, Logistic Regt
medics were called on to
treat cases of heat exhaus-
tion. Their quick action also
saved the life of at least one
Egyptian civilian involved
in a nearby car accident,
and brought swift help to
relieve the suffering of six
more of the injured.
The regiment worked closely

with the Dutch Marines, and
together demonstrated the com-
bined ability to sustain a large
force in difficult conditions.

Ships which comprised the
Amphibious Task Group were the
assault ship HMS Fearless - in
which ATG Commander,
Commodore Niall Kilgour, flew
his pennant, HMS Ocean, Type 42
destroyer HMS Edinburgh, Type
23 frigate HMS Cumberland, five
minehunters, eight RFA vessels
and the Dutch assault ship
HNLMS Rotterdam.

Ships of the minehunter force
spent time in the Black Sea work-
ing with the Bulgarian and
Romanian navies as part of the
Partnership for Peace programme.

• HMS Cumberland's return
- page 25.

• One of the 500 simulated
- and over-cheerful - casu-
alties processed by the
Medical Squadron of the
Commando Logistic Regt.
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Strategic
shipping
bidders
get extra

time
SHIPPING companies who
wish to tender to provide the
Ministry of Defence with six
roll-on roll-off ships have been
given more time to produce
their bids.

Invitations to negotiate to pro-
vide the expanded sealift capabili-
ty were first issued in March to a
shortlist of four concerns -
Novomar, Maersk, Andrew Weir
and the Sealion Consortium.

Bids were submitted in July and
it was intended to select a pre-
ferred bidder last autumn - but
MOD has now agreed to allow the
bidders until January 14 to con-
firm that their bids offer maximum
value for money.

A final, preferred bidder will be
announced in the spring.

MOD says the extension is
being allowed for commercial rea-
sons, but will also allow the
Sealion consortium - of which
Kvaerner Govan is the preferred
shipbuilder - time to confirm with-
out prejudicing the fairness of
competition.

Centenarian in
birthday call on
HMS Excellent

WORLD War I veteran William
Taylor spent part of his 100th
birthday celebrations visiting his
old establishment, HMS Excellent.

Mr Taylor, who joined the Navy
in 1918 as an hostilities-only rat-
ing, stayed on in the Service after
the war, becoming a Commiss-
ioned Gunner and eventually a
lieutenant before retiring from the
Navy in 1949.

He served at HMS Excellent -
then the RN Gunnery School at
Whale Island, Portsmouth - as a
PO Gunnery Instructor and at one
stage was in charge of the West
Battery.

He also won the Cdr Llewellyn
Prize for being the best student on
his GI course.

After his Naval career, Mr
Taylor spent 20 years working for
Ordnance Survey.

He was accompanied on his visit
by family and friends.

Legal Advice
If you're in the Forces there's a fast way to make
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language.

The Forces Legal Network is a national group of
established, independent solicitors who all provide:

FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews

Staff with experience of service problems

Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims

24 hour emergency legal cover

A full range of quality assured legal services

Competitive fees

One call puts you in
touch with confidential
advice on any service
or family legal matter.

FORCES LAW HELPLINE:

08456011260The Forces Legal Network
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Options

Thirty years ago, on February 2 1970,
Lt John Brigstocke was, at 24, the
youngest officer to hold a sea-going
command in the Royal Navy.
This month he retires as Second Sea
Lord after presiding over an ambitious
programme of reforms in "people mat-
ters" - and, he told Jim Al/away, the
goodwill towards Navy people from
the top people in Government has
never been greater.

There

are three main differences Admiral Sir

John Brigstockc notices between the Navy he

joined 38 years ago and the one he leaves now

-and two of them have to do with its people.
rather than its hardware.

" If I hadmy way, every single ship wouldbe namedalteracity or town in the UK." Theships com-
pany of HMS York, Admiral Brigstocke scommandin 1986-88, exercising their rights as freemen of
the City of York last year.

"Their intellectual calibre some 45,(KN). With hindsight, the
has gone up in parallel with recruiting taps should never have

the every-increasing complexi-
been turned right off several years

tv of what we do. They now ago. and were turned back oil tx

have much higher qualilica-
late. We mustn't make that mis- 4' -lake again.

lions. far greater skills. are ten ..
But alongside that. there i it

times more questioning. very reducing number (if people in %tx:i-
floss kdg.ih e and rightly ety with any sort of experience of
more demanding in wanting to the Armed Services and that is

know why they rc doing what bound to affect recruiting
- and

they do and where it is all lead- that is why we must slop being the

ing.
Silent Service. We must do more

"Secondly. while the Nays- of to tell
xople

what we do and why

the early 1960% had style Wand we do it. ite are to attractsuffi-cientrecruits of the right calibre.

many ways and had many excellent
If I had my way. every single

seamen, the pace of life was far shipwould be named after a city or
town in the U k. I know from heineslower. We've become more

demanding of ourselves and the captain of HMS York that the

standards we are Irving to achieve. nanc link with the cit helped us
build an especially splendid a1liIi,,In spite of that and the much

greater reliance on technology
lion. All common sense tells ori

today, the old spirit of resourceful- that it helps - if we need to make
the nation more aare of theness is just the same, though -

have only to remember
you Navy, shat better was than to zise

Falklands War, with people mend- even. place its own ship?"

ing Scawoll missile systems with Wasn't the new plan to reduce
the period of notice counter-plo-parts taken from the Wardroom

toaster. to recognise that, ductive in terms of retention'.'
- "I don

*@
b-dieve m) 5A.,.,ii,,,

"But the other big differ-
once is in the quality of the

ships and weapons sys-
tems. People who haven't
been in the Navy as long as
I have don't realise the
extent to which platform
and equipment capability
and reliability has impr-
oved out of all recognition."

What changes did he foresee in
the decades to come, then?

"With the acceptance of a strat-
egy based on maritime expedi'
tuonarY warfare I see the sire and

shape of the Navy, in hardware
terms, stabilising. But the number
of people will continue to decline
with ever greater automation and

multi-skilling.
-.

But surely we are having trouble

getting enough people to man the

ships we have now?
"The recruiting figures are the

best we've had for five years. \3/4
are rapidly recovering and I am
entirely confident that as long as
we deliver on all our promises on
how to improve the lot of our peo-
ple. retention will be sufficiently
good and recruiting sufficiently
soundly based for the achievement
of full manning by 2(X)2.

"Gapping stemmed from the

complexity of running down the
end of the Cold War Navy of
75.(XX) to the present strength of

have no right to keep people

,at
minst their will. We must ruix it

avy in which people want to stay.	 -w
The notice period should he as
short as it can be without (l151(l-

santaging those who are staying
on.				 -	

"So I decided on a year maxi-
mum. common to officers and rat-	 " Above: LI John Brigstocke on the bridge of HMS Upton. 1970.
ings. which enables us to keep in	 Right: arriving on board HMS Victory, his flagship as Second
place

the right drafting notice. I	 Sea Lord and C-In-C Naval Home Command, 1997.
neiicvc ii will neip retention
because 18 months, the current	 had. And, frankly. if sc cant keep
period, is a long time for someone	 our people, then we don't deserve
under 25 or 311 to contemplate	 to stay in business. A year is rca-

having to stay for.	 sonable. 18 months is not, in mod-
"If you know you can leave in a		em employment conditions,"

'The determination at ministeri-
al level to do the right thing is
there - we have to help turn that
goodwill into reality.'

year, you're more relaxed about
your position than if you're think-

ing 'I might want to leave in a year
and a half so I'd better apply now,

just in case.' Once someone has
applied 'just in case', then there's a
sort of inertia about reversing the
process. Some people do. but an
awful lot don't and later wish they

The time factor was also crucial
in promotion and advancement -
and particular strides had lately
been made in this area,

"People ask me regularly why
we don t have any women admirals
- and the answer is that a woman
who hasn't been to sea can become
an admiral, and indeed may. But

they ill compete on much more

equal terms once they've had the

operational experience and the
time in.

"And we've only had women at
sea for about eight years. In my
day, we took command of frigates
at age 31 or 32. Now it's nearer 3.
so it's some time yet before any
woman who's sea-going will have
had that level of experience. It's all
related to the age at which people
join now. I had my first command
at 24 -

many people at Dartmouth
these days are older than that
when they arrive,

"The initiative I'm most proud
of was my decision to remove all
the totally unnecessary rules which

prevented so many of our warrant
officers going to Dartmouth and
gaining commissioned rank. It was
another black hole - if you were a

bright young warrant officer over
34 you had nowhere logo, nothing
to aim for. Now warrant officers
can go to Dartmouth so long a

they has e time for just one job a
an officer he it ire t hey leave.

TThere

is a good number
at the college now tak-

ing advantage of this -

and it's totally worth-
while from our point

of siess as well as theirs, because
we're dealing here with men and
women of immense experience
and we can make proper use of it.---

"We've established promotion
on merit, too. The 'time' rosters
for ratings arc being steadily
phased out and soon all advance-
ment and promotion for ratings
and officers will be purely on
merit. And for officers we've

stopped the appalling business of

people being passed over for pro-
motion, however well they might
do in the future. Now there are

open ended zones, and
pcptc

can

get promoted at any stage.
When last interviewed for Nat',

News in September 1998, Admiral
Brigstockc was shown by our car-

toonist ''Sin lv's'' I ring it broadside
of cannonballs froin the deck tit
his flagship as Commander-in-
Chief Naval Home Command -

each ofthem labelled with an item
on his agenda.

"I think most of those have hit

the target Reduced L'.ippiflg is

happening so fast nost that the

employers are getting a hit con-
cerned because they were plan'
fling to use the money for other
things - and are now having to pay
for the people because the gaps

After the post-Cold War cutbacks, fresh
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are being filled.				longerentigernen t	
The	 short	 Engagement		Fthit ic munor 11% recruits has c

Seaman was a great new initiative				doubled - and Fm pleased to say
which has had the added advan.				that, on average, they are staying
tage of helping to fill some of the				in the Service longer than their
gaps - and it has also been a				'non ethnic' colleagues, which sug-
means to indirect recruiting for				gests to me that we've never had
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an ethos in the Navy which is
racial. We must continue to ensure
we do not cut ourselves off from
some extremely capable people in
these communities.
"The Compulsory Fitness Test is

up and running and has been wide-
1% welcomed.

'Better accommodation in ships
- there is a firm aspiration agreed
by the Navy Board for major
improvements in shipboard
accommodation, with a view,
eventually, to six or four berth
cabins for junior ratings.

"Individual personnel manage-
ment - there's a long way to o.
here, but the eontinuii% drafting
trial down in Devonport is giving
Ihe Operator Maintainers of the
Sixth Frigate Squadron individual
career management and it has
been greatly welcomed. We now

plan a rapid expansion of this con-

cept.
'Email and satellite TV for all

ships - email is almost in place and
Internet-connected computer ter-
iiinals are available in cornmunit
cnhres on Married Quarter
'tales. Satellite TV at sea is dliii-
tilt to achieve because of the site
tithe large stabilised aerial. The
dution, we hope. will he to trans-

liii television in near real time.
and trials of the equipment have
commenced,

ifelong learning
opportunities

- our
aim is to create an
'nvironment where

training for personnel

;'wen
as a n~tural part of Service

ille. We are improving our learn-
ing facilities, issuing Personal

Development Records to our per-
sonnel, and providing substantial
sums of money to support learning
ia the Enhanced Learning Credit
scheme to be introduced later this
sear. Under this scheme, an mdi-
dual will be able to make contri-

Ittitions over a period of time so
that he is able to pull down larger
sums of money when he needs it.
Ibis could be up to ten years after
he leaves the Service.

"The Navy Support Line
scheme - I'm reassured that we
don't have a vast number of
callers, but those who do call often

ting more than once and express
great gratitude for the advice and

help they get.
"We've made a small break-

t trough on rail warrants for sin-
gles as part of the 'get'you-home
package and we're making steady
prtiress towards achieving greater
equity of allowances overall
between married and single peo-
Itle.

"We've now introduced

grown-up
rules about alco-

ol consumption in shore
accommodation- and there
hasn't been a single signifi-
cant incident caused by this
change. Commanding offi-
cers of shore establish.
ments tell me that in many
cases, particularly with
trainees, they actually do
more studying now they
can have a can of beer in
their cabins rather than
have to go out for a drink.

"A major project is underway to
ensure that all new recruits have
the opportunity to reach an
acceptable level of achievement in

Key Skills and Level 2 NVQ.
Currently over 6() per cent of ini-
tial training is accredited to Level
2 NVQ and this is expected to rise
to over 85 per cent by 21M)2. The
intention is that quite soon there
will be nobody leaving the Nays
without some form of civilian
accreditation for their Naval

Training.

"The Services Families Task
Force is already stopping Service

people oing to the bottom of

waiting lists in the National Health
Service and for school placeswhen

they move location or leave the
Service. Alongside that the
Families Association is developing
well,

"There is one other thing which
I hope everyone will support

-

Voluntary Deduction from Pay for
charities. This was introduced in
December and all proceeds will go
10 support ex-Navy. people. Our

people are unbelievably generous
to a whole range of charities - but
it's time we did more to look alter
our own.
"Many of these people mea-

sures are low cost or Cost nothing
at all. But you can't do evervthi,itt
without spending money. To-one,

suggests that you can't have a big-
ger or better destroyer than the
last one at no extra cost, and the
same thins applies when it comes
to improving the lot ofour people.

"('hid building project latch
has bccu the £4 million upgrade to
senior rates accommodation in
11515 Nelson, which is now open.
But putting right single living
accommodation across the countrs
is a problem for all the Services.
Some of it is very poor. and to
rcall tackle it is going to require
Wry significant sum of money.

"But, overall, I leave the Nass

optimistic about the future. In ms
two and a hall years in this job I
have been greatly reassured that
two successive Secretaries of State
and Armed Forces Ministers hase
shown greater interest in the sl-
(arc of our people and their fami"
lies than I've ever known before.
"There are still some major

funding issues to access, but the
determination at ministerial les ci
to do the right thing is there -

have to help turn that ommsl ill
into t,Iits
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" Above: 2SL looks ahead. At the annual meeting of the
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust on board HMS Warrior in
October, Admiral Brigstocke, read out an imaginary Letter
from a sailor to his mother' dated January 2010. He was

only half joking, he says. . . Below: Opportunities for
study in the Navy have never been better - with WOM2
Paula Beba while visiting classes under instruction in the
Communications Faculty, HMS Colllngwood.

shoots are showing through, says 2SL



-t
20 NAVY NEWS, JANUARY 2000

3L

Climb aboard and explore ,
you

1 angPI k Club' website at
www.navy news.co.uk

Try and find 'Fidget the Parrot'... he's hidden somewhere
Then send us a postcard and tell us where you've found him.

(Don't forget to include your name,age & address)

There's a prize for the first 5 correct entries

JL VERY hearty, happy New Year to all you landlubbers! We're now onN
I\ the high seas again, bound for some warm waters in that there I

m mCaribbean. Me crew are looking for their straw hats and sun cream, k.
On this 'ere ship we've all made some New Year Resolutions. Me /

crew Jack has promised to help more with the ship's chores. Susie has
told me she will spend more time on her school work and Technocat
says he will stop stalking birds in the crow's nest!

I have promised to learn that there new fangled computer thing.
Herbert Higgins, me navigator, tells me it will help me to find out all
sorts of things. We shall see me hearties!

ew Year,
new pet?

Some top tips from
the animal experts

W!

. rs

fERE YOU lucky
enough to get a
new pet for

Christmas? Are you
thinking of getting a pet
this year?

Don't forget whatever
pet you get it will need a
lot of looking after and,
as it's your pet, it should
be you who looks after it
and not anyone else!!

Technocat is very well
looked after by Captain Plank

and all the crew. He's also a
bit of a special cat, being able
to talk and being very, very
intelligent!

Technocat was a bit wor-
ried about how you were
going to look after your pets

IP Please enroll me as a member of The Gang Plank Club.

' / enclose a PO/cheque (payable to Navy Mews) for £3.25

WRITE A POEM ABOUT
THE NEW YEAR AND MILLENNIUM
AND YOU COULD WIN A FANTASTIC BOOK FROM

Puffing
LOTS OF GREAT PRIZES — SO GET WRITING.'

Send your poem to us at:

The GangPlank Club'
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street,

Portsmouth PO1 3HH
Don't forget to put your name, age, address and

membership number
The editors decision is final. Relatives and employees of Navy News are ineligible.

Name ....
Address

Postcode
D.O.B ...Tel No ..

Joined by:
Do you have any:
Special Interests:

Parent ~i Grandparent ~i Other ~i
Brothers ~1 Sisters ~I Ages ~i

Sport "1 Music "1 Film/TV ~l
Friends ~l Reading ~i

. ». «

JJU ffM ̂ '"""

Send your completed form, together with
a postal order/cheque for £3.25 to:

The Gang Plank Club

&>k"/*MC fi>A iff*' NavV News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH

**C If you would like any further information before applying,
I ' call 01705 733558 or 01705 826040 (24 hr Answerphone) cA
I We will also accept payment by:- Visa, Delta, Access, Mastercard

or Switch on orders of £5.00 or more

so he thought he would look
on the Internet to see if there
were any good ideas. Here's
what he found:

RSPCA - One of the best
sites on the Web for informa-
tion and fun is the Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, it's even
got a Kids Fun section.

You can find it at
www.rspca.org.uk. If you
aren't on the web, then you
can still contact the RSPCA
on 0870 444 3127.

Cats Protection League -
this is at www.cats.org.uk.
There is also a Helpline for
more information - 01403
221919

If you want to find a great
site about Dogs, there's one
at www.dogsonline.co.uk

The People's Dispensary
for Sick Animals has an inter-
esting site at
www.pdsa.org.uk. You could
consider becoming a volun-
teer for them as they have a
special Youth Challenge. You
can also call them on 01952
290999.

Don't forget all pets need
regular water, food and shel-
ter.

Some animals don't like
lots of fuss and attention so,
if you want to shower your
pet with lots of love, find out
whether your chosen pet
actually wants to be loved
BEFORE you get it!

-MIME TO GET THE SHIP
DRESSED <pVER_JM_l_ f=O R.

VEAR.S EVE.

January
birthdays

GANG PLANK CLUB mem-
bers with birthdays in
January are:Olivla Mansfield,
Daniel Shaw, Emma Wrigley,
Samantha West, Jenna Wood,
Erin Duffy, Ryan Whittaker,
Nathan Lavin, Fabian Healey,
Jacob Bushel), Brent Norton,
Laura Slater, Adam Spivey,
Jennifer Morris, Michael Dunk,
Barry Horler, Sami Hussain,
Holly Hancock, James
Williams, Alex Parrott, Natasha
Lewis, Stephen Aspin, Thomas
Morrant, Callum Osborne,
Rachael Paul, Sian Morris,
Jamie Lee Nixon, Rebekah
Coleman, Lee Garland, Sharon
Packer, Melody Adams, Gareth
Davles, Matthew Gillimore,
Andrea Goltz, Andrew Steele,
Jeni Noble, Steven Whitworth,
Karleigh Cogdale, Kimberley
Burrell, Martyn English, Karl
Dennis, Jack Absolom,
Rachael Worsley, Sharleen
Garrity, Charlotte Bowser, Amy
Walker, Alastair MacFarlane,
Thomas Shaw, Gary Downie,
Alison Greig, Gary Reid, Sam
Gopde, Mary Tilston, Luke
Strickland, Oliver Heaton,
Christopher Norman, Geoff
Cooper, Rachel Reynolds,
Daniel Healy, Gemma Smith,
Malsie Dulling, Kaylelgh Bird,
Andrew Bevington, Mathew
Killick, Matthew Rush, Ella
Cole, Samuel Dunn, Jon
Kingsiey, Samantha
Portsmouth, Daniel Lane,
David Burdon, Nicholas
Barton, Jonathan Price, Simon
Valentine, Natasha Barker,
Joanna Batchelor, Gareth
Ward, Edward Potts, Claire
Lambert, Shannon Spayne,
Joseph tinker, Steven Allcock,
Cathryn Steele, Jenni Steele,
William King, Kitty King, Emily
Chiplin, Gareth O'Flaherty,
Scott Caffel, Paul Siemaszko,
Hannah Rogers, Christopher
Nicholls, Leanne Willats, Ryan
Quartermaine, Carl Dawkins,
Zak Harper, Amber Jones,
Samuel Talbot, Megan Wilkes,
Kirsty Blanks, Katy Edged,
William Hudson, Thomas
Ferrier, Edward Febry, Jamie
Topham, Ross Grosvenor,
Jordan Brayshaw, Steven
Downes, John Donnelly,
Robert Webb, Donna
Matherson, Charlotte Se
and Catherine Allen.

Surf *n' Search ^wi-fh "Techno www.navynews.co.uk

http://www.navynews.co.uk


What's it like to
be a Navy Diver?
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G
ANG PLANK members are often asking us about exciting and interesting
jobs in the Royal Navy so we will be taking a look through the porthole at
careers in the Navy, starting with Divers.

There are two types of divers in the Navy - Ship's Divers and Clearance Divers. A ship's diver is
a volunteer who comes from any rank and any specialisation in the Navy and gets involved in some
pretty important tasks.

If a ship has a problem thai is
under water the only way of f ixing
it is cither to take it out of the
water, which costs thousands and
thousands of pounds, or get some-
one to look at it in the water.
Here's where the Ship's Diver gels
busy. He can

Q Search a ship's bottom!

LJ Do minor underwater mainte-
nance and repair.

J Free the ship's propellers of rope
or other obstructions.

G Do emergency work such as
recovery of ditched aircraft.

There are no special qualifica-
tions needed to train to be a Ship's
Diver but, because there is quite a
lot of maths in diving theory, a vol-
unteer has to be able to do the

sums, and be pretty fit too! Oh, and
also pass an apti tude test.

This is a test to see whether the
person is suitable for training to be
a diver. (Technocat hates getting
his fur wet and Susie doesn't like
dark water so they would fail the
aptitude test!)

If a volunteer passes the tests,
the next stage is a four week train-
ing course at the Defence Diving
School, based at Horsea Island
near Portsmouth.

The good news is that if some-
one passes the course and becomes
a Ship's Diver they get additional
diving pay.

" CLEARANCE DIVERS
The Royal Navy's Clearance

Diver Branch is a specialist branch
of the Navy and has about 490 offi-
cers and ratings. The people in this

branch have all decided to make
their Naval career in diving.

The main tasks that Clearance
Divers get involved in are:
J Ident i fy ing mines and using
explosives to destroy them.
J Being on stand-by on a 24-hour
basis to provide specialist diving
support, wherever and whenever
needed.
J To assist wi th counter terrorism.

It all sounds very exciting and it
is! But it's pretty tough to get into
the Clearance Diver's Branch.

First you have to pass a medical
test and then a strict aptitude test -
this has two parts:

1. The first part is a series of
physical tests, and you can see how
hard they are in the 'How fit do you
have to be?' section on the right.

• MAKING A SPLASH: Divers training at the Defence Diving School at Horsea Island. Picture: SFPU

2. The second part is all about
the diving equipment, safety drills
and giving diving lectures.

After passing the tests you still
have a 16-week t ra ining course and
then more t ra in ing and experience
as you go operational. Phew!

Once a Clearance Diver is ful ly
trained they can dive in some very
deep water and get involved in
complicated work beneath the
oceans. Hard work but very
rewarding!

If you want to join the Navy or
find out more about special tasks in
the Navy then write to the Gang
Plank Club. We will find out the
answers for you.

Just how fit do
you have to be?
DIVING can be extremely hard work and you need to
be very fit to be a clearance diver. The tests they have
to pass are:
J A 1.5-mile squad run in 15 minutes followed by a 1.5-mile
individual run in ten minutes 30 seconds.
j A 200-metre load carry of 29 kilograms in two minutes
J Eight pull-ups, six dips and 40 sit-ups!

Special thanks go to Lt Commander Podmore at the
Defence Diving School for his help to the Gang Plank Club in
writing this article.

Montevideo, December 17,1939.
Three quarters of a million people
gather on the shore to watch the
Graf Spec steam out of the River
Plate in the early evening.

BATTLE OF THE RIVER PLATE
HE LAYS OUT GRAF SPEE'S BATTLE ENSIGN - AND SHOOTS
HIMSELF!

DECEMBER 19. LANGSDORFF WRITES HIS LAST LETTERS TO
HIS FAMILY - AND TO THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR IN
MONTEVIDEO:

2O54. AS THE SUN SETS. VIOLENT EXPLOSIONS
TEAR THE BOTTOM OUT OF GRAF SPEE AND SHE
QUICKLY SINKS INTO THE MUDDY ESTUARY.

H\B ACTION SHOCKED MANY ROYAL NAVY PEOPLE - OTHERS WERE
MORE UNDERSTANDING.

•WHY OrjJKTT HE MAKE A FIGHT OF I

"HE KNEW HEP LOSE AND HE DION" WANT ALL
HIS MEN TO DIE FOR HITLER - THEY SAY HE
WAS NEVER SEEN GIVING THE NAZI SALUTE"

'NO- AND NO-ONE DIED FROM AST"
OF THOSE SHIPS HE SANK. EITHER.'

LORD HAW HAW,THE BRITISH
TRAITOR WHO BROADCAST FOR
T HE GERMANS. HAD BEEN
SAYING THAT THE EXETER WAS
SUNK.

"SHE'S
LYING AT THE

BOTTOM OF THE
SEA..."

BUT ON FEBRUARY 14TH. 194O. EXETEK. BLACKENED AND BATTERED
FROM END TO END. ARRIVES HOME AT PLYMOUTH - WHERE THOUSANDS
GAT HER TO CHEER HER.

SADLY, HMS
EXETEK WAS

SUNK DURING THE
BATTLE. OF THE

The White Ensign Association
Your Naval Charity providing free/ friendly/ unbiased help on finance/

personal matters and employment
The 'GangPlank Club' is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation

explore,.. vvww.navynews.co.uk |

http://www.navynews.co.uk
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Recruitment, Business Opportunities

FLS Aerospace Limited

The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services

to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader.

Operating from London Gatwick, London Stansted, London Luton
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following:

LICENSED ENGINEERS

COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL

WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
jMEGHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS!

MECHANICAL: Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop

Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace
advantageous, but appropriate training will be provided where necessary.

This is an outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary,
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement.

Please apply in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker,
Senior Personnel Officer, FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road,

London - Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 1RE

For Company information see our website at-
www.FLSAeropsace.com

lail: guyw@flsaerospace.com Fax No : 01279 680085

Successfully Launched...
and sailing into the

News
Archives
Pictures
Reunions
Sport

GangPlank Club
Captain Plank -
Take a tour of his cabin
Prizes
Education

The Store
A World of Quality Gifts,
Jewellery and Clothing,
uniquely bearing the
Royal Navy Crown or the
White Ensign

Subscriptions
And lots more

Jump Aboard

STA TALL SHIPS LTD

.ST/i Tall Ships invite applications
for the posts of

SHIPS CATERER
You will be responsible for the day lo day
catering including purchasing, storing and

cooking on board Britain's new
SAIL TRAINING BRIG and the
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL.

working with a crew of up lo 66 persons.
Enthusiasm, fitness and energy are vital for

succeeding in this testing and rewarding role.

Closing Date: Jan 31st 2000

SECOND OFFICER
For their new brig which is clue to begin
sailing in March 2(XH). Duties include

Assistant Training and Safety Officer. A
class IV certificate or equivalent is sought.

Closing Date: March 3rd 2000
{•nil details are available from:

Director of Operations and Training
STA Tall Ships Ltd.

2a The Hard, Portsmouth,
Hampshire HOI 3PT

Pel: 02392 832055 Fax: 02392 815769

Ready to move on?

01753890243
CVs & Job Search

for all Ranks of
Service Personnel

www.jobsearchers.co.uk

POLICE
RECRUITMENT

DEVELOP THE SKILLS
THE POLICE ASSESS.

HOME STUDY PROGRAMME
New Leaf Education

Tel: 01302 859954
PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL

OIL RIGS
The Essential Guide •

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START.

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED

ABOUT OIL RIGS.
• HOOKS TODAY•

01253 863808
8 Clegg Ave. Thornton-Cleveleys,

PILOT EX SEA KING / LYNX
with Anti Submarine warfare
experience! 2 year contract first year
based in Montreal Canada! ARM
(01705 377111 / chrisf@arm.co.uk

Broaden Your Horizons..
The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian

volunteers (including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at sea and ashore.

ROYAL
NAVAL
RESERVE

Reservists train at one of
13 Reserve Training
Centres across UK and
worldwide throughout the
Fleet. The commitment is
2 weeks continuous
training a year plus an
evening most weeks and
the occasional weekend.

Uniform is free and naval
pay and travelling
expenses are payable; in
addition, most reservists
qualify for an annual
tax-free bonus (Bounty) -
currently up to £1,050 pa.

Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects,
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN),

male or female and physically fit.

For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre
or Armed Forces Careers Office.

For details of these 'phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676.

LEARN WHILE YOU SERVE!
Home study Sales Training Course
will help prepare you for Civvy

Street. Industry Recognilion.
Completion Certificate. Professional

selling skills. Discount for service

personnel. Call 01506 857188

TO ADVERTISE YOUR
VACANCIES AND

BUSINESS OPPORTUNIIES
ON THIS PAGE
contact

Debbie Stirman
- on -

0705 725062

It's your future. Launch it.

OFFICER OPPORTUNITIES - NEW ZEALAND NAVY
The Royal New Zealand Navy has limited vacancies for Seaman Officers who are
qualified Bridge Watchkeeping Officers. Ideally Officers of the rank level of
Lieutenant are sought, but, depending on qualifications and experience, other rank
levels may be considered.

Conditions of service offered will recognise naval experience to date. Potential for
medium to long term service and eventual promotion on competitive basis.

For further information please call or forward your CV to:

THE HEAD - NEW ZEALAND NAVY DEFENCE STAFF,
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, HAYMARKET, LONDON SW1Y 4TQ

Develop your skills working
on a diversity of aircraft

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

MM

Boscombe Down, Wiltshire

As the largest scientific and technical organisation of its
kind in Europe, DERA, the Defence Evaluation and
Research Agency, provides world-class engineering
solutions and a broad range of technical services to the
MOD and industrial partners around the world.

The Aircraft Test and Evaluation Sector of DERA based at
Boscombe Down is the UK's official testing centre for the
evaluation and acceptance testing of all military aircraft, their
armament and associated equipment. Within the Sector, the
Flight Line Operations Department can give you exposure to the
most advanced facilities and the chance to enhance your skills on
a challenging array of innovative aircraft engineering projects.

Task Manager (Mechanical)
Up to £19,500 & benefits (Ref: 2517b)

Technician (Mechanical)
Up to £16,500 & benefits (Ref: 2518b)

You will manage or carry out first and second line

maintenance of the airframe and engine systems on a range

of rotary wing aircraft - Merlin, Chinook, Lynx, Sea King and

Gazelle helicopter marks included. The Task Manager will

also supervise the work of others, including external

contractors, conduct independent checks on mechanical

systems, and maintain financial control of projects.

We are looking for people who have served a recognised

aeronautical apprenticeship or military equivalent and can

demonstrate an in-depth, up-to-date knowledge of the rotary

wing aircraft engineering field. An understanding of quality

standards and health & safety regulations, with the addition of

computer literacy and proven leadership skills for the Task

Manager, are key attributes. A flexible approach to working

patterns is also important.

In addition to varied and challenging assignments, you can

expect a pleasant, secure working environment, plus first-

class training that will equip you to take advantage of the

excellent prospects for career progression that are on offer.

You will also receive a competitive salary and attractive

benefits including generous pension scheme and holidays.

Relocation assistance may also be available. These

appointments are offered on a permanent basis.

DERA welcomes applications from suitably qualified people

regardless of sex, marital status, race or disability.

For an application form, please contact, quoting the

appropriate reference, The Response Management Team,

Associates in Advertising (AIA), 5 St John's Lane, London

EC1M 4BH. Tel: 020 7553 9120 (between 9.30am and

5.30pm). Closing date for receipt of completed applications

is 21st January 2000.

www.dera.gov.uk/careers

DERA is an Agency of the MOD

NAVY NEWS. JANUARY 2000 23

& Training

BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD
Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop SlorlchriclRe, Hampshire S020 KDY

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439
Immediate vacancies exist for

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS
£16,000 - £17,400 pa

to work in 1-i and 2'"' line- maintenance at tin- School of Army aviation, Middle Wallop

mploymcnt will involve sliifl and day work routines, some weekend commitments and periods ol maintenance
support away from Iwse.

The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 2r> days after 4 years,!! days public holidays, contributory
pension scheme, accident and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts.

Applicants should write or lax the Lngineering Manager, giving lull details of aircraft experience and
qualifications quoting Ref: N 199

All applicants will be reviewed and only those considered suitable will be contacted.

IRISH NAVAL SERVICE

WATCHKEEPING OFFICERS

Applications are invited from males and females for appointment as
Watchkeeping Officers in the Executive Branch of the Irish Naval Service,
which is based in Haulbowline, Co. Cork. Successful candidates will be
appointed for an initial period of 3 years with scope for permanent
commissions subject to certain criteria being met.

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS -Watchkeeping Officers

A candidate must possess -
(a) a Department of the Marine Certificate of Competency (Deck Officer)

Class 1,2 or 3 with Watchkeeping experience, or;
(b) a recognised Naval Watchkeeping Certificate, or;
(c) a marine qualification that is deemed by the Minister for Defence to be

at least equivalent to the qualifications at (a) or (b) above.

AGE
Candidates must be under 32 years of age on 31 December, 1999.

RANK AND PAY ON APPOINTMENT
Appointment will be made to the rank of Sub-Lieutenant. The basic pay is
IR£23,137 (€29,378); Military Service Allowance of IR£2,235 (€2,838) per
annum and Patrol Duty Allowance of IR£26.60 (€33.77) in respect of each
day spent away from base on patrol are payable. There is also provision for
Short Service Pay of IR£20,000 (€25,395) over 3 years, while on contract.

HOWTO APPLY
Details and application forms are available by contacting:

Secretary General,
Competitions Section,
Department of Defence,
Infirmary Road,
Dublin 7,
Ireland.
Telephone: 00 - 353 -1 - 8042127 / 8042149
Fax: 00 - 353 -1 - 8042425

CANVASSING WILL DISQUALIFY

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

AN RO1NN COSANCA D6PARCM6NC OF DCFCNCC

Sterling Silver
Jewellery

The Royal Navy
Crown is the design
chosen for this range

of jewellery. Each item
is in Sterling silver and

carries the English
Hallmark.

All items
presentation boxed

Silver enamelled sails

£165.00 each
9ct red/yellow gold

£199.00 each
9ct enamelled sails

£250.00 each Yacht Collection
This collection of yacht brooches are

manufactured in sterling silver, 18ct

or 9ct gold. The range includes gold

or silver with enamelled sails eg:

blue/white, yellow/white, or

blue/yellow, or plain gold with

red/yellow gold sails.

All jewellery, whether 18ct, 9ct or

silver carries a British Hallmark

Please telephone Navy News offices on 01705 733558, for further details.
For our full jewellery range and our special registered delivery service contact;
THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH
© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD
Reproduced with the permission

of the Controller ot HMSO
For payment by credit card/switch, please see coupon on page 4.

Please allow 28 days for delivery. NB Illustrations are not actual size

THE MEDAL FOR NATIONAL SERVICE

.VV'"1'.'/-^-;1m.=:j
Wffi T.' .JVO /

No official medal
has ever been awarded for National Service.
This long overdue, hallmarked solid silver

commemorative medal is available for all those who
served their country under National Service.

This medal is supplied ready to wear in a fitted box.
A silver miniature medal is also available.

Also available: Vohmtar\ Service Medal, General Service Cross,
Maritime Service Medal, Suez Canal Zone Medal & BAOR Medal.

Send SAE for details.

Full size Medal for National Service £39.50
(Price includes £2.50 carriage and insurance.)

Engraving £8.00
Miniature Medal in Silver £16.50

ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723
Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday.

OR BY POST
CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH,

DEVON PL8 1DH, ENGLAND.

http://www.dera.gov.uk/careers
http://www.navynews.co.uk
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Drafty: War Drafting Control Office

Reservists have full time
opportunities
A UNIQUE and important section of the Naval Drafting

Directorate is that of the War Drafting Control Office
(WDCO).

It is responsible for co-ordinating the allocation of Royal Navy active service and reservist
rating manpower to crisis and war billets, as well as being responsible for administering all
RN and Roval Marines ex-regular rat ing and other rank Reservists.

In addition, the section manages the pre-
matching of ratings to Crisis billets and the
Full Time Reserve Service (FTRS) scheme.
This Drafty's Corner article concentrates on
the FTRS scheme.

One of the obvious peacetime benefits of
Reserve Forces Act 1996 is the Full Time
Reserve Service (FTRS) scheme.

Although applicable to officers as well, in
the case of ratings and other ranks the
scheme enables ex-regulars of the Royal
Fleet Reserve (Non Commissioned) - RFR
(NC) - and members of the Royal Naval
Reserve - RNR - to volunteer to fill gapped
service billets.

FTRS is not available to Pensioners, who
are members of the Recall Reserve (RR),
but a scheme has recently been introduced
allowing Pensioner Reservists to exception-
ally transfer to the RFR (NC).

This would only be permitted if an FTRS
job had previously been provisionally identi-
fied and earmarked for the individual .

The length of a single FTRS commitment
(contract) is between three months and two
years, with a formal agreement being drawn
up between the Service and the individual .

Reservists may subsequently apply for fur-
ther commitments and FTRS preserved
pension rights apply retrospectively once an
aggregate of two years is completed.

Reservists can apply either in general

terms or for a specific billet - FTRS employ-
ment wi l l always depend on a suitable job
being available so cannot be guaranteed.

But the more flexible an applicant is pre-
pared to be, the better the chance of a com-
mitment. Eligibi l i ty is subject to the satis-
factory completion of a fu l l service Medical
examinat ion .

There are three types of FTRS called
Home Commitment (HC), Limited (LC)
and Full (FC), determined by whether the
defined duties of the job are carried out in
the one location (HC). involve a "limited"
amount of travelling away from the main
location (LC) or involve a need for annual
deployment in excess of 35 days (FC).

Each case has to be decided on its merits
but all sea jobs, for example, are automati-
cally FC. The HC type defini t ion is nothing
to do with where the person's normal home
area is.

Basic pay rates are as for regular person-
nel and the same for each FTRS type, but
the rate of X-Factor differs, being (Wr for
HC, 5% for LC and the maximum of 12%
for FC.

Entitlement to some allowances is less
than for Active Service and en t i t l emen t to
accommodation, for example, wil l also di f fer
somewhat between FC and the two other
types of FTRS. Full details on the FTRS
scheme are available on request.

RFR & RNR RATINGS WANTED FOR
FULL TIME RESERVE SERVICE

TWO YEARS OR MORE IF YOU CAN
FILL GAPPED CRISIS BILLETS?

Thinks... 'Is this a billet filler or a potential crisis creator?'

There are currently nearly 170 reservist
ratings on FTRS - nearly 30 of them are
serving in ships while the others are in a wide
variety of shore billets, in par t icular
Communications and Operations support
but also General Billet jobs, such as estab-
l ishment security.

Largest numbers on the scheme are with-
in the Operations Branch, followed by
Supply, but also Technical and FAA, as well
as a small number serving in nuclear sub-
marines alongside in Rosyth and Devonport.

From the Service point of view, the
scheme is helping to provide manpower to
Units that may otherwise have to accept
gaps. From the Reservist angle, there is the
obvious bene f i t of def ined employment
without having to commit themselves for
several years, as well as, especially in the
case of the RNR, providing opportunities
for fu r ther t ra in ing and experience.

Any Reservist interested in FTRS should
enquire or apply through their Reserve
Traininii Centre if RNR or the Registrar of

Reserves section (WDCO) if RFR (NC) or
RR.

THE TEAM
The War Drafting Control Office staff,

located in Centurion Bui ld ing (phone BT
02392-70 or Mil 93844) are:
LI WDCO and Registrar of Reserves
Lt Cdr Nigel Parry Ext 2384
Q Assistant WDCO/Office Manager
POWWtr Tracey Newell 2105
LJ Office Writer:
WWTR Rebecca Nellist 2485
J Reserves Adminis t ra t ion:
RN/RM Pensioners Mrs Pauline Bennett
2046
RN/RM RFR (A-K) Mrs Marv Parry
2253
RN/RM RFR (L-Z) Mrs Gail Brooker
2199
RFR Annual Reporting & FTRS
Mr Ron Harlev 2252

Situations
vacant

THE NAVAL DRAFTING
Directorate is seeking
volunteers for the fol-
lowing:

Two CAEM(L)s for HMS
Ark Royal. Shore and sea
billets based at Rosyth
then Portsmouth, one for
Stores, one for Weapons
Supply, required January
2001 for 27 months.

Two CAEM(L)s for HMS
Ark Royal. Sea-going bil-
lets based in Portsmouth,
one for Stores and one for
Weapons Supply, required
from July 2001 for 27
months.

Two CAEM(R)s for HMS
Ark Royal. Sea and shore
billets at Rosyth and
Portsmouth, one for
WRAM Admin, another for
Avionics Workshops, both
required January 2001 for
27 months.

LMEM(M) for HMS
Fearless, a sea-going
Portsmouth billet required
July for 30 months.

MEM1 for HMS
Endurance. South Atlantic
billet, MEMOC required
from July 2000 for two
years.

MEM1 for HMS
Cottesmore, a sea-going
Faslane billet (Nl Patrol)
MEMOC required June
2001 for 18 months.

Two MEM1s, one for
HMS Bridport, one for
HMS Sandown, sea-going
billets based at Faslane
from June then
Portsmouth from March
2001. 30 months in all.
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Cumberland
back after
some light
exercise

HMS Cumberland's three-
month commitment to the
Royal Navy's Exercise
Argonaut deployment ended
when she returned to her
Devonport base in December.

The Type 23 frigate had taken
part in NATO's Exercise Northern
Lights in Septemher, and then
joined HMS Ocean and the rest of
the Amphibious Ready Group for
Exercise Bright Star off Egypt.

During the deployment Cum-
berland exercised with warships
from France, Germany, Italy,
Greece, Egypt and the USA. She
visited Gibraltar, Corfu,
Alexandria, and Haifa - from
where many of the ship's company
were able to take trips to
Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

Dutch frigate's
month in UK

A DUTCH frigate has been
spending four weeks in Britain for
post-refit training.

HNLMS Tjerk Hiddes has been
undertaking a specially tailored
programme under the Royal
Navy's Flag Officer Sea Training
organisation.

The Royal Netherlands Navy is
one of FOST's principal overseas
customers.

Navigation book was hand-crafted by 16-year-old trainee officer

Rare discovery
from Nelson
era goes into
museum's care

A BOOK on navigation skills
hand-crafted by a teenage boy in
Nelson's time, has been recog-
nised as a masterpiece of its kind
and a rare and valuable record of
how student officers were trained
almost two centuries ago.

The painstakingly created record of
work by George Tyrell - who later rose to
the rank of captain - has now been hand-
ed over on loan to the Royal Naval
Museum at Portsmouth by the School of
Maritime Operations at HMS Dryad.

It was completed at Portsmouth Naval
Academy in about 1807 when Tyrell was aged
16, and has been referred to by generations of
officers learning navigation. Then amateur his-
torian, Lt Cdr Alan Webb, recognised the vol-
ume as an important historical document.

Tyrell's record was probably produced in the
evenings by candlelight. Nevertheless, it has

been completed in immaculate copperplate
and richly illustrated with watercolours and
diagrams.

It forms an important record of the syllabus
of the academy at the time, and - with a few
other surviving examples - allows researchers
to trace the development and changes in train-
ing.

Over the years it has suffered with use and
has not been kept in ideal conditions. Now the
volume will be correctly cared for and restored
at the RN Museum, and its contents made
available to researchers possibly through digi-
tal reproduction.

• A rare and beautifully crafted record of
work by a student officer of Nelson's time
is handed over to the Director of the RN
Museum, Campbell McMurray, by
Commodore John Rodley, Commodore of
the School of Maritime Operations.

Resettlement

Ex-sailor is the first
of new Army guards

A NEW branch of the
Army, responsible for the
armed security of mili-
tary establishments in
the UK, is seeking peo-
ple from all three
Services who have come
to the end of their pre-
sent engagement.

The 200-strong Military
Provost Guard Service was
formed less than three years
ago, its first recruit being for-

mer RN rating Andrew
Brooks.

Andrew, who left as an LS(R)
after 22 years' service is now a
lance corporal in the MPGS. For
three months after leaving the
Navy he applied for jobs with little
success. Eventually a security firm
in the Plymouth area, where he
lives, took him on but, in his words,
there was something missing.

He told Navy News: "I decided to
change my employment and enlist-
ed the help of the Regular Forces
Employment Agency. They sug-

gested that I contact a Lt Col
Moore who was setting up the
MPGS."

He was successful in applying to
join the new Service and was given
instruction at the Royal Military
Police Training School at
Chichester. His first posting was to
the Defence Intelligence and
Security Centre at Chicksands,
Bedfordshire, and he later went to
the Royal Armoured Corps
Centre, Bovington in Dorset.

"The transition from blue to
green wasn't as bad as I'd first
thought," he said. "There are
major differences in ceremonial
between the RN and the Army, not
least of which is the unceremoni-
ous way in which the flags are
raised and lowered and at no spe-
cific times.

"Saluting and marching were
obvious hurdles to overcome, and I
still can't see the point in trying to
stamp my foot through the floor-
boards."

But, he says, there are major
benefits: extra pension, ent i t le -
ment to a family quarter or single
accommodation, three months'
termination notice after a qualify-
ing period, access to employment
courses, a private's starting pay of
£12,600 and 30 days' annual leave.

"I have been treated well in the

nVi

Army," he said, "and believe that
my colleagues and I are doing a
worthwhile and satisfying job.
Initially the "old and bold' didn't
know how to take us.

"Some were under the misap-
prehension that we were civvies in
uniform and on an hourly rate. But
once they had been told of our true
status and role wi th in the Army,
they appeared to be suitably
embarrassed by their mistakes."

At present there are six RN per-
sonnel and one ex-Royal Marine in
the MPGS.

Those thinking of joining should
talk to Pay and Pensions at
Centurion Building. They should
be fit, agree to serve as a private
regardless of previous rank, and

• L/Cpl Andrew Brooks of the
Military Provost Guard, and
formerly an LS(R), watches an
SA80 rifle being unloaded by a
soldier of the Royal Armoured
Corps.

will serve on Military Local Service
Engagement.

• Prospective applicants should
read General Defence Council
Instruction 370/96 and contact
W01 Holden AGC (RMP),
HQPM(A), MPGS Recruiting and
Training Wing, AGC Centre,
Building 22, Worthy Down,
Winchester, Hants. SO2 2RG (tel.
01962 887718 or military line 94271
2718).

Warning to engineers over
non-accredited colleges

• Successful Blackburn College student CPOMEA(EL) Steve
Taylor with his wife, Caroline, receives his Btec Higher National
Certificate/Diploma in plant engineering. Steve leaves the
Submarine Service in January 2001 after 22 years. He is also reg-
istered with the Institute of Plant Engineers and the Engineering
Council as an Incorporate Engineer in his preparation for employ-
ment outside. He is particularly proud of gaining a distinction in
level-four maths.

ENGINEERS leaving the
Forces are being advised to be
wary of entering professional
engineering courses in colleges
that are not accredited and giv-
ing qualifications that will not
be recognised.

The academic qualification of an
engineer is now more important,
and the Ministry of Defence's pre-
ferred resettlement college -
Blackburn - says that it is essential

for Service personnel who apply
for an engineering course, whether
at National or Higher National
Ceritificate or Diploma level, to
ensure that it is accredited and
recognised by the Engineering
Council and industry.

"There are many colleges who,
on offering engineering courses,
fail to meet the minimum require-
ments set by the Engineering
Council," said Martin Topp of

Blackburn College. "Due to enrol-
ment procedures of colleges a per-
son who has completed a substan-
tial amount of engineering training
could he placed on courses far
below the experience of most
Forces engineers."

For information on professional
status - plant, mechanical or elec-
trical - or if more information is
needed about accredited courses,
call Mr Topp on 01254 691237.

RN equality
policy wins
gold award
THE ROYAL Navy's leading
role in equal opportunities
has been recognised at a
top award ceremony.

The Service has won the
Gold Standard of the British
Diversity Awards for achieving
excellence in diversity prac-
tice. The trophy signifies "a
very high level of equality
maintenance and achievement
which is routinely sustained in
accordance with the Comm-
ission for Racial Equality
guidelines."

A silver award was a/so
gained by the Naval Service
in the business partnership
category, and it was short-list-
ed in four other categories.

Overall award for diversity
practice by a Government
Department went to the
Ministry of Defence.

Expressing his delight at the
award, the Second Sea Lord,
Admiral Sir John Brigstocke,
announced an increase in
recruiting figures from ethnic
minority groups into the
University RN Units. Almost
six per cent of officer recruits
in the URNUs were from ethnic
minorities - 44 out of 744 -
compared with two per cent
last year.

RFA get a new
support set-up
ENGINEERING- support for
Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships is to be
managed by a new body - an
Integrated Project Team (IPT).

The team will operate within
the Defence Logistics Organis-
ation's Ship Support Agency and is
dedicated to mainta ining opera-
t ional performance, a v a i l a b i l i t y
and capability in a cost-effective
way.

It will also ensure that the
design intent of RFA ships is
maintained and that any work
aimed at updating vessels does not
degrade ship safety, performance,
reliability or availability.

Announcement of the creation
of the team is made in General
Defence Council Instruction
299/99.
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Monevwise
A Navy News advertising feature

Now could be
the time to go
for remortgage
WITH the escalation of house
prices, now could be the time
to consider remortgaging -
especially as experts believe
that rates have reached the
bottom and that special deals
could peter out this year.

At present the market is highly
competitive, with more and more
lenders chasing custom - and with
mortgage rates at their lowest for
many years, it is wise to ensure you
have the best possible deal.

If you choose a fixed-rate mort-
gage now it may benefit you when

the rates do rise over the coming
years.

On the standard, variable-rate
mortgage of £60,000, a borrower
may be paying about £340 a month,
but by switching to a fixed-rate
mortgage of, say 4.65 per cent,
repayments would be £232.

Each year hundreds of thou-
sands of people remortgage to save
money. It need not cost a lot of
money to make the switch. Some
lenders cover some - if not all - of
the costs, including arrangement
fees, valuation charges and legal
fees.

Insurance deal gets extension
A FIVE-YEAR extension of an exclu-
sive range of insurance packages
tailored to the needs of Service per-
sonnel and their families has been
announced by Warrior Group Ltd.

Warrior provides specialist financial
services to the military, and the insur-
ance packages are offered through a con-
tractual agreement with Norwich Union.

The extension of the agreement will
enable Service people to continue to take
advantage of value-for-money insurance
policies including motor, kit, travel and
home contents insurance, personal acci-

dent insurance and private medical
health care.

All are available through branches of
Naafi Financial Services via Warrior
Customer Callcentres (Freephone 00800
7676 7777).

Warrior Managing Director David
Austin said he was delighted that the deal
will enable the Armed Forces and their
families to benefit from a range of high-
quality insurance products.

He said: "Our partnership with Norwich
Union has enabled us to extend our
range of insurance products which are
proving highly popular with our cus-

tomers. Service personnel can be
assured that they are being offered a
secure, value-for-money service which
has been designed with the unique needs
of Armed Forces personnel in mind."

Welcoming the extension, Norwich
Union Business Development Director
Ken Wallace said: "We are very pleased
to continue our good relationship with
Warrior Group. The extended contract is
very important to both of us and we will
create the opportunity for better insur-
ance products and customer services for
our military customers." j

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Are your outgoings more than your income?

Are your creditors threatening you with :

Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs,
Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings.

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact
us now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt
problems without the need to borrow more money.

Telephone 01329 515532 for a FREE and
CONFIDENTIAL consultation.

WELLBEING SERVICES
I'ROVIDIM; D K B T S O U T I O N S K I I K I N D I V I D ! Al.S AMI K A M 1 1 . I K S

ORE and more
people are now
managing their

personal finances via the
Internet, and insurance
companies are begin-
ning to embrace this new
way of selling.

One of the areas in which
this trend can save the cus-
tomer time - and possibly
money - is motor insurance.

The likelihood is that the last
time you shopped around for car
insurance, it took you the best part
of a day on the telephone, locking
you in to long conversations with
salespeople, reciting the same
information repeatedly.

Now there are websites that
make the process far less tedious
and costly, with some operators
offer ing comparative quotes.
Getting on for three-quarters of
insurance companies now have
websites - although as yet not all
have an online quote service.

Some, however, actually offer
discounts to customers who buy car
insurance online, including

FCL
Here is an example of a client we have helped.

Client A had served in the Armed Forces

for 5 years. His previous marriage had
ended with divorce and left him with a bill

of £276 every four weeks from the Child

Support Agency. He subsequently

re-married and lived with his second wife

and their new baby.The family found it

very hard to survive financially and relied

heavily on their credit cards and various

loans which allowed them to manage.

At this point Client A was sent overseas

for 6 months. His wife struggled to cope at
home on her own and especially with

running the family budget by herself. By

the time her husband returned it was clear
that their debts had become

unmanageable.

If you are in a situation
where you are unable to
service or repay your creditors
we may be able to help you.
When we were contacted, their
unsecured debts were as follows:

AnyBank Loan £5,000

Finance Company Loan £4,500

Credit Cards (2) £3.500

Store Cards (4) £3,000

Other Creditors £ 1,000

Total £17,000

We were able to restructure the family's
outgoings and make an offer to their

creditors that they were able to afford,

over a 5 year period in full and final

settlement of their debts.

Federated Credit Ltd are a national
company who specialise in finding
solutions for individuals who are in
financial difficulty. WE ARE NOT A
LOAN COMPANY.

FREEPHONE 0800 716239
Please quote Ref: NN3

Car cover: It
can be easier
via Internet

Norwich Union and Eagle Star
Direct which give discounts of ten
per cent and 15 per cent respec-
tively to their Internet customers.

Once you have the quote of your
choice, payment via the Internet is
usually either by credit or debit
card or authorisation for a month-
ly direct debit from your bank
account.

You can find the insurance com-
panies' websites by going to:

www.find.co.uk
Whether you're buying car

insurance via the Internet, or over
the phone, here are some tips to
help you get a good deal:

Make sure you know the make,
model, engine size, registration

number and age of the vehicle.
Does it have any security system
fitted? And has it been customised
at a l l?

Check the number of years of
no-claim bonus that you have, and
whether it is protected. You wi l l
need to know your postcode and
your home phone number and, if
possible, your work number, too.

Decide in advance what kind of
policy you want - fully comprehen-
sive; third party, fire and theft; one
driver only; or whether you want
other, named drivers on the policy.

Make sure you know how much
excess is on the policy - the
amount you have to pay before
your insurer will meet any claim -

and to what that excess applies.
The insurer may accept monthly

payments, although many offer dis-
counts for full payment straight
away - make sure you know how
much is involved.

Don't accept the first quote you
get. Shop around for the cheapest
policy. Call at least three insurers
and ask them if they have any spe-
cial deals - for older people, for
instance, for women drivers or for
a second car.

You should also ask for a refer-
ence number for any quote, which
will cut down the time taken when
you return to the insurer for more
information or to accept thei r
quote.

Beware of building
up credit card debt

DURING CHRISTMAS and
the New Year, credit cards
can come in very handy -
but beware of building up
debts that may take you
years to pay back, if ever.

Credit cards make it much
easier to manage that seasonal
expenditure - but the frighten-
ing fact is that less than a quar-
ter of all credit card users in
Britain pay back their balance
each month.

Credit via plastic can be the
most expensive around, the
average rate of interest being
not much short of 20 per cent,
although rates as low as about
five per cent are available on
introductory offers.

To take advantage of the con-
venience of a card, at the low-
est cost, users should pay off
their bill each month, or budget
carefully to pay off the
Christmas outlay over the first
few months of the new year.

By shopping around you can
transfer your current balance
to a card with a much lower
interest rate. This will tend to
give you breathing space, but
be aware that many card com-
panies will offer that lower rate
only for a limited period - usu-
ally the first six months.

It is important, then, before
you embark on a credit card
spending spree, to work out
first how and when you are
going to pay the money back
without incurring swingeing
interest repayments that will

set you on a course of three
steps forward and two back.

By using credit cards more
wisely it is estimated that users
in Britain could save an aggre-
gate of almost £1.5 billion,
January being the busiest

month for 'revolving credit'.
Above all, make sure that the

credit card company or compa-
nies you are using are not rip-
ping you off. While the credit
may be easy, paying the money
back may not.

FORCES
AND

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
DO YOU SUFFER FROM:

WOUNDS, DISEASES, INJURIES OR ANY OTHER
CONDITIONS AS A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE?

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

COMPENSATION
ASSISTANCE ALREADY GIVEN IN THE RECOVERY OF

OVER £60 MILLION

CALL FREEPHONE
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!!

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION INITIAL INTERVIEW
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD
MARSH HOUSE

92A MARSHLAND ROAD
MOORENDS
DONCASTER

DNS 4SZ
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microloans
Automatic Acceptance for

Serving Military Personnel'
Unsecured Personal Loans

arranged in total confidence.

Borrow from £500 to £1500
for any purpose

Funds Transferred Same Day
on receipt of your completed contract, 24 - 72 hour turnaround.

From 18.4% APR
on loans of £500 repaid over a maximum of 2 years,
with a repayment holiday & payment protection.

Fixed Repayments
by standing order or direct debit for easy budgeting.

Repayment Holiday Available
pay not one penny for 60 days.

Lines Open Sam to 8pm Everyday
24 hour answer phone service outside these hours.

Britannic House
Binbrook Business Centre
Binbrook
Market Rasen
LN8 6HF

www.microloans.co.uk

For example, take out a £1000 loan with payment protection and don't
repay a penny for 60 days. Then make one initial repayment of £116.65,

followed by 11 payments of just £96.65. Total amount payable
£1,179.80, at 18.4% APR.

For your security calls may be recorded.
Rates correct at time of printing.

*Loans are only available to current serving members of the
British Armed Forces aged 18 or over.

Written quotations available on request.

.€
A Division of Imperial Consolidated Financiers Ltd
Registered in England & Wales No. 3430855 Regulated Consumer Credit Licence No. 451201

Part of the Imperial Consolidated Group of Companies

http://www.microloans.co.uk
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Royal Naval Association

Intrepid trio in reunion
with their Lucky Lady

• Canadian secretary of the Royal Naval Patrol Service
Association, Shipmate Patrick Griffiths, was among those who
crossed the Atlantic to join this RNPSA Reunion at Lowestoft. It
had proved to be a busy time for Ontario citizens Patrick and his
wife, Mavis, as shortly before they had represented the RNPSA at
the reunion of the US Navy Minewarfare Association, one of the
highlights of which was a flag ceremony at the Alamo in San
Antonio, Texas. As well as Patrick other delegates at Lowestpft
included RNPSA members from New Jersey, Florida and British
Columbia. Our picture shows the parade of standards.

Oak planted for
the Arctic dead
MEMBERS of Enfield branch were prominent in the ceremony
on Armistice Day for the planting of an oak tree to commemo-
rate those who died on Arctic convoy duty in World War II.

The tree was planted near claiming that theirs was the last
Enfield's war memorial by the
town's previous Mayor, Cllr Stan
Carter, an Arctic veteran.

He was assisted by anotherby a
Arctic veteran, Ron Wren, chair-
man of the Arctic Campaign
Memorial Trust, and by the serving
Mayor, Cllr Eric Smythe. The cere-
mony followed the Armistice Day
service of remembrance. An
engraved stone will be added later.

At a gathering at Enfield Civic
Centre, branch chairman, shipmate
Ralph Beckett, presented £50
towards the Trust's funds, and a
collection by Shipmate Jim
Meader raised a similar amount.

RNA branches took part in
remembrance parades throughout
the country, Wigston & District

Association standard to be parad-
ed at the century's last
Remembrance Day parade. It
ended at 1640, and standard bearer
was Shipmate Jimmy James.

THIS NEAT and ship-
shape looking house-
boat, berthed in the
peaceful haven of
Bembridge Harbour, Isle
of Wight, belies her hero-
ic past.

In 1941-42 she was play-
ing a far more dangerous
role as MGB 320, undertak-
ing covert missions to the
German-occupied Nether-
lands.

And three of her crew are
pictured meeting up with their
old warhorse for the first time
since those hairy days. With
them is the owner of the old
MGB, Paul Traquair.

The veterans are (l-r) former
AB radar operator George
Jarratt, ex-Telegraphist John
Standley, and the boat's star-
board 0.5 machine-gunner,
Jack Davies, a member of
Grayesend branch of the RNA.

Nicknamed Lucky Lady by
her crew, but now renamed the
Xoron Floatel, the old motor
gunboat is a popular tourist
attraction at Bembridge, and on
board her the memory of the
courageous Coastal Forces
men and vessels are kept alive
through the large display of
memorabilia and photographs
collected by Mr Traquair.

Among the stories in the

Branch News
Cork & County

Having dedicated their new stan-
dard at the Irish Naval Base church at
Haulbowline, the branch held a din-
ner dance attended by 170 shipmates
and guests from north and south of
the border.

Guests included the Lord Mayor
of Cork; the British Ambassador, Ivor
Roberts: the British Defence Attache.

THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO
NEW...PART 11...E.INDIES/BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS... (2nd PHASE)...
Trinco, Sydney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving
RN archive film, including colour, this 2nd Phase video continues the epic story
of both these fleets. All other episodes still available. Part 9 Op.Neptune
(D-Day period) Part 8 Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys.
Part 6 Perilous Waters (action in the Atlantic). Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph
(Bat. of N.Cape) down to and incl. Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins.
Price UK £21.90 post paid. Elsewhere add £3.05. For multiple orders large
discount available. Full details of this & all programmes send SAE.

N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE, ESCRICK, N.YORKS YO4 6JH (01904 728239

Cdr Martin Butcher; the US Assistant
Military Attache, Cdr Fish; and the
Commanding Officer and First
Lieutenant of HMS Leeds Castle, Lt
Cdr Ian McGhie and Lt Kevin Carter.
Leeds Castle was making a courtesy
visit to Cork, and while she was there
a working party from the ship refur-
bished the graves of British sailors.

Wigston & District
Over 100 shipmates and guests -

including members of the RAF,
RM and Bevin Boys Associations -
celebrated at a dinner dance host-
ed by the branch. Life member-
ships were awarded to the chair-
man, Shipmate Michael McKilroy,
and certificates of appreciation to
four associate members.

A street collection by the branch

For only £10.50 (£12.50 surface mail outside
the UK) you can buy a twelve month

subscription to
Wavy News 'SHIP OF THE MONTH'.

This will deliver to your door a black and
white postcard- sized photograph every
month. The featured Ship for January is
HMS Vengeance, a Trident Submarine.

To keep your collection in perfect condition,
£4.50 (inc P+P) will buy a beautiful NAVY
NEWS' COLLECTORS' ALBUM. With eighteen

pages you will have plenty of space to
display your postcards and to attach any

notes you might want to make.
Postcard-sized photographs can also be

bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min.
order £1.95) inc. P+P and there are over 500 to

choose from in our free list.
Buy your subscription and album now

and we will send you, absolutely free, a
set of twelve assorted black and white

To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, P01 3HH
Yes please! Add me to your 'Ship of the Month' subscription list now. I enclose a cheque for £

Name: Telephone No.:

Address:

Postcode:
Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4

boat's past is that of intrepid
agent Erik Hazelhoff, all of
whose landings in the
Netherlands are reputed to
have been made by MGB 320.

Hazelhoffs story was told in

raised £1,317, enabling donations
of £300 each to be made to the
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust,
SSAFA Forces Help, King
George's Fund for Sailors and the
RNA Central Charities Fund.

Dartmouth
A talk on the misdemeanours of

chaplains during Nelson's era was
given by guest speaker, the Rev
Nick Woodstock, Chaplain of
Britannia Royal Naval College.
During the evening, the Randall
Phillips Memorial Cup for out-
standing service was awarded to
the branch standard bearer,
Shipmate Charlie Pitts.

Swindon
President of No. 6 Area,

Shipmate W. G. Clarke, and his
wife Joyce, were guests of honour
at the branch's Trafalgar celebra-
tion.

the 1977 film The Soldier of
Orange in which MGB 320's
role was portrayed by MTB 102.

Although no longer resem-
bling a ship of war, beneath the
superstructure that constitutes

dent, Shipmate Capt G. Eggleston
RM (retd), and branch chairman,
Shipmate Alan Fielder-Smith.

Liskeard
A tableau of the Battle of

Trafalgar, complete with fireworks
and music, was presented by the
Riviera Hotel to mark Liskeard
branch's Trafalgar Night spent
there.

Over 120 shipmates and guests
attended the event at which the
guest of honour was the
Commodore of HMS Raleigh,

the Xoron Floaters visitors'
lounge, the graceful lines of a
C-class motor gunboat can still
be detected.

Picture by permission ol Isle of Wight
County Press.

Commodore Roger Lockwood.

Old Clee
With other ex-Service and chari-

table associations, the branch held
a fund-raising supper at
Cleethorpes Memorial Hall to
mark Trafalgar Night.

The event included a display by
Grimsby Sea Cadets, and gifts for a
mega raffle were provided by local
traders and well-wishers.

Guests of honour were Shona
Mclsaac, MP for Cleethorpes, and
her husband.

Hartlepool
Cleveland Radio entertainer Sue

Sweeney starred at a buffet, guest
of honour being Capt David Smith
RN (retd), chairman of the HMS
Trincomalee Trust.

Littlehampton
& Worthing

Shipmates Phil Brown and Tom
Harrison were awarded life mem-
bership certificates at a Trafalgar
dinner dance at which Littleham-
pton and Worthing branches com-
bined with Ford branch of the FAA
Association. Guests of honour
were the Chairman of Arun
District Council, Cllr W. Parris, and
his wife.

Cardiff & Brentwood
A former Commanding Officer

of HMS Birmingham, Cdr M. C.
Evans, was guest of honour at
Cardiff's Trafalgar celebration,
while the vice president of No. 5
Area, Shipmate Maurice
Sheldrake, was special guest at
Brentwood's Trafalgar dinner
dance.

Norton Fitzwarren
Admiral of the Fleet Sir

Benjamin Bathurst, former First
Sea Lord, was guest of honour at
the branch's Trafalgar Night dinner
held in 40 Cdo's officers mess. He
was welcomed by the branch presi-

AMONG the many correct
replies to our November com-
petition was that of R. C.
Cronin of Nuneaton. He
receives our prize of £30 for
spotting a detail from the sea-
plane carrying HM submarine
M2 (1918-32).

For another £30, identify this
ship.

Complete the coupon and send it to

Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Coupons giving
correct answers will go into a prize draw
to establish a winner.

Closing date for entries is February 15.
More than one entry can be submitted, but
photocopies cannot be accepted. Do not
include anything else in your envelope:
no correspondence can be entered into
and no entry returned.

The winner will be announced in our
March edition. The competition is not
open to Navy News employees or their
families.

MYSTERY PICTURE 59

Name .

Address .

My answer.
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Motoring
For decades Jaguar

has been the epito-
my of sporting luxu-

ry, with sleek styling out-
side and top-class
leather and wood trim for
the interior.

But for ages the emphasis
was on the XJ's boardroom tar-
get market, with big cars happi-
est on the motorway and rather
thirsty - if impeccably refined -
big engines.

They were effortless to drive hut
not particularly nimble and with
long bonnets and boots, not terri-
bly easy to park. And with new
prices from £35,000 the latest mod-
els are still way beyond the means
of many managers.

Then Jaguar remembered its
sporting heritage, reviving the scin-
t i l l a t i ng XK sports models, but
with £50,000-plus price tags these

CAR FACTS
MODEL: Jaguar S-Type 3.0 V6

PRICE ON ROAD (standard
trim): £33,150.
ENGINE: 3-litre 24-valve V6 pro-
ducing 240bhp.
TRANSMISSION: 5-speed elec-
tronic automatic with traction
control, rear-wheel-drive and
sports mode.
PERFORMANCE: 0-60mph - 8
sees; top speed - 141mph.
ECONOMY: 23.8mpg (combined
cycle).
INSURANCE: Group 15.
WARRANTY: Three years or
60,000 miles.

are still very much in the board-
room bracket.

And now there is the S-Type,
priced from £28,300, which is more
in the executive market, and with
head-turning retro frontal styling
reminiscent of the old S-Type of 30
years ago - as featured in the
Inspector Morse TV detective series
- it really cuts a dash.

If the price still sounds a l i t t le
beyond your budget, it is predicted
that these models - largely respon-
sible for doubling Jaguar's sales
over the past year - will retain 48
per cent of their value over three
years.

There are two engine options: a
3-litre V6 and 4-litre V8, and for
once, for Jaguar, manual transmis-
sion is standard on the 3-litre entry
model. This gives the best fuel
economy of the range (25.4mpg on
the combined cycle) and lively per-
formance with 6.9 seconds for the
0-60mph sprint and 146mph poten-
tial.

However, the alternative is a
very sophisticated five-speed elec-
tronic automatic transmission in
Jaguar's classic J-gate gearshift,
with sports mode, normal Park

Jag's new S-Type
really cuts a dash

folly that
can kill

IT IS the season of goodwill
and partying - but also dark
nights, bad weather, and silly
accidents.

Years after the introduction of
compulsory wearing of seatbelts
there are thousands who continue
to ignore the law that has saved
many thousands of lives.

Citroen has been trying to ram
the message home with supermod-
el Claudia Schiffer starring in
adverts showing how a person's
mass is increased several-fold in
an accident.

Some offenders are the older
generation reluctant to change
their ways, but many are young
people who th ink it's "cool" not to
be restrained - bravado which
could not only be suicidal but also
ki l l the seat occupant in front.

And then there are the harassed
parents trying to do ten things at
once who fail to ensure their off-
spring are properly restrained,
which has proved doubly deadly,
both in distraction causing acci-
dents and the lack of protection
when they happen.

The belt is the simplest and
most economical of motoring safe-
ty devices at a time when tens of
millions are being spent on added
measures, like airbags which can
k i l l if the user is not properly
restrained.

The new Jaguar S-Type, with a front styling reminiscent of the old S-Type of 30 years ago.

down to Drive positions on the
right, and manual gear selection
across and to the left.

A £1,100 option on the entry
model, this is standard on the 3-
litrc V6 SE tested (manual a no-
cost option) which runs out at
£33,150 on the road.

This is a very complete Jaguar
for those considering down-sizing,
with all the class of high-gloss
woodgrain trim and hide uphol-
stery - replacing the entry model's
cloth - complemented by a wood
and leather steering wheel with
multi-function controls for cruise
control and hi-fi.

It runs on fatter alloy wheels
(7.5in by 16in), and is distinguished
by front fog lamps in the purpose-
ful spoiler, and an electric glass
sunroof.

As on the bigger cats there is full
electrical adjustment of the front
seats, steering-wheel position and
mirrors, plus memory pack.

On the safety front all S-Types

have dual front and side airbags for
the front seats, traction control,
automatic headlamp switching, and
an impressive security system
including remote opening of the
boot and automatic door-locking
when you move off.

For practicality, the S-Types also
have 60:40 split/folding rear seats,
plus a ski-hatch, to extend the
13.leu ft boot.

Even with automatic transmis-
sion, which is silky smooth, the per-
formance is brisk with a claimed 0-
60 time of eight seconds and
141mph potential, the only down-
side being that fuel consumption
rises nominally to a combined cycle
figure of 23.8mpg.

This is still respectable for a two-
pedal machine of this size and per-

formance, and a 15-gallon tank
gives a good range.

All the S-Types come with an
excellent hi-fi system which you
can appreciate in the quiet cabin. It
can be upgraded, and other options
include voice activation for audio
system, phone, and the standard
automatic climate control for £495.

The test car also had a satellite
navigation system, which at £2,200
might be a little extravagant but
will come into its own when Jaguar
launches an upgrade in the form of
a link with the Traffic-master con-
gestion-warning system.

Meanwhile, if you're caught in a
jam I can think of few other cars
that I'd rather be sat in, although,
of course, it's a dream out on the
open road.

• Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for H.M. I
• Immidiate cover and monthly payment schemes
• Open 365 days a year.
• 8am-10pm weekdays, 9am-9pm weekends

www.forcesdirect.co.uk

Forces Direct Insurance Service Ltd, The Manor House, 10 St Margarets Green, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 28S r
Tel: (01473) 211951 Fix: (01473) 213838 email: saleseforces<HrecUo.uk -»—

DRIVE-IN CUTPRICE SERVICING, MOT & PAST FIT DISCOUNT CENTRE

IVAN'S GARAGE
CULDROSE, HELSTON

mm RECOMMENDED BY "THE GOOD GARAGE GUIDE W
FULL DIAGNOSTIC, ACCIDENT REPAIRS & SERVICING
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERING SERVICE LOCALLY

Quality Pre-Owned cars from £250 FOR SALE

if it's PEUGEOT
then it's got to be

RANGERS

DISCOUNT FOR AIL NAVAL PERSONAL ON MOTS & SERVICING

H.M. Forces only!
Warning! - don't get involved in high cost
civilian finance schemes for people with
inferior credit ratings - try...

Walker Car Sales

/UNBEATABLEX ...

DEALS for
HMF'S serving

in the UK & ,,
OVERSEAS >

21-27 Copnor Road, Copnor, Portsmouth
Over 100 cars in stock from £200-£50,000
...10 minutes from HMS Nelson
Portsmouth's H.M. Forces finance specialists

Licensed Credit Brokers, details on request, subject to status

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot's No.l supplier to HM Forces.

For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to

purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call

Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write:

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR

RANGERS
MILITARY SALES

MILITARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO
EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS

ON YOUR NEW CAR!

Our special Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range
of makes are also available on many models for

Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings.
Of course, you will also receive the renowned NATOCARS' service and the

same service is provided for our Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme

Can you afford not to buy from NATOCARS?

CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555
GOOD

®

NATOCARS
r̂ V A Rewarding Experience MK

Natocars Ltd • Wylds Road • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4BH

Tel: 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 • E-mail: sales@natocars.co.uk
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Miscellaneous
The Gift Shop

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE £ 7.95
BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain only £ 6.95

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC pair £ 7.95
POLO SHIRT: RN Badge S,M,L,XL £ 15.95 Sub-Mariners gilt brooch £ 9.00
EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack ea £ 2.95
LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor,

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others £ 1.70
TIES: RNA, RNR, RM, MN £ 8.50. FAA, Submarines and others £ 10.50

Prices include P& P. Cheques payable to 'Britannia Fund BRNC'. Send SAE for more detailed list.
THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 OHJ. •—

TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) ^—

EMBROIDERED BADGES & CRESTS
We are the leading manufacturers of Military Embroidered Badges,
Official Crests and Garments (including Cummerbunds) In Europe.
Please call us now for a quotation. We also Screen Print T-Shirts.
Sweatshirts etc. and are the countries leading manufacturers of
personalised Coffee Mugs, Pin Badges and Wooden Wall Plaques.

Top Quality, Best Prices, Unbeatable Value. You've seen the rest,
now come to the best. .......... the VERY best II i

•S^f" jj]QClJL|fr] TERRANE PROMOTIONS. TERRANE HOUSE
WHISBY WAY IND EST. LINCOLN LN6 3LQ
Tel: (01522) 697000 / Fax: (01522) 697154

THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL
This superb die-struck commemorative medal

is available in Full Size & Miniature to all

who served in the Near Middle & Far East.

Send s.a.e. for your application form today.

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961
Bromsgrove, B61 SLA

Ground Floor, Antique Centre, Severn Road, Gloucester

(Follow signs for Old Docks) Mon - Sat 10.30 to 5.00

BUYING AND SELLING COLLECTABLE TOYS
Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Tinplate, T,V. related, Star Wars, Britains, Lledo, Hornby Trains, Action Man, etc.

Tel: 0973 768452 Fax: 01452 307161
m;n»iirii>Htiii!iH»i»»[iiigiMi!Otiii«iriiia«i:mtBOi»iiMMiiP.'»ai»iiriiia«T;maipiniiaHTiiM

CAP TALLIES
ANY SHIP

MANY IN STOCK
For details send SAE

SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS

DEMS/COMBINED OPS TIES AND BADGES

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES
I, REED COURT, LONGWELL GREEK. BRISTOL

TEL: 0117 9327967 FAX: 9329542

PhotoGmph To
Oil Painting

A photograph 01
yourself in uniform
or of your ship can

transformed inio
a beaut iful oil paint ing.

The Perfect Gift for Valentine

Full Details: 15A. Walliscnic drove Road.
Wcslon-Super-Vlare

Somerset. BS23 4UJ.
Quote NN for 10% Discount.

REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N)
PO BOX 45

BECKENHAM
KENT

BR31GJ
Tel: 0181 3255193

Medals - full size and miniature,
mounted for wear.

Blazer badges, buttons, ties
and heraldic wall plaques

GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
Gold Wire Blazer Badges-all ships £10.00
White Gauntlets £20.00
Standard Carriers £25.00
Brass Inserts £12.00
While Cotton Gloves £3.58
Navy/Black Berets 67,-8 £7.110
Any Association Wire Beret Badge .... £4.58
R.H i Naval Division Ties £8.55
RN Box/Ties £8.55
Black Clip-on Ties £4.50
RN Buttons: Large £1.60. Small. . £1.50
RNA/RM Ladies sashes £12.00
Pace Sticks £60.00
W.R.N.S Style Tricorn Hats £20.00
Embroidered Garmen_ts_
Winter Blousons, Black/Navy
RNA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn £20.00
navy blue V-neck Jumpers:
RNA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn £12.00
White Pilot Shirts-
RNA/RM/RNPSA/FAA/FAA Assn £11.75

| Sweatshirts Navy. Grey. FAA/FAA Assn £14.50
Officers Cap Badges C11.OO
Gold Sword Knot E23.OO
Leather Sword Belts C7O.OO
Sword Bags £3O.OO

A CD ROM TITLED "BRITISH MILITARY
BADGES" CONTAINING OVER 2,500
ILLUSTRATIONS IS NOW AVAILABLE

PRICED AT £39.95
all prices include PAP

11.0aleheaHDrive,Shim.OI<tham,lancs.OL28TJ
Tel/Fax: O17O6 846648

www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk
E-mail:- robroy@lineone.net

TIES, BADGES &

PLAQUES
By Mail Order

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/
REGIMENTS/CLUB

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs,
Bands, Choirs, etc.

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons &
sundries

Please send SAE lor lists
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane,

Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200

THE SKILL 'S

MINE
THe

SWEEPER

Mas . .
PRINTED LEISUREWEAR
T's-SWEATS-CAPS ETC
* HIGHEST QUALITY
* BEST PRICES
* FREE ADVICE/QUOTES
* PROMPT SERVICE
* ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS
* ACCESS & VISA

THE WEARHOUSE
Tel/Fax 01208815522

THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL
SOUVENIRS. Memorabilia, flags,
sextants, logs, clocks, telescopes,
lights, models, chronometers, old
manuals, cannonballs. Maritime
items wanted. Nautical Centre,
Harbour Passage, Hope Square.
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 777838.

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons.
Medals, Cap Badges, Mil i ta r ia .
£2.00 for list. Cairncross (Dep. NN),
31, Belle Vue St., Filey. N. Yorks
YO149HU.

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8LL

Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and
Medal Mounting either for wear or display.

Send SAE or call Tor comprehensive price list of
Full Size & Miniature Medals.

^^x^H Credit card orders accepted by phone or fax.
b^J UK customers please add 17,5% VAT

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE

WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS,

VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST

TOAD HALL MEDALS
NEWTON FERRERS. Mr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH.

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723.

e-mail th.medals@virgin.net

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZF. & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WR/TK OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London VVC2H 7HA
TEL 0171-930 1979
FAX 0171-930 1152

e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com

HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHEILDS
Direct from the Manufacturer

Handmade to order

6in x

£21.20* inc UK postage
'add £1.45 for optional motto/title scroll
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders

C&A BEHARRELL
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF

Tel/Fax: 01482 213398
Please send SAE for Brochure

— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—,
From own original paintings

ONLV£20

Over 400 available
Print laminated with canvas texture tilm

to resemble an original oil painting
size 8"x16" for £35 plus P&P
For list please send SAE to:

SEART, 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT,
HANTS PO12 3TD

EMBROIDERED
Sweaters, Sweatshirts

Polo shirts, Badges

PRINTED
Teeshirts, Sweatshirts,
Badges, Coffee mugs

And lots more, all from one supplier
No artwork or selling up costs on majority of goods

High quality, competitive prices, prompt delivery.
BFPO tax-free service

Send lor our new price list:
Reynold Sports

51/52, High Street, Lincoln, LN5 SAP
Tel: 01522 513333
Fax: 01522 530383

i EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR!
Wide range "I quality garments.

; Low minimum order, l u l l colour brochure, s
Caps & printed garments also available

Banana Moon
Workshop

48 Old Lane,
Birkenshaw,

- Bradford BD11 2JX
; Tel: O1274 6881O3
; Fax: 01274 652524 ;
i www.bananamoon.co.uk '

MINIATURE MEDALS

Miniature und full-si/,ed medals. Supplied
and mounted in ordinary and court-style.
* Wire bla/er budges * Mess kit badges
* Display cases, mcdal ribbon, mounting

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the
VU-diil Specialists (26p stamp appreciated).

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN)
PO BOX 4

HINCKLEY
LEICESTERSHIRE

LEI03ZT

CAMPING FRANCE
Luxury Tents, Mobile

Homes and Log Cabins
on West Coast

• Excel lent sites with pools
• Children's Club-Sell-drive

ABTOT Under 18's FREE

SANDPIPER HOLIDAYS
Tel: 01746 785100

CUMMERBUNDSJIES
Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50

Cap Tallies, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts
and Baseball Caps All made to order.

Ross Art Embroidery
7 Wall Road, Gwinear,

Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5HA.
Tel/Fax: O1736 85O724

WBEffil® m ©(TO TO@8W
Now you can reach a truly global audience!

To find out more contact the
Navy News Advertising Department on

www.navynews.co.uk

'Bosun s
Bookshop

A LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL
NAVAL AND MARITIME TITLES

For more details,
Tel: 01705 826(82 Fax: 01705 821881
E-Mail: navalmuseum@cix.co.uk

Tie Royal Naval Museum rang Company Limited
WStelNwIBaseliRoadPortsmoulPOIF
FLAGS & BUNTING. Hand sewn
Ensigns and National Flags.
Free colour brochure includes
Bunt ing, Table Flags and over 40
polyester 5ft x 3ft National Flags
£7.99 each. Elpees Entertainments
271 High Street. Orpington.
Kent BR6 ONW Tel:OI689 822606
www.elpees.co.uk

llflGB GT. 1971
37,000 Miles from new. Superb

condition, not restored. Free Tax,
18 years present owner. Dark blue,
chrome bumpers, wire wheels etc.

Superb investment

Telephone 01705

the Pewterers
FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Ship's Crests, Badges and
Logo's to your own designs.
Competitive prices.
Full colour brochure.
A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD
Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield S1 3JA
Tel: 0114 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651

WALL SHIELDS OF
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in
£24.50 + £1.40 UK Postage.

REDUCED PRICES given lor orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)

Specialist experience over 85 years

C.H.MUNDAY LTD
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road

St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627

GREENBURGH'S
(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS)

WALL PLAQUES

7 ins x 6 ins

HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN

£24.00 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE
BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS)

Send SAE for quotes and price list

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX
BN3 4PE. TEL/FAX: (01273) 416138

Navy News
Notice To Readers

The publishers of Navy News cannot
accept responsibility for the accuracy
of any advertisement or for any loses
suffered by any readers as a result.
Readers are strongly recommended

to make their own enquiries and seek
appropriate commercial, legal and
financial advice before sending any
money or entering into any legally

binding agreement.

Temptations
by

Lady Jane's
Quality lingerie for the

LARGER LADY
For a FREE CATALOGUE write to:
Lady Jane's, PO Box 5,

Gosport, PO12 3YF

/SHIPMODELSN
Professional modeller

taking commissions for
naval vessels .Also builds

aircraft and military
vehicles and figurines.

For details write or phone.
Mr Ian Kuscoe. 29 Eagle Street,

Hanley, Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire,
k STlil'DTel. No. 01782 239485. A

PURE NOSTALGIA
Individually hand-built waterline
presentation model of your ship,
perhaps long gone but never forgotten.

Contact for further details:
Ron Hughes,

Model Shipwright,
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket

Suffolk, IP14 4LF
01449781741

v f/six .inyerv'i-

Stuck for gift ideas for the lady in your life?
Why not surprise her wirh a subscription to 7sis Siayeriel
Each month we send your loved one a matching set - hand

gift-wrapped with a personal message.

"Order now for 'Vakntines 1)ay"
Phone or fax for further details and a free colour brochure.

9si&. /uiyi*/*ie
PO Box 10595, London SW1V 4ZH

Tel: 020-7834 8899 Fax: 020-7834 8833
. 77/,- . lfnti//i/y -

lovV^rs sent to any address*in U.K. nr fJ.^J.
all occasions — girths/tfirthdaysl/lnniversaries.

To show that you have your loved ones in mind.
Some-one some where is waiting to hear from you.

All flowers sent in a beautiful presentation box - Pale lilac shade + soft white tissue
Bouquet - 12 Roses/Red/Pink/Yellow/White + Gyps CT3.85
Bouquet - 24 Roses/Red/Pink/Yellow/White t Gyps Ers.50
Bouquet - 12 Carnations Mixed or Pink/Yellow/White + Gyps £12.50
Bouquet - 40 Frees/a + 1 Red Rose + Ferns £15.95
Bouquet - 40 Frees/a and Fern £14.75
Bouquet - 30 Blooms, Carnations & Frees/a + Gyps. One Co/our or Mined Ers.50
Bouquet - 30 Blooms, Roses + Carnations + Frees/a + Gyps £17.50

- Special Bouquet -
50 Blooms; Roses + Alstro or Sp. Cars Mxd, + Cars Mxd + Frees/a, + Gyps £22.50
.. "JI . * Please Note — For Valentines Week, 4th to 16th February, Please ADD * .; j?
•>*'<£ £6.00 Per 12 Roses. C11.00per24Roses. Rose Bouquet £6.00, Special£6.00 •»&?*

PLEASE ORDER EARLY - C/C NOT DEBITED UNTIL FEBRUARY 2000
-';/ All C/C accepted Cheques + Postal Orders — payable to:— ,>
Joys Roses & Flowers, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
Tel: O1481 2A67OS Fax: O1AS1 243AO6 J
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We let and manage large
& small homes in and

around Portsmouth

Accommodation

THE \

CUEST HOUSE

St. Simon Road, Southsea,
Portsmouth

Flexible Accomodation offered 2 minutes
walk away from the seafront.

All flats and rooms have own kitchen area with
cooking facilities and fridges, own bathrooms vvilh
shower or bath, living area, laundry service, central

heating, satellite TV, Two bedroom flats available
and private off road parking.

Flats available from £90 - £175 per week

All Single En-Suite Rooms

with breakfast £15 per night

All Double En-suite Rooms
with breakfast £25 per night

For more details, Ring or Fax Andy Scott on-

J)1705 351277/293136,

SOUTHSEA
ANNE BOLEYN
GUEST HOUSE

(PREVIOUSLY SHROPSHIRE COIRT)
33 Granada Road. PO4 ORD
Happy Seaside Guest House, bright,

spacious rooms, private car park.
200yds from beach and entertainments.
10mins Historic Dockyard, Continental

Ferry Port & Shopping Centres.
Special Autumn Breaks available
e.g. "4 nights for price of 3"

Call now!!!
Annabelle & Lyndon Richards

O17O5 731O43

QRTSMOUX

LADY
HAMILTON

Closest B+B to Naval Base,
100 yards from main gate,
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/

HMS Warrior/
Museums all on doorstep.
22 rooms most en-suite,
singles/doubles/twins +

family rooms, colour T.V,

Tea+Coffee facilities, free house

Tel: 01705 870505

ADVERTISING
RATES

(excl. VAT) as effective
from 1st April 98

DISPLAY

Full Page £2,100

Half Page £1,160

Quarter Page £655

S.c.c £13

CLASSIFIED

Lineage 85p per word

Trade minimum 30wds.

For Sale, Minimum lOwds.

Box number £3

PENFRIENDS

See details on pageS

Discounts, Colour Rates,

Technical Details available

on request.

Tel: 01705 724226
for a full Media Pack

3(pcf<i Cjarden Motet,
Soutfisea

Special
Winter
Breaks

For Naval Personnel
£32 per room

(one or two persons)

Central for all Southsea amenities and
entertainments. Quality en-suile

ht'drooms. Satellite TV's all rooms.
lea/coffee facilities, lounge,

private car park

•k Attractive Bar *

* Delightful restaurant *

Clarence Road

SA PQ52LQ

Tel: 01705 833018

:^, • : Navy News
Telephone

Business Manager 826040
Editorial 724194
Editorial 724163
Editorial Fax 838845
Advertising 724226 / 725062
Distribution 725136
Accounts 826040
Subscriptions 826040
Calendars 826040
Navy News Merchandise 733558
Young Readers Club 733558
Business Fax 830149

You can also visit Navy News Online at
www.navynews.co.uk

Editorial department by e-mail on:
edit@navynews.co.uk

and for all other enquiries:
enquiries@navynews.co.uk

FLORIDA
Luxury spacious villa

Private heated pool, tour
beds/three baths. !() minutes
from Disney, fully equipped.

£525 pw Villa Rental

(0191) 290 3608^

PLYMOUTH

Osmond Quest "House

42 'Pier Street, West 'M'oc

S,,.,** ) «• 01752 229705

Bed ami Breakl'asi from £I6-£20.00
Scal'ronl. Courtesy pick-up from
siaiions. 4 poster bed. All rooms

\
CTV. Tea/Coffee making. /
Most En-suite. Parkins. /H

UNION JACK
II CLUB

THE SERVICES CLUB

U IN LONDON

Relax in style in
your own Club in

the heart of London
Single, Double and Family

bedrooms, many with private
bath/shower, WC and TV.

Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV
Rooms, Launderette, Reading

and Writing Rooms,
Conference areas.

Open to members of Allied
and NATO Forces.

Officers welcome.

All modern facilities at modest

rates.

Book your reservation
through:

Reservations Office:

Union Jack Club

Sandell Street

London SE1 8UJ

Tel: 0171-928 4814

Fax:0171-6200565

Dinner Dances
Wedding Receptions
Private Parties
Our Speciality

Sandringham Hotel
7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. PO5 3LR

RECEPTION: PORTSMOUTH (01705) 826969/822914
FAX No. (01705) 822330

44 Bedrooms all en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors

£25.00 B+B p.p.p.n. or £40.00 DBB for Naval Personnel.

Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people.

Meal-stops + All Inclusive

packages available
AA *RAC

Hampshire Court Hotel
29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea PO1 2QF

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront,
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking

Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full
English breakfast

Prices from £16 per person per night

Telephone (01705) 823522

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.
MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR

Charge [ WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £80
per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER £70
person | OTHER MONTHS £50

I Nightly (Out of Season) £10
ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET

Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management before 2pm
Children 12 years or under - HALF PRICE if sleeping in the same room as adults.

BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER.
MR CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS.

TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559

T™ * nYER**!•»**** rlv i
INN

Plymouth Haddington House
Spacious self-catering holiday apartments set within

a Victorian House built in 1873.

Tastefully decorated to a high standard with fully equipped

kitchens, shower/bathroom, private parking and garden.

FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 01752-767730

PLYMOUTH HOE
Small friendly Guest House

overlooking the Hoe and Seafront.
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge.
Parking. Courtesy pick up from
Stations. Credit cards accepted.

From £28 double £15 single.
Tel: 01752 660675

l-'dgrumht' (iiiest House
50 /'/IT St. Hc.v/ //,»c. Plymtuith Pl.l .WT

THE ELMS Guest House
48 Victoria Road South, Southsea
A small, friendly, family run Guest House
offering B&B (overnight < weekly rales).

Close lo Naval base, stal
n i i i h i l i t e . Colour TV, leii/cc

all rooms. All rooms
liled parking.

Paddy and John (Joe) Krskine
Tt-1 / Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924

ES-Mail:TheElmsGH@aol.com

SOUTHSEA
SOLENT HOTEL

14-17, SOUTH PARADE
(Opposite the Pyramids)

TEL: 01705 875566

Special rales for all si'rrici1 personnel and
Family £25.()(tp.p. in full enstiiU' dimble or

twin-bedded mum.
* 4 crown si-afronl hotel
» ( i ill in i TV, I fa/coffee facilities
* (James rooms - full si/e snooker table
* Ideally situated near nil local attractions

and its nightlife.

PORTSMOUTH

EVERLEY fitfFSr HOUSE
SPECIAL

RATES FOR
NAVY NEWS

READERS
•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS

•H/C, TEA/COFFEE, 'CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS'
'ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS', '14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS

33, RESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. PO4 ONG
V'Phone: 02392 731001 Fax: 02392 780995

'OGng Cfuufes
Brompton Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5QT. Tel: 01634 830303

Why not treat yourself to a 2-night weekend

break in the heart of Medway and Maritime

Kent, where there is so much to see and do.

Within 10 minutes of the hotel you can visit the City of ROCHESTER, with its
Cathedral, Castle and Charles Dickens Centre, the WORLD NAVAL BASE,

housing many galleries and attractions (includes a trip on Kingswear Castle,
Britain's last working coal-fired paddle steamer) and the R.E. Museum,

holding one of the finest collections of its kind in the world.

For just £39.00 per person (based on 2 people sharing) we can offer you a
fabulous 3-course meal on Friday night, 2 nights bed and English breakfast
and FREE entrance into the R.E. Museums plus discount vouchers to most

of the other attractions. (Weekend break from October to March only)
All our rooms have en-suite bathroom, colour tv, hairdryer and tea/coffee

making facilities. Single room prices are available on request.

For bookings please telephone

s reservations on 01634 830303

ROYAL SAILORS
HOME CLUB 1

Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant

All at attractive prices.

Private functions catered for by professionals

Hands to dance and skylark to live music

most weekends |

Family membership now available

Royal Sailors' Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P013HS

TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496

HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN !

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB
All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit

on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and

dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members

who may be visiting the Plymouth area.

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very

competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding

Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an

ideal facility.

Royal Fleet Club
Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

PLYMOUTH
Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly family run

Guest House offers you a warm welcome and
personal service. Facilities include residents

lounge, TV, Radio, TeaCotlee. Licensed. Central
Heating all rooms. From CtSpp. C/C's Accepted
Margaret and Peter Robinson

THE FIRS 13, Pier Street, West Hoe.

TEL: 01752262870

erfoil
HOTEL

AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC
* Lockyer St, PL1 2QD *

Telephone: (01752) 227311
Elegant Victorian Building with 22
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor.
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar.
Colour TV, Radio, Tea/Coffee/
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite.
Large car park. Navy News
Readers 10% Accommodation
Discount. All Credit Cards
accepted.

Brochure & or Booking contact:
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret'd)
"A 'Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel"

The Victory Services Club

The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World
• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street

• Affordable room rates

• Choice of restaurants & bars

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room

• Function rooms for dinners,

receptions, reunions & private parties

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel

For information & reservations contact us at:

63/79 SEYMOUR STREET, LONDON W2 2HF

Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496
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NoticeBoard
Points

THE FOLLOWING shows the total points ol
ratings at the top of each advancement roster
for petty officer and leading rates in
December after issue of B13s.

Intermediate (Int) indicates that personnel
can be advanced before they are eligible to
receive merit points or before the roster can
be adjusted to take account of them. This
means that personnel are advanced in basic
date order. Dates shown against 'int' rosters
are the basic dates of the top eligible person-
nel. The number following the points (or
basic date) is the number advanced in
December.

CCMEAML - Dry, 7; CCMEAEL - Dry, 5;
CCMEAMLSM - Int (10.9.98). Nil: CCMEAE-
LSM Int (4.9.98). Nil; CCWEAADC - Dry.
Nil: CCWEAWDO - Int (26.3.99). Nil;
CCWEAADCSM - Dry. Nil; CCWEAWDOSM
- Dry, Nil; CCWEASWSNAVSM - Dry. Nil;
CCWEASWSTECSM - Dry, Nil: CCAEAM
Dry. Nil; CCAEAR - Dry. Nil; CCAEAWL
292(1,9.96), Nil.

PO(EW)(O) - Int (7,4.97). 1: LS(EW) -
Dry, Nil: PO(M) - Int (18.11.97), 4; LS(M) -
Int (14.10.97), 2; PO(R) 257 (12.9.95). 6;
LS(R) - Int (14.7.98). 3: PO(S) - Int (17.3.98).
2: LS(S) - Int (8.6.99). 2; PO(D) - 365
(14.3.95), Nil; LS(D) - 734 (16.2.93), 1;
PO(MW)(O) - Int (4.5.99), 1; LS(MW) - Int
(17.11.98), Nil; PO(SR) - 149 (11.6.96), 1;
LS(SR) - Int (13.1.98). 1; PO(SEA) - 408
(15,11.94).!; POCY - Dry. Nil: POCO - 482
(8.2.94), 2.

LRO - Int (8.6,99), 3; POPT - 559
(12.10.93), Nil; RPO - 652 (2.3.93), 2;
POMEM(L)(GS) - Int (15.7.99), 3; LMEM(L)-
(GS) • Int (30.10.98), 3; POMEM(M)(GS) -
Int (7.5.98), 8; LMEM(M)(GS) • 75 (22.5.97),
8; POWEM(O) - Int (6.5.97), 3; LWEM(O) -
176 (25.6.96), 4; POWEM(R)(GS) - 80
(5.11,96), 5; LWEM(R){GS) - 332 (4,5.95), 4;
POCA(GS) - 385 (16.2.95), 5; LCH(GS) -
480 (28.7.94), 4; POSTD(GS) - 744
(22.12.91). 1; LSTD(GS) - 410 (16.2.95), 8;
POSA(GS) - 88 (17.11.96), 2; LSA(GS) - Int
(12.6.97), Nil; POWTR(GS) - 501 (1.2.94). 9;
LWTR(GS) - 498 (19,1.94), 12: POMA - Int
(9.9.97). Nil; LMA - Int (10.3.98), 6;
PO(S)(SM)(O) - 183 (27.3.96). 2; LS(S)(SM)
- 147 (27.11.96), 1; PO(TS)(SM) - 488
(24.2.94). 1; LS(TS)(SM) - 575 (15.12.93),
Nil; PORS(SM) - 246 (10.10.95), Nil;
LRO(SM)- Int (9.2.99), Nil; POMEM(L)(SM)
- Int (4.2.99), Nil; LMEM(L)(SM) Dry, Nil;
POMEM(M)(SM) - Dry. 2; LMEM(M)(SM) -
Dry, Nil.

POWEM(R)fSM) - 679 (3.11.92), Nil;
LWEM(R)(SM) - 830 (9.4.92), Nil;
POSA(SM) - Int (14.7.97), Nil; LSA(SM) Int
(15,3.98), Nil; POWTR(SM) - Int (2.3.99), 1;
LWTR(SM) - Dry, 1; POCA(SM) - Int
(3.12.97), Nil; LCH(SM) - 787 (13.8.92). Nil;
POSTD(SM) - 690 (31.3.92). Nil: LSTD(SM)
- 452 (17.2.94), Nil; POA(AH) - 580 (7.9.93).
1; LA(AH)-381 (25.1.95), 3; POA(METOC)
- Dry, Nil; LA(METOC) - Int (2.2.99). Nil'
POA(PHOT) 1028 (2.10.90), Nil; POA(SE)
- 775 (1.4.92), Nil; LA(SE) - Int (4.6.98), Nil;

NAVY NEWS looks back through its
pages to recall some of the January head-
lines of past decades . . .

THE TIME OF
YOUR LIVES

40 years ago
HMS BULWARK commissioned as Britain's first
helicopter commando carrier. In the spring she was
expected to sail with 42 Cdo for Singapore, to be
based there for operations east of Suez.

A Fleet explosives disposal officer was awarded
the George Medal for the 45 days he had spent
removing six torpedoes from a sunken Japanese
submarine at Singapore. To reach the weapons he
had to use a flame-cutter near the warheads at a
depth of 42ft.

30 years ago
THE TOT rum ration was to be abolished from
August 1. Instead, senior rates would be allowed to
buy alcohol at bars on board ship. To compensate
for the withdrawal of the Tot, £2.7 million would be
paid into a Sailors' Fund for the benefit of ratings.

Two Ton-class minesweepers, HM ships
Houghton and Wilkieston, had completed a cir-
cumnavigation of the world on returning from
Singapore where they had been members of the
disbanded Far East Fleet's Inshore Flotilla.

• HM ships Houghton and Wilkieston return
from the disbanded Far East Inshore Flotilla.

20 years ago
HMS BLAKE, the Navy's last cruiser, paid off into
reserve just as HMS Brecon, first of a new gener-
ation of minehunters, entered service.

People were leaving the Navy too fast for the
good of its future, said the First Sea Lord, Admiral
Sir Henry Leach. "They have, to varying extents,
problems over earning their living - getting what
they'd judge to be a due reward for their services,"
he said.

Appointments
Surgeon Commodore N. E.

Baldock to be Medical Officer in
Charge, INM Alverstoke. March 7.

Capt W. N. P. Batho to be CO
JSU Northwood. Feb. 18.

Cdr L. D. Smallman to be CO
HMS Norfolk. May 2.

Cdr C. M. Richards to be CO
HMS Exeter. April 25.

Lt Col D. A. Capewell to be
CO 40 Cdo. March 21.

Swop drafts
LOM(EW) Richardson. HMS Campbel-

town, BFPO 248. will swop for any ship
deploying or not.

CMEM(L) G. J. Hunt, CPOs Mess. HMS
Liverpool, BFPO 327. will swop for any Type
23 frigate at Portsmouth or Plymouth.

CPOMEA(ML) Stuart. CPOs Mess, HMS
Monmouth. BFPO 338 (e-mail
338@navynet.gtnet.gov.uk). ME 400 (AD
Diesel). ADVA, gas trained and Type 23
endorsed. Will consider any Type 22 or 23
frigate deploying or not.

LSA Pain. Stores Office, HMS Newcastle,
BFPO 343, deploying May. Will consider any
ship not deploying.

WWTR Katie Salt (9380 26458), drafted
NP1067 (Kosovo), April 12 for six months.
Will swop for any Portsmouth ship.

AEM Zdrodowski, RNAS Culdrose ext
2503, drafted 814 NAS (then through-drafted
to Merlin), May 5. Will swop for any front-line
billet at HMS Gannet or HMS Heron.

WOM(C)1 Wilcox. HMS Southampton,
BFPO 389 (deploying Feb.), will swop for any
Portsmouth ship deploying or not.

POCA Tempest, HMS Chatham, BFPO

POACMN - 403 (8.9.94), 1: POAC - Dry, Nil;
POAEM(M) - Int (30.9.99), 3; LAEM(M) -
446 (13.10.94), 6; POAEM(R) Dry, 2;
LAEM(R) - 520 (12.1.94), 1; POAEM(L) -
Dry, 13; LAEM(L) - 400 (9.2.95). 2.

POW(R) - Dry, Nil: POW(RS) - 688
(13.10.92). Nil; LWRO - Dry, Nil; POWPT-
Dry, Nil; RPOW - Dry, Nil; POWCA - Dry, Nil;
LWCH - Dry, Nil; POWSTD - Dry, Nil;
LWSTD - 329 (19.10.95), Nil: POWSA - Dry.
Nil; LWSA - Dry. Nil; POWWTR - Dry. Nil;
LWWTR - 425 (16.3.94). 1; POWWTR(G)
Dry. Nil; POW(METOC) - Dry, Nil;
LW(METOC) Dry, Nil: POWPHOT Dry, Nil;
POWAEM(M) Dry. Nil: LWAEM(M) - Dry,
Nil; POWAEM(R) - Dry. Nil: LWAEM(R) -
Dry, Nil: POWAEM(L) Dry. Nil; LWAEM(L)
- Dry. Nil; POWETS - 673 (3.9.92). Nil:
LWETS - 624 (16.6.93). Nil; LWTEL - Dry,
Nil; POWWA 642 (10.3.93), Nil; LWWA
445 (7.9.94). Nil; POWDHYG Dry, Nil:
POWDSA - Int (17.11.97). Nil: LWDSA - Int
(9.12.97). Nil; POEN(G) Dry. Nil: LEN(G) -
Dry. Nil; PONN - Int (4.5.98). 2: POMA(Q)

Dry, Nil: LMA(Q) - Dry, Nil.
PO(AWW) - Int (25.11.98), Nil;

LOM(AWW) - Int (13.4.99), 6; PO(AWT) - Int
(16.11.98). Nil; LOM(AWT) - Int (11.3.99).
Nil; PO(UW) - Int (5.1.99). Nil: LOM(UW)
Int (9.12.98). Nil; PO(EW) - Int (9.6.98), Nil;
LOM(EW) - Int (4.5.99), Nil; PO(MW) - Int
(16.3.99), 1; LOM(MW) - Int (5.1.99), Nil;
PO(C) - Int (6.1.99), Nil; LOM(C) - Int
(5.1.99), Nil; PO(SSM) - Int (2.4.98). 1;
LOM(SSM) - Int (26.11.97), 2; PO(TSM) - Int
(29.1.97), Nil; LOM(TSM) - 97 (22.4.97), Nil;
PO(CSM) - Int (30.9.98), 1; LOM(CSM) - Int
(3.6.99), 1; PO(WSM) - Int (5.5.98), Nil;
LOM(WSM)-564 (18.4.94), 1.

Basic dates quoted for female ratings in
the following categoriy, which has no exami-
nation for the next higher rate, are applied in
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22:

POWTEL - 913 (28.4.93), Nil.
The number of 613s issued in the female

categories are those advanced from the
female shore roster.

Promotions to Chief
AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore
Naval drafting in December for the following
to be advanced:

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT
To CPOCA - A.P. Bell (RNAS Culdrose).
To CPOSA - A.J. York (Nelson).

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINEERING)
To CPOAEM(L) - P.J. Lees (MTS).
To CPOAEM(M) - N. Goodliff (848 Sqn.

Heron).
SUBMARINE SERVICE

To CPO TSSM - W,G. Sheridan (FOSM
Northwood Ops), C. Evans (Capt. Port
Clyde). M. Friar (RNEAWC). PA. Moody
(FOSM Northwood HO).

Deaths

Save up to £25
on RAC membership
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This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels. Prices include
Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable. All details correct at the time of
publication. Full membership details in RAC Terms of Membership.

S/Lt Richard James. BRNC Dartmouth,
as a result of road accident. Nov. 17.

Mne Aaron Bonner, Comacchio Group
RM. as a result of a road accident. Nov. 26.

Mne Guy Newman. HQ and Signals
Squadron RM. as a result of road accident.
Dec. 13.

Rear Admiral Ian Balfour CB, DSC.
wartime destroyer CO. Served 1929-63.
Ships: Cornwall, Berwick, Kent, Viceroy.
Carlisle, Caledonia, Kelvin, Foxhound (CO.
Mediterranean. East Indies). Decoy (CO),
Tuscan (CO). Scourge (CO. Twelve Arctic
convoys, Normandy landings, Norwegian
coast. DSC). Solebay (CO). Post-war -
Triumph (CO). Captain 2nd Destroyer Flotilla
1956-58. Director of Officer Appointments
1958-59. first senior Naval staff member of
Imperial Defence College 1960-63. Chief
Appeals Officer, Cancer Research 1963-77,
former governor Naval School, Haslemere.
Member of Association of RN Officers. Oct.
23, aged 87.

Rear Admiral Sidney (Zeke) Grattan-
Cooper CB, OBE. wartime FAA pilot, served
1936-66. Appointments: Furious, Hermes,
Ark Royal. Chief of Staff to Flag Officer (Air)
Home 1957-59.Staff of Supreme Allied
Commander Atlantic 1961-63. Deputy
Controller (Aircraft) RN 1964-66. President
RNA Cape Town. Oct. 24 in Simon's Town.
aged 96.

Cdr Oliver Lascelles MBE, DSC. CO of
peroxide-powered submarines HMS
Meteorite (ex-U-1407) and HMS Explorer.
Served 193965. Ships: Forester, Malaya.
HM submarine Unruffled (10th Flotilla. Malta
- DSC), Umbra. Vulpine, Trusty (ex-U-249,
CO). Unbending (CO). Seneschal (CO). Dzik
(Polish. ex-P.52. CO). Telemachus (CO).
Anchorite (CO). Turpin (CO). CO of Meteorite
and Explorer (held world underwater speed
record in excess of 26 knots). Also served at
BRNC Dartmouth, in HM ships Decoy and
Blake and on NATO staff. Oct. 10. aged 78.

Lt Cdr (E) Donald E. Holloway MBE.
served 1939-75. Ships: London. Ness.
Salvage Duke. Ajax. Cyclops. Anson. Belfast.
Woodbridge Haven, Dundas, Loch Ruthven.
Matapan. Member of HMS Woodbridge
Haven Association. Aged 75.

Lt Cdr (E) G. A. Kerr RNR. submariner.
Boats: L26, Tuna, Tribune. Past president of
Submariners Association, Australia. Nov. 27,
aged 88.

Robert (Bob) Rattenbury. ex-L/Sto.
Member of HMS Aurora Association (served
in her 1941-43). Nov. 12.

Ron Newsham. ex-Yeo, served 1932-47.
Ships: Renown, Milne, Juno, Jervis,
Woolwich, Hero, Wanderer. Veteran of
Norway, Dunkirk, Atlantic & Russian convoys,
North Africa, the Mediterranean, D-Day. Nov.
15, aged 82.

Walter M. Macleod Ships: Ramillies,
Vimy, Penn, T-class submarines, Adamant,
Howe. Member of Majestic Caledonia Boys
Association 1937-39.

Harry Clark. Ships: Excalibur, Seabur,
Beaufort. Member of Majestic Caledonia
Boys Association 1937-39.

Thomas Joseph Kearns. ex-Sto.,
WW2. Ships included Belfast, Impulsive.
Nov. 8.

Brian (Tiny/George) Little MBE, ex-
Mech and submariner. Boats included
Seascout. Onyx (12 years). In Australia, aged
65.

Fred A. Wardle. ex-AB torpedoman sub-
mariner. Boats (1942-46): P556. Virtue, Aug.
9, aged 76.

Bruce Dundas, member of Magpie
Association (served in HMS Magpie 1943-
44). Former Mayor of Fareham. July 7.

Harry Robinson. ex-Yeo. served 1937-
55. Ships: Ganges. Nelson, Faulknor,
Veteran of Norway, Arctic and Matla convoys,

CPO ARTIFICER/TECHNICIAN
To CPOAEA(M) - P.E. Roberts (RNAS

Culdrose). L.J. Wood (700M Merlin IFTU).
To CPOCT(A) - K.J. Fairley (Sheffield).

To CPOCT(L) - N.S. Lawton (Sheffield).

To CPOMEA - S.J. Eldridge (Endurance),
K.A. Gill (Sultan). A.R. Miller (RM Poole),
R.N. Twaites (Trafalgar). S. Wroe (Montrose).

To ACPOMEA - D.R. Barritt (Nelson), D.J.
Foulkes (Edinburgh). E.A. Meggitt
(Illustrious). N.R. Theuma (Illustrious). J.J,
Wall (Drake CFM).

To CPOWEA - S.J. Campbell (Chatham).
D.J. Morrison (Neptune NT). D.M. Rackliff
(Cornwall), PL, Robinson (Grafton).

Sicily. Salerno and Anzio landings, and
Dodecanese. Nov. 3

Tom Maguire. ex-CRS, retired 1971.
Ships: Implacable, Highflier. Mercury.
Osprey. Dolphin. Upstart. Sleuth. Aeneas.
Albion, Forth, Penguin, Anchorite. Halfar.
Member of HMS Bruce Register. Nov. 24.
aged 68,

Robert J. Rutherford, member of
Algerines Association (HMS Circe). Sept. 10.

Leslie William Marsh, member of
Algerines Association (HMS Onyx). Oct. 20.

Roland J. Collins (HMS Skipjack.
Truelove), Nov. 5.

Arthur Wade, member of Algerines
Assocation (HMS Chameleon). Nov. 8,

Noel Rice, member of Algerines
Assocation (HMS Octavia). Nov. 11.

Thomas I. Smith. ex-CPO, served 1939-
63. Ships: Warspite, Sussex, Triumph,
Diamond. Ganges. Member of HMS Warspite
Association. Nov. 27, aged 76.

Don Turner, ex CERA, member of HMS
Pelican Association. Nov. 24, aged 79.

Walter (Shiner) Wright, survivor HMS
Sikh (sunk 1942), and former POW. Arranged
reunions for ex-Sikh sailors. Nov. 27, aged
80.

Ted Honey, ex-shipwright. Ships:
Pelican, Amethyst, Peacock. Member of
HMS Peacock Association. Nov. 17, aged 78.

Bob Burgess. ex-RO(G)3. Ships:
Ganges (Hawke 251), Mercury. Bulwark.
Member of HMS Ganges Association. Aged
47.

Albert (Bert) Baldwin. ex-CMEM. served
1953-75. Ships included: Obdurate. Owen.
Cook. Triumph. Nov. 20. aged 66.

William C. Leishman. ex-LAM(A). FAA,
served 1940-46, Arctic convoys veteran. In
Hobart, N. Zeraland, Nov., aged 77.

Jack (Chippy) Crump, served 1934-49.
Portsmouth Naval shipwright apprentice.
HMS Hawkins 1939-42, Durban. HMS
Vernon. Dec. 10. aged 80.

Robert Routley. ex-AB HMS Penelope
1941-42. Member of HMS Penelope
Association.

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS
Capt. J. Agnew RM.
Rev. J. W. Aubrey
2/O K. E. Barham WRNS.
Lt Cdr (E) L. P. Barker DSC Served:

Rodney. Medway, Forth. Dolphin.
Lt Cdr C. R. Bateman. Served:

Worcester, Glorious, Rodney, Shah, Siskin,
Daedalus.

Cdr W. O. Bradbury. Served: Venetia.
Lt L. Caswell. Served: Loch Dunvegan,

Triumph. Melbourne, Cerberus, Cambridge,
Lincoln, Terror, Victory, Raleigh, Excellent.

Cdr (S) T. S. Fawcett. Served: Terror,
Royal Prince, Meon, Hogue, Hermes,
Ganges, Heron.

Lt Alfred Trussell Francis DSM (award-
ed for distinguished service during in HMS
Badsworth during Malta convoy in 1942).

3/O M. Gale WRNS.
Capt W. V. G. Gardner RM. Served:

Glasgow, Frobisher, Vanguard, Gambia,
Centaur, St Vincent, RM bases, Plymouth.

Cdr (S) M. D. Howell-Davies Served:
Adventura, Inglefield. Warspite, Forte,
Alaunia, Bruce, Newcastle, President,
Excellent, Victory.

Lt W. T. James RNVR.
Major D. L. S. Langley MC, DL, RM.

Served: Implacable, Plymouth.
Cdr A. F. C. Layard. DSO. DSC. Served:

Vancouver. Benbow, Velox, Verity, Empress
of India, Vivacious, Walpole, Harrow.
Chelsea. Swansea, President, Excellent.

Lt (E) K. Morton. Served: Albion, Striker,
Whitby. Sultan. Victory.

Lt Cdr (S) A. M. Nagle. Served: Erebus,
Frobisher, Barham, Hood. Rodney. Curlew,
Resolution, Prince of Wales, Drake, Vulture,

A/Cdr J. Tilley to be CO HMS
Herald. Jan. 12.

Lt Cdr R. C. Bowbrick to be
CO HMS Berkeley. March 28.

Lt Cdr J. R. G. Abernethy to
be CO HMS Sandown. March 7.

Lt G. W. D. Ruddock to be QIC
London University RN Unit and
CO HMS Puncher. March 21.

Lt D. P. Swigciski to be CO
HMS Dulverton. May 18.

253. will consider any Portsmouth ship.
LCH Thompson. HMS Gloucester. BFPO

289 (deploying Jan.). Will swop for any
Portsmouth carrier or Type 42 not deploying.

WWTR Jones. RM Stonehouse ext
36341. will consider any Portsmouth shore
base.

OM(C1) Slaney. MCO. HMS Grimsby,
BFPO 292. will swop any non-Scottish ship,
deploying or not, preferably Portsmouth-
based.

RATINGS seeking to swop drafts must
meet the requirements of BR14, arti-
cle 0506. In particular they should be
on or due the same kind of service - ie
sea or shore; have time to serve in
their current draft; be the same rate;
and be of similar experience.

A rating on sea service will not be
permitted to swop with another on
shore service. All applications for
swop drafts are to be made on Form
C240 to NDD, Centurion Building.

CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER/TECHNICIAN
To CCMEA - E.G. Law (Clyde MixManl).

A.C. Whale (Sultan), S.A. Yates (Drake
CFM). D.R.G. Moran (SSA Bath), A.D.
Parkes (Drake CFM), J.D. Spurrier (DEF
Diving School), A.C.R. Gowrie (Clyde
MixManl), A.C. Baxter (Sultan), A. Huteson
(CFM Portsmouth). A.M. Wilson (Drake
CFM). T.K. Woodason (Loan Brunei), T.P.
Ross (Montrose). S.J. Rowe (SSA
Portsmouth), I.M. Dickinson (Drake CFM). P.
Humphreys (Drake CFM). S. Carrick (CFM
Portsmouth). S. McCluskey (CFM
Portsmouth), S.M. Radcliffe (Drake CFM),
G.W. Crawford (Glasgow), L.J.E. Goddard
(CFM Portsmouth). M. Badstevener (NEFI).
C.G, Jones (Ocean).

Victorious. Ceylon, Maidstone, Dido.
Adamant, Ricasoli.

S/Lt N. Schofield. Served: Exeter.
Bonaventure, Norfolk, Eagle, Highflyer,
Ceylon, Mercury.

Lt Cdr C. D. Stimpson. Served:
Nighthawk, Vulture, Falcon, Peregrine.
Seahawk. Heron.

S/Lt K. M. Vine-Lot! RNVR. Served:
Goshawk.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION
George Charles Gater. founder Beccles.

Ships included HMS Barfleur (WW2).
Veteran of Burma campaign. Nov. 4, aged
85.

Raymond William Relph, Canberra and
member of RN Veterans & Associates in
Australia. Ex-torpedoman. HMS Glasgow.
Oct. 7. aged 75.

Reginald (Reg) Wood, past former com-
mittee member and past treasurer Liverpool.
Served 1938-52. Survivor HMS Repulse.
Member of RFR for 15 years. Nov. 18.

George Watkins. vice president, life
member and former secretary Walton-on-
Naze. Ex-CPO submariner. Served in
Upholder-class, Malta WW2. Nov. 15, aged
82.

Derrick William Henry Goodman.
Falmouth. Aged 71.

Roland (Roy) Blake. Falmouth. Ships:
Ganges, Royal Sovereign. Diadem, Consort.
Defiance. Aged 80.

Service
for dyslexics

AS PART of the Armed
Forces policy on its approach
to dyslexia, an officer in every
Service unit will be made
responsible for guidance on
the condition.

The Services are helping
personnel with dyslexia
whether they are under train-
ing or already in productive
service - and where it is rea-
sonably practicable to do so.

However, trainees are
expected to pass assessments
and reach performance stan-
dards.

A Joint Service Defence
Council Instruction - number
137/99 - outlines the mea-
sures the Services are pre-
pared to take to help those
suffering from the condition, j
^ S

BUSTER, CLIVE
AND SALLY BROWN
Thank all old shipmates and

friends of C.W.O.B's,
HMS London, HMS Ocean

and Sidcup Branch of RNA for
their support at this sad time.
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Helping Hands
South to
North on
42 gallons
of beer
TWO FORMER submariners
have raised more than £4,000
for charity by walking from
Lands End to John O'Groats.

Peter Johnson - who organised
the walk - and Jack Winstanley
completed the 1,150 miles - most-
ly off-road - in 112 days, of which
102 were walking days.

The cash went to the Macmillan
Fund, the Submarine Millennium
Fund, the intensive care ward of
Derby Children's Hospital, and
the Arthritis Research Campaign
- 66-year-old Peter had his hip
replaced in 1990.

To keep costs down, the pair
carried what they needed in ruck-
sacks, and al though Jack took
camping gear, towards the end of
the walk he had joined Peter in the
luxury of B&Bs.

Their route took them to Bath,
at which point they followed
national t rai ls such as the Pennine
Way and the West Highland Way.

Near Fort William the pair were
picked up by car and whisked off
to Faslane Naval Base, where they
were welcomed on board HMS
Sovereign, the adopted submarine
of Derby - Peter's home town.

They reached John O'Groats on
time, to be met by friends, rela-
tives and RN personnel.

Peter said the average daily dis-
tance was 11 miles (the longest
was 18, the shortest three), and as
they actually walked for 596 hours
their average speed was 2mph.

They suffered 29 days of rain,
but only occasional 'dry' nights -
Peter reckons he got through 42
gallons of beer.

Grafton sailors
get skates on
SAILORS from HMS Grafton got
their skates on to travel from
Portsmouth to Ipswich.

A team of in-line skaters joined
forces with cyclists from the Type
23 frigate on a 165-mile charity
trip via London as their ship sailed
between the ports.

And the ten-strong party, work-
ing in relays, with each cyclist or
skater covering a personal dis-
tance of around 45 miles, raised
more than £1,500 in sponsorship.

The money will go to the Lord
Mayor's charity and Beacon Hill
School, for children with moderate
learning difficulties.

Trainees help
reclaim land
SAILORS training at HMS
Collingwood helped a school
reclaim land as a conservation site.

The Operator Mechanics
(Communications) spent two days
on the project at Northern Junior
School in Portchester.

Members of another course at
Collingwood - System Engineering
and Management Training Course
991 - helped disabled people in
activities including climbing and
archery at the Queen Elizabeth
Activity Centre, Fareham.

• Cutting edge: LCH Dixie Dean about to have his beard trimmed - again. During HMS Marlborough's busy
West Indies deployment, the Type 23 frigate managed to raise £1,000 for the Elizabeth Foundation in
Portsmouth, which identifies children with hearing difficulties at an early age. Dixie had volunteered to have
his pride and joy - a beard of 14 years growth - shaved off by Marlborough's previous Commanding Officer,
Capt Jamie Miller. LCH Smudge Smith also had a charity trim, and a horse-racing night also contributed. The
money was presented to the Foundation by Commanding Officer Capt Anthony Rix when eight children
attended a party on board the ship, hosted by Dixie.

CPOMEA Charley Barley.

Less Charley,
more money

THREE events staged by the
ship's company of HMS
Birmingham on her last deploy-
ment have raised more than
£4,000 for various charities.

CPOMEA Charley Barley led the
way with a sponsored diet for the
Acorns Hospice in Birmingham.

Charley started his diet as the Type 42
destroyer transited the Suez Canal and
finished as she returned through the
canal five months later - by which time he
had lost 39lb, mainly by eating sensibly
and training hard.

He averaged 6,000m a day on the row-
ing machine - a total of 900,000 metres in
all - and as the diet raised just over

Frigate makes
final donation
GRATITUDE for care received
by children at a hospital has
prompted a group of sailors to
raise more than £350.

Members of HMS Boxer's
3Hz Mess presented the
cheque to the Whitehorse chil-
dren's ward at Derriford
Hospital, Plymouth - where
some members' children have
received treatment - after rais-
ing the money through a num-
ber of events while the ship
was on her final deployment in
the Gulf before decommission-
ing.

£1,600, each pound shed by Charley,
from Lincolnshire, was worth £41.23.

Charley, who started the diet at 16.5
stone and ended it at less than 14 stone,
joined the Navy in 1978 and has served in
Gibraltar and in HM ships Bulwark,
Hydra, Dumbarton Castle and Intrepid.

As part of his new fitness regime,
Charley joined the HMS Birmingham 24-
hour rowathon team in an event organ-
ised by CPOWEA Jim Ewart to raise
funds for Marie Curie Cancer Care.

The intrepid rowers covered a distance
of 333,052 metres in the 24-hour period,
which raised £1,396.

The third event was a camel-racing
night, organised in 2F mess by LSAs Rob
Stevens and George Reeves.

A variation on the horse-racing nights

which prove popular for fund-raising
around the Fleet, the participants
entered into the spirit by dressing up, and
a total of around £1,200 was brought in
for the Acorns Hospice Trust and the
Heartlands Paediatric Unit, also in
Birmingham.

BFBS on target
BFBS in Gibraltar have beaten last
year's figure of nearly £21,000 for the
British Wireless for the Blind Fund
by more than £3,000.

The British Forces Broadcasting
Service initiative is to supply, free of
charge, specially-adapted radios for
registered blind or partly-sighted
people.

In Brief
Dublin run brings in
£3,000 for children

TWO LIEUTENANTS based at RN air station
Yeovilton hope to have raised £3,000 by running in
the Dublin marathon.

Nick Cooke-Priest and Gary Criddle, qualif ied
observer instructors from 702 Naval Air
Squadron, ran for the charity SPARKS (Sports
Aiding medical Research for Kids), which helps
children with diseases such as spina bifida. Downs
syndrome and cerebral palsy to enjoy sport.

The pair teach advanced and operational flying
t ra in ing to student Lynx observers and pilots and
help prepare them for the front line.

Join a country yomp
FORMER Royal Marines Commando David
Maclamont is organising a "round-Britain
yomp" next year - and seeks three men will-
ing to join the adventure.

It will be a self-contained trip from April to
October, supported by pack-horses, so if you
are fit and can borrow a horse, contact David
at Kirriemore, Bargrennan, Newton Stewart
DG8 6TA, with brief details of yourself.

Sponsorship or donations from the trip will
go to the South Atlantic Fund and SSAFA
Forces Help.

Bonfire night cracker
BRITISH military and civilian staff based in
Viborg, Denmark, put on a Bonfire Night spec-
tacular for the local community - and raised
£2,000 for British and Danish charities.

Apart from a huge bonfire, there was a firework
display, a spit-roast and a play by children from
the British School.

The money raised went to the Cancer and Polio
Research Fund, and to the Danish Onskefunden,
equivalent to the UK Wishing Well Appeal.

There are currently 35 Britons serving at HQ
BALTAP, ICAOC1, TACDEN and the British
School, of which eight are from the Royal Navy.

Navy supports the reds
A SCHOOL in Portsmouth has got a new foot-
ball strip, thanks to the Navy.

The red kit has been given to St George's
School, Portsea, as a goodwill gesture.

The Navy runs one afternoon of PT lessons
for the school each week, when children aged
between six and 11 benefit from the expertise
of HMS Nelson PTIs and use of the Nelson
gym facilities.

Trips round the harbour
FIVE disabled Cypriots who have all sailed with the
Jubilee Sailing Trust - which integrates physically-
disabled and able-bodied persons in sea-going sail-
ing ships - were guests on board the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary landing ship Sir Bedivere in Limassol.

The five, aged between 23 and 46, were invited on
to the 7,729-tonne ship by Captain Roger Robinson-
Brown, had a buffet lunch, and were taken on a fast
trip round the harbour on a rigid inflatable rescue
boat.

Carriers stage abseils at sea and in dry dock

Volunteers
line up for
line down

Truck-pull teams
net £750 for Emily
AN 11-MAN team from HMS
Vengeance proved kings of
the road when they beat
teams of Canadian sailors
and night-club doormen in a
sponsored truck-pull.

More than 100 people
watched as the matelots and
doormen pulled a ten-tonne
Mercedes removals lorry 150
metres across the width of
Barrow's new town square.

The Vengeance team man-

aged a time of just over 26
minutes, two seconds ahead
of the doormen and 14 sec-
onds faster than the
Canadians.

Just over £750 was raised
through sponsorship and a
collection on the day, to pro-
vide enough money for a
special tricycle for five-year-
old Emily Jackson, from
Barrow, who suffers from
cerebral palsy.

^

AN ABSEIL from the quarterdeck of
HMS Invincible into the bottom of a dry
dock raised more than £24,000 for the
Imperial Cancer Research Fund.

The event, staged as a finale to the fund's
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, saw 69 vol-
unteers - including three from the ship's
company - perform a freefall abseil of 80ft
from the carrier.

The day was launched when Lt Louise
Thomas and Mrs Jane Smith led the way.

Proceedings were conducted under the
care of C/Sgt Stevie Fulthorpe and Cpl
Ritchie Hope of the Royal Marines School of
Music, who were responsible for safety.

Capt Rory McLean, the Commanding
Officer of HMS Invincible, said the ship was
delighted to help the Imperial Cancer
Research Fund raise money for such a wor-
thy cause.

At the end of the event, Cdr Ashley
Carter, the ship's Public Relations Officer,
was able to present a donation to Imperial
Cancer Research of £200 from Invincible and
£100 from Fleet Support Ltd, who are carry-
ing out conversion and upgrade work on the
carrier in Portsmouth Naval Base.

Daring
danglers
drop for
charity

THOSE who dared to dangle
from the bridge of HMS
Illustrious helped raise over
£2,000 for a children's hospice.

The charity abseil, 75ft down
to hangar deck level, was
organised by CPOWEA
Jumper Collins and LWPT
Janet Coomer under the title
'Who Dares to Dangle'.

And 35 of the ship's compa-
ny did dare as the carrier
returned from the Mediterra-
nean after completing exercis-
es with the French, Spanish
and Italian navies.

The money will go to
Demelza House Children's
Hospice near Sittingbourne in
Kent, one the ship's charities
in the Cinque Ports area.

_ Letting go: CPOWEA
Jumper Collins and LWPT
Janet Coomer prepare for
the Illustrious abseil.
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Sport
Virtual
races are
for real
VIRTUAL races on screens added
to the excitement of the RN and
RM Amateur Rowing Association
indoor rowing championships.

Rowing machine (ergometer)
manufacturers Concept II spon-
sored the event, at HMS
Temeraire, and the eight competi-
tion machines were linked by com-
puter to display individuals' per-
formances as a simulated race.

The competition consisted of a
series of heats rowed over a dis-
tance of 2,000 metres.

A team event was held after the
individual competition, with each
team consisting of four members
rowing over a total distance of
4,000 metres on an ergometer.

The team tit le went to a com-
posite team from DPA, HQRM
and 815 Naval Air Squadron.

Other winner were: Indoor row-
ing champion: LAEM Wykes (815
NAS); Heavyweight men (18-22):
Mne Wishart (RM Condor);
Heavyweight men (23-29): LAEM
Wykes; Heavyweight men (30-39):
Lt Cdr Twine (RNSETT); Heavy-
weight men (40 plus) Sgt Starkey
(RM Condor); Lightweight men
(open): Lt Clarke (DNAS/ NAML);
Ladies: NA Ennis (SNONI).

Rowing on ergometers is
increasing in popularity through-
out the Fleet, and rowing - on and
off the water - is an excellent form
of 'complete' workout

Men's and women's water row-
ing squads are recruiting for the
winter season in preparation for
next summer's racing events.

For full f ixture and t ra in ing
details contact Lt Rob Carr on
Greenock (93231) 4389.

Warm welcomes
and cold pools

• Fine balance - the rugby teams go head to head to decide the Battle of the Carriers.
HMS Invincible took on HMS Illustrious in nine sports. Invincible dominated the early
part of the day, with golf, ladies football and tennis all going their way, and although
Lusty hit back with a netball win, Invincible was leading at the break by four rounds to
one, having also taken the squash event. But wins at mixed hockey and football
brought the carriers back to 4-4 - and a second-half comeback in the rugby gave
Illustrious an 18-15 victory and the overall win. The day was sponsored by Connolly
Leisure and Scottish and Newcastle Breweries.

THE ROYAL Navy water polo squad
had a mixture of warm welcomes and
cold pools on their tour to South Africa.

With a busy itinerary of matches and
sightseeing, the 14 men managed to
cram 12 games into two weeks, winning
seven and drawing one, including a
tournament in Port Elizabeth where
they finished runners-up.

The weather was not always up to the
standard expected - and one or two of
the open-air pools were positively chilly
- but the distractions of bush barbecues,
safaris, surfing and the world's highest
bungee jump, tackled by three brave
souls, more than compensated.

The tour - the first since Moscow in
May 1992 - was partly organised by Lt
Cdr Steve Morgan, who had to sit it out
when he joined HMS Gloucester, and
CPO Tony Atkinson.

For details of RN water polo, contact
Tony at HMS Sultan (93843) ext 2722 or
CPOPT Gary Thomas on HMS
Temeraire (9380) ext 25912.

Players of any standard will be made
welcome.

Question of sport
A WOMEN'S cricket questionnaire sent out
in October has elicited a very good response
- but there is still just time to return yours if
you would like to attend the coaching course
weekend on February 5-6.

11 COMPANY STOKE
Successful and Injury free running starts with the correct footwear. We at the Company Store are proud

to offer the World's Finest Running Shoes from the World's Most Respected Manufacturers
SAVE £'S - all at an unbeatable price. SAVE £'S .

New Balance 828
A fast light shoe for training

as well as competition
rrp £60

CS Price £49.99

New Balance 852 New Balance 577
Today's Runners best shoe for heavier A Classic proven on-off road

runners needing extra support stability shoe
rrp£60 rip £60

CS Price £49.99 CS Price £49.99

New Balance 1002
Advanced Cross Trainer
that will take you from

gym to 5 mile run
rrp£70

CS Price £59.99

Saucony JAZZ 5000
Award winning, ever

popular on or off-road shoe
rip £50

CS Price £44.99

Saucony JAZZ i
Well cushioned trainer for

longer runs
rrp £60

CS Price £53.99

Etonic "Dri Trainer"

Gortex lined, lightweight,
waterproof shoe for

all conditions
rrp £100

1.99

Cardio Sport

Heart Rate Monitors
Introducing 3 new
monitors for you to

get the most
benefit out of your,

exercise.

Karrimor KSB Trail
For "off-road" trails

but great on the street tool
rrp £60

CS Price £52.99

Instant Liquid Energy
in easy to use sachet

S Price £8 for 10

Leatheman "Mtaa"
Quality & Reliability in half

the size of the Original
i Full Range Also Available

• y\

Karrimor UMM 35
Classic mountain marathon

day sack
rrp £50

Price £43,99

rrp £50

rrp £70

CS Price £43.9
CS Price £62.9

Limit Classic
Advanced
Premier

1000 MILE SOCKS

Guaranteed no blisters, or wear out within 1000 miles
rrp £8 CS Price £7.00

rrp £100 CS Price £89.99 \

HOT LINE
to 2illanelli Workshops, Trostn Park, IkKlli,

No joy for Navy
on squash court

IT WAS all Army at the
Combined Services individual
squash championships -
although the Navy received
plaudits for the quality of their
organisational skills as hosts.

The four main competitions all
went to Army players, but there
were notable performances by RN
players over the three days.

LWRT Jason Youdale was
placed fourth in the Men's Open,
though he was forced to give his
opponent a walk-over in the third-
place play-off because of injury.

LAEA Tony Draper and Lt
Damian May took second and
third in the U25 event, while CPO
Jocky Stewart and Lt Robin Young
took the same placings in the
Veterans event.

Best-placed RN female was
LWPT Kergon, who took sixth
place.

The tournament secretary paid

tribute to the efforts of Lt Cdr
Steve Fuller for his efforts in the
run-up to the event, at HMS
Temeraire, and his support
throughout the tournament.

Cricket team
to tour India
THE ROYAL Navy representative
cricket team will be making its first
tour of India from January 4 to 30,
playing four matches in Goa and
four in Bombay.
• The RN Cricket Umpires and
Scorers Association will be run-
ning a course for potential
umpires and scorers from
February 7-9 at HMS Temeraire -
the last course until the next train-
ing year, which starts in September
2001 because of the new laws
which are being introduced.

Navy XV
starts with
a victory
THE NAVY got off to a winning
start under the new Rectory flood-
lights when they beat Devon 12-6.

In front of a crowd of about 300,
both sides put up a stout defence,
and the game reached half time
with no score, although the Navy
had played some inventive rugby.

In the second half, against the
run of play, Devon took the lead
with a penalty, but the Navy slowly
turned up the heat and LWEM
Simon Burns (HMS Collingwood)
went over after a tap penalty.

Devon edged ahead again with
another penalty, but the Navy fin-
ished strongly, Sgt Wolltorton
(HMS Collingwood) touching
down at the back of a driving maul,
and Mne Kerry Slyman (Cdo
Logs) converted.

Logs cruise
to cup win
COMMANDO Logistics proved
too well-organised for a young and
lively Britannia Royal Naval
College in the area final of the
Navy Cup.

The college side played with
spirit for the first half-hour, but
failed to notch up any points.

Logs then made their experi-
ence count, with Sgt Bob
Armstrong diving in from short
range and Mne Nathan Evens fol-
lowing up with another try before
the break to give the Royals a 10-0
interval lead.

Logs then started to pull away,
and tries from Cpl Freeman
(three), Mne Perry, Mne
Thompson, Mne Slyman, Mne
Porter and L/Cpl Mitchell, with
conversions from Slyman and Mne
Turnbull, saw them cruise to an
easy 53-0 victory.

Bandsmen
make debut
WINS may have been thin on the
ground, but the Royal Marines
Band Service rugby football club
have given a good account of
themselves in their first season.

They narrowly lost both Argyll
Bowl matches, against Commando
Helicopter Forces and RM
Condor, and lost the annual
Memorial Match to Deal
Wanderers, but notched their first
win by 34-10 against St
Columba/Torpoint before losing to
a late try against a strong
Devonport Services II side.

Any club sides, units or ships
seeking a social fixture against the
Band Service should contact WO2
Steve Muddiman or Musn Gareth
Bott on HMS Raleigh ext 41304.

• A GOLDEN goal by LACNM Taff Davis against the RAF gave the Royal Navy (in red. above) a
clean sweep in the inter-Services canoe polo championships. The key to success in the male com-
petition is a balance of ability between A and B teams, as combined points decide the champi-
onship - and coach CPO Don McLean {HMS Neptune) achieved that balance, helped by the per-
formance of B team keeper Capt John Welch (JMOTS Northwood). The ladies team, captained in
Lt Charlie Atkinson (HMS Roebuck), proved more than a match for the other sides. Anyone requir-
ing more information on canoe polo should contact Lt Joe Wood (PT&RO* at RNAS Culdrose ext
2403.
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Sport

Novices
put on

the style
THE ROYAL Marines stormed to
victory with nine titles in eleven
categories at the RN Novice box-
ing championships, writes S/Lt
Simon Panel.

During the interval at the
Wyvern Centre at HMS Drake, a
£500 cheque was given to the Naval
Families Support Group, and a col-
lection made for Children in Need.

In the first bout, a special ban-
tamweight contest, flyweight title
winner AEM Akram (Air) resisted
bantamweight champion Mne
Dudley's late surge, and at light
welterweight, Mne Thompson's
superior fitness told as he won a
unanimous points decision against
WTR Kelly (Portsmouth).

Welterweight OM Egan blunted
Mne Cave's early aggression and
later knocked the Royal over to
give Plymouth Command their
only title with a points win.

L/Cpl Alderson took charge
from the start of his light mid-
dleweight clash, outclassing Mne
Jones, while at middleweight, Mne
Sims started slowly against Mne
Sandalls, but his increased work-
rate swung the decision his way.

A special cruiserweight bout saw
OM Johnson (Plymouth) knock
out OM Adams (Portsmouth) in a
one-sided first round, and bout
seven lasted no longer, when Mne
Smith (featherweight champion)
forced Mne McGuire to retire in
the first round of a special light-
weight fight.

Then came one of the bouts of
the evening as Mne Watson and
AEM Houghton (Air) met at light

Fleet go
through
hoops

IT WAS a weekend of firsts
at the Inter Command bas-
ketball championships at
HMS Temeraire.

The Fleet team won the
event for the first time,
beating all four of their
opponents - Plymouth
Command were unable to
field a team.

And Scotland celebrat-
ed their fourth place, as it
was the first time they
avoided the wooden
spoon, and the first time
they had won an Inter
Command game.

The championship was
the last for Lt Andy Fellow,
who has been the RN
Basketball Association's
technical secretary for
several years, and he was
presented with a plaque in
recognition of his support.

The award for the most
improved player went to
Mne Nick Barks (42 Cdo).
RESULTS: RM 71, Naval
Air 49; Portsmouth 61,
Scotland 48; Fleet 67,
Naval Air 49; RM 45,
Scotland 37; Fleet 53,
Portsmouth 49; Ports-
mouth 67, Naval Air 48;
Fleet 49, Scotland 43;
Portsmouth 47, RM 42;
Scotland 69, Naval Air 50;
Fleet 57, RM 52.
POSITIONS: 1, Fleet; 2,
Portsmouth; 3, Royal
Marines; 4, Scotland; 5,
Naval Air.

heavyweight, with the Royal win-
ning unanimously on points.

The cruiserweight title went to
Mne Perfect, who tipped the pace
in the third to win on points against
OM Pemberdy (Portsmouth).

Heavyweight Mne McGiven
soon forced a standing count on LS
Astley (Plymouth) before knocking
him d'own, forcing Astley to retire.

The Royals took the team title
with 37 points, with Plymouth sec-
ond (8pts), nudging Air (7pts) into
third with Portsmouth (4pts) last.

Best boxer was Mne Cave, with
Mne Thompson runner-up.
• A slow start against a Scottish
Select almost sank the RN in a
charity show at HMS Neptune for
the KGFS and the Royal Hospital
for Sick Children, Yorkhill.

The Navy quickly went 3-0
down, with Mne Smith losing on
points at featherweight, OM Davie
(lightweight) was forced to retire
after a heavy blow to his face, and
light-heavyweight Mne Watson's
bout was stopped by the referee,
to the Navy corner's surprise.

But CPO Breeds turned the tide
with a majority points decision at
welterweight, and a similar victory
was achieved at super-heavyweight
by Mne Isherwood.

Featherweight MEM Coleman
brought the score level, and the
third featherweight bout of the
night saw the challenge decided in
the Navy's favour when L/Cpl
Alderson took a points decision.
• A charity show between local
boxers and a Navy team at HMS
Sultan raised more than £3,000 for

That hurt! - AEM Houghton (yellow) is put under pressure by Mne Watson in the Novices' event.

the Handicapped Children
Pilgrimage Trust (Royal Navy)

MEM Gavin Williams was
ahead when a devastating punch
stopped him in the second round
of the first bout, and bout two was
also curtailed when AEM Dailey
stopped MEM Parish.

MEM Doddington won his bout,
and the boxer of the night award,
then MEM Moore kept the aggres-

sive AEM Dawson at bay to take
his fight.

WTR Kelly lost an evenly-
matched fight on points to his civil-
ian opponent, then MEM
Houghton's southpaw style over-
come AEM Bates.

MEM Maxwell was a comfort-
able winner, while MEM Li's split
lip ended his fight against MEM
Galpin in the first round.

Superior speed and strength car-
ried MEM Perkins to victory in
bout nine, then an explosive heavy-
weight contest was won by AEM
Houghton against OM Peberdy.

This was POPT Q Shillingford's
last show, as he has left Sultan after
"a very enjoyable draft" for a short
stint in the Falklands, but he will be
back in the gymnasium at HMS
Nelson later this year.

Feat of
clay puts
Ian on top
FIRST honours in the clay target
shooting season have gone to PO
Ian Mitchell (CHF), who broke 74
clays out of 100 at Tipner to take
the High Gun title at the first,
selection shoot to find the team to
represent the Navy in this year's
inter-Service competition.

Second place went to LAEM
Fez Parker (CHF) with Lt Cdr
Peter Trott (SSA) - chairman of
the RN Clay Pigeon Shooting
Association - third.

Ian Mitchell was also presented
with a hipflask in appreciation of
the time and effort he has put into
the last three years as competition
secretary. He is succeeded by CPO
Andy Free (HMS Collingwood).

For details of RN clay pigeon
shooting, contact CPO Tom
Meadows, HMS Nelson ext 24139.
or PO Ian Morgan, 93781 2778.

Two entries
for Tall Ships
TWO sail training vessels from the
Armed Services fleet are due to
take part in the Cutty Sark Tall
Ships Race this year.

Crews are being sought for HM
Sail Training Craft Dasher and
Kukri, which will start the race
from Southampton on April 12.
They will return to their Gosport
base on August 31 after the five-
leg race has taken them to Cadiz,
Bermuda, Boston, Halifax and
Amsterdam.

Application details to join at
least one of the legs are contained
in Joint Services Defence Council
Instruction 135/99.

Also being organised on a Joint
Service basis is a 12-leg sailing and
climbing expedition to South
Georgia. A Nicholson 55 vessel
will be used in Exercise Southern
Tartan being run from August 1
this year to June 20, 2001.

As well as South Georgia,
places to be visited include the
Canary Islands, Dakar, Recife,
Montevideo, the Falkland Islands,
Barbados and the Azores.

Details are published in Joint
Service DCI 133/99.

Blues and reds
NO wins but plenty of action
characterised the RN football
team's final outings of the cen-
tury.

The side faced an Amateur
Football Alliance team determined
to avenge last season's 4-1 defeat,
and the AFA duly recorded a 2-1
win.

AFA took the lead in the tenth
minute with a penalty, and Navy
keeper NA Simon Winnan (HMS
Seahawk) did well to twice rescue
his defence.

But a bout of pressure towards
the interval brought a Navy
equaliser when Cpl Lee
Weatherall (CTCRM) shot
through a crowded goalmouth in
the 37th minute.

Winnan was the busier keeper in
the second half, and it was AFA
who took the victory with a 52nd
minute goal.

The next fixture was the opening
SWCC match against Dorset
County FA at Portland.

The county team had the better
possession in the first half, and
reached the break a goal to the
good.

The second half subsided into a
dour midfield battle, but the Navy
left it late to equalise, with Lee
Weatherall heading home from
close range with just four minutes
left on the referee's watch.

The game against the Army at
Portsmouth was a blood and thun-
der affair in which the visitors were
reduced to nine men and the sec-
ond half lasted for a full hour.

The Navy opened strongly, but
the game then swung end to end,
and it was the Army who drew first
blood in the fifth minute when Cpl

Dave Hope headed strongly past
an unsighted CPO Stuart Adams
(HMS Trenchant).

Numerous chances went beg-
ging at both ends but the half
ended with the Army just hanging
on to their lead.

Five minutes into the second
half saw the Army reduced to ten
men when they lost their right back
to a second yellow card, and the
Navy immediately turned up the
pressure.

With one-way traffic towards the
Army goal it appeared to be just a
matter of time before the Navy
equalised.

But it took another red card
midway through the half before
the Dark Blues broke through, Cpl
Richard Hope (RM Band) head-
ing in from a long cross by Lt
Taylor.

The Navy piled forward looking

for the winner - but fell behind
again to a sucker punch when a
break by Hope ended with a penal-
ty, which was fired into the roof of
the Navy net.

With 18 minutes left the Navy
resumed their assault on the Army
goal, but as in the Dorset game
they left the match-saver late in
normal time - there were five min-
utes left when PO Nigel Thwaites
(HMS Seahawk) rifled home.

With 15 minutes added by the
referee, the Navy camped around
the Army area, but will be disap-
pointed they could not press home
their two-man advantage.

Upcoming fixtures include:
Jan 13 v Prison Service (New-
bold Revel, Rugby)
Jan 19 v Gwent (RNAS
Yeovilton) ko 1930
Jan 26 v Sussex (Lancing) ko
1930.

Midfielder has to fly
AN AIRLINE ticket played a key
role when the RN youth football
team played Kent.

Traffic problems had delayed
the arrival of the Kent team by
more than an hour - and midfield
debutant OM Taff Thomas had a
tight schedule if he was going to
return to duty at HMS Neptune.

So, halfway through the second
half, with the Navy pressing hard,
Taff had to make a dash to
Heathrow for his flight home.

The county side then scored late
on to wrap up a 3-1 win.

The Navy had fallen behind to
an early goal, but levelled when
MEM Graham Shanks (HMS

Illustrious), playing his last game
before going over-age, scored with
a superb diving header.

A controversial penalty gave the
visitors the lead before half-time,
and although the Navy put sus-
tained pressure on the Kent side,
they couldn't break through.

The youth team are home to
Surrey on January 16 and London
on February 6.

Any young sailor or marine born
August 1, 1980, or after interested
in being considered for selection
should contact their local PT staff
or Lt Mark Jones, Secretary,
RNFA(Y), on HMS Excellent
(93832) ext 7322.

DON'T FORGET !

ARMY v NAVY
Saturday 6 May 2000

at Twickenham
Kick off 2.45pm

Tickets
£12.50 adults, £5.00 children and OAPs

Discounts for families and schools

BOOKING HOTLINE
0870 4446633

www.navyrugbyunion.co.uk

Sponsored by
Willis

The Risk Practice

http://www.navyrugbyunion.co.uk
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French Call in British warships end NATO pdyssey

two Culdrose
helicopters for
tanker rescue
A ROYAL Navy Sea King helicopter from RN air station
Culdrose was called in to help in the French operation to rescue
26 crew members from the sinking tanker Erika.

French coastguards asked for a French helicopter while the RN
aircraft stood by to assist. None of
the men was injured. The two parts
of the tanker later sank, causing a
pollution threat from the ship's
24,000-tonnes of fuel oil.

Two weeks earlier in the Bay,
RFA Sea Centurion assisted the
tug Knighton which had suffered
engine failure in heavy seas.

The tug, en route from the UK
to Portugal, had its power restored
by Sea Centurion, which stood by
her until the she was met by anoth-
er tug from Spain.

RN assistance after the 50,000-
tonne, Maltese-registered vessel
broke in two in heavy seas in the
Bay of Biscay on December 12.

Five crew members were l i f ted
off the deck of the ship and 21 oth-
ers were rescued from lifeboats by

Kosovo
medal
issued
A NATO medal has been
issued for those who took part
in the Kosovo campaign.

The Queen has approved unre-
stricted acceptance of the NATO
Medal for Kosovo, and its wearing
by British personnel. The ribbon is
in NATO blue with th in stripes of
whi te at either edge and a broader
white stripe in the centre.

It bears the inscription 'Kosovo'
on the clasp and introduces the
concept of numerals on the ribbon
for multiple tours.

Those who have served more
than one tour which qualifies
them for the NATO Medal with
the clasp 'Former Yugoslavia' may
also claim the right to wear the
numeral.

Details of eligibility appear in
General Defence Council
Instruction 287/99 and 305/99.

• For the first time in seven months, OM(EW) Jamie Rogers hugs his children Gregory and Brypny
after he returned from the West Indies with HMS Northumberland. Report and pictures of the ship's
hurricane relief operations in Anguilla - page 12. Picture: LA(PHOJ) Bernard Henesy

'No nuclear threat'
over Millennium

LONG deployments on
NATO duty ended just
before Christmas for HM
ships Liverpool and
Coventry.

Liverpool reached her home
base of Portsmouth on
December 17 after six months
as part of Standing Naval
Force Mediterranean. The Type
42 ship, leader of the Third
Destroyer Squadron, took part
in many exercises with the
other seven ships of the force.

She also made several visits
to Mediterranean ports, includ-
ing Aksaz, Naples, Marseilles,
Barcelona, Haifa, La Spezia,
Tunis and Catania.

Coventry also ended a six-
month deployment when she
returned to Devonport on
December 8. As a member of
Standing Naval Force Atlantic
she saw duty in the Adriatic,
monitoring shipping move-
ments and conducting surveil-
lance missions.

Her 25,000-mile travels also
took her to Gdansk - which is
twinned with Plymouth - to
mark the first anniversary of
Poland's membership of
NATO. She conducted an exer-
cise with Polish warships, and
a Polish naval officer joined
her for a month to promote
mutual understanding.

Among ships returning from
Exercise Argonaut (see page
17) was the survey ship HMS
Herald. She got back to
Devonport on December 13
after four months in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea.

During her visits to Romania
and Bulgaria her ship's compa-
ny carried out maintenance
work on an orphanage and
held a pirates party for the chil-
dren.

PAY 2001
• From front page

working conditions in line with
modern practice.

One benefit of the delay is that
it will allow further job evaluation
of trades, such as Supply Branch
ratings in the early spring.

Slippage of Pay 2000 will also
mean delay in the introduction of
changes to Additional Pay, which
will not now be implemented
before October next year. Those
plans will affect such categories as
flying pay, submarine pay and div-
ing pay.

Additional Pay was due to be
rationalised six months after Pay
2000 was planned to come into
effect, making the system easier to
understand and apply.

The changes are intended to
better target Additional Pay by
weighting rewards in areas where
the Service has problems in
obtaining or in retaining manpow-
er.

And as a result of the Pay 2000
delay, other groups - including
Reservists - will not now move to
the new pay structure before April
2002.

THE RUSSIAN and British Defence Ministries have
reaffirmed that there is no risk of an accident involv-
ing their countries' military nuclear systems over the
Millennium.

• The Provost of Birmingham Cathedral, the Very Rev Gordon
Mursell, accepts HMS Birmingham's bell from her Commanding
Officer, Cdr Simon Ancona. ' Picture: LA(PHOT) Paul o'Shaughnessy

Birmingham's bell goes
on display in cathedral

THE SHIP'S bell of HMS
Birmingham, the Type 42 destroyer
tha t decommissioned on Dec-
ember 10, has been presented for
display in Birmingham Cathedral.

A few days before the decom-
missioning ceremony, personnel
from HMS Birmingham visited
their affiliated city to say their last
farewells as a ship's company.

One of the tasks of the
Commanding Officer, Cdr Simon
Ancona, was to present the bell to
the Cathedral Provost, the Very
Rev Gordon Mursell during a com-
memorative service.

Goodbyes were also said to the
charities, schools, Sea Cadet units
and Naval associations with which
the ship had been affiliated
throughout her 23-year career.

The ship's Lynx helicopter deliv-

ered Santa Claus to Acorns
Children's Hospice, which also
benefited by £3,000 collected by
the ship's company. A further £800
was given to Heartlands Paediatric
Hospital.

The city's Nautical Club acted as
evening hosts for the HMS
Birmingham sailors, during which
they met Sea Cadets from the
Gamecock, Stirling, Dolphin and
Sherborne units.

More than 100 members of the
ship's company exercised their
Freedom of the City by parading in
Centenary Square in which the
Lynx had landed.

Detailed exchanges of infor-
mation on computer systems
associated with nuclear
weapons took place at meet-
ings in Moscow and London in
early December.

Both sides agree that there is no
risk of an accidental missile launch
as a result of the year 2000 date
change, or any other computer fail-
ure.

The two Ministries also
exchanged assurances on the staus
of their conventional forces,

Meanwhile Britain's Defence

Rating faces
murder charge
AS NAVY News went to press, a
Royal Navy petty officer, Alan
Michael Crimson, single, was due
to appear at Portsmouth
Magistrates Court charged with
the murder of sailor Nicholas
Wright, from HMS Edinburgh,
who had been missing since
December 1997.

The charge follows the discov-
ery of human remains near a road
two miles west of Cheriton, near
Winchester.

Hampshire detectives said a
second man was released on police
bail pending further inquiries.

In a separate case, S/Lt David
Crawley appeared at Portsmouth
Magistrates Court on December
16 charged with the murder of his
wife, Jaync, a nurse from Queen
Alexandra Hospital, Cosham, who
was found at the couple's home
with head injuries. She died in hos-
pital.

Crawley was remanded in cus-
tody unt i l December 23 to appear
at Portsmouth Magistrates Court.

Vengeance
at last . . .

HMS VENGEANCE has
entered the history books
by becoming the last war-
ship to be commissioned
into the Royal Navy this
century, and the last Trident
submarine to enter service.
For the full story, turn to

Secretary, Geoff Hoon, has
announced that MOD's crit ical
computer systems are now ready
for the Mil lennium.

The work completed the key
part of MOD's Year 2000 pro-
gramme, though the Ministry was
continuing to be vigilant about the
'Mi l lennium Bug', said Mr Hoon.

He said: "All credit goes to our
Service personnel and civilians for
making sure that the last few criti-
cal systems across MOD are ready
in time. We will deliver our key
objective of sustaining defence
capability over the Millennium."

• Vice Admiral Sir Ian Garnett,
pictured during a visit to
British units in East Timor. In
his capacity as Britain's
Commander Joint Operations,
Admiral Garnett met Gurkha
troops there shortly before
they started returning home in
time for Christmas.
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DIRTY WORK: Coaling warships, particularly larger vessels
such as the 14,900-ton Majestic-class battleships pictured here
around 1900, was a filthy and unpopular job, as all hands
lugged sacks or baskets of coal to fill the bunkers.

Coaling was one of the first evolutions of a ship on returning
to harbour, and could take days, from before dawn until late.

Super-Dreadnoughts had a total capacity of more than 2,700
tons of coal, and a ship such as HMS Terrible, using efficient
Belleville boilers on passage to the China Station in 1904, could
burn 100 tons of coal a day while cruising as 12 knots.

The first signs of change were already apparent in 1900 - the
destroyer HMS Surly was converted for oil fuel trials in 1898,
and in 1902 Haslar conducted research which paved the way for
oil-fired capital ships such as the 1912 Queen Elizabeth class.

TPL Z&tJ^z^rz I>
A JJLC Bookslao p>

A LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL NAVAL
AND MARITIME BOOKS

10% OFF ALL BOOK ORDERS PLACED IN DECEMBER
(EXCLUDES ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS)

No.9 Store, Main Road, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth. P01 3P
Tel: O17O5 826682 Fax: O17O5 82188
E-Mail: navalmuseum@cix.co.uk www.royal naval museum trading company.ltd.u

/f^» THE ASSOCIATION OF^
/̂ g|\ ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS
X,Ĵ ;>/ Her Majesty The Queen

ARNO is both a Charitable Trust and a Membership Association
for Serving and Retired Officers of the RN, RM, QARNNS,

former WRNS, and their Reserves

The Charitable Trust has assets exceeding £3 million, the investment
income from which is used to make grants and bursaries to all officers and
their dependants, including their widows or widowers, when they are in need.

The Membership Association, which has 8.500 members the majority
currently joining being serving officers, provides very substantial and diverse
benefits both for serving and retired officers for a nominal annual membership
fee of £10 (or £150 for Life Membership). Amongst these ARNO's AA
membership scheme alone affords a saving which comfortably exceeds the
annual subscription! (Roadside with Home Start and cover throughout Europe
£3X per year)

For further information;

Either visit the ARNO web site \v\v\v.eurosurf.com/arno or complete
and return the following: (fax: 0171 402 5533. e-mail:arno@eurosurf.com).

To: Li CDR I M P COOMHKS RN. ARNO. 70 PORCIIESTER TCE, LONDON W2 3TP
Please send me details and a membership application form:

k\^ [Naw Newsl i X J

DIGGING IN: Royal Marines coaling HMS Queen in Malta in the
first decade of the 20th Century.
Coal was not just a power source - it provided extra buoyancy i
the ship was holed, and full bunkers were an additional form of

1*0$
<fp> Province Of Natal Hotel

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT
FROM FEBRUARY 2000 WE WILL BE

OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
The Hotel was a gift after World War 2

Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks
for all serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or

QARNNS personnel and their reservists, families

and close relatives.

*50 yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands.
*Half a mile from the shops and station.* Lift to all floors

*AII rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV
'Residents bar *Children and Pets welcome
*Double, Twin and Family rooms available

*We cater for small ships re-unions

The Manager and staff would like to thank all guests and
suppliers for their support during our 50th Anniversary Year

Group booking discounts available

For more information
Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575

Registered Charity No 226446
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Picture: Royal Marines Museum, Portsmouth.
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FRONT COVER: A Royal Navy Brigade shore party prepares
to land during the Boxer Rebellion in China in the summer of
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EASTERN EMPIRE: Sailors take up position on the side of cruiser HMS Terrible in Hong
Kong in a show of patriotism to King Edward VII (above).

By the turn of the century, plans were already well advanced to reclaim land and extend
the Naval dockyard by almost 40 acres, to include a floating basin and a graving dock.

That work was all but completed by the outbreak of the First World War.
The work proved technically challenging. For one thing, a great deal of it had to be carried

out under water - more than three-quarters of the quay walls were beneath the surface, and
a team of local Chinese divers were employed and trained to carry out some of the work.

The photograph left shows three Canopus-class battleships and a white-painted Swiftsure-
class battleship in a crowded Hong Kong harbour early last century, along with the depot
ship HMS Tamar, from which the later Naval shore establishment took its name.

Hong Kong's new dockyard was home to an expanding China Fleet; by 1900 three battle-
ships, 15 cruisers, six sloops, ten gunboats and a handful of early destroyers, river steamers
and support vessels were based there.

Pictures: Royal Naval Museum. Portsmouth

THE MERCHANT
NAVY HOTEL

MERCHANT NAVY

ISLAND IN THE SUN:
For many years, Malta
was as important to the
Royal Navy in the
Mediterranean as
Gibraltar, as this picture
(above) demonstrates.
In the background, far
left, is a Royal Sovereign
class battleship in dry
dock, believed to be
either HMS Royal Oak or
HMS Royal Sovereign.
In the middle of the pic-
ture is a Majestic-class
battleship, which is part-
ly obscuring the Eclipse-
class cruiser HMS Diana.
The Grand Harbour only
started to lose its attrac-
tiveness with the rise of
air power.

Picture: Royal Naval Museum.
Portsmouth

FENECK'S
Established 19BO'S

NAVAL & MILITARY TAILOR & OUTFITTER
He specialise in L'niform <Ji Dress for most Services.

He pride ourselves OM a quick
Lacing ft Medal Mounting Service.

We Stock :
MEDALS. WALL PLAQUES, REGIMENTAL TIES,
CRAVATS, BLAZER BADGES, CUFF LINKS ETC.

We put our Clients First, Offering a Unique
Quality Service at a Competitive Price.

Contact us at:-
140, Union Street, Plymouth PL1 3HL

Tel/Fax 01752 665763

Reproduced by kind permission ofP&O

Wine, Dine and Stay in Comfort at

YOUR OWN PORT OF CALL
IN LONDON

Experience Our High Standard of Service
And Fine Cuisine

Open to all serving seafarers and their dependant
families. Ex-Seafarers with more than 5 years service

may apply for free Honorary Membership.

19-21 Lancaster Gate, London W2 3LN
Close to the West End of London and Paddington Station with its

fast connection to Heathrow

TEL: 020 7723 8831 FAX: 020 7723 4702

E-MAIL: reservations@mnhotel.org.uk
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In 1900, the Royal

Navy was the most
modern and sophis-

ticated naval force in
the world.

The century just ended
had seen dramatic
changes in warships and
their equipment.

Most of the older men in
the Fleet had begun their
service in sailing ships that
still resembled the ships of
Nelson's Navy.

Now, all had been swept
away in a bewildering, leap-
frogging sequence of innova-
tion.

Massive steam engines, hydraul-
ic power, even electricity, had all
made their appearance.

NEW CENTURY, NEW SHIP: The battleship HMS Implacable
(above) was designed and built at the end of the 19th century
and represented the modern face of the Royal Navy at the end of
the Victorian era.

A pre-Dreadnought of the Formidable class, she cost just over
£1 million to build at Devonport, where she was launched in
March 1899, and displaced around 15,000 tons.

Her main weapons were her four 12in guns, supported by 12
6in guns and 18 12-pdrs, although in 1916 she had four 6-in guns
and eight 12pdrs removed.

Implacable, with her complement of 780, spent much of her
early life in the Mediterranean, although she twice suffered seri-
ous technical faults - in 1905 a burst steam pipe killed seven,
and a boiler exploded the following year.

Her war service took her from the Channel to the Dardanelles
and Adriatic, the East Indies and Egypt, and having survived the
war with Germany it was ironic that she was sold in 1921 and
broken up in that country. Picture: Royal Naval Museum. Portsmouth

HYBRID: HMS Ringdove (right), an 805-ton composite
screw gunboat built only ten years before HMS Implacable
demonstrates how fast technology was changing the shape
of Royal Navy warships.

Ringdove, which was built at Devonport, still carries the
masts, spars and rigging familiar to those of Nelson's Navy,
but sprouts a funnel amidships.

Picture: Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth

ANTRIM'S ANVIL: The
blacksmith at work on
board armoured cruiser
HMS Antrim (left).

Antrim, 10,750 tons, was
built in 1903 and spent
1914-16 in the North Sea
and off North Russia, with
the rest of the war off the
US seaboard and the
Caribbean. She was sold
for breaking up in 1922.

Picture: Royal Naval Museum,
Portsmouth

hang
The Navy was overstretched. Heavy
demands on its ships from all corners of the
globe, and manpower shortages, were affect-
ing its operational ability. At the same time, it
was struggling to adapt to a bewildering
sequence of technological changes. Social
change too, was altering the whole structure
of the Service.
Sounds familiar? In fact, this is not a descrip-
tion of today's Navy, but of the Navy of 1900.
Colin White, Deputy Director of the Royal
Naval Museum, and an expert on the
Victorian Navy, explains.

Wooden hulls had been replaced
by iron and then by steel.

Torpedoes, launched from fast
torpedo boats, had been developed
so successfully that a special type of
ship had been designed to deal with
them - the forerunners of modern
destroyers.

The first operational submarines
were about to be introduced.

Even the first sea-going wireless-
es had been developed and, in
1900, were in operational use for
the first time in the waters off
South Africa, where the Boer War
was at its height.

These technological advances
had been matched by social
changes equally as sweeping.

The introduction of Continuous
Service in place of the old 'hire and
fire' system, linked to regular pay,
pensions and formal training in
specialised establishments, had
transformed the social structure of
the Service.

Official uniforms, campaign
medals, ships' libraries, indeed
many of the benefits modern sailors
take for granted, had been intro-
duced in this remarkable period.

So the sailors of 1900, like their
descendants today, had to be
adaptable, prepared to live with
constant change.

So much for the similarities.
There were, of course, important
differences of scale.

In 1900, the Navy was the largest
fleet in the world, designed to be
big enough to take on the navies of
at least two other nations.

Almost 200 ships were in active
service - including 20 battleships,
most of which were less than five
years old. But only 14 of these ships
were stationed in home waters.

All the rest were overseas,
placed at key strategic points to
protect Britain's extensive Empire.

The largest, and most important,
fleet was in the Mediterranean,
with 50 ships, including 11 of the
most modern battleships.

Almost as large was the China
Fleet, with 47 ships, although all of
these were smaller 'cruisers', usual-
ly operating singly or in small
squadrons.

A further 87 ships were scattered
at all corners of the globe.

Indeed, as the new century
dawned, sailors from some of
those ships were fighting ashore
against the Boers in South
Africa, manhandling their guns
across heavy terrain.

And, before 1900 was out,
they would be ashore again, this
time in China.

This worldwide deployment
put an enormous strain on the
Navy's resources - especially
manpower.

For, despite all the new

machinery, the Navy was still very
labour-intensive.

Many tasks were still performed
by muscle-power - for example, the
hated evolution of coaling ship when
heavy, f i l thy sacks of coal had to be
manhandled to the ship's bunkers.

The job was so unpleasant and
unpopular that the tradition was
that everyone on board took part -
officers working alongside the men.

With so many ships in commis-

sion, the Navy needed huge num-
bers of men. In 1900, 112,225 offi-
cers and men were serving in the
Fleet, 18,000 of them Royal Marines.

The total cost of all the technol-
ogy and people was more than £28
million a year - this at a time when
CPOs were paid about £150 a year
and Captains around £500.

This huge expenditure was sup-
ported by popular opinion, assisted
by pressure groups such as The
Navy League.

But, even so, some analysts were
beginning to question the Navy's
cost-effectiveness and were raising
questions about the way in which it
was deployed and used.

A new generation of officers was
arriving in the senior posts, deter-
mined to prepare the Fleet for a
full-scale European war.

And this meant withdrawing
many of the scattered squadrons
and concentrating our naval forces
closer to home.

So, in fact, the wars in South
Africa and China were the last
large-scale 'colonial' wars in which
the Navy was directly involved.

Another major revolution - this
time an organisational one - was
about to begin...

ELBOW GREASE: A group
of sailors set to work with
holystones on the deck of
1892 cruiser HMS Theseus.

Holystones were blocks of
pumice with which the wood-
en decks of warships were
scrubbed - smaller blocks
were known as prayerbooks
and larger lumps were
Bibles, according to Rick
Jolly's Jackspeak.

Picture: Royal Naval Museum,
Portsmouth

CALM BEFORE THE STORM: The Royal Marines
Light Infantry Legation Guard at Peking pictured in 1894
(right). The Guard was tasked with the defence of the
British Legation, which, along with those of other Western
powers, came under attack from the extreme nationalist
sect the Patriotic Harmony Fists (or Boxers) in 1900.

Picture: Royal Marines Museum, Portsmouth

OCEAN CROSSING: Royal
Marines involved in the unof-
ficial Crossing the Line cere-
mony in HMS Terrible in
1899, en route to the Far East
via South Africa (left). The
traditional ceremony begins
when His Oceanic Majesty,
King Neptune, and his court
come on board to initiate
novices into the Brotherhood
of the Sea.

These first-timers are
given a mock shave, and
then thrown to the Bears by
being tipped into a tank of
water. The Bears were often
members of the ship's Royal
Marines detachment.
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CLEAN LIVING: The art of dhobeying, a Hindi word adopted by the Royal Navy for the
chore of washing clothes, as demonstrated in the 1901 battleship HMS Duncan.

The 1900 warship was a filthy machine compared with today's vessels, but the sailors
had to do without the luxury of the dhobey palace or laundrette.

Buckets often sufficed, but care had to be taken to rinse out the clothing properly, or
the wearer ran the risk of dhobey itch.

Coaling was the dirtiest task, and in older warships the hours of grime and sweat which
encrusted the sailors and blackened their clothes could only be dealt with effectively
ashore, with hot water, baths and wash-houses available at Aggie Weston's.

Picture: Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth

Sail into the new Millennium
with the RNBT

STITCHED UP: Another domestic chore, and another audience as a trio of sailors get
busy on their sewing machines in HMS Hindustan, a battleship built in 1903.

Time was set aside in the ship's routine to allow sailors to ensure their uniform and
other equipment was in good shape, a period known as make-and-mend - although the
term has now come to mean an afternoon off.

Pusser's Regulation rig had few admirers on the lower decks at the time, and trips to
foreign ports, particularly Hong Kong, allowed sailors to have uniform suits knocked up
cheaply from material drawn as slops. Smarter and better-fitting, the clothing was quickly
spotted by the clothing crusher - a member of the Regulating Branch or ship's police -
but a small donation to the personal welfare fund would usually ease the problem.

Picture: Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth

The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, Royal Marines
and their dependants at times of need.

Tel: 023 9266 0296
The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust,
Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue,
Portsmouth, PO2 8PE.

THE ROYAL NAVAL
BENEVOLENT TRUST
SUPPORTING TOE 'RNBT FAMILY'

• Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club is
the only London Club providing a Naval and Maritime
environment where all those interested in the sea can
feel at home.

• It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to
become a Member. We welcome all those with an
interest in maritime affairs and the sea in general.

• The Club is open 7 days a week throughout the year for
accommodation and meals, and offers special weekend
break rates of two nights for the price of one.

• Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests.

For more information contact:
Commander John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief Executive,

on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644
email: thenavalclub@btinternet.com

Memories
of the

Korean
War

DO YOU have any memo-
ries, anecdotes and/or
photographs of the Royal
Navy's part in the Korean
War?

Would you like to share
them with readers of
Navy News/7

If so, please write to
Korea Supplement, Navy
News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH,
marking the envelope
'Korea'.

All photographs will be
returned.
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LIGHTING UP: Sailors preparing lamps in HMS Russell, a
1901 battleship sunk by a mine off Malta in 1916.

Use of electricity for lighting aboard warships was well-
established by 1900, although there were still novel uses to
be found - at Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee Review of
1897, the Fleet was "illuminated by means of thousands
upon thousands of incandescent electric lamps" which
outlined each vessel, drawing large crowds to the Solent.

The Royal Navy in the early part of the 20th Century was
forced to embrace huge technological changes in order to
maintain their lead over rival navies, each advance prompt-
ing the others to negate, match or, if possible, supersede
that advance.

And the appearance of the all-big-gun HMS Dreadnought
in 1906, which terrified foreign powers as well as setting an
unavoidable benchmark for future capital ships, drew a line
under the old-style mixed-calibre battleships which held
sway in 1900. Picture: Royal Naval Museum. Portsmouth

JVEW Authentic
Colour Fleet Badges
on Pewter Hipflasks

Also high quality tankards, goblets,
hipflask engraved with ships crest,
badges & logos to your own design.

• CALL FOR FREE CATALOGUE •

GLOSSOPS TROPHIES
86 Broad Street, Sheffield S2 5TG

Tel: 0114 276 5554 Fax: 0114 275 0377

Maritime Books
Specialist Publishers of Books on the Royal Navy & Warship World Magazine

NEW YEAR NEW BARGAINS
If it's a Royal Naval Book or Video you want,

You need our catalogue!
Maritime Books, Liskeard PL14 4EL

Tel 01579 343663 Fax 01579 346747
-or see our catalogue on the web at http://menibers.aol.com.marbooks

THE TRECARN HOTEL
Babbacombe, Torquay

The Naval Reunion Specialist
2 nights DBB £59.50 pp . 3 nights DBB £81.50 pp

(prices include Banquet meal)

We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for:
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY,

HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION.

CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA.

The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can
accommodate up to 250 Guests, The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 300

Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association
regardless of its membership size.

For Information please contact:
BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL: 01803 329292

Fred monitored
world's navies

AT THE turn of the last century the fledgling guide to war-
ships set up by Fred T. Jane was starting to make its mark.

First published in 1898, All the World's Fighting Ships was the
result of years of painstaking research and sketching of vessels,
and featured almost 1,000 ships.

The preface to the early editions was mainly concerned with
technical aspects of the book itself.

But Jane, a British novelist and journalist, soon began to take a
more strategic view of naval matters and commenting on devel-
opments as well as expanding the data included.

Jane observes briefly, in the 1898 edition: "The present time is
chiefly remarkable for the large amount of reconstruction and
alteration ships in all navies are undergoing," and that is reflect-
ed in a passage on the changing face of ships' armour.

As well as acting as a reputable reference book, Jane's has
often proved prescient about naval matters.

In the 1902 edition of the retitled
Jane's Fighting Ships there were mus-
ings on the use of aircraft by the Fleet,
and the 1902 and 1903 editions carried

_ _ _ _ _ articles by Italian Col Cuniberti which
IB! (• •• vv were believed to be influential in the
111 vllf I development by the Royal Navy of the
I •• • • I Dreadnought battleship, built in
^m f\f\f* Portsmouth and launched in 1906.
1 U The 1900 edition of Jane's was the first
B ffl to use photographs, taking the pressure

off the author/illustrator.

Royal

KGFS
THE SEAFARERS'CHARITY

Tony, who survived five days in the Southern

Ocean in his upturned hull during January

1997, says: "I love the ocean but it can be

horrendously dangerous. It takes lives - often.

Every day seafarers and their families face this

deadly peril - and life ashore can be just as tough.

Ill-health, inadequate care in later years,

unemployment, homelessness, family breakdown

and bereavement can all devastate veterans and

those who serve in our Royal and Merchant Navies

and in fishing fleets.

Your donation, however small, can make the

difference to so many. . . a veteran of the World

wars, Falklands or the G u l f . . . a merchant seaman

without a ship or home . . . a widow whose

husband died fishing for our food. §

Please help those who give so

much to ensure our survival.",

If you would like to know more,
please write or phone to
KGFS 8 Hatherley Street,
London SW1P2YY
Tel: (020) 7932 0000

Reg Charity No 226446
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A Navy News Advertising Feature

THE STORY of
P o r t s m o u t h
Grammar School

began in 1732 when Dr
William Smith, the city's
Mayor and physician to
its garrison, wanted to
establish a school for the
city which would allow
pupils to progress to his
old Oxford college,
Christ Church.

The school's appearance
has altered since. Head-
master Dr Tim Hands
explained: "We are emphat-
ically a family school, cater-
ing for both sexes and all
ages from four to 18.

"We have a huge catchment
area and a highly supportive
parental body."

The school has been fully co-
educational since 1991, with
girls in strong leadership posi-
tions. The happiness of each
child is central to the school's
ethos, and the pastoral system
is paramount, beginning with
telephone calls to all new par-
ents and special, informal,
reception evenings.

Tutorial time ensures close
contact with a form tutor, with
extra support provided by an
active house system. A special
'private time' every Thursday
ensures that pupils are free to

Happiness is a
central theme

discuss their concerns, and Dr
Hands operates an open-door
policy for all students every
morning. He also interviews
each fifth former to discuss
what they want to be, and be
like, in ten years' time.

Portsmouth Grammar offers
an impressive range of over 70
extra-curricular activities.
There is a thriving Combined
Cadet Force and many pupils
are involved in the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme.

There are magnificent play-
ing fields at Hilsea, and the
school uses many nearby facil-
ities for sport. A wide range of
activities are on offer, from net-
ball and rugby to judo and
squash. Over 70 pupils have
representative honours.

Drama and music enjoy high
reputations, with productions
being staged by all age groups,
from the pre-preps' Bumbles-
nouts Save the World to the
upper school's current play,
Our Country's Good. All pre-
prep pupils have one term's
free violin tuition and learn to

play the recorder. The senior
school musicians recently
sang in Venice and have
released a CD.

Happy children are usually
successful children, and this is
certainly the case at Ports-
mouth Grammar. Enjoying a
ratio of one teacher to 11 pupils
in the upper school, learning is
an exciting experience.

The school consistently wins
national recognition for its out-
standing results at GCSE and
A-level, and, with a forward-
looking programme of A-levels,
AS-levels, and a carousel of
general studies options -
including photography, driving,
food hygiene and relationships
- the sixth formers are shown
that school is simply a part of
life-long learning.

The Portsmouth Grammar
School family works in partner-
ship with local and internation-
al businesses, schools and a
whole array of museums and
cultural organisations. It has
fast Internet access via the uni-
versities' academic network,

• Turn to next page

A ONE-SH P
FAMILY St DDL

THE PORTSMOUTH
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

\

Founded 1732
CO-EDUCATIONAL INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL
Pre-preparatory School 4-8 Lower School 8-11
Upper School 11-18 Sixth Form 16-18

• Leading co-educational school, blending tradition with innovation
• Caring, secure pastoral support, dedicated to the development of individual potential
• Outstanding academic results based on low class si:es
• Wide range of extra curricula/' activities, including dynamic Music, Drama and Art

and superb sports facilities and standards
• Unique career-orientated General Studies programme

REGISTRATIONS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR SEPTEMBER 2000
4+ Entry - Assessments February 2000; 7+ Entry - Assessments 29 January 2000

8+ and 11+ Entry - Assessments 5 February 2000; 16+ Entry - Interviews March 2000
Scholarships and Bursaries for Lower and Senior Schools

Prospectus and further details:- The Admissions Secretary,
The Portsmouth Grammar School, High Street, Portsmouth, PO1 2LN
Tel: 01705819125 Fax: 01705364256 Website: www.pgs.org.uk

IH ntrance scholarship

14th February 2000

The Duke of Kent School is an I APS co-educational school tor 190 children aged 4-13.

Set in beautiful grounds and offering superb facilities, we provide a caring and happy environment for

each of our pupils, with an emphasis on personal tuition and individual development.

We offer a range of scholarships at age 7/8.

To find out more about us, please contact the Headmaster, Dr Alan Cameron on

Cranleigh (01483) 277313 or visit our website, www: dukeofkent.surrey.sch.uk

Bursaries are available to Service families.

DUKE OF
KENT SCHOOL

Ewhurst, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 7NS

Tel: Cranleigh (01483) 277313 Fax: (01483) 273862

www: dukeofkent.surrey.sch.uk

http://www.dukeofkent.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.pgs.org.uk
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• For their tomorrow... Secretary of the Normandy
Veterans Assocation, Frank Rossier, helps out a much
younger generation conducting a Portsmouth
Grammar School research project centred on the 129
former pupils of the school who were killed in World
War I. Although Frank's was a later war, he was able
to give the research team an idea of what it was like
to be in combat and see comrades fall.

ScaooJ

Providingo
Quality Education

in a
Demanding World

Children aged
6- 13yrs.

Ymr children would love it here at Rose Hill. It's like a real family and
ve all care about each other. The work is challenging, but our results
ire amazing. Rose Hill believes in the pursuit of excellence; and the

staff give the children all the help they need, always encouraging them to
give of their very best. The children also have at least four hours of sport
every week; and there are a host of activities to choose from as well.
We have a wonderful, vibrant, boarding programme; and the day children
sleep over as well all the time. It is much more like being in a country hotel
than boarding at school. The matrons are lovely and the food is delicious.

Come along and see for yourselves. School doesn't have to be all work... it
can be fun as well!

Phone now, 01453 843196, for your Rose Hill, experience.

Alderley, Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire GL12 7QT

Telephone: (01453) 843196 and 521524 Fax: (01453) 842765
Headmaster: R.C.G. Lyne-Pirkis Cert Ed., MBIM

Price

Very high quality
100% cotton navy
t-shirt. Embroidered
White Ensign motif
on left side.

Available in sizes
Medium, Large and
XLarge

£12.99 each U.K.
£13.75 each

Surface Mail Abroad
Price

'Polartec® 200' fleece fabric in
midnight navy. This pullover top
design has been exclusively made
for Navy News, with a half zip and
open tunic style finish with two
side seam open pockets and
drawstring bottom.

Available in sizes. Small, Medium,
Large and XLarge

£59.99 each U.K.
For Surface Mail Abroad - please enquire

All orders to: Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, PO1 3HH
or phone the 'Hotline' on 02392 733558

Cheques payable to 'Navy News' to accompany the orders. For orders outside the U.K. payment
can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on a U.K. bank, or for

payment by Credit Card/Switch U.K. and abroad, please use the coupon on page 4.
Please allow 28 days for delivery.

War project to form
part of city display

ORIGINAL RESEARCH into World War I by Portsmouth
Grammar School pupils is destined to form part of the City
Museum and Record Office's Millennium exhibition on 'Our
Town'.

Through the project, third-year
pupils at the school are remember-
ing the Old Portmuthians who fell
in the Great War, and their work
will develop into a CD ROM data-
base.

Official launch of the project
began at a special assembly at John
Pounds Church on November 9,
during which each pupil placed in
the garden a wooden cross of
remembrance, wi th the names of
the subjects of their research - the
129 former pupils of the school
who were killed in the 1914-18 war.

Each third-year pupi l was
assigned the i r own Old
Portmuthiun, f inding out as much
as possible by using modern
research tools such as the Internet,
as well as more traditional means
such as old copies of newspapers
and the school magazine.

Expert advice and guidance was
on hand from Susan Buxton, a par-
ent and military historian who has
been involved in studying World
War I, including the stories of the
three Old Portmuthians who were
awarded the Victoria Cross.
Among them was submarine
Commanding Officer, Norman
Holbrook, who survived the war.

Head of History, Simon
Lemieux, looks forward to the pro-
ject stimulating thought in three
ways - by honouring the Old Boys
who died in the war, by developing
the skills of pupils in first-hand his-
torical research and independent
learning, and by being a part of the
Mi l l enn ium Exhibition.

The exhibit ion will bring togeth-
er many local primary and sec-
ondary schools at the City Museum
in the summer.

Experts
brought
in for
new kind
of course
SIXTH formers at Ports-
mouth Grammar School are
able to take a new kind of gen-
eral studies course in which
classroom teachers are
replaced by experts in a range
of subjects.

The aim is to prepare pupils for
lite rather than for simply passing
exams.

Andrew Hogg, who is in charge
of the Thursday afternoon course
said: "We've broadened our cur-
r iculum to include subjects like
psychology and medical ethics
which are now available for A or
AS-level. This new scheme seems
like a natural extension."

Pupils are able to experience a
variety of courses on a four-week-
ly rolling programme. Subjects on
offer include such career
favourites as law, journal ism,
accountancy and medicine.

"Medicine is usually something
you can't study before university,"
said Bill Taylor, Head of Science.
"Portsmouth Grammar School
students go on to study it and engi-
neering in such large numbers that
we are offering taster courses in
both.

"Local GPs and consultants
have offered to help, and there is
an emphasis on caring as well as
on the research aspects."

With many sixth formers taking
the wheel as soon as their 17th
birthday arrives, driving instruc-
tion is also a crucial part of the
programme. The course not only
covers basic driving tuition, but
also personal safety and basic car
care.

1 m.1H 1
| 1 1
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and all pupils are encouraged
to use the school's IT facilities,
partly supplied through a part-
nership with IBM.

Dr Smith would not recog-
nise much of the school which
he founded over 250 years
ago, but he would probably
appreciate the healthy nature
of his brainchild, and the way it
equips young people for a
happy, fulfilling future.

• To see Portsmouth
Grammar School in action,
contact the Admissions
Secretary on 01705 360036 or
819125, or visit their website
on: www.pgs.org.uk

Royal Hospital School
Celebrating Britain's seafaring heritage through the education of children

) Excellent all-round education
) High academic standards
) Magnificent 200 acre site on the hanks of the River Stour
3 First class sports facilities
~> A particular tradition in sailing
3 A 'traditional' approach to good manners and behaviour
3 All eleven hoarding houses have been extensively modernised
3 Excellent Design and Technology faculty
) A networked computer system serving all departments
3 Internationally renowned Music School: including Marching Hand,

Chapel Choir, Concert Band and School Orchestra
) Children and grandchildren of seafarers pay a fee based upon

family income

Entrance Examination - Saturday 22"'January

Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, Suffolk IP9 2RX Tel. 01473 326200 Fax. 01473 326213
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WYKEHAM House School,
situated in Fareham,
Hampshire, within easy

reach of the M27, caters for girls
from as young as two years nine
months to 16.

The school aims to provide a
happy yet stimulating educational
environment which allows the girls
to achieve academic success while
enjoying a range ot extra-curricular
opportunities.

Wykeham House achieves an
excellent standard of success at
GCSE each year. While maintaining
the very best of tradition, the school
is a forward-looking community
which produces confident young
women with a high self-esteem and a
real belief in themselves and the
contribution they can make to soci-
ety.

The school is currentjy looking for-
ward to the opening of its new hall
and music room, while already bene-
fiting from improvements completed
over the summer, which include a
conservatory extension to the dining
room and a technology textiles room.

The Headmistress and staff are
always pleased to welcome prospec-
tive parents to the school. They
should telephone the secretary, Mrs
Lyndsay Colbeck, to arrange an
appointment.

Traditional girls school with
forward-looking approach

• Wykeham House School for girls,
conveniently situated, and offering a
stimulating educational environment
for its pupils, pictured here using
the school's new textiles facility.

* GREAT BALLARD
SCHOOL

Co-educational IAPS Day & Boarding 2-13

Saturday morning
lessons years
7 & 8 only.

Specialist small
group teaching.

Flexible boarding
arrangements.

O

For further details, please contact:
Great Ballard School, Eartham

(between Chichester & Arundel)
on 01243 814236

MAYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
SOUTHSEA

The Caring School
Girls 2 - 1 6
Boys 2 - 1 1

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION
Friday 21st January 2000

;:; Small classes # Friendly atmosphere
=t; Individual attention

# Prep Sessions # Holiday activities
# Excellent GCSE results
# Strength in Sport and Creative Arts
# Dyslexia Unit
•;'- Academic Scholarships and Trustee Assisted Places

01705 734847
35 St. Simon's Road, Southsea, Hants PO5 2PE

Wentworth College
College Road, Bournemouth BH5 2DY
Tel: 01202 423266 Fax: 01202 418030

Happy Day & Boarding School for Girls 11-18
Find out more on our website: www.wentworthcollege.org uk

Wellington School
Wellington Somerset TA21 8NT

Independent (HMC) co-educational day and boarding,
10-18 years
Highest quality of pastoral care and outstanding academic
results. Thriving music and drama departments
Realistic fees with Service bursaries, scholarships and
music exhibitions available

for further details, please contact the Bursar
Cdr. R D Coupe QBE RN

01823668800
Email: admin@wellington-school.org.uk

Reg Charity No 310268 to provide quality education for children

GSA DAY SCHOOL
FOR GIRLS AGED 2'/, -16

At Wykeham House we offer
a tradition of single sex education

a happy yet stimulating environment

a broad and balanced curriculum
small class sizes to ensure personal attention

a partnership between home and school

a commitment to extra-curricular activities

modern Information Technology suites

excellent GCSE results

two Nursery Classes

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: THE HEADMISTRESS AT,
East Street, Fareham, Hants.P016 OBW Tel: (11329 - 280178 or Fax: 01329 - 823964
Email :WHS(a Wykehaminsl .demon.co.uk Website:http.//www.wykehaminst.demon.co.uk
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-. PIRIT OF ADVENTURE
AT WELLINGTON

*H*~&

CHILDREN

Service Children's Education
(United Kingdom)

Do you have concerns about
your child's education?

Contact SCE(UK) for advice,
support & information.

HQ Services Children's Education (UK)
Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey

Wiltshire SN9 6BE

Telephone Helpline: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245

• Pupils of Wellington
School, surrounded by
an area of great, and
often rugged,
natural beauty, are
offered a wide range of
adventurous training
pursuits. Meanwhile
(below right) the
school's academic
facilities incjude 12
spacious science
laboratories.

Rose

LOCATED in a small, Somerset
market town in an area of out-
standing scenic beauty,Wellington

School prides itself on the development
of each child's individual qualities, both
socially and academically.

It takes skilful and commit-
ted staff to develop this envi-
ronment, and a strong emphasis
is placed on the relationship
between pupils and teachers.
Boarders have comfortable,
modern facilities, a high level of
pastoral care, a choice of many
activities and a sense of belong-
ing.

Wellington is an academically
selective school and consistently
achieves excellent GCSE and A-
level results.

The superb facilities are a sympa-
thetic blend of the traditional and
modern styles. To complement the

extensive use of computers
throughout the school, an IT suite
was opened 18 months ago, and all
students have access to the Internet
and e-mail.

There are 12 spacious sci-
ence laboratories as well as
a science lecture theatre -
and a sports complex is
planned for the Millennium.

Among the many activities in
which pupils are encouraged to par-
ticipate is the Combined Cadet
Force which attracts large numbers
of pupils into both Naval and Army
sections from Year Ten upwards.

The CCF aims to provide oppor-

•

r " . »
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is one
of the world's
top 500 for prep

<•*•
r.
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tunities for pupils to develop self-
reliance, leadership ability and a
spirit of adventure.

Cadets learn campcraft, naviga-
tion, survival, naval topics, sig-
nalling, engineering and infantry
skills. They go dinghy sailing and
use the climbing wall.

That can lead to more adventur-
ous challenges away from school at
weekends and in the holidays, such
as participation in the Ten Tors and
Nijmegen Marches, offshore sail-
ing, field days, adventurous training
camps in the Lake District and
Snowdonia, summer camps in
Scotland and a wide range of
Ministry of Defence courses.

As the CCF is sponsored by
MOD, these excellent character-
building opportunities are at mini-
mal cost.

Wellington School Corps
of Drums was formed as
long ago as 1913 and has
operated continuously since.
It performs at all major
school events and is much in
demand at local fetes and
carnivals as well as playing a
major role in the town's
Remembrance ceremony.
The band has a repertoire of dis-

plays involving manoeuvres mod-
elled on the Royal Marines and
other Service bands. At present
there are 45 students aged 13-18 in
the Corps of Drums.

The cadet NCOs do much of the
training, and there is keen com-
peition to reach the role of Drum
Major. This is excellent training in
both musicianship and precision
drill, and is a valued part of both
CCF and school life.

• Examples of Wellington School's blend of traditional and modern - the IT suite which
was opened 18 months ago and the Corps of Drums established in 1913.

ROSE Hill, one of the
top 500 prep schools in
the world, offers all its
clients an exceptional
quality of service, both
educationally and pas-
torally.

The school is also a mar-
ket leader in hotel board-
ing, a service the children
and their parents have
been enjoying there for
nearly a decade.

Rose Hill is fully co-edu-
cational and offers true
equality of opportunity to
all its students, in a glori-
ous Cotswolds setting.

The school prides itself
on the essential happiness
of its young people, on the
determined quality of the
academic challenge in the
classrooms, the glory of
its music, and on the keen
competitive spirit shown
by the children on the
games field.

Happiness, academic
rigour and keenness of

spirit are virtues that have
led Rose Hill forward to
sporting victory and exam-
ination success.

Fifty-eight per cent of
sixth formers from Rose
Hill won honours awards
for their public schools
last year, and there was
100 per cent first-choice
success at Common
Entrance for the tenth year
running.

For all those reasons, as
much as for the charming
attentiveness and courtesy
of its students, Rose Hill
has become one of the
most popular and success-
ful prep schools in the
West Country. And with so
many busy, happy board-
ers the school is now the
most successful boarding
prep school in Gloucester-
shire.

Parents of prospective
pupils are welcome to
visit, and should call
Richard Lyne-Pirkis on
01453843196.

Catering for individual needs
WENTWORTH College sees itself as
being unique in East Dorset for its success-
ful mix of day girls and borders.

About 60 per cent of the pupils are day girls,
but flexi-boarding and supervised homework
sessions are popular when work or family com-
mitments keep parents away from home for
short periods.

With its small class sizes and friendly atmos-
phere, Wentworth specialises in offering individ-
ual opportunities to girls with individual needs.
That means whatever a pupil's strengths or
weaknesses, there's always professional help on
hand to encourage her.

All girls aged from 11 to 18 can take part in an
exciting range of clubs and activities from art to
volleyball. Wentworth's outdoor education
department takes full advantage of its seaside

location, with canoeing in Christchurch harbour,
and sailing in the school's boat, Challenger.

Local girls often choose to board in their
senior years to make the most of the live-in
learning facilities, and members of the sixth
form have their own study bedrooms.

Generous scholarships, worth up to
50 per cent of day or boarding fees, are
available each September for girls wish-
ing to join Wentworth and who can
demonstrate particular strengths in art,
music, sport or the performing arts - or
all-round academic ability.

It is not only high-fliers who thrive at
Wentworth. Headmistress Sandra Coe said:
"Every girl is encouraged to have high expecta-
tions - whatever her abilities. We offer small

tutor groups and provide a friendly atmosphere
of encouragement and motivation.

"Our goal is to help each pupil to fulfil her
potential." Each year more than 95 per cent of
Wentworth's leavers go on to higher education.

At least twice a year Wentworth invites poten-
tial pupils from primary and prep schools to an
Adventure Sunday, preceded by an opportunity
to acquire a 'taste for boarding' the night before.
These popular events have proved to be an
excellent way of getting to know one another
and easing the transition to senior school.

Wentworth College is an inter-denomination-
al community and each school day begins with
an assembly.

For further information, contact Mrs Heather
Lynn.

Convert your experience

into qualifications...
Vocational Education Training Programme

The following BTEC Qualifications (NC,ND,HNC,HND,CMS & DMS) are
available under the above programme.

Faculty of Technology
BS EN ISO 9002 REGISTERED

• PLANT ENGINEERING (NC, NO, HNC, HND)
• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING (HNC, HND)
• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING (HNC, HND)
• ELECTRONICS (HNC, HND)
• TELECOMMUNICATIONS (HNC, HND)

Faculty of Business and
Management
• CERTIFICATE IN MANAGEMENT

STUDIES (CMS)
• DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT

STUDIES (DMS)
• PROFESSIONAL AWARD IN

SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT
• INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISORY

MANAGEMENT

The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist individuals
to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior
Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award

Interested?

Then contact Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, Blackburn
College, Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 1LH.
Telephone: 01254 694441/691237/692417/672328 Fax: 01254 679647

Konver Supponrd
Training INVESTOR IN PEOPLE Awarded for Excellence

JCHARTEIMANAGEMENTCHMTt* I N I T I A T I V E

IB BIACKBURN COLL63E
FEILDEN STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 1LH

Blackburn College exists to serve the educational and cultural needs of the local, national and international community
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Curriculum 2000 aims to raise
standards in post-10 education

TRINITY SCHOOL

CQNFIDENC

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-19

Trinity School is thriving:
We have increasing pupil numbers and first rate exam and sports results.

The School is focused on the needs of individuals and helps to build
confidence, thus helping them to realise their full potential.

Courses can be tailored to nurture individual ability

Statement from a recent School leaver;

"The teachers help us become more mature, and to respect others
opinions. They are all so very helpful here".

Over &2 million has been spent over the last 5 years
on a structured development programme including boarding

accommodation with en-suite facilities.
You will be warmly welcomed when you visit the School.

Please contact Lesley Cunningham.

TRINITY SCHOOL
BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 8LY

Tel (01626) 774138 Fax(01626) 771541
e-mail: trinscl23@aol.com www.trinityschool.co.uk

Trinity School is a charitable inst i tute for the education of ch i ldren
Member of ISA - Reg. Charity No 276960 - Accredited by ISC

GRENVILLE COLLEGE
Bideford, Devon, EX39 3JR

Co-educational Boarding and Day School
2'/2 -18 years (boarding from age 8)

* Caring and friendly environment
* Staff ratio 1:9
* Excellent academic record
* GCSE, AS, A-level and GNVQ courses
* Dyslexia Unit - 30 years' experience
* Sixth Form Study Centre
* Superb location for outdoor activities, close to sea and moors
* Extensive grounds * Strong sporting tradition
* Stabling and exercise rides for resident pupils' ponies
* Substantial Service bursaries - where Boarding School

Allowance is payable, we guarantee your contribution is
only 10% of fees

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020
e-mail:info@grenville. devon.sch.uk

website - http://www.grenville.devon.sch.uk
Registered Charity No.306718

MEONCROSS
SCHOOL

Independent Co-Educational Day School
for Boys and Girls from 3*16 years

EXCELLENT GCSE RESULTS
ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 5th 2000
For children born between

01.09.88 ~ 31.08.89
Application forms and full information from

BURNT HOUSE,
BURNT HOUSE LANE,

STUBBINGTON, FAREHAM,
HANTS P014 2EF

Tel: (01329)662182
Fax: (01329) 664680

THERE ARE many
changes in educa-
tion for children of

all ages, and the 16-19
age range is no excep-
tion.

Education Secretary David
Blunkett has set out priorities
for the post-16 sector of raising
standards, widening participa-
tion and meeting the skills chal-
lenge.

This has led to the development
of new specifications for AS, A-lev-
els and a revised GNVQ pro-
gramme, with a new Key Skills
qualification.

The aims of Curriculum
2000, as it has become
known, are to raise stan-
dards, encourage advanced
level students to pursue
broader and more demand-
ing programmes of study
and provide a framework
that offers increased choice
and flexibility.
The new advanced subsidiary

levels will be equivalent to 50 per
cent of a full A-level and will be val-
ued as such.

The new Advanced Extension
papers are designed for very able
students and will be more difficult
than the old A-levels, while the new
GNVQs will include a single award
designed to be equivalent to one

GCE A-level.
Key Skills covers communica-

tion, information technology and
the application of numbers.

It is hoped that the new qualifi-
cations will widen levels of partici-
pation, retention and achievement,
with greater flexibility and breadth.

The proposals are intended to
bridge the academic/vocational
divide, with greater equivalence
between GNVQs and A-levels.
Students will be able to study a
broader curriculum and have much
more choice of courses. The follow-
ing are examples of how post-16
programmes might develop:

Year 12 - four AS levels, Key
Skills, tutorial, sport and careers
guidance.

Year 13 - three A2, A-level gen-
eral studies, Key Skills, tutorial,
sport and careers guidance.

Mixed A-level and GNVQ pro-
gramme:

Two A-levels (English Litera-
ture, Religious Studies).

Six-unit Advanced GNVQ -
travel and tourism.

Three-unit Advanced GNVQ -
business.

Key Skills qualification.
More details on Curriculum

2000 can be gained from SCE(UK),
Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey,
SN9 6BE (tcl. 01980 618247 or Mil.
94344 8244).

ST PETROC'S SCHOOL
Ocean View Road, Bude, Cornwall,

EX238NJ
Tel: (01288) 352876

Headmaster: R.N. Baird, B.A., P.G.C.E.

WHERE CHILDREN COME FIRST
• Small Classes • Reports every three weeks

• Individual attention • Staff who care and encourage
• Affordable and friendly

"The staff and pupils work very hard to create
a successful school"

(Independent Schools Inspectorate)

St Petroc's accepts the full B.S.A. as payment of fees
A registered charity (number 306578) founded to provide education

NEWLANDS
a family of schools

Co-educational day & boarding school
for pupils aged 2'/2 - 18 years

Academic, Cultural & Sporting Excellence
Outstanding art, drama, music & dance

High percentage of forces boarders
(fees in line with BSA)

Accelerated Learning Centre
offers specialist tuition

Travel and escort arrangements include airports, Fareham,
Romsey, Aldershot, Maidstone & Victoria Station

For further details contact Susan Cunliffe Tel. 01323 490000
Fax: 01323 898420 or e-mail: newlandsl@msn.com

www.newlands-school.com
Newlands School, Eastborne Road, Seaford, East Sussex BN25 4NP

Charity No 297606

Meoncross School
FOUNDED in 1953, this Fareham school has a reputation for high
standards within a supportive, caring environment where both indi-
vidual responsibility and corporate duty are stressed.

An independent, co-educational with about 440 pupils, the age
ranges are from 2 years six months to Year 11. A recent OFSTED
report on the kindergarten was positive and encouraging, with par-
ticular praise for the family atmosphere.

Academic success is achieved by the naturally gifted as well as
those who need to work particularly hard. The curriculum at all lev-
els is challenging and stimulating with the aim of maturing and
encouraging pupils of all abilities.

Kelly College
ONE OF THE leading schools in the South West, Kelly College
near Chichester provides a high-quality, well-balanced education,
enjoying an established reputation for good academic results and
for its cultural and sporting achievements.

Each year over 95 per cent of sixth-form leavers are able to pro-
ceed to university or tertiary education, and A-level results last year
were the best ever, with a pass rate of over 98 per cent.

A co-educational secondary school of about 350 pupils aged 11-
18, Kelly College offers all the facilities of a larger school. Weekly
and day boarders are welcome.

Newlands School
NEWLANDS School, Seaford, East Sussex, opened its new devel-
opment at Newlands Manor - the senior school in a family of
schools on the same 21-acre campus - in September.

The schools offer education for children from 2 years six months
to 18. Small classes and a deep commitment to individual develop-
ment ensure that each pupil reaches their full potential.

Examples of high standards of academic success are GCSE
results which saw 73 per cent attaining A-C grades, and all pupils
reaching Level 4 or above in Key Stage 2 science.

Boundary Oak School
A FLOURISHING independent school on the outskirts of
Fareham, Hampshire, Boundary Oak is planning to mark the new
millennium with a new, purpose-built nursery.

This co-educational school offers places for children aged from
three to 13. The new nursery, an attractive, oak-framed building on
the site of the old art block, will cater for about 40 children.

Embley Park School
AN INDEPENDENT, co-educational charity, this school accomo-
dates 250 senior boarders and day pupils and is set in its own 100-
acre estate close to Southampton.

The new nursery and junior school is sited in Romsey, with plans
to move to the senior school site. The 150 children range from two
years nine months to 11.

An IQof 100-pluson intake, small classes and 144 per cent 'value
added' at GCSE, bring exam results beyond expectations.

St Petroc's School
THIS BUDE school has strong links with the Naval base at
Devonport and HMS Raleigh at Torpoint, and has looked after
many children of Naval families in the boarding unit.

Following a curriculum which the school describes as 'National
Curriculum Plus', the majority of children learn French, German
and Latin. Major sporting games are coached and played to a high
standard, and regular activities include gymnastics, pottery, tennis,
stone-painting, modelling, astronomy and radio-building.

SCHOOL

DYSLEXIA
Do you have a dyslexic child?
Please contact us for details of our inspirational and

widely respected school for dyslexic children.

East Court School
Victoria Parade

Ramsgate
Kent CT1 1 8ED

Tel: +44 (0) 1843 592077
Fax: +44(0) 1843 592418

Happy and successful children at an outstanding,
\ effective school. [
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Gifts With a Nautical Flavour -

Ideal for those with
a Love of the Sea ~~S—* —

illennium
J

A Navy Blue Baseball Cap with Green Suede Peak
£9.50 each UK

£9.99 each Surface Mail Abroad

B The Navy in the News / More Navy in the News
£11.45 each UK

£12.45 each Surface Mail Abroad

C HMS Bronington
£5.95 each UK

£6.45 each Surface Mail Abroad

D Chopstick Set
£18.99 each UK (2 pairs)

£19.74 each Surface Mail Abroad

E 8" Painted Captain Statue
Hand Painted £100.00 each UK

Bronze (not illustrated) £72.00 each UK

F Postcard Presentation Pack
£4.50 each UK

£5.00 each Surface Mail Abroad

G Champagne Stopper
£10.69 each UK

£11.44 each Surface Mail Abroad

H Ladies White Ensign Scarf
£12.99 each UK

£13.49 each Surface Mail Abroad

I Mini Quadro & Tots
£32.99 each UK
£35.49 each Surface Mail Abroad

J Blazer Buttons
£25.95 each UK
£26.95 each Surface Mail Overseas

K Club Ties & Leisure Ties
£12.25 each UK
£13.25 each Surface Mail Abroad

L Nautical Anchor Corkscrew
(size 17cm in overall length)
£14.95 each UK
£15.45 each Surface Mail Abroad

M Black Baseball Cap

£4.75 each UK
£5.50 each Surface Mail Overseas

N Glass Paperweight
£26.55 each UK
£28.99 each Surface Mail Abroad

O Bakkus Flask & Cigar Tube
£32.99 each UK
£33.74 each Surface Mail Abroad

For more details of Navy News items or to order
please telephone O1705 733558
or ask for a FREE colour brochure

Note: All Glassware finely engraved with the Royal Navy Crown

For every purchase from the January edition
OVER £10, you will receive a FREE POSTER
Poster may differ from those shown below.

If you do not want a poster, please specify on order, no alternative available.

Calling all Navy News' Subscribers - Did you know - that by quoting your unique subscriber number, you can take

advantage of our 10% discount off any of Navy News'own promotional items advertised throughout the paper.

To order any item on this page write to or telephone:-
The Business Manager (JS01/00), Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH

Telephone: 02392 733558 or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money

Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by credit card/switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4.

© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD
Reproduced with the permission

of the Controller ol HMSO
Please allow 28 days for delivery. NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE .

http://www.navynews.co.uk

