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Navy Board set on closer match of tasks and resources

WITH the future of the whole of the naval
estate and support under consideration fol-
lowing last summer's "Options for Change"
statement, the Navy Board says it is hoped
further announcements will be possible
progressively from this month onwards to
remove much of the uncertainty.

In a Christmas and New Year message through
Navy News (full text in page 13), the Board states:
"For the medium to longer term, outline planning will
be completed on the future size and shape of the
Service, and of its supporting structure of bases, air
stations, training establishments and logistic depots."

The message speaks of ages, but says, "The Board
remains determined to en-
sure that we achieve for the
Service a better balance
between what we have to do
and the resources — people
and equipment — we need
to do it."

The future Navy would be
smaller but more modern,
although some of the changes
were unwelcome.

The Board describes the res-
ponse of the Service to the Gulf
crisis as magnificent, and sends
seasonal greetings to everyone
in the Service, in its support
and to families.
• In the Options for Change
statement the RN/RM strength
envisaged for the mid-1990s is
60.000. about only 3,000 down
on today.

the severe financial pres-
sures of the past year and of
"painful" manpower short-

Merlin's
magic

moment
TOUCHDOWN: A pre-pro-
duction model EH101 Mer-
lin helicopter made the
first deck landing at sea on
a Royal Navy ship when it
landed on the Type 23 fri-
gate HMS Norfolk oper-
ating in the Portland area
in November. pjcture.

PO(Phot) Alan Ferguson

Crew safety pledge as
two more nukes go

Refits of two nuclear Fleet submarines, HMS Warspite and Churchill, have been
stopped following a decision to decommission them.

They are the latest casualties to be con-
firmed since the Ministry of Defence an-
nounced that the submarine flotilla would
be cut from 27 boats to 16 by the mid-
1990s. HMS Conqueror paid off for the last
time in September and the conventional
submarines HMS Odin and Onslaught have
also decommissioned.

Technical faults discovered in the nuclear sub-
marines — which are of the earliest types in Royal
Navy service — have hastened their departure
and all the others are currently under inspection.

An MOD spokesman stressed that the safety of
crews was unaffected.

"Our independent technical and safety advisers
are being ful ly consulted and we would not allow

these vessels lo operate if we thought otherwise,"
he said.

"The Royal Navy continues lo maintain the
nuc lear de te r ren t provided by i t s Po la r i s
submarines."

0 The third Vanguard class Trident submarine
was ordered from Vickcrs Shipbuilding and Engi-
neering Ltd at Barrow-in-Furness. "Trident re-
mains f i rmly on course for introduction into ser-
v i c e in the mid 1990s," said Defence
Procurement Minister Alan Clark as he made the
announcement last month.

Season's greetings
front Navy News
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Above: Members of the POs' Mess with staff and children from
Alder Hey Hospital.

Left: Civic dignitaries watch as the Band of the Royal Marines
Beat the Retreat during a reception on board HMS Liverpool.

Below: Cdr. Hockin and the Mayor of Liverpool, Cilr. Mrs Dor-
othy Gavin, inspect the guard of honour after members of the

ship's company marched through the city.

WHEN HMS Liverpool arrived in the Mersey f<
week-long visit to her home town she was met
with a typically warm Scouse welcome.

After berthing at Canada dock in the early hours of the
morning Sea Cadets from TS Liverpool disembarked after
sailing with the Type 42 destroyer from Rosyth and there then
began a busy programme of events which included a recep-
tion for 130 civic dignitaries.

Later that week members of the ship's company exercised
their Freedom of the City and marched through Liverpool
where the salute was taken by the Mayor, Cllr. Mrs Dorothy

, and the Liverpool's commanding officer, Cdr. William
Hockin.

Teams from HMS Liverpool took part in various sporting
events during her stay and visits were made to Pilkington
Glass and Everton and Liverpool football grounds — Liverpool
FC won many new fans when the club donated tickets for one
of their home matches.

As well as visits from schools in the area Sea Cadets from
TS Liverpool came back on board to help with some late
spring cleaning and altogether some 2,000 people visited the
ship during the two days she was open to the general public.

Members of the ship's company also visited Alder Hey Hos-
pital in the city which has benefited in the past from fundrais-
ing events held by the Liverpool.

Cdr. Hockin presented staff with £350, which was raised by
the POs' mess, and as the hospital was celebrating its 75th
anniversary two specially-made cakes were given to the
children.

At the end of her visit the Liverpool left the Mersey and
sailed close to the Cammel Laird shipyard — currently facing
closure — where she was built.

^^^

Birmingham to the rescue

DURING her six-month deployment as West
Indies Guardship HMS Birmingham visited Puerto
Plata, in the Dominican Republic, and found her-
self ideally placed to help out when the fishing
vessel Captain Arturo, right, which was berthed
just ahead of the Type 42 destroyer, caught fire.

Within minutes of the outbreak hoses were rigged on the
fo'c'sle to play water over the stricken ship and fire-fighting
teams rigged portable pumps and hoses on the jetty to attack
the blaze from the land.

The efforts of the Birmingham helped contain the fire until
the arrival of the local fire brigade and the ship received a
personal thank you from the commander of the port.

Members of the ship's company also gave a helping hand
when they visited the Caribbean island of St Kilts.

They responded to a request from the island's government
to help with community work and were welcomed by staff and
pupils, pictured above, from the Saddlers All Age School,
Saddlers Village, when they turned up to do a spot of
decorating.

HMS Birmingham relinquished her duties as West Indies
Guardship last month and handed over to the Type 21 frigate
HMS Active.

As the Active left Plymouth she was sent on her way with a
message of goodwill from Australian superstar Dame Edna
Everage.

"She is pur specially nominated Ms Active," explained the
Active's First Lieut., Lieut. Cdr. Russell Searie.

"And we're delighted to get a best wishes card saying
"good sailing possums." I'm sure it will bring us plenty of
luck."

During her deployment the Amazon class frigate will assist
the United States Coastguard Service in anti-drugs running
operations and will help celebrate independence days in
Grenada and St Lucia.

Members of the ship's company are also looking forward to
celebrating Christmas in Tampa, Florida.



Upholder's
home run
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HMS Upholder (right), first of the new
generation of diesel-electric submarines,
arrives at her home base at Gosport for the
first time on December 12.

Launched by the Duchess of Kent at Vickers
yard. Barrow-in-Furness in 1986, the Upholder is
the first conventional submarine to be built for the
Royal Navy for over 20 years. She was commis-
sioned in June this year.

Soon to be followed by her sisters Unseen,
Ursula and Unicorn, Upholder takes her name
from the top-scoring British submarine of the

Second World War, commanded by Lieut.-Cdr Da-
vid Wanklyn VC, DSO and two Bars.

In her 16 months operating out of Malta in
1941-42 she sank three U-boats and a destroyer,
damaged a cruiser and another destroyer and sank
or damaged 119,000 tons of enemy supply ships.

The new boat has a nuclear-style configuration
but requires less than half the crew — seven offi-
cers and a ship's company of 42.

Armed with Tigerfish wire-guided torpedoes,
Sub-Harpoon anti-ship missiles and submarine
mines, she is commanded by Lieut.-Cdr. Geoffrey
McCready.

Another
one for
the tot
A party of 75 Wrens

joined the aircraft carrier
HMS Invincible at the end
of last month.

They will form part of the
ship's company, replacing
their male counterparts on
a one-for-one basis.

At present there are two
WRNS personnel on board
— Second Officer Angela
Bate, a Weapons Engineer,
and Second Officer Emily
Fletcher, the Assistant
Education Officer.

Lieutenant Margaret
Weller on detached duty
from the Royal New Zea-
land Navy, spent ten days
on board the Invincible.
This coincided with the
ship's visit to the port of
Bremerhaven just before
German reunification day
and she received the tradi-
tional tot of rum which has
been issued since Sep-
tember 1975 to every Bri-
tish sailor who sets foot on
German soil with "peace-
ful intent."

Lord Eraser put in his place by
Victory

Scylla is
back on

form
After a len month 'garage' re-

fit at Rosyth HMS Scylla re-
dedicated at Portsmouth last
month.

Strong ties with Aberdeen
dating back to the Second
World War were evident as the
city's Lord Provost took the sa-
lute — and were renewed again
when the 20-year-old Leander
Class frigate sailed for her affi-
liated port after the weekend.

There a civic reception was
held for the ship's company
and a cake baked on board was
presented to TS Scylla to mark
their 50th anniversary.

Wild swan song
for Sandpiper

BIRD Class patrol vessel HMS Sandpiper is completing her
final term as navigation training ship at Dartmouth before
paying off with her sister ship HMS Peterel.

Her last deployment, taking in visits to a number of North Euro-
pean ports, started with a farewell call to Weymouth, her affiliated
town.

After three days in the yacht marina at Brighton the Sandpiper
sailed to Antwerp to take part in the festivities to mark the Allied
liberation of the Belgian city in 1944.

Following visits to the Dutch port of Scheveningen and the tiny
German port of List on the island of Sylt, the ship moved 38 miles
north to the Danish port of Esbjerg.

The Sandpiper crossed the North Sea in a 8-9 force gale — a
transit to remember — for a visit to Portsmouth before sailing back
to Dartmouth.

Bruin club
together

THE Birmingham Nautical
Club has given £10,000
towards an appeal by the
National Maritime Museum to
meet the cost of £55,000 paid
for a Victoria Cross won during
the raid on St Nazaire in March
1942.

This contribution brought
the total collected to almost
£33,500 in four months since
the medal was bought by the
museum.

The VC was awarded posthu-
mously to Able Seaman Wil-
liam Savage, from Smethwick,
near Birmingham, who served
as a forward gunner in the de-
stroyer HMS Campbeltown.

THE Duke of Edinburgh
unveiled a memorial bust of
Admiral of the Fleet Lord
Fraser of N o r t h Cape,
placed near HMS Victory in
Por t smou th ' s h i s t o r i c
Dockyard.

Lord Fraser joined the Royal
Navy in 1902 at the age of 14,
served with distinction in both
World Wars, and as Command-
c r - in -Ch ie f Home Fleet
achieved a resounding victory
in 1943 off the North Cape of
Norway.

The German battlecruiscr
Scharnhorst, a major surface
threat to North Atlantic and
Arctic convoys, was brought to
action by warships led by Lord
Fraser in his flagship HMS
Duke of York. In a fierce enga-
gement, the Scharnhorst was
sunk.

Later in the war. Lord Fraser
became Qjmmander-in-Chief
of the British Pacific Fleet, in
which the Duke of Edinburgh
served as First Lieutenant of a
destroyer.

The commission to produce
the bust was undertaken by
sculptor Leslie Punter , of
Worcestershire, who is no
stranger to Portsmouth and the
Naval Base.

Between 1966 and 1970 he
served an electrical apprentice-
ship at what was then HM
Dockyard, and subsequently
studied at Portsmouth College
of Art and Design.

Scilly
decision

WHEN the Devon port-based
frigate HMS Cleopatra went to
the assistance of a disabled
yacht the husband and wife
crew declined her offer to
escort them to St Mary's in the
Scilly Isles.

Within hours the yacht's rud-
der broke again. This time the
St Mary's lifeboat Arun came
out to tow her 50 miles back to
port.

Ninety in
Taranto

flight
PO(Phot) Man Ferguson took this picture

from a Lynx helicopter at the back of a forma-
tion of over 90 aircraft In a flypast at Portland
marking the 50th anniversary of the Battle of
Taranto last month.

Quest of honour at HMS Osprey to mark the
Fleet Air Arm's finest hour was First Sea Lord
Admiral Sir Julian Oswald, who was joined by
veterans of the famous night attack by Sword-j
fish torpedo bombers on the Italian Fleet

A visit by the Duke of Glou-
cester to Fort B o v i s a n d
focussed on the importance of
the fort as part of Plymouth's
"defensive ring" and on its re-
cent development as an inter-
n a t i o n a l l y renowned d iv ing
and underwater centre.

D n n
WHEN the 8th Frigate

Squadron got together for a
sports competition the hon-
ours were fairly equally divid-
ed between HMS Chatham,
winning at rugby and squash,
HMS Cumberland (football)
and HMS Campbeltown
(hockey).

n a D
HMS Bristol hoslcd a visit by

30 members of the 1st Cupern-
ham. Romsey Girl Guides.
New members of the uni l took
the opportunity to make their
"promise" in the unique loca-
tion of the destroyer's charth-
ouse.

n D G
RECENT monitoring of the

Mary Rose site has yielded a
number of heavy objects,
many of which could be parts
of wrought iron guns from
Henry Vll l 's favourite warship,
which sank at Spithead in
1545 and was raised in 1982.

P D D

HMS Superb's Marine Engi-
neering department made a
clean sweep of the prizes when
the Fleet nuclear submarine
took part in a week's adventur-
ous training at Penhale Army
t r a i n i n g Camp in N o r t h
Cornwall.

O D D
NINE of the ten command-

ing officers of the assault ship
HMS Intrepid during her last
commission attended a dinner
on board in Portsmouth Naval
Base.

n n n
THE Soviet Union has been

invited to send a team of dis-
abled ex-service personnel to
the first International Ex-Ser-
vice Wheelcha i r Games at
Stoke Mandevi l le Hospital,
Buckinghamshire, in August
next year.

O D D
BOATS and headquarters of

2nd Fareham Sea Scout
Group refurbished with the
help of HMS Sultan, the Royal
Naval Armament Depot at
Prater and local Community
Services, were rededicated by
the Bishop of Portsmouth, the
Right Rev. Timothy Bavin.

n n n
NINE-YEAR-OLD Robert

Grant, from Burton-on-Trent,
was the Royal Naval Museum's
250.000th visitor in 1990, put-
ting it in the top 20 of British
m u s e u m s w i t h admiss ion
charge.

O D D
AN anchor from the frigate

HMS Ardent, which was sunk
in the Falklands war, will be
displayed in the grounds of
the China Fleet Country Club
when it opens at Saltasn in
May next year.
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Two tasks
to add to

the listIn addition to Naval
Drafting Division's main
task of drafting ratings to
sea and shore billets,
Drafty has two other im-
portant functions to fulfil,
and so instead of the usual
Branch News this month's
Corner is devoted to de-
scribing them: Drafty • Taxing times — Captain Brian Adams, the new Captain Naval Drafting, discusses the demands of

Operation Granby in the Gulf with CWrenWtr Ingrid Gartside and Wtr Jon Caple.

KEEPING A BIT
IN RESERVE —
When Mussolini invaded Ethiopia, Haille Selassie is re-

ported to have mobilised his country this way:
"The country is now mobilised. All men and boys able to carry

a spear will report to Addis Ababa for active duty. Married men
will bring their wives to do the cooking. Women with young
babies, ihe very old and very young need not report for active
service. Men who are not married will bring any woman they can
find. Anyone else found at home after the issuance of this order
will be hanged."

Readers will be encouraged to learn that mobilisation is somewhat
more precise and sophisticated today but the need for personnel in
reserve is jusi as important now as it appeared to be then. In the
Royal Navy we depend on the Royal Fleet Reserve to provide
essential manpower to supplement active service personnel in the
many war tasks that would exist.

Under the Reserve Forces Act 1980. females have no liability for
reserve service, but nearly all male ratings, on completion of their
active service, are enrolled in the Royal Naval Fleet Reserve (not lo
be confused with the Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) which is a volun-
tary organisation.

Those who are released from active service without a pension will,
in general, have a three year liability, sometimes with the option to
re-enrol for a further three year period. Pensioners have a reserve
liabili ty up to the age of 55. with, in the main, the first three years
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spent in an "early recall" category but thereafter as surplus and
unlikely lo be required.

Reservists are required to hold and maintain certain documents
and a defined scale of kit and it is essential that they are in good
health and readily contactable in the unlikely event of mobilisation
being necessary. To this end, data needs to be regularly checked and
updated and non-pensioners, as well as certain pensioner reservists,
are required to report annually to a mobile organisation called the
Reservist Reporting Unit (RRU).

This is a 42 foot, 24 ton articulated lorry/trailer unit which is
programmed to visit 35 different parts of the country during the
year, from as far north as Aberdeen to Helstpn in the south west.
Every reservist arranges to report to it when it is in his local area and
in return receives an Annual Reporting Grant of £100 or £80.

Its home base is at HMS Centurion from where it is run by the
Registrar of Reserves, Lieutenant-Commander Nigel Parry and his
staff of 14 service and civilian personnel.

Current RFR round numbers with a liability for call-out are as
follows:

Non-pensioners 5,000
Pensioners (Early) 3,000
Pensioners (Surplus) 9,500

ONE FOR YOU FROM CENTURION,
CHRISTMAS CARD PROBABLY!

—AND COPING
WITH A CRISIS

On 1 \ September, Drafty became the Head of the Royal
Naval Casualty Co-ordination Centre (RNCCC).

This dormant organisation was formerly the responsibility of
CINCNAVHOME and was located in the Old Naval Academy in
Portmouih Naval Base. It moved to HMS Centurion to be co-
located with the Central Next of Kin Information Centre — CNIC.
This is where all your Casualty Notification Returns (S537s) arc
received and keyed into the computer. The need for the information
to be kepi up to date cannot be over stressed. Responsibility for
achieving this rests with the individual.

In the event of a major ship or shore disaster the RNCCC acti-
vates to co-ordinate the process of informing the families of the
persons involved. Its function equates very similarly to Regional
Police Casualty Bureaux and may, particularly for a shore disaster,
work in concert with the Police. Information about the disaster and
any casualties involved is passed to the Centre as soon as is practic-
able. Here it is verified then passed on to families via the Area
Casualty Action Centres (CACs) at Nelson, Drake and Cochrane or
the Sub CACs at Neptune, Osprey, Heron and Seahawk.

An important facility provided by the Centre is a Telephone
Enquiry Service. Using one telephone number promulgated nation-
ally by the press and media, at local call rates irrespective of where
the call is made, families and friends of those involved can call to get
more information. The Naval Enquiry Centre, as it is known, can
handle up to 20 calls simultaneously. At the early stages of disaster,
there will be little information available but families will be encour-
aged to tell us where they may be contacted, especially if the address
and telephone number is different from that on the Casualty Notifi-
cation Return.

Patience
It is NOT policy to pass distressing news over the telephone.

Where there is serious injury, the person to be notified will be
informed, in person, by a Naval representative. Good news will be
passed by telephone when it is available. It should not be assumed
that "no news is bad news". Information may take some time to be
passed to the RNCCC under certain circumstances. Patience, calm-
ness and understanding will be required on everybody's part,

It will be a great help to us, when the Centre is activated, if the

telephone enquiries made about a potential casualty are made by a
single member of the family concerned who may then pass informa-
tion on to the others. This will reduce the chances of the telephone
exchange becoming blocked and will therefore enable more enqui-
ries to be satisfied more quickly. Enquiries should, when enquiring
about a naval person, be able to quote the official number if known.
This too will help the staff at this end to retrieve information and
satisfy the enquiry more quickly.

MAKE SURE YOUR FAMILY ARE FULLY AWARE OF THIS
FACILITY.

No chance of
tax evasion
"And it came to pass in those days that there went

out a decree from Augustus Caesar, that all the world
should be taxed ... And all the world went to be
taxed, everyone to his own city."

While no such edict has been issued for the Christmas of 1990,
there is no doubt that we have faced in recent months, and will
continue to face, shortages on the drafting scene which will tax
the equanimity of the most restrained and long-suffering among
our clients.

This. I am sorry to say. is inevitable as things stand at present.
As this contribution to Navy News goes to press, I have been in
Drafty's chair for only a month. This brief period has, I am assured
been similar to the weeks and months which have proceeded it. It
has been characterised by robust efforts to meet our drafting
commitments, both ashore and afloat, which have been enlarged
by the essential demands of Operation Granby.

It may help people to be reminded that this should, where
possible, be satisfactorily achieved within the constraints en-
shrined in the drafting rules, and the priorities agreed by the
Ministry of Defence and the Commanders in Chief. My staff are in
constant touch with these authorities to satisfy the needs of the
RN, and a lot of work goes into getting the right people into the
right job.

We are all acutely aware of the difficulties that current short-
ages are inflicting on everyone. They affect you, my staff and me,
and we all hope things will improve before too long. For the time
being however, I take this opportunity to remind all our customers
that an up-to-date Drafting Preference Form is absolutely essen-
tial if we are to take account of every factor, when we attempt to
make balanced judgements on where men and women are to be
drafted.

From me, and on behalf of everyone in Drafting Division, I
extend to you and your families every best wish for Christmas and
the New Year — and I look forward to meeting many of you
personalty during my period of office.

BLOKE CALLED DRAFTY
WANTS YOU fl)R.XMAS>.'
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A variety of improvements were made to assault ship HMS Fearless during her major refit at Devonport, but her role has not changed.
Picture: CPO(Phol) Mike Cunningham.

LIONISING HMS
FEARLESS

ONE of the few remaining steam-powered ships of the Royal Navy, HMS Fearless, a
Falklands veteran, recommissioned on November 9, almost exactly 25 years after
she first came into service.

For the last five-and-a-
half years she has been laid
up in Portsmouth and then
under a major refit at
Devonport that took over
two years to complete.

First of her class, the Fearless
was launched on December 19
1963. The class forms the nu-
cleus of British amphibious ca-
pability and one of her princi-
pal roles, therefore , is to
provide command and control
facilities for both naval and
military commanders during
amphibious operations.

She is able to carry troops,
equipment, vehicles and stores
for assault operations and can
land them using her own land-
ing craft and helicopters. HMS
Fearless can also assist in the
unloading of other ships in the
amphibious force.

In addition to the normal
ship's operation room, she is
equipped with a specialised as-
sault operations room. One of
HMS Fearless' three vehicle
decks is capable of carrying
main battle tanks. There is an
internal dock to house four
Landing Craft Ut i j i t y (LCUs)
w i t h four L a n d i n g Craf t ,
Vehicle and Personnel (LCVPs)
operating from the ship's da-
vits; two porlside and two
starboard.

The LCVPs carry Landrovers
and personnel, while the larger
LCUs are capable of taking the
lanks and other heavy vehicles
directly from the ship's vehicle
decks.

The Fourth Assault Squad-
ron RM, borne permanently as
part of the ship's company,
provides the crews for all land-
ing craft. Its Beach Unit is spe-
cially trained to land and re-
cover vehic les from most
terrains. Royal Marine drivers,
mechanics and signallers en-
sure the Squadron's complete
autonomy.

W h i l e her role has not
changed, the Fearless emerged

from refit with a variety of im-
provements. Her appearance
has been altered by a 12ft re-
duction in the height of the
mast and the addition of new
communication aerials. Her
operations room has a new,
unique Nautis Command Sys-

A gold lion's head fea-
tures on a blue back-
ground on HMS Fearless'
badge. Her motto is Ex-
plicit nomen, "The name
explains itself".

tern, which has proved effective
during post refit trials.

The Fearless still has two or
the RN's last operational GWS-
20 Seacat systems. She also has
two Vulcan Phalanx mount-
ings, capable of firing 3,000
r o u n d s per m i n u t e . Two
BMarcs, a close range gun capa-
ble of firing 600 rounds per
minute, and two General Pur-
pose Machine Guns supple-
ment her fire-power. Four
Seagnat chaff launchers aid
protection.

Much of her machinery is in
the original fit. with two self-
con t a ined , s i n g l e - c y l i n d e r
steam turbines each dr iving
one shaft. An extensive ballast
system is fitted. The stern of
the ship can be lowered as

much as 15ft, flooding the dock
before the stern gate is opened,
allowing the LCUs to depart.

A l t h o u g h no pe rmanen t
Flight is embarked, the Fearless
can operate four Sea King IV
assault helicopters from her
two flight deck spots. Her Av-
cat (aviation fuel) storage capa-
city has been increased consid-
erably to cope with the thirstier
Sea Kings and with the EH10I
(Merlin) when il is brought into
service.

Fearless is also cleared to
operate Lynx, Gazelles and
Chinooks, and has operated
Sea Harriers, as during the
Falklands War.

During that conflict she was
the amphibious headquarters
ship and led the amphibious
force into San Carlos Water.
In i t ia l surrender negotiations
were passed from the ship —
then HQ of Major General
Moore RM — to Gen. Mcnen-
dez, who was later to reside on
board as a prisoner of war.
HMS Fearless lost six of her
ship's company and a memori-
al plaque is displayed on board
in remembrance.

Currently working up to op-
erational readiness after her
long, enforced absence, HMS
Fearless will relieve her sister
ship, HMS Intrepid.

Battle honours: Heligoland
1914 Jutland 1916 Norway
1940 Mediterranean 1941 Mal-
ta Convoys 1941 Atlantic 1941
Falkland Islands 1982.

Friends
and

relations
A NEW and welcome
affiliation for HMS Fear-
less is to the town of
Scarborough. Her other
ties include the
Queen's Royal Irish
Hussars, No. 41 Squad-
ron RAF, TS Fearless
(Worcester), TS Keyes
(Luton), several Scout
and Venture Scout
units, and the Plymouth
branch of the Royal Na-
val Association.

WAR SERVICE
ENDED IN

AIR ATTACK
SEVEN Royal Navy ships have borne the name Fear-
less — or eight if one counts the Fearless II, an 81-ton
drifter hired by the Admiralty during the First World
War.

Working back from to-
day's assault ship, the pre-
vious Fearless was an F
class destroyer of 1,375
tons. Launched in Birken-
head in 1934, she had four
4.7 inch guns and eight 21
inch torpedo tubes.

She was involved in the
Spanish Civil War in 1937.
Teamed with HMS Brazen,
she sank U-49 off Harstad in
1940. The following year,
again with other ships, she
helped sink U-138 west of
Cape Trafalgar, only to suf-
fer torpedo damage a month
later, while screening the
Ark Royal from Italian
aircraft.

The Fearless caught fire,
lost all power and, when
judged too damaged for
towing, was sunk north of
Bone by the Forester on July
23 1941.

Back in 1912 an Active
class Scout Cruiser bearing
the name Fearless was
launched. She carried ten 4
inch guns, four 3-pounder
guns and two 21 inch tor-
pedo tubes.

She served with the Home
Fleet 1913-14, seeing action
off the Dutch coast on
August 18 1914 with the Ger-
man light cruiser Rostock.
Ten days later off Heligo-
land, she was present at the
sinking of the German de-
stroyer V-187.

Two years later she was in

action again at the Battle of
Jutland and subsequently
became attached to the 12th
Submarine Flotilla. Present
at the "Battle of May Island"
in the Firth of Forth in 1918,
she was sold in November
1921.

The fourth HMS Fearless
was a Torpedo Cruiser of
1,580 tons armed with four 5
inch guns and three torpedo
tubes. She was launched in
1886. Originally commis-
sioned at Portsmouth, she
served mainly in the Medi-
terranean but also saw ser-
vice at the Cape of Good
Hope in 1899. Paid off in
1900 and commissioned for
China in 1901, she was final-
ly sold in 1905.

An ex-GPO vessel, the
Flamer, was renamed to be-
come the third Fearless in
1837, when the Admiralty
took over the Packet Ser-
vice. She was a wooden,
paddlewheel survey vessel
and served until 1875.

Earlier still came a 12-gun
Gunbrig which saw action at
Copenhagen in 1807. She
was wrecked near Cadiz in
1812.

The first HMS Fearless
was a purpose-built gun
vessel launched in 1794.
She carried 12 guns and a
complement of 50 men. She,
too, was wrecked, going
down in Cawsands Bay, off
Plymouth Sound, in 1804.

Facts and figures
Builder: Harland and Wolff, Belfast. Launched: Dec. 19 1963. First
Commissioned: Nov. 23 1965. Displacement: 12,100 ions. Length at
waterline: 500 ft. Beam at waterlinc: 78 ft. Draught (loaded): 20 ft. 6
in. Speed and endurance: 20 knots for 5,000 miles. Propulsion: Two
English Electric single cylinder turbines. Armament: Two Vulcan
Phalanx close-in weapon systems: two BMarcs; two Seacat guided
weapon system-20s; four Seagnat chaff launchers; two General Pur-
pose Machine Guns. Complement: Average 40 officers, 520 ratings
and Royal Marines (depending on role). An embarked force of up to
a further 700 officers and men may be accommodated.

POSTCARDS of Ships of the Roy-
al Navy are obtainable at 50p
each (minimum order E1.50) from
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Ports-
mouth PO1 3HH. An order for 12
cards is priced at £5.50. and a
standing order for the supply of
each of 12 cards on publication
can be arranged on receipt of
£10. Prices include postage and
packing, and postcards will be
despatched on receipt of stamps,
postal order or cheque. No post-
cards are stocked of ships which
paid off before 1956.
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Letters

Submarine
threat that
faded fast

I was interested in the let-
ter (October) on the Torri-
celli. My father was the Cdr.
Robson mentioned.

He later became Vice-Ad-
miral Sir Geoffrey Robson, his
last appointment being Com-
mander-in-Chief, South Atlan-
tic and South America. He was
awarded his first DSO for the
Red Sea campaign.

I write to suggest, based on a
number of sources, that some
facts in the letter may not be
correct. Could it be that per-
haps the letter overstates the
case for the Italian endeavours
and understates the very con-

LETTBRS to the Editor
should always be accom-
panied by the correspon-
dent's name and address,
not necessarily tor
publication.

siderable achievements of the
Allied Forces?

After all, within two weeks of
Italy entering the war they had
effectively eliminated her sub-
marine threat in the Red Sea.
— W. Robson. Lieut, (retd).
Midhurst, Sussex.

O D D
MAY I correct a detail con-

cerning the fate of HMS Khar-
toum, mentioned in the letter
"Torricelli's forty minutes of
glory."

The Khartoum was not fatal-
ly set on fire by the Torricelli;
on the contrary she survived
the action and remained on IV-
rim patrol while the rest of the
force returned to Aden.

"Later the same day the air
vessel of one of Khartoum's
after torpedoes exploded and
caused a fire in the after super-
structure. This spread rapidly
and the ship had to be beached
in Perim harbour where her
magazine exploded."

The above is quoted from an

account of the story of the Kan-
dahar written by her Engineer
Officer, Lieut-Cdr. (E) C.R.
Havergal after she was sunk. I
was serving in her as an ERA
from February 1940 to the time
of her sinking on December 20
1941 and confirm the events
quoted.

We were sent to pick up the
Khartoum's ship's company
and I well remember the sight
of her superstructure still above
water.

I read your newspaper with
interest as I carried out the sea
trials of many of the ships built
by Yarrows between 1969 and
1984 and whose names feature
in your reports.

Finally, I would be pleased to
hear from any survivors of the
Kandahar. — C.L. Cheffings.
Eng. Lieut-Cdr (retd). Chip-
chase, Ranelagh Road, Oke-
hampton, Devon, EX20 1JG.

• Thanks to other corre-
spondents who wrote on this
subject.

Fighting over famous names
HMS Dorsetshire Association's memora-

ble weekend included a meal, attended by
100 in the Royal Fleet Club, and the annual
memorial service, held in HMS Drake.

But real disappointment was expressed over the
replies which have been received concerning ap-
peals for another Dorsetshire. This repeated deni-
al, over 50 years, of a replacement of a respected
and honoured name is something that cannot be
accepted or understood.

The emphasis in the appeal is not for those of
us who survived, but in honour of those who paid
the supreme sacrifice. We of the HMS Dorsetshire
Association will never forget. — C. B. Charles.

(Rev), President HMS Dorsetshire Association,
Blaengarw, Mid Glam.

O D D
SINCE 1986 I have been writing each year to

MOD suggesting that in the near future the fam-
ous name of HMS Barham should be perpetuated
in memory of those who perished.

However, each year the MOD reply has been to
the effect of "too many names chasing too few
ships" or "the opportunity has yet to arise."

It is now 49 years since her loss and I cannot
accept either of these excuses. — C.H. Knott,
Whitstable, Kent.

• Above — HMS Barham in her glory days,
on review in the 1930s.

LEADING SEAMAN (R)
ALAN THOMPSON.

RADAR XPERT.
HE ROYAL NAVY relies on the expertise

of highly-trained people like Alan Thompson.
In his early twenties, Alan is already one

of the RN's radar experts.
His job demands total concentration.
Alan says he can't be distracted by worries,

particularly of the financial kind.
Which is why he entrusts his money to

experts at Halifax Building Society.
For instance, Alan uses ourXtra Pay

service to make sure he gets interest from the
day he's paid because his pay is credited directly
to his new Maxim Current Account.

He can also use his Maxim Card to pay bills,
get a statement or simply withdraw money
from over 4000 Cardcash and LINK machines.
Alternatively, he can withdraw money over the
counter at any of our branches.

When he's on deployment, he's glad to
know that his Maxim Account will help
his wife manage the family's finances. And that
she can rely on our expert Halifax service and

advice whilst he's away.
Because he's saving for a home, Alan's

joined the RN's 'Save While You Serve Scheme.'
Alan knows this scheme gives him the full
advantages of a Halifax savings account, and the
guarantee of a mortgage when the time comes.

He knows, too, that the Halifax will be able
to offer the right mortgage to suit his needs when
he's ready to think about buying.

Our Armed Forces Business Unit is ready
and waiting to help Alan anytime he needs
them. The Unit is headed by people who have
served in the Forces themselves, giving them
a special understanding of the problems of
housing and money management experienced by
Service Personnel.

Let us send you brochures about any of the
ways we help Service people with money or
property. Just send us the coupon (tick as many
boxes as you like) and we'll post you the details.

We look forward to putting our financial
expertise at your disposal.

SEND FOR YOUR FREE XPERT BROCHURES.
Please tick the box(es) for the free Halifax brochure(s) you require:

fianking_Seryices

Maxim Current Account D

Card cash Q

Xtra Pay D

Title

Mortgages

Easy Start Mortgages D

Residential Letting &

M a n agem e nt S er vi ces D

Savines& Investment Services

Instant Xtra LI

90 Day Xtra D

Regular Savings Plan D

Forename(s)

Surname

Address

Postcode

Tel (incSTD code) Date of Birth

The following statements are required under the Consumer Credit Act 1974:
Certain loans must be secured by d mortgage of your property. Written quotations can bv obtained on request from your local office or

Halifax Ituilding Society.Trinity Road. Halifax, West Yorkshire. HX1 2RG.
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

Send the coupon, or any questions, to:
The Armed Forces Business Unit,
Hal i fax Building Society, FREEPOST.
Ref DM.Trinity Road, Halifax,
WcstYorkshire.HX12BR.<FREEPOST,
no stamp needed). Or telephone us on
0422 333333, Ext 5518.

I
_,_ I

HALIFAX I
22 333333. Ext 5518. Financial Xpertise for the Forces. •

CA/KA/IL/AA I



Does Victory need
the Nelson
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YOUR feature on the sar-
torial splendour of the uni-
forms to be modelled by the
Victory 's new civi l ian
guides (October) brought
back a fragrant memory of
the time — long, long ago —
when fewer qualifications
were demanded of the serv-
ing sailors and marines who
sought the comparatively
cushy role of "guides" in
this hallowed vessel.

In those days I was briefly
"resting" between ships in RN
Barracks with my oppo Bagsy
Baker, who had perfected a
technique avoiding manual la-
bour which richly deserved in-
clusion in any ambitious mate-
lot's instructional handbook.

This incorrigible character
quickly wangled a post for him-
self as "guide" in the far-famed
flagship. On his first Saturday
in office I went along to size up
his highly imaginative perfor-
mance — and to ascertain what
fringe benefits now enhanced
the appointment.

Emotional
A notice prominently dis-

played at the foot of the gang-
way prohibited the offer of gra-
tuities to the guides — a minor
setback which Bagsy cheerfully
accepted as a challenge to his
ingenuity. After cornering all
the more prosperous pilgrims
and giving them a bloodcur-
dling commentary about the
living conditions in the ship
(including an unblushing hint
that he had personally played a
significant part in the Trafalgar
incident), he ushered his im-
pressed prospects into the
orlop.

This was the dark and de-
pressing deck in the bowels of
the ship where the wounded
were crudely attended, and
where the famous Admiral
died.

At this stage of his emotional
recital Bagsy removed his cap

A shoe
we don't
take a
shine to

ISN'T it about time that a
decent standard of Service
shoe was introduced for
ratings?

The present black leather,
Gibson-pattern shoe, with its
non-replaceable rubber sole
which soon wears away, be-
comes hazardous when walking
on smooth wet surfaces. The
steaming boot with its non-slip
sole is not always practical
footwear in shore establish-
ments.

Laughable
Ratings are then faced with

the decision of contravening
uniform regulations by pur-
chasing harder wearing civilian
footwear — for example Doc
Martens — or frequently re-
placing the Service shoe as the
soles quickly wear down.

It seems laughable that a Ser-
vice that spends so much time
on or near water can't provide
adequate footwear to cope with
the hazards water brings. —
"Spider" Kelly. AB(M). HMS
Neptune.

touch?
and switched off the electric
light, leaving the feeble glim-
mer of the candle-lantern by
which the surgeons had to tack-
le their gruesome task in by-
gone battles.

In the gloom I saw him fum-
bling in his pocket, and then
from his cap came the mean-
ingful clink of coins. With a
shudder I heard the familiar
voice, decently subdued but
clearly audible, exclaim in well-
feigned surprise, "Oh! Thank
you, sir!"

As the party filed out, Bagsy
gathered in the harvest from
this delicate hint, with suitable
murmurs of embarrassment
and not too strenuous protest.

In mitigation of my own
minor complicity in this pre-
war piracy I can only empha-
sise that in those days I was not
a Master-at-Arms, our emolu-
ments were far from princely,
and oppqs always shared and
shared alike. — Bernard Cam-
pion. Manadon, Plymouth.

n a n
WHEN HMS Victory was

manned by serving sailors and
Royal Marines they quite prop-

erly wore their regular uni-
forms. Pretty though the badges
are on the sleeves of their civil-
ian replacements, it is a shame
that they have to be dressed
like fancy park attendants.

The aim of the restoration of
HMS Victory is to make her
appear as she was immediately
before the battle of Trafalgar in
1805. Now that the dress of her
crew is no longer bound by Ser-
vice regulations, it would be
appropriate for them to wear
the rig of sailors in Nelson's
day.

HMS Warrior's guides are
suitably dressed in 1860s uni-
form. USS Constitutipn in Bos-
ton, which, like Victory, is
properly in commission, has
her crew in 1812 uniform.

Incidentally, Constitution,
though half the size of Victory,
receives around one million
visitors a year, more than twice
the number of Victory. - C. P.
Addis. Lieut-Cdr (retd).
London.
• Right — Marines and Dock-
yard riggers in period costume
celebrate the re-rigging of HMS
Victory in 1964.

Letters

Scottish
soccer

shocker
THIS is a tetter to pre-

pare all English foot-
ball-loving sailors on
their way up to Scotiand
for the first time for one
helluva shock to the
system.

Stand by for a famine,
with the odd snippet of
very edited highlights — 35
seconds each way — on
Scottish TV. The only foot-
bail shown up here is
Rangers or Celtic, never
anybody else.

Cast your minds back to
the last FA cup semi finals
— two cracking games
with 13 goals on a Sunday
afternoon. No such luck in
Scotland. On offer was the
Skoda gearbox curling
championships or Nana
Mouskouri live in Berlin.
Real compulsive viewing.

But this week was the
final straw. Manchester
United v Wrexham all over
the country — up here
Baywatch followed by Give
us a Clue in Gaelic. Ima-
gine that!

Then last night Aston Vil-
la v Inter Milan, a match to
stir even the Jocks' inter-
est. No way. We got Ban-
dalero, a 1968 Western.

So to all the lads coming
up here for the first time,
bring a radio and plenty of
Phonecards to contact
your mates for the results
south of the Berwick-upon-
Tweed border. — Stevfe
Coyne. SA. HMS
Caledonia.

Tfie tale that
hangs from
Talent's

I noted with interest
the badge of HMS Tal-
ent (Ships of the Royal
Navy, October).

I think the scales might
have a deeper meaning
than the Greek word talan
ton. Scales belong to Saint
Michael who is supposed
to weigh the souls of men
at the Last Day. This would
fit nicely with the parable
of "the talents in Matthew
25 :14 ("pounds" in Luke!)
when the labourers were
brought to account and
their reckoning meted out.

The white saltire cross is
simply the Roman numeral
for ten — X (ten) talents.

Royal Navy padres were
most erudite and no doubt
one had a hand in the de-
sign of this badge with its
subtle challenge "When
your soul is weighed in
judgment how you used
your talents will be re-
vealed!" Top score, of
course, being "ten!" Luke
comes nearer the jackpot
with his ten pounds.

All very interesting and a
further example of the
superb quality of Royal na-
val heraldry. — P. J. Man-
tle. Wanstead, London.

REGARDING "What's
the meaning of the cross?"
may I submit my theory.

The Cross of St. Andrew,
like the talent weight and
monetary unit, originated
in Greece. It is a white sal-
tire (X-shaped, with equal
arms) on a blue (azure)
field, the same as on the
badge.

St. Andrew is known to
have preached the Gospel
and died in Greece, there
being a traditional belief
that he was martyred by
crucifixion on a cross of
saltire form at Patraea in
Achaia. — G. Rowe. Ex-
ERA. Warrington,
Cheshire.

'Admiral' Blake
- Spitfire hero

WHILE visiting England
I was browsing through the
October edition of Navy
News and noted a short ar-
ticle mentioning Sub-Lieut.
Cork.

I was, I suppose, aggrieved
that the name of the other na-
val Sub-Lieutenant in the pho-
tograph was not mentioned. He
was Sub-Lieut. Blake, who was
shot down and killed on, from
memory, October 29 1940
while providing top cover for
the Spitfires of 19 Squadron
based at Fowlmere, a satellite
airfield of Duxford.

Our so-called "admiral" was
a highly respected and popular
member of " 19" and a credit to
his Service. He showed great
skill and courage and I believe
would have become an ace in
the fighter pilot community
had he not been so unfortunate
as to have been picked off when
flying alone and above his
squadron in a warning role.

From memory, he claimed
four or five victories at the time
of his death and must have
been in line for a decoration.

I shall be appeased only
when you publish a suitable
recognition of 19 Squadron's
"admiral" in your splendid pa-
per. — F. N. Brinsden. Wg.Cdr,
RAF(retd). Gooseberry Hill.
Western Australia.

n n n
I READ with interest the ar-

ticle (October) "They flew with
the Few" and must say I was

pleased to know that Lieut (lat-
er Cdr) Jimmy Gardner, of No.
807 Fairey Fulmar fighter
squadron, is still in the land of
the living.

The squadron was formed at
RNAS Worthy Down in Sep-
tember 1940 under the com-
mand of Lieut-Cdr. Sholto
Douglas. After several months
of hard training we joined
HMS Ark Royal in H force at
Gibraltar in February 1941, re-
lieving No. 800 Skua fighter
squadron in the process.

During the months that fol-
lowed, and until the sinking of
HMS Ark Royal, the squadron
took part in many Malta con-
voys. I, as a 1st class Air Me-

chanic (O), was Jimmy Gard-
ner's A/C armourer, and I well
remember the rolls of 16mm
film from the cine camera that
was synchronized with the A/C
guns. The film when developed
gave some wonderful shots of
Jimmy's various "kills", thus
confirming his victories. — C.
F. Cranmer. Dundee.
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People in the News
Wartime
friends

reunited
WHEN MR John Rose, of
Auckland, New Zealand,
was passed a copy of Navy
News by a former Royal
Navy man he was set on the
trail of a wartime chum.

Among the notices was one
inserted by Mr Jack Taylor, of
Cannock, with whom he had
served in 367 Squad Royal
Marines.

Wrote Jack, "We finally met
up after parting 50 years ago in
May 1940 when we returned
from the Hook of Holland; he
being drafted to the RM Seige
Regiment ... and I to HMS
Resolution in H Force at
Gibraltar."

There was a happy reunion,
too, for Mr Frank Cox and Mr
Bill Sheffield, who served to-
gether in HMS Quality during
the last three years of the
Second World War.

On meeting up 45 years later
they discovered that they were
also both serving in HMS Trin-
idad on Russian Convoy duties
in 1942.

The two live just 20 miles
apart, Frank in Leigh and Bill
in Prescott.

HELOS SHOT
IMPRESSES
THE JUDGES

LA(PHOT) Jon Garth-
waite of 801 Squadron
beat off the best of
NATO's sharpshooters
to win the 1990 Inter-
national Navies Photo
Contest, held at the US
Naval Institute, Annapo-
lis.

His winning shot depicts
the arrival of the new Mk 6
Sea Kings on HMS Ark
Royal, to which 801 Squad-
ron is attached.

Jon's $100 prize was
presented to his wife, Lor-
na, at the Naval Institute.
LWRENWTR(G) Garthwaite
is currently working for the
British Navy Staff in
Washington.

This was Jon's second
successive photographic
first place — he also won
the black and white sec-
tion of the Royal Navy's
own snappers competition,
the Peregrine Trophy, last
year.

RODREFS
HISTORIC
MATCH IN
GERMANY

CDR. ROD Robertson, the Royal Navy's
Olympic boxing referee, was invited to
East Berlin to officiate at the last appear-
ance of an East German boxing team.

Eighteen nations took part in the tournament,
including the USSR and Cuba.

The GDR was formerly one of the world's top
three boxing nations and the team had pre-
pared thoroughly for their final match in their
national vest. But their best-ever tally — seven
gold medals — was achieved in front of a sub-
dued crowd and, because the finals occurred
after Unification, without their national anthem.

Rod was also present at the Unten celebra-
tions at the Reichstag and the Brandenburg
Gate. He saw the street parties in the Unten den
Linden turn to street fighting which surged
around the Alexander Platz, the centre of what
had been East Berlin.

Order was eventually restored by riot police
supported by water cannon, the scene lit by
police helicopters. After such an evening Rod
felt that refereeing GDR v USSR the following
day was comparatively tame.

He has visited East Germany on a number of
occasions over the last twelve years.

Putting the proof
into the pudding

ON A visit to the County of Northumberland, HMS
Chatham, berthed in Newcastle, received a visit from Lady
Jane Percy, the Duke of Northumberland's sister-in-law.

She was accompanied by her
six-year-old son, George, who
was ready, willing and able to
stir the ship's Christmas pud
and get in an early Christmas
wish.

Helping George (above) with
the task was Seaman Gregory
Johnson, the frigate's youngest
rating. POCK Parker poured in
two bottles of Pusser's Rum,
donated by the company, while

the mixing was done in bowl
fitted inside the grog tub on
loan from Sunderland RNA.

A number of visits, a busy
sports programme and a very
successful "Meet the Navy
Day" took place during the
Chatham's time in Newcastle,
and the ship's company had a
memorable run back to the
Swan Hunter berth where the
frigate was built a year ago.
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People in the Mews

King size
caress

STANDING at 19.2 hands
— that's 6' 6" at the shoul-
der — King is half-an-inch
taller than the present hold-
er of the world's tallest
horse title and looking for-
ward to taking his place in
the G u i n n e s s Book of
Records.

To that end he made a visit
to Devonport Dockyard to be
measured up by an indepen-
dent vet and weighed on the
dockyard weighbridge. Only
six-years-old. King is spot on
1,000 kilos, just under a ton.

But he's the gentlest of giants
as LWren Alison Wright dis-
covered — getting it straight
from the horse's mouth.

King's now back at the
National Shire Horse Centre,
Plymouth, where he was born
and bred. A working horse, he
is normally harnessed up singly
as it's not easy to match him up
with a partner.

PUPILS GET TASTEi
OF LIFE IN NAVY

COOKING up a mess of trouble? Not a bit off
it. Three cooks and the broth wasn't spoilt
thanks to the watchful eye of LCK Garry
Haldane.

With him are twins Alan and John Scott and
Brian Donaldson — all from Stromness Aca-
demy in Orkney — getting a taste of life in the

Royal Navy.
The sixteen-year-olds were among a party

of nine enjoying a week's work experience at
HMS Cochrane. The varied programme laid on
for them included a day at sea in HMS Brock-
lesby and training in the galley and admin
sections of the establishment.

Medics point the way
tim, a teenage pillion passen- Capt. John Wright, subsequent-
ger, into an ambulance. ly congratulated Mark on his

Captain of HMS Raleigh, swift action.

WHEN you're at the bottom of the ladder at least there's only one way to go ... and
that's up.

MA Martin Newman of
HMS Fearless has a role
model for every step up the
Jacob's ladder of Good
Conduct badges in the
ship's four Leading Medical
Assistants, who between
them share 38 years of
service.

Pictured (above) from left
are MA Newman, LMA A.
Brett, LMA R. Turner, LMA S.
Goodrum and LMA(D) P.
Standley.

Meanwhile, Simon Goodrum
showed the "Fearless spirit" as
a key man in the rescue of a
shipmate who had fallen over-
board.

Lady Gillian Grose, wife of
Vice Admiral Sir Alan Grose,
Flag Officer Plymouth, present-
ed Simon with a Commenda-
tion from her husband.

• Raleigh-based Leading
Medical Assistant Mark Vigus
sprang into action when he was
first at the scene of a road acci-
dent in which a motorcyclist
had been killed and an 80-year-
old woman critically injured.

Mark also helped a third vie-

Beau of
the ball

WEAPON Engineering Me-
chanic Simon Alexander is
a dab hand with reel of
thread and a bolt of taffeta

Give him the tools and
he'll run up a ballgown
overnight — and the more
complicated the pattern
the better he likes it.

Simon, who has been
making frocks for three
years, does his cutting out
in his spare time at HMS
Dolphin.

His skill as a couturier
has been recognised by
Navy wives and others
with grand events to
attend.

AWARDS AND HONOURS
AS THE Principal Warfare Officer to have achieved the best course results over a 12 month
period, Lieut.-Cdr. Chris Richards has been awarded the Wilkinson Sword of Honour. It was
handed to him by Rear Admiral Peter Abbott, Flag Officer Flotilla Two.

Chris, who joined the Senior
Service in 1977, is now serving
in his fifth ship, HMS Chary-
bdis, as PWO (Above Water
Warfare).

D D n
Sub-Lieut. David Williams

(HMS I l lus t r ious ) has been
awarded the 1990 DEC Sword
as the Special Duties List offi-
cer achieving the best results on
courses a t B r i t a n n i a and
Greenwich Royal Naval Col-
leges.

n n n
CPOWEA ADC(SM) James

Whittle (HMS Revenge port

crew) turned his enthusiasm for
computing into hard cash by
developing — bit by bit (!) — a
programme now in use in the
submarine flotilla.

His skill has won him a Her-
bert Lett Award and he was
presented with £250 in prize-
money by Capt. Mike Gregory,
C a p t a i n Ten th S u b m a r i n e
Squadron, at Faslane.

n D n

Lieut.-Cdr. Chris Richards

Congratulations, too, to Cdr.
Colin English and Cdr. Anth-
ony Moore on their election as
Fellows of the Ins t i tu te of
Marine Engineers.

* PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) *

Expertly ENGRA VED with Name. Rank & Number or a message to a
girlfriend, etc. In presentation box with matching 50in. neck-chain,
historical notes, and a guide to piping.
22ct. Gold-Plated Call £17.95 Silver-Plated Call £14.95
Polished Brass & Capper Call £12.95 Nickel-Plated Call £12.95
Engraving £1.50 per l ine of up to 18 letters and spaces (capitals and numbers count as
2). Maximum 4 lines (2 each side). Add 90p postage, etc. We aim at return-of-post
service. We also manufacture unengravcd Regulation "naval issue" Calls at £8.95 and
standard chains at £3.99. Postage 90p. Special discounts for R. N. Associations. Cadet
Units. Sea-Scout Troops and clubs on application. Credit cards accepted.

Dept. NN, Ferry Works, Ferry Lane
Shepperton-on-Thames, Middlesex
Telephone 0932 244396

JOY'S ROSES
ORDER EARLY FOR XMAS

A GIFT OF LOVE
Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the UK or
Ireland. Include your own special message to show that you have your
loved one in mind — someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you.
12 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £12.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink (large) £17.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £11.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £11.75
BOUQUET Special Mixed £21.50
BOUQUET Pink/Red Carnations/Freesia/Fern £15.50
BOUQUET Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
BOUQUET Iris-blue/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £13.60
BOUQUET Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fern £9.50

MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLIES
Beautiful hand-made "CUDDLIES" of British Safety Standard — Ideal Gifts

Black/White 12" high £13.75
Black/White 14" high £17.85
White or Silver/Beige.27" long £20.65

PENGUIN
PENGUIN
SAMMY SEAL
PINKY MOTHER PIG

AND PIGLETS
TWIN ELLA ELEPHANTS
BERTIE BADGER
KATIE KITTEN
CAIRO CAMEL
LEO THE LION
Prices

Pale Pink 10"/7" long £20.75
Pale Blue 1 1 " long £14.50
Black/While 22" long £20.60
White 10" long £12.00
Two tone 13" long £14.75
Brown/Gold lying 15" long £16.85

order forms available upon request. All prices include P.P. and VAT
V1SA/ACTKSS/AM KXP CARDS ACCKPTED •«

Please make cheque or P.O. payable lo: CiJ
JOY'S ROSES AND TOYS, Flamingo, Bas Capelles, St Sampson

Guernsey, C.I. Telephone: (0481) 46708
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Comms go
on a new

wavelength
NEW technology in the communications field, together with the advent of more
modern ships and communications systems, has meant major changes to the re-
quirements for communications and, in turn, to the training required.

'NM

The introduction of new
ships with specific roles has
resulted in changes in tac-
tics and ship requirements
for communications skills
and led to a re-examination
of the traditional role of the
Communications Group.

Manpower constraints, diffi-
culties in recruiting and lean-
manned ships, together with
the demographic downturn,
have all C9ntributed to the need
for a revision of Communica-
tions Group s t ructure and
t r a i n i n g . I n t r o d u c t i o n of
WRNS personnel to sea and
their integration with the male
branches, together with War-
fare Branch development, will
also impinge on future man-
power planning.

During 1988 a management
services group was directed to
study the employment and
operating methods of ships
communications groups and to
find ways of improving job
satisfaction and efficiency. The
study made a number of rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g
amalgamation of the Radio
Operator (General) and Radio
Operator (Tact ical ) sub
branches.

This proposal has been ac-
cepted by MOD, and SMOPS
Mercury has issued documenta-

tion to the Fleet to implement a
c ros s - t r a in ing a c q u a i n t
package.

A redesigned common new-
entry course of 24 weeks has
been introduced for all Radio
Operators. SMOPS Mercury
has amended the course con-
tent to include all the elements
of present General and Tactical
training. Training performance
standards have been amended
to reflect revised operational
performance standards set by
CINCFLEET.

The new training package is
designed to meet the changed
operational requirement while
taking into account the need to
provide interesting and varied
job opportunities for junior rat-
ings. At the same time the re-
vised training will allow flexi-
b i l i t y in manpower
employment and specifically
the introduction of one in four
watchkeeping at sea.
• LRO(G)(T) courses: LRO
Qualifying Courses for Tactical
and general sub specializations
will continue in their current
form, with the addition of a
suitable module to the LRO(T)
course to fit those taking the
course for the duty of rating in
charge of the main communica-
tions office. A combined LROs
course is under consideration
and is intended to be intro-

QUALITY SHEFFIELD
PEWTERWARE
Engraved Regimental

Badges, Ship's Crests etc.
FREE brochure available

H-27 Priory Road, Sheffield S7 1LW. Tel: (0742) 500338 Ji

Post to UK
CHECK THESE PRICES!

CARNATIONS

ROSES

10
20
10
20
10
20

£5.00
£8.00
£8.00

£12.00
£12.00
£18.00

Order by Phone, Access or Visa.
heques or P.O. to: ELITE FLOWERS. ROSEMEAD. LES VARIOUF?
ST MARTINS. GUERNSEY, C.I. TEL. 0481 - 37372 or 38730 ANS

I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for
or debit my
Credit Card No.

FLOWERS ARE- -NO. OF_

YOUR NAME & ADDRESS.

RECIPIENTS NAME & ADDRESS -

duced in late 1993.
The Leading WREN Radio

Operator course will C9ntinue
in its present form until those
WRNS personnel who have not
volunteered for sea and are eli-
gible for advancement to Lead-
ing Hand have moved through
the system. Those WROls who
have volunteered for sea and
have completed task books and
provisional professional exami-
nation will be drafted to the
LRO(G)(T) course.
• Radio Supervisor (RS)/Com-
munications Yeoman (CY)
courses: RS/CY qua l i fy ing
courses will continue in their
current form for the foreseeable
future, depending on the out-
come of the Warfare Branch
development study.
• Task Books: Task Book 1 is
being revised to reflect the new
training package. The current
WROs Task Books will be re-
tained for female ratings al-
ready on the trained strength
who do not wish to volunteer
for sea. A revised Task Book 2
reflecting requirements for
cross training will be issued as
soon as possible.
• Branch badges: Ratings join-
ing HMS Raleigh as Radio
Operators are to be issued with
the Radio Operator badge; the
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s Tactical
badge will be retained for those
ratings already on the trained
strength and will be phased out
gradually.
• Branch title: Current branch
titles will be retained for those
already on the trained strength.
Ratings trained under the re-
vised training scheme will drop
the sub-specialist title and will
be known as Radio Operator/
Leading Radio Operator. Pro-
posals for a new branch title are
being considered.
• Shore training requirement:
The revised communications
training package to be underta-
ken by new entries does not in-
clude the short COMMCEN
aspects currently taught to the
WROs on joining. A PJT to
meet this shortfall will be
introduced.

I Get Wise

• ROSM training: The pattern
of training for those ratings se-
lected for service in submarines
will differ slightly. Following
selection at the end of week 10
of the 24-week package,
ROSMs will follow a syllabus
designed specifically for service
in submarines with less empha-
sis on Tactical subjects. Total
course length will be 24 weeks.
• PCI communications train-
ing: All PCTs will follow the
standard 24-week communica-
tions training package.

DCI(RN) 285/90

Spring date
at Lourdes

THE 33rd International Mili-
tary Pilgrimage to Lourdes
takes place over the weekend of
May 24-27, 1991.

This pilgrimage attracts
many thousands of Service per-
sonnel and their families from
all over Europe and, while in-
tended primarily for Catholic
personnel, all denominations
are welcome.

DCI(JS) 106/90

Sea King
marriage

INTRODUCTION of Sea King
HAS Mark 6 into the Royal
Navy has highlighted the in-
creasing complexity of the
ASW Sea King's systems and
this, in turn, has affected the
tactics, training and trials
requirements.

In the past these duties have
been conducted by the Sea
King Tactical and Analysis
Centre and the Tactical Train-
ing Officer, RN air station
Culdrose.

To best support this new air-
craft the two agencies have
combined to form the Sea King
Tactical Centre, with an updat-
ed organisation and terms of
reference.

DCI(JS) 116/90

easy
let-out

THE Admiralty Board has
approved changes in the way
that Return of Service and Pre-
mature Termination of Career
Training regulations for offi-
cers are applied. This is to en-
able a better return on the con-
siderable investment made in
naval training.

The old and new rules which
apply in different categories are
fully listed. In some cases there
is no change.

DCI(RN) 238/90

Drafty leads
In disaster

CAPTAIN Naval Drafting has
taken over the task of organis-
ing and running the RN centra-
lised casualty reporting system
(Major Ship Disaster Organisa-
tion) from CINCNAVHOME.
The co-ordination centre at
Centurion will operate in three
cells.

The three Casualty Action
Centres (HMS Drake, HMS
Nelson and HMS Cochrane) re-
main the responsibility of the
respective Area Co-ordinator
NPFS.

See also Drafty's Corner —
page 4.

MQs go by
numbers

THERE is to be a new series of
unit identity numbers, allocat-
ed to each married quarter
estate in the UK, to make iden-
tification of cash expenditure
on MQs more easily available.

This follows consideration of
how producing MQ housing
management accounts could be
made "less onerous".

The most difficult area to
identify has been cash expendi-
ture on items such as utilities

and barrack damages. In-
creased introduction of local
works maintenance budgets
and the "untying" of the Prop-
erty Services Agency means the
cash element of the account
will increase substantially in
the future.

DC I (Gen) 185/90

Badge of
distinction
FOR. ALL WE'LL SEE OF MM
HE SHOULD PUT EM ON HIS
SACKS/DC'

A NEW range of self-
adhesive badges of
rank have been intro-
duced for use in HM
ships and RFAs by per-
sonnel when dressed in
NBC clothing.

These are to ease recog-
nition of individuals so that
command and control can
be more effectively
exercised.

One badge should be
worn on the front of the
jacket, on the flap over the
breast pocket. A second
badge may be worn in the
centre of the back. It has
been found that badges
are more readily visible in
these positions than on the
sleeves.

The badges are intended
to be worn with NBC suit
No. 1 Mark 4, which is
being introduced progres-
sively to replace the Mark
3 suit.

DCI(RN) 276/90

Double
vision

THE Royal Naval Alcohol
Education Team, consist-
ing of two senior rates,
carries out alcohol educa-
tion in ships, establish-
ments and units.

The programme is conduct-
ed at four levels: Introductory
lectures for all new entry offi-
cers and ratings; detailed pre-
sentations to personnel under
training when they have
gained further experience of
Service life and conditions;
presentations at not more
than four-yearly intervals to
maintain a general level of
awareness of the dangers in-
herent in excessive drinking;
and detailed presentations to
those identified as showing
difficulties fn their handling of
alcohol.

There is a continuing re-
quirement for suitable candi-
dates to man the team.

DCI(RN) 283/90



Pregnant pause
in engagement
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^1 'M ~AFRAID~THAT
THE DCI DOES NOT

' (\LLQW FOR YOUR
SYMPATHY PAINS!'

THE policy of compulsorily retiring/discharging women in
the Naval Service on grounds of pregnancy has been
changed. Pregnant women in the regular or volunteer reserve
forces are no longer required to leave the Service but may
take a period of unpaid leave and return to work after the
birth of their children.

Pregnant Serviccwomcn may now choose either to resign and take
their discharge or to take unpaid leave. A woman who chooses to
resign or take her discharge will be eligible as previously, if quali-
fied, for terminal leave and a resettlement grant. After the birth of

Pay-out
'could be
bigger'

FULL details of income and expenditure of the Voluntary
Sports Subscription Scheme for the year ended March 31 are
given, and listed are grants made to sports associations;
sportsmen and sportswomen; ships; Commands and Areas;
towards tour funds; and for capital projects.

The scheme makes a major
contribution to sport in the RN
and the higher the number of
contributors the greater that
contribution will become, says
the announcement. At present
some 55 per cent of those eligi-
ble do not contribute to the
scheme and encouragement is

given for more people to join.
The present subscription is

50p a month for all ranks,
although this is adjusted from
time to time to take account of
inflation and the cost of l iving
index. Adjustments will be
about lOp.

DCI(RN) 248/90

her children she may also apply for re-entry in accordance with
current rules.

The announcement, which says that each case must be treated
individual ly, also says that detailed po|icy on maternity leave has
yet to be finalised, but provides interim information.

(As previously reported, Scrvicewomen expecting a baby are now
eligible for statutory maternity pay.)

DCI(RN) 261/90

AIM of this regular
feature is to give a general
impression of new
Defence Council
instructions affecting
conditions of service. In the
event of action being
taken the full original text
should be studied.

Sailing Into
the sunset
A Submarine Flotilla Sail
Training Association exer-
cise known as Sundowner
91 takes place between next
March and June. The Joint
Service Adventurous Sail
Training Craft HMSTC Sa-
bre, a Nicholson 55 with
berths for 12, will be avail-
able for six, two-week legs.
Destinations include Gi-
braltar, the Canaries and
Palma.

The exercise is open to all
serving members of the
Royal Navy but is aimed
primarily at the Submarine
Flotilla. The announcement
provides fu l l details of
dates, costs and application
procedure.

DCI(RN) 275/90

Courses cater
for carers

A WIDE variety of short C9urses takes place at Amport
House, Andover, Hants, designed to meet various needs.

Included are welfare counselling, leadership and management
courses; special welfare seminars; a church music course; special lay
training courses — and Sunday School teacher courses.

Details arc available through chaplains. Education Centres, ships'
offices or Amport House.

DCI(RN) 284/90

Family credit — do-
you qualify?

AN announcement on Family Credit, which ments differ, and these are also explained,
was introduced in April 1988 and replaced Examples are provided of qualifying income
FamilyJnco^Sup^ ^JZL"!^. ̂ l̂ hKfSPtt,T^Ti!

be made by families in the UK.

IT HAS been agreed to extend
the promotion zone for all SD
lieutenants from the current 7-
11 years' seniority as a lieuten-
ant to 5-11 years' seniority, as
reported recen t ly in Navy
News.

An announcement provides
details of implementation of
the new arrangement.

DCI(RN) 246/90

For Service families overseas the arrange-
make further inquirjes.

DCI(JS) 104/90

Navy News 1991
XMAS BARGAIN PACK

includes one wall calendar, one desk calendar and one desk tidy

ORDER NOW

Why not send us your
Xmas list and we will mail

them for you?
Individual items
Wall calendar £4.00 UK £4.75 Abroad
Desk calendar £3.25 UK £3.50 Abroad
Desk tidy £1.75 UK £2.00 Abroad

OR
Save money by ordering our

SPECIAL XMAS
BARGAIN PACK
One packet containing 1 of

each item shown above

£8.25 UK
£9.50 Abroad

All prices include UK postage
or surface mail abroad

Available from
The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson,

Portsmouth, PO1 3HH

Cheques and postal orders, to accompany orders, are to be
made payable to Navy News. For orders from outside UK,

payment is to be made by International Money Order in £ sterling.
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Sharks gather as
team celebrates
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• Above left and right:
Formation flying from the
Sharks Helicopter Display
Team during 1976.

• Above: The Pussers'
Pair on a fly past over
Portland.

• Below: Former team
leaders celebrate the
Sharks 15th anniversary
year — commanding offi-
cer of RN air station, and
team leader in 1976, Capt.
Terry Taylor, is pictured far
left.

AFTER a busy 12 months, which included demonstrations at the Manchester
Air Show, Biggin Hill Air Fair and the International Air Tattoo at Boscpmbe
Down, the Sharks Helicopter Display Team rounded off the season by invit-
ing 90 former Sharks to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the team's
formation.

Bad weather prevented the present Sharks
from performing before this especially critical
audience but former team leaders joined
Capt. Terry Taylor, commanding officer of RN
air station Culdrose and leader in 1976, and
1990 leader, Lieur.-Cdr. Mark Osman, in a
birthday toast.

The Sharks, all of whom are full-time flying
instructors with 705 Squadron, took off in the
spring of 1975 with a six-aircraft formation
displaying at Portland, Yeovilton, Culdrose
and Lee-on-Solent and by 1987 they were per-
forming at 36 venues nationally and
internationally.

A tragic crash reduced the team to four
aircraft in 1977 and four Gazelle helicopters
have been used ever since.

Many have tried to emulate the Sharks but
few have lasted the distance with the result
that they are now the premier display team in
Europe and only one of four in the west — The
Eagles (Army Air Corps), The Grasshoppers
(Royal Netherlands Airforce) and The Hookers
(US Coastguard).

1990 team leader, Lieut.-Cdr. Mark Osman,
senior pilot of the squadron, is in his second
season with the Sharks as is Lieut. Wayne
Taylor, team manager.

Lieut. Andy Holley is in charge of flight
operations with the remainder of the team
being Lieut. Richard King, Flight Lieut. Mai
Groombridge (RAF exchange officer) and
Lieut. Kev Mathieson.

Meanwhile the Pussers' Pair, also based at
705 Squadron, Culdrose, have been enjoying
their fourth year displaying in the UK and
Europe.

Led by Lieut. Nick Houghton, with Lieut.
Philip Garner as his number two, the pair have
performed their eight minute sequence of
close formation flying at 20 displays including
RAF Finningley, where over 200,000 people
attended, and at the Scheveningen Air Show
in Belgium.

The Pussers' Pair also took part in the Bat-
tle of Britain celebrations at RAF St. Athan, in
Wales, and at the Imperial War Museum,
London.
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THIS CHRISTMAS AND NEW
YEAR MESSAGE from the Navy
Board surveys the current naval
scene.

The responsibilities of the Board
members are outlined below as are
their wide-ranging careers ashore and
afloat.

Aim to remove
uncertainty

THE First Sea Lord is reponsi-
ble for the fighting effective-
ness, efficiency and morale of
the Royal Navy and for ensur-
ing the best organisation,
equipment, manning and usage
of the Service and its Reserve
and civilian support to meet
present and future require-
ments of defence policy.

His top priority is to achieve
a better balance between tasks
and resources (the Navy's
people and equipment).

As a junior officer, Admiral
Oswald specialised in gunnery
and during his seagoing career
served in 10 warships and had
three commands — HM ships
Yarnton, Bacchante and New-
castle.

His appointments have in-
cluded Captain of BRNC
Dartmouth; Assistant Chief of
Defence Staff (Programmes —
which became Policy and Nu-
clear); Flag Officer Third Flo-
tilla and Commander Anti-
Submarine Warfare Striking
Force; and Commander in
Chief Fleet and Allied CINC
Channel and Eastern Atlantic.

He became Chief of Naval
Staff and First Sea Lord in
May 1989.

Admiral Oswald, who is
married with five children and
four grandchildren, is a quali-
fied gliding instructor and very-
keen on the sport. He also likes
stamp collecting and sailing —
but says he hates gardening.

CHRISTMAS and New Year are times when everyone would like to be at home with families and loved ones.
This year, with many extra people deployed on Gulf duties, in addition to our normal business maintaining
the deterrent, in the South Atlantic, and on numerous other continuous tasks, many more of you will in fact
be separated.

Whether on duty or on leave, all Naval men
and women and their supporting civilian staffs
can look back wi th great satisfaction on the
highly dedicated and professional way that
you have carried out your duties in 1990.

This has been a historic year, seeing the
reunification of Germany, the break-up of the
Warsaw Pact, a marked reduction in super-
power tensions, and much progress in arms
control talks. These events w i l l have a lasting
effect on the size and shape of our forces, as
promulgated ini t ia l ly in the Options for
Change announcement.

The future Navy wi l l be smaller but more
modern. Some of the changes are unwelcome,
and the follow-up studies are causing some
rumour and uncertainty. The Navy Board
however remains determined to ensure that we
achieve for the Service a better balance
between what we have to do and the resources
— people and equipment — we need to do it.

Achieving this balance wi l l not be easy. The
root cause is simply a shortage of money. The
Government is reducing the defence budget in
real terms to reflect the reduction in the threat
to NATO, and in addition inflation has bitten
into the cash limit this year. We are vigorous-
ly adjusting our tasks, equipment programmes
and real estate, but all this cannot be done
overnight.

Granby tribute
At the same time we have had to cope wi th

the severe financial pressures that have affect-
ed so many areas of activity this year, even in
basic matters such as gash-removal, ship
cleaning and transport.

It has also led to some disappointments
where we had hoped by now to have achieved
greater improvements in pay, allowances and
living conditions. Nor have we been able so
far to put right our painful manpower short-
ages, wh ich have been further worsened by
new tasks such as guarding and Operation
Granby.

The red and amber lights of the financial
cut-backs have indeed been in sharp and
sometimes confusing contrast to the green
light at the same time for the Gulf reinforce-
ment. However, the response of the Service to
the crisis has been magnificent.

We can all take pride in the smooth, swift
and unflustered way that the complex multi-
national Granby operation has been mounted,
with much extra work involved. It has also
been a timely reminder to the nation that we
still live in an unstable world, that the Navy
has been on Armilla Patrol for ten years, and
that we are in a high state of readiness for
such tasks.

Looking ahead to 1991, the difficult finan-
cial situation wi l l continue, although it is ex-
pected that the New Management Strategy
financial procedures to be introduced on April
1 1991 wi l l improve the way that the problems
are handled.

High priority
At the time of writing it is not possible to

foretell how or when the Gulf crisis will end,
but the country has confidence that its Naval
Forces wi l l do well whatever is demanded of
them.

For the medium to longer term, outline
planning wi l l be completed on the future si/e
and shape of the Service, and of its supporting
structure of bases, air stations, training estab-
lishments and logistic depots. We hope that it
w i l l be possible to make further announce-
ments on this progressively from this month
onwards, removing much of the uncertainty.

The Navy Board w i l l continue in 1991 to
give very high priority to personnel measures,
to work for improvements in the quality of the
conditions in wh ich particularly those at the
sharp end operate and live, to reduce under-
manning and overstretch, and to achieve a
better balance between the tasks we have and
the resources we are allocated.

On pay, the AFPRB continues to receive
advice from the Navy Board and indeed from
the other two Services. Realistically, we must
understand that wider economic factors are at
work and that these are beyond Navy Board
control, but we are confident that the Body's
annual recommendations w i l l be made wi th
our best interests in mind.

The Navy Board joins in wishing all those
in the Service and in its support, wherever you
may be in the world, and your families, and all
other readers of Navy News, a Happy Christ-
mas and, let us hope, a peaceful and pros-
perous New Year.

THE Second Sea Lord is responsible for all
aspects of naval personnel policy "from cradle to
grave" and that includes appointing and draft-
ing. A constant aim is improving the quality of
naval life.

The present Second Sea Lord, Admiral Sir
Brian Brown, is a Supply officer who spent his
early years in the Service flying as a pilot in
front-line fighter. Commando and ASW squad-
rons.

He spent two years with the Royal Marines
and has a green beret.

He also has general service sea experience in a
variety of ships and has served in ships and shore
organisations supporting submarines and a
range of administrative jobs in the Fleet Air
Arm.

Admiral Brown has been heavily involved in
manpower management over the past seven years
in successive jobs as Director General Naval
Personal Services and Director General Naval
Manpower and Training before becoming
Second Sea Lord.

He is now in his seventh MOD job and has
been involved in many defence reviews.

Keen on all sports, he remains an active
cricketer.

NAVY BOARD MEMBERS AND THEIR ROLES

CHIEF of Fleet Support is Vice-Admiral Sir
Jock Slater, whose responsibilities include the
refitting, repair and maintenance of ships and
submarines; operation of the RFA and RMAS;
the Hydrographic Department; maintenance and
repair ofRN aircraft and helicopters of all three
Services; together with provision of all stores,
fuel, clothing, ammunition and transport to the
Navy.

CFS also has certain tri-Service support re-
sponsibilities for Operation Granby, and is at
present engaged on the wide-ranging and radical
review aimed at the restructuring of the support
of the Royal Navy into the 21st century.

Vice-Admiral Slater, a navigation specialist
and former Equerry to the Queen, has com-
manded HM ships Soberton, Jupiter, Kent and
Illustrious and later appointments included
Captain of SMOPS, Assistant Chief of the De-
fence Staff (Policy and Nuclear), and Flag Offi-
cer Scotland and Northern Ireland.

He is to be promoted Admiral in the New Year
when he becomes CINCFLEET.

Vice-Admiral Slater, who is married with two
sons, is a former member of the National Youth
Orchestra of Great Britain and enjoys a number
of outdoor sports.

CONTROLLER of the Navy, currently Vice-
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton, is the Navy Board
member responsible for buying all the Navy's
equipment — the bill this year will be £2'/2
billion.

His top priority is to ensure that the Navy
buys ships and equipment which are reliable and
best value for money.

An engineer, he has been involved in naval
command system development for many years,
with a deep knowledge of electronic and compu-
ter systems in both hardware and software
terms.

His ships have included HMS Cavalier, Vic-
torious, Eagle and Bristol.

Vice-Admiral Eaton has served with Defence
Communication Network Headquarters, and
other appointments have included Assistant Di-
rector Surface Ship Command Systems at
ASWE; Director General Underwater Weapons
(Naval), responsible for procurement of all sonar
and underwater weapon equipment; and Flag
Officer Portsmouth and Naval Base Command-
er Portsmouth.

He is married with three children, and his
interests include the theatre, the country-side,
opera and classical music.

-

TASK of the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff, at
present Rear-Admiral Hugo White, is operations
and fleet fighting effectiveness, including influ-
encing defence policy and size and shape of the.
future Fleet.

Current twin top priorities is conduct of the
Gulf crisis and reshaping of the future Fleet in a
reducing defence budget.

A submariner, Rear-Admiral White com-
manded HMS Oracle and has also commanded
three surface ships, HMS Salisbury, Avenger
and Bristol.

He has also held MOD appointments as a
Captain and Commodore.

He was promoted rear-admiral on taking up
the appointment of Flag Officer Third Flotilla,
and returned to MOD to become Assistant Chief
of Naval Staff in December 1989.

Next April be becomes Flag Officer Scotland
and Northern Ireland in the rank of vice-
admiral.

Rear-Admiral White, who is married with two
sons, has hobbies of sailing, travelling and
gardening.

AS HEAD of MOD'S Office of Management
and Budget, Mr. Moray Stewart (Second Per-
manent Under Secretary' of State) has as his
primary responsibility the exercise of central
control over the Ministry's corporate financial
planning, the commitment of resources, and the
financial and management systems which the
MOD follows through its work.

Because of the close relationship needed with
colleagues in the Defence and single Service
Staffs, the Second Permanent Under Secretary
is a member of the Defence Council and of each
Service Board and Executive Committee.

Current top priorities include implementing
changes announced in the Options for Change
statement. Another is to ensure that the New
Management Strategy for Defence is brought
into operation as planned on April I next year.

Mr. Stewart was Assistant Under Secretary oj
State dealing with defence policy and operations
during the Falklands operation and the deploy-
ment of cruise missiles in Britain. He has also
been Deputy Under Secretary of State with res-
ponsibility successively for Personnel and Logis-
tics and Defence Procurement.

He is married with three sons and his interests
include music and walking.

Pictures: PO(Phot) Stuart Antrobus, DPR(N)
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Helping Hands

Road to
Morocco

THE medica l o f f ice r in
command of the RN hospi-
tal in Plymouth, Surgeon-
Capt. David Swain, and
CPOMA Les Yeoman pre-
sented a cheque for £610 to
the Dame Hannah Rogers
School for Handicapped
C h i l d r e n , i n I v y b r i d g e ,
Devon.

The money was raised by
a team based at the hospital
who cl imbed the highest
mountain in North Africa
earlier this year.

CPOMA Yeoman organ-
ised and led the expedition
t o M o u n t T o u b k a l
(13 ,651f t ) after which they
spent 12 days trekking in
the High Atlas Mountains,
s o u t h o f M a r r a k e c h . in
Morocco.

Other members of the
t eam i n c l u d e d C M E M
Anthony Hooper, POMEM
Perry Mason and LWREN
Debbie Stone.

Marl borough's
marathon run

I TEAM of 12 runners from HMS Marlborough, the Type 23 frigate
currently nearing the end of her build in Swan Hunter Shipbuild-
ers, on Tyneside, completed a 296-mile sponsored run from the
yard in Wallsend to the ship's adopted town of Marlborough, in
Wiltshire.

Running in relays the marathon journey was completed in 37
hours, spread over four and a half days.

Sponsorship and collections en route raised over £3,000 which,
when added to donations of £600 each from Swan Hunter ship-
builders and the Cleveland-based MTM Group (Marlborough
Technical Management) means that well over £4,000 will be don-
ated to the BBC Children in Need Appeal and Marlborough
Respite Club.

ue null"
rough's

for Gulf kids
RESTAURATEUR Rod Taylor provided a helping
hand for local naval families when he invited them
to his pizzeria in Southsea, Portsmouth.

The wives, whose husbands are all serving in the Gulf, were
invited to bring along their children and enjoy a slap-up meal
of pizza and pasta and all agreed the special treat had taken
their minds off events in the Middle East — if only for a short
time.

"Something like this builds your spirits up a little," said Julie
Coverley (25).

"Even though its not gaing to make things better you know
someone cares."

And mother-of-three, Mickey Redmond, of Drayton, added:
"This meal is the one and only thing that's happened for us.
It's really fantastic."

Pictured enjoying a "bite" of lunch with the pizzeria staff
are, from left, Daniel Smallbone (nine), Lawrence Redmond
(seven) and his brother Oliver (10).

Trafalgar's in
peak condition
THEY may have been 20,000 leagues under the sea but
LSTD Jim Kiltie, of HM submarine Trafalgar, managed
Mt. Everest in aid of charity.

The two intrepid "mountain-
eers"climbed the engine room
ladders in temperatures more
akin to the tropics than the
Himalayas and after the estab-
l i shment of numerous base
camps the "summit" was final-
ly reached.

M e a n w h i l e LS(TS) P h i l

Spriggs shaved his head as part
of the same charity appeal and
had some explaining to do to
his wife when he re turned
homed still sporting the razor
cuts from his ordeal.

Over £500 was raised from
both events and a cheque was
later presented to the Special

LMEM Russ Turner and
to scale the equivalent of

Care Baby Uni t at Freedom
Fields Hospital. Plymouth.

The presentation of a cheque
for £150 was made by Lieut.-
Cdr. Terance Daniel, the Regu-
lat ing Staff Officer at HMS Sul-
tan, to Chief Inspector Terry
Rawlings, of Gosport police.

D n n u n n
Money raised dur ing the po-

pular Summer Charity Show at
HMS Sultan has been donated
to the Hampshire Police Bene-
volent Fund.

HILLIERS COUTURE Ltd.
27 CORK STREET, LONDON W1X 1MB

Telephone: 071-437 1421/2

Appointed Dressmakers to
OFFICERS QARNNS

CHIEF NURSING OFFICERS QARNNS
QUEEN ALEXANDRA'S ROYAL ARMY NURSING CORPS

THE WOMEN'S ROYAL ARMY CORPS
AND ALL LADIES SERVICES

'AT YOUR SERVICE'
MESS DRESS TUNIC & SKIRTS

OVERSEAS BEIGE LINEN DRESS
PRIVATE COUTURE/SPORTING JACKETS/SKIRTS

SLACKS/PLUS 2VCULLOTTES
Based in the Heart of London in easy reach of all Main Line

Stations, why not combine good tailoring with a shopping trip or a
visit to the theatre.

Our expert staff do their own measuring, cutting and filling and
therefore remain based on the premises and do not travel. Less

fittings, less alterations, less expense.

<JHU, Formerly NCJ Marketing te/ Q326 31932 7

NAVY PICTURE CLOCKS

SIZE 349 x 248mm.

PICTURE ONLY £14 95
j 600 x 270mm.Price £32.50

A tinted metal picture framed and mounted on
Draton Velvet, together with a "Compass and
Sextant" clock face with ornamental hands. The
Quartz clock movement is powered by a 1.5 volt
battery (not supplied) and is fully guaranteed for
one year.

Prices include VAT, Post & Packaging, allow 28 days delivery.
Wanted: Agents on board ship, commission paid on NETT SALES

Extensive range of ships available.

QUAD Products
Belmont House
Marlborough Court
Falmouth
Cornwall
TR11 2QU

Four members of the ship's
company of HMS Soberlon
raised almost £1,000 for the
Dove House Hospice, in Hull ,
by cycling from Rosyth to Hull
over a three-day period.

The team from the fishery
protection vessel set off from
Rosy th and a r r i v e d a t the
hospice after overnight stops in
Newcastle and Hull.

Dona t ions and help w i t h
accommoda t ion and t ravel
were given by several firms and
the rest of the money was
raised by the ship's company.

D D n
To help the Fareham and

Gosport branch of SSAFA in
their fund-raising efforts the
WOs' and CPOs' mess at HMS
Daedalus donated the proceeds
of an Italian Night.

Capl. A. Wale, chairman of
the SSAFA appeals committee,
received the cheque for £360
from WO Dems Day. president
of the WOs' and CPOs' mess.

Shelly gets
her wheels
WHEN members of the ship's company
of HMS Chatham heard that thieves had
stolen money raised to help cerebral
palsy sufferer Shelly Bark buy a motor-
ised wheelchair they quickly came to
her rescue.

3HZ mess and the Junior Rates
struck upon the idea of a sponsored life
raft endurance test and while the ship
was alongside in Gibraltar the adventur-
ous ratings spent 100 hours living on
rations held in the raft.

Details of the event were broadcast
on local radio and when children from
St. Christopher Primary School, Gibral-
tar heard of the fund-raising efforts
they also donated £300, bringing the
final total to £1,348.70.

Above: Members of the ship's com-
pany with Shelly Bark. Left: LS Cribb
accepts a cheque for £300 from the
headmaster and children of St. Christo-
pher School.
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Helping Hands

DRAKE'S
RULE OF
THUMB
WHILE on a 2,500-mile
charity coastal walk Bob
Steel thumbed a lift from
the Navy to keep his feet
dry.

When Mr. Steele was
walking along the South
Devon coast potential offi-
cer candidates from Devon-
port helped him out by es-
cor t ing him from
Mothecombe to Salcombe,
which involved crossing the
rivers Erme and Avon by
Gemini.

A £100 cheque presented
by HMS Drake also went
towards the £120,000 raised
by Mr. Steel for the
National Trust's Enterprise
Neptune, a project designed
to enhance public awareness
of and access to the
coastline.

Glasgow
sacked!
"I BELONG to Glasgow ..." that's what 42 of the 285
members of the ship's company of HMS Glasgow were able to
say when she arrived "home" for a six-day visit.

On her arrival the type 42 destroyer was met by a team from
the ship who had taken part in a charity coal hump.

LS Dickie Harston, LS Jim Seaton, LPTI Glen Young, LS
Chats Harris, LS Charlie Brosnan, LMEM Colin McKee, WEM
Arti Shaw and Sub.-Lieut. Kevin Stockton carried 1 cwt of coal
from Rosyth to Glasgow over a four day period and raised
£1,500 for Ward 7A, the ship's affiliated ward of the Royal
Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow.

Sub.-Lieut. Stockton and LPTI Young also took part in the
Great North Run raising £400 for the Louise O'Shaughnessy
Appeal.

Five-year-old Louise, from Dunfermline, is currently under-
going treatment for leukaemia in Edinburgh and the money will
go towards the £3,000 needed to continue with her treatment
and send her on a holiday to Disneyworld.

During the ship's visit Flag Officer Scotland and Northern
Ireland Vice-Admiral Sir Michael Livesay presented a cheque
for £2,500, on behalf of the Glasgow, to the Erskine Hospital
Appeal.

Argus supports RNLI
AS part of the celebrations marking the 25th anniversary of the
formation of the Royal Naval Supply and Transport Service,
(RNSTS) all 40 of its establishments throughout the UK and abroad
are organising fundraistng events with proceeds going to local
charities.

Already a cheque for £4,805 has been presented to Peter Holness,
of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution by John Baugh, Head of
the RNSTS, at their headquarters in Ensleigh, in Bath.

Money for the RNLI was raised by a grand prize draw held on
board RFA Argus, with prizes ranging from holidays to cuddly toys.

On song
OPERA singer Paula Bott was
one of the star attractions at a
concert held by the Band of
the Royal Marines CINC-
FLEET at St. Martin-in-the-
Fields, Trafalgar Square.

The evening raised over
E2,000 for the King George's
Fund for Sailors.

12 MONTH GUARANTEE SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has been
cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished to a
beautiful finish. All products come witn 5mm thick bevelled glass. Our

plinths are hand chosen from the finest mahogany.

Mounted on a mahogany plinth £79
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £72
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £55
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57

BUILT IN UK

6 Dial Porthole clock £69
6" Dial Porthole barometer £71
5" Dial Porthole clock £62
5" Dial Porthole barometer £64
3V, Dial Porthole clock £49
3v, Dial Porthole barometer £51
3V,. Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £109
5" Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £134

Add £2 50 postage and packing. Make cheques or postal orders payable
to Royal Mariner, Dept NN, Wibec House, 19-21 Copse Road,

Fleetwood, Lancashire, FY7 6RP. PROMPT DELIVERIES EX-STOCK

E3 Telephone 03917 73177 Fax 03917 73037 TE

discounts
• for all
Navy

only from Natocars
In the past some Navy Personnel may have missed out on the really big
discounts on cars - simply because they were unaware of their full
entitlements.

Now Natocars have produced a booklet called The World Wide
Information Pack which explains those entitlements and shows how,
from Natocars, you can make savings of up to 36

Special discounts are permanently available or
all tax paid and tax free cars,plus we have an ou
standing selection of quality used cars - all with
a 12 month guarantee.

So whether you are ship based or shore based
overseas or in the I K . contact us today to find
out just how much you can save.

We'll mail you your free copy of the World
Wide Information Pack, plus our latest Guide
to Car Buying.

Thousands of customers all over the world
are enjoying cars bought from Natocars.So
no matter where you are based, ring or
write today.

NATOCARS
OFBRIDGWATER

Please send the Natocars' guide to car buying. Plus discount price list.
r.*:•?;: I rr:/::::;::«3 ESigi WVMVml \...:.::.::.^1 iv:::.::.. :.n

RANK SURNAME INITIALS

PRESENT ADDRESS

TEL:

WORK EXTN
TEL:

HOME

DELIVERY DATE (REQUIRED)

CAR FOR USE IN (COUNTRY)

I am interested in (please write model names)

Mercedes-Benz

Austin

Rover

Vauxhall

Land/Range Rover

I Nato I I Nato
I Save I—I Loan

I would like to consider (please tick boxes)

D Tax I I Tax I I Used I I Pan
Free I I Paid I I Caf I I Exchange I I Sa'

NATOCARS LTD. WU.DS ROAD. B S I D G W A T E B SOMERSET TA6 4DG. TEL: 8RIOGWATER |OZ7B| 455555

Call now for immediate action 0278 455555
NNI/ENT/48
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NEWL
HARRIERS
ALL AT SEA
TWO of the new Sea Harrier
FRS2 fighters, from the A and AE
Establishment at Boscombe
Down, have successfully carried
out sea-trials on the flight-deck
of HMS Ark Royal, operating in
the South West Approaches.

The Sea Harrier FRS2 is recognisable
by its new "nose job" and slight increase
in length over the current Mark One
version.

The distinctive rounded nose houses
the new Blue Vixen radar which, together
with the newly-fitted AMRAAM air-to-air
missiles, gives the aircraft much greater

potency, enabling the pilot to take on
multiple targets beyond the visual range
of the hostile aircraft.

Like its predecessors, the FRS2 retains
the ability to carry Sidewinder air-to-air
missiles, Sea Eagle anti-ship missiles
and 30mm cannon and bombs.

Ten of these new aircraft have been
ordered for the Royal Navy and it should
enter service in 1992.

• Sea Harrier FRS2, XZ439, takes off
from HMS Ark Royal's "ski-jump" for
the first time piloted by Lieut.-Cdr. Si-
mon Hargreaves, the Navy's test pilot

at Boscombe Down.

Royal
Arthur's
record
THE record for HMS Royal
Arthur's tough "Cliff and
Chasm" run was shattered
by a team from Petty Offi-
cers Leadership Course
2033.

The team achieved the
remarkable time of 4 min-
utes 55 seconds, beating
the record established by
1870 course in October
1986 by eight seconds.

Led by PO WEM(R) Jack
Straw, the new record
holders put their success
down to prior preparation
and planning, combined
with the excellent support
of the non-running couse
members, even during 6 30
a.m. practice sessions,
and their cheer leader,
course president CPO
MEA L. Snell.

HOME EXCHANGE
2-YEtl NNtirCUL ASSISTANCE

Bedroom Homes from £64,950
Bedroom Homes from £99.950

AT TRENETHICK FARM, HELSTON, CORNWALL
In spite of difficulties in selling and buying

houses, Wimpey are doing everything to help
purchasers get their new home NOW.

And here's how: We'll get your home
independently surveyed and, based on that
survey and subject to the availability of funds
- we'll make you a realistic offer.

WIMPEY WILL PAY YOU
£150 per month for the 1st year

and
£100 per month in the 2nd year

Selected plots-ask for details.

FEATURES
And here's what you can look forward

to in your new Wimpey Home:-
• Every home is built to standards that have

won Wimpey more NHBC awards than
any other builder and is completely ready
to move into.

• Fully Fitted Kitchens with appliances
• Luxury bathrooms.
• Central Heating.
• Designer Co-ordinated carpets, curtains

and colour schemes to your choice from
our selection centre.

• Smoke Detectors, plus lots more, building
a complete home package you simply
cannot buy anywhete else at Ihis price.

SHOW/HOMES OPEN
10am to 6pm THURS.-to MOM. (INCLUDING WEEKENDS)

Visit our showhomes right now and get the
full facts on our superdeals. 2? 0326 565216

or call Plymouth (0752) 346341
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

WIMPEY
WELCOME HOME
WIMPEY HOMES HOLDINGS LTD. VALLEY ROAD. PLYMPTON PLYMOUTH 1EL [0752) 34634!

Fleet Air Arm
wins awards

THREE members of the Fleet Air Arm have been
presented with awards for their outstanding aviation
service.

For George Medal winners
POACMNs Stephen Wright
and David Wallace, the Prince
P h i l i p H e l i c o p t e r Rescue
Award was further recognition
of their "exceptional courage
and leadership" during a daring
rescue operation last year,
when 40 personnel were suc-
cessfully lifted from a Pakistani
ship , s i n k i n g in a p p a l l i n g
weather condi t ions off the
Devon coast.

Both of the aircrewmen, were
also awarded the Silk Cut nau-
tical award.

TARDIS
links up
at Dryad
THE TARDIS at HMS Dryad
may not look much like Dr
Who's time machine — but it
still packs a lot into a small
space.

The final link in the Tactical
Radar Display Ins t ruc t ional
System at the School of Mari-
time Operations, between a
series of electronic warfare sys-
tems and a central radar simu-
lator, has now been made.

It is designed to improve
operators' skills by generating
realistic scenarios from which
they can practise providing
long range early warning of
other ships and aircraft.

Lieut.-Cdr. Paul Barton's
award — the Sir James Martin
Award — was for his "out-
standing and practical contri-
bution" to air safety.

Head of the Navy's Accident
Investigation Unit for the past
five years, Lieut.-Cdr. Barton
has been involved in investigat-
ing, providing evidence and
making recommendations for
air safety improvements.

He is currently working on a
trial installation of a Peripheral
Vision Device to assist pilots in
overcoming disorientation, as-
sessed as the cause of many avi-
ation accidents in the past.

All three were presented with
their Awards by Lord King,
Chairman of British Airways,
at a celebration banquet held
by the Guild of Air Pilots.

Cardiff gets
the Mantle
HMS Cardiff's close range
weapons crews were presented
with the Mantle Cup by Flag
Officer Floti l la One, Rear-
Admiral Peter Woodhead, at a
ceremony on board the destroy-
er.

The Mantle Cup is awarded
annually to the best close range
weapons team ( crew and main-
tainers), as assessed by perfor-
mance on operational sea train-
ing at Portland.

The Cardiff is currently on
operational deployment in the
Gulf.

NAVY LIFE Out in December.

A new publication which
takes a long hard look
at all the benefits
associated with m

a career in the
Royal Navy.
Look out for
your free
copy which
will be dis-
tributed
through
Ships and
Establish-
ments.
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FamifyUfe

Family centre
offers support
in Gosport

FOR some time a group of interested people have been meeting to establish a Child
Development and Family Centre for the Gosport and Fareham districts which
would act as a "satellite" to the main unit already planned for Portsmouth.

Now the Royal Naval Hospi-
tal at Haslar has provided
premises which will be used for
the next few years until a more
central location can be found.

£500
BOUNCE
CHILDREN of serving naval
personnel were amongst
those who took part in a spon-
sored "bounce" to raise funds
for a new mini-bus for Our
Lady and St John School,
Hayling Island.

Emma Phillips, Martin Ben-
nett, Jodie Graham and Bene-
dict and Christopher Swan,
whose fathers serve in HMS
Dryad, HMS Beagle and HMS
Charybdis, "jumped for joy"
on a bouncy castle and raised
over £500.

The centre is the result of col-
laboration between local civil-
ian, naval welfare agencies and
KIDS, the national charity.

Underpinned professionally
and financially by KIDS, King
George's Fund for Sailors, the
RN and RM Children's Trust
and the Navy it is run by Brid-
get Watts, an experienced pri-
mary school teacher who is the
newly-appointed co-ordinator.

Play sessions
The aims of the centre are to

provide a base for therapists to
assess and treat handicapped
children and involve them in
developmental play sessions.

There will also be an infor-
mation and advice service and
will provide support links for
parents of newly-handicapped
or newly-diagnosed children.

Regular meetings, discussion
groups and films for parents
will be held at the centre which

will also provide a local base
for multi-disciplinary meetings
and case studies.

Future events are to include
Saturday morning fun sessions
and school ho l iday play
schemes will also be arranged.

Further details about the
centre can be obtained from
Bridget Watts, Centre Co-ordi-
nator, Child Development and
Family Centre, RN Hospital
Haslar, Gosport. Hants, PO12
2AA (tel. 0705 511824).

Gulf reunion for
father and son

HIVE OF
ACTIVITY
AT HERON

Extra insurance
premiums may
be recovered

IN answer to a Commons question about insurance cover for Ser-
vice personnel in the Gulf, it was stated for the Government that all
Service personnel are eligible for benefits under the Armed Forces
Pension Scheme in the event of attributable injury.

AS the Type 42 destroyer HMS Gloucester docked for a three-
day stand-off at the Gulf port of Damman, Mne. Brian Single-
ton (19) was reunited with his father Tony, a former naval
electrician on board HMS Ark Royal.

During his latest tour of duty with the Gloucester Brian had
boarded two Iraqi vessels — the Tipu Sultan and the Nada —
for a close inspection of their cargos.

Nothing was found but it certainly added excitement to his
day. "There's a lot of waiting around for action," he said, "but
when things happen, they happen very fast — that's what
makes it worthwhile."

Thirty years ago Tony Singleton visited the Gulf in HMS
Centaur and is now on the staff of the Naval Forces School for
Saudi students at Al Jubayl.

He was delighted to meet up with his son during their short
run ashore in Damman and added, "Just seeing him abroad
brings it all back — you don't ever forget being a sailor."

Decisions to take out per-
sonal accident or life insurance
cover were the responsibility of
ind iv idua l Servicemen and
women.

A number of policies tailored
to their needs were available,
and these were given publicity
in the Services.

"Where additional premiums
are charged because of defined
Service risks, a large part of the
extra cost may be reclaimed
from the Ministry of Defence."

Safe of surplus
naval quarters

FORMER naval married quarters are listed in the latest bulletin of surplus properties being offered for
sale to serving personnel under the discounted purchase scheme.

These include 31 three-bed-
room terrace and 24 two-bed-
room terrace houses at Rowner,
Gosport; seven three-bedroom
semi-detached houses in Ro-
syth; two three-bedroom semi-
detached houses in Eggbuck-
land, Plymouth and one three-
bedroom semi-detached house

in St Budeaux, Plymouth.

Full details can be found in
Bulletin 105 issued by the Joint
Services Marr ied Quar ters
Sales Office. Closing date for
appl ica t ions for the above-
mentioned properties is Janu-
ary 3 1991.

BA checks in
BRITISH Airways have opened a "leisure unit" at the Services
Booking Centre in London to offer a section specialising in
personal and leisure and travel requirements for Service person-
nel, MOD civilians, their husbands or wives, and dependant
unmarried children under 25.

For many years British Airways staff within the Services Book-
ing Centre have been heavily involved with duty travel arrange-
ments for the Armed Forces and MOD civilians. Now the airline
offers an extra service.

To help the new unit become quickly established, BA are
making special offers to a number of popular holiday locations.
There is also a chance to win two free tickets to America in a
prize draw for those purchasing a BA ticket through the SBC
before March 1 next year.

Cdr. Chris Page, executive officer of HMS Heron, is pictured,
above, with members of the newly-opened Honeypot
playgroup.

Falling under the auspices of the wives' Hive organisation
the playgroup equipment and facilities have been "begged,
borrowed and stolen" by supervisor Diana Preston and her

two assistants, Gill Nutland and Rita Orridge.
The Honeypot is open every weekday morning and can

cater for 15 children from three-year-old to school age.
This is the first naval group to be formed in Yeovil and is

open to children of personnel serving at Yeovitton and who
live on the Fairmead married quarters estate.

G M ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE BROKERS

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE
COMPUTERISED MOTOR QUOTES

MORTGAGES, PENSIONS, LIFE INSURANCE
(Funds available)

8 Tangier Rd., Copnor, Portsmouth P03 6JL

0705671731 FAX 0705 671686
Introducers for Colonial Mutual Group (Member of Lautro)
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"/f Management could take on women Santas they could do Gulf runs 'n you could keep your 'skers, sweetie!"

NEWSVIEW
Value of a
friendly ear

NEAR the end of an eventful year, the Service
continues to play a vital role in the Gulf, where
many naval people find themselves this Christ-
mas. Others too will be far from home, in the
South Atlantic and elsewhere.

The Gulf crisis apart, the year's most signifi-
cant events have doubtless been the "Options
for Change" statement outlining the future size
and shape of the Navy, and the advent of
Wrens at sea. How many would in January
have believed that by the year's end women
would be afloat in RN warships as full
members of ships' companies?.

From the commanding officer of their first
ship has come praise for coping with difficult
tasks, "despite the odd tear shed". He also
said there had been no reduction in standard
of efficiency since the Wrens joined the ship.
"It is to their great credit that we have come
out top line."

Putting it nicely into perspective perhaps
was the Wren who said the lads would like
them to take a saucer of milk out to the Seacat
— but they knew better.

Encouragement
Now, however, it is the Gulf which domi-

nates — and the value of compassion for
those left at home is emphasised by a letter
from a wife who first wrote in 1975 and is now
facing another of many Christmases
separated.

Sending encouragement to wives at home,
she says, "No-one prepares you for this. But
having 21 years of experiencing naval life —
and damn those who say 'She's used to it by
now' — I am still not used to being apart. Yet
I'm still a loyal naval wife."

Family and friends were important, but she
recalls a wet and miserable day when two
naval people who understood her loneliness
were able to offer compassion and a friendly
ear. "Please remember there is always some-
one ready to help ... it is only a telephone call
away."

The help offered by the Navy comes in a
range of ways — and that includes a link sys-
tem operated by some ships so that messages
are passed on through a wives' telephone
"chain". To quote our correspondent, "Take
heart from an old timer and hang on in there".

Such sentiments can only bring reassurance
to those far from home this Christmas. To
them all, and to the families and our many
other readers, we send sincere good wishes
for Christmas and the New Year.

SCHEME 'NOT PERFECT BUT SOUND

Should you opt
for f fie Open?

.4S:::::W::::$̂ ^
THE Second Open Engagement was in-
troduced into the Royal Navy in 1986 as
part of the restructuring of rating en-
gagements. Now it is routine business.

But is it the attractive option that was
promised — and is it meeting the man-
power challenge?

Over the last 12 months considerable
interest and concern has been ex-
pressed on various aspects of 20E.
Here the Director of Naval Manpower
Planning (Capt. T. W. Loughran)
answers some of the questions asked
about a scheme which he describes as
not perfect but sound.

FROM a manpower planner's point of view, 2OE is a
considerable improvement on the Continuance in Service
scheme.

We now have just under 2,700 men on 2OE, with about 50 per
cent more senior ratings serving beyond the 22-year point than
under the previous system. But it is not all rosy. The 2OE
acceptance rate at 65 per cent is not as high as we would wish,
and notice giving is running at about 8 per cent. However, 2OE is
a marked improvement on the old scheme.

Over recent months, many 2OE is primarily aimed at
questions have been asked and a CPOs and WOs, with WOs gain-
number of fears expressed about ing automatic selection on pro-

motion (although in practice
many are already on 2OE). Va-
cancies for POs are limited as the
main thrust of the award is for a
level of experience, professional
skill and managerial expertise
normally only found at the CPO

the award, and perhaps it is time-
ly to look at some of the main
areas of interest:

Why can't all senior ratings be
awarded 2OE?

Too many 2OE men would se-
verely affect promotion pros-
pects of junior personnel and
therefore vacancies are very care-
fully managed. However, some
slowing of the average time
served to CPO was anticipated in
setting up the engagement and a
maximum delay was set at three
years.

This has yet to be reached in
any of the branches as a consid-
erable number of 2OE men have
yet to pass the 22-year point
when many would have normally
left the Service.

Current delay attributable to
2OE stands at about 12 months.
Other factors such as the reduc-
ing requirement for manpower,
overbearings and wastage rates
have much more impact on ca-
reer progression.

level and above.

Women later
QARNNS and WRNS person-

nel will be considered for 2OE at
the earliest possible time, but
with sea service a central element
of the award it is likely to be
some while before sufficient se-
nior rating sea volunteers are
supported by broad branch struc-
tures to enable selections to be
made without adverse impact on
the careers of junior female
personnel.

Will Warrant Officers promot-
ed prior to 1986 be awarded the
2OE?

All Warrant Officers not yet
selected for 2OE who are volun-

teers are eligible to appear before
the Board in their last four years
of service. However, selection
opportunities for WOs of some
of the smaller sub^branches are
likely to be very limited. Addi-
t iona l 2OEs in these sub-
branches would take the delay
factor to CPO past the three-year
point. Regrettably therefore,
some Wps may only have the
opportunity to serve for 27 years.

How are vacancies decided?
Vacancies are determined by

computer within the Directorate
of Naval Manpower Planning
and take into account such fac-
tors as manpower needs over the
next 10 years, promotions to
CPO and WO, wastage rates,
average length of service to CPO
and the number of 2OEs already
awarded.

Where quotas permit, vacan-
cies are allocated across all
groups appearing before the
Board, with emphasis on the ju-
nior candidate.

How are selections made?
In the normal course, each

candidate is eligible for consi-
deration by up to four successive
boards in their last four full years
of service. The spread of vacan-
cies allows a high proportion of
men to be selected first shot so
futures can be planned at the ear-
liest time.

This strategy was adopted in
response to misgivings about the
Continuance in Service scheme
for which selections were not

made until the last two years ol
service, giving very little time foi
planning.

Reserves are only selected foi
the senior group as vacancies un-
filled at this stage represent an
irretrievable loss to the Service.
However, refusals from those
with selection opportunities re-
maining do not form a loss as
unfilled vacancies can form part
of a quota at a subsequent board.

What is in it for me?
Probably the main benefits of

the award are job security and
flexibility offered to personnel in
deciding when best to leave the
Service. Retirements can be
planned to coincide with chil-
dren completing education, final
mortgage repayments or indeed
the maturity of a savings scheme.

Opportunities

Much work also has been done
to improve job opportunities,
with a number of Extended Ser-
vice billets returned to Active
Service and more in the pipeline.
The "de-enrichment" of some ju-
nior officer billets is also under
consideration and together these
measures will further enhance
employment prospects.

Not all topics can be covered
in an article like this but, with
the mechanics explained and
most regular questions explored,
perhaps those concerned will be
in a better position to make their
mind up about 2OE.

It is a sound scheme with bene-
fits to both the Service and the
individual. Needless to say, it is
not perfect and any suggestions
for improvement would be wel-
come th rough the normal
channels.

Meanwhile, in a post-Christ-
mas dinner contemplative mood,
you could reflect on the advan-
tage it may hold for you . . .
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Duster to mark
a decade pf
Guff duty
TEN years of Royal Navy deployment in the Gulf were
commemorated when Sir Jeffrey Sterling, president of the
General Council of British Shipping, presented a Red En-
sign bearing the names of all 106 ships which have taken
part in the Armilla Patrol to Vice-Admiral Sir Jock Slater,
Chief of Fleet Support.

The Ensign also bore the names of the 26 merchant shipping
companies whose ships were accompanied through the Straits of
Hormuz.

At the time of the presentation on board HMS Cornwall in the
Pool of London, the Royal Navy had already conducted more than
1,000 challenges of merchant shipping since the United Nations
Security Council imposed economic sanctions on Iraq on August
25 (see centre pages).

Since then, it has also been involved in a series of intercep-
tions, a number involving boarding parties.

The RN established a presence in the Gulf in October 1980, a
month after the war between Iran and Iraq began. Routine patrol-
ing continued for several years and was followed by a more
forward deployment policy. In January 1987 it was decided that
as many British and British dependency flagged and owned ships
as practicable would be accompanied through the Straits.

There were also continuous MCM operations by the Royal Navy
in the area between 1987-89.

The policy of accompanying merchant ships continued until
October 1 1988. In total the RN oversaw 1,026 merchant ship
movements through the Straits — more than twice the number
accompanied by all other Western navies combined.

Affray
wreck
found

NAVAL hydrographers
working in the English
Channel traced the subma-
rine Affray, lost with her
crew of 74 in April 1951.

The surveyors, em-
barked in the MV British
Enterprise IV, have been
working on the Casquets
Traffic Separation Scheme
since March and the wreck
of the Affray was one of
the many located with
modern sidescan sonar.

It is still in good condi-
tion and lies upright on the
seabed close to the posi-
tion held in the records of
the Hydropgraphic Office,
about 16 miles west-north-
west of Alderney.

Other wrecks found dur-
ing the course of the sur-
vey included the remains
of German U-Boats 1191
and 269 and the German
battleship Baden.

The Baden was rescued
from scuttling attempts by
her crew by British tugs in
Scapa Flow in 1919 and
finally sunk by gunfire from
British battleships during a
series of tests in August
1921.

First move out of
Royal William

THE Navy's evacuation of historic Royal William Yard in Plymouth started with the opening
of a huge supply store in a former aircraft hangar.

It marked the first step by the
M i n i s t r y of Defence in i ts
planned release and sale of the
157-year-old yard by 1992.

The prime site will be sold
piecemeal to developers for
housing and commercial use.

The newly-renovated hangar
wil l be used primarily to store
Navy salvage equipment curr-
en t ly stored at Turnchapcl .
Marines from the Royal Wil-
liam Yard will then move into
space created at Turnchapel.

Opening the new store, the

"This is a most important first
step in a number of very com-
plex moves which will even-
tual ly lead to the evacuation of
the Royal William Yard."

Duty paid
Remembrance Sunday coin-

ciding with the second anniver-
sary of HMS Leeds Castle's
arrival for patrol duty in the
Falkland Islands, the ship did a
sail past and piped the Type 21
Memorial in Falkland Sound.

No trouble
with oil on
this water

ENVIRONMENTALLY friendly Queen's Hartraur Master
for the Clyde Cdr. Ian McKcchnie directed an oil pollution
control exercise off Greenock.

Ariadne traps
the Rooke

HMS Ariadne, last of the Leander class frigates still
armed with a twin 4.5 inch gun, has won the Rooke
Trophy for Seacat missile firings.

The trophy is awarded annually to the ship achieving the
best results in all firings of the weapon system.

At a ceremony in Portsmouth it was presented to the ship by
Flag Officer First Flotilla, Rear-Admiral Peter Woodhead and
accepted on behalf of the Seacat team by the ship's Opera-
tions Officer, Lieut-Cdr. Steve Bateman.

Although not as busy as it
once was, the Firth of Clyde is
st i l l used by heavy commercial
and military vessels, any one of
which has the potential to cre-
ate an oil spillage large enough
to damage the e s t u a r y ' s
environment.

The exerc ise used f lee t
tenders from Great Harbour
Greenock and the Clyde Sub-
marine Base at Faslane.

Some were rigged with spray-
booms and dispersant tanks
while others were used to skim
the water, l i f t ing a slick simu-
lated by fire fighting foam.

The exercise was declared a
ma jo r success and Q H M ,
tasked w i t h m a i n t a i n i n g an
organisation to deal with oil
pollution, hopes to repeat the
exercise annually.

Sussex
makes

an eight
A new University Royal

Naval Unit has been estab-
lished on campus at Sus-
sex — making a total of
eight now in operation.

Aim of the URNU is to
promote the Naval case
within the university and
give students the chance
to experience life at sea
onboard a fast patrol boat.

Here the University of
Sussex unit's new Officer-
in-Charge Lieut Ben Falk
starts opening new hori-
zons with the help of Hon-
orary Midshipman Paul
Sullivan, RNR, 'on loan'
from Bristol URNU.

Homage to 'Harry
Tate's Navy'

ONE THOUSAND members of the Royal Naval Patrol Service
Association and their families gathered at Lowestoft to remember
the men of 'Harry Talc's Navy' who died in the Second World War.

The veterans were joined by a representative of the United States
Coastguard Service. Chief Peter Stone — who cares for the graves of
crew members lost when the Patrol Service vessel Bedfordshire sank
off Virginia in 1942
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acid waters of the Gulf

ig
calm	

LIKE other RN Armilla warships
which are part of the multinational		 -

force enforcing the UN trade em-

bargo against Iraq, HMS Gloucester
has taken part in many intercep	 -			 .
tions - several of them involving		'

--

boarding operations.				 -	

One vessel boarded was carrying In-			
.,

dian
refugees

outof Kuwait andan- 	

-		 				

-'	

29

otherwasan
Iraqi

merchant
vessel

Neitherwas
foundto have

prohibited	 	 	 	 	 n	 '
cargo, so they were allowed to sail on.

The Gloucester's commanding officer,
Cdr. Philip Wilcocks, said that in both cases
the Royal Marines boarding were greeted
cordially by ship crews who co-operated
fully with the inspections.
Marine Paul Gillespie, a member of the

ship's Marine boarding party, agreed that
the crews had been co-operative. But, he
said, "There's always a bit of apprehension
when you go on board because you don't
know what you're going to find."
The Marines fast-rope on to the ships from

Lynx helicopter and once on board secure
the bridge as quickly as possible, then stand

?uard
as the Navy inspection teams search

or prohibited cargo.
Cdr. Wilcocks said the embargo had been

a success. "Any ship of any substantial size
is being intercepted," he said.

"It is almost impossible for anyone to get
10 or 15 miles into the Gulf of Oman without

meeting some sort of warship and I am very
impressed by the level of co-operation
between the ships enforcing the embargo. It
is wonderful to see the way the information
flows around."
The interception programme involves

more than 50 ships. Air traffic is also moni-

c4r4

tored. The only problem mentioned was a
radio operator known as "The Monkey" who
used emergency frequencies monitored by
the international fleet to broadcast obscene
messages!
Meanwhile, clearing the way through the

sea lanes for the Seventh Armoured Bri-

gade's shiploads of tanks has been the
much-appreciated duty of minehunters 111115
Atherstone, Cattistock and Hurworth.
Whether or not the Iraquis have been able

to lay any mines - a ship was reported
"acting suspiciously" at the very beginning
of the crisis - no-one is taking any chances
and the Portsmouth-based trio is seen to

perform a vital role.
Every square foot of the ports and sea-

lanes of the Southern Gulf is carefully plot-
ted. As Cdr. John Scoles, leading the group
from the survey ship HMS Herald, put it. "If
someone put a shopping trolley down there
we could identify it."

Also seen in these pages are the Type 42

destroyers HMS Cardiff - on her second

deployment to the Gulf this year - and HMS
London. According to an ITN reporter,
there's "not a a man on board who does not
expect their roles as policemen to be sud-

denly changed." which means a relentless
routine of defence watches - six hours on,
six hours off, with time only to shower, eat
and sleep in between.
There is no opportunity to relax in this

waiting game. In the words of Commodore
Paul Haddacks: "We live day-to-day here,
but we remain ready for anything and pre-
pared for anything."
" Left - Commander British Forces Middle
East Lieut-Gen. Sir Peter de la Billiere visits
HMS London, met by the ship's Executive

-	 lain Henderson looks on.
" Right

- a dangerous time of day. LS(M)

Officer, Lieut.-Cdr. Rob Farmer, while Capt.

"	 -	 Mark Burns keeps watch as the sun rises on
HMS Cardiff.

k
" Below - HMS London, cross operating in-. I the Gulf, as seen from HMS Cardiff.

fl		 .	 Pot shots 4	 -				

I			 Snooker star Doug					
/	 Mountjoy, a popular guest				

/		on board HMS Cardiff,				
/		takes his cue from LS(M)						

Paul wilcox when it comes			
.a -						

to sighting the 7.62mm-frf			 /			 machine gun
- while the

sa						 Type 42 destroyer's some-		'.			
	what heavier 4.5 inch prac-						

tises warning shots across		£
						

HMS London's bows.
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AtYour Leisure
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Novel role for
Naval pilots

SEVEN Royal Navy trained pilots, all men who live and breath to
fly, accept a deal worth £250,000 each to train an Argentinian
special air attack group with an unknown mission.

The group's clandestine base is on the Patagonian coast, latitude
48 south, opposite the Falkland Islands.

Author Charles Manning had a three decade flying career in the
Royal Navy and a special interest in Latin American history behind
him when he wrote 48 South, his first novel (published by Inner
Circle Books at £11.95 hardback).

Back to the story . . . the group flies the Corsair fighter-bomber of
the Second World War, but newly built in hundreds and superbly
equipped. One more shock, more than a quarter of the Argentine
pilots are women ...

ODD

"The German invasion of Britain in the autumn of 1940 followed
inexorably from the events of the preceding six years. For Adolf
Hitler it was no more than the end of the beginning."

So begins Derek Slade's 500 page story of what might have been,
Invasion (published by Oriflamme at £4.50 paperback). It is the
story of an English Home Guard and a German private, of King
Edward V I I I and the Fuhrer.

"IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT"
"ROUND THE BUOY"

"SALLY FREE AND EASY"
Three great tapes of NAVY SONGS! Sung by

CYRIL TAWNEY
Price (inc. p.&p.): £6.50 each (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere add £1.00)

All three (inc. p.&p.): £18.50 (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere add £1.00 per item.)
Also

"GREY FUNNEL LINES"
his ever popular book on Traditional Navy Songs

Price (inc. p.&p.): £1200 (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere add £4.00.)

(All overseas payments in Sterling by IMO 01 cheque drawn on a British bank, please)

Orders and enquiries to
ROSEMARY TAWNEY, 521 Meanwood Road, Leeds, LS6 4AW

CRIMBO CHEERS
AND

LAUGHTER TEARS

Jackspeak
ORDER FORM (photocopy acceptable)

To: Palamanando Press (Dept. NX), P.O. Box 42,
Torpoint, Cornwall PL11 2YR

1. Please send one copy/ copies of Jackspeak

at £8.95 per copy (inc.P&P) to this address:

Name

House/Road...

Town

County Post Code

2. Please ask the author to sign each copy (or delete if this
extra service not required).

3. I enclose a cheque for £ (please add extra for
postage outside UK & Europe, and ensure that payment
is in sterling.) I also understand that £1 of this sum will
go to Naval Charities.

Signature Date.
Registered Addiess 9 West Street. Millbiooh Ni Plymouth PI 10 tAA

ALTHOUGH sailors are
always pleased to meet
mermaids in the flesh, the
cartoon versions of these
fish-tailed visions appeal
most to youngsters.

And they don't come
more appealing than Ariel,
star of the new Walt Dis-
ney animated feature film
The Little Mermaid, set to
become a classic of its
kind.

Children visiting HMS
Victory at Portsmouth were
delighted when characters
from the movie turned up
for a spot of promotional
work.

Curiosity also got the
better of AB Graham Hill
and LS Ian Wright,
members of the ship's
company.

rSON OF THE CREATURE-
FEATURE 1990 STYLE

IT WAS around 1959 that Boris Karloff, top horror star for the previous 30 years, was
asked by an interviewer what he thought of the latest trends in monster movies. "Don't
care for 'em," snapped Boris, by birth an upper class Englishman. "All the same now
— some damn great ant crawling out of some damn great hole."

And so it was. Every week, it seemed, a
column of bad-tempered mutant cockroaches
came marching across the nation's screens,
while luxury liners regularly collided with 100-
foot long radioactive squids. Now, another 30
years on, we have Tremors, an affectionate,
witty reprise, clearly the work of people who
also mis-spent their afternoons in the late 50s
watching Godzilla and Crab Monster double
bills.

It captures the formula perfectly: an isolat-
ed community, suspicions that something is
amiss, the first encounter with the killer crea-
tures, the mounting casualties, the final show-
down in which human ingenuity carries the
day. The dialogue crackles with gags, the
shocks and chills are delivered with satisfying
regularity and there's a pleasing 50s reticence
as regards gore and mayhem. And the mon-
sters? Oh, some damn great worm crawling
out of some damn great hole . . .

Good news for Eddie Murphy fans — bad
news, come to that, for non-fans: his two lat-
est pictures are both out on 16mm this month.
In Another 48hrs he and Nick Nolle repeat the
double act they performed with such flair sev-
en years ago in the parent picture. Once more,
cop and convict are thrown together in uneasy
partnership for two further days of chases,
gun-play and tough-guy wisecracks.

Those three commodities are also in plenti-
ful supply in Harlem Nights, which is an Eddie
Murphy production . . . starring Eddie Murphy
. . . written by Eddie Murphy . . . directed by
Eddie Murphy. By the time the opening credits
roll by, we have certainly taken onboard the
fact that one Murphy E. is heavily involved in
this movie. Co-starring this time the excellent
Richard Pryor, the film is set in 1920s Harlem,
with our two heroes successful nightclub own-

ers — until the Mafia decides it'd like to take
over.

Screen Scene
Touching down with the Fleet a month or

two ahead of its mainland release, Air America
is Mel Gibson's latest action-adventure offer-
ing. Set in Laos during the Vietnam war, it
recounts the exploits of a group of civilian
pilots airlifting supplies to villages isolated by
the war. What with drug-pushing war lords,
corrupt generals, the Vietcong army, not to
mention those rascals in the CIA, Mel is cer-
tainly kept busy. It's an expensively-pro-
duced, action-packed tale, with some hair-
raising aerial stunt work.

Top Gun was, of course, such a giant hit a
couple of years back that a sequel always
seemed on the cards. Instead we have Days of
Thunder, a sort of civilian counterpart, set in
the world of motor racing. Again, Tom Cruise
is the cocky ace who matures via the atten-
tions of a feisty female. Again, the team of top
cameramen give the sort of vivid, romanti-
cised look to the pit and the track that they
gave to the earlier film's planes and carriers.
And again the soundtrack reverberates with
poudning synthesizers.

When it's on the race track, the film is
adrenalin-pumping stuff. The non-racing
scenes benefit from Robert Duval's humorous
performance as an irascible car designer and,
whatever else one might say about the pic-
ture, it must be the first one ever to feature a
hero named Trickle — although those unsmit-
ten by the alleged Cruise charisma might con-
clude that Drip would have been somewhat
nearer the mark.

— Bob Baker

HEROISM OR PIRACY?
RE-RELEASED in paper-
back 50 years after the
events it describes, Richard
Wiggan's Hunt the Altmark
(Robert Hale £5.95) again
throws the spotlight on one
of the most controversial
episodes of the early
months of the war.

Was the Graf Spec's support
vessel truly a "hell ship" as she
tried to carry home a cargo of
300 British merchant seamen
taken prisoner from ships sunk
by the pocket battleship in the
South Atlantic?

And was HMS Cossack's
famous rescue mission — "The
Navy's here!" — in Jossingf-
jord the unjustified breach of
Norwegian neutrality the Ger-
man authorities were quick to
brand as "piratical"?

On the first count, it has to
be said that Altmark's master
Captain Heinrich Dau seems to
have been a committed Nazi.
Also, it is hard to feel sympathy
for a commander whose plan
for dealing with an intercepting
British submarine was to have
his Third Officer j u m p on
board and heave a bottle of
ether down the conning tower.

Even so, the truth is probably
that he was merely "strict, in
keeping with the old Imperial
Navy tradition." While condi-
tions for the prisoners packed
in the hold grew increasingly
grim as the weeks and months
wore on, they were not bruta-
lised by their guards — indeed.
Third Officer Schmidt would
one day be invited to attend
their reunion and some of them
were seen to pause and shake
the ship's medical officer, Dr
Rudolf Tyrolt, by the hand at
the moment of their release.

The second charge is less
clear-cut . The Norwegians
monitored the Altmark closely
as she entered their waters —
and may or may not have been
aware that she carried prison-
ers. Later they argued — cor-

rectly — that her free passage
would still have been allowed
under international law.

Having embarrassed the ene-
my, the British did not trouble
too much about Norway's sense
of injury — which might have
been all the sharper if Cossack
had taken off Altmark's crew as
well. They themselves were sur-
prised at being left behind. Sev-
en of their number died as a
result of the Cossack's action.

Dau, like the Graf Spec's

much more at t ract ive com-
mander , Langsdorff. would
take his own life — when his
beloved Fatherland surren-
dered in 1945. The Altmark
herself eventually met a violent
end. Renamed Uckermark, she
blew up at Yokohama on 30
November 1942, apparently as
the result of a spark that set off
a fire during repair work to her
oil tanks.

Wiggan concludes that "there
were n e i t h e r heroes nor

cowards in the saga of the Alt-
mark". But the men the Cos-
sack plucked out of Jossingf-
jord were neither dull nor
resigned. Us ing a smuggled
chart — the back covered with
decoy pin-up drawings once ex-
cited Dau's admiration during
a heart-stopping snap inspec-
tion — they plotted the Alt-
mark's voyage with remarkable
accuracy. They may have been
merely "seamen all", but this
POW story rates with the best
ofColditz. J F A

The Royal Navy and
the defeat of Japan

BLAME for the popular view of the war in the
Pacific as an all-American affair may be fairly
pinned on Hollywood. When Errol Flynn suc-
ceeded in another theatre without any British
help public outrage forced the withdrawal of
"Objective Burma" in the UK — but John
Wayne was unbeatable at the box office in
"Sands of Iwo Jima" and "Operation Pacific"
and so the legend was born.

Operation Pacific (Leo Cooper £17.99) is also
the title of Edwyn Gray's attempt to give it the
lie — he says the "strange quirk in the British
character" is anyway partly at fault for dwell-
ing overlong on disasters such as the loss of
the Prince of Wales and the Repulse rather
than the Royal Navy's "not inconsiderable"
contribution to the defeat of Japan.

He highlights the attacks on Palembang and
Sakishima Gunto and the destruction of the
Haguro, pointing out that these and other
operations have always been written up sep-
arately and sometimes without reference to
each other.

But at the time several American admirals
and generals were determined to relegate Bri-
tish activity to the sidelines. Chief offender
here was the anglophobic Admiral Ernest King
— but Bruce Fraser, succeeding Somerville at
the head of the Eastern Fleet, found staunch
allies in Nimitz and Spruance, who valued his
assistance all the more once the action
moved closer to the Japanese mainland,
where the armoured decks of the British carri-

ers were far less vulnerable to Kamikaze at-
tacks than the wooden-planked surfaces of
their American counterparts.

On 4 May 1945 a suicide plane devastated
the flight deck of HMS Victorious, wrecking
eleven aircraft and setting the hangar below
ablaze. "Little yellow bastard" was Captain
Philip Ruck-Keene's laconic signal to his flag-
ship. But there was no denying the cool cour-
age of the enemy pilot who, undeterred by the
anti-aircraft barrage, had flown down the full
length of the ship from stern to bows and then
back again, turning in and dropping his SOOIb
bomb before smashing into the island super-
structure.

"Are you addressing me?" was Rear
Admiral Sir Philip Vian's amused reply — but
three minutes later HMS Indomitable received
her own unwelcome visitor, skidding down the
flight deck "like an unwary duck on a frozen
pond" before vanishing over the port side."

By the end of the day the Fleet Air Arm had
lost 13 aircraft — and a Hellcat shot down by
HMS Formidable's understandably jittery gun-
ners. The Japs had lost 13 too — "statisti-
cally, at least, the honours of the day were
even."

The eventual triumphant successes of Task
Force 37's attacks on the mainland emerge
here to vindicate the Royal Navy's early de-
feats — "which were occasioned as much by
the machinations of pre-war politicians as by
the actions of the enemy." JFA
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Ram bow vessels

HMS Hotspur, laid down in 1868 as the first Royal Navy ship designed specifically as a ram. At
12'/z knots she was rather slow for the role.

Between the galley of classical times and
the first great battle between armoured
ships in 1866 there was little interest in the
use of the ram — sailing ships just weren't
suited to it.

But when one ironclad was sunk and others
damaged by this means at Lissa the Austrian
Admiral Tegetthoff's primary tactic against the
Italian fleet, as dictated by the apparent invul-
nerability of the likes of our own HMS Warrior to
gunfire, seemed to be justified.

Writing in Warship 90 (Conway Maritime Press
£20) David Brown and Philip Pugh argue that it
almost certainly was not.

They show that while for some time after war-
ship designs commonly featured rams — a few
had no other function at all — success general-
ly depended on the victim's freedom to ma-
noeuvre. And there was always the risk of ser-
ious damage to the ramming ship.

There was a general belief that opportunities
to ram would arise in the confusion of fleet
actions at short range — yet the only ship sunk
at Lissa was stopped when hit and "ships un-
der way were either missed or struck trivial
glancing blows."

Disasters following accidental collisions were
bound to give support to the advocates of ram-
ming as a deliberate tactic — but again they
misread the situation, for conditions in peace-
time could not compare to a battle situation

where "the evasive actions of the enemy made
deliberate ramming more difficult in exactly the
opposite way to which they made accidents
more likely." The celebrated Camperdown/Vic-
toria incident of 1893 was a case in point — had
HMS Victoria been closed up for battle she
should have survived.

Naval constructors soon realised that
Murphy's Law applied — if it was possible to
leave a door or hatch open it would be — and
the integrity of HMS Dreadnought's bulkheads
was near complete. It is a lesson which still
applies — the ferry European Gateway was lost
largely because her watertight doors were left
open while leaving harbour in busy shipping
lanes.

On the positive side, many submarines were
sunk by ramming in both world wars — though
damage to the ramming ship usually took a
couple of months to repair. The chance of suc-
cess had been missed much earlier — in the
1840s paddle steamers would have been effec-
tive against becalmed sailing ships. Why were
the early iron frigates not configured as rams,
the authors conclude?

• This year's Warship annual includes another
eleven authoritative articles on designs ranging
from F H Chapman's 24-pounder "super frig-
ates" of the 1780s to the X-Craft midget sub-
marines launched against the Tirpitz in 1943.

JFA.

WAR AND WARSHIPS
SEEN WITH

ARTISTS' EYES

TWO fine marine artists bring recent glories and
others only lately past to life in a couple of collec-
tions custom made for the Christmas market.

John Hamilton illustrates The Helicopter Story of the Falk-
lands Campaign (David and Charles £25) with 47 major
works in oils and as many black and white drawings that
evoke the drama of a crucial aspect of the campaign in a
way the war photographers had little opportunity to
convey.

Few deal with the helicopter's aggressive power —
though the Wessex HAS3 of Antrim Flight's attack on the
Argentine submarine Santa Fe is one of the most memora-
ble images. Yet most of the men who fought on land and at
sea remerr'^er the saviours from the sky more for the
courage with which they disregarded their own safety to
bring them succour.

Hamilton, who taring's his artist's eye for essential detail
to the complementary text, observes that the light scale of
casualties sustained owed much to the policy of evacua-
tion by helicopter which contributed "in no small measure
to the remarkably high morale in atrocious conditions" — a
point underlined in the study of one aircraft under heavy
fire on Mount Tumbledown.

Oils are probably better suited to a tale where the accent
is on action. In Armoured Ships (Conway £25) Ian Marshall
uses watercolours to convey the beauty of the leviathans
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries that the static
photography of the era was even less capable of doing
justice - though he brings the story up to date with equal
skill in a view of the USS New Jersey in the Panama Canal
in 1984.

With few exceptions they are seen in a quiet setting, at
anchor or gliding masterfully through placid waters, their
power implicit more in the majesty of their towering super-
strucures than in the weight of their salvoes.

The Russian cruiser Askolk, for example, seen at Bah-
rain in 1902, was the only warship in the world with five
funnels and her appearance in the Emirates — where the
potency of a ship was measured thus — caused a sensa-
tion. Would that she could be deployed there with equal
effect today ...

Neither of these offerings pretends to a finality of schol-
arly erudition — but both are presented with a rich accom-
paniment of anecdote to make them much more than a
feast for the eye. JFA.

LOOKING FOR A NAVAL BOOK?
TRY US FIRST. We are NOT second hand
dealers but have a huge slock of current
Naval titles (many at bargain prices).
Write/ phone (until 9pm-6 days) for our
latest FREE catalogue. We can normally
supply books as reviewed on this page

by return of post.

MARITIME BOOKS
LISKEARD PL14 4EL

TEL: (0579) 43663

The
SAILORS'
CHILDREN'S
SOCIETY

OVER 400 CHILDREN NEED
OUR SUPPORT

We need yours . . .
The SAILORS' CHILDREN'S SOCIETY

has been helping the children of British
Seamen, orphaned or lett in need since 1821,
by means of financial support to widows at

home and through residential care
Lonely aged seafarers or their widows are

card for in residential homes
HELP US TO HELP THEM

DONATIONS, COVENANTS, LEGACIES
GLADLY RECEIVED

THE SAILORS' CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
Newland, Hull HU6 7RJ
Telephone 0482 42331

Palm Her Maiesty Queen E/itabelh Jhe Queen Moltter

BOOKS FOUND
ANY SUBJECT

FREE NO OBLIGATION SERVICE
Discounts for service personnel

JUBILEE BOOKS
203B Locking Road

Weston-Super-Mare, Avon, BS23 3HG
Tel (0934) 633166

NAVAL and MARITIME
BOOKS

BOUGHT AND SOLD
Shop Open 10-4 (Closed Wednesday)

Write for Free Catalogues
FRANK SMITH MARITIME BOOKS
98/100 Heaton Road, Newcastle upon

Tyne NE6 5HL Tel: 091 265 6333

GANGES, the Final Fare-
well." Ideal birthday/surprise present.
Video documentary including all
aspects of GANGES prior to demol-
ishing. NELSON HALL, LAUNDRY
HILL. SICK QUARTERS. COVER-
ED WAYS. GYMNASIUMS.
SFORTSFIELDS. HARBOUR, etc.
One tear-jerking hour of nostalgia.
Produced, directed by JOHN DOUG-
LAS, author "HMS GANGES. Roll
on my dozen!" S.A.E. details: Douglas
House. Boscawetha. Pcnmarth. Carn-
mcnellis. Nr. Redruth. Cornwall.
TR16 6NX.

At Your Leisure 1
THROUGH THE DARK CLOUD
SHINING
WHEN the experience of
war is examined from
the point of view of a sin-
gle community the result
sometimes deserves
more than local interest
— though the current
nostalgia boom is enough
to guarantee a decent
sale.

Keep the Home Fires
Burning (Portsmouth Pub-
l i sh ing and Pr in t ing ,
£12.95) is a case in point,
for it deals with a city
whose role in the events of
1914-18 was crucial — and
sharply focussed by a popu-
lar belief that the Royal
Navy alone would win the
war.

After Jutland the myth of the
Fleet's invincibility was ex-
ploded and it would never
again recover the glow that had
sustained it since Trafalgar.
Portsmouth, the home of HMS
Victory, was its natural shrine
and Gosport civil servant John
Sadden has spent three years
researching how it reacted to
the long-anticipated threat of
the evil Hun.

It makes fascinating reading,
for it contrasts the picture post-
card jingoism of the era with
the stark realities of a hysterical
xenophobia that drove a num-
ber of innocent local business-
men with foreign-sounding
names to suicide — like the na-
val tailor of Polish origin who
hanged himself after "ten
months of worry and persecu-
tion".

Others were pushed to the
last extremity by misguided

Naval reservists — note the moustache — leave Waterloo for Portsmouth in 1914.

young ladies who summarily
awarded the order of the White
Feather to anyone they found
in c iv i l i an a t t i re as they
prowled the Promenade.

Portsmouth's baptism of fire
came with a Zeppelin raid —
the port was third on the ene-
my's hit list after London and
Dover — directed by the lead-
ing airship ace Heinrich Mathy.
The searchlight that blinded
L3l and sent her too high for
accurate bombing shone from
HMS Warrior, then a floating
workshop renamed Vernon III.
So fierce, indeed, was the re-
ception that Mathy would has-
ten to reassure his crew: "Chil-
dren, we will not go anywhere
near Portsmouth again if we

can help it. Give us London
any day!"

This writing — and it is some
of the best Navy News has seen
in the local history genre —
may illumine a small target but

it throws up a wealth of detail
that will be of value to students
of the minutiae of time and
place.

It deserves a wider circula-
tion than it is likely to get. JFA.

WWII: ORIGINS &

HISTORIAN Donald Cameron Watt first felt the drive that would
lead him to write How War Came as an 11-year-old schoolboy in
early September 1939 as he helped his father fill sandbags.

His resolve was set when he read for the first time an account of
the British retreat to Dunkirk. "How could things have been allowed
to go so far?"

The immediate origins of the Second World War, 1938-1939, are
brilliantly and readably illuminated in this 600 page work, winner of
the Wolfson History Prize. Illustrated with black and white photo-
graphs, maps and cartoons of the day, it is available in Mandarin
paperback at £6.99.

Came the War did and with it emerged hosts of heroes. Among
them Sir Douglas Bader, the flying ace who refused to be kept down
by the inconvenience of losing both legs in a flying accident! Fellow
RAF pilot (and relative by marriage) Laddie Lucas gives a fresh and
lively assessment of Sir Douglas in Flying Colours (a Stanley Paul
paperback priced £7.99).

Indomitable courage is also on offer in Alec Le Vernoy's charming
and astonishing biography, Without Drums or Trumpets (Spere
paperbacks £3.99). This Frenchman's wartime experiences included
recruitment by the SAS, escape from the Qranienburg-Sachsenhau-
sen death camp and fighting with the Resistance. Great value.

PROUD TO BE
BRITISH?

JACK
£9.99

/i" x 2'/<" approx)

SPIKE
£10.99

(4W x 2%" approx)

THEN SHOW IT!
PEWTER FINISH BUCKLES

Black/Brown 1'/2" BELTS AVAILABLE EXTRA (S, M. L) STANDARD
LEATHER £4.99. REAL HIDE £7.99

Send cheque or postal order adding 95p UK p&p to: Dept N2612 "Bulldog
Buckle Co.", 10 The Bridge, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1UG, or telephone

(24 hrs)/fax your order.
TEL. (0823) 272652. FAX (0823) 277851

STATING YOUR NAME, CREDIT CARD NO. & EXPIRY DATE.
_ Military Crests, Clubs or Association Buckles available. Details on request. _
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NM Accommodation NN

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.
MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR

Charge r WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST E45
per J WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS £35
person 1 NIGHTLY E8

>• Deposit £10 per person Cheques accepted with bankers card
FLAT WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET EXTRA

Guests, who anticipate a late arrival, should inform the management
(0705-733581)

a.a.e. please giving dates and number
CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581

Hampshire Court Hotel
30 Hampshire Terrace - Portsmouth PO1 2PF
Close to H.M. Dockyard and Barracks, Portsmouth railway and bus stations.
Well appointed rooms with double glazing, full central heating, h&c
handbasins, electric fires, fitted carpets, modern divan beds. Colour
television lounge, own keys, car park. No restrictions. Full English breakfast.

Single rooms with breakfast from £13
Double rooms with breakfast from £24
Double with private shower £25

Telephone Portsmouth 823522

3 CROWNS BEAUFORT HOTEL A
71 Festing Road, Southsea. PO4 ONQ

LUXURY EN-SUITE BEDROOMS
* WINTER BARGAIN B'REAKS *
25% Reduction for Navy News readers for one or more nights B&B

between Dec — March (2 people sharing).

Licensed Bar Car Park Restaurant

D 0705 823707 3

Club
Morice Square

Devonport
Plymouth PL1 4PG

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723
All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members who
may be visiting the Plymouth area.
FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competi-
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions,
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility.
ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT

DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB

55 Clarence Parade, Southsea
PO5 2HX Portsmouth 0705 821815

Car park, licensed bar. AA and RAC
listed. Double and family rooms with toilet
and shower en suite, colour TV and
tea-making facilities. Excellent position for

seafront and entertainments.

Jean and Edward Fry

PLYMOUTH
HOTSPUR GUEST HOUSE

108 North Road East, Plymouth, PL4 SAW
LICENSED

Open all year, close rail, coach and city
centre, central heating, optional evening

meal, own keys. No restrictions
Telephone Joyce and Keith Taylor

on 0752 663928

PLYMOUTH I
OSMOND GUEST HOUSE *

42 PIER STREET, WEST HOE I
(0752) 229705 *

TV & TEA/COFFEE MAKING ALL ROOMS *
COURTESY PICK UP FROM STATIONS,
FOUR POSTER — BED & BREAKFAST —
REASONABLE RATES — SHOWERS —
ETB — EN-SUITE — FULL CENTRAL

HEATING
20 YDS SCAFRONT — OPEN ALL YEAR

PUBLIC CAR PARK M REAP

••••••••••••••••••4

PLYMOUTH
CHESTER GUEST HOUSE

54 STUART ROAD
PENNYCOMEQUICK 0752 663706

* Licensed * Very close to rail. City
centre & bus route HMS Raleigh/
Dockyard and within walking distance of
Dockyard * Colour TV, Tea/Coffee
making facilities all bedrooms, some en
suite * Full CH * Lock-up Parking

TORPOINT
Bethany Cottage, Millbrook

Torpoint, Cornwall, PL10 1BB
B&B, EM on request Situated in village
10 mins. from HMS Raleigh. CH.
tea/coffee making facilities. Special
discount for Naval families and personnel.
Own keys Contact Mavis Bailey

Telephone (0752) 823472

AA PORTSMOUTH

9f •// ̂C/ltim»/on c/iowj

*RAC

95 Victoria Rd North, Southsea
Bright, modern Guest House, pleasant rooms

with CTVs & teamaking. Nightly/weekly.
5 mins. to HM Dockyard, Centres. Ferryport
Tel: Gratan ( Sandra Iibb 6715 823502

Queens
Hotel

FAMILY-RUN HOTEL AND
RESTAVRANT
Close by Rosyth

Only half a mile from main line
railway station

8/12 Church St.
Inverkeithing

Fife (0383) 413075

AUSTIN HOTEL
3 CLARENCE PARADE

SOUTHSEA
Licensed

Welcomes the Royal Navy
All rooms bright and modern

Colour TV in all rooms, central
heating, seafront position. No

restrictions
Discount allowed for Serving

Personnel

Telephone Portsmouth 821785

HARBOUR VIEW
4 Antony Road, Torpoint, Cornwall

TELEPHONE 0752 814705
Close to naval establishments. Cornish

coast and Plymouth
Full central heating, hot and cold all

rooms, tea-making facilities.
Full fire certificate.

ROSYTH ROYAL
SAILORS' RESTS

Ferrytoll Road
(opposite HMS Cochrane)

For Service Personnel
and their Families

Family Suites or Family Bedrooms
En-Suite with Double Bed

H&C, Colour TV in all rooms.
Car Park

Telephone 0383 413770

INVERKEITHING
Boreland Lodge Private Hotel
31-33 Boreland Rd., Inverkeithing
1'/;m Rosyth Dockyard. En-suite
accommodation in 20 comfortable and
modern bedrooms all with Satellite TV

and tea/coffee making facilities.
From £12.50 B&B.

Telephone 0383 413792
FAX 0383 413942

SOUTHSEA
HARMONY GUEST HOUSE

Residential drinks licence • HSC • TV in all rooms •
Comfortable residents lounge • Separate dining room
(licensed) • Close to South Parade Pier and Rock

Gardens • Families and children welcome
Special rates lor RN and RNA

Stella Western, Harmony Guest House,
1la Malvern Read, Southsea P05 2LZ

. (0705) 821696

ARCADE HOTEL
mew* PORTSMOUTH

if 144 Bedrooms all with their own en-suite shower room, TV, telephone, radio and
tea/coffee making facilities if "Le Normandie" Restaurant and Bar

* Within easy walking distance of the town centre and sea front * Car Park

** SPECIAL RATES TO ALL NAVAL PERSONNEL **
£36 single room B&B £46 double room B&B

(Weekends: £25 single room B&B. £35 double room B&B)
THE ARCADE HOTEL Winston Churchill Avenue Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO1 2LX

TELEPHONE (0705) 821992

GLADYERINN
ROSYTH

Easy walking distance yard
Video - Jukebox - Pool - Darts - Live entertainment
PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE

21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates
Telephone 0383 419977

Fax 0383 411728

THE ELMS HOTEL
(Licensed)

«• Victoria Road South, Souths*.
Family run hotel, 5 minutes Iran beach and night
We. B & B. optional E.M. Holiday or short stay.
H'C all rooms, TV lounge, own keys, dose Naval
Base, terries, station, and shops. Open all year.
PADDY AND JOHN (JOE) ERSKINE

(0705)823924

SHROPSHIRE COURT
GUEST HOUSE

33 Granada Road, Southsea
Friendly family run Guest house, 2 mins.
from sea and entertainments. Close to
ferries, naval base, shops, etc. Own keys,

TV lounge, no restrictions, B&B.
Holiday or short stay.

Mrs. Pat Green (0705) 731043

GROSVENOR COURT
Licensed Hotel

Small family hotel with licensed bar,
TV, CH and tea making facilities all

rooms, some en suite
Adjacent to Sea front, Canoe lake
and Pier. Convenient for Dockyard

and Ferryport

BARRIE & MARION LLOYD
Assure you of a warm welcome
37 Granada Road, Southsea

(0705) 821653
Fax: (0705) 754229

PLYMOUTH
THE DENVER

112A North Road East
Plymouth PL4 6AW

Friendly, family run guest house offering
bed and breakfast. Full central heating.
TV lounge, own key, two minutes from

station and city centre.
TELEPHONE 0752 660687

THE THREE TIERS
GUEST HOUSE

PLYMOUTH
41 North Road, East

Your Hosts John & Glenys Saunders
Telephone 0752 228483

Close to city centre railway station and
naval establishments. Own keys, no
restrictions, all rooms have satellite TV,
tea/coffee making facilities and central
heating, open all year, full English

breakfast, opt. evening meal.
Rates from £10.00 per person B&B

BEVERLEY GUEST
HOUSE

SOUTHSEA
12 Craneswater Avenue, Southsea.

Hants PCM OPB
Tel. (0705) 825739

Bed and Breakfast Dinner optional.
Quiet friendly guest house, close to sea
and shops. Colour TV and CH all rooms.

Write or phone for details

THE NEW
SANDRINGHAM

HOTEL
Osborne Road, Southsea

Tel. 0705 826969
Now been refurbished, offering
the most comfortable bedrooms
and surroundings at very

competitive rates.
Wedding receptions/dinner

dances our speciality.

PLYMOUTH, THE HOE. Seafronl
position. Views over Plymouth Sound
and shipping channel. Bed and break-
fast. Colour TV and tea making facili-
ties all rooms. Contact: Anne Grin-
don, Hoe Guest Hoilse, 20 Grand
Parade. 0752 665274.

PLYMOUTH
MORWENNA GUEST HOUSE

112 North Road East
Plymouth PL4 6AW

Close to station, city centre and
polytechnic. All rooms colour TV and
tea making facilities. No restrictions.

Own key.
Margaret and Terry Jones

(0752) 663540

SOUTHSEA
EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE
33 Festing Road, 0705 731001
* Satellite/Colour TV all rooms
* Own keys, no restrictions
* Tea-making all rooms
* Family rooms/en-suite available
if 2 mins. to seafront
* Discount to Service personnel

PLYMOUTH
CARANEAL HOTEL

En suite rooms with a high
standard of service at reasonable
prices. Special week-end breaks

available

H&G Horsfield
12/14 Pier Street

West Hoe. Telephone 663589

ALBATROSS
= Guest House

Open All Year
51 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA

HANTS PO5 2PJ (0705) 828325
Ann and John invite you to their
friendly guest house, car park, fully cen-
trally heated, colour TV and coffee and
tea in all rooms. Close to all entertain-

ments. Own keys.

DUNHEVED
HOTEL
31/33 Beaumont Road
St Judes, Plymouth
Tel (0752) 223696

The Dunheved Hotel is a Victorian
hotel near City Centre & Barbican
Comfortable rooms, en suite available, TV
& Video. Coffee/ Tea-making facilities in
all rooms. All functions catered for.
Large Dining room, comfortable Bar.
Lounge, lock up Car park, large Breakfast
Table d'Hote. A La Carte Menu

Hosts Bob & Sue Brisley
(Owner still serving)

UPPER MOUNT
HOUSE HOTEL

The Vale, Clarendon Road
Southsea

Quiet location ideally situated for
shops, seafront, naval bases etc.
* EN-SUITE
* C.H.

* E.M. OPTIONAL
* TEA/COFFEE FACILITIES
* TV/RADIO IN ROOMS
* BAR
it AMPLE PARKING

Tel: (0705) 820456

MALTA, MELLIEHA, Luxury 2-
bcdroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one
mile from the best beach in Malta and
close to local amenities. Flights can be
arranged. Telephone 081-567 5824.

GOSPORT "CHERRY TREES" 15
Linden Grove, Alverstoke. Family
run guest house. E.T.B. Registered.
English Breakfast. H/C. tea-making.
TV all rooms, children welcome.
Close ferry. HMS Sultan & Dolphin.
Rates £9 per night. Contact Lin or
Steve Cell 0705 521543.

SPAIN — TORREVIEJA. Large
two-bedroomed residential flat, sleeps
4-6, two minutes walk from beach.
Close to all amenities. From £75 per
week. Flights and car hire can be
arranged. Telephone (0705) 551275.

The new CHINA FLEET CLUB —
ROYAL NAVY — HONG KONG
Without doubt the most modern and
comprehensive Royal Navy club in
the world

All serving and ex RN/ RM/ WRNS/
QARRNS ratings through! the world
are eligible to use the club. Room
rates are very competitive. Each
room (38 in number) of first class
hotel quality, contains twin beds, en
suite bathroom, TV, and telephone.

Your local travel agent should be
consulted regarding air fares

For further information please
contact General Manager,
China Fleet Club, Royal Navy,
c/o HMS TAMAFt BFPO 1

PORTSMOUTH ROYAL
SAILORS' HOME CLUB

Queen Street, Portsmouth
The General Manager and Staff wish all
members a very Happy Christmas and
Prosperous New Year, and look forward to

meeting old and new friends in 1991

PLYMOUTH
CAROLYNNE'S GUEST HOUSE

Small homely hotel, 100yds station/city centre
* Colour TV all rooms * Coffee/tea making fac
-*• Own keys — no restrictions if Evening meal optional

B&B FROM ONLY £11

37, Welbeck Avenue, North Road East. Telephone: (0752) 223473

PLYMOUTH
SAINT MALO

LICENSED GUESTHOUSE
All rooms with colour TV. tea/coffee
making facilities and central heating. Bed
and breakfast. Evening meal available.

Close to railway and bus station.
Telephone Delphine James

0752 262961

SOUTHSEA
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE
52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA

Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally
situated for the Naval Base/shopping
centres/Continental Ferry Port/beaches etc.
Own keys, no restrictions. TV lounge, c.h.

Holiday or short breaks
JUNE & TERRY (0705) 832440

PLYMOUTH HOB
ST LAWRENCE OF ST JAMES'S

16 St James Place West
The Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3AT
Friendly, family-run Guest House,
Colour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities,

Showers, own key, no restrictions

Colleen & Larry 0752 671901

ST ANNS SOUTHSEA
17 Malvern Road

ir Family run, licensed GH
Ik- HC, CH & TV all rooms
* B&B. opt eve meal
* Teamaking facilities
ir 2 mins seafront, pier, rock gdns
JEAN COLLICK (0705) 827173

CANTERBURY BELL
GUEST HOUSE

29 St. Simon's Road, Southsea
Friendly tamily-run guest house, near all
entertainment, sea & shops. Central heating,
TV all rooms, tea and coffee making facilities,
own keys, no restrictions. B&B Holiday or

short breaks.
Mrs. Catriona Randall (0705) 826917

PLYMOUTH HOE
FOUR SEASONS

207 Citadel Road, Ttw Hew
Plymouth PL1 2JF

2 minutes walk from historic Barbican
and old harbour. Al rooms free colour
TV, tea and coflee making facilities.
private showers, central heating, own

toys.
Telephone 0752 223591

"Away Days" In Plymouth
Small friendly guest house overlooking the
Hoe and Seafront. A good Bed and 4 course
breakfast, colour TV, tea/coffee facilities, c.h.

From £22 Double. £12 Singles.
Phone for brochure
0752 660675

EDGCUMBE GUEST HOUSE
50 Pier Street. West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3BT

FLORIDA KISSIMMF.K Close to
Disney World Sea World etc. Brand
new luxury bungalow, own pool, air
conditioning, luxury fittings, includ-
ing 3 bedrooms, family room, 2 bath-
rooms. Sleeps 8-10. £350-£400 per
week. Details (0705) 521543.

TORPOINT, CORNWALL
KENIAN GUEST HOUSE
70, WELLINGTON STREET. TELEPHONE 0752 814414
Very reasonable rates. Close to Naval Establishments. Bed and Breakfast
(optional evening meals). H & C , FCH, CTV and tea-making facilities. Fire
certificate. Licensed Bar. Car parking. Visa and Access. Free river trip up the
River Tamar on Waterbus "Plymouth Sound" for a three night stay or more.

HOMELEA HOTEL
18-24 Worthing Road, Southsea

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Completely refurbished, now in final stages

Superb rooms, many with private shower, colour TVs, radio alarms,
tea-making facilities
Bridal suite available

Olde-worlde restaurant and bar. Available for Christmas parlies (up to
100 persons). Wedding receptions our speciality.

Telephone Reservations 0705 826506/730457
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Accommodation NN

THE BERKELEY CONSORTIUM
bOuiHSLA -

combining the u>ry bes/ o/ small Hotels

The The
Seacrest Hotel Westfield Ha" Hotel
(0705; 733192 (0705) 826971

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
20% Discount 2 nights B & B

fot \avy News readers (November — April)

* RAC

AA

*

IMPERIAL HOTEL
RAGPLYMOUTH HOE

LOCKYER STREET, PLYMOUTH PL1 2QD
Telephone (0752) 227311

THE IMPERIAL HOTEL is an elegant Victorian building situated between the
famous Hoe, City Centre and the Barbican (old town).

Sympathetically modernised with 22 bedrooms — 16 en-suite (5 on ground floor) :
Colour TV, Radios, Direct-Dial Telephones, Tea/Coffee-making facilities in all rooms
: Spacious Dining Room, Sitting Room and nautical flavour cocktail bar. Large Car
Parks. Personal Service from the Resident Proprietors enables Alan (a master
mariner) and his wife Prue to extend a warm welcome and offer a 10% accommodation

discount.
Please telephone or write for brochure to: Lt. (dr . Alan K. Jones, R.N.R. (Ret'd.)

Kingsdown Hotel
59-61 HAROLD RD, CLIFTONVILLE, KENT.

Thanet Council Clean Food Award Winner 1990
Family run, close to sea, shops & entertainments. All rooms tea/coffee
facilities, some en-suite. Croups wejcome, w/e and mid-week breaks.
Day trips to Continent arranged. Tariff/brochure o/r. Discounts to RNA

& RBL members. No restrictions.

TEL (0843) 221672. JIM & IVY WILLIAMS

BROWN BEAR
DEVONPORT PLYMOUTH (0752) 564663

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Service personnel always welcome

Good value lunchtime bar meals & snacks
Real ale from the cask — Happy hour during the week

Car park
Restaurant/Function Room

Weddings, Engagements, Mess Parties & other functions catered
for at competitive rates

Warm & friendly atmosphere — Come & Join Us

Cornwall
BREAGE Nr. HELSTON

HILLSDALE HOTEL
Bar, games room, T.V. lounge, all

rooms en-suite. Menu breakfast and
dinner. Child FREE Offer and
reductions. Some senior citizen
reductions. Well behaved dogs

welcome. B.B.E.D. from £120 weekly
(0736) 763334 or (0702) 616293

FOR SALE
GOSPORT STUDIO

FLAT
£34,500

Bright, south facing, economical
All kitchen fitments, carpets,

curtains, units included.

(0705) 526686 after 6pm.

PLYMOUTH

THE GRAND HOTEL
ACCOMMODATION

For Graduation Day, Passing Out Parades, or Simply Visiting Relatives . . .

ACCOMMODATION AND FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST
£20.00 per person in a double/twin £25.00 per person in a single

The above SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATES are offered from
Thursday-Sunday inclusive tor one night or more

Built in 1879. the privately owned Grand Hotel retains many of the original Victorian architectural
details typical of the period. Conveniently situated on Plymouth Hoe. with 76 en-suite bedrooms, it
is a comfortable base to visit your relatives. PRIVATE FUNCTIONS — We also cater for 21st

Birthdays. Engagements and Weddings for a maximum of 120 people
Why not take advantage and give Janet Powell a ring on (0752) 661195

Or write to: Grand Hotel, FREEPOST, PLYMOUTH PL1 1BR

CHINA FLEET COUNTRY
CLUB — CORNWALL
Opening May 1991

Free membership for all serving non
commissioned officers and ratings of
RN, RM, WRNS and QARNNS, plus
their spouses and children under 18.
All others may apply for Associate,
Weekday or Temporary Membership.
Preference will be given to ex ratings
and serving or ex officers.

There are still vacancies

for self catering cottages

on the site during 1991.

For application forms
and enquiries:

CFCC, Raleigh Block,
HMS DRAKE,

HM Naval Base,
Devonport PL2 2BG

Tel (0752) 607085
or 555372

Education
ST GEORGE'S
SCHOOL
(Independent Boarding and Day School) for Boys and Girls

The Hall, Gt. Finborough,

Stowmarket, Suffolk
* Continuous education 7 to 18 years
* Entry possible at any age
* All staff fully qualified, mainly graduates
* GCSE/A level courses
* Small classes
if Traditional values and disciplinary standards
* Good family atmosphere
+ Sensible uniform — reasonably priced
* "xtensive grounds and playing fields
* Combined Cadet Force
* Fully inclusive fees — 90% covered by BSA

Apply for prospectus:
The Admissions Officer, The Halt, Gt. Finborough, Stowmarket,

Suffolk, Stowmarket (0449) 674479

NEWLANDS SCHOOL (S)
SEAFORD, EAST SUSSEX

The Preparatory (7-13+) The Manor (13-18)
Fully Co-educational.
Both Schools on one campus.
Large Services connection with appropriate fees discount.
Traditional discipline and homely atmosphere.
High academic standard to Common Entrance, GCSE, 'A' Levels and
University Entrance.
The Schools are up-to-date with the demands of the National Curriculum.
Computer Studies, CDT and Home Economics.
Support Learning Unit for Remedial Teaching. Dyslexia and EFL
Strength in instrumental music and choirs.
Coaching in all major sports.
Large indoor heated swimming pool. .22 indoor Rifle Range.
TRAVEL. Escorts to Gatwick. Heathrow and Luton Airports, London
(Victoria). Coach to Southsea (via south coast road) and Aldershot.

Further information from:
PREPARATORY Roger C. Clark, BA, MA(Ed), Headmaster.
THE MANOR Brian F. Underwood, MA, Dip.Ed.(Oxon)

Telephones

PREPARATORY (0323) 892334 THE MANOR (0323) 890309

Upper Chine School
Headmistress: Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD

SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT
Independent G.S.A. Boarding and Day School for Girls from 3-18 years

Many girls from naval families. Pupil/staff ratio 8:1
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries, drama and musk: awards available

For a free prospectus write or telephone (0983) 862208/864822

WELLINGTON SCHOOL
CARLETON TURRETS,

AYR KA7 2XH
Founded 1849

The leading independent girls' boarding and

day school in the West of Scotland. Excellent

academic reputation, a caring environment,

many extra curricular activities.

Further details and prospectus can be obtained

from

The Headmistress (0292) 269321

OAKWOOD SCHOOL
IAPS Preparatory School for

boys and girls (7-13)
Pre-Prep. Deprtment for boys

and girls (3-7)

if The School is set in beautiful grounds, 2'/2 miles west of
Chichester

* Modem facilities, a new Music Hall

* C.D.T. Studio
ir A sound academic education incorporating the National

Curriculum
* Small classes — highly qualified staff

* Discount for Service families

ENQUIRIES TO:

The School Secretary, Oakwood School, Chichester,
West Sussex PO18 9AN. Tel 0243 575209

THE MINSTER SCHOOL
SOUTHWELL, NOTTS.

(Comprehensive, C. of E. Voluntary Aided)

BOARDING FOR BOYS & GIRLS
Applications are invited for boarding places at this historic school which offers a full range of
courses for pupils aged 11-18. Boys may be admitted from age eight if musically gifted.
Excellent sports facilities. Strong Sixth Form with sound "A" level record. Tuition Free.

Details and Prospectus from: HEADMASTER Telephone SOUTHWELL (0636) 814000

EMBLEY PARK SCHOOL
Romsey, Hampshire SO51 6ZE — Telephone (0794) 512206

INDEPENDENT BOYS' SCHOOL
FOR BOARDERS AND DAY BOYS Aged 11-18

Good general education in small friendly school.
Good facilities for sport and Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme.

Some Service Bursaries available.
For prospectus apply to the Headmaster

WARMINSTER SCHOOL
KEEPS THE FAMILY TOGETHER

CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY AND

BOARDING

Junior School 5-12 years 175 pupils

Senior School 12-18 years 325 pupils

SIXTH FORM ENTRY AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Some bursaries available

Caring atmosphere. High quality staff and facilities
Prospectus and further details from:

The Master Telephone
WARMINSTER SCHOOL Warminster

Warminster Wiltshire BA12 8PJ (0985) 213038

BOARDING SCHOOL
for boys and girls aged 8-16

Service children very welcome and very well looked after
by understanding and committed house parents.

Excellent food and boarding accommodation.

Excellent school results. Excellent sports facilities.

For prospectus apply to the
Headmaster, Our Lady and St John School

Beach Road, Hayling Island PO11 OAD
Telephone (0705) 463759

MICKLEFIELD SCHOOL
Seaford, East Sussex BN25 4LP

Telephone 0323 892457
Independent Girls' School Member of I.S.I.S. & C.S.A.

if Full boarding if Good academic record.

* Weekly boarding GCSE & A level

if Generous Service Bursaries
A coach operates between Portsmouth and the school

LOMOND
SCHOOL
HELENSBURGH

DUNBARTONSHIRE

Lomond provides an outstanding all-through education for boys and
girls aged 3-18 years. A high pupil teacher ratio (8.5:1) and a class
size generally held to a maximum of 20 ensures that there are

excellent academic results.
Over seventy extra-curricular activities take place weekly to
complement high quality music, drama and sporting achievements.
A well qualified, motivated staff ensures that the individual can
flourish in this positive, friendly school. Boarding facilities for boys

and girls are first class. Service bursaries are available.
Should you wish to make an appointment you will be made most

welcome or send for a Prospectus to:

Mr. A. D. Macdonald MA (Cantab)
Headmaster

LOMOND SCHOOL
10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh

Dunbartonshire G84 9JX or telephone (0436) 72476

Wilton House School
Battle, Hastings .East Sussex TN33 9BS. 0424 83234

Co-educational boarding and day school
Head office and senior school: Catsfield Place, Battle.

GCSE -A' Levels 13-18 years
Junior school: Broomham. Guestling, Hastings. 5-13 years.

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged when required.
Computer workshop, swimming pools, tennis courts, games fields and
horse riding. Escort services to and from airports. Special terms for

Service children additional to Service grants.
Established since 1954. Apply: The Principal at head office

THE SCHOOL OF
ST CLARE

PENZANCE TR18 4JR
A Gills' School of the Woodard Corporation with a full}

Co-Educational Junior School

Boys 3-13 Girls 3-18
Full boarding and weekly boarding lor boys and girts can begin at 8 years

of age.

Wide choice of GCSE and A-level subjects, together with a number of
secretarial courses.

The school is set in beautiful grounds, overlooking Mount's Bay, and provides ample
opportunity for a wide range of extra curncular activities and sports. Full advantage is
taken of the surrounding countryside and coastline. Girts over 14 are encouraged to

participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.
There is a strong emphasis on music, drama, and dance. Girls with parents overseas

most welcome. Weekly boarding possible for children from RNAS CuWrose.

10% REDUCTION FOR CHILDREN OF SERVICE PERSONNEL
ProepectiM from the He«dnmt»r, tan Halford, M.A. (Oxon)

PENZANCE 63271
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At Your Service

HMS Viking and Varne: The crews of the
wartime submarines are requested to get in
touch with Mr. Dick Duffield. Balmacara. 38
Station Road, Broxburn EH52 5QX with
view to a reunion.

HMS Devonshire (1973-77): Those who
wish to attend a reunion at HMS Phoenix on
February 23, contact Charlie Moss (0795-
473016) or B. Brown (0705-750532).

HMS Gossamer: Following a successful
second reunion an association has been
formed and seeks ex-shipmates of the Gos-
samer and of other ships of North Russia
days. They should contact Mr. E. J. Morris.
40A Edwards Road, Whitley Bay, Tyne and
Wear (091 252 2540).

HM Ships Zulu, Sikh and Croome: The
second reunion, held at Plymouth, was a
great success Would New Zealand ship-
mates who have photographs of grave-
stones contact Mr. Tom Cox, 239 Linketty
Lane. Crownhill, Plymouth PL6 5JY.

Lascaris (Malta) Comms Assn: The suc-
cess of the first reunion, held at HMS Dry-
ad, and attended by 41 ex-Wrens and 33
ex-RN personnel has given rise to a second
reunion to be held on Sept 28,1991 with the
possibility of the 1992 reunion being held in
Malta. Details from: Terry Parker. 54c Cher-
iton Road, Folkestone. Kent CT2f 1DD.

Anson Div (1940-44) HMS Caledonia:
The golden jubilee reunion, held at Ports-
mouth, was attended by 33 ex-Ansons,
many meeting for the first time since Pass-
ing Out in 1944. Of the original 72 Ansons
(1940-44), 54 have been traced. Will those
not contacted get in touch with Mr. Dan
Cole. 48 Clive Grove. Portchester, Hants
PO16 9RR.

Assn ot Wrens: A reunion of over 3,000
members of the association was held at
Wembley on Sept 1. The guest of honour
was the Second Sea Lord. Admiral Sir Brian
Brown, who was welcomed by the presi-
dent. Dame Marion Kettlewell. The reunion
was also attended by representatives of the
Netherlands Assn of Wrens. American
Waves. Polish ex-Wrens and Cdr. Elizabeth
Moss Westeng of the Royal Norwegian
Navy.

HMS Leander: The eighth reunion will be
held at Hartshorne. near Burton-on-Trent.
on April 13 to which ex-ship's companies
from 1936 to 1987 are welcome. Further
details from: Mick Bugden. 7 Wordsworth
Ave. Swadlincote. Burton-on-Trent, Staffs.

Greece and Kalimata Beaches (1941).
The Royal British Legion is willing to
arrange a trip to Greece in 1991 to mark the
50th anniversary of the evacuation. Those
interested contact: Mr. Edwin Horlington,
163 Walton Road, Walton on Naze. Essex
CO14 8NE.

HMS Matchless (1942-46): The fifth reun-
ion will be held at the Victory Services Club,
London, on May 18. Details from: Mr. J.
Horton, 16 Mansfield Gardens. Hornchurch,
Essex RM12 4NL.

TS Arethusa: A visit is being arranged to
go on board the Peking, in New York over
weekend April 5 to 9. Further details from
D Newell, 5 Glebe Road. Didcot. Oxon.

HMS Ajax (1963-65): A first "informal"
reunion will be held at the Keppel's Head.
The Hard. Portsmouth on the evening of
May 18. Further details from Peter Lee, 7
Field Close, Grafham. Huntingdon, Cambs
PE18 DAY. enclosing stamped addressed
envelope.

HMS Duke (Malvern) 1941-46: To mark
the 50th anniversary of the training estab-
lishment a reunion will be held at Malvern.
11 to 14 April. Those interested contact
Philip F. Brown, 10 Ranfurley Road, Sutton.
Surrey SMt 3JB.

HMS Tormentor (1940-46) On the 47th
anniversary of landing craft sailing to Nor-
mandy, a reunion will be held at the Rising
Sun. Warsash to which all former members
of the ship's company, all ranks and Wrens

Reunions
are invited. Further details from: Rhona
Moody (tel 048-957 5494) or Kenneth Scott
(0463-232261).

The Russian Convoy Club, East Anglian
branch Christmas lunch, followed by quar-
terly meeting, will be held at the Bramston
Sports Centre, Witham, Essex, on Decem-
ber 15, at 11 .30am — lunch, 12.30 followed
by meeting at 2pm. Names for lunch to Mr.
G. P. Ward. 15 Peterhouse Crescent.
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4HZ.

HMS Arethusa Assn: If you served in
either of the last two Arethusas (1935-50
and 1965-1989), contact Mr. Tom Sawyer, 4
Victoria Road. Wood Lane. Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 OAA.

HMS Ceylon (1950-52): A reunion will be
held at the Home Club, Portsmouth, on
March 30. Those interested contact:
"Sticks" R. Pratt, 33 Swarraton Road,
Havant. Hants PO9 2HH.

HMS Cabbala (Cressey and Gosling):
Due to unforseen circumstances the April
1991 reunion has been cancelled. As many
without transport have problems reaching
Lowton, another venue, e.g. the Union Jack
Club. London, may be considered. Opinions
please to Mrs. J. Wilcock. 37 Henry Ver-
none Court, Pier Street, Hull HU1 1UZ.

Plymouth Area WRNS (1948-52): Wrens
who served in the RN Barracks, Devonport,
or the RM Barracks. Stonehouse and other
Plymouth bases, interested in a reunion in
the Plymouth area, contact: Mrs. G. White
(nee Addie), Oakleigh, Woodlands, Dous-
land. Yelverton. Devon.

HMS York (1941): To mark the 50th anni-
versary of the loss of the York, a reunion
will be held in York over weekend March
23/24. There will be a service in York Min-
ster for the laying up of the ship's ensign,
recently recovered form German hands.
Details form: Mr. Bill (Pusser) Hill, 13 Cross-
moor Drive, Tong Moor, Bolton BL2 2EX.

Art APPS HMS Fisgard (1968): Former
artificer apprentices who joined Fisgard,
summer term 1968. interested in a reunion
contact: Mr. Joe Bannister, 17 Cotswold
Avenue. Pemberton, Wigan WN5 8JZ.

The Humber Naval Enthusiasts meet on
the third Tuesday, at the Mission of Sea-

Calling Old Shipmates
men. Flying Angel Club, 900 Hedon Road,
Hull and hold a "yarn and jar" evening on
the first Tuesday, at 1945 hours, to which
new enthusiasts are welcome. Details from
Jim (tel. Hull 26738) or Ben (tel. Hull
834155).

Fleet Air Arm Assn (Isle of Wight branch):
Members meet on the fourth Tuesday, at
the Conservative Club. Lind Street. Ryde, at
20.00 hrs. The branch annual dinner will be
held on Jan 22. For details contact Mr. G.
Herkes, 25 Pondwell Close. Ryde, IOW
PO33 1QD.

HMS Bulwark Assn: The 11th annual
general meeting and Spring dance will be
held on Southsea Pier on April 13. Further
details from: Mr. N.E.D. Parkinson, 15
Ridgeway Close. Paulsgrove, Portsmouth
PO6 4LT.

LST Club: The first reunion of former
shipmates was held at the Falcon Hotel,
Stratford-on-Avon. Details of club and next
reunion from: Mr. C.W. Maxwell, 45 New
Road, Water Orton. Birmingham, B46 1QP.

Fleet Air Arm Assn: Following its inaugu-
ration in Sept 1989, the new Essex branch
held its first annual general meeting on Sept
13, and was attended by 28 members, who
meet at 8pm on the second Thursday at
Braintree RNA Club. A welcome is extend-
ed to new recruits who should contact: Mr.
George Mead, 62 Friern Gardens. Wickford.
Essex SS12 OHD

HMS Bullen (K469): The third reunion will
take place at St Edmunds Hotel, Gorleston,
Gt Yarmouth, on April 27, dinner at 6.30pm,
overnight accommodation available.
Members not already in touch contact: Mr.
C.W. Bilverstone, 31 Sands Lane. Oulton
Broad. Lowestoft NR32 3ER.

HMS Euryalus Assn: The second annual
dinner and reunion, held at Portsmouth,
was attended by 150 members. For details
of next reunion contact Mr. George Dixon,
68 Portlock Drive, Bransholme, Hull HU7
4HZ.

HMS Sparton: A reunion will be held in
Birmingham on Jan 26. for survivors of the
Sparton. sunk on Jan 29, 1944. Further de-
tails from: Mr. G.R. Smith. 6 Shardlow
Road, Wigston, Leicester.

FIFTY YEARS ON
A look-back at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy, half a
century ago this month.
ANOTHER bad month for merchant shipping losses. Eighty-two ships,
totalling 350,000 tons, were sunk, most by submarines although ocean
raiders and E-boats took their toll. No German U-boats were sunk, and
only two Italian submarines.

General Wavell's army of the Nile was advancing against the Italians in
North Africa and the Yangste gunboats gave good support bombarding
Italian positions on the coast. Naval bomb and mine disposal teams were
kept very busy by the Blitz and were awarded six George Crosses this
month.

Principal events included:
2: AMC Forfar sunk in Western Ap-

proaches by U99.
5: Inconclusive action between AMC Car-

narvon Castle and German raider Thor.
12: HM ships Aphis, Ladybird and Terror

bombarded Italian positions on the North
African coast.

14: Swordfish of 830 Sqdn., based
ashore in Malta, bombed Tripoli. HM ships
Hereward and Hyperion sank Italian subma-
rine off Bardia.

Traditional full colour hand painted 7" x 6" hardwood base

As manufacturers dealing direct, we are highly
recommended throughout the U.K. by R.N.A. branches,
Armed Forces etc. Available for any Club, School,
Association, R.N. Ships etc. R.N.A plaque £9.95 incl. (U.K.)

M.A. BOARDLEY, 3 BENNINGHOLME GRANGE,
BENNINGHOLME,

SKIRLAUGH, HULL, HU11 5EF. Tel (0964) 562633

REMEMBER THE GOOD OLD NAVY

• AN ORIGINAL PRESENT. A mounted and framed photograph of your old ship
printed from an original large format negative (excellent quality) to enhance your
hall, lounge, bar. den. etc.

• We have been photographing ships of all nationalities and types from the early
1920's to the present day. including R.F.A.'s. R.M.A.S., R.N.V.R. and P.A.S.

• Fill in the name of your ship and the year(s) you were on board (see box below)
and we are 95% certain we can supply you with a keepsake that will be treasured
for years to come.

0 A 12" x 7" hand-printed photograph mounted on a special 14" x 10" mount
complete with black cushion (%" ebony moulding) 14" x 10" frame with glass
ready for hanging or free-standing. £24.95 each inclusive of VAT and Post.

• Captions heat embossed in gold script can be printed underneath — please add
£4.00 per photograph

• We were not in business from 1939-1945 but can usually supply a photograph
taken immediately before or after this period.

0 Delivery approximately 14 days from receipt of your order.
PLEASE PRINT NAME OF SHIP AND DATE £24.95

Caption(s) required | | TOTAL | |

WRIGHT & LOGAN (E«. 1924
20 Queen Street, Portsmouth PO1 3HL. Tel: (0705) 829555

Telephone your order in with credit card number

15: HM submarine Thunderbolt (ex-HM
submarine Thetis) sank Italian submarine in
Bay of Biscay.

18: HM submarine Triton sunk by Italian
destroyer in Adriatic. Swordfish of 815 and
819 Squadrons (Illustrious) bombed
Stampalia

20: Lieut.-Cdr. Ryan, Sub-Lieut. Danck-
werts and CPO Ellingworth awarded GC for
bomb disposal.

21: Swordfish of 815 and 819 Squadrons
(Illustrious) sank two ships of Italian convoy
off Tunisia.

25: HM ships Berwick and Bonaventure,
escorting a convoy in the Atlantic, drive off
attack by Admiral Hipper.

27: Lieut. Armitage RNVR, Sub-Lieut.
Moore RNVR and Sub-Lieut. Babington
awarded GC for bomb disposal.

Taken from The Royal Navy Day by Day.

Hermione
heads for
the north
WHILE the frigate HMS

Hermione was undergoing
maintenance her commanding
officer, Capt. Andrew Ritchie,
did a whistle-stop tour of the
ship's affiliated organisations.

He was flown north to visit
Uppingham School and Sed-
bergh School and finally met
the new Mayor of Kendal, of
the ship's affiliated town.

In Kendal Capt. Richie visit-
ed Barnardos Green House, a
home for handicapped children
which is supported by the Her-
mione.

The ship raised £700 during
the summer to buy a bouncy
castle for the school and five
members of the ship's company
gave their time to build a rope
obstacle course for the chil-
dren.

What a gas
PORTSMOUTH Naval
Base has won the Bri-
tish Gas energy effi-
ciency award for the
Royal Navy.

HMS Valiant (1966): Those who commis-
sioned the Valiant and are interested in a
reunion, contact: Mr. Dave Yeomans (tel.
051-573-5538).

Submarine Old Comrades' Assn: Ex-RN
submariners now living in other EEC coun-
tries contact; Mr. Maurice Perratt, secretary
SOCA, 95 Lower Derby Road. Stamshaw,
Portsmouth, Hants P02 BEX.

HMS Drake: Mr. George Murray, 84
Green Road, Stubbington, Fareham. Hants.
PO14 2HB. would like to hear from old
mates of the Officers Cooks Mess, es-
pecially Taff Morgan, Wally Duddington,
Brum Gould and faff Strong.

HMS Nabaron (MONAB 4, Units MSR4-
6): Final call for proposed reunion in early
1991. For details write to: Mr. H. Bannister,
57 Kennel Lane, Feltham, Leatherhead,
Surrey, KT22 9PQ, or to Mr A. A. Fox, 4
Highfield Ave., Chesterfield. Derbys. S41
7AX. Stamped addressed envelope would
be appreciated.

HMS Weston, 24th LCT Flotilla and
LCG(18): Mr. W. Billows. 69 Ivy Road. St
Denys. Southampton, would be pleased to
hear from old shipmates.

HMS Ukussa: Mr. R. Sygrove. 158 Pal-
merston Road. South Stifford, Nr. Grays.
Essex. RM16 1YP. wants to contact ex-
MMe Eric Lawes, who served with him at
Katurcarunda, Sri Lanka (Ceylon), 1943-45.

HMS Shropshire and HMAMC Aplenor:
Mr. J. T. Kelly, 9, Rye Close, Seaford. East
Sussex BN25 3SU requests loan of nega-
tives or prints giving a broadside view of the
Shropshire after Chatham re-fit 1941-42. He
also wants a broadside view of the Antenor
as an AMC.

Operation Pedestal: To mark the 50th
anniversary of the action which saved
Malta, it is hoped to arrange a possible
cruise in the area for survivors and those
members of the Services who took part in
the seige of Malta. With this in mind an
approach has been made to Canberra
Cruises Ltd., and a cruise may be arranged
depending on the response. II interested
write, enclosing stamped addressed enve-

HM Ships Montclare and Ceylon: Mr.
Terry 0 Sullivan. 4 Hopetoun Street. Oak
Flats. New South Wales 2529. Australia, will
be attending a reunion at the Royal Sailors'
Home Club, Portsmouth on March 30, and
would be delighted to meet up with old ship-
mates of the Ceylon who served during the
Korean hostilities.

RFA Empire Salvage: Mr. G. W. Barcock.
Flat 6. Grange Close. Burton-on-Trent.
Staffs, would be pleased to hear from old
shipmates, especially LS Alt Haworth of Ba-
cup. Lanes, who served with the East Indies
and Pacific Fleets, based at Trimcomalee,
1943-46.

HM Ships Vemon, Wivem and Zetland
(1940-43): Mr. A. E. Duggan, 15 Newbroke
Road, Gosport, Hants PO13 9UJ, who
served as a torpedoman at Vernon 1940-41.
would like news of Eddie Grummitt and
Wally Hatch and others of the degaussing
party, also shipmates of the Wivern, North
African landings and he would also like to
hear from Horace Trott, of the Zetland

Cable Layer Barge and LCH 248: Mr. F.
T. Pegg, 68 Sinfin Ave, Shelton Lock. Derby
DE2 9EZ wants to contact old shipmates of
the cable layer barge. Normandy Landing
1944 and of the LCH 248 (1944-46) SEAC.
Far East.

France and German Star Veterans Assn:
Those who served in north west Europe.

Over to You
lope, to: Mr. L. McDonald. 37 Edmund
Road. Southsea, Hants PO4 DLL.

Chick Henderson: If anyone knew Sub-
Lieut. Henderson Rowntree RNVR, better
known as Chick Henderson, vocalist with
Joe Loss Band before the Second World
War. who was based (circa 1944) at the
Royal Pier Hotel (RNB Officers Mess over-
flow barracks), please contact Mr. Ains-
worth (tel. 0705 670022).

LST Crewmen: If any LST crewmen re-
member evacuating Dutch internees, held
prisoner by the Japanese, from the Dutch
East Indies at the end of 1945, contact Mr.
C. W. Maxwell. 45 New Road. Water Orton,
Birmingham B46 1QP.

June 1944 to May 1945, whether RN. RM,
Army or RAF personnel, are invited to join
the association, details of which can be ob-
tained from Mr. Leslie Parkinspn, 130 Cran-
field Road. Marus Bridge, Wigan, Lanes.

HMS Durban (1939-41): Mr. Ron Lewis,
Smithy Farm. Sealand, Deeside, Clwyd CHS
2LQ, would be pleased to hear from old
shipmates of the China Station, especially,
of No.9 Mess including Charlie Plumley, Er-
nie Timms, Billy Joseph and PO Morse.

LCT 1096: Mr. C. Hudson, 37 Hall Hays
Road. Shard End, Birmingham B34 7LN,
would be pleased to hear from old ship-
mates, especially the Stokers Mess.

HMS Antelope (1941-44): Mr. J. Walker,
6 Jago Close, Plumstead Common, London
SE18 T2Y, would like to get in touch with
former STO Sid "Tug" Wilson, who lived at
7 New Street, Bloxwich, Birmingham or any
other old shipmates.

HMS Sirius (1947): Mr. John D. Wheatley.
who served in the Sirius and was de-
mobbed in 1947. is due to retire from the
firm of Price Waterhouse. Chartered Ac-
countants. A friend of his says he never
stops talking about his Navy days and it
would give him the biggest surprise of his
life to hear from any of his old shipmates.
Mr. "Tiny" Wheatley can be contacted at
808 Spring Bank West. Hull HU5 SAB (tel.
Hull 52302).

HMS Hydra (1916): Mr Don Ritchie. 66
Layfield Road. Gillingham, Kent, ME7 2QZ,
would be pleased to hear from anyone who
knew his uncle, ex-AB Archibald George
Ritchie, who retired from the Navy in 1946
and who served in the Hydra. Mr. Ritchie is
the son of George Robert Ritchie, who
served from 1914 until 1930.

British Army Motoring Assn (BAMA) is
promoting a competitive motor sports event
on Jan. 5/6 to which RN and RM Motor
Sports Assn are invited. The event will con-
sist of a series of off road tests on military
land in the Longmoor area. For details send
self-address envelope (AS size, stamped) to
Capt. B. R. Stevens RAOC(V). 93 Ordnance
Company RAOC(V). TA Centre. Peronne
Close. Hilsea, Portsmouth PO3 5LG.

Pictured spreading the rotors of the Avenger's Lynx before Sea Days are, from left, AEM Dave
Bumell, AEA Dave Budreaux, AEM(R) Stu Reid and PO(AEA) Paul Hobbs.

Avenger's first
in the Falklands

AFTER a six-month extended deployment in the South
covered over 32,000 miles, the Type 21 frigate, HMS
Devonport.

En route to the Falklands the
Avenger visited Gibraltar, Ma-
deira, Dakar and Ascension Is-
land and was the first British
ship nominated to assist with
Operation Eldorado, the
planned evacuation of Liberia.

Routine patrolling in the
South Atlantic was broken
when the Avenger organised
the first Combined British

Forces Falkland Islands Sea
Days involving all naval, RFA
units, and civilian aircraft.

HM submarine Opossum,
along with HM ships Avenger
and Leeds Castle, and the
RFA's Diligence and Gold
Rover, sailed with 500 military
and civilian guests embarked
during the two day operation.

Sea Cadets from the recently

SEA CADETS
AT THE HELM

TWELVE naval cadets from Sedbergh School's Combined Ca-
det Force had a session of practical sea training in the Forth
Estuary on board HMS Biter.

Under the watchful eye of CPO Eric Churcher RNR, cadets
Mark Kitson and Andrew Forbes were given the opportunity to
drive the vessel down the river.

HMS Biter, an Archer class fast patrol boat under the com-
mand of Lieut. Robert Humphries, is providing sea training for
school sea cadets.

The Portsmouth-based vessel is on loan to Rosyth to cater
for schools in Scotland and the North of England.

Atlantic, during which she
Avenger, has returned to

formed unit at Port Stanley, TS
Pursuivant, were invited on
board and on return to Mare
Harbour the Avenger's com-
manding officer, Cdr. Jamie
Miller, presented both the Sea
Cadets and the RNA wi th
framed photographs and crests.

The frigate also participated
in Liberation Day celebrations
in Stanley and visited Fox Bay,
in the West Falklands, exactly
eight years after she had accept-
ed the surrender of the Argen-
tinian garrison based there.

On departing the Falklands
the Avenger sailed to Montevi-
deo and Rio de Janeiro and
after a relaxing visit to Barba-
dos completed anti-drugs oper-
ations with US coastguards.

Families and friends were on
on hand to welcome the ship
when she arrived for a ten day
visit to Tampa, in Florida, after
which she then made her way
home via Bermuda and the
Azores.

0 HMS Avenger has been
awarded the Ferranti Opera-
tional Efficiency Prize for
1990.
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Three of a kind
HMS Norfolk, right, the first of the Type 23 frigates, is pictured
leaving Yarrow Shipbuilders on the Clyde after completion of a
modification contract following her first year in service.

Also pictured, left, is HMS Lancaster, launched by The
Queen in May this year and centre, HMS Argyll, working up for
completion in March 1991.

bows out
DURING her last few weeks before paying off from RN service last month the
Seabed Operations vessel, HMS Challenger, sailed to the Portland exercise
areas where she confirmed her saturation diving capability with'two satura-
tion dives.

i It's lobster on the menu for Capt. Mark Masterman thanks to Chief Diver Eddie Kerr.

The 7,000 tonne ship hovered in a dynamic
moor for almost 10 days holding perfect sta-
tion over the dive site in winds gusting up to
40 knots with tidal streams of over 2 knots.

On completion of the dives the Challenger's
commanding officer, Capt. Mark Masterman,
was presented with a special bounty recov-
ered by WO Mo Crang from the wreck of the
SS Salset — a 4lb. lobster which was offered
to Capt. Masterman by Chief Diver Eddie Kerr.

Resistance escape
The ship then sailed from Portland — with

divers from the second saturation dive still
decompressing — to Douamanez, in north-
west France, where members of the ship's
company joined the Mayor and Town Clerk of
their affiliated town, Falmouth, in celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the first Free French
resistance fighters escaping from Douarnanez
to Falmouth.

After a busv round of civic receptions and

runs ashore HMS Challenger sailed from Fal-
mouth with the Mayor and Town Clerk em-
barked and the wardroom celebrated Trafal-
gar night at sea in fine tradition.

On arrival in Falmouth the ship's company
enjoyed a hectic programme of sporting
events — football matches were played
against a team of local firemen and RN air
station Culdrose, but golfing honours were not
retained when PO Tim Sizer lost a challenge
from the owner of Falmouth Golf Club — his
father, Mr. Derek Sizer — over a round of golf.

Darts and pool matches were held at the
ship's adopted pub, The Grapes Inn, and after
welcoming Sea Cadets from TS Kitchens on
board, HMS Challenger rounded off her visit to
Falmouth with a civic call and a tree-planting
ceremony.

With her Paying Off pennant flying she then
sailed to Portsmouth where CINCFLEET Ad-
miral Sir Benjamin Bathurst joined the ship to
see her put through her paces in an overnight
seabed operation in the eastern approaches

vr

• Almost a hole in one for PO Tim Sizer and his father, Mr.
Derek Sizer.

LIFE ASSURANCE
Pioneer Mutual wishes to announce to all Policyholders that our Life
Assurance policies are not affected by service in the Gulf.

EXISTING POLICYHOLDERS
Once issued, and provided that your policy is in force and all premiums
paid up to date, the benefits provided by your Life Assurance are
world-wide and unrestricted within the terms set out in the Schedule and
therefore cover you anywhere in the world - which, of course, includes the
Gulf.

NEW POLICIES TAKEN OUT DURING THE GULF SITUATION
Pioneer Mutual continues to offer Life Assurance protection to Service
personnel. However, an additional premium is currently being charged in
respect of new policies for Service Personnel who are serving or might be
required to serve in the Gulf.

ARMED FORCES FAMILY PROTECTION PLUS PLANS
Pioneer Mutual's Armed Forces Family Protection Plus Plans (which are
underwritten by CIGNA Insurance Company of Europe), taken out before the
Gulf situation arose, continue to be renewed without change i.e. your
policy benefits remain unaltered. Unfortunately all new plans issued
during the Gulf situation will have the War Exclusion clause extended to
include the Gulf region.
This information is correct at the time of print.

For full details about Life Assurance with Pioneer Mutual
please contact your nearest office or write to:
Pioneer Mutual Insurance Company Limited,
FREEPOST, Group Marketing and Sales Headquarters,
Brockhampton House, Brockhampton Park, Bringsty,

WORCESTER. WR6 5BR

Pioneer Mutual Insurance Company Limited, is a member of Lautro. Life Assurance and Unit Trust Regulatory Organisation.

GULF
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Transport of defiant
BRIAN Kirby (39), a former naval airman who served in HMS
Illustrious in 1948, was medically discharged from the navy
following an incident involving the sinking of a liberty boat in
which 27 fellow ratings were drowned in Portland Bay whilst

Ening to the ship,
a result of that accident he contracted Crohn's disease,

an and his wife live in a council bungalow in Norwich and
until 1972 he worked for the Eastern Counties Bus Company
as a driver.

Unfortunately, since that time Brian has suffered from Multi-
ple Sclerosis and needed a powered Scooter to assist him
with his mobility.

SSAFA Norwich wrote to RNBT stating that a secondhand
scooter had been found at a total cost of £1,300 and the
committee granted £250 in Brian's favour which, together with
other grants made by the Multiple Sclerosis Society, SSAFA
and the Royal British Legion met the total balance required.

•••Ml

1

Rise in grants
for the RNBT

Brian Kirby on his replacement power scooter together withhis
wife Pam.

AT the 68th annual gen-
eral meet ing of the
RNBT vice president Mr
John Edwards was able
to announce that £ 1.47m
had been spent on wel-
fare this year.

Ordinary income was up on
the previous year at £1.5m with
two generous donations of
£220,000 coming from both the
Greenwich Hospital Fund and
King George's Fund for Sailors.

Although there was encour-
aging growth in voluntary con-
tributions, namely legacies and
deeds of covenants, Naafi re-
bate receipts continue to fall.

The Trust's own investment
income accounted for some 53
per cent of the RNBT's ordi-
nary income.

Presenting the Trust's annual
accounts Mr Edwards added
that Pembroke House ended
the year with an operating defi-
cit of £33,000 (nearly double
the preceding year's figure).

He went on to mention the
opening of two new funds, the

made grants and Annuity
payments of

£1,180,273
during the Financial year
1989/90

Will YOU give

YOUR support?
Grants Committee: 2a Tipner Road, Portsmouth, Hants PO2 8QR
General inquiries: Head Office, High Street, Brompton, Gillingham ME7 5Q2

Admiral Sir Benjamin Bathurst presents a cheque for £12,500
from the Variety Club of Great Britain to Mr John Edwards,
vice president and honorary treasurer of the RNBT, at the
Trust's central committee meeting held at the Baltic Ex-
change, St Mary's Axe, London.

Medical Aid Fund (set in i t ia l ly
at £5,000 per year) and the ex-
pendable "Retail Price Index
Fund".

The former, he said, was ex-
pended very quickly and the
latter had only £5,000 left from
the original total of£l 17,500 to
be allocated.

The chairman of the Grants
Committee, CPO John Thomp-
son, (HMS Daedalus) advised
that applications to the Trust
had increased by seven per cent
and grants to individuals by 18
per cent.

Significantly the main areas
of increases were those cases in-
volving widows and other de-
pendents of serving men with
nearly £200,000 being granted
to widows and £100,000 to

s e r v i n g men a n d t h e i r
dependants.

In the absence, due to illness.
of the president Vice-Admiral
Sir James Kcnnon. the Trust's
Admira l ty Governor, Rear-Ad-
miral G Hitchens, was invited
to make the p r e s i d e n t ' s
address.

He said that any trust that
had the responsibility of dis-
tributing £l.5m for charitable
purposes had a great responsi-
bi l i ty not only to those they as-
sisted but also to those who
supported the RNBT.

The Trust continued to sup-
port a wide range of centres
and societies ranging from the
Ex-Service Mental Welfare So-
ciety to the Royal Star and
Garter Home, The Forces Help
Society and to a number of hos-

pices and smaller homes.
Admiral Hitchcns then em-

phasised the main activities of
the Trust in 1989/90 and start-
ed by advising that following
the increase in supporting the
number of annui t ies paid by
the Trust, Greenwich Royal
Hospital Fund have provided
an additional 50 annuit ies in
January 1990 and had recently
announced a further 50 more
commencing in January 1991.

He said that the RNA had
become a staunch supporter of
the Trust, in part icular of Pem-
broke House, and added that
the Trust's new b u i l d i n g at
Portsmouth, designed to house
the centralised offices of the
RNBT, had become a reality —
late 1994 has been set for the
collocation of the Trust's ad-
minis t ra t ion and grants offices.

The guest speaker, CINC-
NAVHOME Admiral Sir Jer-
emy Black, expressed his sin-
cere appreciation to those who
serve and who have served and
who helped the Royal Naval
service and their families.

He said the Trust was charac-
terised by its speed of response
and the willingness and dedica-
tion of its volunteers and dur-
ing his recent visit to the grants
committee in Portsmouth he
saw personal problems faced,
raised and cleared up all in an
afternoon.

He was also impressed to sec-
how the Trust reached out to
naval folk in need in so many
countries and how RNBT vo-
lunteers assisted other charities
like the South Atlantic Fund
and the Navy Special Fund in
p r o v i d i n g t h e casework
necessary.

In summing up. he wished all
of those in the RNBT further
t r iumphs in the years to come.

Scooter for Betty
MRS Elizabeth Pitman (64), the widow of
William Charles Pitman, who served from
1941 to 1946 as an Able Seaman had, for
many years until she experienced her
heart trouble,. worked long and hard in
the charitable field in Perranporth,
Cornwall.

After having major heart surgery in
1984, Auntie Betty, as she is known local-
ly, had to give up both her charitable
work and close her small local business.

Reliant on others for getting out and
about, she approached SSAFA for assis-
tance and they helped Mrs Pitman with
an application to the RNBT for assistance
towards the purchase of an electrically
powered scooter.

At the same time, and because she
served in the South African Armed
Forces in the Coastal Artillery, the Royal
Artillery Charitable Fund was also asked
to assist.

Modifications were also required to her
house and a former Member of the RNBT,
Harry Heath BEM, who works with the
Social Services in Cornwall, assisted in
getting these alterations completed.

The RNBT Grants Committee were
pleased to grant £1,005 towards the cost
of the electric scooter — the Royal Artil-
lery Charitable Fund meeting the
balance.
• Betty Pitman left, with Mr George
Sims, SSAFA, Restormel, with the elec-
tric scooter funded by the RNBT and
Royal Artillery Charitable Fund.

4-
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Minerva's Monte Carlo ra
FOR HMS Minerva her first visit on the Dartmouth
Training Squadron's autumn deployment was to
the Principality of Monaco.

After a tight squeeze through the harbour entrance the
Minerva berthed alongside part of the famous Grand Prix
circuit, in a fleet of luxury motor cruisers and yachts.

The frigate proved a stark contrast to many more fanciful
vessels nearby but was certainly not the only vessel to have
her own hellicopter!

For the young officers under Training (OUTs) and the ship's
company the visit to the millionaires playground provided
plenty of variety.

Some of the OUTs were given the opportunity of a day's
sailing aboard the 100 ft yacht Sea Star of Hebrides III — on
sale for a cool £1 million.

Ten members of the ship's company took part in a paintball
"war" in rugged territory in the Alps Maritimes.

After five hours scrambling over the rough terrain and some
fierce exchanges of fire, Minerva's hit men were tired but
exhilarated.

Another group spent two days walking and climbing in the
Alps Maritimes, scaling heights of up to 10,000 ft.

Casinos are the main source of evening entertainment in
Monaco. Sensibly, most sailors found it was better to watch
than to play — and Minerva left the Principality without anyone
having "broken the bank."

The Minerva continued her Mediterranean deployment with
visits to Yugoslavia, Egypt, Turkey and Greece before return-
ing to Devonport late last month.

Home ce|ebrates
75th anniversary

A SPECIAL plate and goblets have been commiss-
ioned to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
Royal Star and Garter Home for Disabled Sailors,
Soldiers and Airmen, at Richmond Hill, Surrey.

—DEAL-
GARDEN

THE Mayor of Deal, Mr.
David Reid, visited a Gar-
den of Remembrance at the
Royal Marines School of
Music, on the site of the
IRA terrorist explosion on
September 22, 1989.

The garden commemo-
rates the eleven Royal Mar-
ines who died as the result
of the explosion. To comm-
emorate each of the dead,
the garden is planted with
eleven trees and eleven rose
bushes.

The home has provided com-
fort and medical care for dis-
abled men and women from
both World Wars, the Falk-
lands conflict and Northern
Ireland since 1916.

Anniversary
goblets

Brinton back on duty

The bone china anniversary
plate features an illustration of
the home and costs £21.95. The
goblets have the anniversary
crest engraved on them and
cost £19.95 a pair. Both are
limited editions, only available
until the end of 1991, and can
be ordered from the home.

THE 36-year-old Conis-
ton class minehunter
HMS Brinton was reded-
icated at Rosyth Naval
Base following a seven-
month refit.

Guest of honour was Com-
modore Minor War Vessels,
Commodore Charles Freeman,
who inspected the ship's com-
pany to the accompaniment of
the Royal Marines Band of Flag
Officer Scotland and Northern
Ireland.

The rededication cake was
cut by the commodore's wife.

Mrs. Elizabeth Freeman, and
the youngest member of the
ship's company, Seaman
(Minewarfare) Paul Lyons.

HMS Brinton was built by
Cook, Welton and Gemmel Ltd
of Beverley, Yorkshire and
commissioned in March 1954,
making her the oldest commis-

sioned warship in operation
today.

In 1963 she joined the Ninth
Mine Counter Measures
Squadron at Portsmouth, and
from 1971 to 1984 operated in
coastal waters around the UK.

In January 1984 the Brinton
became part of the new Third

Mine Countermeasures Squad-
ron based at Rosyth, where she
has remained to this day, apart
from a two-year secondment to
the Fishery Protect ion
Squadron.

Br in ton , commanded by
Lieut. Graeme Mackay, has re-
turned to operational duties.

Quorn is
rolling in
success

THE Rosyth-based mine-
hunte r HMS Quorn has
won the Rolls-Royce com-
pany's new naval engineer-
ing trophy.

On behalf of the company
Mr. Jeremy Hill presented the
trophy to Quorn's Command-
ing Officer, Lieut.-Cdr. Nigel
Williams.

Awards for contributing to
the ship's generator efficiency
were received by Charge Chief
Dav id Skel ton, the ship 's
Marine Engineering Officer,
and MEM Steve Blanchford.

After the ceremony Lieut.-
Cdr. Williams, Charge Chief
Skelton and LMEM(M) Mick
Akrigg spent a day as guests at
the Rolls-Royce factory at
Crewe.

Chatham's
first call

THE sleek lines of the Type 22 frigate HMS
Chatham are highlighted in this picture taken in
Madeira during the ship's first foreign visit since
commissioning.

Limited Edition H.M.S. Warrior
Rum Crock £19.99
Rum has a long and proud tradition with the Royal Navy. It ivas in
1655 in Jamaica that rum was first issued on board ships of the Royal
Navy as an alternative to beer.

The next three centuries saw rum play an important role in the daily
lives of sailors until the abolition of the rum ration on 31st July 1970.

Alfred Lamb International hqshad strong
Royal Navy since 1804 wljeflMr Lehman Hart.became. the
first victualler of rum to the Royal TVouy. Alfred Larrtt^ -
International is proud to make available this limited edition
ceramic rum crock containing 75cl ofLtjmb's Navy, Rum for
£19.99 inc. p. & p.^fraditi^f^ljrffe^i^ned and depicting ^V"
Britain's first iron battleship HMS Warrior] it makes an ideah
gift or collector's item. ThiSffum afock is ofeo available
without rum for £10.99 incjudjngp. & p. i

To obtain your limited edition rqirrcrocfetnnt
complete the order section fteloio aaff'post at
Lamb's Navy Croc* pf&r (Miffi r&
P.O. Box 21, SouthqU, Mutettesex U&2 *4» «; , / / «,
dosing date for offer MstMafcrTl991 Offer ohtvopen '"
UK residents aged lj£yea%s orov&.-v. '. „ ./\

SUPPLY'S PARTY
A combined cocktail buffet supper party for retired officers of
the Supply and Secretariat Specialisation is being held in the
Royal Naval College Greenwich on March 7 next year at 6.30
p.m.

Invitations are being sent to all the retired officers whose
addresses are known. Any retired officers who have not received
an invitation and are interested in finding out more details about
the party should contact DNMT(S), Room 305, MOD Old Ad-
miralty Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB. Telephone:
071-218-6327.

\fr, W=r*c-Tf- \̂ y&ne&h*™**' nuni-txi&tu11/u-rfM /••/// > \ TL
£ &-^— "^^v^ TfU •'''.' < • A . ^^^^ ?•"/// I // \ I ( J

For everyjqercamc Crock of lamb's Napy J?^m pyrchasetfjUfred Lamh lafernatio/nal wilt\ , ^
donate'jilf?> Tnt-Trafqlge/r pay Children's Appeal This appeal fornmeniQraiejJjOrd Nelson's \ '

"" ftgjjr^Mar&ie&iTfte p*6<?eerfs go directly to tK4:JtN and KM Children's J
'fituifttffin. these chijdnen'in suitable homes andithools, /'•' /Jn

\r fyrther tnforniatldn regarding this appeal jJleflfe confact / /
'•i-*x" <W))fSm!<i/f'eiftCNAVHOME, HMtiiKKVARD, PORTSMOUTtl.

-'-sM^— Cii^lffiSSlS--^./--.
Inner tyrt, Kiiad.

:.̂ 1^MK^'' , ' i i ' — ^ -.. # ^<fff *
k £19,99 '(inc p&p)

\m &rocks:fy 570.99 fine p&p) ' Address £_
'payable to'Alfred Lamb International' /' ;'

JdiM -toy /©ess/tea card no.-...*«.., , •

Date

Postcode '''' L / l ' ' ' . - - • - • - •

Post this order form to; Lamb's Nstiy.CroctiOffer {RNA),
P.O. Box 21, Southall, Middx UB4 2AR
Please allow 28 days for delivery. v
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M A L E A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
A S S I S T A N T S

From £33,900
in first 2 years .... free of tax

Project AI-Yamamah, the largest export

agreement ever secured by a British company,

is a multi-billion pound commitment to supply

military aircraft and large-scale support and

training for the Royal Saudi Air Force.

It is an immensely wide-ranging exercise,

and we are now looking for men leaving the

services to join our team in Saudi Arabia as

Administration Assistants.

Ideally with a minimum of 7 years

administration experience, you will be involved

in a variety of duties that will provide the scope

for you to make the most of your abilities.

You will probably hold GCE/CSE

qualifications m English Language and

Mathematics, and must be able to'type

T_J T_J

accurately at 30 wpm. Shorthand and word

processing skills would be particularly useful,

together with a knowledge of computers.

A full UK driving licence is essential.

In addition to the high salary, free of tax, you

will enjoy free accommodation, free messing,

free medical care and free life assurance. Three

travel-paid UK flights a year complement

generous leave and the comprehensive leisure

facilities available. Add to that substantial

discounts on a wide range of Rover cars for

you and your immediate family and you begin

to get a measure of this once in a lifetime

opportunity.

For further information, write enclosing

relevant details and quoting ref no NN O54 to:

The Personnel Officer, AI-Yamamah Business

Office, FREEPOST, British Aerospace,

Military Aircraft Limited, Warton, Preston,

Lanes PR4 1 LA. Or telephone Preston

(0772)634317.

BRITISH
AEROSPA CE /A/

E V E R Y T H I N Q Y O U M A K E
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Notice Board
Points Promotions to Chief

THE following list shows the total points of
the men and women at the top of each
advancement roster for petty officer and
leading rates as at 1 November, 1990.

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person-
nel can be advanced before they are eligible
to receive merit points or before the roster
can be adjusted to take account of them.
This means that personnel are advanced in
"basic date" order. Dates shown against
"Int" rosters are the basic dates of the top
eligible personnel.

The number following the points (or basic
dates) is the number of men who were ad-
vanced during October.

PO(EW)/RS(W) — Int (9.6.89), 2; LS(EW)/
LRO(W) — Dry, 4; PO(M) — Int (16.3.90), 4;
LS(M) — Int (16.3.90), 7; PO(R) — Int
(17.6.88). 4; LS(fl) — Dry. 2; PO(S) — Dry,
3; LS(S) — Int (28.9.90). 3; PO(D) — Int
(8.12.89), Nil; LS(D) — 118. Nil; PO(MW) —
Dry, Nil; LS(MW) — Dry, 2; PO(SR) — Int
(9.6.89). Nil; LS(SR) — Int (9.6.89), Nil;
PO(SEA) — Int (17.3.89), 3; CY — 143, 1;
LRO(T) — Int (6.6.89), 2; RS — 112, 1;
LRO(G) — Int (5.12.89), 5; POPT — 349. 2;
RPO — Int (5.7.88), Nil.

POMEM(L)(GS) — Int (16.11.89), 3;
LMEM(L)(GS) — Int (19.7.89), 7;
POMEM(M)(GS) — 116, 2; LMEM(M)(GS) —
Int (8.7.88), 12; POWEM(O)(GS) — Int
(7.11.89), 2; LWEM(0)(GS) — Int (28.8.89),
8; POWEM(R)(GS) — Int (6.3.90), 1;

LWEM(R)IGS) — Dry. 7; POCA — Int
(19.10.89), Nil; POCK(GS) — 162, 2:
LCK(GS) — 98, 9; POSTD(GS) — 490, Nil:
LSTD(GS) — Int (21.2.89), 2; POSA(GS) —
351, 1; LSA(GS) — Int (19.10.89), 3;
POWTR(GS) — Int (23.1.90), 2; LWTR(GS)
— Dry, 6; POMA — 186. 2; LMA — Dry 2.

PO(S)(SM) — Dry, 2: LS(S)(SM) — Int
(2.9.88), Nil; PO(TS)(SM) — Int (17.7.90). 2;
LS(TS)SM — Dry, 3; RS(SM) — Int
(14.6.88), 1; LRO(SM) — Int (6.6.89), 3;
POMEM(L)(SM) — 222. 2; LMEM(L)(SM) —
Int (18.4.89). 2; POMEM(M)(SM) — 622, 1;
LMEM(M)(SM) — 345, Nil; POWEM(O)(SM)
— Int (5.7.88), Nil; LWEM(OUSM) — Int
(18.6.88), Nil; POWEM(R)(SM) — Int
(3.7.90), 1: LWEM(R)(SM) — Int (8.12.88), 1;
PO(UWHSM) — Dry, Nil; POSA(SM) — Int
(20.2.90), Nil; LSA(SM) — Dry, Nil;
POWTR(SM) — Int (26.1.89), Nil; LWTR(SM)
— Dry, Nil; POCK(SM) — Dry. Nil; LCK(SM)
— 438, Nil; POSTD(SM) — Int (20.10.88),
Nil; LSTD(SM) — 222. Nil.

POA(AH) — 428, Nil; LA(AH) — 636, Nil;
POA(METOC) — 463,1; LA(METOC) — Int,
1; POA(PHOT) — 697. 1; POA(SE) — 270,
Nil; LA(SE) — Int (11.7.88), 2; POACMN —
497, 1; POAEM(M) — Int (30.6.88), 7;
LAEM(M) — 322. 14; POAEM(R) — Int
(9.3.89). 2; LAEM(R) — 206, 6; POAEM(WL)
— 119, Nil; LAEM(WL) — 480, 8; POAC —
Dry, Nil.

POWREN(R) — 115. Nil: LWREN(R) — Int
(11.7.88). 4; POWREN(RS) — Int (14.6.88),

Deattis
S. E. Jennings. AEM(M)1. HMS Daeda-

lus. Nov. 9.

Frederick Dossor, CB, CBE. Rear-
Admiral (retd). Electrical specialist. Polaris
Project Officer, Ministry of Technology
1963-67. and also closely associated with
Seaslug and Seacat projects. Ships includ-
ed HMS Triumph and Tyne. Director Gen-
eral Guided Weapons, Ministry of Supply
1959. Aged 77.

M. A. ("Dapper") Birrell, DSC. Cdr (retd).
Served 1938-70. Flew with RAF and with
804 NAS in Battle of Britain. Carried out
first catapult trials from CAM ship Michael
E, later surviving her sinking. Also flew from
HMS Ariguani. Later commanded 780 and
891 Squadrons, and senior pilot of 804
Squadron, gaining DSC in Korea. Member
FAA Officers Assn. and Yeovil Branch
National FAA Assn. Aged 69.

Gordon P. Richards. Lieut-Cdr. (retd).
Served 1947 (Ganges) — 1987. including
HM ships Loch Fada. Caprice. Ashanti, and
command of HMS Soberton. Shore
appointments included Seaman and Mis-
sileman Drafting Officer 1983-87.

G. Dacey. Ex-CEA Chatham Division.
Aged 79.

P. Fletcher. Ex-LS. Served 1937-47. in-
cluding HM ships Cumberland and Brave
and HM submarines Unruly and Springer.

Bill Boyden. Ex-MAA. HMS Pembroke.
Ships included HMS Swi f tsure and
Jamaica. Aged 81.

W. Stewart. Ex-LSTO. Service included
HM submarines Truant. Otway and
Thorough. Member SOCA Western Austra-
lia. Aged 66.

S. A. Smith. Ex-AB Ships included HMS
Iron Duke and Orion. Aged 78.

The deaths are reported of the following
members of the Algerines Association: A.
Jacques (HMS Clinton) and A. B. Pearson
(HMS Vestal).

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

The deaths are reported of the following
shipmates:

J. M. Ward, Poole. Served from 1942-46.
Also life president Dorset Burma Star Assn.
Aged 66.

G. Stevens, Bury St. Edmunds. Aged 63.
N. Reid, Bury St. Edmunds. Aged 69.

R. Kimber, former secretary Solva and St.
Davids. Ex-EM(A). Served in HMS Falcon,
Goldcrest, Peregrine and Fulmar. Aged 50.

L. Mount, Herne Bay. Aged 65.

H. Hopkinson, Huddersfield. Served in
HMS Scylla on Russian convoys and in
HMS King George V.

A. Giffard, oldest member Guildford.
Served as Boy Seaman in HMS Iron Duke
at Jutland. Aged 91.

M. (Tom) Matthews, DCM, Southampton.
Ex-PO. Served on Russian convoys and in
HM submarines.

C. Bengerfield, Swansea. Survivor HMS
Gypsy, also served in HMS Newcastle.
Aged 70.

G. O. Bourne, former chairman and presi-
dent, Newton Abbot. Aged 66.

W. Bamett, Chesterfield and District. Ser-
vice included HMS Fernie. Blencathra and
Caldy. Aged 61.

P. Barratt, Salford.
F. McGee, concert sec., Salford. Ex-

submariner.

A. T. Bell, Leicester Aged 64.
W. Walker, associate member. Ramsey,

IOM. Aged 53.
J. Page, Mitcham. Morden and Wimble-

don. Service included HMS Belfast and
Glasgow Aged 66.

R. I. Atkinson, Stockton-on-Tees. Service
included HMS Birmingham.

Cy Chamberlain, life vice-president Aber-
ystwyth. Served with Combined Ops. Aged
67.

R. S. McDarren, Aberystwyth. Capt RNR
(retd). Aged 79.

E. Kennedy, Dagenham. Survivor HMS
Manchester. Aged 70.

D. Jack, Blackpool and Fylde.
P. Meiklejohn, BEM. Blackpool and

Fylde.
E. Edwards, Denton. Service included

HMS Illustrious. Aged 74.

1; LWREN(RO) — 90, 2; POWRENPT —
135. Nil; RPOWREN — Int (8.11.88), Nil;
POWRENCK — 278. Nil; LWRENCK — Int.
1; POWRENSTD — 432. Nil; LWRENSTD —
436, Nil; POWRENSA — 281. Nil;
LWRENSA — Int (22.6.89), 1;
POWRENWTR — Int (22.2.89), 1;
LWRENWTR — Dry. 1; POWRENWTR(G) —
Int (10.2.89), 1; LWRENWTR(G) — Dry. Nil;
POWRENMETOC — Int, Nil;
LWRENMETOC — Int (16.6.89), 2;
POWRENPHOT — 288. Nil.

POWRENAEM(M) — 452, Nil;
LWRENAEM(M) — 546, 1;
POWRENAEM(R) — Dry. Nil;
LWRENAEM(R) — Int (7.7.89), Nil;
POWRENAEM(WL) — Int (9.3.89). Nil;
LWRENAEM(WL) — Int (29.9.88). Nil;
POWRENETS — Int (16.9.88), Nil;
LWRENETS — Int (14.3.89), Nil;
LWRENTEL — 449, Nil; POWRENWA — Int
(21.6.88). Nil: LWRENWA — Int (11.1.89),
Nil; POWRENDHYG — 211, 1;
POWRENDSA — Int. Nil; LWRENOSA — Int,
(3.8.88), 1; POEN(G) — 858, Nil; LEN(G) —
Int (21.2.89). 1; PORGN — Dry, Nil; LMA(Q)
— Dry, 1.

The Basic Dates quoted for the WRNS
ratings in the following categories, which
have no examination Tor the next higher
rate, are applied in accordance with
BR1066 Chapter 22:

POWREN OA — Dry, 2; POWREN MT —
523, Nil: POWREN TEL — 787, Nil.

AUTHORITY for promotion of the following
ratings to chief petty officer was issued by
HMS Centurion November:

OPERATIONS BRANCH
(SEAMAN GROUP)

To CPO(OPS)(S) — M.K. Powley (Brave).
To CPO(D) — R.K Webb (SMOPS Nel-

son).

(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) and PT
To CRS — K. Cuttle (ACCHAN/ELANT).
To CPOPT — S.R. Penberthy (Exeter).

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT
To CPOCK — M.D. Bailey (Sheffield), D.T.

Cole (Talent).
To CPOMA — C.E. Flack (UKSU AF-

SOUTH). D.J. Ringham (Resolution Stbd).

SUBMARINE SERVICE
To CMEM(M) (SM) — W.F. Wilson (Nep-

tune NT).

FLEET AIR ARM
To CPOA(SE) — J. Parker (RNAS Culd-

rose).
To CPOACMN — P.C. Leonard (820 Sqn).
To CAEM(M) — M.J. Ruston (706 Sqn).
To CAEM(WL) — S.W. James (Seahawk).

WRNS BRANCHES
To CWRENETS — H.D. Thompson (Col-

lingwood).

Appointments

New C-in-C Fleet
THE next Commander-in-Chief Fleet is to be Vice-
Admiral Sir Jock Slater. He succeeds Admiral Sir
Benjamin Bathurst in the appointment in January on
promotion to admiral.

He also becomes Allied Commander-in-Chief Channel and Com-
mander-in-Chief Eastern Atlantic Area.

Vice-Admiral Slater, at present Chief of Fleet Support, was pre-
viously Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, and his appoint-
ments have included command of HMS Illustrious. (Photograph and
further details appear in page 13).

Rear-Admiral N. J. Hill-Norton, Flag Officer Flotilla Three, is to be
promoted vice-admiral on December 3.

Capt. John Brigstocke, whose appointments have included com-
mand of HMS Ark Royal, is to be promoted rear-admiral and to be
Flag Officer Flotilla Two on January 14.

Other appointments recently announced include:
Commodore C.J.S. Craig. Senior Naval

Officer Middle East. Dec. 3
Cdr. R.A.G. Clare. Chatham in command

April 19. (To be promoted captain Dec. 31).
Lieut-Cdr. M.R.G. Winchurch. Bulldog in

command. Jan. 9.
Lieut-Cdr. N.M.C. Chamber. Brocklesby

in command. Dec. 4.
Lieut-Cdr. J.M.C. Maughan. Berkeley in

command. March 26.
Lieut-Cdr. G.D. Palmer. Iveston in com-

mand. April 9.
Lieut. M.J. Yates. Milbrook in command.

April 9.

SUPT. Anne Spencer is to be-
come Director WRNS in the
rank of Commandant from next
March.

She is at present serving as
Chief Staff Officer (Administra-
tion) on the Staff of Flag Officer
Plymouth.

SO List
THE following candidates have been selected for promotion to Acting
Sub-Lieut. E(WE) and (WESM) on the SD List from Feb. 18, 1991:

To Acting Sub-Lieut. E(WE): CCWEA G.
P. Hooper, ACCWEA J. K. Broadway,
LACCWEA P. D. Norman. CPOWEAs K. T.
Bradshaw, A. H. Brothers, P. Chambers, M
D. Dewsnap. N. R. Dymond, S. Haworth, M.
J. Penfold. S. R. Sugden. M. R. Wrenn and
A. W. Wyld.

To Acting Sub-Lieut. E(WESM): LACC-
WEA I. S. Hobson. CPOWEAs V. W. Buck-

eridge. K. J. Taylor and B. C. Wells.
The following candidates have been

selected for promotion to Acting Sub-Lieut.-
(SD)(E)(ME) to date June 10. 1991:

CCMEA(M)s S. Dunningham and D. L.
Waterman, CCMEA(EL)s G. P. Mather and
T. A. Page, CPOMEA(ML)s D. Christian and
R. Matcalf. CPOMEA(EL) I. R. Cowper.

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER TECHNICIAN
HMS Centurion has been notified of the

following promotions to chief petty officer
technician which were made in September
and October:

CPOCT(A) — M.K.P Ryan (London).
CPOCT(L) — I. Dudley (MOD CNSO

SCU).

ACPOCT(L) — S.L. Finch (London).
MT1 — I.G. Athersmith (RNMSS Haslar).

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER
Authority was issued by HMS Centurion

in November for the following ratings to be
promoted to acting charge chief artificer:

To ACCMEA — R. Borland (Swiftsure). S.
Linin (Trafalgar), R. Mead (Sceptre). T.A.E.
Rawbone (Turbulent), R.W. Hayes (Chur-, . .
chill). J.E. Lear (Warspite), N.D. Salt (Tor-
bay), D.C.A. Loughrey (Exeter), M.F.
McGing (Defiance).

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER
HMS Centurion has been notified of the

following promotions to chief petty officer
artificer which were made by commanding
officers in September and October:

CPOMEA — R.J. Harvey (Exeter). R.W.
Kraike (Dolphin SMMU). N.B. McMaster
(Portsmouth FMRO), J.D. Olsen (Neptune
Mixedman), N.M. Tate (Sultan), A.E.

Thompson (CFM Rosyth), A.T. Walker (Re-
nown Port)

ACPOMEA — T.P.S. Cranny (Sultan).
M.D. Fearon (Neptune NT). B.T. Johnston
(Revenge Stbd). C. Macrae (Neptune NT),
L.J. Marks (Torbay). P.R. Morledge (Nep-
tune NT), T. Nicholas (Sultan), J.B. Sifton
(Defiance SMMU). N.G. Walthew (Cour-
ageous).

CPOAEA(WL) — T.D. Hicks (Invincible),
R.A. McConnachie (RNAS Portland).

CPOAEA(M) — M.A. Akhurst (Osprey), T.
Howard (826 Sqn), N. McDonald (DGA(N-
)ASE MASU), D.H. Nichols (819 Sqn), R.
Procter (RNAS Portland), P.J. Young (815
Fit 216).

ACPOAEA(M) — M.S. Houston (702 Sqn
Osprey).

CPOAEA(R) — M.J Smart (829 Fit 245).

CPOWEA — N. Anderson (Coventry),
D.A.J. Bones (Otter). N.B. Dent (Ark Royal),
P.I. Houghton (Collingwood), R.G. Howard
(Neptune SM10), P.A. Jones (Brave). A.D.
Macmaster (Brocklesby), K. McKale (Ports-
mouth FMRO), J. Power (Portsmouth
FMRO). A.E. Terzza (Southampton), M.
Walton (Revenge Stbd). P.J.W. White
(Phoebe).

ACPOWEA — O.K. Sullen (Dolphin Sm.
Schl). R.R. Hambrier (Broadsword), I. Mad-
dock (Collingwood).

SH/O/J Drafts
WRENWTR Chambers, HMS Centurion

ext 2535, HMS Sultan ext 2139/2195 (after
5pm). drafted HMS Warrior. Will swop for
any Portsmouth draft.

LS Manley, (GWS 25 MOD O trained),
drafted HMS Boxer, March. Will swop for
any Portsmouth ship.

LS(M) Cox (GWS 25 MOD O). Placewood
Block, HMS Dryad, drafted HMS Beaver,
June. Will swop for Portsmouth Leander.

LWEM(O) Edge, HMS Ambuscade. Plym-
outh, deploying March, then DED. Will swop
for any Rosyth ship, deploying or not, shore
base also considered.

CRS Mercer, HMS Intrepid, drafted CTC
Preston RNR (HMS Pallantine), Feb. Will
swop for any Portsmouth area shore base,
or Whitehall/Northwood. Contact 0705-
832569.

LSA Bruffell, HMS Daedalus, ext 4290,
drafted HMS Ambuscade, March. Will swop
for any Portsmouth ship, deploying or not.

LS(S) M.A. Grieves, 2016 (active only).
HMS Victory, drafted HMS Beaver, March.
Will swop for any Portsmouth ship, deploy-
ing or not.

MEM1 (L) Leng, Scale 'B', HMS Exeter,
deploying Jan. Will swop for any refit or
non-deploying ship.

CK Huxtable, HMS Broadsword, deploy-
ing Jan. Will swop for any Rosyth ship.

WSA Willis, HMS Drake, ext 65319, draft-
ed FMB HMS Defiance, Jan. Will swop for
any draft. Portsmouth area.

CK Williams, Saints Block. HMS Warrior,
extn 7756 drafted HMS Leeds Castle,
March. Rosyth based from Sept. Will swop
for any Devonport or Portsmouth ship.

AEM(WL) Burnside, 2FZ Mess. HMS In-
vincible, drafted RNAS Portland. Jan. Will
swop for RNAS Yeovilton.

LROG Hodgson, COMCEN Yeovil. draft-
ed HMS Minerva in Jan (ERD 26.6.91). Will
swop for any Plymouth based ship not de-
ploying or any shore base also considered.
Tel. 93510 ext 6116.

LMEM(L) Orton, 3P Mess. HMS Bat-
tleaxe. Will swop for any refitting ship, pref-
erably Devonport.

AB(Sonar) Paterson, QM HMS Hermione.
drafted HMS Nottingham, Feb. Will swop
for any Rosyth shore billet, or ship. HMS
Nottingham refitting Portsmouth Sept/Oct.

STD Abraham, c/o Wardroom, HMS
Raleigh, drafted HMS Argyle end of Jan.

Will swop for any draft, anywhere.
CPOWEA (OC) Conway, Weapons Work-

shop HM Dockyard. Rosyth, ext 4236,
drafted HMS Battleaxe. July. Will swop for
any Rosyth ship.

CK Jowett, Mam Galley. HMS Nelson
(24139) drafted to HMS Notlingham Will swop
for any Portsmouth base Leander

LWEM(R) Sapsard, 3EA Mess. HMS
Syclla. deploying May. Will swop lor any Ports-
mouth based ship, preferably not deploying,
or anything else considered

RO1(T) Bryan, HMS Berkeley Will swop for
any ship deploying.

LCK Small, 6 Mess, HMS Liverpool.
Rosyth, due refit. Will swop for any Ports-
mouth ship deploying or not.

STD Abraham, c/o Wardroom, HMS
Raleigh, drafted HMS Argyle end of Jan.
Will swop for any draft, anywhere.

CPOWEA (OC) Conway, Weapons Work-
shop HM Dockyard, Rosyth, ext 4236,
drafted HMS Battleaxe, July. Will swop for
any Rosyth ship.

CPOMEA(EL) W. P. Patterson, Parsons
Block. HMS Sultan, drafted HMS Battleaxe.
April. Will swop for Portsmouth or Rosyth
Type 42. Contact Sultan 2070.

AB (EW) Green, 3HZ Mess, HMS Camp-
beltown, deploying Jan-May. Will swop for
any shore base preferably Scotland, or
ship, deploying or not.

AB(M) Sullivan, Guard Room. FO Ply-
mouth, ext 3549, drafted HMS Cornwall.
March. Will swop for any seagoing ship pri-
or to March.

LS(R) P. Neal, 3D Mess. HMS Alacrity.
ADAWS/CAAIS trained, will swop for any
Portsmouth based ship.

CK Watson, SHI Aft. HSM Fearless, will
swop for any Fishery Protection/MCMV or
Rosyth based Type 42.

LS(MW) Gunter, HMS Nurton, will swop
for any Portsmouth based MCMV or any-
thing else considered.

LCK Heggie, 2S/S Mess, HMS Edin-
burgh, deploying May. Will swop for any
Rosyth based ship not deploying

WEM(O) Palin, 3EZ Mess, HMS Minerva,
deploying Jan. Will swop for any Devonport
ship in refit.

LWRO Sawyers, Fort Southward exl 308/
309. drafted HMS Centurion in Jan Any swop
considered

Pen Friends
READERS seeking penfriends in the Royal
Navy are listed below. Any sailor who writes
to an applicant must use a stamped enve-
lope bearing the applicant's name and
town. The letter should be enclosed in a
second envelope addressed to "Pen Pals."
Navy news, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth. On
receipt the replies will be redirected — but
only if they have been stamped.

Elaine (25), Manchester. Dawn (23). Lon-
don. Amanda (25), Harlow, Essex. Amanda

(17). Canterbury. Kent. Claire (24). Murray.
East Kilbride. Averil (41). Edmonton, Lon-
don. Carol (42), Ilkeston, Derby. Dawn (24),
Maidstone. Kent. Carole (30). Wallington.
Surrey. Debbie (28), Winchester. Hants.

Sarah (25). Teynham, Kent. Julie (16),
Havant, Hants. Jackie (20), Birmingham.
Carol (29). Wigan, Lanes. Dawn (18). Bir-
mingham. Debbie (30). Kettering, North-
ants. Diane (22), Maidstone. Kent. Doreen
(26). Bradford, Yorks. Heather (22), Milford

THE ASSOCIATION OF
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS
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Her Majesty The Queen

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to
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Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members
including Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with
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exceed the annual subscription. ARNO offers practical and
substantial trade discounts such as a high quality house building
and contents insurance scheme at substantial discount and a
saving of up to £25 per year on Automobile Association
membership, plus legal medical and financial consultations at
free or favourable rates.

ARNO also has a programme of social occasions including
regional gatherings and a free members' Home Exchange
Register. Membership costs £10 per annum or £150 for Life.
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To: Lt Cdr I M P Coombes RN. ARNO. 70 Porchester Tee. London W2 3TP.
Please send me details and a membership application form:

Haven. Dyfed Helen (25). Huddersfield,
Yorks.

Paula (33), Long Eaton, Notts. Michele
(19), Twickenham, Mddx. Melissa (19), Sid-
mouth. Devon. Jennifer (18), Somercotes,
Derby. Jane (31), Rochdale, Lanes. Lesley
(31). Smethwick, W.Midlands. Kathy (55).
Hackney, London. Jan (37), Hinckley, Leics.
Jacqui (39), Swindon, Wilts. Helen (21),
Newton Aycliffe. Co. Durham.

Valerie (38), Bristol. Zoe (16), Bristol. Sari
(33). Bridgend, Mid Glam Pauline (23), Lin-
coln. Jane (40), Cardiff. Paula (15). East
Dulwich. London. Sara (18), Dartford, Kent.
Sharon (31), Gillingham. Kent. Sue (20),
Leek, Staffs. Sarah (22). Southampton. Su-
sie (38), Blyth. Northumberland.

Marianne (29). Hjo. Sweden. Linda (35).
Bristol. Sue (21), Orpington. Kent. Sharon
(19). Bolton. Lanes. Jessica (27). Spilsby,
Lines. Petra (18), Guildford, Surrey. Sharon
(24), Wrexham. Clywd. Dawn (16), Sutton,
Surrey. Kaye (21), Bingham, Notts. Sammy
(23). Stowmarket. Suffolk.

Tracey (20). Nowra. NSW, Australia. Jo-
anne (20), Milton Keynes, Bucks. Tracey
(28), Sheffield, Yorks. Lindy (34), Dundee.
Karen (20). Nottingham. Wendy (23).
Havant, Hants. Tracey J. (24), Sheffield.
Marina (30). Bilston, W. Midlands. Dee (41),
Worcester. Mary (31), Runcorn.

Sally (27). W. Chatham. Massachusetts,
USA. Tracey (18). Leeds, Yorks. Rachel
(19). Clapton. London. Alison (22), Middles-
borough, Cleveland. Elaine (26). Chaddes-
den. Derby. Shirley (29), Runcorn, Chesh-
ire. Freda (40), Bradford, Yorks. Jennifer
(35). Choppington, Northumberland. Tracey
(23). Grimsby, S. Humberside. Vicky (26),
Derby.

Anita (40). Kidderminster. Shropshire. Mi-
chelle (19). Accrington, Lanes. Pauline (23).
Wakefield. Yorks. Sue (25). Guildford, Sur-
rey. Nichola (22). Portslade. Sussex. Kirsty
(21). Yeovil. Somerset. Marie (47), Colches-
ter. Ess'ex. Rachael (17), Newport, Gwent.
Sue (32). Swindon. Wilts. Michele (17).
Bristol.

Dawn (16). Petersfield. Hants. Anne (28).
Leeds. Yorks. Betty (48). Alton. Hants. Pau-
la (21). Birmingham. Jane (19). Mitchan,
Surrey. Rachel (21). Mansfield. Notts.
Kathy (30). Burnley. Lanes. Denise (28).
Swindon. Wilts. Kathy (17). Gosport. Hants.
Fiona (27). Bridport. Dorset.

Jean (35), Mansfield Woodhouse, Notts.
Mandy (22). Hereford. Sam (13), Gt. Yar-
mouth. Norfolk. Mary (27), Bristol. Becky
(18), Whitstable. Kent. Wendy (28). Ponte-
fract, Yorks. Kerry (18). Newcastle-upon-

Tyne. Debbie (27), Enfield, Mddx. Jane (30),
Spondon, Derby. Julie (19), Chesterfield,
Derby. April (31), Crouch End. London.

Kerry (17), Hull, N. Humberside. Linda
(35), Blackpool. Angela (24), Pontefract.
Stephanie (17), Chipping Norton, Oxon.
Caroline (18), Ilkeston, Derby. Ann-Marie
(40). Salford. Lanes. Natalie (25), Cardiff.
Michelle (21), Stafford. Mandy (24), Bristol.
Dawn (24), Bristol.

Michelle (18), Castle Bromwich. Beverley
(23), Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk. Lisa (21), Has-
tings, Sussex. Sharon (24), London. Mi-
chelle (24), Truro, Cornwall. Valerie (25).
Liverpool. Tracey (23), Bristol. Wendy (18),
Teignmouth, Devon. Julia (19), Hemel
Hempstead, Herts. Janet (21). Swanley,
Kent.

Margaret (15), Hull, Humberside. Barbara
(20), Alloa. Scotland. Tracey (22), Alder-
shot, Hants. Alison (25), Newcastle-on-
Tyne. Michelle (17), Thamesmead, London.
Ann (18), Kilmicolm, Renfrewshire. Helen
(22), Warrington. Cheryl (24). Birmingham.
Deirdre (30), Hampstead, London. Deana
(31), Sheffield, Yorks.

Mandy (28), Grimsby. Humberside. Linda
(18), Letchworth. Herts. Tina (21). Bexley-
heath, Kent. Jacqui (23), Kirkwall, Orkney.
Loma (17), Chesterfield. Derby. Lesley (17),
Hamilton, Scotland. Jacqueline (29), Brad-
ley Bilston, W. Midlands. Dawn (23), Barns-
ley, Yorks. Debbie (20), Ealing, London.
Sharon (29), Dundee.

Helen (25), Birmingham. Sue (31), South-
end-on Sea. Janet (20), Wigan, Lanes. Tra-
cy (22). Washington, Tyne & Wear. Paula
(16), Darlington, Co. Durham. Carol (21).
Saltash, Cornwall. Pauline (20), Hereford.
Penny (17), Kensal Rise, London. Sue (30),
Barnet. Herts. Sandra (27), Hereford.

Caroline (21), How Caple, Hereford. Jane
(23). Gillingham. Kent. Julie (17), Pickering,
Yorks. Miss M. (23), Maidstone, Kent. Julia
(25). Halifax. Yorks. Sally (25). Guildford.
Surrey. Wendy (17). Birmingham. Debby
(25), London. Jennifer (19), Solihull. Ginny
(23), Hillingdon, Mddx.

Wendy (17). Gillingham. Kent. Denise
(31). Ipswich. Suffolk. Michelle (21). Dun-
stable, Beds. Julie (25). Godalming. Surrey.
Kathleen (19), Cheltenham, Glos. Vicki (18).
Birmingham. Karen (21), Reading, Berks.
Jan (35), St. Helier, Jersey. Karen (21). Has-
tings. Sussex. Bernadette (36). Howden
Goole. Humberside.

Karen (23), Kirkcaldy. Joan (34), St. He-
lier, Jersey. Lisa (24), Sydenham, London.
Jacqui (26), Larkhall, Lanarkshire. Corrine
(21). Hamilton, Scotland. Beverley (27),

Bradford, Yorks. Carol (20). Southport,
Merseyside. Jessie (32), Bradford. Yorks.
Alison (23), Winchester, Hants. Toni (21),
Milton Keynes.

Rachel (16), Charlbury. Oxon. Dawn (19).
Stockport. Cheshire. Lesley (17), Birming-
ham. Samantha (18), Chesterfield, Derby.
Karen (20), Northwood, Mddx. Vicky (20).
Nottingham. Dawn (34), Shrewsbury. Mi-
chelle (32), Plymouth. Tracey (24), Bognor
Regis, Sussex. Joanne (24), Leeds, Yorks.

Marion (29), West Mailing, Kent. Kate
(31), Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. Kay (37),
Stockport, Cheshire. Wendy (22), Woodford
Green, Essex. Jennifer (37), Stanley, Co.
Durham. Maria (21). Marlborough. Wilts.
Pauline (41). Falkirk, Scotland. Lorraine
(21), Scarborough, Yorks. Maureen (32),
Stanley, Co. Durham. Susan (35), Washing-
ton. Tyne & Wear. Kim (33), Newbridge.
Gwent.

Sharon (34), Johnstone, Renfrewshire.
Jan (18), Redhill, Surrey. Carol (25), Thirsk,
Yorks. Carolyn (20), East Looe, Cornwall.
Helen (16), Stonebridge, London. Linda
(36), Ipswich, Suffolk. Denise (29). Roches-
ter, Kent. Lesley (36), Rochdale, Lanes. An-
drea (17), Birmingham. Pat (33), Penrith,
Cumbria.

Lorraine (22), Croydon, Surrey. Julie (18),
Skelmersdale, Lanes. Marie (18), Preston,
Lanes. Joanne (19), Hartlepool, Cleveland.
Margaret (18), Stourbridge. W. Midlands.
Claire (21). Sheffield. Amanda (24). Don-
caster. Yorks. Violet (45). Witham. Essex.
Coreen (20), Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, North-
land. Jenny (28), Ryde, Isle of Wight.

Rachel (16), Newbury, Berks. Samantha
(22). Eltham, London. Eileen (27), Wake-
field. Yorks. Margaret (34). St. Leonards-
on-Sea, Sussex. Anne (38), High Blantyre,
Scotland. Karen (22), llford. Essex. Ann
(19). North Chingford, London. Heidi (20).
Luton, Beds. Dawn B (20). London. Susan
(33). Thirsk. Yorks.

Rochele (18), Liversedge. Yorks. Tina
(25). Bristol. Susan (26). Ascott-u-Wych-
wood, Oxon. Dianne (41), Plymouth, Devon.
Carol (24), Stoke-on-Trent. Staffs. Cathy
(34). Stafford. Kay (30). Beverley. N. Hum-
berside. Yvette-Marie (18). Solihull. W. Mid-
lands. Debbie (19). Wadebridge, Cornwall.
Anne (28), Gosport. Hants.

Jackie (26). Bromley. Kent. Julie (20).
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. Hayley (18), Bir-
mingham. Tracey (16), Slough, Berks. Lynn

(29). Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Hazel (18),
Sunbury-on-Thames. Mddx. Nichola (22),
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland. Alison (37),
Slough, Berks. Janet (33), Gosport, Hants.
Lisa (19). Henlow, Beds.

Ann (32). Farnham, Surrey. Susan (18),
Swansea. Glam. Judith (28). Carlisle, Cum-
bria. Jacquie (25), Leicester. Christine (37),
Workington, Cumbria. Sharon (16), Newark,
Notts. Claudia (21), Ampthill, Beds. Trish
(33), Oxford. Karen K (25). Leamington Spa.
Warks. Rochelle (19). Cannock, Staffs. Ka-
ren (21), Leamington Spa, Warks.

Eleni (18), Tottenham. London. Sue (31),
Wadebridge, Cornwall. Diane (28). Newark,
Notts. Zoie (17), Rotherham, Yorks. Jennie
(19), Thornaby, Cleveland. Karen (24),
Leeds, Yorks. Amanda (21), Birkenhead,
Merseyside. Val (34), Harrow, Middx. Don-
na (19), Abingdon, Oxon. Rosalind (19),
Gateshead, Tyne & Wear.

Jayne (30), Bristol. Ros (43), Gravesend,
Kent. Colette (22), Wythenshawe, Man-
chester. Sara (24), Birmingham. Rebecca
(57), Loughton, Essex. Sandra (37), Luton,
Beds. Alison (19), llford, Essex. Sarah (17).
Monmouth, Gwent. Toni (19), Birmingham.
Carol (27), Syresham, Northants.

Kim (24), Morden. Surrey. Julie (17),
Newcastle. Tyne & Wear. Sue (29), Taun-
ton, Somerset. Wanda (40). Hereford. Ka-
ren (17). Darlington, Co. Durham. Tracey
(25). Barking, Essex. Kim (28), Forth. Glam.
Lisa (17), Wimbledon. London. Angela (18),
Stratford-on-Avon, Warks. Gail (34). Brid-
gend, Glam.

Clare M (17), Nottingham. Rebecca (18),
Wimbledon, London. Chris (23), Bognor
Regis, Sussex. Helen (23), Chester. Dawn
(24), Waterbeach, Cambs. Jayne (16), Rom-
sey, Hants. Fiona (16), Broadway, Worcs.
Bernadette (31), Oxford. Clare (20), Not-
tingham. Julie (18), Hanwell, London.

Michelle (20). Islington. London. Pat (41).
Loughton, Essex. Marie (20), Ashford, Kent.
Karen (19), Harwich, Essex. Samantha (16).
Leeds. Yorks. Emma (16). Rochester, Kent.
Donna (17), Lowestoft. Suffolk Angle (34),
Boston, Lines. Sylvia (21). Croydon. Surrey.
Ailsa (18), Whitehaven, Cumbria.

Lee (30), Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA.
Debbie (25), Wimbledon, London. Doreen
(49). Lowestoft, Suffolk. Lisa (20). Havant,
Hants. Tansy (26), Telford. Shropshire. Lisa
(18). Nottingham. Kim (25), New Cross,
London. Jane (22), Oxford. Sue (25), Tad-
worth, Surrey. Angie (33), Tenterden, Kent.
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Royal Naval Association

Colchester branch
piles on the miles

SHIPMATES of Col-
chester have been travell-
ing up and down the
motorways during the
past months v i s i t ing
Gravesend, the "Spar-
row's Nest", Lowestoft,
and Aldeburgh branch.

A full coach load travelled to
Portsmouth Navy Days and on
the homeward journey a happy
few hours were spent visiting
Hanworth. The branch stan-
dard was paraded at Colchester
Tattoo and a recruiting stall,
manned by shipmates, aroused
great interest . The branch
thank all who welcomed them
during their travels.

DDD

A disco, organised by Ship-
mate M. Shepherd of Bletchley,
raised £1,790 which was divid-
ed between the following local
charities — Willen Hospice,
Queens (Mencap) school, a
special tricycle for Joanne Tail-

BRANCH NEWS

ley, Watling Boys Club and
which also went towards help-
ing a leukaemia victim visit the
US. The widow of a founder
member of the branch, Mrs D.
C. Clarke, donated a chair lift
for the use of welfare cases.

D D D

Members of Bridgend have
raised £400 for two local chari-
ties — "Yr Bwythin", and the
Princess of Wales Diabetic
Clinic. Following the cheque
presentation ceremony ship-
mates enjoyed a social evening
and an Ucckers competition at
Bridgend Rugby Club.

O D D

Thirty years to the day after
the dedication of Denton and
District standard it was laid up
in Christ Church, Denton, and
the new standard dedicated. At

a service conducted by the Rev.
Canon Dutton standards from
branches throughout No 10
Area, including the area stan-
dard, were displayed.

DDD

Off to a flying start is the new
Caerphilly branch now boasting
61 members and a full social
programme. The branch meets
at 2000 on the second Wednes-
day of the month at Caerphilly
Conservative Club, and ex-
tends a warm welcome to new
recruits.

n n D
The exploits of HMS Speedy,

adopted by the people of Wig-
ston, Leics, during the Second
World War, were brought vi-
vidly to life by one of the for-
mer ship's company, Lieut.
Peter Shankland RNVR, when

Carolina on
their minds
A SPECIAL link has been forged between the Southend-on-Sea branch and the
Royal Naval Patrol Service Association (RNPSA) with the US Coastguard
Service.

he was invited to attend Wig-
ston and District branch meet-
ing. The Speedy, one of the
Halcyon class fast mine-
sweepers, gave valiant service,
not only in Arctic waters, act-
ing as escort to the Russian
Convoys, but later in helping
the S.S. Ohio reach Malta dur-
ing Operation Pedestal. The
rescue of the Ohio won the
ship's captain Cdr. Jerome, a
DSO for bravery and dauntless
resolution while serving in the
Speedy.

n n a
A well-known recruit ing

centre in Bristol is Southmead
Auto Shop, owned by Shipmate
Ken Ruddick , chai rman of
Bristol branch, who has been
known to hand over an RNA
application form to ex-naval
personnel requesting a battery
plug! The RNA is advertised on
the cars driven by Shipmate
Ruddick and his co-drivers,
Shipmates Steve Birch and
Steve Teakel.

nn n
Under threat of losing their

premises, Fulham and Chelsea
branch have set up a fighting
fund to contest an eviction
order in the county court.

Generous donations have al-
ready been received from other
RNA clubs and anyone able to
offer support should contact
Shipmate R Barton, 3 Searles
Close, Parkgate Road, Batter-
sea, London SW11 4RG.

It all started when a photo-
graph appeared in the Daily
Telegraph of a small cemetery
on the tiny island of Ocracoke,
off North Carolina, in which
were interred the bodies of
four crew members of the
Royal Naval Patrol Trawler
HMS Bedfordshire torpedoed
by U-boat U588 on May 11
1942.

The four bodies were
washed up on Ocracoke Is-
land and the US Coastguard
Service ensured they were
buried with full naval honours.

Ever since, for the last 48
years, the crew of this coast-
guard station have maintained
the cemetery at their own
expense.

When the photograph ap-
peared the Southend branch
of the RNPSA, through their
secretary Mr. Ron Hearn (who
is also a committee member
of Southend RNA), sent a
donation to the US Coast-
guard towards the upkeep.

This started a relationship

which soon grew and as a
consequence Shipmate Hearn
travelled 4,000 miles to the
island to represent the RNA
and RNPSA at a special
service.

Salute
On his return Shipmate

Heam decided to invite Coast-
guard Station Chief Officer
Peter Stone to the RNPSA
reunion and service of re-
membrance in Lowestoft and
as a result he was guest of
honour, taking the salute with
the association's president
Cdr. G. Titmus.

Chief Officer Stone was en-
tertained at a meeting of
Southend RNA and he pre-
sented the branch with US
Coastguard ensigns which will
be flown every July 4 and also
at the branch's unique service
and parade they hold in
December in memory of US
sailors who lost their lives at
the bombing of Pearl Harbour
in December 1941.

TRAFALGAR DAY
CELEBRATION

THE president, Admiral Sir Desmond Cassidi, and the general
secretary, Capt. Jim Rayner, attended Cowbridge Trafalgar Day
service held in Holy Cross Church. Following the service a
parade of 300 shipmates displaying 30 standards, including the
national standard and that of No 7 Area, marched through the
town to music by the band of the Royal Marines Flag Officer
Plymouth.

Lewes branch marked their 25th anniversary at the branch
Trafalgar dinner during which an award was made to Shipmate
Jess Shoesmith, the branch chairman. A £250 cheque, proceeds
of a sponsored walk, was also presented to the manager of the
Victoria hospital.

Members of Shrewsbury celebrated Trafalgar at Beauchamp
Hotel. The branch thanks local stores for permitting collections
on their premises for the King George's Fund for Sailors which
raised £1,406.37.

At Rame Peninsula dinner guest of honour was Surgeon-Cdr.
Edwards, of the Commando Training Centre, Lympstone. The
celebration was held at the Cornwallis Hotel, Polbathic.

The Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr. Roy Saul and Mrs. Audrey
Saul, Lieut.-Cdr. J. C. Gunning and Mrs. Gunning, the Rev D.
Couper and Mrs Couper were guests of honour at Bridlington
dinner.

Back
to the
future

IT took Shipmate Audrey
Lawson, secretary Durham
City branch, almost two
years to locate this group of
happy ladies — all ex-WRNS
who served in 1950, at St
Budeaux, Plymouth.

They were reunited for the
first time in over 40 years at
the Association of WRNS
reunion, held at Wembley.

Pictured, from left, they
are Shipmate Lawson, Irene
Wooler, Sheila Pryce, Anne
Wilson (New York), Josie
Schelin (New Jersey, USA),
Joan Ladell and Vera Brown.
Picture: (PO Phot. George
Hunter)

BIRSTALL
CLEANS UP
BIRSTALL war memorial is back in peak condition following a
campaign by members of the Dewsbury, Batley and Birstail
branch.

The memorial, which become overgrown with moss and
weeds, gave rise to concern to those members who attended
the Rememberance Service last year and so they decided to
clean it up themselves.

However, with continued pressure the local council engaged
outside contractors to do the work and now the memorial is
once again a fitting tribute to the men and women in whose
memory it was erected.

Pictured by the restored memorial are, from left, Shipmates
Malcolm Milne, George Cawthorne, Arthur Lodge and Peter
Boyer.

Picture: The Reporter Series Ltd

THE ROYAL NAVY OF WW2 ON VIDEO
New release . . . "TRAGEDY AND TRIUMPH" ... being part 5

Features the grim 1940 Norway affair, plus HMS GLORIOUS tragedy and
Arctic Battle of N. Cape. Warships seen are just too numerous to list! UK
priced £21.90 post-paid. Foreign/Overseas £24.95 all sent airmail. If further
details requested on this and other episodes regarding Atlantic, Russian

& Med convoy battles. Home Fleet to BPF and much more, send SAE
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS THE ONLY VIDEO SERIES OF THE RN OF WW2

N.V.T.C.. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) 87239

WORLD WAR II REVIEW
A newsletter full of news, views and
reviews for all those interested in
the events of 1939-45. For free
sample copy send a stamped,
addressed A4 enve lope to
Broadhead Publishing, Broadhead,
Castleshaw, Delph, Oldham OL3 5LZ

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals supplied
and mounted for wear or display Send
for full list of miniature medals, emblems,
clasps, etc

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 OLG

Telephone (0527) 35375
Access/Visa welcome

5ft, V
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TEL OS88 673444 FAX O588 878188
INTCRPBINT Otft NN CRAVEN ARMS. SHROPSHIRE SY? »NY.
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A NEW CAREER
then SEARCH no more
If you are leaving the Navy in the
next two years and ...

... Seek a job backed up by professional training

... Enjoy meeting people

... Are over 22 years of age

... Require management prospects

... Command high financial reward

... Have a location preference

Then keep your options open and contact Pioneer Mutual. It
won't even cost you a stamp.

Full nam«: . Rank:

Addrtu:

.i .....I...LI .1 .11. . . . . . i . I.,.,... . I., .1.... ........ . i. .. ..1.H..J...J.... Postcode:....

T»l No:.. . Ag«: . Runout tiat«:.

Forward to: Service! Uaison Manager, Pioneer Mutual Insurance Co Ltd,
FREEPOST, Pioneer House, Wroxham Road, Coltlsball. Norwich
NR127BR

CVS — by post
These days |ob hunting is an

exercise in product marketing.

YOU are that product!
Sell yourself with a good CV.

WE SPECIALISE IN HM
FORCES

For free details, write or call:

SERVICE-CV
2 Tern Gardens, Plymouth,

PL7 3HZ.
Tel. 0752-344842 (24 hrs).

CAREER/LIFE
AT THE

"CROSSROADS"?
There is a positive future for you
and we can help you find it. FREE

initial personal consultation.
Write NOW for FREE details to
Oept. NN, LIFE RELAUNCH LTD

at
89, PICCADILLY,

LONDON, W1V 9HD.
DIAL 071 629 8135 or

(after office hours) 0225 445862.
CONTACT US WHEN YOUR

SERVICE CAREER IS ENDING!

Airwork Limited Airwork Limited Airwork Limited Airwork Limited

Airwork Limited has a continuing requirement in the trades listed below for ex-
service Artificers/Technicians (or other suitably qualified candidates) between

the ages of 22 and 54 to work on long term (renewable), unaccompanied,
overseas, civilian contracts. (BTEC/ONC an advantage.

Clean driving licence essential).

* Airframes/Propulsion - Fixed and
Rotary Wing * Flight Systems -
Especially Jaguar Trained
* Avionics * Aircraft Electrical
and Instruments * Armament
(Inc Weapon Storage and
Instruction) * Role Equipment
* Ground Support Equipment
(IncMT,Lox&RHAG)

* Ground Electronics (Mob Tac/Pt
to Ft Comms Systems, Aerials,

Airwork
Limited

and Instruction) * Rapier
Technicians * Warship

Comms/Radar/Navaid
Systems * Warship Weapon

Control Systems

In addition to a tax-free salary you would enjoy free messing and accommodation,
generous paid UK leave with free air passages, free insurance,

free medical care and good recreational facilities.

Why not write (no stamp required) with C V, to Mr D Milne, Airwork Limited, FREEPOST,
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6BR or telephone Bournemouth (0202) 572271 Ext 294 quoting ref no: N/12.

Airwork Limited Airwork Limited Airwork Limited Airwork Limited

Off-Licence Management

Come and join the family!
Management with Unwins is a pleasant experience - we treat you like part of the family. After training,

you'll have the freedom of running your own branch - plus you'll get all the support and back-up you'd
expect from Britain's largest independent off-licence chain.

Best of all, we're interested in your future - there's no problem if your past experience doesn't include
retail management.

What we l<x>k for is dedication, a belief in customer service and good communication skills. You should be
bright and reliable uxx Just convince us that you can succeed and we'll give you 6 months general training in
branches in your area. When you're ready tor more responsibility we will assign you to your own branch.

Unwins is expanding, so we can offer you good prospects, generous basic salary plus commission, free
accommodation tor Managers and the benefits of working for a large, family organisation.

If you live within a 100 miles of London, please write, or call for our information pack and application
form: The Personnel Dept., Unwins Ltd., Birch wood House, Victoria Road, Dartford, Kent
DAI 5AJ. Tel: (0322) 272711. Interviews will be held locally.

Unwlns
300 Branches

CIVVY STREET
NOT FAR AWAY?

Professional C.V.s available
from

PREMIER C.V.s
27 Connaught Rd North End

Portsmouth PO2 9BP
0705 698975 (24 hr)

GOING CIVI?
Sell your skills and experiences in
a professional way with a well

presented C.V.
Contact:

TASGARD LIMITED
Training and Occupational Advisory Service
139/141 HAVANT ROAD, DRAYTON,

PORTSMOUTH PO2 2AA
0705 210692

1OOS OF VACANCIES
1OOOS OF APPLICANTS

Improve your chances with a
professionally prepared C. V. lor just

£17.95.
Write:

APPLIED PROCESSING
SERVICES

2 Teal Walk, Qosport PO13 ORX
or Telephone 0329-823956

CRAWLEY COLLEGE
ADJACENT TO GATWICK AIRPORT

FACULTY OF TECHNOLOGY,
SCHOOL OF TRANSPORT
REQUIRED:

AIRWORTHINESS - AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
ENGINEERING LECTURERS
To teach Airframe, Engines, and Avionics to BTEC HND/HNC,
ND/NC in Engineering (Aerospace); and C.G.L.I. Craft and Engi-
neering Technician Award to mature and apprentice students.

QUALIFICATIONS -
A relevant degree or HND/HNC with Airline or Armed Services
aircraft engineering experience. Teaching or instructional
experience an advantage.

SALARY -
Within the Lecturer Scale: £10,089-£18,285 pa plus £384
London Weighting Allowance.

Further details and application form from the Principal,
Crawley College, College Road, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 1NR.

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

NAVY NEWS
ADVERTISING RATES

OPERATORS

TTf
I Three Tees Agency Ltd

Contact the Three Tees Agency
and let your Services skills pay in Civvy Street
The Three Tees Agency serves 6,000 companies and deals solely
with vacancies for Telephone, Telex and Teleprinter Operators

You can be sure of a warm welcome and free advice and
, # # guidance on employment prospects in the commercial

world of Telecommunications. If you are rusty, we can
give you the opportunity to brush up your operating and also
Familiarise you with commercial routines and equipment, and
then guide you to the right job, permanent or temporary. In some
cases resettlement courses are available for those seeking
permanent employment in the Greater London area.

Call in, write or telephone
110 Fleet Street, EC4. 071-353 3611 124 Regent Street, W1. 071-734 0365

Effective from 1st January 1991

WHOLE PAGE £1,800*
HALF PAGE £975*
QUARTER PAGE £550*
SINGLE COL. CM £11.50*
*Plus VAT at 15% (Minimum acceptable 2.5 cms)
ACCOUNT TERMS Monthly accounts have to be approved in
advance of advertisements appearing. Settlement is due within
30 days of the invoice, and failure to render payment within that
date will result in either the withdrawal of subsequent advertise-
ments in a series or for "one-off" insertions, a surcharge of

10% plus a further 2'/2% for every month overdue.

FIRST ADVERTISEMENT TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE BY ALL
NEW ADVERTISERS INCLUDING AGENCIES.

WHERE MONTHLY ACCOUNTS ARE NOT APPROVED
ADVERTISING IS ON A PRE-PAID BASIS ONLY

Series discounts and provision of voucher copies are not
available to "run-on" advertisers

For series discounts and other details please write to:
Advertising Manager, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON

Telephone 0705 826040 or Naval Base 822351
(extension 24226). Fax 0705 830149
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Technical Instructor
Radar Systems and ECM

EASAMS is a high technology project oriented company with contracts
which currently range from Ariane Navigation Software to Design
Authority for the Tornado Fighter Operational Flight Program.

Our Customer Training Centre meets customer and company training
needs for technical and management skills training, and due to a recent
promotion, we now have a vacancy for a Technical Instructor.

The successful candidate will be working in a small team of specialists
and will be responsible to the Customer Training Manager for the design
and delivery of Tornado Radar courses.

Our customers include RAF and civilian personnel and our students
include both aircrew and maintenance personnel. The job offers a
challenging career for a Senior NCO with a good knowledge of modern
airborne radar systems and experience in researching technical
material and producing training manuals. Experience as an instructor
and/or specific knowledge of Tornado systems would obviously be
ideal, but we would like to hear from anyone who feels this direction
would be right for them. The company would provide training in
instructional techniques if necessary.

EASAMS offers a competitive salary and a generous range of benefits, as
well as excellent prospects and the chance to make the most of your
expertise. To apply, write for an application form, or send your CV to
Amanda McOnie, Recruitment Officer, EASAMS Ltd, Lyon Way,
Frimley, Camberley, Surrey GU16 5EX.
Quote ref: NN/TS/070.

© EASAMS

THE ROYAL NAVY
OF OMAN

Weapon Engineers
(rank of Wcnrant Officer)

The Royal Navy of Oman Is one of the most advanced and effective Navies for its
size in the world. It operates in the strategic Strait of Hormuz and patrols around
Oman's 1100 mile coastline. It is equipped with missile armed fast attack craft with
computerised weapons systems. At its recently opened Naval Base the Fleet
Maintenance Facility now have the following vacancies for personnel recently
completed, or about to complete, service in the Royal Navy.

Hydraulic/Ordnance Engineers
CCWEA/WEA's (OC) with a good knowledge of hydraulic power and control

systems with, if possible, experience of Oto Melara 76mm Compact Gun Mounting
and 20mm GAMBOL

Weapon System Control

CCWEA/WEA's (AD/WD) with experience of digital computer controlled guns and
missile systems with, if possible, knowledge of control suites such as ADAWS/CAAIS/
CACS, Exocet MM40 or Sea Archer Weapon Systems.

The posts are for an initial contract period of 2 years, renewable annually therafter
by mutual agreement. Family visits are encouraged.

Initial salary is £13,450 p.a. with annual increments and a gratuity of approx.
£5,500 paid on completion of contract. All remuneration is paid TAX FREE and is fully
remirtable worldwide.

Other benefits include free accommodation and medical services and the
generous 60 day leave allowance is complemented by 3 return air passages per
year.

If you would like to receive more information about opportunities with this small
but technically advanced Navy, please contact: Recruitment Executive (M.R.),
AIRWORK LIMITED, Bournemouth International Airport, Christchurch, Dorset
BH236EB.

The logical move for a
sr i %B^"^Awy- v..̂ ..̂ ,:.. "•—"-"'— i»mmm>—"- : ' !—' '—i

second
career

Opportunities

for personnel leaving

the Forces
You know that plenty of opportunities await you but you anticipate
missing the lifestyle? You are also concerned that the high standards
you maintain in your work might not be appreciated elsewhere? Then
stay with work of national importance and join us at the Atomic
Weapons Establishment at Aldermaston and Burghfield in Berkshire
where your skills will be highly valued in a high-tech environment.

We are interested in hearing from personnel who are
leaving the armed forces and the experience/skills they have to offer us.

There are a wide range of job opportunities at AWE. For
example, we wish to recruit suitably qualified Engineers, Scientists,
Technicians, Skilled Craftsmen, Administrative (clerical, typing,
secretarial, reprographic) and Process & General Supervisor grades

and various support grades for instance Storekeepers and Health
Physics Monitors.

Why not let us help you in your choice of a new career?
Please write to the Personnel Division, Building F6.1, MOO (PE), AWE
Aldermaston, Reading, Berks RG7 4PR, Quoting Ref NN/12/90. Tell us
about the kind of work that interests you and we will let you know
about suitable vacancies, salaries' and other useful information. Good
promotion prospects and the possibility of rented or single accom-
modation as well as a lively sports and social club including a theatre
and a subsidised restaurant, are among the other attractions of
employment at AWE. There are also good local employment
prospects for the rest of your family.

AWE
ALDERMASTON AND BURGHFIELD

We are an Equal Opportunities employer and are fully committed to equal opportunity policies.
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Exciting Career Opportunities
Corporate IT Centre

South Coast
This £1 billion plus organisation has one of the largest Corporate IT Centres on the South Coast, and
operates at the very leading edge of IT technology.
The Centre's infrastructure includes a variety of ICL and DEC mainframes and minis servicing both internal
users and an extensive X25 WAN. This in turn supports ICL/DEC LANs containing several thousand remote
terminal devices.
As a result of major expansion plans and a reaffirmation of its commitment to the highest quality of service
the company is now seeking experienced IT professionals to fill the following vacancies.

Quality Manager- Operations To £31,000, Car, Benefits
To take charge of the full range of Quality Management activities within the Computer Operations Section.
In addition to the operational acceptance of new and modified systems, change control, problem
management and the provision of performance statistics, you will be responsible for defining and
implementing QM strategy, and the development of the procedures necessary to ensure that the quality
standards are met. Of graduate calibre, you will already be a Senior IT Manager with sound technical
knowledge of both the operations and developement functions in a large-scale IT environment. However,
self-comidence, drive, tenacity and the ability to communicate clearly at all levels are also vital ingredients
for success in this challenging and rewarding role. Ref: W21057/NN.

Team Leader To £26,000, Benefits
To lead a team of systems programmers dealing, primarily, with distributed systems; you will have several
years' systems programming experience in a large DEC or ICL environment probably supporting UNIX,
VMS or MAESTRO regimes. Certainly you will have demonstrable management skills and a thorough
understanding of how to deal with the problems caused by the sheer size and complexity of very large scale
operations. You now seek the greater challenges and rewards of leading your own team. Ref: W21048/NN.

Service Desk Controller To £26,000, Benefits
To take complete responsibility for the Centre's Service Desk; this is a new position tasked with providing a
truly professional interface between the IT Centre and its User Departments. In addition to enhancing the
existing Service Desk operation you will have the opportunity to develop and implement a computerised
Problem Management System. To meet this challenge you will certainly be an IT professional with
experience of large scale installations most probably in Operations or Systems Support. However, drive and
strong interpersonal skills are more important than any machine specific knowledge. Ref: W21049/NN.

Systems Programmers To £22,000, Benefits
There are vacancies in several of the Systems Support Teams each of which specialises in supporting a
particular area of the Centre's infrastructure. From a large scale environment and probably with a degree or
HND, you will have had formal training in your own particular area of expertise. This could include VME/
VMS/DOS, IDMSX/TPMS, UNIX, JCL/SCL or ORACLE. In return you will be offered outstanding cross-
training opportunities and the prospect of winning early promotion to Team Leader status. Ref: W2W50/NN.

Operations, Quality Analysts To £22, 000, Benefits
Within an operational IT environment, Quality Management is of critical importance. The company is
expanding the quality team which deals with the acceptance and operational testing of new systems before
they are released into the production environment. The team is also responsible for the key areas of Problem
and Change Management. You will be attracted by the chance of moving into this relatively new and
increasingly important field of operational support, and could well have a background in operations,
technical support or applications, preferably in a DEC or ICL environment. A sound understanding of
operational requirements combined with an appreciation of formal systems testing methods would be
advantageous. Ref: W21051/NN.

TO £22,000, BenefitsCapacity Management Specialist
This is a new position; the successful candidate will be responsible for ensuring cost effective utilisation of
the Centre's IT hardware by monitoring current and predicting future usage. The role will include such
aspects of Capacity Management as capacity measurement, modelling and forecasting. Whilst practical
experience of X25, Ethernet and WANs would be a distinct advantage, you could come from a number of
backgrounds. These include: Telecomms Networking; Technical Support involving the monitoring and
sizing of DEC/ICL mainframes; or mathematical modelling. Full training will be given as necessary, making
this an outstanding career opportunity in one of the current growth areas within IT. Ref: W21052/NN.

Service Desk Analyst TO £is,ooo, Benefits
To join the busy team dealing with enquiries from the large user population from both within the IT centre
and elsewhere throughout the company. You should possess sound technical knowledge and be able to
demonstrate the excellent interpersonal skills and professional attitude essential to successful service
provision. Previous experience of computer operations or work in Service/Help Desk environment would
be a distinct advantage. Ref: W21053/NN.
This company operates an outstanding personal development scheme with well charted career paths into
senior IT management. Moreover, for all positions, in addition to a generous company pension, the benefits
package includes a subsidised healthcare and insurance, and relocation assistance to a lovely area of the
South Coast.
Male or female candidates should submit in confidence a comprehensive c.v. or telephone for a Personal
History Form to, P.R. Bovle, BSc, MSc, C. Eng, MIEE, Hoggett Bowers pic, George V Place, 4 Thames
Avenue, WINDSOR, SL4 JQP, 0753-850851, Fax: 0753-853339, quoting appropriate reference.

Bowers
BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, CAMBRIDGE, CARDIFF, EDINBURGH, GLASGOW, LEEDS, LONDON,

MANCHESTER, NEWCASTLE, NOTTINGHAM, ST ALBANS, SHEFFIELD, WINDSOR and EUROPE

FOR ADVERTISING DETAILS TELEPHONE 0705 820040

Telecoms Personnel Limited

SPECIALIST
Telecommunications and

Computer Staff Recruitment
Permanent & Temporary

We shall be happy to assist you to find civilian employment, where
your experience and knowledge of Computerised Message Systems,

Telex, or Telephone Switchboards can be applied.

Please call us to arrange a convenient date and time to discuss your
future direction and prospects.

Should you be entitled to Resettlement Leave, ask your Resettlement
Officer to arrange with us for you to obtain first hand commercial

experience.
We look forward to making your acquaintance

No fees to applicants

TELECOMS PERSONNEL LIMITED
(Recruitment Consultants)

5 St Helens Place, London EC3A 6BH
Telephone 071-628 6176. Fax: 071-628 1798

MARINE
APPOINTMENTS

SULTANATE OF OMAN
Tax free salaries Married Status
A prestigious government organisation in the Sultanate of Oman wishes to
appoint the following qualified officers to the Royal Yacht Sguadron. Former
Royal Navy or Merchant Navy Officers required. These are uniformed posts.

Interviews will be held in December 1990.

ASSISTANT MARINE
ENGINEER OFFICER

(in the rank of Lieutenant)
Applicants should have had a charge appointment (Frigate/Destroyer) in the
Royal Navy or hold a Class 1 or 2 (Motor) Certificate of Competency and have
served at sea in the position of Second Engineer for at least 2 years.
Operational experience of UMS and medium speed propulsion plant is

desirable. This is a seagoing post. Age range 30-40.

SUPPLY OFFICER
(in the rank of Lieutenant Commander)

The successful candidate, who has held a supply charge appointment, will be
part of a small team who provide logistic and administrative support for the
Royal Yacht and ancilliary craft. He must be an effective and reliable
coordinator capable of undertaking a wide range of duties Some seagoing

involved. Age range 35-50.
Conditions of Service: Tax free salary, gratuity, married status
accommodation with free utilities, 60 days leave per annum with free
business class air travel, limited assistance with school fees, car or car

allowance.
Interested applicants should write with details of their qualifications

and experience to Janet Grieve, Recruitment Manager at:

Charles Kendall & Partners Limited
7 Albert Court, Prince Consort Road

London SW7 2BJ
(Telephone 071 589 1256)

Leaving the Service

Engineers, Technicians, Instructors, Tech. Authors, etc.

Step into the best paid jobs!
We can provide positions for Forces trained personnel of all ranks
Our free, confidential and personal service provides prompt
introductions to U.K..and overseas vacancies often before they
are advertised

If you are in your final year of service, complete the reply slip
below or phone Mike Gibson for a consultation.

NEW ERA SERVICES
14 Great Whyte, Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 1LL
or phone Ramsey (0487) 813030

Please send me a registration form for your Recruitment Service

Rank .

Namj

Address
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Sport

What a Lark(hill)!
TRADITIONALLY khaki-dominated sports like riding see the Army at its most
determined; all the more credit then to the Naval contingent which took on and beat
the soldiers at the Army and Royal Artillery Hunter Trials at Larkhill.

With its four pairs of
horses, the RN team's indi-
vidual placings of first,
third, fifth and eighth were
easily the best of the day,
beating the King's Troop
Royal Horse Ar t i l l e ry ,
Household Cavalry Mount-
ed Regiment, Royal Mili-
tary Police Mounted
Branch and the Royal Mar-
ines.

Second Officer Rachel Firth
(Heron) riding Mr Geoffrey

Minler's Limefoot Barn Owl,
and Second Officer Suzanne
Clark (Osprey) on Mrs Auria
Stuart's Crest of the Wave were
presented with the 7th Queen's
Own Hussars Cup by Lady
Trant before an appreciative
crowd of supporters.

Stalwart

Mrs Stuart has been a stal-
wart of Navy riding for many
years and two more of her
horses. Say When and High

Proof, were the fifth placed
pair.

However, it was the success
of the younger horses, includ-
ing Smoke Spindrift and Oshe-
val, owned and ridden by Capt.
Richard Bridges (Intrepid) and
his wife Helen, who took third
prize, which was the most en-
couraging aspect.

It left the RN team with not
only success to savour over the
winter months but heightened
anticipation of further spoils in
the spring. Fixtures for 1991
begin in March.

Lieut.-
Cdr.'s log
CAUGHT in action (above),
Lieut.-Cdr. Mike Croome-
Carroll (Nelson) and the
Naval Riding Centre's Impy
overcome an obstacle in
the cross-country section
of the Navy Champion-
ships.

Held at HMS Dryad, the
one day event comprised
three phases, cross-
country, dressage and
showjumping.

It was a triumph for
Second Officer Rachel
Firth (Heron), who was in-
dividual winner on Lime-
foot Barn Owl and also
took second place on Say
When.

Wren Sara Stone, also of
HMS Heron, came third rid-
ing Benjamin Brick.

HAT TRICK
ON CARDS
HELD at US Brickfields, Plymouth, the
third Westward League Cross Country race
was hugely successful for the Royal Navy
Athletic Club, writes Lieut.-Cdr. Bob
Chapman.

LCpl. Dave Neil (Cdo Log Reg) won the race,
the first 10 club runners were home in 25, the
team scored its highest ever points total, and the
B team finished second — ahead of all the other
league clubs.

This result means that at only the halfway
stage in the league RNAC has an almost unas-
sailable grip on the title — leading by 200 points
— and looks set to become the first club ever to
achieve a hat trick of championship wins.

Furthermore, the RNAC B team is currently

lying 4th, an amazing demonstration ot strength
in depth and marvellous team spirit.

Leading RNAC Athletes at Plymouth were:l,
Dave Neil; 3, Sub Lieut. Steve Gough (Yeovil-
ton); 5, Sgt. Terry Pares (42 Cdo); 6, Mid. Andy
Simpson (Manadon); 9, LCpl. Nigel Burke (Cdo
Log); 13, Lieut.-Cdr. Bob Chapman (Drake); 15,
PO Mick Cave (FONA); 16, LAEM Tony Dunn
(Culdrose); 19, Mr Mick St John (RMR) and 25,
CPO Mai Walker (RNH Stonehouse). There
were 200 runners in the race.

Team results were: 1, RNAC 1, 481 points; 2,
RNAC 'B' 1,417; 3, Plymouth 1,407; and 4,
Bideford 1,354. Forty-eight teams competed.

Team position after three races: 1, RNAC
4,415; 2, Plymouth 4,216; 3, Bideford 4,210;
and 4, RNAC 'B' 4,128.

ALL PACKED FOR SRI LANKA
TWO Royal Navy men were selected to represent Hong Kong in this
year's Asian RFU Championships, held in Sri Lanka in October.
Seen here prior to their departure and wearing HKRFU blazers
were WO(MEM) Whacker Payne of HMS Tamar and Lieut. Mark
Kent of HMS Peacock.

Is your separation
going further

than you expected?
The feeling of isolation caused by periods

of separation can lead to all sorts of strains
being placed on your marriage.

Problems which would normally be
dealt with on a day-to-day basis can become
drawn out, leaving both husband and wife
anxious and frustrated.

SSAFA are qualified to help you deal with
situations like these.

We can offer immediate
advice and practical help with
problems of an emotional, financial,
physical or mental nature.

If you, or a friend, would like
a sympathetic ear, contact SSAFA at SSAFA

H E S O L D I E R S '

S A I L O R S ' A N D

A I R M E N ' S FAMILIES

A S S O C I A T I O N

Room 11,19 Queen Elizabeth Street,
London SE1 2LR Tel: 071 403

8783/962 9696.
Or, if you live in W. Europe 'phone

JHQ 3392/2263; Gibraltar 05 5480;
Cyprus Episkopi 3900/3647; Hong
Kong Tamar 312 5.

It could help stop your separation
going too far
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Manager's
message

LIEUT. Henry Millington,
the Navy Manager, is
pleased to report on new
and promising talent avail-
able to Navy football this
season. Thirty players
have been given the
opportunity to stake a
claim for a permanent
place in the side, and there
wilt be competition for
places.

A good start to the
season has been achieved
despite many of last year's
capped players being at
sea and unavailable at pre-
sent. It is good to see the
benefits of the coaching
policy bearing fruit and the
introduction of a players'
proficiency course and
coaches/managers days
have played their part in
ensuring that players from
all the establishments are
given the necessary
coaching and encourage-
ment to develop their soc-
cer skills.

It is also very encourag-
ing to see players from the
RN Youth team coming to
play at Senior level and
credit for this must go to
their coaching staff, led by
POPT Ian Farley.

Left: HMS Thunderer's winning squad in triumphant mood.

Pictures: Sub Lieut. Steve Shrubsole |

Right: Phil Makepeace, Thunderer's skipper, (right) runs back to defend a Sultan attack.

Sport

STIRRING TIMES
FOR THUNDERER
THE 75th Navy Cup
final featured a team
from HMS Thunderer
for the first time. The
young officers from the
Royal Navy's engineer-
ing college twice came
from behind to defeat
the home side, HMS Sul-
tan, at Gosport by 3
goals to 2, writes Lieut.-
Cdr. Jim Dunks.

Electing to play against
the strong wind, Thunderer
took some time to settle. On
20 minutes MEA Richard
Howard, the Sultan mid-
fielder, ran through the
Thunderer defence and beat

Fleet sunk by
NAC's subs

A SUNNY afternoon at Yeovilton saw Naval Air Command
play host to the Fleet team for the Inter-Command Football
Final.

It was only the second time since 1947 that Fleet had reached the
final and the team were keen to avenge Fleet's defeat by Naval Air in
1986/87.

They achieved the perfect start when LPT Nick Haigh (Cleopatra)
drove the ball into the net after LSA Mullins in the Air Command
goal had failed to hold a cross from Sub Lieut. Mark Williams
(Hecla) to give Fleet the lead after just six minutes.

Play flowed from end to end as Naval Air tried to reduce the lead
and Fleet tried to increase it. The Fleet defence, well marshalled by
LPT Steve Riley (Campbeltown) remained firm, and the team re-
tained their 1-0 lead at half time.

With the wind behind them, Naval Air pressed forward and kept
the pressure on the Fleet goal. POMEA Stuart Adams was forced to
make several good saves to keep his team ahead. With 10 minutes to
go, Fleet looked as though they would hold out for victory.

At this stage, Naval Air made their master stroke by introducing
PO Chris Baddoo and CPO Mike Thompson, their substitutes, into
the attack.

With five minutes remaining PO Chris Long played a fine through
ball into the path of Baddoo, who shot past the diving Adams to
equalise for Naval Air. The Fleet players were staggered by this goal
and they faced renewed pressure from NAC.

There were 75 seconds of play remaining when PO Will Flint who
had been battling away all afternoon as the main striker, held the
ball up perfectly before laying it off for Thompson to score with a
fine shot past Adams from 15 yards.

Fleet immediately responded and Riley brought a fine save from
Mullins, but the final whistle was blown and the jubilant Naval Air
side retained the trophy they had won at Portsmouth last year.

Fleet appeared to have snatched defeat from the jaws of victory
and must have been very disappointed with their performance in the
last five minutes when they lost concentration and with it the match.

Naval Air Command received the trophy from Commodore
N.C.H. James, Chief of Staff to FONA. This was the first occasion
since 1958/59 that Naval Air had retained the trophy and the team
were a credit to Lieut.-Cdr. Bob Duke, their manager.

But please spare a thought for POPT David Pepper in the Fleet
side — he was appearing in his seventh final but has yet to appear in
a winning team!

keeper Sub Lieu t . Ian
Chambers to a ball outside
the area. His cross was
helped into the goal by the
w i n d before Chambers
could regain his position.

Thunderer stormed back and
when LMEM Gary Lewis had
difficulty controlling the ball in
the wind, Sub Lieut. Kevin
Easterbrook collected it. He hit
a strong ground shot from 15
yards past the diving MEA Neil
Smith in the Sultan goal to lev-
el the scores.

Fortunate
Howard was looking for his

second and Chambers was for-
tunate to smother a strong,
close-range shot with his legs,
but two minutes from half time
Thunderer nearly went ahead.

Following a fine pass from
Sub Lieut. Philip Makepeace,
Greenwood centred and Easter-
brook wasted a good chance by
heading over from close range.

Thunderer, playing with the

wind in the second half, put
Sultan under heavy pressure as
Sub Lieut. Bill Paris saw his lob
beat the keeper but also the bar.
In the 63rd minute Sub Lieut.
Steve Greenwood hit the bar
from a direct free kick and two
minutes later he was denied a
certain goal when Smith brave-
ly dived to take the ball off his
foot.

Agains t the run of play,
LMEM Andy Hume, the Sultan
c e n t r e fo rward , was put
through by MEM Gary Mc-
Govern and after controlling
the ball he scored with a low
shot as Chambers left room by
the near post to restore Sultan's
lead in the 68th minute.

Makepeace equalised within
a minute when he headed home
a cross from Easterbrook. Play
flowed from end to end as each
side sought the winner and
Hume twice went close for
Sultan.

But it was sub Lieut. Mike
Helliwell, who had just come
on as sub, who with his first

touch laid the ball through for
Paris to put Thunderer ahead
for the first time, 3-2. Hume
again had a good chance to
save the game for his side but
his shot went past the post.

This was the first occasion
since 1952 that the Cup has
been won by an establishment
in the Plymouth area. The pres-
ent trophy was presented by the
officers in 1912 and 1990 saw
the first ever win by an all-offi-
cer team. The side is managed
by a Canadian officer, Lieut.
Cdr. Catsburg, and contains a
player each from the Royal
New Zealand and Royal Oman
navies.

The RNFA would like to
thank Naafi for the sponsorship
of RN football, part of their
wider overall support of sport
in the Services. On completion
of the match the Cup was pre-
sented by Capl. Mike O'Reilly,
Naval Director on the Naafi
Board of Management, to the
winning captain, Sub Lieut.
Philip Makepeace.

SO WHO
NEEDS
A CAR?

VETERAN car enthusiast
CPO Martin Salmon (760
Sqdn HMS Daedalus)
couldn't wait for his own
veteran car to be fully re-
stored before completing
the London to Brighton

Race — so he covered the
53% miles on foot instead.

Martin made the dis-
tance — the equivalent of
two full marathons — in
seven hours 26 minutes
and was flagged on his
way by Cdr. Brian Davies,
Royal Navy AAA marathon
co-ordinator and Air Engi-
neering School Training
Commander.

WARRIOR'
LUCKY 1 3s

THIRTEEN teams competed in the Inter Unit Badminton
Competition at HMS Sultan on October 13 and HMS War-
rior's team of Wrens triumphed.

Pictured — with their booty LWREN Christine Houghton
- from left they are LWREN and L W R E N P T E l a i n e
Dorothy Coyle, WREN Tina Broughton, who is the team
Ryan, LWREN Judy Flack, manager.

FOUR OUT
OF FOUR

FOUR victories in just
over a week gave a
promising start to the
Royal Navy football
season.

The first was a 2-1 win
over Sussex Intermediate,
in the traditional curtain
raiser. Deadlock was bro-
ken in the 65th minute
when NAM Gary Hampson
stormed down the left wing
and crossed the ball into
the penalty area, where PO
Arnie Ormston volleyed it
home. The winner came in
the 85th minute courtesy
of CPO David Barclay.

A much-changed side
play host to London Uni-
versity the next day, but
the result was the same —
2-1 for the Royal Navy.
Again the RN scored first.
From a well rehearsed cor-
ner taken by AEM Andrew
Holland (Seahawk), PO Will
Flint (Heron) headed on for
skipper PO Bob White
(Heron) to head in from
close range. Again, too,
the winner came with time
running out. AEM Andrew
Holland was put through by
Flint to score his first goal
for the senior side.

Royal Navy 4 Oxford Uni-
versity 3 was the result the
following day, with the RN
coming back from two
goals down to win this
thriller at Portsmouth. Navy
goals came from LA Andy
Burry (Seahawk), who
scored twice, PO Arnie
Ormston and CPO Bob Bra-
dy, whose stunning cross-
cum-shot decided the
match with four minutes
remaining.

The Navy manager will
be pleased to see the for-
wards scoring goals but
disappointed with a de-
fence conceding them at
the other end.

The RN's match against
Cambridge University at
Fenners ended in a two
one win for the sailors. LPT
Ian Smith clinched the first
when he knocked into the
goal the ball that had re-
bounded from CPO Bob
Brady's shot. Andy Burry
was responsible for the
second. Two minutes later
Cambridge reduced the
lead, but there the result
remained.

RUGBY FINAL
THE Royal Navy Rugby Union
Cup Final, between Devonport
Naval Base and HMS Sultan,
w i l l take place at Burnaby
Road, Portsmouth, on Wednes-
day, December 5. All spectators
are welcome and admission is
free. Kick off 1415.

Semi-final results were as fol-
lows: Devonport 28 Cochrane
0; Sultan 13 Heron 8.
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Airmen shot
down on

rugby pitch
A WELL-drilled Royal Navy (Scotland) team won a keenly
contested match against their RAF counterparts in blustery
conditions in the inaugural match of the Scottish Inter-
Services Rugby Championship at RAF Kinloss on the Moray
Firth.

The Navy, playing without
the Commando contingent,
took on a likewise depleted
RAF side, missing vital players
through Gulf commitments.

Taking full advantage of hav-
ing travelled the previous day
— leaving the morning free to
practice set pieces — the Navy
started well. The first score
came from surging forward
play finished off by scrum half
Stevens. Constant pressure led

Sport

SEVENTH HEA VEN

to a rehearsed second try with
centre Nordon going over after
a loop move involving all the
back division.

A further converted score by
Stevens gave the Navy a 14
point lead at the turn.

The Navy were solid in the
scrummage, gaining several
balls against the head. A height
advantage gave the Air Force
dominance in the line out, but
untidyness around the fringes
prevented the home side from
taking the initiative.

The Air Force started the
second period with renewed
vigour. However, sound defen-
sive action by the Navy thwart-
ed all attacks and ensured the
block out.

After conceding a penalty,
the Navy forwards forced the
Airmen into their own half, re-
sulting in Stevens sniping blind
for his third try. Result: RAF
(Scotland) 3 RN (Scotland) 20.

ROYAL Marine Billy Nixon had 12,993 runners in his wake as he
finished seventh overall in the fifteenth Marine Corps Marathon,
in Washington DC.

MNE. Billy Nixon on his way to seventh place in a field
of 13,000 in Washington's Fifteenth US Marine Corps

Marathon.

A capaci ty ent ry of 13,000
turned out in bright sunshine for
the event, among them a team of
six runners from the Royal Navy/
Royal Marines looking forward to
the annual competition against the
US Marine Corps.

A prestigious event, this mara-
thon is the fourth largest in the
United States. It soon became
clear that the crisis in the Gulf had
not detracted from the competi-
tiveness of the event and at the ten
mile point the two teams were
evenly balanced.

Challenging
However, with the White House

and the Capitol Building behind
them, Mne. Nixon (RM Poole) was
challenging strongly for the lead
and moving through the field at
the 17 mile point.

The second two Navy runners,
Sgt. Terry Pares (42 Cdo) and Cdr.
Alvin Rich (FONA) were also
looking strong and pulling away
from their USMC opposition. By
20 miles the writing was well and
truly on the wall proclaiming vic-
tory for the RN team.

Although Nixon faded towards
the end, his performance, in this
his first marathon, was exception-
al. He finished 7th in a time of 2
hours 29 minutes 31 seconds and
was followed home by Pares
(2.33.02) and Rich (2.34.36).

A fine team performance was
completed by LA Jim Young (Os-
prey) (2.39), CPO Colin Litson
(RNCC Chaddlewood) (2.43) and
CY Andy Watling (Osprey) (2.44).
The defeat of the USMC team was
sealed.

On that hot and humid day the
RN team had defeated their oppo-
sition by over 41 minutes to win
the Victory Trophy for the 7th
time, and had scooped the prize
for the first military team to finish.

This was an outstanding perfor-
mance by a team well able to up-
hold the best traditions of mara-
thon running in the Royal Navy.

ANY Royal Navy Athletic Club
members rejected for the
1991 London Marathon should
apply to Cdr. Brian Davies,
HMS Daedalus ext. 4182, who
may have a few spare entries.

Back row from left: Terry Pares, Al Rich and Colin Litson.
Front: Andy Watling, Jim Young and Billy Nixon.

CRUMPLING
BEFORE

CRUMPLIN
BOXERS of Portsmouth Command have lifted the Navy Novices'
Cup for the first time in seven years, writes Lieut. Duncan Forer.

Sabre rattling
i

.r
111!

Their win, by 26 points to the
Royal Marines' 19, spelt the first
defeat of the Royals since 1983.

Portsmouth were particularly
strong in the lighter weight categor-
ies, winning the bantam, feather and
lightweight divisions. RO Crumplin
was particularly impressive at light-
weight.

Entertaining
With calculated combinations to

the head and body Crumplin out-
classed S(M) Hawken of Plymouth
Command, who wisely retired be-
fore the start of the second round.

At light welterweight RM Recruit
Gifford had a good battle to beat
AEM Kilkenny, while the most en-
tertaining bout of the evening was at
light middleweight, where Recruit
French proved too strong for the
game LPT Brown of Naval Air
Command.

The crowd had to wait until the

final bout of the evening to see a
stoppage. This came when MEM
Leiba (Plymouth) knocked out LSM
Haybittle (Portsmouth) with a big
right.

But the star of the evening was
17'/2-year-old Kevin Crumplin, who
earned himself the Jim Tappin Tro-
phy as the night's youngest winner.

If Crumplin goes on to win in the
Open Championships on December
12 he will become the first boxer
ever to win the Jim Tappin Pair, as
youngest winner in the Novices and
Opens.

Meanwhile, the Navy squad suc-
ceeded in raising £3,000 for a local
children's charity when they com-
peted in Liverpool at the end of
October, and that despite losing the
match.

The squad will be hoping for bet-
ter luck in their run-up towards the
Army v Navy match at HMS Nelson
on January 31.

: fc

A TRIANGULAR match against the GB veterans and Army demonstrated the promise
of the Navy fencing team, warming up for its annual overseas fixture — versus
Sarnia in Guernsey! Harking back to the good old days, the match was played out of
doors — very unusual for sabre fencing — with the Whaley Club, Whale Island,

Dviding the backdrop. Picture: Lieut.-Cdr. Nigel Huxt;

Golf goes
to sudden

death
play off

HINDHEAD Golf Club
basked in glorious sunshine
as HMS Dolphin crowned a
highly successful season by
becoming Portsmouth Area
Golf Champions.

Already holders of the Navy
Cup, Dolphin defeated HMS
Nelson 3-2 in the final after a
sudden death play off at the
first extra hole.

Portsmouth Naval Golf So-
ciety, soon to become Ports-
mouth Royal Naval Golf Club,
organised 14 establishment
teams into two divisions. The
top two from each then contest-
ed semi-finals, with the final
bringing the total to over 80 in-
dividual matches — or approxi-
mately 1,500 holes.

CPO Roy Williams was vil-
lain turned hero, surrendering a
one hole lead at the 18th in his
match, only to clinch victory
ten minutes later at the first ex-
tra hole with the last putt of the
season.

The team members were
CPO Robin Hodge, Roy Wil-
liams, CPO Eddy Edwards and
PO George Nichol.
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Red Plum
goes green
WILD weather — the wildest in
the world, some say — lay
ahead of the ice patrol ship
HMS Endurance when she left
Portsmouth last month for her
annua l deployment to the
Antarctic.

The "Red Plum" — so-called
because of her red-painted hull,
designed to show up in the fro-
zen landscape — will be contin-
uing her survey of Antarctic
Sound, the waterway which
l inks the Weddel Sea with
Drake's Passage.

Outward bound, the Endur-
ance will call at Rio de Janeiro
and Montevideo and she will
spend time in South Georgia
and the Falklands.

The Endurance is proud of
her "green" reputation. Great
care is taken not to upset the
region's delicate ecological ba-
lance; all sewage is specially
treated and rubbish stored for
disposal back in port.

'Bargain breaks'
for old hands

SITTING
EX-SAILOR volunteers are being sought to rejoin the Service for week or fortnight
spells of peacetime training in shore headquarters billets during exercises.

All branches will be consi-
dered for a limited number .of
general duties, but especially
welcome are Cooks, Communi-
cators and Ops (Radar).

For many years ratings leav-
ing the Service have been liable
to complete a period in the
Royal Fleet Reserve, which
means they can be recalled to
the Navy in war. Initially they

are included on the Special List
for 12 months while their ex-
perience and training are rela-
tively recent.

Then they au tomat ica l ly
transfer to the Ordinary List
unless they are in a reserved
occupation or apply (and are
accepted) for retention on the
Special List.

Their only contact with the

Eidir ̂ }li
on the move

THE Second Mine Countermeasures Squadron is to be base-
ported at Portsmouth from January.

The squadron's Ton Class ships left Portsmouth for Rosyth
several years ago when work started on the major task of
repairing Portsmouth's No. 2 Basin.

Re-equipped with the Hunt class vessels HM Atherstone,
Hurworth, Cottesmore, Brecon and Cattistock, the squadron is
now preparing to return home to the south.

Three of the ships, Atherstone, Cattistock and Hurworth, are
currently serving in the Gulf.

RN may be the annual visit to
the mobile Reserve Reporting
Unit. But it is believed there
may be some who, having been
outside for some time, would
appreciate the opportunity to
become more involved with
their former way of life, renew
acquaintances and participate
in some form of t r a i n i n g
scheme.

The new scheme will allow a
small number of volunteers to
undertake some continuation
training and renew contact with
the Navy for short periods.

Members of the Royal Fleet
Reserve who show interest dur-
ing their annual visit to the Re-
serve Reporting Unit will be
given a form on which to give

BR signals
no change
NEGOTIATIONS with British
Rail have resulted in the Forces
Railcard, due to expire at the
end of December, continuing in
its present format until Decem-
ber 31, W91.

The current level of dis-
counts w i l l r emain , w h i l e
minor var ia t ions include a
minimum fare stipulation on
early morning journeys and an
easing of restrictions on travel
on Fridays from King's Cross.

The new cards for 1991 are
now in process of being issued.

times, dates and locations when
they might be available.

Once the Service require-
ment has been established
(about four months before the
planned exercise), notices will
be sent out to check whether
individuals are still interested
and available. Joining instruc-
tions and travel documents will
be issued a month before com-
mencement date.

Individuals will be paid at
the Royal Naval Reserve rate
for the rank at which they left
the Service, with 50 per cent of
the pay as an advance before
the exercise and the balance at
the next pay day after the end
of the exercise.

People wishing to take part
would be covered under the
same indemni ty as regular
counterparts, wear the uniform
and rank as at the time of leav-
ing the Service, be subject to
the Naval Discipline Act and
not be liable for food and
accommodation charges (up to
30 days).

In effect they rejoin the Ser-
vice for the period of the exer-
cise, a l though t ime served
would not count for increased
pension.

The individual would be
responsible for organising his
t ime away from civ i l ian
employment and there
could be no insurance
cover against loss of
civilian job as a
result of partici-
pation.

Details will be
published by DCI.

' THE new Miss Globe and Laurel is Tracey Williams, who
plans to rough it with the Royals (in the nicest possible
way) on such activities as abseiling, unarmed combat,
helo flights and a freefall parachute jump.

. As well as holding the joint Miss Holiday Princess and
/ Miss Globe and Laurel title, Tracey — from Selston,

Notts — has won two other major beauty competitions,

Two more MCMs for the Gulf

Published by Navy News. HMS

TWO more Hunt class
ships, HMS Ledbury and
Dulverton, of the 4th MCM,
are among extra forces to
be sent to the Gulf.

Meanwhile, as Navy News
went to press a plan was
being considered to fly home
from the Gulf ship's company
members of the three Hunt
class vessels HMS Hurworth,
Cattistock and Atherstone for
10-day breaks over the next
few months.

The proposal involves a re

• BRAZEN visitor: Santa
hasn't forgotten the Gulf
ships. Left, in the shape of
Marine Tony Waller, of 42
Commando RM, he drops in
by helicopter on Armilla patrol
ship HMS Brazen.

Picture: LA(Phot) Mick Grant
Nelson. Portsmouth, and printed by Portsmouth

lief ship's company flying out
to the Gulf and moving from
ship to ship, allowing a home
break for each MCM ship's
company in turn.

The final decision on
whether the mid-deployment
break plan goes ahead de-
pends on several factors, not

living conditions on board
small ships.

Meanwhile, for those in the
Gulf at Christmas, letters and
gifts take on a special
significance.

People posting parcels to
British Forces Post Office ad-
dresses there are able to

PO Chris Boorman, who fell overboard from HMS Cattistock
in the Gulf, was rescued after 21 hours in the water. He kept
afloat by clinging to a piece of wood, swimming and treading
water until he was picked up by the US command ship Blue
Ridge.

least any change of situation
in the area.

The minehunters were
among the first ships to leave
Britain after the Iraqis invaded
Kuwait and the plan recog-
nises their longer passage
times and proposed length of
tour, together with the tight
Publishing and Printing Ltd.. The News Centre

send them at the same rate as
the UK inland parcel rate. And
the free aerogramme (Blueys)
concession is proving highly
popular.

Clean teeth are promised by
one of the more unusual gifts
winging their way to the Gulf!
Colgate are providing all the
Hilsea. Portsmouth PO2 9SX.

sailors with a toothbrush —
nearly 3,000 are being sent.

MOD is sending 1,000
paperbacks a month for the
ships, with the books going to
RFA Diligence — fulfilling a vi-
tal role as the main repair ship
there — for distribution
among the ships. From the
Royal Naval Association there
are gift packages.

Bringing a real Christmas
touch will be a videotape of
the HMS Victory carol service
which will be flown out to
ships.

As patrol work continued in
the Gulf, the three Armilla
ships of Group Whisky re-
turned to the UK in mid-
November to great family wel-
comes. HMS York arrived at
Rosyth, HMS Battleaxe at
Plymouth and HMS Jupiter at
Portsmouth.


