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BAD MONTH FOR

AIR WORLD

Five killed
SIX LOSE

in Centaur
LIVES IN

AIRCRAFT CRASHES

OVEMBER was a black month for the Fleet Air Arm. On the

19th of the month there was a serious accident in the 27,000 ton
aircraft carrier, H.M.S. Centaur, resulting in the death of an engineer
sub-licutenant and four engine-room ratings. Lord Windlesham and
a Royal Air Force officer lost their lives when a helicopter from
H.M.S. Hermes crashed in the sea on November 16. Six lieutenants
were killed when two Gannets from R.N. Air Station, Culdrose,

crashed on November 27.

H.M.S. Albion was in collision on
November 26 with a tug in Aden Har-
bour with, it is reported, the loss of
two tugmen. Finally, an aircraft from
H.M.S. Ark Royal was lost in the Gulf
of Aden. Happily the two occupants,
who baled out,
about 40 minutes in the sea.

The five who were killed ine the
Centaur (their names are included in
the In Memoriam notice on page 3)
were in one of the ship's boiler rooms
when a sertous high pressurce steam
leak occurred. Rescue operations by
the ship's company were started im-
mediatelv, but it was some lime before
the boiler room could be entered be-
cause of the intense heat. Medical

were rescued after
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authoritics state that death must have S

been practcally instantancous.
M.P. IN CRASH
The helicopter from H.M.S. Hermes
was flying from the ship, lying off Pem-
brokeshire, to the Royal Naval Air
Station, Brawdy, conveying wvisitors

who had spent the day in the ship. |

when it crashed. Mr. J. Cronin, M.P.,
was one who escaped from the heli-
copter whilst 1t was submerged.

The six Licutenants were on routine
flights from the Royal Air Force

‘Supremo’ to
‘be new First
Sea Lord

" has been announced that Ad-
miral Sir David Luce, who be-
came Commander-in-Chief, Far
East Command, on November 28, |
“Supremo,” head of all the British
Forces in the Far East, will succeed
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Caspar
John as First Sea Lord and Chief
of Naval Staff in the middle of next
I year.

Coastal Command station at Ballykelly
when the planes crashed in thick mist
on Carrowhugh mountain in North
Donegal. The names of those con-
cerned are included in the In Memor-
jam notice, '

On November 30 Licutenant G. F.
Dobbie, Royal Navy, and Sub-Licu-
tenant Gravestock, Royal Navy, as
Observer, had to “bale out” from ‘a
Sea Vixen whilst flying from H.M.S.
Ark Roval, Licutenant Dobbiec was
picked up by a helicopter from the
ship and Sub-Licutenant Gravestock
was rescued by H.M.S. Rothesay.

HELICOPTER RESCUE

On a happier note the survey ship,
H.M.S. Vidal was called upon to
rescue, by means of her helicopter,
the survivor from a Colombian air
freighter, the pilot and co-pilot of
which were killed. The aircraft crashed
into a mountain in inaccessible jungle
near Kingston, Jamaica, and the sur-
vivor, a woman, was winched up to
the helicopter.
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Pages 7-10 have, this month, been devoted to the Mediterrancan Station. The

above photograph shows H.M.S. Blake entering Grand Harbour, Malta.

H.M.S. St. Angelo, Headquarters of the Malta Port Division, is in the right
background, with R.N. Hospital, Bighi in the left background

PILOT—COVERED IN
BLOOD—MAKES A
‘BLIND LANDING’
Commendation by Queen

IEUT. Ninian Michael Tristram, R.N., at present serving at H.M.S. Ariel,

Lee-on-Solent, has received the Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct
for successfully landing a Scimitar aircraft on the carrier H.M.S. Hermes
despite being partially blinded and in grave discomfort when a large bird
shattered his front windscreen ecarlier this year,

Returning from a non-operational
day flight sortic on July 14, the aircraft
was struck on the windscreen by a
large bird. The Scimitar was flying
at 3,000 feet and at 480 knots. The
bird penctrated the windscreen and
covered the pilot and his cockpit with
blood, glass and the shattered remains
of the bird. gAlthough blinded, cut
about the face and subjected to a
wind force of 480 knots, Licut. Tris-
tram put out a “Mayday” call and
stayed with his awrcraft.

* He called for directions from Sub-
Licut. C. A. Bosworth, R.N., who was
flying another Scimitar aircraft along-
side, and was guided back to the ship.

RED-STAINED CANOPY

Sub-Licut. Bosworth said after-

wards. "“His cockpit canopy was
obscured and stained red all over, and
all 1 could see was a red figure which
appeared to be Licut. Tristram’s head.”

Back at the ship, Licut. Tristram was
unable to see the carrier and was
talked down for a successful deck
landing by the Mirror Control Officer
and Sub-Licut. Bosworth. During the
whole of this time, Licut. Tristram was
partially blinded and subjected to the
full slip-stream through the shattered
windscreen,

Licut. Tristram entered the Royal
Navy in 1953 and qualified as a pilot
in 1960. He will shortly begin training
the Home Air Command field-gun
crew for next year's Royal Tourna-
ment.
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H.M.S. Centaur, on which ship five
engine room personnel were killed.

Nubian for
Middle East
next year

M.S. Nubian (Capt. I, W. Jamei-

son, D.S.C.,, Royal Navy), the
Portsmouth Dockyard built frigate
which, since commissioning in October
has been completing Sea Acceptance
Trials in the Portsmouth area will, this
month, start a short period of “shake-
down" before proceeding to Portland
to commence her “work-up.”

The ship will be the first of the new
Tribal Class of General Purpose Fri-
pates to work-up at Portland, The
first week, December 9 to 16, will be
spent in harbour training and the ship
will then return to Portsmouth to give
Christmas lecave and will again return
to Portland carly in the New Year to
continue with her work-up.

H.M.S. Nubian is due to join the
Middle East Command in April next
year.

The keel of the Naiad (2,000 tons),
a Leander class frigate, was laid on
October 30 at the Scotstoun yard of
Yarrow and Co. Ltd. Nine ships of this
class are now under construction,
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EDITORIAL

stories of courage—that quality of
character which enables men and
women, by overcoming fear, to c¢n-
counter danger and difliculties.

There are various kinds of courage.
There is that moral courage which
makes a man stick to what is noble
and true although, bodily, he may fecl
sick with fear., There is the courage
born of one’s own strength—"nothing
can overcome me." There is the
courage to go out and do batile
although one’s knees feel as if they
were made of water.

The names of Capt. Scott and his
party. Florence Nightingale, bomb
disposal officers. men going “over the
top” in the First World War, Grace
Darling. Edith Cavell, early aviators,
carly submariners, astronauts, clc,
come readily to mind and their acts
portray courage of the highest order.

COOL COURAGE

War brings out the hates and fears,
but it has also provided examples of
cool, stark courage of the highest
order. But in days of peace, too, there
are often acts of supreme courage.

Take. for example, the courage of the
lifeboatmen. When the storms are at
their worst, when all ships at sea are
strugeling for a peacelul haven, some
ship—somecone—is  in  danger: the
maroon is sounded. and men of all
ranks rush to the shore and, despite
the pounding of the waves and the
noise of the storm. off goes the hife-
boat on its work of rescue.

The lifeboat’s crew do not consider
their work an act of courage. They do
not think of themselves as herocs.
What was it one said recently? “There's
somconc out there in trouble—some-
onc has got to do something.”

ERRANDS OF MERCY

The tragic loss of the men of the Sea-
ham harbour lifeboat should bring
home to us all the arduous nature of
the lifeboatmen’s errands of mercy and
we hope that the dependants of those
who lost their lives will be cared for.

~ We of the Navy, who know the sea
in_her every mood, salute the courage
of the lifeboatmen. Heroes all are they.

WEEKEND LEAVE

TRIUMPH COACHES

3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth
Phone 17351

Operate thelollowing Official Express Service
ter Service Personnel EVERY WEEKEND
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N.B.—To al! ships visiting Ports-
mouth: Special facilities to meet
your particular travelling require-

ments can be organised at short
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in Coll

HE introduction in 1960 of the
Murray Scheme of officer entry in-

| to the Royal ™Navy has had a direct
HE pages of history are Tull of |

effect on the training of young men on
the Lower Deck selected for promo-
tion to the General List of officers, the
Upper Yardmen.

In 1960 Upper Yardman training was
transferred to Britannia Royal Naval
College, Dartmouth, from H.M.S.
Temeraire at South Queensferry in
Scotland. At Dartmouth they initially
formed a separate division living in
separate  quarters in  the college
grounds, but in May of this year they
became fully integrated in the main
college and are now dispersed amongst
the five divisions of officers under
training. Wearing cadets” uniform,
they are distinguished by their white
shoulder flashes.

Before joining the Britannia Rdyal
Naval College, and having been
recommended by his commanding ofli-
cer and passed a preliminary sclection
board, an Upper Yardman candidate
must have been sclected by the
Admiralty Interview Board at Gosport,
and possess four passes at “'O" level in
the General Certificate of Education. A
successful  candidate is  promoted
Upper Yardman Cadet and joins
Britanmia Royal Naval College in Sep-
tember when he must be under 21 vears
of age, this being a lower age limit
than hitherto.

His training at Dartmouth lasts up
lo two years and is aimed, chiefly. at
enabling him to obtain two “A™ levels
in the G.C.E.. this being the cdu-
cational qualification required of
General List Cadets on entry.

PROMOTION TO MIDSHIPMAN
Having obtained “A™ levels in the

September following, he is promoted
midshipman and goes to sea with the

ege life

tcurrent batch of Murray Scheme mid-
shipmen. his training therealter being
exactly the same as theirs.

i After a year in the Fleet as midship-
'men they are promoted to acting sub-
lieutenants, and seaman and supply
| specialists return to Dartmouth for two
' years: engineering specialists go o
Manadon for a degree or diplomu
COUrse.

An Upper Yardman Cadet who fails
to obtain the two “A™ levels within
two years is given the option of revert-
ing to rating, transferring to the Sup-
plementary List or leaving the Service.

Upper Yardman Cadets play a very
full part in college life and take cvery
opportunity to make use of the un-
paralleled recreational and sporting
facilities available. In addition to the
usual sports of rugby, soccer, hockey,
cericket. tennis and swimming, these
facilities include Tiger Moth flying,
beagling, rough shooting, sub-aqua
diving. badminton, athletics, etc.

OCEAN-GOING YACHTS

A fleet of some 90 boats ranging
from “Firefly” dinghies to six ocean-
going vachts provide sailing experience
not only on the River Dart but to
places as far away as Scandinavia.

That the 60 Upper Yardmen at
present in the college make full use of
these facilities is revealed when it is
realised that the captains of Ist XV
rugby. 2nd X1 soccer, 2nd X1 hockey.
| basketball and sailing are all Upper
Yardman Cadets. They are also well
represented in all other college sports,
and colours have been awarded to
fencers. satlers. and cross-country run-
ners, besides players of rugby, soccer
and hockey. Four Upper Yardmen of
the 1961 entry have qualified as yacht
skippers, which enables them to sail
« the yachts in sole charge.

.’

December, 1962

YT Y

T W T .

Upper Yardman Cadets play full part

Pt iy

[ Upper Yardman cadets at Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. The
cadets a:2 fully integrated in the college life and distinguishable only by
their white shoulder fashes.

Notes (i) The term U.K. Base Port means the port at which a ship may
normally be expected to give leave and refit. Portsmouth (C) indi-
cates ships administered by Portsmouth but which will normally

refit and/or give leave at

Chatham.

(ii) As ratings are normally detailed for overseas service about four
months ahead of commissioning date, and for home service about
two months ahead of commissioning date, this should be borne
in mind when preferring requests to volunteer to scrve in a

particalar ship.

(11) It is emphasiscd that the

dates and particulars given below are

forecasts only and may have to be changed—perhaps at short

notice.

(iv) Ships in which Locally En

tered Cooks (S), Cooks (0) or Stewards

are to be borne in hieu of UK. ratings are to be indicated as
follows: (A)—All Cooks (S), Cooks (O) and Stewards; (B)—Cooks
(S), other than one P.O. Cook (S), all Cooks (O) and all
Stewards; (C)—Cooks (O) and Stewards only; (D)—Cooks (S)

ﬂn!iv: (E)—Leading Cook
and Stewards only.

SUBMARINE COMMAND

H.M.S. Narwhal, December at Devon-
port, for Second Submarine Squad-

. ron at Plymouth,

H.M.S. Truncheon, Deccember, at
Rosyth, for Second Submarine

vadron at Plymouth.

H.M.S. Artful, January, at Devonport.

for Second Submarine Squadron at
Plymouth.

H.M.S. Alliance, February at Chat-
ham, for Eleventh Submarine Divi-
vision at Singapore.

H.M.S. Oracle, February at Birken-
head, for First Submarine Squadron
at Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Cachalot, February, at Ports-
mouth, for Second Submarine
Squadron at Plymouth.

H.M.S. Aurochs, April, at Portsmouth,
for First Submarine Squadron at
Portsmouth.

GENERAL

H.M.S. Nubian, December 5, General
Service Commission, Home/Middle
East (18 months). Change classi-
fication of service; Ninth Frigate
Squadron. U.K. Base Port, Porls-
mouth (B).

H.M.S. Murray, December 13, at
Rosyth for trials. Commissions for
Home Sea Service March 5. Second
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port,
Devonport,

H.M.S. Scarborough, December 31, at
Portsmouth. L.R.P. complement.

H.MLS. Duchess, January 3, at Ports-
mouth. for Foreign Service (Fast
East). 5th  Destroyer Squadron,
'II'r;mﬁIcrs to 24th E.S. April. 1963
(B).

H.M.S. Diamond, January 3, at Chat-

ham. for General Service Commis-
sion. Med./Home. 5th Destroyer

Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Ports- |

mouth, Transfers 10 23rd E.S. Feb-
ruary, 1963 (A).

(S) and Stewards only; (F)—Cooks (S)

H.M.S. Diana, January 3, at Devon-
port, for General Service Commis-
sion Home/East of Suez. 5th De-
stroyer Squadron. Transfers to 22nd

E.S. February, 1963, U.K. Basc Port,
Devonport.

H.M.S. Cambrian, January 3, at
Dcmnpurt. for General Service
Commission, Home/East of Suez.

Transfers to 22nd E.S. February.

U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth.

| 809 Squadron, January 14, at R.N. Air

| Station, Lossiemouth. Strike H.Q.
Squadron, Buccanecer., Home Sea
Service,

H.M.S. Bastion, January 21, at Bah-
rain, for Foreign Service (Middle
East) Amphibious Warfare Squad-
ron (F).

H.M.S. Alert, January 24, at Singa-
pore. Foreign Service (Far East) (A).

H.M.S. Gurkha, Januvary 29 (may be
delayed), at Suuthnmplun for Home
Sea Service. Commissions March,
1963, for General Service Commis-
sion. Home/Middle East (I8
months). 9th Frigate Squadron, U.K.
Base Port, Rosyth (B).

~No. 829 Devonshire Flight., January.
General Serviee Commussion  for
H.M.S. Devonshire, Wessex. Change
classification of service.

H.M.S. Laleston, January, at Chat-
ham, for Home Sea Service. 3rd M/S
Squadron. Commission vice Kirk-
liston. U.K. Base Port, Portland.

H.MLS. Broadsword, January, at Porls-
mouth. Reduce to C. and M, Party.

H.M.S. Loch Killisport, February 1. at
Singapore for Foreign Service Far
East). Captain (F), 3rd Frigate
Squadron (A).

H.MLS. Crossbow, carly February, at
Chatham. Reduce to trials crew.

| HLMS.  Belfast, mid-February,

Devonport. Reduce to trials crew.

' HLMLS. Eskimo, February 19, at Cowes

for Home Sca Service. General Ser-

at

vice Commission, May, 1963, Home/
Middle East (18 months), 9th
Frigate St‘:l;ldl’uﬂ, U.K. Base Port,
Portsmouth (B).

HM.S, Plymouth, February 21, at
Devonport, for General Service
Commussion, East of Suez/Home.
22nd E.S. U.K. Base Port, Devon-
port.

H.M.S. Rhyl, February 21, at Ports-
mouth, for General Service Com-
mission, Med./Home. 23rd E.S.
U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth (A).

H.M.S. Troubridge, Fcbruary, at
Malta. L.R.P. complement, Local
Forcign Service.

H.M.S. Manxman, February, at Chat-
ham. Steaming crew. Home Sea Ser-
vice. Local f-*urcign Service from
date of sailing (Far East) (A).

H.M.S. Chichester, February, at Chat-
ham. L.R.P. complement.

H.M.S. Bulwark, February, at Devon-
port. L.R.P. complement.

H.MS. Grafton. cnd February,
Portsmouth. L.R.P. complement.

H.M.S. Zest, March I, at Malta for
trials. Home Sea Service.

H.M.S. Hartland Point. March 1. at
Singapore, for Foreign Service (Far
East) (A).

H.M.S. Ursa, March 7, at Devonport,
for General Service Commission
West  Indies/Home. 8th  Frigale
Squadron, UK. Base Port, Devon-
port.

H.M.S. Tartar, March 12, at Devon-
port for Home Sea Service, General
Service Commission, May, Home/
Middle East (18 months). Yth
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port,
Devonport.

H.M.S. Hampshire, March 12 (ten-
tative date), at Clyde for Home Sea
Service. General Service Commis-
ston September, (tentative date),
Home/East of Sucz. U.K. Base Port,
Portsmouth (A).

at

DRAFTING FORECAST-YOUR NEXT SHIP

No. 829 Hampshire Flight, March 12,
R.N. Air Station, Culdrose. Home
Sea Service., General Service Com-
mission, September (tentative date).
For H.M.S. Hampshire, Wessex.

H.MLS. Jaguar, March 14, at Chatham,
for General Service Commission,
Home/South Atlantic and South
America. 7th  Frigate Squadron.
U.K. Basc Port. Portsmouth.

H.MLS. Lowestoft, March 21, at Chat-
ham, for General Service Commis-
sion, Med./Home. 23rd E.S. UK,
Base Port. Portsmouth (A).

H.M.S. Tiger, March 22 (ilentative
date), at Devonport for Home Sea
Service. General Service Commis-
sion, February, 1964, Home/East of
?Au;:z U.K. Base Port, Devonportl

H.M.S. Lynx, March 22, at Chatham,
for trials. Commissions May 30 for
General Service Commission Home/
South Atlantic and South America.
7th Frigale Squadron. U.K. Base
Port, Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Leander, March 26, at Belfast,
for Home Sea Service. General
Service Commission, May (tentative
date), Home/Med. 2Ist ES. U.K.
Base Port, Portsmouth,

H.M.S. Daring, March (tentative date),
at Devonport. Increase from C. &
M. Party to L.R.P. complement.

H.M.S. Ruossell, April, at Rosyth.
L..R.P. complement.

H.M.S. Decoy, April 9, at Devonport,
for General Service Commission
Home/Med. 2Ist ES. U.K. Base
Port. Devonport (A).

H.M.S. Berwick, April 9, at Ports-
mouth, for General Service Com-
mission Home/Med. 21st E.S. UK.
Base Port. Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Scorpion, April. at Portsmouth.
Reduce to C, & M. party.

(Continued on page 3, col. 1)
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THE NAVY HAS 42 SHIPS

BUILDING

HE Admiralty announnces that with

the launching of H.M.S. Aurora,
fifth of the new Leander class frigates,
by Mrs. Le Fanu (wife of Vice-
Admiral M. Le Fanu, C.B., DS.C,
Third Sea Lord and Controller of the
Navy) at the Glasgow yard of John
Brown & Co. Ltd. on November 21
and the launching of the tenth Oberon
class submarine, H.M.S. Osiris, by
Mrs.  Mackenzie (wife of Rear-
Admiral H. §. Mackenzie, 12.5.0. and
Bar, D.S.C.. Flag Officer Submarines,
at the Barrow yard of Vickers-Arm-
strongs  (Shipbuilders) Ltd.,
are now 42 ships under construction
for the Royal Navy,

Since April, 1951,
construction for the
328 ships, viz.,
addiion Victorious was rebuilt),
purded missile destrover, six Whitby |
class frigates, four Salisbury class fri-
:._..l.lL‘-h, one Tribal class frigate, one

the total

Navy

new |
has been |
six awrcraft carriers (in |
one |

survey ship, three fleet replenishment
ships, three cruisers, cight Daring class

destroyers, 12 Blackwood class frigates,

four Leopard class frigates, nine
Rothesay class frigates, 16 conven-
tional submarines. 104 coastal mine-
sweepers and 150 smaller vessels.

It is but fair to remark, however,
that the six aircraft carriers were laid
down between October, 1942, and
May, 1945, the three cruisers were laid
down in 1941 and 1942 and the
Darings were laid down between 1945
and 1949,

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Of the 42 ships now under con-

struction there are five guided missile

there | destroyers,

10 Leander class frigates, two fast fleet

two nuclear submarines,
replenishment ships, two assault ships,
seven conventional submarines,  six
Tribal  class  frigates and  eight
smaller vessels.

A third nuclear submarine, three
Leander class frigates and two smaller
vessels are on order and awaiting lay-
ing down,

DRAFTING FORECAST (cont’d)

(Continued from page 2, column 5)

H.M.S. Anzio and No. 1 Assault Sq.,
April 19, at Gibraltar, for Forcign
Service (Middle East) Amphibious
Warfare Squadron (B).

H.M.S. Puma, May,
L.R.P. complement.

H.M.S. Centaur, May, at Portsmouth.
Service under consideration. U.K.
Base Port, Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Redoubt, May 31, at Bahrein
for Foreign Service (Middle East).
Amphibious Warfare Squadron (F).

H.M.S. Messina and No. 5 Assault Sq.,
June7, at Bahrein, for Foreign Ser-
vice (Middle East). Amphibious
Warfare Squadron (B).

H.M.S. Kent, June 27 (tentative date),
at Belfast for Home Sea Service.
General Service Commission, Octo-
ber, 1963 (tentative date), Homef
East of Sucz. UK. Base Port, Ports-
mouth.

H.NVLS.
date),
Service).
porl.

H.MLS. Dido. June (tentative date). at
Glasgow, for Home Sea  Ser-
vice. General Service Comnussion,
August (tentative), East of Suez/
Home (16 months) 2nd ES. UK.
Base Port, Portsmouth,

H.MS. London, June (may be de-
laved) at Wallsend-on-Tyne for
Home Sea Service. General Service
Commuission October, 1963 (mav be
delaved). East of Suez/Home., UK
Base Port, Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Berry Head, June, at Chatham,
for trials.

No. T00H Squadron, June (tentative
date). at R.N. Air Station, Culdrose.
LET.U, Wasp.

H.MS. VYictorious, July 3 (tentative

Portsmouth,

Daleymple, June (tentative
at Devonport, for Home Sea
U.K. Base Port, Devon-

H.M.S. Vidal, July, at Chatham, for
General Service Commission. West
Indies. U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth,

H.M.S. Mohawk, July (may be de-
layed), at Barrow for Home Sea Ser-
vice. General Service Commission
August, 1963 (may be delayed),
Home/Middle East (18 months). 9th
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port,

Portsmouth.
H.M.S. Meon, July 26, at Bahrein for
Foreign  Scrvice (Middle East).

Amphibious Warfare Squadron (B).

H.M.S. Cavalier, end July, at Chat-
ham. C. & M. party.

H.M.S. Blackpool, August, at Chat-
ham. L.R.P. complement.

No. 829 Kent Flight, mid-August, at
R.N. Air Station, Culdrose, for
Home Sea Service. General Service
Commission, October, 1963. For
H.M.S! Kent, Wessex.

H.M.S. Relentless, September _'j__at
Rosyth for trials. Commission
March, 1964, for Foreign Service
(Far East) from date of sailing. 3rd
Frigate Squadron. Transfers to 26th
E.S.. December, 1964 (A).

H.MS. Loch Alvie, carly September,
at Singapore, for Forcign Service
(Far East). Third Frigate Squad-
ron (A).

H.M.S. Appleton, HAMLS. Flockton,
H.AMLS. Chilcompton, Scptember, at
Aden, for Foreign Service (Middle
East). 9th M./S. Squadron (E).

H.M.S. Ulster, Scptember, at Devon-
port. C. & M. party (under con-
siderition).

H.MLS. Parapet, October 18, at Bah-
rein, for Forecign Service (Niddle
East). Amphibious Warfare Squad-
ron (F).

H.M.S. Caprice, QOctober, at Gibral-

date). at Portsmouth. Service under Lar, f”&: L“l‘:“l _ Foreign  Service.
consideration, U.K. Base Port, L.R.P. Complement.
Portsmouth. (Continued in col. 3)

|

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL

for outstanding value in Life Assurance consult

73-76 King William Street, London, E.C.4.
Telephone MANsion House 2431 (10 lines)

ASSETS EXCEED £440,000,000

PROVIDENT SOCIETY

O TOou

Live In A

Coastal Area?

JOIN THE NEW ROYAL NAVAL
AUXILIARY SERVICE

| which YOU can help.

The protection and control o our shipping in wartime is a vital task in

Men and women over 2| years of age can ‘oin this volunteer service
Uniform is provided and all expenses paid.

Volunteers.are trained in their spare time for special duties to take their
place in a Naval Port Organisation in emergency, either ashore or afloat.

For details apply to your nearest Royal Naval Recruiting Office, or write direc:
to:- Command Noaval Auxiliary Officer,
H.M. Dockyard, Portsmouth, Office of the Commender-in-Chief, Plymouth or
Office of the Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, Rosvth. Fife.

Office of the Commander-in-Chizf,

SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY |

H.M.S. Broadsword

No. 85

(Continued from col. 2)

H.M.S. Cassandra, October, at Ports-
mouth, for General Service Com-

mission, Home/Med. 2Ist E.S.

U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth.
H.M.S. Barrosa, October, at Singa-

pore, for Foreign Service (Far

East). 24th E.S. (A).

H.M.S. Penelope, October (may be
delayed), at Newcastle, for Home
Sea Service. 20th Frigate Squadron.
U.K. Base Port, Devonport.

HMS., Kemerton, October, at Aden,
for Foreign Service (Middle East).
9th M./S. Squadron (E).

| In ﬂlemuri;m

George Douglas Bell, Engineening
Mechanic, P/K979601, H.M.S.
Torquay. Died October 10, 1962,

Michael Bancroft, Stores Assistant,

P/M958626, H.M.S. Dolphin.

Died October 13, 1962, I
Richard Wiliam Harry Clarke,

Writer, P/M966352, H.MLS.

Dolphin. Died October 13, 1962,
l David Findlay Sims, Stores Assis-
tant, D/M978032, H.M.S.
Dolphin. Died October 13, 1962,
Clifford Bernard Hayword, Tactical
Communications Operator,
P/J970990, H.M.S. President.
Died October 14, 1962.

Edwin Derick Locke, Acting Lead-
ing Engincering Mechanic,
P/KX914999, H.M.S. Sea Eagle.
Died October 18, 1962,

David Loye Bramble, Shipwright
Ist Class, D/MX904930, H.MLS.
Shackleton. Died October 24,
1962.

George Harold Hawes, Leading
Seaman, P/J947276, H.M.S. Ber-
wick. Died November 5, 1962,

Terence William Lewis, Acting
Petty Officer Engincering
Mechanic, P/K965273. H.M.S.
Sultan. Died November 5, 1962,

Granville John Dagnall, Able Sea-
man, P[J1984163, H.M.S. Victori-
ous. Died November 7, 1962.

Cdr. Graham Edmund Mee,
A.M.LE.E., Royal Navy. H.ML.S,
President. Died November 12,
1962.

Engr. Sub-Lieut. Leslie Townsend
Jennings, Royal Navy, H.M.S.

Centaur. Died November 19,
1962.

Tom Harold Cartwright, Chief
Engineering Mechanic, I’IHK+
525799, H.M.S. Centaur. Died
November 19, 1962.

Derick Hambridge, Leading
Engineering  Mechanic, P/K
965253, H.M.S. Centaur. Died

| November 19, 1962,

John Edwin McCosh, Engineering
Mechanic, Pf053578, HL.M.S.
Centaur, Died November 19,
1962.

Gerald Brian Patrick Fitzpatrick,
Engineering Mechanic, /060634,
H.M.S. Centaur. Died Novem-

ber 19, 1962.
| Lieut. John Hilary Griffith, Royal

Navy, H.M.S. Seahawk. Died
November 27, 1962.

Lieut. Peter Maycock, Royal Navy,
H.M.S. Seahawk. Died Novem-
ber 27, 1962.

Lieut. George Cameron Halley,
Royal Navy, H.MS. Seahawk.
Died November 27, 1962,

Lieut. Brian Robert Tulley, Royal
Navy. H.M.S. Seabawk. Died
November 27, 1962,

Lieut. Peter Leonard Martin, Royal
Navy, H.M.S. Seahawk. Died

Lieut. Christopher John Blancheit,
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Seahawk.
Died November 27, 1962,

November 27, 1962, |

i by
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HE Fleet Radar Picket H.M.S.
Broadsword was originally armed
and equipped as a destroyer for fleet
anti-submarine escort duties, but was
modernised and converted to a radar
il;tskﬂlft (aircraft direction) destroyer in

Built by Yarrow & Co. Litd., Scots-
toun, Broadsword was lamid down In
July, 1944, launched on February §,
1946 and completed on October 4,
1948. Of 2,935 tons (full load) dis-
placement, the ship is 365 ft. (0.a.) in
length with a beam of 38 ft. Comple-
ment is 256 otlicers and men.

The destroyver has four 4-inch guns
(in twin mounts) and has two “Squid”
triple-barrelled depth charge mortars.,

During the conversion to radar
picket, a second lattice mast, with the
prominent air warning radar acrial was
installed forward of the after funnel.
(The fore-funnel is masked by the
foremast).

The other ships of the class—
Weapon—are Scorpion and Crossbow,

A fourth, the Battleaxe, was badly
damaged in a collision on the night of

August 1/2 this yecar, and is to be
scrapped.

The present Broadsword is the first
of her name to serve with the Royal
Navy and her badge is of a broad-

sword on a white and blue wavy field.

BATTLEAXE
AND URSA
REPRIMANDS

M a series of courts-martial which

followed the collision between
H.M.S. Battleaxe and H.M.S. Ursa on
the might of August 1/2, resulting in
serious damage to H.M.S. Battleaxe,
five oflicers and one petty officer have
been sentenced to be reprimanded.

Those reprimanded were Cdr. S. S.
Brooks, R.N.. H.M.S. Ursa, Cdr.
0. P. Sutton, R.N., H.M.S. Battleaxe,
lLacut. A. H. Paterson, R.N., H.M.S.
Battleaxe, Licut. P. G. Stephens, R.N,,
H.M.S. Ursa. Licut. E. A. Brooks,
R.N.. H.M.S. Battleaxe and P.O. W. E.
Overton, H.M.5. Ursa.

N S R VR e D [l A
?;l' "'-u,:- 'I-" t'!"'.q:t'*"r"""_.”rj Y haera :l.'-' :'I-"l- A SR
-|ﬂ l"lil:" 'l * ‘.r '.:."j:‘:.',j” A i -"’:.Plll.:-"; & l'i1

EEMEAA i o e |
:.‘";;} i ﬂ; . I I‘:

5 i R L

LI it

l“l“hnu IH”“]HI '| :I.
-..,_:EE:_ j'|'“." I-IIIIII-H :E
it ".',r# :-1l::.= :- --ln ey

COMING HOME ON LEAVE ?
ON YOUR WAY OVERSEAS ?

Wherever you're going to be, you'll need a car on arrival. Buy
a new Hillman, Humber, Sunbeam now from E.M.A. Ltd,, Ports-
mouth. If yours is an extended posting, take advantage of our
special export scheme—you buy at export prices.

Let E.M.A. make all the arrangements—export formalities, in-
surance, shipping, everything. Call at our showroom or write
to us today—your car can be on its way tomorrow: or waiting
for you when you dock! Or it can be purchased on the home
delivery plan for use in this country before you sail,

BUY A

HILLMA

N MINX

through
ROOTES OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN

MAIN DEALERS FOR
HUMBER, HILLMAN,
SUNBEAM CARS

E.M.A. LTD.
Grove Road South
Southsea

Tel.i PORTSMOUTH
23261
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H.MS. Ark Royal, the Royal Navy's largest ship in commission, has completed the first vear of her fourth com-
mission and is due to return to Devonport this month. Inset. Capt. D. C, E. F. Gibson, D.S.C., R.N., her Command-

ing Officer

Ark Royal completes first

vear of fourth commission
HOME FOR XMAS

T the naval base, Singapore, on Sunday, September 16, the flight deck

of H.M.S. Ark Royal was the scene of a service of commemoration. The

service was conducted by the Chaplain of the Fleet and the occasion was the lirst
anniversary of the beginning of the Fourth Commission.

The commission began on September
12, 1961, at Devonport, and in the year
that has passed, the ship has gradually
emerged as  a  worked-up, fully
operational, attack carrier . . . the
most powerful unit of the Fleet, The
vear has been an eventful one, one up-
on which the ship's company can look
back with pleasure and pride.

After the sea trials period in the
Channel; work-up in the Moediter-
rancan, which included Christmas al
Malta and visits to Naples and Gibral-
tar: and a spell of leave at Devonport,
the ship sailed for Singapore on March

==

10 this vear. There she was to join the |

Far East Flect using Singapore as her
m..in base,

EAST OF SUEL
A 33-day passage, broken only by
hult a dav at Aden and including the
transit of the Suecz Canal, saw her
arrival at Singapore where she was to

be based for the next seven months, |

I'his was the first time that the ship had
ever been east of Suez and this also
applicd to many of the ship’s com-
Pany.

e - == : =

In the main, the programme as fore-
cast was followed, and the ship, in due
course of her duties, visited Subic Bay
and Manila in the Philippines, Hong-
Kong, Okinawa and Fremantle, cach
visit leaving behind it memories of in-
teresting places and Kindly people. The

hospitality of the Americans  in
Okinawa and the Philippines, the
spontancous welcome of the

Australians in Fremantle and Perth,
and the unique shopping opportunities
in Hong Kong were all memorable ex-
pericnces even lo the most sophisti-
caled of the Ark Royals,
INTENSIVE EXERCISES

The year, however, was not just a
saga of exciting and interesting visits,
These were pleasant, but incidental, in-
terludes in 12 months of absorbing and
mtensive traming, and participation in
numerous cxercises with the navies of
the United States and the S.E.AT.O.
nations.

Perhaps the culminating and most
successful of these was “Showboat™—
2 “shop-window™  demonstration

e —
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|

Ihe static displays arranged on board,
the flying displays by the squadrons
and the display given by the ships in
company, gave the guests a good in-
sight into the day-to-day training, the
cfliciency and the state of prepared-
ness of the Royal Navy in the Far
East.

The first year, then, has passed more
quickly than most expected, leaving be-
| hind it a host of memories such as the
‘day spent at Pulau Tioman—a Bali-
' Hai-like island in the South China Sea;
'a hilarious crossing-the-line ceremony;
(the Kkindliness and compassion with
'which the Ark Rovals looked after the
' blind children who came on board at
CSingapore, and the children’s parties

given to the orphans and under-
| privileged children wherever the ship
| has visited.

| Ahecad lies the second year, which in-

since 1945

I' becomes increasingly difficult,
vear by vear, to lind superlatives, so

1 richly deserved, to describe that superb

production—*"Jane’s Fighting Ships.”
The 65th edition is, as usual, a first-
class production from start to [linish,
and the rapidly changing naval scene
has meant that the volume of fresh
material is well above the average.

Particulars of over 10,000 warships
of the navies of 93 countries, with well
over 2,000 illustrations, including
about 1,570 photographs and 470
scale drawings, are included in this
stupendous volume.

The Editor, Mr. R. V. B. Blackman,
M.I.Mar.E.. M.R.LLN.A., in his fore-
word, refers to the very large number
of British warships scrapped or sold
since 1945: 15 battleships and battle
cruisers scrapped; 30 aircraft carriers
scrapped or sold (and 23 escort car-
riers returned to the US.A); 54
cruisers scrapped or sold; scrapped or
sold, 280 destrovers, 340 frigates and
escorts (and 88 returned to the U.S.AL);
and 110 submarines.

LITTLE NEW CONSTRUCTION

He goes on to sav: “It is manifest
that the United Kingdom does not
now require, nor can it afford. the
mighty fleet of former dayvs™ and men-
tions the “fair modernisation pro-
gramme” carried out, but in the 17
years since 1945 there has been com-
paratively little compensation in new
construction, and the Roval Navy “is
now stretched to breaking point, as
events in recent yvears have proved.”

“The question will have to be
faced as to whether the United

power with an insular fleet largely

composed of frigates and mine-

sweepers.

“Will the present concept of an air-
craft carrier obtain in 20 vears” time?”
asks Mr. Blackman, and he mentions
the progress made with the wvertical

[S UK. TO BECOME
A SECOND-CLASS
NAVAL POWER?

Over 900 ships disposed of

wider, with the shape of a tear drop?

Will the nuclear-powered submers-
ible supplant the carrier? Asking this
question raises the Tnormous cost of
naval construction today. The new
frigate, Ashanti, is estimated to have
cost over £51 million, twelve times
the cost of the previous Ashanti—:
destrover of comparable size. The
nuclear-powered submarine, H.M.5.
Dreadnought, may well cost £20 mil-
lion, and a new large aircrafl carrier
would probably cost £50 million (pos-
sibly £100 million in ten yvears' time
when  equipment  and  aircraft  are
included.

HUGE US. NAVY

Owver 100 pages of this new volume
are devoted to the United States Navy,
as befits a force totalling some 3,200
craft, of which, in September this year,
900 were active (400 warships and
S00 support craft).

By 1970 there will be 150 ships with
nuclear-powered  machinery  plants
and 200 ships armed with surlace-to-
air guided missiles, and all combatant
ships  will be armed with anti-
submarine missiles or ecquipped with
anti-submarine aircrafl.

Twenty-six pages of the new Janes
arc devoted to the U.S.S.R., which
has a naval force of some 3,400 units,
including 1,000 mincsweepers, 1,000
molor torpedo boats and 200 fleet
auxiliarics.

SOVIET NAVAL EFFICIENCY

Although the Editor says “the mis-
siles are said to be limited in numbers
and range,” he adds that this state of

affairs will probably not obtain for
long. “Soviet research, Soviet tech-

nology, Soviet prefabrication and
Soviet shipyards now scem to be fully

Kingdom is to remain one of the | peared and it would be unwise to
big three. or whether she will sink | ypderestimate Soviet warship produc-
to the status of a second-class naval | (jon capabilitics. Naval bases, war-

' ships, submarine pens and shore sta-

tions are probably at their highest
efficiency since the war.”

“Jane's Fighting Ships” (compiled
and edited by R. V. B. Blackman,
MU MarE., MR.LN.A. and pub-
lished by Sampson Low, Marston &

which was held in the South China Sea. |

cludes the ship’s return to Devonport | take-olf or short take-o!l and landing | Co. Lid., at £5 5s.) is, as usual, superb
Cin December, a year which promises to | aircraft, which might. in time to come. | —an indispensable work of reference
(be as exciting. fruitful and satisfying | influence the shape of possible future | for all interested in the navies of the
(s the first one has been. | carriers. Could they be shorter or | world.

I e ——————
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How can | save?

|

Ob course 1 try to. But my pay’s not cnough to
save anything.

| That’s what [ thought when I was your age
until someone showed me the Progressive
Savings Scheme. I only had to put aside (3
a month by Naval allotment but when I leave

the Service next year I can collect /855.
Sounds too good to be true. Where's the catch?
No catch. And if | had died at any time my -

e e SEE D m L e e W e —

wife would have received the whole /Bs5
immediately. You see, it’s a Savings
Scheme and Life Assurance rolled into one.

Which will you take?
’m going for the pension. I'm all lined

Supposing you hadn’t signed on for 22 yecars’ up for a job already, and with an extra
SLPESITED ‘ - ) ' pension to look forward to when I retire,

servicer : : s :
and the [‘IFE nrovided for if anvthing

When | had don i .
paid gzemium:?:rﬂy:;:fsfw’lnes al I f
 drawn /234 to help set me
o o
SPIrits

— s

Street. Now, after 22 years’ s
have the option of taking th
£855, or if I don’t need th
cash immediately, a pensi
of £172*% a year when I reti
from civilian work at 65.

* [or members of the W.R.N.S. t
Penston 1s £149 a year.

=
e
€.

‘== =Send this coupon to 246 Bi:
Please send me details o! th>

Name

psEiRasnEReERE R R PR R R

Brewers of Blue Label + Hop Leaf

T L T R ——— Cisk Lager + Lacto Stout - Farsons Stout
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The Icelandic wilderness was A new Naval Auxiliary
crossed on foot

Seven make 180-mile trek

OWARDS the end of the ]"Hﬂlhhl

sunumer, nine men
Malcolm (Cdr, M, A, Tibby, R.N.),
who knew the rugged coastline of Ice-
land, perhaps, far too well, were plan-
ning a trip somewhat more energetic
than the average holiday-maker. They
were planning a 180-mile trek across
lceland.

The arrangements for the trek had to
be thoroughly planned, as the entire
journey had to be completed in a [ort-
night so as to catch the ship before she
satled for home, Every meal had to be
carclully worked out, so that no
excess food was carried, and nothing
vital to existence was lelt behind. By
the tuime all the wvictuals, clothing,
stoves, blankets and two tents had been
packed, cach pack weighed every bit of
Ity pounds,

TWENTY MILES A DAY

Neither the weight nor the fact that
on most days they were going to have
to march over twenty miles on very
tough going, scemed to depress the
party as they set out from Akureyri in
MNorthern lIceland. The route was to
lake the team first northwards and
westwards  through the mountainous
Horgadalur Valley, and once the
Hjeradhsvotn had been crossed, it was
to be due south through the interior
known locally as the Wilderness.

The track was far from good and on
the second day two of the party who
were finding the foreced pace too hot,
turned back. The remaimng seven
(Sub.-Licut. Evans, R.N., Licut, Cowie,
Roval  Engineers, Leading  Writer
Burton, Lcading Steward Hart, Able
Seaman Murtagh, Ordinary Scamen
Harris and Roberts) pushed on over the
Bakkascl Pass where it was learned

that the Hjeradhsvotn was in flood and |

thus was unfordable. This meant a
fortv-mile detour and fortunately an
offer of a lorry lLift came just in time.

 dustbowls,

After the restful journey on the back

of H.M.S. | i of the lorry in pouring rain, the party

headed southwards. All the leclandic
people met were very kind and helplul,
although the twinkle in their eyes could
be seen as they learned the parly was
going to cross the Wilderness,

IN THE WILDERNESS

It was with an immense feeling of
loncliness than on the shoulder of
Maelifellsnukur (6,200 feet), the party
took a last look at a group of farm
children far below. Those nll the party
were on their own for the next week
at least, As the final ndge was cleared
the whole of the Wilderness, with two
glaciers on the horizon, lay before

| them and the fecling of cxcitement at
crossing this almost unknown country

was tempered with misgivings, for with
feet already blistered it was not going
to be funny to cross the scrubland,
rock faces and shingle
banks that lay ahead.

Each day was very much the same as
any other although sometimes the
party was lucky and only had to wade
three times instead of six through fierce
glacial streams that poured down from
the icecaps, cutting through fissures in
the barren ground. In fact life began to
get grim when, after five days march-
ing, the seven found themselves in a
desert where the streams had gone
underground. Again, when all looked
bleak, they had the luck and found a
hut under the side of the gigantic
Hofsiokull Glacier. It was pleasant to
have a roof over their heads, and a

Cwooden floor to sleep on and they saw

a magnificent sunset over this great
glacier which is larger than Kent.
After this hut, the party were
almost unwilling to go on, but after one
more mght in the Wilderness, spent on
the volecano Blacfell, it finally reached
its destination, Gullfoss,- one of

Europe’s most sptcl:mulur waterfalls,

Newcastle-on-Tyne 1

—— e ————r———

. No one could say they were sad o
| stop walking, but in thirteen days the |

trekkers had covered 165 miles on foot |
over very rough country., Without |
special equipment they felt proud of
their adventure which had been even
funny at times, One day they almost
burned themselves as they took water
from what secmed to be an ice Lﬂldi
stream and actually was a hu' sp'mﬂ. 4

Service
formed

NEW Royal Naval .«iu!{ilizlr}' Ser-
vice lo take over the existing re-
\punhlhlllllu ul' lhu: Roy: I| '\Lndl "'-I:nc-

Guided missile destroyers
for Royal Canadian Navy

(By DESMOND WETTERN)
URING October the Canadian |craft and possible use as a troop carrier

anti-submarine aircraft  carrier
Bonaventure, the destroyers Cavuga,
Athabaskan, Nootka and Micmac and
the frigate Crescent visited Plymouth .
and Portsmouth during the course of |
N.A.T.O. Exercise “Sharp Squall.”
The Bonaventure formerly carried
a squadron of Banshee fighter aircraflt
but the R.C.N, in future will have only
A/S aircraft and the Banshee squad-
rons are now being disbanded.
The seven Tribal class destrovers

 ber of

are gradually being replaced by new |

“Cadillac™ frigates of the Mackenzic |
class. By about 1966-67 all the Tribals

latest anti-submaring in-
cluding V.D.A.

The R.C.N,

equipment

is also to build cight

guided missile destroyers armed u.u:l:rmnh

American surface-to-air missiles. These ,
ships will replace modernised “River”
class frigates.

HELICOPTER CARRIER

Another ship now in the design stage |
is a helicopter carrier. One possible
design 1s based on destroyer lines but
would be unarmed and would rely on

its nine helicopters for protection.
According to an oflicial report from |
Ottawa there are plans in Britain and |
France for new helicopters but the
new Canadian vessel would be specially
designed to meet R.C.N. requirements.
These might include provision for the

| sweepers,

eventual operation of V.T.O.L. air-

in some future international crisis like
that in the Congo,

Also in the design stage are a num-
asdic barrier vesscls. These
would provide long-range warning of
the approach of hostile submarines
towards the North American coast in
a similar way to the kind of warning
now given by radar picket ships in the
event ol air attack.

RUSSIA
All gunnery officers in the Soviet

| Navy must now be gualified in missile

‘ 1 2/ Al | control and operation. Any officer who
will have paid off. Costing aboul £8 ]

Ny . 1
million each the Mackenzies have the |

has not been carrying out gunnery
dutics for the period of one or more
appointments must qualify on a special
missile course before he can  be
appointed to a ship or shore base in
gunnery  capacity.  Similarly,
most sea commands of larger ships
require a knowlzdge of missiles and
missile control systems.

EAST GERMANY

It is reported that some post-war
built mincsweepers of the Habicht 1
class have been relegated to minor
patrol and auxiliary duties. The reason
15 that too much has been attempted
on their displacement. Only slightly
| larger than the British coastal mine-
these vessels besides their
minesweeping gear are also fitted as
minc¢lavers and have an armament of
one 3.4-inch and four 20 mm. guns
and depth charges.

watching Service and for providing the
basic support staff for naval organis-
ations installed in commercial ports of
the United Kingdom in time of war
has been formed.

The varied responsibilities which the
new Service uuuld undertake in war
include manning, to the greatest pos-
sible extent, the naval organisation re-
quired in this country which r:uniruli
the movements of merchant ships in
war-time.

The Royal Naval Auxiliary Ser-
vice will contribute to naval defence
both directly by performing these
duties and, indirectly, by releasing
active service ratings and reservists
for first-line duties elsewhere.

As the Minewatching Service before
it, a Scrvice which has existed for 11
yvears and which has 100 units up and
down the country, the Royal Navy
Auxiliary Service (R.N.Aux.S) is a
civilian uniformed Service open to men
and women between the ages of 21 and
60 who are prepared to train for
specific duties on a volunteer spare-
time basis in peace time and be ready,
if needs be, for full-time paid service in
Wr.

NAVAL PORT PARTIES DUTIES

Personnel will be recruited from
among men and women in coastal
arcas, where they would mainly be re-
quired to serve. Some are required for
duties in small craft operating in ports,
harbours and anchorages in those
arcas, and others for short service
only. such scrvice being duty in naval
port partics, communications, plotting
clerical work, driving, despatch riding
and general naval port duties on shore,

All men and women are trained for

minc-walching  dutics on shore or
afloat.
he new Service will be trained. ad-

| ministered and operated by the Royal

Navy and will offer men and women in
civilian life the opportunity of service
with the Roval Navy.

Travelling expenses  incurred by
altending training classes will be re-
tunded and payment in licu of wages
lost during exercise periods offered.

Readers who are interested in this
worth-while job anJd would I'¢e further
information should sce the advertise-
ment on pi 15.1. 3.

Cutlery & Silverware showrooms

{

treasure-troves magnificent; full of cutlery, shining
silverware, splendid stainless steel, clocks,
watches, jewellery and a very special range of gifts

and presentations. Members of H.M. Forces are invited

to take their pick at generous discount prices

London W1

Underground Station) Mayfair 9818

London EC3
Belfast
Bournemouth
Bristol 1
Cardiff
Edinburgh 2
Glasgow C2
Leeds 1
Leicester
Manchester 3

Nottingham
Liverpool 2
Sheffield 1

Avon House, 356/366 Oxford Street (opposite Bond Street

165 Fenchurch Street, Mansion House 2120
10 Royal Avenue. Belfast 21598

4 Dean Park Road. Bournemouth 2113
1 Clare Street (The Centre) Bristol 21708
Westminster Bank Building, 97 St. Mary Street, 29478
91 George Street. Caledonian 5005
94 Hope Street. Central 9316

148 Briggate. Leeds 25586

2 Bishop Street. Leicester 59373
2/10 St. Mary's Street. Deansgate. Blackfriars 9029
60 Grey Street, Newcastle, Central 28631

19 Long Row. Nottingham 43468
Armour House, 22 Lord Street. Royal 1651
Howard Street, Sheffield 25045

From all showrooms or direct from Sheffield

Walker & Hall

Silversmiths and Cutlers of Distinction Since 1845
Sheffield 1
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The Mediterranean Fleet had to exercise with no

Asdic Destroyers

FIRST NIGHT IN
HARBOUR WAS CHAOS

(NEPTUNE, who joined .the Royal Navy in October, 1904, as a voung
feaman, was serving as the First Lieutenant of HM.S., Wessex in 1924, and

in the October Issue of Navy NEws
Gibraltar.)

told of a rough trip from Portland 1o

OH arrival at Gibraltar, the 11th Division of Destroyers, H.M. Ships
Windsor, Wessex, Westminster and Westcott, were secured in pairs at
swinging berths in the centre of the harbour, and all ports and scuttles were

opened to let a good draught of fresh air into all mess decks, whilst the ships' |

companies began sorting themselves out after the ordeal of the past few days.

Experiences such as the Division
had undergone during the trip from
Portland tow» Gibraltar did much
towards the making of good sailors;
even those who were terribly seasick
—and I was one—were able to laugh
and joke¢ about incidents on passage
and to appreciale that such conditions
were part and parcel of a sailor’s life,
and what 1s more, it made them feel
that they were living a man’s life.

No serious damage to the hull and
superstructure was apparent, but the
boats had had a severe bashing, The
ship's side was very rusty and the
funnels and gun shields were white
with salt from the spray. All hands
started to clean up the ship, inside
and out, with great gusto. Little was
it thought that difficulties would be
expericnced, now that the destro®ers
were secured in harbour.

GIBRALTAR WINDS

Although the Rock of Gibraltar
provides a well sheltered anchorage
for all types of ships, particularly
when the wind is easterly, it played
tricks with the wind, splitting it as it
were, and causing heavy gusts to blow
into the harbour from either end.
Whirlpools -occurred .in different parts
of the harbour, although the surface
of the water was not disturbed, and it
caused ships berthed at buoys to swing
in opposite directions. We were to
experience these windy: frolics on this
very Sfirst night in harbour, at a time
when a good undisturbed night's ‘rest
had been well carned, and expected.

Just after dark, when the hands were
al supper, a severe bump was felt, The
Fleet Repair Ship, H.M.S. Assistance,
had swung in an opposite direction to
Wimndsor and Wessex who were berthed
together, The™ stern” boom ‘of the
Assistance had become wedged in the
- searchlight -platform - of - Wessex, The
combined ¢Horts of the crews of the

destroyers managed to bear ofl but
not before Assistance’s rudder had
buckled two plates of the ship side
Ff Wessex, fortunately above the waler
ine.

This was not to be the final &nock.
During the middle watch all hands
were startled by the pipe “Clear Lower
Deck.” It was found that H.M.S.
Conquest also had become the prey
of the freakish wind, and had swung
i opposite directions, bringing her
stern on to the Windsor's ship side.
By the time Conquest had cleared it
was time to call “All Hands.” Thus a
most unpleasant first night in harbour
was brought to an end. Such incidents
illustrafte very clearly that the training
of “Sailors in the Making” is never
finished.

H.M.S. Campbell, Flotilla Leader
with the 12th Division of destroyers,
H.M. Ships Valhalla, Vidette, Wolf-
hound and Walpole, arrived at Gib-
raltar some days later, having missed
the bashing that the 11th Division had
endured, The 6th Destroyer Flotilla
wias constituted and became known as
the Asdic Flotilla, and the ships were
berthed in the Penns, at the Eastern
end of the harbour, enabling ships’
companies to get to know cach other.

NAVAL REVIEW

Before the combined exercises with
the - Mediterranean Fleet, the Com-
mander-in-Chief decided to hold a
‘Naval Review on- shore “at - North
Front.

It was with a thrill of pride that |
marched through Main Street, Gib-
raltar, with the men of, the fleet, their
rifles carried at the “slope™ with
bayenets fixed and the bands playing.
The prestige of the Royal Navy and
our country had been enhanced con-
‘siderably in the eyes of the Gibral-
tarians and -the population of the
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adjoining Spanish territory, and many
foreign visitors.

Now it was time to get down to the
rcal objective of the Spring Cruise,
and the Atlantic Fleet proceeded to
sca and took up its dispositions for
combined exercises with the Mediter-
racan Fleet.

FLEET EXERCISES
In those days, with large fleets of
battleships, the main object of the
excrcises was for two opposing fleets,
almost balanced in power, to search
out and find the opposing fleet and to

SAILORS IN
THE MAKING

By NEPTUNE

deploy its forces so as to engage the
enemy in line of battle and, at the
appropriate moment, to launch a tor-
pedo attack from many destroyer
flotillas attacking on different liaes of
bearing. At the same time it was
essential to counter a similar attack
by the enemy and for the flotillas to
retire on a pre-arranged course behind
a smoke screen.

- In  this particular exercise
Mediterranean Fleet had a prepon-
derance of submarines but no "Asdic
Destroyers, whilst the Atlantic Fleet
had the 6th Flotilla of Asdic Sub-
marines and the onc and only ship
fitted as an aircraft carrier, H.M.S.
Argus. The Commander-in-Chief,
Atlantic Fleet, had the advantage of
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“Working together

—
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In all branches of the Service discipline and team work are essential to success.
And not only in the Service. It applies in civihan undertakings as well. The
work of the Co-operative Permanent Building Society is a.case in point.

This Society provides easy and.profitable methods of investing and saving.
~Invested money is used to make advances on mortgage to families who want to
buy their homes. There is no better example of mutual co-operation of
advantage to both.

e gy

Ll

co

Brasches In all priecipal lowny

Fends exceed £250,000,000

Send today for details of the Society’s services. -
COEECLIDREEEELEREEELE AR LR RA

BUILDING SOCIETY

L T A LR O A A AR A ERARAL) - -

-OPERATIVE PERMANENT

NEW OXFORD HOUSE - LONDON - WC1

Member of 15¢ Baildieg Secieties Aszacialien

Shares and Depasils In this Seclely are Trutlee lavesimenhs

THE SOCIETY IS PARTICIPATING IN THE ‘SAVE WHILE YOU SERVE FOR A HOME YOU CAN OWN' SCHEME

T

the

—_—
T
i,
——
b

=

2t 1

]
#ll-—
""-I.l' g
" BB
a S
i

oy
’ W

Gibraltar Harbour in 1924

receiving enemy reports from aircraft
as well as sighting of submarines, and
had an Asdic Flotlla sweeping ahead
of thic fleet to detect and kill attacking
submarines. At that stage of Asdics
there were many lessons to learn,

HIGH-SPEED MAN(EUVRING

In addition to being Asdic Des-
troyers, the 6th Flotilla was given an
opportunity to learn and practice the
more normal duties of destroyers, and
for this purpose were detailed to take
part in a torpedo attack on the Balttle
Fleet, This called for great skill on the
part of the Commanding Officer in
manceuvring and station keeping at
high specd.

The Flotilla Leader, stationed in the
centre of the destroyers, moved in on
a line of bearing with the appropriate
signal hoisted—"Turn and- fire tor-
pedoes.” It was an exciting moment
when the sights of the Torpedo Control
Officer came on to his target and he
pressed-the tube firing switches, at the
same Ume ordering, verbally, by voice
pipe, “Fire ‘A," Fire 'B,” Fire ‘C",”" and
similarly for “S,” “Y" and “Z.”

TORPEDO ATTACK

Six torpedoes fired from nine des-
troyers, making 54 in all, ‘were on
their way to cross the line.of advance
of the Battle Flect, cither to hit, miss
(or in . war-time sink), whilst
rdestroyers, now making smoke, retired
behind the screen of “their making.

In war,: the -torpedoes - would, for
good or ill,-be finished with, but: in
pecace time, they-had 1o be recovered.
Therefore, as the Battle Fleet con-
‘tinued on course, the 6th Flotilla
destroyers, were ordered back to the
area to pick up torpedoes,—not an
easy task. The heads of the torpedoes,
had the same markings as appeared
on the funnels of the respective des-
troyers, which made it easy to identify
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them, but as the torpedoes would be
widely  scattered, each destroyer
recovered six as quickly as possible.
This gave them the “All Clear™ for
return to harbour, where the torpedoces
would be exchanged. Should any tor-
pedoes have been lost, then the des-
troyers with less than six torpedoes on
board would be required to continuc
the search for quite a long period.

On completion of the combined
exercises, both Fleets proceeded to
Polensa Bay, where a battle of a much
less exacting nature took place. On
shore, soccer, rugger, hockey and
athletics, whilst afloat, boat pulling,
and sailing races took place, and a
restricted amount of leave was given,
and a great deal of ship visiting took
place, yes, those days were strenuous,
exciting, and happy. In many ways, it
1s a great pity that the Battleship has
been eliminated for all time.

'SMART MEDITERRANEAN SHIPS

There was considerable competition,
between the First Licutenants of the
Atlantic Fleet destroyers, and now,
they were anchored in company ‘with
the smart Flotillas of the Mediter-
rancan. They were painted in a light
b grey paint,-and- the lower booms and
other woodwork, looked very clean

*|indeed, whilst we in the destroyers of

the Atlantic Fleet, were painted with
the drab Admiralty grey, so that in
outward appearance at least, we could
not approach our Flotilla counterparts
of the Moediterranean in beauty of
outline. In overall efficiency, however,
there was not much to chose from,
but thc important point, was that
Senior Officers and even Commanding
Officers; were attracted by appearances,
However, at a later date, it was
decided, unofficially by the First
Licutenants of Atlantic Fleet Des-
troyers to develop gradually a lighter
colour, of grey paint, to brighten up
the external appearance.

(Continued on page 11, col. 1)

A grand new anthology
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with a touch of

excitement and a smell of the sea. ..

OF SHI
AND MEN

PS

Compiled by
ALAN VILLIERS

A moving personal anthology of sea-
literature compiled by a great sailing
ship seaman who already has 25 books
on sailing-ships to his credit. All sea-
faring men—of big or little ships—and
indeed all Englishmen worth their salt
will want to read this book. And want
to read it more than once, The wide
and varied selection of the contents
and the comments of the compiler are
an expression of his own career at
sea. Here is a book that communicates
the full experience of life at sea as no
mere collection of ‘anthology pieces’
can, Magnificently illustrated with 40
photographs mainly by the authorand
photographic endpapers. 208 pages.
10" % 64

Beautifully illustrated 30s.

.o« oF, 10 case of difficulty,
3ls. &d. by pest from
George Newnes Ltd, Tower
Heoute, Scuthempton St.,
London, W.C.2.
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NAVY NEWS

Mediterranean has played a major part in the

CONTROL TOWER WAS
SHAKEN BY EARTH

history of the world

VARIED ACTIVITIES
OF ROYAL NAVY

HE Mediterrancan Fleet has a long and glorious history, and
1 Britain has for long periods been the dominant naval power in
this sca, which has been described as having “played a greater part
in the history of the world both from a commercial and a military
point of view than any other sheet of water of the same size.”
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| Flag

Manyv of our most famous Admirals
have won fame on the Mediterranean
Station. Amongst them were Rodney,
Howe, Hood, Jervis, Codrington,
Fisher and, more recently, Vian and
Cunningham, Nelson, who was in his
time Commander-in-Chief, Mediter-
rancan, won two of his most impor-
tant victories on the Mediterranean
Station, the Nile and Trafalgar.

But times change. Britain no longer
]I..'I'i to discharge alone her obligations
in this historic sea. With the forma-
tion of N.A.T.O. and the increasing
unity of the countries of Western
Europe her responsibilities are shared

with ker allies. In recognition of this. | Jror VoS T LI‘M' SUups ALk
the Defence White Paper of 1962 | Rovak entaur and Hermes, when
announced that in future the main squadrons from the carriers were
base for our naval forces west of (decommodated and flew from the
| Suez would be in Britain, ll[lltllI}."l.:“r:trm sident Irons |
| the need for forward operating facili- | e resident squadrons e mun
ties in Gibraltar and Malta would |
| continue. |

KEY POSITION IN NAUT.O.

The \h.dilurr.u'u..m Fleet holds
key position in the NAT.O. forces
The Commander-in-Chief, Mediter- |
rancan, holds also the NAJT.O
appointment of Commander-in-Chief.
Allied Forces Mediterrancan, while |
Officer. Gibraltar, and Flag
Officer Flotillas, Mediterranean, too
have dual responsibilities within the

1

Admiral Sir Deric Holland-Martin, K.C.B., D.5.0., D.S.C., the Commander-
in-Chief, Mcditerranean, He also holds the N.A.T.0. appointment of Com-
mander-in-Chief, Allied Forces, Mediterranean.

The best draft
to volunteer for

| majority of the ships deploved to the
' Mediterrancan _ :
| assignment to N.AJT.O. in war and m |

1 from carriers and commando ships,

NAT.O. command  structure.  The

are  carmarked for

these circumstances much ol the tran-

| ing of the Fleet 1s in assocition wit® |
| the

allicd navies of France. Naly
Greece, Turkey and the United States

During 1962 ships based in the!
Mediterrancan  consisted  of  H.ALS |
Blake, one or two squadrons of |
escorts, the 5th Submarine Division.
and the Tth Minesweeping Squadron
These were supported by the heawvy
repair ship H.M.5. Ausonia and a
number of Roval Fleet Auxiliaries
For about half the vear there was a
carrier in the Mediterrancan and
sometimes two. Throughout the year
the ships took part in every kind ol
N.A.T.O. exercise and paid many visils
to N.A.T.O. countries. But over and |
above its commitments in these direc- |
tions the Fleet also found time to
carry out exercises with the Spanish
Navy and to visit ports in Spain,
Yugoslavia, Lebanon, Israel. Libyva, |
Tunisia and the Republic of Cyprus., |

VISITING NAYIES
The Mediterrancan climate and the
excellent practice facilities also make
this 5tatmn, with its central situation, |
an attractive resort for visiting ships. |
Ships of all kinds of the Royal Navy,

minesweepers and submarines, have |
taken time out on passage to or from | .
the East of Suez Fleet, to enjoy its |
hospitality, to exercise and to work-up. |
Nc-l a few have taken advantage of |
the base support and repair facilities as |
well as of the firing ranges, which !
include the island of Filfla as an air,
surface and sub-surface target. Other
visitors in 1962 included squadrons |
from the Netherlands and West Ger-
man Navies as well as a squadron ol
Roval Australian Navy minesweepers .
and the Dartmouth Tramming Squadron,

Some examples of the many and
varied activities of the Roval Navy in |
the Mediterrancan are mentioned in |
the following pages.
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TREAT YOUR FEET!
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is a draught of
TRUMAN’S

canned beer

SERVE £ﬂﬂ-l'j) \ ign" {E‘V ‘ f

Try some 1 the mess tonight!

E. ALDRIDGE & CO. LTD., Banister Street, Southamptor
Tetephone: Southampton 22435

CANADIAN  MOCCASINS |

Make these yoursel! with the casy ||
to assemble kit, all parts shaped,
thick so't supple bullhide leather

Prices 26/6 to 33/6

FREE CAR KEY FOB with
each order
Send tor details and FREE

BROCHURE of 14 other casy tc
assemble handicrafe kits

L:F.F. SUPPLIES

?.0.Box |, LINDOW LANF
WILMSLOW, CHES.

e

| corward to many hours in them in

: ‘.‘l.-'illm'hys Naval Manager, this
| superb sports coat embodies all

TREMOR

IS year has provided many and
varied tasks for the Royal Naval
Air Station, Hal Far. The busiest
periods always occur when an aircraft
carrier is in the vicinity and 1962 has

LION SAILS
FOR MED. |

AMLS. Lion (Capt. 1. L.

McGeoch, D.S.O. DS.C.,
left Plymouth on November 30 for |
Gibraltar and will be spending Christ- |
mas in Malta.

At the end of October the Com-
mnander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, Admiral
».r Wilind Woods, flaw his flag in the
dup when a number of units of the |
lome Fleet were at Plvmouth. |

A party of 14 Sca Cadets under the
rtding hand of  Lieat.-Cdr., (C.C.F.) |
H. C. Gordon, R.N.R., s2ent a week in |
Jhe crunser which, by all accounts, they |
thoroughly enjoyed. as did a part y of
Wrens and a number of soldiers .'rrnm,
the Devon and Dorset Regiment who |
wpent a day al sea,

Eight Gull dinghy kits, provided by
the Nuflizld Trust are being assembled
m i dosit-yourself-basis™ in the ship
ind the saitling enthusiasts are looking

|
M,

R.N.) |

sunnier climes than have obtained in
the United Kingdom of late.
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.but ordered from vour

that is finest in London tailor-
ing...and vou can pay by
allotment if you wish!

Our Naval Managers visit your
ship or shore station regularly
-or if you're a native, lhﬁ:r'tl

be glad to call and see yvou a!
They'll take
vourorderforsuait, coat, leisure

your own lhome.

clothes, shoes, shirts and of
course, uniforms, all tailoredin
the with a
service to mateh the tailoring.
Willerbys Naval Managers will
be glad to tell you all about it
when they're next aboard:; or
yvou can drop us a line or call
in at any of our branches for
a leaflet describing Willerbys
service to men in the Service.

PAY BY
ALLOTMENT
IF YOU WISH

finest tradition,

28-30 XFORD ST.,LONDON W.1

82 Royal Parade, Plymouth

111 Commercial Road, Portsmouth
5 London Rd., North End, Portsmouth
228 High Street, Chatham

20 Above Bar, Southampton

41 Gordon Strect, Glasgow

12 North Bridge, Edinburgh

52 Commercial Street, Dundceo

20 High Street, Belfast

253 Main Street, Gibraltar
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WILLERBYS

tained a steady flving task. 750 Squad-
ron, equipped with Sea Princes and
Sea Venoms, carry out the flying for
the Observer School, whilst 728
Squadron Meteors  provide aircraft
towing sleeve targets for the Fleet in
all parts of the Mediterranean.

The new Control Tower was com-
pleted this vear and  became
operational on Mav 28, an imposing
building with a magnificent view of the
arrfield and quite an area of surround-
ing sea. The tower was slightly shaken
by an carth tremor on August 28, but
no damage 15 visible, and 11 stll re-
mains upright, much to the relief of
the top Moor occupants. The building
previously used has now been modi-

| ficd 1o accommodate the Fleet Weather

{'::s_ura:. wilth communmications [acilitics
which enable a really up to date

 weather picture to be mamntained at all

lmes

] HELICOPTER'S MERCY FRRAND

The Scarch and Rescue F IiL*In 15 the
anlv Helicopter Unit on the Island and
nertorms many useful jobs in addition
s main  task. including  acrial
and  V.LP, flving., A
of note recently was a
light Lampadusa over 80 miles
yway 1o bring off a civilian in need of
urgent medical treatment. Another un-
usual job for the light was the delivery
ol the ballot boxes containing the votes
of the Gozitans during the recemt
General Elections in Malla,

In the social and sporting world,
the summer brought s usual sun-
seeking activities with plenty of swim-
ming, water ski-ing and beach barbe-
cues. Three most  successful
MEDFOBA trips were carried out in
lh-.. MENV S to Sicily
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Ships of the Seventh Destroyer Squadron in Sliema Creek, Mala. H.M. Ships Aisne (D.22), Scorpion (D.64),
Dunkirk (D.09), Broadsword (D.31) and Trafalgar (Leader) D.77

NEVER A DULL MOMENT IN THE
SEVENTH DESTROYER SQUADRON

O start off on the right foot during the Mediterranean leg of the commis-

sion, the Squadron left the United Kingdom on March 6 for Gibraltar to
take part in Exercise “Dawn Breeze.” During this three-week exercise, the ships
worked with the Dutch, French and Canadian Navies, refuclling from French
Oilers, hunting Dutch Submarines, firing with French and Dutch ships, operat-
ing with French Aircraft Carriers and towing Canadian ships.

After a short visit to Malaga, the
Squadron joined the Flag of the Flag
Officer Flotllas, Mediterranean and
carried out further exercises on pass-
age to Malta, where old friendships
were quickly renewed and new ones
made. In Mav there were exercises
with H.M.5. Centaur passing through
the Moediterranean, when the ships
hunted Turkish and our own sub-
marines, repelled  attacks  from
Centaur’s aircraft and fired their guns
and topedoes at Filfla, They also took
part in A/S excrcises with units of the
U.S. 6th Fleet—then to Corfu, This
beautiful Greek Island offered some
excellent  cricket opposition, sailing
and visits to beauty spots.

VISIT TO BARCELONA

The International Trade Fair at
Barcelona in June provided a good
reason to visit this splendid eity. On
passage from Malta to Barcelona, the
Squadron replenished at sea with fuel,
stores and ammunition, and carried
out Anti-Aircraft firings. At Barce-
lona, all found something to suit their
taste, whether it was the Fair, shop-
ping or mecting the locals on the
Ramblas. The next port of call was

Palma, Majorca. and on passage
rendezvous was made with H.M.S.
surprise, wearing the Flag of the

Mediterranean;
ceremonial steams-

Commander-in-Chief,
there followed 2

QUALITY

past and demonstration firings in the
course of which the target was shot
down.

Competitive shoots in the Malla
practice areas followed in July before
Trafalgar, Dunkirk and Scorpion
visited Sorrento, Capri and Salerno
respectively H.M-S. Dunkirk was
honoured with a visit by His Majesty
King Hussein of Jordan and Princess
Muna-al-Hussein and Gracie Fields
entertained the ship’s company in her
incomparable manner,

The next task was to provide
support for and against H.M.S.
Hermes and H.M.S. Centaur for the
former’s Operational Readiness
Inspection in the Gibraltar Straits
area.

LEADER RETAINED
SHILLELAGH

H.M.S. Corunna and H.M.S. Aisne
joined in August, and, at nearly full
strength, the Squadron sailed for
Lemnos, one of the Greek Islands, to
hold a Squadron Regatta, Inter-ship
Sports and a Beach Barbecue. How-
ever the weather was unfriendly and
only  Broadsword and Trafalgar
managed to barbecue their oxen on
the last might of the visit. The object
was to decide who should hold the
Squadron Trophv—a genuine Black-
thorn Shillelagh  presented to  the
Captain (D) by the O'Driscoll of
O'Driscoll at Bantry Bay, Eire. In a
serics of closely fought competitions,
the Trophy was retained by the
[.eader.

One of the highlhights of this period
was a satling race in the Piccolos pre-

' N.AT.O.  Geographical
' held in Florence. She speaks French

Sixteen Wrens win Life

vy

Saving Society Awards

HE strength of the W.R.N.S. Unit, H.M.S. Phoenicia, is some 200 o

and ratings and they are employed on the Staff of the Commander-jn-
Chicf, in the Headquarters Allied Forces Mediterranean, in the Malta Comecen,
the Base Supply Offices, Joint Tactical School and the Signal Training Centre,

Of these there is no doubt that the
International Headquarters carries the
most glamour as well as the chance
of mecting people of other countries,
brushing up one’s languages and for
some, visils to Italy, Greece, Turkey,
Spain and, as the Americans would
put it, Paris, France. In February of
this year a Wren Writer (Shorthand)
was one of two stenographers at the
Conlerence

fluently, some German and Spanish,
and is learning Italian.
Day trips to sea are popular and

Cat least two H.M. Ships have hit on |

the happy notion of saying “‘thank
vou' to the Wrens who look after
their pay accounts by including them
in their Families” Days. Social events
—banvans, bcach and boat picnics,
partics—are numerous three very suc-
cessful W.R.N.S. Unit dances held at
the Manoel Island Club for Valen-
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Manoela, Donkey Mascot of H.M.S.

| January |,

tine's Day, at midsummer in the open-
air, and Hallowe'en are worthy of
special mention.

Swimming is the most popular sport
and carly-morning life-saving clasSes
arc a pleasant way of starting a hot
summer’s day. By the end of the 1962

season, 16 W.R.N.S, candwdates had
gammed Royal Life Saving Society
awards.

MARRIAGE OF YEAR

Another "16" the number of
W.R.N.5. oflicers and ratings who
have marcied on the stalion since
and the bridegrooms have
been fairly evenly distributed amongst
the three Services. Perhaps the “Mar-
riage of the Year™ was that of a petty
officer Wren to  the Regimental

T

Sergeant-Major of the Roval Highland
Fusiliers.
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Phoenicia in Malta; is used to being

the centre of attraction, on and off the parade ground. Here she is, in full

ceremonial dress, having just marched past at Divisions. When not on

ceremonial duty Manoela, in straw hat to protect her from the sun, pulls the

water cart used to water the flower beds round the Manoel Island Base.
Her son, Antonio, was presented to H.M.S. Excellent during the year

RINELLA’S VOICE LOUDEST

IN MALTA

INELLA Wireless Station has

several claims to fame, It is one of
the Navy's oldest transmitting stations,
the first Oficer-in-Charge being ap-
pointed in 1910, In those early days of
Wircless Telegraphy the main trans-
mitter, and probably the only one, was

a huge Type 1 Rotary Spark trans- |

mitter, Fortunately the Malta Tele- | ocreation is swimming, mainly in the

vision Service had not begun operating

certain of their whereabouts when
returning from Zebbug, Zabbar, Zur-
ricq. Zonkor or zome zuch place aflter
dark.

Rinclla can also claim the loudest
voice in Malta, This does not refer to
any particular G.L's vocal capacity,
but to transmitter power. Transmis-
stons from this station can be heard
world wide, hence its motto “We speak
around the world.”

During the summer months the main

bay that almost laps the station walls,

then, for the TV reception within

sented to the Squadron by the Nutheld _ .
several miles of Rinella would have

- Trust. The conditions were that the
Piccolo should be coxswained by the
' Commanding Officer of each ship. |
| crewed by his First Lieutenant—the |
loser to provide champagne for the

(during the winter it often does!). A
: Ctenmis court in the station 1s well used
probably been ruined, and also lends itself well to basketball,
Another feature is the 400 ft. mast, It is certain that most ratings greatly
the tallest structure in Malta, which [ enjoy their ime in Rinella, which offers
| provides an excellent view of half the |a well balanced combination of work
cremainder. A veil s drawn over the |island from the platform at the top. | and play, an opportunity for interest-
outcome of this contest, ’ill'i lights  also  provide a  novel | ing watchkeeping and davman time in
The Squadron later sphit up for |"homing”™ beacon for Rinellans un- ! a pleasant environment.
visits to Turkish Poris in -
Sea, being later reunited for a short |
visit to Cyprus. Sailing from Larnaca |
an exercise was carried out with R.AF. |

INVITATION CARDS

are produced by Gale & Polden
Limited for the Royal Navy.

May we supply your requirements
of this important Mess item ?

the Black | — = s

you’ll enjoy living...

Samples and prices of these top
quality cards will be sent by

Javehins, and Trafalgar and Board- | .
return upon request. i_*-'.*n.-.*wn’l landed some Army infiltrators ina
: . ; : or an Internal Security Exercise.
With over 60 years' experience in After escorting the Commander-in-

the production of Stationery
for the Royal Navy and other
Services, we can guarantee
satisfaction and immediate
attention at

Chicf, embarked in H.M.S. Surprise
to Haifa, Broadsword and Trafalgar
made for Split in Yugoslavia, where
they had a most enjovable visit and
discovered that the Yugoslavs had lost
none of the art of hospitality for
which they were renowned before the
war.

Since then there have been other
exerciscs—more  work, and other
visils—more play., many sporting
occasions and many expeditions—in
fact there is never a dull moment.

home

o £2:995 freehn;d

(near Portsmouth and Southsea)

The perfect blend of town 'and country—near the sea. Fast road, rail and bus
facilities at hand with excellent shops, schools and churches in the vicinity,

For complete information, please write or phone

Far East on November 28, His title is | JOHN C. NICHOLLS, LIMITED
Commander-in-Chick. Far FEast. His | Fitzherbert Road, Farlington, Portsmouth. Tel: Cosham 702132
headguarters are at Singapore. .

GALE & POLDEN LTD

Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth
Telephone 22052

Admiral Sir David Luce assumed
command of all British Forces in the
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H.M.S. ST.

ANGELO—

HEADQUARTERS OF
THE MALTA PORT

DIVISION

OR many decades scamen from
Malta have served in the Royal
Navy, and many of those at present

serving belong to the Malia Port
Division with its bheadquarters in
H.MLS, St. Angelo.

Occupying the Fort overlooking

Grand Harbour from which the ships
of the Knights of St. John used to sail
in the past, H.MLUS. St. Angelo is res-
ponsible. amongst other things, for
the recruiting, training, drafting and
welfare of some 1,200 Maltese seamen,
mechanics, cooks and stewards. These
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ratings serve in most of the ships of
the West of Suez Fleet and in the
shore establishments in Malta.,

From their ranks have recently been
drawn the instructors needed to train
men of the Libvan Customs Force and
of the newly-formed Libyan Navy.
Sixty recruits of the Libyan Navy are
currently undergoing a month’s basic
training in H.M.S, St. Angelo—training
which has been conducted in English,
Arabic, Maltese and Italian, thanks to
the hinguistic ability of the Maltese
Petty Oflicer Instructors.

H.M.S. St. Angelo forms the back-
ground to the photograph of H.M.S,
Blake which appcears on page |1
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of Malta inspects ratings of the

Malta Port Division in H.M.S. St. Angelo
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The Protecting

The Fleet Tug, H.M.S. Mediator, with the outer arm of the breakwater and

Arm

IR

with the entrance to Sliema Harbour and Sliema itself in the background

SOUTHSEA’S Two MOST
POPULAR BALLROOMS

SAVOY

KIMBELLS .

AVAILABLE FOR ALL

Ship’s Company Dances

SOUTH PARADE
SOUTHSEA

OSBORNE ROAD
SOUTHSEA

whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier
OVER 50 SHIPS' DANCES CATERED FOR LAST YEAR

Wire—Write—or phone, Portsmouth 32275

Make your first ‘““Port of Call" for Dancing:
The Savoy Ballroom Radio Band Every Friday
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The Msida Base, Malta, showing ships of the Seventh Minesweeping Squadron ;Illd of the visiting Rn},‘ﬂl. '..-‘l.ustralian

_____________

f] j

Navy's Sixteenth Minesweeping Squadron, together with a mullitude of small private boats. Centre background is
Lazaretto Creek in which can be discerned H.M.S, Ausonia and Manoel Island

Seventh Minesweeping Squadron
has strenuous but pleasant year

IGHT major minesweeping exer-

cises, two minor ones, one Haidex
and a total of 14 ports visited by the
squadron. These are the bare facts on
the activities of the Seventh Mine-
sweeping Squadron during the first 10
months of 1962.

To pick out the highlights of such
a programme is difficult and varies
according to taste, Many would con-
sider that the year started well safely
secured astern to the wall in the Vieux
Port, Marscilles, for four days before
going on to Toulon for the N.AT.O.
excrcise Medsweepex 30. The nearest
restaurants were fully 30 yards away
on the other side of the road and there
were few who did not take advantage
of the fact!

SNOW IN THE MED.

Being anchored in Aranci Bay with
H.M.S. Blake and the destroyers in
heavy snow squalls could hardly be
called enjoyable but it was certainly a
novel expericnce for the sunny
Mediterrancan.  Unfortunately  this
weather was the cause of the cancel-
lation of a massed escape and evasion
exercise,

At the mention of Civitavecchia a
wistful look will cross the faces of the
majority of the squadron as they recall
the proximity of Rome, the Eternal
City. Nothing new can be said about
this wonderful city and it suffices to
say that the following 10 days. grinding
up and down the minesweeping range
at La Spezia. were passed in a haze of
pleasant memories.

ASHTON HITS TUNNY NET

Apart from taking part in every
major N.A.T.O. minesweeping exer-

SECOND BATTLE
OF THERMOPYLAE

HEN the submarine H.M.S.

Thermopylae visited Athens re-
cently, a party of officers and men
from the ship visited the site of the
Battle of the Pass of Thermopylae,
fought In 480 B.C. The battle was
between the Greek and Persian armies
and a statoue of the renowed leader of
the Spartan Army, King Leonidas,
stands in the village.

With the assistance of the British
Vice - Consul, Piracus, a detailed
account of the battle, followed by a
comprchensive tour of the battlefield,
was given., Then followed a typical
Greek feast in the village hotel,

At the end of the dinner the Presi-
dent of the village was presented with
a photograph of the ship, a crest and
the ensign worn on the day Thermo-
pylae cntered Piracus.

Later the ship’s football team took
on the villagers. The locals managed to
win, two goals to one, and the battle
honours remained where they have
been for the past 24 centurics.

cise, an interesting departure from
routine was a Raiding Exercise, near
Tripoli in July. Ships were darkened
and then crept into an unhit, shallow
beach, The soldiers disembarked into
"ife rafts which were towed inshore by
the ships’ motor boats. On the second
night the ship’s company of H.M.S.
Ashton had the unusual sensation of
heing thrown abruptly forward when
the ship hit an unlit., unmarked and
remarkably solid tunny net,

A sometimes strenuous but enjoy-
able year will be concluded by wvisits
to Naples, and then to Sousse and Sfax
in Tunisia. During December, the
artistic talent and technical potential
of the squadron will be combined with
that of the Msida Base Staff to produce
the Christmas tableau which has be-
come a popular feature in Malta, One
vear the trot of “sweepers” was to-
gether decked out to represent a string
of reindeer drawing Father Christmas.
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branches and  workrooms
tailoring high quality uniform
and civilian clothing. The
Overscas Supervisor at Malta
is Mr D. H. Allen with Mr J. H.
Willis in charge at Valletta
branch and Mr C. G. Jenkins
[ at Sliema branch.

AtGibraltar Mr J. C. Penney
1s in charge having just moved
from Helensburgh.

Bernards are at the principal
Naval Ports, at all the Royal
Naval Air Stations and addi-
tionally representatives  visit
ships throughout the world
at frequent intervals,

t There is no doubt at all that
\an account with Bernards is an
assurance of service throughout
the world and full details will
gladly be sent on request.

C.H. BERNARD

26 South St, Valletta, Malta.

! At Malta there are two
|
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Worthy Down, Yeovilton and Poole.
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Bernards In
The Mediterranean

Bernards of Harwich have had branches in the Mediter-
ranean over very many years through which the Royal Navy
and Royal Marines receive a truly personal service.

255’7 Main Street, Gibraltar.
Head Office: Anglia House, Harwich, Essex.

And at Portsmouth, Chatham, Devonport, Deal, Dunfermline, Falmouth, I
Helensburgh, Grimsby, Londonderry, Portland, also at Lossiemouth,
Arbroath, Abbotsinch, Brawdy, Culdrose, Corsham, Gospeort, Lympstone, |{

& SONS LTD.

18 The Strand, Sliema, Malta.
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H.M.S. PHOENICIA

HAS CROSS OF
KNIGHTS OF MALTA

TIIFZ reclamation of Manoel Island and the restoration of Fort Manoel after
the depredations of war and encroaching nature have now reached a stage
where the efforts of the small Maltese Ship’s Company are bearing fruit; the
IFort and the surrounding moat are clear of rubble and rubbish, and the
island has generally acquired a much more tended appearance.

Amongst other things, the ship’s
company is embellishing the
approaches to the Anglican Church
with an ornamental garden containing
the Cross of the Knights of Malta.
When this has been completed a
tribute will be paid to their work in
the form of a small plague to be sect
in this garden.

AN INTERESTING YEAR

Of the units which form part of
H.M.S. Phoenicia, the Fleet Diving
Centre has perhaps had the most
varied and interesting year. The Fleet
Clearance Diving Team has taken
part in - minc-countermeasures exer-
cises in  France, Sardinia, Greece,
Turkey and Sicily, and worked with
N.AT.O. diving teams and ordnance
disposal units of the American Sixth
Fleet. Visitors to the section have in-
cluded Germans and Belgians and
several film units mostly making in-
structional films, but one a commercial
film called “East of Christmas."

Bomb- and mine-disposal operations
dealt with the destruction of two
250 Kg German bombs, a German
buovant mine and numerous anti-
personnel  bombs  of German
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Italian origin. But if the divers have
had the most interesting year, let it
be said that the T.A.S., Gunnery and
A.L.O. School and the Signal Training
Centre have not been idle.

WRENS WIN TROPHY

The Base Supply Organisation has
continued to look alter the pay
accounts of the majority of personnel
in the Mediterrancan—about 5,000
accounts are currently held—and to
keep a watch on the victualling and
naval stores aflairs of the smaller
tenders. The mixed naval and
W.R.N.S. staff have taken part in all
kinds of activities, and amongst other
things the Wrens have carried off the
Athletics Trophy. provided the winner
of the “Miss Manoel Island” beauty
competition, and gained one promo-
tion to Third Officer.

——e =

H.MLS. Leopard (Commander P. S.
Hicks-Beach, Roval Navy) returned to
Portsmouth on November 2 to pay off
at the end of a two-vear General Ser-
vice Commisstion on the Home and
South Atlantic Stations,

HLMS. PPhoenicia, Manoel Island, Malta, is a splendid example of the
fortifications of the Knights of St. John in Malta,

There’s nothing
like a GUINNESS

Replenishments w

hilst under way

ey A

o

at Gibraltar

HE Naval Dockyard at Gihnﬂt:tr:

has had a full and busy year. The
major tasks have included successive |
refits  of  destrovers, frigates and |
L.S.T.s, their trials, and the preser--
vation and maintenance of ships of the |
reserve fleet. The dockyvard has also |
answered the many and frequent calls |

made wvpon it by visiting ships for

_n!njur and minor repairs and for all
Kinds of logistic support. | &,
I'he shore establishment H.NLS, ¥

Rooke, which takes its name from the
Admiral who, in defiance of his orders
from London, captured “The Rock™ |
in 1704, today caters for the admini- |
strative needs of all naval personnel in |

Gibraltar including the crews of ships | 2

refitting and of the reserve fleet, |

I
FRIENDLY VISITS -

Those familiar with the Rock will !
recall with pleasure trips across the |
border and perhaps by M.FV. to
Tangier. Nowadays access to Spain s
casier, and on one occasion two
M.F.V.'s penctrated 70 miles up the
Rio Guadalquivir to attend the annual |
Feria in the city of Seville. It is also
on record-that the football team from
H.M.S. Rooke won both home and:
away matches against the Roval
Moroccan  Navy — friendly  events
which it is hoped will become per-
manent fintures in the future.

AMERICANS WIN
TROPHY AGAIN

TIIE Ghajn  Tufficha Range and |

Training Centre in the North West

corner of Malta provides landing party |
trauining for all Ships and Establish- |

ments on the Mediterrancan Station. |

For Royal Maring Detachments all |

aspects of minor tactics and weapon |

- training are covered, but for the Sailors

the emphasis is on shooting and land-
ing parties,

In the shooting world the highlight
of 1962 has been the annual Cassady

Trophy Match against the U.S. Sixth |

Fleet. This year the American team |
firing the Garrand rifle and the .45 in.
Colt automatic, scored 1,744 points, |
exactly 200 more than the British joint |
R.N/R.AL team armed with the new
self loading rifle and .38 in. revolver. |

This was the cighth American win
since the trophy was first competed for,
but 1t is hoped to turn the tables next
vear. On a more cheerful note the
Royal "Navy again won the Malta
Inter-Service Rifle and Pistol matches.
The win in the rifle mateh was a fairly
comfortable one, but in the pistol the |
Navy was only two points ahead of
the R.ALE.

N — -

NAVY WANTS MEN
FOR 27 YEARS

N the November issue of MNavy

News™ it was stated that the Ad-
miralty had decided to allow ratings
of the Scaman, E.R.A.. Mcchanician,
Engincering Mechanic, Stores (V) and
Electrical branches to  re-enter the
Service “to complete 27 vears pension- |
able service™ and that apphications |
should be made to the Commuodore, |
R.N. Barracks., Portsmouth. or the |
Commodore. H.MS  Diake. Devon-
port.

The Ed'tor has now been informed
that apphications  should be made
throueh the nearest Rova! Noww and |

Roval Manne recrmtiree o7 :

.

ER

L .:. H.r

-

B EW
b

------

|

-~ iy,

- M W . - v gy .
Ships of the Fifth Frigate Squadron at manwuvyres close to Malta. The ships
are dressed with Jack and masthead flags in honour of a national occasion.
Nearest to camera is H.MLS, Scarborough, and ahead are H.M.. Ships Ursa,
[.owestoft and Beswick—the leader

NEW MEDICAL DIRECTOR-GENERAL

URGEON REAR-ADMIRAL D. Since promotion to Surgeon Caplain

STEELE - PERKINS, ‘" CN.0., |in 1955 he has served as Senior Surgi-
Q.H.S., F.RA.G.S., D.L.O., is to be{cal Specialist at the former R.N.
promoted to Surgeon Vice-Admiral | Hospital. Chatham, and the R.N. Hos-
and to be Medical Director-General | pital, Malta, where he was Deputy
of the Navy in succession to Surgeon | Medical Oflicer-in-Charge. Since 1961
Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Panckridge. | he has been Command Medical Officer
K.B.E., C.B., Q.H.P.-the promotion |on the staff of the Commander-in-
and appointment to take effect’ on | Chief, Portsmouth, and Medical
April 30, 1963. o LOMicer-in-Charge, R.N.H., Haslar,

WHAT
IN
STORE?

There are bound to be special things
vou want to do in life—while you're
serving and after—but there’s
always the problem of having enough
money at the right time.

In co-operation with the Admiralty
we offer a special endowment
assurance to naval ratings and
Royal Marines (other ranks).

It’s not an expensive scheme;

a few pounds put aside each month
can give you a useful lump sum
later on, with profits, too!

It’s worth your while to have a chat
with the man from the

PRUDENTIAL

Ur write to the Prudential Assurance Co, Ltd.,
Holbore Bars, London E.C.2 PPI's56{a)
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HOLDING THE BABY
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Wh:re is lhe patrol? Although caps

are “flat-aback,” and thc: are pmppmg

up a lamp-post and with hold-alls not wsually associated with sailors in
uniform wvnaccompanied by wives, lan Macnaughton and lan Curry look
real sailors as they act in Philip King's and Falkland Cary's “Rock-a-bye,
Sailor!” now running in London. This is the third of the “sailor™ series, the
two previous ones, “Sailor, Beware” and “Waltch it, Sailor!,” having run for
five years between them in the West End. “Rock-a-bye, Sailor!” tells of the
further adventures of the Hornett family, ruled by that redoubiable “battle-
axe,” “Ma"” Homett, played by Renee Houston. The uniforms were supplied
by C. H. Bernard & Sons, Ltd., the well-known naval tailors, of Harwich.

(Photo.— David Sim, London.)

NO ASDIC DESTROYERS

(Continued from page 6, col. 5)

YISIT TO BARCELONA

- Ships of the Atlantic Fleet were dis-
persed to enable them to visit virious
Spanish ports, for a period of relaxa-
tion, after the strenuous days of
Fleet exercises. The 6th Destroyer
Flotilla accompanied H.M.S. Argus
te Barcelona, where they were given a
great welcome, and were continuously
entertained. We were overwhelmed by
the hospitality of the population of
this very gay city. Theatres and dance
halls opened -about 11 p.m. and
-remained open to the early hours: A
- farewell -cocktail party was given on
board H.M.S. Argus-to an unlimited
number of guests, At-the end of this
four-day non-stop entertainment it was
- refreshing-to -get -to sea-again. - -

The Atlantic Fleet re-assembled at
Gibraltar, and sailed in company
homeward bound, but the accompany-
ing Submarines and the 6th Flotilla
were kept constantly at Asdic exer-
cises, and whilst on passage up Chan-
nel, the Fleet was constantly attacked
by bubm.mmm fmm th: Bcvmpoﬂ
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and Portsmouth Commands. Finally
ships of the Fleet dispersed to Home
Ports to give Easter leave, H.M.S.
Wessex proceeded to Chatham.

EXAMINATIONS AGAIN

Durin'? thc Spring Cruise. | h.n‘.l
spent al my avmlablc time studying
navigation, as I had applied to take
the examinations in Navigation and
Gunnery for the Command of a

destroyer, I considered that my know-"

ledge and experience in gunnery was
of a high enough standard, to enable
me to pass. I was therc[urc able to
take these examinations duripg my
leave, and passed them successfully.

It gave me a .great thrill to know
that 1 was now half-way through a

-1 C:0.'s .examination, and I made up

my mind to study Torpedo and Signals
during the Summer Cruise, although
the ban on Ex-Mate Licutenants
specialising, had been removed, 1
Ldecided that 1 was now too old to
specialise in Gunnery, and that I
would now go all out to specialise in
destroyers.
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Step off- a-plane--or a;ship.almnst anywhere in the world and
there you'll find ROTHMANS KING SIZE ... always fresh ...

always friendly . . . always dependable.
At home or abroad ROTHMANS KING SIZE gives you a

R N St | - smoothness and satisfaction no other cigarette offers you,
Bl You'll find ROTHMANS KING SIZE really satisfies.

WHEN YOU TRAVEL, NOTE THESE MPAN - « « = o « « « . OVIN COMCID - « o o v o - - = Me

PRICES IN MAJOR CBUNTRIES AND t:[*!m ----- ey ;:lﬁ BOMINCL = = = = o = o o & a5
AIALINES SADOI ARABIA - « = = = & . MM ;
BRI + « = & & = e = o 75 AUSTRALASIA:
EUROPE: ASSTRALIA . « = = o s &« s = 31}
BRITAE « # + » = s = = = 16 AFRICA: NEW JEALIND = = & « & - 8
B viveces s e o ypy WML - e v el WOINTS NEWGCUNEL < = » = = o e o 3
P e L MLl Rl = =« o« o« & =« = = = @ 2/10
;;:::nrs}m s ate & a Fnﬂ: RENTA + ¢ = o o ¢y = = LM SOLOMON HLANES + . - o o - e
BEAN = o s 5 v e e <1259 :1'&'::1"'*----::!1::
o i Gl ey - T B rers MAIOR AIRLINES: |
MY o « o » o « pas TRGGMALILAND - e v e oo frag ARFRANCE - = = = = = = 125 KF
Pt SN e L L fe7s AUTAUA + o o"¢ o o o « L16
BAMAML « « + o o s s = pply TR e boe s . pctry BEL - o o0 e s s U
’ IWIDIN - - & TEL] MUIBKITIEY = « = = = & = = Ei .79 BOAL = = = = s s & = & 3=
ﬂ ‘HE:[ . “.:1_” ETHICFIL = « « =« & = =« = = $1.04 CLLE = s = = = - & ® & & '|l||'-
o= if, 1 v = e a . 'llm lllllll y J.m lHEHiu IH“ lulm’: ...... " 'I!
e : : rra . & & & ® & & & & @ - - EAST AVRICAN l-ilﬂ'l“ **** !f—-
.I*he htem ul‘ II MLS. .i\ﬂ':u-«. l.llu:n !‘mm lhe hn“h of H.M.S. "t"rcﬁwx in _ T, i Do i e e A
1ois Sirbour i 1T . ASIA: BEOBE e it a MEL $250 PANAMERCAN « » « = & o & e
— iR WD 5o weieie o 00 WAL . - - . - . - Peasds QANAS « o o w o o b s e
| T B oM.  BAMAMAL ¢ -+ s s s s = M- LML - o+ s s e e - . -J0CENTS
’ MILITA & o & = « = = « MSIO)  JAMAMA + = '+ =« = = = = =« I - UMM « s e e oe s . 1%
ROYAL SAILORS’ HOME CLUB LTI w1l o 11010 o
Queen Street, Portsmouth (Portsmouth 24231/2) MG AONE - - - - - - RASLI ANIGEA + « o o o o = o & A2c  TAANS CAMADA AIRLINES - - - - 1%

THE CLUB FOR ALL LOWER DECK PERSONNEL
EVERY SERVING MAN AND WOMAN IS A MEMBER

(Ex-Serving-Men & Women Eligible For Membership)

ALL OVER THE WORLD THE SWING IS
TO ROTHMANS KING SIZE

—————— RELFFEAM

Single Cabins, Married Quarters, Bars, Restaurant, Billiards, T.V. Lounges, Locker:
Facilities for Receptions and Dances

THE FAMILIES’ ANNEXE IS NOW OPEN
AND AVAILABLE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

Complete With Own Lounge and Bar Restaurant and Children's Play Room
{Entrance In Hawke Street. Phone 21865)
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courage— Bishop

TWO BIG OCCASIONS
FOR COVENTRY

N the most appropriate day of the year, Sunday, October 21, the Standard

of the Coventry Branch of the Royal Naval Association was dedicated
in Coventry Cathedral in the presence of some 650 shipmates with abodt 60
branch Standards, from all over England, and about 600 sca cadets from the
Midlands.

The occasion was a truly naval one,
and past, present and l[uture men ol
the Royal Navy were told by the
Bishop of Coventry, Dr. Cuthbert
H;:n.iHI::}‘.

need for moral courage and of men
like Admural Lord Nelson.

Shipmate Howard Jones and was dedi-
cated by the Provost of Coventry, the

o

of the country’s growing|

SR SRS

The new Standard was carried by

Why Ronson Premier is
the world’s most wanted lighter

A lot of brainpower went into the design of this first
Varaflame. Tiny parts had to be correct to within one
ten-thousandth of an inch. Today as many as 60 different,
tests are carried out on every Ronson Varaflame Premier.
That’s why it’s still the world's leading gas lighter. Ask to
see the Ronson Premier next time you're in the NAAFI.

Only Ronson have the unique Varaflame
system that gives you % Inftantly adjustable
Aame helght # 5-second refuelling # up to
13 months of lights from one Multi-Fill,

WORLD'S GREATEST LICHTERS

= -. . Lo ] S »
- -“W o 'u-}'

The Bishop of Coventry, Dr. Cuthbert Bardsley, flanked by some of the 60 Standards from branches of the Royal

Navil Association, enters Coventry Cathedral for the dedication of the Coventry Branch’s new Standard. (Photo:
“Coventry Evening Telegraph™)

Country’s growing need for moral

sea with the Roval Navy during the
war.

OLD STANDARD LAID UP

At the same ceremony the Standard
of the Coventry Branch of the Roval
Naval Old Comrades' Association,
dedicated about 16 yecars ago and
carried on that occasion by Shipmate
Sydney Bliss, was laid up in the new
cathedral. Shipmate Bliss, escorted by
some who were present when the Stan-
dard was dedicated in 1946, again
carried the Standard for the laying-up
ceremony.

The Old Comrades’” Association was
disbanded in 1954, but in 1935 the
Coventry Branch of the Roval Naval
Association was formed and this took
over the old Standard.

The parade through the city streets
before the service attracted consider-
able attention and so did the march

ast afterwards. The march past was
ollowed by tea and a most enjoyable
social evening.

After the closure of the Old Com-
rades’ Association a few ex-naval men
got together to keep alive the spirit of
unity. lovalty and comradeship they
had found in the Roval Navy, and
among them was Shipmate F. Jepheolt,
the present chairman of the branch.
The energy and perseverance shown by
the few has borne fruit and today the
Coventry Branch has a membership
of 250, and that number is still
Increasing.

NEW SOCIAL CLUB

Another important occasion for
the Coventry Branch was the open-
ing of its new social club in Much
Park Street on November 2, when
Alderman Harry Weston “pulled”
the first pint.

The new club has a trulv nautical

| atmosphere, for ships’ bells, port and
' starboard
- paintings and photographs decorate the
i headquarters, the result of months of
hard work by some of the shipmates

lights, warship models,

of the branch. Dozens ol cap tallies

Care evident, including the cap ribbon
Cof a German U-boat sailor, and the
| central feature of the bar 15 2
' wheel.

ship's

UNFULFILLED AMBITION

The shipmates, however, have still
onc ambition unfulfilled. They intend
to build their own permanent head-
quarters and have £6,500 in the build-
ing fund. The members realise that
they have a long way to go before

' altaining their objective, but the vear

1970 15 being mentioned as a possible

! larget.

PLACES

The plaques were presented by
Cdr. W. Bond, R.N., representing the
Senior Naval Officer Northern Ireland,
Capt. D. Mason, R.N,, and Cdr. T. G.
Horton, R.N., on behalf of Capt,
Kemp, R.N., Superintendent of the
R.N. Aircraft Yard.

After the Loyal Toast, a telegram

' from H.M. The Queen was received

with acclamation. Cdr. Bond ably pro-
posed the toast of The Royal Naval
Association, and the Irish Area dele-
gate, Shipmate Licut. (E) C. A. Max-
well, M.B.E., DS.C., M.L.Mar., E.,
R.IN, (ret) responded.

Cdr. Horton, in proposing the toast
of the Belfast branch, gave some

ment of civilians at Sydenham. Res-
ponding to this toast the branch
president regaled those present with an

few of his amusing experiences as an
R.N.V.R. officer in two world wars.
He also expressed the best thanks of

places  of
' rooms, He also paid tribute to the sec-
' retary, Shipmate T. Brown, for the

Rev. G. C. N. Williams, who was at |

=

he assured

honour in the branch’s

excellent organisation of the dinner

IS ‘:md tor his untiring work in the |

2 :;l New Headquarters

and Skittle Alley

 Areunion, members of the Portland
 branch of the Royal Naval Associa-
| tion, in concert with various Service
associations, were able to
Coventry Cathedral on Trafalgar Day.

The Portland shipmates consider

' that Coventry put on an excellent |
show and they extend their thanks and |

congratulations.

The branch’s .22 rifle team is doing
well again this year and ready for all
challenges.

On December 6 the branch moves to
new  headquarters—to what was the
prison. Al the new headquarters is a
finc skittle alley, and the Portland
members hope to be able to give other
branches a good game.

SHIP’'S WHEEL
WANTED

THI‘I Ashford (Kent) branch of the
Royal Naval Association will be
holding its 15th annual dinner in early
February next year, and the members
are in the throes of a refit.

The “bridge,” with its port and star-
board lights, masthead light and White
Ensign, looks fine, but one thing is
missing. Is there any shipmate who
could help Ashford to obtain a ship’s
wheel? The members are anxious to
hand over a wheel to the branch’s
president at the annual dinner.

Some 40 shipmates and their ladies
were present at the annual reunion

not get back to Ashford until about
2.30 a.m., but the secretary and other
shipmates managed to get a couple of

i hours® sleep and then set off for Deal
for a day’s competition sea fishing.
| "Some folk never give up,” says our
reporler.

A new idea has been put forward to
the members. It is an cight-day coach
tour, staying at Great Yarmouth, with
day trips to the Fens and the Broads.
to say nothing of the wvisits to local
branches of the Association.

interesting, witty speech, recounting a |

the branch for the two plaques which, |
the donors, would find |

visil |

—

and all had a splendid time. They did |

PLAQUES WILL HAVE
OF HONOUR

PE.AOUES from H.M.S. Sea Eagle and the Royal Naval Aircraft Yard,
Sydenham, were received by the president of the Belfast branch of the
Royal Naval Association, Captain Sir Richard Pim, K.B.E., V.R.D., D.L,,
R.N.V.R,, at the eighth annual dinner of the branch.

interests of the association in the city,

‘EAST INDIES' ANECDOTES

The toast of Our Guesls was
given by Shipmate Licut. R, D. Rols-
ton, R.N.R.. a founder member of the
brarch and one of its vice-presidents.
Th: guest of honour, the Deputy Lord
M:sor of Belfast, Councillor W. Jen-
kins, who has spent many years in
India replied and entertained the mem-
bers with anccdotes which recalled to

some  shipmates memories of  the
*East Indies.”
Cdr. York, H.M.S. Kent, also

| expressed the thanks of the guests who
interesting figures regarding employ- | Included
® il % f AR | Bangor,

representatives  from  the
Portadown and Lisburn
branches, also other Regimental Asso-
ciations in the city,

Messrs. Dempster. Thompson and
Wilson entertained the company with
music and song.

Amongst those who sent apologies
for non-attendance were the Senior
Naval Oflicer Northern Ireland, the
Captumn Superintendent of the R.N.
Aircraft Yard and the Lord Mayor of
Belfast, Alderman Martin Wallace,
who served under the White Ensign
with the rank of Licutenant during
1914-1918, and is a Life Member of the
Belfast branch,

Capt. R, Roberts, R.N., the former

S}lpcrintcmlum of the R.N. Aircraft
Yard paid the branch a visit recently

land introduced his successor, Capt.

YN addition to attending the annual | Kemp, R.N.

VISIT OF H.MLS. BELFAST

The visit of H.MLS. Belfast to her
name town occasioned a good deal of
excitement and  exchanges of hos-
pitality. The Belfast branch was very
pleased to welcome so many of the
ship’s company to its headquarters.

Ser\;a with
Captain Scott

HIPMATE William Alfred Haw-

Kins, & member of the Bridport
branch of the Roval Naval Asso-
ciation and known to everyone at West
Bay as “Bill,” has died at the age of
75. Known to thousands of holiday-
makers, he was one of two people
claiming to be natives of the old Brid-
port harbour, which had a community
of 70.

Shipmate  Hawkins entered  the
Royal Navy as a boy in 1901, retiring
in 1926. His training was served in one
of the old “wooden walls,” and he

A later served in destroyers and then in -

submarines. Later he served with Capt.

Robert Falcon Scott of  Antarctic
fame,

JUTLAND VETERAN

Al the Battle of Jutland Shipmate
Hawkins was serving in H.M.S. St
Vincent and from 1920-23 saw service
in a gunboat in the Yangtse.

Al his funeral the coflin was covered
by a White Ensign and members of
the Bridport branch present included
Capt. E. W. Whittington-Ince, a vice-
president, representing the president of
the branch (Admiral Sir Gerald V.
Gladstone), Licut.-Colonel M. R. Yeo,
R.M., Shipmates W. M. Perfitt (chair-
man), W. R. N. Cast (secretary), H.
Chubb, R. Atkins, J. McDonald,
R. V. R. Collins, C. Shaw, B. Welch,
B. Bengree and J. Altham.

NAME
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Guest of Honour at his own BLACKHALL’S

branch

HEN the Camberley branch of

the Royal Naval Association held
its seventh annual dinner and dance
on November 3, 97 members and their
friends sat down to the dinner and were
ioined by members from other
branches for the dance,

The guest of honour of the evening
wias a member of the branch, Shipmate
“Bill” Pibworth, an Association mem-
ber for over 20 years, who was “piped
aboard™ in traditional manner,

Shipmate R. Berg, the president of
the branch proposed the Loval Toast
and, in the absence of Licut.-Cdr. R.
Kitson, the sccretary, Shipmate S.

Head proposed the toast of The Royal |

Naval Association,
INCREASED SUBSCRIPTIONS

Shipmate Head told those present of
the rise in subscriptions for 1963, He
pointed out that owing to the increased
cost of things today, the rise was
something that could not be avoided
if the Association was to be main-
tained. He concluded his short address
by saving that people often asked the
question “What do vou get out of it?”

e,

Farewell Gift
for Cardiff
President

HE members of the Cardiff branch

of the Royal Naval Association
said goodbye to their president, Capt.
A. P. Atwell, C.B.E., R.N., and Mrs,
Atwell on October 17 at a social even-
ing, some 50 members and wives be-
ing present.

The vice-president of the branch.
Shipmate J. Graham, presented Capt.
Atwell with a cigarette case and lighter
and Mrs. Atwell was presented with
4 bouquet.

Thanking the members for their
kindness Capt. Atwell, who is retiring
to Devon, said how sorry he and Mrs.
Atwell were to leave Wales and. in
particular, the Cardiff branch where
they had spent many enjovable even-
ings and made so many good friends.

At the close of the cvening all the
members sang “We'll Keep a welcome
in the hillside.”

CASTLEFORD TO
ENTERTAIN
30 ‘WEAR-SIDERS’

[L.THOUGH not much news has

come from Castleford and District
Royal Naval Association lately, “Navy
News" is informed that the association
is as active as ever. There have been
various social activities and the annual
Trafalgar Dance was an unqgualified
SUCCesS,
. Arrangements are being made to en-
tertain - shipmates  from  the Wear
branch of the Roval Naval Associa-
tion. It is understood that about 80
Wear shipmates and friends are going
to Hudderslield on December 8 hoping
to see Sunderland beat Hudderstield,

Any member of the Royal Naval
Association will be welcome at this

social evening, but in order that the !

necessary  calering arrangements can
be made and so ensure a pleasant even-
ing for everyone, the secretary. R. Dar-
ley, 9 East Drive. Chequerlield Estate,
Pontefract. should be informed. The
Castleford headquarters is at the Dnll
Hall, Healdfield Road, off Ferrybridge
Road, Castleford.

| He reminded members that the import-
| ant thing was not what you get out of
it, but what was put mto it. "It is
this,” he said, “that makes happy
branches like | have the pleasure to say
our’s 1s.”

The branch chairman, Shipmate
“Bill” Gunns proposed the toast of the
Guests and in doing so he paid a warm
tribute to Shipmate “Bill” Pibworth.
Although Shipmate Pibworth had been
with the branch for only three years,
he had been a member of the Associa-
tion for over 20 years and, as Delegate
for the branch at Area Conferences he
| had done a wonderful job of work for
' the branch,

In his reply Shipmate Pibworth said
that when he joined the Association
in 1930 he did so because he could
| see something he could take an
interest in. He had done his best in the
' three branches he had belonged to,
' mentioning that he had been a founder-
member of Westminster branch and
had the honour of being its chairman
for about 13 years.

He recalled his carly days in the
Navy in 1916 when his pay was 3s. 6d.
per week, Two shillings of this was
allotted to his mother and the pay-
master kept back another Is, which
left 2 meagre “tanner”—not cnough
for a “run ashore.”

A splendid dance concluded a4 most
successful evening.
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NEW CLUB
OPENED

VERY member of the Blackhall
and Coastal branch of the Royal
Naval Association is highly delighted
with the new headquarters and club

which had its official opcning on
December 1,
For a branch which has been in

existence {or about only three and a |

| half years, Blackhall has done remark-
ably ‘well. To have built its own club

and to have purchased its Standard
| and had it dedicated in that short time
shows what can be done by all pulling
| together, The ladies of the branch
have been of the greatest help.

The new headquarters are very com-
fortable and the furnishings and
' amenities first class. On the main doors,

which are made of glass, the Associa-
Ction crests were painted by Miss M.,
Craggss daughter of Shipmate A.
Craggs., and very “shipshape™ they
look. The “wardroom™ is furnished in
' blue and gold and is really snug and
‘cosy. The canteen and recreation
'space is in red and blue, the floor
'itilinl,: being blue and gold.

| The attractiveness of the club, how-
| ever, does not end with its furnishings.
| It houses a warmth and a welcome,
‘not only to the shipmates of the
branch, but also to all visitors who are
made more than welcome,

| Shipmate Clough, of the Portland
'branch. was one of the first visitors
and he was very impressed with the

| L .
| their ladies had made,

A ROBBERY

Unfortunately a week after the un-
official opening the premises were
' broken into and the branch suffered a
£40 *sct back." Everyone is hoping
| that the culprit will soon be brought

SIX EX-WRENS

URING the last month the Cheam
and Worcester Park branch of the ... ¢ with them.

CHEAM BRANCH NOW HAS

» Young who, at the age of 84, sull man-
ages to get along to meetings and to
enjov every moment with the ship-
‘mates. Cheam wishes him many more

The auxiliary vessels were com-
manded by a licutenant, R.N.R., or
a skipper. The crews consisted of men
spectally recruited for service in the
Auxiliary Patrol Service. One of the
necessary qualifications was that the
applicant had served at sea as a deck-
hand on a trawler, drifter, yacht or
tug. Unfortunately, it was discovered
that on recruitment no cffort had been

fine effort the branch members and |

Royal Naval Association has increased | 1o hranch deeply regrets the loss
its membership by four—two of whom | ¢ i1c vice-president, Shipmate Alder-
are ex-Wrens. This increase is not a |,y A . Hasted. A real stalwart, he
ing campaign, bot at any rate it 1S A embers extend their deepest sym-

the ship’s company and the branch
finds them a great asset.

The “Teenage Twist Session™ was
a great success and the vounger cle-
| ment—and the  “not-so-young —are
asking for more sessions.

The Ladies’ Section went to the
' Black and White Minstrels Show for
their annual outing. The ladies made
splendid “hosts™ and the shipmates
thank them for a splendid evening. The
ladies’ help in running the dance buf-
' fets is most appreciated too.

. The branch was represented at the
| Remembrance Day service at 5t Dun-
stan’s Church, Cheam, the
CStandard, carried by Shipmate
Bailey. being in evidence. Shipmate
F. W. Matthews, chairman of the
branch, laid a wreath in memory of

those shipmates who so gallantly gave |

their hives tor freedom.
DROP IN MEMBERSHIP

ing. the chairman reported that there
seems 1o be anxious times ahead for
the Association. He reported an alarm-
Ling drop in membership, but felt that

' with tenacity of purpose there could |

Ihc an improvement.

Coastal
JOIN THE NEW

Do You Live In A

Area?

ROYAL NAVAL

AUXILIARY SERVICE

The protection and control o our
which YOU can help.

Men and women over 21 years of
Uniform is provided and all expenses

Volunteers.are trained in their spare time for special duties to take their

place in a Naval Port Organisation in

For details apply to your nearest Royal Naval Recruiting Office, or write direct
to:- Command Naval Auxiliary Officer, Office of the Commander-in-Chief,
H.M. Dockyard, Portsmouth, Office of the Commeonder-in-Chief, Plymouth or
Office of the Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, Rosyth, Fife,

shipping in wartime is a vital task in

age can ‘oin this volunteer service
paid.

emergency, either ashore or afloat,

branch ¢
V. |

Aflter his visit to No. 2 Area meet-|

The oldest shipmate at Cheam and |
\ Worcester Park is Shipmate Jack!

start. There are now six ex-Wrens in| o000 1 Mrs. Hasted and family.

Rhondda’s gift
to Sea Cadets

r
HANKS to the generosity of the
Rhondda branch of the Royal
Naval Association the Rhondda East
| and Rhondda West Sea Cadet Corps
have their own Colours.

Over 300 Sea Cadets from South
Wales were present when the Colours
' were presented at a special drum head
' service conducted by the Chaplain of
the Rhondda branch, the Rev. W. L
Loyns, The Colours were presented by
the Lord Licutenant of Glamorgan,
Colonel C. G. Traherne, K.5t.J., T.D.,
who, previously had inspected the
' Cadets. He was thanked by Licut.-Cdr.
]. E. Williams, R.N.R., president of
| the branch.

At the conclusion of the Colours
Presentation, the: Lord Licutenant and
the Mavor of Rhondda, Alderman
[oan Williams, 1.P., took the salute at
a march past.

A lunchcon followed, presided over
by Licut.-Cdr. Williams. Mr. Gerald
Blackmore, president of the Rhondaa
Sea Cadet Corps proposed the toast of
the guest of honour and the Lord
Licutenant, in his reply, said that it

Cwas most fitting that after ten years in
- commission the Rhondda branch of the
' Roval Naval Association had made
| the presentations possible.

The toast of the Rhondda branch
was proposed by Alderman Sidney
Mitchell, O.B.E., J.P., and Shipmate
Elwyn Isracl, responding, said he
wished to place on record the names
of the pioneers who, ten ycars ago,
had worked so hard to found the
Rhondda branch, These included
Shipmates Idwal Cook, E. H. Walters,
J. Powell, Ellis Russel and Bryn
Thomas.

Many obstacles had been overcome
and now. by personal contributions

Pand special efforts they had secured

al

permanent  headquarters
Square, Tonypandy,

Pandy

| The Colours were dedicated at St.

Andrews Church, Llwynypia at a
service conducted by the Rev. W. J.
lLovns, assisted by the Rev. D. C.

. Recs, B.AL the vicar.

L]

made to verify what qualifications the
apphcant had.

UNTRAINED DECKHANDS

Consequently raw  recruits. un-
trained but dressed as seamen, were
drafted to man these vessels. The in-
experience was abruptly brought to
the notice of the commanding oflicers

——
SOME TEMPORARY NAVAL
BASES AND PORT PARTIES
1939-1945
by
Capt. H. F. Waight, O.B.E..
R.N. (retd.)

in the vovage from the Clvde to
Ardrossan and, on berthing, they at
once registered a complaint at the
Naval Officer in Charge's Office, stat-
ing that none of the deck hands could
rcad the compass or steer a ship;
furthermore, they had no knowledge
of boatwork, or of the guns or explo-
sives which were carried.

This was a serious state of affairs
and, on investigation, it was proved
to be only too true. It was obvious
that if any of these vessels were to
encounter a U-boat or German patrol
craft, a serious position would arise.
1 therefore obtained permission from
the Admiralty to hold cach vessel for

UNTRAINED SEAMEN
WERE A PROBLEM

(In his first article Capt. Waight told of the sctting up at Ardrossan of a
Naval Operational and Repair Base, and the commissioning of H.M.S. Forti-
tude, and the sinking of the German submarine U33 by H.M.S. Gleaner.)

S the trawlers and drifters converted on the Clyde were completed, they

were sailed to Ardrossan, the last port of call before proceeding to the
port on which they were based. Great care was needed, therefore, in framing
the “Sailing Orders” and to see that the crews had a working knowledge of
the guns and equipment with which their vessels were fitted.

a weck to ton days to train both the
commanding officers and crews. The
traiming was placed in the hands of
Licut.-Cdr. A, E. Way, M.B.E., R.N.
—a very ctlicient oflicer.

[ visited Lowestolt where the head-
quarters of the Auxiliary Patrol Ser-
vice were established and arrange-
ments were made to send crews des-
tned to man auxiliary wvessels to
Ardrossan for two weeks' (raining
 before being drafted. This was o step
in the right direction.

DOCKYARDS AT PRESSURE

The Ardrossan Dockvard was soon
working at high pressure and, for that
matter, so were the vards at Troon
and Irvine. At Ardrossan trawlers
were being built and others were being
converted for minesweeping or anti-
submarine work. In addition. a num-
ber of other vessels were cither refit-
ting or boiler cleaning. At Troon
sloops. in addition to trawlers, were
being built, and other trawlers were
being converted and destroyers re-

| fitted,

At Ayr the dockyard, too, concen-
trated on repairs to merchant ships,
whilst  Irvine dealt with drifters,
vachts and motor launches. At a later
date  Ardrossan and Troon vards
undertook docking and refits of sub-
marines. The co-operation of the
managers cverywhere was first class.

To ecase the load from off my
shoulders the Admiralty appointed
two commanders (retired) as resident

(Continued on page 15, column 1)

Nearly one hundredweight of cur-
rants, 210 cggs and nine bottles of rum
were among the ingredients used in the
making ol Christmas puddings for the
Juntors at H.MLS. Ganges. The pud-

dings include 200 sixpences.

Dark, delicious,

CREAM LABEL STOUT;

smooth and satisfying.
Have a glass or two today.

Try also WATNEYS PALE ALE;

RED BARREL—-WATNEYS KEG
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Near-perfect weather
at Christmas

(BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)

HEN Captain Cook discovered Christmas Island on Christmas Eve, 1777,

it is unlikely that even in his wildest dreams he could have forescen the
use to which his discovery would be put nearly two hundred years later. Having
named and charted the island, he was probably convinced that it would be
gradually forgotten, and remain forever an obscure and uninhabited British
possession in the middle of the vast Pacilic.

But in 1957, when the British atomic
tests took place, the name of Christ-
mas Island became as famihiar to
people in Britain as anywhere else
overseas. After the few vears of obscu-
rity which followed, the island again
hit the headlines early this year when
the American series of tests (Operation
“Dominic") started. One of the Navy's
smallest and farthest-flung units found
its temporary home making front-page
news, and its officers and men having
balcony seats for one of the most awe-
some (and expensive) shows produced
by man.

ISLAND IN THE SUN

Many ratings, on seeing N.P. 5555
on their Draft Orders. are little the
wiser as to where they will be sent,
and on learning that their home for
the next year will be Christmas Island
imagine themselves living under can-
vas on a desolate sandbank about a
mile long, set in shark-infested walers,
tormented by poisonous insects, and
in an appallingly oppressive heat.

Christmas Island, however, is very
different to the conception that most
people have of it. It is by no means a
small island, being 32 miles long by
18 at its widest point, and in fact 1t
enjoys the distinction of being the
largest coral atoll in the world. It is
very roughly shaped like a flat, single-
ended spanner, and like all coral atolls
is made of a coral growth on top of
a submarine volcanic peak (luckily
extinet). It is extremely flat and
highest point is only about 30 feet.
The surrounding ocean, however, is
exceptionally deep, and the sea bed
slopes very steeply from the shore.
The fringing reef, about 200 yards
wide, extends right round the island
except for a convenient break leading
into the very shallow central Iagoon.
Just inside the entrance to this lagoon
lies the settlement, grandly called Port
of London. (A ruined settlement af the
other side of the :.nlr.uu: is called
Paris.)

Christmas Island is one of a group
called the Line Islands, which in turn
form part of the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony. Christmas 1s 120 miles
north of the equator and 1,200 miles
south of Hawaii, and the Great Circle
distance to London i1s 8,600 miles—
five and a half weeks by sea.

LOVELY COCONUTS

On arriving by air at Christmas one
is struck first by the many different-
coloured lakes and lagoons dark reds,
blues and bright greens, and secondly
by the amount of thriving vegetation.
The salt bush, a tough, not unattrac-
tive shrub with a shiny green leaf,
scems Lo prefer the most arid parts of
the island. The north and south-west
parts of the island are covered with
cocouanut trees, but all these have in
fact ben planted artificially as copra
plantations, These are worked by about
450 Gilbertese, who do not, however,
belong permanently to Christmas but
have been brought in for the planta-

is |

tion from various islands in the colony.
Christmas Island i1s basically unin-
habited.

Although: the humudity 15 extremely
high, and corrosion plays havoc with
everything from steel to leather, the
climate is not at all oppressive, and in
fact 15 as near perfect as one could
hope for because of the constant and
cool casterly breeze. The temperature
remains between 75° and 85° all the
year round, and the weather does not
change [rom secason to season except
for shightly stronger winds in the
winter.

COMBINED OPERATIONS

Naval Party 5555 consists of the|:
Commanding Officer (who also carries
out the duties of Resident Naval
Oflicer and Harbourmaster) the Base
Engineer Officer, and 32 ratings of all
branches. We form the (numerically)
smallest part of the inter-Service
organisation which  comprises the
R.A.F. Station, Christmas Island. The
R.A.F. have about 190 personnel, and
the Royal Engineers (who are respon-
sible for power and waler services and
all construction) 100 oflicers and other
ranks. The three Services are accom-
modated in wooden buildings, which
are spacious and comfortable, in the
Port Camp at Port of London.

The task of the naval party is to
man and maintain the various crafl
which are essential for unloading
store ships and maintaiming the chan-
nel buoys, to look after the workshops,
jetties, shipway and an Emett-like dis-
tilling plant inappropriately called
Felicity-Anne, and to keep the sea
defences in good repair. As age and
corrosion take their toll, the task
becomes more dithicult. The busiest
time for us 1s when a store ship arrives;
the L.C.Ms. then prove their worth as
ideal craft for transporting the cargo
ashore from the ships anchored
beyand the reef.

AMERICAN “BUILD-UP”

Operation “Dominic,” the American
serics of nuclear tests, for which the
build-up of Christmas Island started
last February, gave all three Services
a considerable amount of hard but
interesting extra work. We were even-
tually outnumbered by the U.S. Navy
by five to one, and the normally more-
than-adequate alongside berths were
constantly occupied by L.C.Us. and
..C.Ms. flying the Stars and Stripes.
Thirty-seven different U.S. Navy f-:htp*i
came to the island during the opera-
tion, some of them several times.

The nuclear explosions them-
selves provided a beantiful if grim
before-breakfast  spectacle. There
were 24 altogether, sometimes as
many as three taking place in one
week. The interest and excitement
of watching the developing firchall
and mushroom cloud wore off after
the first few shots; everyone was
aware of the danger of looking
straight at the flash, and the camp
went about its normal business dur-
ing the count-down.

.

Great News

DEFERRED SCHEMES 100%
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130, LONDON ROAD,
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Please forward details of your House Purchase Scheme
without obligation
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A gtntral view of the camp on
Christmas Island

When the series of tests ended in
July of this year, the Americans pulled
out and left us more or less as we were
before. Although the speed of the
build-up was noteworthy, that of the

“roll-up™ was remarkable. The thought
of getling home to the States provided
a big incentive.

Y.LPs.

The end of the tests was an anti-
climax, when the searchlight of world
interest which had been on us for six
months was turned away and we
slipped back into relative obscurity.
But we have certainly not felt
neglected, and have been honoured by
several visits in the last year—the First
Sea Lord and Lady John in February,
the Chiefl of the Air Staff (Marshal of
the Royal Air Force Sir Thomas Pike)

it wr PR B3 g i o el i A W
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and Lady PILL in hprll HIL Air Di'ﬁf.cr

Commanding-in-Chief, Transport
Command, at the end of last year,
followed soon after by the Engineer-
in-Chiel.

SPORT FOR ALL

There is plenty of work to be done
on Christmas, but there i1s also plenty
of opportunity for sport of all kinds.
Soccer, hockey, tenmis and cricket are
all enthusiastically played, and con-
ditions for aqua-lunging, sailing,

waler-skiing and fishing are ideal. Men
who would not dream of taking up
these sports in England do so at
Christmas. Whether thev keep them
up or not when they get back to icy
English wind and rain i1s another
matter!

There is excellent bathing in the
lagoon, but this is prohibited off the
coast because of the dangerous reef.
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There are no “‘runs ashore,” Ports-
mouth style, on Christmas Island,
although lcave can be taken in Hono-
lulu. Each of the three Services has
its own club the Navy’s, the Trafalgar
Club, was opened for the first time by
the Base Commander on Trafalgar Eve
this year. Except for the outside walls
and roof, which existed already, the
club was constructed entirely by rat-
ings of the Naval Party. The com-
pleted product is a first-class club,
which i1s not only very mml‘nrl.:hlc
and attractively decorated, but gives
the impression that one 1s “away from
it all,” and not in fact in a wooden
building like all the others. It 15 run-
ming well and its only problem appears
to be that it is making too much
money!

Life on Christmas Island is a bit

(Continued on page 15, column 1)

Make it 4 Merry Christmag
with FARSONS X
wihes and

Spirits

/

Brewers of Blue Label « Hop Leaf
Cisk Lager + Lacto Stout -

J

Farsons Stout
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Port parties (cont.)

(Continued from page 13, col. 5)

naval officers to Troon and Ayr, whilst
| dealt with Irvine and Ardrossan, and
the minesweeping and patrolling of
the North Channel and Clyde
Approaches.

In the autumn of 1939 a new danger
had arisen—magnetic mines. For some
time it was uncertain how this new
danger could be overcome, but a com-
plete, unexploded mine was recovered
i the Thames Estuary. As a result of
examination by the experts, a counter- |
measure,  “degaussing,”  was  intro-
duced.

Brieflv, degaussing was elfected by
litting clectric cables fore and aft on |
both sides of a ship as near the gun-
wale as possible at upper-deck level.
I'hen, by coupling up the cables to
a generator, a current could be passed
through the cables which would neu-
tralise the magnetism mmduced 1in the |
vessel when building.

(Continued from page 14, col. 5) |

isolated, but mail takes as little as |
‘three dayvs from the United Kingdom,
and a Hastings aircraft flies twice
weekly to Honolulu, so one does not
feel too cut off. Evervone misses some
things that the island cannot provide
and 1s glad to get home alter a year's
tour out here. but there 1s a great deal
that we will regret leaving behind and |
which no amount of money can pur-
chase in the icy north.

e
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To test the efficiency of this appara- |

tus a range was constructed off Helens-
burgh in the Clvde where most of the
tests were carried out,

THE “SKID" INTRODUCED
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Classified
Advertisements. . .
SITUATIONS YACANT

{ THIS COMPANY & prepared 10 acee
Applications from aon-Commiuoned Personnel
10 train for the position of Off-Licence 3ales
i Manager. A training period of three months will
| be miven: this in addition to thoe who are

The first defensive device used was | avatlable 10 carry out an EN.T. Course. It may

known as a “skid.™ It was, n fact, a
lightly built barge with upper deck
closed. Fore and aft was fitted an elec-
tric cable which could be charged from
a towing drifter, the cable being em-
bodied in the centre of a buoyant tow-

'rope. The drifter had been immunised
by the system of “wiping.” 1e., rmﬂ:;-ﬂ

ing an electrically charged cable over
the hull,

Six of these drifters. each with a
skid, arrived at Ardrossan without
warning and reported for duty. It
was impossible to berth them in the
harbour, so permission was obtained
to requisition Rothesay Pier and
buildings and to set up a base under
the control of a licutenant, R.N.R.

As no detailed mformation had
been circulated in connection with the
streaming or the cnormous buoyant
tow-rope, | proceeded to sea with 2
drifter and skid and, by trial and

cerror, devised a method of operation

which was officially adopted. This
small but uscful group of magnetic

' minesweepers did not remain in the |

Clyde area for long. Germans were
laying magnetic mines off Belfast, and
instructions were received to operate
them from Larne where, 1 believe.
they did good work.

(To be continued)

e

making a total of £775. After

promotion. Candidates must

Serving naval personnel should make application through their
Commanding Officer.

ADMIRALTY
CONSTABULARY

Vacancies for Constables exist in the Admiralty Constabulary.
Initial appointment will be on temporary basis with prospects
of permanent and pensionable service. Commencing pay of
entrants is £550 a year, with nine annual increments of £25,

Further information and application forms can be obtained from

The Chief Constable
Admiralty Constabulary, Admiralty, London, S.W.| I

|7 years’ service a further

I increment of £25 is awarded making a final total of £800 a year.
Uniform and boots are provided. There are good prospects of

be of exemplary character,

between 2| and 48 years of age, at least 5 7” in height (bare

feet), and of British nationality. Prior to appointment they

| will be required to pass a medical examination and an educa-

tional test (unless holding a Service Certificate of Education).

Educational tests are held quarterly in Portsmouth, Devonport
and Rosyth: and at Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

this problem.

When FIRE is sounded off aboard
job efficiently and in record time. You

Sales Training Manager, who will be

WOULD YOU LIKE ANOTHER PENSION?

What do you intend to do after you have finally downed your last tot? All
who are finishing their **22"" . . . or had enough at *'12" ... have to face

At 40 you may be pensioned from the Na
ANOTHER ENGAGEMENT AND ANOTHER PENSION.

and used NU-SWIFT, which you know as “"PATENT 7272".

SELLING IS A MAN'S JOB, requiring self-discipline, which you already have
. . . plus a strong personality. WHY NOT USE YOUR SERVICE TRAINING
TO MAKE ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CAREER FOR YOURSELF!?

We have a number of ex-Chief and P.Os. in our organization .., one C.P.O.,
after 29 years’ service, joined us in 1947 and earned £4,659 last
Another ex-Chief P.O. did even better . . . he is now our Technical Director!

From experience we know that ex-R.N. Chief and P.Os. are most likely to
succeed, and we want more of them. IF YOU ARE AN ENGINE-ROOM CHIEF
OR P.O. ABOUT TO LEAVE THE SERVICE write to Mr. W. Pearson, our

profitable and interesting pensionable career with Nu-Swift. We don’t say
all will earn £80 per week immediately. £20/£25 per weck is more like it during
your first few months . ., rapidly increasing with experience and hard work.

NU-SWIFT INTERNATIONAL LTD., ELLAND, YORKS

, BUT WE CAN OFFER YOU

you race for NU-SWIFT. It does the
will have been trained in fire fighting

year.

only too pleased to advise you on a

be of increst 1o Applicants 1o know that this
!{Tt‘rm:h::‘_-‘ ix ncarly 804% manncd by Personncl
;frum the Royal Navy., Applicanis should be
marricd - and in postession ol a current driving
licence, B is essential that all tho'e consdering
Ithii position shou!ld be keen on a Sales Career,
All Applicanis may be reauired alter their
famateal training persod to carty out Reliel Duties.
r'l'llln':l position of an OM-Licence Sales Manager
| carries with it a good commencing salary
together with a Pension, plus commussion, and
free living accommodation. Those who are
interested should reguest an Application Form
fram the Galleon Wine Company Limited,
Il'_rg_'li:t Chambers., 32 Trinity Square. London,

i ¥ | Ty -
MISCELLANEOUS
“ATTENTION RADIO ELECTRICIANS.” —
Save money! Butld your own transistor
lr.uda-ﬂ;. Kits to suit all pockets. Details with-
out obhgation {rom Hollea Electronics, 143

|M=ulhrhr.|: Drive, Glasgow, W.3.

| MAN radio controlled taxis, 24-hour service.—
Fel: Porismouth 3533374 (two lines),

| CAP RIBBONS. ships past or present, 176,
cach, plus postage. Send stamped  addressed
| envelope for List, Ships® cresis (plagues), any
design, Z49,6d. each, Blazer badpes (wire or
cotoured wlkd, Alsd car badges, mcial
tichromium), any design in coloured enamel,
comnlete with fintings, 312/6d. Postage extra.
|ﬁHf"::HllL'H{iH'H. 123-6 Queen Strecl, Ports-
| mouth,
'HMOUSFHOLD  EFFFCTS  AND BAGGAGE
stared, moved and packed and shipped. White
% Co Llud.., 12 London Road. Nornth End
C lincnion, Portsmooth. Phone 63221,

MOUSE PURCHASE, An ideal <«cheme for
those looking ahead, 10004 advance aflter three
wears al low rate of interest. Morngages repaid
'n the event of death.—Write for leaflet. “The
House Assured."” to the Provident Life Asto-

Clation  of London Lid., 246 Bishopszate,
| ondon, E.C.2.
ROVAL  NAVAL  BARRACKS., PORTS-

MOLUTH. The story from hulks to present davs,
7ind, Ohtainable from Gale & Polden
Led . Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth. Potr free.
ACE DRIVING SCHOOL for  First  Class
Tuition leading 1o Fird Time Pass Certificate.
Dual conrolled cars. Collection from Rarracks.
Reavonable terms on easv-pavmient basis, 101
:';:'_';’;" Road, North End, Portsmouth., Tel,
GIEVES JEWFELIERY. Gold and pearl crown
ear-rings  (pierced)., £, Sword brooch, £4.
I-‘f:mm:m woeddineg ring, Dorchesier design. £X.
“aval silver charm bracele:. £12. Seen London,
Or near offer. — Box No. 83, "Navy News,"™
R N. Barracks, Portsmouth

Frice

CARS

WHITE STAR GARAGES LTD.
Elm Grove, Southsea (Tel. 20481).
Branches:

Farcham Road, Wickham (Tel. 2207).
Wickham Road. Fareham (Tel. 3063).

ROOTES DEALERS

1960 Vauxhall Cresia ¥ " Estate.

Duo-tone  green, radio, Hydro-vac

braking, many c¢xiras, onc owner .. [675
Hlllman Minx De-Loxe Saloon. Foam
white ‘'ocean blue, heater, extras .. [49%
Ansin A.40, Green/black. heater, One

owner, immaculate (choice of two) £438
Ford Anglia De-Luxe. Hed, one

OwWner = s i e .. E415
Aondin A.40. BDluc/black, one owner,
heater - & & - & & 5
Austin llealey Sprite. Cherry red, one
owner .. i o i i
Trinmph Herald De-Loxe Saloon,
Black 'yellow, heater .. i i
Vauvrhall Cresta Saloon. White «ide
wall tyres. heater, extiras. No expense
hat been spared by the previous
owner 1o keen this car in top

mechanical condition .. .y . u
Ford nglia Saloon. Ambassador
blue, heater ik i e i
Morris 1,008 Two-door Saloon. Birch
.H"!In"‘ ":.n":' ﬂ‘ n:r (] LY W
Hillman Minx Saloon. Antelope/pearl
grey, beater . e i il

" SHIPS OF THE
ROYAL NAVY

OSTCARD photographs of the

following H.M. *¥ps may be ob-
tained from the Editése*Navy News,”
R.N. Barracks. Portsmouth, price 6d.
cach, which includes postage.

Theseus, Bulwark, Ocecan, Eagle,
Centaur, Glasgow, Kenya, Newecastle,
Albion, Ark Royal, Loch Killisport,
Diana, Taciturn, Daring, Chevron,
Zest, Vanguard, Murray, Cumberland,

L=l
1961
1561
1]
1M ]
1941

1958

£330

Scorpion, Liverpool, Apollo, Lynx,
Salisbury, Sheflicld, Girdle Ness,
Maidstone, Newfoundland, Warrior,
Britannia, Bermuda, Victorious,
Corunna, Alamein, Vigo. Tyne,
Jutland, Talent. Palliser, Explorer,
Porpoise, Redpole. Gambia, Tiger,
Russell, Dainty, Protector, Undine,

Defender, Dartington, Carron, Whitby,
Eastbourne, Torquay, Mounts Bay,
Belfast, Hermes, Armada, Yarmouth,
Lion, Hartland Point, Leopard, Token,
Chichester, Echo, Loch Fada, Tenby,
Puma, Blake, Excalibur, Troubridge,
Rhyl, Camperdown, Oberon, Cachelot,
Blackpool, Berwick, Diamond,
Acheron, Lavburn, Scarborough, Sea
Lion, Falmouth and Ashanti.

Medical

required by
Mining Company
in Sierra Leone

WEST AFRICA

Officer

Apalicant must hold 8ritish qualifications, and have had good general experience. Ability to carry
out emergency surgery an advantage. Commencing salary £2,400
marriage and child allowances. Family passages paid. 15 months tours followed by 13 weeks leave
in U.K. on full salary and allowances. Free furnished quarters, kit lllqwmr.m and free medical
attention. Contributory Pension Scheme with retirement at age 55, Life Assurance and Depen-
dants Income Schemes. Write giving full details, experience, stating age, married or single to
A A, MacKelvie F.R.C.S.

SIERRA LEONE DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD., Dept. MO. 35, City Gate House, Finsbury Sq, London, E.C.2

AGED 30-35

p.a. plus bonus. Generous

There is still lime .
1o order your gifls
from BERNARDS

There are scores of Gilt Suggestions in Bernards Gift List and a copy is
available through a Branch or Head Office.

Bernards will, where required arrange to send your choice of Gifts to
any address in the World, accompanied if desired by personal messages or
greeting cards,

Where preferred the Cost of orders may be charged to a Credit Account
for settlement by Admiralty Allotment, Banker's Order or a Post Office
Savings Bank Account.

Here are a few Gift Suggestions for vour consideration,

“TRIF-ANG  TITMOUSE DOLL'S
CARRIAGE." 19-inch. All-metal body
of distinctive new shape. Marimex
hood and apron. Enamelled chassis.
6i-inch direct spoke wheels with push-
on hub caps. Chrome Tubular lever.
62 6,

PEDIGREE WALKING DOLL. Walking
: Jdoll with new jointed knees which allow her
to kneel, sit in a chair and assume many

life-like poses. Dressed in printed cotton
dress with lace trimming, under-garment,
socks and shoes. Plaited wig. Height 22
inches.  73/6d.

“TRI-ANG THUNDERBOLT
PEDAL CAR. Steel body, 6}-inch
diameter wheels with chromed hub
caps. High-gloss enamel and
chrome finish. Length 35 inches,
suitable for 15-inch leg measure-
ment. 99/114d.

LADIES" AVIA WATCH. Rolled gold case,
15 jewel movement with tonneau square glass
and silver dial. Gold batons and fhigures. On
cordette strap. £9/7/6

<

TIMEX CINDERELLA. The Cin-
Jerella watch has a chrome case,
casy-to-read numerals and hands
and a blue nylon strap. Presenta-
ton box with a  beautifully
moulded highly glazed figunne ol
Cinderella makes this a perfcet gift
for a girl. Shockprool. Fully
Guaranteed., 531/-

SERVICES ‘BRIDESMAID'S
WATCH. Jewelled shockproof
movement!. Golden finish case with
slender gold plated  expanding
bracefet. £5/15,)-

SHORTIE NIGHTDRESS. Enchant-
ing Shortic nightdress, 15 denier nylon
over printed tricel with lace and rib-
bon trimming to form shoulder straps
and neck. Size W only. Gold, pink and
lilac. 52/6d. "

*ELECTRIC MOTORWAY." Comprising 1 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud, 1 Jaguar 3.4, 3]
Straights, standard, 1 straight power pick-up, 4 bends standard W*, 2 controlicrs and
1 set connecting wires, This set gives a basic lavout oval size 2 1. G in. by 1 1t. 6 in. and
includes 2 controllers so that both cars can be independently run at varable specds
and dirccuons. 83, -

Transformer for use with above, 36/-

SERVICE STATION *A." Includes two petrol pumps, oil cabinets and has a drive-out car
ramp {rom rool patk and a car it to first-floor showroom. Length 1Y inches. 34/06

SAVOY TRAY AND GLASSES. S:t of 6 wine glasses with a different scenc of London
on ecach in colour. Gilt rims, Complete with engraved brass inshed circular tray. 19%/0

NYLON UNDERSET. Heavy nyvlon, Built-up shoulder to petticoat, trimmed nylon lace.
French knickers. Collee, pink, white shades. Size W only. 42,6

DRESSING GOWN. Nilon quilted in 1-length. Black, pink and lilaz.
Size WX L5/10/)-

BURGESS SLIPPERS Uppers in fine =oft Persian, warm-lined throaghout. Pecp pile
collars. Flexible sewn soles: all lecather. Cream, red and mid-blue. 37/0

ORLON TWIN SET. By Morley, in turquoise, pastel green, primrose and fawn shades.
Classic design. 3-inch, 16-inch, 40-inch. 89/06

WEATHERGAY "KEMPTON' JACKET. Suedette jacket. Lining, coliar and culls sheep-
skin-fabne, ll*;l.* pockets and saddle are smartly piped light tan, Sees 3anch, 36-nch and
i8-inch. £9/7/6

PIFCO FAVOURITE FELECTRIC BLANKET. Heavy cotton twill blanket in pastel
colours with broad satin hinding to match. Voltages 230/250 ACDC. Single 45 in. by 26
in. 656 Double 48 in. by 40 in. 85/-

HOOVER STEAM-OR-DRY ITRON, This i< the iron that damps as it pocs, Just a flick of
a switch—and it"s a dry iron again. Ligh’er than most ordinary irons., Avalable cither
in black. red or blue. 92/1

THE NEW PARKER ‘61" DUETTE SET. Capped with shimmering striations of rolled
gold alternately rich red and gleaming vellow. Tipped with Plathenium. Inlaid with 12t
gold arrow-hecad. Barrels in Red, Blue, Charcoal or Jet Black., £10/10/-

Chocolates, Biscuits or Flowers can be sent direct where requested.

C. H. BERNARD & SONS LIMITED

Anglia House, Harwich, Essex

Other Branches at Porgsmouth, Chatham, Devonport, Deal, Dunfermblive. Folmouwth,

Gibraltar, Helensburgh, Grirmaby, Londonderry, Malta and Pordand, also ar Losaemouth,

Arbroath, Abbotsinch, Brawdy, Culdrose, Corsham, Gospors, Lympstonic, Worthy Down,
Yeovilton and Poole.

Officers” thops af Portsmouth, Plymounth and Sonuthampton.

Size W L£5/1]6
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Naval display team at
Festivalof Remembrance

\ T this year's Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall on
November 10, the Royal Naval School of Physical Training mounted
a chair tricks display as part of the Royal Navy's contribution.

The Festival of Remembrance ‘is
always a very moving and memorable!
occasion, and it is both an honour
and a personal ambition amongst
many physical training instructors to
appear among the participants,

The performers were chosen from
the staff and ratings on course at the
School, a total of 25 ratings being
available from which to choose the
final - 15.

The display lasted eight minutes and
was very different from the usual run
of chair tricks, inasmuch that the
method used was devised to suit the
circular arena of the Albert Hall, and
anaslic movements were introduced
or the first time as part of the display.
The movements in and outwards and
around the circle produced a very
pleasing effect, somewhat similar to
the opening and closing of a flower.

THIRTY HOURS' TRAINING

The display party completed some
30 hours' training spread over a period
of six weeks. Because of the strenuous
nature and length of the display,
training sessions were confined to
half-hour periods.

Two performances were given at
the School before leaving for London
and at one the Commander-in-Chief
and a large number of senior officers

(B e R

FORCES
FLOWER
SERVICE
Do not underestimate the importance
of a gift of flowers. Direct f[rom
the actual growers, Carnations or
American Spray Chrysanthemums sent

Lxpres Post wherever and whenever
you wish,
-

T S

Just send us the address of the recipient
with any message, enclose payment,
the date that vou wish them delivered
and leave the rest to us.

If your memory is not up to par why
not let us handle your annual list @
special. discount rates,

Postal boxes at L1, £2, £3 or
equivalent in foreign currency.

PERIFLEUR LTD
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ftom the Portsmouth Command
altended. Wives, swecthearts and]
friecnds of the display team attended
the other. The Festival was televised
in its entirety and it is hoped that
many who could not attend the two
displays in Portsmouth were able to
enjoy the Albert Hall performance
which was graced by Her Majesty The
Queen and members of the Royal

|

NAVY MEN IN WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Fine pistol shooting

Shooting ' Champioaships ' ‘were held in

October 11 and 20, and included in the team of 15 which represented Great
Britain were two members of the Royal N:iaval Rifle Association, A. J, Clark,
Chief Engine Room Artificer (M./W.), and H. Cullum, Air Mechanician First

HE World

Class, both serving in H.M.S. Ariel.

Clark shot in the centre-fire pistol
and rapid-fire pistol teams of four, and
Cullum in the free pistol team, also of
four. In the rapid-fire match, which
consisted of two complete series of
30 shots in three “strings"” of cight,

Family.

six and four seconds at silhouctte tar-

‘LOST’ IN THE MOUNTAINS

THHEE apprentices from H.M.S. Caledonia, the Rosyth training establish-
ment, were “lost” in the Cairngorm mountains, Inverness-shire, for over
28 hours. The three youths failed to return to their base camp near Aviemore
on November 27 after having been out in the mountains on a training ex-

ition,

The following day the remaining
members of the expedition, under
Licut. John Bingeman, R.N., organised
a scarch party assisted by local police,
a Royal Air Force Mountain Rescue
team from Leuchars and local civilians.
A Royal Naval helicopter from
Lossiemouth also took part in the
secarch.

Some 28 hours after they had last
been seen the boys arrived at a cottage
near Tomintoul, 15 miles from where
they had entered the mountains. They
had taken a wrong turning and just

THE PLOVERS
‘POOP’ PAPER

TEAM from H.ML.S. Plover com-

pletely overwhelmed the “‘Sunday
Telegraph’s” bowlers in a match last
month in the Portsmouth Nuffield
Club bowling alley.

Despite  the support of several
Plover's TASO, playing for the jour-
nalists on a *lease-lend basis,” includ-
ing a powerful weapon in the shape of
Plover's TASO Lieut. Sismmons, only
one or two “tens” relieved the dismal
display on the *“Sunday Telegraph”
scoreboard.

But the Fleet Street team went down
liring in spite of some crafty diver-
stonary tactics by the Plovers. Headed
by their Captain, Licut-Cdr, Messervy,
they caused frequent distractions with
comments like “Can | top you up?”
and “"How about another?”

OUT OF TRAINING

Eventually, under a smokescreen of
remarks such as: “Well, of course we
were out of tramning™; “we've never
played before™ and “the fielders keep
on putting ‘em up again™ the journa-
lists conceded the game in the seventh
round and retired in grid-iron forma-
tion to a nearby Chinese restaurant.

When you're back in civvy life you will be glad you took advantage of the

“*S8ave while you Serve' plan.

Regular, sensible saving now with the Westbourne Park Building
Soclety could add up to a deposit on a home of your own and will help you to get
priority for your mortgage when the time comes.

Saving on Deposit Accounts have been especially designed for this purpose
free of Income Tax, Alternatively you can open a Share
Investment account and earn interest at 3]% (ree of Income Tax.

Ask your Paymaster now for full details of the scheme and send
now for a copy of the Westbourne Park Building Soclety brochure.

WESTBOURNE PARK

BUILDING SOCIETY

Member of the Building Societies Association

Chief Office: Westbourne Grove, London W.2.
Branch Offices: Ashford (Kent) ,Bournemouth,
Southampton, Southend, Woodford, Worthing & agencies throughout the country,

his?
L]

and at present yield 4

i

Assets exceed £38,000,000

Srehas and Deposits in this Society are Trustee Investments

Luton, Newton Abbot, Newbury, St, Albans,

Reserves exceed £2,400,000

4 ycar.

kept  walking till they reached
civilisation. As they had plenty of
warm clothing and food they were
none the worse for having spent a
night out in the open.

The boys were all 17 years of age.
They were Brian Dickson of Edin-
burgh, Michael Sturman of London,
and Gary Hale of Cardilff.
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Cairo between

gets at a range of 25 m., Clark scored
582 out of 600. This was the best
score in the British team and only
seven points less than the winner, a
Russian. It was also three points more
than his score in the 1960 Olympic
Games at Rome. In the provisional
world ranking list, Clark's position is
tenth and he easily reached the gold
medal standard.

In the free pistol event, which con-
sisted of 60 shots in three hours at a
range of 50 m., Cullum scored 534 out
of 600 compared with the winning
score of 559, which was also made by
a Russian. This was two points less
than the best British score and his
position in the world ranking list is
provisionally thirty-sccond. His score
qualified for a silver medal.

It will be seen that Clark and Cullum
put up very good performances in the
British team and fully deserved their
selection for the world championships.

NAVY HOCKEY SELECTOR
PLAYED FOR THIRTY YEARS

Y the time the December issue of “Navy News"
Command Hockey matches will have been played and from thosé matches,
closely watched by the Navy Selector, will be selected those whom the Selector
wishes to attend the coaching week-end in January. From these “possibles” the

Navy Xl will, eventually, be selected.

This scason’s Navy Selector s
Instructor Licut.-Cdr. W. L. Blamey,
B.Sc., R.N., of Drayton, whose own
playing record is one of which he can
be justifiably proud.

In 1936 “Lawry” Blamey gained
his “purple™ at London University
and played for the U.AU. the same
He played regularly - for his
university XI until he entered the
Royal Navy in 1939,

His hockey career as a left half was,
of necessity, restricted from 1939 to
1945, but in 1948 he achieved his
ambition. Not only did he gain his
first inter-Service cap, but also played
for Scotland against all three home
countries. He continued to play for
the Royal Navy when appointments
permitted between 1946 and 1957, His
playing record for Devon extends over
an even longer period—1939 to 1959,

RNBT

The Men of the Royal Navy
have supported and administered
their own fund since 1922, During !
that time £3,114,032 has been
expended it #fGnts to serving

F

and ex-servity Naval men, their
and dependants who
were in necessity or distress.
£622,874 to kindred organisations

families

and Children's Homes; and
£387,025 for training and finding
employment.

RNBT maintains its own Home ‘or
Aged ex-Naval Men in Gillingham,
Kent: and the Naval S5chool o!
Motoring, Portsmouth, where
MNaval men are taught to drive and
service motor vehicles,

THE
ROYAL NAVAL
BENEVOLENT

TRUST

HEAD OFFICE
High Street, Brompton, Gillingham
Kent

LOCAL OFFICES
Batchelor Street, Chatham
wtoplord Place, Stoke, Devonpor: .
106 Yictoria Road North, Southses
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is published, the Inter-

Because of the rule in force at the
time only an England player or a
player holding England qualifications
could be considered for the Combined
Services” X1, and therefore Licut.-Cdr,
Blamey could not be invited to play.
This was one of the two representative
honours which eluded him. For the
same reason he was never selected for
the West in any Divisional match.

Licut.-Cdr. Blamey is now servirng
in H.M.S., Veron as the Instructor
Officers Course Oflicer.

‘To Chiel Petty
IXBSbe16 J. R,

Advancements
iy

FIRMATION has been reccived -that the
nk bave been advanced 10'the Chief .

‘Petty "Officer or Chiel "Artificer rate:

4 R. Steer. JX 660414 M. 1.
Wood, JX15842T R. J; Edwards, JX S8I67E N. 1.
Poole, _”E T60173 J. W, Binks, JX 820269 B. W,
Miller, JX 156198 T, L. Reynolds, TX 760499 R,
Smalley, JX 661402 D. M. Edwards, JX 301629
A L Payne, JX 161944 A. G. Bush, JX 201297
J. M. Nyland, JX 71255 H. G. Scou, JX
SELIBS C. D, Barnes, JX 646261 D. J. Eccles,
IX 156761 R. D. Steed.

To Masier-at-Arma
MX 501697 R.
Bryant.

To Chiel Peily Officer Writer
MX B6319]1 G, H, Clark, MX 508120 G. T.
Lane, MX 770973 5. J. Davics.

To Chlel Petty (Mlicer Cook (S)
MX B51421 5. Swallow.

V. Carder. MX S885116 A.

To Acting Chiel Fagine Room Artificer

MX RI8541 ). Couch, MX 257923 K. J. Batty,
MX B87944 P, Chivers, MX 120509 L. J. Wells,
MX B8BS37 E. G. Williams.,

To Chiel Petty Officer Engineering Mechanle
KX 789967 H. Mee, KX 718291 R. W. Fox,
KX 8359542 R, Howell, KX 769597 T. Knowles,

To A_ﬂin: Chiel Electrical Artificer
Hh Q02219 L. W, Berry, MX s85080 J. C. F.
Wiseman, MX 902562 M. . Silvester,

To Acting Chielf Radio Flectrical Artificer
MX NBSEII B. 0. O. Moore.

To Acting Chief Petty Officer Radlo Flectrician
l MX 905310 A. Jordan, MX 901%9% . (.
AVMIAR,

To Chiel Shipwright Artificer

MX B42454 ). W, Coventry, MX 502700 H, W,
Gierman,

Toe Acting Chicl Ordnance Artificer
MX BE7R21 R. 8. Lowe, MX 79999 |, R. Price,
MX S55789 L. W, Powell, MX 8574258 F. Sharp.

To Acting Chiel Radio Electrical M nicia
MX 903545 R, Hudson. el =

To Chlel Communication Yeoman
JX 581161 R, A. Edge, JX 646223 A. Walker,
,:l?{ SRI438 E. A, Crouch, JX 140920 R, W,
urton.

To Acting Chiel Alrcrafll Artificer (AE)
L/FX 670226 1. L. Saxion,

To Actlnag Chiel Alrcraft Mechanician (AF)
L/FX 8317730 D). ). Dibell,

To Chiel Air Fitter (AFE)
L/FX 640832 J, A. J. Turner.

To Chiel Alrman (A.H.1.)

LIFX 646268 W E. Jones, L/FX 572912 P.
R. Basscu, L/FX 6dn0l6 R, L. Swanwick,
LI/IFX 847674 5, G. Bell.

To Chiel Airman (Phot.)
L/FX B35275 J. M. Thorme.

To Acting Chiel Radio Electrical Artificer (Alr)
LIFX 555576 1. R. Scvers,

H.M.S. Turpin sailed for service in
the Mediterrancan on November 28,
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nish Court, the Royal Swedish
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