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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. A/C from BITER which, with Escort Group c.2,
is escorting Convoy H.X.265, attacked and
possibly damaged a U-Boat ahead of the Convoy
about 800 miles West of Ushant this monring;

and at 0915Z S.0. of C.2 reported that the 5th
and 7th Escort Groups were hunting this U-Boat
and another. BITER has been ordered to remain
with the Convoy.

2. Plymouth, which has been closed to traffic
since’ yesterdy on account of mines, was raided
by A/C early this morning. No naval casualties
are reported and the damage caused was slight.

3. L.C.T.418 is still unaccounted for, and
TANATSIDE sailed from Falmouth at 1940a to assist
TALYBONT and A/C in searching for her. (it was
later reported that TALYBONT depth charged L.C.T.
418 in approx. 48.39 n. 06.30 W.; the landing
craft was seen afterwards to be settling).

4, The blockade-breaker TANNENFELS which was
found on the 10th November to have left the
Gironde, was photographed yesterday at Brest.

Mediterranean.

5. U.S. Army Hospital ship SHAMROCK reported at
0300 G.M.T. that she was being attacked by enemy
aircraft in 39.26 N. 12.32 E. (in the Tyrrhenian
Sea.)

6. A message from C. in C. Mediterranean today
gives the movements and plans for the immediate
future for the major French units in the
Mediterranean - Africa area.

7. Sibenik was bombed today and the docks and
harbour were hit.

/Fall _.
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Mediterranean - Contd.

8(a) The enemy appears to have got some rein-
forcements into Leros last night. The situation
deteriorated during the night, but was partly
restored by counter attack this morning. Two
more companies of the King®"s Royal Rifles arrived
last night in small naval craft, one being ex -
BELVOIR (see 15th November).

(b) PENN and ALDENHAM operated off Leros last
night, but made no contacts. They carried out
a dawn sweep close east of Leros where PENN was
shelled and holed above the waterline without
suffering casualties or serious damage. PENN
and ALDENHAM withdrew south with 80 wounded
transferred by small craft from Leros today;
they are to overtake and provide escort for
BLENCATHRA and ROCKWQOD after daylight tomorrow.
(c) At 1126B C. in C. Levant reported that
communication with the island had ceased except
by portable W/T in plain language.

(d) An evacuation scheme by caiques is ready,
and C. in C. Levant hopes that naval craft will
be able to get away some personnel. Orders were
given this evening for the emergency evacuation
scheme to begin tomorrow night.

(e) C. 1iIn C. Levant 1is using Turkish waters as
a base for offensive operations to the full.
Three M.T.Bs. and two M.G.Bs. are to act as

a striking force tonight.

() ECHO and BELVOIR left the Aegean north of
Rhodes last night after detaching BLENCATHRA with
repair materials to join ROCKWOOD and tow her
out of Losta Bay.

(@) FURY, EXMOOR and KRAKOWIAK arrived at
Mandelyah Gulf from Limasol today.

(h) organised resistance on Leros ceased this
evening. It was subsequently reported that the
island officially capitulated at 2000B today.
(i) Beaufighters attacked a Siebel ferry off
Levitha today with cannon; it blew up.

() Since 11th November one B.Y.M.S, one M.F.V.
and one L.C.M. are unaccounted for and their
present whereabouts are unknown.

9. A small but most successful raid was made on
Symi last night. H.Q. in Symi town was partly
destroyed; the 0.C. troops was killed, the

power station partially destroyed and the main
ammunition dump was destroyed. Four caiques were
destroyed and 3 damaged. Our casualties were nil.
The 22 Fascist casualties included 3 Germans.
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SITUATION REPURT.

East indies.

10(a) Admiral Mountbatten today resumed command
as Supreme Allied Commander S.E. Asia and set

up his headquarters in New Delhi.

(b) Concurrently with this appointment, the
Alr Forces 1In the area are being reorganised.
(See A_M. 151717Z.)

China.

11. U.S. Liberators and 2 U.S. Mitchells with
fighter escort attacked Kowloon Docks today and
sank a 250 ft. (or 520 ft.) ship. 15 U.S.
Liberators bombed the docks as a diversion for 6
U.S. Liberators laying mines: the mission 1is
reported to have been very successful.

12. 4 U.S. Mitchells sank two 200 ft. freighters
near St. Johns Island (South China) and made a
direct hit on a 500 ft. vessel.

Australia and New Zealand.

13. A force including 2 destroyers, 2 cargo
vessels and two other escorts was attached north
of Rabaul last night by 3 different Catalinas
over a period of 6 hours, une Catalina made
direct hits with 1000 Ib. and 250 Ib. bombs on a
large cargo vessel, half an hour later, another
Catalina reported that there were only 5 vessels
in the convoy.

14. Two Beaufighters made a barge sweep off the
south coast of New Britain this forenoon, and
destroyed several small craft near Cape Dampier.

15. A Liberator made two direct hits on a small
coaster 40 miles north-east of Hansa Bay (nhorth
side of New Guinea) this forenoon. The vessel
was probably destroyed.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
German, After many months of complete indifference there
Japanese has been very recently a sudden revival of in-
Naval terest by Japanese Legation in German Naval Affair
Enthusiasm. It would appear that Japanese have reported

German intention of paying off heavy warships in
North Norway as a result of which Tokyo Government
has urged their representatives in Berlin and
Stockholm to encourage German Navy to maintain these vessels in
commission. These instructions have resulted in visits compli-
mentary letters and even presents from Japanese to their German
Naval contemporaries.
2* 0On November 13th Admiral Abe passed Stockholm from Berlin
by special aircraft accompanied by two staff officers en route
Oslo where Admiral Schrader is to conduct him round Norwegian
Bases.

3. Meanwhile Japanese military attache who 1is usual spokesman on
current opinions within their Legation has expressed official
view that it is of vital importance to Japan that Germany should
maintain her heavy ships in commission in order to "contain"

British Battleships in U.K. and thus preventing them from
sailing to Eastern waters.

With this theme in mind he is at present entertaining German
Legation Officials 1n Stockholm prior to visiting Berlin on

November 17th where Admiral Abe should (?meet) him November 20th
on return from Norway.

(N_.A_Stockholm 161124 to D.-N.1.)

Comment.

3CHARNHORST, TIRPITZ and the necessary destroyer force are at
present in N.Norway - although TIRPITZ will probably not be fit
for operations for a considerable period there iIs at present

no indication that either TIRPITZ or 3GHARNHOR3T is to be paid of

It is possible that the threat to do so has been made iIn order to
obtain some reciprocal benefit from Japan. -~

The Japanese point of view is sufficiently obvious. Rear

Admiral Abe is now head of the Naval Mission in Europe (having-
relieved Nomura).

Russian Anticipate mail for Russia will arrive Inlet 24/
procedure. 25 November and as yet no alteration of procedure
Mails.) re ships has been promulgated. I am unaware of

the present position and request early information.
2* All mail for onward transmission in Russia will
have to go by courier and 1 will not (corrupt
group) H.M_Ships in Kola Inlet to collect.or sort the mail on
arrivale
3. If mail is to be handed over to Murmansk post office as before,
consider endless delay and difficulties will occur in view of
quantity of mail; moreover loss of mail has already been ex-
perienced locally.
4. Your 061652 para. 5 and Admiralty®s 071400 para* 2 (c) refer. =
(S*B.H.O.North Russia 161212A to 30 Mission.)

Movements.

FORMIDABLE. Your 151632 para. 6» Proceed as requisite to
pass Clyde Boom at 0800A/19 so as to arrive
Banger Bay at 1300A/19th.
(N.O.1.C. Greenock 161104A to FORMIDABLE.)

/RICHELIEU..
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RICH-MEU* F.O0.C.Gib. 131514A. Onward route from J. to M.

000° Butt of Lewis 10 miles.
(C. in C.W_A. 161633A to RICHELIEU.)

3, d Move- Positions of submarines at 0300/17 and movements
ments. for following 24 hours.
(F.0.S. 161656, 161748A, 170827A.)

North Disposition of operational units in North Atlantic

Atlantic Area Scapa DUKE OP YORK, HOWE, KING GEORGE V,

<Dispositions. AUGUSTA, RANGER, 9 destroyers, 1 U.3.destroyer.
Area Iceland (C) TUSCALOOSA, BELFAST, ANSON, KENT,
BERMUDA, JAMAICA, 8 destroyers, 4 U«3._.destroyers.
Area Plymouth PRINCE ROBERT, 1 destroyer.

Ocean Escort BIRMINGHAM. Patrol Bay of Biscay GLASGO7/.

2* Disposition of Escort Carriers: Clyde FENCER. Operating in

Atlantic BITER. Argentia TRACKER.

(D.0.D.H. 161900A to C. in C-U.S.Fleet.)

Operations

Bay Patrol. Unidentified craft position 44° 51~ N. 05° 58~ Y.
course (?probably) 020° 10 Knots 1200 tons.
(A/C Duty N 160145 to 19 Group.)
Am over enemy submarine in 48° 06~ N. 08° 45* W.
Enemy was on surface on course 090*
@/C Duty D 160206 to 19 Group. )
P.C. and 3. of enemy (one merchant vessel) 43° 50* N. 07°
557 W. 265° 8 Knots.
(A/C Duty T 160300A to 19 Group-.)
Disposition at 162000.
2. ORIBI 046° 27" N. 017° 17" W. to 044° 08" N. 018° 00~ W. 12 KtS
3. GLASGOW patrolling vicinity 038° 40" N« 013° 44" W. and 041°
06" N. 015° 57" W.
(C. in C.Plymouth 161550A and 161708A to Adraty.)
Have A.3.V. contact, probably U-Boat*
(A/C Duty G 161735A to 19 Group.)

Operation My 152326* All patrols cancelled owing to weather.
S.F. (C. in C.Rosyth 160829A to H.F.)
Position at 162000.
HYDRA, HOUND, READY, RATTLESNAKE searching the
vicinity 062° 24" N* 013° 50" W.
(A.C.0.S. 161131A to Ships.)
My 141955. Port bilge Keel now entirely missing. Starboard bilg
Keel partially detached, possibly entire missing. 2 attacKs made
on possible U-Boat in 62° 04 14° 02° at 0230Z/16 with no results.
(M/S 18 161334 to C. in C.Rosyth.)
Your 161334. IT A/3 efficiency 1is materially affected by

damage READY 13 to proceed Hvalfjord.
(C. in C.Rosyth 161806A to m/3 18.)

Your 161806A. In present favourable weather A/3 efficiency
in no way affected. Intend to remain on patrol. Weather 9090 2961
(M/S 18 161935N to C. in C.Rosyth.)
"Moorings" area is being moved 120 miles 225 from normal
tomorrow and is being flown by 6 Sunderlands, 2 Liberators, and

12 Hudsons or P.V.Ones™*
(C. in C.Rosyth 162308A to ri.F-) /Operation
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Operation Intend proceed KANT with BERMUDA and JAMAICA
F.T. passing Hoxa Gate at 0630A tomorrow, thence by

route "Brown".
2. E.T.A. SeidisfJord 1400A/18.
(C.3.1 161142 to A.C.0.S.)
Your 151510. Confirmed. (LORD AUSTIN.)
(3.B_N_O_North Russia 161236A to Admty.)
Your 131741. IT practicable request HUSSAR may refuel at
sea iIn order to reinforce local escort for R.A.54B.
(3.B.N.O.N.Russia 161515A to C. in C.H.P.)

Operation Present approval for transfer of British craft for

"Overlord". manning by U.3.N. for "Overlord"” is for 5 L.C.G.
(L, 12L.C.T.(R), 11 L.C.F. and 48 L.C.P.(L).
Your 111852 indicates it is now desired 6 L.C.G.
(L and 6 L.C.G.(M) be manned by U.3.N.

2. Request you will confirm that no other changes are desired

before above are put to U.3.Naval Authorities for formal

agreement.

3. Subject to above request also that you will state whether

you wish the 48 L.C.T.(A) to be organised into four flotillas

of twelve as at present intended or into three Flotillas of 16*

(D.R.0.C.0. 161203A to A.N.C.X.F.)

A_M. 061838 October and N.S.H.Q. 082128 and 231643 Oct.
and A_M. 262115 Oct. Admiralty attach particular importance to
complying with A_M. 061838 para. 1. Have received further
assurance that any outstanding items will be completed in U.K.
on arrival.

(S.C.N.O. London 161444A to N.S.H.Q.)

Coastal Patrols 16th November weather permitting P*C* _O.

Force 120. 1. A. Force 113, M.T.Bs. 673, (3*0.), 664,

Patrols. 676. B. 2000A/16. C. 100 Start 22. D. Vicinity
of C. F. 0645A/17. 2. A. Force 114, M.G.Bs. 329

(3.0.), 322. B. 2000A/16. C. 160 Start 15.

D. Vicinity of C. F- 0645A/17.

(. 1n C.Plymouth 161314A.)
Force 115. M.T.Bs. 94 (3.0.), 91, 92, 90, 227. B. 1800A/16.
C. XX. 048 Sept Isles 8 25 knots. D. Reduced speed through 000
Triag<x35, thence on course 252 continuing to westward to 320
lie de Bas 8. YY. E. Interception of enemy shipping. F. From
Western end in time to be within 30 miles of own coast at first
light. G* Direct.

(C. in C.Plymouth 161741A. )

S/M Patrols. Positions of submarines at 0800/17th and movements
for following 24 hours.
A. VENTURER and SATYR as in my 151752. VENTURER
leaves patrol at 2000/17 through 71° N. 17° E.
probably on the surface at 8 knots towards 69° N. 11° E.
B. STORM 69° 55* N. 12° 15" E. through 71° 16* N- 16 20" E. to
patrol off HJelmsoy, probably on the surface at 10 knots.
C. 3EANYMPH 67° 05" N. 06° 58~ E. through 69° 01" N. 09° 56 E.
towards 71° 10" N. 16° 10 E. probably on the surface at 10 knot3.
D. SCEPTRE 66° 22" N. 05° 56" E. following 3EANYMPH.

(F.0.S. 161656 to Admty.)

/0peration
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TANNENFELS. A_M. 110838A. P.R.U. of Brest a.in. 16th sho>.\s

TANNENFELS present.
(D.D.1.G. 161650A to G. in C.Plymouth.)

Navigational.

Plymouth. Port of Plymouth will be opened from 1000A/L7.
(C« 1In G*Plymouth 162214A to Admty.)

Casualties & defects.

MARKAY . Your 152224A. Sailed tugs SAUCY and EMPIRE PIXIE.
(N.O.1.C. Aultbea 160009A to F.O.1.C. Greenock.)
Position Eugenie Rock MARKAY 1is holed in fore of
well-deck and putting salvage air in fore peak.

Reauy for towing in 3 to 4 hours. Gaining on the water.

SAJGY connected and commenced towing at 0400* MARKAY states no

further assistance will be required.

(SAUCY 1604002 to C. in C.W.A.)

MARKaY requests assistance further tug and alr-compressor.
Still aground augenie Rock.

(SAUCY 160944A to C. i1n C.W.A.)

Sail BUSTLER with all despatch to assist MARKAY aground on

Eugenie Rock, Skye. SAUCY and two harbour tugs are standing by.
BUSTLER"s air compressor will be required.

(F.0.1.C. Greenock 161157A to N.O.1.C. Campbeltown.)

Proceed with all despatch to assist MAEKAY aground on
Eugenie Rock Isle of Skye 57° 47 N. 6° 28" W. Vessel is holed
forward and compressed air is required. "Tugs SAUCY, EMPIRE PIXIE

eand EMPIRE SPIKE standing by.

(N.O.IC.Campbeltown 161201 to BUSTLER.)

Sailed tug EMPIRE SPRITE to assist SAUCY.

(N.O.1.C. Aultbea 161235A to F.O.1.C. Greenock.)

Sailed POLKA. Capt. V._.R.Radcliffe R_N.R. on board to
investigate MARKAY.

(N.O.1.C. Aultbea 161245A.)

Sailed BUSTLER, E<T .A. Eugenie Rock 0230A/17th.

(N.O.1.C. Campbeltown 161245A.)

Tugs BUSTLER and EMPIRE SPRITE proceeding with all despatch-

(N.O-1.C.Aultbea 151432A to SAUCY.)

Sailed tug EMPIRE PIXIE to assist.

(N.O.1.C. Aultbea 161557A to SAUCY.)

Sailed tug HECTOR for Eugenie Rock. E.T.A. 2200. Has
derrick to lift air-compressor.

(N.O.1.C. Lochalsh 161712A to N.O.1.C. Aultbea.)

EMPIRE PIXIE towing with SAUCY and EMPIRE SPRITE. MARKAY
not yet fTloating.

(SAUCY 161820A to N.O.I1.C. Aultbea.)

JANUS. Proceed.passing Switha 170CA/16th to Plymouth
routed through Minche3 North Channel Q.Z.L. 15
and searched channels in force* Admiralty s 10220

refers. ,
(R.A.D. 161212A to JANUS.)

SUNFLOWER.. SUNFLOWER requires docking urgently for A/3
repairs. It 13 understood that ship can be

/accepted* =*
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SUNFLOWER. accepted Belfast p.m. 17th. Estimated time 1In
(Oontd.) dock 24 hours. Ship 1is being sailed iIn antici-

pation of approval.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 161300A to Admty.)

SUTTON. Arrival SUTTON for refit at Grimsby.
(F.O.Humber 161315a to F-O.Harwich.)

READY . Bilge-keels defective.
See Operation 3.F.

UMBRA. 1. 1t is understood that UMBRA will be towed
from Fishguard to Milford Haven weather permitting
on 17th Nov. After about 4 days at Milford Haven
it 13 hoped to make one engine available at re-
duced power. This will enable her to charge batteries but not
to steam an,/ distance. Admiralty is therefore requested to detail
a tug to tow UMBRA from Milford Haven to Portsmouth a3 soon as
she has one engine available. Further repairs will then be
carried out by 5th S»F. resources. My 141956 refers.
(F.0.S. 161601A to Admty.)

VIMY. VIMY delayed by flooding bomb-room with fuel when
oiling. Estimated date of departure on completion
of repairs 25th November.

(F.O.1.C.N.l1. 161758A to C. in G.W-A.)

3KOMA. My 161704A. Returned with engine defect.
(F.0.1.C. Aberdeen 161848A to WESTERN ISLES.)

Shipping & Convoys.

Flight P. BLUEBELL and party at D*3 at 2351 proceeding
Falmouth.
(N.O.1.C* Falmouth 160012A to Escorts P.W.431.)
Arrived BLUEBELL and DEETEROUS towing L.C.T. 345.
(F.0.1.C. Falmouth 160442A to C. in C-Plymouth.)
Your 151038 and aircraft 0603. Signal thought to have been made
by L.C.T. reported by aircraft near this position on course 070°.
2* Hudson aircraft has been despatched to search.
3. My 160613. L.C.T.418 not in Falmouth* 3till unaccounted for.

(C» in C.Plymouth 151130A to M/S 16.)

My P.C. and 3. 230° ?Wolf Rock 10 miles* 055° 10 knots.
Intend anchoring Mounts Bay to investigate heavy vibration port
main engine gearing.

(ILFRACOMBE 161131 to C« in C.Plymouth.)

IT fuel permits proceed to search for L.C.T. reported by o]
aircraft at 1300A drifting with crew on board iIn 048 42 N. 006
40" YA Section of Beaufighters will cover until 1700A.

(C» 1n C.Plymouth 161500A to TALYBONT.)

Landing barge 48° 27® N* 08° W.

(A/C Duty E. 161730A to 19 Group. )

Over L.C.T. drifting, position 48° 06 N. 008° 10° Ww*
Circling.- . . X

(A/C Duty C 161817A to Fort Southwick.)

/Request. ==
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Flight p. Request you will sail TANATSIDE as soon a3 ready
(Conta.) to patrol in the vicinity of position X* 049° 20¢

N. 006° 30" W. to support TALYBONT search for
L.C.T. 1n approx, position Y. 048° 42 N. 006° 40*
W«  If nothing found TALYBONT retires to northward
at 0530/17th.

2. Bombing restrictions arranged 40 miles either aide of line

joining Bishop Rock and position Y. and 40 miles radius from

position Y.

3. Leigh Light Wellington will co-operate with TALYBONT from

1920/16th.

4. Estimate up to 4 ELBING Class destroyers 1in Brest.

5. Cancel reference to TANATSIDE in my 161545.

(C« in C.Plymouth 161834A to N.O.1.C. Falmouth.)

Departure TANATSIDE.

(F.O.1.C. Falmouth 161940A to C. in C.Plymouth.)

Sail DEXTEROUS to 135° Bishop Rock 15 miles to await further
orders.

(C* 1In C.Plymouth 162237A to N.O.I1.C. Falmouth.)

IT nothing sighted at first light return to Plymouth. Detac
3TORMKING south of Bishop Rock to proceed by standard route to
Campbeltown™*

(C. in C.Plymouth 162314A to M/S 16.)

H.X.265. H_X.265 possibly reported at 2206/15th but no
U-Boat further close activity until A/C from BITER attac-
attacked ked and possibly damaged U-Boat ahead of convoy.
by A/C 5th and 7th Escort Groups hunting_this U-Boat and
from BITER. another. They transmitted on series 8 about 5B

barred signals close to convoy between 0719Z and
0744zZ. No attack on convoy. No stragglers.
P.C. and 3. 043° 47> N. 025° 41 W. 047° 9.4 kts.
at 0900z.
(C.2 160915Z to C. in C.W.A.)
D/F of transmissions at 07197, 0732Z, and 0734Z indicates that
H_X.265 has been reported.

(D.D.1.C. 160928A to Escorts H.X.265, E.G.7.)

Your 160945. H.X. 265. 5th Escort Group has not parted
company. Search 1is being carried out for U-Boat sighted by air-
craft and detected by Escort.

One torpedo exploded 2000 yards ahead of NENE at 1000Z in 265 ZZ
24. Weather 3572 3225.

(E.G. 5 161155 to C- in C.W.A.)

It is highly important that you complete with fuel as quickl
as possible. IT still with H.X.265 cormence fuelling forthwith.
IT now proceeding to S.C.146, Tfuel i1Immediately on arrival.

2. Report anticipated time of completing fuel as soon as this
can be reasonably forecast.

(C in C.W.A. 161313A to E.G.5.)

Your 161313A. 5th Escort Group parted company 1415 in 254°
ZZ 58 and has not fuelled. Proceeding to join 3.C.146, E.T.A.
0300/17th.

(E.G.5 1615217 to C. in C.W.A.)

BITER remain with H.X.265 and detach forthwith FOLEY,
GARLIE3, E3SINGTON to overtake remainder of 7th Escort Group.

2. My 161324* PHEASANT to assume 3.0. of 7th Escort Group.

(C. in C.W.A. 162045A to BITER, PHEASANT.

/Your. =*
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O.N.211 A. 1100z/14. B. C.5 OTTAWA H/F D/F, WA3KE3IU H/F

D/F, RO3THERN, DAUPHIN, WETA3XIWIN, ARVIDA, DIAN-
THUS. Rescue ship ABOYNE H/F D/F to.A.C«Ship EMP
MACANDREW fitted Radar. C. Fifty.
(C. in Ce$.A. 161040Z to C« in C.C.N.A))
GOLDEN EAGLE has been given position as in your 1609437 and
ordered to join.
(C. in C.W.A. 161535A to Escorts O.N.211%)

M.K.3.29 Ships are to proceed unescorted from daylight
17th. Your 161005Z refers.
(C. in C.V/.A. 161524A to HIGHLANDER.)

0*3.59/ 4 ships. Names and destinations.
K.M.3.U.33. (N.C.3.0.Loch Ewe 161604A to Admty.)

Sailed BETONY and ROSEBAY a3 additional escorts
to K.M.S. 33 to comply with C. in C.W.A. 081929.

(N.O.1.C. Greenock 162216A.)
14 ships. Names and destinations
(N.C.3.0.Clyde 162347.)

PRAGUE, My 131200A. Sailed escorted by CHARLESTOWN
AMSTERDAM (F.O.1.C. Aberdeen 161731A to A.C.0.3.)
Intend sailing transport AMSTERDAM at 2215/17th,
speed 16 knots, to R/v at time and position given
in N.O.1.C. Lerwick’s 151655.
(N.C.S.O.Kirkwall 161825 to A.C.0.3.)

Clyde portion arrived™
(F.O.1.C. Greenock 161738A to Admty.)

F.D.16, N.O.lI.C. Faroes 151634.
D.F.16A 1. Concur that TORDENSJOLD proceed to Clyde.
F. D. 16A 2* It i3 proposed to embark 76 passengers ex SS

GALTE3UND at Thurso on 23rd November, is 33.
MORIALTA for passage to Faroes as convoy D.F.16A.
3. She would return to Thurso with passengers as

F.D.16A.
4. If escort can be provided request you will confirm that these
arrangements are suitable and that you will divert MORIALTA to

Thurso to conform.
(D.O.D.H. 161745A and 171921A to A.C.0.3.)

K.X. 12 Steam drifters OCEAN BREEZE, XMAS EVE, BOY PHILIP
and LUCIBN GOUGY are to be sailed on 4th December
from Mill ora Haven in convoy K.X.12 to Gibraltar
for onward routeing to Algiers.

(D.O.D.H. 161850A to F.O.l.C. Milford Haven.)

Following will form 23rd Group based at Greenock
RHODODENDRON, OXLIP, HONEYSUCKLE, BLUEBELL,
CANMELLIa *

(c. in C.W.A. 162218A.)

/M eX «2*25A. ..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

General.

Routeing and diverting authorities are to control
the use of anti-torpedo gear iIn Independent
merchant ships from 1st Dec.1943 when a.m.

121905 Oct. 194-2 and subsequent amendments are to
he regarded as cancelled. A_M.121606 refers.
(D.T.D.161355A to C. in C. Med., C. in C. E.F.,
C. iIn C. S_.At., C. In C. Levant, C. in C. C.N.A.,
F.O.C.Gib. and West Africa., N.S.H.Q.Ottawa.

(R) B.A.D., Com. 10th Fleet, C.& R., C. in C. W.A.
Comnaveu.)

North Atlantic.

E.T.A.Horta, 161930zZ.
(WALLFLOWER, 160320Z to S.B.N.O. Azores)

Intend sailing: 12 ships, Names and destinations.
Agreed S.T.0. and M.W.T.R.
(F.0.C.Gib. 161027A)

Portuguese merchant vessel SETE CIDADES ex German
LUIS BORTHOFEN leaves Eorta for Lisbon via Ponta
Delgada on 18th bringing war material from
Azores.

(N.A.Lisbon, 161052 to Admty. for D.N.I. (R)
S.0.(1) Gib.)

blien ORIBI has joined part company and proceed Gib
through (L) 037 degs. N. Oil degs. W. and"Q.B.A.
87, S. of A. 17 knots.

(2 When 3 miles clear report (A) P.C. & S.
RICHELIEU (B) P.C. and S. TUMULT.

(F.0.C.Gib. 161159A to TUMULT, S.B.N.O. Azores.

(R) RICHELIEU, Admty. H.Q.C.C., C. in C. Plymouth,
GLASGOW, C. in C. W.A.(U.S.) Cdr. Mor.S.F.)

Cable Ship IRIS returned to Funchal unable to
work on account of weather. Will proceed to
cable ground when weather moderates.

(N.C.S.0. Funchal, 161221 to F.0.C."Gib.(R) Admty.)

H.K.Trawler /
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IRIS, H.M.Trawler LADY HOGARTH arrived Funchal with
LADY engine defects.
HOGARTH. Has been granted until 1500 G.H.T. 1l7th to make
(Contd.) repairs which is sufficient time. Will then
proceed to sea and await R/V with cable ship
IRIS.

My 161221 16th refers.
(N.C.S.O.Funchal, 161640 to F.0.Gib. (R) Admty.)

German My 231230 Jan. 1 9 4 3 Lighter with some 200
CORRIENTES. tons of gas oil was taken (to) Spanish Naval Base
on Nov.12th. It 1s understood gas oil has been

requisitioned by Naval Authorities.
(R.0O.Las Palmas, 161245 to Admty. S.O.(l) Gib.
B_.N_A. Madrid)

Dutch Arrival.

SALK. 15. (F.0.C.Gib. 161423A)

Shipping Existing method of passing information to S.B.N.C .
Information Azores regarding shipping has revealed communica-
for tions over-loaded.

S.B.N.O. (2) From 17th Admty. will originate each afternoon
Azores. a situation report for O0o0OOA the following day.

This will include all ships whether British or
American controlled or neutral.
(3) Items vail be name, position, speed and next
point or points on route.
(4) Shipping will be classified under four heads:
A_. Operational convoys. On the first occasion of a convoy”
appearing in the signal the number of ships, S.0. Escort and
total number of Escorts and codeword will be given.
B. Trade Convoys. Similarly to A. C. Med of War.
D. Independent Ships including neutrals.
(5) Admiralty vail pass diversions by separate signal v/hen
considered necessary.
(6) No information of this nature need by addressed to S.B.N.O.
Azores by any Authority other than Admiralty.
(7) The following Admiralty messages not to all addresses are
cancelled 251910, 261550, 262043, 291745 Oct. 031730, 112011
Nov. and 111959 to Connav only.
(D.T.D. 161520A to S.B.N.O. Azores, C. in C. W.A_, C. in C. C.N.
N.S.H.Q., Cominch, Com.10th Fleet C. & R. F.O.1.C.Gib. C. in C.
Med. Commorseafron, Air Min. H.Q.C.C., F.O.C.West Africa,
B.A.D. , C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. Home Fleet, S.B_.N.O. W_At.)

Crashed /...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Crashed Ref. German aircraft which crashed on Nov. 11th
German one at Alicante and 2 at Cartagena. It is
A/Cs. possible one or more of these may have been Do0.217s

IT so glider bomb control unit would be of utmost
value if it can be obtained.

(2) One of the Cartagena ones appears to have
crashed on land.

(F.O0.C.Gib. 16153SA to B.N.A. Madrid (R) Adraty.
for (D.N.1))

SPERBER - 65 sailed 0015/16th.
(H.M.C. Bilbao, 161700 to M_E.W.Telegram 186
Nov. (R) Admty. (D.N.1.) B.N.A. Madrid, S.0.(1).

Gib.)
LOURENCO Portuguese merchant ship leaves Leixoes 20th
HARQUES . with contingent of troops for Ponta Delgada.

Thence proceeding to Philadelphia.
(N.A. Lisbon, 161702 to Admty. ((R) S.0.(l1) Gib.)

B.Y.-M_S.58. Arrival 16th Nov. B.Y_Minesweeper 40.
B.Y.M.S. 58 sailed in company but delayed by fog
and not yet arrived. Request route and
destination to U.K.
(S.B.N.O. Horta, 161759 '"to S.B.N.O. Azores (R)
Admty. N.O.1.C., St. Johns, N.F.)

South Atlantic.

Italian Italian cruisers - Subject to our.local conditions
Cruisers I should like to keep in line with your treatment
Treatment. of these. Do you permit (A) exchange of visits

etc. between British C.0. and ltalian C.N.S.
(B) Ditto between Wardrooms.

2 I propose forwarding all their mail:

Service or private to you via Gibraltar. Is that convenient?
(3 Admiral has asked me whether you will be able to forward
mails from Mediterranean for them.

(4) What was done about N.A_A_F_l. supplies such as cigarettes?
(B) uUntil re-actions of natives are gauged | am keeping them
incommunicado as certain Africans particularly those with past
service in Abyssinia have views of their late enemies. They
can understand our making prisoners of war work for us but it is

difficult to translate co-belligerency into native dialects.
(F.O.C.W_Af. 1612312 to C. in C. Med. (R) C. in C. Levant, Admty.)

INKPEN /...



War Diary.

INKPEN.

Coloured
route
Signals.

Operation

"Tabarin'.

MOST SECRET.

a5/

l6 . 101.1943.
Tuesday .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.

At Tabu with VENDOME.
(INKPEN, 1617152 to F.O.C.W.AFf. (R) N.O.1.C.
Takoradi.)

Coloured route schedules held by S.0.(1) Recife
are to be handed to Com. 4th Fleet.

(@ Com. 4th Fleet iIs to be substituted for S.O.(l
Recife iIn the address of all coloured route
signals.

(D.T.D.161757A to-F.O.C.W._AFf., F.O0.Gib. C. in C.
S.A_, B.N.S.6. Rio, Connav, Asst. S.O(l) Recife,
Com. 4th Fleet. Info. C. In C. W.A.)

Your 151443C November. Object of operation 1is
to establish wintering parties on South Shetlands
and Grahamland.

(@ Copy of revised regulations was forwarded to
you by A.L. M.0.54689/43 on 14th.

(Hd. of M.1, 162210A to C. in C. S.At., (R) F.O.C.
W_.Af., N.O.I.C.Falklands.)
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Mediterranean.

Arrived 15th.
(N.O.1.0. Taranto, 160002.)

Anticipate repairs will be complete by 1600.
Intend to**take her in tow at 1800 proceeding to
Limasol via Gape Khelidonia. Weather permitting
hope to make good 15 knots.

(BLENCATHRA, 160052B to C. 1in C. Levant, (R)
ROCKWOOD, Gapt. F., R.A.L., S. & A. Aegean.)

At 0130/16 sighted U-Boat in 042° 20~ N. 006°
35”7 E. U-Boat dived.

(P.57 (UNIVERSAL), 160131A to Capt. (s) 10, (R
C. in C. Med., (5 10.)

Intercept 0305 G.M.T. 500 k/cs 125° Gonio A first
class. All ships from W<iBI*. Enemy A/C
attacking U.S. Army H.S. SHAMROCK at 0300 G.M.T.
lat. 39.26 N. long. 12.32 E. course 234, speed
8.5 knots. Master.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 160406A to Admty.)

* SHAMROCK.

15th arrivals FAULKNOR, BEAUFORT, PINDOS, BURRA,
Departures PENELOPE, PATHFINDER, TETCOTT, HAYDON.
(R.A.L., 160725.)

Nr.4. Target now Siebel ferry 36.58 N. 26.20 E.
course 090", speed 8 knots must destroy.
(JC7, 1609052 to A/C VKOC, A/C ONPC.)

Exercise area *for It. S/Ms and surface craft 1is
established in Gulf of Taranto North of 040" 26°
N. Surface craft operating in company with
submerged subs, will fly a large red flag to warn
approaching vessels of submerged subs, in the
vicinity. N.C.S.Os. are to warn merchant ships
bound for Taranto accordingly.

(C. in C. Med. Fleet, 160907A to Med. Stn.,
Levant Stn. 309B, (R) M_A_C.)

Nr.3. Position of one small merchant vessel

200 tons 1is TQY™J 30 55 (position indecypherable),
course 080, speed 10, position based on Fix
obtained within half hour of 1000.

(A/C XAJY, 161021A to Air H.C-. Malta.)

Position of one medium vessel of 3000 tons 1is TCIET 24 28
(position indecypherable), course 095, speed 8, position based
on a fix obtained within half hour of 1000.

(A/C XAJY,

No T.0.0. to Air H<<M Malta.)



MOST SECRET.

459

16.11.1943.
War Diary. Tuesday .-
FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean - Contd.
Alr M.S.22172. A.332, 16th. Dsily upsura 202. 15th.
Reports. 15 Beaufighters, 3 U.S. Mitchells (B-25) made

sweeps round Leros. Second sweep sighted 2
destroyers west of Capines escorted by 4 Ju.88
and 4 Arado 196. Direct hit with 75 mm. shell
scored on 1 destroyer by U.S. Mitchell (B.25) causing large
cloud of black smoke. Ceaseless enemy air activity over
Leros during the day total 280 bombing sorties. Bombing and
straffing by Ju.88s 8nd Ju.87s. Supplies by seaplanes to north-
east Leros.

H-tJ. R.ALF. M.S. , 161041Z7.)

M.S.22202. A.V.016 E. 16th. N.W.A.A_F. Opsum 268.
N.W.A.T.A.F. 13tt/14th. 8 Bostons (A.20) bombed Civitavecchia
Harbour. Hits on outer Jetty south-east causing large explosion
visible 40 miles. Hits or near misses on north-east Jetty and
small craft adjacent. Near miss on 5,000 ton vessel at entrance
to harbour. 14th (add.) Siebel ferry with deck cargo at
Marigidw west of Split bombed and straffed.

(H.Q. N.A.A_F. , 161514A.)

Condition of  Following available for Aegean operations at

warships 1800/15th. A. At sea PHOEBE, PENELOPE, 4 ""Flects™,
under Levant 7 "Hunts". B. In harbour less than 48 hours 2
Command. "Hunts', two French destroyers. C. In harbour

more than 48 hours 1 "Fleet".

2. PENELOPE®"S tail shaft ready 17th for shipment

from Taranto. DIDO completes 27th or earlier.
3. PALADIN ready 16th. JERVIS completes refit and practices
22nd. FAULKNOR taken in hand for short refit today expected
date of completion 24th. THEMISTOCLES and KANARIS boiler
cleaning and ready 17th. ROCKWOOD damaged in Turkish waters.
(. 1n C. Levant, 161050B to Admty., (r) C. in C. Med.)

Situation Deteriorated during the night.

at Leros. (3) Hopeful that naval craft will be able to get
away some personnel i1f evacuation iIs required, but
communication with island has now ceased except
by portable W/T i1n P/L.

(4) An evacuation scheme by caique 1is ready and will be put

into operation by? the Attaches®™ Local Organisation.

(C. in C. Levant, 161126B.)
070289, 16th Nov. As at 1100 hours.

1. Our attack* to eliminate enemy positions Gachi area 15th

failed owing continuous enemy bombing totalling 440 sorties. By

2359Bhours situation generally unchanged although somewhat

obscure In North.\ Enemy still held Appetici which fortress guns

had bombarded intermittently throughout day. Only two 25

pounders still iIn action and communication difficulties reported

as acute. Situation further aggravated by exhaustion of troops.

2. Enemy reinforced Leros Peninsula during night and neutralised

our positions Meraviglia by Stukas and M.G. fire. Situation

reported very critical at 0815B hours. Troops very tired and

suffering severely from fatigue and continuous bombing. Most

ciphers destroyed but communications eventually partially

restored by 1100B hours. Situation regarding wounded very

difficult.

/3.
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Situation 3. At 1130B hours reported Meraviglia still
at Leros. and re-organisation In progress. Command
(Contd.) reported possible that situation could be
restored if reinforced but must have more
cover.
4. At 1200 reported Meravigl
exception some snipers posts. H.Q. restored. Attempt to

held

air

ia in our
be

made to clear Gachi Ridge later. Reserve reformed In area t
096407. All informed.
(. in C. M_E., 161720B.)
Garrison still fighting back and by counter attack this
forenoon partially restored the situation two more companies of
R.W.K. arrived last night in Naval small craft, one ex BELVOIR

and the one which has been missing for three days.

para. 6 refers.

2. Two "Hunts"

to Portolago tonight.
three M.T.Bs, and two M.G.Bs. at Turk Burkt acting
as striking force tonight.

3. (?)FUR,

4. FANTAS<4UE and TERRIBLE sail

and supplies into Leros night 16tiyi7th.
5. Beaufighters attacked Siebel Ferry off Levitha today with

cannon.

It blew up.

My 151815

are ferrying 350 Greek Sacred Hearts from Samos

at dawn tomorrow to put troops

6. Am using Turkish waters as base for offensive operations
to the fTull, and hoping for the best.
(C. in C. Levant, 161845B, 162316b .)
384546 0/0304, 16th Nov.
Last W/T link with Leros went off air 1947B. Deduction 1is that
enemy captured Meraviglia including Fortress H.y. Signal

clear timed 1835B hours read as follows

Stop bombardment, assurance has been given German convoy
expected this evening not to be attacked”. This signal accepted
at first as from enemy sources and is being disregarded.

it located will be attacked. But total W/T silence tends
indicate it may have come from Fortress H.<4. under pressure

after captlire. Nor have emergency sets opened up. * orde
therefore issued for executing emergency evacuation scheme
beginning tomorrow night 17tVI8th. Naval Forces operati

tonight may throw further light on situation. Landing of
Sacred Sqdn. has been cancelled but supply dropping S. end
Island continues.

« (C. in C. M.E., 1623308 to W.0.)

ATROPO.

It. S/M ATROPO left Haifa searched channel

in

"Island surrendered.

Convoy
to

rs

ng
Greek

at

0200/16th routed through 032° 59" N. 034° 34" E.
034° 25 N. 027° 10 E. on surface. S. of A.

10 knots to dive North of Kaso Straits at d
on 18th November.
(5.0. S/Ms. Haifa, 161218b to 1st S.F.)

L.C.T. Plot. Reorganisation of L.C.T. Flot. remaining on

Station is as follows: Details.
(C. in C. Med., 161223, 240701A.)

/Local

awn

Med.
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Local A_M. 091543* With French undertaking Corsican
escorts Convoy cycle in addition to Local Escort between
for Dakar. Casablanca and Algiers no destroyers or avisos

can be spared. Arrangements are being made with
French for next two U.S. S.Cs. turned over to be
allocated Dakar.
2. Could release of Chasseurs from Pointe Noire be reconsidered
with a view to local defence there being carried out by
trawler type or M.Ls.
(C. In C. Med., 161229a to Admty., (R) F.O.C.W.Af., Comnavnaw.)
* Re no vessels at Dakar suitable for escort or strikes for
which destroyers are required.

Major Following movements and plans for immediate
French future are passed for i1nformation of Cominch as
units 1In executive agent C.C.S. 1in accordance with 3.A.D.
Mediterranean 252135.

- Africa 1. RICHELIEU left oran 14th for U.K. to join
Area. Home Fleet.

2. LORRAINE arrived Casablanca 12th Nov. from
Dakar. Planned to move to Mers-el-Kebir about
first week December for use as base ship with
reduced complement.
3. Modernised cruisers. MONTCALM at Dakar. GEORGES LEYGUES
Algiers - Oran, planned for GLOIRE to Dakar on arrival.
Subsequently change round at intervals to have one at a time
in the Med.
4. Old cruisers used as troop carrier. JEANNE D"ARC fitted
locally with Radar, Bofors oerlikons employed troop transport
to Corsica. DUGUAY-TROUIN Oran planned to refit November,
December. There being only employment for one in Med. at
present planned for JEANNE D"ARC to refit at Casablanca when
DUGUAY-TROUIN completes.
5. Eight inch cruisers. At Dakar. Visit Casablanca one at a
time as convenient to operations of F.0.C.W_Africa. Possibilitie
some _rearmament and retubing boilers at Casablanca under
consideration.
6. FANTAS<4UE and TERRIBLE. Left for Levant, 12th November for
temporary duty in Aegean operations. Plan to reassemble
Squadron in Western Med. in December after arrival LE MALIN, LE
TRIUMPHANT and EMILE BERTIN. To operate with advance base
Ajaccio.
C. in C. Med., 161308Z to B.A.D., (R) Adraty., Comnavnaw, F.o.C.
est Africa.)

VEDETTE While on passage to Alexandria Greek M.G.B.
foundered. VEDETTE foundered at 1315/13 i1n heavy sea off
Benghazi having sprung a leak.
Para.2. VEDETTE had been commissioned with Greek
crew at Taranto. No casualties or iInjured.
(C. 1n C. Levant, 161315B to Admty., (r)c. InC
Med., Greek C. InC., F.o.T.A_L.I.)

/Situation
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Situation 384496 0/36032, 16th. Cositrep No. 57.
Aegean. 2. Ops. Aegean. (a) Leros. See special Sitrep

0/0289 of 16th Nov. (b) Kastelorizo. One recce
15th Nov. (G) Samos N.T.R.
4. Naval Aegean. éP) 16th BLENCATHRA towing
ROCKWOOD to Limasol. PHOEBE, ECHO, BELVOIR returning Alex.
FURY, KRAKOWIAK, EXMOOR in Turkish waters. PENELOPE, PATHFINDER
TETCOTT, HAYDON arriving Limasol carrying 60 troops, 33 tons
anmmn. 10 tons stores.
€. inC. M.E., 161325.)
1/36034, 16th. Joint Army R.A_F. Int. appreciation 24
hours to 1000z/16th.
1. our naval forces report sinking a.m./15th of 2 lending craft
in addition to 1 F lighter sunk during night 14th/15th Nov.
2. Photo%raphic reconnaissance shipping 15th November. Details.
Bad weather throughout day prevented any photographic cover
of operational area.
4. Prisoners of war captured documents and other evidence gives
following picture Leros assault force. Details.
5. Appreciate craft si?hted a.m. today approaching Pandeli Bay
groba Iy represent follow up of heavy weapons and troops.
trength latter cannot be estimated. Probable arrival Siebel
operational area today will considerably increase transport
capacity.
(. inG. M.E., 161420B.)

UPSTART. UPSTART report one. At 0838 (?) 2nd in 43° 01* 05c
50 fired 3 torpedoes at 2000 ton merchant vessel
westbound in ballast missed.

2. At 1022/6th in 43° 03" 06° 00" fired three
torpedoes at 5000 ton merchant vessel eastbound laden missed.
(5.10, 161345 to C. in C. Med., C. in C. Levant, V.A. Malta,*
Capt. (S) 1, Capt. (S) 8, (d) F.0. S/Ms., Admty., R.A. Alex.)

V.N. 9. M.S.C.1.22. Intend sailing 1600/18th as follows.
Escort WHEATLAND, EGGESFORD.
(N.O.1.C. Augusta, 161357.)

Italian Owing to development of defects in H.2 intend to
S/Ms. retain H.1 in lieu for A/S running from Malta.
My 201620 Oct. refers.*
2. H.4 without crew will also be retained as a
i source of spare parts for H.l as former 1is not
considered to be worth refitting. My 171421 Oct. refers.
F.O.T.A.L.1. pass to Admiral De zara.
(V.A. Malta, 161453Z to C. iIn C. Med., F.O.T.A.L.I1., Admty.,
Admiral De Zara.)
* ALAGI and GALATEA to Alexandria for A/S exercises etc.

/PERAK
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PERAK . Hospital carrier. Re employment.
(P.S.T.O. Med., 161505A to D. of S.T.)

SOKOL, (1) O.R.P. SOKOL leave your area to pass (a)
SICKLE. 035° 06" 026° 44* at 2300B/19th thence proceeding
on the surface through (b ) 034° 257 029° 59~
to arrive Beirut 0615B/22nd.
(2) (P-224) SICKLE has freedom of action between
Tunis and Anaphi after dark on 19th.
(Capt. (S) 1, 161522B to SOKOL (P.224), SICKLE,
(R) 1st S.P., C. in C. Levant.)

HZIK. (1) proceed at your own discretion as follows:
Down east coast Mores from Phokianos to Cape
Males. Thence inshore Cape Spada (Crete) and
clear of minefield off north coast of Crete.
Believe enemy is using this route.
(2) Adjust your progress to pass (a) 036u 057 026° 44° 230IB/21st
thence proceeding on surface through (b) 034° 25* 029° b59*
to arri(e)Beirut 0615B/24th.

(capt. 1, 161555B to DZIK, (r) 1st S.F., C. 1in C. Levant.)
PIDEBE. Your 7160718B*. Passing 475 at 1840B/16th.
Have given destroyers 100 tons fTuel each.
(PIDEBE, 161555B to C. in C. Levant, |I') R.A.Alex.,
S.N.O.C., N.O.I.C. Tobruk, No.201 N.C. Group,

No. 212 Group, No.235 Wing, No.245 Wing, No.247
Wing, etc.)
* Not received.

Destroyers Your 090932.
Levant The distribution of destroyers shown in A_M.
Command . 031326 1is the most equitable that can be devised

to meet known commitments.
2. ULSTER and JANUS are expected to join your
Command in November and URCHIN early in December.
ROCKET and TEAZER should also be available for you from November
until required to join Eastern Fleet.
3. These reinforcements should compensate for the withdrawal
of the 4th D.F. in mid December ( A.M. 122244 refers) and leave
a small margin.

(A_.C_.N_.S_.(F), 161645A to C. in C. Med., (r) c. In C. Levant.)

M_K_.Fe 25A. Sailing telegram. 20 ships. (2) Sailed Augusta
111200. Route. Escort T.G.60.2 plus VELOX.
(Comnob. Oran, 161649, 161656.)

HAZMAHEN . Not to be molested. Swedish Relief Ship HAZMAHEN
leaves Piraeus for Venice by standard route at
0800/20th. See L.T.M.62S.

(Capt. (S) 1, 161712B to 1st S.F.)

/ HIGHWAY ...
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HIGHWAY , Include HIGHWAY in U.G.S.25 for ultimate
GOULD. destination Bombay. Sail GOULD when ready Norfolk”
to Argentia for onward passage to U.K. as
additional convoy escort upon completion movement
ray 092232.
(Navy Charge Alexandria, 161933Z to C.M_.S.F.)
Levant Up to 1800B/16th. ECU) and BELVOIR left Aegean
Situation North of Rhodes last night after detaching
Report BLENCATKRA with repair materials to join ROCKWOOD
No. 111. and tow her out of Losta Bay.
2. PENN and ALDENHAM carried out dawn sweep east
of Leros without sighting any shipping. Before
withdrawing to Mandelyah Gulf PENN was hit above
waterline by shell without casualties or serious damage. FURY,

EXMOOR and KRAKOWIAK arrived at Mandelyah Gulf from Limasol.

3. PENN andALDENHAM withdrawing South with 80 wounded transferred
by small craft from Leros today, overtake and provide escort

for BLENCATERA and ROCKWOOD after daylight.

4. Since 11th one B.Y_M.S#, one M.F.V. and one L.C.M. unaccounted

for and present whereabouts unknown.

?M.G.Bs., M_.T.Bs. and

M.Ls. [lying up with destroyers during daylight.

5. Intentions for tonight;
ments from Samos to Leros.

force.

(a ) EXMOOR, KRAKOWIAK lift reinforce-
(B) FURY, M.T.Bs., M.G.BS. striking

6. Situation Leros uncertain and may affect intentions:reports
of surrender not yet confirmed. Ends.
(C. in C. Levant, 162012B, 171609B.)

ATROPO.

NUBITAN.

Human

torpedoes.

Trials.

Cyprus
Movements.

Sailed 16th.
(N.O.1.C. Palestinian Ports, 162015B.)

Your 090932, para. 3.

Arrangements can be made for NUBIAN to be taken
in hand in U.K. Request you will indicate when
ship may be expected in order that refitting
port may be assigned.

(D.0.D.(F), 162301a to C. in C. Med., N.O.I.C.
G. in C. Levant.)

Approval has been given for F.O.C. Gib. to retain
stock of human torpedoes ex OLTERRA to carry out
trials with type 135 defences.

2. It is under consideration to carry out further
trials later in V.A. Malta’s area with Catenary
nets and mill loops.

(C. in C. Med., 162302a to Admty., () F.O.C. Gib.
F.O.L.1., V.A_ Malta, C. in C. Levant.)

16th arrival PENELOPE, PATHFINDER, TETCOTT,
HAYDON, S.T.1602. Arrived and left BREAM, PHJEBE,
BELVOIR, ECHO. Departure H.S.L.166, H.S.L.2520,
M.T.B.260.

(N.O.1.C. Famagusta, 162347B.)
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East Indies.
S.A.C., Following from Admiral Mountbatten (Begins) |1
S.E.A. assumes have today assumed command as Supreme Allied
command. Commader South East Asia and set up my H.Q. iIn

New Delhi.

@ (@C. 1n C. Eastern Fleet), C. iIn C. 11th

Army Group A.O0.C. S.E.Asia and Commanding General
U.S. Forces China Burma and India have all established their
H.Q. or elements thereof in New Delhi. Signals outward or
inward are passed by hand in P/L to Cs. in C. and for Armindia
when they are concerned and need not include them iIn the

(?address) for information. In the same way signals to and

from Cs. In C. and Armindia will be passed to S.A.C., S.E.A.
when of interest to him and need not quote him In the address
for information(Ends.)
(C. In C. E.F. 100001 to AlIl S.Os Ships, establishments W/T
Stations, and other Naval Authorities and Air Establishments
which may be concerned ashore and afloat (including R.I_N.

R.N.N. on E.1.Stn.) (R) Navy Office Melbourne, C. in C. S_A_,
Cmdre. Durban, F.O0.R.S.C.A.)

B.M.74. Arrived Colombo portion escorted by JUMNA,
NETRAVATI, AGRA.

(N.C.S.0. Colombo, 160303 to Admty.)

Bi-weekly Japanesa 1 in area between Socotra and Masirah
disposition by D/F 14th. One on passage returning to Base
U-Boats from Mozambique Channel may now be S. of S.W. of
No.l. Ceylon by i1ndefinite D/F between Seychelles

and Addu Atoll 13th. One possibly outward bound

by suspicious Radar contact JOO miles S by

E. of Ceylon 14th and 1 Homeward bound from
Europe estimated within 100 miles 035 degs. S. 045 degs. E. 15th
German. No German U-Boats believed operating in the Indian
Ocean at the present time:
(. In C. E.F. 160410z to E.F.409Y)

S.E.A. A_.208 16 Nov. Daily Opsum OIL.
Alr 14/15 Nov. 5 Hurricanes offensive Rivercraft Akyab
Report. area. 10 Sampans damaged.
15 Nov. 14 Mohawk fighter bombers P.36 enemy
positions Kalemyo area. All bombs target.
Areas machine gunned. 4 Beaufighters offensive
oil installation Myaunghla. Tanks damaged, results unobserved.

25 Rivercraft damaged area.
(S.E.A_A.C. 1608352 to Air Min.)

Allied S.E.A.C.0.S.27.

Communiques Following for Chiefs of Staff from Mountbatten.

S.E.A. On and after the 1/th. Allied* Communiques will

Command . be i1ssued from the S.E.A. Command H.Q. by myself.
These will replace the India Command Joint War
Communiques.

(Armindia, 1611252 to Air Min. (R) J.S.M.
Washington.)

Liberator/. ..
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Liberator S.E.A.C.0.S.26.
P_R.cover. Following for Chiefs of Staff from Mountbatten.

Since Auchlinleck*s 77130/C.0.S./of 11th Oct.

(para. 3 refers) prospect of Liberator P.R.

cover of most important operational areas has
further receded owing losses incurred through greatly-
strengthened Japanese defences. Present -situation iIs that
cover south of Andamans 1is thus practically excluded. Nicobars
can be covered only by diverting long range Mosquitoes from
present essential tasks i1n Andamans, Tenasserim and Siam.
Cannot afford such a detachment at present as total only four
Mosquitoes Mk. 11X are available. Above emphasises urgent need
to expedite despatch of Mosquitoes Mk.IX destined for this

(S.A.C.* S_E.A. 161142Z to Air Min.) 7/ No T.0.0.11/0ct. (WS)

X.C.10. Sailing telegram (2 ships).
(2)1230z/16th. (4 10 knots.
(B) (Route). (6) SCOUT.
(N.O.1.C. Addu Attoll, 161207Z to Admty.)

li.C9O. Sailing telegram (3 ships) escort PANSY (nhot MJ)
KATHIAWAR .

(N.C.S.0. Calcutta, 161734Z, 161739Z to Admty.)

Dutch Ships C. i1n C. Eastern Fleet"s 141024/November.

for Concur . (@ B.A.D. Washington is requested
Eastern to inform U.S. Authorities accordingly.
Fleet. (A.C.N.S_.(F), 162355A to C. i1n C. Eastern Fleet

(S.E.A.C.) B.A.D., Info. A.C.N.B.)
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America &« West Indies.

Charleston departed B.A.M.19 15th Nov. for Bermuda
due 1500Q/17th.
(N.S.H.Q. 160100Z to Admty.)

This is Com.10th Fleet C. & R’'s 152056 addressed
to all Routeing O fficers East and Gulf Coast U.S.,
Bermuda and Iceland. "Ref. MYDIS 241320Z August.
Independent sailings of all shipping under 14~
knots between Caribbean ports E. of 72 W. and E.
coast U.S. ports are to be cancelled.

(Comnaveu 1602517 to Admty.)

Intend sailing DACRES and GRINDALL to U.K. as
additional escorts for S.C.147 with group C.3.
(F.O.N.F. 161351Z to C. in C. N.A)

Your 122042Z to N.S.H.Q. Gnats were not expected as
electr-ic torpedoes would sink. 2. Possibility
exists they are air torpedoes fitted with Curly
mechanism.

(D.T.M. 161431A to F.O.N.F., Info. N.S.H.Q.,

C. in C. N.A.)

1200z/16th November possibly one in Canadian coastal
area.
(N.S.H.Q. 1615287.)

(Cominch 161554Z7.)

\Y

Following is re-encypherment of Port Dir. New York
160144Z. Action Com. 10th Fit. C. and R. Info, to
C.E.S.F. "Convoy G.U.S.19 arrival Chesapeake section
22 Merships and one A.O. Last ship arrived 152040
Delaware section arrived Delcapes 151245 New York
section 37 ships last 152314. Al times Z".

(Radio Washington 161810Z to Admty.)

When released by British training officer at Casco
Bay about 20 Nov. sail B.E.C.5 to Bermuda stopping
at New York for stores. Advise routing instructions.
(Cominch 161929 to C.E.S.F.)

D. of S.T. 211744 Sept, not to Admty. or C. in C.W.A.
directs that all troop transports should be omitted
from normal situation reports and reported in a
separate position signal prefixed Most Secret.
General concensus of opinion in this command is that
T.A. and A.T. Convoys are known by most personnel in
the North Atlantic ashore and afloat to be monsters

carrying troops. Accordingly C. in C. C.N.A. puts these in a
separate situation report prefixed Most Secret. It is noticed that

/IC ...
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C. in C. Western Approaches includes these iIn his
situation reports in Secret Code. Request ruling.
(C. in C. C.N.A. 161956Z to.Adinty.)

Departing Bermuda 1230zZ/17th for Horta (route), at
9 knots B.Y_.M.S. 60, 162, 168, 181, and 236.
Cominch 011853. E.T.A. (70230)z/26th.

(N.O.B. Bermuda 162026 to N.O.1.C. Azores.)

Para. D. All times Z. A.T.C. plane sights S/M.
12.10 N. 62.29 W. 161545. S/M. contacts and attack
reported 08.25 S. 34.31 W. 151949.

(Cominch 162034Z to Admty.)

Departing Ambrose 1630zZ/17th. Clyde, E.T.A. Little
Cumbrae 241300Z. S. of A. 20.5 knots. (Route).
Fighter protection code word ™irection” with call
sign 109. "Chop"™ 200700Z.

(P.D.New York 162042.)

Sailed from U.K. 15 Nov. fTor Halifax. 2. Details
of personnel etc. on board are being communicated
by W.0. to C.G.S. Ottawa and Milstaf Washington.
(. of S.T. 162226A to N.S.H.Q. )

S/M sighted 12.10 N. 62.29 W. at 161545A.
(Com. Fort de France 162230 to Unknown Station.}

Norfolk sailed 15th.
(N.S_H.Q. 1622387 to Admty.)

This is C.T.F.67S. 161805 to U.S.S. SALAMONIE for
action and C.T.F.60, C.T.F.29, Comnaveu and U.S.S.
CHICOPEE, Admty. and C. in C.W._A. for Info.

Report to C.T.F.60 in compliance Comnaveu 160932.
(Comnaveu 162319 to Admty.)

B.Y.M.S. 36, 205. T"Arrived Bermuda.
(S.B_.N.O. W._At. 162326Z to Admty.)
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Australia & New Zealand.
Digest During early hours 21 Beauforts struck shipping
Serial Rabaul Harbour from medium height to mast top level.
No . 665 Bomb load included some 1,000 pounders. Two hits
Nov.15th. one 8,000 ton transport last seen sinking. Another

large merchantman damaged by hits or near misses.

Seaplane anchorage and waterfront also effectively

bombed. (2) Same time two Liberators unsuccess-
fully bombed single small eastbound ship 28 miles S.W. Ubili and
observed two similar type craft 35 miles N.W. Talasea heading S.
(3) Meanwhile Navy Catalina damaged large cargp vessel escorted
by 2 corvettes proceeding up Saint Georges Channel. Ship beached.
(4) One gunboat, 1 freighter observed 80 miles N. Massau Island
heading North mid-day.- (6) After dark 1 light cruiser, 1
destroyer, 1 transport reported 25 miles North Rabaul course 300.
(13) Fighter patrols Empress Augusta Bay negative 15th, but
destroyed 8 barges, damaged another 7 plus one small freighter, set
many buildings on fire Tonolei Harbour.
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P.A. 1609127.)

Movements. Arrival Milne Bay 15th. U.S.S. GILMER.
(A.C.N.B. 161059Z.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

Estimated positions.
(D.D.1.C. 161400A, 161405A.)

Submarines Attacked.

S/M. attack Para. A. (1) Halifax aircraft E/502 reported U-Boat
and sighting on surface at 43° 45* N. 08° 057 W. course 090°
summary for 15 knots. (2) Halifax D/502 reported U/B on
24 hours surface at 0106/16th in 48° 06> N. 08° 45* W.
to 0900z/16th. (position doubtful). (3) H.M. S/M sighted U/B. at
0030/16th in 42° 20" N. 06° 35" E.
(D.D.1.C. 161055A to Cominch, N.S_H.Q.)

A/S Attacks The following A/S attacks have been assessed as
assessments. "Known Sunk', (a) 4th Oct. Ventura B/128.

(b)-8th Oct. Liberator R/86. (c) 8th Oct.

Sunderland j/423 (d) 16th Oct. Liberator Y/86.

(e) 16th Oct. Combined attacked by Liberators Z/120
C/59 and E/120. Credit 5C$, 30% and 20y, respectively. (f) 16th
Oct. Combined attack by Liberators H/120 and D/59. Credit 60%$ and
40% respectively. 2. Request you will convey our congratulations
to those concerned with these successes.

(D.A.U.D. 162050A.)
/A. .-
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.

A/S Attacks A destroyer escorting convoy K.M.S.29 (?M.K.S.29

assessments. intended) attacked a U-Boat which was sighted after
(Contd.) Radar contact at 0500Z/9 in 41° N. 19° 33r
Depth charge attack appeared promising and may have
caused damage. (2) Portress aircraft j/220

operating from Azores sank a U-Boat at 0728Z/9 at
40 31 N. 20 17 W. About 15 survivors were seen in oil and
wreckage. This is the first kill from the Azores. (3) At 0306z/
10 In 44 39" N. 9 08" W. Wellington B/612 attacked an inward
bound U-Boat. Possibly the same U-Boat was sighted in daylight on
10th making towards Spanish coast and was attacked by three U.S.
Liberators. When very close to Spanish coast E. of Gape Ortegal
it was attacked with R.Ps. by a Liberator of a Czech Squadron. It
has subsequently been reported that the U-Boat sank and survivors
landed iIn Spain.:

(D-A_U.D. 162155A to Cominch, Cormaveu, B_.A_.D., N.S_.H.Q.)
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SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands.

1. C.S.1 in KENT, with BERMUDA and JAMAICA,

left Scapa at 0632A for Seidisfiord, where Capt.
D.17 in ONSLOW with 7 Destroyers of the Escort
arrived at 1015A; and ONSLAUGHT sailed again at
1850 with 5 Russian ships for the convoy. The
convoy was reported at 2307A to have been 120

miles North ofthe Faeroes at 1630 to-day, steering
338 degs. at 9?7 knots.

2. GLASGOW left her patrol in the Bay area at
last light today for Plymouth; and in 45 degs. N.
21 degs. 30" W. ( about 600 miles W. by S. of
Ushant). FOLEY of E.G.7 sighted and made six
depth-charge attacks upon a U-boat between 2200z
and 2317Z when contact was lost.

3« C. 1n G. Plymouth considers that a U-boat

may have laid mines in the approaches to Plymouth
on the 4th November and may possibly still be
operating off Dartmouth, Appledore, or Fowey.

4« Search for the missing Landing Graft of
Flight "P" was abandoned by M/S 16 at 0l114a this
morning when the Flotilla was ordered to return
to Plymouth.

Mediterranean

5. Admiral King has criticised the air arrange-
ments for covering shipping iIn the Mediterranean.

6. (@) At 0010B today a message from Leros stated
that fighting was continuing iIn isolated areas on
Leros. Small parties of escapees got away in
M.G.Bs. and various craft.

(b) M.T.B. striking force patrolling last night
east of Leros sighted nothing; it was attacked
with glider bombs, but no hits were sustained.

(c) PENN, FURY and ALDENHAM bombarded Kos last
night.

/BLENCATHRA



ffar Diary.

Dodecanese
(Gontd.).

Administrat ion
of escort
vessels.

MOST SECRET,

472

17.11.1943.
Wednesday .

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.

(d) BLENCATHRA took ROCKWOOD in tow from Losta
Bay last night for Limasol where they arrived
this evening. PENN and ALDENHAM joined off
Kastelorizo having withdrawn south from Mandelyah
Gulf after bombarding Kos Roads. The two
destroyers had on board 80 wounded transferred by
small craft from Leros today. -

(e) The movement of reinforcements from Samos
last night in EXMOOR and KRAKOWIAK was cancelled
after they had arrived there, and the destroyers
joined FURY in Mandelyah Gulf.

(f) Heavy air attacks were reported on the two
ports of Samos, Tigana and Vathi, today; reports
on the condition of the ports are conflicting,
but both appear to be badly damaged, and one or
both may be out of action.

(g) The Polish S/M. DZIK sank a 40 ton caique
loaded with oil drums off Monemvasia this morning.

East Indies.

7. Prom now on, the ships forming the convoy
escort force based at Kilindini are to be

operated and administered by F.O. East Africa. All
R.N. and R.A_N. escort vessels on the East Indies
Station, other than those administered by F.O.i/c
East Africa, Cmdre. i/c Aden and S_.N.O.P.G. are

to be adminstered by C. in C.E.F. through Capt.
A_B.G.E.F. who 1is responsible direct to C. 1in C.
E.F.

8. An unidentified aircraft, later reported as a
twin float monoplane, Tflew over Kilindini harbour
at 022QC today. The R.A_F. are carrying out a
large a/S sweep of the area.

China

9. 2 Mitchells bombed the warehouse and docks
area at Swatow today, and 2 Mitchells hit and left
sinking a heavily loaded tanker south of Swatow.
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Australia and New Zealand.

10. Five Catalinas attacked Kailraana water front
and adjacent Utarom airfield in the early hours
today, causing explosions and fires.

11. At midday a Mitchell sank a freighter west
of the Tanimbar Islands (Ba™da Sea), and aircraft
later attacked its escorting vessel and left it
beached, abandoned and gutted.
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Policy.

It is desired that M.L"s attached to Force '"SM
should be allocated four to each assault group
and based accordingly at Fort Edgar, Inverness
and Invergordon.
(F.O0. Force "S",

171015 to C. in C. Rosyth) =

In order to determine the possible use of the
four supply submarines now building at Ta-ranto.
para. 2 of Admiralty’s 100215 refers, it is
requested C. in C. Med. may be asked to signal
the following details.

(F.O.S_.171900A to Admty.)

Movements.
Intend to cancel Serial 163.

at 1700A.
(AUGUSTA,

Request Hoxa Gate

171400A to C. in C. H.F.)

In view of A_S. Portsmouth 131350. Admiralty
has approved QUEEN ELIZABETH remaining at Ports-
mouth until 10th December.

(D.0.D.(H), 171631A to C. in C. H.F.)

Position of SAl"s at 08)0A/18 and movements for
following 24 hours.
(F.O.S_171711A, 171854A)

Operations.

Scapa Departure S.0. 1st C.S.
JAMAICA in company.

(A.C.0.S. 170632A to H.F.)

Request names of ships of J.W.54A with destination

Lola Inlet. N.C.S.0. Loch Ewe’s 151748 refers.
(@ 1t would be appreciated if arrival of R_A.
convoys could be signalled.

(5-3.N.O. North Russia, [170909A to Admty.)

fay 152039* Unable to sail SALADIN, propeller
Propose to retain her for J.W. 54B.
in C. H.F.)
Cant.(D) 17 1in ONSLOW
(?IMPULSIVE), IROQUOIS,7 HAIDA

in C. H.F.)
Selection of ships required for White Sea
in conjunction with Russians in Archangel cannot

be given until details of drafts and lifts are furnished by
M.W.T. who have been requested to expedite this information.

(5-3.N.0. Archangel,

171332A to S.B_N.O. North Russia)

Your /...

in KENT with BERMUDA,
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Operations.
Operation Your 170931* Concur.
F.T. (C.in C. H.F. 171408A to N.O.l1.C.Aultbea)
(Convoys TUSCA100SA sailed. E.T.A. Akureyri 1400A/18.
J.W._.54A (C. in C. H.F. 131116 refers).
and (A.C.1.C.171638A to V.A.2)
R.A.54B) Request you will proceed in BELFAST arriving
(Contd.) Akureyri p.m. 25th November and join V.A.2.

(C. in C. H.F. 171740A to C.S.10)
H.F.Memorandum 01325/158 dated 6th November.

Operation F.T. amendment No.4. Para.4(e) C.S.10
in BELFAST and MUSKETEER, MATCHLESS, ASHANTI, OBDURATE will
replace U.S.S. after 25tH November. Para. 4 (1) for CAUVEKY
read SPEEDWELL. Para.4 (n) for convoy «T.W.54A read convoy
J.W.54B.

(C. in C. H.F. 17/1745A to A.1.G.47)
Intend proceeding Akureyi arriving a.m. 23rd. C. 1In C.

H.F.141S55A refers.

(C.S.10. 171802A to C. in C. H.F.)

S.0. of escort gave P.C.S. of J.W.54A at 1630/17th as
064 degs. 15« N. 007 degs. 32* W. 338 degs.- .

(C. in C. Rosyth, 172307A to H.F.)

Sailed Seidisfiord 1850/17th ONSLAUGHT, Russian A.M.144 and
143, S.C.721, 1074 and 1287 in company.

(A.C.1.C.172356A to C. i1n C. H.F. INCONSTANT)

V.P. Carrying out V.P. (1) Patrol at
Operations. (2) 54 and 101A. 3) A.m.19th November or
first suitable date thereafter.

(4) At S.0"s discretion. (5) No. (6) No.
) 070 degs. Out Skerries 110 miles.
&) Yes.
(A.C.0.5.170908 to Admty.)
My 051540A. Sailed at 0901A to-day M.T.B. 653 (S.0) and
M.T.B.623.
(2) Yes.
(A.C.0.5.170927A to Ac mty.)
My 101045A. Sailed at 0930A today M.T.B. 627 (5.0),
M.T.B"s 625 and M.T.B. 675.
(2 No.
(A.c.0.S. 170936 to Admty.)
My 170927A. Force returned at 1215A today owing to weather
conditions. (M.T.B"s 653 and 623).

(A.C.0.S.171459A to Admty.)

SAI Request you will sail SEADOG at 1800A/19th

Patrols. through 090 degs. for 10 miles and route Black
t07070 degs. 20" thence direct to patrol position
T. /.

(2) SEADOG is to move from T.7 to T.8 at 2359/25.

(Capt.(S) 9, 171015A to S.0.S/M Lerwick)
Positions of submarines at 0800A/18th andmovements for following
24 hours.

(A) SATYR as in my 151752.

®) /...
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Operations.
S/M (B) VENTURER 71 degs. 01" N. 18 degs. 10" E.
Patrols. probably on the surface at 8 knots through 71.
(Contd.) degs. 01* N. 16 degs. 59" E. and 69 degs". 01~ .N.

10 degs. 59”7 E. thence course 210 degs.
(C©) STORM 71 degs. 16» N. 22 degs. 35» E. to
patrol off Hjelmsoy.
(D) SEANYMPH 70 degs. 22" N. 13 degs. 51 " E. through 71 degs.
10* R. 16 degs. 10” E. to patrol off Ingoy, probably on the
surface 10 knots.
(E) SCEPTRE 69 degs. 40~ H. 11 degs. 49” E. through 71 degs. 10~
N. 16 degs. 107 E. and 71 degs. 02r N. 22 degs. 40" E." to
patrol off Soroy, probably on the surface 107knots.
(P.O.S.I71711A to Admty.)

Operation My 162306A. Cancel reference to Hudsons or P.\i
S.F. ones.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 171102A to H.P.)
Position at 172000.
READY, HOUND, HYDRA, RATTLESNAKE searching
vicinity 062 degs. 24° 013 degs. 50°*
(A.C.0.5.171132A to Ships)
Moorings area as in my 162308A being flown on November 18th
by 8 Sunderlands, 3 Liberators, 8 Hudsons and 4 P.V._.I.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 172315A to H.F.)

Coastal (1D Orders for night 17/18 November.
Force (A) 3 M.G.Bs from HORNET carry out Anti-E-Boat
Patrols. patrol 10 miles South of Convoy-route between

02 degs. 35Ff W. and longitude "of R.1 Buoy from
2300A to 0400A, keeping abreast ?/.P.432."" Not
to be Northward of patrol-line except in contact
with enemy and in no circumstances to approach within 5 miles
of convoy. Enter Harbour after convoy has passed Needles.
(B) M.L.344 immediate notice St. Helens.
(C) CHASSEU 1S 11, 15 patrolling QZS 384 between F for Fox and
E.A.5 Buoys.
(D) 2 M.G.Bs immediate notice Newhaven.
(C. 1n C. Portsmouth, 171244A)
M.L’s 257 and 293 two miles South of D Buoy.
(V.A.Dover, 171601A to Admty.)
Forces 113 and 114 returned to harbour, weather unsuitable.
(N.o.L.C.partmouth, 172328A to C. in C. Plymouth)

Bay Patrol. (1) GLASGOW patrolling between 038 degs. 40~ N.
U-Boat 013 degs. 44" W. and 041 degs. 06~ N. 019 degs.
attacked 57" w-"

by FOLEY. (C. in C. Plymouth, 171501A to Admty.)

GLASGOW 1is leaving patrol-line at last light
today and proceeding through position
(A) 048 degs. 10» ,N. 017 degs. 08~ W.
(B) 049 degs. 457 N. 013 degs. 59* T (©) 180 degs. Bishop Rock
12, and thence to Plymouth keeping west of th6 Lizard during
dark hours.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 171722A to GLASGOW.)

GLASGOW /...
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Operations.
Bay Patrol GLASGOW left patrol at last light today proceeding
U-Boat through 048 degs. 10” N. 017 degs. 08” W. to
attacked U.K.
by FOLEY. (2) TUMULT position 044 degs. 08" N. 018 degs.

00~ V. at noon today, proceed through 037 degs.
00» K. Oil degs. 00~ W. to Gibraltar.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 172102A to TUMULT, *GLASGOW.)
One SAl seen to submerge. Have attacked with depth-charges.
My P.C.S. 044 degs. j6* N. 021 degs. 30” W. 209 degs.
20 knots.
(FOLEY, 172204z to Whitehall W/T)
My 172204Z. 6 attacks. Contact lost. Proceeding in
accordance with C. in C. W_A. 162045A.
(FOLEY, 172317Z to Admty.)

Special All available ships of 4th E.G. will be required
Operation. to sail for an A/S operation in Bay of Biscay
E.G.4. leaving as early as possible on 20th November.
FENCER.. (2) Every endeavour to get ready as many ships

as possible.
(3 Report is to be signalled in due course
giving names of ships which it is anticipated will
be ready to sail.
(C. in C. W.A. 172225A to Capt. (D) N.I1.)
FENCER will be required toZzsail for an A/S operation in Bay of
%6scay escorted by 4th Escort Group leaving Belfast a.m. Nov.
th.
(2) Additional fighters should be embarked as previously arranged.
(C. 1in C. W.A. 172314A to F.O0.C.T.)

Allied Alr Activity.

Operation A.158 17 Nov. Operation "Cohabit" in force night
"Cohabit" 18719 to night 22/23. Time on 1900A time off
0730A.

(1-1."i.C.C. 171650A to 19 Group)

Percussion Enemy policy of passing through the Bay submerged

Areas surfacing only for a minimum period at night

R.S.T. necessitates our concentrating major part of

and U. flying effort, Leigh Light and otherwise, during
the hours of darkness. U-Boats forced to

surface by day as a result of being harried® during
normal charging period are thought most likely to
be encountered in early morning. In order to -meet these
circumstances all the remaining aircraft must be used to cover
the patrol-area at dawn.
(2) Areas to be patrolled: §%3 Percussion R. Limits of area
43.00 N. 09.00 w. 48.00 N. 07.00 w - Spanish Coast at 07.00 W.
coastwise to 43.00 N. 43.00 10.00 W - 44.00 N. 09.00 W.
(2) Percussion S. Limits of area 43.00 N. 10.00 W - 48.00 N.
03.00 W - Spanish Coast 08.00 W - coastwise 43.00 IT. 43.00 N.
10.00 W.

3) /...
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Allied Air activity.
Percussion (3) Percussion T. Limits of area 48.00 N.
Areas 11.00 V. 48.00 N. 09.00 W. Spanish coast at
R.S.T. 09.00 W - coastwise 43.00 N. 43.00 N. 11.00 W.
and U. (4) Percussion U (Git. area) limits of area
(Contd.) 43.00 N. ?N 10.00 W. - Spanish coast at 43.00 N.

coastwise to 42.00 N. 10.00 W.

(3). 19 Group night patrols. Percussion R.S.

and T. will be covered at night, the areas being
changed at A.0.C"s discretion or on information from this Egs.
(H.Q.C.C. 172213A to 19 Group)
Part 2 of 172213.

(@) 19 Group day patrols. Follow up night effort with
dawn-patrol of area flown previous night except when
percussion R. has been flown. In this event percussion S. to

be covered the following morning.
(5) Percussion U. to be covered by Gibraltar day and night.

(6) Employment of Squadrons. 19 Group. Details.
() Gibraltar percussion U to be flown nightly by Leigh Light
A/C or 172 and 179 Squadrons. All available non Leigh Light

A/C to be employed on morning patrol in Area U.

(9) These patrols to be brought into force as early as possible.
(H.Q.C.C. 172222A)

Enemy Air Activity.

Scapa. Prep X/was made at 1329 today on an E/A which

approached from due east and was then 090 degs.

A buoy 4 miles, height 34,000 feet course west.

E/A turned north west and then through west and
south to S.E. The nearest point reached was 070 degs. A
buoy 22 miles. E/A retired on course S.E. diving to 28080
feet and withdrew to the east and later N.E. Probably good
photographs of anchorage taken. Fighters went up but no
interception was made.

(A.C.0.S5.171655™ to Admty. (R) C. 1In C. H.F.)/ as received.

Jan Mayen. Following from Jan Mayen T.0.0.171100Z.
Aircraft heard south of Island 1030.
(A.C.1.C. 172106A to Admty.)

Mining.

Humber . Following two mines detonated today by Sweepers.
At 1115 in 148 degs. 57E Buoy 5 cables.

At 1444 in 075 degs. 59A Buoy 3 Cables. Details.
(F.O.Humber, 171837A and 182247A)

Possible /..
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Mining.
Possible Possibility exists that a hostile SAl passed
minelaying inward over Plymouth A/S loops, on 1st Novmber,
by SA"L. and out on 2nd November, afterwards laying mines
in approaches on 4th November.
This should be borne in mind, should there be

any suspicion of a Y1 off your port, iIn which
event all possible counter measures should be taken at once.
SC- iy G. Plymouth, 172350A to N.O.I1.C. Dartmouth, Appledore,
Y%

Casualties and Defects.

MARKAY . MARKAY refloated at 170818A and will proceed
Clyde under her own power.
(SAUCY, 1707252 to N.O.1.CAultbea)
Afloat 0710. Proceeding to Clyde.
(MARKAY, 1707552)

UMBRA. Your 161601. Towage postponed 24 hours, weather.
(F.O.1.C_.Milford Haven, 170951A to F.0.S.)

0

TRACKER . As it is essential for TRACKER to be fitted with
rebladed rotor request you will arrange for her
to proceed to U.S.A. on the next suitable opera-
tional occasion for this work to be carried out.
Work will take obout five days.

(D.0.D.(H), 171804A to C. in C. W.A.)

WARWICK. Your 161910. Machinery defects in WARWICK
can be undertaken on arrival at Grimsby and docking
can be arranged at the end of November.
(D.0.D.(H), 171943A to F.O.I1.C.Luverpool)

Shipping and Convoys.

0.N.211. Following has been received. Amend stragglers
route. From (N) to (A) 057 degs. 5I» N."027 degs.
57r W. (B) O£7 degs. 20" N. 035 degs. 38" W. the
thence to (Q) omitting (0O and (P).

(C. in C. W.A. 1700072 to Escorts and Stragglers

0.N.211)
M.K.F.25A. Bristol Channel portion of convoy M.K.F. 25A is
T.U.3. due 22/11 comprising following U.S. troop transport

SANTA PAULA, SANTA ROSE, HENRY GIBBINS.

(3 All above vessels are required to be ready to
sail 1n convoy T.U.3 on 27/11.
(D.S.T.170010A>

Flight /,..
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Plight “P". Cancel ray 162334.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 170056A to A.1.G.31)
Abandon search. Return to Plymouth detach
STORMKING as in my 162314.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 170114A to M/S 16)

S.C.146. A_M.162345. Further transmissions at 2306z and
2310 from your general area intercepted.
(D.D.1.C. 170144A to S.C.146, E.G.5)

U.T.4A. SS. BRAZIL, EXAMINER, KHEDIVE arrived.
(N.O.1.C. Liverpool, 170800z to C. in C. W.A.)

T.U.4A. A.M.151217A and 161906A.
(1D Sail Bar Light vessel at 1400Z/19.
2) All ships R/V at 0800zZ/20th, 2/0. degs. Oversay
miles.
(3 Noon G.L1.T. 20th 055 degs. 58" N. 008 degs. 15% W.
Noon G.M.T. 21st 056 degs. 26" N. 013 degs. 07" w.
(N.C.S.0. Mersey, 170825z to N.C.S.0. Clyde.)

(1) C.T.F.67 is requested to detail one escort to join

Liverpool portion at Bar Light Vessel at 1400Z/19.

(2 Following Escorts to join at Oversay R/V.

(A) From Belfast JEFFREY. (B) From Londonderry, C.T.F.67 in
FRANKFORD, CARKICK, DOYLE, ENDICOTT, McCOOK, LEE-FOX.

(C. iIn C. W.A. 171258A to F.O.1.C. N.I1.)

Intend sailing Clyde portion and CHICOPEE passing Clyde
boom 2200/19th to R/V with Liverpool portion and escorts 1in
position "PA"™ at 0900A/20th.thence 1in accordance with Admiralty
151336A.

(N.O.1.C. Greenock, 171536A to Admty.)

A.M.151217 para. 2 Add.

From Liverpool U.S. tanker PINE RIDGE, destination New York.

(D.0.D. (H), 171844A to C. in C. W.A.)

IRA JEFFERY detailed to join Liverpool portion convoy
T.U.4A at Bar Light Vessel at 1400Z/19th and"escort to R/V off
Oversay.

(C.T.F.67, 172117 to IRA JEFFERY)

ATLANTIS. After disembarkation at Avonmouth, Hospital Ship
ATLANTIS should be sailed on 19th November, on
a voyage to the Middle East calling at Gibraltar
for orders.
(D.S.T. 171208A to D.S.T.0O. Avonmouth)

H.X.265. BITER is to proceed at dusk tonight with ships
capable of 12~ knots and 3 escorts.
(C. in C. W.A. 171242A to BITER, Escorts H.X. 265)
Your 171242. H.X. 265 fast section detach 1800Z.

PERTH /...
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S.

NO, ROBIN TUXFOE

D, LUCELLLJM,

(Gontd.) MARINA and BITER escorted by (?gp omitted) S.O.

MORDEN, GHILLIV/AGK.

No stragglers.

052 degs. 26" 020 degs. 187, 043 de

(C.2, 1718017 to G.

/
.33. BALSAM for 0.s.59/k

in C. W.A.)

Sailed TAVY, ROCHESTER, FOLKESTONE,
.M.S.33. SCARB

sail late to overtake.

(Cdre. D. W.A. 171401 and 131047 to C. in C. W.A. )
SCARBOROUGH sailed to overtake. 0 -
(Cdre. D. W.A. 172121A to C. 1in C.

F.D.16. Intend sailing TORDENSKJOLD,

My P.C.S.
gs- 9-5 knots.

GERANIUM,
OROUGH will

.s.59%Kk.m.s.33
W.A.)

L1ORIALTA escorted

bg HAMLET, FLATHOLM at 2300A tomoorow to
058 degs. 56" N. 004 degs. 36" w.
Routed through 061 degs. 51" N.

@)
W. S.0.A. 9 knots.

(3) Thence MORIALTA escorted by HAMLET to Thurso,

(4) TORDENSKJOLD proceeding Clyde,

E.T.A. 1500/21s

to 270 degs. Rustoer 10 miles by FLATHOLL1.

(N.O.1.C.Faeroes, 171529A to c. in

C. W.A.)

O0.N.212. TENACITY detailed Convoy 0.N.212,

(F.0.1.C.Greenock,

AMSTERDAM.. My 161825.  sailed.
(N.C.S.0. Kirkwall,

171900 to c. in

172235 to A.C.O

E.T.A. 0800A/20
t escorted

C. W.A.)

.S.)

00



MOST SECRET

~ 482

) 17.11.1943.
War Diary. Wednesday -
FOREION STATIONS.
North Atlantic.
Operation Your 212111Z Sept. (Hush iv'S distribution).
of A/Cs. Two L.R. Fortress (30 aircraft) Squadrons are
in north now established in Azores and 10 Hudsons are
Atlantic. also being temporarily retained at Terceira.

2. In conjunction with Canadian E.A.C. and the
squadrons in U.K. and Gibraltar/Morocco area,
this force should be sufficient in present
circumstances to provide air cover for all British controlled
convoys across the Atlantic and to your U.G./G.U. convoys,
whilst also providing its necessary share of the cover for
convoys between U.K. and Gibraltar.
3. This 1is based on the following assumptions -
(a) That the new Southern route as defined iIn our 2Q1Q21A Sept. *
will be standard route for British controlled convoys subject
to diversions to old Northern route when necessary owing to
U-Boat dispositions.
(b) That C.V.Es. can be made available to supplement or relieve
shore-based aircraft from Azores to meet exceptional peaks in
convoy commitments or to support a specially threatened convoy.
(c) That when U-Boat situation so required U.G. and G.U. convoys
can be routed reasonably close to Azores to take advantage of
short range cover by Hudsons.
(d) That all air operations in the area Azores, Morocco, United
Kingdom are co-ordinated and that only threatened or specially
important convoys are given air cover, as has been our practice
in North Atlantic for some months. This i1nvolves the application
of the "Stipple™ arrangement to the U.G. and G.U. convoys when
under air cover from Azores. in these circumstances we do not
at present intend to replace the long range Fortresses with
V_.L.R. Liberators because,
(a) The former can meet requirements.
(b) They could only be replaced with Liberators at serious cost
to the effort in other areas, where Liberators are more valuable
than Fortresses.
5. Provided U.G. and G.U. convoys are routed reasonably close to
Azores when necessary as in para. 2(c) good use can be made of
short range aircraft which have a very limited use elsewhere in
the Eastern Atlantic. It is therefore intended to retain the
Hudsons until it becomes politically practicable to relieve them
with the P.V. Squadron mentioned in your 2121117 Sept., should
you still wish to make this arrangement.
6. H.Q.C.C. will detach Leigh Light aircraft for operation from
Azores as favourable opportunities occur.
7. 1t is anticipated that R.A_F. aircraft from Azores can readily
conform to your escort procedure, signals, or homing procedure
but 1t will be necessary to agree on the system of patrols to be
adopted by aircraft under the orders of S.0. Escorts. It would
naturally be easier for us if you could adopt our Reptile Code
for this purpose, but we see no real difficulty in using your
system of patrols for aircraft covering U.G. and G.U. convoys.
(V.C.N_.S. , 170136Z to Cominch, (R) N.S.H.Q.)

Us/B. D/F bearings on 8142 N k/cs at 0530Z indicate
U-Boat within 50* either side of line from 42° N.
23" W. to 44™ N. 21" W.
(D.D.1.C. , 170756a to S.B.N.O. Azores, F.O.l1.C.
Gib., Info. E.CJ.C.C.)

/WITHERINGTON .. .
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North Atlantic - Contd.

Sailed 0432 to R/V RANPURA, ARAWA and escort to
Gibraltar.

(F.O.C. Gib., 170959a.)

Unless otherwise directed intend sailing
independently 190900A to (? Norfolk (Virginia)).
Request Admty. furnish route.

C.M.S.F., 171028Z to Admty., C. in C. U.S.
tlantic Fleet.)

.C.5.0. Lisbon, 171038.)

My 111213.* NANCY sailing 2015/16th for Gib.
N
* SKAANE and EGBOLM sailed for Gibraltar 10th.

59 sailed 2300/16th.
(R.O. Bilbao, 171125 to M.EW., (r) AclLnty. (for
D.N.Il.))

Intend including ARROW in K.M.S.32. Destination
Taranto for repairs. Your 242333* oct. refers.
(F.O.1.C. Gib., 171202A to C. in C. Med., ()
Admty., F.O.T.A.L.lI., C.S. Taranto, V.A. Malta.)
* re permanent damage repairs of ARROW to be
undertaken at Taranto.

Cable ship IRIS with HM. Trawler LADY HOGARTH
sailed for cable ground at 1500 G.M.T./17th.
(N.C.S.0. Funchal, 171455 to F.O.C. Gib., (r)
Admty.)

Sailed at 1400(0) to Gib. Route. ETA
1300Z/22nd. Kok
(S.B.N.O. Horta, 171631(0) to F.O.I.C. Gib.)

A.M. 081845A. 2 L.C.M. and 2 L.C.P. retained
No. 205, 332, 60 and 80 respectively. L.C.M
lost No. 181.

Nominal list of personnel follows by letter.
S.B.N.O. Azores, 171646Z to-Admty., (r) Advisor
om. Ops.)

A.158/17th Nov. Operation "Colsbit" (? "Cohabit"
intended) in force night 18th/19th to night 22nd/
23rd. Time on 1900A time off 0730A.

(Coastal Command, 171650A to 19 Group Gib., (r)
Admty., F.o.(s), A.M.D.A.U.B. Transport Command,
Feltwell, Haraworthy, 248 Wing N.A.A.F.)

/TUMULT
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TUMULT . Your 161159.
(A) At 1300 043° 377 N. 018° 00” W., 000°, 17 kts.
(B) At 1700 042w 50* N. 017° 00* W., 142°, 17 kts.
Area one book are not held. Weather report 1310 1
0256.
(TUMULT, 171710A to F.0.C. Gib., (R) C. in C.
Plymouth, C. in G. W.A., RICHELIEU, PIORUN.)

Spanish Your 122151. M. of M. have agreed to limit all
Warships exercises North of Finisterre to the following.
exercise. Details. | asked Spanish C. of N.A. to abandon

them. He replied In negative and consider further
concessions i1mprobable. They are aware of (? this)
and accept risk.

(B-N.A. Madrid, 171915A to Admty., F.0.G. Gib.)

U/B sunk My 121900. I am now informed by Ministry of
off Cape Marine that U-Boat was abandoned in sinking

Ortega condition and with unexploded depth charge 1in
10th. casing inside territorial waters. Originally

retaining some buoyancy she has now grounded one
cable off Estaca with conning tower visible at
low water. Our case for internmentnow beyond
arguing and 1is still with Foreign Affairs, am informed
(? privately) by C. of S. that this will be confirmed shortly.
(B-N.A. Madrid, 171947A to Admty., (r) C. in C. Plymouth, F.0.G.
Gibraltar, H.Q.C.C., (? G. i1n C. Med.))

SIMOUN. Arrived.
(F.0.1.C, Gibraltar, 171957a .)

?L.C.T.332. An L.C.T. with engine broken down has come near
Gigjon. 3 officers and 16 ratings iIn hand for
* Naval authorities. Will report further details
when available and also press for time for repairs
and release.
(B.N.A. Madrid, 172114A to Admty., (r) F.O.1.C.
Gibraltar.) * as received ? of intended.

Attack on U.S G. in C. Med. 022005 and A.M. 312146 Oct. Request
A/C by Spanish report whether U.S.N.A. has obtained any
A/C. explanation from Spaniards.

(Head of M.I.. 172306a to N.A. Madrid, C. 1in C.
Med., Gonnav.)
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South Atlantic.
Enemy M/Vs. Following report was obtained by U.S. Military
Sargon. Attache from a passenger aboard Swedish ship

GRIPSHOLM. 3 merchant ships were ready to sail
from Saigon on 15th Oct. with cargo of rubber
destination said to be Germany. French were ?
reported to be trying to delay departure by sabotage - end.
Report ungraded but passenger iIs said to have been iIn Saigon
recently.
(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro, 172036Z to Admty., () S.0.(D
Capetown, S.O0.(l) Freetown, B.A.D.)
Comment: This report is probably true. Vessels available are
RIO GRANDE, OSORNO, WESERLAND, BURGENLAND, HAVELLAND, Tankers
EE@#E@U%@BRONO’ ChARLOTTE SCHLIEMANN and U-Boat supply ship
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Leros 0/0305 17th. 384547. Further my 0/0304.

First A/C returned from dropping supplies Leros
tonight and reports no sign of firing on ground.
All pilots on previous nights have reported
seeing firing.
(C. in C. U.E., 170020B to W.0.)
384600. 0/0307 17th. Further my 0/0304 and 0/0305. LRDG W/T
set Leros opened up 00103 hours passed corrupt plain language
message that fighting continuing an isolated areas”™and asking
instructions. Have asked him for more information in cipher.
(C. inC. M_E., 1700583 to W.0.)
Leros fell yesterday evening Ibth.
(C. in C. Levant, 1706313 to Admty. (r) C. in C. Med)
384660 0/0311 17th. Further my 0/0307.* No longer any
doubt many of our forces at Leros have surrendered. Isolated
fighting may still be continuing incl. Portolago area according
to report originated 0203B/17.
tc. in C. M.E. , 17H45Q to W.O0.”~Recd. 1iIn W.R. at 172020
from W.0. *1700208B.

Yugo-Slav Question in your 271835 and C. in C. Levant®s
warships. 302101 was taken up strongly by H. M. Ambassador
with Yugo-slav Gov., who replied they are unable
to withdraw restriction. Are most anxious for
ships to be used against the Germans, but do
not believe that their employment in supplying partisans is
essential.
2. -F.0. not disposed to accept Yugoslav reply particularly
if restriction is still embarrasing your operations to supply
partisans. H.M. Ambassador understands, however, that
partisans may now be disposing of sufficient shipping to meet
their own needs. Even so it may not be enough in future when
there may be considerable increase in supplies by sea.
3. Request your views.
(A.C_N_.S. 170128A to C. in G. Led., Info. C. in C. Levant,
F.O.T.A.)
F.O.L.l. 121545 being passed to Admty. Your 261330 and
302101 and my 271835 none to V._A. Malta also refer.
2. Majority of Naval vessels now in Yugoslav hands or to be
turned over to them from Italians at Malta are small and not
suitable for employment except over short distances in
sheltered waters.
3. It is therefore impracticable to employ Yugoslav Navy on
Med. station unless Yugoslavs can compose. their_differences
between Govt, and partisans and their ships be instructed to
work together in the general Allied cause from bases in the
heel of Italy as required by C. in C. Allied forces.
4. Request you will consider again representing this strongly
to.the appropriate Yugoslav Authorities in Egypt.
5. In event of continued difficulty request information
whether you could.usefully employ any Yugoslav vessels in the
Levant. . y -
(C. Iin C. Med., 171658A to C. in C. Levant, (r) Admty.
V.A. Malta, F.O.T.A_L.I1.)

U/B U-boat believed operating north of Scarpanto
Straits.
(Capt. (3) 1, 170821B to 1st S.F. C. 1in C.
Leyant).

/ATROPO, ..
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CURIE Intend to sail CURIE at 0900A/19th proceeding on

the surface through 038° 00” N., 006° 14” E.,
at 0600A/720th and 043° 00r N. , 006° 1k* E. at
2130A/20th thence as ordered by Capt. (S) 10th
for patrol in zone SU.

(N.O.1.C. Algiers, 171052A to C. 1in C. Med.,
Capt. (S) 10, (R) 10th S.P. , Capt. (S) 8th,
PROTEE, F.0.C. Gib).

Convoy IT sailing date of K.M.S. convoys 1is advanced it

Cycle. v/ould be desirable to advance that of G. U.S.
convoys also in order that westbound convoys shoffl
be evenly spaced. If this were done effect of

proposals in A.M. 151799 would be to advance
everything by one day excepting,
(a) Sailing of U.G. S. convoys from U.S.A. which would continue
as at present.
(B) Sailing of K.M.S. convoys from U.K. which could be advanced
two days.
(2) An equal result could be achieved more simply by advancing
sailing date of K.M_S. convoys by one day ana delaying sailing
date of U.G.S. convoys by one day.
(3) This would go some way to meeting our requirements but
insistance on a minimum layover of 10 days for W.A. escort
groups means a maximum layover of only 7 days for Med. escort
groups. It is therefore considered that sailing date of K.M.S.
convoys should be advanced two days? instead of one.
(4) In any case? it is desirable that M.K.S. convoys arrive
Gib. two days before the R/V with the corresponding S.L. convoy
at C.0.M.P. It is requested therefore that the S.L. convoy
should not arrive at G.O.M.P. before 12 days after the
scheduled date of departure from Freetown. Para. 7 of A_L.
162131 June refers. Recent early arrivals have caused consider-
able difficulty.
(C. in C. Med. , 171144a to Admty. (R) C. in C. W_.A., F.O.C.W_AF.
F.O.1.G. Gib. C. in C. Levant, C. in C. S_.A.)

M.E. and 0Z 3766 17th 1943. Following from C. of S.

S.E.A_C. C.0.S. (M.E.) 442. We have examined question
of using M_.E. as a base for S.E.A_.C. and have
decided as follows:- details.

8. The Army base in the M.E. should not be
reduced so as to prejudice present or future requirements of #
Navy and R.A.F. and Merchant Navy.

(Air Min. 171225Z to Gs. iIn C. M.E. (Reference CC/329) C. 1in C.
India (Reference 78832/003),=S.E.A.C.)

M.K.F.25 A. Sailing telegram part 2. 9 ships.
(Com. N.O.B. Palermo, 1712387).
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Air cover Following message received (begins) Comnavnaw
for Merchant (R) C. in C. Med. from Cominch G.N.O.
vessels. Recent merchant vessel losses in the Mediterran.

by air attack create doubt as to adequacy of
air coverage in your 201152 Oct. War Dept, con-
curs and requests you take up with General
Eisenhower. 101237 (ends).
2. I consider 1 should not be required to accept a situation
in which such a message implying criticism of arrangements
for the security of shipping, should be made to a U.S. Naval
Commander under my command with instructions to take the matter
up direct with General Eisenhower.
3. Whatever the reason for this criticism may be
(A) Arrangements for air cover are the responsibility of the
Air C. in O. and myself conjointly.
(B) Enquiry into its inefficiency, directed to Comnavnaw, as it
was, places both him and me in a difficult position and should mol
I suggest be allowed to recur.
(C. 1n C. Med., 1712*42 to Admty. (R) B.A.D.)

A_H. 9 Al Intend sailing at 0600/19th. Route. Escort
BICESTER, ZETLAND, M.S.C.l1. 22 refers.
(N.O.1.C. Augusta, 1713*4*4A)

CEYLON Onward route from 032° 58” N., 020° 00" E.,
05303/718th thence 349 512, Q.B. 328, 508, 310,
309, 0330/19th thence by inshore route to Port
Said arriving 1030/19th speed of advance 23
knots. Codeword "Sampler'™ normal.
(C. in C. Levant, 171%55B to CEYLON (R) N.O.I.C.
Port Said, F.O.C. Red Sea, C. in C. E.F. E.C.
M.K.F. 26, E.C. G.U.S.22, E.C. K.M.S. 31, R.A.
Alex. S.N.0O.C. N.O.1.C. Tobruk, 201 N.C. Group
212, Group, 235 Wing, 245 Wing, 247 Wing).

Situation B4-7r*4 0/ 36*483 17th. Cositrep 58. 1. Leros.

Aegean. B. Unconfirmed report Germans shooting ltalian
officers p.Ws. C. Ph. R. 16th showed no signifi-
cant change enemy distribution. 2- Ops. Aegean.

a. jugnos. deg special Sitreps 0/0305 0/0307
and 0/0311 all of 17 Nov.. X
B. Samos. Greek Sacred 3gn. was embarked at 1900B hrs. for
Leros, but in view of situation.was disembarked again. *
officers and 167 Ors. Pt. from Leroe have arrived Samos.
C. Kastelorizo. One Ju.88 R/C 111*48 hrs. 16 Nov.
D. Most successful raid on Symi carried out by Det. S.B..S.
night 15/716. Three patrols totalling 11 men penetrated Symi
Town. Follg. damage done. H.Q. at Governors House partially
destroyed. O0O.C.tps killed. Power Sta. partially destroyed.
Four caiques destroyed three dam:ged. Main amn. dump destroyed
Our casualties nil. Fascists casualties 22 incl. 3 Germans.
(C. in C.M_.E. 171700B.)

/38*4723- ==
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Situation 334723 1/36482 17 Nov. Joint Army R_.A_F.Inte
Aegean. Appreciation 24 hours to 1000zZ/17th.
(Contd.) 1 From study recent ph. and visual R/C

eﬁemy shipping in Kos/Kalimno/Lero3 area and in
Cyclades Islands and Piraeus area it is estimated

_ _ _that enemy now has available following _landing
and other similar craft suitable for an operation against Samos

and/or Kastelorizo* Siebel ferries 1 at present believed to be
on passage from Piraeus to probably Leros. Possibility of one
or more Siebel ferries being transferred from Adriatic to Aegean
cannot be excluded. F._Lighters total 8 have been identified in
Kos/Kalimno/Leros area of which 4 were evidently unserviceable
on 14th, since 14th. Navy report sinking 1 F_Lighter night 14/
15 Nov. leaving 3 runners which were all identified in service
by Ph. R. 16th. 1 F.Lighter has been lying at Amorgos (Nikuria
Bay) since 9th evidently unserviceable - possibility cannot be
excluded that some of the unserviceable F_Lighters may be re-
paired and brought back into service. Al30 indications from Ph.
R. that captured British L.C. at Kos being recommissioned. L.C.
Ph. R. 10th showed total 16 L.C. left Levitha/Stampalia and
believed all arrived iIn operational area. 3 L.C. reported sunk
and others damaged by coast defences Leros 12th and further two
landing craft sunk by Navy 15th. Ph. and visual R/C of opera-
tional area 16th showed total 11 L.C. Further two L.C. type
craft were sighted 16th iIn company with Siebel Ferry approaching
Kalimno. Siebel was destroyed by air action but the two L.C.
type craft Escaped and probably reached Kalimno. -urther re-
inforcement of L.C. by rail transport (in sections) to Piraeus
is possible. Escort vessels Ph.- R. shows that enemy now has 1
destroyer and 3 T.Bs. 1in service which"have taken part in Leros
operation. In addition Ph. R. of Kos/Kalimno/Leros area show 4
corvette and trawler, type escort vessels of 100/200 feet. Also
3 armed caiques 60/100 foot 3 E type Boats 100/110 foot 3 motor
escort launches 40 foot*
2. Energy therefore could make immediately available for Farther
operations a total of 1 Siebel ferry 3 F.Lighters 13 L.C. w/ith
an estimated total lift of up to 1500 troops* Also escort vessel
as above.
3. Ph. R- shipPing 16th Piraeus. 0755 and 1200Z hours. Arrived
merchant vessel from 3uda Bay 300 foot. Departures CITTA DI
SAVONA (305 foot) 1 Siebel Ferry destroyed 300 foot seen at
Kalimno by Ph. R. 1105Z/16 quayside activity noted alongside
3 cargo vessels. Cretan ports not covered owing cloud. Rhodes
arrival and departure of cailques again noted. Visual R/C
shipping 17th 0800Z and 0833Z, 2 T.Bs. approaching Kos/Kalirnno/
area separately comin”™ from west.
5. Although indications enemy next move lacking appreciate
enemy has sufficient shipping immediately available to launch
attack on Samos and/or Kastelorizo. Craft lift estimated up to
1500 maximum or approx. 1000 troops with proportion heavy weapons.
These troops believed available in Leros/Kos area. Since enemy
now In possession Leros he will probably attempt run convoy to
Rhodes, earliest possible.

(C. in C.M.E. No T.0.0.)

G.U.3.22* ng telegram, part e 22 ships.

Saili
(N.O.1.C. Port Said 171701.)

/H.A.9*%..
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H A 9« Intend"to sail 21 ships- 1
(N.O.I1.C. Bari 171716. )

M.T.3s. Vosper M.T.Bs. of 7th M.T.B. F« are now completely

worn out and useless. There 1s a good field for

coastal force operation from Corsica and French

are also desirous of obtaining M.T.Bs. to operate
in this area* Request consideration to supply of 9 M.T.B3* to
re- eQU|p 7th F. _and a further 9 for loan_ to the French.

C. C.-Med. 171719A to Admty. (@®) C.C.F.)

NK-F - 26- AYRNC? S 7BS?BNi

X-1.F.4. ¥ ?efegfSeS 7BS2B M i3~

Crews for Arrangements.

It. Ships (€. in C.Med. 171815A to F-O0.C.Gib. F.O-L.I.

In Spanish B.N.A_Madrid, (R) Admty.)

Ports.

Use of It was never the iIntention to employ the Italian
Italian battleship operationally* idea iIs to use her as a
V._"arships. depot cum training ship at Taranto where Italians

consider her presence would be of value to morale.
Time for move to Taranto not yet ripe but will be
proposed later if Italians continue to co-operate.
2. May yet prove tnat there 1is useful work for the cruisers. It
IS recommended tnat no action be taken at present to lay up the
three suggested.
3. Admiralty 072349 refers.
(€. in C.Med. 171818A to Admty. (R) B.A.D. C. in C.Levant.)

BARSPEAR, BARdP11AR can be spared now and BARHOLM about end
BARHOLM. of Dec. Your 100546.
(C. 1n C.Med. 171906A to C- in C-E.F. (R) Admty.
F.O.E-A.C. F.O*Ceylon.)

M.K.F.26/ (corrupt troup). My 141436, 3.0.A. now 12 knots.
X.1.F.4. E.T.A. 033° 08" N. 020° 00" E. 0330/20th.
(C. i1n C.Levant 171931B.)
ROCKWOOD. Pieces unexploded glider bomb taken from ROCKWOOD
have been sent by air to R.A.F. experimental
station Farnborough. Trallln? aerial length 2.1
metres and much damaged very low frequency relays
are main items of iInterest.
(C. iIn C-Levant 171945B to Admty. (R) C« i1n C.Med.)
Italian 17th departed It. ALI3EO, FORTUNATE, ARETU3A, 3IRIO,
Movements. FYTRIGS (as reed.)

(N.O.1.C. Augusta 171950A.)

/CHERRYLEAF. .
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CHERRYLEAF. Sailed with escorts at 2145 today.

(?PENN) 172226 to G. in G.Levant. Cmdre. Levant-
Area Beirut, N.O.1.C. Famagusta.)

Cyprus 17th arrivals PENN, ALDENHAM, BLENCATHRA,
Movements. ROCKWOOD. Arrived and left EOLO (it.).
Departure PENELOPE, CHERRYLEAF.
(N.O.I1.C. Famagusta, Cyprus 172229.)

Levant Up to 1800B/17th. Leros fTell evening 16th.
Situation 2. Movement of reinforcements from Samos la3t
Report No. night in EXMOOR and KRAKOY/IAK cancelled after
112 they had arrived there. These ships joined FURY

in Manaelyah Gulf.

3. M.T.B. striking force patrolling last night

ea3t of Leros sighted nothing but was attacked wi
glider bombs, no hits.
4. ROCKWOOD cleared the Rhodes Channel by daylight today in tow
of BLENCATHRA and due Cyprus this evening, PENN and ALDENHAM

joined off Kastelorizo having withdrawn south from Mandelyah
Gulf after bombarding Kos Roads.

(C. iIn C.Levant 172245B.)

UNRIVALLED. Departed.
(V.A_Malta 172253A.)

Patrols A-move Tforthwith as follows begins:

1st S.F. 1. SOKOL to examine Sitia Bay before complying
with para. 1 of my 161522.
2« P.224 (3ICK}E) to Cape Mala (Morea) thence up
the coast roughly as far as lat. 37° N. finally t

patrol in Piraeus - Milos - Crete route.

3. P.229 SPORTSMAN to patrol approaches to Suda Bay.

4. P.217 olBYL to patrol between Sporades and Gulf Salonika.

5. TORBAY to patrol between Psathura and Strati.

6. My 161555 DZIK arrange to avoid clashing SICKLE and

SPORTSMAN .

B* proceed on surface at your discretion.

(Capt. 3.1 172350B to 1st S.F. (R) C. 1in C.Levant*)

8.N.F.7 Request you will sail convoy at 1630/18 to Oran
Route and arrangements.
(F.O.w.It. 172357A to N.O.1.C. Naples.)
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East Indies.
Naval After discussion with 1).6.0.(1) it is considered
personnel that to Keep requirements of amphibious training
for amphi- in India the following personnel will be needed by
bious the dates given in addition to the personnel
training asked for in my 051133Z Nov. (details).
in India. (C- in C.E.F. 170437Z to Admty. ((R) C. 1in C.E.F.

(3-E.A.C.) Armindia, D.C.1.(1).)
As amended 180229

J.G. 25. SHILLONG arrived escorting J.C.25.
(N.G.S.0.Calcutta 170525Z to Admty.)

S_.E.A. A.226 17th Nov. Daily Opsum No. 612.
Air Report. 15716 Nov. Night 4 Hurricanes Akyab Kaladan
Hunters Bay. Village area. River-craft attacked.

(H.Q.S.JS_.A_A.C. 170558Z to Air Min.)
A.233 18th Nov. Daily Opsum No. 613.

16th Nov. 14th U.3.A_A_F. 1 U.3.Mitchell (B.25) and 12 U.3.
Kittyhawks (P.40) Lichow area. Buildings destroyed many fires
started many river-craft and troop3 attacked. 130 Japs and 50
horses killed. 10 U.3.Liberators (B.24) 2 U.3.Mitchells (B.25)
6 fighters Kowloon Docks. Most bombs west end of Hongkong Island
250 ft. boat sunk. Formation intercepted by 2 enemy fighters.
No damage no claims.

(H.Q.S.E.A_A.G. 170945 to Air Min.)

Daily Opsum No. 612, instalment No. 2.
14th U.3.A_A_F. Nov. 15. 721 U.3.Liberators (B.24) Kcw loon and
Hongkong- Believed successful. 1 A/C lost, 1 A/C force landed
friendly territory. 2 U.3_.Mitchells (B.25) sweep South China Sea
bombed dock Fort Bayaral 6 U.3.Mitchells (B.25) detailed sea
sweep returned early due weather. 6 U.3.Kittyhawks (P.40) offen*-
sive R/C Haiphong. Nov. 16, 15 Liberators (B.24) bombed Kowloon
docks as diversion for 6 U.3.Liberators (B«24) laying mines.
Mission successful. 1 A/C force landed friendly territory- 4
U. 3.Mitchells (B.25) same 2 200 feet freighters near 3t- Johns
Island and scored direct hit on 520 foot vessel.

(S.B.A_A_C. 171030Z to Air Min.)

O.W.7. Arrived Colombo portion escorted by NIZAM.
(N.G.3.0.Colombo 170620Z to Admty.)

TORNU3 (Br.) Unsuccessful torpedo attack 010° 47" N. 059° 54* E
attacked by 1530Z/16.
U/B. (TORNUS 170715Z to Colombo W/T. )

P.A. 61. Sailing telegram parts 1 and 2, 10 ships. Escort.
(N.C.3.0.Hormuz 170740Z to C. in C.E.F.)

Unidentified An undentified aircraft later reported as Twin
A/C over float Monoplane flew over Kilindini harbour at
Kilindini. 0220C/17th. Aircraft apparently approached low

as first picKed up by surface Radar by 160°
17000 yard3 fading at 13,000 but picked up by A_A.

/Radar. m.
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Radar until going away out of range later. Heard
overhead but not seen by shore A.A. Seen overhead
by Newcastle lookouts. Height given varying from
500 to 1,500 feet. No fTire opened. Aircraft
contact faded 48,000 yards by 192°. R.A_P. are
carrying out large A/3 sweep of area.

RAMILLIPS escorted by destroyers ana air being

recalled Kilinaini to arrive in daylight today.
(P.O.E.Af. 170844Z to C» in C»E«F» (3..&.A.C*) (R) R.A.E.F.)

A_B. 20F.

P.B. 63.

Escort
Vessels
administra-
tion.

Kilindini
Convoy Escort
Force, admini-
stration.

Arrived A.B.20F with CITY OF AGRa and GLENGYLE
escorted by BATTLER, NORMAL, NEPAL, ROTHERHAM and
RAPID.

(N.C.S.0. Bombay 170934-Z to Admty.)

Aﬂ Bombay portion, escorted by BALUCHISTAN,
(N.G.3.0.Bombay 1712217 to Admty.)

From now on all R.N. and R.A_N. escort vessels on
East Indies Station other than those administered
by F.O.1.C. E.Af. ana Aznzibar _Cndre. i/c Aden

and S.N.O.P.G. are to be administered by C. in G.
E.F. through Capt. A_B.G.E.F. who is responsible
direct to C. i1n C.E.F.

(C. in G.E.F. 171307Z to F.O.Ceylon, Capt..
A.B«C.E.F. (R Com* R I_.N* F.O.C.R.I_N* Cmdre. 1i/c
Aden, Gombaﬁ .G. F.O.1.C. E.A. & Zanzibar,
Admty. A.C B. )

With reference to E.F.G.0. number 4 and E.F.T_M.
609 ships forming the convoy escort force based at
Kilindini are from now on to be operated and ad-
ministered by the F_O.East Africa.

(. in G.E.F. 1713197 to F.O.E.Af. (R) c. in G.S.A.
Station, Cmdre. 1i/c Aden, Crndre. i1/c Durban, Admty.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies.
ESSO Naval Wireless Admty. Adm. Devonport. De Wax
PITTSBURG, (Hialeah Florida Radio). SSSS DE KFQO S/M attack
Mg it 0039 GOT 13.30 N. 68.25 W. De Wax 170054 (ends).
Report. (Valentia Radio 170123Z to C. in C. Plymouth.)
Operation (V.C_N.S. 170136Z to Cominch (R) N.S.H.Q.) See
of A/C"s in North Atlantic.
North Atlantic.
Manning of 1st Lord 170137A to C_N.S. Canada).
Convoy D.P.S. 171821A to B_.A_M.R.) See Lion Copy.
Escort
Vessels.
T.F.64 Cinclant™s 161320 to Comdesron 19 for action. This
constituted. constitutes Task Forc/s .64, Capt. Conner Comdesron 1

in STEVENSON, Desdiv 37 Comcortdiv 3 in JACOB JONES
Cortdiv 3 inch. STANTON, SWASEY, HOUSATONIC and
also S.C.1345. Nov.24 escort U.G.S.25 to North
Africa from Hampton Roads. When directed by Commorseafron return
Hampton Roads escorting G.U.S.24. Upon arrival direct S.C.1345
report Com. 8th Fleet for further orders. British L.S.E.1 will
sail 1In convoy.
(Comnaveu 171433 to Admty.)

N.S.H.Q. (N.S_H.Q. 171505Z.)
S/M.
Estimate.

YANKEE SWORD YANKEE SWORD U.S. en route Galveston to Baltimore

aground. aground in 030° 56" N. 081° 09" W. 15th Nov.
(N.S_.H.Q. 1715257 to Admty., B_.R_.L.O. Baltimore,
New York, N.C.S.0. Montreal.)

UGANDA, Your 082154, approved on assumption that sufficient

CLEOPATRA. key ratings will be retained in Cruisers to meet
requirements of U.S. Authorities for ships refitting
2. These runner crews cannot be returned to U.S.A.
nor can reliefs be sent from U.K. Both ships must,

therefore, return to U.K. after refit with the reduced complement

remaining on board. 3. Sufficient officers for runner crew should

be available in U.S.A. but following are required in U.K. and

should be used:- Navigating Officers of both UGANDA and CLEOPATRA.

Lieut. B. Kane of UGANDA.

(D.P.S. 171623A to B.A_.M.R., Info. C. in C. Med., F.O.Gib.,

UGANDA, CLEOPATRA.)

AQUITANIA Departed Ambrose 1600zZ/17th Nov. fTor Clyde.
(A.T.74) Little Cumbrae 241300Z. S. of AL 20.5 knots. E.T.A.
(P.D. New York 1716247 to Com. 10th Fleet C. &.R.)

/C.3. ..
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170137A/November
MOdT GECRET message

ouT
To G If. G. Oftavwa
INR) B.A.D. Washington Date 17.11.43
3.A.M.R. Washington
N.M.C.S. Washington

Naval CTyphar Plug
Pi*on Admiralty

Your* 102052/Novembor (Personal to First Sea Lord) and
101703,

The offer of help is greatly appreciated and will,
iIf implemented ao suggested, go a long way to solving our
future problems, but the immediate problem remains.

2. In spite of all the measures we have taken, including
the formation of runner crews from ships refitting, we are
guite unable to man 'o0 to time ho new construction escort
vessels and G-Y,E*£f now being completed in America, and
are obliged therefore to devise immediate measures to meet
this situation.

5. ~-In full recognition of your own difficulties wc put
forward following remarks on, and additions to, the proposals
in your 102052.

4. Uwftt.prn Tifloort Force. If the British and Norwegian-
manned ships in the Western Escort Force could be relieved
now by ships already in service, the British crows of these
ships” would be sent direct to America to man new construct-
ion U.U. built oscort vessels. On paying off, these old
ships would bo laid up in Canadian ports where they could
be surveyed to decide on their futuro employment, and those
suitable for non-oparational duties such as targot vessels
would be British-manned and brought to U.K., the remainder
being laid up in Canada without Care and Maintenance
parties. Later wo would, of course, consider any request
you might make for the use of some of those ships.

5
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2 -

5* British built Frigates. The following points arise from
your offer"lIfo nmanl 10 "of those vossels between now and February

1944:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(0)
6. U.’i.
B.a. 117177 t

Owing to lack of spares and the difficulties of
maintenance, Captain and Loch Glass Frigates and
Castle .Class Corvettes are restricted to the
Atlantic. Therefore all foreign requirements must
for the present be met from River class Frigates.

These ships are suitable for Group Leaders or to
relieve destroyers as the fast ships in Groups.

oUch as are allocated to the Atlantic would therefore
be unlikely to be employed in homogeneous groups.

\Mle appreciate you would prefer escort vessels to
serve in R.G.N. Groups. We could not guarantee this
in North Atlantic at present, but we are more likely
to bo able to arrange it on foreign stations if you
can accept service abroad.

Delays would be involved in steaming these ships
across the Atlantic to Canada.

British built frigates could, however, be made
available between the dates you mention but you will
appreciate that, although we should do our best to
meet your wishes as to their employment, the
restrictions on dispositions of escort vessels are

already so severe that we can not now make a definite
promise.

built Captain Class Frigates. We understand from
hat” from the U t. point of view the difficulties

arising over Lease-Lend might bo overcome.

7. If, instead of British built river class, you could agree
to manning 10 U.S. built Captain Class Frigates, the following
advantages would accrue:-

(a)

These, together with the early release of the Western
Nscort Force, would goalong way to solving our®
immediate problem of manning U.S. new construction
escort vessels.

The delays involved in ferrying River Class Frigates
to Canada would bo avoided.

As all the Captain Class ships are at present restrict
ed to the Atlantic and arc normally employed in
Homogeneous groups, their manning by the R.0.N* is
convenient from both these aspects.

They are, of course, modern in every way.

8.
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fe Fleet Destroyors. It is hoped shortly to give you the
names of the two Fleet Destroyers being allotted to you iIn
accordance with the offer in your 101534 to B.~.D. 1t 1is
suggested that the crews for these two ships should provide
runner crews for U.S. built Captain Class Frigates and that,
if ym agree, the latter should be R.N. commanded so that no
Lease-Lend problem is involved.

o* 0.V.P1a It would be of the greatest assistance if
anything can be done towards providing =the personnel referred
to iIn tgy 061840 para. 1 (e).

10. If you can see your way to adopting any of the above
proposals it is suggested that details should be arranged direct
with 3,A.M_.R. keeping Admiralty informed, particularly with
regard to any proposal which would require approach to U.S.
Government by us on Lease-Lend questions.

. 170137A
for A.CeN.S. (H)

Approved 1st Lord

1st Lord S.0.N.O. (1)
0T @ D. G.ii.A. X

Hd.ofF Air Br
Ad. Binney

) Hd. of M,A.S. (9

Vice Contr. A.S. (0)
Ad. Blake (4)
D. of D.
T1 MT n
Dep.Contr . )
D.H.C. *
D. of D.
Hd, of S_.W.R.

G. "™

D.cf p.72)

P. of p. (Q(3)

D.N.1.U)

D.-O0.D.- D (@)

D.0.D. (MH(®)

D.VU.VA

D. A. U.D.

Hd.of M, ()

N.A. 2nd S.L.

L.P.S.

hd.of C.U.

Hd.of N.

m™~C.R.
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MESSAGE ouT
171821a/N oveniber
ssedB.A.LI1.R. Date: 17.11.45
Info:- G.in G.Western Approaches.
baval Cypher (X) B
From:- lidmiralty.

Your 051434 para. 6.

(J,) This will he done so far as possible.

(B) Arrangements are being made for depots to
signal advance information of crews leaving
U.K.

(C) Confirmed.

(D) Two main parties will be sent at end of
November subsequent parties will be
communicated later. It is hoped that Admiralty
061347 and Admiralty 170137 have sufficiently

informed you of our situation.

171821A.
for D.P.S. (Q.A LL251)
1st Lord N.A.2nd S.L
1st S.L.(2) D.?. S (3)
D»F«S. L. C.V/.(2)
2nd S L. N.
3rd S.L. D, of S.T.(15)
Vice Controller Hd.ofH.rt.S.
4th S.L. Admiral Blake (4)
5th S.L.
V. C.N. 3.
Bath
UWR
0.D. (5)
D*of ?.(3)
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FOREIGN STATIONS*

America & West Indies - Contd.
American Stocks of stores of peculiarly American types
built escort and manufacture are not held iIn Eastern Theatre.
Carriers, Urgent need for provision of maintenance stocks of
stocks of such stores has been discussed with U.S. Navy
stores. representatives now visiting London.

2. Meanwhile, 1t is very important that American
built escort carriers proceeding to Eastern Theatre
should carry outfits of such stores completed to a
reasonable level having regard to the limited stocks held iIn the
U.S. Naval Supply Base at Londonderry.
(4th S_.L. 171934A to R.A. Escort Carriers (E.-F.) (R) C. in C.H.F_,
C. in C.W.A., C. in C.E.F. (S-.E.A.C.) ).

Australia & New Zealand.

Movements. Arrived Port Moresby 15th U.S.S. SHIKELLAMY BROOME
16th U.S.S. VAN GALEN. Departed Milne Bay 15th,
U.S.S.GILMER for Brisbane. Sydney 15th U.S.S.
TOWNSVILLE for Brisbane.
(A.C.N.B. 170807Z.)

Digest Photographs Rabaul Harbour forenoon 15th reveal 3
Serial No.666 destroyers, 5 S/Ms., 1 destroyer tender and 19
Nov.16th. merchant vessels of approx. 84,000 tons.

2. Ref. my serial No.665 Nov. 15th para.5. Further

details enerry shipping reported North Rabaul night

15th indicates Force included 2 destroyers, 2 cargo
vessels and 2 other escorts apparently heading away from Rabaul on
course 300°. This Convoy attacked by 3 different Catalinas over
period of 6 hours. One Catalina reported scoring direct hits with
1,000 pound and 250 pound bombs on large cargo vessel while anothe
Catalina attacking 30 minutes later reported only 5 vessels are in
Convoy. 3. Two Beaufighters made barge sweep South Coast,New
Britain destroying several small craft vicinity Cape Dampier
forenoon 16th. 5. Single Liberator attacked small Coaster 40
miles N_.E. Hansa Bay forenoon 16th scoring 2 direct hits and
probably destroying the vessel. 10. Photographs Toeal (A1 Islands)
indicate airstrip being surfaced and further developed, also 2
small Coasters and several barges nearby. 11. Forenoon 15th 4
Mitchells on sweep around Bougainville coast damaged 1 small
Coaster and destroyed 1 barge and supplies. Three Mitchells also
attacked East Coast following day destroying 3 barges vicinity
Kaeta and straffed villages.
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P_A. 170850.)
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17.11.1943.
Wednesday .

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

Estimated positions.
(D.D.1.0. 171352, 171355.)

Submarines Attacked.

Para. A.1. NENE missed by torpedo at 1000/16th.in

49° 10" N. 25° 40* W. 2. A/C. M/86 attacked S/M on
surface at 0930/16th.in 49° 187 N. 27° 40~ W.

3. A/C. of BITER attacked S/M course 050° at
0434/16th. in vicinity of H.X.265. Para.B. H.M.M/S.

18 attacked possible S/M. without results at 0230/16
in 62° 047 N. 14° 02~ W.

(D.D.1.C. 171101A to Gominch, N.S_H.Q.)
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F.T.

Biscay
Area.

Convoy
S.L.139/
LI.K.S.30.
U-Boat
Attacked*
by "EXE.
CHANTICLEER
damaged.
Striking-
Force lio.31
formed.
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1S.11.19A3.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Hone Commands.

I. Capt. D.17 in ONSLOW with 6 Destroyers left
Seidisfiord at 2318A last night to escort Convoy
J. W.54A to the Kola Inlet. C.S.1 iIn KENT with
BERMUDA and JAMAICA, who will form the Cruiser
Covering Force in the Barents Sea, arrived at
Seidisfiord at 1636A today; and V_.A.2 in ANSON,
with TUSCALOOSA and 4 U.S. Destroyers, who will
form the Battle Fleet cover S.W. of*Bear Island,
arrived at Akureyri at lodaA.

2. An A/C of 19 Group attacked and apparently
disabled a U-Boat at 0355 today about 430 miles
West of Cape Finisterre.

3 (& At 11012 today EXE (S.0. of E.G.40
escorting Convoy S.L.I39AAK.S.30) attacked a
U-Boat 2 miles ahead of the Convoy, about 480
miles W. by S. of Lisbon, and re-joined at 12312
after making five attacks. It is possible that
the U-3oat was lightly rammed by EXE during a run
in to attack.

(b) At 1535Z PHEASANT (S.0 of E.G.7 supporting
the Convoy) reported that CIIAETICLEER had beer-
torpedoed about 500 miles West of Lisbon; but
CHAI TICLEER at 1032Z considered that her damage
had been caused by the explosion of a war-head an
board the U-Boat which appeared to be stopped and
was being attacked by CRANE. CHANTICLEER,
screened by GAELICS and CRANE 1is being® towee by
the Salvage Steamer SALVEDA towards the Azores,
and the Tug JAUNTY 1is sailing from Gibraltar to
assist. The casualties in CHANTICLEER, most of
whose stern is blown off, are believed to be 2
officers and 26 ratings dead or missing and one
rating seriously wounded.

(c) Further U-Boats are believed to be near the
Convoy: and at 1449A C. in C. r.A. ordered the
3rd, , 4th, 5'th, and 40th. Escort Groups with
FENCER, WINCHELSEA, and WATCHMAN to form a
striking-Forc*e NO.31 for operation in the area.
I1.Q. Coastal Command, also have asked 247 Group
(Azores) to use the maximum possible effort to-
night and tomorrow night, as It is thought the
present situation will develop into the biggest
U-Boat battle we have had and the outcome may
have critical results on future Gibraltar convoys.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Lediterranean .

4. SS. UMPIRE DUNSTAN was torpedoed and sunk by
a U-Boat at 1617 today in 30»24 N. 17.40 E.
(S.E. of Cotrone) and subsequently sank.

5. @ LI.T.E's and M.G.B"s carried out sweeps
in the Leros/Kos area last night.

(b) An evacuation scheme by caique from Leros is
in operation.

(©) Nearly all British troops in Samos having

been thrown iInto Leros it has been decided to

withdraw the remainder except a Brigadier and

small staff, who will stay for the time being and

command the Greeks and Iltalians.

(d) Destroyers in the area withdrew last night,

being short of fuel. Three more are proceeding
into the Aegean tonight, to lay up and be

available for anything that may be required.

There are a number of coastal craft in the area,

but their situation and state i1s obscure, due

to difficulties of communication.

(e Three M_T.B’s from Llandelyah Gulf arrived at

Kastelorizo today.

() Heavy air attacks were reported on Vathi,

Samos, today.

East Indies.

6. SS. SALIBRIDGE, Colombo for Aden independently
was torpedoed and sunk by a large Japanese

U-Boat at 15257 today in 11.25 N. 47.25 E (about
160 miles south-east of Aden). The submarine
remained iIn the vicinity for 12 hours.
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HOME COMMANDS.
Movements.
MALAYA. Sailed IVvIALAYA escorted by TANATSIDE and MELBKEAK.

(C. in C.Plymouth 181023A to C. in C.W.A.)

3/M MOve- Positions of submarines at 0300A/19 and move-
ments. merits for following 24 hours-
(P.0_.3. 131722A, 191024A, 191218A.)

S™A ROVER. Request you will sail SEA ROVER for Gibraltar
about 25tn November. My 161332 October.
(p-0.S. 181806A to Capt. 3*3.)

RICHELIEU. P.C. and 3. at 1500A/18th, 050° 58~ 017° 32°
(7065°) 17 knots. E.T.A. Butt of Lewis 0330A/20th
Your 151(?713) refers.

2. RICHELIEU can communicate with aircraft on
convoy R/T and ship - aircraft M/f wave only.

3. My P.C. and 3. at 2000A/18th, 050° 40~ 014° 29" 100° 23 knots.
ORIBI in company.
(PIORUN 182001A to C. in C.H.F.)

Operations.

V.P. My 170936A. Force returned at 0100 today owing
Operations. to engine defect.
(A.C.0.3. 180150 to Admty.)
My 051540. Sail at 0935A today M.T.B.138 (3*0.)
and 623.
(A.C.0.3. 131041A to Admty.)

Operation Sailed Seidisfjord at 2318A/17 Capt. D.17 in -
F.T. ONSLOW, OBEDIENT, IROQUOIS, ORWELL, IMPULSIVE,
HURON, Ha IDA in company.
(A.C.1.C. 180216A to H.F.)
Reference report of 18 Group aircraft time 181012.
Can assist with 13 Tarpons which could be at'"3urnburgh first
light tomorrow. Fighter cover essential but cannot be provided
from F_A_A. resources in Orkneys.
(C. in C.H.F. 181307 to 18 Group.)
SeiaisTjord arrival C.3.1 in KENT with BERMUDA and JAMAICA
in company.
(A.C.1.C. 181636A to H.F.)
Akureyri arrivals, 1. V_A.2 in ANSON with FORREST, HOBSON,
CORRY, FITCH. 2. TUSCALOOSA.
(A.C.1.C. 181846A to H.F.)

Ba

Pa%rol Have attached U/B with depth-charge. U/B on
U-Boat surface, position 43° 08* N* 21° 17* W* apparently
attacked disabled.

by A/C* (A/C Duty D. 180355 to 19 Group.)

Am over enemy submarine position 43° 10* N* 20° 50’
W. surfacel, course 040.
(A/C Duty D. 180400 to 19 Group.)

/D/172
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Operations.
Bay Patrol. D/172 sighted and attacked U-Boat in 43° 10* N.
U-Boat 20° 50" W. course 310° speed 5 knots. On surface

attacked by when sighted at 0400Z/16.

A/C* (Contd.) (247 Group 180355Z to H. Q.C.C.)
Disposition at 132000. 1. GLASGOW 045° 32 016°
40 through 043° 10” 017° 03" thence 053° 18 kts.
(C. 1n C.Plymouth 181455A to Ships.)

S/M Patrcl3. Re?uest you will sail submarines from Lerwick as
follows:

1. ULA at 0900A/20 through 090° Muckle Flugga 15
miles thence direct to vicinity 062° 18* N. 004°
35 E. to carry out operation "Epsom."
2« VIKING at 1200A/21 through 090° Muckle Flugga 10 miles thence
direct to patrol line LL. Object is O.H. 200 (2) F» and A.
(Capt. 3.9 181011A to 3.0. S/M Lerwick.)

Operation F.T. Russian naval 3taff intend to send submarines
to area two and two A if these are not occupied by British
submarinese

(S.B.N.O.North Russia 181050A to Admty.)

Your 181050 not to all addressees*

Areas 2 and 2A are occupied by British submarines.

2* 1t is the intention to occupy those zones for the passage of
all North Russian convoys this winter.

3. Request you will arrange for Russian submarines not to
operate west of 28 30~ E.

(D.O0.D.H. 181631A to 3.B.N.O.North Russia.)

Positions of submarines at 08COA/19th and movements for
following 24 hours.

A. SATYR as in my 151752.

B. VENTURER 69° 02 N. 11° 02 E* probably on surface, speed 8
knots course 210°

C. STORM on patrol off Hjelmsoy.

D. SEANYMPH on patrol off Ingoy.

E. SCEPTRE 71° 03" N. 22° 08" E. to patrol position off Soroy.

(F.0.3. 181722A to Admty.)

As it is understood that R.A.(D) wishes to employ 0.15 on
21st November A.C.0.S. 1is requested to sail her to arrive Lerwick
22nd November.

2. Capt. 3.9 is requested to sail 0.15 on 26th November for patrol
line EE. (?CE.) F. and A. returning to Lerwick 10th December.

(F.0.3. 182036A to A.C.0.3.)

Coastal 1. Orders for night 13th/19th November.
Force A. 3 M.G.Bs. from Newhaven carry out anti E-Boat
Patrolse patrol 10 mile3 south of convoy route abreastC.W. Vii

between Eastern limit of command and E»A»5 buoy
from 2300A to 0700A.
B. CHASSEURS 10, 41 patrol Q.Z.S. 334 between F.

and E.A.5 Buoys.

C* M.L. 291 i1mmediate notice St. Helens.

D. 3TEVEN3TONE immediate notice Yarmouth.

E. 3 M.Ls. from Portland patrolling 50° 15 N. between 2° 10® W.

and 2° 357 W.
(G« 1n C.Portsmouth 181248A.)

/M.Ls.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.

M.Ls. 139 and 140 2 miles south of D.Buoy.
M.o.Bs. 3.2 and 41 at No. 7 Buoy, E-T.D. 1800,
E.T.R. 2130.

M.T.Bs. 413 and 431 from Rarn3gate at Newcome Buoy
proceeding to 2 mile3 south east of C. one Buoy,
E.T.D. 1645, E.T.R. 0230/19.

(V.A.Dover 181609A to Admty.)

In view of possible operations in near future with
FURIOUS on Norwegian coast | consider it necessary
she should have Martlet V aircraft with wing

tank to enable them to escort the T.B.F. aircraft
throughout a strike.

(C. in C.H.F. 182005A to Admty.)

Casualties & Defects.

M.M.3.1023 reports that she sustained damage to
Port quarter bulwark during passage through
Caledonian Canal 17th November.

(R.N.O.Fort William 181050A to N.O.I.C. Aultbea.)

At 1730A/15 a tank lighter wa3 sighted in 063°

34* H. 022° 42' W. drifting south east.
If seen lighter should be recovered and brought

to Reykjavik.
(A.C.1.C. 181117A to COTILLION.))

SAL-uDIN propellor now free. etain her in accor-
dance with your 171408.
(N.O.l1.C. Aultbea 181241A to C. in C.H.F.)

Tug RAMIER is to be routed from Plymouth to Scillii
for salvage operations on L.C.T.354.

(D. of Salvage 181931A to C. in C.Plymouth.)

Admiralty's 171804A. TRACKER is now at Argentia.
Propose ship proceeds direct to U.3.A. from
Argentia for reblading of rotors to be carried out'
(C. in CeW.A. 131951A to -ndmty.)

Departure at 1940 tug HEADMAN to assist 33.

EMPIRE 3EDOE. Anchored in position 130° Flamborou”
Head 15 miles with engine trouble.

(F.O.Humber 182005.)

My 130620A. SIDMOUTH in collision with 3T.
MELLONS when leaving oiler today. Damage will not
be made good in time to sail tomorrow.

(M/3 9 182215A to C- in C.Nore.)
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