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MOST SEOHST M E S 3 A G E IN

From B.A.D. Washington, Date 16.10,41,

Reed. 0615. 

NAVAL GATHER D Ly T'/P

Addressed Admiralty, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa repeated C.O.A.C. 
Halifax.

IMPORTANT

766.
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1549 Z/8. Following are revised 

arrangements (a) ?20 thousand troops embark in U.K. 
in 9 British transports to arrive Halifax 7th November 
to tranship into 6 U.S. transports: (b) U.S. will 
provide escort from mid ocean meeting point to 
Halifax. No repetition no cargo or vehicles or guns 
will be carried apart from baggage and equipment to 
be loaded as follows: quantity in tons deadweight.

Ship

WEST POINT

ggage Equipment

200 150
200 210
180 220
60 90
70 80
50 70

' MOUNT VERNON ̂
-ORIERASAoftlz/76fl 

j-TDICKMAN 
LEONARDWOOD

(ii) Request transhipment programme including time 
and date U.S. transports should arrive Halifax and 
proposed date and time of departure may be signalled
by N.S.H.Q. Ottawa to B.A.D. Washington for communication 
to U.S. authorities.

(iii) Request Admiralty inform N.S.H.Q. 'Ottawa and 
C.O.A.G. Halifax distribution of army units in 
transports and requirements for distribution in U.S. 
transports,

(iv) 2 Bofors guns for each U.S. transport will be 
sent from U.K. Request N.S.H.Q. Ottawa arrange for 
them to be mounted at Halifax without delaying sailing 
of convoy.

2011R/15
Advance copy sent to Duty Captain, D.O.D.(H)

and D.T.D.
1st Lord 
1st S.L. 
V.G.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (H) 
A.C.N.S. (F) 
A.C.N.S.(T) (2) 
AoC.N.S.(W) 
N.A.lst S.L. 
'D.of P. (2)

D.O.D.(F) 
D.D.C.D.(F) 
D.O.D.(H) for 

action 
D.D.O.D.(H) 
D.N.I.(4) 
D.A/S.W. 
D.G.D.
I.P.(2)

W.D.
Duty Captain (2) 
Head of M.(13)
D. D.I.C.
E. P.S.
D.T.D.(2)
D.T.D.(M)
D.of S.T. 
N.I.D.10 (P
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HOME COHHANDS.

1 5 . 1 0 . 1 9 4 1 .
W e d n e s d a y .

S h i p p i n g ;  a n d  C o n v o y s  -  c o n t d .

A s  L o c h  E w e i s  f u l l  S . C . 4 7  U . i s  t o  b e  e s c o r t e d  
t o  O b a n .  E s t i m a t e  S . G . 4 7  U . w i l l  m e e t  0 . N . 2 6  
a t  a b o u t  0 3 3 0 A / 1 6 .  ( 0 .  i n  G . W .A. 2 3 4 9 A / 1 5  t o
EGLAN TIN E. )

FOREIGN ST A TIO N S.

R a i d e r s .

S u p p l e m e n t i n g  2 0 3 5 A / 7  a n d  1 2 0 5 A / 1 0 .  
( D . D . I . C .  1 8 2 7 A / 1 5  t o  G s  i n  C . )
S e e  L i o n  C o p y .



SECRET. OUT.
1827A/15 October, 

MESSAGE.
To G. in 0. Home Fleet. 536. Date: 15.10,41.

N. S.H.Q. Ottawa. 384.
New Zealand Naval Board. 616 
BRITMAM 940.
F.0.0. North Atlantic. 456.
O. in C. South Atlantic. 583.
N. O.i.C. Slinonstown. 635.
R.A. South America Division. 459.
O. in 0. America & West Indies. 769. 
Australian Commonwealth Naval Board. 930 
C. in C„ China. 75.
0. in 0, East Indies. 248.
ALIJSNA.
SPENAVO.

NAVAL CYPHER (D)

From Admiralty.
NITE.

My 2035A/7 and 1205A/10.
(1) R.F.A. EROCMDALE heard gunfire near Abrolhas 

Rocks on 12th October. H.M.S. BIRMINGHAM proceeded to 
investigate. No further report received.

(2) U.S. WARRIOR over-due since 2/10 at Capetown 
from Trinidad. Equally likely Render or U-boat 
casualty.

(3) No confirmation that STAMATIOS G. EMBIRICOS 
was raider casualty except Swedish PACIFIC overdue 
since 9/10 at Colombo from Aden. This ship very old 
and may still arrive.

(4) large unidentified 2 funnelled vessel sighted 
off Samoa 0430Z/4 and of Niuafoou Island, 375 miles 
N.E. of Suva 0040Z/9. Two squat funnels, 2 masts, 
straight bow, cruiser stern. Hull painted dirty 
white. If this vessel is German there must be two 
units in Western Pacific, one possibly a supply ship, 
in view of my 2035A/7 Para. 4. One funnel probably 
dummy,

(5) My 1857A/30/9, Para. 3. No silhouette of 
STEIERMARK available. 9,400 tons, 524 feet length. 
Raked bow, probably half-cruiser half-counter stern. 
Flush decked from break of forecastle to stern.

Two masts,/



-  2 -

Two masts, fairly fat round funnel close abaft square 
bridge superstructure. Four pairs tall typically 
German sampson posts, two forward, two aft but these 
probably removed or cut down. General impression 
similar to ANTILLA 1940 TALBOT DQOTH No. 50.

■fillkef- T*©o !?7

1827A/15. 
for D.D.I.C.

(Green Line 8)

Approved A.C.N.S.(F)
1st Lord.
1st S.L.
4th S.L.
V. C.N.S.
A.O.N.S. (H)
A.C.N. S. (F)
A.O.N.S. (T)(2)
A. Co N.S.(W)
Nav. Soc.
N. A. 1st S.L.
Gapt. Pirn, Admiralty House.
Ops.(3)
O. D.(5)
D.N. I. (4)
D.T.D. (4).
D.T.D.'(M)
D.T.D. (0)
0. 1.0.(4) , '
D. of P. ( 3 > ^
D.A/S.V/J^
1. P.C3T
W. BT
D. P.D.
D.S.D.(2)
M. (2)
A.E. (3) and to pass to SPENAVO.

11!

€1

4



MOST SECRET

V/ar D ia r y .

S i n k - a t - 3 i g h t  
Zones*

LOCH Q3KAIG 
(dama g e d  by  A /C j. ^

I t a l i a n  
2 -M an"3 /M s.

JONQUIL.
COREOPSIS.

M O N ,
HILARY.

CROOME

SEVERN

GERIvlANIA.

Enemy
Des t r o y e r *
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1 5 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 .
W ed nesday .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

N o r th  A t l a n t i c .
A .C .N .S . ( F ) ,  0 0 4 4 A /1 5  t o  P .O .C .N .A . (S e e  M ed).

D e p a r tu r e  0100  SBNNEN, TOTIAND. Y our 1 9 2 3 /1 4 . 
(N .T . i n  W .D .) A r r i v a l  LOCH OSKAIG. 
( P .O .C .N .A .,  021 0A /1 5  to  A dm ty ).

My 0 9 2 8 A /9 . A s e c o n d  I t a l i a n  2 man s u b m a r in e  w as 
r e c o v e r e d  by  S p a n is h  d i v in g  p a r t y  a . m . / l 3  i n  
3 4 2 ° . 1 2 .6  c a b l e s  N o r th  M ole L ig h t .
C r a f t  a p p e a r e d  s i m i l a r  t o  one r e c o v e r e d  on  8 /1 0  
b u t  c l o s e  o b s e r v a t i o n  w as p r e v e n te d  by  
S p a n is h  a u t h o r i t i e s .
( P .O .C .N .A .,  11 2 2 A /1 5  t o  A d m ty ).

D e p a r tu r e s  JONQUIL, COREOPSIS e s c o r t i n g  N o rw e g ia n  
t a n k e r  SANDAR u n t i l  d a r k /L 9 , t h e n c e  t o  R/V 
N o rw e g ia n  t a n k e r  VELMA l ^ e s c o r t ^  to  G i b r a l t a r .  
( P .O .C .N .A .,  1 2 1 2 A /1 5  to  A dm ty)

MARON p a t r o l  U . l  V .1 e a s t  o f  0 2 0 °  w est.H ILA R Y  on 
p a t r o l  H .X .3 .
S i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  n o . 3 a t  1 9 5 6 A /1 5 .
( P .O .C .N .A .,  122 8A /1 5  t o  N .A . S t n ) .

My 1540A /12  p a r a .  3 . D e p a r tu r e  1 2 2 7 /1 5  CROOME. 
( P .O .C .N .A .,  1 4 1 2 A /1 5  t o  A dm ty) S ee  a l s o  U -b o a t  
C am paign .

S a i l e d  f o r  F re e to w n  r o u t e d  E a s t  o f  ( ? C a n a ry  
I s l a n d )  th r o u g h  0 2 0 ° 4 8 ’ 0 1 8 °  0 0 ' 13 k n o t s ,  
th e n c e  a s  o r d e r e d  by  C. i n  C. 3 o u th  A t l a n t i c .  
SEVERN s a i l i n g  w i t h  10?o f u e l  s h o r t a g e  o w in g  t o  
l e a k y  t a n k .  ( P .O .C .N .A .,  1 6 3 0 /1 5  t o  C. i n  C. S .A ) .

German t a n k e r  GERMANIA r e a d y  t o  l e a v e  T e n e r i f f e  
any  m om ent. S o u rc e  s p e c i a l  o b s e r v e r .  B .2 .
(N .A . M a d r id , 1 6 4 9 /1 5  to  A d m ty ).

A i r  r e p o r t  one  d e s t r o y e r  0 4 5 °  1 3 ' N . , 0 0 8 °  0 6 ' W. 
050 ° 30 k n o ts  a t  1 2 2 7 A /1 5 . ( P .0 .  C .N .A . , 173 4A /1 5  
to  A d m ty ).

/G erm an ,
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War Diary.

German 
Report of 
Convoy.

CHANTILLY.

MAURETANIA.

report 
Mfv. RIPLEY.

EAGLE.

15.10.1941.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
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North Atlantic. - Contd.
U.3. Charge D ’Affaires has received reliable 
information from a secret source that local 
German secret agents have ascertained that 
a convoy composed of American (sic) ships is due 
to pass through Straits of Gibraltar (course not 
stated) between 15/10 and 18/10. Ships thereon 
proceeding at night. There can presumably be no 
convoy of ’’American" ships so this may refer 
to one of our convoys?
(Consul General, Tangier, 1820/15 to F. O.I.C. 
Gibraltar).

South Atlantic.

Your 1911/11 (?) No objection to CHANTILLY 
being diverted via Pointe Noire if it is 
impracticable to provide for movement from 
Pointe Noire to Freetown. Suggest one of 
vessels referred to in my 1227/1 to C. in C.
3.A . , only might be used on her return voyage 
to Freetown. (D.3.T., 0650A/15 to C. in C. S.A.)

Your 1626/13. Consider it most desirable to take 
this opportunity of carrying out docking and 
repairs to MAURETANIA. (D.S.T., 0744A/15 to 
F.O.I.C. Simonstown).

RIPLEY made an R R R R message in 030° 5 0 ’ S . , 
015° 54' E . , at 0935/15. Coded cancellation 
received considered genuine.
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1247Z/15)
RIPLEY Raider Report. This was JUMNA.
(JUMNA, 1030/15 to C. in C. S.A.)

Your 1235/26 (N.T. in W.R.). Is it the intention 
that EAGLE should return to South Atlantic 
Station on completion of refit?
(C. in C. S.A. , 1143N/15 to Admty).

/Minesweepers. •..
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War Diary.

Minesweepers
for
3_._ Africa,

Convoy
Escorts.

D3V0NSHIRE.

3. L. 90

W.S.12
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

15.10.1941.
Y/ednesday.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
My 1303/14 (para 4) (A) Contact M/3., for 31 
read 37. (F.O. I.C. Simonstown, 1147B/15 to 
Admty).

Following escort arrangements are intended:
(i) Durban portion W.S. 12 to Durban, DEVONSHIRE.
(ii) Capetown portion V/.S.12, Cape to Durban, 
DERBYSHIRE.
'(iii) 24 Gold Coa3t Brigade
ALCANTARA.
(iv) 24 Gold Coast Brigade, 
HAWKINS.

> Durban to Cape, 
Cape to Takoradi

DEVONSHIRE requires quick docking at either 
Durban 2/11 or Simonstown about 4/11 if possible. 

?24 Gold Coast Brigade convoy to be known as 
C.F. 3 from date of leaving Durban.
(C. in C. S.A., 1345N/15 to N.O.I.C. Simonstown).

V/ill form part of South Atlantic Command and 
will be administered by C. in C. S.A. Stn.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1351N/15 to S.A. Stn).

Departure October (15th) with VANSITTART, ASTER, 
ARMENIA. 3TAR//ORT, CYCLAMEN, (?GURKHA)
(S.0.(l) Freetown 2211N/15 to Admty).

My 2201N/14 (N.T. in W. D.) Your 2153A/15 to 
3.0. (I) Freetown only. For convoy V/.S. 14 
read convoy W.S.12. (S.0.(I) Freetown 2345N/15 
to Admty).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Genoa
Sink-at-sight 
Zone.

Mediterranean.
Your 1058/7. Question of extending zone off 
Genoa is under constant review, but politically 
the moment is not opportune for raising the 
question. Only with difficulty has consent been 
obtained to attacks on Spanish vessels within 
existing Mediterranean zones.
2. Any new extension to existing zones must be 
declared owing to possibility of French or Spanish 
vessels being attacked therein. Inclusion of 
Corsica in any declared extension is likely to 
have serious political repercussions in Vichy, 
which might go so far as active countermeasures 
by French Fleet. This is unacceptable under 
present conditions.
3. Permission is, however, being sought to apply 
instruction in para. 5 of A.T. 2021/20/2 to 
territorial waters of Metropolitan France and 
Corsica.
4. A consolidated version of Sink-at-Sight 
instructions for the Mediterranean will be 
issued shortly.
(A.C.N.S. (F) 0044A/15 to F.O.C.N.A. )

TALISMAN. 
TETRARCH. 
REGENT.

Your 1425B/2. Examination of TALISMAN port 
engine show that cracks have extended slightly 
in last patrol but vessel is still considered fit 
for service. Propose therefore that TETRARCH 
should proceed to U.S.A. for refit leaving 
Alexandria 17/10 to Malta direct carrying stores 
thence on to Gibraltar after one or two days, 
thence direct to U.S.A. Further propose that 
REGENT on completion of rest period after 
present patrol should sail about 5/11 with stores 
for Malta thence to Gibraltar thence to U.K. 
as necessary to embark special gear for silencing 
thence to U.S.A.
(Capt. S.I., 0851B/15 to C. in C. Med)
Approved. (C. in C. Med., 1129B/16).

Tobruk. Minesweeping summary week ending 12/10.
One minelaying raid, two non parachute mines 
laid outside harbour. Mines swept. Two red 
magnetic together 5/10 by LL double pulsing 
thought laid 30/9.
(S. B.N.O. Tobruk, 1032B/15).

/A. 2
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Y/ar Diary.

A. 2 and A. 7 
Sunk*

New type 
mine.

Enemy Units 
THORN. ”

OTUS.

Benghazi
bombed.

P. 51
UNIQUE.
UPRIGHT.

15.10.1941.
'Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

362

Mediterranean. - Contd.

My 2304/12, para. 2.
Lighters A.2 and A.7 left Tobruk at 1900/11 
after unloading and have not been reported 
since. Air search has revealed no trace. Both 
lighters now presumed sunk probably to enemy 
U-boat or aircraft during night 12/13. Fear 
no survivors. Recent Italian claims may refer. 
(G. in G. Med., 1033B/15 to Admty).

N.L.O. Black Sea reports new type of enemy mine 
found near Odessa. Said to be fired either by 
magnetism or shadow by means of photo-electric. 
Details have been asked for. Russian ask whether 
we have information of any other new type enemy 
mine. (Adm. Miles, Moscow, 1054C/15 to Admty)

My 2317B/14 to THORN only. Confirmed convoy 
of two ships with destroyer escort will pass 
through following position at time stated. 1900 
B/15, 284 midday 106. 0500B/16 241 midday 110.
E.T.A. 032° 02' 020° 04’, 0001B/17.
(Gapt. 3.1., 1100B/15 to THORN, REGENT).

OTUS with cargo of fuel sailed from 
32° 0 5 ’ 20° 01' 14th for 32° 4 5 ’ 22° 4 0 ’. 
(Capt. 3.1., 1121B/15 to TORBAY).

Night 13/14. 11 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi 
Harbour. Day 14/10. 5 Blenheims attacked a
landing ground near Gambut. 6 Marylands bombed 
Benghazi Harbour in afternoon causing explosion 
and large fire on Juliana Mole between coal 
store and seaplane base. (H. Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1123/15

P.31 adjust speed to make passage 038° 00' 011° 
44' to 037° 16' 012° 56' submerged on 19th 
thence direct by N.W. (?) passage to arrive 
Marsamxett before dark on 20th. UNIQUE leaves 
patrol p.m./l7 through 038° 40* 011° 50' to make 
same passage as above on 20th to arrive 21st. 
UPRIGHT leaves Malta p.m./18 making N.W. passage 
through Q.B.B. 65 during daylight 19th then 
to operate West of 012° 00*. P.31 to attempt
S.S.T. communication to 19th. Movements of 
RORQUAL follows. (Gapt. S.10 1255A/ l 5 t o  UNIQUE 
P.31).

/LE TRIOMPHANT. ..
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Y/ar Diary.

LB
TRIOMPHANT.
LEOPARD.

LL Sweepers

3 6 3

FOREIGN STATIONS.

15.10.1941.
V/ednesday.

Mediterranean. - Gontd.
LE TRIOMPHANT 1900M/9 and previous signals. 
Following programme for LE TRIOMPHANT has been 
agreed between Admty and Adm. Comdg. F.N.F.L. 
for passage from Pacific to Mediterranean. 
Auckland 28/10 - 1/11, Noumea 4 - 9/11,
Brisbane 11 - 12/11, Port Darwin, 18 - 19/11, 
Batavia 23 - 24/11, Singapore 25 - 28/11, Colombo 
2 - 4/12, Aden 10/12, Suez 13/12.
G. in C. China is requested to arrange for the 
call at Batavia with N.E. I. authorities.
Adm. Gomdg. F.N.F.L. requests that on arrival 
in Mediterranean LE TRIOMPHAnT should visit 
Alexandria and Beirut.
F.F.S. LEOPARD will also leave U.K. on completion 
of repairs in December for Eastern Mediterranean 
where she and LE TRIOMPHANT will form a division 
•under orders of C. in C. Med.
(A.C.N.S. (F) 1412A/15 to C. in C. Med., etc).

-Your 1837A/13. Vital importance of Abadan 
oil supplies and difficult local conditions for 
sweeping make it essential that a nucleus LL 
force should be established there before the 
threat develops. Such a force is now either 
there or on the way, SNAPDRAGON has been ordered 
to join you by A.M.1543A/14. Until situation 
deteriorates it is not intended to divert any 
more to that area. Passage of reinforcements 
has been delayed largely by breakdowns and follow 
ing is the actual situation today:- 
Y/halers CALM and HAILSTORM "LL" S.A. no tails 
arrived Aden 12/10.
Trawlers, CORDELA and NORSE "LL" S.A. arrived 
Durban 6/10.
Trawler LORD M I N  "LL" S.A. left Capetown 9/10. 
167 Group "LL" due to complete in South Africa 
15/10.
Y/haler FIRMAMENT "LL" S.A. no tail left Lagos
10/10.
Y/haler DAYBREAK "LL" S.A. no tail arrived 
Lagos 12/10.
Group 168 comprising NOBLE NORAH, EGELAND 
JOHN V/ILLIAM30N and TRANSVM/IA on passage to 
fit out in Mediterranean . A further 12 "LL" 
trawlers are due to leave U.K. this year for the 
East and will be allocated later.
(A.C.N.S. (F) 1756A/15 to C. in C. Med).

/Return,
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

15.10.1941.
V/ednesday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Your 1409B/5 to F. 0. H. As a result of recent 
experience in Mediterranean, what amendments 
are proposed to para 13 of 3.P. 02312(2)? 
(D.8.D., 1810A/15 to G. in G. Med).

Night 14/15 Oct. 1 alert 0212 to 0327 hours, 9 
raiders approached, only 4 crossed Coast, bombs 
on land and in sea, no damage or casualties. 
Hurricanes up no illuminations no interceptions. 
(R.A.F. , Malta, 1830/15).

4
Day 15/10. 34 Swordfish despatched attack
7000 ton M/V (see my 1.180 14/10) sighted 
same- towed by tug 0600 hours 012° Zuara 70 miles, 
course 3.V/. One A/C launched torpedo 0025 hours 
result unobserved remaining A/C saw tug only 
0050 hours. All aircraft returned. This M/V 
not seen todays Reccos.
(R.A.F. , Malta, 1830/15).

Information good diplomatic source (?Germans) 
(?Italians) evacuated Montenegro in face of 
(?local) rioting. Bar bombarded from sea.
German Air Force co-operated all reprisals Bosnia. 
Continuous bombing completely destroyed Uzice. 
(?Montenegro) rioting Iabbc west of (?Belgrade) 
(M.A. Ankara, 2C22/L5 to W.0.)

Following for C. in C. from Chiefs of Staff No. 
182.
1. King of Yugoslavia has made a personal and urge 
appeal to the Prime Minister for assistance
to be given to guerilla forces now fighting in 
his country.
2. From our point of view revolt is premature, 
but patriots have thrown their caps over the 
fence and must be supported by all possible means.
3. Help can only come from M.E$ important you 
should do all you can as quickly as you can.
Please inform us what you are already doing and 
what further help you can give without prejudice 
to other operations, also whether we can do any
thing from this end. Patriots report that aero
dromes at Preljina, Chachak, and Pozega are in 
their hands, and their headquarters is at Suvobor. 
(V.C.N.S. , 2206A/15 to C. in C. Med).
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monsters.

SNAPDRAGON.
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3CHARNH0R3T. 
(German.)

365
15.10.41.
V/ednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Your 0606Z/8 (N.T. in W.D.) See my 14438/ G of 
3/10. According to information received from 
Tiflis Mission useless sending Officer until 
Russians agree. To War Office only. In view of 
probable importance naval situation Caspian 
request you obtain early sanction from Russians. 
(C. in C.India, 0035/15 to C. in C.E.I., 
repeated W.O.)

Your 1852/14 para. 3. Para. 1, concur with your 
proposals. Escorts can only be provided from 
Durban or vicinity of Durban in each case.
Para. 2. Intend ARONDA and STRATHEDEN to 
be known as convoy C.M.18.
(C. in C.E.I., 0800Z/15 to P.S.T.O., Simonstown.)

Your 1626/13 either alternative suits providing 
20-knot convoy is not run before 14/11.
(C. in C.E.I., 0802Z/15 to F.O.I.C. Simonstown.)

Admty., 1543/14. (i) Comply. (ii) Report 
intended programme for SNAPDRAGON.
(C. in C.E.I., 0804Z/15, to S.N.O.P.G.)

Your 0634Z/13/10/41. Intended programme leave 
Cape of Good Hope P.M./16, leave Durban 
P.M./21, leave Mauritius P.M./28, arriving at 
Colombo 6/11.
(DRAGON, 1412B/15 to C. in C.E.I.)

U — J*,t+SZ

C. in C. Mediterranean's 1950/10. 
in change taking place on 21/10? 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 2200A/15 to C.in C. 
Reply: Yes (1336Z/16.)

Do you concur 
E.I.)

China.
Now reported (A.l) that though rumours of 
departure have been prevalent recently, no 
signs of taking fuel or stores, nor has ship 
been docked for over 2 years.
(D.S., 771, 15/10.)

/Japanese
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Prom C. in C. India. Date 16ft 10.i|1.
Reed. 0o45,

CIPHER.

Addressed The ;ar Office.

02282 SD/15315/G cipher 15/10. Most Secret
Increases Force Iraq., Our 11 l\3 b Q of 20 August

and subsequent interchange of telegrams.

First. In planning for increased forces in Iraq

to total four British Divisions and six Indian Divisions and

thirty squadrons R.A.F. certain major problems discussed

following paragraphs are involved.

Essential decisions are reached as early as possible and 

India authorised to place necessary orders and assemble

reserves to implement this scheme owing time lag between
>

placing orders and the arrival of stores requirements of 

increase of garrison cannot be met in near future unless 

action is taken now to prepare for operation of the scheme. 

Action already taken in respect supplies.

Second. This telegram is intended to give a resume 

of the stages reached in planning the various items involved- 

Each item will be the subject of a detailed telegram 

which will follow in near future.

Third. Personnel. Proposal fnr increase has considerable bearing 

on Indian ceiling for man power. This is subject of our 

24.608 of first Oct. tc which early reply is requested. 

Further to enable adequate planning and placing of orders 

essential to know how many of British Divisions will be

Armoured.
/Fourth,



Fourth. Transportation Unit3. Sanction for requirements 

of docks railway and I.W.T. Units received. Revised organisation 

I,W. T. under compilation and early reply our 136'16/Q of 22 Sept., 
essential. Requirements for Iraq and India have keen 

considered in calculations up to date. Requirements for 

Russian project and trans-Persia Route under consideration 

and will be subject of separate telegram.
Fifth, Base installations and base and L. of C. Troops”. 

India is providing full quota of base and L, of 0. Troops 

less Third Line Workshop Maintenance with each Indian 
Division. Understand you will moke full provision with 

each British Division. Require information concerning 

provision additional base Units which may not be considered 

part of Divisions e,g. Base Workshops and anti-aircraft Units 

etc. in. order that India may have clear picture request full 

details, of complement of Units included in normal British

Divisions and details of Base and Lfi of C. and .non 

Div. Units over and above these which it is proposed to

send. As regards number of M.P.V.s per Div. details 

required separately of those requiring aviation spirit, mot 

spirit and fuel oil. In view British man power implecation 

question of reducing certain 3ritish Units which would 
accompany Divisions with equivalent Indian Units now being

considered.
Sixth. Reserves of foodstuffs and lubricants. Provx 1 

of additional accommodation for reserves in expansion of 

the base in India has been sanctioned in your 947¥)(q (0Ps } 

of Uinth Oct. action being taken for provision.
/Seventh ••.»•
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Seventh, Reserves of motor spirit and containers. 

Requirements of reserves to he held in Iraq and India now 

being examined see II4.I96/Q of first Oct, and 14361/Q of 

Second Oct,

Eighth, Reserves of ammunition, V/ar Office policy not 

yet ascertained regarding scales and location. Question of 

additional storage accommodation and location of reserves 

dependent on H,M,G. policy.

Ninth, Reserves Ordnance Stores Indian Origin, Provision 

for Indian Divisions arranged, C«P,0, have user approached 

concerning provision for four British Divisions, Will aodret.^ 

you separately on subject of four British Divisions after 

consulting C,P.O,

Tenth, Reserves Ordnance Stores U,K, origin. Confirm 

that action being taken by you for provision these reserves.

Eleventh. R.E. Stores, No authority yet for placing 

orders these stores and provision additional storage 

accommodation. This is now being asked for in separate telegram.

Twelfth, Aviation spirit and aero lubricant. Responsibility 

for arranging reserve and maintenance supplies does not 

devolve on India and no action taken. Consider that system 

of coordinating petrol supply organisation Middle East,

Iraq and India necessary and letter was sent to Intendant 

General on subject. Our 5 8W / Q  of 15 Sept, refers not to 

Troopers. No replies received to either.

Thirteenth. Additional accommodation. Requirements for 

expanded base India for M.G.O. services calculated but no 

authority yet for construction. Separate telegram vill bo

sent asking for this.
/Fourteenth
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Fourteenth. A d d it io n a l A .A .F . Squadrons. Arrangements 

in c lu d in g  H o s p ita l and a l l  m edica l personnel not our 

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

F ifte e n th . For p la c in g  orders f o r  re se rves  consider 

that ca lcu la tio n s  f o r  a d d it io n a l fo rc e s  should be based 

on the sca les  at presen t la id  down f o r  Ira q . I s  th is

agreed  to .
S ix teen th , M edica l reserves  f o r  B r it is h  D ivs . Our

No. 14724/G o f 8/10 r e fe r s .

2320/15.
d ece ived  from  War O f f ic e  0105/1$

War O f f ic e  c ir c u la t io n* ^

- 4-

S. c f 3.
C. I.G .S . 
V .C .I.G .S . 
A.G .I.G . S.
D. U.S.
D.l'.O. & P. 
D.D.M.O.(0 ) 
M.O. 1,5,12(10) 
D.P.
*r-\ t. r -r-•> o i.i© _L o>
D.B.M.I. (0 )
M. I ,  2,
D.S.B. (W) 
D.D.S.D. (W) 
S.D.8,12. 
D.A..-1* & C.B, 
A, A, 4*
0 .A .F 0 v.
A .F .V .I.
D* o f 0. 
D.D.Of 0. (L ) 
D.B. o f 0, (P )

j G. 1.
D.D.G.A.M.S.
A.M.D.8
Q<j Mo G' 0 
-0. j.l, G,

F. I .
D,Plans*- A dm ira ltya 
B .P lans. (A i r  Min0 ) 
/..Fig0# Sc (■i-i-xr,L;xn. ) 
I  n d i a Of f  ic  e s ( Br i  g ,

-  ̂O 'C i •  AVA 0 ^ 3  ----------- w  _

Q. (0 p s )(6  c o p ie s ) Drummond
E. in  C. Gol.McCay)
E. (Ops)(3 copies) War Cabinet O f f ic e  (L t 0Col. Jacob

9 G 0 -ii# JiiQ
Q. (O .S .) 2,3,4.
D.Q.
D.Tn.
D.D.Tn. (0 )
Tn. 1 , 2.
D„ Mov.
Q(M) 3.
D.S.T.
S • T « ci, 3 , o.
D.W.S.

D.O.S.
B • M. M.
D.F.W.

Col. Jacob),
M.Oul aJ #P, (L t.O o lo

Thompson).

B.S.B.
D.Co S.B9 
S0Bo 1 # 2„
B.F. (6 ),
W.F.
B.Bo A. Sc

1st Lord, 
let S. L.
2nd S .L .
3rd S.L.
4 th  S.Lo 
5th S .L . 
V .C .N .S . 
A.C.N.S. (H ). 
A.C.N.S. (F ). 
A.C .N . S. (T )  (2 ) .  
A.C.N. S.W.

F

N.A. 1st S.L.
B. o f P . (2 ).  
B.O.B.(H).
B, B. 0. c, ( H)* 
B.O.D. (F ).
B.B.O.B. (F ),  
D.N.I. (4 ).
B. S.B.
B.N.A.B.
B. o f L.D. 
D.A/S.W.Admiral P a l l is e r

D.M, S.
I .P .  (2 ) ,
W.B.
Duty Captain*,
Hd. o f  M.
BoT. S.B.
B, Bo Io G.
E.P.S.
B.T.B. ( 2).
N. I ,  B. 10 Paym. Cdr* 

Wilson.
B. G.D.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Japanese 
Ship stopped 
by M.T.B.

China Contd.
Ref. Cdre i/c Hong Kong’s 1501/12. You should 
register a protest with Japanese S.N.O. on 
grounds that vessel refused to stop when ordered 
and refused permission to board, such action being 
liable to lead to unfortunate incidents. It 
should be pointed out that Japanese ship was 
wearing no colours and Cdre i/c Hong Kong confirms 
that she was carrying no other distinguishing 
marks or flag. The incident (?was) ^particular
ly) aggravated in that it took place inside 
British territorial waters.
(C. in C. China, 0211Z/15, to N.L.O.Shanghai.)

N.E.I.Navy 
and R.D.F.

Enquiry has been received from (? C. in C.) 
N.E.I., Naval Force, as to practical use and 
technical details R.D.F., together with request 
for instruction course for N.E.I. personnel.
He states Dutch Ministry for Navy informs him 
that R.D.F., sets are being bought in England. 
Request confirmation and instructions as to how 
much information may be given.
(C. in C. China, 0915Z/15, to Admty.)

Mines. Your 0833/7 and 0133/13. Supply of mines will 
be arranged accordingly.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1614A/15 to C. in C. China.)
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CIRCASSIA. 
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SHIRE .

Leeward Is.

Task 
Force 2.

A.M.C’s.

367

FOREIGN STATIONS.

15.10.191+1.Wednesday.

America and West Indies.
Your 1551+/11. Call at Halifax is still necessary 
to disembark bulk of passengers although a few 
may remain on board for Quebec. (D.S.T. 071+3A/15 
to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

B.A.D. Washington 1801R/11+. In redisposition 
of remaining A.M.C's request consideration be 
given to allocation of one vessel to A. & W.I. 
Station to work as a pair with CIRCASSIA. I 
would prefer WORCESTERSHIRE in view of her high 
endurance, which would be of great value should 
it be necessary to employ this pair in the 
Pacific. (C.in C. A.W.I., 1031Q/15 toAdmty.)

Governor Leeward Islands No. 352 of 1+/10 to 
Chapelries, London. Consider that proposal to 
provide dredged channel and deep water quay is 
well worth immediate examination and putting 
into effect if at all possible. (C.in C. A.W.I. 
121+1Q/15 to Admty.)

Cancel A.M. 18^i+/l 1+ and 130^A/12. 
Reorganisation of Task Force 2.
Group 2,5. RANGER, PHILADELPHIA, LANG, WILSON, 
assigned Bermuda Group.
Group 2.6. YORKTOWN, BROOKLYN, SAVANNAH, 
WAINWRIGHT, MAYRANT, TRIPPE, RHIND, ROWAN, 
assigned Argentia Group.
Group 2.7. WASP, NASHVILLE, STACK, STE^RETT, 
assigned Hampton Roads Group.
Group 11+.3- Composed of NEW MEXICO, ANDERSON, 
HAMMANN, HUGHES and Group 2.6. (D.O.D. (F)
161+7A/15 to C.in C., A.W.I., etc.).

A.M. 121+8A/6/9, 1603A/10 and B.A.D. 1801R/11+.
It has been decided that AURANIA, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
ALAUNIA, AUSONIA, MONTCLARE, ASCANIA and 
CALIFORNIA will cease to form the Halifax Escort 
Force.
2. These ships will be allocated to other 
foreign stations after giving leave in U.K.
3, In addition CHITRAL already allocated to
E. Indies will also return to the U.K. to give 
leave.
2+* A further signal will be made when arrange
ments for A/S escorts have been completed. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) and (F) 1655A/15 to C.in C. A.W.I. 
etc.)

/Suspicious



MOST SECRET.

15.10.191*1.War Diary» Wednesday.

368

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies-Gontd.
Suspicious Ship report 
9/10.

Your 1534Z/12 (N.T.in W.R.) Your 1618Z/30/9 
and 1404Z/2/10. Reported (Norg) FERNGLEN due 
Balhao 9/10 from Los Angeles routed approx.
100 off Acapulco. Ship did not arrive until 
10/10. Suggest this possibly ship sighted.
Ship due Boston 21/10. (S.O.I. Jamaica, 17j>4R/15 
to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).

NORSELAND. Your 12U8R/5. NORSELAND. Owners report vessel 
repairing Balboa. Please confirm. (D.T.D. 
1758A/15 to S.O.I. Jamaica).

DIOMEDE. Esquimalt departure DIOMEDE for San Francisco. 
(S.O.I. Esquimalt 1832Z/15 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).

ROODE ZEE Your 2208A/6. Gan any date for release of 
ROODE ZEE now be given?
(D.T.D. 1833A/15 to G. in G. A.W.I.) Reply: 
1 6 2 2/1 6.

BAGININ
PADRE.
(ex Italian)

Venezuelan Govt, has moved from Garipito to 
Puerto Cabello where she arrived on H 4./IO. 
(D.S. 771 15/10).

Australia.
CHIOS. My 0103Z/14. Vessel arrived Fremantle 11+/10. 

(A.C.N.B. 0126Z/15 to Admty.)
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A. 2, A.7.

S.C.2+8.
first
attack,
2 ships 
torpedoed.

S.0.2+8 
second 
attack.

S.S. VANCOUVER 
ISLAND.

0959.

3 G 9
15.10.19U1.
Wednesday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.
Lighters, presumed sunk off Tobruk. (0. in G. 
Med., 1033B/15) See Mediterranean.

Convoy S.C.2+8 attacked 05j ° j6' 0j>0° 00'. 
(WETASKIWIN 0705Z/15).
My 0703Z/15, attacked at 0700Z by submarine in 
053° 34* N. 029° 57' w. 2 ships torpedoed.
Have only four corvettes with escort. Am acting 
on your (?03 or 02) 2+1Z/12+ will be 2+ hours late 
at M.O.M.P. Visibility good, wind N.W. 2+ 
convoy together but 10 stragglers including 
Commodore. (WETASKIWIN, 1001Z/15 to U.S.
Chief of Naval Operations).
D/P bearings at 082+0Z/15, 092+3Z/15, 102+6Z/15, 1158 
/15, 122+2+Z/15 and 1558Z/15 indicate that Convoy 
S.G.2+8 is being shadowed and reported by one or 
more U-boats. (D.D.I.C. 1558A/15 to Opnav,
C C N. P etc.)
Admty. 1558A/15 and WETASKIWINrs 0705Z/15 now 
being passed to all addressees. COLUMBIA S.O. 
escort and only destroyer with S.C. 2+8 is 
short legger. May have already parted company 
or shortly may be obliged to do so.
(C.C.N.P. 1710Z/15 to Admty. U.S.C.N.O.)

S.C. 2+8 attacked one ship torpedoed in 052+°
55' N. 027° 15' W. (COLUMBIA 2330Z/15 to Admty.)

Following received via Liverpool W/T: SSSS
53.37 N. 25.37 W. VANCOUVER ISLAND torpedoed, 
received two torpedoes. (VANCOUVER ISLAND, 
2057/ 15) British, 92+72 tons, torpedoed about 
550 miles W. of Slyne Head. Bound independently 
from Montreal for Belfast and Cardiff with 
general cargo. (D.S. 772, 16/10).
Following received from Admiralty. "VANCOUVER 
ISLAND independently routed to U.K. torpedoed 
at 2057/15, 053° 37’ N. 025° 37' W. Suggest 
DIANTHUS and ACONITES from O.N. 22+ be sent to 
her assistance". Concur. Direct vessels named 
if still in company tc^roceed. N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 
pass to DIANTHUS and ACONITE. (U.S. C.N.O. 
232+5Z/15 to Comdr. Task Unit 2+.1.2+. , N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa).

Submarines Reported.
One submarine bearing 350° distance 7 miles 
course unknown. My position j>6° 15’ N. 9° 45’ W. 
(CROOME, 0959/15 to Whitehall W/T).
My 0959. Submarine previously reported has 
dived. (CROOME 1006/15).

j ----
/F.O.C.N.A........
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

0 9 5 9
-Gontd.

Submarines Reported-Contd.
F.O.C.N.A's 1101 (N.T. in W.R.) My position 055° 
21’ N. 009° 47' W. (CRuOME, 1203/15 to 
TOTLAND, SENNEN).
My 0959, contact not obtainable. Asdic temporarily 
out of action, am proceeding. (CROOME 1227/15 
to F.O.C.N.A.)

0709Z D/F bearings at 0709Z/15 indicate U/Boat 
possibly in your vicinity. Very indefinite 
position. (D.D.I.C. 1046/15 to Escorts for 
H.G. lh, CILICIA, BRADFORD).

0921G. Bearing by D/F at 0921C/15 position of enemy 
U-Boat was 068° 25* 042° 101 Reliable fix. 
Admiralty pass to SUFFOLK, HARRIER. (S.B.N.O. 
Murmansk IO56C/I5 to Admty.)

0840Z. D/F at 0840Z/15 indicates indefinite position 
of U/Boet. Approx. 54° N. 27° W. (D.D.I.C. 
1142A/15 to S & A. W. App).

1046Z. D/F Bearings at 1046Z/15 indicate U/boat within 
50’ of 54° 40' N. 30° W. (D.D.I.C. 1233A/15 
to A.I.G. 62 etc.)

White Sea. From D/F reports received of U-Boats during 
October, 2 appear to be operating approaches 
White Sea. One within 30 miles radius 69°
08' E. and second between Svytoi Nos and Cape 
Kanin. Admiralty pass to SUFFOLK.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1309C/15 to Admty.)

1158Z. D/F bearings at 1158Z/15 indicate U-boat in 
approx. 53° 30* N. 31° ** 32° W.
(D.D.I.C. 1330A/15 to A.I.G. 62 etc.)

Estimated dispositions of U/B's in Atlantic.
(d .d .i .gi 1432A/1 5).

1615Z. 1 S/M submerged bearing 254 12 miles course 
350° position 13° 20’ N. 17° 6' W.
(A/C E., 204 Sqdn. 1615Z/15).
Have lost touch with enemy submarine last seen 
in 13° 20' N. 17° 6' W. P.C. and S. of enemy 
are SFXX 2693 (indecipherable) 350° 6, am pro
ceeding as ordered. (A/C E. 204 Sqdn. 1700Z/15 
to Freetown W/l).

S/M situation 15/10.
(U.S.C.N.O. 2120/15 to C. in C. A.F.)

" /2057
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Renorted-Oontd.
2057 G.M.T. Admty. message A.P. Position 53° 37' N. 25° 

37’ W. at 2057/15 G.M.T. (D.D.I.G. 21452/15 
to G.B.M.S. Area 1.)

By A/0 and 
VASOAMA.2178T
li.tf.5t

Lc.yn d. LS if.3-)

Submarines Attacked.
T.L. consider that the attacks carried out on 
a German U-boat on 25/8/4-1 first by Aircraft "J" 
of 209 Squadron and then by VASCAMA probably 
achieved its destruction by cumulative damage. 
(1st S.L. 1903A/15).

C.yyi'i ^ i
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Home Commands.
WOLFE and MALOJA on arrival in U.K. about 22/10 
are to be re-converted to trade.

Co-operation. Several signals yesterday and today illustrate
the difficulty of co-operation between allies 
(Great Britain and U.S.A) without unified 
command.

E.C.and E.N. E.C. convoys are to be suspended and E.N. 
convoys. convoys and reinstituted about 1 November, for

the period of winter.

Operations TIGRIS has returned from patrol off Svaerholt- 
by TIGRIS. havet. She expended all her torpedoes but only

observed one certain hit on a merchant ship in 
escorted westbound convoy on 14/10.

ROYAL
SOVE]fVEREIGN.

ROYAL SOVEREIGN, who has been repairing at 
Glasgow, arrived at Scapa today and will join 
the Home Fleet temporarily.

British Air Operations.
Bad weather caused operations last night to be 
curtailed. A  minor attack was made on 
Boulogne Docks.

8 Hurricanes on offensive patrol this morning 
attacked and damaged vessels at Flushing.
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Enemy Air Operations.
Convoy F.S.521 was "bombed at 1859 in 53° 20' N. 
1° 1’ E. No damage is reported. Fighters 
shot dov/n the attacker.

Some damage to Naval Offices ashore was caused 
"by air raid on Yarmouth last night.

Mining.
Minelaying "by enemy aircraft last night is 
suspected in the mouth of the Humber.

North Atlantic.
With the present convoy routes F.O.C.N.A. wishes 
a rescue tug to "be stationed at the Azores or 
Funchal.
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Libya and
Western
Desert,

Convoy
S.C.48.
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SITUATION REPORT.

16.10.1941.
Thursday.

Mediterranean.
18 Wellingtons bombed the harbour and shipping 
at Benghazi last night.

9 enemy aircraft bombed Tobruk harbour last night. 
No damage is reported. The shelling of Tobruk 
by shore batteries has increased.

U-Boat Campaign.
This convoy is still being pursued by several 
U-boats. The position of the convoy at 1100 
was about 56° N. 27° W. At 1725A today an 
aircraft attacked a submarine on the surface in 
55® 58' N. 26° 59' W. and estimates one hit.
The convoy was attacked at 2220 and 2330 
(see 17/10).
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13th M/S 
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of U.3. 
Forces 
movements.
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16.10.1941.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
My 1041C/16. Spare torpedoes are not e:xp ected 
to arrive from Archangel before 22/10.
Do you approve for TIGRIS to return to U.K. 
with no torpedoes on board.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1309C/16 to F.O.S.)

The following programme of sea trials is 
proposed.
(TRINIDAD, 1651/16).

A.M. 1859B/18/6. Request information when the 
13th M.3.F. will join my Command.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1714/16).

Co-operation with U. S.A.
Your 2230/15. I was not aware of departure of 
U.S. Aircraft Carrier WASP. Request you will 
give me earliest possible information of movements 
of U.S. forces and of their dispositions.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1123A/16 to A.C. I.C. )
Replies to my 1739/15 show that carrier has been 
withdrawn from Iceland, and Denmark Strait Patrol 
discontinued, without my being informed. This 
illustrates unsatisfactory nature of present 
arrangement.
At first sign of activity by enemy units I intend 
to institute patrol of Denmark Strait by 8 inch 
cruisers supported by one battleship and 
VICTORIOUS, and patrol of Iceland Faeroes 
Passage by 6 inch cruisers (supported by one 
battleship). Admiral Giffen was informed of this. 
He was obviously anxious to co-operate but is 
handicapped by necessity to consult Opnav and is 
not allowed to communicate direct with me.
It is essential that I should be kept constantly 
informed of U.S. patrols maintained and forces 
available to support them, and of intended 
alterations. Request urgent steps may be taken 
to ensure this. (C. in C. H.F. , 1332A/16 to Admty). 
Your 1123A/16. This will be done in future.
(A.C. I.C. , 1714/16 to C. in C. H.F.)
It would appear that our information of U.S. 
forces operating in the North Atlantic is not 
very complete.
2. In order that our combined forces may be 
constantly prepared to co-operate I feel it is 
essential that we should keep each other mutually 
informed by daily signals of the movements of our 
respective forces in the Atlantic.
3. I should be most grateful, therefore, if you 
would give consideration to keeping me informed 
and I would then be responsible for seeing that 
all our forces concerned receive all information 
that is necessary.

A
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Co-operation with U.3.A.
4. Y/ould you like to have information as to 
important movements of H.M. Ships east of the 
Y/estern Hemisphere Defence Zone?.
(V.C.N.S. , 2308A/16 to C.N.O. V/ashington).

Reports received from our observers with the 
U.S. Navy show the great desirability of 
demonstrating our methods of organisation and 
conduct of air searches, and of accuracy of 
aircraft navigation, enemy reporting and shadowing. 
It is possible that this might be arranged in 
INDOMITABLE, ILLUSTRIOUS, and FORMIDABLE, who 
it is hoped will work up for a week or ten days 
at Bermuda for gunnery and day flying followed 
by two weeks at Jamaica for night flying 
starting with IND0MITA3LE at the end of October.
2. Perhaps you may find a suitable opportunity 
to tell the U.S. authorities that we hope to 
send our carriers to work up in these waters 
and that if they would care to send suitable 
officers to study our methods we would welcome 
them, since we too would benefit by their 
presence. (D.O.D. (F̂ , 1631A/16 to B.A.D.)

Co-operation with Russia.
I.S.T.S. report dated 11/8/41 on Kola Peninsula 
etc. page 41/43. If circumstances permit 
investigate possibilites of using Iokanskie 
harbour as an alternative base for minesweepers 
and other escorts. (C. in C. H. F. , 1047A/16 to 
1st M/S Flotilla).

Movements.
My 1914Z/15. SUFFOLK, IMPULSIVE, ESCAPADE 
returned to Archangel in accordance with Admty 
2223A/15. (SUFFOLK, 0007Z/16).
Your 2223A/15. Request estimated duration of 
stay here to enable decision between navigational 
operational disadvantage of going again above 
river bar and A/S security advantage.
(SUFFOLK, 1341Z/16 to Admty).

/NORMAN
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NORMAN.
Movements. - Contd.
Expect to arrive Seidis Fiord 1200N/20. 
(NORMAN, 0900C/16).

P. 36. Amend my 1650A 15th one hour late. (WHITE BEAR, 0931A/16),

H.31. Intend to sail H.31 for Rothesay Southabout 
on 20/10, escorted by one destroyer to Dungeness 
passing Sand Head Buoy at dusk 20th thence 
diving by day to rendezvous with escort in 
vicinity Lizard Head.
(C. in C. Nore, 1024A/16).
My 1024A/16 and my 1020A/16. Sailing of H.31 
from Sheerness is now amended to 21/10.
(C. in C. Nore, 1426A/16).
Your 1024A/16. H.31 to R/V with BREDA at 0730A 
/24. (S.7., 1456A/16 to C. in C. Nore).

A.F.D. 14. 

•

My 1800/13. Delays during tests prevent A.F.D. 
XIV being ready to sail until 20th. Request 
arrangements for escort may be postponed 
accordingly. Admiralty confirm that crane 
will not be fitted. (F.O.I.C. Tyne,1058/16). 
Admiralty's 1724A/13 and F.O.I.C. Tyne's 1053/16.(1) F.O. I.C. Tyne is requested to sail A.F.D.
XIV towed by Tug EMPIRE HENCHMAN a.m.20th
(if weather conditions are suitable) to Scapa 
escorted by 2 12-pounder Trawlers from Tyne Sub-Command.
(2) A.C.0.8. is requested to provide 2 A/S 
Trawlers to relieve the Tyne trawlers at 32 
Buoy at time and date to be signalled by 
F.O.I.C. Tyne. (C. in C. Rosyth, 1755/16).

INDOMITABLE. Admiralty's 0005/3. INDOMITABLE will now leave 
U.K. on 17/10. (D.O.D. H. , 1256A/16).INDOMITABLE arrived. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1808A/16).

CANTON.
V

Y/ill be ready for service 17/10. 
(S.O.W.P., 1540A/16).
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TIGRIS 
report̂ . 
One i//V 
torpedoed
OrL^THT

Y7/T signals 
in Atlantic.

GRAPH.

O ef3 , j>Si-

Northern 
S/M patrol 
zones.
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Operations.
TIGRIS arrived from patrol Svaerholthavet with 
all torpedoes expended. Following attacks. 
Details.
(c) At 1040C/14 in about 71° 5' N., 27° 3’ E. ,
3 Merchant vessels 3,000 to 5,000 tons westbound 
escort 4 trawlers 4 aircraft. 3 torpedoes fired 
at second ship, one hit certain, 2 torpedoes at 
rear of ship, result unknown. Small number of 
depth charges dropped subsequently during 2 hours 
hunt. (S. B.N.O. North Russia, 1041C/16).

The rapidity and reliability of W/T communication 
-during the heavy weather experienced recently 
in the Atlantic reflect credit on the W/T and 
Coding Staffs of Escorts many of whom were 
working under new and exacting conditions.
KEPPEL, NORTHERN GSM, MALCOfo, SUNFLOWER and 
SARDONYX were noted particularly.
SARDONYX maintained V//T communication using 
Jury rig after losing her foremast.
(C. in C. Y/.A., 1646A/16).

I should like to send my official photographer 
to obtain interior photographs of GRAPH for 
the immediate instruction of boarding parties of 
my escort vessels. If you concur, it is 
proposed for him to arrive P.M./17 and to work 
during the night. (C. in C. Y/.A., 1831A/16 to 
F.O.S. )
Your 1831A/16. Certainly. GRAPH has been 
informed. (F.O.S. , 1931A/16).

Your 1824A/15. Submarine patrol zones in use 
by Soviet and British 3/Ma. are established 
off North Coast of Norway between 20° E., 
and 26° 30* E., and al30 in Varangar Fiord.
Seven zones exist in this area at present time, 
but limits and number of zones in force are 
frequently altered to meet changing situation 
and number of S/Ms. available. Zones are under 
revision at present time. S/Ms. proceeding to 
and from patrol zones are at present routed between 
72 North and 72 30 North.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 2210C/16).

Intend to proceed 1400A/17 if MARIE LOUISE MACK&Y 
considers weather has moderated sufficiently. 
(W00LST0N, 2210A/16). . ,,
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British Air Activity.
Patrols. North "Stand" in operation.

(C, in C. Rosyth, 0729/16).
"Bert" now in operation.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1047/16).
"Bert" and "Stand" in operation.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1505/16).
Request photographic R/C of Hamburg, Kiel, and Oslo at earliest opportunity.
(D.D. I.C., 1736A/16)

Beaufort II
a7cT Beaufort II aircraft have been released for service in the R.A.P. and will be seen flying in all areas forthwith. These aircraft bear 

Coastal Command Operational camouflage colouring 
and marking. Request confirmation of notifications to all pilots and A/A Defences.
(Air Ministry, 1103/16)^

Havre and
Boulognebombed.
12,000 ton
tanker
destroyed.

On 15/10 twelve A/C attacked shipping at Havre 
and destroyed one 12,000 ton tanker. On night 
15/16 three A/C bombed the Docks at Boulogne. (H.Q.B.C. , 1240/16).

Enemy Air Activity.
Yarmouth
bombed. Yarmouth bombed night 15/16. Pay Offices and 

supply stores in Bloomfields Building badly 
damaged by near miss. (F. O.I.C. Yarmouth, 0725A/L6 1510/16).

H.S.Ls 112 and 145 
attacked on
i57ioT"

At 1247/15 H. S.L. 112 from Portsmouth and 
H.3.L. 145 from Newhaven were attacked by enemy 
aircraft in V7272. Casualties in both boats. (H.Q. No. 11 Group 1200/L6).

Convoy
173*217 Enemy aircraft are bombing convoy "Plumb" in 

53° 20' N., 1° 1' E.
(VERDUN, 1859/16).
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M in in g .
My 1 8 0 7 A /1 5 . I n te n d  t o  p o s tp o n e  m ovem ent 24 

an d  h o u rs  t o  a l lo w  w e a th e r  t o  m o d e ra te  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
f o r  s w e e p in g .  (C . i n  C. P o r t s m o u th ,  1 2 5 3 A /1 6 )

My l e t t e r  9 0 /0 1 6  d a te d  4 / 1 0 .  C le a r a n c e  
c o m p le te d .  A l l  m in es  s w e p t  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
No. 3 . C h eck  "A" sw eep c a r r i e d  o u t  to d a y  h a s  
f a i l e d  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  m ine an d  i t  m u st b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h av e  b e e n  a m a r r ie d  f a i l u r e  to  
h av e  s u n k  o r  t o  hav e  g on e  a d r i f t .
( C a p t .  P o r t  E d g a r ,  1 7 5 7 /1 6 ) .

My 2 0 5 3 A /1 3 . I f  c o l l i e r  LAKELAND to o  l a t e  
s u b s t i t u t e  LEST0.
(D. o f  S . ,  1 9 2 9 A /1 6  to  A .C .O .S . )

Enemy I n t e l l i g e n c e .
R e p o r t  g ra d e d  B .2 . s t a t e s  f o l l o w in g  s h ip s  a r r i v e d  
f ro m  N o r th  a t  1 7 0 0 Z /1 5 .
One s h ip  1 8 ,0 0 0  to n s  lo a d e d ,  now l y i n g  a t  s o u th  
s i d e  o f  N a e ro y  61 °  3 8 ' N. , 0 4 °  5 9 ' E.
Two s h i p s  e a c h  4 ,0 0 0  t o n s ,  o n e  o f  w h ic h  i s  lo a d e d  
now l y i n g  i n  F lo r o y  h a r b o u r  61° 3 6 ' N . , 0 5 °  0 2 ' E 
(D .D . I .C .  , 0 3 1 5 A /1 6 ) .

TIGRIS r e p o r t s  f r e q u e n t  t r a f f i c  i n  b o th  
d i r e c t i o n s  b y  200  t o  300  to n  c o a s t e r s .  E a s tb o u n d  
C onvoys l e a v e  F lo o d n in g s v a a g  a t  dawn e v e r y  t h i r d  
d a y , t h r o u g h  71° 2 .5 *  N . , 2 7 °  E . , th e n c e  c l o s e  
ro u n d  N o r d ik in .  (S .B .N .O . N o r th  R u s s i a ,  1 0 4 1 C /1 6 )

C a s u a l t i e s  & D e f e c t s .
I s  a n c h o re d  i n  57° 4 2 ^ ’ N . , 6 ° 5 3 ’ W ., w i t h  
SALISBURY s t a n d i n g  b y . P r o c e e d  w i t h  a l l  
d e s p a t c h .  ( F .O . I .C .  G re e n o c k , 11 3 5 A /1 6  to  MARAUDER)
Tug (?JAVA) h a s  now a r r i v e d .  EMPIRE WATERHEN 
W i l l  h a v e  s te a m  f o r  w o rk in g  c a b l e  and  s t e e r i n g  
g e a r  by  1 6 0 0 . (SALISBURY, 1 3 1 5 A /1 6 ) .
Y our 1 2 1 0 A /1 6 . EMPIRE WATERHEN i s  t o  be  tow ed  
t o  O ban. On a r r i v a l  O ban, an d  when no l o n g e r  
r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s i s t ,  r e t u r n  t o  S to rn o w a y .
( F .O . I .C .  G re e n o c k ,^ 1 6 2 5 A /l6  t o  MARAUDER)

/Ma r ie
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C a s u a l t i e s  & D e f e c t s .  -  C o n td .
L o u j h

> CASTLETON. 

SUPERMAN.

MANXMAN.

AGHI03
3PYRID0N.

Vi/. S. 12 Z. 
C .T . 5 .

3 .D .1 4 .

A ground  L»e4a F o y le .  Tug i s  s t a n d in g  b y .
(WOOLSTON, 0 4 4 2 A /1 6 ) .
MARIE LOUISE MACKAY r e f l o a t e d .  No dam age. 
I n t e n d  t o  p r o c e e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  program m e 
when w e a th e r  m o d e r a te s .  (W00LST0N, 1 10 3A /1 6 )

Am s t a n d i n g  by  BEAVER3RAE now a n c h o re d  i n  0 5 7 °  
4 2 ' and  1 / 2  N. 0 0 6 °  53* W. Am e n d e a v o u r in g  
in fo rm  t u g .  (SALISBURY, 0 8 1 5 A /1 6 )

*■ f r t A v E r t f i t f A t  t f  i f .  r . ( 3  f?.

A r r iv e d  CASTLETON w i t h  d e f e c t i v e  s t e e r i n g  g e a r .  (TRELAWNEY, 0 8 5 5 /1 6 ) .

S h e l t e r i n g  a t  Lough F o y le  a t t e n d i n g  m in o r  
r e p a i r s .  D .G . B u rn ed  o u t .  R e q u e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  (SUPERMAN, 1 3 3 0 /1 6 )
Y our 1 3 3 0 /1 6 . R e tu r n  t o  G re e n o c k .
( F .O . I .C .  G re e n o c k , 1 5 2 3 A /1 6  t o  SUPERMAN)

MANXMAN'S 1 0 1 2 /1 5  a n d  y o u r  1 4 1 3 /1 5 .
1 . MANXMAN c a n  be ta k e n  i n  h a n d  f o r  o i l  f u e l  
h e a t e r  d e f e c t s  b y  M e s s r s .  T h o r n y c r o f t  S o u th a m p to n .
2 . C. in  C. P o r ts m o u th  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  
a r r a n g e  a c c o r d i n g l y  on c o m p le t io n  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
J .X .  (D .D .O .D . M. , 1 3 4 5 A /1 6 ) .

D e p a r tu r e  tu g  SABINE a t  1420  t o  a s s i s t  AGHIOS 
SPYRIDON. (F .O . H um ber, 1 4 3 4 A /1 6 ) .

S h ip p in g  & C o n v o y s .
My 0 7 2 9 /7 .  R e v is e d  p o s i t i o n  a s  t o  T r o o p s h ip s .  
(D. 3 .T .  , 0 7 3 7 A /1 6 ) S ee  L io n  C opy.

La n c a s t e r ' s 2 1 1 0 /1 5 . E x p e c t t o  e f f e c t  r e p a i r s  
• t o  CASTLETON and  s a i l  h e r  f o r  H v a l f j o r d  f o r  

d u ty  w i t h  S .D .14  b y  1900  to d a y .
(R .A .M . , 1 0 3 9 A /1 6 ) .

/c« r.4 . . . . . . .
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To P.S.T.O. Rest of Scotland.

D.S.T.O. Greenock.
D.S.T.O. Glasgow.
D. S. T. 0. Liverpool. 
D.S.T.O, Avonmouth. 
D.S.T.O. Cardiff.
D.S.T.O. Newport.

/oya/16 uctbSer7“̂  

OUT
Date IS. 10. 41.

$81#

__________________ _jfeval Cypher (A.l One Time Table)

From Director of Sea, Transport.
I'.Iy 0729/7 not to last two addressees. Following is 

revised position in regard to troopships allocated tov/ s 12 z; " "
2. Following 

C T 5.
ships are to be prepared for convoy

Proposed
Embarkation
.Date.

Liverpool ' Clyde Avonmouth

27. 10 A. 13 A,15
28.10 A.16 A.7.

' — A.20.
29.10- A.l

A.19
A. 17

m + -

3. A, 11 in Liverpool and A. 2. in Clyde are a,lso to 
be prepared to sail with this convoy. Primarily they are 
to serve an reserve.ships in.case -any of. above ships are 
unable to sail. If they are not required for this"purpose 
one of them preferably A. 11 may be, required to sail"with 
C T 5. with additional personnel.

4, Request earliest possible reports'whether above 
vessels will be reafly in time.

5. No cargo other than equipment and no vehicles etc. 
will be loaded in these ships.

6. A.20 will move from Liverpool to Clyde on 19.10.
7. Embarkations in Clyde will be at Gourock.
8. Following ships will be 

w S 12 Z. In Liverpool A.5. A.6. 
code number A.27. In Clyde A. 9.

included in convoy *
A.8. A.14 and MATAR.OA 

A. 10. A. 12 ARUNDEL 0. -VFL3
/code...,



• .

«3$/?

nnr\n rmrrihfiT* ■ 3 vn.ll "how proceed 'to Cardiff t»0 d-iSChail is due r&iut i.10. liter discharge she;„lll move Newport for embarkation which will ■ probably cake place 
on 4.11. InAvonmouth A, 18 embarking 4.11.

9. Embarkation of Liverpool and Clyde ships vd3® 
take plane on 4.11 to 6.11.

'”■'10. A.4 will not now he ready in timo for v/. S 13 Z
11. if not included in C T 5. A.ll and/or A.2. # 1

he included in V/ S 12 Z.
0.737A/16.

for Director of Sea Transport
1st S.L. 21875V.C.K.S.A.O.. .S.di). : - -A. C. k . S. (-.’)•A.G.i’.o. (-T) (2).A.A. 1st S.L.D.D.D.(H).D.D.O.D. (H).D.G.D.(F).D.D.O.D.(F).Duty Capt (2).D.D.I.C.(2).D. of F.V2).D.H.i•(4)•

BIW

o.'d.a/-.*-D. of S.T.. D.T.D.(2). D.T.D.(M). Hd* of M. I.P.(B).V/.D. _L.P.S.D. of P.(2).
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C. T. 4 .
CANTON.

Y /h ite  S ea  
C on voy3 .

^  0 .N .2 6 .

0 . G«
S a i l i n g
T e le g r a m s ,

H .Q . 74 . 
T .C . 1 4 .

> 0 . N . 2 6 .

382.
HOME COMMANDS.

1 6 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 .
T h u rsd a y .

S h ip p in g  & C o n v o y s . -  C on td .
w i l l

R e fe r e n c e  C. T .4  and Adinty 2 2 1 3 A /8  ANDALUCIA S T A R / 
n o t  be  rea d y  b e f o r e  2 4 /1 0 .  (N .C .S .O . M e rse y , 
1 0 4 0 A /1 6 ) .
C a n c e l A .M .1 7 4 8 A /1 5 . CANTON i s  to  be s a i l e d  
w ith  C .T .4  p a r t i n g  com pany a t  p o s i t i o n  B th e n c e  
p r o c e e d in g  in d e p e n d e n t ly  t o  F r e e to w n , as o r d e r e d  
b y  C. i n  C. W .A . (A .C .N .S . H . , 1 9 0 6 A /1 6 )

Y ou r 0 2 4 7 A /1 5 . P le a s e  c o n f i r m  s ta n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e  
l a i d  down in  y o u r  1 8 5 9 A /3 0 /8  p a r a .  3 i s  s t i l l  
in  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  c o n v o y s  p r o c e e d in g  t o  Y /h ite  S e a . 
B o th  m essa g es  h a v e  b een  p a s s e d  t o  C .3 . 1 .
(C . i n  C. H .F . , 1 0 4 3 A /1 6  t o  Adm ty)

A 3 d ic  d e f e c t  and p r o v i s i o n i n g  s h o u ld  be c o m p le te  
b y  1500  t o d a y .  In te n d  s a i l i n g  in d e p e n d e n t ly  
s h a p in g  c o u r s e  f o r  n o o n  p o s i t i o n  0 .N .2 6  1 7 th , 
s p e e d  t e n  k n o t s .  U n d ersta n d  ARAB n o t  s a i l i n g .  
NORV/ICH CITY h as n o t  a r r i v e d  h e r e .
(LADY MADELEINE, 1 1 3 0 A /1 6 ) .

HARTLEBURY h as e n g in e  room  d e f e c t .  P r o p o s e  
p o s t p o n in g  s a i l i n g  P . 3 .2  u n t i l  1 7 0 0 / l 7 t h .  
(A .C .O .S .  , 1 3 1 9 A /1 6 )
Y ou r 1 3 1 9 . A p p ro v e d .
(D .O .D . (H>, 1 6 1 4 A /1 6  t o  A .C .O .S . )

In  v ie w  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  and a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  
d i v e r s i o n  s i g n a l s  o f  0 . G. c o n v o y s  b e in g  r e p e a t e d  
t o  F. O .C .N .A . i t  i s  in t e n d e d  i n  f u t u r e  t o  om it 
th e  r o u t e  fr o m  O .G . c o n v o y  s a i l i n g  t e le g r a m s  
p a r a . 5 . (C . in  C. W. A. , 1 5 5 9 A /1 6 )

2 su b m a rin e s  e s c o r t e d  b y  LA CAPRICIEUSE l e f t  
B arrow  a t  0 8 1 5 A /1 6 th  s p e e d  12 k n o ts  may be m et 
d u r in g  n i g h t .  V/arn s h ip s  y o u  a r e  e s c o r t i n g  
b e f o r e  d i s p e r s i n g .
(C . in  C. Y /.A ., 1 7 5 0 A /1 6  t o  E s c o r t s )

r  H O L .T
O cean  e s c o r t s  0 .N .2 6  MAYO, PfrTffffl GO F ) REIT
3CHENCK LEARY, BROOME BABBITT X e n d s .
(O p n av , 1 9 3 0 Z /1 6 ) .

/  E .C



MOST SECRET
383

16.10.1941.War Diary. Thursday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
E.C. and 
E.N. Convoys. It has been decided to suspend E.C. Convoys for the winter months and to reinstitute E.N. 

Convoys changing over about 1/11.
The arrangements now in force between Admiralty and C. in C. Rosyth, for proposing and promul
gating E.C. Programmes will be continued for E.N. Convoys. (D.T.D. , 2006A/16)

H.X. 153. U. Arrived 1800/16/10. Less CHESAPEAKE anchored outside. Tug ROMSfiY standing by.
(N.C. S.O. Loch Ewe, 2041A/16)

Information
from
America.

A.C.I.C. 1404Z/10, para 6 P. Suggest following arrangements. (D. of 3.T., 2054A/16)See Lion Copy.

8.C.49. Change route as follows.
(U. S. Chief of Naval Ops. 2143/16)
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M E S S A G E
SECRET 205liA/l6th October
Addressed D.S.T.O.Reykjavik Date -jg.lO.M OUT

Following for Harvey. 
NAVAL CYPHER (AOTT)

From D.of s.T.
Following from Ministry War Transport Cass Forty Reference 

A. C. Iceland Signal 1 b-Oi+Z/1 Oth October, paragraph 6f . We 

are experiencing difficulty in obtaining information from 

America as to programme and sailings. Suggest following - 

We send you and S.T.O. information as to fixtures and 

sailings from U.K. You should obtain Icelandic civil 

fixtures and sailings from America through Vilhjalmsson.

U.S. General to obtain programme and sailings U.S. Forces 

account# Combinod programme and sailings could then bo 

considered in Iceland and if fulfilment programme appears 

likely cause congestion agree there as to which cargoes should 

be postponed. Do you or S.T.O. got H.X. and S.C. convoy 
anticipated and post sailing signals those should give you 

11/111. days notice of arrival of all ships from America, if 

not we will have those repeated. Presume you are satisfied 

with information of Convoy doparturos from U.K. Reference 

your Telegram Cassa fortyseven shortage of labour apparently 

aggravating congestion should bo glad to have your further 

observations as to total increase in labour required.

V/hen replying please state anticipated date your return 
London for consultation.

205bA/l6
for D.of S.T,(Ext.2222).

D.of S

ML.
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FROM: Dickens.
DATS: 19/10/41.

3
TIME: 1722.

3 l r 3  G

0 Y F H . E , R.
’ADDRESSED: Air Ministry.

MOST IM/EDIATE.

WX. 4271 Part 1.
YAC-. 39 16/10.
Following for War Transport.
From Mac lay Archangel.
Repeated Moscow, for Ambassador.

Part 1. Your MAST 10.
(I) I will send details shortly although you can 
obtain much recent information from Admiralty and 
M.E.W. am however anxious to give_immediate broad 
recommendation maximum workable size convoy to enable 
you to clan for next few months. Views are based
on personal contact here information as to probable 
date of ice. Number of ice breakers promised at 
conference. Have also considered importance of 
not choking worts as railways can now only load 
between 2 and 3 thousand tons per day (?corrupu) 
and that weather proof storage is limited about 
20 thousand tons. , .
(II) Convoys arriving here delivery now oo end of 
November should be maximum 12 ships each every 10 
days requiring 14 days to discharge and load.
9 ships can discharge at Bakharitsa with rail 
facility balance at Timber wharf without rail 
facilities all uu to 22 foot draught this balance 
should have preferably cargo which can be man 
handled on quay. End first section.

1845/16 (Advance conies sent Ops. 
O.D.,0.1.0. & Trade)

Reed, from Air Min. 0126/20
1st Lord. D.E.V/.D. (3)
1st S.L. I.P. (3).
3rd S.L. W.
4th S.L. Admi. nuimuj
V.C.N.S. * Hodge.
A.G.N.S. (H) •
A.C.N.S. (T). (2}*. 
A.C.N.S. (W).
N. A. 1st S.L.
D. of P. (3).
O. D. (5).
D.N.I. (4).

Admi. nuimuu O.A.S.
- Hodge. V.C.A.S 

. D.C.A.S

P. (3). Air Min. Circulation;-
Iffin of War Transport (Action)

A.C.A.S. (1). 
D. of Plans. 
D.A.F.L. 
A.1.3.A.(1). 
Plans 1. 
D.O.N.C. 
D.0.0.
D.G.O.
D. of Signals
Admiralty,

* r \  f  
i\ . • 11 •

Ivi. (3).  
D.T.D. (4)



3 H  C

M©ST, .SECRETMOST

From, Party 'A'.

CYPHER.

2105/16 Oct,

IN
Date. 19.10.41, 
Time. 2141,

Addressed. Air Ministry. 
MOST
IMMEDIATE.

Y/X. 4271 Part 2.
Second section of Part 1 of my YAG 39
(iii) From early Dec. until mid-Jan. ice conditions 
govern number. If severe ice breakers can only 
bring in up to 3 ships at once and Captain V/yourd 
thinks it would be difficult now to find adequate 
(protection?) (and?) free anchorage. Unless ice 
conditions abnormal suggest 8 ships every 14
days with 14 days turnabout at Economia where all 
ships will discharge and load cargo or (ballast?) 

draughts 22 feet all lifting must be by ships 
derrick.
(iv) From mid Jan. on v/ill depend on ability to 
give naval and air protection. Ships awaiting ice 
breakers (who?) may take up to 14 days for round trip.
(v) All ships from now on should be fully stored 
as if proceeding 3-4 months Polar expedition 
drinking v/ater fresh provisions etc. only obtained 
with difficulty and delay.
(vi) Sugar and grain respirators in bags if 
crowded tons of such cargoes additional to that 
covered para. No, (ii) could be made available 
delivery here (6th November?). Would suggest to 
Soviet Authorities run up weather-proof storage 
for it at various (corrupt group) wharves six 
ships more in each convoy up to 18 ft. draught 
could then be handled but they must only repeat only 
carry cargo that can be man-handled. Such extra 
supplies could be railed to interior during 
remaining winter months.

Immediate decision necessary.
End second section and part one third 

section follows.
2105/16.

Note: Third section Part 2 already circulated 
T.O.'O. 2130/17.

Advance copy D.C., D.O.D.(H), D.D.I.C.

1st Lord,
1st S.L.
3rd S.L.
4th S.L. 
V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S,(T)(2) 
A.C.N.S. (V/)
N.A. 1st S.L. 
D. of P.(2) 
D.O.D.(H) 
D.D.O.D. (H) 
D.N.I.(4)

D. of L.D.
D.A/S.Y/.
D.M.3.
D. G. D.
I.P.(2)
V/.D.
D.C.
Hd. of M.
D. D.I.C.
E. P.S.
D.T.D.(2) 
N.I.D.10
(Pay,Cdr.Wilson).

Air Min. Distribution:
Min. of War Transnort 
(action), C.A.S., V.C.A.S., 
D.C.A.SL,A.C.A.S. (I)
D. of Plans, D.A.F.L., 
ii. I, >j»ii. 1., Plans 1,, 
Admiralty, D.O.N.C.,
D.0.0., D.G.O., D. of S.

Received from A.M.
0625/20/10.
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Thursday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

GERMANIA.
^German)

North Atlantic.
Ready to leave Teneriffe any moment. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0528A/16 to N.A. Stn.)

AURORA.
PEHTOf e .Operation.

Pass through position (?20) miles west of 
Spartel at darkness 18/l0 then proceed high speed 
to anchor in following herth. All bearings and 
distances from flashing light at head of South 
Mole. A. AURORA 282* 5 cables. B. PENELOPE 
214° 4-g- cables. 2. High buoy 271° 6 cables has 
been removed. 3. Oilers with orders will come 
alongside on arrival. Following stores will 
be placed alongside each ship in lighters.
(a) 15 aircraft torpedoes boxed, (b; One 
Oerlikon gun and ammunition, (c) 200 rounds 4 
inch in boxes. As much of above as practicable 
is to be embarked without impairing fighting 
efficiency unduly. 4. There is to be no 
communication with shore. No signals to be 
made unless absolutely essential. Ships' 
companies to be warned no information to be 
divulged to oilers. 5. Should operation be 
postponed you will be ordered by F.O.C.N.A. to 
remain to westward and arrive as in para.l on 
19/10. (S.O. Force H. 0818A/16 to AURORA, 
PENELOPE.)
Owing to S/M activity in Western Approaches to 
Gibraltar speed at least 22 knots is to be 
maintained when eastward longitude 012° W., 
fuel permitting. (F.O.C.N.A. 1746A/16 to 
PENELOPE, AURORA.)

Boom Vessel. Request very early despatch of one Boom working 
vessel to_supplement MOORHILL, no suitable local 
craft available. Vessel will be manned locally. 
(Ref. your 2222A/7 Para (B)). (F.O.C.N.A. 
1022A/16 to Admty. )

BURRA. Completed repairs sailing 16th in accordance with 
routeing instructions contained F.O.C.N.A. 1942A/ 
10 (N.T. inW.R.) (R.O. Horta, 1548/16 to 
F.O.C.N.A.)

AZs
Searches. Your 1044/13. Searches as follows. 10/10 

FORESTER from 1315 until dark on H/F D/F bearing 
obtained by ROCHESTER. 11/10, FORESTER, LIVELY, 
till dark, BN cut obtained at 0953A from Gibraltar W/T and ROCHESTER.
2. No result from these searches. ROCHESTER H/F 
D/F was subsequently found to be defective. A 
report will be forwarded.
3. No A/S contacts obtained throughout the 
voyage. (F.O.C.N.A. 1758A/16 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Rescue . ..
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Rescue Tug.

ALOUETTE.

H.G.75.
A/s Sweep.

Enemy Unit.,

16.10.1941.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

385

North Atlantic - contd.
A.M. 2321A/29/9. In view of present convoy routes 
there is an urgent need for a seagoing rescue 
tug to be stationed Azores or Funchal.
(ii) Will mannyig of SUPERMAN and SEAMAN admit 
of their being based at foreign ports?
(iii) Will their W/T installation allow of 
communication with them up to 1000 miles from 
Gibraltar? (iv) Would it be acceptable for 
SEAMAN and SUPERMAN to be based alternately at 
Azores or Funchal and Gibraltar?
(F.O.C.N.A. 1802A/16 to Admty.)

Your 1657A/l6th. Y.3 Patrol can be maintained
until a.m./22. (ALOUETTE, 1928A/16 to F.O.C.N.A)

Sailing of H.G.75 is to be postponed. Convoy 
will probably sail on 22/10. Meanwhile escort 
forces may be used for A/S sweep as arranged by 
you. (V.C.N.S. 2209A/16 to F.O.C.N.A.)

South Atlantic.
Following bearings obtained at 0001Z/16 (list) 
T.0.0. 0051/16. 54 Groups. 4-letter code.
Considered that this transmission was from a 
surface vessel. (D.D.I.C. 0201A/16 to C. in C. 
S.A., R.A.S.A.D.) 0.I.C.Comment.- Further
bearings indicate a position within 200 miles of 
11° N. 21° W. As this position is near a 
submarine area, the vessel is thought more likely 
to be a supply ship than a raider.
Admty. 0201A/16. DORSETSHIRE and DUNEDIN pro
ceeding to cover S.L.90. DEVONSHIRE and VIMY 
to patrol focal area at seaward end of sector 
through which independents sail close routed.
(ii) Further interceptions, however, indicate 
that unit referred to is U-Boat.
(C. in C. S.A. 0901N/16 to Admty)

/Force Q. ...
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War Diary.

Force Q. 

S.S.DOMINE.

SEVERN.

Movements.

DRAGON.

Convoy.

386

FOREIGN STATIONS.

16.10.1941.
Thursday.

South Atlantic - contd.
ROYAL ULSTERMAN and<RtP.A. PRINCE BAUDOUIN are 
to join Force Q. (C. in C. S.A., 1307N/16 to 
QUEEN EMMA.)

(Spanish) Sailed from Fernando Po 14/10 for 
Teneriffe. Has on hoard 2 Italian and 2 German 
passengers. If encountered ship is to he 
hoarded (? and if) enemy nationals normally 
within category given in A.M. MA” 751 of 13/10/39 
(A.F.O. 277740), 816A of' H/ll/39, 827A of 
18/11/3? and 630A of 3/10/41, they are to he 
removed. Ship has Navicerts. (C. in C. S.A. 
1507N/16 to Ships in Area P.)

Your 1630/15. I assume SEVERN will arrive in 
020° 48’ N. 018° 00* W. at 1900A/19.
(C. in C. S.A. 1709N/16 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Summary 2000/16. (C. in C. S.A., 1723N/16)
See Lion Copy.

DRAGON’S 1412/15. Departure of DRAGON delayed 
on account of condenser trouble. TEVTOTCBANK 
has been sailed independently in hopes that 
DRAGON will he able to catch up,my 1943/16 
refers. Further signal will he made.
(F.O.I.C. Simonstown 1957Z/16 to C. in C. E.I.)

Ref. A.G.M. 573 AZ (1149/13) Estimated PMC. and 
S. 0100Z/17. ETHIOPIAN, WALLFLOWER, NICOLA,
010° 35’ N. 018° 50’ W. Ill® 10£ knots.leather. 
(WALLFLOWER 2300Z/16 to C. in C. S.A.)
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INMOST SECRET
From C. in 0. South Atlantic Date 16.10.41

NAVAL CYPHER (C) BY VT & T/P.

Addressed South Atlantic Stn. Squadron negative Corvettes. Repeated Admiralty.
IMPORTANT

H.M.S. GURKHA with S L*42? 010 degrees 00’ North,016 degrees 36! V/est.326 degrees.7? knots.(BURDOCK)006 degrees 30* North,012 degrees 05* West,307 degrees, n knots. H,M.S..MILFORD 006 degrees 05» North,012 degrees 10* West, 318 degrees, 7 knots. H.M.S. DERBYSHIRE 027 degrees 40’ North,015 degrees 30* West, 322 degrees,14 knots, to patrol K 34 B, K 35 A.H.M.S. DUNNCTTAR CASTLE 023 degrees 20* South,013 degrees 30' West, 110 degrees,13 knots. H.M.S. PRETORIA CASTLE in position 022 degrees 10' S. 016 degrees 50* W. at 0800/16 proceeding to patrol I 35 A I 34 B.H.M.S. EULOLO K 32 0 and D L 32 A and B.H.M.S. BIRMINGHAM near Albrolhos Rock.SOUTHERN GEM on passage Lagos to Freetown,approx, position 003 degrees 30* N. 007 degrees 30* W.H.M.S. DEVONSHIRE H.M.S. VIlvIY left Freetown 1130/16 to patrol in Sector G about 300 miles from Freetown.H.M.S. DORSETSHIRE H.M.S. DUNEDIN left Freetown 1200/16 to overtake and cover S L 90.

Advance copy Duty Captain, D.O.D.(F), D.T.D.
V. C.N.S.A.G.N.S. (H)A.C.N.S(F)A.C.N.S.(T)(2)N.A. 1st S.L.D. of P.(2)D.O.D.(F)D.D.O.D.(F)D.O.D.(H)D.D.O.D.(H)D.N.I.(4)D.A/S.W.
I.P .(2)W. D.D.C.(2)N.I.D. 10 Head of M.D.n.T.o.

■* ? S .l -  CjO

iovements summary 2000/16 October

1723N/16
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Mediterranean.
Aircraft. S.O. Force H ’s 0947/4. The sooner the Albacores

arrive the better hut I do not wish to press 
S.O. Force H. to operate under unfavourable 
conditions. (C. in G. Med. 1010B/16 to Adty.)

TETRARCH. Please show Capt. S.l. 0815B/15 to F.O.(S) and
tell him that no action is being taken here 
regarding TETRARCH proceeding direct to U.S.A. 
from Gibraltar. (C.S.O. toF.O.(S) 1044A/16 
to Capt. S.10.)
From F.0.S. in Malta. Capt. S.l’s 0851A/15. 
From personnel aspect it is strongly urged that 
TETRARCH should proceed to U.K. on her way to 
U.S.A. (Capt. S.10 1820A/16 to C. in C. Med.)

TALISMAN. 
> TETRARCH. 
sREGENT.

Your 0851B/15 approved. (C. in C. Med. 1129B/16 
to S.l.)

Docks. Your 1914/8. Sabang Dock has already been taken
up for Admiralty service at Singapore. It is 
considered practicable to move Stanbul Dock to 
Alexandretta provided Turks can be oersuaded to 
do so. (C. in C. Med. 1152B/16 to P.S.T.O. 
Egypt.)

THORN.
'REGENT.

My 1105B/15. Amend E.T.A. to read 1300B (? 17th) 
(Capt. S.l. 120IB/16.)

U/B
attacked.

Day 15/10. Of 3 Blenheims on R/C for shipping 
between Crete and Libya, 1 sighted a submarine 
on surface about 150 miles north of Gazala and 
attacked with four 250-lb bombs. 2 direct hits 
and a third near target. Submarine considered 
severely damaged. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1221/16.)

Station 
Limit. E.

As from 21/10 the Eastern limit of the Mediterr
anean station will become 045° 05’ E.
2. S.N.O. Red Sea with H.Q. at Suez will be 
responsible to C. in C. Med. His title becomes 
F.O.C. Red Sea. 3. Aden W/T station will remain 
operatively under C. in C. E.I.
(Head of M. 1237A/16 to C.'s in C. etc.)

/MAURO ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
MAURO CROCE Departure 15th at night for Barcelona.
(Italian) (Valencia T.H.I. 1250/16 to M. of W.T.)

BALKAN
(Bulgarian)

X
My 1245B/16 (N.T. in W.D.) BALKAN sailed 1130 
G.M.T. (S.O.I. Istanbul, 1526B/16 to S.O.I. 
Med.) W.R. Note: Received via N.I.D.
W.D. Note: BALKAN, Bulgarian, last reported 
arrived Istanbul 27/9 for Trieste.

VENDETTA. Intend following programme for VENDETTA (from
Alexandria to Singapore) (C. in C. Med. 1634B/16 
to Admty.)

BALOIC
(Roumanian)

My 1245B/16. 'BALTHIC (? BALCIC) will sail 18 
hours G.M.T. A.l. (S.O.I. Istanbul, 1825B/16 
to S.O.I. Med.)
My 1245B/16. BALCIC sailed 19 hours G.M.T.
T.0.0. 21.31 B.?16. (S.O.I. Istanbul, No T.0.0./
16 to S.07I. Med.)

Situation 3 enemy cruisers and 6 destroyers sighted by
Report 158. aircraft at 1045/13 steering N.W. in 038° 10’ N.

018° 26' E. Battle Fleet returned to harbour 
p.m./l4 without other incident than air attack 
reported in my 2030/13.
2. Western Desert. Operation "Cultivate” con
tinues. Shelling of Tobruk by shore battery has 
increased. During month September there were
37 daylight and 31 night air raids on Tobruk. 
Only heavy raid was on 1/9 bu\ over 100 machines 
directed principally on harbour. 2 "A" lighters 
lost, see my 1033/15. Another Caique with 18 
British soldiers and 3 Greeks has reached 
vicinity of Mersa Matruh.
3. R.A.F. report 2 certain and 1 probable direct 
hit with 250 pound bomb on U-Boat at 1430/15 in 
034° (?211) N. 023° 11* E. and consider U-Boat 
probably sunk. Swordfish attack on convoy see 
H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1900/14.
4. Levant. Corvettes carrying out A/S sweep in 
area between Cyprus and Syria.
(C. in C. Med. 1901B/16 to Admty.)

RORQUAL. Will be ready to sail P.M./17.
(V.A. Malta, 1925A/16 to C. in C. Med.)

/TETRARCH ..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - contd.
Sails 1700B/17 for Malta routed through
(a) 032° 30’ 028° 36*
(b) 033° 50' 025° 00*
(c) 035° 30’ 017° 00’
thence as ordered by Capt.(S) 10, who is also 
requested to issue onward routeing instructions to 
Gibraltar. F.O.C.N.A. is requested to issue 
routeing instructions for passage to Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, U.S.A. TETRARCH will be diving 
for trimming in Alexandria S/M exercise 
Sanctuary. (Capt.S.l. 2225B/16 toC.inC. Med.)

R/C suggest merchant ships may leave vicinity 
032° 22t 019® 52’ shortly. Destination unknown 
but probably some north-bound through THORN's 
area. (Capt. S.l. 2311B/16 to REGENT, THORN.)

East Indies.
Ref. my 487/4 of 2/9, Addu Atoll is suitable. 
A.O.C. F.E. will arrange for an advanced base for 
one flying boat Squadron to be constructed in 
anticipation of your approval. 2. Do you concur? 
Pass to Admiralty. (Easfar, 0800/14 to Air 
Ministry.) 487/4 2/9. In view of developments 
at Addu Atoll (see Admty. 1330A/23/8) to G. in 
C. China, number 651, facilities for operation 
of 1 complete flying boat squadron should be 
provided there if this is found practicable.
2. A.O.C.F.E. will report results of R/C as 
early as possible. (Easfar, 0430/16 to Air 
Ministry)

My 0612/1. Following is intended programme.
(C. in C. E.I. 1146Z/16 to F.O.C.R.I.N., S.N.O. 
Port T.) See Lion Copy.

Your 2200/15. Yes. See my 1300/14. 
(C. in C. E.I., 1336Z/16 to Admty.)

/AUSTRALIA ...
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Prom: C, in  C, East In d ies ,

MESSAGE. 1146z/16 October IN.

Date: 17,10,41

Reed: 1030

IIaval Cypher A2 by C. and W,_______________

Addressed: P .0 .C .'R .I.N . S.N.O. P o rt T repeated A dm ira lty ,
R.A. A lexan dria , C. in  C. China, N .O .I.C .
C a lcu tta , P .S .T .O . Egypt,

877. Moot S ecre t. My 0612 1st not to

a l l  addresees. (1 ) ' F o llow in g  is  my intended programme f o r  

GPGD (CLAN po rbes ) .

( a )  October 20. Leave Addu A t o l l .  B efore  s a i l in g  M .I4B.D .0, 

equipment is  to  be res to red  ready f o r  in s ta l la t io n  de fence at 

Nancowry. Personnel are to  remain at Addu A t o l l ,

(b )  October 25. A rr iv e s  C a lcu tta . Disembarks commercial 

cargo. Bnbarks fo l lo w in g

( * )  700 tons o f  Indian Army s to res . F .0 .C .R ,I .N . 0645 10th 

and 1617 14th to  C. in  C. East In d ies  on ly  r e fe r s .

(2 )  Tubular s c a ffo ld in g  asked f o r  in  my 0610 3rd to  F .0 .C .R .I .N  

on ly , F .O .C .R .I.U . is  requested to  con firm  that th is  w i l l  be 

ready

(3 )  2 30 cwt lo r r ie s  f o r  D iego G arcia. Arm Ind ia/s S D 5 

T O O  1020 14th  not to  a l l  addresses r e fe r s

(4 )  1 L ia ison  o f f i c e r  and 1  B r it is h  other ranks. Arm 

In d ia ’ s S D 5 T 0 0 0715 14th to  C. in  C, East In d ies  on ly
f

r e fe r s .

(5 )  One A rt isa n  Company. P ,0 ,C .R * I ,N l  2 3 4 5s 1617 14th. to  G. in  C,
• • • ‘ ’ , • |

East In d ies  on ly  r e fe r s .  N .O .I.C . C a lcu tta  is . requested  to

in crease  GPGB ( CLAN PORBES) temporary accommodation by
’ f

f i v e  o f f ic e r s  and 120 rdnks w h ile  sh ip is  at C a lcu tta .

-  ’ ( c )  November 2nd

)1

)I



"s*y * -

( c )  November 2nd leaves Calcutta.«  -  »

(d ) November 6th arrives Colombo. Embark one four inch* ..

• i /= i t_. ,

. cun and miscellaneous stores and provisions fo r  Addu A to l l
* ■ " ■ 

two s ix  inch guns fo r  Diego Garcia.

( e )  November 7th leaves Colombo,

( f ) November 9th arrives Addu A to ll.  Lands Indian Amy

advance party and one k inch gun. Embarks M.N.B.D.O. 

personnel fo r  Noncowry,

(g ) November 10th leaves Addu A to ll.- ' •* - >

(h ) November 12, Arrives Diego Garcia. Lands
f *- • ” .. - '■*

>. 2 s ix  inch guns and 2 30 cvrb lo r r ie s .

( i )  No.verrfber Id. Leaves Diego Garcia.• ' -v •*: '*■

(3 ) November 20. Arrives Nancowry. (2,) Authorities
. . . . > . . . .  . .. . . ... 

concerned are requested to inform me as soon as possible

i f  they do not concur in above programme.

(3) F.O.C.R. I.N . pass to Arm India. R.A. Alexandria pass 

to G.H.Q. Middle East fo r  Commander 1st R.M. Group M.N.B.D.O.
'  .. r . -i •» -  i  . t  .S.N.O. Port T pass to Defence Commander and N.O. I.C  

Port' T«

anc

1st Lord 
1st S.L. 
dth  S .L . 
V.C.N.S.
A.O.N.S. (P ) 
A.C.N.S. ('T) (  2 ) 
N.A. 1st S.L. 
D.C. (2 )
D.O.D, (P ) 
D.D.O.D. (p )
D. D. I.C , (2 )

-  .  . i

Hd£z/16
Advance copy sent D.C. D.O.D. (P ) D.T.D.

E.P.S.
D. o f P. (2 ) 
D .N.I. (d )
D. • o f S.T.
D.T.D. (2 )
D.T.D. (M) 
Admiral P a ll is e r  
D.A/S.W.
D.C.O.
D.T.S.D. (C.O. ) 
HcU o f M. (12) 
I.P. (2)
W.D.

••••
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East Indies - contd.
AUSTRALIA is being sailed for Durban now with a 
view to visiting Crozet and Kerguelen Island 
as planned in my 1428/15/8. (2) Cruise will
be between about 26/10 and 12/11.
-(C. in C. E.I., 1340Z/16 to Admty.)

Leaves Colombo a.m./l7. E.T.A. Sandheads 1030Z/21. 
Anticipated draught 20 feet forward 24 feet 9 
inches aft. (C. in C. E.I. 1356Z/16 to F.O.C.R. I.N. )

Your 0804/15. Intend SNAPDRAGON leave Basra 
p.m./l7 arrive Aden 25/10, leave 26/10 and 
arrive Suez 31/10. (S.N.O.P.G. 1950Z/16 toC. in C. E.I.)

One Ceylon. Scale of possible attack on 
Ceylon assessed at maximum two Divisions under 
Naval Situation as given in para 6 of Ceylon 
Joint Naval Army and Air Force appreciation 1940 
forwarded under 49911/M.0.1 of 16/12/40.
Two. Reinforcements have been calculated and 
defensive works being planned to meet the scale 
of attack given in para 10 of appreciation. 
Three. Confirm that Naval situation remains 
unaltered, that two divisions is a correct 
estimate of scale of possible attack and that 
defence works should be constructed accordingly. 
(C. in C. India 2126/16 to T/.O.)

America and West Indies.
Diverted to loading of planes at Los Angeles 
sailing six hours late. Arrived Balboa 1800Z/14 
unable to commence transit of canal until 1030Z/15. 
Left Colon 0100Z/16. E.T.A. off Cape Henry 
1430Z/20. (2) Submit arrangements for D.G.
Trials may be made b efore entering harbour.
( 3) Suction Manifold of Port Feed Pumps fractured. 
Require repairs or renewal. (EMPIRE FULMAR, 
0100Z/16 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

/LIVERPOOL ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and V/est Indies - contd.

LIVERPOOL. Admty. 1822A/8. LIVERPOOL will arrive Mare 
Island about 23/10 arriving Bermuda about 7/11. 
When definite dates are known B.A.D. Yfashington 
will concert sailing and fuelling arrangements 
with C. in C. A.W.I. (B.A.R.M. 0854R/16 to 
Admty. etc.)

PANDORA. My 1718R/9. Completion date PANDORA ex trials 
is 12/11. (B.A.R.M. 1022R/16 to Admty.)

MANCHESTER. My 1242R/7. MANCHESTER completion date is 
6/4 1942 ex trials. (B.A.R.M. 1024R/16 to 
Admty.)

SHEDIAC.
/ n .t , u. mO .

Your 1630Z/15. Confirm name of her as SHEDIAC. 
(C.C.N.F. 1155Z/16 to A.C.I.C.)

E LIP IRE WAVE. EMPIRE Y/AVE due Halifax 10/10 has not arrived. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1409Z/16 to Admty.)

ROODE ZEE. Your 1833A/15. No date for release can yet be 
given. Every endeavour is being made to obtain 
suitable tug to replace. (C. in C. A.W.I. 
1622Q/16 to Admty.)

Suspicious 
Ship, 14/10.

Report from AAGTEKERK. (a) 14/10 0900 (b) 008° 
30’ N. 051° 30’ W. (c) 282° 15 knots.
Suspicious ship same course 18 to 19 knots on 
Port quarter (d) 13 miles (e) altered to North, 
increased to 16 knots, ship followed. Altered 
to East, ship followed and overtaking. Sent out 
RR RR at 0940. Suspicious ship slowed down. 
Altered to North, ran 30 miles, left ship behind 
(f) (description) (g)(?) High ship or raider (h) 
ship certainly suspicious. A.1.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1626Q/16 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

Troop
Convoy.

Your 1955/15. Request composition and 
accomodation troop convoy leaving Canada approx. 
2/11. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1704Z/16 to Admty.)

Halifax
w / t .

Admiralty message GY. Admiralty message GU, 
Para. 3 (a) (b) (c) and (d). Amend call sign 
of Halifax w /t Station to read MCFH”.
(D.S.D. 1841A/16 to G.B.M.S. all areas.)

/N aval
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America and West Indies - contd.
Naval British requirements for 1942 etc. Reply to
Strength. Admty. 1735A/10. (B.A.D. 2037R/16 to Admty.)

See Lion Copy.

Supplies for My 1738R/14 (N.T. in W.D.) Havana has replied,
(7/Bs. (Begins) A. Hohenlohe's job is to arrange fuel

supply for U.29 and U.143. B. Both S/Ms are 
in the vicinity of the Caribbean Sea (ends). 
Enquiries being made Ciudad Trujillo and 
Mexico. (S.O.I. Kingston 2056R/16 to Admty.) 
These boats not in Western Atlantic, see 1923/19.

Refits,
U T a^ i
CoastT

c
Your 1711Z/20/9 and 1450Z/15/10. In order that 
Admty. may be fully informed it would be of 
assistance if following information concerning 
refits of vessels on Atlantic coast could be 
signalled when a ship is taken in hand.
(aT Name of Port, (b) Date taken in hand.
(c) Anticipated date of completion.
2. Request you will signal this information now 
in respect of NIAGARA and HAMILTON.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 2208A/16 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

Australia.
Destroyers._ My 1218Z/24 (re disposal STUART, VOYAGER, VAMPIRE

and VENDETTA) would appreciate early reply. 
(A.C.N.B. 0741Z/16 to Admty.)

CHIOS. Your 1845A/14 to D.N.I. Melbourne. Please refer
to my 0126Z/15. (A.C.N.B. 0803Z/16 to Admty.)

MANOORA. Ref. Admty. 1351A/24. Propose MANOORA sail from
KANIHBTrA Sydney 18/11 arriving Colombo 6/12. A.C.N.B.
exchange. would appreciate information concerning return

of KANIMBLA. (A.C.N.B. 1216Z/16 to C. in C. E.I.)
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HOST October IN
From B.A.D. Washington.
(__.__________ Naval Cypher Q.T.T. by cable.

Late 17/10/-1 
Reed. 0910

Addressed:- Admiralty.
IMPORTANT
779.. Your 1735A/10.

We. assume commitments govern assessment of 
British requirements given in Annex 1 of B. H (41) 14 
are those involved in areas of responsibility 
allocated to British Commonwealth under A B C -  one, 
Annex 2.

(ii) We assume also that these estimates rely 
on assumption by U.3. Navy of 'commitments in North 
Atlantic area, described in A B C  - one, Annex 3 
paragraph 57, in whatever strength is necessary at 
-time of assumption.
(iii) In para. 7 (A) of B H (41) 14, -she next step 

in procedure is additional full U.S. requirements 
to be added to British figures given in- Annexes.
The recommendation add, "the basis of estimation must, 
of course, be similar m  each ease."

(iv) To proceed it is possible however that basis 
of calculations for U.S. Navy requirements will be the 
: " 2 - ocean navy" programme which has already been 
‘authorized and is under way. The present programme 
figures will make U.S. Navy totals to complete by 
January 1947:' Battleships 32, Battle Cruisers 5, 
Aircraft.carriers 18, 8 inch cruisers, 26,heavy o inch 
cruisers 34, light 6 inch cruisers IS. To complete 
by January 1944 destroyers 316 3/ras 155.

■A., (v) The basis of estimation.for both U.S. 
requirement is understood to be blackest proposition,
■ namely that British Empire has ceased to fight, 
the British Fleet is not available and U.S. is facing 
a 2 - ocean war alone'. ,

(vi) Assuming however that British Empire and U.S. 
both fight against Axis rowers and assuming that we 
continue to aim at the total shown in column 2 of 
enclosure one to Annex one of B H (41) 14 and U.S. 
continues to aim at production of 2 - ocean navy 
already authorized, there will in main categories 
of naval vessels, be an excess over total of forces 
required for the full performance of strategic tasks 
that can be envisaged. This, excess would represent 
a  waste' of ship - building effort. On the other 

A hand until position of U.S.. is clearer I appreciate
. • ‘ * , • that/



that it is considered politic to aim for our requirements in full irrespective of U*3. needs.
(vii) Should it ho impossible owing to lack of capacity or other reasons for U.S. to build, on our account, the ships listed as deficiency column 12 of. enclosure one to Annex one of 3 H (41) 14 there remain 3 ways of covering the gap in British requirements.(a) "to transfer further areas to U.S. responsibility!and when they enter war, so as to reduce our ova commitments.

(b) To persuade then to attach to our forces in varicareas for which wo are responsible U.S. ships manned by U.S, navy to make up our deficiencies.
(c) To transfer some of the ships building on U.S.account to British flag, to be manned by Royal Navy under Lend Lease terms.
An A(viii) Procedure 7 (c) above would entail raising and training the necessary men to man these ships in anticipation of their transfer and may result in duplication of effort in raising and training the -necessary U 3. crews as well previous to the decision to transfer.

(ix) To avoid the waste of production and personnel -suggested above it would seem necessary to rely on-full U.S. belligerency to adopt one or both of .the expedients outlined in para (vii) (a) end (b) above and to reduce British programme until total of naval forces under combined programme does not exceed -strategical requirements unless we can persuade the U. tar reduce ytheir own programme.
{X) .Alternatively it might be possible to approai the-whole subject from a new angle''and to undertake Jointly, with,.U.S. Naval Staff the expansion oi A 3 C - one-Annex throe, so as to allocate forces required to every area on strategic consideration thus arriving •at a - Joint UiS. - R.-N. total navy requirement. This would demonstrate the logical necessity for a two Ocea: "Navy Programme and might conOeivrbly have. that r -sult or at least ;give- some ships in'it a lower priority.

~  2 -

1st Lord A:1st S.L. •
2nd S.L.
3rd S.L.4th S.L.
5th S,L. VvC.N.S. A.O.N.3.(H) 
A.C .N .S.(F ). A.G.N.S.(T)'2) A.G.N.S.(W)- 
N.A. 1st S.L.

2037R/16B.of P.(2)B.O.D., (K)B.B.O.B.- (H)D.O.D.(F) .D.D.G.-D. (:F) 
i J .N . I .  (4)p 

jj.S, B.B.N.A.B.B.of L.D.B.A/S.W.
B.ivLS.I.P.(2)

W.D,D.G.Hd. of M. |D. T.S.B.7).D. I.C.E. P.3.B.T.B. (2)N.I.B.IO Pay?* Gdr WilsonD.G.B. Adi. Bail!Sec, Adi.BellP.A.S.(S)
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15/10*7EMPIRE HERON 
I"LA~ “
SILVER^CEDAR.

S.C.48.

ft«oA!>W>47£/?

393

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

16.10.1941.
Thursday.

Ships Attacked.
My 2330Z/15. Ref. W.A.C.I. 102.
(a) No contact obtained. Area illuminated by 
star shells.
(b) Starboard correctly signalled.
(c) Escort in position A D G J of N E 
(corrupt groups) A S V ahead.
(d) S.S. EMPIRE HERON, British, rear ship 
starboard column, sank immediately.
(e) 2330Z/15 in 054°55’ N. , 027° 15' W.
(f) 034° since 1500(?/)15. Evasive (?courses) 
had been ordered for 0200Z and 0600.
(g) Weather report 4472 9964
(h) A submarine (?originally) observed on surface 
about 7 miles on port beam of convoy by 
COLUMBIA and attacked at 1400Z(?/) 15 while 
joining convoy. Result unknown. Night attack 
apparently by single Submarine. Ref. C. in C. 
W.A., 1706A/8/9 para. 3.
(a) No boats or rafts were got away.
(b) Sole survivor found raft and was picked up 
by GLADIOLUS. Remainder unaccounted for.
(c) Due to shortage of escort GLADIOLUS did not 
remain in vicinity.
(COLUMBIA 0930/16 to C. in C.W.A.)

? i u
My 1018A/6. (N.T. inW.R.) WETASKIWIN reported 
two ships torpedoed 0705Z/15 in 053° 34' N.,
029° 57' W. Pour Corvettes with convoy.
COLUMBIA and other escort hot in company. 10 
Stragglers including Commodore. HIGHLANDER, 
BROADWAY from T.C.14 and VERONICA, ABELIA from 
0.N.25 should join convoy P.M. today. U.S. 
Destroyers GREER, KEARNEY, DECATUR, PLUNKETV, and 
LIVERMORE from 0.N.24 have been ordered to join. 
(C. in C.W.A., 1142A/16, to BULLDOG, AMAZON, 
RICHMOND, GEORGETOWN, HEARTSEASE, ANGLE,
CAPE WARWICK.)
Now known that the 3 ships torpedoed in S.C.48 
on 15/10 and 16/10 were:-
EMPIRE HERON, British, 6023 tons, Freeport to 
Manchester.
ILA, Norwegian, 1583 tons, Boston to Glasgow. 
SILVEJCCEDAR, British, 4354 tons, New York to 
Liverpool. (D.S.774, 18/10.)
Rejoin 0.N.25 forthwith. DIANTHUS and ACONITE 
have proceeded to assistance of VANCOUVER ISLAND. 
(C. in C.W.A., 2338A/16 to PICTOU.)
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0001Z.
S/M's Reported.
Enemy transmission, possible U/B. (C. in C.S.A., 0901N/16.) See South Atlantic.

0750. One submarine bearing 240° distant 5 miles 
approx., course 090° my position 55.48N.,
08.22 W., at 0750.
(A/C using V 9 G R., 0750/16 to 15 Group.)
Enemy submarine previously reported has dived. 
Unable attack, sea too rough distinguish wake. 
(A/C V.9.G.R. 0810/16 to 15 Group.)
A/C reports U/boat dived in 55° 48' N. , 08° 22' 
W., at 0750/16.
(C. in C.W.A., 0952A/16 to CILICIA, FORTH,
CAIRO LANCASTER, all escorts of H.G.74, amended 
1046A/16.)

04270. Bearing by D/F at 0427C/16 position of enemy 
U-boat(s) was 067° 52' IT., 042° E., reliable 
fix. Admiralty pass to SUFFOLK.(S.B.N.O. Murmansk, 0946C/16 to Admty.)Admiral requests minesweeper be sent to search 
for U-boat sighted by aircraft in 067° 53' N., 
042° 10’ E., at 0427C/16. Flying boats type 
M.B.R.Z. will co-operate. They will circle position if U-boat sighted and fire 2 white 
Very lights.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1042/16 to SUFFOLK.)

0824Z. D/F bearings at 0824Z/16 indicate U.boat still 
shadowing Convoy S.C.48.
(D.D.I.C. 0959A/16 to A.I.G.62 etc.)

1320. Am over enemy S/m in 55°36'N., 9°05’ W.
(A/c using call sign G9V-0. 1320/16 to 15 Group.) 
Un-confirmed report from Aircraft of Periscope 
in 55° 36’ N., 9° 05' W., at 1320.
(C. in C.W.A., 1354A/16 to Escorts H.G.74 and 
T.C.14. CILICIA.)

Estimated U.Boat dispositions in Atlantic. 
(D.D.I.C.1456A/16.) (U.S.C.N.O., 2056/16 to 
C. in C.A.F.)

0001/15. Trawler entering Leixoes reports at 0001/15 
it encountered s/m 4 miles due West of that 
port.
(R.O., Oporto, 1847/16 to S.O.I., Gibraltar.)

/1603
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

16.10.1941.
Thursday.

Submarines Reported.
Daily Op. Sum. Prom Bathurst. 204 Squadron. 
Sunderland detailed to locate S.S.GARD finding 
enemy submarine in position 13.20 N., 17.06W., 
at 1603/16. Aircraft attempted attack but bomb 
circuit (?group omitted). Submarine escaped. 
GARD? not located. Further Sunderland 
despatched to search for U boat 1928/15. Water
borne 0635/16 - nil report.
(Freetown, 1900/16, to Air Ministry.)

Submarines Attacked.
At 1400Z/15. (COLUMBIA, 0930/16.)See Ships 
Attacked.

Blenheim A/C attacked TT/B north of Gazala 15/10. 
(H.Q. R.A.F., M.E., 1221/16.) See Mediterranean.

One submarine on the surface (unknown) 36° 50’ N.,
6° 28' W.
(IMPERIALIST, 0400A/16, to Gibraltar W/T.)
My 0040, position 300 TRA 80.
(IMPERIALIST, 0520A/16 to Gibraltar W/T.)
0345A sighted submarine on the surface closed 
attempted to ram unsuccessful. Submarine made 
off on surface. High speed. Opened fire 
4-inch, submarine seen diving, fired depth 
charge pattern, lost contact 0420. Still 
searching the area.
(IMPERIALIST, 0540A/16 to F.O.C.N.A.)

U/B hit and damaged by Blenheims off Gazala. 
(H.Q. R.A.F., M.E. 1221/16.) See Mediterranean.

Am over enemy S/M in 55.58N., 26.59W. Enemy 
S/M previously reported was sighted on the surface 
and was observed to submerge on a course 060°
6 knots.
(A/C U, 1725/16, to 15 Group.)
Catalina A/C of 240 Sqdn. (D.S., 773.)
Enemy S/M sighted and attacked by A/C at 1725A/16 
in 55° 58' N., 26° 59* W., on surface course 
060° 6 Kts. One hit estimated.
(D.C.1821A/16 to Opnav, Escorts of S.C.48.)
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Home Commands.
INDOMITABLE left U.K. today to work up in the 
Y/est Indies.

The convoy cycle of 0.3. and 3.L. convoys is 
being extended to 12 days commencing with 0.S.10 
sailing on 25/10 and 3.L. 91 on 27/10.

Soviet S/M D.3 returned from patrol off Tana 
Fjord today and claims to have sunk 4 ships.

decent experience has emphasised the lack of 
effective means of detecting low flying aircraft.

British Air Operations.
13 aircraft attacked Dunkirk last night and 
4 Ostend.

8 Hurricanes this afternoon attacked 2 armed 
trawlers off Zeebrugge and severely damaged them 
and set them on fire.

Mining.

Aircraft laid mines last night at Brest, Lorient 
and St. Nazaire.

Minelaying by enemy aircraft last night was 
suspected in the Thames Estuary. Mines were 
detonated today in the Estuary.

In the Bristol Channel two mines were exploded 
Flatholm Light.
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SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic.
Convoys. The Admiralty have ordered the sailing of convoy

H.G. 75 to be postponed until 22/10 (later 
altered to 21/10} the escort forces being used 
for A/S sweep as arranged by F. 0. C.N.A. The 
latter points out that this will entail some 
17 additional ships lying in the exposed outer 
anchorage at Gibraltar during the dark period 
during which he has information that another 
attack is to be made on these ships.

Mediterranean.
16 Wellingtons from Malta bombed Naples last 
night and report the Silurificio Torpedo Factory 
probably destroyed.

6 Blenheims with Hurricane escort bombed the 
seaplane base at Syracuse at 0850.

Libya and
Western
Desert.

S. 3. PASS OF BALMAHA and SAMOS were torpedoed 
and sunk by a U-boat at 0400/17, 50 miles west of 
Alexandria whilst proceeding to Tobruk with 
petrol and stores respectively. The latter was 
Greek manned and some survivors have been picked 
up. PASS OF BALMAHA was manned by Merchant 
Service and it is feared there are no survivors 
as ship exploded.

Odessa The Russians announced tonight that the evacuation
evacuated. of their troops from Odessa is completed. The

operation occupied 8 days.

M.V. CLAN MACDONALD, on passage unescorted, from 
Malta to Gibraltar was twice attacked this after
noon by Italian aircraft, with bombs and torpedoes. 
Successful avoiding action was taken in the first/ 

and the second was driven off by gunfire. attack
CLAN MACDONALD reached Gibraltar undamaged.
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East Indies.
The Free French wi3h to set up a Naval Base at 
Zeila to watch a loophole in the blockade of 
Jibuti. C. in G. E.I. considers it most 
undesirable to set up a Free French Naval Base 
within 25 miles of Jibuti, as the participation 
of any Free French Force will only serve to 
strengthen resistance.

Operation "Ration" was stopped at dusk today. 
No interceptions have been made.

Kerguelen. AUSTRALIA is to visit Crozet and Kerguelen
Islands. The Admiralty suggest that C. in G. E.I. 
should consider AUSTRALIA laying magnetic ground 
mines there.

China.

Convoy 
3.C.48. 
U.S.'S., 
KEARNEY and 
S. S. BOLD 
VENTURE ~ 
BARFONN. 
W.C.TEAGLE. 
ERVIKEN. 
SVROS.
RYM.

It is reported in the press that the U.S.A.
Govt, today ordered all American shipping in 
the northern Pacific to return to port. It is 
not known whether the ships are to return to 
U. S.A., British or other friendly port.
U-Boat Campaign.
The convoy was attacked four times last night and 
6 more ships were torpedoed, of which 5 sank.
U.S. Destroyer KEARNyfr (one of those ordered to 
join 3.C.48 from 0.N.24) was torpedoed near the 
convoy at 0200/17.
The first attack last night occurred at 2220/16 
in 56° 58’ N., 25° 4 ’ W. Further attacks took 
place at 2330/16, 0145/17 and 0300/17, by at least 
2 U-boats, probably attacking singly.
Ships torpedoed are BOLD VENTURE (U.S.A.-cf 
B.A.D. Washington 1907R/23/8/41. BARFONN 
(Nor. Tanker) Sunk, 32.C. TEAGLE (Tanker) Sunk. 
ERVIKEN (Norw) Sunk., EVR0S (Greek) sunk. RYM 
(Norw) Afloat and abandoned 1114Z/17 in 57° 1’ N. 
24° 20’ W.
Times and dates of attacks are not known*

/3« C« 48*••• •
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SITUATION REPORT.

17.10.1941.
Friday.

U-Boat Campaign. - Conta.
FICTOU and BROADWATER carried out attacks on 
2 U-boats sighted on the surface.

VERONICA also reports that she carried out 5 
attacks on a U-boat sighted at 1503Z in 57° 1' N. 
22° 10* V/., and considers she destroyed it.

See Mediterranean.

See South At 1 antic. ( K <fZ l ■
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R.O.N.
Corvettes.

S/M spare 
crew at_ 
Polyarno.

INDOMITABLE.

SAt 175«

Russian 
torpedoes.

400
17.10.1941.Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
A.M. 1653A/4. On arrival in U.K. RANPURA will 
"be taken in hand for re-arming by Messrs. D. &
W. Henderson & Co. Glasgow. (D.O.D. (F) 1239A/17 
to C. in C. W.A.)
RANPURA and AURANIA are due to arrive Clyde 
about 23/10.
2. On arrival maximum leave should he granted 
in accordance with A.F.O. 4374/41.
(D.O.D. (H) 1652A/17 to F.O.I.C. Greenock).
My I655A/1 5. ALAUNIA and ASCANIA are to he 
taken in hand to he fitted for tropical service. 
Any outstanding A ’s and A ’s and defects which 
can he dealt with in time required for 
tropicalisation should also he taken in hand.
2. A further signal will he made.
(D.O.D.(F) 1805A/17).

Commodore WESTERN ISLES strongly recommends 
that R.G.N. Corvettes should he sailed to 
Greenock to complete with oil fuel and to give 
night leave to each watch prior to working up 
at Tobermory. (C.C.C.S. 1435A/17 to N.S.H.Q.)

Your1501C/7 received and being passed to 
Capt. (S) 5. Yes. (F.O.S. 1808A/17 to 
S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

As it appears unlikely any attendant destroyers 
will he available during working up period it 
is requested arrangements may he made for at 
least one seaworthy craft to he available at 
Bermuda Jamaica and Trinidad. It is preferable 
these should he fast hut if of even moderate 
speed they would he of great value.
(INDOMITABLE 1910A/17 to Adty.)

Co-operation with Russia.
Molodki class S/M 175 arrived from patrol of 
Vardo area 16/10. One merchant vessel estimated 
3000 tons torpedoed and sunk at anchor alongside 
newly constructed quay at Havningherg 70° 32* N. 
30° 38' E. on 8/10.
Sightings. (S.B.N.O. North Russia 1^09C/17).

Your 1329C/13. Torpedoes may he embarked 
in any suitable ship. (D.T.D. 1933A/17 to 
S.B.N.O. Murmansk.)

/Murmansk
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HOME COMMANDS.

C o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  R u s s ia  -  con td .

M urmansk (2 )  Murmansk i t s e l f  i s  s u i t a b l e  p o r t  fo r  convoy 
o f  8 s h ip s  b u t  r a i l  co n n e c tio n s n ot f u l l y  
w orking and co u ld  only p a s s  sm a ll  volume t r a f f i c  
s to r a g e  th e re  in  q u a n t i t i e s  would I n v i t e  a i r  
a t t a c k .
(3 )  My p e r so n a l  view  i s  th a t  ro u te  sh ou ld  n ot be 
c o n s id e re d  ex cep t f o r  emergency convoy m essage 
en ds. ( ?  2130/17  to  A ir  M in .)

Movements.

JAY, MYRLAND,
KENT IE T .

Your 1 7 5 8 / l5 th  to  Admty. R oute to  Freetow n. 
(C . in  C. W.A. 0018A/17 to  N .O .i / c  Greenock)

TIGRIS. Your 1309C /16. Y es. (F .O .S .  0929A/17 to  
S .B .N .O . Murmansk.)

HESPERUS. My 2139A /13, 1052A /14 and 1240A /16. P le a s e  
add 48 h ou rs to  a l l  t im e s .
(F .O . Humber 0 9 5 6 A /1 7 .)

AUDACITY
0 .G .7 6 .

AUDACITY w i l l  be  r e q u ire d  to  e s c o r t  0 .G .7 6  to  
G ib r a l t a r .  (C . in  C. W.A. 1 1 4 6 A /1 7 .)

H. 31. My 1426A /16/10 . S a i l i n g  o f  H .31 from  S h e e rn e ss  
i s  postpon ed  u n t i l  2 2 /1 0 .
(C . in  C. Nore 1146A/17 to  S . 7 . )

TRINIDAD. TRINIDAD* s  1651 /16  approved so  f a r  a s  Plymouth 
Command i s  concerned  e x c e p t th a t  i t  i s  in ten d ed  
th a t  sh ip  sh o u ld  s a i l  p .m ./2 5  a f t e r  sw in g in g .
2. D elay  in  programme i s  due to  com p letion  o f  
o u ts ta n d in g  work. (C . in  C. Plym outh 1 3 2 2 /1 7 .)

S/M s. C. in  C. H .F . h as con cu rred  w ith  my 1734A /13 .* 
A .C .O .S . i s  re q u e ste d  to  s a i l  subm arines 
a c c o rd in g ly  on co m p le tio n  o f  gunnery e x e r c i s e s  and 
f u e l l i n g .  (F .O .S .  1503A/17 to  A .C .O .S .
*  Most S e c r e t  d i s t r i b u t i o n s . T . i n  W.D.

*  SB*ic/p/v f i n 1’ /yt**~*

</?/v7

/ E s c o r t
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Escort of 
FORTH.

Movements - contd.
2 Destroyers to provide escort for FORTH during 
passage from Clyde to Rosyth. Arrangements.
(C. in C. H.F. 1712A/17 to R.A.(D) H.F.) 
ANTELOPE, ANTHONY detailed.
(R.A.(D) H.F. 2316A/17 to C. in C. H.F.)

NORMAN. Return to Archangel forthwith. Report E.T.A. 
(SUFFOLK 2056Z/17 to NORMAN.)

0.14
MINERVE. Intend to sail 0.14 and MINERVE escorted by LOCH 

MONTEITH at 1400A/16 for patrol in (areas) 
(arrangements) T.0.0 1825A/l<yiO. 1321A/16 
follows:- From S.9. My 1825A/14/10 sailing of 
all three vessels delayed 24 hours. Amend times 
and dates accordingly. T.0.0.1321A/16.
(S.9 2151A/17 to Adty.)

Operation
"Pilgrim".

Operations.
My 0556/20/9. LLANSTEPHBN CASTLE and BANFORA 
have now been allocated to operation "Pilgrim".
2. LLANSTEPHBN CASTLE is now in Clyde and will 
be available on completion of repairs etc.
3. BANFORA is now in Liverpool and will move to 
Clyde when ready in a few days time.
(D. of S.T. 0456A/17.)

P.R.U.
British Air Operations.
Now in operation to Kristiansand and Oslo.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1130/17.)
Cancel my 1130/17. Aircraft returned owing 
iceing conditions. (C. in C. Rosyth 1146/l7.)

R/o- (C) Two A/C of 407 Sqdn. to carry out shipping 
R/C tonight on Dutch Coast from the Hook to 
06° E. A/C between 0230 and 0330 hrs.
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham 1255/17.)

Operation
H.G.

Mining.
Postponed 24 hours. (C. in C. Plymouth 1130/17.) 
Para.17 for 050° 10’ N. read 049° 10* N.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1152/17 to WELSHMAN, MANXMAN.)

1

/Operation ...
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E n e r r ^
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forecast.

403
17.10.1941.
Friday.

HOLE COMMANDS.

Mining - contd.
Intend to carry out operation N.P.25 tonight 
Friday. (V.A. Dover 1155A/17.)
My 1155 postponed owing to weather.
(V.A. Dover 1558A/17.)

Exploded red mine at 082Qfyl7 centre in 170° 
1.7 miles Flatholm Light. Exploded blue mine 
at 0935A/17 van in 221° 1.7 miles Flatholm 
Light. (Capt. M/S Bristol Channel 1230A/17.)

As from 0001A/19 Port of Liverpool including 
QZS 298 QZS 215 and QZS 303 will be closed from 

hour after sunset until sunrise each day. 
Ships for Liverpool are not to enter swept 
channels unless they can pass Rock Light,
River Mersey before time of closing port.
Cancel my 1531A/10. (F.O.I.C. Liverpool
1837A/17.)

For information:-C.in C.W.A.from CAIRO. At 
1330/16, when in 56° 20' N. 08° 50’ W. two heavy 
underwater explosions followed. Upheaval of 
water occurred about 2 miles astern of CAIRO who 
was in rear of convoy T.C.14. No aircraft was 
over the position at the time and as there was 
a heavy sea running, it is considered that 
explosions were probably caused by mines.
T .0.0. 1045A/17. Ends.
(C. in C. W.A. 2309A/17 to Adty. R.A.(M))

Enemy Intelligence.
TIGRIS returned 16/10 from patrol Svaerholthavet 
reports eastbound convoys left Honningsvaag at 
dawn/11 and /14 passing through 71° 02' N.
27° 00* E. thence close round Nordkin. Admty. 
informed. Adty. pass to SUFFOLK.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 0944C/17.)

Navigational.
Please pass following to Norwegian N.A. Weather 
Forecast for 24 hours from 1400/17.
(Adty. 1231A/17.)

/Vaternish
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HOME COMMANDS.

Navigational - contd.
BRIGHTON reports Vaternish Light Skye not 
burning at 0640/17. Duntulm W.S. reports mist 
prevents certainty but it is thought that 
Vaternish Light still out. (R.A.(M) 2113/17 
to Admty.)
Vaternish Light extinguished at 2120.
(C.G. Duntulm THI 2135/17.)
869QZH - Greenock area. Vaternish Light re
ported extinguished. (Hydr. 2255A/17 Q.Z.H. 
not to S/Ms at sea.)

Your 1158A/14. It is considered that proposed 
new channel should run from No.56 Light-buoy 
to No.57B, thence direct to Sheringham. 
Arrangements proposed. (D. of N. 2319A/16 to 
C. in C. Nore.)

Casualties and Defects.
LINGFIELD sunk after collision. Wreck not 
visible ? low water in 052° 28' 20” N. 002° 02' 
00" E. BASSET with all survivors 22 in number 
landed at Harwich. (F.O.i/c Gt. Yarmouth 0510A/ 
17, 0605A/17, 0635A/17. VERDUN 0703A/17, 0731A/17 
BADGER 1515A/17.)

POZARICA reports Dutch M/V HEENVLIET sunk in 
collision with S.S. VESTLAKD at 0200/17. 
VESTLAND in BB 89 bound Barry Docks has all of 
crew of HEENVLIET on board. (N.C.S.O. Milford 
Haven 1204/17.)

In F.S^21 towed into Humber with engine disabled. 
(N.C.S.O. Humber 1510/17)

Arrived 1720 in tow of tugs GOLIATH and RECOVERY 
escort.>bv ARCHC EXPLORER. (C. in C. Plymouth 
1744/17.)

* \ />-. VV«My 0947A/17. Repairs will take at least 6 days. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1814A/17.)

My 0027A/15. Arrestor v/ires are now satisfactory 
and with assistance of signal school officers 
R/T sets are also working correctly.
(INDOMITABLE 1916A/17.)

/MARIE ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

C a s u a l t i e s  and D e fe c t s  -  con td .

R e p o rts  "bow sh e a v e s damaged by ta n k e r  le a v in g  
h arb ou r. R e q u ire s  r e p a i r s  b e fo r e  commencing 
o p e r a t io n s . E .T .D . w i l l  be s i g n a l le d  on 
r e c e ip t  o f fu r th e r  p a r t i c u l a r s .
( N .O .i / c  Londonderry 2315A/17 to  C .in  C. W .A.)

Your 1045A /17. F l e x ib le  steam  p ip e  u n o b ta in a b le . 
C ontinue to  s ta n d  by EMPIRE V/ATERHEN who sh ou ld  
s l i p  c a b le  and p ro ceed  when w eather m o d erate s. 
( F .O . i / c  G reenock 2339A/17 to  MARAUDER.)

S h ip p in g  and Convoys.

My 1750A /13. No A/S t r a w le r s  a v a i l a b le  f o r  
F .N f3 3  and F .S > 2 4 . ( F .O .I .C .  Harwich 1000A/17
to  C. in  C. N o r e .)

Convoy c y c le  o f  O .S. and S .L .  convoys i s  b e in g  
exten ded  to  12 d ay s commencing w ith  O .S .10 
s a i l i n g  on 25 /10  and S . L . 91 on 2 7 /1 0 .
(C . in  C. W.A. 1122A /17 .)

LONDON r e p o r t s  a t  l e a s t  th ree  enemy A/C d e te c te d  
in  v i c i n i t y  o f  convoy Q P one when o f f  Cape 
G o ro d e tsk i b u t  no a t t a c k  d evelop ed  owing to  
low v i s i b i l i t y .
R eq u est p o s s i b i l i t y  o f a f fo r d in g  a i r  p r o te c t io n  
to  convoys e n te r in g  and le a v in g  W hite S e a  be 
u rg e n tly  exam ined. A p o s s ib le  la n d in g  ground 
on C hayach i I s la n d  i s  d e sc r ib e d  on page 43 o f  
I  S T S r e p o r t  d a ted  1 1 /8 /4 1  on K o la  P e n in su la  
and A rch an ge l. (C . in  C H .F . 1 2 1 7 A /1 7 .)

Your 2006A /16. R eq u est e a r ly  a l l o c a t io n  o f 
code words fo r  E .N . Convoys. (N .C .S .O . M eth il 
1224/17  to  A d ty .)

In  fu tu re  r e q u e s t  you w i l l  r e p e a t  a l l  p r e - s a i l i n g  
and s a i l i n g  te le g ra m s o f  V/.N. convoys to  R .A .F .
14 grou p . (C . in  C. W.A. 1305A/17 to  N .O .I .C . 
O ban .)

/W hite S e a  . . .
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HOLS COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys. - contd.
Your 1043/16. It is not intended that Admiral 
-Miles' 1829/14 shall modify the standard pro
cedure laid down in para. 3 of ray 1859/30/8.
2. Ships should only act in accordance with 
Admiral Miles' 1829/14 if their time of arrival 
varies considerably from time given in convoy 
sailing signal.
3. Admiral Miles, if circumstances permit and 
he thinks desirable, is requested to continue to 
arrange the necessary lights based on the 
information signalled in para.2 (d), (e) and (f) 
of my 1859/30/8.
4. At the present time, however, Y/hile Admiral 
Miles is temporarily out of touch, S.B.N.0. 
Murmansk is requested to be responsible for the 
arrangements in para. 3 of my 1859/30/8.
5. When Admiral Miles is again in communication, 
he is requested to inform Admiralty and S.B.N.0. 
Murmansk whether he or the latter is to under
take this duty in the future.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1649A/17 to C. in C. H.F.)

H.X.152. All ships arrived except SVEND F0YN 
straggler, torpedoed but reached Iceland (C). 
(D.T.D. 2025A/17 to Opnav.)
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North Atlantic.
Admty 2209/16. Presume there must be very- 
cogent reasons for cancelling Convoy H.G.75 
and trust due consideration has been given to 
the fact that this entails 3ome 17 additional 
3hips lying in exposed outer anchorage during 
this dark period.
Cii) Para. 4. My 1930/29/9 refers.
(iii) Information graded B. 3. There is to be 
another attempt on these ships during thi3 dark 
period.
(iv) Admty 2002/7. Presume this risk was also 
considered when decision to lengthen convoy 
cycle to 29 days was made. Extension will 
necessitate ships being in unprotected anchorage 
for considerably longer period.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0914A/17 to Admty).

Passings 16/10. French eastward ARCTURU3, 
F0RT-DE-30UVILLE and unknown trawler all full. 
(V.A.C.N.A., 0917A/17 to Admty).

Departure 17th SURVILLE cleared for Faro 
Lexecoes and Oran. (Lisbon, 1216/17 to M. of V/.T) 
Informing 3. & A . , N.A. Stn. (F.O.C.N.A., 1223A/17)

Tangier’s 1820/15/10 is being passed to you for 
information. (V. A.C.N.A., 1216A/17 to Admty).

Your 1630/16. (N.T. in Y/.D. ) Spanish Tankers 
with Ship Navicert are not to be sent in unless 
definite grounds for suspicion of any particular 
ship, for example-one reported by Consul 
Teneriffe, vide my 1252/11/7.
(D.E.W.D. , 1243A/17 to C.C.3.0. Gib).

Commander Uva left Lisbon by air today for 
London with Colonel Rolls on special mission 
arranged in great secrecy by Portuguese Govt. 
(N.A. Lisbon, 1308/17 to Admty).

Gibraltar 1025, French armed trawler LA T0UL0NNAI3E 
French Ships IMERETHIE II, laden cattle on deck, 
MAROC full armoured lorries on deck, RHEA light, 
trawler MEN-GY/EN, Tug L'OBSTINE, westbound.
(S.O. (I) Gib., 1727A/17 to Admty).

/LOCH 03KAIG
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GURKHA
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

17.10.1941.
Friday.

North Atlantic. - Contd.

Your 2314A/13. Report details of Casualties 
sustained, present condition, and whereabouts. 
(Hd. of N. Branch, 2121A/17 to F. O.C.N.A. )

South Atlantic.
Following is a repetition of my 1709/16. 
(C. in C. S.A., 0301N/17 to F.O.C.N.A.)

My 1140/2 para. 3. CAP VARSLLA and VILLE DE VERDUN 
reported sailed eastward from Diego Suarez 
escorted by French Y/arship, date not known but 
probably previous to 13/10.
Chesor Mauritius T 0495/14, refers.
(S.O. (I) Capetown, 1012/17 to Admty).

Your 1307N/16. Request confirmation that you 
intend to expedite onward passage to Mediterranean 
of PRINCE BAUDOUIN in accordance with A.T. 
2133A/12/9 and 2343A/16/9.
(D.O.D. (F) 1054A/17 to C. in C. 3.A. )
Your 1054A/17. BAUDOUIN is being sailed in V/.3.12 
19/10 to obtain (Ya /S) protection, leaving convoy 
in about 001° 30' N . , and proceeding independently 
at best speed via St. Helena thereafter.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1823N/17 to Admty).

> ? /

Sailed AZALEA and SPII^IA at 1200/18 (as in signal) 
to comply with F.O.C.N.A.'s 1620A/9.
(C. in C. S.A., 1117N/17 to N.O. I.C. Bathurst).

A.T. 1548A/14/8 proposals contained in telegram 
to Governor are being implemented and M.W. T.R. 
is gradually taking over shore side of port from 
N.O. I.C. (C. in C. S.A., 1851N/17 to Admty).

Your 1835N/14. Request you will sail GURKHA and 
ISAAC SWEERS direct to Gibraltar at best speed 
after they fuel at Bathurst in order that they 
may be available for escort duties at Gibraltar 
as soon as possible. (A.C.N.S. (T) 2022A/17 to 
C. in C. S.A.)
Cancel my 1835/14, not to Admty. After fuelling 
at Bathurst GURKHA and ISAAC SWEERS are to proceed 
to Gibraltar, direct at best speed.
(C. in C. S.A., 2215N/17 to GURKHA, ISAAC SWEERS).
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Mediterranean.
Enemy 3/M sighted in 031° 15’ 028° 47' at 0400B/17. 
Destroyers and aircraft are carrying out A/3 
search in vicinity. Amend route forthwith to 
pass through 032° 06' 027° 20' and 032° 00* 028° 
45', thence direct to Sanctuary. TETRARGH 
leave end of searched channel and pas3 through 
032° 15* 029° 27’ and 033° 50' 025° 00’.
(Capt. S.1., 0901B/17 to TORBAY).

My 1255A/15 cancel reference to UPRIGHT.
RORQUAL and P.34 proceed from 037° 16’
012° 56* to 038° 00* 011° 44' during daylight/19 
RORQUAL then proceed to Cavoli and P.34 to 
operate East of 012° 00' and South of 038° 40'. 
Submarines (?encountered) during nights of 18th 
to 20/10 inclusive are not to be attacked.
(Gapt. S.10, 1145A/17 to UNIQUE, P.31)

Night 15/16 Oct., 18 Wellingtons bombed Harbour 
and shipping Benghazi and Berka Aerodrome.
Bombs also dropped on Martuba Aerodrome.
6 Albacores bombed suspected petrol dump South 
of Bardia-Tobruk Road. Further 1 Albacore unable 
to reach objective bombed Wadi at Bardia where 
M.T. and stores are concealed.
(H. Q. , R.A.F., M.E. , 1152/17).

My 1245B/16. Both ships passed to Aegean approx. 
9 hours G. M.T. Destination Trieste.
(S.0.(1) Istanbul, 1224B/17 to S.O. (I) Med). 
BALKAN, Bulgarian; BALCIC, Roumanian.

Torpedoed and sunk by U-boat 50 miles west of 
Alexandria at 0400/17 while proceeding to Tobruk 
with petrol and stores respectively. SAMOS 
Greek manned, 8 survivors so far. PASS OF 
BALMAHA manned by Merchant Service, feared no 
survivors as ship exploded. Details of casualties 
follow. (C. in C. Med., 1235/17 to Admty).

/Axis
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Mediterranean - Contd.
My 1028A/1/9. Following is further appreciation 
by M.E.V/. of latest shipping developments on 
Istanbul - Trieste service Ships at present 
employed:- AfiBAZIA, ALBA JULIA, 3ALCIC, BALKAN, 
CAPO ARMA, VIRGINIA-S.(reported transferred to 
-German Flag) CAPO PINO. About to be employed 
(A) Four "Adriatica" line ships, just sailing from 
Trieste mid-October; (B) One unidentified ship 
(possibly named BUTZ or derivative) sailed from 
Trieste 5/10 with cargo of coal. One unidentified 
Italian ship loading at Trieste and Fiume 
(20/10) for Piraeus and Istanbul. Both these 
ships may be included in (A). (C) Two further
Italian ships, one of which is SPARTIVSNTO.
My 1028A/1/9 and this message not passed to 
3.0.(1) Istanbul. Please pass by first 
available "safe hand".
(Admty. 1244A/17 to C.O. I.S. Alexandria).

Greek auxiliary sailing ship ARCHIMID13 149 
gross tons, arrived Istanbul cargo Sulphuric 
Acid from Piraeus. Agents D.L. consignees on 
economic warfare suspect list. Grade B.2., 5 
more similar vessels at present expected. 
(3.0. (I) Istanbul, 1540/17 to 3.0. (I) Med).

Your 1756/15. Request information whether 
vessels comprising groups 156 and 157 have been 
renamed. (C. in C. Med., 1707B/17 to Admty).

Arrival 16th. (Barcelona, 1746/17 to M. of V/.T. )

4 merchant ships, 5 destroyers 037° 34* 012° 10' 
course 180° speed 8 knots. 1 destroyer 150° 
Marittimo 10 miles course 330° 15 knots. All 
at 1540A/17. Swordfish will attack convoy before 
dawn. (Capt. S.10 1759A/17 to 10th 3.M.F.)

C.3.R. Malta. Night 16/17 1 alert, 2 raiders
dropped bomb on V/est coast and in sea, no damage 
or casualties. Hurricanes up, no illuminations 
or interceptions. (H.Q. Malta, 1800/17).

/Naples
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MOST SECRET M E S S A G E  I I
From S .O .(I) Istanbul. Date 18.10.41.

Reed. 0604.
Interdepartmental Cypher (14) by Cable

CORRECTION & RECIRCULATION REQUEST OF D.N.I.

Addressed S .O .(I) Mediterranean (Please inform Middle 
East) Repeated D.N.I.

In am plification  o f  1745 October 8th.
(a) New P loesti Giurgiu pipeline pumping 

minimum o f  100.000 t o n s im ff i iy : lio a lte r m t iW  w ip s  
to  those in  ASTRA in sta lla tion s  a t present, and i f  . 
destroyed, several months to  replace* This is  principal 
single ta rget.

(b) 10,000 tank waggons, exclusive o f  those fo r  
internal c ircu la tion  being a ctiv e ly  reconditioned in  
preparation fo r  winter t r a f f i c  when Danube frozen . Brasov 
railway believed doubled to  fr o n t ie r . Czernowitz line now 
open and turn round o f  tra ins on a l l  lin es  much 
accelerated .

(c ) Petrol consumption Russian fron t from Roumama 
re lia b ly  estimated a t 90,000 tons monthly; h a lf m  tank 
waggons h a lf in  smaller containers.

(d) Credit Minier and petrol b lock  plants producing 
Iso Octaine; probably 10 tons d a ily  each.

(e ) Crude o i l  production Roumanian 15,500 tons
d a ily  ris in g  to  16,000. ,

. ( f )  View o f.g rea t reliance o f  Germans Ronmaman

1552/17

Advance copy D.N.I.
4th S.L.
5th S.L. 
V.C.N.S. x 
A.C.N.S.(F) 
A.C.N,G,(T).
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Naval Sec. 
D .N .I .' "  
D.O.D.
D.D.O. .
D. o f  P.
D.D.I. C,

(2) .

fcfift fo r
D.N.A.D.
D.T.D.T2).
D. E.W.D.
E. P.S.
W.D.'  „ 
D.S.D.9.
D.T.D.(M).

A.M., W.O..
f.&I and fl.E.W.
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
Naples
bombed.

Night 16/17 Oct. 16 Wellingtons bombed Naples. 
Total bombs dropped 36,000 lbs, including 3 - 
4000 - pounders and 16 - 1000 - pounders. 100,000 
leaflets dropped. Time over target 2312 to 0103 
hours. 2 aircraft returned early engine trouble. 
Silurificio torpedo factory probably razed by 
ll,0001bs. of bombs.
(H. Q. Malta, 1838/17) W.D. Note. Further details 
of damage given in 1854/17.

Syracuse
bombed.

Day 17/10. 6 Blenheims with Hurricane escort 
bombed seaplane base Syracuse approx. 0850 hours. 
Bursts seen on target. (H. Q. Malta, 1854/17)

THUNDERBOLT. Remain West of 024° 30' E., after 0400B/19. 
-(Capt. S.I., 1855B/17 to THUNDERBOLT).

•*

THORN. Leave your area p.m./l9 and proceed Alexandria 
passing through 036° 22’ 021° 23' and 034° 30’ 
024° 10’ and 033° 12' 028° 08'.
Endeavour to pass through position 259°
Sapienza Is. 28 about noon/20. Adjust speed to arrive Alexandria sanctuary (corrupt group) 
0500R/24. (Capt. 3.1. 1901B/17 to THORN)

RORQUAL. My 1130A/17 (N.T. in W.D.) RORQUAL has returned 
to Malta owing to defect.(V.A. Malta, 1920A/17 to F.O.C.N.A. etc).
My 1920A/17 and my 1130A/17. RORQUAL will sail 
at 1630/18 and will leave 038° 00' N., 011° 44’ E. 
at about dusk/19 as originally arranged.
(V.A. Malta, 2310A/17 to F.O.C.N.A.)
RORQUAL has returned to Malta. Swordfish will 
attack convoy before 0200A/18. (Capt. 3.10 
2045A/17 to URSULA, P.34)

HANS SCHMIDT. 
(German)

Arrived Mazarron from Garrucha on 13/10 to load 
ore. Expected to sail 16/10 for Marseilles. 
(D.S. 773, 17/10)

TAMPICO
(Italian)

Due 17/10 from Black Sea in transit to Aegean. 
(D.S. 774, 18/10)

ALBA JULIA. Now reported (B.3) in Piraeus, is due about 19/10. 
(D.S. 774, 18/10).
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Zeila.

HOHENFELS
( frsrnian)

KHAI DINH. 
GOUVENEUR 

GENERAL- 
PASQ.UIER. 

(French)

Raiders.

DAUNTLESS.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
My 1145A/4. (Eight 72 ft. M.Ls coraprising 110th 
M.L. Flotilla to he put at disposal of C. in 
G. East Indies) Request early reply.
(D. of L.D. 1147A/17 to C. in G. E.I.)

Your 1340Z/16. 2. Suggest you consider laying
magnetic ground mines in Gazelle Basin arri off 
Long Island Kerguelen hy AUSTRALIA, mines being 
embarked from A.S.I.S. PROME at Trincornalee.
3. Further details will be signalled if you' 
concur in this proposal.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1739A/17 to C. in C. E.I.)

Re Proposed Free French Naval Base. (C. in C. 
E.I., 1910Z/17 to Admty.) See Lion Copy.

Sunk in Bandar Gulf on 25/8, has been salved 
by KANIMBLA and left on 11/10 in tow of 2 tugs 
for Karachi. (D.S., 773, 17/10, D.O.R. 17/10)

China.
Arrival 15/10. Departure 16/10 for Singapore. 
(Saigon T.6.0. 0214Z/17 to M. of W.T.)

Admty. 1827/15 last paragraph. Attention is 
called to similarity between ANTILLA and 
photograph of MANYO MARU, German raider, taken 
Emirau Island December 1940.
(Capt. O.S. Singapore 0304Z/17 to Admty.)

Hong Kong departure 14/10 DAUNTLESS for 
Sandakan. (S.O.I. Singapore 092iz/l7 to 
Admty. etc.)
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MOST SEC, ET .' MESSAGE IN
Date 18.10.41

IN

Reed. 0117
From C. in 0. East Indies

Naval Cypher D by W/T
Addressed Admiralty, repeated C. in C. Mediterranean,

IMPORTANT AIDAC 
896.
(i) The arrival of F.N.L.O. Aden has complicated
DJibuti situation. He'has (?made the)following signal 
to S.N.O. Pointe Noire repeated Admiral Muselier 
(Begins) Aden Southern route into. DJibuti has been 
patrolled by British since September 24th, but ft is 
nossible for Native sailing vessels to-evade patrol 
through Islands close to shore. Propose forming base 
at Zeila from which small craft can operate under 
the command of Andre Grideau lata Karbourmastdr Hjibuti 
He is attached to Colonel Palewski and has been 
Enseisne de \hasseau reserve (? company) (? for) .
15 (? years). (? Request) he be given Honorary 
Commission as Lieut, de Vaisseau. Personnel will 
be (? provided) from (? Free) French and native 
sailors. One launch is available now and others 
are in view. If approved request you will represent 
matter to British Admiralty who will issue, instructions. 
All craft will (? fly) Free French .(? flag) (? and) 
act under the orders of S.N.O.R.S. who has seen and 
agreed above. T.0.0. 1229Z 15 Sept. Ends.
(ii) My observations on this are as follows

(a) I consider it most undesirable to set up 
a Free French Naval Base within 25 miles of DJibuti.

(b) If it is intended to capture DJibuti by 
assault or to induce the Governor to surrender
(,? as at present) certain participation of any Free 
French Force will only serve to strengthen 
( ̂ F6Sist/Q21C6)

(c) At same time it has to be borne in mind 
that (? craft) which F.N.L.O. proposes to use for 
his patrol were intercepted in Gulf (? subsequently)
(? and) detained by (? us) and that the Free French 
(? do not) desire us to (? appropriate) them for 
our own use.

S.N.O. Red Sea,

(iii) /

ISON



n>

(iii) I therefore suggest it would he advisable to hand over tugs to the Free French on condition they are not used in DJibuti area and to watch Zeila loop hole ourselves.
(iv) C. in C. Mediterranean may be able to suggest some use for the craft concerned manned by 
Free French.

1910Z/17
Advance copy to Ops. O.B. M.

1st Lord 1st S.L.V. C.N.S.A.C.N.S.(F)N.A. 1st S.L.P.A.S.(S) ' ...D*0.D.(F)D.D.O.D.(F)D. of P.(2)Duty Gapt.(2)E P. S ' ■ ■Hd.‘of M. (10) for action 
I.P.(2) ' .Nlil’D.IO Paym.Cdr. Wilson
W. D.“ :D.N.1.(4)Admiral Palliser Admiral Chalmers.

- 2-



SECKCT. 11 E S S A GE. 2555/17U1 Oct. I N.
From C. in MOST SECRET 18.10.41. L\IZ^

Peed. 1248.
G Y P H E L

Addressed The War Office. Repeated General Iraq. 
02834. 15472/G cipher 17/10/41. MOST SECRET.

M.0.4. Your 94506 (M.0.12) of 8/10.
Protection oil installations Bahrein. Our views

are.
One. Refinery easily damaged. Blast and splinter 

proof walls required.
Two, Oil wells. Peace time precautions adequate 

hut if field under great pressure special precautions 
will he necessary against bombing. "Further detailed 
examination is required.

Three. Tanks. Bricking of tanks is recommended 
and fire fighting equipment on scale provided for 
similar installations in England.

Four. Power House. Blast and splinter proof walls 
required.

Five. Understand Company not prepared hear cost of 
structural precautions Approximate estimate based on 
photographs is from five to eight lakhs rupees.

Six. Agreed that building material and labour may 
present difficulties but if adequate protection is to be 
afforded these should not be allowed to stand in way.

Seven. Following action is now proposed. Chief 
Inspector Explosives India to visit Bahrein and examine 
measures suggested in one to four above in detail. R.E. 
Officer from Iraq to accompany who would be in charge of 
any work immediately practicable and make preliminary 
arrangements for labour and material required for remaining 
work. Presume H.M.G. agree to meet cost of structural 
precautions. If above proposals agreed to suggest K.M.G. 
give immediate authority up to eight lakhs rupees to 
enable work to be put in hand without delay.

Eight. We also propose send Chief Inspector 
Explosives to Abadan to examine what protective 
arrangements could usefully be undertaken there,

2355/17.
1st Lord.
1st S.L.
3rd S.L.
4th S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S, (F) 
A.C.N.S. (T) (2) 
N.A. to 1st S.L. 
D.O.D. (F) 
D.D.O.D. (F)
D.O.
D.D.I.G,
D.N.I. (4)

Copies circulated by War Office to: 
D.M.O. & P.
D.D.M.O. (0)
M.0.1. 12 (6)

D. of P. (2) 
D. of L.D. 
Hd. of M. 
D.T.S.D. 
D.G.D.
W.D.
I.P. (2) 
N.I.D.10.

M. 1.10.
G.S.(P)
S.T.2.
F. 1.
D. of Plans, Admy.
D. of Plans Air Ministry. 
India Office, Col. McCay. 
Petroleum Department.

Or. Starling).
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DIANTHUS.
America and West Indies.
My 1321Z/6. Anticipate DIANTHUS will arrive 
Charleston 26/10. Confirmation follows. 
(C.C.N.F. 0357Z/17 to B.A.R.M.)

Suspicious
Ship 14/10.

N.O.i/c Trinidad 1626Q/16 being passed to 
CIRCASSIA, PRINCE HENRY, Admiralty and B.A.D. 
Washington. W/T break silence to report whether 
this was CIRCASSIA. (C. in C. A.W.I. 0932Q/17 
to CIRCASSIA.)
Your 0932Q/17. Not CIRCASSIA. (CIRCASSIA, 
2220Z/17 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

S.C.50. My 1146Z/13. S.C.50. Task Unit 4.1.13.
S.O. ST. CROIX, RESTIGOUCHE, ALYSSE, AGASSIZ, 
ALBERNI, WINDFLOWER, BITTERSY/EET, COLLINGWOOD. 
(C.C.N.F. 1147Z/?17, to Comdr. Task Force 4, 
Admty. Opnav.)
My 1146Z/13. S.C.50. Y/.S.C junction for (B) 
read(Q) (C.C.N.F. 1503Z/17.)

Refits.
Atlantic
Coast.

Instructions for reporting (repeats A.C.N.S.(H) 
2208A/16. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1340Z/17 to 
C.O.A.C. etc.)
Your 2208/16. (l) This is arranged by my 1340/17 
(2) N.S.H.Q’s 1340/17 • /f. TT V. ̂ .
PRINCE DAVID Halifax 21/9 Uncertain 
ASSINIBOINE Halifax 14/10 25/11 
HAMILTON Pictou N.S. 17/9 Approx. 21/10 
NIAGARA Halifax 20/9 15/ll 
ST. CLAIR St.John N.B 31/7 10/11 
FENNEL Halifax 13/10 10/11 
HEPATICA Halifax 7/l0 19/11 
RIMOUSKI Halifax 3/10 19/11 
Sub 0.15 Halifax 12/10 21/10 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1445Z/17 to Admty.)

Signals. Your 1325R/12. Provided grid signal is passed 
in Type X could arrangements be made for Navy 
Department to re-transmit the groups direct to 
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa? (D.T.D. 1527A/17* to B.A.D. 
Washington.)

DIDO. My 1228R/13. DIDO completes ex trials on 
25/10/1941. No reply received to the signal 
quoted. (B.A.R.M. 1648R/17 to Admty.)

/Chilean ...
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Chilean
Warships.

U.S.Pacific 
Fleet liaison.

LE TRIOMPHANT 
CAP DES PALMES

17.10.1941.
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

414

America and West Indies - contd.
Re proposals to purchase. (A.C.N.S.(F) 1728A/17 
to N.A. Santiago). See Lion Copy.
Reply: (N.A. Santiago de Chile 1320/17 to 
Admty.) See Lion Copy.

Cdr. Parry reports not much more he and Lt.Cdr. 
Martell can do in way of advising regarding 
mistakes in training in Pacific Fleet. 
Recommended that Cdr. Parry, recently nominated 
as Liaison Officer designate; should now he 
appointed as Observer until outbreak of war, 
instead of Assistant N.A. Admty. 1642B/18/7 
and my 1315R/23/7 refer. Recommended that 
Lt. Cdr. Martell be ’withdrawn without relief 
but that occasionally when a suitable officer 
is available he should visit Pacific Fleet. 
(B.A.D. 1813R/17 to Admty.) 1V

Australia and New Zealand.
B.C. Papeete’s No. 1414 to LE TRIOMPHANT only and 
my 1900V//9 (i) Only fuel oil available at Suva 
which is similar to that provided at Tahiti 
gives LS TRIOMPHANT endurance of not more than 
1850 miles and does not allow voyage Rarotonga 
and back to Fiji as intended.
(ii) No fuel oil available at Pago Pago.
(iii) For convenience of (? official) reception 
High Commissioner Suva would prefer your arrival 
should be delayed until 27/10 or better 29/l0 
Fiji time.
(iv) Following programme intended for LE 
TRIOMPHANT.
(vi) Suggest CAP DES PALMES may sail from Papeete 
with LS TRIOMPHANT as escort.
(LE TRIOMPHANT 1620M/17 to CKEVREUIL. etc.)

/Destroyers...
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1728/17th October*.
SECRET. M E S S i i  G E OUT

Date 17*10*^1#
To N*d. Santiago

Interdepartmental Cypher (0T)«
Prom Admiralty*

Your 1736/2/1/9*
1* We have decided not to proceed with this 
transection. .An old battleship is now of very 
much less use to us than it would have been a few 
months ago. Reason to be given to Chiloans should 
however, be that as it is not possible to forecast 
the situation at the end of the war, we do not feel 
able to commit ourselves to giving them option of 
2 - 8” gun cruisers*
2* We ore, however, extremely anxious to get good 
destroyers such os the six SERRANO Glass and would 
like to obtain the Depot Ship ARAUGANO, Oiler MAJPO 
and Tug3 of SOBENES Class. A re these ships in 
reasonably good condition*
3* You should at present soy nothing to Blair or
Chileans but report whether you consider Chileans
likely to -part with any of the above on cash basis
preferably, but alternatively on basis of partceah,
part replacement with modern vessels smaller than
cruisers after the war. Further, do you consider it
would be possible to link up this question with that of JkuMifUwTt?

IiATOCjRE, and to get Blair to (rontinuo negotiations*

for Hoad of M* (808)*1728V17*

1st Lord.
1st S*L»
2nd S*L* 
Controller.
Vice Controller* 
V.C.N.S,
A »C»N« 3.
A.C.N.3.
N»A* 1st S*L*

.Approved A.C.N.S. (p). 
P.A.S.(P).
Da- Of P* (3)*
D*P.So(2)o

M(4)(Mo022996/40)(and for FoO/;
Wo GoF oM»PoIoPo(3)6
Wo Do _____



km<3' ;(
I S3SAGE 1320/17th Oct. INt

C i J  w x u l j  j.

PNOM H.A, Santiago de Chile. Date, 18,10.41.
Need. 2313

I nt ei>Dopant meatal Cypher ..4 by Cable ;

ADDNSS8ED. Admiralty,

Your 1728 A Oct. 17th whereas there were some
Al i^ i A A N T S ’

hopes of negotiating sale of L̂ CTONRE as certainA
members .of Chilean Government and (? public) have 

always regarded her as an expensive white Elephant; 

and such a sale would have produced (? a) considerable 

sum of ready cash, I do not consider prospects of 

acquiring naval units mentioned in paragraph (2)

Your 1728 A Oct, 17th are favourable. As regards 

the six 'SEItNANO class destroyers although recognised 

that this type is not suitable for weather conditions 

o ff southern coast of Chile the Chilean Navy is short 

of commands for Officers of caramander j?ank hence there 

would be great opposition.

(2 )  . I f  three of these destroyers could be replaced 

by three of U.S, coastguard cutter type of 2,000 

tons this (? d ifficu lty ) Vord omitted (? could be) 

overcome. Such (? vessels) would be invaluable for 

e ffic ien t patrol of the southern Channels and in the 

event of Japan entering the war 1 think we could count 

on loyal (? cooperation) on the part of Chilean Naval 

Authorities. This idea (? Chilean Governtaefc*) imparted 

to my American colleague and I bring i t  forward now 

as a suggestion to obtain the release of the three

destroyers.
(3) I  think chances of obtaining (? Oiler) MAIPG 

are n il and very doubtful £0V: ARAUCANC and small craft*

(4) Condition of a ll ships mentioned reasonable.

(5) I am sure Blair would give every assistance in any

O f thCSO/o o o ci o * oo

i



( 2)

L • C»

c

of those negotiations. I  await your further instruction! 

before informing him o f contents o f your 1728 k Oct. 17tl 

and talcing any action myself.

,<*. ; 1320/17
K

1st Lord 
1 s~o S.L.
2nd 8»L» 
Controller 
Vice Controller 
V.C.H.S.
A . C . N . S .  C l ? )
A.C.N.S. (H) 
N,A» le t  .j.L* 
Secretary
i? • i • s • ( v’0
P .A .8 . (P)
I), o f P. (3 )

D .P.S. (2 )
'••.D. (5 )
Ops, (3 )
L N !•  (4)
M*. (4 ) (M. 022996/40) fo 

action (and £pi* P.0, 
W.G.P.
C.S.P.
I .p .

«
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand - contd.

Destroyers. Your 1218/24/9. Future disposition of these
ships is under consideration here and further 
signal will be made. Meantime it is 
considered VENDETTA should be refitted and she 
will be sailed from Mediterranean about 20/10. 
If possible we would prefer refit to take place 
in Australia rather than Singapore. Request 
if this can be arranged. (A.C.N.S.(F) 2203A/17 
to A.C.N.B.)



War Diary.

Na ILSEA
MANOR.
(torpedoed
10/ 10.)

S.C.48.

RYM.(S.C.48.)

K2ARN&Y.
(S.C.48. )

BOLD VENTURE, 
BARFO'TN, W. C.\ 

T E A G L E .
ERVIKEN
BVR03.
(8.0.48.)

M OST SECRET.

416

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

17.10.1941.
Friday.

Ships Attacked.

LONDONDERRY'S 0535/10. Ship torpedoed was 
NAIL3EA MANOR, 4926 tons "bound for Suez. At 
time of being torpedoed was about 10 miles 
(astern of convoy?) and was being escorted by 
LONDONDERRY and VIOLET.
(C. in C.S.A., 0455N/17 to Admty.)

S.G.48 attacked four times last night, eight 
ships sunk. Full report follows when 
situation has been clarified.
(HIGHLANDER, 0930Z/17, to C. in C.W.A.) 
(D.T.D., 1124Z/17 to Opnav.)

RYM afloat and abandoned in 057° 01' N . , 024°
20' W. Bow practically cut off and twisted with 
40° list. Loaded with timber. Possibility of 
salvage good. Ship from S.C.48.
(VERONICA, 1114Z/17, to C. in C.W.A.)
RYM, Norwegian, 1369 tons, Rimouski to 
Londonderry with lumber. (D.S., 774.)
D/F bearings have been obtained of a number of 
transmissions indicating that several U-Boats are 
still in vicinity of Convoy S.C.48.
(D.D.I.C. 1141A/17 to A.I.G.62, O.P.N.A.V., 
A.C.I.C., C.C.N.F., H.Q.C.C.

U.S.Destroyer KEARNjJY torpedoed about 0200/17 in 
vicrnity of S.C.48. U.S. Destroyers GREER and 
MONENCN standing by. Ship still able to steam.
S 0 P A informed salvage tug available. 
(A.C.I.C., 1157/17 to Admty.)
S S S - Composition 9 D R S , 4 EVS 32MVS 1 CAM 
12 Stragglers or sunk.
(A/C F/240 1315/17 to 15 Group.)
Following received from E.A.C. Gander (begins). 
To C.O.A.C. Halifax, following received from 
L I B M a¥0R 9 A.P.O. W/B from U.K. 0300 G.M.T.we 
sighted red glow on cloud about 20 miles off 
Port which appear like ship on fire 057° 20' N., 
024° 02' W. (ends)1150/17.
(C.O.A.C. Halifax 1345Z/17 to N.S.H.Q., Ottawa.) 
(44 Group, 1720/17 to D.O.N.C., Whitehall.)

W.A.C.I. Part 102.
(a) 4 attacks carried out on S.C.48 at 2220,2330, 
0145, and 0300 dxxring the night 16-17 in 056°
58'N ., 025° 04' W . , at 2220.
(b) At least 2 U.boats attacked probably singly.
(c) BOLD VENTURE, BARFAM, (?BARF0NN' (? IOTEAGLE' 
(?W.C.TEAGI2$ ERVTKAN (?ERVIKEN) EVEROS (?EV*08.)

/42 survivors....
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BOLD VENTURE 
BARFONN W.C.t  

TEAGLE,
ER̂ TL KEN.
EVROS.

( G o n td .)

BOLD VENTURE.

BARFONN.

W.C.TEAGLE
ERVIKEN
SVROS.

3ILVERCEDAR
ILA.
Cs7(T:48.)
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1 7 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 .
F rid a y .

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S hips A tta ck e d .

42 s u r v iv o r s  in  WETASKIY/IN, 11 in  BROADWATER, 
unknownmmber in  p o s s ib ly  U .S. D estroy er  
KEARNEY, and PICTOU. P o s s ib ly  more in  o th e r  
c o r v e t t e s  n o t  y e t  r e jo in e d .
(d )  No r e p o r t  y e t  r e c e iv e d .
( e )  GLADIOLUS, MIMOSA, ROSTHERN n ot y e t  r e jo in e d  
a f t e r  lo o k in g  f o r  s u r v iv o r s .
( f )  HIGHLANDER and BROADWATER delayed  by w eather 
d id  n ot s ig h t  convoy u n t i l  second a tta ck  and 
jo in e d  b e fo r e  th ir d  a tta ck . I t  appears p ro b a b le  
th a t U -boats f i r e d  to rp ed oes  from  in s id e  con voy . 
A tta ck  c a r r ie d  out on 2 U .b oa ts  s ig h te d  on surface 
by PIOTOU and BROADWATER.
Am r e ta in in g  WETASKIWIN, MIMOSA, BADDEOK, CAMROSE 
u n t i l  0 8 0 0 /1 8 . F o llo w in g  i s  uncyphered w eather 
r e p o r t .
(HIGHLANDER, 1500Z/17 to  C. in  C .W .A .)

(e x  D anish AL3SUND), 3222 to n s , Panamanian, 
B a ltim ore  to  L iv e r p o o l.
(N orwegian ta n k e r )9739 to n s , Texas C ity  to  
Old K i lp a t r ic k .
( B r i t i s h  ta n k e r .)  9551 to n s , Aruba to  Swansea. 
(N orw eg ian ), 6595 to n s , Tampa t o  G arston . 
(G re e k ) , 5283 to n s , V i c t o r ia ,B r a z i l ,  to  
A rdrossan .

R e f. W (?A ) C I  p a rt 102. (A ) Searched a s te rn
and on sta rb oa rd  q u a rter . No c o n ta c t  (B ) 
s ta rb oa rd  p lu s  b o th  ca ses  (C ) G. N.E. and D.E.
(D ) SILVERCEDAR B r i t i s h ,  number 72 sank in  3 
m inutes. ILA now Norwegian number 74 sank 
im m ediately . (E ) SILVERCEDAR betw een 0630Z and 
0640Z. ILA about 065° (F ) 064° 9 h ou rs.
( g ) M isty  moon. (H) None. SILVERCEDAR, one 
boa t one r a f t  g o t  away at on ce . ILA no ( ? b o a t s / 
g o t  away. SILVERCEDAR, 26 p ick ed  up. ILA 9 
p ick ed  up 1 dead 12 m iss in g . A ir c r a f t  passed 
ov er  Convoy 0530Z. COLUMBIA met 1 9 0 0 Z ,p o s it io n  
054° 38 ’ N ., 028° 0 2 ’ V/.
(WETASKIWIN, 1738Z /17 t o  C. in  C .W .A .)
Ships in  company now, BULLDOG, AMAZON, RICHMOND, 
GEORGETOWN, BROADWATER, WETASKIWIN, CAMROSE, 
MIMOSA, l a t t e r  3 le a v in g  d a y lig h t  to-m orrow . 
(HIGHLANDER, 1950Z/17 to  C. in  C .W .A .)
Your 0930Z /17 , r e p o r t  n ot y e t  r e c e iv e d .
What i s  the s i t u a t io n  re g a rd in g  e s c o r t s  on
S .C .4 8 ?  .
(C . in  C .W .A ., 1958A /17, t o  HIGHLANDER.)
D/F b e a r in g s  between 1741 and 1848 G .M .T .in d ica te  
th a t U .B oats are s t i l l  in  v i c i n i t y  o f  S .C .4 8 . 
(D .D .I .C . 2034A/17 to  A .I .G .6 2 . Opnav, A .C .I .C ,
C .C .N .F . H .Q .C .C .

/PASS OF BALMAHA
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17.10.1941.
Friday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.Contd.
Torpedoed off Alexandria. 
(C. in 0. Med. 1235/17.) 
See Mediterranean.

29 survivors landed to-day ex EMPIRE WAVE 
torpedoed 059° 08’ N., 032° 26* W., on 1/10.
21 merchant service, 1 R.A.F. officer, 4 R.A.F., 
other ranks, one R.N. gunner, 2 R.N. R.D.F., 
ratings. Names of R.A.F., and R.N.,forwarded 
in my 1912/17.
(A.O.I.C., 1917/17, to Admty.)
EMPIRE WAVE, British, 7463 tons, Clyde to 
Halifax in Convoy 0.N.19. Is presumed sunk. 
(D.S.774, 18/10.)

Submarines Reported.
Bearing by D/F at 0058C/17 position of enemy 
U-Boat was 067° 45’ N., 041* 12’ S.
(S.B.N.0., Murmansk, 0152C/17.)

Following has been read. Addressed Naval 
General Call Sign, from R0STH2RN. One enemy 
submarine, 60.40N., 18.36 W.
(Iceland W/T, 1230/17.)

Estimated U/B dispositions in Atlantic. 
(D.D.I.C. 1410A/17.) (U.S.C.N.O., 2025/17.)

Submarines Attacked.
Am returning to Londonderry with 30 survivors 
from torpedoed ships, and for fuel, depth charge 
and star shells before joining H.X.154 (four 
survivors require medical attention.) Sighted 
U-boat at 1503Z in 057°01' N., 022° 10' W., 
carried out five attacks, consider destroyed it. 
(VERONICA, 2107Z/17 to C. in C.W.A.)

(HIGHLANDER, 1500Z/17.) See Ships Attacked.
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Home Commands,
One or more U-boats and several enemy A/0 
having recently been detected at the entrance 
to the White Sea, the Russian Authorities are 
to be asked to afford suitable A/S and A/A 
protection to our Convoys in those waters, 
but S.B.N.O. North Russia considers little 
result can be expected from Soviet A/S patrols 
(1801C/21) A/S Trawlers are being prepared at 
home for Arctic service.
An enemy Coast Battery fired one round at 2220 
last night vfithout effect at Convoy C.W.5U off 
Dover.

Rescue tug ASSURANCE went ashore in Lough Foyle 
at 2320 today and is considered to be beyond 
salvage.

British Air Operations.
Bomber Command carried out no operations last 
night or today on account of bad weather.

Mining.
The rainelaying operation off Lorient by 
WELSHMAN and MANXMAN was postponed today for 
a further 2U hours on account of the weather.

In the Thames Estuary there was some enemy 
minelaying activity last night. 6 Mines were 
detonated by sweepers yesterday, and at 1508A 
today the British MAHSEER (7911 tons) and EMPIRE 
GHYLL (2011 Tons) were mined and sunk off the 
Gunfleet.

R.A.M. considers it most unlikely that the 
Explosions in 56° 20' N. 8° 50’ W. reported yester
day by CAIRO as having occurred at 1330/16 in the
rear of Convoy T.C.1U were due to premature firing of British Mines, and suggests that they
may have had a deeper significance.
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SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic.

AUDAGITY, (auxiliary aircraft carrier) proposes 
that she should operate from Gibraltar during 
the winter months, escorting H.G. and O.G. 
Convoys.

South Atlantic.

There have been reports that U-boats may be 
using Annobon Island as a centre for rest and 
recreation if not for fuelling. It is proposed 
that PRESIDENT HCUDUGE should carry out a R/O 
of the island and surrounding waters.

Mediterranean.
I

11 Albacores have arrived at Malta. One 
Swordfish is missing.

Swordfish at 0018 today attacked an escorted 
convoy 15 miles south of Pantellaria and claim 
to have torpedoed two ships of 5000 and 6000 
tons respectively.

URSULA attacked a convoy at 0802A today in 
55° 25* N. 11° 39 ' S. and thinks she sank 2 
ships.

At 2005 today 6 Swordfish attacked with torpedoes 
a southbound escorted convoy of U merchant vessels 
85 miles N.W. of Tripoli and report 5 hits; one 
6000 ton merchant ship was stopped and a second 
ship was probably damaged.

It is possible that all the above attacks refer 
to the same convoy. Air R/C showed that only one 
merchant ship of the convoy arrived at Tripoli.
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East Indies.

C. in C. E.I. reports that the present lack 
of long range R/C A/C on the station is 
serious. The two Oatalinas now available at 
Colombo are unable to meet his present require 
and will be totally inadequate in the event 
of a -Ear Eastern war.

*

U-Boat Campaign.
HIGHLANDER reported at 0400Z today that 
BROADWATER one of the escort of S.C.48 had 
been torpedoed in 57° 1* N. 19° 8 ' W . , 
BROADWATER sank at 1341Z today.

VERONICA carried out several attacks on a
U-boat in 57° 1* N. 22° 10’ W., and considers 
the U-boat was possibly destroyed.

$ & ■ 1+ 18 1 ̂  ̂  ̂—

It is reported that the Russian S.S. ARGUN was 
torpedoed today in position 90° Cape Gorodetski 
5 miles.
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Policy.
The Free French Division of the 20th M.L. 
Flotilla is to be transferred to HORNET to 
reinforce the 2nd M.L.F.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1516A/18).

Request that conversion of SWORD DAwCB to 
combined A/S and M/3 be carried out in Belfast 
area on the next occasion of refit.
(D. of D. , 1547A/18)

Your 2054A/16. Harvey in London will explain 
situation. Americans have programme of anticipate 
arrivals. Y/e have some information of 
anticipated sailings of British ships from U.K. 
Submit requirements here are not to determine 
incidents of congestion but to defer or control 
loading to prevent it.
(D.S.T.O. Iceland, 1550/18).

Co-operation with U.S.A.
Address to escort Task Unit Commander or to 
Commander Task Force 4 for escort Commander 
yet to be designated will be given serial 
number buried in the text beginning at 0000 G.M. T. 
/20 with number one for each convoy including 
convoy already organized example quote ’’serial 
one H.X.152 etc".
(U.3. Chief of Naval Ops. 1645X/18)

Co-operation with Russia.
Embassy and Mission left Moscow for Kuibyshev 
15/10. Have not established communication with 
them yet. Inform (corrupt group) amounts to 
one wing.
2. Torpedoes and five personnel leaving for 
Murmansk via Kandalaksha today.
3. Group Captain Bird requests you signal 
instructions given by Air Ministry for disposal 
of wing and keep him informed of their movements. 
(3.B.N.O. Archangel, 1031C/18 to Adrnty).

/Commonicat ions...
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C o -o p e r a t io n  w ith  R u ss ia . -  C on td .

.P r o p o s e  f o l l o w in g  arrangem ents be made f o r  
A d m ira lty  G en era l M essages f o r  S .B .N .O . 
Murmansk and A r c h a n g e l. D e t a i l s .
(D. S .D . , 1247A /18 t o  C. in  C. H .F . )
Can arrangem ents be made t o  rea d  Rugby "GAM 
r o u t in e  in  o r d e r  th a t  g e n e ra l m essages made 
by W/T on the Home S t a t io n  may be r e c e iv e d .  
(D .S .D . , 1248A /18  t o  S .B .N .O . Murmansk)

A l l  A /C  handed o v e r  t o  S o v ie t  P.M. to d a y . 
(151  Y/ing 1 3 0 2 /1 8  to  A ir  M in is t r y )

D .P . B ea r in g  ap p ears t o  in d ic a t e  c o n s ta n t  
p r e s e n c e  o f  o n e , and som etim es tw o, U -b oa ts  o f f  
e n tra n ce  t o  Y /h ite  S ea . A/3  p a t r o l s  a re  c l e a r l y  
d e s i r a b le  b u t B r i t i s h  F o rce  in  a re a  w i l l  be 
f u l l y  em ployed  on M inesw eep ing and l o c a l  A /S  
e s c o r t s  f o r  C on voys. R equ est R u ssia n  A u t h o r i t ie s  
may be u rg ed  t o  ta k e  o f f e n s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a in s t  
t h is  p o t e n t i a l  menace t o  ou r  C onvoys.
A d m ira lty  p a ss  t o  A dm iral M ile s  and S .B .N .O . 
Murmansk. (C . in  C. H .P. , 1824A /18  t o  Ad. M i le s ) .

M ovem ents.

C a n ce l my 0900C 1 6 th .
(NORMAN, 0 2 0 0 Z /1 8  t o  A .C .I .C .  ) 
E xp ect to  a r r iv e  A rch a n g e l 1500 C /1 9 . 
(NORMAN, 1 7 1 0 B /1 8 )

S a i le d  VERITY and BADSV/ORTH in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  
C. in  C. W.A. 2 2 2 0 /1 5 . ^ t  AtV.S 
(N .O . I .C . L on d on d erry , 0 6 1 5 A /1 8 ).

PETUNIA r e p o r t  tu g s  n o t  met in  T u n u g d lja r r ik  
PETUNIA now a t J u lia n e h a a b .
( A .C . I . C . ,  0 9 4 6 /1 8 , to  C. C .N .P . )

My 1 7 5 8 /1 5 . S a i l in g  d e la y e d . ( P .0 . I .C .  G reen ock . 
0 9 5 9 /1 8 ) .

/CHICOUTIMI
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Movements. -  Contd.

Request CHICOUTIMI be d ive rted  in  accordance 
with my 1435A/17 on recommendation received  
by telephone from Commodore WESTERN ISLES. 
(C .C .C .S ., 1127A/18)
I f  convenient request you w i l l  comply w ith  
C .C .C ’ s 1127A/18 inform ing F .O .I .C . Greenock. 
(C. in  C. W .A ., 1925A/18 to Commodore 
WESTERN ISLES).

Intend s a i l in g  VICTORIOUS escorted by Capt. (D ) 
19 in LAFOREY and LIGHTNING passing Clyde 
Boom at 1330A/19. E .T .A . Scapa exerc ise  area  
0800A/20. Codeword '•Eager".
(N.O. I.C . Greenock, 1148A/18).

My 1253A/16 and 1737A/17. S a i lin g  o f  13th M/3 
F. postponed f o r  fu rth e r  24 hours.
(C . in  C. Portsmouth 1223A/18)

Adm iralty 2053/13. Propose s a i l in g  S .0 .4 th  M/S 
F lo t i l l a  in FITZROY, w ith  ELGIN, R033, LYDD in  
-company with CAVA, R0NALD3HAY, and CAPE NYMETSKI 
as Danlayers, c o l l i e r  LAKELAND, and sto re  c a r r ie r  
3TAR OF FREEDOM to a rr iv e  Skaa le fio rd  day ligh t  
21. (A .C .O .S ., 1805A/18)

To avoid convoy amend route as fo llo w s . 
(C . in C. W.A. , 2215A/18 to L .2 7 ).

Operations.

An enemy coasta l b a tte ry  f i r e d  one round at 
2220 yesterday Friday in the v ic in ity  o f  C.W .54. 
No damage or c asu a ltie s  have been reported .
( V.A. Dover, 0743A/18)

B r it ish  A ir  A c t iv ity .

P.R.U. Bergen to 3tavanger in operation . 
- (C .  in C. Rosyth, 1147/18)

Night 17/18. A l l  operations were cancelled  owing 
to weather. (H. Q.B. C. , 1200/18)

/Mosquito
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Saturday.

British Air Activity. - Contd.

My A. 906 dated 19.9.1941. the following 
Mosquito aircraft are flying. Description. 
(Air Ministry, 1600/18)

Following received from C. in C. H.F. Begins: 
LONDON reports at least three enemy A/C 
detected in vicinity of convoy Q.P. one when 
off Cape Goroaetski hut no attack developed 
owing to low visibility.
Request possibility of affording ar protection 
to convoys entering and leaving V/hite Sea be 
urgently examined. A possible landing ground 
on Chayachi Island is described on page 43 of 
I.S.T.3. report dated 11th August 1941 on 
Kola Peninsula and Archangel. 1217A/17. Ends. 
Request you will take the necessary action 
and report. (A.C.N.S.H. , 1637A/18 to 3.B.N.O. 
North Russia.)

All aircraft handed over to Soviet p.m. today. 
(151 Wing 1802/18 to Air Ministry).

Mining.

My 1130/17. Operation H.G. postponed a further 
24 hours on account of weather.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0948/18)

4 Magnetic mines detonated by Sweepers on 17/10 
as follows. Details. (Capt. M/3 Sheemess, 1001/18 
and 1030/18)
One magnetic mine detonated at 2155/17. Details. 
(-Capt. M/3 3heernes3, 1035/18)
One 3.A. mine detonated at 1927/17 as follows. 
Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness, 1701/18)
There was some activity over Estuary during 
early part of night of 17/18. 2015. Loud
explosion (bomb or mine) Northern end of East 
Barrow Sand.
2017 Mine reported dropped in 51° 34’ 54” N.
01° 10’ 27” E. Position buoyed.
(S.O. T.L.D.F. , 1723/18)

Your 0924. Port including Q. Z.3. 298 is closed 
until 0745/19. (N.O. I. C. Liverpool, 1102A/18)

/Explosions
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Mining. - Contd.
In view of your 0952/16, it appears possible 
that the explosions reported in your 2309/17 may 
have had a deeper significance. No reports 
of any prematures in these fields have reached 
me for many months and I consider it most 
unlikely that any would occur more than a year 
after the field was laid.
(R.A.M. , 1200/18 to C. in C. W.A.)

WESTMINSTER reports ship mined in position 165° 
Gunfleet 3^ miles. MANSFIELD standing by.
(C.in C. Nore, 1508A/18)
EMPIRE GHYLL sunk in about 221° B.7 buoy 4.5 
cables. (MAN3FIELD, 1830A/18)
Your 1743. EMPIRE GHYLL and one other ship sunk., 
One of these is approx. 051° 40’ 32" N.
001° 18' 50" E. Other wreck is close to this 
position but has not been located.
(WOLSEY, 185QA/18)
Your 2015 and my 1850. It now appears that 
MAH3EER and EMPIRE GHYLL were the only 2 ships 
sunk. (WOLSEY, 2059A/18)
(C. in C. Nore, 2015A and 2323A/18)

Casualties and Defects.
O.N.S. 27 inform Commodore that COLLEGIAN 
is returning in tow to Liverpool with defects.
(C. in C. W. A. , 0032A/18)

. y n r r ,  ty. w.2>.
Your 2200A/17. Is NARVA in company.
(C. in C.'W.A., 0122A/18)
Your 0122A/18. Lost touch with NARVA night of 
14th October. (LADY ELSA, 0200A/18)

My 2315A/17. Damage to MARIE LOUISE MACKAY 
cannot be repaired at Londonderry. Intend sailing 
her escorted by W00L3T0N, STELLA POLARIS, and 
INDIAN STAR to Belfast P.M. today if weather 
moderates. (Capt. D. Londonderry, 1157A/18)

/LAURENT..
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Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
3.0. 3. In 53° 55’ N . , 3° 0 9 ’ W. , Stranded in 
dangerous position. (LAURENT MEEU3, 1510/18)
3.0. 5. Send immediately tugs. Stranded by the 
s t e m .  (LAURENT MEEU3, Reed. 1637/18)

Cancel my 1625A/16. EMPIRE V/ATERHEN is to be 
towed to Greenock. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1853A/18)

ASSURANCE aground on Bluick Rock, North Channel, 
Lough Foyle. Tug FRISKY standing by.
(N.O.I.C. , Londonderry, 2320/18)

Shipping & Convoys.

In view of weather Destroyers for F.3A23 are 
cancelled. (C. in C. Nore, 0934a /18)
No M.Ls. from Humber joining F. 3623 owing to 
weather. (F.0. Humber, 1145a /18)

As gale likelihood of veering request permission 
to route F.N. No.5 33 via A.M. Q. 2.3. 287 and 
so obtain shelter from land. Anticipate 
Haisborough could be passed in daylight and 
E.T.A. Sheringham 2100. F.N. No. 33 is only 
6 ships. (VALOROUS 1147A/18)
Your 1147A/18. Not approved. Proceed by 
normal channels. (C. in C. Nore, 1351A/18 
to VALOROUS)
Sailing of P.V/. 52 and Y/.P. 54 is postponed 24 
hours on account of weather.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1158/18)

Request confirmation that S.L. 89 will be met 
by a local escort of destroyers R/V of which 
will be passed by CLEMATIS.
(V/ELLINGTON, 1200Z/16)

Unless able to arrive before dark reduce speed 
to arrive daylight 19th. Shoreham ships to 
be detached to arrive A.M. 19th high water 
sweepers are proceeding towards Portsmouth.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1243/18 to BLENCATHRA)

/P. Q. 3
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Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
P.Q. 3 will sail from Iceland and will consist 
of CAPE RACE, WANSTEAD, CAPE CORSO, TREKIEVE 
BRIAHWOOD, COCLE. $/?a/ ftM/SdOSIO.
2. Ships from U.K. are to be sailed for Iceland 
in O.N.29.
3. C. in C. H.F. is requestedto arrange escort 
from Iceland to Archangel and if possible provide 
additional escort for O.N.29 with orders to 
break off with Iceland portion.
4. C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail U.K. 
ships as necessary to join O.N.29.
(A.C.N.S.(H) , 1343A/18)

Convoy "Cargo”. 6 ships will be ready to sail 
24/10. EMPIRE CONDOR and EMPIRE CURLEW cannot 
sail before 30/10 in ballast or 2/11 loaded.
(2) Navy Department wish that escort of "Cargo" 
shall on return passage form part escort of 
convoy C. T. 5 if M. O.M.P. and dates can be 
suitably arranged.
(3) Propose therefore that convoy "Cargo"
sails 24/10 less EMPIRE CONDOR and EMPIRE CURLEW.
(4) As maritime commision attaches special 
importance to safety of ships of this type 
propose EMPIRE CONDOR and EMPIRE CURLEW complete 
loading and proceed to Halifax for (?inclusion) 
in convoy T.C. 15.
(5) Request immediate reply.
(B.A.D. Washington, 1935R/18)

SPEEDPAST making little headway, position near 
55A buoy. Am standing by.
(VERDUN, 2053/18)

Composed of 8 ships will leave U.K. on 30/10. 
Details. (A.C.N.S. (H) , 2231A/18) See Lion Copy.



MOST SECRET s EQRST^^

DATE 18*10.41.

To C. in C. "western Approaches 608 
NS.H Q. Ottawa, 466 

Repeated B>.D°. Washington 938 
O.P.N.j - • V •
G.0 A,C'. Hainan F.O. i/c Liverpool 
F.O. i/c Greenock
F.O. i/c Cardiff 
F.O. i/c Belfast 
N.O. i/c Avonraouth 
N.O.S.O. Mersey 
N.C.S.O. Clyde 
N.O.S, 0. Milford Haven
c'Gin‘c'. America and West Indies 765 
C. in C. Home Fleet 003 
R.A.(D) Home Fleet 142 
H.Q. Coastal Commann 
H.Q. Fighter Command

Naval Cypher A ah(T crip Time l&hl

From Admiralty
Convoy C.T. 5 composed of 3 ships will leave 

United Kingdom on 30th October,
Q
t - f

Embarkation will take place as follovs.- 
From Liverpool

From Clyde 

From Avonmouth

ANDES
ORCADES
IEINA DEL PACIF.ICO- 
V/ARWICK CASTLE 
DUCHESS OF ATHOLL 
SOBIESKI 
DURBAN CASTLE 
ORONSAY

, rn-pnnnc! will embark in QRONSAY on 27th Octooer
j-a sh0 should be bailed to Clyde in time to attend Convoy
conference.
3.oC

Speed of slowest ship 16 toots.
Escort to Halifax from M.O.M.P. will be provided

4.
c
by the U.S.
6. Escort to M.O.M.P. will consist of ono 
cruiser and 6 destroyers.
7. Admiralty will arrange route and M.O.M.P. with 
O.P.N. A. V •
o. c. in C. Western Approaches is requested to
(a) arrange sailing of ORONS..Y .as in paragraph 4.

(b) Sail Liverpool and Clyde....

1.



2.

n
fat- • J i

2 .

Cb) Sail Liverpool and Clyde portions to rendezvous 
off Oversay Light.

(c) Provide one A/A Cruiser end 6 destroyers to return 
alter meeting U.S. escort.

9. Main Convoy conference will he held at Clyde and
arrangements should be made for C.css of escorts to attend.

2231A/18
D.O.D.(H)

Approved by A.C.K.S. (H)

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
2nd S-. L.
3rd S.L.
4th S.L.
.bth S.L. v.a.N.s.

A.C.N.S.. (H) 
A.C.N.S, (?) 
A.C.N.S.(?) (2)
A. O.H.S»(W)
N. A , 1st cr. jj,
D. of ?.(2)B. O.B.(?) 
B.B.O‘B. (F) 
B.O.pj (K)
B.D.O L.(H) 
B.N.I.(4) 
i>. S. -v .
JJ.. of L.B.
JJ. N • A. h.
B.A/S.W.

4*

*•

B.M.S.
I.P. (2) 
W.B.

l)
Buty Captain (2) 
Head of M.
D.?. S.B. O
B.B.I.C. E. P S. 
B.T.B.(2) 
B.G.B.

.

B N. 1.1). 10(Paymaster Car. Wilson) .
»

•». *
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North Atlantic. 
See Mediterranean.

Arrival 17th. (? Porto, 1128/18 to D. of S.T.)
O foU fr. fiTof

Following is an extract from R.O.P. on H.G.73 
rendered hy FOWEY ("begins). It is for con
sideration that H.G. convoy should he sailed after 
dark to prevent their time of departure being 
accurately reported hy enemy agents in Spain. 
(Ends) Request your remarks.
(C. in C. W.A. 1128A/18 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Air Ministry have asked that the follov/lng R.A.F. 
aircraft should he returned to U.K. in ATHENE 
(details of 6). Request you will investigate 
possibility of shipping these aircraft in ARGUS, 
as well as any other damaged aircraft and com
ponents, as it is not desired that ATHENE 
should call at Gibraltar on her homeward voyage. 
(D.N.A.D. 1348A/18 to F.O.C.N.A.)

A.M.2209/16 and 2022/17 F.O.C.N.A. is requested 
to sail H.G.75 on 21/10 or at earliest date 
thereafter when at least two destroyers of Force 
H.can he made available to supplement the escort. 
F.O. Force H. is requested to arrange for des
troyers of Force H. accordingly. Present 
intention is that they should return to 
Gibraltar in time for "Chieftain". (A.C.N.S.(T) 
1620A/18 to F.O.C.N.A., F.O. Force H.)

On completion of operation off Sardinia proceed 
through position (M) 038° 40’ 008° 00’ (N) 039° 
00’ 004° 00’ E. (P) 036® 20' 002° 15’ W. to 
Gibraltar. At your discretion report P.C. and 
S. of A. on crossing 007° E. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1610A/18 to RORQUAL.)

Consider AUDACITY should operate from Gibraltar 
during winter months escorting H.G. and O.G. 
convoys, changing over as requisite. If 
approved spare Martlets will be required at 
Gibraltar. Propose embarking eight aircraft and 
all 802 Sqdn. for passage out with O.G. 76. 
(AUDACITY 1625A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Portuguese • • •



HOST SECRET

War Diary,

Portuguese 
Trawlers.~

Wounded from 
Gibraltar.

French.
Shipping.

GURKHA.
ISAAC SWEERS.

0. S. 8.

430
18.10.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Horth Atlantic - contd.
Neutral Master reports belief that following 
Portuguese Trawlers intend to join the Bayonne 
Trade: TREVO PRIMEIRO 198 G.T., TREVO SEGUNDO 
202 G.T., TREVO TERCEIRO 296 G.T. owned by 
Sociedade De Pesca Cesteira Ltd.
(S.O.I. Gib., 1632A/18 to D.N.I.

Evacuation of wounded from Gibraltar.
1. Agreed most desirable from point of view of 
morale of the Garrison that occasional 
evacuation of casualties should take place when 
siege conditions arise. 2. The smallest 
Hospital ship in commission has a capacity for 
399 patients. Not considered possible to load 
this ship fully in a single night from beaches 
by Motor Landing Craft. 3. Only method which 
appears practical is to evacuate small numbers 
by occasional fast ships. This would entail 
a small R.A.M.C. staff embarking in ship before 
its departure from U.K. 4. Your views are 
requested to enable necessary arrangements to 
be made. (W.O. 1745/18 to Govr. Gibraltar.)

Gibraltar 1645. French armed trav/ler 
L *AJACCIENNE, JAMAIQUE. LILLOIS, PARAME, 
CARIMARE, all French eastbound.
(S.O.I. Gib., 1753A/18 to Admty. etc.)

South Atlantic.
Arrival 1700/17, departure 0815/18.
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst 0931N/18 to C. in C. S.A.)

S.S. HARTISMERE dropping astern of 0.S.8 due to 
engine trouble a.m./l7 and unaware of new route. 
Weather. Ocean escort can remain in company 
until a.m./25 and arrive Bathurst noon/26, 
having 5% useful fuel remaining. Minimum of 
(24 or 30?) hours in harbour is requested to 
make good minor (defects?). O.S.(?8) E.T.A. 
position (C) 1600N/20. Passed through 
FLEETWOOD. (BLACK SWAN 1001M/18 to C. in C. S.A.)

/Closing
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South Atlantic - contd.
F.O.I.C. Simonstown’s 1418" " st
Capetown’s 0915B/13 reporting arrival of 
PANTELIS at Capetown. M. of W/T representative 
in Capetown reported this vessel on 9th as 
bunkering at Luderitz Bay and sailing that day. 
This information was not known apparently by 
S.O.(l) Capetown.
(D.N.I. 1152A/18 to C. in C. S.A.)

(trust****, (̂ C u iC .-9.fi-, 4 o w  v ) a  !>)

New positions in your area of dam floats and 
buoys placed in accordance with Admty. 1404A/7. 
(CHALLENGER, 1210N/18 to C. in C. S.A.)

Reports that U-Boats may be using Island of 
Aimobon as a centre for rest and recreation if 
not for refuelling. Some confirmation obtained 
from prisoners. Request you will consult S.N.O. 
F.N.F.L. with a view to PRESIDENT HOIIDUCE 
carrying R/C of this island and surrounding 
waters. (C. in C. S.A. 1355N/18 to B.N.L.O.
West Africa.)

New position English Bank Light Vessel is 
172° (? 53.2) miles from Isle de Flores Light 
35° 06’ S. 055° 54’ W.
(R.A.S.A.D. 1513Z/18 to BULOLO.)

Please see H.C. Pretoria’s Q 0545 of 15/10 to 
Dominions Office. Requests are substantially 
in accordance with my recommendation to Union 
Govt. Floating dock proposal is long term 
but not so long as project of constructing 
graving dock at Capetown, which Union Govt, are 
not inclined to further unless skilled labour 
and plant can be provided from external sources. 
My impression of congestion in Union ports is 
that situation was gradually deteriorating, 
but steps being taken locally may arrest 
deterioration. Proposals in H.C’s telegram 
should lead to improvement and put Union ports 
in better case to cope with increased volume 
of shipping which must be expected as forces 
in Middle East grow.
(C. in C. S.A. 1545N/18 to Admty.)

/Task ...
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South Atlantic - contd.
Task Group A.M. 2115/11. Future movements Task Group 3.6.
5.6. Leave San Juan 20/10 to Trinidad area, thence

to Pernambuco 28/10 via positions (j) 10 N.
53 W. and (i) Equator 35 W.
(D.O.D.(F) 1621A/18 to C. in C. S.A., R.A.S.A.D.)

AQUITANIA. D.O.S-T’s 1243/18 (N.T.in W.D). This ship cannot
be handled at either Capetown or Durban, vide 
my 0956/16 to C. in C. S.A. only.
(F.O.I.C. Simonstown 1703B/18 to C. in C. S.A.)

Mediterranean.
Enemy Convoy. Position of convoy at 2317/17 036° 52’ N. 012°

02’ E. Course at 0013/18 160°.
(V.A. Malta 0104/18 to 10th S/M Flot.)

Landing Your 0/98358 dated 1/9. 20 twin screw T.L.Cs
Craft. have arrived in M.E. of v/hich 13 have been

destroyed by enemy action. 15 triple screw 
T.L.Cs have been shipped of which two have been 
sunk on passage. A further 25 will be 
-shipped. Assuming no more are lost, this 
should give you 45 by Spring 1942. In 
addition, India has been asked to build 17 
T.L.Cs and 22 Z craft, but this is still under 
investigation, and may not prove possible. 
Question of sending additional T.L.Cs from U.K. 
on completion of above programme is under con
sideration here in light of revised building 
Drogramme and Home requirements.
(W.O. 0700/18 to C. in C. M.E.)

Operation 11 Albacores have arrived. There is no
’’Callboy^ indication of approach of further aircraft.
------  (V.A. Malta 0710A/18 to S.O. Force H.)

MJr 0710. One Swordfish now arrived. Crew 
missing Albacore Sub. Lt. Davison and Jones, 
crew missing Swordfish Sub. Lt. Bunyan and 
Denby. (V.A. Malta, 0937A/18 to S.O. Force H. 
ARK ROYAL.)

/V.A. Malta’s • • •
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contd.

Mediterranean.
V.A. Malta's 0937/18. 11 Albacore and 2
Swordfish took off from 037® 28' N. 006° 00' E. 
at 0140A. Albacore crew referred to by V.A. 
Malta safe, aircraft was unserviceable. No 
reason can be suggested of non-arrival of 1 
Swordfish. V/eather conditions appeared to be 
very favourable.
(ii) Fighter shot down 1 Cant shadower at 1408A/ 
17 in 038° 00' N. 003® 20' E. and 1 B.R.20 at 
1042A/18 in 037 ® 05' N. 003® 45' E. Both 
interceptions very nice work. Enemy air R/C 
appears to be extensive over Western Mediterr
anean.
(iii) V.A. Malta's 1857A/17 and 1925A/17 not 
received until 0625A/18 and 0928A/18 res
pectively. Reason for delay not known.
(iv) 3 Fulmars arriving North Front 1400A/19 
to take distinguished visitor to ARK ROYAL to 
witness flying practice of R/C aircraft.
(v) This message is also intended as wireless 
diversion to indicate withdrawal west.
(S.O..Force H. 1557A/18 to Admty.)

Air Report. Night 16/17 Oct. No bombing operations.
Day 17/10 10 R/C sorties Bardia area, Piraeus, 
Suda Bay and Eastern Mediterranean no shipping 
at sea, weather bad all day with heavy cloud 
and dust storms.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1145/18.)

S/Ms. Any S/Ms encountered during the nights of 18th
to 20th inclusive are not to be attacked.
Local movement summary follows.
(Capt. S. 10. 1205A/18 to P.31, 10th S/M F.)

0. in C. Med, 
takes over 
Red Sea.

From 0001Z/21 the Red Sea including Aden will 
form part of the Mediterranean Station whose 
Eastern Limit will become Longitude 045° 05' E.
2. The Red Sea Division of the Station will be 
principally between the above Longitude and 
Suez but exclusive of the Port of Suez itself.
3. Rear Admiral R.H.C.Hallifax will take the 
Command of the Red Sea Area of the station on 
21/10 with the title of F.C.C. Red Sea (F.O.R.S) 
He will normally fly his Flag ashore at Suez.
The date of transferring to Suez will be 
promulgated later.
4. Aden W/T station will remain under the 
operational control of C. in C. E.I.
5. F.O.C. R.S.F. is authorized to deal direct 
with Army, R.A.F. and Civil Authorities within 
the Area of his command on matters other than 
those of major policy keeping C. in C. Med. 
informed of actions taken as necessary.

/& . . .
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Mediterranean.

0.in 0. Med, 
takes over ~ 
Red Sea 
contd.

&
I

6. C. in G. E.I. is requested to inform all 
East Indies and Red Sea Authorities concerned 
of this reorganization.
All H.M. Ships while within limits of the Red 
Sea as defined in para.2 and H.M. Ships at 
Suez will he regarded as belonging to Red Sea 
Force for communication purposes.
7. The actual Red Sea Force will consist
initially of PARRAMATTA, FALMOUTH, SHOREHAM 
and such forces as G. in C. E.I.,details from 
existing Red Sea Forces. SISJ
8. The title N.O.i/c Port Tewfik will he 
changed on 21/10 to N.O.i/c Suez. N.O.i/c 
Suez will he in command under S.B.N.O. Suez 
Canal Area of Canal Ports in Bitter Lake and 
Ataka as well as of Port Tewfik and Port 
Tbrahim./
9. In absence of F.O.C. Red Sea Force from 
Suez N.O.i/c Suez will act for him.
10. Changes in Intelligence and communications 
organization will he Dromulgated separately. 
(C. in C. Med. 1219B/18.)

C0ETL0G0N Arrival 18th. (Barcelona 1259/18 to D. of
(French]-" S.T.)

Dhows Governor of Aden’s telegram of 5/10 (R) Cairo
policy. No.164 and C. in C. E.I. No.4; F.O. telegram

to Cairo No.93 Prior, (R) Aden No.522 and C. in 
C. E.I. No.20. It is considered that the 
following instructions should he issued - 
(a) That, owing to the dubious legality of sink 
ing dhows, they should when possible he 
captured rather than destroyed; (h) hut, if 
for practical reasons, it is not possible to 
send in a particular dhow, it should he 
destroyed, proper provision being made for 
the safety of the crew. 2. C. in C. Med. pass 
to Minister of State.
(Head of M. Approved by 1st Lord 1303A/18 to 
Cs in C. Med., E.I., S.N.O.R.S.)

M.T.Bs. R.A.(d ) Med. is co-ordinating the arrangements
for M.T.B. bases in Eastern Med. except at 
Malta and will administer M.T.Bs when they 
arrive. (?Accounts) of all M.T.B.personnel 
will he carried in H.M.S. NILE. Request 
correspondence and signals may he addressed 
accordingly. (C. in C. Med. 1404B/18 to 
Adty.)

/S/Ms • • •
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Mediterranean - contd.
Positions (G) (H) and (j) established. Local 
S/M Movements summary. (Capt. S.10, 1531A/18 
to P.31, 10th S/M Flot.) See Lion Copy.

U-Boat sighted close north of Amorgo Island 
0800B/18. Further sighting suggested U-Boat 
patrolling line from Levitha to Scarpanto. 
(Capt. S.l. 1551B/18 to THUNDERBOLT, TRIUMPH.)

Proceed Malta through following position (a)
036° 00’ 023° 10’ and (b) 035° 54’ 016° 00’ 
thence as ordered by Capt.(S) 10. Leave your 
patrol 21st in time to pass through position (a) 
shortly before diving a.m./22. TRIUMPH is to 
remain northward of 38° until 0001/22. Enemy 
are reported to be using barges towed by tug 
transporting petrol from Salonika to Piraeus. 
(Capt. S.l. 1621B/18 to THUNDERBOLT.)

Night 17/18 0302 hours 7 raiders approached. 
None crossed coast. All bombs in sea, 
Hurricanes up, no illuminations or inter
ceptions.
(H.Q. Malta 2023/18.)

R.A.(A) Med’s 1606/10/9 Fulmar flight has been 
increased to a squadron of 12 I E and it is 
intended that it should be known as 885 Sqdn. 
This number was originally allocated to 
Gladiator flight in EAGLE which has now been 
disbanded. Request confirmation that this 
number has not been already allocated to another 
Squadron.
(C. in C. Med. 2104B/18 to Adty.)
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L, 3 S'P
SECRET MESSAGE 153lA/18th October. U

Date 18, 10, 41*
Reed* 1847•

Prom Oapt. (s) 10.
____________Naval Cede (02) by '7/T._______________________ —
Addressed H.II.S. P.31. 10th Sub. Flotilla repeated G. in 

Mediterranean Capt. (s) 1#
IMPORTANT

Positions(G/036° 06* 014° 16' (h )037° 16* 013° 56* and
(j) 030° 00* 011° 44* established. Following is local
submarine movements summary read in 5 columns submarine, 
leaves, through, arrives, thence to.
Ififtw *. P*34 035° 48* 012° 56* noon 18, H dawn 19th, J dusk
19th, North East.
n.llrss, URSULA, 035° 39* 011° 43* noon 18th, 036J 17* 014°
31‘ A.M. 19th, 035° 51’ 015° 15’ P.M. 19th, North East.
R-M'TTLl. RORQUAL G. P.M. 13th, H dawn 19th, J dusk 19th, North

P.31, J dawn 19th, H dusk 19th, G L1I. 20th Malta 
ItvIttG. UPRIGHT, g- P.M* 10th, 036 30* 013° 30* p.m. 19th and
Ii. dawn 20th, J dusk 20th, North east.
y-ii.rtjfc UNIQUE, J dawn 20th, H dusk 20th, G A.M. 2lst, Malta.

UNBEATEN, Malta 7-750 19th, 036° 00* 014° 53* , - 035°
51* 015° 15’ 2130 19th, North East.
KftH.t:. TRUSTY Malta 1700 19th, ditto, ditto 2030 19th,
North East.JL11-yfi. THRESHER and h-grr̂ T. TRUSTY exercising in searched 
channel from Grand Harbour to Zonkor point A.M. 19th. 
Passages through Q 3 3 65 to South East and North West
are to be made N<. rth and South respectively of line between 
II and J and submarines are tc communicato by S S T.

1531A/13.
Advance copy Ops. O.D. O.I.C.

V.C.N.3.
A.G.N.S.(P)

Li. P • 3.
D.3.B.(2)
P.O.S. by courier.
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East Indies.
SNAPDRAGON. Departure for Aden 17/10. (N.O.I.C. Basra,

O65OZ/I8 to S.N.O.R.S.)

SOLI. 
water 
tanker. 
Red Sea.

Your 2252/8. Norwegian Tanker SOLI has "been 
examined at Colombo. She is unsuitable for 
a water carrier. Request another tanker be 
allocated as soon as possible for Red Sea. 
(C. in C. E.I. 07UU-Z/18 to D. of 8.T.)

R/C The present lack of long range R/C A/C on E.I.
Aircraft, Station is serious. The two Catalina now

available Colombo are unable to meet my present 
requirements and will be totally inadequate in 
the event of a Far Eastern war.
(ii) Request urgent consideration be given this 
matter and that immediate steps be taken to 
implement programme outlined in A.M. 21U8/2U/1.
(iii) I appreciate that Army H.G. Far East are 
unable to assist me at present in view of their 
own commitments and lack of trained crews.
(C. in C. E.I., 11U4Z/18 to Admty.)

HERMES. My 0716/13*(i) Before HERMES commences this refit I propose 
to order her back to Colombo to disembark her
12 Swordfish with crews.
(ii) This torpedo bomber R/C squadron would be 
( 2 corrupt groups) (?addition to) air defence
of Ceylon in absence of G.R. land plane squadron 
referred to in 21U8/ 2U/1 .
(iii) After HERMES has completed her refit I 
further suggest she should embark as many 
dismantled Swordfish Walrus and spare engines

VluydtJs*, from WYNBERG as possible and that these should 
' be landed China Bay to form part of aircraft 

reserve mentioned in A.M. 1352/18/9. HERMES 
could then reembark her original 12 Swordfish 
and crew on arrival back at Colombo unless it 
has been found possible to replace these crews 
before leaving. In latter event I could then 
retain a torpedo striking force at Colombo.
(C. in C.E.I. 1206Z/18 to Adty.)

/Operation....
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East Indies-Contd.
Your 0106/8. Operation "Ration” was stopped at dusk yesterday 17/10. No interception*(ii) CORNWALL and ENTERPRISE patrolled 'between Saya de Malha and Nazareth Banks from dawn/12 until dark/15 when ENTERPRISE was detached to refuel at Mauritius. CORNWALL remained on patrol sweeping further eastward.(iiij Catalina flying boat carried out demonstration flight in vicinity of Reunion on 12 and 1^/10 (iv) ENTERPRISE continued (?patrol between) Mauritius and Cargados Carajos on 17th. Catalina searches South of Mauritius and between Mauritius and Cargados Garajos were carried out on 16 and 17/10. (C. in C. E.I.1220Z/18 to Admty.)

AUSTRALIA CORNWALL.n^i 5.
AUSTRALIA has been diverted to Colombo for mining referred to in your 1739/17.(2) A.C.N.B. have now requested East Indies cruiser escort for U.S.13 from Fremantle, due presumably to CANBERRA’S projected refit. A.C. N.B’s 0744/19/5 refers. {3 ) Alternatives are AUSTRALIA or CORNWALL. (4) Use of CORNWALL would mean 2 8-inch cruisers being detached on distant service simultaneously to which I am reluctant at present time*(5) It appears therefore that Kerguelen cruise must once again be cancelled and AUSTRALIA do escort unless A.C.N.B. are able to provide escort part of way from Fremantle. (C. in C. E.I. 1330/18 to Admty.)

KANIMBLA. Your 1216/16. Subject to your concurrence intend KANIMBLA to leave Colombo on relief by MANOORA about 6/12. KANIMBLA would then arrive Fremantle about 15/12. (C. in C. E.I. 1452Z/18 to A.C.N.B).

DALHOUSIE. Have you any news of DALHOUSIE due Calcutta 8/10 from Capetown?(?D.T. D., 1626A/18 to S.O.I. Colombo).
ijlO f-
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China.

Japanese aircraft carrier ZUIKAKU is in 
vicinity of Bako. (C.O.I.S. Singapore, 0458Z/18 
to Admty.). N.I.D. Comment. ZUIKAKU is Japan’s 
latest A/C Carrier and is shown in C.B. 1815 as 
completing. She was launched in November ’39 and 
this is the first report that has "been received 
indicating she is at sea. Probably at Bako, in 
Pescadores, either doing trials or on "working 
up" cruise. Believed to be about 16000 tons 
and may carry about 50 aircraft.

My 0313/6. Add New Paragraph:
(f) If stopped at sea by Japanese warship after 
signal "seek refuge port" has been made, C.Bs. 
are to be destroyed and immediate W/T message 
sent in P/L giving cumulative details as time 
permits. If and when released further report to 
be made. (C. in C. China, 05292/18 to F.O.C. 
Singapore, etc.)

Your 05042/17. ANTILLA seized by Dutch and 
ARAUCA by Americans so neither can be Raider
B. Suggest possible identity of B might be 
NORDDEUTSCHER EMS. (D.D.I.C. 1204A/18 to
C. O.I.S. Singapore).

My 1099 of 17/10. 1. Same source reports 700
artillery men, 12 mechanised.Field Guns, and 200 
horses landed Bocca Tigris on 16th and further 
reinforcements expected. 2. S.I.S. sources 
confirm previous reports that Japanese are 
garrisoning villages along Bocca Tigris-Namtau 
highway and repairing bridges. 5* Estimate 
total of Japanese troops in East river and 
Hong Kong border districts about 20,000 of whom 
over half would be available at short notice 
in event of attack on colony.
(G.O.C. Hong Kong, 1615/18 to W.O.)
Comment;- Previous information regarding 
preparations in East- River District, in G.O.G. 
Hong Kong’s 1755/10 circulated 15/10.
Bocca Tigris-Namtau highway is the coast road 
leading from the entrance to the Canton River to 
the Hong Kong border.
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America and West Indies.

S.O.(I) Jamaica 1738/11+. Following now 
received from P.C.O. New York "Informed through 
same source 2 more submarines U.172 and U .263 in 
Gulf Mexico off Yucatan". (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 
01+10Z/18 to C. in C. A.W.I.) (S.O.I. Kingston 
0826R/18 to Admty.)

Master (U.S.) ALCOA out4er at Barbados from 
Martinique reports probability SHBHERAZADE 
proceeding shortly dry dock U.S. Gulf Port. A.l. 
(S.O.I. Jamaica, 1028R/18 to Admty. etc.)

Dut. POLYPHEMUS due Balboa 1Z+/10 from 
Auckland not arrived. (S.O.I. Jamaica, 10j>l+R/l8 
to Admty. etc.)

Admty. 1758A/15 to S.O.I. Jamaica only. Cancel 
my 122+8R/5, Colon reports vessel arrived 11+/10, 
now under repair. (S.O.I. Jamaica, 1038R/18 
to Admty. etc.)

In view of time taken on passage by ships 
proceeding from Balboa and West Coast America 
ports to Singapore suggest that these ships 
which do not call at a N.C.S. Port en route 
should be ordered to call at Batavia for latest 
information before proceeding to Singapore. 
Request your remarks. (C. in C. A.W.I.
11120/18 to C. in C. China).

Re Admty. 0032A/U/10, type of R.D./F. 
(B.A.R.M. 1212R/18 to Admty.) See Lion Copy.

D.S. VAN KIN8BERGEN leave Curacao 25/10 and 
proceed to Trinidad so as to arrive 27/10 and top 
up with fuel. CIRCASSIA and VAN KINSBERGEN 
Leave Trinidad 28/10 and patrol in company in 
Northern half of Square G.32. Object intercep
tion enemy raider and supply ships. Leaving 
patrol 5/11> CIRCASSIA proceeding to Trinidad 
to refuel and thence Bermuda, VAN KINSBERGEN to 
Curacao to refit. (C. in C. A.W.I., 1212Q/18 
to CIRCASSIA, D.S. VAN KINSBERGEN).

Following is future programme for PRINCE HENRY. 
Trinidad 22-21+/10 Fuel; Bermuda 28-30/10 (? 
Gunnery) Practice on arrival; Halifax l/ll In
stalling R.D.F. N.O.I.C. Trinidad is requested 
to sail PRINCE HENRY in due course to comply. 
\,C. in C. A.W.I., 1222Q/18 to PRINCE HENRY).

/ L . 2 7
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.0.41
Seed. 0637,

NAVAL CYPHER (X) BY CABLE.

ddressed Admiralty, repeated FORMIDABLE, ILLUSTRIOUS. 
874. Your 0032A/4/10.

It lias been represented to me by the Commanding

reasons.
(i) identification of friendly aircraft both R.A.F. 
and Fleet air arm is essential. This will not be • 
possible until the Mark three I.F.F. set is universally 
fitted in all aircraft and the appropriate 
interrogator fitted to type 281. The interim policy 
as stated in Admiralty letter S D 02117/41 daeed 
13/9/41 while satisfactory for Fleet Air Arm 
aircraft when Mark 11N sets are in full supply does 
not provide for identification of R.A.F. aircraft.
2. The slower speed of rotation of the aerials 
in type 281 will prejudice the operational efficiency 
of fighter direction. Since fighter direction is the 
primary function of R.D.F. carriers and it is essential 
to be able to change quickly from one "Echo” to another 
E.G. from '’Enemy'7 to ’’Own fighter” and it is equally 
essential to be able to distinguish groups of friendly 
aircraft on the screen, it is requested thao the 
decision to fit type 281 in carriers may be reconsidered

Officer of H.M.S. FORMIDABLE that type 281 is unsuit
able for fighter direction purposes for the following

-in -vHoil/ nf* t.hfi fo r e g o in g 1212R/18D.S.D. for action )
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America and 'West Indies-Contd.

Capt. (S) 7’s 1501A/13# Report time of arrival 
(b; 048° 00’ N. 046° 00' W. as soon as accurate 
forecast possible. Unless otherwise ordered 
proceed direct from (B) to St. Johns N.F.
Escort will not be provided but T.B.R. will 
be arranged 30 miles either side of your course. 
(C.C.N.F. 1228Z/18 to S/M L.27).

Request whether it is intended that SURCOUF 
should continue to operate under my command on 
completion of refit or whether she will proceed 
to Pacific vide A.C.F.N.F.L. No. 1280 of 23/7 
to SURCOUF. (C. in C. A.W.I., 1232Q/18 to 
Admty.)

(1) My 15442/13 (N.T. in W.R) Urgently request 
confirmation that ships are being sailed as 
requested. (2) Request also what ships of N.E.F. 
were sailed from Q for O.N.S. 25. (C.C.N.F.
1251Z/18 to S.O. present Afloat, Iceland).

Meter, Casablanca 16/10 A.l.
Arrived 9/10 Spanish ships: C$RISTINfl cleared 
for Bilbao 15/10 with 3600 tons phosphates; 
BRIQUETTAS, ZORROZA, from Canary Islands 
cleared for Huelva 13/10 with 2000 tons of 
phosphates; #DI0CHU from Cartagena cleared for 
Bilbao 14/10 with 1430 tons of phosphates.
Arrived 10/10 French ships; ARIZONA with coal, 
pharmaceuticals and 13 military cars, she has 
not yet finished loading for Dakar; STRABON from 
-Marseilles with 1100 tons of torpedo net wire,
22 military trucks and trailers, 311 tons 1932 
model 8 millimetres ammunition. Arrived 12/10. 
Portuguese SILVA GOUVEIA in ballast from 
Lisbon. Arrived 11/10. French CARIMARE from 
Marseilles with cement, champagne and cord. 
(B.A.D. 1329R/18 to S.O.I. Freetown etc.)

/7l*t" ■

Charleston returned NASTURTIUM, minor boiler 
trouble. May possibly sail 20th. (N.S.B.Q.
Ottawa, 1513Z/18 to Admty. etc.)
My 1302R/14. NASTURTIUM has returned to 
Harbour with a broken fan shaft and will not 
be ready to sail until about 23/IO.
(B.A.R.M. 1544R/18 to C.C.N.F., etc.)’

BURNHAM
¥
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America and West Indies-Contd.
My 1242R/50. BURNHAM will leave Newport, Rhode 
Island, p.m./28. Intend to sail her for Halifax 
with passengers. (B.A.R.M. 1518R/18 to Admty.)

Following has Been read. 1715G.M.T. S.O.S.
PORT DARWIN on fire 47° 34* N. 39° 53’ W. 
hearing 71 R 75°. (Halifax W/T, 17452/18). 
Following received from Lands End Radio.
Intercept 1721 G.M.T. De Valentia Radio S.O.S. 
PORT DARWIN on fire in 47.41 N. 39.59 W.
1718/18. (Plymouth I82l/l8 to Admty.)
Note different position.
PORT DARWIN to WINAMAC. Fire has spread to 
magazine and just had some explosions. (Valentia 
Radio 1740/18; PORT DARWIN to BCNJ. Cancel 
you GTAC coming. (Signal letters not known) 
(Valentia Radio, 1750/18).
PORT DARWIN bn fire. Am proceeding to her 
assistance. Am 22 hours from her position.
Please advise. (GALT, 18442/18 to C.C.N.F).

Your 17d 2A/10. DIDO will he ready to sail for 
Bermuda pjnl/ll.
(B.A.R.M. 1850A/18 to Admty.)

Ref. S.W.I. 833/627 of 10/9 intercepted letter 
from Lisbon to New York Branch, American 
Joint Distribution Committee, indicated that 
Spanish ISLA DE TENERIFFE due to sail on 20/10 
from Barcelona for Cuba is being used for same 
purpose and on same lines as Spanish NAVEMAR, 
entire affair believed to be German controlled. 
(C. in C. A.W.I. 2212Q/18 to Admty.)

C.C.C.S. 1435A/17. L If no objection intend 
in future sailing Corvettes to Greenock for 
fuel and night leave before proceeding Tobermory. 
2. 0GC.S. 1127A/18. Request SHERBROOKE believed 
in company with CHICOUTIMI be similarly dealt 
with. (C.C.N.F., 23412/18 to Admty.)
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(attacked
17/10)

Ships Attacked.

Patrol planes report no unusual activity vicinity 
S.C.48. Escorts were ten surface and two 
British air.
(Opnav, 0115/18 to Adrnty.)

BROADWATER 
(escortpig 
S.C.48.)

ERVIKEN.

H.M.S. BROADWATER torpedoed, still floating, 
send tugs 057° 01* N. 019° 08’ W.
(HIGHLANDER, 0400Z/18 to Admty. C. in C. W.A. ) 
BROADWATER, ex U.S. destroyer MASON. Proceed 
Moville, when joined hy WELLARD from Londonderry 
proceed in company to assist BROADWATER torpedoed 
and floating in 57-01 N. 19-08 W.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 0653A/18 to FRISKY,ASSURANCE.) 
My 1124Z/17. Following signals received.
(D.T.D. 1008Z/18 to Opnav.) See Lion Copy.
Your 0400A/18. Who is standing hy BROADWATER? 
Trawlers or corvettes should he used for this if 
available, and not destroyers.
(C. in C. W.A. 1011A/18 to HIGHLANDER.)
ANGLE and CAPE WARWICK standing hy BROADWATER.
In amended position 057° 01' N., 018° 42' W.
ANGLE reports chances of towing slight. One 
officer and 12 men remaining on hoard. 85 
survivors, 4 anticipated casualties including 
Captain. P.C. and S. of convoy 056° 57' N. 016° 
16* W. 096° 7i knots.
VERONICA reports promising attack on U.hoat in 
057° 01* N., 022° 10’ W., at (?15) 21Z/17.
As she only has 12 charges left and 30 survivors 
on hoard I ordered her to Londonderry, before 
joining H.X.154.
ABELIA reports 3 survivors from ERVIKEN on hoard. 
Now proceeding to join H.X.154. No other attacks 
on convoy during the night. Escorts in company, 
BULLDOG, AMAZON, RICHMOND, GEORGETOWN, HEARTSEASE. 
Have been unable to get into touch with 
GLADIOLUS. One unknown straggler was 7 miles 
astern of convoy yesterday now out of sight. 
Weather report. (HIGHLANDER, 1130Z/18 to Admty.
C. in C. W.A.)
CAPE WARWICK reports BROADWATER’S hack broken.
CAPE WARWICK and ANGLE proceeding to Londonderry. 
ST. APOLLO who has arrived since my 1130Z/18 
standing hy. One casualty in CAPE WARWICK died. 
CASTALIA reported to he 16 miles astern of convoy. 
(HIGHLANDER 1306Z/18 to Admty., G. in C. Y/.A. ) 
BROADWATER sank 1341Z/18. (ST. APOLLO, 1343Z/18 
to Admty.)

/RYM •  •  •  •
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In amplification of my 1124Z/17, following 
signals have been received.

S. S. RYM afloat and abandoned in 57 01*N 24 20*W
T. 0.0. 1114Z/T7.

4 attacks at 2120/16, 2230/16, 0045/17 and 0200/17. 
3.S. BOLD VENTURE, BARFflM, ERVIKEN,EVR0S, V/.C. TEAGLE 
sunk 42 survivors in WETAdKIWIN, 11 in H.M.S. BROADWATER 
unknown number in U.S. Destroyer KEARNEY and PICTOU. 
Possibly more in other corvettes not yet rejoined,- 
T.0.0. 1500Z/17.

4. H.M.C.S. COLUMBIA.
H.M.C.S. COLUMBIA left SO.48 at 1200Z/17 in position 

57 00’ N. 21 00’ W. for Iceland to refuel SC.48 steering 
090 degs. 7 knots 31 ships.

shi
29 41 Wy steering (047 degs.) or (087 degs.) 7 knots. 
H.M.S. ROSTHERN and 9 other stragglers not heard of . 
T.0.0. 1615Z/17.

ILA, Norwegian, sank immediately at 0650/15. 
T.0.0. 1738Z/17 L M : '

6. From H.M.S. HIGHLANDER.
Shins in Company now BULLDOG, AMAZON, RICHMOND

H.M.S. BROADWATER torpedoed still floating send 
tugs 57 01' N. 19 08’ W. T.0.0. 0400Z/18.

8« From H.M.C.S. ROSTHERN.
One enemy submarine i.n Position 60 40* N. 18 36* W.

ilW rr .O.P.N.A.V. Date 18.10.41

Type X U S  Settings.

From Admiralty, 

BLLSDIATE.

' S.S. EMPIRE*HERON* sank immediately 2330/15 in 
position 54 55’N 27 15*W T.0.0. 0950/16.

1. From H.M.C.S. COLUMBIA

2. From U.M.S. VERONICA.

3 From Ii. M. S. HIGHLANDER

5. From H.M.C.S. WETA3KX7IN.
SILVERCEDAR sank in three minutes at 0630/15

latter 3 leaving daylight to-morrow, 

7. From H.M.S. HIGHLANDER.

T.0.0.

X3SD3S ISON
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

18.10.1941.
Saturday.

Ships Attacked. Contd.
Your 1114Z/17. Is any escort vessel standing 
by RYM?
(C. inC.W.A., 0546A/18, to VERONICA.)
Your 0546. BADDECK arrived as I left and I 
told him ship was abandoned. I had crew and 
was proceeding to rejoin. Weather report. 
(VERONICA, 0631Z/18, to C. in C.W.A.)

S.C.48. Did BOLD VENTURE sail in this convoy? 
(D.T.D. 1106A/18 to N.C.S.O. Sydney C.B.)
Your 1106A/18. Yes.
(N.O.I.C. Sydney, 1558Z/18.)
Bailed R0XB0R0UGH, WELLARD, FRISKY and ASSURANCE. 
N.O.I.C. Londonderry 1358A/18.)
Position of BROADWATER at 1129 today 57°01'N., 
18°42* W., ANGIE and CAPE WARWICK, standing by. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1607A/18 to FRISKY,ASSURANCE. 
FRISKY, ASSURANCE and WELLARD are to return to 
Lough Foyle and remain at short notice on arrival 
R0XB0R0UGH is to proceed to Iceland.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1709A/18 to ships named.)

Russian steamer ARGUN is reported as torpedoed 
today in approx., 090° Gorodetski 5 miles. 
Admty., pass to S.B.N.O. North Russia. 
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1800C/18 to Admty.)

Submarines Reported.
Following intercept by Humber Radio at 0024 GM.T. 
on 500 kc/s strength 3 (begins) - D.C.41 D.R. 
Submarine steering N.E. crossed stern 0020(ends.) 
(F.O. Humber, 0139A/18, to Admty. , C.inC.Nore.) 
Also received from Land's End. (C. in C. 
Plymouth, 1005/18 to Admty.)

Capt. S.l, 1551B/18.(See Mediterranean.)

Submarine estimate 18/10. 
(U.S.C.N.O., 2350Z/18.)

Submarines Attacked.
CARNATION attacked S/m 35.48N.,6.56W.,Lost con
tact. (ROCHESTER, 0330A/18,to F.O.C.N.A.)My 0330 
have swept 7 miles east of position. Resuming 
westerly course.ROCHESTER,0500A/18,to F.O.C.N.A.)

At 1521Z/17. (HIGHLANDER, 1130Z/18.) 
See ships attacked.
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Home Commands.
SUFFOLK, IMPULSIVE and ESCAPADE sailed from 
Archangel today to carry out an operation in 
Svaerholthavet on the night 21/22 October, 
then to U.K.

HARRIER, BRITOMART, SALAMANDER and HALCYON on 
their way home from Archangel visited Spitsbergen 
p.m./today and found that a German airborne 
meteorological party had arrived at Longyearby. 
Captured orders indicate that their object was 
to establish a W/T Station. Work had not 
started, however. The Germans, who apparently 
arrived today, escaped by aircraft, but some 
of their equipment was seized.

British Air Operations.
Bomber Command carried out no operations last 
night on account of bad weather.

In view of the present naval strategic situation 
it is most important that every effort be made 
to continue the immobilization of the enemy 
heavy ships in Brest.

Mining.
Several mines were detonated today in the Thames 
Estuary.
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North Atlantic.
Force E. (RODNEY, ARK ROYAL and HERMIONE) 
escorted by 7 destroyers returned to Gibraltar 
this evening.

South Atlantic.
As there does not now appear to be any U-Boat 
activity off South America south of the 
Equator C. in C. S.A. wishes to recall LAVENDER 
and BERGAMOT and use them or their equivalent 
to form part of a hunting group to search 
St. Pauls Rocks area, where there are indications 
of U-Boat supply ships.

Mediterranean.
AURORA and PENELOPE left Gibraltar a.m. today 
for Malta and to join the Mediterranean Fleet, 
accompanied by LANGE and LIVELY.

A few bombs were dropped on Malta last night. 
No naval damage is reported.

The formation of a Directorate of Opposed 
Landings is approved.

6 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi harbour last 
night.
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U-Boat Campaign.
INVERT,KB British Tanker INVERLEE escorted by LADY HOGARTH
sunk. and STELLA CARINA was torpedoed and sunk at 0200

today about 15 miles west of Cape Spartel. 
F.O.C.N.A. reports that the use of territorial 
waters by independently routed ships is limited 
by French reaction to any ship within 20 miles 
of their coast, and it also is extremely probable 
that Territorial waters are used by U-boats 
when charging batteries, who would not hesitate 
to attack.

BARON KELVIN S.S. BARON KELVIN on passage from Lisbon to 
sunk. Gibraltar was torpedoed and sunk near Cape

Trafalgar about 0900 today.

U .S.S. American ship LEHIGH is reported to have been
LEHIGH sunk. torpedoed without warning at 0900 today in 8°

26’ N. 14° 37' W. She was in ballast from 
Arica to Takoradi for ore. Some men were wounded; 
the whole crew was picked up.

Caribbean. With reference to the recent reports of U-boats
in the Caribbean the Adty. state that at present 
there is no evidence of any U-boats.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
A.L. M/L.D. 02795/41 of 10/10. If you concur 
it is proposed to terminate the post of R.N.O. 
Aberystwyth.
Terminating date proposed is 1/11.
(D. of L.D. 1917/19 to C. in C.VV.A.)

Co-operation with Russia.
Your 12^7/18. Concur. (C. in C. H.F.0009A/19 
to Admty.)
Your 1248A/18. Arrangements can not be made 
at present. It is hoped to obtain additional 
high frequency receivers from 151 Wing R.A.F. 
which will enable G.A. routine to be read. Furth 
signals will be made when this set is installed.
(2) It is assumed that G.A. routines are as 
laid down in A.F.O. S.l/41 Part 3 Table 2 Line 10. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1519C/19 to Adty.) 
Archangel communication situation is as follows. 
Details. (S.B.N.O. Archangel 15010/19 to Ad. 
Miles) See Lion Copy. ..

Movements.
0.14 and MINERVE left Lerwick proceeding in 
accordance with S nine 1825/14 and lp21A/l6. 
(A.C.O.S. 0803/18).
0.14 and MINERVE escorted by LOCH MONTEITH left 
Lerwick for 061° pO' N. 000®, then parting 
company and proceeding unescorted to Patrol areas. 
(A.C.O.S. 0805A/19).

When relieved by BEDOUIN and PUNJABI, LAFOREY, 
LIGHTNING proceed to R/V with MALAYA off Hoxa 
and provide escort to Clyde. It is anticipated 
MALAYA will pass Hoxa about 0900/20.
(R.A.D.H.F. 1042A/19).

(1) Intend to sail MURAT REIS escorted by 
LA CAPRICIEUSE at 1800A/22 routed North Isle
of Man for Barrow. E.T.A. Lightning Knoll Buoy 
1200A/23.
(2) Thence LA CAPRICIEUSE to R/V with H.31 at 
0730A/25 in 180° Lizard Head 5 miles and escort 
her to Rothesay. E.T.A. 0700A/27.
(4) N.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to arrange 
fighter co-operation. (Capt. S.3. 1131A/19).

/PETUNIA
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M E S S A G E
FROM:- S.B.N.C* Archangel DATE:- 19.10*41,

RE0D:- 2009

INTERDEPARTMENTAL CYPHER ORE TIME TABLE BY W/T AND T/P
correction Ato recirculat:

ADDRESSED:- Admiral M iles repeated Adm iralty S.B ,N ,0,

(1) Archangel communication s itu a tion  is  as fo llo w s .

(a) Naval communication as in my 1245C/16 amended by my 
1250C/19 communication to Murmansk~aYso esta b lish ed . 
Communication between my o f f i c e  and Archangel '•!/T sta tion  
at present u n sa tis fa ctory  and u n lik e ly  to improve.
Consider i t  necessary to keep one Minesweeper at Archangel 
as Y//T lin k  when cru ise r  i s  anchored down river*

(b ) M I 6 se t is  in s ta lle d  in  my o f f ic e *

( c )  R.A.F. so t moving to  my o f f i c e  sh ortly  when o f f i c e r s  
move out to  now ( ? accommodation)*

(2 ) Recommendations*

(a ) Type 65 with appropriate cry s ta ls  and complete 
rece iv er  f o r  reception  o f  (?16) KC/S to  be supplied from 
home and in s ta lle d  in my o f f i c e ,  3 ( ? te leg ra p h ists )
at present hero to operato instead o f  Archangel W/T s ta tio n .

(b ) M I  6 se t to  remain with one operator f o r  communication 
with m ission and War O ff ic e ,

(o )  R -.A .F .station to  c lo se  down when type 65 arrives* 2
above so ts  l e f t  ava ilable  can make adequate p rov ision  fo r  
R.A.P*. t r a f f i c  in clud ing  a rr iv a l and departure o f  a ir c ra ft*

(3 ) I f  approved suggest cypher s ta f f  should con s is t o f  
P i lo t  O ffic e r  B 1 2 cypher sergeants and one naval "cypher 
o f f i c e r  la t t o r  to  be sent from your headquarters "or 'homo.'''

(4 )  _ C olonel Exham and Group Captain Bird concur.

L5), Adm iralty pass, to  Admiral M iles and 3.B.N.O. North Russia.

* Message being passed to  S.B.N.O. North Russia, but not to 
Admiral M ilos* . .

North Russia

1301C/19

1st Lord

o.l,c*(&).
D .S.D .9,
D .P .S*(2)

Admiral Herman Hodge.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements-Contd.
PETUNIA. If PETUNIA is delayed at Julianehaab request 

that arrangements may he made to fuel from American Oiler believed due Tunugdliarrig about 23/10. Copy of this signal has been passed in 
Anglo American Cypher to Senior U.S. Naval 
Officer IVTGTUT repeated U.S. ship NORTH STAR 
now at Tunugdliarrig. (PETUNIA 10p7Z/l9 to 
A.C.I.C.)A.C.I.C. 0946/18. Request PETUNIA may be 
ordered to proceed to Iceland unless tugs are 
exoected at Julianehaab shortly.
(C. in C. W.A. 1237A/19 to C.C.N.F.).I. .. A /X

--r SUFFOLK.
NORMAN.

For operation and U.K. at 16000/19 sailed SUFFOLK, IMPULSIVE, ESCAPADE without T.U.C. 
delegates of whom no further news. (? E.T.A.) 
Scaoa P.M./25. NORMAN arrived. 1430C.
(SUFFOLK 1301Z/19) (NORMAN 15000/19).

VICTORIOUS.
LAFORSY.
LIGHTNING.

My 1148A/18/10 sailed. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock lp48A/l9).

MALINES. My position is observed as 50° 20' N. 20° 46* W. 
Have done utmost unsuccessfully to R/V with O.S.9. Fuel capacity critical. Proceeding direct 
at economical speed 9 knots. If adverse 
weather continues, outlook poor. (MALINES 
1400A/19).

4th M/S Flotilla.
Your 1805/18. Concur. I attach great importance 
to operations of this force not being reported 
by enemy aircraft. (C. in C. H. F. 1409A/19 
to A.C.O.S.)Request ships of 4th M.S.F. may be sailed direct 
to Thorshavn Faroes to join British Ports 
as they become available and not to Scapa. 
(A.C.O.S. 2318A/19 to N.O.I.C. Humber).

s TIGRIS. TIGRIS sails from Polyarno 0930C/20 routed 
as follows to R/V with BREDA at 0800A/26 in 
61° N. 3° 30' W. for onward escort Holy Loch. Estimate TIGRIS will be west of 25° E. by 0001/22 
and she has been warned of your operation. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 14310/19 to SUFFOLK).

/CURAGOA
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GURAGOA.

VERITY. 
BEVERLEY, 
BADSWORTH. 
tINDOMITABLE)

Saviet.
S/M D.5.
Patrol
Report,
1 Tanker 
and 5 M,Vts 
claimed 
s~unk.

Spitsbergen.

m

HOME COMMANDS.

19.10.1941.
Sunday.

Movements-Gontd,

2 A/P Trawlers are patrolling astern of you 
up to 32 Buoy tonight.
Expect 2 (joining ?) from abeam. (?Aberdeen). 
(C. in G. Rosyth 1949/19 to CURACOA).

VERITY, BEVERLEY, BADSV/ORTH remain with INDOMIT 
-to prudent limit of endurance. Cancel R/V with 
MENESTHEUS. (C. in G. W.A. 1955A/19 to 
INDOMITABLE).

Operations.

Soviet S/M D.3 arrived 17/10 from patrol off 
Tana Fjord with claim to have sunk 4 ships as 
follows
(a) 26/9, unescorted eastbound vessel 1,500 to 
2,000 tons. One hit. 3 torpedoes fired.
(b) 27/9, unescorted 1,500 tons tanker westbound. 
One hit. Two torpedoes fired.
(c) pO/9, unescorted (? small) vessel 2,000 tons. 
One hi t o  torpedoes fired.
(d) 1430/11 in 70° 47' N. 29° 47' E. fired one 
torpedo at one vessel eastbound estimated 6,000 
tons escort one destroyer or large trawler. No 
evidence to establish claim to have sunk. 
Escorted convoys sighted eastbound 1512/30/9 
and 1330/14 and heavily escorted passenger liner 
westbound 1200/1.
(Two) D.3 is 1st Soviet submarine to have used 
British salvo firing and time interval methods. 
(Three) Consider vessel attacked in (d) may be 
remainder of convoy attacked by TIGRIS at 
0800/11/10, vide my 1041C/16. (S.B.N.O. North
Russia 10413/19).

Your 1342A/14. Germans had occupied Longyearby, 
and have now retired to aerodrome. Have captured 
some equipment.
Am endeavouring to prevent escape of Germans 
by air without much success.
Am remaining until dark when I must leave owing 
to insufficient fuel. (HARRIER 1545B/19 to 
G. in G. H.F.)
My 1545B/19. All Germans now appear to have 
escaped by plane. Am proceeding Seidis Fiord 
with BRITOMART. Germans apparently arrived 
today. From captured orders object was to 
establish W/T station. Work had not started.
No trace of occupation at Barentsburg. (HARRIER 
1725B/19)
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HOME COMMANDS.

Patrols.
British Air Activity.
PRU of Bergen - Horten - Stavanger and "Stab" 
in operation. (0. in 0. Rosyth 1145/19).
,tHornli" in operation. (G. in G. Rosyth 1531/19)

Brest. X. 587. 19/10. Confirming telephone conversation 
today S.A.S.O. and D.C.A.S. In view of present 
Naval strategic situation it is most important 
that every effort he made to continue the 
immobilization of enemy heavy ships in Brest. 
Request you take advantage of all suitable weather 
to attack these ships. Considered that surprise 
concentrated night attacks by say twelve heavy 
aircraft employing large number of flares in 
conditions of clear visibility even in non-moon 
periods might overcome difficulties of smoke 
screening experienced. (Air Ministry 1200/19 
to Bomber Command).

Bombing
operations*

Day 18th Oct. and night 18/19. No operations 
took place owing to unsuitable weather. 
(H.Q.B.C. 1300/19).

Faroes. Numerous reports of unidentified aircraft have 
been received from Coast Watchers today. Reports 
indicate some friendly and some enemy aircraft.
No hostile act reported.
In order to minimize interference with sailing 
ships and with work being carried out request 
Imay be informed when our own aircraft patrols 
are in the vicinity.
Admiralty 1907/16 and 1805/19 from A.C.O.S. 
indicate probable concentration of shipping in 
Faroes on 21/10. Request fighter protection 
accordingly. (N.O.I.C. Faroes 2250A/19 
to A.C.O.S.)

Operation
H.G.

Mining.
My 0948/18. Operation H.G. postponed a further 
24 hours on account of weather. (C. in C. Ply
mouth 1026/19).

Harwich. At 1225/19 one Green Mine detonated by Sweeper. 
Details. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 1756A/19)

Sweep off 
Portland.

Intend to sail M/S Trawlers HOY and MULL in 
accordance with your 1520A/19, leaving 
Portland at 0800/20.
Sweepers will carry out search of channels east 
of VZ 3294 and R/V with P.W. 53 at 1330/20 
at No. 1 Buoy, afterwards sweeping ahead of 
convoy and returning to Portland before dark.

/Request
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451
19.10.1941. Sunday._____

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining,
Request fighter protection be arranged to R/V 
position and after leaving convoy.
(F.O.I.G. Portland 1917A/19 to C. in G. Ports
mouth) .

Following four mines detonated today by Sweepers. 
Details. (F.O. Humber 1957A/19).

Enemy Intelligence.
U-boats on oassage may cross your track in either 
direction. (D.D.I.C. 1055A/19 to L.27).

Gasualties and Defects.
My 2320/18. Considered ship is not salvable. 
FRISKY is standing by. (N.O.I.C. Londonderry 
0120A/19, 1826A/19).
My 0120A/19. ASSURANCE apparently badly holed 
and half flooded 2 hours after low water lying 
on her side on rock ledge. G.B.S. and other 
valuable equipment removed to FRISKY. , 
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 0435A/19).

Will require cleaning 4 boilers on return to 
Scapa. (SUFFOLK 1303Z/19).

PALOMARES was in collision yesterday with 
S.S. SILVER COAST in Victoria Channel. Tempor
ary repairs in hand will be completed p.m./22nd. 
Ship will then be seaworthy, but without port 
anchor. (F.O.I.C. Belfast 1701A/19).

EMPIRE GROVE Ex. P.W. 51 ashore near Long 
Peak p miles South Hartland Point. Crew safe. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 1714/19).

Beached in 241° 7 cables from Garrison Point 
after collision with-Sv»£ TARON. Inspection 
at 1700 today shows extensive damage." Details. 
Propose to embark 6 inch motor pump at 0700 
tomorrow in attempt to refloat in midday high 
water and berth at Rochester to discharge cargo. 
(A.S.O. Sheerness 1825/19).

/PUNJABI
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Casualties and Defects-Contd.
PUNJABI. My 1600A/18/9. Request detailed instructions

of work required in destroyers for service in 
the Arctic my he forwarded to A.S. Rosyth so 
that work can he completed in PUNJABI during 
forthcoming refit. (R.A.D. 1905A/19 to Admty.)

Shipping and Convoys.
S.L.89. Your -20072/18. No local escort available.

(C. in C. W.A, 0946A/19 to Escorts S.L.89).

DURBAN
OASTLS. My 1052A/18. Sailed 1026 unescorted. E.T.A. 

Clyde 0200A/20. (P.O.I.C. Liverpool 1120A/19).

SCOTTISH Your 17w2Z/9 and my 0006/14. Oiler SCOTTISH
AMERICAN. AMERICAN escorted by ELM and WINDERMERE arrive 

Seidis Fiord A.k. 21st. (A.C.I.C. 1155/19
to C. in C. H.F.).

O.T.5.
EMPIRE
CONDOR.

EMPIRE,
CURLEW.

Your 19w5R/l8. C.T.5 loading arrangements
necessitate sailing date should remain 30/10 
and R A  at M.O.M.P. 2/11.
2. In order to utilise same U.S. escort, first 
6 ships of "cargo" should he sailed to conform 
to this arrangement by route already suggested.
3. Route and M.O.M.P, for C.T.5 will he suggested 
4. EMPIRE CONDOR and EMPIRE CURLEW should he
sailed to Halifax, loaded to arrive in time to 
sail for U.K: with destroyer escort not later
than 4/ 11.
5. Please confim that these arrangements are 
suitable. (A.C.N.S. H. 1248A/19 to B.A.D. 
Washington).

W.P.M.53.

P.Q.5.

No M/V's sailed owing to weather. Escorts as 
in my 1128A/18 have sailed to R/V. (N.C.S.O. 
Milford Haven 1304A/19).

A.M. 1345/18 para. 1. Add S.S. SAN AMBR03I0. 
(D.O.D.'H, 1523A/19).

Ships for 
St.
Lawrence.

All ships sailing for Gulf of St. Lawrence 
after 31/10 should he routed to Sydney (CB) for 
orders. (D.T.D. 1725A/19).

/f .s . 23....
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Shipping and Gonvoys-Gontd,
F.S.t>25. QUAYSIDERnot arrived. (N.C.S.O. Harwich

1740/19).

Q.p.2. Intend sailing Q.P.2 on first or second November.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 18000/19).

F.S. No. 524. Is not to arrive Sunk Buoy before 0900/20 and 
is to remain astern of sweepers. Great care 
is to be taken to avoid wrecks between B.5* 
and B.7 Buoy. (C. in G. Nore 2133A/19 to 
WINCHESTER).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

454

North Atlantic.
Arrivals after dark 18/10 AURORA, PENELOPE. Dep., 
A.M./19 AURORA, PENELOPE, LANGE, LIVELY. 
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0658A/19 to Admty).

Arrived Vigo 1400/19.
(Consul, Vigo, 1427/19 to 3.0.(I) Gibraltar) 
BESSEL left Ferrol 19/10 for Vigo.
(Guyatt Coruna, 2345/19 to D.N. I. )

Assume N. Z. 5 and N. Z. 6 patrol. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1804A/19 to KARON)

Your 1441/(N.T. in W.D. ) Assume Force N. 
continue remain N . , of 036° N . , tonight and 
E. Cape Trafalgar. Request information whether 
X  and L patrols are being manned. Intend 
sweeping out Cabezos Passage occasionally after 
dark. (LAMERTON, 1817A/19 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Arrival ROONEY, ARK ROYAL, HERMIONE, COSSACK,
SIKH, ZULU, F0RE3TER, FORESIGHT, FURY, LEGION. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1840A/19 to Admty).
Your 1128/18.
A. On account of volume of other traffic in the 
Straits consider it undesirable convoys form 
up at night.
B. Close proximity of commerical anchorage 
to Spanish territory where it is known that 
there are enemy agents precludes sailings of 
convoys from being kept secret whether they 
sail by day or by night.
C. Varying times of sailing during daytime 
may in some measure affect enemy intelligence, 
but in view of B. this is not considered important. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1924A/19 to C. in C. Y/.A.)

P.C. and S. at 2000A/19 040° 32' 002° 39’ E . ,
231° 14 knot3. Good lose. Very little shipping 
sighted. One unsuccessful attack report blank. 
E.T.A., 0800A/21. (0.24., 2015A/19 to F.O.C.N.A.)

For British Consul, Ponta Delgada. Corvettes 
FREESIA and VERBENA expect to arrive Ponta 
Delgada 3/11 and will each require approx.
140 tons of oil fuel. (F.0.I.C. Liverpool, 
2148A/L9 to N.C.S.O. Pont a Delgada).
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South Atlantic.

Force Q.. My 1307/16. Delete PRINCE BAUDOUIN.
PRINCE (C. in C. 3.A. , 0840N/19 to QUEEN EMMA)
b a u d c u i n .

DRAGON^ My 1957/16. (1943Z/16 intended) DRAGON will
TEVIOTCBAn K . ?(not) be ready to leave Simonstown before

Tuesday 21/10 at earliest* Request instructions 
whether TEVTOlCBANK is to remain at Durban to 
await DRAGON or proceed to Mauritius independently. 
(F. 0.1.C. Simonstown, 0953Z/19 to C. in C. E.I.)

AZALEA . 
SPIffiA.

AZALEA and 3PII&A are to proceed 1509/19 through 
position (a) O l V  45' N. , 019° 10* W. (b)
022° 30' N . , 017° 55’ W., (c) 030° 38’ N.,
011° 15’ W. (d) 033° 5 0 ’ N., 009° 2 0 ’ W . , thence 
to 61B, S. of A., 11 knots, E.T.A. Gibraltar 
A.M./26. (N.O. I.C. Bathurst, 1245N/19 to 
AZALEA, 3 P H$A.) >

WOODRUFF.
enemy
aliens.
from
DOMINE.

Corvette WOODRUFF E.T.A. Takoradi 22/10 with 
following Enemy Aliens on board. Request 
WOODRUFF be? met on arrival and further request 
that circumstances of these seizures may be 
investigated and facts reported to me in due 
course. (C. in C. S.A., 1249N/19 to Govr.
Gold Coast.)

Corvettes to 
be recalled 
from S. A. D.

As there does not now appear to by any U-boat 
activity off South America 3outh of the Equator 
it is desired to recall LAVENDER and BERGAMOT 
and use them or their equivalent to form part 
of a hunting group to search St. Pauls Rocks 
area where there are indications of U-boat 
supply ships.
(C. in C. S.A., 1321N/19 to Adraty) Reply: 1955/20.

DOMINE. C. in C. S.A. 1507/16. If enemy nationals in
Spanish DOMINE do not come within categories 
mentioned their baggage and that of the 2 French 
passengers should be examined for despatch or 
illegal mail, ref. my 1924/3, and the 2 Frenchmen 
are not to be removed.
(D.E.W.D. , 2055A/19 to H.M. Ships etc).

/ANTWERP
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

1 9 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 .
Sunday.

S ou th  A t l a n t i c .  -  C on td .

R equ est you w i l l  r o u t e  ANTWERP, MALINE3 and tu g  
BRIGAND th rou gh  p o s i t i o n s  (A ) 2 0 ° 0 0 ' N . ,
2 3 ° 2 0 ’ W. (B ) 17° 0 0 ' N . , 2 1 ° 1 0 ’ W. (C ) 9 ° 2 5 ’ N 
1 8 ° 2 0 ' W ., th en ce  t o  F reetow n .
N .O .I .G . L on d on d erry  0750A /15  r e f e r s .
(?C . in  C. 3 . A . ,  2057N /19 t o  N .G .S .O . P on ta  
D e lg a d a )

C. in  C. E. I .  0 4 0 0 /1 6  F .O . I .C .  S im on stow n 's  
1 7 0 3 /1 8 , P .3 . T. 0 . E g y p t ’ s 1 6 1 0 /1 9  and D. o f  3 .T .

. 1 2 4 3 /1 8 . D i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  h a n d lin g  AQUITANIA
a t C apetow n are  a p p r e c ia t e d .  In  v ie w , h ow ever, 
o f  g r e a t  im p ortan ce  o f  t r a n s p o r t in g  maximum 
number o f  t r o o p s  t o  M.E. a t  p r e s e n t  r e q u e s t  you 
w i l l  g iv e  fu r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  t h is  u rg e n t  
m a tte r . 2 . I f  t h i s  voyage ca n n o t  be a rra n ged  no 
o t h e r  em ploym ent f o r  AQUITANIA u n t i l  U .S . 14 
s a i l i n g  from  A u s t r a l ia  i n  Jan u ary .
3 . Owners c o n s id e r  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  to  handle 
s h ip  a t  C apetow n. I f  s o ,  she c o u ld  le a v e  
Capetown in  company w i t h  MAURETANIA m id-N ovem ber.
4 . P en d in g  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  AQUITANIA sh o u ld  
be s a i l e d  f o r  Colom bo in  a cco rd a n ce  w i t h  
P .S .T . 0 . E g y p t, 1610/L9.
(D .O .D . ( FJ2  245A/19 t o  C. in  C. E. I . , C. in  C.
5 .  A. e t c ) .

M e d ite rra n e a n .

A r r iv a l  1 8 th . (V a le n c ia ,  0 1 0 0 /1 9  t o  M. o f  W. T, )

R e f .  C. in  C. M . E . ' a  SD /13590 o f  1 3 /1 0 .
C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f  have a p p rov ed  fo r m a tio n  o f  
D ir e c t o r a t e  o f  O pposed L andings s u b je c t  to  
p r o v is o  th a t  p e r s o n n e l  r e q u ir e d  can  b e  made 
a v a i la b le  from  M.E. r e s o u r c e s .  R equ est w h eth er 
s u i t a b le  o f f i c e r s  a re  im m ed ia te ly  a v a i la b le  
on S t a t io n  f o r  th e s e  a p p o in tm e n ts , and i f  n o t  
what in c r e a s e  in  e s ta b lis h m e n t  i s  d e s i r e d .
( 1 s t  3 . L . , 1106A /19  t o  C, in  C. Med) R e p ly  1 2 3 3 /2 0 .

/ thorn,
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Cancel my 1901B/17. Remain area P. Further 
orders follow. (Capt. 8.1., 11153/19 to THORN)

PORPOISE leaves 035° 20' 014° 14’ p. m./20 direct 
to arrive 033° 35' 025° 00' dusk/24.
Proceed through 035° 51’ 015° 15’ 036° 00’ 014° 
53' to arrive Grand Harbour 0630 A/23.
(Capt. S.10, 1135A/19 to TETRARCH.)

My 1219B/18. Correct para. 3 to read:
Rear Adm. R.H.C. Hallifax will take over command 
of the Red Sea Area of the Station on 21/10 etc. 
(C. in C. Med., 1140B/19)

C. in C. E.I., 0744/18. This is most 
unsatisfactory. The tankers so far detailed for 
this service have either proved unsuitable or 
been reallocated to other services. Meanwhile 
MYRIEL and PETRELLA are employed in V/estern 
Desert. Port Sudan is severely rationing water 
although STAGPOOL is working there to full 
capacity. There is no water carrier for Suez 
or anchorages in Straits of Jubal.
(C. in C. Med., 1201B/19 to D. of S.T.)

Cof'TLOOorJ.
Departure 18th 00ETDAT0N-, French, Sete. 
(Barcelona, 1244/19 to M. of V/. T. )

URSULA attacked convoy at 0802A/18 in 035°.
25' N., 011° 39' E. Thought 2 ships sunk*
(Capt. S.10 1313A/19 to UPHOLDER, URGE. C-C.

2 .0 i r t i i  z fa  .

TALISMAN sails 1700B/20 and proceeds end of 
Searched Channel through (a) 032° 06' 028° 30'.
(b) 033° 00', 025° 00'. (c) ?032° ?058°.
022° 32' and thence as necessary for Patrol in 
area B south of 033° 20' N., between 021° 54' 
(?and) 022° 40' E. E.T.A. in Area (corrupt group) 
23/10. (Capt. 3.1., 1545B/19 to C. in C. Med).

/TRUANT,
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TRUANT.THORN.TRUSTY.

M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C on td .
O p e ra tio n  B .S . A ppendix  1 r e c r e a t i o n  p a t r o l  l i n e .  3 -  037° 3 0 ' N . , 019° 05* E. , -  090° -  12 -  000° -  20 . P o s i t i o n  (a )  037° 3 0 ' 019°0 5 ' -  C o n tro l  p o s i t i o n :  p o s i t i o n  (b )  TRUANT; p o s i t i o n  (c )  THORN.
P o s i t i o n s  a r e  t o  be ta k e n  up a s  f o l lo w s ,TRUANT a s  c o n v e n ie n t  p .m ./2 0 .  TRUSTY as e a r l y  a3 p o s s ib l e  on  2 1 s t .  On 2 0 th  THORN i s  to p a t r o l  in  v i c i n i t y  o f  036° 5 5 ’ 020° 30* u n t i l  d a rk  and th e n  p ro c e e d  p o s i t i o n  ( c ) .  Prom noon B /20 u n t i l  f u r t h e r  o rd e r s  no S /k  i s  t o  be a t t a c k e d .  3/M s. a r e  to  en d e av o u r t o  e s t a b l i s h  S .S .T . com m unica tions when s a f e  t o  do so .
(C a p t. 3 . 1 . ,  1731B /19 to  TRUANT, THORN, TRUSTY).

F re e  F re n c ha t  D j i b u t i . F u l ly  c o n c u r  w ith  C. in  C. E . I .  v iew  i n  p a r a . 2 o f  h i s  1 9 1 0 /1 7 . F re e  F re n ch  N av a l F o rc e s  on b a s e s  n e a r  D j i b u t i  w ould ca u se  m ost u n d e s i r a b le  c o m p l ic a t io n s .  R ef. p a r a .  4 ,  I  sh o u ld  welcome th e  tu g s  a t  P o r t  Sudan as  t h i s  w ould  a llo w  r e l i e f  o f  tu g s  from  th e r e  f o r  M e d ite r ra n e a n , w here su c h  c r a f t  a r e  a t  a prem ium . A l t e r n a t i v e l y  tu g s  c o u ld  be s e n t  b ack  ( ? D j ib u t i )  when we a r e  i n  p o s s e s s io n .(C. in  C. M ed., 1931B /1 9  to  A dm ty).

M alta  R a id .

ConvoyA tta c k e d .

N ig h t 1 8 /1 9  O ct. 9 bom bers a p p ro a c h e d , 2 c r o s s e d  i s l a n d .  Bombs i n  se a  and  on la n d .S l i g h t  damage to  c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r ty .  C i v i l i a n s5 k i l l e d  1 s e r i o u s l y  wounded and  1 s o l d i e r .  H u r r ic a n e s  up no i l l u m in a t io n s  o r  i n t e r c e p t i o n s .  N ig h t O c t. 1 8 /1 9 , 1937 h o u rs . S p e c ia l  W e ll in g to n  s e a r c h  s ig h t e d  convoy 85 m ile s  n o r th  w es t T r i p o l i  so u th b o u n d  8 k n o ts .  D ropped f l a r e s  f o r6 S w o rd f ish  a t t a c k  2005 h o u rs . 1 r e tu r n e d  e n g in e  t r o u b l e .  Convoy 2 M/Vs 5 ,0 0 0  to n s  1 M/V 6 ,000  to n s  1 M/V 3 ,0 0 0  to n s  4 d e s t r o y e r s .  3 d i r e c t  to rp e d o  h i t s  1 M/V 6 ,0 0 0  to n s  s to p p e d . 3 f i r e s  v i s i b l e  10 m i le s .  S econd M/V p ro b a b ly  dam aged, 
o p p o s i t io n  i n t e n s e .  (H. Q. M a lta , 2 2 3 3 /1 9 )

U/B One su b m arin e  034° 3 2 ' N .,  023° 1 4 ' E . , c o u rs e170° sp e ed  5 k n o ts  a t  0830A.
(C a p t. S .1 0  2255A/19 to  3/Ms on p a t r o l  e t c )

REGENT. Leave p a t r o l  and r e t u r n  t o  A le x a n d r ia  th ro u g h
fo l lo w in g  p o s i t i o n s  (X) 033° 3 2 ' 020° 2 4 ’ (Y)033° 3 2 ’ 024° 0 4 ' (Z) 031° 58* 028° 2 6 '.P a ss  th ro u g h  p o s i t i o n  (Y) a t  ab o u t 0400B /24 .
Leave p a t r o l  a s  n e c e s s a r y  on 22nd . A d ju s t  sp e e d  to  a r r i v e  A le x a n d r ia  s a n c tu a r y  0500B /26 .(C a p t. S . l . , 2311B /19 to  REGENT amended 1921B /20)
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East Indies.
N.O. for Chiefs of Staff, on advice of Foreign Secretary,
Tiflis have agreed not to pursue further the matter of
Mission. obtaining Russian sanction for attachment of a

Naval Officer to Tiflis Mission, as it is unlikely 
that Russians would agree under present circum
stances. (W.O., 1800/19 to C. in C. India.)

Guns for Your 1720/12. Arrangements now made to forward
M/Vs. 100.30 Savage Lewis equipments, for Aden Shuttle

Service. Small supplies of .30 Tracer have been 
arranged for Port Said and should be drawn upon 
until stocks permit of despatch to Aden and 
other ports abroad. Intended to distribute 
single mountings with gun shields to ports 
abroad . for permanently mounting any surplus 
guns of this type not required for shuttle service 
purposes. (D.T.D. 2044A/19 to C. in C. E.I.)

Kerguelen Your 1330/18. It is considered that one 8H
Operation. Cruiser should be employed in Kerguelen

Operation. She could always be recalled if the 
situation deteriorates. (A.C.N.S.(F) 2136A/19 
to C. in C. E.I.)

China.
HERMOD. Arrival 19/10. (Penang 0301Z/19 to M. of W.T.)
(German)

Allied 
Shipping 
ins trucTTons.

Your 0313Z/6 para (d). The fact that the 
information is given verbally and that it will 
not necessarily have been given to all allied 
masters may lead to uncertainty of correct 
action being taken by all ships at sea if the 
signal "Seek refuge port” is made in the near 
future. Request you will consider making a 
G.B.M.S. Message in the sense of para (b) (l) 
in addition to the signal mentioned above.
This should not give away too much information 
concerning merchant shipping movements but should 
ensure that all ships proceed clear of dangerous 
waters as early as possible.
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1813A/19 to C. in C. China)
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America and West Indies.
According to apparently reliable reports, the 
new Cabinet in Panama on 18/10 reversed the 
decision taken some time ago by the Cabinet 
of the former President Arias, and resolved 
to allow ships under the Panamanian registry 
to be armed. Of the 270 ships in Panama’s 
merchant marine, 82 - 70 of them being oil 
tankers - are owned by United States interests. 
(The Times, 20/10/41)

It is expected SURCOUF will complete working up 
practices at New London about 18/11. Request 
confirmation that she is to proceed to Bermuda. 
(B.A.R.M. 0858R/19 to C. inC. A.W.I.)

To leave Bermuda p.m./21 and proceed to Kingston, 
Jamaica, via Turks Island and Windward passage 
so as to arrive a.m./24. (C. in C. A.W.I. 0932Q/
19 to S.0. W. Indies Force)

A.M.1346A/7/10. Arrangements for refits of 10 
Canadian-manned R.N. corvettes. (D.O.D.(H) 
1101A/19 to B.A.R.M., C.C.N.F.) See Lion Copy.

C. in C. Y/.A. 1237A/19, being passed to you. 
Request appropriate action may be taken as I have 
insufficient knowledge of this movement to 
interfere. JAI.ES H. HUGHES and BARY/ICK are still 
at St. Anthony N.F. and will proceed Julianehhab 
when weather moderates.
(C.C.N.F. 1449A/19 to C.O.A.C. Halifax.)

My 0357Z/17. DIANTHUS sails St. Johns, New
foundland 20/10 to arrive Charleston p.m./26 
with similar arrival instructions as POLYANTHUS vide your 1534R/29/9.
(C.C.N.F. 1509Z/19 to B.A.R.M.)

N.S.H.Q’s 1340N/17. Following from S.D.Y. - 
SPIKENARD CY 599 being taken in hand at Liverpool, 
N.S. p.m./20. Anticipated time required to 
complete defects &c 5 to 6 weeks.
(C.O.A.C. Halifax 1715Z/19 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

/Supplies ...
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3. A* D. Va shinyton. 993
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Naval Cypher (X) Secret

Prom Admiralty,
A.M, 1346A/7/10. It is intended that on the 

conclusion of refit of DIANTHUS and C-LADIOLUS at Charleston 
their 'place should be taken by tv/o of the ten Canadian manned 
R. IT. corvettes of the Newfoundland Escort Force, Remainder 
of these ten corvettes would follow.
2. C.C.N.F. is requested to report names of the first 

pair to be detailed.
3. During these refits it is desired to carry out 
concurrently the extending of the after end of forecastle and 
modifications to bridges in accordance with A.P.0. "A” series 
043/41 item 173. Work also to be carried out on certain 

alterations and additions,
4. Drawing for all As and As approved for Flower class 
corvettes are being sent or have been sent to 3.A.R.M. •
5. A.M. 2324B/12/5 to B.A.R.M. only requests that time 
required for work should not exceed 8 weeks.
6. 3.A.R.M. and C.C.N.F, are requested to arrange dates 
for corvettes to be taken in hand and to issue sailing 
directions accordingly, keeping Admiralty informed,
7. A,M, 1346A/7/10 has been repeated to C.C.N.F. for 

information

XT.A. 1st S.L. (2)
1101A/19 

for D. O.D. (H)
1st Lord 
1st S.L. D.T.S.D
Controller 
Vice Controller 
V.C.N. S.

or O.D. 8.
IT. A. S,

3)
JJ. O  l O (J.J3» J-*
M.5G.(M.01544D/41)(3) 
J j .  I . ,  C .
S. in C*

Nav. Sec,
Ad.Bailey. 
Ad. Brock.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

19.10.1941.
Sunday.

America and Y/est Indies. - contd.
Your 1738R/14 and 2056R/16. The U-hoats men
tioned are not in Western Atlantic. There 
is at present no evidence of any U-hoats in 
the Caribbean. (D.N.I. 1923A/19 to S.O.I. 
Kingston, Jamaica.)

Your 1653/17. Propose HIGHLAND PRINCESS should 
proceed from New York to Halifax sailing thence 
about 24/10 with CHITRAL, WORCESTERSHIRE, AUSONIA 
and MONTCLARE to U.K. 2. If desired you may 
use her up to her full complement in accordance 
with A.M.1936A/25/9 only.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1939A/19 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

A.M.1655A/15. CHITRAL, WORCESTERSHIRE, AUSONIA, 
MONTCLARE and S.S. HIGHLAND PRINCESS should leave 
Halifax for U.K. on 24/10. 2. Ships will sail
in convoy at best speed to meet destroyer escort 
at M.O.M.P. 3. C. in C. A.W.I. is requested to 
arrange as requisite for A.M.Cs to proceed to 
Halifax. 4.C.O.A.C. Halifax is requested to 
sail ships to conform with route and R/V to be 
promulgated by Admiralty and to signal estimated 
S. of A. 5. C. in C. W.A. is requested to 
provide and sail A/S escort as necessary to meet 
convoy. (A.C.N.S.(H) 1944A/19 to C. in C. A.W.I., 
C.O.A.C. Halifax, C. in C. V/.A.

Australia and New Zealand.
Three-masted Schooner OISEAU DES ILES with crew 
has been requisitioned, armed and placed in 
service by Free French Naval Forces. Ship is 
commanded by Lieut. De Vaisseau Praud and will 
normally be stationed in French Oceania.
(High Commissioner France in Pacific 0535Z/19 
to Admty.)
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Ships Attacked.

INVERLEE torpedoed and sunk in approx. 270°. 
Spartel 15 at 0200 19. (F.O.C.N.A. 0410A/19)
British tanker 9158 tons, independent from 
Trinidad to Gibraltar. (D.S. 775, 19/10)
Daily Summary Ops 202 Sqdn. One Catalina A/S 
search West, 0700 to Dusk, sighted torpedoed 
tanker INVERLEE 0744. 35.97 N. 06.15 W. broken
in 2. Photographs taken of sinking.
1 Catalina A/S Hunt around INVERLEE, 1030 to 
Dusk. (200 Group 1835/19 to Air Min.)
My 1216A/ (Nt.in W.D) INVERLEE now reported 
sunk. BARON KELVIN on passage from Lisbon to 
Gibraltar torpedoed and sunk in vicinity of 
Cape Trafalgar at about 0900. Some survivors 
from both ships. Three destroyers, six corvettes 
one sloop hunting area.
(P.O.C.N.A. 1748A/19 to Admty)
BARON KELVIN, British, 3081 tons.

Ships in company MIMOSA, CAMROSE, E.T.A. 0030Z/20. 
Survivors, BOLD VENTURE 9 Officers 7 men;
BARFONN 3 Officers 19 men; ERVIKEN 2 men;
EVROS one man, ship sunk in 057° 00* N. 024°
30'W. Survivors on board MIMOSA. SILVERCEDAR 
23 men 3 Officers. ILA 5 men 2 Officers, ship 
sunk in 053° 54* N. 030° 10’ W. One cot case,
5 walking cases.
(WETASKIWIN, 1131Z/19 to A.C.I.C.)

Your 1800C/18. Please confirm if possible 
whether U.Boat or mine. Presume SUFFOLK 
informed.
(S.B.N.O. Murmansk 1559C/19 to S.B.N.O. 
Archangel) Reply: 1550/20.

Request following may be passed to C.C.N.F. 
through Opnav from C. in C. W.A. (Begins) - 
Request you will investigate reasons for apparent 
delay in DIANTHUS reporting that she and 
ACONITE were unable to proceed to assistance of 
VANCOUVER ISLAND in accordance with U.S.Chief 
Naval Operations 2345Z/15.
(C. in C. W.A. 2301A/19 to Admty.)
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1114 G.M .T.

Submarines R en orted .

By D/F a t 1114 G.M .T. U .B oat in  area 53° to  
53° 30 ’ N. 17° 30 ' W.
(D .D .I .C . 1529A /19)

1215 G.M .T. By D/P a t 1215 G.M .T. U -Boat in  51° N. 17° 30 ’ 
W. u n r e l ia b le  f i x .
(D .D .I .C . 1401A /19)

E stim ated  U/B d is p o s i t io n s .
(D .D .I .C . 1 4 4 3 A /1 9 .)

0200 U -B oats in  036° 0 5 ’ N. 006° 0 3 ’ W. a .m ./ l9  and 
035° 38 ' N. 006° 17 ' W. a t 0 2 00 /19 .
(F .O .C .U .A . 1555A /19 to  S .and  A . , U .A . S tn .)

1430C. B earin g  by D/F a t 1430C/19 U -B oats 069° 0 5 ' 041° 
30 ’ . Admty. pass to  SUFFOLK.
(S .B .N .O . Murmansk 1652C/19 to  Adm ty.)

1 8 /1 0 . Your 1811A /18. Plea&e s ta te  d a te s , p a r t ic u la r s ,  
natu re o f  sou rce  and g ra d in g  o f  the two U -boat 
r e p o r ts  r e fe r r e d  t o .
(D .N .I . 1704A /19 t o  C. In  C .W .A .)

Submarine s i t u a t io n  19th  O ct.
(U .S . C .N .O ., 2226Z /19)

B.Y A / g ,

Submarines A tta ck ed .

Am over enemy submarine in  4 7 .2 2  N. 8 .3 0  W.
(A /C  u sin g  c a l l  s ig n  Z7RU 1159 /19  to  19 Group) 
My 1157. Enemy Sub. was s ig h te d  on s u r fa c e  and 
then ob serv ed  to  submerge. When f i r s t  s ig h te d  
was on cou rse  250° speed 7 k n ots .
(A /C , Z7RU 1215 /19  t o  19 Group)
My 1157. Enemy Submarine has d iv e d . Have l o s t  
tou ch  w ith  Submarine l a s t  p o s i t io n  4 7 .2 2  N.
8 .3 0  W. ( A/tl Z7RU 1230 /19  t o  19 Group)

B Z .J W Q I . MALLOW a tta ck ed  a (? g o o d )  c o n ta c t  a t  2100A/19 
276 . S p a r te l 11 . She i s  rem ain ing in  the 
v i c i n i t y  t i l l  d a y lig h t .
(ROCHESTER, 2330A/19 to  F .O .C .N .A .)
P o s i t i o n  35 .48  N. . 6 .1 0  YY., 1 1 ’ W. o f  Cape 
S p a r te l. (D .S .7 7 6 )
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Home Commands.

Gale damage. A gale today caused some damage and delay to 
shipping. At Aultbea oiler WAR PATHAN was 
-damaged, drifter JESSIE TAIT was sunk, and 
6 other minor war vessels were damaged and 
put out of action. RICHMOND was damaged and 
-put into Londonderry. VICTORIOUS suffered some 
damage and the two destroyers with her had to 
heave to off Tiumpan Head and the carrier 
entered Scapa alone. LAPOREY arrived at 
Greenock with defects due to the gale which 
required dockyard assistance.

KING GEORGE V.- The recent operations in the Mediterranean 
cl a ss. showed that the KING GEORGE class is unsuitable

for personnel in hot climates. Evaporator 
power is inadequate for long periods at sea 
and there is every reason to expect failure of 
V.S.G. pumps for 14 inch turrets which is 
liable to have a serious effect on the 
efficiency of the main armament.

British Air Operations.

Bad weather last night restricted operations.

3 Hudsons of Coastal Command this afternoon 
successfully attacked a seaplane base in Thisted 
Bay, Denmark.

A Blenheim of Bomber Command secured a hit on a 
Flakship off Ijmuiden this afternoon.

Two Spitfires of Fighter Command gunned a Flakship 
this morning near Le Havre and left it sinking 
after an explosion.

Enemy Air Operations.

Norwegian steamer RASK is reported to have been 
borribed and sunk by 3 H.E.115s at 1930A/ta£ay-, 12 
miles S.E. of the Tuskar. f,(i
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Mining.
The Humber was closed at 2043A today, hut after 
being reopened it was closed again at 2350A on 
account bf minelaying.

Enemy aircraft were active over the Thames 
Estuary last night, and mines were apparently 
laid. Mines were detonated today.

Liverpool was closed on account of minelaying 
at 2321A today.

M.F.A. CORDELIA detonated an acoustic mine at 
1100 off Great Castle Head (Milford Haven) 
and was damaged.

North Atlantic.
HERMIONE sailed from Gibraltar to intercept a 
tanker, possibly German from Bordeaux which 
was sighted by a civil aircraft at 1057A today 
in 44° 7* N. 10° 7' W. steering 260°. Air 
R/C has been arranged for today and tomorrow.

Mediterranean.
TRUANT, THORN and TRUSTY are to carry out an 
operation off Zante.

C. in C. Med. reports that TORBAY, on a short 
patrol for a special mission bombarded 
Apollonia at 1800/15 and obtained several hits 
on a hangar before being driven off by a shore 
battery.

/All ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
All light forces are being employed in bom
bardments. Operation "Cultivate” , supply of 
Tobruk and A/S sweeps. A destroyer bombardment 
of Marsa Lukh last night was abandoned on account 
of HAVOCK grounding: She was escorted back to
Alexandria. GNAT bombarded enemy battery 
near Tobruk last night and on the previous night; 
shelling by the battery had recently been on an 
increased scale.

Libya and
Western
Desert.

17 Wellingtons bombed targets at Tripoli last 
night. A 3000 ton ship off Castello was set 
on fire. Fires were visible 150 miles.

3 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi harbour.

U-Boat Campaign.
BRITISH MARINER (Tanker) reported at 0400Z today 
that she was torpedoed in the engine room in 
7° 43’ N. 14° 20’ W.

C. in C. S.A. reports that at 1100/7 LAERTES 
rammed a possible U-boat in 6° 10’ S. 3° 23' W.

An aircraft reported a hit with a depth charge 
on a U-boat at 8 A.M. today, 120 miles W.S.W. of 
Cape Verde.
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Policy.
Your 1811/18. Admiralty General Message 664 A.Z.
(A.M.1918/6/7/40) states Government policy. 
Admiralty message 1648/13/7/40 to F.O.I.C.
Belfast is also "being passed to you.
(Adty. 1318A/20 to C. in C. W.A. )
Admiralty message 1648/13/7/40 to F.0.I.C.Belfast 
is passed to you for information. Begins 
’’Your telephone enquiry of 8th July concerning 
Admiralty General Message 664AZ. Eire Government 
are aware of the instructions, hut it is important 
that they should not he embarrassed hy these 
instructions becoming public or by their know
ledge of them being divulged to the Ulster 
Government.” Ends.
(Head of M. 1319A/20 to Cs in C. H.P., Plymouth, 
W.A., A.O.C. inC.C.C., and Air Ministry)

1. When new O.G. and H.G. cycle is in full 
operation 36th and 37th escort groups will be 
absent from base about 7 weeks and will spend 
about 19 days at Gibraltar. Recent experience 
has shown that it is essential that boilers should 
be cleaned both at Gibraltar and Home bases.
2. I shall be grateful if you will not use these 
ships for local duties except in emergency.
Request if possible boiler cleaning may be arrang
ed so that each group as a whole will have one 
week available for group exercises to include
A/S practices with a submarine.
(0. in C. W.A. 1722A/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Oo-operation with Russia
C. in 0. H.P. 1824A/18 and 1217A/17. Both 
matters receiving earnest consideration by Soviet 
Authorities.
2. Only forces at present available A/S patrols 
are 3 SHTORM Class destroyers and number of con
verted trawlers who patrol area and are based 
Iokanskie. At recent Moscow Conference 
believed Soviet requested U.S. Government for ten 
destroyers for these waters. Suggest for con
sideration laying of deep minefield from Kanin 
Nos in direction Svytoi Nos. C. in C. Northern 
Fleet concurs but has no mines available. Field 
should be laid before December when ice con
ditions will render laying impossible. Deep 
mines once laid would not be affected by ice 
conditions.
3. New landing ground now completed Ponoi and 
Fighter Aircraft from Archangel will shortly be 
stationed there and could then afford Fighter 
protection for arrival and departure of British 
Forces.
4. Recommend Q P Convoys should pass 66° 30' N.

/to ...
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W hite  Sea 
A p p ro ach es . 
A/S and aZa 
De f e n c e s . 
c o n td .

C o -o p e ra t io n  v fith  R u s s ia .

to  67° 30 ’ N. i n  d a rk  h o u rs  to  a v o id  p o s s ib le  
s ig h t  by  enemy a i r c r a f t .  A d m ira lty  p a s s  to  
C. i n  C. K .F . and N .C .S .O . A rc h a n g e l. 
(S .B .N .O . N o rth  R u s s ia  1 8 3 3 C /2 0 .)

M ovem ents.

Q.U0RN. Have b e e n  o rd e re d  to  r e t u r n  so u th . My p o s i t i o n
21 B Buoy, sp e e d  12 k n o ts .  R e q u e s t i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
(QUORN 0434A /20 to  C. i n  C. N o r e .)

LAFOREY
LIGHTNING.

LAFOREY and LIGHTNING have to rp e d o e s  and w arheads 
boxed  and stow ed  on d eck . I n  g a le  LIGHTNING 
l o s t  two to rp e d o e s  o v e rb o a rd . C o n s id e r  i t  
in a d v i s a b le  to  p ro c e e d  th ro u g h  P e n t la n d  P i r t h  
w ith  t h i s  deck c a rg o  i f  g a le  p e r s i s t s .  LAFOREY 
A/S s e t  o u t  o f  a c t io n .
(C a p t. D .19 0815 /20  to  R .A .D . H .P .)

A .F .D .1 4 . Your 1 7 5 5 /1 6 . S a i l i n g  p o s tp o n e d  u n t i l  w e a th e r
m o d e ra te s .
( P .O .I .C .  Tyne 0 9 1 3 /2 0 .)

HOLDBRNBSS. On p a r t i n g  company w ith  CUMBERLAND r e t u r n  to
S h e e rn e s s .
(C . i n  C. N ore 0 9 5 6 /2 0  to  H0LDSRN3SS.)

4 th  1:1/S . My 1 8 0 5 /1 8 . S a i l i n g  p o s tp o n e d  u n t i l  w e a th e r
F l o t i l l a .  m o d e ra te s .

(A .C .O .S . 1 0 4 9 /2 0 .)

MALAYA. S capa  d e p a r tu r e  MALAYA f o r  G reenock  e s c o r te d  by
> LAPOREY and LIGHTNING. E .T .A . 1 0 3 0 /2 1 .

. ... '  (A .C .O .S . 1059 /20 )

CASTLETON. CASTLETON p ro c e e d  G reenock  v /ith  S J J .1 4  and a w a it
MENESTHEUS. MENESTHEUS p ro b a b ly  a r r i v i n g  23. E s c o r t  h e r  t o

P o r t  Z A a f t e r  she h a s  d is c h a rg e d  c a rg o .
(R.A.M . 1147A /20. )

VICTORIOUS. 
-4 LAPOREY. 

LIGHTNING.

My 0 1 3 7 /2 0 . D e s t ro y e r s  hove to  o f f  Tiuntypan Head. 
VICTORIOUS E .T .A . 1445A.
(VICTORIOUS 1 1 5 1 /2 0 .)
Scapa a r r i v a l  VICTORIOUS.
(A .C .0 .S .1 7 S 5 A /2 0 .)

/BERWICK . . .
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BERWICK.

MAORI.

DULVERTON.

L. 27.

VERITY. 
BADSWORTH. 
BEVERLEY.

TENACITY.

GLADIOLUS.

ELECTRA.

20.10.1941.
Monday.

HOLE COMMANDS.

Movements - contd.
/ . N ’T  n~

Comply with my 1737/19 with all dates and times 
24 hours late.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1622/20 to BERY/ICK. )

My 2258A/15/8. On completion of refit request 
you will sail MAORI for Scapa for short working 
up period.
2. MAORI will "be required as part escort for 
W.S.12Z leaving Clyde about 7/11 subsequently 
joining Force H.
(D.O.D. H. 1735A/20 to C. in C. Nore.)

Will he required as part escort for W.S.12 Z 
leaving Clyde about 7/11 subsequently joining 
Mediterranean Fleet.
2. Request you will sail her for the Clyde 
accordingly.
(D.O.D. H. 1740A/20 to R.A.D. H.F.)

S/M L.27 submerged by day, surface by night, is 
approaching 050® N. 020° W. thence to 048° N. 022° W.
(C. in*C. W.A. 1754A/20.)

On completion of escort duty proceed to 
Londonderry.
(C. in C. W.A. 1758A/20 to VERITY, etc.)

Intend sailing TENACITY at 0700A/21 for Stornoway 
to embark (corrupt group) E.T.A. 1900. Request 
you sail TENACITY in time to R/V O.N. in 058°
50T N. 006° 07’ W. at 1S00A/22.
(N.O.I.C. Oban 1341A/20)

Report P.C. and S.
(C. in C. W.A. 2018a/ 20 to GLADIOLUS.)

Cancel ray 1120A/20 para 2. Request ELECTRA may 
be sailed for Scapa as soon as possible. 
(R.A.D. H.F. 2209A/20.)
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Operations.
OperationH.G. My 1026/19. Operation H.G. postponed a further 24 hours.

(C. in C. Plymouth 0950/20)

MARSDALEPatrol. MARSDA1E to patrol E.Z.one, F.Z.one, until 2000A/28. Thence to H.X.3. E.T.A. on patrol A.M.24th.
(S.O.W.P. 1510A/20)

Kola
Peninsula.
A/S Searches.

After sweeping SUFFOLK out, minesweepers carried 
out A/S search off Gorodetski last night and 
this will he repeated tonight. NORMAN sails 
tomorrow to carry out similar night searches 
returning Wednesday. No signs of T.U.C. 
delegates yet. Admiralty pass to C. in C.H.F. and S.B.N.O. North Russia.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 1942C/20 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

British Air Activity.
Operation’’Rover” Carry out operation ’’Rover” tonight with three A/C of 407 Squadron between Texel and Borkum. 

First two patrols at discretion of station 
Commander. Last patrol to he on Datum between 0230 and 0530.
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham 1125/20)
6 A/C of 500 Squadron are to stand by tonight, 
to take off if favourable information is received from A/C of 407 Squadron on ROVER. Attack to be carried out at first daylight or 
later if cloud cover permits.
(Chatham A.C.H.Q. 1135/20.)

Operation
’’Nomad”. Carry out operation ’’Nomad” tonight with two A/C 

of 59 Sqdn. between Walcheren and Texel. (A.C.H.Q. Chatham 1145/20.)

Camouflage 
Trial at 
Worthy Down.

Subject to your concurrence it is intended to carry out a camouflage trial of Scorpions at Worthy Down in the near future for the 
information of the Defence of Aerodromes Committee2. The following procedure for the trial is desired. Details.
3. Request you arrange for concentrating 10 
Scorpions at Worthy Down by transferring as necessary from Lee-on-Solent.
(D. of L.D. 1843A/20 to RANAS)
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S.S. RASfc 
sunk.

Spitzbergen.

Operation
S.N.24C.

Thames
Estuary.

CORDELIA 
(British 
Tanker 
8190 Tons) 
damaged.

MOST SECRET. 47 i

HOME COMMANDS.

20.10.1941.
Monday.

Enemy Air Activity.
Hf\SKNorwegian steamer probably M N a  reported bombed 

night 19/20 when 6 miles South of Tuskar.
Ship sunk. 3 dead, remainder of crew saved by 
WALLACE ROSE.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1434A/20)

Information from Russian Sources graded B one 
indicates that JU 52 aircraft recently landed at 
Spitzbergen with equipment and personnel for short 
wave DP station. Plights made from Banak on 
October 8th, 11th, 14th and 18th returning from 
Spitzbergen on following days.
(D.D.I.C. 1633A/20)

Mining
Intend to carry out as follows with PORT QUEBEC 
and NEWARK on 22/10. Details. (R.A.M. 0934A/20) See Lion Copy.

One S.A. Mine detonated at 1221/19 as follows. 
Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 0955/20)
ARISTOCRAT reports that at 1129/20 when 2 cables 
S.E. of J. buoy a mine exploded 002° 2 miles 
approx, from ship. No ships in vicinity.
(X.D.O. Sheerness 1232A/20)
At 1000/20 one Ground Mine exploded in 51° 44'
54" N. 1° 24’ 54” E. Details.
(WINCHESTER 1500/20)
At 1927/17 one S.A. Mine detonated as follows. 
Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 1601/20)
Enemy planes were active over the Thames Estuary 
during the night 19/20 from 1920 to 2050. 
Explosions which appeared to be premature mines 
occurred as follows 1940 two on Shingles Shoal, 
1944 two near entrance to Colne River, 1948 two 
on Maplin Sands. Aircraft at times flew below 
cloud level when over convoy, and were very 
heavily engaged by all ships.
(S.O. T.L.D.P. 1759/20)

Received 1004 G.M.T. de CORDELIA. Begins. 
CORDELIA S.13 mined. Send tugs. Anchored 
outside Milford Haven, ends.
(Burnham Radio 1104/20)
Acoustic Mine detonated by M.P.A. CORDELIA 
at 1100 in position 141°. Great Castlehead low 
light 6.3 cables.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1835/20)

/Clyde ...
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Prom R.A.M.

M E S S A G E  09314A/20 October IN

Data 20/10A1 
Reod. 1314

NAVAL CYPHER Al BY T/P_,,

Addressed Admiralty, C* in C. Rosyth, Group 18, Repeated 
A.C.O.S., C. in C. Home Fleet, C. in C. Western Approaches, 

C.I.C, , N.O.I,C. Stornoway,. F.O.S. , H.M.S. PORT QUEBEC,
H.M.S. NEWARK, /dr Ministry/, H.Q.C.G. , H.Q.P.C,

important

'intend to carry out operation S.N. 2k C as follows 
(a) deep minefield (d) H.M, Ships PORT QUEBEC, NEWARK 
(e) air anti-submarine escort is requested from first 
light until about 1100 October 22 when Southward Butt of 
Lewis (r) from 058 degs. 35* 00“ North 006 degs. U6* 1+8" 
West through 058 degs. 31’ 12“ North 006 53’ 06" West and 
053 degs. 35* 2k" North 007 degs. 02* k2" West - 058 degs. 
31* 36" North 007 degs. 09* 00" West 
(g) 2230 October 21
(j) through 058 degs. 2k* North 005 degs. k5* West 
(K) 13 knots
(1) 06ij.0 October 22
(n) direct
(o) and (p) Port Z A 1700 October 22 
(q) None
(w) 16, 3 miles 10 knots
(x) Mark 19AIX set to 80 120 and 160 feet in rotation
(y) Sak units combined depth to form a standard line 
(3 ) as for single line ship in Area B.

0 9 3 W 2 0
Advance copy D.C. , D.O.D.(H), D.D.O.D. (M)

V. C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H)
N. A. 1st S.L,
15,0.D. (H)
D.D.O.D.(H)
D.D.O.D. (M)
D.C.(2)
D.D.I.C.
D.A./S.W.
D. of ?.(2)
Hd. of M.I . ? . ( 2 )
W. D.
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Off Ventnor.
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Liverpool.

Northern
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South Ship- 
wash Buoy.
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HOME COMMANDS.

20.10.1941
Monday.

Mining - contd.
An explosion almost certainly a mine occurred 
at 0600 this morning in about 55° 56.7’ N.
4° 39.8’ W. A few windows on shore were 
broken. During the night there was a full gale. 
(Comm. M/S Greenock 1635/20)

One drifting German mine type T. sunk in 50° 
36’ 54” N. 01° 01' W. Weather made recovery 
impossible.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1735A/20)

A German conical float type 2 has been washed 
ashore at Druid Stone Sands, St. Bride’s Bay. 
It showed signs of having been in water a 
considerable time.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1836/20)

Humber closed to navigation. Minelaying. 
(F.O. Humber 2043A/20)
Cancel ray 2043A/20. (F.O. Humber 2216A/20)
My 2043A/20. Minelaying not suspected. 
(P.0. Humber 2248A/20)
Humber closed to navigation. Minelaying. 
(P.0. Humber 2350A/20)

Port of Liverpool closed due to minelaying. 
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool 2321A/20)

Enemy Intelligence.
My 1402A/15. Following enemy Naval Forces are 
now in North Norway: 4 German torpedo boats
JAGUAR class Torpedo Boats. 4 "M” class Mine 
Sweepers, about 4 U-Boats, ’’R" type Boat, ”E” 
type Boat, and Armed Trawlers.
(ii) Reported (B One) Junkers 52 aircraft from 
Banak landed equipment and personnel for short 
wave D/Fs at Spitsbergen on 8th, 11th, 14th, 18th 
October.
(C. in C. H.F. 1916A/20 to SUFFOLK)

Navigational.
South Shipwash Buoy. Light reported extinguished. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 0437A/20) (Hydrographer 0821A/20)

/Thames
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Thames 
Estuary. 
Proposed, 
new channel.

Signals.

VASSILMS A.
/ ?0MI3 j 
(Greek 5429 
tons.)

RICHMOND-

EMPIRE
WATERHEN.

(Broke down 
15/10)

JESSIE TAIT
(Drifter)
sunk.
BERKSHIRE. 
WAR PATH AN. 
Gate Vessel 
T.L.C.21sicutA';—  
DALE CASTLE. NANCY GLEN 
MAY II 
damaged".
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HOME COMMANDS.

20.10.1941.
Monday.

Navigational - contd.

Ref. Q.Z.H.882 and 883. It is considered 
desirable to alter the existing channel to 
avoid these wrecks. The following new channel 
is proposed. Details.
(C. in C. Nore 1604A/20)

Technical.

At 0001 G.M.T./l/ll recommence S.P. 02296K with 
November as first month on Home and K.A. Stations. 
(D.S.D. 1606A/20)

Casualties and Defects.
S O S  25 north east Tory Island. Helpless. 
(Liverpool W/T 0508/20)
Detach one destroyer to investigate and stand 
by. (C. in C. W.A. 0624A/20 to BULLDOG.)

Sustained following gale damage. E.T.A. London
derry 1430A/20.
(RICHMOND 1010A/20)

Arrived Rothesay Bay Tug MARAUDER towing EMPIRE 
WATERHEN. (P.O.I.C. Greenock 1115A/20)
The successful tow of EMPIRE WATERHEN to Rothesay 
in the present weather conditions is most 
creditable.
(E.O.I.C. Greenock 1117A/20 to MARAUDER)

Following is report of damage to H.M. ships during 
gale. Drifter JESSIE TAIT was in collision last 
night badly holed and has sunk. Salvage may be 
possible. Trawler BERKSHIRE grounded and Asdic 
gear damaged,now refloated. Oiler WAR PATHAN 
fouled and damaged in bows. Oiling serviceable. 
GATE vessel damaged and dragged moorings. T.L.C. 
21. Engines out of action. Yacht SECUTA super
structure and port side damaged P.C. DALE CASTLE 
strained and leaking. M.F.V. NANCY GLEN damaged 
stem. M.F.V. MAY II damaged stem. All the above 
except WAR PATHAN are out of action.
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 1437A/20)

/LAFOREY ...
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KING GEORGE V 
c I a s s .
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Coastal
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ALAUNIA.
ASCANIA.

Northbound-
CoastalConvoys.

20.10.1941.
Honda:/.

HOME COMMANDS.

Casualties and Defects - contd.
Machinery defect which can be dealt with by 
ships staff requires 12 hours in harbour. 
Other defects due to gale damage require 
dockyard assistance and can be dealt with in 
due course except for temporary repair to 
motor cutter. (Capt. D.19 1642A/20)

The recent operations in the Mediterranean made 
it clear that, when uhder way, ventilation in 
KING GEORGE V. Class is most inadequate in a 
hot climate and health and efficiency of ships' 
company will be seriously affected, which will 
be aggravated by lack of awning and side screens 
in harbour. Evaporator power is inadequate for 
long periods at sea and another serious matter 
is unreliability of V.S.G. pump for 14-inch 
turrets any further failure of which, which there 
is every reason to expect, is liable to have a 
serious effect on efficiency of main armament.
(C. in C. H.F. 2251A/20 to Adty.)

Shipping and Convoys.
/ h /.T. ^ W- 2>

HIGHLANDER 1740Z/19. East coast ships should 
be escorted to Loch Ewe.
(C. in C. W.A. 0011A/20 to HIGHLANDER.)

Your 0434/20th. Act as additional escort with 
F.S.625, to Harwich due to pass 20.C. Buoy 0900. 
(C. in C. Nore 0605A/20 to QUORN)

Ship did not sail owing to stress of weather. 
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe 0934A/20)

Following are recent movements. (N.A. Stockholm 
1105/20) See Lion Copy.

My 1154A/10. ALAUNIA and ASCANIA departure 
delayed. (S.O.W.P. 1110/20)

Forecast of Northbound Convoy sailings from 
Southend. Details. After 31/10 all northbound 
sailing will be F.N. Convoys.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1205/20)

/E.C.87 ...
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From N.A.

MESSAGE

Stockholm.

1105/20th October 

Date 20. 10. 1+1.

Reed. 2330

Interdepartmental Cypher (l.T.T.) by Cable

IN

Addressed, Admiralty.

IMPORTANT
Following are recent Norwegian Coastal shipping

movements.

Name Whence Date. Destination Purpose

AIMORA Left Trendjhem Oct.16th. unknown K M D
ERLING .

LINDOE Arrived Salangen Oct.16th* unknown K M D
FELIX Arrived Oct.li+th* North Norway SaltChristensand
FERNDALE Called Herfol Oct, ll+th* Rotterdam Iron ore
F'JELD Arrived Hommelvik Oct, 11+th. unknown K M D
GRANA___ Left Bodo Oct.17th. Tromso K M D
GRAZPR-^jj-L-UA Arrived Bergen Oct. ll+th. unknown K M D
HAUKEFJELL Arrived ;Lodangen Oct.17th. unknown K M D
HAVBRIS Left Kirkenes Oct.13th. Germany Ore
HSDVIG T Left Herfol Oct.16th. Svolvaer Salt.
HEILO Arrived Larvik Oct.15th. unknown K M D
KAUPANGER Arrived Petsamo Oct.15th. unknown K M D
KARMA Arrived Ballaangen Oct. ll+th. Germany Pyrites
KLOVEREN Left Aaiesund Oct 17th Bergen Unknown
KRONERINS Left Kirkenes Oct.15th. Germany Ore

OLAV
LOVAAS Left Finneid Oct.15th. Germany Pyrites
MITRA* Arrived Oslo Oct, ll+th. Unknown K M D
RYGJA Arrived Fredrikstad Oct. ll+th. Unknown K M D
STORFJELD/y/y. Arrived Tromso Oct*16th. Unknown K M D
S VODER /V7T At Oploaska '(corrupt group)Irenep

Delfzyl
to r a f ir e Left Arendal Oct.17th Unknown K M D
TORE Xi)i *L Arrived Rodsoyvag Oct.17th. Unknown K M D
TRANSPORT Arrived Bergen Oct.16th. Unknown K M D
TRIANON Left Jumna Oct. ll+th. Germany Iron Or©
TRONDJHEMSFJORD Lett Oslo Oct. ll+th. Unknown K M D
TUGELA.'"A Arrived Tromso Oct.17th. Stettin Iron Ore
STENSAfl$( corrupt group) due to load + VBP at Lauvsnes for
Delfzyl on Oct.25th.

A 2 repeat A 2.
1105/20

•+ as received
Advance copy to Ops*, O.D., 0.1. 0.

V.C.N.S.
a .c .n .s .(h )
N. A. 1st S.L. 
D.N. I. (1+)O. I.C. (3)
Ops, (3)
0 9 D 9 ( 0 )
W

D.T.D. (2) 
D.T.D. (M)
U c  T e J )c \ o)D.E.V.D. (3)
M. (2)



SECRET MESSAGE 1201/ 20, Oct

Proa C. in  C. R osyth .

P /L  BY t/ p .

f t '

IN

D ate, 2 0 ,1 0 ,4 1 ,

Reed, 1605,

Addressed A dm iralty , C . in  0 .  N ore, S .E .E .G .O .D ., H.CJ,C.C.. H,Q,FaC ..
LoitKOapt^

notwt,

684, F orecast o f  convoy s a i l in g s ,

F SC29 ( m} OCEAN 1330 F riday 24 WALLACE, WINCHESTER,
F 3 0 0  (S ) PLUMB 0830 Saturday 25 VALOROUS /VANITY,
F 3631 (F) EVIDENCE 21 CO Sunday 26 WESTMINSTER ,VIMIERA.
F SC32 (u)  ATTACHE 1330 Tuesday 28 VIVIEN,WHADDQN.
F 3633 (S ) BREAST O83O Wednesday 29 VESSATILE,VERDUN.
F S634 (F ) MERIT 2100 Thursday 30 LIDDESDALE, SLEIPNER.
F NS36 ( m) PRIZE 0700 F riday  24 VIVIEN, (JJANTOCK.
E C  90 ( f ) USAGE 0700 Saturday 25 VERSATILE, VERDUN.
F N537 (S ) RADIO 0700 Sunday 26 LIDDESDALE.V/OISEI,
F N533 (m) PILOT 07C0 Monday 27 V/ALLACE WINCHESTER 
E C 91 (F ) PADDLE 0700 Tuesday 28 VALOROUS VANITY,
F N539 (3 )  ATTEMPT 0700 Y/ednesday 29 WESTMINSTER CoTTLS  ■ :
T im etable as in  my 110 0 /C /9 .
A ft e r  p a ss in g  Ma.y I s la n d , E C 90 w i l l  run as a slow  con voy ,

1201/ 20.

Advance copy  O ps., Trade,

N. a , 1st 3*L.
O p s ,( 3 ) .
C .D .(5 )•
C. I.C.
D, o f  S . 2A.
d . t . d . ( 4) .  
d . t . d . ( m) .
D. o f  S .T .
X,P,(3).
D.A/S.W .

Ifovts ,
O. D .8 ,
D ,S ,D ,( 2 ) ,Mails,
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HOME COMMANDS.

) SfriP£i.n& and Convoys. _ contd#
E .C .87. Delayed by gale. E.T.A. Pentland Firth 0100/21. 

Request lights. (FOXTROT 1230A/20)

9 W.S.12 Z. Your 0729A/7 para.(iv). A.15, sea speed 18 
knots. (S.T.O. Avonmouth 1445A/20)

S.C.49.

(i

Follov/ing received from BEAGLE begins - 
Corvettes are covering trawlers until dark, then 
sweeping towards S.C.49 keeping East of 026°
00* (?thence) subsequently sweeping area from 
20 miles ahead of Convoy until 1400Z/22. Ends. 
(U.S. Chief of Naval Ops. 1925/20)

1 •

)
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20.10.1941.
Monday._____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

476

North Atlantic.
Your 13Z+8/18. Impracticable load large 
aircraft in carriers. 2. Blenheim and Beau- 
fighter cannot he stripped light enough in time 
hut will he shipped hy merchant vessel first 
opportunity. 3. ARGUS already loaded with 
seven damaged Naval aircraft plus twelve uncased 
R.A.F. engines. 4. Intend loading two French 
Dewoitines in EAGLE. (F.O.C.N.A, 100i+A/20 to 
Admty.)

Civil Aircraft sighted a tanker in 07* N.
10° 07' W. Course 260° at 1057A/20. This may 
he German tanker from Bordeaux. (D.D.I.C. 
112+6A/20 to F.O.C.N.A. etc.)
A.M. 1U+6/20. HERMIONE may he used to endeavour 
to intercept enemy tanker. (A.C.N.S. (F) 
1427A/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1146A/20. Request air R/G between latitude 
01+3° 00' N. and 0^5° 00’ N. and longitude 013° 
00’ W. and 018° 00’ W. during daylight hours 
21/10 HERMIONE sailing to intercept.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1U52A/20 to Admty.)
Your lL|.52A/20. Following R/C has been and is 
being flown today and tonight 20/21st. One 
Catalina ordered to shadow and report tanker 
last reported in U40 7 ’ N. 10° 7* W. course 
2 6 0 °, speed 12 knots, at 1050/20, arrived on 
patrol at 1230/20 and left at 1900/20.
2. A second Catalina now on patrol with orders 
to search south of 1U4-.07 N., io.07 W., keeping 
clear of Spanish coast hut closing Portuguese 
coast, will leave patrol at 0330/21.
3. Nothing yet sighted.
U. Further air R/C is impossible. (A.C.N.S.
(H) 211+9A/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Admty. 1945A/19 (N.T. in W.D).
-(i) J>7th escort group, LAMERTON, DUNCAN and 
VIDETTE carrying out A/S search west of 
Gibraltar. On 17 and 18 ships worked towards 
latitude Cape St. Vincent, on 19 and 20 in 
vicinity of entrance of Straits as far as 007° 
West. Catalina co-operating.
(ii) Intend delaying sailing of convoy until 
P.M./22 so as to carry on with search.
(iii) Corvettes sent to escort VELMA have not 
met. Both reported, defects and unlikely there
fore to contact. DUNCAN and two trawlers sailed 
A.M./20 to provide escort. Catalina with 
VELMA.
(iv) In view of present situation suggest 
retaining WILD SWAN until arrival of WISHART.
(v) Request relief for FLEUR DE LYS may he 
sent forthwith and any other A/S forces that
can he immediately spared. (F.O.C.N.A., 1220A/20 
to Admty.)

/CLAN
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PLAIT
MACDONALD.

MASON.

DOMINE.

Portuguese
movements.

VELMA
escort.

..

20.10.1941* 
Londay._____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic-Qontd.
Request you will convey congratulations of Board 
of Admiralty to master and crew of CLAN 
MACDONALD on her most successful voyage.
(A.C.N.S. (P) 13124A/20 to F.O.C.N.AJ.
CLAN MACDONALD whilst on passage unescorted 
from Malta to Gibraltar was attacked at 1320/17 
"by 3 Italian aircraft when about 120’ S.S.W. of 
Cagliari. The aircraft fired torpedoes and 
dropped bombs, but successful avoiding action 
was taken. 2 hours later she was again attacked 
by a torpedo bomber which was driven off by 
gunfire. (D.O.R. 21/10/41).

Situation at 2001A/20. MARON patrols N.Z.5., 
N.Z.6. (F.O.C.N.A., 1U18A/20).

Spanish DOKINE left Fernando Po 14/10 for 
Teneriffe has on board 2 Italian and 2 German 
passengers. If met ship is to be boarded and 
if enemy nationals come within categories given 
in A.M. 751 A, 13/10/1939 (A.F.O. 277/41)
816 A, H/ll/1939, 827 A, 18/11/1939 and 630 A,
D/l0/1941, they are to be removed. Ship
has navicert. (F.O.C.N.A. 1632A/20 to N.A. Stn).

Portuguese M/V SERPA PINTO sails 22/10, 10 
hours for Cape Verde with troops.
Portuguese Sloop BARTOLOMEU'DIAS sails 24/10 
for Madeira where will remain ten days returning 
Lisbon 13/11. (N.A. Lisbon, 1702/20, 1207/23
to Admty.)

Departure DUNCAN, S T . NECTAN, ARCTIC RANGER 
to R/V tanker VELMA as additional escort to 
Gibraltar. (F.O.C.N.A. 1734A/20 to Admty.)
W.D. Note:- Q)f interest in view of Admty. 
1728/20 on torpedoing of tanker INVERLEE.
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South Atlantic.
U-boats. Sightings and contacts during last 14 days.

(C. in G. S.A., 0235N/20). See U-boat Campaign.

W. S .12.

*

Convoy W.S.12 departure 1400/19 local escort 
VELOX, WRESTLER, ANCHUSA, MIGNONETTE, CALENDULA. 
Ocean escort DEVONSHIRE joiijs 0700/20. (S.O.I.
Freetown, 0821N/20 to Admty.)

Cancel N.O.I.C. Bathurstrs 1245N/19. Comply 
with F.O.C.N.A’s 1132A/l8.v*VtC. in C. S.A. 
0959N/20 to AZALEA, SPIlJiA.)

Search My 1301/11 and 1307/13. Intend carrying out
0.Verde Is. this operation 23,24, 25/10 with DUNEDIN, VIMY, 

BRILLIANT and two Sunderlands with overload 
petrol and no bombs or depth charges. Operation 
to be known as '’Corridor” and Force as Force 
'F*. (C. in C. S.A. 1649N/20 to Admty.).

JANUS. Admty. 0041/14. C.O. JANUS represents fighting
efficiency of ship seriously affected by decision 
that alterations and additions item 41 (fitting 
of cross levelling gear) should be a B.H. item. 
Damage suffered by JANUS in action with French 
Flotilla leader attributed by C.O. directly to 
tactical limitations imposed by lack of cross 
levelling gear.
(ii) Request reconsideration with a view to items 
being undertaken at Simonstown. Gear required 
from U.K. (N.O.I.C. Simonstown 1752B/20 to Admty.)

v Handling 
AQUITANIA 
at Capetown.

Your 2245/19. Matter now under further urgent 
consideration by harbour authorities who have 
arranged to take new sounding. Further report 
will be made as soon as possible. P.S.T.O. 
Egypt is requestrireport probable loaded draught 
fore and aft. (N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1746B/20 
to Admty. etc^

Service Following movements are required on West African
Personnel. Coast. (D.O.D.(F) 1855A/20 to C. in C. S.A. 

amended 1251A/21) See Lion Copy.

/Corvettes....
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0 October.
0TJT

. r\ f i A n t V i  ' f  "I ° T lh  i  r* A P R  DUtG T O  o - i-0  a 4  J. •To 0. Ill o. Sout.n ̂ t-xcULlC.Repeated G.O.C. in , <oSt ..incc,.
J‘ s.T.O. Freetown.

S.'T.O. Takoradi. . _ _Director of Nigerian -marine LagOo.
Commander Nigeria ;J?ea Lag?s. ^ThroughCommander Goid Coast ..r̂ a ) ;̂ q#
Go:iiander Sierra, neone .̂rea Freeto\.n)

Int.pj -.o■jcirt.-iental ̂ ^nerJJ^l*--------- — —  ----

Fron --d .iraloj •
Reference G.O.C. in C. West -fries,'s Q.M/27073 cipher 

15.10. not to all addressees. Following movements are

(c)
(d)

(g)

red on Jest African Ooas t„
Movement. Africans ■ Europeans

Takoradi/Lagos 550 100Lagos AGE. Lagos/Freetown Lagos/Takoradi Talcoradi/Fre etown
300100200

fum

•V %
50200’ 400 .Talcoradi/Fre etownFreetown/Takoradi f tM

2. (f) and (g) are movements of urgent R.̂ .F.
* i

personnel to ana from Freetown to connect with ,T S 12 Z
arriving Freetown aoout 21.11.

3. propose INDRAPOERA he used for (a) ns in Force 
K.n. Y/ost Africa1 s %IU 22941 cypher 3/10-andtehat 

at Lagos she embark personnel cf (h) (c) and (cl).- -
4, At Takoradi personnel of (h) (c) and also (e) 

can ho distributed over INDRAPOERA NBA HELLAS and
V01ENDAH* " • • •

5. Propose NSW NCBTHLAMD he used for (f) and (g).
/R. Ronuost,......



n

-2i~
6. êquost your views as to possibility of escort 

for above mover lents. 1 Jtern.. tively in view of coastal 
nature of passages you nay prefer to allow tlie ships tô 
proceed unescorted other than by k/3 escort ktuu ^

approaohinr Pro o tê ir ,
1055/720.

for D.O.D.(F).1st word1st • ii.2nd ~\ — o 9 _ U3rd. r~ia- « U#4th a- * . J©5th C T '•> » j-U
V.O.N.S.i..0.0.3. (H)
A.O. . •.(?). A.0.f,S.(T) (2).
' n  t.t / r n

-  -  •  '  r  o  © ’ ' •  \  . /  •

N.~. 1st ii.L.D. of ?.(2). D.O.D. (H).D» i). 0. JJ. (K). D.O.D.(F) D.D.O.D. (F).D.l n :hi.“• n (4)
jJm :Do ■ • •*-' •  

o - o D.D. of L.DD.i’ dC ■ -/ ©W.D..• o ©I.P.C2).wl.Duty Oapt. Ed. of id. 
D.T.8.D. D.D.I.C.Tr P Q
D.T.D. (2).N.I.D. 10 P&ymr. Gdr. Wilson. D.G.D.

< i
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South Atlantic-Contd.
Your 1321/19. Concur that there does not appear 
to "be any U/B activity off South America South 
of the Equator. Admty. have no information to 
indicate presence of supply ship in St. Paul's 
Rocks area "but it is requested you will use 
these corvettes as you see fit, recalling them 
to Freetown if you consider this desirable. 
(A.C.N.S. (F) 1955A/20 to C. in C. 8.A.)

Sailed 19/10. List and details. (S.S.T.O. 
Freetown, 2255N/20) See Lion Copy.

Mediterranean.
Night 19/20 Oct. 17 Wellingtons "bombed selected 
targets Tripoli. Time over target 2025 hrs. 
to 0001 hrs., hits Custom House, road junction 
Dock area, Civil seaplane station, Spanish Mole, 
and on shipping in harbour. Warehouse near 
Castello burnt out. 3,000-ton ship off 
Castello set on fire by 1000 lb.
(H.Q. Malta, 0345/20).

If possible establish patrols as follows from 
dusk tonight 20/10. UNBEATEN, 073° 7.5 miles, 
URSULA 118° 11.5- miles both from Murro De Porco. 
Large destroyers might pass to south-east 
during night. After attack or at. 0430A/21 proceed 
in execution of previous orders. (Capt.
S.10. 1041A/20 to UNBEATEN, URSULA).

Night 18/19. 6 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi
Harbour causing large fire and explosions at 
suspected petrol dump on Cathedral Mole, small 
fires also on Juliana Liole. Two F.A.A. Albacores 
bombed suspected ammunition dump at Solium 
starting small fire on edge of it.
A Beaufort attacked Italian submarine 60 miles 
S.S.W. of West Coast of Crete, bombs falling 
near submarine. Damage unobserved. (H.Q. R.A.F. 
M.E. 1114/20).

Your 1106/19. Officers are available on the 
station. (C. in C. Med., 1233B/20 to Admty.)

/Enemy
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 2255/20 October
From S.S.T.O. Freetown. Date 21.10.41.Reed. 0735.
_______ Naval Cypher by W/T & T/P * __*___
Addressed P.S.T.Oo Capetown. Repeated N.L.O.Durban,

C. in C. East Indies, P.S.T.O. Egypt,
D. of S.T, C. in C. South Atlantic.

Convoy W S 12 sailed 19th October.First nine ships for Capetown, remainder Durban,
Name of shin. Water Fuel Total 

supplied, .supplied, fuel
Estimated 
maximum on Board.draft sail* ing South Africa.

EMPIRE PRIDE 250 450 1195 25’ 6"
EMPRESS OFCANADA 300 3413 4153 30»
MENDOZA 600 1128 1278 22'
LEOPOLDVILLE 300 1505 2025 25* 6”
DOMINION MONARCH 650 502 2352 28* 6"
CUN CAMPBELL 250 733 1111 28* 6n
EMPIRE TRUST 160 933 1405 25* 6"
PERTHSHIRE 250 615 1190 291 8:’
SARPEDON * 200 400 2055 29*
'ALMANZORA 1330 1309 1700 27*
CITY OF PARIS 400 900 1580 26’ 6”
DUCHESS OF
RICHMOND 800 2180 24-89 27’

EMPRESS OF RUSSIAt 600 2550 3558 30*
HIGHLAND BRIGADE Nil 1170 1700 24’ 6”
SAMARIA 200 1655 2350 29’
STRATHAIRD 1000 1406 2581 29’
FRANCONIA 500 2018 3050 29’ 6
ORMONDE 1010 1454 1880 28’ 6:}
CLAN LAMONT 200 9(9?)6 1114 29*
sPERSfiUff Nil 600 1765 1*

Embarked in DUCHESS RICHMOND 1 rating Naval 5 Officers,8 (otters?) Military, 1 Admiralty Civilian. PEREEUES 4 Civilians. STRATHIARB 3 Civilians. All for South Atlantic PRINCE BAUDOUIN also sailed with Convoy carrying 5 Officers, 
30 Ratings Naval for C/T.

2255N/20
Advance copies D.C. D.O.D. (F) & D.T.D.

1st S.L.V.C.N.S.A.C.N.S. (F) A.C.N.S. (T) (2) 
N.A. 1st S.L.D. of P. (2) 
D.O.D. (F)
D.D.O.D. (F)

D.N.I. (4) 
D.A/S W. 
I.P. (2) W.D.Duty Capt. Hd.of M.
D. D. 1. C.
E. P.S.

D.T.D. (2) D.T.D. (M) 
N.I.D. 10. 
D. of S.T.
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Mediterranean-Gontd.

Two enemy minesweepers sighted close off Gape 
Oarbonara and two further minesweepers N.N.E. 
of Gape Carbonara 20 miles. (N.O.I.C. Malta 
1330A/20 to RORQUAL).

A. Two German transports and three Italian 
cargo vessels full of German troops left Piraeus 
in direction Fleves at 1420 G.M.T. yesterday.
B. Above vessels were convoyed by two Destroyers.
C. German S/M UENEA left the Naval ? Dockyard.
Source B.2. (N.A. Istanbul, 1335/20 to Admty.)

Operation B.S., para 19, bring into force con
dition A at 0001B/21. (Gapt. S.l, 1421B/20 to 
1st S.F. on patrol W. of 023° E.)

Recent experience has emphasised the gap that 
exists in aircraft detection methodsawing to 
lack of effective means of detecting low 
flying aircraft. This can be cpvercome to some 
extent by day by vigilance of (?look) out escorts 
but at night or in low visibility this (?does not) 
apply and aircraft (?have been) able to deliver 
attacks at close -f9range7— f^at night)- without 
being + by any type of R.D.F. at present 
fitted in the Fleet.
(ii) It is realised that Admiralty are aware 
of this state of affairs but matter is one of 
such importance that I feel it desirable to 
stress urgent need for solving this problem 
and to request that this aspect of R.D.F. 
development may be given most immediate attention, 
I would also urge that priority in fitting any 
new gear produced for this (?purpose) may be 
given to ships operating in Mediterranean 
where conditions are advantageous to Aircraft 
and where there is a heavy (5 groups missing)r 

(C. in G. Med. 14443/20 to Adty. ) (as> c-trrr 
+ S: Word ony-tted-^ "detected".

Advise setting torpedoes 10 feet to 12 feet in 
anticipation important light enemy Naval unit 
which may be expected from N.W. at about 1300/21. 
(Gapt. S.10, 1520A/20 to REGENT.)

My 1525A/18. THRASHER leaves position 036°
13f 016° 13* before 0200A/21, and proceeds to 
Benghazi arriving A.M./23* If torpedoes have 
been fired she will return to Malta.
(Gapt. S.10, 1529A/20 to TETRARGH, REGENT.)

/S.B.N.O.....
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Mediterranean-Contd.
Par Consular Shipping Adviser. In event of 
active military operations developing 
in Southern Turkey you will he appointed Senior 
B.N.O. Iskanderun. Keep in touch with military 
R/C parties about to visit Iskanderun and Mersin 
and give them benefit of your Naval advice.
You should take an early opportunity to visit 
Beirut to consult with Capt. Morse on best 
methods of organizing a Naval Base organization 
quickly. (C. in C. Med., 1638B/20 to Consul, Iskanderan).

R/C show destroyers, one merchant ship, one 
tanker, speed 10 knots northbound. UPHOLDER 
proceed to 0^4° 48' N. 012° 25’ E. URGE 035°
40’oN. 012° 07' E. UPRIGHT 038° 15f N.
012° 10' E. Convoy may be expected to pass 
positions at 0^00/21, 0300/21, 0130/22 respect
ively. (Capt. S.10, 1645A/20 to 10th S.F.)
My 1645. Swordfish will attack after 0400a/ and 
before dawn. One merchant ship following at 
8 knots should pass you about one hour after 
c onvoy. (Capt. S .10 1943A/20 t o UPHOLDER).
My 1645/20. Amend position and time to UPHOLDER 
0j>4 40 ’ 012° 20' at 0300A, URGE 035° 40' 011°
54* at 0900A. One merchant ship speed 8 knots 
passes first position about one hour after 
convoy. (Capt. S.10, 2105A/20 to UPHOLDER, URGE).

Departure 19th MAURO CROCS Italian - Genoa. 
Arrival 20th ATLAS German, from Genoa. 
(Barcelona, 1732/20 to M. of W.T.)

Your 11^)5A/19. Owing to head wind E.T.A. Grand 
Harbour 063OA/2 4. Weather reoort 647/1074.
(?TETRARCH, 1744A/20 to Capt/s. 10).

Admty. 233dA /3/1941. A.A. units to be re
formed. (D. of L.D. 1931A/20 to C. in C. Med.) 
See Lion Copy.

Your 1942A/13, your 1023A/14 and your 1532A/17. 
Aircraft torpedoes have been sent to Malta,
17 in each of AURORA and PENELOPE and 2 in each 
of LANCE and LIVELY. 200 rounds of 4 inch XVI 
S.A.P. embarked in each of above ships. Total 
38 torpedoes and 800 rounds ammunition.
(A.S. Gibraltar 1934A/20 to Admty.)

/OTTO



SECRET MESSAGE

To 0, in C© Mediterranean 333,

Naval Cypher (X)

hfn «
1931A/20i li (' a f, ober OUT 

Date 20, " .• l\2„

From A dm ira 11 y,
Reference Admiralty 2333/0/3/u-l. Following has 

been sent by War Office to 0* in 0, Middle East, begins * 
Reference 5̂ -726 cypher A.A. 1+ 5/3& Admiralty 

anxious to reform M.N.B.IAO. as soon as possible in case 
required for special operations.

A.A. units MoNoB.EoOc will be reformed on the 
came organisation as stated in above quoted cypher with 
exception that all heavy A.A. batteries will be armed with 3.7 
mobile equipments. No.3" A.A. guns will be provided.

It is desirable to build these units up to 
following scale of instruments. Vickers Predictors on 
two gun basis and six G,L. Mk.-II. Realise this cannot be 
done immediately. When required for special operations 
scale of instruments must be decided in the light of other , 
commitments. Presume this scale will be as agreed, 
between you and C. in C. Mediterranean.

Pending these units being required for special 
operation request that they man full scale equipment as soon 
as possible. Please report date you anticipate units being 
provided with equipment,

Admiralty are sending copy of above to C. in C. 
Mediterranean for information. Ends,

1st Lord. IeP. (3)

1931A/20 
D. of L.D. (000)

-» r. * q T -i. ».e u O a - a ■ ■ ■ hep.Contr.
Controller M. (2) D.H.O. (k)Vice Controller D.T.S.E, S. W. R.
V.C.1AS. 
ix c C. N, G»v r)N«A. 1st S.L. 
D. of P. (3) Oos, (3)
0,D. (5)

O.I.C, {2)■p t; a -x.' ̂ JT 0 Ml 0
A» G. rt.D.N.O.D. of L.D.

(Em,2306/95/^+0QS) (2)
D.N.I. (A)

(3) Bath
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Mediterranean-contd.
Expected sailing tonight 20th for Tarragona. 
(Valencia, T.H.I. 19U0/20 to M. of W.T.)

UNIQUE is proceeding from 037° 16* 012° 56' 
to 036° 07' 01U° 16' to arrive Malta A.M./21 
and may he encountered on the surface or 
submerged after daylight. (V.A. Malta, 2009A/20 
to Force K).

List and particulars of ships carrying Service 
cargoes to Suez. (D.S.T. 2035A/ to P.S.T.O. 
Egypt) See Lion Copy.

Western Desert. All light forces are being 
employed in bombardments, operation "Cultivate", 
Tobruk supply and A/S sweeps* Destroyer bom
bardment of Marsa Lukh night 19/20 abandoned 
due to ?HAV0CK grounding. Force escorting HAVOCK 
back at 11 knots. Extent of damage not yet 
known. 7th C.S. at sea today 20th. Further 
bombardment by cruisers and destroyers intended 
nightly. GNAT bombarded enemy battery near 
Tobruk nights 18/19 and 19/20. Shelling by 
battery had lately been on increased scale.
2. Intensive hunt by destroyers and A/S craft 
did not locate U-boat which sank SAMOS and 
PASS OF BALMAHA as in my 1235/17. Other U-boats 
reported and attacked in area west of Alexandria 
but no killings so far other than that reported 
in my 1906/16. a/s measures in Cyprus-Syria area 
have had to be curtailed temporarily to provide 
escorts for important shipping to and from 
Alexandria.
3. Small enemy convoy sighted noon/19 in 
5k.55 N. 21.30 E. steering for Benghazi.
Striking force despatched but failed to intercept. 
U. Submarines,TORBAY on short patrol for special 
mission bombarded Apollonia at 1800/15 and 
scored several hits on hangar before being driven 
off by 6-in. battery. URSULA reported to have 
sunk two ships in convoy at 0802/18 in position 
035 25 N. Oil 39 E. no details. (C. in C. Med. 
2036/ 20) .
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To: P.S.T.O. Egypt
________NAVAL CYPHER (OPR

Late
OUT 

20.10.41.
m

From: Director of Sea Transport.
MICHAEL J. G0ULAKDPJ3 operating Line Westcott 

sailed U.K. October 4th speed 9 knots expectea_Qc.be o± 
arrival Suez December 15th with following Service cargo 
in D.W. tons for Middle East 830 plus 5 Tank Wagons,
58 vehicles & 2 0.Lighters also following commercial 
carp-o in D.W. tons for Alexandria 5344 coal account 
Egyptian State Railways and S cases acid.

MALYAN PRINCE sailed U.K. October 4th speed 134 
knots expected date of arrival Suez December 3rd with 
following service cargo in D.W. tons xor Miadle East 
3540 plus 263 vehicles. No (repeat-no) commercial
cargo”. . •

ADVISER sailed U.K. October 4th speed 14 Icnocs 
expected date of arrival Suez Dec ember Jst with lollowmg 
service cargo in D.W. tons for miadle a^st 1J70 plus 
86 vehicles, 2 Fulmars and 1 Sea Gladianor aircr^ru.
No (repeat no) commercial cargo.

BURDWAN sailed U.K. October 4th speed 144 knocs 
expected date of arrival Suez December 1st. wiun ■ .
following service cargo m  jj.W. tons ior Mia^lo^.sb 
2440 Plus 169 vehicles, 2 Albacores and 1 nulmar 
aircraft. No (repeat no) commercial cargo.

GOPAOABANA sailed U.K. October 4th speed* 134 knots 
expected date of arrival_Suez ̂ December 1st v/ioh • 
following service cargo in D.w. tons for_middle E.^t 
3960 plus 197 vehicles plus 3 Albacore aircraft. to 
(repeat no) commercial cargo.

GAASTERKERK sailed U.K. October 4th speed 134 
knots expected date of arrival Suez Deomter 1st wxon 
following Service cargo in D. J. tons 
zo20 plus 265 vehicles 62 guns 5 Swordfish 2 FuLior ^na 
1 Sea Gladiator Aircraft no (repeat no) commercial ca-r̂ o.

SILVER-VILLOW sailed U.K. October 4th-speed 13t 
knots expected date of arrival Suez December 1st with 
following Service cargo in D.V. eons for Riddle 
3060 plus 191 vehicles 8 guns and 4 Albacore aircraft.
No (repeat no) commercial cargo.

HAPHALA-cc o o o o *?  e o o o a -  o o



4.8 2.*/3

(2)
£ ,v>4.9

HAEMALA sailed. U.K. October .4th speed 10 knots 
expected date of arrival Sues December 10th. with , 
following service cargo in D.W. tons for Middle uaso 
3380 plus 113 vehicles 2 locomotives ana 2 tenders. No 
(repeat no) commercial cargo.

BOLTON CASTLE sailed U.K. October 4th speed. 11 (
knots expected date of arrival Suez Dec ember 7th with 
following Service cargo in n.W. tons for Middle mast 
2930 plus 151 vehicles end 1 A.Lighter. No (repeac no) 
commercial cargo. (

ilOPECREST sailed U.K. October 4th speed lit knots 
expected date of arrival Suez. December 6th with, 
following Service cargo in D.W. tons ±or Miadle tc.st 
4530 plus 30 vehicles plus 22 transportacion venicles 
2 0.Lighters and 3 Fulmar Aircraft. No (repeat no) 
commercial cargo.

MERCHANT PRINCE sailed U.K. October 4th speed IIP % 
knots expected date of arrival Suez Decaabor 7thwith following service cargo m  D.W. tons for Middle East 110 
plus 6059 coal 553 patent fuel 127 vehicles and 1 a . 
Lighter. No (repeat no) commercial cargo.

Please circulate Barker,
2033A/20

for Director of Sea Transport
E.P.S.
D.T.D.(2)N.I.D.10 (Payr.Cdr.WiIson) 
D.G.D.
D. of S.T.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
2nd S.L.
3rd S.L.
4th S.L.
5th S.L.
V. C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H)
A.C.N.S. (F)
A.C.N.S.(T)(2)
A.C.N.S.(W)
N.A. 1st S.L.
D. of P.(2)
D.O.D.(F)
D.D.O.D. (F)
D.O.D.(H)
D.D.O.D*(H)
D.N.I. (4)
D. S. D.
D. of L.D.
D. N. A. D.
D.A/S.W.
D.In.S.
I.P.(2)
W. D.
Duty Captain (2) n ,Head of'M.(7) for War Office (Lt.Col.Kirkness Q (M)7b) 
D.T.S.D.
D.D.I.C.

i

4
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FOREIGN 3TATIONS.

20.10.1941.
Monday.

East Indies.
Your 1626/18 DALHOUSIE arrived Calcutta 7th 
and left 18th due Chittagong 20th.
(S.O.(I) Colombo, 0344Z/20 to Admty).

Re defence requirements. (C. in C. E.I., 07362/20 
to Admty) See Lion Copy.

Your 2136/19.
1. AUSTRALIA will carry out Kerguelen cruise 
from Colombo csilling Mauritius for fuel.
2. CORNV/ALL has been diverted to Colombo and 
could escort U.S. 13 from Fremantle after 
storing. She could not do Kerguelen cruise 
without causing unacceptable delay to convoy 
arrangements.
3. AUSTRALIA arrives Colombo P.M./21 and 
commences loading mines ex PROME A.M./22. To 
avoid delay to PROME's docking on 21st, 60A 
mark 1 mines are now being loaded into lighters 
in readiness.
4. Request early details referred to in your 
1739/17. (C. in C. E.I., 1028Z/20 to Admty) 
Your 1028/20 and A.M.1739/17. Details for 
laying mines. (A. C.N.S. (F) 1935A/20 to 
C. in C. E.I.) >!? * • ilt, a ^

Overdue left Mombasa 7th due Bombay 18th. 
(3.0.(I) Bombay, 1243Z/20 to 3.0.(I) Colombo)

Ct/rr*&cL'

Governor Aden has recommended deportation of 
ex-Sultan of Padli to^Seychelles. No objection 
is seen here. You should keep in touch with 
Governor for progress of events.
(Head of M., 1321A/20 to C. in C. E.I.)

Cancel my 1412B/15. Intended programme. Arrive 
Mauritius p.m./30. Arrive Colombo 8/11.
(DRAGON, 1521Z/20 to C. in C. E.I.)

Your 1206Z/18. Para. 1 approved.
2. Admty 0540A/4/9 addressed Commodore in Charge, 
Hong Kong, It is understood that additional 
petrol tanks for HERMES should reach Colombo 
within the next few days. If these arrive in 
time they should be embarked by HERMES for 
fitting during forthcoming refit or for progressing 
the work if date of completion would otherwise 
be delayed. (A.C.N.3. (F) 2357A/20 to 
C. in C. E.I. amended 1259A/21)



• Li E S S A G E.

From G„ in rtrn.qi- ai

C756Z/20 October. 
I N .

L10.41.

NAVAL CYPHER (F-) BY W /T .
Reed. 1241.

i
H f"3 R

Addressed. Admiralty. . ■«
II.IPQRTAILT.
922. I propose to make following signal to A.O.C. in G. I.addle East and A. 0*0. India out request I may first Be informed whether Their Lordships are m  agreement with views expressed therein.1. ' The apparent deterioration of situation in Far East Brings to the fore the defence requirements of Persian Gulf against attack By Japanese naval Forces .
2. The chief threat is that of attack B y  surface raiding forces or air attacks By ship or carrier Borne aircraft.
3. The defence measures required are:-(a) Constantpatrol By surface forces in or near Straits of Hormuz, or(B) Long range air reconnaissance in Gulf of Oman supported By an air striking force Based at Sharjah Peninsula or South Iran, or (c) a combination of (a) and (B;

ns.

4. Requirements of (a) are considerable observing must Bo sufficient (?in numbers} to maintain an effective patrol and sufficiently powerful to ensure eventual destruction of enemy Naval dispositions in the event of Far Eastern War
cannot allow a (?force) of this sizo Being made available.
5. I shall Bo glad therefore if you will inform me extent of air support which can Bo oxpocted in this eventuality.
6. l would also request (?dividing ) lino Between

TTi r'i P/vcf. rind FT CL I n d ia  vn (OnIf n fAir H.Q. Mid East and Air H.Q. India m  Gulf of Gian, l.o. 056 dogs. East (vide Arm India’s number 5714 T. 0,0. (?00) 35 July 22nd. not to all addressees), should Bo reconsidered in light of this increased Threat.
7. From naval point of view Gulf of Oman and Persian Gulf must Be regarded as one for operational purposes (this is especially so if convoys nave to Be (?institutea) an a result of axis penetration into Iraq# or Persia). Under present arrangements Naval Authorities concerned will have to co-oporaxo with two separate R.A.F. commands. 'This in my opinion should Bo avoided if possible and I recommend that dividing lino should now Bo adjusted so that Both Gulf of Oman and Persian Gulf a.ro placed under control of ono R.A.F. Authority. Llorician 060 dogs. East would a.ppoar to fulfil 'tins requirement. Enas.

0736E/20.



Advance Go'oy Sent D.C., D& D.D.l.C
1st Lord.1st 3.L. 2nd.S.L. 3rd.S.L.4th S.L.5th S.L.v.o.r.s.A.C.N.S.(H) A.G.N.S.CF) v 
A.C.N.G.(T) (2)A. C.N. S. (W; N*A* 1st S.L.D. of ?:(2) D.O.D.(H) , D.D.O.D. (H) D.O.D.(F) , D.D.O.D. lF; D.N.I.C4) D.S.D.
D.K.A.D.B. of L.D. 
D.A/S.W.
?• i 1 o O

Duty Captain. Hd.'cf n. (2j D/itS.D. D.D.I.G.
for action.

*.S,
D n'.D (S'1n!1!d* 1CL (Pay.Cdr.V/ilson) D.G.D.
Adiiiiuai°3G 1 lairs. (2) Admiral RALlisor.
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From C, in C„ Middle i^ast
GIFHLR

Date 21 o 10ik U1 
Recda 0005

IN

Addressed The War Office, repeated C. in G. India, General 
Iraqo

IMPORTANT

03563*  527
0./16U03 cipher. 20/10*

Following for Fetroleum Dept0 from Leas Masters begins. 

General position of schemes very satisfactory* Ail 
scheduled wells Iraq fields have been plugged and junked 
important parts drilling material removed remainder in 
progress* Tripoli stocks now made up to one years supply 
and pumping stopped* Stations T„ 1 To 2 and T.i;. have already 
been immobilised by removal important parts similar treatment 
for T*3 boing considered* In Iran Raft Khanah schemo has been 
extended to includo Raft — I — Shale and schemo being prepared 
for Kermanshah no such schemes arc considered necessary by*
Gen. Iraq for South Iran fields or Abadan except for 
preparation special well plugs which is proceeding. We return 

to report earliest opportunity, Sndss
1625/20

Received from V/ar Office 1135/22
War Office Distribution1st Lord 

1 st S« L«
Hth S*
V. C. IT. 3.A. C.1T.S. (F) 
A,C.N.S. C T H 2 )  
A. C. IT. S# (w)
IT. Ae 1st S.L,
D. of P. (3) D.O.D*(F) 
D.D.O.D. (F)D. IT, I. (hj D. of L.D.D, G8 D«
I.P. (2)
W. D#
Duty Gapt.
Hd. of M.
D»D» I» G,

S.P. So 
D.T.D. (2)
N, I. D. 10(Pay.Odr*Wilson) D, M.0.& P

D.D.M.O. (0)
D.P*M.0.1,5#12 (6 copies) 
D.M.I.
D.D.M.I. (I)(0)
M.I.2, 2a, 10c*
G* S. P.
Lt* Col. Jacob.
D. of Plans (Admiralty).
D, of Plans (Air Ministry 
India Offico (Col.McCoy) 
Foroign Office (Mr.

Crosthwaito)
Petroleum Department (Mro 

Starling).
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VAMPIRE.

Allied
Shipping.

S • B. L. 0.
Singapore.

Dutch 
C. in” C.

WORCESTERSHIRE

DIANTHUS and
VANCOUVER
ISLAND.

MOST SECRET. 484

FOREIGN S TATIONS.

20.10.1941. 
Monday.____

China.

VAMPIRE will be ready for service about 15/11. 
To what station should she proceed?
(C. in C. China, 0243Z/20 to Admty)

Your 1112/18. In view of arrangements detailed 
in my 0313/6 para. B . , prefer ships obtained late 
instructions at Thursday Island subject to 
concurrence of A.C.N.B. (C. in C. China,
0351Z/20 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

Your 1339/13. Chancellor of Duchy of Lancaster 
i3 in full agreement with my proposal and tnat 
it should be carried into effect -now. Request 
action may be taken to make Col. Burkhardt 
available. (C. in C. China, 0833Z/20 to Admty)

Ref. Batavia tel. 217 16/10 to F. 0.
Essential that new C. in C. should be known 
and trusted by his colleagues of the A.D.B. 
Discussions Ter Poorten meets these requirements, 
is excellent co-operator, and is fhlly 
conversant with our mutual problems and plans.
I should welcome his appointment.
(C. in C. Far East, 1240/20 to W.O. )

America & West Indies.

Your 1939A/19 and my 10313/15. Request 
confirmation that WORCESTERSHIRE is to proceed 
to U.K. Leave was last given June-July 1941.
(C. in C. A.W.I. , 1022Q/20 to Admty)
Confirmed, (D.O.D. (F) 1154A/21 to C. in C. AW.I.)

Repeating C. in C. W . A . , 2301A/19. (see U-boat 
Campaign, 19/10)
(D.T.D., 1114Z/20 to Opnav).

/Convoy,



MOST SECRET.
MOS'T^-SECR'ET October,, 
~ ~  I N,

From The h7ar Office, Date* 20*10.41,

O Y P H E  R.
Addressed C. in C„, Far East®
IMPORTANT*

nil I H H I  l - II i | ------

96696 Cipher (M.C.10) 19/10®
Following from Chiefs of Staff 0
In continuation of War Office Telegram No.

94796 Cypher (M.0.10) dated 9th October,, the following 
telegram"has been received from the Joint Staff 
Mission in Washington®
BeginSp In a letter to Admiral Little the Chief of 
SavaT~Cperations has drawn attention to publicity in 
Fax’ East that has been given to visit by Air Chief 
Marshal Brooke-Popham to Manila.- Not only has his visit 
been publicised.but purpose has been exaggerated.
Chief of Naval Operations states same is true about other 
talks between our resnective commanders.

(ii) The Chief of Naval Operations states his 
belief9 concurred in by C. in C., U.S. Asiatic Fleet, 
that as time is on our side it is preferable to complete 
cuietly and without publicity the necessary steps for 
strengthening Anglo-Duteh-American partnership.

(iii) He asks that appropriate action may be taken 
to handle publicity concerning our joint conferences in 
Far East in accordance with this policy.

(iv) Comment in Tokyo draws comparison between 
apparent warlike consultations between United States and 
British Authorities in Far East and fact that United 
States is simultaneously conducting negotiations in 
diplomatic field with Japan®

(v) This question undoubtedly also affects naval, 
views of A.D.B.-2, concerning which we are communicating 
separately. Ends *We would emphasise the care which is at all times 
essential when granting interviews to the Press', in 
order that distortion and consequent misrepresentation 
may be avoided. In particular no reference should at- 
any time be made to Government policy or questions of higher strategy and expressions of opinion on ■ 
controversial -copies as, for example, American 
participation in the war, should be avoided.

You and all officers under your command should 
bean the above points constantly in mind.

0015/20
/Copies circulated...®.
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Gopios ciruulated by War Office to:-
S. of S. (2)
9:5:5:§:s!2(2)
D.IlsOa 6v If
D.P.
D.D.M.O. (0)
M. O .1.2.10*
D. Mi i 7
D.D.M.I. (I)
N. 1.2 (o)
D.D,L,P-
T  *0 O
J 9 -i. '» .1. -) (  * 3

0 a IP. 3. iidmiralty (G )
D. of Plans Admiralty (2)
C.A»Sa M r  Ministry (1)
Lf of .?:»ans Air Ministry (i)
Plans 3,. Air Ministry (2)
Secretary, Joint Planning Staff (1)
Lt» Col* Cornwall Jones (2)
Foreign Office (Mr. Sterndale-Bennett). 
Dominions Offi ce (Mr. Holme s)„
Colonial Office (Lt. Col0 Barlow) (4) 
Burma Office (Mr, 7/alton).
• .Burma, Office (War Staff).
Lta Col. E»r.C. Jacob (5)
Col.. G.S. liiompson (li.0.1. (J.P.))

Q  T

MMC.

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
V.C.N.S,
A.C.N.S. (F)
N.A. to 1st 
P.A.S. (S)
D.O.D. (F)
D.D.O.Do (F)
D. of P. (2)
D. C. (2)E. P.3.
Hd. of It (10)
I.P. (2)
N.I.D.10. Paym. Cdr. Wilson. 
P.D.
D.N.I. (4)
Admiral Bailey.
Admiral Palliser.
Admiral Be Hairs (2)
D.P.D.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

2 0 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 . 
Monday._____

Am erica & Y/est I n d ie s . -  Contd.

Your 1248A /19.
(1 )  Convoy "C argo" l e s s  EIvIPIRE CONDOR and 
EMPIRE CURLEW w i l l  s a i l  A .M ./25  by o r ig in a l  r o u te ,  
a r r iv in g  M.O.M.P. 1 2 0 0 Z /2 /1 1 .
(2 )  M. o f  W.T. i s  req u ested  t o  s a i l  EMPIRE 
CONDOR, EMPIRE CURLEV/, to  H a lifa x  as soon  as 
they are loa d ed  and t o  r e p o r t  i f  they cannot 
a r r iv e  th e r e  in  time t o  s a i l  f o r  U.K. on 4 /1 1 . 
(B .A .D ., 1123R/20 t o  Admty).

Intended t o  t r a n s fe r  my f l a g  to  DESPATCH and 
le a v e  Bermuda P .M ./2 1 , a r r iv in g  K ingston  
( ? Jam aica) A .M ./2 4 . Leave Jamaica P .M ./2 5 , 
a r r iv e s  Bermuda 2 8 /1 0 . R outine com m unications 
sh ou ld  con tin u e  to  be sen t Bermuda where a l l  
ta b le s  w i l l  be h e ld . (C. in  C. A.Y/. I . , 1214Q/20 
to  Admty).

Your 1 2 4 8 /1 9 . Confirm ed th e se  a rrangem ents are 
s u i t a b le .  2 . R equest co n firm a tio n  that 
d e s tro y e rs  m entioned in  p a ra , 4 are R.N. and 
no re q u e st  sh ou ld  be made t o  U.S.
(B .A .D . 1221R /20 to  Admty)

F lag o f  C. in  C. w i l l  be t ra n s fe r re d  t o  DESPATCH 
from  p .ra ./21  to  /2 8  i n c l .  Only urgen t communi
c a t io n s  r e q u ir in g  C. in  C 's  (p e r s o n a l? )  a t te n t io n  
sh ou ld  be se n t to  DESPATCH. (?R em ainder) t o  
Squadron as u s u a l. (C. in  C. A.Y/. I . , 1224Q/20 
to  A.V/. I .  S t a t io n ) .

Ex. O .N .S . 23 f o r  Y/abana d eve lop ed  le a k  in  on e , 
two and th r e e  b i lg e s  and b o i l e r s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  
ord ered  S t. Johns N.F. by Commodore fo r  R e p a irs . 
(N .C .S .O . S t . Johns N .F ., 1436Z/20 to  Adm ty).

Your 2011E /15. Request U .3 . tra n sp o r ts  a r r iv e  
H a lifa x  a . m . / 5 / l l  f o r  n e ce ssa ry  in s p e c t io n  and 
arrangements f o r  transhipm ent programme. A n t ic i 
pa te  48 hours w i l l  be r e q u ire d  f o r  transhipm ent 
at H a lifa x  and th a t U .8. T ran sports  w i l l  be ready 
to  s a i l  a .m ./9 .  C. O.A. C. H a lifa x  w i l l  r e p o r t  
any r e v is io n  o f  above programme.
(N .S.H . Ottawa, 1626Z/20 to  B .A .D .)



War Diary,

U.S.N.
Coniimini cat long.

ROODS £EE 
relief.

Enemy Unit.

HIGHLAND
PRINCESS.

EXCAMBION.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

20.10.1941. 
Monday._____

America & West Indies. - Contd.

Your 1527/17. Navy Department will retransmit 
iGroups to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa direct by W/T. Request 
necessary passing instructions may be inserted 
in preface using cable groups.
(B. A. D. , 1711R/20 to Admty).

Admiralty 2208/6/10. Re most suitable tugs 
available to relieve ROODE ZEE.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1843Z/20 to C. in C. A.W. I. )

By D/F at 1443Z/20, Bearings of enemy surface 
vessel, 76 groups 4-letter code. T.0.0. 
1547/20. (D.D.I.C. , 1917A/20 to Alusna for 
Opnav, etc)
0.1.C. Comment. These bearings indicate a 
position within 300 miles of 30° S., 122° W.

Your 1939/19. Midship New York embarking up 
to 150 civilian personnel for passage U.K. in 
HIGHLAND PRINCESS to arrive Halifax p.m./23. 
Anticipate less than 100 service personnel,
100 civilian technical corps, and 100 civilians 
including women will embark Halifax.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1933Z/20 to Admty).
My 1933/20. Midship, New York, reports 
HIGHLAND PRINCESS sailing delayed, machinery 
defects, but will sail to arrive Halifax 0900Z/24 
and can proceed immediately after embarking 
personnel.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 2123Z/20 to Admty).

Following for C.C.3.0. from M.S.W.
EXCAMBION 17/10 Lisbon for Bermuda has one case 
of commerical documents covered by EXPASS 1086. 
Ship must be detained during examination of case 
on board unless Master should elect voluntarily 
to land case to avoid delay. Understand case 
is accessible for removal.
(D.E.W.D. 1936A/20 to C. in C. A.W. I.)

/Kerguelen
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Monday.

Australia.
Kerguelen 
Cruise^ 
Escort of 
U.S.13.

In view offrequent reports that Kerguelen Island 
is used by enemy raiders C. in C. E. I. has been 
asked to send AUSTRALIA there in near future.
She will also lay magnetic mines in likely 
anchorages. She will not therefore be available 
to escort U.S.13. CORNWALL could be made availabl 
to provide this escort from Fremantle but it 
would be of great assistance if you were able 
to provide escort for a portion of the route and 
so avoid two of C. in C. E.I. 8*' cruisers being 
detached on distant service simultaneously 
(A.C.N.S. (F) 1956A/20 to A. C.N.B. )

J t+%'2

t
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South
Atlantic.
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20.10.1941.
Monday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.
Following has Been read S S 3 S 7.43 N.,14.20 W. 
BRITISH MARINER torpedoed engine room.
(Freetown W/T, 0400Z/20.)
British, tanker, 6996 tons. Trinidad to 
Freetown.

Admty. 1559C/19 (S.B.N.O. Murmansk's) SUFFOLK 
informed. Russian staff confirm that ship was 
suns by torpedo.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1550C/20 to Admty.)

Your 0410A/19 and A.T.2209A/16.
Request if any special steps were taken for 
safety of this valuable ship in view of known 
concentration of U-Boats in approaches to 
Gibraltar and considerable A/S forces available. 
Consideration should be given to the occasional 
use of territorial waters when it is not 
possible to provide an adequate escort. 
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1728A/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Reply 2240/21.
INVERLEE has sunk.(D.O.R.,21/10.)

Have picked up 22 survivors 4 Spanish stowaways 
from American Ship. LEHIGH in 008° 47' N., 
(7014°) 00' W. Ship torpedoed 0900/19 in 008° 
26' N., 014° (?37') W.
Two more boats with wounded personnel not 
located. Am proceeding Bathurst 21 knots.
No men killed as result of torpedoing.
(VIMY, 2100N/20, to Admty.)

Submarines Reported.
The following sightings of U boats and A/S 
contacts have been reported on 3.A. Station 
during the last 14 days.

Nature
Date and time. Reported by. Position, of Report.

1705/6 WRESTLER. 08.44 
15.25

Possible 
c/t at 
4 miles.

1100/7 LAERTES. 06.10 rammed
03.23 possible

U-boat
1600/15. A/C. 13.26 Sighting

17.07. U boat Co.
350°6knot

1801/17. WALLFLOWER. 09.35 
16.02

A/S con
tact
attacked 
with two 
patterns.

/0500/19
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Contd.
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0700C.

1210C.

17300.

20.10.1941. 
Monday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

48 <|

Submarines Reported.
Nature

Date and time. Reported by. Position, of Report.
0500/19. VIMY. 04.50

15.05
D.F.U.boat 
(?Homing.) 
signals.

0300/20. BRITISH
MARINER.

07.43
14.20.

torpedoed.

0823/20. A/C. 14.31
19.53

sighting, 
estimate 
one hit.

0940/20. A/C. 07.15
15.37

sighting 
on surface 
later 
submerged.

All positions N., and W., all times Z + 1. 
(C. in C.S.A., 023511/20, to Admty.)

Following has been read from TURCOMAN. 13/M 
bearing distance and course unknown, position 
231C SL 68S03.
(Freetown W/T, 0315N/20, to Admty.)
Position indecipherable.

Am over enemy submarine in 007° 15* N., 015° 
37 1 W .(A/C B Sqdn., 0940/20 to C. in C.S.A.)

Bearing by D/F at 0700C/20th position of enemy 
U-Boat was 070° 55’ 038° 12’ reliable fix. 
Admty., pass to SUFFOLK.
(S.B.N.O., North Russia, 1025C/20 to Admty.)

Bearing by D/F at (?1210C)/20 positions enemy 
U-boat was 068° 34’ 039° 52’, reliable fix. 
Admty., pass to SUFFOLK.
(S.B.N.O., North Russia, 1246C/20 to Admty.)

Estimated TJ/B dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C. 1426A/20.)

By D/F at 1730C/20 position of U Boat was 
068° 44' 038° 10', unreliable fix.
(S.B.N.O., North Russia, 18250/20, to Admty.)
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Submarines Attacked.
By A/C The following have been read by Freetown W/T.
S.Atlantic^ Am over enemy S/M in 14.31 N., 19.53 W.

(A/C duty E, 0800/20.)Have attacked enemy with depth charges, estimate 
1 hit.
(A/C duty E., 0802/20.)

Daily Op. Summ., No. 95 Sqdn. 1 Sunderland anti
submarine air patrol sighted U boat in position 
7.15 N., 15.37 W., 9 miles away. No attack 
made. No focusing point. No.200 Sqdn.
1 Hudson patrol, sighted U boat in 14.31 N.,
19.53 Y/. 4 bombs dropped estimated 1 hit.
Airborne 0700 remained in the area until relieved 
by Sunderland. Landed 1345 Sunderland airborne 
1051 still on patrol. Times G.M.T.
(Freetown, 2000/20, to Air Ministry.)

By VERONICA
18/loV

U/B possibly destroyed in 57.01N., 22.10 V/., at 
1543/18. Details of attack. (Capt. D. 
Londonderry, 2214A/20 to C. in C.W.A.''
See Lion Copy.

By A/C 
19/10.

Italian U/B attacked by Beaufort off Crete. 
(H.Q., R.A.F., M.E., 1114/20.)
See Mediterranean.



SECRET MESS AGE 2214/A/20 October
From: Capt. (D) Londonderry 

______________________ ?/L BY T/P

Date: 
Reed:

21,10-. 41*
0120

Addressed: c, in C. Western Approaches, Capt. D. Greenock, 
Capt, D. Liverpool, D.A/S.W.

IN,

Preliminary report of attack on U boat by VERONICA,
Position 57 dogs, 1 tain, north 22 deg, 10 rain, west wind \? N W  
cloudy, visibility 7, moderate sea long heavy swell*
At 1500/13 steering G 40 E U boat surfaced bearing S 45 E 
range 5000 yards. Before fire could be opened U boat dived 
but at 1513 contact was gained 3 50 E 1400 yards opening 
inclination. Contact was intermittent being 1 st at 1200, 600, 
n.nd finally at 200 yards. Clear echo in phones but little 
trace on recorder go 10 charge pattern setting C fired by stop 
watch at 1510, 2nd attack echo faint moving slowly right 
closing inclination. Recorder broke down for 4 minutes 
no trace SO 10 charge pattern setting C fired at 1531 by stop 
watch 26 seconds after contact lost at 300 yards, 3rd attack 
g\ od echo moving slowly right opening inclination* H E 
hoard at 500 yards. At 1539 5 charge pattern sotting D fired 
from poor recorder trace. 1543 heavy under water explosion, 
1546 doubtful echo which faded almost immediately, 1550 
5 charge pattern setting D by recorder on stationary target 
fired over position of 3rd attack. 1556 fired 4 charge pattern 
setting E by recorder on same position, - Heavy deep charge of 
starboard thrower brought up dark oily substance and there 
was n distinct 3tncll of oil. Box sweep-carried > ut from 1600 
to 1330 but apart from smell e«c o i 1 at 1 /00 t o t h i n r  ho r
was found. Consider U boat was possibly destr- yod by 3rd 
attack.

2214/A/20
Advance copy Ops. O.D. 0,1,0, DA/S,'7.

1st Lord 
1st S» L ,
4th S, L»
V.C.N.SU 
A • C , • G •
A * 0 • .a • G •
r, r\ tt c< x» • e>. W , o •
Nav. Sec, 
N.A. 1st e«  -Li,

D.P.D.
D.S.D, (3) 
M. (2)

✓
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Home Commands.

Search for KRAKOWIAK left Falmouth at 2356 today to R/V
U-boat and with KUJAWIAK from Convoy P.W. 53, to intercept
trawlers. and destroy a U-boat believed to be operating

with 4 trawlers, probably Spanish, which were 
sighted at 1400 today in approx. 50° 50' N.,
105 15' W., and to send the trawlers in to 
Penzance. 6 aircraft of 19 Group are to sweep 
to 8.W. of Sc illy Isles a.m./22. Nothing was 
sighted and the destroyers were ordered to return 
at 0730A/24.

Force G. PRINCE OF WALES (Flag of Admiral Sir Tom Phillips,
C. in C. Eastern Fleet) will leave U.K. shortly 
escorted by ELECTRA and EXPRESS, for Singapore 
via the Cape. For security reasons this force 
will be known as Force G from 1200/24 until 
further orders. The Flag of V. A. 2 will be 
transferred from PRINCE OF WALES to RENCWN at 
0900/25.

British Air Operations,

Bomber Command last night resumed its raids 
on enemy objectives. 181 aircraft attacked 
Bremen, Wilhelmshaven, Emben and Antwerp. 
Minor attacks were made on Hamburg and 
Weserraunde areas, and the docks at Rotterdam.

Blenheims with fighter escort attacked a convoy 
today off Ijmuiden and apparently damaged two 
ships.
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Enemy Air Operations.
Bombs were dropped on Merseyside last night, 
but no naval or shipping damage is reported.

Enemy aircraft dropped 8 H.E. and some I.Bs. 
in Dover at 1855 causing considerable civilian 
but no naval damage or casualties.

Mining,
Mines were laid by aircraft last night off the 
Frisian Islands and Sassnitz.

The Humber was re-opened at 1016A today. 
Liverpool was opened at 1325.

4 South Atlantic.
LAVENDER and BERGAMOT are to search the 
Fernando De Noronha - 3t. Pauls Rocks area 
for possible enemy supply ships and U-boats, 
on their way from South America to Freetown.
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2 1 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 .T u esd ay .

M e d ite r ra n e a n .
. ,  As from  to d a y  th e  e a s t e r n  l i m i t  o f  th e

M e d ite r ra n e a n  S t a t i o n  i s  ex te n d e d  to  4 5 ° 5 ’ E . , S .N .O . Red S ea w ith  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t  Suez i s  to  be r e s p o n s ib l e  t o  C. in  C. M ed., h i s  t i t l e  b e in g  changed  to  F. O.C. Red 3 e a . Aden W/T S t a t i o n  i s  to  rem ain  o p e r a t i v e l y  u n d e r  C. i n  C. E. I .

The Red S ea  F o rc e  w i l l  be form ed by RATNAGIRI, BATHURST, INDUS, LI3M0RE and NETRAVATI from  E a s t  I n d ie s  Command and FALMOUTH, PARRAMATTA and 3H0REHAM d e t a i l e d  by C. i n  C. Med.

AURORA and PENELOPE a r r iv e d  a t  M a lta  a t  0915A to d a y  w i th  LIVELY and LANCE. T hese 4  s h ip s  w i l l  be known a s  F o rc e  K and w i l l  be o p e ra te d  by V.A. M a lta  w h i l s t  b a sed  a t  M a lta .

6 B lenheim s a t  1210 a t t a c k e d  a  m erch an t s h ip  m arked w i th  th e  name o f  3 .3 .  DIVONA (F re n c h )  and  l e f t  h e r  on f i r e ,  and a ls o  b lew  up a 600 to n  s c h o o n e r , b e l i e v e d  to  be c a r r y in g  p e t r o l ,  b o th  n e a r  Ras Maamoura.

GNAT was to rp e d o e d  by a U -bo a t a t  0445 to d a y  in  32° 6 ’ N ., 25° 30* E . ,  w h i l s t  r e t u r n i n g  from  T obruk . GRIFFIN to o k  h e r  i n  tow and  s h e  was b ro u g h t s a f e l y  to  A le x a n d r ia .  13 / 10.

4 W e ll in g to n s  bombed B en g haz i h a rb o u r  l a s t  n ig h t .  18 M ary lands o f  3. A .A .F . bombed th e  h a rb o u r  and s h ip p in g  t h i s  m o rn in g .

AJAX, HOBART and GALATEA bom barded a b a t t e r y  e a s t  o f  TObruk l a s t  n i g h t ,  b u t  s h e l l i n g  o f  T obruk  c o n tin u e d .
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East Indies.
AUSTRALIA arrived at Colombo to load mines 
to lay in likely anchorages at Kerguelen.

China.
The Japanese Navy is now on a war footing.

U-Boat Campaign.
. 89 S.L. 89 was attacked at 2105A today in 51° 28’ N., 

18° 55*, W . , 3.3.SER3IN0 was torpedoed and sunk. 
TREVERBYN is missing.

AURANIA was struck by a torpedo in about 50° 45' 
N. , 18° 48’ W., about 0240Z today but was able to 
proceed to the Clyde where 3he arrived at 1544A/23

Nothing has been heard of GLADIOLUS since 
16/10, when she was with Convoy S.C. 48 which 
was attacked by U-boats. It is thought she 
may have been torpedoed, but there is no evidence

A Catalina on special patrol attacked a U-boat 
with depth charges at 1830 today, 380 miles west 
of the Fastnet and estimates one hit.
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Policy,
A fast motor boat left Sweden for U.K. p.m./l8. 
If encountered, any assistance asked for is to 
"be rendered. (C. in C. Nore lh30A/2l).

AUDACITY’S 1625A/18. Intend to operate AUDACITY 
from Gibraltar during winter with O.G. and H.G. 
convoys and also Sierra Leone convoys when 
escort situation permits. 2. Concur in 
AUDACITY'S proposal to embark 8 aircraft. Con
sider a further h Martlets should be shipped to 
Gibraltar for AUDACITY at first opportunity and 
that disembarked aircraft and personnel of 
No. 802 Squadron should also be based on 
Gibraltar. (C. in C. VILA. 185UA/21 to Admty.).

Admiralty 1902A/10. Request dates on which 
trawlers will be ready for service.
(C. in C. H.F. 22h5A/23}

Co-operation with Russia.
War Registry has been notified that communications 
have been re-established with Admiral Miles' 
Mission, but that they are not too good and 
signals should be kept down to as few as possible. 
H.W.R. 21/10.

Ice now forming on river, but Russians consider 
too early to last. Ice reports will be made 
regularly in future. (SB.N.O. Archangel 0920C/21) 
See Shipping.

Following is co-ordinating signal of operational 
situation and developments since communication 
with you has been interrupted.
2. (A) SUFFOLK, IMPULSIVE and ESCAPADE sailed 
from Archangel 19/10 to carry out operation in 
Svaerholthavet on night 21/22, then to U.K.
(B) NORMAN waiting at Archangel to embark T.U.C. 
delegation for return to U.K. No present 
knowledge of whereabouts of delegation.
(C) LEDA, GOSSAMER, and HUSSAR at Archangel. 
Carrying out M/S and A/S sweeps.
(D) HARRIER, BRITOMART, SALAMANDER and HALCYON 
sailed Archangel lk/10, HARRIER and BRITOMART 
reconnoitring Spitsbergen en route. These two 
ships arrived Longyearby p.m. 19th and found 
German air borne meteorological party which 
had arrived same day. HARRIER captured some 
equipment but all German personnel escaped by 
air. These h British minesweepers now returning 
to U.K.

/(E)
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From:- B.A.D. Washington

Naval Cypher (D) by cable

Date. 22.10,41 
Feed, 0Q12

.831. Your 1055 19th August and my 0935 8th October, 
Official reply has now heen received from Navy Department 
and will he sent to Admiralty hy air. Following" is a 
summary referring to the points contained, in ref.1055/19 
August from Admiralty:~

(a) U.S. (?Navies) consider area proposed satisfactory 
as to definition.

(b> No decision as to declaration hy U.S.A. will he 
taken before outbreak of hostilities.

(c) As a general proposition U.S. policy is
substantially the sane in regard, to unrestricted 
warfare as that of the U.IC. but justification 
for unrestricted warfare, whether hy S/Ms or 
by A/0, need not necessarily depend upon prior 
similar action in that area hy an enemy of the 
U.S.A. Nevertheless the U.S. Chiefs of Staff 
consider this subject should not repetition not 
he raised with U.S. Government at present time 
since it would he impracticable for that 
Govemnent to adopt any policy other than the one 
which has heretofore been set forth on numerous 
occasions.

(d) U.S. Government has adopted phrase '’strategical 
areas” meaning area from which it is necessary 
to exclude merchant ships and merchant aircraft 
to prevent damage to such ships and aircraft 
or to prevent such ships and aircraft from 
obtaining information which, if transmitted to 
the enemy would be detrimental to our own 
forces.

(ii) The U.S. Chiefs of Staff recommend no further 
action except to acquaint appropriate military authorities 
intthe Far East with these decisions.

1831R/21
1st Lord 
1st S.L. 
4th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.

Adi. Bellairs 
E.P.S.
N.I.D.10

A,C.N.S.(F)
AjCjN.S.(T)(2)
Sec,
N.A. 1st S.L. 
P.A.S.(S)

D.D.O.D.(F) 
D.C.
D.D.I.C.

¥• China Dist D.oi P.C2)
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<2|st October, 
22.10.41c

IN

y/3

CYPHER
TO: Air Ministry Whitehall Repeated 30 Mission.
V/X,4732 YAG.47. 21/10,

Reference my 45 20/10.
^Preliminary investigation snows radiator burst on 

/ /a'-' o-l Prime Movers and 4 out of 6 Diesel 
v'T̂ n?rfj1'',(?J'?So, Damage to cylinder block cannot vet be a^uercamea as most vehicj.es already loaded on° train.
, . Suggest you issue immediately instructions to all
ucspatcn authorities that drain of radiator must be 
ceroified on load for this destination.

1000/21.
Received from Air Ministry 2155/22 

Air Ministry distribution:
1st LordVo-uQ
*1 rid- n  t  
- L o u  Do . i Js

4th S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H)
A.G.N.S.(T)(2)
It A.1st S.Lo 
Ds of P0(2)
DoO.D.(H)
D.D.O.D. (H)
D.N.I.(4)
D0 M. S.
I.P.(2)
D.

Dtfoy Capt.
Hd„ of M.
D.T.S.D.
D. D.I.C.
E. P.S.
D.T.D.(2)
DoT.D.(M)
Admiral Herman Hodge.

Do Do Mov,
D.W.O.(Action)
D. of Sigs.
Plans.1.
D.A.F.L.
A.F.L.2.(R)

Additional Circu, 22/10/41.
Authy. Flans.1. A.M.S.0., A.M.P., 
Co A.So5 V.CoAoS., D.C.A.S., 
A.C.A.S.(1) D. of Plans.,
A.1o3.A©1•, Do Go 0o, Do of 0o j 
D.G.E., D.S. M., D. of P., W.0.9., 
V/.0.5., S.6s, Plans 1,, Admiralty 
Brig. Firebrace(War Office),
Mr. Coote (For. Office).
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Co-operation with Russia.
(E) Convoy P.Q.2. left Scapa for Archangel 17/10 
expects to arrive entrance to White Sea 0700A/28. 
Escort NORFOLK, 2 destroyers, and three fleet 
minesweepers.
(F) Convoy Q.P.2 sails for U.K. about 2/11.
(G) TIGRIS left Murmansk for U.K. 20/10.
(H) S.B.N.O. North Russia is urging C. in C. 
Northern Fleet to take more active A/S and 
A/A steps in White Sea area.
3. In view of poor communications it is not 
intended to pass you the actual signals covering 
para. 2 above.
4. For same reason as in para. 3 request you 
will report if you wish S.B.N.O. North Russia to 
become responsiblefbr standard procedure laid 
down in para. 3 of A.M. 1859/30 August. 
(A.C.N.S.iH^ 1633A/21 to Ad. Miles).

My 18330/20, para, two and C. in C. H.F. 1824A/18. 
Consider little result can be expected from 
Soviet A/S patrols.
(Two) Intend to visit Archangel in the near 
future to investigate this matter.
(Three) Up to date no enemy mines have been 
found and weather makes laying mines by A/C 
increasingly difficult. Consider submarines 
operating 'White Sea approaches a greater potential 
danger at the moment than mines.
Recommend that British minesweepers, after 
refuelling and rest at Archangel, proceed Iokanskje 
-sweeping channel en route and carry out A/S 
patrols from there, re-sweeping channel prior 
to arrival or departure of a convoy, leaving 
intermediate sweeping to Soviet minesweepers. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1801C/21).

Movements.
Sailed in company for Freetown calling Azores 
approximately 31/10 for fuel. JAY and KENNET 
coaling at Fayal and MYRLAND oiling Ponta 
Delgada. (N.O.I.C. Greenock 0814A/21).
My 0814A/21. Ships have put into Campbeltown
due to JAY being unable to keep steam with
poor coal supplied. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 1749A/21).

/SEALION
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HOkE GOLil.iANDS,

21 .10 , 191+1 .
Tuesday,

Movements-Gontd.
Intend to sail SEALION at 1500/22 diving by 
day to R/V with WHITE BEAR at 0715/21+ off 
Lizard Head for escort to Scapa arriving a.m./28 
thence in accordance with F.O.S. 173UA/13.
(Capt. S.5. 0913A/21 to A.O.O.S.)
My 0915A / 21. Route in English Channel as 
follows. (Capt. S.5. 0917A/21).

Scapa departure 0801, 1+th S.O. M/S Flotilla 
in FITZROY with^ ELGIN, LYDD, ROSS,and rainesweeping 
trawlersNONALDSAY, CAVA, GAPE NYEMETZKY.
(A.C.O.S. 0925A721).

S/M H.31 passing Sand Head Buoy at dusk 22nd 
diving by day through following positions to 
R/V at 0730A/25 October in 180* Lizard Head 
5 miles. (Capt. S.7 1011+A/21).

Admiralty's 121+8A/11+. To allow a small margin 
for bad weather at Greenock intend to sail 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN to arrive Greenock p.m./26. 
Ship should be ready for docking on 28/10;
(C. in C. H.F. 1157A/21).

Your 10372/19th approved. (A.C.I.C. 1202/21 
to PETUNIA).

At 11+00A/21+ intend to sail BREDA to meet TIGRIS 
in 269° Muckle Flugga 5 miles at 0800A/26 and 
escort her thence by same route to arrive Clyde 
0600A/28.
N.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to arrange 
Fighter protection for return passage at S. of A. 
of 11 knots. (Capt. S.7. 1221A/21).

Your 1755/16 and my 0913/20. A.F.D. XIV 
requires depending. Weather permitting 
intend vessel enters Tyne Dock p.m. tomorrow. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 1330/21).

/PRINCE
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Movements-Contd.

PRINCE OF Y/ALES, wearing the Flag of Admiral 
Sir Tom Phillips, C. in C. Eastern Fleet, and 
escorted by ELECTRA and EXPRESS will leave U.K. 
shortly for Singapore via the Cape.
2. For security reasons this force will be 
known as Force "G" from Noon/2ij. until further 
orders. (A.C.N.S. (_F) 16U8A/21).

Admiralty 1158A/16 and C. in C. Portsmouth 
1057A/18. Escort can be provided from Clyde 
to Lizard Head for 5 Armed Merchant Cruisers 
leaving Clyde 26/10. Request confirmation 
that onward escort can be arranged from Lizard 
Head to destination. (C. in C. W.A. 1912A/21).

Admiralty’s 1332A/13. EAGLE is to proceed to 
the Clyde, where she is to disembark all air
worthy aircraft to Machrihanish for disposal 
as in R.A.N.A.S. 1211/lU.
2. FURY, FORESTER and FORESIGHT will also 
proceed to the Clyde.
3. EAGLE is to be sailed from the Clyde to 
arrive at Liverpool in time to dock A.M./l/ll. 
Ship will be taken in hand for urgent defects. 
i+. Date of completion is to be 15/11. 
(Controller 19U4A/21).

Is anything known of whereabouts of PICTOU.
(C. in C. W.A. 2012A/21 to C.C.N.F.)
Your 2012A/21. No definite information. From 
CHAMBLY's 0852Z/20 we assumed she was joining. 
O.N.S. 25. (C.C.N.F. 221Z4.Z/21 to C. in C. W.A.)

Request you will sail HAVELOCK and HARVESTER 
at 0900/22 to Moville. (C. in C. W.A. 2 1 3 W 2 1  
to F.O.I.C. Liverpool).

VANQUISHER and WITCH sailed in accordance with 
C. in C. W.A. 19HA/21 and 1730A/21.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 2225A/21).

LONDON is to sail from Scapa as necessary 
to pass 22 A. buoy at 1100A/ and Tyne Pier Head 
at l600Aon 25th(2) C. in C. Rosyth is requested to 
orovide S.A. escort from 22A buoy. (C. in C. 
H.F. 2242A/21 to LONDON).
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Operations.
Intend 3 M.L's - 192 (S.O.) 267 and 268 - to carry 
out anti E-Boat Patrol tonight on line between 
220° St. Albans Head 1+ miles and 120° Anvil 
Point 1+ miles. M.L’s to leave Harbour at 
Dusk and return at Dawn. (P.O.I.C. Portland 
1152A/21).
Patrol tonight.
(i) Two M.G.B's Q.E. (iii) Shift to Q.E. (ii) 
at 0001/22.
(ii) Three M.L's Q.E.1+ (A).
(iii) Two M.L's and 3 M.G.B's returning to 
Harwich from Eastward at Daylight.
(C. in C. More 1603A/21).
Departure M.L's 105, 106.
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1711+A/21).
Departure M.G.B's 61, 63, 58. (P.O.I.C.
Harwich 1731A/21).

Two M/L's on O.D. 5 . Three M/L's leave Dover 
at 221+0 in an Easterly direction returning 
at 01+25/22 from the same direction.
(V.A. Dover 1721A/21).
My 1721A. Add two M.T.B's leave Dover at 201+5/21 
on a southerly course returning about 0230/22.
(V.A. Dover 2055A/21).

Your 1730A/21. Aircraft reports four trawlers 
believed Spanish in 50° 51' N. 10° 16' W., 
course 120°, 6 knots, at 11+00/21. Trawlers 
fired white Verys lights. A swirl was then seen 
1-g- miles to Northward of trawlers. Possible 
U-boat. (C. in C. Plymouth 191+1+A/21).
Pour trawlers sighted in about 050° 50' N.
10° 15' W. at 11+00/21. Two steering 120° 
approximately, two steering west speed 6 knots. 
One pair fired Very's lights after which swirl 
of possible U-boat nearby. Object. To intercept 
and destroy U-boat and secondly send trawlers 
into Penzance. KUJAWIAK is to leave P.W. 53 
and proceed north of Scilly Isles to pass 
through 01+9° 35' N. 7° W. at 0600/22. KRAKOWIAK 
is to proceed to be in 1+9° N. 6° 10' W. at 
0600/22. Ships are then to proceed to R/V 
in 01+9° 15' N. 060° 1+5 ' W. at 0730/22. If 
no contact with enemy by this time proceed 
north westward. 19 Group carrying out sweep 
to south west of Scilly Isles a.m./22 with 6 
aircraft. (C. in C. Plymouth 2033/21 to 
KRAKOWIAK, KUJAWIAK).
Departure KRAKOWIAK. (P.O.I.C. Palmouth 
2356/ 2 1).
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British Air Activity.

3 Catalina Q/209 shadow and report tanker.
11+55 airborne Pembroke Dock 20/10/1+1.
181+5 WDCJ 1+5U7 message from base "HERMIONE 
attempting interception". 2055 JDGA 1+720 message
from base "Abandon patrol".
(R.A.F. Pembroke Dock 0953/21).

P.R.U. Oslo and Kristiansand has taken off. 
Also "Hornli". (C. in C. Rosyth 1158/21). 
"Stab", "Bert", "Stand" now in operation. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1519/21).

On day 19th and Night 19/20 no operations 
owing to weather. On Night 20/21 Bremen, 
Wilhelmshaven, Emden, Antwerp and Cuxhaven 
were bombed. (H.Q.B.C. 11+30/21).

Your 09j>1+/20, para. (E). Provided by one 
Whitley A/C. (C. in C. Rosyth 1611/21 to R.A.M).

My 1532/15. On arrival in Clyde ARGUS is to 
disembark damaged aircraft and stores and 
prepare to load 21+ R.A.F. Hurricanes for a 
further ferry trip. The two Swordfish of 
8l8 Squadron are to be retained for this opera
tion. (A.C.N.S. H. 19U2A/21 to ARGUS).

Enemy Air Activity;

You have probably been reported by enemy A /G  
who report ship with destroyer escort in 
071° 55’ N. 051+° 50' E. at 0930C/21. 
(S.B.N.0. North Russia 1221C/21 to SUFFOLK).

1+ aircraft 70° N. 25° B., course northerly. 
(Murmansk w/T 13500/21 to SUFFOLK).
My 13̂ 00;. 1+ enemy bombers left Banak at Ij oOC 
Northbound. (S.B.N.0. North Russia 151+60/21 
to SUFFOLK).

RASK abandoned and presumed sunk after direct 
hit during attack by three H.E. 115's at 1930A/20 
(corrected later to 1950A/19) twelve miles S.E. 
of Tuskar. Four survivors including array gunner 
landed at Newport, sick second mate and three 
bodies landed at Rosslare by Steamship WALLACE 
ROSE. Five of crew including Master put offinmotor 
boat and landed near Blackv/ater. Five others 
drowned. One Army gunner lost.
(N.O.I.C. Newport 2051+A/21) See also N.0.I.C
Newport 1303A/22.
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HOME COMMANDS.
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Mining.
Port of Liverpool will'open at 1300 today. 
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 0927721).
Port now open. (F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1325/21).

Garry out operation H.G. Dates amended to 
read 21/22 October. (C. in G. Plymouth 0933/21). 
Sailed 1330 WELSHMAN, MANXMAN.
(0. in G. Plymouth 1406/21;.

Intend to carry out operation N.P. 25 tonight. 
(V.A. Dover 0951A/21).

Humber is open to navigation. (F.O. Humber 
1016A/21).
At 0714 today Sweepers detonated magnetic mine. 
Details. (F.O. Humber 1845A/21).

2 S.A. Mines detonated on 19/10 as follows. 
Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 1041/21).
1 magnetic mine detonated at 2000/19. Details. 
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 1132/21).

(1) My 1042A/14. Garry out Operation Q.K. (3) 
tonight, alternative operations Q.K. (4) (9) (10).
(2) Supporting force one unit of M.G.B's patrol
ling between Thornton Ridge and Flushing.
(3) On return from their respective operations 
M.L’s and M.G.B’s must use full recognition 
procedure. (C. in G. Nore 1108A/21 to BEEHIVE.)

Request you will repeat operation "Tincture” 
by p.m. /2 3 in the manner described in my 
1207A/10/9. (D.M.S. 1849A/21 to F.O.I.C.
Milford Haven).

Departure PORT QUEBEC and NEWARK. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Z.A. 2245/21).

Enemy Intelligence.
My 1751/16. Learn from interception that 
another German destroyer length 416 feet is 
expectedto dock for examination at Akers yard 
shortly. Graded A.2. (N.A. Stockholm 1651/21)
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Navi gat ional.
Navigational 
aids to 
East Coast of 
Iceland.

Request you will reply to A.M. 1559A/3 at your 
earliest convenience.
(D.O.D. H. , 1252A/21 to C. in C. H.F. )

South
Shipwash
Buoy.

South Shipwash gas buoy relit. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1556A/21).

Technical.
Signals. A.F.O.S. 2/41 Table 6 Line 9 insert VIK

ICELAND (c) ) MXO.

Casualties & Defects.
V/orklngton. Port of V/orkington is closed to all vessels 

exceeding 500 tons owing to stranding of 
S.S. TOWER FIELD in Workington Channel. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 0938A/21)

M.L. 303. Sustained slight damage at 0710 today when 
leaving Imperial Dock, Leith. Vessel is sea
worthy. (N.0.I.C. Methil, 1234/21)

SAN CTA 
BRIGID4 
(Motor Boat).

•
Cancel my 1554/20. N.A.B. SANCTA BRIGIDA delayed 
by recurrence of defect. (F.O.I.C. Milford 
Haven, 1254/21)

VICTORIOUS. VICTORIOUS has sustained following damage 
due to heavy weather.*(C. in C. H.F., 2358A/21) 
♦Ship is seaworthy.
Shipping & Convoys.

E.C.87. Proceeding via route P.
(FOXTROT, 0040/21)
Cancel my 0040. E.C.87 now proceeding via route 
"G". (FOXTROT, 0105/21)
2 ships of E.C. 87 proceeded route P unescorted. 
Pentland Race too much for escort COTILLION 
to get through. (FOXTROT 0430/21)

/Q. P. 2
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Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.

(One) (1) Ships in Q.F. 2 will load 7,000 tons 
chrome ore and 2,000 tons magnesite.
(2) Russians indicate possibility further supplies 
chrome ore, which would be very useful for 
putting ships propellers well down for ice 
protection. Please advise if Ministry of Supply 
intend negotiating further supplies for 
shipment thie year. (Maclay, Archangel, 0915C/21) 
Ice now forming on river but Russians consider 
too early to last. Do not anticipate escorts 
from P.Q.2 will have difficulty in proceeding 
up harbour. Escorts from P. Q. 3 may have to 
use Murmansk or Iocheva.
(3. B.N.0. Archangel, 0920C/21)

Proceed forthwith to Loch Ewe and refuel.
In view of defects in VENOMOUS you are to take 
over temporary duties of S.0. first escort 
group escorting O.N.28.
Convoy documents are in SABRE.
(C. in C. W.A., 1324A/26 to V/E3TC0TT).

Your 2221R/20. Confirm that destroyers referred 
to in A.M. 1248/19 are R.N.
It is proposed that destroyers at present 
escorting C. T. 4 should return to U.K. as 
escort for PASTEUR, EMPIRE CONDOR and EMPIRE 
CURLEW. (D.O.D. H., 1652A/21 to B.A.D. Y/ashington)

A.M. 1755A/17. Request following items be 
included in agenda.
1. Fuelling at Azores.
2. Convoys escorted by U.3. Authorities
(A) Promulgation of situation reports for V/estern 
half of Atlantic.
(B) Are their escorts complying with procedure 
laid down in 573A Z?.
3. Daily U-boat signal desirability of promul
gating in areas as for Western Approaches 
situation report.
4. Present rules for breaking W/T silence by 
independents require revision: lack of information 
by owners of expected time of arrival entails 
loss of shipping time (E.G. Colombo and Calcutta)
5. importance of D/F Bearings obtained 
by D/F Guardships needs stressing to the latter 
and to Commodores.
6. Importance of N.C.S.O's at home and overseas 
informing escorts which merchant ships are 
available for D/F Guards and whether Commodore is 
fitted with R/T
7. Promulgation of new diversion orders in 
I.C.0.C.25 to all escorts in Western Approaches 
North Atlantic and South Atlantic commands and 
American and Canadian escorts.
8. Distribution of reports of interviews with 
survivors by casualty section to Cs. in C.

/concerned...•
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concerned.
9. Instructions in N.C.S.I. 251 to be stressed 
to N.C.S.O's at home and oversea.
10. Use of North Channels for inward and outward 
convoys as well as the Minches.
(C. in C. Y/.A. , 2019A/21 to D.T.D. )
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Raiders.
Intelligence. My 1827A/15.

1. Civil Aircraft sighted tanker in 44° 07*
N., 10° 07' W., course 260°, speed 12 knots, 
at 1050/20. Possibly outward bound supply 
ship for raiders of U/Boats.
2. AAGTEKERK sighted unidentified ship at 
1900/14 in 08° 30' N. , 51° 30’ W. , course 282°
18 knots. Possibly U.S. BRAZIL.
3. Nothing to confirm WARRIOR as raider casualty 
Probably sunk by U-boat vicinity St. Pauls Rock.
4. PACIFIC now seriously overdue Colombo
5. .^POLYPHEMUS overdue Balboa since 14/10 from 
Auckland. Possibly attacked about 26/9.
6. D/F at 1443Z/20 of unit within 300 miles of 
30°S., 122° W. Equally likely raider or supply 
ship. (D.D.I.C., 2342/21 to Cs. in C. etc).

North Atlantic.
ANTWERP, C. in C. S.A. 's 2057N/19 not to Admiralty.
MALINES. Please instruct ANTWERP, MALINE3 Fleet Tug
BRIGAND. BRIGAND to paS3 position 027° 00* N., 025S 30’W.

Then as ordered. (F.O.C.N.A., 0950A/21 to 
N.C.3.0. Ponta Delgada).

0.24 F.O.C.N.A., 1010A/21. See Med.

SURVILLE Departure 20th for Albufeira to complete loading
(French!. Cargo Bean3 and Fish meal.

(R.O. Oporto, 1129/21, to M.E.W. , 1017/21 to 
D. of 3.T. )

French Gibraltar 0845/21. French minesweeper LA
Shipping. GRACIEU3E French 3hips A3TREE, NANCEEN,

STRA3B0URGE0IS, DAHOMEY all laden eastbound. 
(S.O.(I) Gib., 1703A/21 to Admty C. in C. Med),

/Motor



MOST SECRET,

V/ar Diary.

Motor
Launches,

French
Ships,

WILD SWAN.

DOMINE.

FOREIGN ̂ STATIONS.

506
21.10.1941. 
Tuesday,_____

North A t la n t ic . -  Contd.

A .T .1943/8. Out o f  15 Motor Launches at 
G ibra ltar i t  has only proved p oss ib le  to maintain 
nine and sometimes ten serv icea b le . Main causes 
o f  u n se rv ice a b ility  are continual engine 
defects owing to unsuitable design , la ck  o f  
spares, absence o f  base repa ir s t a f f  and 
shortage o f  s k i l le d  labour in Dockyard.
2. Fixed beam o s c i l la to r s  and lim ited  Asdic 
endurance make them in e f f ic ie n t  A/S c r a ft .
Hunting and attack ing is  matter o f  d i f f i c u l t y  
in p e r fe c t  weather and in any seaway is  
im possible owing to yaw o f  boat.
3. They have been used c h ie f ly  as lo c a l  p a tro ls , 
where they are o f great value s o le ly  as surface 
lookouts. They are good seaboats but owing to 
l ig h t  constru ction  decks leak badly as unseasoned 
timber o f  which they are made is  too  l ig h t  to  
hold caulking.
4 . Consider th e ir  usefu lness is  lim ited  and th e ir  
maintenance requires large s k il le d  s t a f f  
add ition a l to crew. (F .O .C .N .A ., 1802A/21 to  
Admty).

G ibra ltar 2L/10 1130 survey ship 3ENTINELLE 
armed traw ler BISSON, OUED TIFLET, ILE R0US3E, 
THI3BE, JOSEPH ELI3E, CAPITAINE ST. MARTIN 
lig h t  3CHIAFFIN0 FRERE3 l ig h t  deck cargo o f  
cork  westbound.
(S.O. ( I )  G ib ra ltar, 2357A/21).

South A tla n tic .

F.O.C.N.A s 1220/20 (?2010/13 intended} p .4 . 1 hope 
th is w i l l  not be necessary. My 2019/13 r e fe r s .
(C. in  C. 3 .A . , 1128N/21 to Admty).

Your 1632/20, not to C. in  C. S .A ., German and 
I ta lia n  passengers have been removed from 
DOMINE and taken to Takoradi.
(D.E.W.D. , 1133A/21 to  F .O .C .N .A .)

/S e rv ice



MOST SECRET

V/ar Diary.

Service
Personnel.

Corvettes.

B « D.Vs_« 
for E f - 
Indies.

Distress
Message.

WARRIOR.

Signals.

21.10.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. - Contd.

A. M. 1855/20, Par a 6. Delete words "Y/hen approach
ing Freetown.” (D.O.D. (F), 1251A/21 to 
C. i n C. S.A. )

Your 1321/19. Adrnty 1955/20.
Consider corvettes should show themselves on 
Bahia - Pernambuco route on passage to 
Freetown. If time permits visit to one of these 
ports desirable but could not be arranged 
before 27th. They could fuel Pernambuco should 
this suit your plans.
(R.A.S.A.D. , 1309Z/21 to C. in C. S.A.)
My 1321N/19 and Admty 1955A/20, neither to 
LAVENDER or BERGAMOT. Request you sail 
LAVENDER and 3ERGAM0T for Freetown as soon as 
convenient, routed through position (a) 004°
S . , 031° W . , (b) 002° N . , 031° V/., thence direct 
to Freetown. Ships are to be spread in 
Fernando De Noronha - St. Paul's rock area to 
search for possible enemy supply ships and U-boats. 
(C. in C. S.A. , 1355N/21 to R. A. 3. A. D. )

Departure 1200/21 B.D.Vs. BAR3T0KE, BARONIA, 
BARBOUR,CQ^SBRO, East Indies Station. Secret 
position LUvIN 009° 10' N . , 013° 15' V/.
E.T.A. Freetown 0800/24.
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst, 1331N/21 to C. in C. S.A.)

Following reading Jacobs W/T station at 1515/21 
(begins) Distress seem position bearing from H 
246° 345 miles 20/10 T.0.0. 2223G.M.T., Master, 
OLIVIA (ends).
(2) Ship failing to clear (corrupt group) 
subsequently broadcast.
(3) Position H is 003° N . , 060° E.
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1632Z/21 to Admty etc).

7 / s ' /
American, 145-1- tons, overdue at Capetown since 
2/10 and presumed lost. (D.3. 777, 21 /10)

My 0235N/21 (N.T. in V/.D. ) Details of signals 
intercepted by VIMY. (C. in C. S.A., 1655N/21 
to Admty).

/Shipping
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South Atlantic - Conta.

A. M. 1150A/10. Following instructions are 
to come into force at 0001G.H.T. on 23/10. 
"Admiralty will divert all 3hips sailing 
independently in North and South Atlantic to 
avoid known or suspected dangers, with following 
exceptions:-
1. C. in C. S.A.; within the limits of his 
Command, will divert such ships bound to and from 
West African ports.
2. F.O.C.N.A., within the limits of his Command, 
will divert such ships bound to and from 
Gibraltar.
3. C. in C. 3.A. , and F.O.C.N.A., will when 
necessary divert ships bound for West African 
ports and Gibraltar respectively, whilst still 
in C. in C. A.Y/. I. Command, keeping the 
latter informed."
A.M. 0001/1/5 will be amended accordingly. 
(A.C.N.S. (T) 1714A/21 to C. in«C. S.A., 
F.O.C.N.A., C. in C. A.Y/. I. )

Proposals for transhipment in South Africa. 
(D.3.T. , 1809A/21) See Lion Copy.

W.R. your2303A/16 and C. in C. W.A. 1122A/17 
Request confirmation 3.L. 91 should sail on 
27/10. In view of conflicting signals and 
date of R/V for Vinegar clarification required. 
(N.C.S.O., Freetown, 2111N/21 to Admty).

Mediterranean.
Following received N.L.0. Black Sea.
Evacuation of Odessa very successfully carried 
out. Fleet employed on convoy and evacuation 
also occasional support of 9th Army near 
Taganrog. T.0.0. 1804/20.
(C. in C. Med. , 0223B/21 to Admty).

/Turco-German...
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Coin C, South A t la n t ic , 
Osin G, M editerranean, 
F .O .C .R .I.iT .
S.To 0 ,Durban,
Coin G, M iddle East 
C.G.Co P re to r ia  
I  rape on, Durban

roqu iret onward conveyance frorn Durban to  M iddle East,

3, F o llow in g  accommodation w i l l  he vacant at* Durban in  ships

East or In d ia  404 in  EMPRESS OF RUSSIA (c )  To In d ia  1015

4* Propose 1352 personnel f o r  In d ia  rem aining in  ORMONDE be

DUCHESS OF RICHMOND a t Durban, This w i l l  re le a s e  ORMONDE fo r  

retu rn  to  U,K.

5, A f t e r  a llow in g  fo r  3 (a ) Net requirem ent fo r  onward 

conveyance to  M iddle East is  approxim ately  2750.

6, Proposals in  your 1852/14 not to  a l l  addressees cover 

th is  requirem ent.

7, 66 R .I .N . ra t in gs  f o r  JUMNA now in  STRATHAIRD should bo 

tra n s fe r red  at Durban to  one o f  ships bound fo r  In d ia ,

8, Agreed,

From D ire c to r  o f  Sea Transport.

F o llow in g  are proposals in  regard  to  transhipment

o f V/,S, 12, (a ) To M iddle East 243 in  ALMANZORA, (h ) To M iddle

1009V 21 o

:tn, 2187,

)D o f S .T , to  pass to  
War O ff ic e  f o r  last three 
addressees-no action  taken 
by War Reg.
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Following addressed Mideast received from 
Britmilat, Ankara, No. 09820 T.0.0. 2309/18 
Germans agreed to give following War Material 
under Commercial Agreement just signed, includes 
2 Submarine Engines, Diesel. 4 Periscopes 
and other unspecified material.
(Mideast, Cairo, 0645/21 to Admty).

Arrival 21st, AURORA, PENELOPE, LIVELY, LANCE, 
UNIQUE. (V.A. Malta, 0915A/21 to Adraty).
AURORA, PENELOPE, LANCE and LIVELY known as 
Force K are to be administered and operated by 
V.A. Malta while based at Malta, Copies of 
reports from the cruisers on subjects common 
to other cruisers of the class are to be sent 
to C.S.15. Similar reports from the destroyers 
are to be sent to R.A.(D) Med.
(C. in C. Med., 1911B/21 to V.A. Malta).

P.C. and S. U-boat sighted 0600B/21, 035°
40* 020° 56', 160° 12 knots. Enemy has lately 
increased his S/k patrol on North French 
African coast. (Capt. 3.1., 0941B/21 to TALISMAN 
PORPOISE).

0.24 reports unsuccessful attack on escorted 
southbound 5,000 ton tanker in 41° 35’ 12° 19' 
at 1745A/13. Ineffective light counter attack. 
Heavy southbound rail traffic observed along 
Italian coast. At end of raid party of one 
Army Officer and one private landed by Folbot 
in 044° 12’ (?25**) N. , 009° 33' E. , at 2200/17. 
0.24 remained position for 4-g- hours but raiding 
party failed to return. Nothing seen or heard 
to indicate their fate.
Very little shipping seen during patrol either 
on Sardinian or Italian coast.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1010A/21 to C. in C. Med).

Your 1846B/20 (1746/20 intended). Deepest 
loaded draught when fully bunkered and watered 
36. (P.S.T.O. Egypt, 10203/21 to N.O.I.C. 
Simonstown).

/Soviet
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Medlte rrane an. - Contd.

Admty 1238/10, N.A. Angora's 1237/11 and your 
telegram of 14/10. Following received from 
C. in C. Med., (quotes 1327/13)
Approved to proceed as proposed by Adm. Kelly 
and C. in C. Med. Request you complete 
arrangements as soon as practicable with Soviet 
and report details at once to C. in C. Med., and 
Admty who will pass to N.A. Angora.
(A.C.N.3. (F) 1111A/21 to Adm. Miles).

Night 19/20 Oct. 3 Y/ellingtons bombed Benghazi 
harbour. Results awaited.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. , 1156/21).

Submarines sighted by aircraft. One diving 
on course 110° in 035° 10' 011° 42' at 0820A.
One on surface on course 360° in 037° 00' 015°
25' at 1005A. (Capt. S.1Q1232A/21 to URGE, IPHOLDER. 
UNBEATEN). '

The amount of hydrographic work in Eastern Med., 
and Red Sea now Justifies the employment of 
a surveying ship. At moment ARPHA is 
employed on this duty with 2 survey officers but 
ship is not entirely suitable and is required 
for other services. Request consideration may 
be given to sending a survey ship which must 
have adequate A. A. armament.
(C. in G. Med., 1321B/21 to Admty)

GNAT torpedoed by U-boat at 0445/21 in 032°
06* N., 025° 30’ E., while returning from 
Tobruk. Ship immobilised but still afloat with 
bows blown away. GRIFFIN and JAGUAR in company 
endeavouring to tow. (C. in C. Med., 1701B/21 
to Adraty).

Request you will sail PERSEUS P.M./25 to 
operate in Area C ('/Vest) South of 032° 45’ 
and west of 017° 30’. THRASHER will be ordered 
to operate east of 017° 30' after 2359B/27 until 
ordered to leave Area for Malta about 6/11. 
PERSEUS will then take over whole of Area C. 
until ordered to Alexandria, leaving probably 
P.M./10 to arrive A.M./14.
(Capt. S. 1. , 1923B/21 to Capt. 3.10)

/HANS
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Mediterranean -  Contd.

A rrival 21/10. (Cartagena T .H .I. 1930/21 to  
D. o f  S.T. )

4 destroyers entered p r in cip a l p o rtAat 1430B/21 
by 311° swept channel, f ir e d  6 torpedoes, a l l  
misses. (REGENT, 2015B/21 to  C. in  C. Med).

Area dangerous due to mines fo llow in g  lim its :
320° 2.9 330° 3 .6  285° 11.8 289° 12 .2 , red 
con ica l buoy p o s it io n  290° 5 .8  a l l  bearings and 
d istances in m iles from Northern Breakwater 
L ight. (? )  0200/17 convoy passes through 
P.C. and S. 032° 59" ( ? 5 9 ')  020° 05 ’ , 120, 8. 
Constant a ir  p a tro l, s l ig h t  surface a c t iv ity . 
(REGENT, 2036B/21 to Capt. S . l )
Area H fo llow in g  lim its  320° 2 .9  330° 3.6 
285° 11.8 289° 12 .2 , red con ica l buoy p os it ion  
-290° 5.8 a l l  bearings and d istan ces in  m iles 
from Northern-most breakwater Cape Coast C astle. 
0200/17 convoy passing through P.C. and 8. 032°
59" 020° 05* 120, 8. Constant a ir  p a tro l s lig h t  
surface a c t iv it y .  (REGEjnT, 2036B/21 to  Capt. 3 .1 ) .

A fter  passing through 035° 20' 014° 14' and 0 34° 
14' 020° 56' proceeding through 033° 50' 025°
53' and 032° 32* 028° 44 ' to a rrive  searched 
channel 08003/26. (Capt. 3 .1 . 2215B/21 to 
PORPOISE).

Your 1701B/21, not to REGENT (N.T. in  W.D.) 
THRASHER was sa iled  w ith despatch 3 hours early  
to attempt in tercep tion  o f  unit re ferred  to  in 

^  my 1520A/20 to REGiCNT. As no E.T.A. has been 
received  from her in d ica tin g  expenditure o f  
torpedoes, a n tic ip a te  THRASHER crosses 032° 45 ’ 
at 0001A/23. Orders fo r  THRA3HER were as in my 
1529A/20 to TETRARCH.
(Capt. S. 5 . ,  2220A/21 to  Capt. 3 .1 .)



War Diary

Red Sea 
Force.

MAURITIUS 
W.S. 11.

Diego Garcia.

Kerguelen

French
Ships.

MOST SECRET.
512

21.10.19M.
Tuesday

FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies
Ships addressed are to form part of Red Sea 
Force under orders from F.O.C. Red Sea Force as 
from today 21/10.
(C. in C. E.I., 1152Z/21 to FALMOUTH, RATNAGIRI, 
SHOREHAM, BATHURST, INDUS, LISMORE, NETRAVATI. )

MAURITIUS now escort for convoy W.S. 11 should 
arrive from vicinity Ceylon 29/10 to Singapore
freparatory to "being taken in hand for refit. C. in C. E.I., 1310Z/21 to C. in C. China.)

Your 051+1+Z/10. Concur generally with your 
proposals. As regards
A. In view of limited resources, it is not 
considered provision of further guns would he 
justified.
C. Navigation difficulties render entrance by 
submarine highly improbable. B. 2. indicator 
nets will be supplied if desired for laying from 
boats.
F. As provision of D.E.L’s would involve many 
extra stores and maintenance personnel, and in 
view of navigational difficulty of finding the 
entrance at night, it is not proposed to supply 
these, subject to your further remarks.
1• Para 3* Mauritian troops will be provided 
and are expected to be ready in February, 191+2. 
(A.C.N.S., (F) 131+8A/21 to C. in C. E.I.)

Following information is available.
(D.D.I.C. , 1755A/21 to C. in C. E.I.) See Lion 
Copy.

China
Arrival 20/10. BOUGAINVILLE, GOUVERNEUR GENERAL 
ALEXANDRE VARENNE.
(Saigon, 0751Z/21 to D. of S.T.)

1
/Vichy,
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Date. 21c 1C o M*

Repeated A ustralian  Oormnonwoalth Naval Board, ' 
HoM.A0 S, AUSTRALIA,

NAVAL CYPHER (C)< TT> r.'TT. * T  T OTT .
previous;;:!fS-M.-Z’-: - ■ ■ 'TVT1 (f

Prom, Admiralty.
Pollowing irfo:

(1) Visited by Rai
run ashore and effect repairs. Ship ran ashore entering 
Gazelle Easin and ripped 12 feet out of outer skin of bottom • 

and damaged shaft. Repairs took four wooks, Look oat 
station, bat not guns, established ashore. Air reconnaissance 
flown v/hon possible. Graded A.l.
(2) Visitod by Raidor 33? AL3TERT0R, and 1+1 ■■ ~ larch x9'-P- 
as woathor too bad to transfer storos at sea, Broke try 
remained 3 to lj, days. Exact anchorage net known, k'aded

f
A, 1,
(3 ) My 161+6A/L6/8 paragraph 1. This information now 
gradod D.3 ropoat D«3«
(I4.) Possibility of boso at Crosct graded D.3*

1755A/21,
for D.D.I.C. (Grocn Line 8, )

1st Lord.
►lso S,L,
1+6h S.i.V. O.N.S.
A, C.N, S. (II)
A* C«N» S. (F)A.C.NoS, (T) (2)
NaVa Sec.
N s A» st S o L.Copt, Pirn, Admiralty 
Ops, O4)
G.D, (5)
W , D# ________

House,

D.T.D. (ll) 
D.T0 D0 (M) 
D.T.D. (CJ 
D.N.Ip (1+) 
0,1,0. (3)
D. of Pfl (3)
Do SD, 9 ,
Car, Holbrook, 
D„ A /S . Wo 
D>, P. B.
DcSoB, (2)
M„ (2) .
I.P. (3;
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China-Contd.
Chungking tel. (?543) to F.O. I fully concur 
we should prepare retaliatory measures for use 
in the event of further Vichy interference.
I have consulted with Governor Straits Settle
ments who agrees in principle hut does not 
consider there are any Vichy French in Singapore 
against whom such measures could he taken. 
Governor Hong Kong will doubtless not overlook 
Commander Henry’s remarks.
(C. in C. China, 0901Z/21 to Admty.)

Japanese Navy now on a war footing. 
(C.O.I.S. Singapore, 1013Z/21 to Admty.)

Proposing that duty of sponsoring the movement 
in F.E. he transferred from him to some 
political authority.
(C. in C. China, 1025Z/21) See Lion Copy.

Re appointment of Ad. Sir Tom Phillips, C. in C. 
Eastern Fleet, with flag in PRINCE OF WALES. 
(A.C.N.S. (F) 1648A/21 to C. in C ’s) See 
Home Commands, Movements.

Arrival. (Shanghai, 2352Z/21.)

America & West Indies
Your 1022Q/20. It is confirmed that 
WORCESTERSHIRE is to he sailed for U.K. 
(D.O.D. (F) 1154A/21 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

S.O. (i) Jamaica’s 1104R/19. U.S. Naval Aircraft 
reported French SS LORRAINE at 13390/5 in 
30.58 N., 63.48 W. , course 078° 12 knots.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1203Q/21 to Admty.)

/Pacific



SECRET MESSAGE

FROM Co in C. China.

IN.1025Z/21st October.
DATE 22.10.41.
RECD. 1841.

_INTERDEillCIfFNlAl CYPHER 14 DY W/T AND T/P.
ADDRESSED Admiralty repeated Governor Strait- Settlements Or in C. Far East, Governor Hong Kong, British Embassy (Corrupt group) 

* 957.British Ambassador Chungking.
I feel time has now arrived when duty of 

»,.,v*«-.ing Free French movement in Fen East should be transferred from Naval C. in G. China, to some political authority. I assumed-this duty
____ u —.4 4   - f   4- 1 ^  h A n n u n n  T  U fO  O  C o l / O n

430 
-sponsori

voluntarily in first place because I was asked to do so by local Free Frenchmen and because I had 
ready means, through Far East Intelligent 
organization, of judging prospects of survival (?and) tracing growth of this infant organization.In spite of some setbacks, the survival and steady growth of movement now appears assured, and problems 
which confront it are becoming more and more political. Moreover, the developments in prospect in Far East situation make it desirable to effect 

0 this change without delay. I have consulted• Cû /Ur ĉorrupt group-) of Duchy Lancaster who entirely concurs in proposal to send out Colonel Burkhardt whose presence will be useful whatever final decision may be taken with regard to dealings witn Free French. Both Chancellor of Duchy and I agree that duties should not normally be carried out by 
C. in C. China but he would prefer that I should_ 
continue to carry them out pending decision on his 
resorts which he hopes to present next month.I have also consulted Governor who concurs but has 
no one available who would undertake this work.

1025Z/21.
r
i

Advance copy Ops.ODD. M. Branch.

MP

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
V.C.N.S.A.C.N.S. (F)N. A. 1st S.L. P.A.S.(S)Ops.(3)O. D.(5)
D.N.I.(4)N. A. (F) 2nd S.L.
O. I.C. (3)D. OF P.(3)

M.(6)(for action)

Ad.Bellairs.
Ad.Chalmers. Ad.Palliser.
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FOREIGN STATIONS

21.10.19M.Tuesday

America & West Indies-Contd.
Your 1555H/16/8. and A.M. 1926/23/8. When 
final agreement has been reached with U.S. 
Authorities request you will promulgate it to 
Admiralty, C. in C. China, A. C.N. B. and N. Z. N. B. 
(D.T.D. 13U9A/21 to B.A.D.)

Opnav’s 23U5Z/15- Request all possible 
information re survivors as majority of crew 
are Canadian.
(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, 1517Z/21 to Admty.)

Your 1101A/19. C.C.N.F. Advises (begins)
(A) Ref. para 2. MAYFLOWER and EYEBRIGHT detailed. 
(b ) Ref. para 1. Four of ten R.C.N. manned 
"FLOWERS" are already refitting in Canada, viz., 
TRILLIUM, FENNEL, HEPATICA, SPIKENARD.
WINDFLOWER has completed. Of the three remaining 
ARROWHEAD and SNOWBERRY are now overdue for 
refit and leave and cannot wait their turn to go 
to Charleston. It was intended to refit them 
in Canadian Ports mid-November on completion- 
Corvettes now under refit. BITTERSWEET is due for 
refit in January. (Ends.) Request concurrence. 
Propose Free French Corvettes now with N.FiL.D. 
Forces be refitted in U.S.A. Request decision. 
(N. S.H. Q. , Ottawa, 1559Z/21 to Admty.)

Ref. Admty. 1732A/10. Navy Dept, has been 
informed that DIDO will not be available to 
Augment escort of troops convoy owing to extra 
time required for dockyard work.
(B.A.D., 1723R/21 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

H.X. 156 ocean escorts BENSON (?S0P), NIBLACK, 
H/aAfcft.P. JONES, REUBEN JAMES, TARBELL.

(Opnav, 1907/21 to Admty.)

Following from B.A.S.R. for Salvage Dept. Ref. 
Lonus i+1 para 3» U.S. Navy are sending 
salvage officer by air from Honolulu. They 
request any available information by cable 
concerning ships sunk in Red Sea area that will 
be of value in planning salvage operation.
U.S. Navy particularly ask for information about 
Massawa. Request information as to amount of 
salvage gear available in Red Sea and possibility 
of obtaining native labour conversant with 
work of this type and names of reliable labour 
contractors.
(B.A.D. , 1917R/21 to Admty.)

/t . C. 15.»»•»
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FOREIGN STATIONS

21.10.19U1.
Tuesday

America & West Indies-Contd.
Admty. 1913A/16. To ensure maintaining dates 
for transhipment and sailing request early 
decision re storing of ships in T.C. 15* 
(N.S.H. Q. , Ottawa, 2033Z/21 to D. of S.T.)

Leaves Martinique 22/10, for French Guiana and 
will return about 1/11.
(U. S,C. N. 0. 21082/21 to Admty.)

My 2128/30/9. CONCORD departed Balboa 0800/20. 
same track and elapsed time between points as 
for TRENTON, arriving Callao 0800/31, departing 
3/11, passing Galapagos 8/11, arriving Balboa 
0800/l1. Two D.Ds. of Panama naval coastal 
frontier continue patrolling area vicinity 
Galapagos to Panama.
(Opnav, 2120Z/21 to Admty. etc.)

British, 5&13 tons, overdue at Mobile since 
2/10 and presumed lost. (D. S. 777» 21/10.)

New Zealand
Your 1620N/17* Amended programme approved.
2. A. T. 1U12A/15* Is it proposed to delete 
visit to Auckland and maintain remainder of 
programme? If not request your revised proposals. 
(A.C.N.S. (F) 2223A/21 to LE TRIOMPHANT)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

GNAT
Ships Attacked
Torpedoed at 01+2+5/21 returning from Tobruk. 
(C. in C. Med., 1701B/21) See Mediterranean.

AURANIA Following has been read. My position now is 
050° 2+5’ N. , 018° 2+8* W.
(AURANIA, 0205/21.)Following has been read. AURANIA struck by 
torpedo on port side amidships probably able 
proceed 10 knots 050° 50' N., 019° W.
(WOLFE, 022+0Z/21.)Torpedoed in 050° 1+5 1 N., 018° 2+8' W. Proceeding 
(? course) 0 6 2° steering 12 knots.
(AURANIA, 0 3 0 1Z/21 to Admty. etc.)
My 022+0Z, TOTLAND standing by.
(WOLFE, 032UZ/21 to Admty.)Sail ABERDEEN as escort to ZWARTE ZEE proceeding 
to assistance of AURANIA torpedoed in 050° 50’ N., 
018° 2+8* W. at 0200A/21 probably proceeding 062 
10 knots. (C. in C. W.A. , 052|6a/21 to N.O.I.C. 
Londonderry.)Expect Catalina aircraft escort about 1100A/21 
(C. in C. W.A., 0550A/21 to AURANIA, TOTLAND)
On arrival of ABERDEEN at Moville you are to proceed escorted by her and with despatch to 
assistance of AURANIA torpedoed in 50° 50’ N.,
18° 2+8* W. At 0200 today. AURANIA is probably proceeding under her own steam steering 0 6 2° at 
10 knots. TOTLAND standing by.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 0605A/21 to ZWARTE ZEE)
My 0605A/21 amend position to 050° 2+5’ N., 018°
2+8 * W. AURANIA proceeding at 1 2 knots.(N.O.I.C., Greenock, 0859A/21 to ZWARTE ZEE)
My 052+6A/21. Tug w ill not be sailed unless 
assistance is requested.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1020A/21 to AURANIA, TOTLAND)

LEHIGH (Torpedoed 
19/10.)

My 2100N/20. 2 other boats with Master and 3 
wounded probably further South, steering E.
Ship torpedoed without warning abreast No. 5 
hatch starboard. In ballast Arica to Takoradi 
for ore. (VIMY, 0300N/21 to C. in C., S.A.)
(D. C. , 12j.20Z/21 to Opnav. )
U.S.A. Ship LEHIGH was torpedoed in 08° 26' N., 
12j.° 37' W. 0900/19. VIMY picked up one boat of 
survivors at 2100N/20. Two other boats missing 
being searched for. Understand no one killed by 
explosion but some wounded.
(C. in C. S.A. , 0929N/21, to Admty.)
Following received from VIMY. (Quotes 2100N/20) 
(D.C., 1223Z/21 to Opnav.)

/My 0929N/21
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Ships Attacked
LEHIGH
Tiorpedosi
12/121-Contd.

My 0929N/21.
Whole crew of LEHIGH picked up. 22 taken to 
Bathurst on VIMY and 22 brought to Freetown. 
Bathurst survivors believed uninjured, Freetown 
survivors uninjured except(2,1 serious)
(C. in C. S.A. , 2132N/21 to Admty.)

S.C. U8 
GLADIOLUS

S.L.Sq

BRITISH
Ma r Tn e r .(l.prp?do£d

20/10.)

INVERLEE
TTopedoed
1 2 2 1 1 )

My 22J>J\A/J[Q, Am now in anxiety over GLADIOLUS. 
After interrogation of escorts due tomorrow 
Wednesday a further signal will be made.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1UU9A/21 to Admty.)
Enquiries from COLUMBIA produced following 
information about GLADIOLUS. WETASKIWIN was in 
definite communication with GLADIOLUS at 1930Z/16. 
At 2200Z/16 WETASKIWIN received signal purport
ing to be from GLADIOLUS asking for signal on 
325 kc/s presumably for D/F purposes.
WETASKIWIN doubted authenticity of this signal 
and asked for identification. Thenceforth no 
further signals were received from GLADIOLUS by 
WETASKIWIN or by other escorts who tried to 
obtain communication with her. COLUMBIA 
considers GLADIOLUS may have been torpedoed but 
has no evidence.
(A.C.I.C., 16^6/21 to C. in C. W.A.)
Attack on convoy has taken place.
(WELLINGTON, 2000Z/21 to C. in C. W.A.)

BRITISH MARINER now in tow being brought to 
Freetown.
(C. in C. S.A. , 2136N/21 to Admty.)

Your 1728A/20. INVERLEE was escorted by LADY 
HOGARTH and (?STELLA CARINA) and in addition 
Catalina air escort during daylight hours.
(ii) A/S sweep by 37th Escort Group and 3 
destroyers in Western Approaches to Gibraltar 
Strait on 17th (? 18th) and 19th with Catalina 
co-operating.
(iii) Use of territorial waters limited by 
French reaction to any ship within 20 miles of 
their coast also extremely probable they are used 
by U-Boats when charging batteries, who would 
not hesitate to attack.
(F.O.C.N.A., 22i|OA/21, to Admty,)

/Unknown Ship....

*
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Unknown _ Ship.

Ships Attacked-Contd.
Following received:- Intercept at 2127 G.M.T. 
unknown station strength of signal 2/3 begins:- 
(un-read) Attacked port side torpedo missed D.E. 
812 (Remainder jammed). At 2129 G.M.T. same station sends still attacked port side. (Ends) 
Unable obtain any further particulars. No 
broadcast made, should this be done?
(Scapa W/T, 22U1/21 to Admty.)

0600B
Submarines Reported.
Capt. S. 1., 09U1B/21, See Mediterranean.

0820A
1005A

Capt. S. 10.,1232A/21, See Mediterranean.

2310Z/20. By D/F at 2310Z/20. U-Boat is approx. 50° 30' N. 
21° W. May have reported Convoy S.L. 89. 
(D.D.I.C., 01U6A/21 to Escorts S.L. 89, WOLFE, 
AURANIA)

031 oz Ref. Admty. Message AF. Position 30° 50* N., 19° 
W. at 0310Z/21.
(D.D.I.C., 0350Z/21 to G. B.M. S. Area 1.)

0920 Following reported from Portreath. Periscope 
sighted 295° Portreath 2000 yards course S.W. 
at 0920/21. Consider report grade C. 3« 
(N.O.I.C. Falmouth, 1121/21)

Estimated U-Boat dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1U12A/21)

1U2U G.M.T. At 1U2U/21 G.M.T. a U-Boat made a sighting 
report. Possibly reporting S.L. 89* 
(D.D.I.C. 1631jA/21 to Escort S.L. 89)

17551810
Following bearings of U-Boat obtained at 
1755/21 and 1810/21 G.M.T. Position to west
ward of Gibraltar, probably 07° 00’ W., - 
09° 00’ W. (D.D.I.C. 19U1A/21)

/Possible...
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Possible 
U-Boat 
.ppe rating 
with
Trawlers.

Submarines Reported-Contd.
50° 51* N., 10° 16* W. KRAKOWIAK, KUJAWIAK to 
search. (C. in C. Plymouth 1944A/21, 2033/21, 
P.O.I.C. Falmouth, 2356/21) See Operations.

U-Boat situation 21/10. 
(U.S.C.N.O. , 2038/21)

2200C Bearing by D/F at 2200C/21 Position of enemy
U-Boat was 069° 05’ 042° 40’ Reliable fix 
Admiralty pass to NORMAN. (S.B.N.O., N. Russia 
23160/21.)

Submarines Attacked

•StSz.

One submarine bearing 090° distance 7 miles, 
course unknown, my position. 51.05 N., 19.55 W. 
(WELLINGTON, 1458Z/21.)
My 1458Z/ S/M has dived after attack by air
craft. (WELLINGTON, 15153/21 to Admty.)

By A/C Am over enemy submarine in 50.58 N., 20.06 W.
1830. Submarine previously reported has now

submerged, course 033° speed 6 knots.
(A/C A., 1610/21 to 15 Group.)
My 1610. Have attacked enemy S/M with depth 
charges, estimate one hit.
(A/C duty A., 1830/21 to 15 Group.)
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Home Commands
SUFFOLK, IMPULSIVE and ESCAPADE last night 
carried out an operation in Svaerholthavet. 
Nothing was sighted.

British Air Operations
95 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked Bremen 
last night.

Eight Hudsons of Coastal Command attacked the 
petrol harbour of Aarhus in Jutland last night. 
Six Hudsons attacked PRINZ EUGEN at Brest and 
3 Beauforts Lorient.

Enemy Air Operations
Swedish tanker CAPELLA was unsuccessfully 
bombed at 1031 today in Nobrasco Fiord, Faeroes
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mining.
Operation M.L's from Harwich carried out a minelaying
Q.K. (j>j. operation off the French coast last night,

supported "by M.G.B's.

Operation POST QUEBEC and NEWARK carried out a minelaying
S.N. 2U 0. operation west of the Hebrides in the early

hours of this morning*

Operation
H.G.

WELSHMAN and MANXMAN last night carried out 
a minelaying operation off Belle Isle.

Kiel. Aircraft of Bomber Command laid 12 mines in 
Kiel harbour last night.

Tyne Enemy ai rcraft were engaged in minelaying in
Area. the Tyne area last night.

North .Atlantic.
Rescue tug SALVONIA is to revert to merchant 
status, whilst retaining her defensive armament, 
and is to be based at Azores or Funchal.

It appears from a signal from F.O.C.N.A. today 
that sailings from Lisbon, Huelva, Cadiz and 
Seville to Gibraltar were suspended on 19/10, 
presumably as the result of U-boats off Gibraltar 
and may be resumed today. Ships are to proceed 
inside territorial waters.
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SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic.
R.F.A. DARKDALE was sunk by explosion at 0015 
today at St. Helena. The cause of the explosion 
is not known, but pending further evidence 
0. in 0. S.A. is assuming it to be a U-boat 
and all shipping was therefore diverted well 
clear of St. Helena.

U.S.S. PATOKA sighted a suspicious vessel at 
1500 today in 6° 44' S. 54° 26 ' W. 25 miles east 
of Natal. The ship disappeared in sun glare 
and smoke screen.

Mediterranean.
The Yugoslav authorities have made a further most 
pressing appeal for arms for their guerilla 
bands,which now number 80,000 to 100,000 men 
fighting in Yugoslavia. The Admiralty urge 
on G. in G. Med. the importance of doing anything 
which is in any way possible to help them.

24 Wellingtons from Malta attacked the storage 
depot at Naples last nightj flames are reported 
up to 1000 ft. The railway station was set on 
-fire and great destruction is reported by 4000 
lb. bombs.

Captain D. with 3 destroyers bombarded the 
Bardia harbour area last night, the bombardment 
is reported to have been successful.

URGE reports that she has hit with torpedoes 
2 ships off Kuriat.

Italian aircraft bombed shipping 10 miles 
N.E. of Damietta today, but caused no damage.

/Admiralty....
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Mediterranean.-Contd.
Admiralty cable ship BULLFINCH was bombed and 
machine-gunned by two enemy aircraft a.m. today 
in 31° 38' N. 31° 58’ E. but incurred only 
very sLight damage and no casualties.

A Sunderland attacked an enemy S/M 50 miles N.E. 
of Aboukir this morning. Two 250 lb» bombs fell 
near the U-boat, but results were not observed. 
During the afternoon an aircraft sighted a very 
large patch of oil about 110 miles north of 
Alexandria.

U-boat Campaign.
It is reported that BROADWATER attacked and possity 
destroyed a U-boat at about 0430/17 in 57° N.
24° W., but all records were lost when the ship 
was torpedoed.

S.L. 89 was shadowed today by 4 F.W. aircraft 
co-operating with U-boata, but no attack 
developed although 4 or 5'U-boats were near.

A Liberator A/C attacked a S/M 290 miles N.W. 
of Achill Head today and estimates one hit.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
A/S Trawlers 
for Arctic 
Service,.

Your 2245/21. Completion ex trials storing 
and ammunitioning is 24/11/41.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool 0953A/22)
Admiralty 1902A/10. C. in C. H.F. 2245A/21. 
Trawlers HUGH V/ALPOLE, CAPE ARGONA. STELLA CAPELLA 
refitting at Belfast for Arctic service will be 
completed ready to sail A.M.l/ll/41.
(P.O.I.C. Belfast 1152A/22)

PRINCE
CHARLES. Should be made fit for service as soon as possible 

and sailed for Inverary.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1200A/22 to P.O.I.C. Glasgow)

PRINCESS
ASTRID.

Should not be taken in hand for refit until 
relieved by PRINSES^ JOSEPHINE CHARLOTTE about 
the end of November.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1210A/22)

Corvette for 
IT. A. Command. C. in C. W.A. is requested to arrange for the 

early transfer of a tropically fitted corvette 
to the North Atlantic Command to replace FLEUR 
DE LYS.
(V.C.N.S. 1435A/22)

EAGLE. A.M.1944A/21. Extensive action repairs to other 
aircraft carriers combined with heavy demands for 
these ships at the present time make it essential 
to prepare EAGLE for sea at the earliest possible 
date.
2. It is therefore necessary to curtail the 
leave which it was intended to grant to your 
ship's company.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1849A/22 to EAGLE)

D.A/S.W.
Sub-Committee
Meeting.

Admiralty’s 1423A/16. Request following items may be included in Agenda:-
1. Promulgation of full information about Whales 
including photographs.
2. Winter employment of fighter catapult ships. 
-3. Consideration of attack on convoy by torpedo
carrying A/C bearing in mind limited range of 
merchant ship A/A armament.
(C. in C. W.A. 1928A/22 to D.A/S.W.)

/PETUNIA ...
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Policy - contd.

PETUNIA. Your 1605A/22. May PETUNIA now be released for 
escort duty in Western Approaches.
(C. in C. W.A. 1937A/22 to Adty.)

PRINCE OP 
WALES.

PRINCE OP WALES, wearing the flag of Admiral 
Sir Tom Phillips, C. in C. Eastern Fleet 
designate, will leave the U.K. shortly for 
Singapore via the Cape.
2. Request you will inform C.N.O.
(A.C.N.S. P. 1952A/22 to B.A.D. Washington)

Torpedoes 
for North 
Russia:

To ensure stock of torpedoes and avoid further 
possible delays to S/Ms proceeding to patrol, 
consider that (?further) 24 torpedoes should 
be shipped forthwith. Torpedoes from (?convoy) 
P.Q.one have not yet arrived from Archangel. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 2015C/22 to P.O.S.)

Co-operation with Russia.
Responsibility 
tor Standard 
Procedure.

Your 1633A/21 most helpful.
2. Request you will make arrangements in 
paragraph 4 with Bevan.
3. Please use normal book cyphers again.
(Ad. Miles 1216D/22 to Adty.)
A.M.1633/21. Message has been received from 
Admiral Miles requesting S.B.N.O. North Russia to 
become responsible for procedure laid down in 
para.3 of A.M.1859/30 August.
(D.0.D.(JI^ 1751A/22 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

Russian 
Loading and 
Liaison 
Officers.

Your 1220C/14. This is approved. Please wire 
names. Are these three to be in addition to 
Captain Morozovski and Chekin who are already 
in this country ?
Admiral Kharlamov has been asked if Soviet Naval 
Transport Officers can be appointed as Liaison 
Officers to the convoi^s proceeding to and from 
Archangel. Such Soviet Officers to be in 
addition to the Soviet Officers at the ports of 
loading.
(A.C.N.S. T. 1420A/22)

/T.U.C. .
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N O R M A *
T  u .C  . t-

Co-operation with Russia - contd.
T.U.C. delegation is here and probably flies to 
Archangel tomorrow to embark in NORMAN.
2. Pass to S.N.O. Archangel.
(Ad. Miles 1517D/22 to Adty.)
My 1517D/22. Delegation leaving here Friday.
2. Pass to S.B.N.O. Archangel.
(Ad. Miles 2301D/22 to Adty.)

Russian 
Personnel 
for U.K.

( 1) Kouznetsov and party of 5 other men are to 
be given permits for (corrupt group) passage
to U.K. in NORMAN.
( 2) Ouspenskaia and another woman are to go 
in Q.P.2.
(3) These 8 persons have been ordered to make 
touch with you.
(Ad. Miles 1936D/22 to Adty. for S.B.N.O. 
Archangel.)

0.9.
Movements.
At 2000A/23 intend to sail Netherlands S/M 0 9 
escorted from Rothesay to Londonderry to arrive 
Lough Foyle 0800A/24A. N.O.i/c. Greenock is 
requested to arrange fighter protection. No 
Liaison Officer. (Capt. S.7 1044A/22)

EAGLE. A.M.1944A/21. You should arrive at Bar Light 
vessel at noon 31st where pilot and two tugs 
will meet you two more tugs will meet you at 
Rock Light. Berth at Princes Stage for the 
night and keep steam. You will be required to 
leave the Stage at 0845/1 and proceed to 
Gladstone Dock. Six Tugs will be sent to 
assist you. Speed in Searched Channel must not 
exceed 9 knots.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1128A/22 to EAGLE)

-  />. i - S - i j  .

P.36
SEAWOLF.

(i) Intend to sail P.36 escorted by CUTTY SARK 
at 1800A/24 for 342° Bishop Rock 7 miles,
E.T.A. 2000A/26.
(ii) Thence CUTTY SARK to R/V with SEAWOLF in 
180° Lizard Head 5 miles at 0715A/27 and escort 
her to Scapa, E.T.A. 0900A/31.
(iii) Thence P.56 dived by day through 50° N. 
15° W. to patrol in Area enclosed by latitudes 
50° and 51° N. and Longitudes 015° and 017° W.
(iv) P.36 will leave patrol area after dark on 
2/11 November and proceed as ordered by Capt. 
(S) 5th. (Capt. S.3. 1411A/22)

/H.31 ...
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Movements - contd.
Sheerness departure H.31 at 1232 escorted hy 
COTTESMORE to Dungeness.
(C. in C. Wore 1524A/22)

My 1330/21. Postponed 24 hours owing to 
Yreather. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 1616/22)

Acknov/ledge E.T.A. 1400/23. Request Tug and 
Pilot. (AURAHIA 1712A/22 to N.O.I.C. Greenock)

Arrival S.0.4th M/S Flotilla in FITZROY with 
LYDD, CAPE NYEMETZKY, and CAVA and ELGIN. 
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1855/22 and 2135A/23 to A.C.O.S)

RAMILLIES is to he ready to sail from Liverpool 
on 7/11. 2. Deck armouring is to he progressed
as far as possible in the time available. 
(Controller 1902A/22.)

wi nYour 1853A/22. Unable to comply. Am proceeding 
fuel Moville. P.C.S. at 2000A, 054° 56’ N. 010* 
20* W. 069° 14.
(BADSWORTH 2010A/22 to C. in C. W.A. )

Arrived Seidisfiord. 
(A.C.I.C. 2125/22.)

1. (a) C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail 
Force G. from the Clyde to Freetovm when stores 
and personnel have been embarked, which will not 
be before p.m. 24th, and to provide one 
additional long endurance destroyer as A/S escort 
to the vicinity of the Azores.
(b) It is intended that ELECTRA and EXPRESS be 
detached to fuel at Ponta Delgada and that this 
additional destroyer should remain until they 
rejoin.
(c) She should then fuel at Ponta Delgada, sub
sequently returning to U.K. as requisite.
2. (a) F.O.C.N.A. is requested to detail one 
Fleet destroyer accompanying H.G.75 to break off 
as necessary and R/V with PRINCE OF WALES in 
44° N. 27° W. at 1200 G.M.T./28th October.
(b) Destroyer detailed should remain with PRINCE 
OF WALES while ELECTRA and EXPRESS are absent fuelling at Ponta Delgada.
(c) When ELECTRA and EXPRESS have rejoined 
PRINCE OF WALES destroyer detailed should return 
to Gibraltar, fuelling at Ponta Delgada if necessary.
(A.C.N.S. H. 2256A/22)
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I n t e r c e p t io n  
o f  T raw lers 
and p o s s ib le
s  A t.

O p era tion s .

P roceed  w ith  KUJAWIAK at 20 k n ots  tow ard 050° N. 
010° 20 ’ W. where ( ? a i r c r a f t )  i s  c a r ry in g  ou t 
A/S p a t r o l .
(C . in  C. Plym outh 1058 /22  to  KRAKOWIAK) 
A tte n t io n  i s  c a l l e d  to  510 A Z 6 th  S ept.
S h i f t  Watch to  read  B road cast B .N . a t  2300 /22  
a t w hich tim e C. in  C. W.A. i s  req u ested  to  
take th ese  D e s tro y e rs  under h is  o r d e r s .
(C . in  C. Plym outh 1328 /22  t o  KRAKOWIAK, e t c . )

O p era tion  in  
S v a e rh o lth a v e t .

SUFFOLK r e p o r ts  o p e r a t io n  com p leted . N oth ing 
s ig h te d . Enemy a ir  re co n n a issa n ce  a c t iv e  to  
75® N orth , b u t  no s t r ik in g  f o r c e .
(D .O .D . H. 2229A/22 t o  S .B .N .O . N orth  R u ss ia )

B r it is h  A ir  A c t iv i t y .

P a t r o j s ^ C a ta lin a  S .209  on re tu rn  f l i g h t  to  U.K. i s  to  
b e  rou t fed a lon g  P ortu g u ese  C oa st, o u ts id e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  l im i t  du rin g  dark h ou rs , f o r  R/C 
o f  sh ip p in g  to  a r r iv e  F in is t e r r e  at dawn thence 
a long  N orthern  c o a s t  o f  Spain  to  007° W. and 
thence t o  b a se .
(H .Q .C .C . 1040 /22  t o  20 G rou p .)
P .R .U . O slo  in  o p e ra t io n .
(C . in  C. R osyth  1153 /22 )

S p e c ia l
R e c o g n it io n
F la r e s .
(. O p era tion  
**I'T ew ton ")

1 . F in a l t r i a l s  o f  a new type o f  f l a r e  to  be  
used by Naval v e s s e ls  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
pu rp oses betw een  sh ip s  and a i r c r a f t  w i l l  take 
p la c e  on 29 /10  o r  on the f i r s t  s u ita b le  day 
t h e r e a ft e r .
2. The f l a r e s  w i l l  be  ig n it e d  from  a d e s t r o y e r  
or c o r v e t t e .  The e f f e c t  i s  to  be ob serv ed  from  
an A/C. D e t a i ls .
(H .Q .16 Group to  Bircham  Newton)

Enemy A ir  A c t iv i t y .

Convoy 
S•L«89•

Long range a i r c r a f t  may b e  o p e ra t in g  in  you r 
v i c i n i t y .  A tta ck  may be  ex p ected .
(D .D .I .C . 0957A /22 t o  Convoy E s c o r t s . )

D over bombed 
on 2 l / l 0 .

Enerry a i r c r a f t  dropped e ig h t  H.E. and some 
in ce n d ia ry  bombs in  D over a t 1855 y e s te rd a y .
One c i v i l i a n  k i l l e d  and f i v e  s e r io u s ly  in ju r e d . 
C on s id era b le  damage to  house p r o p e r ty . No 
n ava l damage or  c a s u a lt ie s  r e p o r te d .
(V .A . D over 1008A /22)

/CAPELLA . . .
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Enemy Air Activity - contd.
(Swedish) Attacked by single enemy A/C in 
Nobracso Fiord at 1051 today. 4 bombs dropped, 
no apparent damage.
(N.O.I.O. Faroes 1042A/22)

My 2054A/21. Approximate position and time of 
attack should be 52° 12’ N. 6° 16-^'W. at 
1930A/19, not 1930A/20.
(N.O.I.C. Newport 1305A/22.)

At 1354 two gun sites identified E/aircraft over 
Flow at 20,000 feet, course E. Fighters failed 
to intercept. First plot received at 1344 when 
E/A was 54 miles E.S.E. of a buoy flying E.
S/A would have seen into Flow.
(A.C.O.S. 1535/22.)

South Lowestoft bombed at 2040A/22 by single 
aircraft. A - D. Nil.
(N.O.I.C. Lowestoft 2150A/22.)

Mining.
Sweeping carried out to 0800/22.
In Q Z S 190 by S.A. Trawlers one mine exploded 
at 2108/21 within circle one mile radius about 
position 050° South Foreland 3.6 miles. 
Explosions heard but not seen.
In Q Z S 191 by S.A. Trawlers negative result.
In Q Z S 238 Oropesa and.S.A. search in progress. 
Two acoustic mines detonated at 0850 in position 
208° Dungeness 3.8 miles. Area is being^reswept. 
(V.A. Dover 1021A/22.)

Arrived 1000 MANXMAN and WELSHMAN. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 1033/22.)

Sailed 1816 WELSHMAN MANXMAN.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1850/22 to C. in G.Portsmouth) 
My 1850. Add routed as follows to arrive outer 
end of QZS 169 at 0645/23.
(C. in C. Plymouth 2022/22.)
My 1850. E.T.A. point of arrival 0750.
(C. in G. Plymouth 2233/22 to C. in G. Portsmouth)

/Clyde ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Clyde.

Channel..

S.H.24 C.

Per elict.

M/Vs as 
W/T Guards.

Anti-Oil
Boiler'
Compounds.

22.10.1941.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining; - contd.
River Clyde above Port Glasgow will be closed 
to navigation for a trial sweep between 0530 and 
1130 tomorrow. Ho interference to normal 
traffic will result.
(P.O.I.C. Glasgow 1127/22)

Exploded red mine at 0828/22 in 314° 2 miles 
2.6 cables from Flatholm Light.
(Cant. M/S Bristol Channel 1144A/22 and 
1440A/22)

Minefield completed if final test is correct. 
(MANCHESTER CITY 1410/22 to D.T.M.)

Arrival PORT QUEBEC and NEWARK. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Z.A. 1720/22.)

Navigational.
Aircraft reports sighting wreckage of timber 
ship floating bottom upwards with stern blown 
off almost completely submerged constituting a 
danger to navigation in 56° 50' N. 23° 50* W. 
at 1435/21.
(C. in C. W.A. 0021A/22)

Technical.
A.M.1640A/6/9. It is the intention that 
merchant ships in convoy fitted with suitable 
apparatus may be used for W/T Guards on the 
following services. Details and instructions. 
(Head of M. 0938A/22)

With regard to escorts for O.G. and H.G. convoys, 
it is necessary to extend period between boiler 
cleanings of corvettes beyond that laid down in 
art. 239 E.M. and it may be necessary to extend 
period still further during winter.
Trouble is being experienced with oil in boilers 
and it is strongly urged that early consideration 
-be given to the use of boiler compounds for 
counteracting oil deposits on heating surfaces.
(C. in C. W.A. 1931A/22 to Adty. )
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Casualties and Defects.
Sailed 0330/22. Vessel unable to anchor. 
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 0346A/22)

ALDER ashore Cairribulg Briggs 0200/22. Crew 
taken off by Fraserburgh Lifeboat. No casualties. 
Tug EMPIRE ASH instructed by GLEANER to investi
gate. ABEILLE IV will endeavour refloat ALDER 
high water p.m.today.
(F.O.I.C. Aberdeen 0357/22)
ALDER heavily ashore on Boulders, half a cable 
West of Cairnbulg Beacon. 15 degrees -list to 
Starboard. Bows on to beach. Wind N.W. 6-7, 
heavy surf. Prospects of salvage dependent on 
weather conditions next 48 hours.
(Salvage Officer, Aberdeen 1031/22)

Making second attempt to tow HARTINGTON from 
Lee Shore. Request tug be despatched forthwith. 
Position 214° Cape Wrath 10 miles. Close 
inshore.
(MAZURKA 0601A/22)
Second tow rope parted at 0650. HARTINGTON 
using both anchors in attempt to keep off lee 
shore. Position 215° Cape Wrath 8 miles.
( MAZURKA 0715A/22)
Sail FREEBOOTER to proceed with all despatch to 
assist HARTINGTON.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0715A/22 to N.O.I.C. 
Stornoway.)
Sailing FREEBOOTER. (N.O.I.C. Stornoway 
0810A/22.)
HARTINGTON (?holding) well to both anchor 
positions at entrance Loch Inchard. Standing 
by waiting for Tug. (MAZURKA 1031A/22) 
HARTINGTON in tow. HARTINGTON reports extensive 
repairs required. Ain therefore proceeding 
Clyde unless otherwise ordered.
(FREEBOOTER 1315/22.)
Situation satisfactory. Proceeding at utmost 
speed to rejoin convoy. (MAZURKA 1401A/22)

Rescue Tug CHERBOURGEOIS 3 immobilised till 
2000/23, when temporary repairs will be 
completed.^ SEINE has sustained minor damage 
during towing operations. Ship apparently 
seaworthy but not considered advisable for 
SEINE to operate in heavy weather.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1231/22.)

1549A/22r )Val With defects* (F.O.I.C. Greenock
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Shipping and Convoys.
AL AMNIA. A.M.1158/16. ALAMNIA can be taken in hand for 

fitting for tropical service at Southampton, 
on 27/10.
2. C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail ALAU1IIA 
for Southampton in company with WOLFE and 
MALOJA if adequate arrangements for escort can 
be made.
5. Alternatively ALAMNIA should be given 
priority of sailing.
(A.C.N.S. (H.) 1147A/22)

H.X. 155- Recommend convoy proceed at utmost speed during 
next 48 hours. (U.S. C.1T.0. 1230/22.)

H.X.154.
PORT AUCKLAND. My 1137A/22. Reucrt forthwith time at which 

PORT AUCKLAND left for Oban.
(C. in C. W.A. 1254A/22 to Escorts.)
Your 1254A/22. 1245A/22.
(■VETERAN 1353A/22 to C. in C. W.A.)

CAR’/El® A. A.M. 2022A/20. CARMENNA will be manned by 
civilians (over age).
(N.O.I.C. North Shields 1254/22.)

* P.Q. 3. 
Escort. C.S.10 in KENYA, with 2 destroyers, is to provide 

ocean escort for convoy P.Q.3 and will be required 
to sail for Seidisfiord on about 29/10.
(C. in C. H.F. 1255A/22.)

P.W.D.54. Arrived EMPIRE SPRING. PORTZIC towing MACADAM. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 1302/22.)

— 4P.Q. 3. 
P.Q.4. 800 Polish Airmen now ready for passage to U.K. 

Request suitable ship may be included in P.Q.3 or P.Q.4.
(2) Since it takes about 3 weeks to assemble 
these men at Archangel, request early information of arrangements made.
(Ad. Miles 1526D/22 to Adty.)

/0.N.29 ...
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O. N.29.
P. Q.3.

Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Sailing of CAPE CORSO and TREKIEVE for 0.N.29 
and P.Q.3 is delayed.2. It is intended that these two ships shall sail for Hvalfiord escorted by two trawlers of 
73rd M.S.P. Remaining trawler of this group 
is to R/V with O.H. 29 as arranged.3. R/V for CAPE CORSO and TREKIEVE and the two 
trawlers is 58° 08’ H. 005° 43' W. at 0700/26.4. A.G.O.S. is requested to detail and sail 
trawlers of 73rd M.S.P. as necessary.
5. P.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to sail CAPE CORSO and TREKIEVE as necessary.
6. C. in C. Western Approaches is requested to 
arrange additional escort for ships for Iceland 
(C) breaking off from 0.N.29.7. A.C.I.C. is requested to delay sailing of 
P.Q.3 until CAPE CORSO, TREKIEVE and trawlers are ready.
(D.0.D.(H) 1414A/22)

E.C.89 Will not arrive SherVingham before 0230 and 62 
D. buoy before 1530 tomorrow if present weather continues. (VIMIERA 1626A/22)

0.H.28. Ships for Gulf of St. Lawrence are not to use Belle Isle Strait but are to be detached at V. (C. in C. W.A. 1706A/22.)

C.E.51. Convoy completed passage without incident. (C. in C. Nore 1735A/22.)

S.L.89. C. in C. Plymouth 1242A/22. S.L.89 is steering for (d ) 180 Pastnet Rock 10 miles and thence as in my 1518A/22.
(C. in C. W.A. 1747/22 to KRAKOWIAK)
Take KUJAWIAK and KRAKOWIAK under your orders on joining S.L.89.
(C. in C. W.A. 1847A/22 to VANQUISHER.)
Hot met. Searched 20 miles back along course 
line then 10 miles to southwards. How searching along course line Latitude 51° 16’ Longitude 15® 20'. (VANQUISHER 2001A/22)

/Convoy ...
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Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Not met. In radio telephony communication. 
Convoy 30 miles (corrupt group) (corrupt group) 
me. (BEAGLE 1800A/22.)

A'T v  vm~ .My 0900A. Repairs completed. Intend sailing 
0930 to overtake 0.N.28.
(VENOMOUS 1839A/22)

Request escorts of* Southbound convoys may be 
instructed not to pass B.8 buoy before 0930 until after 26/10.
(C. in C. Nore 2325A/22 to C. in C. Rosyth.)
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Sailings
to
Gibraltar.

North Atlantic.
My 1550/19 / sailings to Gibraltar may be 
resumed but strict instructions are to be given 
to masters to proceed inside territorial waters 
including passage through Gabezos passage if 
possible. (F.O.C.N.A. 1204/22 to Consuls 
Lisbon, Huelva, Cadiz, Seville).
/ Not to Admiralty 1027A/25 from F.O.C.N.A. 
says this message is passed for information*

Convoy My 1620A/18. Date of sailing H.G. 75 should
H.G. 75. be selected so that maximum A/S escort can be

provided. (A.C.N.S. (T) 1233A/22 to F.O.C.N.A.) 
Departures ROCHESTER, ARIGUANI, LAMERTON, BLUEBELL, 
HELIOTROPE, CARNATION, CAMPION, MALLOW,LA MALOUINE, 
COMMANDANT DUBOC with H.G. 75- Local escort 
until prudent limit of endurance, COSSACK,
LEGION^, VIDETTE. (F.O.C.N.A. 1702A/22).
Your 12;>3A/22 convoy has formed ut> 17 ships.
Escorts (as 1702A/22). (F.O.C.N.A. 1720A/22 to
Admty.)

Rescue tug In view of present convoy routes there is urgent 
SALVONIA. need for seagoing rescue tug to be stationed at

Azores or Funchal. Only tugs suitable have 
recently been in commission. Proposed to return 
SALVONIA to her owners for management in order 
that she v/ill revert to merchant status. SALVONIA 
will retain her defensive armament but her crew 
will be discharged from Naval Service and D.E.M.S. 
ratings would wear plain clothes in port.
Request you will confirm there is no objection 
to basing SALVONIA at Azores or Funchal.
(Hd. of M. 1257A/22 to N.A. Lisbon).

fRcrlstc-,

C0ETL0G0N.sfiiuf
Patrol.;

Arrival 22nd. (Barcelona 125V22).

Situation 1959A HILARY patrolling H.Xo. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1306A/22).

DOMINS.i Fernado Po 14/10 for Tenerifffe or Las Palmas
and probably Cadiz. First Class Spanish passenger 
Ursula De Armas suspected of carrying German 
(? Italian) mails. Search thoroughly baggage 
and quarters. (F.O.C.N.A. 1547A/22 to S & A., N.A)

/EUGENIO C
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

22.10.1941.Wednesday.

North Atlantic-Contd.
My 1915/21, Italian vessel referred to arrived 
Bilbao 22/10 date of departure and destination 
unknown.
2 German armed trawlers sighted from Bilbao 
Harbour 21/10 22/10 apparently on patrol. 
(Bilbao (Graham) 1725/22 to Admty.)

BLUEBELL recovered part German Torpedo in 
310 Spartel Four. Is detailed report required. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1816/22 to Admty.)

C. in C. W.A. 1854A/21 para 2.
1. Formation of new 802 Squadron will entail 
provision of additional accommodation, equipment 
and stores which are not available at Gibraltar.
2. Request proposed complement be signalled so 
that matter can be investigated. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1852A/22 to Adty.)

Based on experience in "Callboy" it is considered 
desirable delivery groups to be used on Gibraltar 
broadcast as follows.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1858A/2?}.

South Atlantic.
R.F.A. DARKDALE exploded spontaneously at 
0015/22 turned over and sank in 5 minutes.
There are 9 survivors of whom 2 were on board 
at the time. Names and details follow together 
with such evidence as can be obtained. (General 
St. Helena 0300/22 to Adty.)
Captain of DARKDALE was ashore and considers 
loss of vessel be due to enemy action. Latter 
impossible to confirm until evidence has been 
examined. (General St. Helena 0345/22).

/Distress
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South Atlantic. Contd.

My 1632/21. Amend para. 2 to read:- 
(2) Ship failed to pass message by direct 
method on H/F. Message read Jacobs W/T Stn., 
from Ship's broadcast on H/F.
(N.O.I/C Simonstown 0459Z/22 to Adty. , C. inC.S.I.)

My 1249N/18 to DEVONSHIRE only. (N.T. in W.D.'' 
Fuel is not now available at St. Helena and 

<U-boat suspected off that island. If fuel 
permits you should continue with convoy fuelling 
at Simonstown. If this not practicable you 
should fuel at Walvis Bay.
PRINCE BAUDOUIN has been ordered to reduce speed 
as necessary to proceed to Walvis Bay direct.
(C. in C.8.A., 0953N/22, to DEVONSHIRE.)

Your 1309/21 approved.
(C. in C .S .A .1058N/22 to R.A.S.A.D.)
Visit to Pernambuco (A) LAVENDER and BERGAMOT 
(B) 1230 G.M.T./27 (c) 24 hours or till repairs 
complete (D) shore assistance to remetal one 
spare main crank head bearing (E) nil (F)
30 each I contractor to board. Please inform 
Consul Pernambuco.
(R.A.S.A.D., 2037Z/22 to N.A. Rio de Janeiro.)

C. in C.3.A., 1125N/22 to B.A.D. Washington.

Visit (a) R.A.S.A.D., in BIRMINGHAM (b) 1230 
G.M.T./30. (c) 48 hours if Ambassador thinks
desirable. (d) defects to main circulators, 
(J) R.A.S.A.D., BIRMINGHAM, ARNMLf,ASTURIAS.. 
Understand POTARO due 30/10 has mails. 
Corvettes proceeding to North with BROOMDALE 
have had engine defects. Possible S.O. may 
ask permission to visit Bahia or Pernambuco. 
(R.A.S.A.D., 1203Z/22 to N.A. Rio de Janeiro.)

Expect to complete discharge BALTAVIA by A.M./24, 
ship will be sailed same day for Freetown in 
accordance with your 1439N/23/9.
(N.O.I.C. Falkland Is.,1418Z/22 to C. in C.S.A.)

/PANTEGLIS
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South Atlantic. Gontd.
Admiralty 1152/18. Failure of R.O. to report 
PANTE^IS was due to fact that R 0 had gone 
on leave without informing S.O.(l), Since 
outbreak of war this was only the second time. 
A vesca should have been made from Luderitz. 
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown 1737B/22.)

Following appears to be position in regard to 
movement from South Africa to M.E . , up to 
middle November.
(D. of S.T. 1819A/22.)

Your 0235/20. The 3rd 6th and_8th reports 
were the only ones already received in Adty. 
Value of such reports would be much enhanced 
if they could be passed to us here as early 
as possible.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1907A/22 to C. in C.S.A.)

Arrival 1610/22. Nothing to report. 
(N.O.I.C. Freetown 2349N/22.)
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MOST SECRET M E S S A G E  1752/22 October IN

CYPHER
Addressed The War Office.
IMMEDIATE

04031. 9718 cipher. 22/10.
I am finding difficulty in assessing my 

responsibilities for North Front Aerodrome. In your 
85572 (Me0.4) of 22/8 am instructed to expect 120 
aircraft per month and maximum daily No. 20. Now 
hear privately it is the intention of Air Ministry 
to pass up to 175 aircraft per month through here 
but have had no cable informing me personally about 
this proposed increase. I have also seen another 
cable from 0. in 0. Western Approaches in which he 
speaks of intention to base a new 802 Sqdn. on 
Gibraltar as well as disembarked personnel from 
AUDACITY. As these and other kindred proposals almost 
inevitably entail additional accommodation and other 
arrangements I should be grateful if I might be kept 
informed of these plans in good time so that I can 
express my views. It was for this reason that I 
despatched my 7882 on 5/8.

D.N.I.(4)
D. of P.(2)
D. N.A.D.
E. P.S.
Hd. of M.
W.D.
I.P.C2)
N.I.D.10 (Pay. Odr. Wilson)

From Gov. & G. in G.
Gibraltar

Date 22/10/41 
Reed. 2055

1752/22
Reed, by hand from War Office 
at 1140/23.

1st Lord. 
1st S.L. 
2nd S.L. 
5th S.L.
VC.N.S.

To:- S.D.4 (for action)
Copies circulated by War Office:- 

O.I.G.S,
V.C.I.G.S.
D.M.O. & P.
D.S.D.
D.D.M.O. (0)
D. D. S. D.
M. 0.1.4.5.
S.D.4.
F.W. 3.
Air Ministry (6)
Wan Reg. Admiralty.

A.O.N.S. (H) 
A.C.N.S.(F) 
N.A. 1st S.L 
D.O.D.(H) 
D.D.O.D. (H) 
D.O.D.(F) 
D.D.O.D. (F) 
D.G.
D. D.I. C.
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Mediterranean.
Photographs. Bomb damage Naples caused night 
16/17 Oct. Royal Arsenal 4 wings main building 
destroyed by fire. Small adjoining building 
burnt out. Other buildings damaged.
Torpedo factory 2 craters near S.E. corner. 
Buildings probably damaged by blast. No damage 
I.M.A. M. Factory or marshalling yards 
roundhouse roof damaged by blast.
0720 1 submarine 29 miles N.E. Kerkennah course 
E.S.E. dived on aircrafts approach.
0855 hours 1 submarine half mile east Syracuse 
heading Augusta 5 knots. 0720 hours 1 M/V 
4000 tons 1 probable tanker 5000 tons N.E.
Ras Maamoura. (Cape Boh) north east course 
along coast 6/8 knots. 6 Blenheims despatched 
attack above M/V and tanker sighted and 
attacked 1210 hours 2 ships closer in shore 
1 M/V 1500 tons 1 schooner 600 tons possibly 
carrying petrol 5 miles behind. Position 7 
miles N.E. Ras Maamoura heading north 5 knots. 
Total bombs dropped 6000 lbs.
Direct hits M/V schooner. Schooner blew up 
tremendous explosion sank 2 minutes. M/V left 
blazing amidships. Bridgework giving off 
column black smoke. M/V identified French 
DIVONA markings on reverse side to attacks.
(H.Q., R.A.F., Malta 0147/22.)

24 Wellingtons attacked storage depot Naples 
1917/21 to 0043/22. Total bombs dropped 38 
tons. Incendiaries started fires in target 
area later increased by H.E. bombs to 1 
enormous fire 400 yards square with flames up 
to 1,000 feet and smoke 12,000 feet visible 80 
miles away. Squadron newly arrived from 
operations over Germany State biggest they have 
seen. Other smaller fires started round target 
area many buildings demolished railway station 
well on fire great destruction by 4,000 lb. 
bombs. Return journey started fires Catania 
Nicosia and centre Sicily. Opposition 
ineffective.
(H.Q.,R.A.F., Malta, 0925/22.)

Reported Italian S.S. CAPO PINO 5,000 tons 
sailed from Trieste for Istanbul about 10/10, 
Grade B2.
(N.A.Istanbul 1307/22.)

/Assistance...
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Mediterranean. Contd.
Following from C's of S., No. 186 to C ’s in G 
M.E., and Med.
1. Since the despatch of C ’s of S. No. 182 to 
which we have as yet received no reply, Yugoslav 
Authorities have made a further most pressing 
appeal for despatch of arms to their guerilla 
hands numbering from 80 to 100,000 men now 
fighting in Yugoslavia. Request is for 400 
Bren Guns, 70 Trench Mortars, 100,000 hand 
grenades, revolvers, together with ammunition, 
medical stores for 10,000 wounded urgently 
required.
2. Transportation difficulties are realised, 
but we urge the importance of doing anything 
which is in any way possible for these people 
who are fighting for their lives.
3. Telegraph urgently what you propose and if 
we can help.
(See to 1st. S.L. 1357A/22 to C. in C.Med.)

TETRARGH is to proceed to U.K. calling at 
Gibraltar as necessary. Further instructions as 
to destination will be issued by Admiralty. 
(Capt.(s) 1645B/22 to Gapt.(s) 10.)

Cancel my 1731B/19. Operation B.S. Para. 19, 
bring into force Condition B. S/M's are to 
proceed as follows H.M.S. TRUANT to patrol in 
Adriatic in accordance with orders issued by 
Capt. S.10. TRUSTY to area P 037° 08* 020° 05’ 
340° 80 70 remain west of 019° 12* until 2200B/22. 
THORN to proceed Alexandria through following 
positions.
(a) 034° 30* 024° 12’ (b> 034° 07' 026° 22’
(c) 033° 02’ 028° 48’.
THORN endeavour to pass position 036° 18’ 021°
28' and position (c) about noon 23rd and 26th 
respectively and adjust speed to arrive 
Alexandria Sanctuary 0500B/27. PORPOISE is 
routed to Alexandria through positions 033° 50' 
025° 53' and 032° 32’ 028° 44’ arriving A.M./26. 
(Capt. (S) 1 1651B/22 to THORN, TRUANT, TRUSTY.)

Your 0241Z 20 not to Admiralty. VENDETTA is 
proceeding to Singapore to refit in accordance 
with Admiralty instructions.
(?C. in C. Med., 1716B/22 to C. in C. China.)

/URGE
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Mediterranean. Oontd.
Moving East. 2 ships hit off Kuriat. 
(URGE 1910A/22 to Oapt. (s) 10.)

My 0927B/5 Canal Company are ready to proceed 
with cutting away and removal of stern of 
TYNEFIELD in co-operation with Fleet Salvage 
Officer. They await guarantee of indemnifica
tion in advance for cost of work. Engines are 
in stern portion and believed to be in good 
condition.
-N.O.I.C. pass to Fleet Salvage Officer. 
(s.B.N.O. Suez Canal 1945B/22 to Adty.)

Your 2029B/22. Position, Course and speed 
031° 36' N . , 029° 35’ E . , 180° 20 knots. 
Intend continuing. (JUPITER 2113B/22 to 
C. in C.Med., KANDAHAR.)

21/10. 6 Enemy raiders approached Island 1735
hours. Two crossed coast dropped bombs ]and 
and sea. No casualties or damage. 1141 hours 
approximately 12 raiders over Island great 
height. 4 Macchi 200's dived and machine 
gunned Ta Kal Aerodrome from 1,000 feet.
2 civilians and 1 airman very slightly wounded. 
No other damage. Damage to Tripoli recent 
raids. Many buildings especially Spanish Quay 
area damaged. Crater on road near Spanish 
Mole caused certain damage to surrounding 
buildings. Night Oct. 21/22. Six Blenheims 
high altitude attack barracks Homs. Total 
bombs dropped 4,780 lbs. Burst seen among 
buildings in target area.
(H.Q.. R.A.F., Malta 2125/22.)

My 1111/21* H.M. Ambassador should be kept 
fully informed of all arrangements.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 2132A/22 to N.A.Angora for Ad.Kelly.)

Now loading iron ore and Aniseed expected 
sailing any time possibly direct possibly via 
Taragona for Genoa.
(Valencia 2145/22 to M. of V/.T.)

following transports sailed 1000/22 for 
Gibraltar - EMPIRE GUILLEMOT no passengers or 
:argo has oil for 30 uays steaming. Will 
require water and provisions. CITY OF LINCOLN 
passengers for U.K. no cargo. Has oil for ĵO days, steaming^ will require oil and water. 
DUNEDIN STAR passengers all for U.K. Has Diesel
Dil for 26 days’ steaming. ^ m  ti n  r> w a '' i). S. T. 0. Malta 2350A/22 to D. of S.T. ,F. O.C.N.A.,
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f
My 12U3/20. Ship arrived.
(S.O. (I) Bombay 08U6Z/22.)

A.M. 23U2A/21. POLYPHEMUS arrived. 
(D.D.I.C. 113UA/22)

Colombo departure 1005Z/22 (1005Z/22) 
(S.O.(I) Colombo 1206Z/22.)

China
Cancel my 1956/13/U. In event of war with 
Japan compulsory Ship Navicert system will not 
be introduced in Pacific until after consultation 
and agreement with U.S. Govt.
2. For purposes of Contraband Control ehemy 
territory will be whole Japanese Empire, Indo 
China and whole China coast excluding Macao and 
the International Settlement and French concessio 
at Shanghai.
3. Ships bound for or carrying cargo consigned 
to enemy territory as defined in para 2 or to 
Thailand, Macao, the International Settlement 
or the French concession at Shanghai should be 
sent in to a British port for Contraband Control. 
U. Philippines, N.E.I. and French Pacific 
Islands should be treated in the same way as 
Hong Kong, Sarawak, North Borneo and British 
Pacific Islands for which shipments should be 
allowed without restriction as to consignee or 
quantity provided circumstances do not suggest 
they will fall into Japanese hands, Pacific ports 
of U.S.S.R. will be left for decision at the 
time.
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China
5. Enemy export control will only be exercised 
if and when reprisals order in Council is 
extended to Japan. Until that time ships found 
carrying goods of enemy origin are to be re
ported to Admty. at first opportunity giving 
details of such goods. Nothing in this alters 
instructions now in force regarding Vichy ships 
sailing from Indo-China to Madagascar.
(A.C.N.S. (F) 2133A/22 to C. in C. China & E.I.)

America & West Indies
Sailed U.K. 17/10 with following personnel on 
board.
(D. of S.T. 0746/22 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

Your 1151A/11 addressed B.A.R.M. Spare gear 
for submarines is ready awaiting shipment as 
follows. Request instruction.
(B.A.D. Washington, 1031R/22 to Admty.)

(British) ex O.N. 24* Destination Melbourne caught fire 
No. 5 hold 19/10. arrived St. Johns 21/10. Fire 
under control some damage to cargo slight damage 
to vessel.
(N.C.S.O. St. John's N.F. 1325Z/22 to Admty.)

N.O.I.C. Greenock 1826A/21 and C. in C. W.A. 
1943A/21 not to all addressees. Request 
ROSTHERN may be sent to Tobermory to replace 
MOOSEJAW.
(C.C. Newfoundland, 1409Z/22.)

ex S.C. 50 arrived 21/10. Minor damage due to 
heavy weather.
(N.C.S.O. St. John's N.F. 1458Z/22.)

/HARDWICKE____
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America and West Indies-Contd.
(9000 tons) Ran ashore Diamond Rock Northern 
entrance of Gulf of Paria a.m./21. Ship was 
got off in evening by Naval craft and harbour 
tug and is now in Port of Spain anchorage bow 
aground drawing I4.O feet forward. Cargo of 9000 
tons meat, number 1 and 3 holds flooded, Fear most 
of cargo will be lost.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 16U0Q/22).

Your 1125/22. U.S. Authorities concur and have 
informed escort accordingly.
(B.A.D. Washington, 1809R/22 to C. in C. S.A.)

Your 1605A/22. These tugs are now due Juliane- 
haab 23/10 and are being instructed by G.B.M.S. 
to remain Julianehaab for further orders. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1943Z/22 to Admty.)

Your 1652A/21. Request approval for embarking 
full capacity of military and air force 
personnel in PASTEUR at Halifax 3/11 to sail 
for U.K. U/ll. If CHRISTIAAN HUYGENS can be 
completed in time is she to sail with this 
convoy, using only accommodation for 100. 
Propose designating this convoy T.C. 1U A. 
(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, 2011Z/22 to Admty.)

My 1632Q/15 ASTURIAS and DERWENTDALE will not 
sail from Trinidad until 25/IO.
(C. in C. A.W.I. 2122Q/22 to R.A.S.A.D.)

When ready for sea B.A.R.M. is requested to 
sail NEWCASTLE to Bermuda manned in accordance 
with A.M. 2217/3.
2. C. in C. A. and W.I. is requested to arrange 
for NEWCASTLE to work up at Bermuda for seven 
days and then sail her for U.K.
3 . One Walrus aircraft only should be embarked 
at Bermuda.
4 . On arrival in U.K. intend that ship should, 
if circumstances permit, give 21 days’ leave in 
one watch to personnel remaining in ship. Some 
adjustment to complement will then be effected.
5. Ship will then v/ork up at home with H. F. 
(A.C.N.S. (F) 21U2A/22).
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New Zealand
(i) Intend leave Suva a.ra./31 arriving 
Auckland, p.m./2/11.
(ii) During stay Auckland it will be necessary
to make good following additional defects 
recently developed: Estimated time about
8 days.
(iii) Suggest opportunity to call at Singapore 
may be taken for hull scraping after 5 months 
out of dock and make tight oil tanks which are 
seriously leaking. Estimated time b or 5 days.
(iv) Request programme may be amended according 
ly. (LE TRIOMPHANT 0500Z/22)

Have you any news of WAITAKI due Bluff 1U/10 
from Melbourne.
(D.T.D., 1820A/22 to D.N.I. Wellington)
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Ships Attacked
AURANIA H.M.S. AURANIA’s P.C. and S. at 1U00A/21 051°
(Torpedoed 38' N . , 016° 21* W. 062° 10 knots.
21/10.,') (C. in C. W. A. 0056A/22 to BADSWORTH)

Convoy.&LAQitHODiBL SfWSma
Sunk..
TREVERBYN
Missing.

Convoy attacked 2105A/21 in 051° 28’ N . , 018°
55* W. by one S/M TREVERBYN sunk. Some 
survivors in ASPHODEL. ASPHODEL looking for 
survivors (f) U-Boat was sighted twice at 2155 
and 2227 at which time one torpedo was reported 
to have passed through convoy.
(WELLINGTON 1201A/22)
My 1201A/22 SERBINO torpedoed and sunk not 
TREVERBYN ASPHODEL has U7 survivors. No sign 
of TREVERBYN.
(WELLINGTON 1U31A/22 to C. in C. W.A. , Admty.)

VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Your 1517Z/21. No information re survivors or 
vessel. Will signal when news received. 
(N.S.H. Q. , Ottawa, 132UA/22)

Submarines Reported
0955 G.M.T. D/P at 0955/22 G.M.T. on 10510 kc/s indicates
near S.L. 89. that U-Boat is in vicinity of convoy S.L. 89.

(D.D.I.C. 11U5A/22 to escort of S.L. 89-)

1210C/20. Bearing b y  D/F on 5882 kc/s at 1210C/20 U-Boat
068° 3U' 039° 52* Admty. pass to SUFFOLK. 
(S.B.N.0. North Russia, 12U6C/20 to Admty.)

1201 G.M.T. By D/P 57° 50' N., 7° 20* E. unreliable fix,
probably Northward bound.
(D.D.I.C. , 1U21A/22.)

1UU5 Am over enemy submarine in 51° 30' N . , 16° O ’ W.
Enemy S/M previously reported was sighted on 
surface and observed to submerge when first 
sighted was on course 150° speed 3 knots.
(A/C 9 G.X.P. 1UU5/22)

Estimated U-Boat dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C., 150UA/22)

/Am over....
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

Submarines Reported-Contd.
Am over enemy submarine in 51° 28' N., 16° 19* W 
(A/C 7 L. Z.A. 1525/22.)

Master of Portuguese trawler ACOR reports 
sighting U-Boat on airface 300° Cape St. Vincent 
6 miles steering N.W. speed 9 knots at 0600/22 
also 4 engine German bomber in same position 
same time. P.O.C.N.A.
(IMPERIALIST 1630Z/22 to P.0.C.N.A.,/1757A/22 
to S. and A., N.A.S.)

Submarines Attacked
In 52° 23' N., 16° 18’ W. Estimate hits nil. 
(A/C 7 L.Z. 1040/22)

In 52° 18’ N., 17° 49' W. hits nil. 
(A/C 7 L.Z.P. 1150/22.)

Preliminary report of attack on U-Boat by 
BROADWATER in 57° N., 24’ (°) W. at Approx 0430/1 
All records were lost when BROADWATER was 
torpedoed and facts were obtained verbally 
from C.O.
At 0400 BROADWATER on Port Beam of Convoy,
Course 090° Speed 6£ knots. Tanker 2 miles on 
Starboard Beam torpedoed. 0426 H.E. bearing 
190° held for 2 minutes. Altered towards and 
increased to 12 knots. 0429 U-Boat sighted 
bearing Green 60. U-Boat was turning to 
Starboard inside BROADWATER turning circle but 
at 0430 straightened up and steered away on 
a zig zag course at approximately 18 knots.
0431 U-Boat started diving one cable ahead 
turning to port. BROADWATER passed over swirl 
hand to starboard to throw stern over U-Boat. 
Dropped 3 depth charges set to 100 feet.
Charge from port thrower appeared well placed 
and four explosions were distinctly heard, 
last being loudest. Failed to regain contact 
and three Corvettes, just arrived names 
unknown also failed. Patch of oil 75 yards 
diameter appeared over position of depth 
charges. BROADWATER rejoined convoy at 0930. 
Consider this U-Boat was possibly destroyed. 
(Capt. (D) Londonderry, 1930/22.)
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Navigational 
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U-Boat campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e .g . when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diury commences;-

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(l September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(l September 1943)..

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) "(1 July 1941, No. 222)

(g) Daily Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations,
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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Co-operation 
with U.S.A.

Convoys.

C.5. 5k. 
shelled.

scattered.

S.L.89.
A ttack
enemy
destroyers
possible.

5A8
23.10.19U1.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
Owing to the bursting through frost of radiators 
in prime movers, landed at Archangel from U.K. 
in temperatures as low as 12° F. without being 
drained, orders have been given that all vehicles, 
prime movers and generators in ships of Convoy 
P.Q^2 are to be examined and if full are to be 
drained.

These ships are to proceed to the Indian Ocean 
after 7/11.

(U.S.) C. in C. Atlantic has issued instructions 
that in case Axis heavy raiders should gain 
open sea without prior detection, U.S. heavy 
covering groups at Bermuda, Argentia (2 groups) 
and Iceland at 6 hours notice, shall take up 
positions to cooperate with the British Fleet.

Revised instructions were issued today regarding 
evasive alterations of course by ocean convoys.

Convoy C.E. 51+ was behind time and a large part 
of it passed Dover in daylight this morning. 
Visibility was occasionally extreme. Enemy 
batteries fired some 19 rounds at the convoy, 
but no ships were hit although 15 rounds fell 
amongst the convoy.

Convoy 0.S.9 has again been badly scattered 
by a violent northwesterly gale. ANTWERP is 
proceeding to the Azores, short of fuel, and 
the fuel situation of all the other escorts is 
becoming serious. The position of the convoy is 
approx. 1+5° 52’ N. 23°' 18' W. at 1500Z.

It is reported (B.3) that PRINZ EUGEN is due 
to leave Brest today. Two destroyers were 
sighted at sea off La Pallice at 1230 today; 
this, combined with reports of mine sweeping 
activity lends colour to correctness of the 
report. Alternatively, attack on S.L. 89 
by destroyers alone may be intended.
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British Air Operations.
5 aircraft attacked the enemy "battlecruisers 
at Brest last night and 18 airdraft attacked 
the docks at Le Havre.

North and South Atlantic.
Diversion of Fresh instructions regarding the diversion of 
independent" ships sailing independently in the North and
ships. " South Atlantic, to avoid known dangers, came into

force at 0001 G.M.T. today.

North Atlantic.
The Spanish authorities are objecting to the 
measures taken to protect Gibraltar harbour 
against a repetition of attack by submarines.

The Admiralty today emphasise the value of the 
trawler patrol employed on Contraband Control 
off the coast of Portugal.

South Atlantic.
Operation Force F (DUNEDIN, VEMY, BRILLIANT) and 2
"Corridor". Sunderlands commenced today a search of Cape 

Verde Islands for U-boats.
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Mediterranean.
5 Blenheims attacked Cotrone Chemical Works 
this morning.

Italian
A.M.O.
sunk.

C. in C. Med. reports that at 1314/14 UNIQUE iUmxt) 
torpedoed an armed merchant cruiser of the 
CITTA DI GENOV\ class in 40° 26’ N. 14° 20’ E.
The vessel appears to have sunk later t«*Jrn***-)

At 1028 today 4 Blenheims attacked and report 
having seriously damaged a 2000 ton merchant 
vessel 50 miles 300° Marittimo.

One Wellington bombed Naples last night and 
reported fires from previous raids still 
burning.

Libya and 
Western 
Desert.

U-boats are active along the Western Desert 
coast and on the Alexandria - Port Said shipping 
route but operations by destroyers have not yet 
succeeded in disposing of any of them.

4 Wellingtons attacked shipping at Tripoli 
last night, apparently with some success.

4 Wellingtons attacked the harbour works at 
Benghazi last night.

Greece. C. in C. Med. today declared an area dangerous
due to British mines, in the approaches to the 
Gulf of Aegina (Piraeus).

H.G. 73 
COS&ACK
torpedoed.

U-Boat Campaign.
COSSACK was reported torpedoed at 22552 today 
in 35° 36’ N. 10° 4' W. The forward part was 
completely wrecked; the after part was taken 
in tow but sank on 27/10. COSSACK was engaged 
in escorting Convoy H.G.75 at the time.
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INCHES ITH. 
SANDA. 
KILLEGRAY. 
SCARBA.

Co-oneration 
in event of 
heavy units 
Breaking out.
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HOME COMMANDS.

23.10.1941.Thursday.

Policy.
The Flag of V.A.2 is to "be transferred from 
PRINCE OF WALES to LUKE OF YORK at 0900/24.
(C. in C. H.F. 1037A/23).
Your 1037A/23. All accommodation in DUKE OF 
YORK is required for trial parties. Suggest, as 
no accommodation is available for V.A.2 and staff 
that they proceed on leave, joining DUKE OF YORK 
at Scapa about 5/11. (C. in C. Rosyth 1815/23
to C. in C. H.F.)
C. in C. Rosyth’s I815/2p. Request approval 
for V.A.2 to hoist his flag in RENOWN.
(C. in C. H.F. 2309A/23 to Admty.)

On completion of satisfactory trials request 
you will sail BEAUFORT for Scapa towork up prior 
to joining Mediterranean Fleet. (D.O.D. H. 
1250A/23 to F.O.I.C. Liverpool).

Allocation COLTSFOOT to Liverpool is cancelled 
and ship is to join North Atlantic Command. 
COLTSFOOT is to proceed to Greenock on completion 
of working up and F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested 
to report earliest date ship will be ready to 
proceed abroad. (C. in C. W.A. 1501A/23).

Norwegian Naval authorities have suggested that 
a Norwegian Liaison Officer might be acceptable 
to you on your staff. Request your remarks. 
(A.C.N.S. CH) 1804A/17 to C. in C. H.F.)

When worked up and ready for sea, request you 
will sail Trawlers INCHKEITH, SANDA, KILLEGRAY 
and SCARBA to New Zealand. Route.
Ships are expected to be ready to sail late 
December. (Head of M. 2020A/23 to C. in C. W.A.)

Co-operation with U.S.A,
The C. in C. Atlantic has issued instructions 
to his major subordinate Commanders that in case 
Axis heavy raiders should gain open sea without 
prior detection U.S. heavy covering groups on 
6 hours notice shall initially proceed toward 
positions in readiness upon receiving code words 
KASKA8KIA SANDUSKY namely Bermuda group lat.
40 long. 40 both Argentia groups lat. 50 long.
40 and Iceland Group lat. 60 long. pO. He assumes 
that under such circumstances similar British 
Groups based in Home waters will probably proceed 
initially toward positions in readiness 1 to 
southwestward another either to westward or 
southward. (Opnav 2232Z/23 to Admty.).
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Date 23.10.41 
Reed:2335

ADDRESSED: The War Office.

MEG

MOST IMvIEDIATE

04331 K.33. cipher 23/10.

Chiefs of Staff from Macfarlane.

You should see Ambassadors telegram 14 to Foreign 
Office at once. It puts the situation from this angle 
very clearly. These points stand out.

(a) The tragic pity that Iskay and I did not (repeat 
not) get our talk with Stalin and Shaposgnikov.

(b) The fact that Russians cannot or will not understand
what they regard as our inactivity in this crisis.

(c) The fact that Molotov and Kremlin run all higher
(? direction of ) war and strategy is dealt with 
between Molotov and Ambassador at a meeting 
arranged primarily for Sir. W. Citrine.

Ambassador has naturally discussed whole question 
fully with me and I am in complete agreement with him.
I give you my opinion which reflects the local situation 
and our psychology. I give it only as an opinion to 
help you appreciate. Message ends.

2035/23
Received from War Office 1145/24.

Advance

1st Lord.
1st S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S. (F)
N.A. 1st S.L. 
P.A.S.(S)
D.O.D.(F) 
D.D.O.D.(F) 
D.O.D.(H) 
D.D.O.D.(H)
D. Of P. (2) 
Duty Capt.(2)
E. P.S.
Hd. of M. (10) 
I.P.(2)
N.I.D. 10 Pavm.
vr.D.
d !n !i.(4)
D.D.I.C.

C.A.S. Air Ministiy 
A. C. A. S.CD Air

Ministry 
Plans 1, Air

Ministry.

copies sent Duty Capt. D.O.D,(H) D.D.I.C, 
War Office Distribution:-- 
Copies to: S.of S.

C. I.G.S.
V. C. I. G. S.
D. M.O. & P.
D.D.M.O.(0)
M.0.1.5.12.
S.D.l.
D.M.I.
D.D.M.I.(I)
M. 1.3.3c. 14*(J.I.C . ).6.'(2).

(3 )
Brigadier Firebrace. (RoomOB) 
Col.Thompson.M.0.1.JP. 
Col.Shoosmith (Cabinet Offices)

(2 )
Col. Jacob. (Cabinet Offices) 

Cdr. Wilson.Foreign Office. (Mr.Cavendish
Bentinck).

Admiralty (War Registry).
C. N. S. Admiralty.
N. I. D. 16 Admiralty.
Air Ministry AI.3A(i) for

P,/T. VJi 11 i a m s ).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.

ALAUNIA. My 1912A/21. Request you will sail ALAUNIA,
WOLFE. WOLFE, and MALOJA to Southampton.
liALOJA. 2. Capt. D. Londonderry is to sail IBIS and

ABERDEEN to R/V with these A.M.Cs as arranged 
by F.O.i/c Greenock.
3. A.M.Cs are to be sailed to arrive off Lizard 
at daylight 28th when IBIS will be relieved by a 
Destroyer detailed by G. in C. Portsmouth.
4. On relief IBIS is to return direct to 
Londonderry at best speed and boiler clean.
5. ABERDEEN is to provide escort to Needles 
if required returning direct to Londonderry.
6. C. in C. Portsmouth is requested to order 
ABERDEEN to part company and return to London
derry as soon as circumstances permit.
(C. in C. W.A. 0013A/25 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Your 1912A/21 and 0013A/23 and A.M,1147A/22.
One destroyer from Portsmouth Y/ill be available 
to reinforce escort off Lizard for passage up 
Channel. Request time of R/V. Ships should be 
routed through 180° St. Catherines 20 miles to 
arrive at the end of Q Z S 169 at dawn.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1103A/23 to C. in C. W.A.)

PRINCE OF. 
WALES.

Scapa departure V.A. 2. in PRINCE OF WALES with 
ELECTRA and EXPRESS.
(A.C.O.S. 0707A/23)

Force G. Admiralty 2256A/22.
*-------- - (i) Para.(l) (a) HESPERUS detailed.

(ii) S.O. A/S Escort. ELECTRA.
(iii) Route, (a) 055° 45' N. 008° W. (b) 055
45* 017°. (c) 050° 20*, 026°. (d) 044° 027 .
(vi) N.O.I.C. Greenock, N.O.I.C. Londonderry are 
requested to sail ships accordingly.
(vii) F.O.C.N.A. is requested to issue onward 
route from position (d).
(C. in C. W.A. 1249A/23.)

RAMILLIES. RAMILLIES and ROYAL SOVEREIGN are required to
ROYAL proceed to the Indian Ocean.

SOVEREIGN. 2. Stores and provisions are to be embarked by
7/11 to maximum capacity, subject to not inter
fering with fighting efficiency.
5. A Minimum of 44 days* sea victualling is to 
be included.
(4th S.L. 1622A/23. )

PICTOU. Repeat your P.C. and S. (C. in C. W.A. 2230A/23
to PICTOU. \
When CHAMB]^ leaves convoy 0.N.25 she is to 
report movements of PICTOU and orders given 
to latter.
(C. in C. W.A. 2244A/23.)
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M/V off 
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’’Hedgehog”
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CAPELLA
attacked
22/ 10 .
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23.10.1941.
Thursday.

HOME'COMMANDS.

Operations.
C.E.54 was "behind time table and a large part 
of it passed Dover in daylight this morning. 
Visibility was variable and occasionally 
extreme, so that a target was provided for enemy 
Coastal batteries. About 0900 4 rounds were 
fired which fell short of rear of convoy when 
near Goodwin Pork, and betv/een 1045 and 1120 
15 rounds fell amongst convoy off Ramsgate.
No damage reported.
(V.A. Dover 1157A/23. )

Proceed to investigate 600 ton M/V reported by 
air in 049° 30' N. 006° 10’ W. course 080°,
6 knots, at 0800/23.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1204/23 to ATHERSTONE.)
My 1204. If M/V is brought in, she should be 
taken to Penzance.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1314/23 to ATHERSTONE.)

P.O.S. 0929A/14/10 and Admiralty Docket M W  D 
035l/41 of 29th September 1941, trial VII para.5. 
Request very early information as to probable 
date of trial so that other commitments can be 
met.
(Capt. S.3. 1457A/23 to D.A/S.W. )

British Air Activity.
Pru-Bergen-Oslo-Stavanger-Haugesund and ’’Hornli” 
in position.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1245/23)

On Night 22/23 five A/C claim to have identified 
the docks at Brest where SCHARNHORST and 
GNEISENAU lie; and bombs were dropped and fires 
observed in the dock area. The docks at Havre, 
Dunkirk and Ostend were also bombed.
(H.Q. B.C. 1600/23.)

Energy Air Activity.
Enemy A/C attacked Swedish Tanker in Thorshavn 
roads at 1030/22. Encountered strong A/A fire. 
All bombs missed. No casualties or damage.
(O.G. Troops, Faroes, 1050/23 to War Office.)
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Operation
J.X.

Sweeps off 
Dover^

WELSHMAN.

S.N.83

S.N.24 C.

Portland.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining.
Your 1850/22. Arrived WELSHMAN, MANXMAN. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth 0955A/23)
Details of operation. (C. in G. Portsmouth 
1907A/23) See Lion Copy.

Sweeping carried out to 0800/23. By S.A.Trawlers 
in Q.Z.S 238 and Convoy Route as in my 1931/5.
Two Acoustic Mines detonated as reported in 
my 1021. By OROPESA Trawlers in Q.Z.S 238 from 
Cl. to No. 10 Buoy nothing found. By S.A. and 
L.L. Trawlers Q.Z.S 191 and between Dumpton and 
Dover in Q.Z.S 190 and 269. Negative results.
(V.A. Dover 1031A/23.)

1. Request you will sail WELSHMAN for Port Z.A. 
on completion of operation J.X.
2. She will not he required for a further 
operation under C. in C. Plymouth.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1121A/23 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

1. The proposals contained in your N0.435/M.L. 
01000/15 of 12th September are approved.
2. A.C.O.S. has been requested to carry out the 
necessary minesweeping operations vide A.L.
M/M.S.0817/41 of 14th October.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1122A/23 toR.A.M.)
1. The proposals contained in R.A.(M)'s N o . 
433/M.L. 01000/15 of 12th September have been 
approved.
2. It is requested that you will arrange for the 
laying of S.N.83 to be carried out by R.A.(M) as 
soon as practicable after completion of the 
necessary minesweeping operations, using the 
special material originally provided for S.N.87. 
(A.C.N.S. H. 1123A/23 to C. in C. H.P.)

will be provided if one can be released from a 
convoy. (C. in C. Plymouth 1310/23 to R.A.M.)

Intend to sail HOY, MULL and RYSA at 0700 to 
sweep Q.Z.S 293 from position V Z 0983 to No.l 
buoy where they will R/V with P.W.55 at 1430/24 
and sweep ahead returning to Portland before 
dark. (P.O.I.C. Portland 1801A/23.)
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From C. in 0. Portsmouth Date 24,10,41.

Reed. 0309.
NAVAL CYPHER (A.l) BY W/T

Addressed H.I1.S. MANXMAN H.M.S, WELSHMAN Repeated 
Admiralty, F.O.(S), H.CUC.C., N.O.I.G. Dover, N.O.I.C. Newhavon, N.O.I.C, Portland, 0. m  G, Plymouth.
AIDAO■ ir r - ir rr *

831., - Operation J X.'
1. Object (?corrupt’group) to lay mines between (a). 
049 dens. 52f North 000 dogs. 30' East and 049 dogs, 56» North dOO dogs. 41’ East (B) 050 dogs. 11’ North dpi dogs, 07’ East and 050 dogs. 18’ North 001 dogs. 16’ East mines being laid in groups on a, zig-zag course across line 
joining above positions. ■ ;
2* Mines Each outfit consists of a mixture of mark 
XVII/XVIT afid mark XVII/XVIII units all with flooder set to 40 days, and mark XVIII delayed release sinker set to operate at intervals spread over middle 20 days of life or minefields *6 feet below chart datum.
3s Intelligence Sent to H.M.S. Y/ELSHMATF "Only. -- -

and H.M.S.

4. Execution H.M.S. WELSHMAN Is to lay (a) H.M.S. 
M A N X IvIA rrO ETi They- are to leave Portsmouth passing gate at 1700 24 October and E A 5 buoy at 1900 and proceed to 
carry out lay ordered. On completion H.M.S. WELSHMAN is to proceed to Plymouth to re-embark (corrupt group) ,,
n a o o in r r  r n l  1 n n  r\r\oi + i n n o  rtorrej 1 Rt N o r t h.ng through following positions 050 degs. 15' Nori 
... legs. 30' West and 180 degs. Start Point 10 miles 
entering by Q Z S 278 passing breakwater 0830 25th. Speed after laying 30 knots until 0001 25 thence 25 knots to 0500 thence as requisite. On completion of laying H.M.S. MANXMAN is to return to Southampton (Number 26 berth) by inshore convoy route passing through following positions , 050 dogs. 24* North 000 degs. 54' East 050 degs. 45’ North 
000 degs. 42’ East thence By Q Z S 271 and 169. Speed „ after laying 30 knots until 0001 25 thence 20 knots to G 1 buoy thence 15 knots, course to be reversed an hour after leaving Shoreham buoy, back to Shoreman buoy thence as 
requisite to enter Q Z S 169 at dawn,
5. Lights will be shown as follows - Start Point fcp 5 minutes' each~quarter hour from 0530 to 0635 25, Boachy Hoad for 5 minutes each quarter hour from 0130 to 0205 
25. ‘ ‘ -

6/.

ISON



SSjf.
(3

< )

- a - ■> ■
6. Cancellation H.M.-S. MANXMAN and H.M.S. WELSHMAN have full discretion to cancel oporation or. jotticon nines if circumstances so require.

( )

7. Communications W/T watch is to ‘he kept on H D < \ routine“*Siid‘ on 2300 kc/s’ 9
■i • ■« • >

•> :

8. Books are to he landed in accordance with A.F.O. 
149/41.--- -

1907A/23

Advance copy sent D.D.O.D.(M).•• • - . ► ' ' ' f .
1st Lord - ‘1st o*L0 ' • • -
V.C.N.S.A.C.N.S.(H). - *A.C.N.S.(T) (2). : ..
A.C.N.S.(W). ' ' '' • .• . N.A. 1st S.L. , - . . ..."D. ;Of f .(2 5 . . •

- f D.O.D*:(H) • - • 1
■A D.D.OvD. H).D.D.O.B. (ML - :D.N.I. (4)0 /. :• "D.SiD. ■: ' “D.A/S.W. " •

D.M.S.• p.g.9,. I.B.■ ■••'W.-Dv „ .- Duty captain •
lead hf; M. . ■ . a

SrJ.O,- ,
tr fci ©

D- T D (2)
- N*I*DolO fpaymstcr Gdr, Wilson).

abd
i )

1 >

-■+’  -4
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PRIEZ EUGEN.

S.L.89.

South
Shipwash
Buoy.

Oiling at 
Sea.

AURANIA.

555
23.10.1941.
Thursday.

HOME'COMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence.
Following are recent Norwegian shipping 
movements. (il.A. Stockholm 1811/23.) 
See Lion Copy.

Reported that PRINZ EUGEN is due to leave 
Brest today. Graded B.3. Two destroyers were 
sighted at sea off La Pallice at 1230 today. 
This, combined with reports of minesweeping 
activity, lends colour to the correctness of 
this report. Alternatively attack on S.L.89 
by destroyers alone may be intended.
(D.D.I.C. 1900A/23.)

Attack on S.L.89 by enemy destroyers is possible 
tonight. (C. in C. W.A. 1910A/23 to Convoy 
Escorts.)

Navigational.
Light reported extinguished 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1035A/23.)

Technical.
A meeting will be held at the Admiralty at 
1115/30 to consider putting into effect the 
experience and information gained in recent 
trials of oiling at sea. C. in C. W.A. and 
C. in C. H.P. are requested to send representa
tives, and forward by signal proposed items for 
inclusion in Agenda.
(4th S.L. 1803A/23.)

Casualties and Defects.
Your 1712A/22. AURANIA is to proceed to Clyde. 
On arrival the necessary steps should be taken 
to effect temporary repairs and reduction of 
draught forward pending the placing of AURANIA 
for docking and permanent repairs.
(D.O.D. H. 0112A/23)
Arrived Clyde. (P.O.I.C. Greenock 1544A/23.)

/KING GEORGE V. ..



18ll/23**d October*,
SECRET.

Prom N. A. Stockholm.
MESSAGS.

Date 2iul0*/|l, 
Reed, 02+15•

INTERDEPARTMENTAL CYPHER (One Time Tablo) BY CABLE.

Addressed Admiralty. 

IMMEDIATE*

Folloving aro rocont Norwegian shipping movements*
NAME.
BYGDOYBJONN
FELIX
FJELD
HAFNIA
HEKTOR
HALLINGDAL
FBRNDAL2
HEDVIG I

WHENCE. 
left Bergen 
loft Kiel
left Christiansand 
arrived Trondjhom 
arrived Narvik 
arrivod Ghristiansand 
loft Horfol 
passed Brunshottol 
arrived Christiansand

GRAZIELLA arrivod Bodo
KLOVEREN 
KAPRINO 
ELSE MARIE 
MAIJRITA 
NERVA 
RING0R 
LISTO 
STANIA 
STEN 
SELJE 
SARPFOSS 
STANDARD 
STORFJBLDx 
TUGELA 
TRANSPORT TROMA 
THEMIS 
INGERSBKS 
TORRIDAL 
VBSLA 
VBSTRA VLIAilA

loft Bergen 
left Tromsc 
left Christiansand 
arrivod Alesund 
loft Ghristiansand 
arrived Frodcrikstad 
arrivod Tromso 
left Christiansand 
arrived Billet a 
left Horfol 
left Trans o 
arrivod Christiansand 
arrivod Kirkonos 

arrivod Harstad 
loft Christiansand N* 
loft Brunsbuttol 
arrivod Trondjhom 
arrivod Bergen 
arrivod Brokstad 
left Tromso
arrivod Bergon 
arrived Bardc 

1DITH HOWALDT at Christianeand
Graded A.2* repeat A.2.

DATE. DESTINATION.
Oct.IB th Unkn own
Oct. 18th Unknown..
Oct.20th North Norway 
Oct.19th Unknown 
Oct.18th Beliovod Germany. 
Oct.20th Believed northbound 
Oct,19th Believed northbound 
Oct.19th Believed northbound 
Oct.19th Bolievod North 

Norway,
Oct.19th Bolioved North 

Norway.,
Oct.19th Believed Southbound
0 c t.181 h Unknown
Oct.2Oth Unknown
Oct.19th Unknown
Oct.18th Unknown
Oct.19th Unknown
Oct.20th Unknown
Oct.20th Unknown
Oct.19th Unknown
Oct.19th Unknown
Oct.19th Unknown
Oct.19th Unknown
Oct.19th Petsamo
Oct,18th Believed Germany •
Oct,19th Boliovod northbound
Oct.18th Unknown
Oct.18th Unknown
Oct. 13th Beliovod n6irthbound
Oct,19th Unknown
Oct.20th Unknown
Oct.18th Unknown
Oct,18th Unknown
Oct,18th Unknown,

ViC.NiS.
AiC.N.S.(H)N. A. 1st S.L. D.N.I.(M.o-.r.c, (3;*
O ps*(3}*
O. D.C5).
' w . — ------
D.T.D.(2 
D.T.D. Ill D.T.D.(C

(Advance
1813/23*

copy Ops, O.D. O.I.C.)
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HOME COMMANDS. 1

KING GEORGE V.
Casualties and Defects - contd. 1
Your 2251A/20. Request you will send a list of compartments of KING GEORGE V. in which the 
ventilation is most inadequate, the order "being 
the worst compartment first. Tests will be 
carried out on these compartments during forthcoming trials of J.1554.
(Controller 0140A/23 to C. in C. H.P.)

T.L.C.24. Request you will sail ST.OLAVES to assistance of T.L.C.24 in position S.E. Chicken Rock Light. DRANGEY standing by.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 0445A/25 to N.O.I.C. Campel- town.)
ST. OLAVES proceeding. (P.O.I.C. Liverpool 0446A/23)

ROYAL STAR. Has fouled 56 Buoy. Require Salvage Tugs. Am standing by her. (SHELDRAKE 053&V23.) Dep. 
Tugs ST.MELLONS and KROOMAN at 0730A to assist 
ROYAL STAR. (P.O.I.C. Yarmouth 0753A/23.) ROYAL STAR under way on starboard engine only. (SHELDRAKE 0929A/23)

ROSTHERN. C. in C. W.A. 2147a/22. Engine repairs to ROSTHERN will require 14 days to make good before sailing. (P.O.I.C. Greenock 1353A/23.)

MISTRAL. My 1659/16. It is necessary to retube completely 
all boilers. Time for complete retubing is approx, 
three months. If tubes not available, alter-* 
native would be to complete renewal of the fire 
rows together with a proportion of the other tubes. This latter would probably mean the 
acceptance of occasional preparations as has 
happened during recent weeks. Early decision is requested.
(P.O.I.C. Glasgow 1440/23.)

EGLANTINE. R.D.P. not repaired. Proceeding according to previous orders. (EGLANTINE 1758A/25)

VERVAIN. Following from D. Greenock begins:- P.O.I.C. Belfast's 1246A/21. In view of the recent 
sinking of corvettes it is considered modification 
to VERVAIN'S bridge is of great importance. 
1620A/22 ends. Concur. Request this be carried out during present period in hand if at all possible. (C. in C. W.A. 1831A/23.)

/A • L»C» 24
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O .S .9.
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HOME COMMANDS.

C asu a lties  and D e fec ts  -  contd.

A .L .C 's  24 and 25 have ju s t developed fre s h  
d e fe c ts . (PRINCE LEOPOLD 2200/23)

Shipping and Convoys.

Report whether E.C.89 has passed number 5 Buoy. 
(C . in  C. Nore 0101A/23 to  VANITY.)

I f  circum stances appear at the time would i t  
be acceptab le fo r  convoy Q .P .tw o to  be delayed 
up to  th ree days w h ile  a l l  a v a ila b le  B r it is h  
d es troyers  and minesweepers ca r r ie d  out A/S 
search in  the W hite Sea. Adm ira lty  pass to  
C. in  C. H .P. and S.B.N.O. North  Russia. 
(S .B .N .O . Archangel 0920C/23 to  A d ty . )

Au ltbea s e c t io n  o f  0.N.29 w i l l  s a i l  w ithout 
Snowflakes. None a v a ila b le  at th is  p o rt. 
(S t a f f  O f f ic e r  D.E.M. Au ltbea 1047A/23)

Pass to  a l l  ships in  convoy P .Q .2 . R ad ia tors  o f  
a l l  V eh ic le s , Prime Movers, and Generators e tc . 
embarked are to  be im m ediately examined and i f  
f u l l  should be dra ined fo rth w ith .
(D .T .D . 1147A/23 to  NORFOLK)

Many con gra tu la tion s  on b r in g in g  s a fe ly  to  the 
U.K. the ships o f  your convoy.
(C . in  C. W.A. 1255A/23 to  Rear Adm iral C.N. 
R eyn e.)

Your .2044A/22 passed to  Cdre. 0 .S .9  aga in  badly 
s c a tte r in g  by v io le n t  ga le  N.W. C dre.in tends to 
make fo r  p o s it io n  ( q ) when weather moderates.
He requests ships may be inform ed by G.B.M.S. 
message. ANTWERP proceed ing A zores short o f 
fu e l .  Fuel s itu a t io n  o f a l l  the r e s t  becoming 
seriou s. Dead reckoning p o s it io n  is  (?45 ) 52 
(?23 ) 18, course 160° sneed knots.
(EGRET 1500Z/23 to  C. in  C. W .A .)

I

/Convoy H.X.155 . .
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Convoy H.X.155 Following for C. in C.z.,WtA v from VANOC by air- 
CLARE LB9¥. UUfycraft begins. CLARE Life?'and EMPIRE LINK missing 
EMPIRE LII?K. T.0.0 1230Z. Ends. (A.C.I.C. 1601/22 to

558

C. in C. W.A.)

S.C.47. Convoy delayed by head winds and heavy seas. 
All ships.now arrived.
(D.T.D.1945A/23 to Opnav.)

H.X. and 
S.C.
convoys.

Request you will in future pass to N.C.S.O. 
Reykjavik particulars of ships for or calling at 
Iceland which are included in Advance Sailing 
telegrams and Part II of Sailing telegrams. 
(D.T.D. 1944A/23 to C.O.A.C. Halifax, N.C.S.O. 
Sydney, C.B.)

Ocean Convoys. 
Evasive 
alterations 
of Course.

Revised instructions. (D.T.D.2004A/23) See 
Lion Copy.

P.Q.Convoys. Present sailing programme and arrangements. 
Request further information as to discharging 
facilities. (D. of S.T. 2244A/23 to N.C.S.O. 
Archangel) See Lion Copy.



SECRET MESSAGE 20024A/23rd October OUT

Too "A" Message
ii
it
it

Heme 5S6AZ
North Atlantic 228AK 
South Atlantic 228AG America & West Indies 2^0 AJ

Repeated: O'PNAV
Naval Code (j)

Frum Admiralty»
BASEGRAM
HTITE" _______

The following revised Instructions relating to
evasive alterations of course are to be given to Commodore 
of Ocean Convoys and all ships employed on Ocean Convoy 
escort duties, begins:-

"The three situations in which convoys may make 
evasive alterations of course are:-

(a) Normal - Evening alteration to frustrate a possible 
shadower whose presence is not known.

(n) Shadowed - Evasive alterations when it is known that

(c) Diversion ~ An alteration to divert a convoy from 
known or suspected danger in the convey s

the. Commander in Chief of the area should be aware, as far 
as possible, of the approximate position of the convey.

situations is as follows:-
(2) Normal - When the Commodore and/or the Senior Officer

This should not be carried out in the Norch-Western 
Approaches east of the meridian of 12° West, nor in latitudes
where the hours of darkness are negligible.

On occasions it may be desirable, in order that 
convoys may not meet in the dark, that the alteration should 
be mainly to one side. In this case the Admiralty or the 
Commander-in-Chief will signal:-
"Evasive alteration should be made to port/starboard.

It will be appreciated that the primary object of 
the above is evasion of the enemy under cover of darkness,

that convoy is being shadowed or had been 
reported.

track.
In all cases it is desirable that the Admiralty and

The action required by the convoy in these three

of the Escort consider that there are no 
extenuating circumstances which render this 
normal evasion undesirable, the convoy should 

alter away from the course along the route well 
before dark and back after dark so as to be 
once more upon the given route soon after day
light. The convoy should not get more than 
20 miles to port or starboard of the route 
(this gives a UO-mile lane in which to 
manoeuvre)

/while



nc.
(1

while the Admiralty and Commanders-in-Chief retain a knowledge 
of the position of the convoy within certain limits.

Senior Officers of Escorts and Commodores are, therefor# 
at liberty and advised to vary the manner ox evasiun within
the prescribed limits,, „ ,,(b) Shadowed - The Admiralty will inform the Commodore 

through the escort when a sighting report 
is made by an enemy U-boat. If the >JJ 
Admiralty or the Commander-in-Chief so \ 
desire, the direction in which any_ 
consequent evasion is to be made will be 
indicated, or a new route may be ordered. 

The alteration is to be more drastic than for (a) 
If a new route is not repetition not signalled 

the route should be regained soon after daylight.
ji/p watch should i£* possihiloj t»6 set hy escorts and/or

ships cf the convoy so fitted.
In both (a) and (b) the object is to ensure that any 

shadowing enemy observes and, it is hoped, reports the first 
alteration, but does not observe the alteration after dark.

(c> Diversion - The Admiralty or the Commander-m-Chief 
r -;1 ' will signal a new route. Having compliei

with this, the Commodore should normally^ 
proceed as for (a) above.

3, Admiralty Messages 169AZ 15th March, 20£AZ of 1st.
April, and 263AZ of 29th April, are cancelled. Ends.

200hA/23
for D.T.D. (963)

A.C.N.S.(T) (2)
N. A. Is t S. L » 
Ops* (3)
O. D, (5) * 
D-.N .X. (U.)
D* pf S* 2A
L. T.D. (h)
D. T. D. (M)
d . t . d . ( c ;
D» of S. T.
I.p, (3)
D.A/S.W .
0. X > c._
¥. —
D.3.D. (2)
M, (3)W/T; Room

+ A. G. R» M.
+ A. C. R.
+ Hydros. 

A.E. (3)
File X

+ S.W.R.
+ D.A.S.
+ D.N.O.
+ D. of V,

above has been passed to OPNAV 

'Bath by courier
+ For further promulgation as necessary,
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•d October OUT

Date 23*10,41

Interdepartmental Cypher (One Time Table)

Reference your Telegram No.3 of 17th October.

Paragraph 1, Presume 22  ̂ feet fresh water 

Paragraph 3, Please repeat and c la rify .

Paragraph 7, Please repeat* answer mutilated
Please advise whether adequate number of lighters are available: 
Are there fa c il it ie s  for discharge of cargoes direct from 
lighters to ra il.

Paragraph 15(a) Please repeat. Flense advise where is 
Molotov3k tanker berth. Is it  within the bar. Should be glad 
o f any details as to fa c il it ie s . Our present arrangements 
fo r loading.in U.K. for discharging in winter at Ekonomiya are 
ships not to exceed 450 feet overall, draft not to exceed 
21ft. 6 ins. salt water. Sufficient ballast to be leaded in 
U.K. to bring ship safely back assuming ship unable to load any 
cargo. 40 days bunkers to be loaded in U.K. plus 500 tons to 
cover emergency, Sir: months stewards, deck and engine stores 
being supplied. These rales drafted for safety and it  is not
proposed to a lter thorn. The length restriction  is primarily 
f  or" Bakaritsa which Masters c f Q.P.l recommend. Details of 
cargo shipped in P.Q.2 and future shipments being telegraphed 
through S.3.T.O. Arohangel.

Proposal for putting in any fu ll cargoes of foodstuffs has 
been temporarily abandoned but broken stowage in vessels loading 
U.K. in October only (repeat only) w ill bo f i l le d  with bagged 
sugar, and from U.S.A, as regular practice with bagged wheat. 
Referenoe paragraph 2 your YAG 39 16th October* a ll vessels 
sailing from U.K. have heavy l i f t s  such as tanks 16 and 25 tons 
and/or fighter aircraft in cases up to 5 tons and/or M.T. on 
wheels, and/or Bren carriers both under 5 tons. P.Q.2 ships 
cannot handle tanks with their own gear but a ll  subsequent 
despatches from U.K, can handle such l i f t s  an are stowed aboard.

Present programmes of sailings are 

P«Q.3, 5 British Vessels loaded in U.K.

1 British Vessel loaded in America 
1 Panamanian vessel loaded in America

5 Russian vessels loaded in U.K.
1 British Vessel loaded in U.K,
1 Panamanian vessel loaded in America 
1 British vessel loaded in Amerioa and probably 
1 Tanker loaded in U.K.

1 Ta nicer loaded in U.K.

/in order

(
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MOST. SECRET
In  order to  cover p r io r ity  programme alone i t  would be 

necessary to  dispatch Prom th is  Country and U.S,A0 combined ah out 
SO ships per month and under ic c  con d ition s  it  is  o'ovirus from 
your inform ation that th is  is  quite beyond the cap a city  o f  
Archangel unless there is  a large  f l e e t  o f  icebreakers and we 
understand only 3 a v a ila b le .

We consider desirab le  that despite your YAG- 39 hart 2 
p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  using Murmansk to  take whatever balance ox Those 
v e sse ls  Archangel cannot handle should be fu l ly  explores.,, Me 
are proposing d iscuss w ith Russian Government but meantime 
su -^est y -u  make con tact w ith Commanding O ffic e r  R.A,P. v»ing 
and "ask him i f  he can arrange to  report on p r a c t ic a b i l i t y  o f  
using railw ay connecting Murmansk to Archangel-Vologda l in e  and 
obta in  inform ation as to  t r a f f i c  i t  can carry  anu l im it  o f  lea d s .

1st Lord
1st Sa
2nd S»L,
3rd S.L.
4th 8 e li.
5th S,L.
V.C,»1T, 8,
A.C,,H. 8.
A.C, “ T  Q  

»  J . * 9 »

A.C,.IT, 3.
A.C •IT. 8,
IT .A . 1st

( 2)

D. c f  Po (S ) 
D.O.D, (P) 
D.D.O.D. (P) 
D.O.D, (H) 
D.D.O.D. (H) 
D .N . I .  ( 4 )
D • 8 * - J «
D. o f  L ,D,

D.l'T.A.D, 
d . a/ s . w . 
D,1.1,8* 
I ,P .  (2) 
W.B

2244/i/23 

D of S,T,

Duty Captain (2)
Head o f  11,
D.T.S.D.
D. D .I»C .
E . P .3 .
D.T.D. ( 2 ) / . ,
IToI.D, 10 (Payr. Cdr, V/ilson) 
D.G-.D,
Admiral Herman Hodge 
D. of 3.T.

I
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Alleged 
Violation of 
Spanish 
Territorial^ 
waters at/™ 
Algeciras.

North Atlantic.
Spanish Authorities demand immediate measures 
to prevent violation of territorial waters 
Algeciras Bay (?regularly) every night by M.T.Bs 
or fast M.Ls dropping D.Cs close to shore 
especially off La Linea resulting in extreme 
annoyance alarm disturbance fishing and offence 
to Spanish sovereignty.
Minister understands necessary after recent 
Italian attack and does not wish to open question 
of territorial waters. He is fully aware of 
explosive risks involved if his M.T.Bs patrol in 
Bay. But unless some modification takes place 
he must take action at once.
(N.A. Madrid 0019/23 to F.O.C.N.A.)
My immediately preceding telegram.
Port Captain Algeciras reports few days ago saw 
your Secretary and received undertaking to modify 
areas patrolled and depth charged. No result 
has been apparent. Minister who stressed great 
urgency agrees that matter should be settled 
locally. Affair complicated by unadvised entry 
other night of British M.T.B. or fast M.L. into 
Tarita harbour. She inspected tug in harbour 
and left at once, very lucky not to be fired on. 
Minister requests reply this report.
(N.A. Madrid 0020/23 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 00 20/23.
(i) Nightly dropping of depth charges is con
fined to British waters and is considered an 
essential defence measure.
(ii) No British craft of any sort has entered 
Tarita harbour except two motor launches on 5/9 
at invitation of local authorities to recover 
shipwrecked seamen.
(iii) Meeting was held 22/10 to arrange details 
regarding existing patrols which had already been 
agreed in general verbally between Captain of Port 
Algeciras and Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
Following were present Spanish Captain of Port 
Algeciras,Assistant Colonial Secretary Gibraltar, 
Captain of Port Gibraltar, Commdr Handcock 
representing me, G.S.0.1 representing Fortress 
H.Q.
(iv) Friendly agreement having been reached no 
further meeting appears necessary.
(v) No necessity for you to come down but shall 
be glad to see you if you care to do so. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1744A/23 to N.A. Madrid.)
N.A. Madrid’s 0019/23 and 0020/23. Admty. would 
like your remarks. In the meantime you need 
not stop any of the activities that you consider 
are necessary.
(1st S.L. 1938A/23 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/French ...
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FEgPQfr,
Ships.

FAULKNOR. 
question of 
sabotage.

HERMIONE 
Search for 
tanker.

German
torpedo.

Signalling.

Portugal
patrol.

MALINES.

French
Ships.
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FOREIGN S TAT I PITS.
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North Atlantic.
Passings 22/10. French Eastward, L'OBSTINE. 
(V.A.O.N.A. 0915A/23.)

D.N.I. is to he informed (Copy to F.O. Force H.) 
whether there were any grounds for suspicion of 
sabotage in connection with damage to FAULKNOR's 
turbine quoting A.D.N.I. 2065/41/3842 of 
16/9/41.
(F.O. Force H. 1053A/23 to D.8.)

If nothing is seen by dark tonight 23/10 return 
to Gibraltar. Acknowledge.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1222A/23 to HERMIONE.)
Your 1224A/23 (?1222A/23 intended) E.T.A. 0730A/ 
25 Weather report 281 1564 my position 41° N.
17® W.
(HERMIONE 2110A/23 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Your 1816/22. A short report of circumstances only is desired.
(D.T.M. 1559A/23 to F.O.C.N.A.)

F.O.C. N.A. 1858/22. Concur. 
(S.O. Force H. 1615A/23)

Request you will convey to all concerned an 
expression of T.Ls’ appreciation of the zeal and 
devotion to duty shewn by the officers and men 
of H.M. Trawlers employed on Contraband Control 
off the Portuguese coast.
That this arduous service is of great value to 
us and keenly resented by the enemy is clearly 
shown by the recent attack on LOCH OSKAIG.
M.E.W. has specially asked to be associated with 
this message.
(1st S.L. 1914A/23 to F.O.C.N.A.)

E.T.A. Ponta Delgada 1200 G.M.T./24 estimated 
requirements 450 tons oil fuel.
(MALINES 1930A/23.)

Gibraltar 1012. Minesweeper LA CURIEUSE, Armed 
Fleet oiler TARN, S.S. PROVIDENCE, MONTAIGNE, 
MONT GASSEL. All laden westbound.
(S.O.frl Gibraltar 2101A/23.)
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Troop
Movements.

HOXA.
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Entry into 
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
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South Atlantic.
Arrived Montevideo 1200 G.M.T./22 for 48 hours 
visit this extension granted for changing valves 
G.A.F.0.106/41 refers.
(BULOLO 0951/25.)

Unless contrary evidence is obtained we must 
assume R.F.A. DARKDALE was sunk by U-Boat.
Have therefore diverted all shipping well clear 
of St. Helena and visits referred to in my 
2155/20 will not now take place.eLM 
2) Further I cannot risk GLOUCESTER CASTLE not 

withstanding she has stores for you and she will 
therefore only call Ascension.
(3) Please let me know what ?/ill be effect of 
non-receipt of these stores and how long you can 
manage without them. I will in any case en
deavour to ship them in more suitable ship from 
Freetown.
(4) I am sending ship with divers and diving

I am sending MILFORD to St.Helena with divers 
and diving gear to examine vrreck of DARKDALE. 
In meantime shipping has been routed clear of 
St. Helena and I arranging to use Pointe Noire 
and Walvis Bay for fuelling.
(C. in C. S.A. 1615N/23 to Adty.)

Your 0800/?5.
STRATHEDEN with 3500 British troops for M.E. 
escorted by DUNNOTTAR CASTLE will leave Capetown 
p.m./24 and arrive Durban p.m./27. ARONDA with 
1420 Non-European Union troops plus European 
Officers and N.C.Os will be ready to leave 
Durban with STRATHEDEN on 28/10. Request name 
of escort.
(P.S.T.O. Simonstown 1055B/23 to C. in C. E.I.)

Left U.K. 2/9 called at Ponta Delgada on 11/9. 
Ships were routed via Fayal where coal had been 
arranged for them.
2. Request you will ascertain from Senior C.O. 
his reasons for the apparent departure from his 
instructions.(D.O.D.(F) 1323A/25 to F.O.I.C. Simonstown.) 

fLfMj: o ^ if O  fif q [ i i.

Instructions for convoys. (C. in C. S.A. 1425N/ 
23.)
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MOST SECRET ,M B S 3 A G E. 1425N/23rd October IK
Date Si. 10.41

Fron G. in G. Soutli Atlantic. Time 0434.
______________ Naval Cycler X by '.7/T U T/P._________
Addressed N.C.G.O'S Liverpool and Greenock. Repeated 
0. in G. Western Approaches. Admiralty.
NITE.

864. In order to expedite entry of convoys 
into Freetown Harbour and reduce tlie riskto ships 

stooping outside, request Go, niodores and Rasters of 
Ships in 7S and OS Convoys may be instructed at Convoy 
conferences that the position for picking up pilots 
is one mile west of the Fairway Buoy and the ships must 
cone up to this position and not wait for the Pilots 
to go out to them. It should be impressed on Masters 
that to stop to seaward of this position increases the 
difficulties of providing protection.

1425N/23.

V.C.H.S. " Advance copy sent D.;4  D.O.D. (F)
A,Co AS. (F) ~ D.T.D.
AoC.N.S. (H)
A.G.N.S. (T) (2)
N.ru. 1st S.L.
D. of P. (2)
D,O.Do (F)
D.D.O.D. (F)
D.O.D. (K)
D.D.O.D. (H)
D.II .I .  (4)
D.D.I.G.
D.T.D. (2)
D. T.D. (M)
E . ? , S .
N. I . D . 10.
D. of L.D.
D.A/S. /.
I.P. (2)
■7.D.
Duty Gapt 
Hd of M.
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Date. 23.10,lj.lThe United Kingdom High 
Gommissloner in the Union of 
South Africa.
To Dominions O ffice,

D* li+th Oct. 19.it 1. Q.02 p0m
R. 15th Octoher I9hl 1.0. a. rn,

A! JDRDSSDD: 
■RUPri.TDD:

Secretary o f State fo r  ' Dominion A ffairs No.1238. 
Commander in Chief, South Atlantic Q, 5i+5.

tly telegram. No0850 23th July. Admiral W illis Commander in Chief 
.South Atlantic who recently v isited  the Union communicated semi
o f f ic ia l ly  to the Union authorities his observations on the shipping 
-position at Union ports. He emphasised that the key to the problem 
of reducing delays at ports was the improvement o f arrangements 
for  ship repairs, position as to which caused him considerable 
anxiety! The Minister fo r  Railways and Harbours has now written 
to me asking whether certain of tho Commander in Chief’ s suggestions 
can be pursued..
1. Skilled Labour.

The. Minister states that the Union's most pressing d if f ic u lt ie s  
would be considerably eased i f  they could obtain from outside thi3 
country irrmediate services of the follow ing sta ff: (a) steel
platers accustomed to ship repairs, (b) Six marine f it te r s  sk illed  
in ta il  shaft and rudder repair work, ( q) Four marine f it te r s  
sk illed  in Revelation hnginc repairs and (d) eight marine f it te r s  
for  general marine repairs.

Return passages would be provided. Rates o f pay would bo 2/  n  
per hour with prol^ble employment under bonus work conditions.
Weekly hours of duty I48. Wcok day overtime paid for  at the rate 
o f time and a quarter and Sunday time at time and a half. Full 
pay from period.of travelling by ship to South Africa and allowance 
o f 5/ -  per day for  expenses on ship. In South A frica the men w ill 
receive the .usual medical benefits, r a i l  travelling eoncessions and 
the cost of liv in g  allowance applicable to Railways and Harbours 
Administration's regular s ta ff. A ll men should be medically 
examined before engagement. It would fa c il ita te  matters groatly i f  
men required for  t a i l  Shaft,tand rudder work could bring out
with thorn blocks and tackle of 20, 10 and 5 tons capacity with 
which they ar6 aoous-tomed to work. The question of provision of 
sk illed  labour from the United Kingdom-was raised in my telegram 
Ho. 530 of Ihth May. and Ho,801 o f 16th July,

. , '  , .2* Supervision.
Tho 'Co’Tnndhdor in Chief f e l t  the provision of adequate 

supervisory' s ta ff  fo r  merchant ship repairs to be an urgent 
requirement and suggested that some individuals with tho necessary 
kn-jwledge and experience to augment tho existing s ta ff might bo made 
available from the United Kingdom. From explorat ory enquiry through 
the Admiralty the Commander in Chief gathered that there was every 
prospeot of the Ministry of War Transport ocing able to fin d , 
at a ll  events, suitable su-porvising marine engineer with at loa^t

on e /.. .
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3C giact -TO nave cau a u i},u o u x ^
M •• +^T n--p‘ d:*>orfas to salaries th ich , uould.Lc

^ o ^ ^  S ^ c fa r tS o lle ^ s  salary is  S l,600 Sad the; salary o f su itab le; .the C o^ rt-ilc r  - - y |ntod unaor the rcerfnt .
th° p r t t o l ja l  -  .0i u s b.iia'..anc0 o f ."200 pen annum.
ou ,— r ) / -  assistant (anpointoa unoor ^  .the :prxncipa l^u^ohn^l^aosi ; — 7 a i^ :ar,oc c f  g200-per annum.
re organization ‘  ; v l sixl ̂ ' ptfrihe engineer could he
The M inister oonando.^ the ^ ” »h=- W  other nosietar.tr, lower ,
f a?0f ® o :  United I^ d o m .  ,  .

authorities. 7 •■ ' ■ - 'a-. ., " • •• • ’ .' .; '/7 .- .
■ - '••■•■•;, '"• ;; ' 7 : ■■•;. ■ ' •■' ;■■■•■ ' • ' - n • . ■- - ’

3. Docks. - , r  ■ j-5- [■< ,: ,,. i
The corffi^dor^inXhicf^repontp^^yhai-a l i f t e d  ” ^ a to d ,;g

doelcs ceuld.be pro-eurod whore there is  bO fe e t , of.
w ith  l i t t l e  arcdyih'i .p , * f7 7 a ,u e  any information as to the water. The Minister would Wolooup^ y when the question
p o s s ib ility  o r  ?«iU .od ; ■

labour at°Poht°Dliaabeth could bo eonsidered , ^ ' - 7 j  j

The oomandor in Chief .w i l l  7 7 o r t m c o  from t »a  point o fsrs ss$Cv̂ «mss. xasm * “
repeating th is  toloyram to  him* . . .  I

No, T *°* °

; \
1st Lord 
1st 3.L 
Cont
Vice Gont. 
V.C.H.S.
A.C.H.S, (F ) 
A.C.N.3. (T ) (.2) 
Nav. So c,
N, A 1st 3.L 
Ops (3 )
O. L., . (5)
D, o f .? (3 )
Dvi.QftS.T. , 
D..T.D.; (U) 
D.$,D. (M).

3.? . 3.
M ( 2 )
D» 57 0.3.
D.N.C 
I .P  ( 3)
’ ■/, tl - 
Dep Cont ( 3,
B W  /oN (Bath 
D.N.C. (2 )
S.’ /.R 
M. 3§
Additional qtrou n t w  hy-w»

copy also sent to T.G. Jenkins^

1 ' ctj . . 7  ?'/.,r ' v • -'
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Mediterranean.
An area enclosed by the following points is 
dangerous due to British mines 037° 31' 26u N. 
023® 50’ 40” E. 037° 31' 48” N. 023° 51* 26” E. 
037° 28’ 32” N. 023° 52’ 48" E. 037° 28' 52” N. 
023° 53’ 32” E.
(0. in G. Med. 0941B/23 to Q.B./no number given)

1. Night 21/22. 4 Wellingtons bombed harbour 
works Benghazi and 1 ship seen in harbour there. 
Bombs which fell on bases of Central and Cathedral 
Moles started fire between Telephone Exchange and 
Customs House, ship not hit. 1 F.A.A. Albacore 
bombed enemy stores dump concealed in Wadi North 
West of Bardia results unobserved.
Day 22/10. No shipping sighted between Crete 
and Libya, several small M/Vs seen at sea among 
Islands in Eastern Aegean.
2. 22/10. 3 Savoia aircraft attacked shipping
10 miles North East of Damietta nearest bomb fell 
400 yards from vessels.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1126/23.)
Night Oct. 20/21. 4 V/ellingtons dropped total
14,000 pounds bombs on Benghazi harbour. Hits 
made on Juliana Mole and railway sidings but no 
visible results.
Day 21/10. During morning 2 S.A.A.F. Squadrons 
each of 9 Marylands bombed Benghazi harbour and 
shipping from 17,000 feet dropping total of 
136,250 pound bombs. First squadron over hit 
Juliana Point and Mole with 49 bombs. 1 bomb 
fell on Outer Mole. Bombing second squadron 3 
hours later was hampered by cloud which partly 
obscured the target majority of bombs falling in 
sea round Juliana Point. 1 bomb fell near large 
ship in harbour other bombs near railway sidings. 
56 Hurricane 33 Tomahawk 10 Martlet sorties on 
covering patrol over shipping off Sidi Barrani 
and GNAT torpedoed on previous evening. GNAT 
under tow by destroyer and making for Alexandria.
1 Blenheim sighted about 30 miles S. of W. coast 
of Crete, 1 Sunderland at 50 feet flying north 
escorted by 1 M.E.109 and 2 M.E.110s.
Blenheim crew emphatic flying boat was Sunderland. 
Matter under investigation.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1206/22.)2 enemy bombers approached 2136/22, 1 crossed 
coast. Incendiaries Curmi district no damage. 
Bombs in sea. Special search Kerkennah 
Pantelleria and Tunisian coast sighted 0600 
hours. 1 submarine submerged 12 miles East 
Kaliba course N.E. 4/5 knots.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1800/23.)

/Naples ...



MOST SECRET.

£63
23.10.1941.

War Diary. Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Air
Operations
contd.

Mediterranean.
Naples-Cagliari sighted 0634 hours 1 M/V 2000 
tons stationary 300° Marittimo 50 miles; 4 
Blenheims attacked above I.i/V 1028 hours total 
bombs dropped 4000 pounds 1st aircraft machine 
gunned before bombing 1 direct hit near funnel 
causing big black column of smoke and steam 
confirmed by photographs 2 near misses under 
bow and stern crew seen mustering as if to 
abandon claimed seriously damaged. Night 22/23 
October 2 Wellingtons despatched attack Naples 
1 recalled very bad weather total bombs 4000 
pounds dropped through gap in clouds fire started 
near station hits on buildings round station and 
railway yards fires from previous raid still 
burning opposition inaccurate. 4 \7ellingtons 
attacked shipping Tripoli.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1805/23)
Total bombs dropped 16000 lbs. from 6000 feet 
hits on Karamanli Mole. 4 500 lbs. burst near 
shipping causing explosions and black smoke.
Day 23/10 5 Blenheims attacked Cot-rone Chemical 
Works. Bombs fell on target area.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1810/23.)

SZEGED. (Hungarian) Arrived Istanbul from Burgos. 
(S.O.(l) Istanbul 1255/23.)

UTMOST.
SOKOL.

UTMOST leaves Malta p,m./23 through 036° 20’ 012° 
00' for area Q 035° 50' 010° 39’ - 345 - 40 - 75. 
SOKOL leaves 038° 00’ 011° 44' p.m./24 thence 
through 038° 40’ 011° 50' for area N. north of 
038° 50' and east of line - Stromboli - Capri. 
(Capt. (S) 10 1320A/23 to UPRIGHT, P.34, URGE.)

THUNDERBOLT. Proceed through 035° 51’ 015° 15’ and 036° 00’ 
014° 53’ to arrive off Marsamxett 0630A/25. 
(Capt. (S) 10 1329A/23 to THUNDERBOLT.)

Intelligence. 2 small craft escorted by one destroyer sighted 
in 031° 50’ 017° 22' at 1100B/23 course 080° 
speed 8 knots.
(Capt. (S) 1 1611B/23 to THRASHER.)
My 1307/22. Reported two Italian ships expected 
Istanbul from Aegean in a few days. Graded A.2. 
(S.O.(I) Istanbul 1658B/23 to S.O.(l) Med.) 
Aircraft R/C 0700/23 3,000 ton tanker close off 
Kelibia course N.
(Capt. (S) 10 1929A/23 to UPRIGHT, P.34.)

/S.S. DIVONA ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
1.192 21/10 and Admiralty Signals 1800/2/3 and 
0857/6/3 to C. in C. Med. repeated V.A. Malta. 
Was the small M/V attacked hy Blenheims and 
subsequently identified as French within 
Tunisian territorial waters. Request immediate 
reply and any other details available.
(Air Min. 1825/23 to H.Q. R.A.F. Malta.)

Reference secret (? important) (? message) 
1327/18. It was not clearly stated in your 
sailing orders that your object is to sink by 
the most appropriate means all shipping en
countered in Adriatic. The Folboat party is 
entirely subordinate to main object and should 
only be employed if conditions are entirely 
favourable for this diversion without prejudice 
to your object. The chief usefulness of 
diversion is to cause increased enemy effort to 
guard railways on Eastern shores of Italy. 
(Capt. (S) 10 1900A/23 to TRUANT.)

My 1701/21. GITAT has arrived Alexandria in tow 
(?after) good work by GRIFFIN and effective 
fighter protection throughout day 21st. Ship 
is flooded forward to after bulkhead of wardroom. 
Full report follows after inspection.
2. My 2036/20. HAVOCK has returned to Alexandria 
but not yet docked. Damage apparently confined 
to propellers and shafts.
3. Western Desert. AJAX, HOBART and GALATEA 
bombarded battery east of Tobruk night of 20/21 
but shelling of Tobruk has continued since.
7th C.S.again at sea today 23/10 with 6 destroyers 
for further bombardment. Capt.D.14 with 3 
destroyers bombarded Bardia harbour area night of 
21/22. Bombardment reported successful.
Operation ’'Cultivate” and Tobruk supply continues. 
2 daylight raids and Tobruk (corrupt group) 21 by 
12 and 25 J.U.87. Damage not serious, 2 J.U.87 
shot down.
4. U.Boats are active along Western Desert Coast 
and on Alex-Port Said shipping route and have been 
sighted and attacked by aircraft. Subsequent 
A/S hunts by destroyers have not yet proved 
successful.
5. Canal area. BULLFINCH bombed and machine 
gunned by two energy aircraft a.m./22 in position 
031° 38' 031° 58'. Only very slight damage no 
casualties.
6. Red Sea. CARLISLE and FLAMINGO returning to 
reinforce Suez escort force. RADIO loaded with 
petrol caught fire p.m./20 in Suez Bay and has 
grounded in 5 fathoms.
7. Submarines. UNIQUE torpedoed A.M.C. CITTA DI 
GENOVA class in 040° 26' 014° 20’ at 1314/14.
Ship appears to have sunk later. (Not )
(C. in C. Med.1933B/23.)

/OTTO ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
Sailed early a.m./23 latest report says going 
Sagunto for more Iron Ore thence proceeding 
Genoa.
(Valencia T.H.I. 2010/23.)
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Atoll.

KHAI
DINH
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CHENONCEAUX

Transport
officers.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Cancel my 0644/22 and Colombo's 0606/14 ship 
arrived Calcutta 23/10.
(C. in C.E.I., 1058Z/23, to Adty.)

Has M/L D.002487/41 of 21.8.41 been received? 
2. Re: Addu Atoll, request anticipated date of 
(a) Completion of laying of Indicator nets.

)ontrolled mines.
.n C.E. I.)

China.
Departure 21/10. Haiphong. 
(No. 36. Saigon 0735Z/23.)

Intercepted correspondence shown CHENONCEAUX 
departing France for Indo China 30/10.
(? C/S Singapore 0801Z/23 to Adty.)

America & West Indies.
We propose to send by air three experienced sea 
transport officers and a senior technical 
officer with very wide knowledge of trooping. 
These officers will be at your disposal to 
advise and assist in preparation snd embarkation 
of U.S.transports.
(D. of S.T., 0612A/23 to N.S.H.Q., Ottawa.)

s My 1647/15. Reorganisation of Task Force Two. 
PHILADELPHIA and BROOKLYN have exchanged groups. 
(D.O.D.(F) 1330A/23.)

/S.S.HARDV/ICKE
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2 3 . 1 0 . 1 9 4 1 .
T h u rsd a y .

A m e r ic a  & V/est I n d i e s .  C o n td .

My 1 6 4 0 Q /2 2  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s a v i n g  3200 t o n s  
o f  f r o z e n  m eat f ro m  HARDWIOKE GRANGE.
S.S.GAELIC STAR now a r r i v e d  can  ta k e  t h i s .  
Am t r a n s f e r r i n g  c a r g o  im m e d ia t e ly  s a i l i n g  
s h i p  H a l i f a x  a f t e r  l o a d i n g .
( N . O . I . C . T r i n i d a d  1 4 1 4 (^ 2 3  t o  A d t y . )

S w e d is h  M.V.COLOMBIA V a n c o u v e r  r e a d y  t o  s a i l  
f o r  V l a d i v o s t o c k  h e l d  by  ow n e rs  a w a i t i n g  
J a p a n e s e  d e v e lo p m e n t s .  H is  o r d e r s  t o  p r o c e e d  
a r e  r e c e i v e d  M a s te r  w is h e s  t o  u s e  D u tch  h a r b o u r  
a s  p o r t  o f  r e f u g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  U .S .  r e g u l a 
t i o n s  f o r b i d  f o r e i g n  m e rch a n t  v e s s e l s  u s i n g  t h i s  
p o r t  u n l e s s  p e r m i s s i o n  g r a n t e d  b y  U .S .  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  Navy. Can p e r m i s s i o n  b e  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  
COLUMBIA and o t h e r  s h i p s  on  g r e a t  c i r c l e  r o u t e  
t o  u s e  t h i s  p o r t  i n  e v e n t  o f  e m e r g e n c y ,  a s  
r e f u g e  p o r t .
( N . S . H . Q . , O ttaw a 1 5 2 9 Z /2 3  t o  B .A .D .W a s h i n g t o n . )

My 1 8 5 0 R /1 8  and A.M . 1 5 3 3 A /1 8 .  S h ip  w i l l  s a i l  
a b o u t  f o u r t e e n  d a y s  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  o f  R . D . F . ,
G e a r  a t  New Y o r k .  I n  v ie w  o f  w o r k in g  up 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  B r o o k ly n  s h ip  w i l l  o n l y  r e q u i r e  
8 d a y s  p r a c t i c e  a t  Bermuda o f  w hich  5 d a y s  a t  
s e a .
(B .A .R .M .  W a s h in g to n  1 6 4 2 R / 2 3 . )

P a i n t e d  B a t t l e s h i p  g r e y .  Bermuda p a s s  to  
O i l e r  ORANGELEAF.
( S . O . ( l )  K i n g s t o n ,  J a m a ica  1 6 5 6 R / 2 3 . )

A . M . / 2 1 5 0 A / 1 2 / 9 .  R e q u e s t  you  w i l l  s a i l  CLAESJE 
when r e a d y  r o u t e d  th r o u g h  0 3 5 °  00* N . , 0 7 3 °  3 0 '  
W . , C ro o k e d  I s . ,  and Windward P a s s a g e s  t o  
C u r a c a o .
(C .  i n  C . A . W . I . ,  1 7 0 3 Q /2 3  to  C . 0 . A . C . H a l i f a x .  )

A b r o l h o s  R o ck  in t e n d e d  d e p a r t u r e  A . M . / 2 4 .
O i l e r  BROOMDALE T r i n i d a d  5 / 1 1  c o a s t a l  t o  (c) 
0 0 2 °  S . ,  0 4 0 °  W . , (D )  0 0 6 °  N . , 0 5 0 °  W . , ( E ) 0 1 1 °  
N . , 0 6 0 °  W . , k n o t s  1 0 .  E s c o r t e d  b y  LAVENDER 
and BERGAMOT t o  0 0 8 °  S.
( R . A . S . A . D . ,  2 1 2 3 Z /2 3  to  N . O . I / C .  T r i n i d a d . )
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Australia.
Your 2203A/17 refit can be undertaken at 
Melbourne but in view of extensive work being 
done on STUART delay will probably occur. 
(A.C.N.B. 1212Z/23 to Adty.)
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U-3 CAMPAIGN.
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Ships Attacked.
Your 1646/21. Please confirm communication 
between WE3TA3KIWIN and GLADIOLUS at 
1930/16 and subsequent Bogus message were 
R/T on 2410 kcs. ( C.in C. W.A. 1251A/23 to 
A. C. I.C. ).

COSSACK torpedoed in 035° 36* N 010° 04* V/. 
(LEGION 2255Z/23).

Submarines Reported.
German submarine made sight report of 
H.G. 75 at 2347 on 4796 kc/3 .
(F.O.C.N.A. 0113A/23 to Escort of H.G.75).

My 2226A/22 to F.O. C.il.A. only. D/F 
Bearings suggest possibility of an Italian 
U-B being in your vicinity.
(D.D. I.C. 0956A/23 to HERMIONE-* EAGLE 
ARGUS).

German submarine made sighting report of 
H.G. 75 at 0144 249° class 501.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0302A/23 to Escort of H.G.75).

1 Submarine bearing 005° distance 6 miles 
course 350°, my position 35° 47' N 7° 49’ E. 
(ST.NECTAN. 1100/23 to Gibraltar W/T).

5 U-Bshave recently operated against Convoy 
S.L. 89. Enera$y aircraft are active in 
vicinity of this convoy. Special vigilance 
should be observed between latitudes 53° N. 
and 51° N. (D.D.I.C. 1238A/23 to MALAYA and 
escorts).

Estimated U-B dispositions. 
(D.D. I.C. 1345A/23).

By D/F within 60 miles of 53° N 20° 30’ W. 
(D.D. I.C. 1516A/23).

Transport aircraft reported ( corrupt group) 
U-B in 047° N 007° 10’ W at 0956 G.M. T./23 
at latest easterly course. U-B crash dived 
on approach of aircraft.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1729A/23. to Adty. ).

/ D/F............
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U-B CAMPAIGN.

Suomarines Reported -contd.
D/F fix of U-3 at 1358Z/23 on 13768 kc/s 
between 035° and 036° N 009° and 011° W 
another U-B fixed at 1330Z/23 on 7640 kc/s 
within 30 miles of 035° 50’ N 007° 45’ W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1905A/23 to Escorts of H.G. 75).

By D/F (l) at 1612 G.M.T./23 within 60 miles of 
035° 40* N 008° 30' W. (2) at 1700 G.M.T./23 
within 30 miles of 036° 00' N 009° 00' W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2035A/23 to Escorts of H.G. 75).

Submarines Attacked.
At 0050/23 in 051° 45* N. 014° 02* V/. 
contacted U-3 on R.D.F. chased sighted and 
depth charged on diving then 3 subsequent 
attacks'by Asdic after which contact 
disappeared without visible evidence 
rejoining convoy. (BEVERLEY 0300A/23).

Preliminary report of attack on U-B by 
ABELIA in 57° N. 24° 16' W. approx, at 
0503 N./17. Survivors from S.S. ERVIKEN 
reported U-B seen at about 0000,N/17.
Contact obtained at 0456 bearing 230°
1500 yards H.E. and whistle effect both 
heard when range was 200 yards. ABELIA 
turned towards and attacked with 5 charges.
A sixth explosion of greater intensity 
was heard about 10 seconds after the 
explosion of the five charges.
Contact was not lost and attacked again 
at 0534 N. and 0543 N. with 5 and 8 
charges respectively. Contact was not 
regained after third attack. ABELIA 
remained in vicinity until 0730 N firing 
Snowflakes but no trace of wreckage of 
U-B sighted. (Capt. D. Londonderry 2200/23, 
0045/24).
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Home Commands.
Certain neutral Consuls are said to have been 
instructed to make every endeavour to obtain 
information regarding movements of shipping.

After 0001 G.M.T./28 U.S. SA^S in the Atlantic 
will use British identification flares.

Photographic R/C of Hamburg at 1320A today 
showed that ADMIRAL SCHEER had left No. 5 floating 
dock. Cloud obscured the remainder of Bloehm 
and Voss Yard.

Minesweepers After arrival of P.Q. 2 at Archangel six fleet 
for N.Russia. minesweepers will remain based in North Russia.

They will be available for local A/S and M/S 
duties and to act as local escort for convoys.

V.A.2. The Flag of V.A. 2 was transferred to RENOWN at
0900 t o d a y PatAtct. o f

British Air Operations.
Bad weather restricted operations last night. 
69 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked the 
Deutsche and Germania works at Kiel. Small 
forces attacked the Naval units at Brest and 
harbour and dock installations at Le Havre and 
Cherbourg.

A Beaufort of Coastal Command hit and set on 
fire this evening a 7000 ton merchant vessel 
11 miles S.W. of Kristiansand.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Enemy Air Operations.

CHRYSOLITE was slightly damaged when she was 
attacked, with GRAMPIAN and CRAFTSMAN "by an 
enemy aircraft 10 miles N.E. of Aberdeen at 
1900 today. The aircraft fired the correct 
flares before and on completion of attack, 
without being challenged.

Two bombs were dropped at 0638 by one of our own 
aircraft 30 yards from VIMIERA and a ship of 
E.C.89, near 18 D.buoy. No damage is reported.

Mining.
H.M.T. EMILION was mined and sunk this morning 
and H.M.T. LUCIENNE JEANNE was damaged this 
evening and was afterwards beached, but sub
sequently capsized, and M.M.S.19 was damaged 
by near mine, all in the Thames Estuary.

North Atlantic.
The German JOAO PESSOA (3023 tons) arrived at 
Bilbao today from a French occupied port, to 
load iron ore. It appears that the enemy are 
instituting a service of larger ships to carry 
iron ore from Spanish ports to Bayonne, as 
EUGENIO C (Italian 4078 tons) began this trade 
on 18/10. Previously the ore had been carried 
in 11 or 12 French and Dutch ships of 300 tons 
and under.
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SITUATION REPORT.

M ed i t e rr ane an.
There were two small air attacks on the Grand 
Harbour area last night. No naval damage is 
reported.

3 Wellingtons bombed Naples last night. 4 
Wellingtons attacked again from 1944 to 2308 
today.

4 Wellingtons bombed the docks at Benghazi last 
night.

H.M. ships carried out a bombardment of Bardia 
harbour with aircraft co-operation last night.

An empty lighter v/as sunk by bombing at Tobruk 
this afternoon.

3 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli last night.

East Indies.
The necessary instructions to shipping on the 
station should hostilities with Japan become 
imminent were issued today.

China.
The Japanese fleet is reported to be fully mobilized.
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U-Boat Campaign.
Convoy LEGION reports that CARSBRECK and ALHAMA were
H.G.75. sunk last night. S.S. ARIOSTO was reported

to have been torpedoed and sunk at 0550A today.

It appears probable that a German U-boat working 
in co-operation with a F.W. was destroyed by 
LAMERTON in 37° 8' N. 11° 30' W. at 1730A today.

(A/ah t V
An aircraft at 1720 today attacked a U-boat in 
36° 5' N. 11° 52' W. dropping 4 depth charges, 
only one of which exploded. One hit the 
U-boat without exploding.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Polish 
personnel 
for U.K.

For your information, with reference to the 
question of despatch of released Polish personnel 
to U.K. it is understood that the Polish 
Government has approved the priority of 1000 
men fbr entry into Polish Navy. Polish Naval 
C. in C. would be grateful for any co-operation 
you can give when the time comes.
(D.N.I., 0301A/24 to Ad. Miles).

— \Flag of 
' V.A72. Your 2309/23. Approved.

(1st S.L. , 0840A/24 to C. in C. H.F.)

ALAUNIA,
ASCANIA.

F.O.I.C. Glasgow 2222/22.
2. Cancel A. M. 1147/22.
3. ALAUNIA is to be taken in hand for fitting 
for Tropics at Clydebank. ASCANIA will be 
taken in hand for making good defects and 
fitting for Tropics at Southampton. Re sailing. 
(D.O.D. (H) 1100A/21+ c. in C. W.A. , 2137A/24)

DUKE OP 
YORK.

On completion DUKE OF YORK will come under the 
orders of C. in C. H.F. and will proceed to 
Scapa for trials and working up as ordered by 
him. (Controller, 1217A/24).

Signalling 
by ships in 
Atlantic.

Identical with 2045A to F.O.C.N.A. (Admty 2042£/24 
C. in C. W.A.)

__iFlag of
V.'A. 2. "

Hoist Flag of V.A. 2 at 0900/25. 
(V.A.2 2110/24 to RENOWN).

Co-operation with U.S.A.
sAi
Recognition
signals.

Admiralty 674A/11/10. After 0001 G.M.T./28 
U.S. submarines in the Atlantic will use British 
Identification Flares, colours as l&id down 
in S.P. 02293K.
(D.S.D., 1855A/24 A. Mge. 733A)
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Co-operation with Russia.
New Swept Channels (Details) 
(?LEDA, 1050C/2U to Admty).

Your 2350C/22. It is necessary to arrange 
frequency and W/T routine between Archangel 
and Polyamo as alternative to teleprinters. 
Archangel is therefore to establish communication 
with Polyarno on 632+2K/cs per sec. at 0730,
1530 and 2230 G.M.T. commencing 27/10 until 
further instructions given. Meantime full 
use to be made of teleprinters.
(S.3. N.0. N.Russia, 1136C/2k to S.B.N.0.Archangel)

(?Report) on Iokanka. A.C. White Sea Forces 
states up to maximum of 5 M. V ’s and 3 escorts 
can lie at buoy or at anchor within nets and 
A/A defences of port but he would prefer only 
3 M.Vs. Escorts would have to fuel Murmansk 
unless A.C. Northern Fleet could send tanker. 
Further report and confirmation or otherwise 
will be sent after return of HUSSAR. Admiralty 
pass* to C. in C. H.F. and S.B.N. 0. N. Russia. 
(S.B. N. 0. Archangel, 1312C/22+ to Admty)
♦Action taken by W.R.

S.B.N.0. Archangel 0920C/23,I intend that the 
six fleet minesweepers should be based in 
North Russia, after arrival of escort of P.Q.2. 
These will be available for local A/S and M/S 
duties and to act as local escort for convoys.
2. Under present circumstances, a 3 day 
postponement of Q. P. 2 and consequent delay in 
return of NORFOLK and 2 destroyers, is not 
acceptable.
3. * Admiralty pass to S.B. N. Os. Archangel and 
North Russia, (c. in C. H.F. , 1618A/22+ to Admty). ♦Action taken by W. R.
No enemy activity. Handing over completed.
(151 Wing, 1800/22+ to Air Ministry)

Your 0039A/17 and my 23U0C/19. Following is 
information obtained from visit today. 
Details. (S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1820C/22+)
See Lion Copy.

/Prohibited....



SECRET MESSAGE
From: S.B..N.O. Archangel

18200/24th Oct.IN*
Date: 25.10.41.

Inter-departmental Cypher I.T.T.Reed. 1123by W/TCORRECTION

>

I

s.

A ddresse d: Admiralty .
Following for War Hansport from MACLAY telegram No. 10. Your 0039A/0ct. 17th myi2340C/Oct, 19th. Following is information obtained from visit to MolotorsR todayo

1. Original oblong berth very primitive tanks piping and berth not yet completed but rushing for arrival P.Q.3.
2. Storage for white oil consists of, only (a) 3 tanks 2,000 tons each (b) auxiliary tanker 1,500 ton capacity used as hulk only (c) cargo vessel beached completing joins sTibrtly as oil tanker, capacity about 4,000 tons.
3. After discharge of first tanker dockyard . ,governing factor will* be" clearance of storage by tank cars ample supply of which I am doubtful, although Russians hoperul.
4. Railway connects Molotorsk. Irwgda line and Archangel.
5. Only other storage is for black oil which comes by railway also river barge to a second "26 ieet berth at present too shaky to berth ocean tankers alongside.

Accurate information unobtainable but believe ample storage for black oil in lighters and scattered small storage.
6, ’No special storage for gas oil or lubricating oil.
7, At least 50,000 tons coal stored,
8, Voyage repairs provision drinking water obtainable but difficult.
9. Port is a wilderness of half finished constructions with no relaxation ashore for crews.
10. Stronglv recommend meantime tankers should.not exceed about 8,000 to 9,TOCrt<3nfl until installation, bested. Message ends. 1820c/34>1st Sj L.Vice Oontr.3rd S.-L.4th S.L. 'V.C.N.3.
A.C.N.S.CH)A.C.N.3.M A.C.N.S. {t1C2)N.A.lst SJj.
D.c ofTp.toTD. of S.T.{2) for action
hwMW?H o d g e

Correction in 0035/28.
refers to 0039A/17 re oil storage tanks and handling of tankers at Archangel.
D.T,D. d.t'd.0.D.C5 Ops.(4.D. of S.2AE. P.3.

D.of S, s L.P.C3) WiD,--

ftp://fTp.toT
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Co-operation with Russia - Contd.
Nets are being laid in area enclosed by 
following positions and it is closed to all 
shipping: 67° 12+' N. , 2+1° 28.5’ E. , 67° 16* N. , 
2+1° 28.5’ E. , 67° 16* N. , 2+1° 2+3' E. , 67° 12+’ N. , 
2+1° 2+3» E.
2. * Admiralty pass to S.B.N. 0. North Russia and 
Admiral Miles. (S.B. N.O. Archangel, 222+1B/23 
to Admty).*Action taken by W.R.
Defence of U.K.
Soviet Naval Authorities ask whether we have any 
method of fixing torpedoes shallow enough to hit 
invasion barges. They had failed in this respect 
off Oeskhorm Island. 2. They reported success 
by machine gunning water line from M.T.Bs.
3. Request any useful information.
(Adm. Miles, 1709B/22+ to Admty}.
Movements.
Intend to sail SEAWOLF at 1500 /25 diving by 
day to R A  with CUTTY SARK! at 0730/27 off 
Lizard Head for escort to Scapa arriving there 
A. M./31> thence in accordance with F. O.S. 1732+A/ 
13. (Capt. (S) 5., 0910A/22+ to A.C.O.S.)
My 0910A/22+. SEAWOLF's route in English Channel 
as in my 0917A/21. (S.5*» 0912A/21 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth.
Cancel my 222+2|A/23. PICTOU has arrived St. Jk>hns 
N.F. (C. in C.W.A. 1037A/22+ to C.C.N.F. , CHAMBIjO.
A.M. 2256A/22 and 1153A/22+. Force G should be 
sailed in accordance with C. in C. W.A. 122+9A/23 
as soon as pump has been embarked and ships are 
ready for sea. (V. C.N. S. 1315A/22+ to F.O.I.C. 
Greenock).
Intend to sail TRINIDAD escorted by KUJAWIAK 
during night of 25/26 only for Greenock leaving 
Plymouth 1630/ 25. Code word '•Review*'.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1718/22+).
My 1907/23 postponed 22+ hours.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1733A/22+ to WELSHMAN).
SEALION escorted by WHITE BEAR proceeding 
Northwards may be met about 22+00/22+.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1737A/22+ to PALOMARES).
Now ready to proceed. Weather permitting intend 
to sail her in tow of EMPIRE HENCHMAN and 
escorted by MORGAN JONES and NORTlilESS at 0900/25 
E. T.A. 32 Buoy 1000/27.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 182+0/22+ to C. in C. Rosyth).
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Operations.
Interception Return to Base. (C. in C. W.A., 0730A/24 to 
o T  “ KRAKOWIAK, KUJAWIAK)
Trawlers.

HUSSAR. 1. Old programme. 2. Sail 1800C/25.
3- Proceed as previously arranged "by S.B. N.0. 
keeping well clear of Russian S/Ms. 4. Join 
me after 0700C/26 as is consistent with para 3* 
(LEDA, 16180/24 to HUSSAR).

E.C.89 and 
VIMIERA 
bombed by 
own A/c T

Patrols.

British Air Activity.
Hampden returning from seaward at 0638 crossing 
coast 2 miles north of 18 D buoy released 
2 smaller types of bombs which near missed. 
VIMIERA and Commodore by 30 yards.
(VTMIERA, 0652A/24).

Patrol South’Trost" and P. R. U. of Aalborg, 
Fredrikshaven, Kristiansand, and Stavanger now 
being flown. "Hornli" and North "Stab" taking 
off shortly. (C. in C. Rosyth, 1119/24).
"Hornli" patrol 100$. (C. in C. Rosyth, 1817/24)* 
Four S/E A/C 59 Sqd. are to carry out a patrol, 
by single A/C during darkness tonight outside 
Cherbourg to detect the possible departure of 
two destroyers. Each A/C will patrol for three 
hours. First A/C to be on datum at 1900 hrs. 
and patrol from QMMS 4550 to SGUF 0030 to 
QMLQ 4000.
First sighting reports are to be sent and the 
enemy shadowed if found.
(A.C.H.Q. , Chatham, 1521/24 to Thorney Island).

On Night 23/24 sixty-two A/C attacked Kiel, 
ing fires, and seven A/C attacked the Naval 
Units at Brest. The docks at Cherbourg and 
Havre were also bombed.
(H.Q.B.C. , 1630/24).

start-

Enemy Air Activity.

Convoy F. S>28 1 aircraft shadowing me, course 180° My position
54° 3 ’ N., 0° V  E. (LIDDESDALE, 1818/24).
Help. "Arena”. (LIDDESDALE, 1840/24).

/GRAMPIAN,
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Enemy Air Activity. - Contd.
GRAMPIAN, 
CRAFTS IYiAN, 
Ch r y s o l i t e , 
(M/S Trawlers) 
attacked.

GRAMPIAN, CRAFTSMAN, and CHRYSOLITE attacked 
by enemy A/C 10 miles N.E. of Aberdeen 1900.
A/C machine gunned and dropped bombs. No 
casualties. CHRYSOLITE leaking slightly 
from near miss. All ships returned to harbour. 
A/C engaged by M/S. A/C fired correct flares 
before and on completion of attack without being 
challenged. (F. O.I.C. Aberdeen, 2220/21+).

Mining.
Sweeps off 
Dover.

Sweeping carried out to 0800/21+, by S.A. trawlers. 
QZS. 191 and in QZS. 190 and 269 between 
Dumpton and Dover. Negative results.
1 acoustic mine detonated by R.A. F.H. S.L. li+7 
at 1015/23 in position 068° Sandhead Buoy 1 mile. 
No damage to H. S.L. (V. A. Dover, 101+7A/21+).

S.N.83A. 
S.N. 83B.

Admiralty 1122A/23. Cancel my 091+1+/22.
Propose S.N.83 be laid in 2 sections.
(i) S.N. 83A from 62° 3 3 ’ N. , 09° 01+’ W. , to 
62° 1+1+’ N. , 10° 0 0 ’ 30" W. , with MENESTHEUS, 
PORT QUEBEC, and WELSHMAN sailing A.M./30 or 
as soon afterwards as sweeping of S.N.6 and 
S.N.66 allows.
(ii) S.N. 83B. from 062° 5 0 ’ N . , 009° 51+' W. to 
062° 58’ 30" N . , 010° 28’ W . , with MENESTHEUS, 
WELSHMAN, and MANXMAN sailing about 5/11. 
Cruiser escort is requested for both operations 
and 1 additional destroyer for S.N.83A only.
(R. A. M. , 11114/21+).

EMI LI ON EMILION sunk by mine at 1007/21+ in 39° B.6
(M/S Trawler) buoy 1.1+ miles. Ship towed clear of channel, 
sunk. No casualties. (Capt. M/S Sheerness, 1206A/21+

1607/ 21+).
DALRIADA is to endeavour to disperse wreck of 
EMILION at first favourable opportunity.
(C. in C. Nore, 2055A/21+)

Thames Three mines exploded apparently spontaneously
Estuary, at 0225/21+ in 208° V/est Barrow Beacon 2.95

Miles. Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness, 1236/21+).

N.P.25. My 1019A/22 and 0951A/16 and A. M.1538A/16.
N.P.18, Intend to postpone Operation N.P. 25 for the
IT.P. 7« present and to carry out N.P. 18 at first

opportunity follovea by N.P. 7«
(V.A. Dover, 1731A/21+).
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Enemy Intelligence.
P.R.U. Sortie T/867 date 24/10 time 0830 hours 
shows in Cherbourg two Destroyers have arrived 
since 22/10 and are alongside at Gare Maritime 
in Darse Transatlantique. Otherwise no 
change in shipping. (P.R.U. Benson, 1115/24)
My 1900A/23. Two destroyers located at Cherbourg 
at 0830/24 have arrived since 22nd. R/C of 
Brest at 0830/24 showed Battlecruisers and 
PRINZ EUGEN in usual berths.
(D.D.I.C. , 1210A/24)

Photographic R/C of Hamburg at 1320A/24 shows 
that ADMIRAL SCHEER has left No. 5 floating dock. 
Cloud obscures remainder of Bloehm & Voss yard. 
(D.D.I.C., 2340A/24).

Technical.
My 1803A/23. C. in C. H.F. 1035A/23. Meeting 
on 30/10 will now be of preliminary nature 
limited to discussion of matters affecting C.in C. 
W.A.’s requirements. C. in C. W.A. should 
forward agenda for discussion. C. in C. H.F. 
should inform Admiralty when sufficient experience 
has been gained in order that full conference 
can be arranged. (4th S.L. , 2203A/24) •

Navigational.
Wreck-marking buoy in 052° 47’ 15” N., 001° 50’ 
40” E., extinguished after collision with ship 
in F.S. No .6 27. (SHELDRAKE, 0015A/24)

South Shipwash buoy relit. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1150A/24).
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Casualties & Defects.
Arrived Humber with suspected damage to port 
shaft through fouling No. 56 buoy.
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 0850/21+).

Arrival H.M.Tug FREEBOOTER, S.S. HARTINGTON in 
tow. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1317A/21+).

Your 1010/21+* N.O.I.C. Londonderry will arrange 
for all survivors from ASSURANCE to be landed 

Londonderry. On relief by SEAMAN and 
ST. OLAVES P.M. tomorrow return to Campbeltown 
with salvaged gear. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1659A/21+ 
to FRISKY).

RENOWN undocked today. (A. S. Rosyth, 1815/21+).

Request dates on which ships will be ready 
for service. (C. in C. H.F. , 2215A/21+).

Shipping & Convoys.
Escort Unit 1+. 1.6 of five ships, S.O.in 
SAMPSON, will meet O.N.28.
(Opnav, 01+25/ 21+).

If delegates not arrived, NORMAN is to form 
additional escort for P.Q.2 from position Z. 
Admiralty pass to NORFOLK and C. in C. H.F. 
(S.B.N.O. Murmansk, 0921C/21+ to S.B.N.0. 
Archangel.)

Your 1252A/23* This is confirmed. 
(A.C.I.C. , 091+9/21+ to C. in C. W.A. )

Fine weather first 9 days of passage but 8 hours 
late at M.O.M.P. No stragglers. All ships 
now arrived. (D.T.D. , 1051+A/21+ to Opnav),

/S .C . 1+7
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shinning & Convoys. - Contd.
S.C.4 7 . Many congratulations on again "bringing in 

safely all the ships of your convoy S.C.47. 
(C. in C. W.A. , 1211A/24 to Admiral Sir H. R. 
Crooke).

H.X. 154 Warmest congratualtions on again bringing in 
safely your Convoy H.X. 154.
(C. in C. W.A., 1225/24 to Vice Admiral 
Fairbairn).

D.S.15. LANCASTER and CASTLETON detailed for D.S.15. 
(R.A.M. , 1421/24).

g j k a L  W.P. 5 5.
BROCKLESBY, ATHERSTONE are to R/V with 
TYNEDALE at 1900/24 in estimated position 122° 
Portland Bill 7 miles and act as extra escort 
to P.W. 55.
(ii) At 0001/25 all destroyers are to turn 
round and escort W.P.55 till daylight.
Estimated position of W.P.55 at 0030/25 will
be signalled. If contact is not made destroyers 
are to patrol South East of convoy route till 
daylight.
(iii) TYNEDALE anl ATHERSTONE are then to 
proceed Plymouth BROCKLESBY to R/V with P.W.55*
(iv) 2 enemy destroyers now present in 
Cherbourg. (C. in C. Plymouth, 1422/24).
My 1555/24. 1 A/S Trawler, 1 Merchant ship 
straggling 15 miles astern of 'W.P. 55*
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1802/24)

GAELIC STAR. Shift all possible general cargo with crew so 
as to cool down refrigerated space for immediate 
loading salved cargo. Owners concur.
(D.T.D. , 1555Z/24)

^  Q* 5« My 1255A/22. For "Wednesday 29th October" 
read "Thursday 30th October".
(C. in C. H.F. , 1626A/24 to C.S.10)

/Information. ..
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S h ipp in g  & Convoys. -  C ontd.
C e r ta in  N e u tra l C onsuls a re  s a id  to  have been  in s t r u c te d  to  make every  endeavour to  o b ta in  in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  movements of sh ip p in g . H arbour A u th o r i t ie s  and S h ip p in g  O rg a n isa tio n s  sh o u ld  be warned a g a in s t  g iv in g  sh ip p in g  in fo rm a tio n  to  N e u tra l C onsu ls o r t h e i r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  Shipow ners have been  inform ed a c c o rd in g ly . (D.N. I . ,  18U1A/2U)

A. M. 2231A/18. Convey C. T. 5» R oute. From p o s i t io n  Q .270° 6 m ile s  from  O versay L ig h t a t  0900Z /31/10. to  p o s i t io n  E .56° 30 ' N ., 20°15 ' W., D.5U0 30 ’ N ., 2k° 0 0 ’ W.C. 51° N. , 30° W.2. In  p o s i t io n  D convoy C .T .5 m eets and changes e s c o r ts  w ith  convoy "Cargo" a t  1200Z /2/11 .3. Route f o r  "Cargo" from  p o s i t io n  D th ro u g h  p o s i t io n  E. to  F. 56° 3 0 ’ N ., 11° W. Thence to  N orth  C hannel. (D.O.D. H. , 2318A/22+).Owing to  u n fo re se e n  demands on C. i n  C. W.A. i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  p ro v id e  f u l l  e s c o r t  fo r  C .T .5 u n le s s  R .A .( M) p ro v id e s  3 d e s t r o y e r s .2. As i t  i s  however o f  g r e a t  im po rtan ce  to  c a r ry  o u t o p e r a t io n  S. N .83 as soon as  sw eeping N orth  West o f  F aeroes  i s  com pleted  C. i n  C. H.F. i s  re q u e s te d  to  s t a t e  w hether Home F le e t  can p ro v id e  th e  e s c o r t  fo r  t h i s  o p e ra t io n .3. I f  t h i s  can be a rra n g e d , R.A. (M) i s  re q u e s te d  to  p ro v id e  3 d e s tro y e rs  f o r  C.T. 3 le a v in g  U.K.on 30/10 s a i l i n g  them as r e q u ir e d  by C. in  C.W. A. N ecessary  s ig n a ls  w i l l  be p a ssed  to  R. A. (M)(A.C. N .S. [ H ., 2339A/2U)

The L a rn e -S tra n ra e r  ro u te  f o r  m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l i s  now w orking a t  f u l l  c a p a c ity . To m eet a d d i t io n a l  t r a f f i c ,  th e  War O ff ic e  p ro p o se  to  s t a r t  a s e r v ic e  betw een B e lf a s t  and Heysham u s in g  a f a s t  sh ip  making one d a y l ig h t  c ro s s in g  on fo u r  days p e r  week.2. S h ips to  r e c e iv e  a i r  p r o te c t io n  o n ly .3. R equest yo u r v iew s.(D.O.D. (H j, 2323A/2U to  C. i n  C. W.A.)

i
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North Atlantic.
My 1220A/20. Subject to satisfactory trial 
intend sailing WILD SWAN p.m./24 to reinforce 
escort O.S.9.G.
(ii) When may WISHART be expected.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1116A/24 to Adty.)
925 Your 1020A/24 to F.O.C.N.A. only. Detach 
LAMERTON to refuel at Ponta Delgada so that she 
can rejoin convoy before VTDETTE has to leave.
(ii) Report via aircraft date of LAMERTON arrival 
at Ponta Delgada. (F.O.C.N.A. 2246A/24 to_LEGION) 
WILD SWAN sails 0001A/25 to pass through 037°
22* Ii. 019° 00’ W. at 0600A/27 steering along 
aporoach route speed 14 knots to R/V with O.S.9.G. 
(F‘0.C.N.A. 2222A/24 to Escort of O.S.9.)

My 1744A/23. Add to para. 3 Spanish Consul 
General was present at meeting. Para. 4 the 
objections raised by Spanish authorities were 
fully investigated and cordial agreement reached 
Spanish Captain of Port has promised to notify 
Minister of Marine accordingly. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1258A/24 to N.A. Madrid.)

My 1700A/23 my 0720A/24 and rny 1216A/24. On 
parting company with CARNATION proceed along 
H.G.75's route until in convoy's vicinity. Join 
H.G. 75 as early as possible during daylight 
25th. Remain in company until necessary to 
comply with my 1920A/'24. (F.O.G.N.A. lj)26A/24
to DUNCAN).
My 1j>26A/24. Remain with H.G. 75 until daylight/ 
27. Further signal will be made rejoin O.S.9.G. 
Cancel my 1326A/24* (F.O.C.N.A. 1830A/24 to
DUNCAN).

For N.C.S.O.'s. Merchant ships are arriving at 
Gibraltar without correct entry instructions. 
Attention is drawn to A.M. 1728/11/4 and in 
particular to the fact that the Examination Vessel 
has been replaced by the Examination Station 
at Rosia. (D.T.D. 1519A/24 to A.I.G. 26,19.)
At 1600 DUNEDIN STAR reported by aircraft in 
position 036° 35* N. 000° 5-?’ W. and CITY OF 
LINCOLN 036° 29' N. 000° 42' W. E.T.A. Gibraltar 
about 0700/25. (F.O.C.N.A. 1822A/24 to V.A.
Malta.)

/French.
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North Atlantic-Contd.
Gibraltar 0857 Survey ship ESTAFETTE, FORT 
ARCHAMBAULT, GEVENNES, FAUZON all fall 
lorries on dec*, CAPITAHTE i)E DIABAT laden, with 
trawlers. AIGRETTE, LOUP DE MER westbound. 
(S.O.(I) Gibraltar 1657A/24).

Attacked U-boat at 1705 in i>6.24 N. 1402 W. 
Further details to follow. 1 Catalina escort 
COSSACK torpedoed 2559/23- Still Afloat.
(200 Group 1823/24).

Has Tanker DINGLBDALE's time of crossing 025°
(? west) been received by Portishead. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1841A/24 to Admty.)

Reference C.G. Lisbon tel. to M.E.W. no. 2024. 
SURVILLE reported loading beans and fish oil 
Faro for Oran. M.E.W. (?Section) British Embassy 
most anxious for her interception. (N.A. Lisbon 
1850/24 to F.O.I.C. Gibraltar).

Your 1852A/22. It is not intended to base 802 
Squadron ashore at Gibraltar. AUDACITY will 
leave U.K. with eight or nine Martlet Aircraft 
of 802 Squadron.
Propose to disembark up to three aircraft a-t 
Gibraltar and place them in reserve for 802. 
Three spare pilots ana 15 ratings would be 
disembarked with reserve aircraft. I hope 
accommodation can be found for these Officers 
and Ratings. Stores required will be held by 
AUDACITY. Propose C.O. AUDACITY, should make 
other arrangements with you on arrival. 
(D.N.A.D. 1900A/24 to F.O.C.N.A.)

E.T.A. Ponta Delgada IOOO/2 5. BRIGAND not 
in company. (ANTWERP 2038A/24).

My 0001/lst May Sect. II para. 16. In view 
of unlikely reception by Gibraltar or other 
British shore stations of signals made on 
500 K/Cs (600 M) when crossing 25° W., it is 
proposed that this signal should only be made 
on crossing this meridian by ships fitted with 
H/F transmitters and that ships not so fitted 
should not break W/T silence. Request your 
remarks. (A.C.N.S. (F) 2045A/24 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/Movements....
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Movements 
of 36th and 
57th Escort- 
groups.

North Atlentic-Contd.
Your 1722A/20 and my 1928A/12/9. Every 
opportunity will he taken to exercise groups.
The routine Boiler Cleaning of these ships is 
heyond capacity of local resources unless 
additional Boiler Cleaning parties are provided.
It may he possible to take one or two in hand 
dependent on local commitments.
With present strength of Gibraltar forces use 
of these ships to assist local commitments is 
unavoidable." Local forces average six days out of 
seven at sea excluding Boiler Gleaning periods, 
and even so, great difficulty is found in meeting 
commitments. I feel that to leave visiting ships 
from Home Waters in Harbour whilst local forces 
work hard (or escorts are inadequate) would be 
unjustifiable, and inevitably cause discontent. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2332A/24 to C. in C. W.A.)

South Atlantic.
Suspic ious
vessel_
sighted by 
PATOKA.

U.S.S. PATOKA reports at 1500/22nd 6 - 44 S.
34 - 26 W. vessel estimated 20 knots single mast 
crows nest forward low bridge amidships high 
stack aft apparently lying to manoeuvred high 
speed devious courses intercept this vessel 
various courses closed range 15,000 then withdrew 
into sun glare. Answered no signals. Inquiry 
Recife indicates not American or Brazilian.
Ends. (Opnav 0823/24 to Admty., C. in C. A.W.I.
C. in C. S.A.)
United States Naval Tanker PATOKA which arrived 
at Pernambuco 23/10 reported having sighted at 
about 1500 hours local time/22, 25 miles E. of 
Natal, a suspicious vessel which may have been 
German raider. The vessel which had lines 
similar to a destroyer was about 10 miles inshore 
of PATOKA and going slow. She increased speed 
to 20 to25 knots and headed for PATOKA. Latter 
changed course first S. then to N. each time 
other vessel changed course apparently in order 
to shorten range.
Finally PATOKA resumed southern course when 
other vessel stopped 7 to 8 miles distant.
Shortly afterwards she laid down a heavy smoke 
screen and disappeared Westwards at about 1700 
hours.
PATOKA made recognition signals and enquired name 
of other vessel. All signals remained unanswered. 
(R.O. Pernambuco 1220Z/24 to S.O.(l) Freetown, 
S.O.(l) Montevideo to R.A.S.A.D. S.A.S.)

/Convoy....
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South Atlantic-Contd.
Repeats his 1055B/23. (P.S.T.O. Simonstown
1055B/21+ to C. in C. E.I.)

Your 2132/27/9. The transfer of troops at 
Freetown from ship to ship or ship to shore is 
an ever growing commitment. For instance in a 
recent case there were over 2000 Officers and 
men and their "baggage to he disembarked from one 
ship "X" and distributed to four others and this 
at a time when there were 82 Merchant ships in 
harbour of which 5̂ - had arrived on the same day 
as "X'* above. There was then the subsequent 
embarkation of smaller number in X. The normal 
harbour craft are fully employed working cargo 
water fuel etc. and are not available for 
personnel. In any case tugs cannot go alongside 
the pier reserved for personnel.
Transfers were in fact made by using M.L.C's 
if 2 M.L.C's are sent to Gibraltar in accordance 
with your 2132A/27/9 it will be necessary to 
use M.L.C's ex Force Q which appears to be 
contrary to your 0110/30/8 nor will these craft 
be available if parent ships are employed 
elsewhere. Suggest 2 M.L.C.'s should be retained 
for use of S.S.T.O. (C. in C. S.A. 1158N/21+ to 
Admty.)

There is no furnace oil at Walvis Bay only 
1200 tons Diesel Oil belonging to Shell Company. 
This stock of Diesel Oil is required for internal 
use ashore and only very small quantity is 
available for ships. In viev/ of this suggest 
oiler be diverted to Walvis Bay to supply ships. 
(F.O.I.C. Simonstown 1215B/22+ to C. in C. S.A.)
My 1215/2i+th, refers your l6l5/23rd.
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown 1535B/22+ to C. in C. S.A.)

Request you sail CARNARVON CASTLE as soon as 
ready, best speed to patrol calm area shown on 
Chart Y 191 to south of St. Helena and between 
Meridian Greenwich and 15° W.with preference 
for Northern half of this area. Probable duration 
of Patrol one week. Further orders will be 
signalled. Object, interception of possible 
U/Boat supplying shins. (C. in C. S.A.
1321N/24 to N.O.I.C.‘simonstown.)
Your 1321/22+. Have ordered CARNARVON CASTLE 
to sail on (corrupt group) A/S patrol weather 
permitting 0500/25.
This will entail complete postponenent of practice 
and gun trials with new ammunition aue to be 
carried out on 25/10 and 26/10. (N.O.I.C.
Simonstown 192+5Z/22+ to C. in C. S.A.)

/WILD
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South ^tlantic-Contd.
As the next W.S. Convoy will not leave U.K. till 
about 10/11 and in view of the heavy scale of 
attack now in the Gibraltar area it is considered 
desirable for WILD SWAN to remain at Gibraltar 
until arrival of WISHART which should be about 
30/10.
2. You can of course sail Yi/RESTLER without 
waiting for WILD SWAN if you wish.
(A.C.N.S. (F) 1352A/24 to C. in C. S.A.)

Your 1141/9 and 2010/13.
1. Concur in your intentions for sailing of 
corvettes for refit.
2. WRESTLER should be sailed to U.K. for refit. 
A.M. 1352/24 para. 2 refers.
3. Request you will make arrangements for 
docking VANSITTART on S.A. Station informing 
Admiralty. (A.C.N.S. (F) 1912A/24 to C. in C.S.A)

Owing to further fuel leaks having developed 
on passage stowage has been reduced to 65$. 
No.* 1 oil fuel group port leaking badly_into 
main ballast. Group is unusable. No. oil 
fuel group port, small leak in main exhaust 
recess but group is usable. (SEVERN 1913/24 
to C. in C. S.A.)

Mediterranean.
WX. 1238A. 229 24/10. Re. your X.914 2;>/l0 and 
my 1.192 21/10 at least 3 miles but not exceeding 
4 miles off coast Northeast Ras IJaamoura. No 
further details available other than those 
contained in my 1.192 21/10. (H.Q. Malta,
0100/24 to Air Min.)

/CLAN.
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Mediterranean-Contd.
(British) leaves Malta a.m./2l+ passes 036°
3 5 ’ 0 12° 3 0' about 1830A/24 thence to 036° j>1’ 
012° 00’ and 036° i+0 ’ 0 1 1° 13' at about 0001A/25 
thence close to coast to Gape Bon and must not 
be molested. (Gapt. (S) 10 1017A/21+ to UTMOST). 
Gancel my 1017A/21+. Ship is returning to Malta. 
(Gapt. (S) 10 1850A/24 to UTMOST).

Informing Med. Fleet of movements as Gapt. (s) 
10, 1320A/23. (Gapt. S.10 1023A/24)

On each occasion of Warships or Merchant ships 
making the passage between Gibraltar and Malta 
a brief summary of attacks by hostile aircraft, 
surface craft and submarines is to be signalled to 
Admiralty for information.
2. Was Force "K" attacked whilst on passage to 
Malta. (A.C.N.S. (F) 1059/24 to V.A. Malta, 
F.O.C.N.A.)

Night 22/23 Oct. 4 Wellingtons attacked harbour 
works at Benghazi starting 1 medium fire in 
buildings east of customs quay and 2 small fires 
among railway sidings North East of inner harbour. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1214/24).

Following from Admiral Kelly. Your 21_>2A/22. 
H.M. Ambassador is kept fully informed of all 
my activities. (N.A. Angora 1259B/24 to Admty.)

2 Merchant Ships escorted by one destroyer sighted 
in 035° 24' 021° 00’ at 1047B /24th, steering 
south. (Gapt, (S) 1 1545B/24 to THRASHER).
Your 1944/10 (N.T. in W.D).
From dates of air attacks it appears that the 
policy of routeing Monster Liners to arrive at 
Suez during new moon periods has so far been 
successful but it is agreed that during moonlit 
periods a force of the strength you propose 
represents the bare minimum desirable.
2 /  The long endurance of sloops makes them 
more suited for ocean Escort of Convoys, from 
which essential duties no more can be spared.
3 . As immediate action it is suggested, subject 
to concurrence of G. in C. E.I, that YARRA should 
be exchanged for FALMOUTH.

/A. A
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Kediterranean-Contd.
A/A. 4. I consider that HUNT class destroyers best
escorts and meet your requirements for fast A/A Escort 
protection. vessels. AVOliVALE and ERIDGE have reached you, 

and HEYTHROP and FARNDALE are expected at Suez 
by 10/11.
5. All practicable steps are being taken to 
accelerate the departure of your next four 
HUNTS and it is hoped that building will have 
progressed sufficiently to allow these to be 
followed by a further four.
6. The one BANK Glass in service is fully 
employed in the Western Approaches and two 
smaller vessels in the Irish Sea, all in areas 
where air attack is a daily expectation.
7. Ships leaving U.K. are provided with all 
possible A/A weapons and it is hoped that the 
Aden shuttle service and the visit of Admiral 
Dreyer will have improved local conditions in 
this respect. (V.G.N.S. 1600A/24 to G. in G. Med.)

Ammunition
for
Singapore.

In order to meet urgent operational requirements 
request you send to Singapore from Eastern Med. 
reserves 5»000 rounds 5.25 H.E. i'.F. ammunition. 
This will be made good from U.K. (A.C.N.S. (VY) 
1626A/24 to G. in G. Med.)

Operation
"Halberd".

Pass following to 828 Squadron Hallfar.
Your 1040A/25 S.O. Force H's 1557A/18 refers. 
11 Albacore and 2 Swordfish started.
(ARK ROYAL 1638/24 to V.A. Malta).

REGENT. Arriving Sanctuary 1100B/25 unless otherwise 
ordered, acknowledge. (REGENT 1701/24 to S.l)

Possibility of After the success obtained at Gibraltar we 
Attack on consider it likely that an attack by human
Alexandria torpedoes and/or one-man motor boats will be 
by Boats. attempted at Alexandria.2. To assist in watching the approaches to the 

harbour one Type 271 R.D.F. set is being 
despatched by air. Experience indicates that 
in calm weather the apparatus should have a 
good chance of detecting even so small a target 
as a human torpedo on the surface.
To give it a fair chance, however, the zone 
of water being covered should be kept clear of 
patrol craft.3. Re installing and operation. (A.C.N.S.
(F) 1840A/24 to G. in G. Med.)

/HANS
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Arrival 2l+th from Garrucho with some 7 >000 tons 
iron ore. Will load here in general barrels 
resin and some aniseed. Expected sailing to-night 
2l+th or tomorrow for Tarragona for olive oil. 
(Valencia, 1910/21+)

Total 1+ bombers approached 2136 hours and 0322 
hours 23/2l+th October. Bombs on land and sea 
slight damage to civil and Government property 
Grand Harbour Area slight damage R.E. Store 
and materials Marino Pinto one civilian wounded. 
Night 23/2l+th Oct. 3 Wellingtons independent 
attacks Naples leaflets and total 8,750 lbs. 
bombs dropped from 8,000 feet. Time over target 
2000 hours to 011+5 hours. Results not observed.
3 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli. Total bombs 
dropped 12,000 lbs from 3>000 feet to 8,000 
feet. Time over target 191+5 hours to 0315 hours. 
Day 21+/10, 6 Hurricanes, bombers escorted by
11 fighters attacked railway and factory Ragusa 
0708 hours total bombs dropped 9o0 lbs. 
burst target area complete surprise no opposition 
5 Blenheims attacked factory Licata 11+00 hours 
as alternative Castel Vetrano aerodrome which 
was under cloud 5,000 lbs. bombs dropped S.W. 
target railway line hit fire started in town.
(H. Q. , R.A.F. , Malta 2200/21+).
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Instructions 
to shipping, 
in event of 
war with 
Japan.

East Indies.
N. O.I/C.'s pass to N.C.S.O.'s.
(i) Should hostilities with Japan become 
imminent the policy in regard to British and 
Allied except Dutch shipping proceeding from 
Area 3 to Area 4 will be as follows;-
(ii) When signal "Seek refuge port" is made
(a) Ships west of longitude Colombo and bound 
for Area 4 are to call at Colombo for orders.
(b) Ships between longitude Colombo and 085° .
E., if bound Area 4, are to turn and proceed 
Colombo for orders.
(c) Ships east of 085° E., and bound Area 4 
are to proceed to the nearest defended port in 
Burma Malaya or N.E.I.
(iii) Should war with Japan break out or signal 
"Immobilise" be made necessary steps are to be 
taken to prevent ships being used by enemy.
If capture is inevitable, ships must be 
scuttled or engines and boilers seriously 
damaged.
(iv) If stopped at sea by Japanese warships after 
repeated after signal "Seek refuge port" has 
been made, confidential books are to be destroy
ed and immediate W/T message sent in plain 
language giving such details as time permits
if and when released, further report is to be 
made.
(v) Trustworthy Masters are to be acquainted 
verbally and confidentially with foregoing and 
warned that, only maximum number of officers 
may be informed.
(vi) Dutch shipping is controlled by Dutch 
authorities but should be requested to conform 
generally.
(C. in C.S.I., 1218Z/24, toE.I. Station.)

AUSTRALIA. My 0758/11 and my 0802/15.
One AUSTRALIA will leave Mauritius p.m./26 for 
Kerguelen and Crozet Island. Estimate she 
will be in former locality from 1st to 6th 
Nov., incl., and should arrive Durban 14th.
2. AUSTRALIA has been given discretion in visit 
to Crozet Island and knows she is required 
middle of November for convoy. But she has 
been told if weather is good chance should be 
taken to make a thorough examination of this 
group.3. In fixing date for semi Monster convoy
request allowance may be made for above and that 
she may be given a few days in harbour if 
possible. .
(C. in C.S.I., 1438Z/24, to N.O.I.C. Simonstown.)
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China.
Arrival 29/10. Saigon. 
(N.S.S.O. Hong Kong 0224Z/24.)

A.M. 1654A/10. In view of the altered 
circumstances request you will provide Cruiser 
Escort for AWATEA from Manila to Hong Kong. 
(A.C.N.S.(P) 0553A/24 to C. in C. China.)

Your 0915Z/15/10. I hope to ship four type 
279 at the rate of one per month starting 
November for fitting in Dutch cruisers.
2. In addition seven sets of Type 290 by end 
of the year for Dutch destroyers.
3. Dutch may be given general information of 
R.D.F. vide C.A.P.O. 713/41.
(4) Arrangements have been made for Dutch 
R.D.P. officers to proceed N.E.I., to supervise 
fitting and for instruction of ratings locally. 
(D.3.D. 1704A/24 to C. in C. China.)
Chinese General Staff report.
Japanese fleet fully mobilized and now at 
Sasebo, (b) 11 transports with Japanese troops 
including twenty guns (?arrived at) Haiphong 
20/10 2 more divisions to follow.
(B.M.A. ChungCKing 1740/24.)
This is a possibility, and mobilization is 
confirmed by N.A. Tokyo.

Re training and employment in H.M. Ships. 
(Hd. of M. 2002A/24 to C. in C. China.) 
See Lion Copy.

America & West Indies.
Your 2033/21. All ships should be stored for 
Transatlantic voyage in T.C.15 plus a further 
two months with full complement of troops and 
crew.

/Essential
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boo advantage In doing as much an possible for t lie training 
and employment of Chinese Officers and ratings in II.M.Ships, 
not only to ensure the help of the Chinese Navy after the 
war, but to outweigh-'.the influence of the Japanese 
trained Nanking Navy*
2, In the first place Ambassador is being asked to send 
you further details of one hundred officers and ratings 
(not more than 10 Officers), including age, technical and 
seagoing qualifications. You are then authorised to 
ask Ambassador to send selected men to Singapore for 
trial and should report results and recommend to what 
extent scheme should be pursued,
3. It is, of course, essential that Chinese should not be 
employed on menial tasks but should be given employment
in accordance with their qualifications.
4* Their Lordships envisage taking men in the first 
place in small drafts with one or two Officers per draft; 
and sending them to A.M.C's, Coastguard cutters, or 
to sloops and gun boats on the East Indies and Mediterranean 
Stations. Men would probably have to be additional to 
the complement in the first instance,
5, It will be difficult to place large numbers of Officers 
but when the six already accepted for training have joined y 
should have a guidefor making recommendations for employ
ment of further batches.
1st Lord 
1 s t  S  o 3-i • 
2nd S.Lo 
V.C.N.S.

P .A c S a 
D« Y»S o s ~, 
L.TfcSoE.
N.A . 2nd S*L.( 2) 
N.
G •!!,■{ 2 )

2002A/24
for Ed© of M© Branch(60G

a .c .n .s .(f )Secretary 
Naval Ssc* 

(S).st

Approved by 2nd 
Ops. (4)
O.D.(5)

N.L.
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America & West Indies.

Essential that sailing date of T.C.15 be 
maintained at 13*11 even if storing not 
completed.
(D. of S.T. 0217A/24 to H.8.H.Q., Ottawa.)

Following received from Opnav for transmission 
C. in C.S.A.
Repeats Opnav 0823/24. See S.Atlantic.
(B.A.D. Washington 0425R/24 to C. in C.S.A.)

My 0854R/16. Sailing of LIVERPOOL is delayed 
about one week.
(B.A.R.M. 1330R/24.)

Departures CHITRAL, AUSONIA, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
MONTCLARE for U.K.
(S.O.(I) Halifax 1921Z/24.)

Your 1529Z/23rd not to C.N.A. U.S.A. Naval 
Authorities have granted permission to Swedish 
M.V. COLOMBIA Vancouver to use following 
anchorage in case of emergency (l) off Iliuliuk 
Bay (2) anywhere in Unalaska Bay.
Matter of granting similar refuge ports to all 
ships using great circle route is being 
considered and report will be forwarded later. 
(C.N.O. Ottawa 2112Z/24.)



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

COSSACK.
(torpedoed 
25/10.)"

S .3,ARIOSTO 
(2176 tons.)

Unknown Ship.

595
24.10.1941. 
Friday.___

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked. I D
Forward part of COSSACK is completely wrecked. 
After (?part) floating and fit to tow position 
is 35 36 N., (?34)(?04) W. CARNATION standing 
by. (LEGION 0005Z/24 to R.A. Gibraltar.)
My 0005Z/24. CARNATION is fast to (? COSSACK) 
and will endeavour to take her in tow at dayligh 
LEGION remaining for A/S protection. Request 
air escort and tug. Weather sea slight wind 
N.W. three. Approx., number of survivors 
on board LEGION 43 CARNATION 47 COMMANDANT 
DUBOC 10.
(LEGION 0248Z/24 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Tug THAMES escorted by JONQUIL sailing at 
0630A for 035° 36’ N., 010° 04* W., to tow 
COSSACK to Gibraltar.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0330A/24, to CARNATION.)
COSSACK sinking. Am rejoining convoy.
(LEGION 0500Z/24 to F.0.C.N.A.v 
Arrival 0230 DUNCAN. Departed 0535 in 
accordance with my 0720 to R/V with 0.S.9 G. 
Departure JONQUIL with Tug THAMES to tow 
C03SACK.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0636A/24 to Adty.)
LEGION 2255Z/23 and 0005Z/24 and my 0330A/24 
DUNCAN sailed 0530A/24 with surgeon and 
medical supplies, then in execution of previous 
orders.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0720A/24 to Adty.)
LEGION rejoining convoy forthwith CARNATION 
ceased towing providing A/S protection.
Expect escort of Catalina Aircraft at 0930 
Call Sign M.9 H.H.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0724A/24 to LEGION, CARNATION.)
Am proceeding to assistance of COSSACK,
E.T.A., 1845 in 35 36 ?10 04.
(HERMIONE 0839A/24 to F.O.C.N.A.)
COSSACK afloat in 35 40 N . , 09 50 W.
CARNATION providing A.S. protection. Has 
steam and pumps keeping water under control. 
Bows, most of bridge and foremast gone.
Expect Tug will R/V daylight 25th. Weather up 
to date suitable for towing. About 100 
survivors in all.
(F.O.C.N.A., 2330A/24 to Adty.)

ARIOSTO torpedoed and sunk.
(ROCHESTER 0550A/24 to Admiralty, F.O.C.N.A.)

From Wick Radio, Intercept at 2036 G.M.T. on 
500 Kcs. DE Unknown Station begins: - 
S S 8 S. Signals very weak and interference 
heavy, nothing further heard. Ends. No 
bearing obtained.
(Scapa W/T T.O.R.2154/24 to A.C.O.S.)

/VANCOUVER
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.Contd.
Request you will report result of PICTOU'S 
search for VANCOUVER ISLAND.
(C. in C.V/.A., 2311A/24 to G.G.N.E.)

LEGION reports CARSBREGK and ALHAMA sunk during 
night 23/24. 57 survivors in COMMANDANT DUBOC. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 2356A/24 to Adty.)

Submarines Reported.
At 1238A/24 F.W.’s homeing U-Boats onto H.G.75. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1254A/24 to Escorts of H.G.75.)
3 U-boats are probably being homed on to 
convoy from N.E. 2 of these were (?90) miles 
away at noon.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1938A/24, to Escorts of H.G.75.)

There were indications of a possible U-Boat 
within 100 miles 019° S., 010° W., at 2252 23rd. 
Reliability 60/.
(C. in G.8.A., 1423N/24 to S.A.Sqn.)

Estimated U-boat Dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C. 1443A/24.)

1 Submarine bearing 112° distance 8 miles course 
260° my position 36° 37’ N., 11° 8 ’ W.
(HERMIONE 1516/24, 1600/24.)
My 1556 ? S/M has dived my position (as before.) 
(HERMIONE 1518/24.)

036° 45' N.,011°42’W., at 1516A/24 course 260°. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1559A/24 1739A/24 to S & A.,N.A.Stn.

By D/F 042° 001 N., 009° 30 W.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1739A/24 to S & A., N.A. Stn.)

German U-boats fixed by D/F bearings. At 1142
within 15 miles of 037° 10' 009° 51'. At 1148
within 60 miles of 037° 40' 010° 00’.
At 1209 within 60 miles of 037° 40'0ll° 00'.
At 1153 and 1218 within 15 miles of 037°30'010° 
30’. At 1442 within 15 miles of 038°00* 012°
00'. All times G.M.T. and all positions N.and W. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1927A/24 to S & A., N.A.)
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24.10.1941. 
Friday . .

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
Your 0958/23 preliminary report. PICTOU 
chased U-Boat on surface from 0330/17 until 
0430/17 when very promising attack carried out 
on U crash diving - speed attained by PICTOU 
195 RPM to overhaul. During chase two 
torpedoes certainly and a third possibly x ired 
from stern tubes at PICTOU. Suggest all 
escorts be warned to avoid wake of U-boats 
when chasing, further report follows then 
other escorts return here.
(Capt. D. N.F. 1402Z/24 to C. in C.W.A.)

See North Atlantic. (200 Group 1823/14.)

Am attacking (?Enemy Submarine) in 37 12 N.,
11 30 W. .(LAMERTON 1830A/24 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Contact lost at 1826 A after 2 attacks. Area 
thoroughly swept am rejoining convoy.
(LAMERTON 2000A/24 to F.O.C.N.A.)
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Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
The two German Destroyers reported at Cherbourg 
at 0830 yesterday were no longer there at 1100 
today and are believed to have passed Cape Gris 
Nez eastwards at 0230 this morning taking a 
course not previously followed to the Westward 
and Northward of the Outer Ruytingen Bank.

Two 6000 Ton German supply ships and one 400 
Ton Tanker, all loaded and escorted by one 
Patrol Boat, are reported to have arrived in 
Floro Harbour from the south at 1700Z yesterday 
and it is believed that they may round Stadtlandet 
northbound today.

Convoy W.S.12 X, consisting of 6 American and 
possibly 1 British Troop Transports and carrying 
20,000 British Troops transhipped from Convoy 
C.T.5, will leave Halifax on 9/11 for the 
Middle East by way of Trinidad and the Cape, 
and will be escorted as far as Cape Town by 
U.S. forces.

Force G. (PRINCE OF WALES and 2 Destroyers) 
with HESPERUS sailed from the Clyde at 1346A 
today for Freetown and Singapore.

A/S Nets are being laid in the White Sea 
Approaches and Masters of-M/Vs concerned are 
to be warned against marking the net positions 
on their charts.

British Air Activity.
From 1500/28 the "Yellow Warning” on the 
National Warning system will be discontinued.

The believed position of PRINZ EUGEN at Brest 
was bombed last night by 6 Stirlings who found 
the whole town covered by a smoke screen.
7 A/C attacked Emden.
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SITUATION REPORT.

25.10.1941.
Saturday.

Enemy Air Activity.
At 1255 today one A/C attacked two Colliers in 
Skaalo Fiord, Faroes without result; and at 
1816 Convoy E.C.90 was "bombed without result off 
Southwold.

In North Russian waters enemy air R/C is reported 
today to extend as far as 72° N. and 42° E.

Mining.
Mines were detonated yesterday and today by 
sweepers in the Thames Estuary and C. in C. Nore 
has ordered two Motor Minesweepers to be sailed 
as soon as possible to Sheerness from London.

Avonmouth was closed at 2255A tonight oaring to 
suspected minelaying.

North Atlantic.
S.S. CITY OF LINCOLN and DUNEDIN STAR, sailing 
independently have arrived at Gibraltar. Both 
were attacked by aircraft and claim to have 
damaged the enemy.
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SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic.
CARNARVON CASTLE left Capetown this morning to 
carry out a patrol for a week to intercept 
possible U-boat supply ships in the calm area 
south of St. Helena between the meridian of 
Greenwich and 15°-W.

DORSETSHIRE left Freetown today for patrol to 
intercept possible enemy supply ships.

Mediterranean.
24 enemy aircraft approached Malta today. 4 
crossed the island and dropped bombs intended 
for the Grand Harbour and setting on fire the 
Government fuel dump.

6 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli last night. 4 
Wellingtons attacked shipping and the harbour 
at Benghazi last night.

Fast minelayer LATONA was attacked by aircraft 
at 2015 today 30 miles north of 3ardia; the 
after magazine eventually blew up and the ship 
sank at 2220. Continuous bombing attacks took 
place during the rescue operations and HERO was 
damaged whilst alongside LATONA, though perhaps 
not seriously.
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SITUATION REPORT.

U-Boat Campaign.
S.S. SALABANOKA was reported Being pursued By 
a S/M at 1950 today in 43° 41* N. 37° 58’ W.

& A U L JE O

At 1240A today LAMERTON reported that she had 
sunk Italian S/M/PERRARIS^xn37 ° 27* N. 14° 33’ W. 
and was picking up the crev/. LAMERTON sustained 
slight damage from shrapnel.
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Dover. 
Request 
for A.L.Cs. 
and M. G. Bs.

Policy.
A.L. M/PD0503/U1 23 October. It is considered 
essential that assault landing crafts and 
crews should be allocated to Dover for combined 
training as soon as possible.
5 assault landing craft is considered a 
suitable number and information is requested 
when these could be made available.
M.G.Bs. D type would be invaluable as supporting 
craft and if necessary ij. boats of 5th Motor 
Launch Flotilla could be surrendered for 1+ boats 
of this type. (N.O.I.C. Dover, 121+8A/25 to Adraty).

A/S.
Trawlers_ 
preparing 
for Arctic 
service.

F.O.I.C. Belfast's 1152A/22 and F.O.I.C. 
Liverpool's 0953A/22.
2. Request you will signal your intentions on 
the. following points:-
A. From what base are these ships to work? These 
ships are unable to maintain themselves.
B. Do you wish these Trawlers to be formed into 
Auxiliary A/S Groups? If so presumably this 
should be done in 2 Groups on basis of present 
refitting ports.
3. If not required for convoy escort immediately 
on completion of refit suggest trawlers carry 
out a few days A/S practices at Tobermory. 
(A.C.N.S. (H), 1725A/25 to C. in C. H.F. )

Flag of Cancel my 12014-. Flag of V.A. 2 now hoisted in
V.A. 2, RENOWN. (RENOWN, 1859/25).

(•from  f i t tHLC  
t>j W aiEM

Co-operation with U.S.A.
Co-operation Following received from Opnav. Repeats Opnav
in event of 2232Z/23. (A.C.N.S. H., 1256A/25 to Cs. in C.
Heavy Units H.F. , W.A. , A.W.I. , etc), 
breaking out.

Co-operation with Russia.
Communications.S. B. N. 0. North Russia II36C/2I4..

Request confirmation teleprinter circuit between 
Murmansk and Archangel is now in operation and 
what transmitter will be used by Archangel for 
communication to Murmansk.
2. Request information what W/T arrangements 
are in force for communication from ships within 
about 100 miles of Archangel with that place
as institution of a Port Wave appears desirable. 
Watch on this may be continuous or at Routine 
periods according to personnel availab le.
3. On receipt of your reply, Admty General Message 
Home will be issued. (D.S.D., 1317A/25 to
S.B. N. 0. Archangel).
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Movements.

Leave patrol after dark/25 through following 
position diving hy day to R/V with LOCH MONTEITH 
in 135° Bressay Light 7 miles at 0730 A/27 
for onward passage to Scapa. A.C.O.S. is 
requested to arrange for fighter protection from 
Bressay to Scapa. (Capt. S.9., 0221A/25 to S/M AlU.)
My 181j0/2U. Sailing postponed. Master 
considers weather unfavourable.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 0910/25).

Subject to trials being satisfactory MAORI 
should now complete P.M./28th. Following 
proposed sailing programme. (F.O.I.C. London, 
1301/25).

The present intention is that you should sail 
on 1/11. (A.C.NS. (Hj 1318A/25 to D.19)

Sailed Force ”GM and HESPERUS routed as in 
C. in C. W.A 121+9A/23. Codeword ’'Sultan1' 
E.T.A. Freetown 1000Z/5*
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 13U6A/25).

On arrival at Clyde it is intended that 
M0NTCLARE and AUSONIA should proceed to Falmouth 
and Cardiff respectively to be fitted for Tropics. 
U. C. in C. W.A., is requested to sail 
M0NTCLARE and AUSONIA and to arrange escort if 
necessary with C. in C. Plymouth.
(D.O.D. tH), 1U01A/25).

Cancel my 0912A/2U. SEAW0LF leaves Needles 
1700/25 routed as follows to R/V 180° Lizard 
5* at 0730/27.
SEAW0LF has orders not to proceed beyond position 
090° Start Point 10 miles before 0700/26.
(Capt. S. 5. » 1U01A/25).

Intend to sail WISHART to Gibraltar leaving 
Plymouth 12 00/26 routed through O b k ° N. , 15° W. 
Request F. O.C.N.A. , issue onward routeing 
instructions to Gibraltar. (C. in C. Plymouth, 
152U/25).

/AURANIA
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements. - Contd.
My 0013A/23 and 2137A/2lp.1. F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to sail 
AURANIA, ASCANIA,WOLFS, and MALOJA in company 
to Southampton.
2. N.O.I.C. Londonderry is to sail STORK, IBIS, 
and ABERDEEN as escort to R/V as arranged by 
F.O.I.C. Greenock.
3. F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested sail ships to 
conform with C. in C. Portsmouth’s 1103A/23.
(C. in C. W.A., 1613A/25).

Intend sailing SUPERMAN for Gibraltar in accorda 
with Admty 2321A/29/9 in Convoy O.G. 76 leaving 
Clyde A.M./28.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 165UA/25).

My 1758/15/10. JAY now at Greenock with engine 
defects, which will take at least days. 
Propose delaying sailing of MYRLAND and KENNET 
now at Campbeltown until JAY is ready.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1858A/25).

SEALION escorted by WHITE BEAR proceeding 
through Minches to Scapa may be met about 
Ol+OOA/26. (C. in C. W.A. , 1901A/25 to ROYAL SOV
EREIGN) .

1500A/25 arrived, Seidisfiord with IMPULSIVE, 
ESCAPADE. Intend to sail 0800A/26 for Scapa, 
E.T.A. 1600A/27. (SUFFOLK, I6I4IZ/25).

Delayed by landing injured ratings from H.31 
at St. Ives. Sailed St. Ives 1820A/25.
(LA CAPRICIEUSE, 1831A/25).

My l6l3A/25» M.Ls. ̂ 1146, li+5» 1^9, 150, 151> and 
230 returned owing to weather.
(N.O.I.C. Lowestoft, 211+4A/25)*
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Operation
"pantaloon".
1H 
•/#1*

Expect possibility considerable delay completion 
loading. Persistent local fb g. If vessels 
could find suitable berths southside Glasgow 
might expediate by avoidance long Road/Lighter 
journeys. (R.A.F.E.O. Glasgow, 1131 /25 to Air 
Ministry).
R.A.F.E.O. Glasgow, 1131/25. Berthing of ARGUS 
and ATHENE on South Side of River at Glasgow 
is not recommended for the following reasons. 
Loading of ATHENE is proceeding at her present 
berth at Dalmuir Basin, after trial today which 
was successful. (F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 19U9A/25 to 
Admty).

Tyne 65 
Trial.,

Intend to carry out type 6 3 long distance 
trial on 28/10. PRINCE ALBERT will sail 
0930A/28 and check alignment of beacons between 
seaward end of QZS 215 and Isle of Man.
Thence as follows. PRINCE ALBERT will return 
to Liverpool on completion.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1703A/25).

East Coast 
Patrols.

Patrol tonight (l) Two M. G. Bs. Q. E. three 
shifting to Q.E. four A at 0200/26th.
(2) Two M.Ls. Q.E. four A, shifting to Q.E. 
six A at 0200/26th.
(C. in C. Nore, 1709A/25).

British Air Activity.
"Yellow"
Warning. From 1500/28 the "Yellow Warning" on the 

National Warning System will be discontinued. 
(D. of L.D. , 09U1A/25)

Patrols. "Trost", "Stab" "Bert" "Stand" dnd "Hornli" 
are being flown also P.R.U. Kristiansand and 
Oslo. (C. in C. Rosyth, 1120/25).
My 1120/25. Delete "Trost" and "Stab".
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1509/25).

S2 1.Saif&ron.
821 Squadron is to move to Machrihanish on 
28/10. (R.A.N.A.S. , 1316A/25 to Hatston)

/Bombing,
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British Air Activity. Contd.

On Night 24/25 six A/C attacked believed position 
of PxlINZ EUGEN at Brest, but cloud prevented 
accurate observations. After one aircraft had 
circled Brest for an hour the cloud lifted but 
the whole town was covered by a smoke screen.
The docks at Ostena and Calais were also bombed. 
(H.Q.B.C. 1615/25.)

You may expect air escort of one Liberator from 
dawn 26th.
(C. in C.W.A., 1649A/25 to Force G.)

EAGLE, ARGUS, FORESIGHT, FORESTER, FURY, E.T.A., 
1000/26. Weather permitting intend to fly off 
two Hurricanes to Belfast and 18 Swordfish to 
Machriharish.
(EAGLE 1905Z/25 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Enemy Air Activity.
1 (one^Enemy Aircraft, believed Junkers 88, 
attacked Collier* LAKELAND and STELLA PEGA3I in 
Skaale Fiord at 1255 today. All bombs missed, 
and no casualties or damage sustained. Air
craft was engaged by ships and shore defences, 
and believed damaged.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1515A/25.)

"Usuat
Enemy bombing convoy UUAG’E 52° 19' N. , 1 59* S.
(VERSATILE 1816/25.)

Reported (B.l) enemy air R/C as far as 72° N ., 
42° E. Admiralty pass to NORFOLK.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 2159C/25 to NORFOLK.)
Mining.
On 24/10. (1) H.M.T. EMILION sunk by near mine.
(2) M.M.S.19 damaged by near mines.
(3) H.M.T.LUCIENNE JEANNE damaged and beached by 
near mine. Details.
(Capt. M/S. Sheerness 0025A/25.)
LUCIENNE JEANNE damaged by near mine at 1937/24 
and beached in about 016° B.4 Buoy 1.5 miles. 
Vessel subsequently turned over at 0130 and is 
now under water. Only casualties two slightly 
injured.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 0452/25,1041/25.;

/Thames
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Mining.
Thames Two S.A. mines detonated on 24/10. Details.
Estuary. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 0914/25.)

One S.A. mine detonated at 1002/20. Details. 
(Capt. M/S.Sheerness 1001/25.)
Two motor minesweepers are to be lent temporarily 
to Sheerness. Request they be sailed as early as 
possible.
(C. in C. Nore 1007A/25 to P.O.I.C. London.)

Sweeps off Sweeping carried out to 0800/25.
Dover. By 3.A.Trawlers. Q.Z.S.191 and in Q. Z.S.190 and

269 between Dumpton and Dover. By L.L.Trawlers 
and S.A.Trawlers. Q.Z.S.258. Negative results. 
Q.Z.S.238 and Convoy route as in my 1931A/5 by 
S.A., and Oropesa Trawlers in progress.
(V.A. Dover 1216A/25.)

Operation
J7X.

Para. 4 of my 1907/23 amend as follows:
WELSHMAN is to lay (A) MANXMAN (B)
They are to leave Portsmouth in company at 
1715/25 and E.A.3 buoy at 1900 and thence by 
Q.S.S.271, MANXMAN at 20 knots and WELSHMAN at 
15 knots to Shoreham light buoy (C 3),make 
departure from that position at 2000/25 and 
2015/25 respectively. On completion of lay 
MANXMAN is to return to Southampton passing 
south of Q.Z.S. 324 to make Shoreham light buoy 
and by Q.Z.S. 271 arriving E.A.3 at 0700/26,and 
WELSHMAN is to proceed to Plymouth to reembark 
books passing through following positions and 
passing breakwater at 0830/26.
Attention is called to movements* PRINCE LEOPOLD. 
WELSHMAN should not be west of position.
(A) above before 0200/26.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1403/25.)
Sailed WELSHMAN and MANXMAN.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1753A/25.)

S.N.83. Admiralty 2339/24. It is understood that
2 destroyers to (? of) 17 division would now be 
sufficient for C.T.5. If this is confirmed 
it would leave one of my destroyers free for 
S.N.83.
(R.A.M. 2153/25 to Adty.)

Sweep of N.C.S.O. Portsmouth's 1413/25. 5th M/S Group
Q.Z.S.293. is to be sailed to sweep QZS.293 to eastward

and westward during daylight hours to-morrow, 
returning to Portland before dark. Route is to 
be swept independently of convoy movement.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1723/25.,

/Avonmouth
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Mining. - Contd.

The Port of Avonmouth is closed until further 
orders owing to suspected minelaying.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 2255A/25).

F.O.I.C. Falmouth reports "H D A'* B and C lined 
up. "A" defective and will require lifting 
Request loop layer may be sent for this purpose, 
as LASSO is returning to Plymouth in accordance 
with Admiralty’s 131+2A/21+.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 2310/25).

Enany Intelligence.

Report graded B. 2. states two German supply 
ships each 6000 tons and one tanker 1+00 tons 
all loaded and escorted by one patrol boat are 
lying alongside in Floro Harbour. They 
arrived from the south at 1700Z/21+.
(D.D.I.C. , 0039A/25) •
Two German supply ships each 6000 tons and one 
tanker 1+00 tons all loaded may round Stadtlandet 
northbound today. Grade B.2.
(F.O.S. , 0221+A/25 to S/M 0.11+).

Two vessels plotted by R. D.F. passed Cap Gris 
Nez at 0230, course easterly, speed 30 knots.
(V.A. Dover, 0321A/25)
My 0321A. Course taken by vessels probably 
2 destroyers, was close past Number 3 buoy 
(four miles North of Sangatte) to Western 
end of Outer Ruytingen Bank and thence along 
the Northern edge of this bank to W. Buoy where 
plot faded. Such a course has not been previously 
followed but has always been considered a likely 
one for valuable ships. (V.A. Dover, 0923A/25)
My 1210A/21+. The two destroyers were no longer 
in Cherbourg at 1100/25* There were indications 
that they passed Cap Gris Nez eastwards at 0230/ 
25. (D.D.I.C., 1705A/25).

Suspect E.boat activities. (C. in C. Nore, 
2220/25).
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Navigational.
Commodore of E.C.89 reports No. 18 Buoy 
appeared to be drifting with light burning 
0200/21+. (N.C.S.O. Methil, 1004/25).

No. 7 light buoy off station. Now in 51° 03’ 
00" N. , 1° 21* 08" E. Request Q. Z. H.
(V. A. Dover, 1555A/25)

901 Q. Z. H. No. 36 light buoy reported damaged 
and extinguished. (Hydrog, 2220A/25)

Casualties & Defects.
BEAGLE arriving Clyde with broken foremast. 
Request approval to fit 286 P. whilst 
mast is being repaired.
(Capt. D. Greenock, 1221/25).

Your No. 8605B/125 of 13/10. Ten-day work 
on water tanks of ST. BRIAC approved. 
(R.A.N.A.S. , 1231A/25 to N.A.S. Arbroath).

Your 1449Z/14, your 1222A/15, and C'.O.A. C. 
Halifax's 2050Z/14* AMHERST has not (?had) 
boilers cleaned internally since she was built 
and in addition has oil fuel in her boilers. 
She will be taken in hand as soon as possible. 
(HECLA, 1534Z/25 to C.C.N.P. )

Your 0216/16 and my 0629/16. A/C from Dyce 
sighted a barge with green tarpaulin covers 
in 57p 25' N., 3° 59’ E. , at 1155 today. Barge 
was drifting South.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1817/25 to D. of S.T.)

Following received from N.C.S.O. Mersey begins 
CITY OF PRETORIA reports having collided with 
small motor vessel at 2017/23 about 5 miles 
West of No. 6 buoy approach Swansea Channel. 
Ship stopped and turned searched in vicinity 
with Aidis Lamp and no s ign of vessel seen. 
Search lasted for half hour and then resumed 
course and speed for Liverpool. T.0.0.1800/25* 
Ends. (F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 2152/25)*
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25.10.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys.

You are requested to ensure that radiators of 
all vehicles, prime movers and generators, etc. 
embarked are drained before convoy P. Q. 3 sails. 
(D.T.D. , 1108A/25 to A.C.I.C. )

A.M. 2323A/24. No objection in present 
circumstances.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1130A/25).

Not met. VOLUNTEER in company position 058° 
50’ N., 025° 10’ W. (VAN0C, 1130Z/25)

//V.T*’ w h .
My 0810. COMMANDANT DUBOC also in Company 
(VIDETTE, 1246/25 to F. O.C.N.A.) j3 ( ,^ 4

Convoy W. S.12 X. consisting of 6 American and 
possibly one British troop transport, carrying 
20,000 British troops transhipped from C.T.5» 
speed of advance about 14 knots, will leave 
Halifax on 9/11 for Middle East via Trinidad 
and the Cape.
2. U.S.A. are providing escort from Halifax 
to Capetown. Escort onwards as arranged 
by C. in C. S.A. and C. In C. E.I.
(D.O.D. F. , 1300A/25).

BRADFORD is to be sailed with O.G. 76 to 
Gibraltar subsequently return with S.L.92 
F. O.C.N.A. is requested to sail BRADFORD to 
join S.L.92. (C. in C. W.A. , 1740A/25)

It is important that Escorts should be aware of 
arrangements made for D/F Guards by Merchant 
Ships and Commodores should be informed 
accordingly.
2. D/F Guards should be placed close to the 
Commodore for easy signalling.
3. Commodores have complained that N.C.S.I.251 
is not always complied with.
(D.T.D. , 1756A/25).

/Nets in
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Nets in 
White Sea 
Approaches.

P.Q. 2,

Oil
25.10.1941. Saturday.

HOME COMMUNES.

Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
Action is being taken to warn shipping in 
the sense of your 2241B/23. (D.of L.D., 1932A/ 
25 to S.B.N.0. Archangel.)
Nets are being laid in area enclosed by 
following positions and it is closed to all 
shipping.
2. All vessels routed to these waters are to 
be informed accordingly and warned that 
information is secret.
3. Masters of merchant vessels to be warned 
against marking the lines on charts.
4. No Q. Z. message will be issued.
(D. of L.D-.. 1935A/25).

Admiral ty 1859A, August30th para. 3. Arrange
ments made for arrival P.Q.2. Fighter protec
tion during daylight between 66° N., and 68° N. 
to cover arrival.
Admiralty pass to C. in C. H.F. and NORFOLK. 
(S.B.N.0. North Russia, 2201C/25 to Admty).
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WILD SWAN.
LA ME R T O N

Fuelling at 
P. Delgada.

SAN JUAN.

French Ships.

WISHART.

LISBOA. 
FROHSAC.

CITY OF 
LINCOLN. 

DUNEDIN STAR.

25.10.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

612

North Atlantic.
My 2222/24 vessel$ sailed.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0008A/25 to Escort O.S.9.)
Your 2246/24 A.M./26.
(LEGION 0812A/25 to F.O.C.N.A.)

*  »"  J* 6If

Reauest arrangements may be made to fuel 
ELECTRA, EXPRESS and HESPERUS at Ponta Delgada. 
Each ship requires 300 tons and E.T.A. 29/10. 
(N.O.i/c Greenock 1004A/25 to N.C.S.O. Ponta 
Delgada.)
ANTWERP arrived Ponta Delgada 1230 G.M.T./25. 
MALINES left 1200 G.M.T. Ships will proceed 
in company along route laid down when ANTWERP 
has fuelled.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1232/25.)

After further investigation an releasing SAM 
JUAN Seville to Ceuta aviation timber and 
grain.
(SCOTTISH 1210A/25 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Gibraltar 1419/25. Destroyer BRESTOIS, S.S. 
SAINTE-MARTINS LIBERIA, ANDORRE all full. 
SAINTE-LUCIEN laden eastbound.
(V.A.C.N.A. 1931A/25.)

Route Gibraltar. (F.O.C.N.A. 2246A/25.)

Departure 25/10. LISBOA Genoa. Arrival 25/10 
FRONSAC. (Barcelona 1251/25.)
Arrival 25th LISBOA German.
(Barcelona 1300/25.)

My 0720A/25. CITY OF LINCOLN and DUNEDIN STAR 
report :-
1. Two "EH boats sighted by CITY OF LINCOLN at 
0145/23 1.5 miles off shore when approaching 
Cape Bon. Boats were stopped, but started up 
engines passed under stern of ship and 
disappeared.

/2 ...
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N orth A t la n t i c .

2. At 0 8 00 /23  p o s i t i o n  57 26 N. 09 25 E. s in g le  
a i r c r a f t  b e l ie v e d  Breda 88 approached CITY OF 
LINCOLN from  a s te rn  and f i r e d  th ree  sh ort 
h u r s ts . Then made o f f  tow ards DUNEDIN STAR 
who opened f i r e  s c o r in g  s e v e r a l h i t s .
A i r c r a f t  l a s t  seen lo s in g  h e ig h t  and making
f o r  A fr ic a n  C oast. At t h is  tim e sh ip s  were 
about 8 m ile s  a p a rt.
3 . I t a l i a n  seap lan e b e l ie v e d  Cant 506B shadowed 
sh ip s  from  0900 /23  u n t i l  1523.
4. Three I t a l i a n  bom bers b e l ie v e d  S avo ia  79 o r  
85 made u n s u cce s s fu l low  l e v e l  a tta ck  on CITY 
OF LINCOLN at 1512 /23  p o s i t i o n  37 13 N. 70 5 E. 
w hich was re p e a te d  by  same a i r c r a f t  a t (1 5 2 0 /2 3 ? ) 
o n ly  damage su sta in ed  by sh ip  was p o r t  paravane 
c a r r ie d  away. A ir c r a f t  engaged by sh ip s  guns 
b o th  a t ta ck s  and h i t s  c la im ed . One a i r c r a f t  
damaged and l a s t  seen  b e in g  e s c o r te d  by the 
shadowing I t a l i a n  seap lan e . O therw ise c le a r  
run through  f o r  b o th  s h ip s .
(F .O .C .N .A . 1724A /25 to  A d t y ., V .A . M a lta .)

South A t l a n t i c .

R equest arrangem ents b e  made f o r  WRESTLER to  
f u e l  a t  S t . V in ce n t  31 /10  about 230 ton s 
re q u ire d .
(C . in  C. S .A . 0407N /25 to  B .C . S t . V in c e n t .)

f«_!) isfio- /3

Capetown d ep a rtu re  0745Z /25 O cto b e r , CARNARVON 
CASTLE f o r  p a t r o l  t o  South o f  S t . H elena in  
a ccord an ce  w ith  C. in  C. S .A . 1 3 2 1 /1 4  and 
2205 /24 .
(N .O .I .C . Simonstown 0 9 3 2 Z /2 5 .)

Your 1 2 1 5 /2 4  and my 1 6 09 /24 . U n less  you have 
an o i l e r  handy th a t you can send to  W a lv is  Bay 
PRINCE (?BAJ>0UIN) i s  t o  f u e l  from  th ese  s to ck s  
ta k in g  minimum amount re q u ire d  to  reach  0 
Simonstown. DERBYSHIRE pass t o  PRINCE BADOUIN 
on m eeting . *
C. in  C. S .A . 1437N/25 to N .O .i /c  Simonstown.)

/DORSETSHIRE . . .
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South Atlantic - contd.

Leave Freetown 2200/25 October to patrol in 
H.33 D.H.34 C. Object possible enemy supply 
ships.
(0. in 0. S.A. 1547N/25 to DORSETSHIRE.)

Mediterranean.

PROTEUS and KIPLING and 3 M.Ls will be 
exercising in approx. (? 272° or 340°) 
Ras-el-Tin 18.5. Trawler AMBER and convoy 
expected 1200.
(Capt. (S) 1, 0705B/25 to REGENT.)

With fire in number 3 hold ran aground at 
Perim 24/10. Ship now refloated and pro
ceeding to Aden. Fire still smouldering. 
(S.N.O. Red Sea 0824Z/25)

Your 1059/24 para.2. No.
(V.A. Malta 0847A/25 to Adty.)

3 Merchant Ships one auxiliary 039° 30' 011°
25’ course 060® 8 knots at 0830A/25.
(Oapt.(S) 10, 1026A/25 to SOKOL.)

If CLAN FERGUSON has not sailed she is to be 
held at Malta.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1149A/25 to V.A. Malta.)

4 Wellingtons attacked Naples 1944 to 2308/24. 
10/10 Low cloud and rain over target. Some 
bombs dropped target area remainder over 
approx, position. No results observed.
1 fire started Sicily by incendiaries. Severe 
electrical storms. Opposition medium inaccurate.
6 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli 1910/24 to 0250/25. 
Majority of bombs in target area.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1845/25.)
Night 23/24 October, 4 Wellingtons bombed docks 
at Benghazi starting fire on base of Central 
mole. Further bombs burst on Central and 
Cathedral moles and near small ships off Italian 
mole.

/3 F.A.A. ...
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Air
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UNBEATEN.

0. in 0, Med, 
takes over 
Red Sea.

G15
25.10.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
3 F.A.A. ATbacores dropped flares over Bardia 
to illuminate harbour for bombardment by H.M. 
ships. Bombs also dropped on the north and 
south headlands at the entrance of the harbour 
caused explosion on the latter.
A Beaufort on sea R/C sighted 2 ships 1000 tons 
by destroyer and M.E.110 190 miles due north 
of Tolmeta steering south. Beaufort dropped 
2 250 lb bombs 20 yards from the stern of one 
M.V. and machine gunned its decks subsequently 
avoiding the attack of the M.E.lll.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1226/25.)
Malta. At 0840/25 24 enemy aircraft approached 
1053 hours 4 bombers crossed island dropping 
bombs and intercepted by Hurricanes. 1 enemy 
bomber probably Gant Z.1007 badly damaged, 1 
Macchi 200 smoking wreckage of another Macchi 
found in sea. Hurricane missing search in 
progress. Government fuel dump set on fire 
and 7 houses damaged attack intended for Grand 
Harbour. 3 slight civilian casualties.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1830/25.)

Established patrol in the vicinity 037° 02’ 
(?029°) 29* in anticipation of similar 
operation as in my 1041A/20. Enemy forces may 
return afternoon of 27th.
(Gapt. (S.10) 1243A/25.)

My 1219 18th. Amend para 8 second sentence to 
read N.O.i/c Suez will be in command under 
S.B.N.O. Suez Canal Area of Ports in Suez Bay 
and Sidi Barrani local Defence Craft.
(C. in C. Med. 1944B/24 to S. and A. Med.Stn.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

25.10.1941.
Saturday.

East Indies.
W.C.78 Bahrein South Sitrah Light Buoy not 
burning.
(S.O.(I) Colombo 0422Z/25 to Adty.)

China.
185 Z.M. has asked that Dutch Cruiser may join 
escort of first convenient Premantle - 
Singapore Troop Convoy in order to give experi
ence to Officers and Men. I am strongly in 
favour of this proposal. Do you concur?
(0. in C. China 0249Z/25 to A.C.N.B.)
Arrival 25/10 .(? „ .
(Adty., 04452/25 to M.W.T . )

Your 0553/24. This will be arranged. 
(C. in C. China 0531Z/25 to Adty.)

America & West Indies.
AVILA STa R - part company in position U at 
G.M.T., 1000Z/25. (?My) E.T.A., at Halifax
0830/26. .
(PIORUN 1130Z/25 to C.O.A.C. Halifax.)

vi-«—<- *./;>£>

C. in C. China 0315Z/20. Do you concur?
(C. in C.A.W.I., 1132Q/25 to A.C.N.B.)

/ALCANTARA----
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ALCANTARA. 
QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA.

T.C.15.

S. S. AVTLA *
STAR.
GARLAND.

Raider
report.

DESPATCH.

Targets.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies. Contd.

ALCANTARA could be accepted for refit job 
number S.151. QUEEN OF BERMUDA tentative 
date of completion is 15/12.
(B.A.R.M. Washington, 1402R/25.)

My 1917Z/S4. M.W.T., representative states
T.C.15 ships will not take any freight which 
will release ships earlier for embarkation if 
13/11 must be maintained. Request very early 
decision. Arrangements provide for tranship
ment commence as early as possible 7/11.
(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa 1503Z/25 to Adty.)

Left AVILA STAR at 0930 G.M.T. in 043° 56’055° 
34". O.R.P.GARLAND unable to keep her course 
and speed owing to weather conditions. My 
present course 290° altering to course 265° in 
044° 059° 01" at 1745 G.M.T.
(GARLAND 1610Z/25 to C.0.A.C.Halifax.) .

)  r t < — •

Br. ship IDOMENEUS reports 6/10 at 0550 G.M.T.in 
039 S., 158 W . , heard loud QQQ made once only 
last Q fading out sender estimated 200 miles 
distant.
(3.0.(i)Jamaica 1627R/25.)

Intend sailing from Jamaica in DESPATCH p.m./26 
arrival a.m./29.?»3cr»*...>«.- ^
(C. in C.A.W.I., 1331R/25 to 0. In 0. A-rW.-L.)

2 Targets which might possibly have been used by 
raider have been sighted.
(1) By SYDNEY 1800Z/3 in 010° 10' S., 104° 50’E. 
(2; By Dutch^G! /9 in 017° 0 9 ’ S. , 106°
26* W. 'MZ
(A.C.N.B., 1145Z/25.)
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3.3. VANCOUVER
ISLAND
(Torpedoed
T s/ i o l

3. 3. 3ALA3ANGKA

3.3. SERBIN0 
(Torpedoed 
21/ 101"----

COSSACK.

1116Z/24.

1055A

1130 A

1530

G18
25.10.1941.
Saturday.

U-B CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.

Due ta a regrettable error in coding in 
CHAMBER PICTOU was sent to the wrong position 
and failed to find any trace of VANCOUVER 
ISLAND. Pull report being forwarded by air 
mail. (C.C.N.F. 1458Z/25 to C. in C. Y/.A. ).

SALA3ANGKA chased by Submarine 1304/25. 
(Halifax N. S. 1310/25). Following from 
Opnav 3.3. SALABANGKA is being pursued by a 
submarine. Position 43 41 N 37 58 V/. 
(Spenavo 1950/25 to Adty).

ASPHODEL arrived Clyde with 51 survivors 
from 3.3. 3ER3IN0. (F.0.I.C.Greenock 2014A/25).

My 2330A/24 COSSACK in tow speed 3 knots 
JONQUIL, CARNATION, providing A/3 Escort. 
STELLA CARINA joining A.M. 26th.
(F. 0. C.N. A. 2238A/25) • _.  *. Iz,e> *■ ■

Submarines Reported.

Captain of westbound clipper sighted submarine 
at 1116Z/24 in 38 54 N 14 20 W steering 124° 
about 12 knots submarine painted unusual light 
grey and made no signal. ( C. in C. A.Y/.I. 
0649Q/25).

In 037° 06* N 014° 20' W at 1055 A 25th. 
(F.0.C.N.A. 1131A/25).

U-boats by D. F. 3. within 30 miles of 039° 20* 
N 019° 30' W 1130A/25.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1257A/25).

Estimated U-boat dispositions. 
(D.D. I.C. 1346A/25).

One 3/M sighted 036° 38* N 002° 1 0 ’ E 
course N. 5 knots at 1530/25.
(V.A.Malta 1915A/25 to RORQUAL).
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Submarines Attacked.
Galileo FERRARIS Have sunk submarine by gunfire in 037° 27’

sunk bv N 014° 33' V/. Am picking up crew.
p-V LAMERTON. (LAMERTON 1240A/25).

U-boat thought I was corvette remained on the 
surface. U-boat was Ital^nJpERRARIS. 
LAMERTON has sustained slight shrapnel damage 
on forecastle. No casualties.
(LAMERTON 1316A/25).

Bv BEVERLEY Preliminary report. (Capt. D Londonderry 
0030A/23. 1654A/25). See Lion copy.

>B.v LAMERTON From Survivor's story it appears probable 
1730A/247~ that German U-boat working in co-operation

with Ferry Corrupt group) was destroyed by 
LAMERTON in 037° OS'NOll0 30' W at 1730 A/24 
unless any other Destroyer attacked in this 
area. (LAMERTON 1735A/25).

>

COSSACK.
( ^ U - D  I r V <  t )

By A/C 
1720.

202 Squadron 2 Catalinas escort H.G. 75.
Dawn to dusk. U-boat sighted 1055. Position 
3705 N 1418V7. Not attacked. Later 
surrendered to LAMERTON. Escort area 1400 
Y/ to 1520 V/. 1 Catalina escort EMPIRE
GUILLEMOT. Dawn to dusk. Not met. Area 
covered Gibraltar to 0400 E.
209. Squadron. 1 Catalina escort COSSACK 
in tow with tug THAMES. Dawn to dusk. Area 
covered 3535 N 0750 V/ to 3536 N 0748 V/.
My A 565/24/10 G/^02 attacked U-boat 1720 
hours position 363'N. 11*32'.Y/. On surface when 
sighted. Crash dived. 4 depth charges 
dropped. Only 1 exploded 1 hit U-boat without 
exploding. No damage observed*AVG: iHfALE took 
up hunt. A/C in area 90 minutes.
(200 Group 1840/25). U. LamERTo i-

a. LrU-^ h-C33

By A/C A/C reports unsuccessful attack on enemy
1622 Z. S/M in 51° 14' N 53° (?40') Y/ at 1622 Z/25.
------  (C.O.A.C. Halifax 1858Z/25).
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SECRET MESSAGE

Prom Capt. D, Londonderry, 

___________________ P/L BY T/P

l654A/25th October IN , ,
Date 25.10,ia. * 1
Reed 201+0.

Addressed C. in C. V/estern Approaches repeated D.A/S.W.
Admiralty, P.O.I.C. Belfast, Capt, D» Greenock. 
Capt.D,Liverpool.
Preliminary report of attack on U-boat by 

BEVERLEY at 0030A/23 in approximate position 51 degs.
1+5 min North 11+ degs. 02 mins liest.
1. BEVERLEY stationed as R.D.P. ship about 3.5 
miles on port beam convoy. R.D.P. contact obtained on 
starboard quarter distant 2 miles of U-boat apparently 
approaching port quarter of convoy.
2. BSVERLEY; altered course towards and chased.
Wake sighted at about 1000 yards and then U-boat seen 
steaming about 18 knots towards convoy. BEVERLEY unable 
to open fire owing to head sea washing down forecastle 
and bridge heavily,
3. At about 5GO yards U-boat turned to starboard 
bringing sea on port beam and dived without any apparent 
reduction of speed. BEVERLEY attacked dropping charges 
by eye all charges set to 50 feet.
1+. BEVERLEY reduced speed opened range and gained
A/S contact at 11+00 yards inclination marked opening 
U-boat appeared to be proceeding directly away attacked 
with 6 charges set to 150 and 350.
5. Contact temporarily lost but regained 
immediately at 800 yards inclination slightly closing 
but target then became stationary and contact was lost 
earlier on run in indication G U-boat was deep. Third 
attack made with 6 charges set to 150 and 500 feet,
6. This contact was not regained for ten minutes 
but during period three sharp explosions were heard in 
quick succession so far as is known no other escort 
fired charges during this time.
7. Contact was regained at 1600 yards target 
appeared stationary contact was difficult to hold and 
was again lost early on run in. Fourth attack made with 
6 charges set to 150 and 350 feet.
8. Contact was held while circling target and 
then gradually faded away.
9. No concrete evidence of destruction but night 
was very dark and it is unlikely wreckage or even oil 
could have been seen. Later it was reported that 
considerable quantities of oil of a type that could be 
diesel had been found in firemain after attacks and had 
been cleared by a stoker without reporting and v/ithout 
obtaining samples.
10* Being short of fuel BEVERLEY was unable to
remain until daylight in the position and rejoined 
convoy.

1st Lord.
1st S.u.
4th S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H)
A.C.N.S.(T)(2) 
A.C.N.S.(W)
Nav.Sec.
N. A.lst S.L.
Capt.Pim Admy.House. Ops.(3)
O. D.(5) v
D.N.I.(2+)

1654A/25
Advance copy sent Ops,,0.D.,0 , l.G.D.A/S.W,

D. T. D. (1+)
D.T.D.(M)
D.T.D.(C)0. 1.C.(4)D.of P.(3)
D.A/S.W.
1. P.(3)
W.ftr--------- -
D.P.D.
D. S.D. ( 2) 
M. ( 2)
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SITUATION REPORT.

British Air Operations.
Coastal Command aircraft last night attacks d 
shipping off the Dutch coast; 3 ships are 
believed to have been damaged off the Texel.

Enony Air Operations.
Convoy W.P.56 was reported being attacked at 
2027 today in 50° 7' N., 3° 1* W. No damage 
is reported.

Mining.
WELSHMAN and MANXMAN laid mines off Dieppe last 
night.

VALOROUS reports that during an attack on 
convoy F.S630 in 53° 2k1 N., 0° 57’ E., aircraft 
at 50 feet dropped 2 sticks of bombs near 
the head of the convoy each stick including 
a parachute mine.

It is thought that enemy aircraft were engaged in 
mine laying operations off Yarmouth last night.

Avonmouth was closed at 1830A until tomorrow. 
Owing to suspected minelaying all Bristol 
Channel ports including those on the Somerset 
coast were closed at 2218A today.
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SITUATION REPORT,

621

South Atlantic.
It is reported that a convoy of 5 French ships 
and possibly one German, escorted by a sloop 
and possibly a S/M left Tamatave on 24/10 
or will leave almost immediately for France,
C. in C. S.A. has been instructed to intercept 
them if sufficient forces can be made available.

Mediterranean.
3 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli last night
and 3 Benghazi. 8 Marylands attacked Benghazi
today.

C.S.7 in AJAX and 3 destroyers with 2 Naval 
Albacores dropping flares and bombing the 
entrance to the harbour bombarded Bardia harbour 
last night; first reports indicate that the 
bombardment was effective.

East Indies.
AUSTRALIA left Mauritius today for Kerguelen 
and Crozet Island.
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SITUATION REPORT.

America & West Indies.
U.S. Cruiser OMAHA and U.S. destroyer SOMERS are 
searching for suspected enemy raider reported 
by U.S.S. PATOKA in 6° 44’ S., 34° 26’ W., on 
22/10.

U-Boat Campaign.
CORABELLA. S.S. CORABELLA reported being attacked by a 

U-boat at 1434N today in 4° 9' N. , 5° 45' W., 
CORABELLA apparently defended herself with her 
gun and at 1650 G.M.T. it was reported that 
the S/M had disappeared having apparently 
broken off the action and at 2005Z, CORABELLA 
reported all well. The Admiralty consider it 
possible that this U-boat was a minelayer 
repeating the operation which caused the sinking 
of ST. ANSELM (30/6/41) at Accra.

COSSACK JONQUIL reported at 2110A that she had taken 
off the remainder of COSSACK’s crew and the 
position was critical.

GLADIOLUS
lost.

GLADIOLUS is now considered to be a total loss. 
(See 21/10)

H.G. J3
ARIGUANI
torpedoed.

Fighter Catapult ship ARIGUANI escorting H. G. 75 
was torpedoed in the early hours of today in 
37° 46’ N. , 16° 8’ W.

Belle Isle 
Straits.

Two U.S. Fortress aircraft have been sent to 
search for a U-boat which was reported at 1622/25 
70 miles E.S.E. of the Western entrance to 
Belle Isle Straits.
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Policy>

3. 0. in G. H.F. 1037A/23. Flag of V.A.2. was
transferred to RENOWN at 0900/24. (V.A.2.
0923/26).

Your 2042/24. Concur, but in view of the 
importance of these reports it is proposed that 
the equipment of fast merchant ships with H/F 
transmitters should be given high priority.
(C. in G. W.A. 1044A/26 to Admty.)

Your 1725A/25.
Para. 2 (a). Intend these trawlers with 73rd 
A/S Group, should be operated from Reykjavik 
by A.C.I.G. as local escorts for North Russian 
convoys. Home Fleet charge document H.Y. refers. 
(II) Para. 2 (b). Concur.
(ill) Para. 5. Trawlers HUGH WALPOLE, GAPE 
ARGONA, STELLA CAPELLA will be required for 
local escort of P.Q.4 and will not be able to 
carry out A/S practises if present date of 
sailing is adhered to.
(IV) Consider that most satisfactory arrangement 
for operation of local escorts for these convoys 
would be for 73rd A/S Group and the 6 large 
trawlers to be transferred to Iceland Command 
and for A.C.I.C. to provide inward and outward 
local escort from total trawler force at his 
disposal. (C. in C. H.F. 1358A/26 to Admty.)

AKABAHRA released at 1900 in accordance with 
S.O.N.T’s 1758A/26th and instructed to proceed 
in accordance with his instructions.
(NORTHERN SUN 2130A/26).

Your 1526/22. Discussed with Air Ministry. 
Regret no prospect of sending a troopship 
specially for these Polish airmen.
2. Some of cargo ships now at Archangel or en 
route from U.K. are fitted for small numbers of 
personnel. If desired this accommodation could 
be used on return journey but total fitted for 
in ships of P.Q.2 is only 72 and in P.Q.3. 165. 
(D. of S.T. 2325A/26 to Ad. Miles.)
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From, S.B. No 0. Archangel, Date, 30. 0, 
Time. 0630.

ONE TIES TV-3LS BY ' I / T

midressed. Admiralty,
For Far Transport from Maclay telegram No, 

No. 224IA October 23rd. Depths at 
vary but S.B.rCO. considers ship draught should not
0012 your telegram bar

Telegramemceed 22 feet fresh water to ensure no delay.
No. 0003 paragraph three. Crane facilities Bakharista

suggest you obtain details fromalmost non existing
one of masters or Commodore Dowding Q P One paragraph 
seven ample supply of lighters all sizes and small tugs 
but mobility will be curtailed as ice difficulties 
increase during November lighters can discharge various
maces in port°but there are only two places where tin>y
con-discharge direct railway truck (A) north end 
Bakharista with one fixed 6 tons crane (B) Archangel 
Pristahlein (9 groups missed, being called for) use_by 
floating crane to discharge tanks from barge to railway 
truck as this is only point- where railway approaches 
Bakharista quayside and is causing congestion. To remedy 
this Russians now laying double track line along_whole 
length of Bakharista quayside in time P Q Two this should 
enable ships to discharge direct to railway truck up eo 
limit ships gear and presumably tanks P (?Q) two if 
wharves prove strong enough (corrupt group) contend 
(corrupt group) 25 Dilots. Reference Molotorsk see my 
2229C October Sith also my 18200 October 24th. Reference 
Broguet railway reply shortly reference your 1102 
October 23rd Russian ships in Q P Two have no heavy_ 
derrick maximum lifts are 3 tons all hatches. 3 ships 
require (corrumt group) ING HALTUR1N (3 corrupt groups) 
for inspection IOJDOUGAS for repairs. Obtaining (? exact) 
hold all ship? shortly when will advise you probaole 
number of tailcs and aircraft each could carry.

10200/26

N.B. Repetition of corrupt groups has been requested.
1st Lord. D.D.O.D.(F) Head of M.
lSt : . L . D.O.D. (H) D.T.S.D.
3rd S.L. D.D.O.D. (H) D.D.I.C.
4th S.L. D.N.I. (4) E.P S.
V.G.N.S. D. of n.D. A.T'.Do (2)
A.O.N.S (H) D. A/3 •//. D.T.D. W
A.O.N.S. (F) D.ivI.S, N.I.D.10.
.i.C.N.L. (T) (2) I.P. (2) D. of S.T. (2) for
N.A. 1st S.L. W.D. as neces.n.ii. Job o.u. I , L I ,  cud
J. of P. (2) D.C. Admiral Herman Kcdg
D.O.D, (F)

! •

O
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Movements.

My 1756/25. Intend to sail TRINIDAD for Greenock 
escorted "by KUJAWIAK as far as Lundy Island at 
0800/26. (C. in C. Plymouth 0020/26).
Sailed TRINIDAD, KUJAWIAK. E.T.A. Clyde 0750/27. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 081+0/26).

My 1155/19. Oiler SCOTTISH AMERICAN returned 
to Hvalfjord. (A.C.I.C. 0101+/26) .

Arrived EAGLE and ARGUS escorted hy FURY, 
FORESTER, and FORESIGHT. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 
1136A/26).

Your I858A/2 5 . Approved. (D.M.S. 120j>A/26 to 
F.O.I.C. Greenock).

Sailed 1210. E.T.A. at position (F) 2359/27, 
destination A.M. j>0/10. (C. in C. Plymouth
1228/26).
'WISHART has "been routed through following 
positions. (C. in C. Plymouth 1725/26).

Delayed "by weather. Swept (100$&) as far as 
175° Fair Island 15 miles. E.T.A. 0700/27.
(LOCH MONTEITH 11+15/26).
Your 0221A/25. At least 5 hours late at R/V.
(0.1U. 1800A/26 to Cant. S.9).
Cancel my 1703/26. LOCH MONTEITH is to R/V with 
Netherlands S/M 0.11+ 090° Out Skerries 7 miles 
at 0930A/27 end escort her into Lerwick. N.O.I.C. 
Lerwick is requested to sail LOCH MONTEITH and 
Netherlands S/M 0.11+ to arrive Scapa 0800A/28. 
A.C.O.S. is requested to sail LOCH MONTBITH and 
P.55to arrive Dundee 0900A/29and to arrange 
fighter protection for hoth movements.
(Capt. S.9. 2207A/26 to LOCH MONTEITH).

Have completed with fuel and returned Julianehaah 
Tug not yet arrived. (PETUNIA 1701Z/26 to A.C.I.C.)

/SUNFISH

l



MOST SECRET.

825

War Diary.

SUKFISH.

NORMAN,

CAIRO.

Operation
“Pantaloon".

C u t  S ioY

East Coast 
Patrols.

Operation
“Barnowl.

Patrols.

Ship
off
Bgersund.

Suspicious
Ship.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements-Contd.
Anticipated that SUNFISH will be ready for 
towage from Tyne to Portsmouth on 1/11.
2. Request you will make arrangements for 
this passage with C. in C. Nore and C. in C. 
Portsmouth.
-3. Tug will be provided by Admiralty. 
(A.C.N.S/H; 2119A/26).

NORMAN sailing from North Dvina L.V. 0900 tomorrow 
Routed close to coast until longitude 040° 33' 
thence to northwards keeping West of this 
meridian. S. of A. 18 knots. Admiralty pass to 
NORFOLK. (S.N.O. Archangel 2200C/26 to LEDA).

Owing to mining of Bristol Channel CAIRO is 
to proceed into Milford Haven and is not to 
enter Bristol Channel.
(N.O.I.C. Cardiff 2239A/26 to CAIRO)

Operations.
A.M. 1937A/21 and 1942A/21. ARGUS and ATHENE 
should be loaded and ready to sail by P.M./l/ll. 
(A.C.N.S. H. 1101A/26).
A.M. 19d 7A/21. Anticipate completion of loading 
A.M./30. (ATHENE 1116A/26).

My 1017/26. All patrols withdrawn on account 
of weather. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 1447A/26).

British Air Activity.
At 1955-2100/25, made 3 runs over Southend 
Anchorage. Particulars. (Chatham A.C.H.Q. 0850/26;.

“Hornli" in operation.
(C. in C. Rosyth IOOI/26).

^000 tons ship attacked by aircraft and left 
burning in 058° 26* N. 005° 51* E. (C. in C. 
Rosyth 2204/26 to MINERVE).

Ops. 118, 26/10. Suspicious M/V flying American 
colours reported in PL/W6/26/10 not to be attacked 
pending orders from H.Q.C.C.
(H.Q.C.C. 2542/26 to 19, 15, 16 Groups).
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Enemy Air Activity.
Faroes
tombed.

One or more enemy aircraft carried out R/C 
over Faroes today. Four "bombs were dropped on 
Klaksvig at 1250 where damage to civilian 
property is reported "but no casualties. 
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1710A/26) .

Sopvoy_W.P.5 6.
"Stencil" being attacked by enemy aircraft in
50° 7' N. 5° 1* W. (Falmouth 2027/26).

~7 Convoys 
"Zero" and 
'^Plumb".

Following received from VALOROUS. My 1813 and 
1835. Attack was by 3 or I4 Dorniers who circled 
Convoy in broad daylight at 50 feet. Two sticks 
of bombs dropped'near head of Convoy. These 
fell about 55* 21+’ N. 0° 57' E. 2102/26.
(C. in C. Nore 2259A/26).

Mining.
\ WELSHMAN. Arrived 0838. (C. in C. Plymouth 0912/26).

Bristol
Channel.

My 2255A/2 5. Avonmouth will be open from 1100 
today. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 09I48A/26) .
The Port of Avonmouth is closed until ll^OA/27* 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1830A/26).
Owing to suspected minelaying all Bristol Channel 
ports including those on Somerset coast are 
closed until further notice. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 
2218A/26).

Thames
Estuary.

Three S.A. mines detonated on 214-/10 as follows. 
Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 1001A/26).
I4 Mines have been detonated in the last 2I4 hours, 
namely, 2 S.A. Mines and 2 Magnetic Mines.
(Capi. M/S Sheerness 1201A/26).

, Operation 
^ J.X.

MANXMAN arrived 0830. Nothing to report. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1233A/26).

Thames
Estuary.

One magnetic mine detonated at 1125/25. Details. 
(Capt. M/S Sheerness II43I4/ 26;.
Two S.A. Mines detonated at 1116/25 and l85^>/25. 
Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness II4I45/ 26).

. Off 
^ Humber.

Following received from VALOROUS. My 1813 
and 1835. Attack was by three or four Dorniers. 
Aircraft circled convoy in broad daylight at 
50 feet. Two sticks of bombs dropped near head 
of convoy. Each contained a parachute mine. 
These fell about 053° 2 k 1 N. 000° 57' E. Mines 
reported in my 18^5 did not detonate. Another 
dronned near VALOROUS is thought to bare done so. 
2102/26. Ends. (C. in C. Nore 2259A/26).
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Enemy Intelligence.

(2 corrupt groups) boat report of White Sea 
shows they are most likely to be met.
(a) at night 20 miles of position 300° Cape 
Kanin 30
(b) by day within 12 miles of position 070° 
Gorozinski 15.
(2) There is no evidenc e to show more than 2 
on patrol indication probably (?only)
(3) Weather permitting air patrols carry out 
air patrol to Cape Kanin and three islands 
area using Ju. 88 and occasional He. Ill 
fbrmations up to six have been observed so far 
bombing has been inaccurate.
(U) Up to present there has been no real evidence 
that enemy mines White Sea.
Admiralty pass C. in C. H.F. NORFOLK, and S.B.N.O. 
Murmansk. (S.B.N.O. Archangel, 12350/26 to Admty).

Casualties & Defects.

Reported ashore Hammond Knoll. Tug sent from 
Yarmouth. VESPER investigate and report 
situation. (C. in C. Nore, 05U3A/26).
Great Yarmouth. Departure Tugs DIVERSION 
and ST. MELLONS at 0720A to assist ENGLISH 
TRADER aground Hammonds Knoll.
(C. in C. Nore, 0721A/26).

Norwegian steamer RINGEN from F. S,A30 entered 
Hartlepool, reports damaged in collision with 
unknown steamer. Norwegian Steamer THORE HAFTE 
from F.S.630 arrived Tees, also damaged in 
collision. (N.C.S.O. Middlesbrough, 1020/26)

A. C.O.S. 125i+/18/10 reference code word "Pulley". 
Trawler is now ashore off Cairnbulg (QK5U87) 
Request fighter protection until further notice 
while salvage operations are proceeding.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 11U0/26 to 11+ Group)

ROYAL SOVEREIGN escorted by DULVERTON and 
ANTELOPE arrived Clyde. (N.O.I.C. Greenock, 
11UHA/26)
Serious leaks are being found in A.F.D.IV as 
tanks are examined. It is, however, hoped to 
dock ROYAL SOVEREIGN but de-aramunitioning 
and de-oiling will be essential which, owing 
to limited facilities for de-ammunitioning, may 
delay the operation. All necessary efforts are 
being made. (F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1316/26)

/AURANIA.
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AURANIA.

CORIPLANUS. 

BORDER KING. 

TANGO.

W. N. 97 
EDINA.

GLENARTNEY.

MACBETH,
HAMLET.

C.T. 5«

HOKE COMMANDS.

Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
Chief Salvage officer is of the opinion that, 
in view of the unknown effect of the Barrels 
which are partly supporting AURANIA, 
serious consideration should he given as to 
prudence of exposing vessel to any possibility 
of had weather.
2. He recommends that vessel should he patched 
in Karnes Bay and brought hack to about original 
draught before any sea voyage is contemplated. 
Furthermore vessel cannot sail in convoy in 
present trim, owing to erratic behaviour. 
(S.O.W.P. , 1200A/26 to F.O.I.C. Greenock,-.

Arrival H.M.T. CORIOLANUS with steering defect. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 1229/26)

Fraserburgh arrival BORDER KING with engine 
defects. (F.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 13 25/26)

Arrival TANGO at 1745 with unspecified damage 
due to weather. (F. 0. Humber, 1830A/26)

Shipping & Convoys.
HIlf tv*Your 1120/24. EDINA arrived.

(N.C.S.O. Aberdeen, 0340/26).

Bearing and distance 223° 245 miles from J 0845 
G.M.T./26. (GLENARTNEY, 0430 G.M.T./26)

Sailed H.M.T's MACBETH and HAMLET in accordance 
with your 1414A/22.
(N. O.I.C. Stornoway, 0458A/26)
Convoy is delayed 48 hours. Return to Stornoway. 
(C. in C. W.A., 1048A/26 to MACBETH, HAMLET)

Your 2153/25* As far as can be foreseen at 
present two destroyers will be sufficient for 
C.T. 5 and it is requested that names of destroyers 
detailed may be signalled as soon as convenient. 
(C. in C. W.A., 0910A/26 to R.A.M.)
Your 0910. NEWARK and CKARLESTCff*detailed for 
C.T.5* (R.A.M. , 0929/26 to C. in C. W.A.)

/p. Q. 2.... ..
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S h ip p in g  & C onvoys -  C o n td .
NORFOLK (?N0RMAN in t e n d e d )  w i l l  n o t  h e  s a i l i n g  
f o r  R /V P.Q. 2. LEDA, GOSSAMER, HUSSAR h a v e  
b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  R /V p o s i t i o n  Z. T hey  h a v e  
no  R .D . F . w o rk in g . S .B .N .0 . N o r th  R u s s ia  in fo rm  
NORFOLK. ( S .B .N .0 . A r c h a n g e l ,  1 0 ^ 6 0 /2 6  t oS .B .N .0 . N o r th  R u s s ia )
F o l lo w in g  r e c e i v e d  b e g i n s .
S .B .N .0 . N o r th  R u s s ia  r e p e a t e d  NORFOLK fro m  
S .B .N .O . A r c h a n g e l .
D e le g a t e s  e x p e c te d  v e r y  s h o r t l y .  NORMAN w i l l  
n o t  b e  s a i l e d  f o r  R/V w i t h  P .Q . 2. LEDA, 
GOSSAMER, HUSSAR h a v e  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  R/V a t  
p o s i t i o n  Z. T hey  h a v e  no R .D .F . w o rk in g  10ij.6c/26 E n d s .
A d m ir a l ty  p a s s  to  NORFOLK.
( S .B .N .O . ,  N o r th  R u s s i a ,  161 5C /26  t o  NORFOLK).

A. M. 1 9 3 5 A /2 5 - C a n c e l  p a r a  1+. (D. o f  L .D . , 1 2 0 6 A /2 6 ).

/> 4 2^
CNvKn J

. b C A L i O NS/M B o o tiign  e s c o r t e d  b y  WHITE BEAR n o r t h  b o u n d  
may b e  m e t d u r in g  t h e  n i g h t .
(C . i n  C. W.A. , l 6i|6A/2 6  to  E s c o r t s  E .C .8 9 )

F o l lo w in g  s h i p s  now lo a d i n g  i n  U .K . a r e  e x p e c te d  
t o  r e a c h  y o u  a b o u t  1 0 /1 1 .  F u l l  d e t a i l s .
(D . o f  S .T . , I 653A /26)
S ee  L io n  C opy.

S .O .W .P . *s 1200A /26  (S e e  C a s u a l t i e h ) A AURANIA 
i s  n o t  t o  be  s a i l e d  i n  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  
R e q u e s t  yo u  w i l l  r e p o r t  a c t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  
and  i n  d u e  c o u r s e  w hen s h i p  w i l l  b e  r e a d y  
t o  s a i l .  (A . C .N .S . H. , 212+8A/26 t o  F .O . I .C .  G re e n o c k ) .

E .C .9 0  a l r e a d y  12 h o u r s  l a t e  due  t o  w e a th e r .  
S a i l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  s h i p s  j o i n i n g  t h i s  co n v o y  
s h o u ld  b e  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  r e c e i p t  o f  N .C .S .O . 
M e t h i l ' s  t e l e g r a m  i n d i c a t i n g  i n t e n d e d  t im e  
o f  s a i l i n g  fro m  F o r t h .
(C . i n  C. R o s y th ,  2 2 1 9 /2 6 ) .

/W .P .B . 57
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1655V2Sta'0<
To:- N.C.S.O. Archangel Date, 26,10.41.
- - Inoeraspartiiiental Cypher (nno lymQ tnuio)

■ ■ ..  '  ... , , V  1

From:- D.cf S.T.
_ r 1. , ■ • .
“lease pass the following to Mac lay. "Begins.

...... t , . .
• The following ships are now actually loading
in the United Kingdom -with their approximate bale 
cubic capacities in thousands of cubic feet and cargo 
dead weight on 21 feet 6 inches salt water draft,:

CAPE C0R30 
CAPE PACE 
TRSKI2VE 
UANSTEAD 
BRIARWOOD

275 - 4700 
275 - 4700 
362 - 6300
404 - 6300 
264 - 5000

’9S0- The details of the cargoes carried by ths_. 
vessels will be given to you by the War Office but 
most of them have sugar on board as well as military 
cargo. The total amount of sugar in all these ships is about 5,000 tons.

2« The tanker :,SAN AMBROSIA" has loaded 8.200 tons of aviation spirit.
3, The Panamanian !JC0CLE:! has loaded in tons:

Aeroplanes 64Firearms Parts & 20AccessoriesSmall Arms 25Lubricating Oil 513Aviation Gasolene 1563Toluol 59Two Genera], Motors 13Trucks
Graphite Electrodes 13Aluminium Alloy Rods 390Machinery 204Sole Leather Bends 299Woollen khaki cloth 34Solid Phosphorus 18Ceresine Wax 10ControUing Equipmei >t 33Steel Bearings 10Grinding Whe e 1 s 11Electric Motors 16Isopentane 183

510 packages leather shoulders
and buttsOne Auto & Two Truck Chassis
unboxed

1 0
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American Red Cross Surgical dressings 10
Gangrene serum & Hospital clothing r 5
Miscellaneous 21

Total 416-4 tons
Cannot he handled by ships gear 2 pieces 6 tons each 
1 piece 7 tons 12 pieces 12 tons each.
4. The "EMPIRE METEOR" has loaded in tons:

9000 boxes 400 lb. bombs 554
1000 boxes 500 lb. bombs 241
1541 boxes detonating fuzes 49
2669 cases cartridges - small 134

SoITilS
5 unboxed motor trucks & equipment IS 
12,500 drums aviation lubricating 2553

oils.
2424 Alyt Sole Leather bends 372
77 boxes steel valves 16
28 cases grinding wheels 12
15 bag leather butts & 75 bundles 5 

shoulders.
518 cases searchlights & equipment391 
& sound location units 

51 bags & 11 reels telephone 7
wire

28 drums ceresine wax 5
Plain hydraulic Grinder & equipment 
& accessories. 16

5 cartons & 4 boxes trimming press 
complete with regular 
equipment. 52

38 pieces electric motor
‘controlling equipment and 
steel panels. 28

17 drums Barium Peroxide 7
36 cases Thorium & Cerium Nitrate 5
5 cases Hydraulic Vertical

Drilling Machines. 16
37 cases spare parts for

Pantograph Trolley &
Locomotive wheels and axles. 19

7 cases oil engine driven portable 
compressor units equipment. 6

5 cases forging hammer and
eouipment 26

Russian war relief 2
American Red Cross 173 cases

surgical dressings 11
Miscellaneous 30

Total 4576 tons
Cannot be handled by ships gear 2 pieces 4 tons each 
3 pieces 5 tons each 4 pieces 6 tons each 1 piece 
7 tons 2 pieces 8 tons each 1 piece 34 tons. Her 
cubic and cargo dean weight will be 453 and 6000.

P o •
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6. The above vessels are all expected to arrive 
with you about the 10th November* The actual 
arrival date will be given you in due course by the 
Admiralty* Ives and Cormach will be aboard.
Ii any of the ships miss the convoy I will inform you.

4th S.L. • ^
V .  O.JT.S. 
A.C.N.S.(H)  
/..C.U.S.uT)(2)  A.C.N. s;(w)
W .  A . * l o t / 9  1

D.D.O*D»(H) D.NoIo(4) - 
D» S» D.
D. o f  L, D«,
D.A./.S.W.
D.M.S.

Duty Capt.
Head of M.
D.T.S.D.
D.D.I.C.
2.P.S.
D.T. D. (2)
N . I .  D.10(PaymCdr.Wilson) 
D.G.D.
D. of S.T.
Adral,Herman Hodge.

5=3=5

1st Lord, 
1st S»L#

16s3A/26
■•'Asst. JUrootor of Ship Eon-gement

Ext. 2134
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HOME COMMANDS.

S h i p p i n g  & Convoys -  C o n td .

W. P . B. 5 7 . My 1 3 0 9 A / 2 6 .  W .P .B .  57 w i l l  n o t  h e  s a i l e d  
ow ing  t o  e x t e n s i v e  m i n e l a y i n g  i n  B r i s t o l  
C h a n n e l .  ( R O . I . C .  C a r d i f f ,  2 3 1 i| A /2 6 ) .

W. S .  12 Z.
c . t . 6 .

S a i l i n g  d a t e  f o r  W . S .1 2  Z and C . T . 6  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  now b e  1 0 / 1 1 .  (D. o f  S . T . , 2 3 2 9 A /2 6 )

H. X. 3 
S . L . 9 0 .

I n t e n d  l e a v i n g  H .X .3  1 2 0 0 A / 2 7 .  R e q u e s t  I  
may b e  in fb r m e d  e s t i m a t e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  S . L . 9 0  a t  
1 0 0 0 A / 1 .  My p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  i s  3 2 °  l£  * IT . ,
U l°  20*  W. (HILARY, 2 3 5 0 A /2 6  t o  S . O . W . P . )
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North Atlantic
Enemy Units. D/p hearings on 5660 Kc/s and 4796 Kc/s between

2253/25 G.M.T. and 0638/26 G.M.T. were all on 
units in area about 37 N. 16 W.
(D.D.I.O. 0830Z/26 to A.L.U.S.N.A. )

Ships at HOLLYHOCK, Fleet Tug BRIGAND, arrived Ponta Delga
Ponta Delgada. 0800 and 1000 G.M.T. respectively 26th.

ANTWERP left 0700 G.M.T.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 0902/26.)

I LAMERTON arrived Ponta Delgada 1430 G.M.T/26th. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1300/26.)
LEGION arrived Ponta Delgada 1915 G.M.T/26th.

with para.5 my 1730A/21.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1016A/26 to DUNCAN.)
Your 1405. Rejoin convoy H.G.75 as soon as 
possible after fuelling. VIDETTE not with 
convoy.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1628A/26 to LAMERTON.
VIDE TIE is to rejoin convoy H.G.75 forthwith 
and remain with it until limit of prudent 
endurance. (F.O.C.N.A. 1658A/26 to VIDETTE.) 
If my 1658A/26 was not received before 2100 
take no action on it.

S.S . HERNIA. Your 2316A/25. Following is a repetition of
my 1208A/24 to Admiralty. Air photographs 
of French S.S. HERMIA (1068 gross tonnage) in 
36 46 N. 00 36 W. on 18/10 indicates clearly 
that tricolour plague before name on Hull has 
been expunged and replaced with white ball 
diameter about 2/3 depth of plaque.
(S.O.(l) Gibraltar 1046A/26 to Adty. for 
D.N.I.)

Ursula de Armas was landed at Port Shepstone. 
(ALOUETTE 1125A/26 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Communications. Your 2042/24 (? 2045 intended). Concur it is
undesirable for ships not fitted with H/F to 
make fruitless attempts to contact Gibraltar 
on 500 Kc/s.
2. Suggest that they should be instructed to 
indicate their P.C. and S. when operator con
siders ship is in range if not then met by 
escort.

S LAMERTON, HOLLYHOCK left 1900 G.M.T. 
' (N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1725/26.)

Escorts of 
H.G.75.

My 1830A/24. Remain with H.G.75 until limit 
of prudent endurance reporting in accordance

(F.O.C.N.A. 2211A/26 to VIDETTE.)

DOMINE.

/3 . . .
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FOREIGN STATIQMS.

North Atlantic.
3. It is also desirable that the routeing 
authority should report when a vessel is 
sailed without H/F.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1154A/26 to Adty.)

My 1850/24. Every indication that SURVILLE 
will sail p.m./26.
(N.A. Lisbon 1154/26 to F.O.C.N.A.)
My 1154/26. Final loading delayed. Expected 
to sail p.m./27.
(N.A. Lisbon 1701/26 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Arrived Bilbao 24/10 to load iron ore. 
(Bilbao 1654/26.)

Have intercepted Vichy French CAUDEBEC Lisbon 
to Casablanca with wood. Ship's navicert. 
Reouest instructions.
(SCOTTISH 1805A/26 to F.O.C.N.A.)

When approaching Gibraltar■single seater fighter 
aircraft v/hich are unable to flash the recognition 
letter of the period by Aldis or fire 
pyrotechnics are to rock their wings frequently 
during the approach to Europa Point. When the 
aircraft is recognised it will be acknowledged 
by a series of Rs. These instructions will be 
included by the Admty. in S.P. 02312 and by the 
Air Min. in S.D.158(3)
(D.N.A.D. 1916A/26.)

South Atlantic.
Report graded A2 that French Ships CAP PADARAN,
CAP TOUR AW 6: COMPIEGNE, BANGKOK and COMMANDANT 
DORISE sailed from Tamatave on 24/10 for France 
escorted by D'IBERVILLE. Report continues graded 
A3 (R) A3 that German ship,is also included in 
this convoy and possibly submarine as additional 
escort.
(S.O.(l) Capetown 08323/26 to Adty.)

/in ...
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South Atlantic.
In corroboration of ray 0832/26. Censorship 
Mauritius of personal messages dated 24th 
October reveals imminent departure of convoy 
from Tamatave.
(S.O.(I) Capetown 1530/26 to C. in C. S.A.) 
S.O.I. Capetown's 0832B/26. Operation "Ration" 
is to be carried out against convoy of Vichy 
French ships reported to have left Tamatave on 
24/10 if sufficient forces can be made 
available.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 2345A/26 to C. in C. S.A.) ?

Cancel my 04071'!/25. (C. in C. S.A. 10301!/26 to
B.C. St. Vincent.) ^ 6|3

Suspicious vessel sighted by U.S. oiler in 
006° 44' S. 034° 26' W. at 1500Z/22 estimated 
speed 20 knots single mast crows nest forward 
low bridge amidships high funnel (?raised).
(C. in C. S.A. 160511/26 to LAVENDER, BERGAMOT.)

3 Catalinas escort H.G.75. Dawn to dusk. Area 
covered 1700 W. to 1830 W. 1 Catalina escort 
COSSACK and 2 Tankers (BRITISH FREEDOM) (VELMA.) 
to S.W. dawn to dusk. Area covered Gibraltar
to 0730 W. 209 Sqdn. 1 Catalina escort H.G.75. 
Dawn to dusk. 1 Swordfish 816 Sadn. escort 
EMPIRE GUILLEMOT. 60 miles East.' 1100 to 1400. 
Not met. My A565 24/10 for AVONDALE read 
LAMERTON. Latest information now suggests 
LAMERTON's attack successful.
(200 Group 1845/26.)

My 1606N/26th*
y s t~t. /*. l if o ■

WALLFLOWER and SOUTHERN PRIDE
remain with convoy.
(C. in C. S.A. 175011/26 to WALLFLOWER, SOUTHERN 
PRIDE.) * U-Boat attacking CORABELLA.
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Mediterranean.
7 54. Leave patrol p.m./26 through 038° 20' 012° 35’

038° 20’ 012° 00* and 038° 00' 011° 44’ making 
passage Q B B 65 during daylight/27 to arrive 
Malta "by north west channel a. m./28.
My 1204A/25th attempt to communicate with 

v TETRARCH by S S T on 27/10. P.34 and UPRIGHT
/ are not to attack S/Ms encountered in area 

(?L) night 26th 27th Oct. Other movements 
follow.
Capt. S.10.1046A/26 to P.34.)

URSUM,UNBEATEN 
>U?RIGHT, 
UTMOST.

S/Mbmentioned are to leave patrol and return to 
Malta as follows :-

Leave P.M. Through Through
26/10 (i) (ii)URSULA. 036°57' 035°51'

016°15’ 015°15'
UNBEATEN. 28/10 035°51' 036°00'

015°15’ 014°53'
UPRIGHT. 28/10 Q. B.29/10

B. 65.

A  P.54 - See my 1046A/26th.
UTMOST move to area K . after 0001A/27th
(Capt. S. 10 1047A/26 to 10th S/M F.)

Arrive
Malta.

0630A/28.
0630A/30. 
North 
West 
Channel.
A. M. 30/10.

UPHOLDER Leave patrol today 26th.to arrive Malta before
URGE. 1800A/27th or at (?06)30A/28 UPHOLDER through

035° 20’ 012° 40’ and 035° 38’ 014° 07' URGE 
through 035° 45’ 012° 40’ and North West Channel 
other submarine movements follow.
(Cant. S.10. 1135A/26 to UPHOLDER, URGE.)

Air
Operations.

22/10 morning. Sunderland dropped 2 250 lb. 
bombs from 300 feet on enemy submarine sighted 
breaking surface 50 miles North East Aboukir at 
same time machine gunning it. Both fell 12 
yards from submarine which dived before 
Sunderland made second run. Further bombs droppe 
but effect unobserved. Position reported to 2 
destroyers. Yugoslav DO 22 on afternoon patrol 
sighted very large patch of oil about 110 miles 
North of Alexandria.
Night October 24/25. 4 Wellingtons attacked
shipping and harbour Benghazi. Damage un
observed owing to haze but bombs burst on 
Cathedral Mole and railway siding.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1149/26.)

/Night • • •
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Mediterranean.

Right 25/26 October 3 Y/ellingtons attacked 
Tripoli.- 48 250 lb. bombs. Total 12,000 lbs. 
dropped singly. Time over target 7% hours. 
Hits observed Karamanli Mole.
Day 26/10. Bad weather.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 2013/26)

Following from Chiefs of Staff Ho.187 to Cs.in 
C. Med. and M.E.
With reference to C. in C. M.E. Tel.Ho.0/17614 
dated 23/10
(1) We have no aircraft available with longer 
range than Wellingtons with extra tanks.
(2) According to our information rebels hold 
certain aerodromes and are in touch with M.E.
by wireless. If this is correct, could you not 
arrange with them to li^xt an aerodrome on 
agreed night and attempt to drop by parachute 
at least some medical supplies, and perhaps hand 
grenades.
(3) This would be an immense encouragement, and 
might well justify diversion of one or two Malta 
Wellingtons from other operations.
(4) We have not yet received your further cable 
in reply to our C.0.S.186.
(1st S.L. 1153A/26 to C. in C. Med.-)

(7LAT0HA) attacked by A/C at 2015/25 in position 
(?350 degs.) 30 (?miles) Bardia. Ship hit in 
after engine room and badly on fire. After 
magazine eventually blew up and ship sank at 
2220. Continuous bombing attacks during rescue 
operations and HERO damaged by near miss whilst 
alongside LATOHA. HERO returning to Alexandria 
at 14 knots with damaged steering gear 
(?escorted by) 2 destroyers. Casualties in 
LATOHA not yet fully ascertained but (?do not) 
appear heavy.
(C. in C. Med. 1332B/26.)
Your 1327/26 fortunately LATOHA was only carrying 
38 other ranks to Tobruk remainder to number of 
about 1000 were in 3 accompanying destroyers.
About 15 low bombing attacks between 1900 and 2230. 
Casualties LATOHA Naval Officers 4 missing one 
v/ounded ratings missing, 17 wounded, Army 
Officers 6 vroundedT Other ranks 7 missing, one 
v/ounded. HERO no casualties.
(C. in C. Med. 1922B/26)

^  k- /Jk w  /L>

/Situation ...
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Mediterranean. - Contd.

My 1332/26 LATONA was on passage to (?Tobruk) 
with ammunition stores and 3U military 
personnel in last serial of operation "Cultivate”. 
Casualties U officers, 26 ratings and 7 soldiers 
missing. Damage to HERO mainly electrical and 
may not he serious. Ship was able to return 
(?at)s 22-kjrots, and had no casualties.
(ii) from here. Operation "Cultivate" 
completed. 7138 troops were transported (?to) 
Tobruk and 723U including 727 wounded returned 
to Alexandria. About 1000 Australian troops 
remain in Tobruk as destroyer with LATONA did 
not complete last serial. C.S.7 and 3 destroyers 
bombarded Bardia area night 25/26 and first 
reports indicate bombardment effective. Other 
bombardments carried out night 23/2U* "A"
Lighters temporarily withdrawn from action 
service to refit.
(iii) All corvettes and A/S craft fully employed 
in Levant on escort duties.
(iv) Malta. Force K at sea night 25/26. Report 
not yet received. (C. in C. Med., 203U-B/26)

Enemy light force proceeding North at high 
speed may be encountered during the night. 
(Capt. S.10 2317A/26 to UTMOST, P. 3U. UPHOLDER, 
URGE, C. in C. Med., Capt. (S) 1).

's
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E a s t  I n d i e s .
A .M ,1 6 0 0 /2 4  p a r a , 3 ( i )  YARRA i s  t o  b e  s a i l e d  t o  
R ed  S e a  f o r t h w i t h  t o  r e l i e v e  FALMOUTH ( i i )  
S ,N ,0 ,R .S .  i s  r e q u e s t e d  ( a )  t o  s t a t e  p o r t  t o  
w h ic h  YARRA s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  ( b )  t o  s a i l  FALMOUTH 
on  r e l i e f  t o  P e r s i a n  G u l f .
( C . i n  C. E . I .  0 7 1 4 Z /2 6  t o  S .N .O .P .G . ,S .N . 0 .R .S . ) 
C , i n  C. E . I .  0 7 1 4 Z /2 6 . YARRA s a i l e d  fro m  
0 2 6 °  4 3 ' N 0 5 0 °  5 5 'E f o r  R ed  S e a  a t  1 0 4 5 Z /2 6 . 
S p e e d  12  k n o t s .
(S .N .O .P .G . 1 0 4 4 Z /2 6  t o  YARRA, C . i n  C. E . I . )

C h in a .
C o n su l Foochow  r e p o r t s  J a p a n e s e  e v a c u a te d  
S h a rp  P e a k  I s l a n d  2 5 th .  I s l a n d  on  w h ic h  i s  
c a b l e  s t a t i o n  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  C h in e s e  
i r r e g u l a r s .  C h in e s e  r e g u l a r s  u n d e r  A d m ira l  L i  
e n d e a v o u r in g  t o  h e lp .  A s s i s t a n c e  o f  B r i t i s h  
w a r s h ip  r e q u e s t e d .  I  am s e n d in g  d e s t r o y e r  
fro m  Hong K ong .
(C .in  C. C h in a  1 2 0 3 Z /2 6  t o  A d m ty .)

A m e ric a  a n d  W est I n d i e s .
, 4c. ''Tt'9'fcrA r r i v a l  2 6 / 1 0 % iR 0 P E . f  ( R .A .F .  120 T am p ico  1 1 1 0 /2 6 . )

Y our 2 1 2 3 A /7 . ( i )  U .S . C .N .O . s e e s  no  o b j e c t i o n  
t o  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  on  t h e  g ro u n d  o f  i n f r in g e m e n t  
o f  n e u t r a l i t y  an d  a c c e p t s  i t  i n  p r i n c i p l e .
( i i )  T a r g e t  s e r v i c e s ,  h o w e v e r , a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
in a d e q u a te  f o r  U .S . A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  a n d  t h o s e  u s e  
b y  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  H a w a iin

/  w a te r s
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America and West Indies.
waters. In many instances improvised target 
and towing arrangements have had to be used, 
(iii) U.S, G.N.O. cannot therefore guarantee 
to furnish target or training facilities 
whenever required, (iv) If application is 
made in sufficient time for individual ships 
U.S. C.N.O, will judge in each case whether 
limited target and training facilities can 
be provided.
(B.A.D. Washington 1119R/26 to Admty.)

Your 0510Z/26 (N.T. in W.R.) should have been 
addressed G.C.N.F. Establish patrol off 
eastern entrance Belle Isle Strait. Any 
merchant ships sighted making for Strait are 
to be escorted into Gulf of St.Lawrence. Area 
of patrol normally should be west of 055° W 
and between 051° 30’N and 052° 15'N. Report 
date you anticipate you will have 30fa fuel 
remaining. Acknowledge.
(C.C.N.F. 1739Z/26 to MORDEN, C.O.A.C.)

Bermuda arrival, INDOMITABLE, departure 
GARADOC in accordance with my 0932Q/24."*".*- <*0 
(C.in C. A.W.I. 1803^/26.)

Due Balboa 19/10 from Honolulu not yet arrived. 
(S.O.(I) Jamaica 2311R/26 to D.N.I. Ottawa.

Your 1503/2 5 and 1917/24. Confirmed that (a) 
T«C,15. Ships are not to load cargo and (b) 
sailing date of 13/11 is essential. Request 
confirmation that this can be maintained.
(D.of S.T. 2326A/26 to N.S.H.<4. Ottawa.)

Reference A.S. 1300/25 B.A.D. Washington has 
reported fuel and water requirements of 
W.S. 12 X as follows. At Trinidad 11000 tons 
fuel 4400 tons water at Capetown 15000 tons 
fuel 10500 tons water. Separate signal will be 
made regarding fuel but request confirmation 
that satisfactory arrangements can be made for 
water supply. What period of stay will be 
required at each port.
(D.of S.T. 2328A/26 to N.O.I.C. Trinidad., 
P.S.T.O. Simonstown.)
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New Zealand.
LE TRIOMPHANT's 0500Z/22. In view of other 
urgent commitments at Singapore request you 
will report if docking defects mentioned in 
LE TRIOMPHANT’s para 3. can he taken in hand 
concurrently with defects in para. 2.
(D.O.D. (F), 1651A/26 to N.Z.N.B.)
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Ships Attacked.

ARIGUANI torpedoed in 037° 46' N., 016° 08' W. 
(LEGION 0235Z/26.)
My 0235Z VIDETTE standing by.
(LEGION 0405Z/26.)
My position 37° 50’ N., 15° 55’ W., ARIGUANI, 
HELIOTROPE and CAMPION in company. Situation 
to ARIGUANI will (‘.’remain) afloat both propellers 
and rudder damaged. HELIOTROPE can steam (?5) 
knots. VIDETTE has 185 tons oil fuel remaining. 
Propose to endeavour to take ARIGUANI in tow.
Sea swell 56 weather deteriorating.
(VIDETTE 0810A/26.)
Tug is being sent. Why is HELIOTROPE reduced 
to 5 knots. See para. 11 of my 1730A/21 not to 
Adty.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1246A/26 to VIDETTE.)
Tug R0LLICKER escorted by LORD HOTHAM is being 
sailed p.rn. today Sunday to rendezvous with 
COSSACK a.m. tomorrow Monday and take over towing 
from THAMES.
(ii) On relief THAMES is to proceed at best 
speed escorted by JONQUIL to ARIGUANI in 37°50 N. 
15° 55 W., and tow her to Gibraltar.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1306A/26 to JONQUIL.)
My tow parted ARIGUANI has managed to steam 5 
knots on 1 engine but cannot steer. Endeavour
ing to steer her.
(VIDETTE 1330A/26.)
Towing impracticable under present weather 
conditions. Intend screening ARIGUANI with 
COMMANDANT DUB0C, HELIOTROPE, and CAMPION, until 
further orders received. HELIOTROPE’S M.P. 
Piston (corrupt group) weather report 5577 2426. 
(VIDETTE 1815A/26.)

GLADIOLUS is now considered to be a total loss. 
No information can be obtained which can throw 
any light on her last movements. It might be 
advisable to wait another 48 hours before giving 
up all hope.
(C. in C.W.A., 1014A/26.)

OORABELLA reported attacked by U-boat in 004 
09’ N., 005° 45’ W., at 1434N/26. CORABELLA 
C. and S. 260° 10 knots proceed to investigate. 
(C. in C.S.A. 1606N/26 to VIOLET. ) U *2> ■
My 1606N/26. Following received.
1645 004° 09' N., 005° 59' W., course 030° 
speed 10 knots still in action.
(C. in C.S.A. 1710N/26 to VIOLET.)
Following received from Takoradi apparently 
intercepted from CORABELLA begins.
At 1650 G.M.T. 004° 19’ N., 005° 41' W., C. and 
S., 000° 11 knots S/M has disappeared apparently 
broken off action ends.
(C. in C.S.A., 2310N/26 to VIOLET.)

/COSSACK,
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Ships Attacked. Contd.
My 1306A/26 vessel sailed.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1828A/26.)
Have taken off remainder of COSSACK crew. 
Position is critical, am standing by.
(JONQUIL 2110A/26.)
Submarines Reported.
German U-boat made sighting report on 5660 k/cs 
bearing 285° Gibraltar 3rd Class at 2252 G.M.T. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0105A/26. to Escort ofH.G.75.) 
German U-boat by D/P Bearings at 2252 G.M.T., 
within 60 miles 037° 30' N . , 015° 30' W. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0219A/26 to S. & A . , N.A.)

Your 1858Z/25. It is probable that there will 
be other U-boats in the Belle Isle Strait area. 
(D.D.I.C. 0156A/26 to C.O.A.C.Halifax.)

Suspected Axis Submarine sighted 38 - 54 N . , 
14 - 20 W . , course 124 true at 1116 G.M.T./24 
please inform Spenavo. Ends.
(Opnav 0235Z/26 to Adty.)

German U-boat on 56 60 K/c's at 0248 G.M.T., 
made sight report Gibraltar bearing 284° class 2 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0409A/26 to Escort ofH.G.75.)

Estimated U/B dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C., 1440A/26.)

By D/P on 5882 kc/s at 1658Z/26 068° 39’ 038° 
45'. Reliable fix Admiralty pass to NORFOLK. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 2057/26.)

By D/P on 4,796 kc/s at 2110Z/26 indication that 
enemy U-boat was still reporting Convoy H.G.75. 
(D.D.I.C., 2258A/26. Escorts of H.G.,F.0.C.N.A 
C. in C.W.A., H.Q.C.C.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Belle Isle 
Strait-.

Submarines Attacked.
C.O.A.C. Halifax 1858Z/25. Following 
received from C.C.N/F Force begins. From 
amplification received it appears that submarine 
was sighted on surface and observed to dive one 
minute after sighted. (?Commander) Task Four 
informed. Two U.S.Fortress aircraft departed 
M f i  2016Z for P51° 10’ N., 053° 40* W. , for 
A/S search fully armed. 2351Z/25. Ends.
(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa 0322Z/26.)

LAMESTON
[ G a l i l e o  ferraris.)

Your 1240A/25 and your 1737A/25. If prisoners 
are still on board they must be kept closely 
confined between decks during your stay at 
Ponta Delgada. On no account must they be 
allowed to touch the shore.
(F.O.G.N.A., 0916A/26 to LAMERTON.)
Your 0916A/26. Survivors were transferred to 
VIDETTE.
(LAMERTON 1055A/26, to F.O.C.N.A.)

b.y a/c_. U-boat sighted on surface and attacked by B 233 
in position 44° 24* N., 7° 44' W., at 1440 hours 
course 020 - speed 8 knots. - estimate nil hits. 
(19 Group 1530/26.)

/
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Home Commands.

C. in C. 77.A. proposes a plan for sailing 
S.C. convoys on the Great Circle in winter, 
omitting the call of escorts at Iceland.

British Air Operations.

72 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked Hamburg 
and 8 Cherbourg docks last night.

Coastal Command Aircraft last night attacked a 
3,000 ton ship and left it burning in 58° 26' N. , 
-5° 51* E (off Egersund) Docks and shipping at 
Egersund were also attacked but results were 
not seen.

Enemy Air Operations.

Convoy P. was attacked two or three times
today off the coast of Norfolk. S.S. FRIESLAND 
was sunk in 33° k' N., 1° 35* E. LORD PLENDER 
(A/S trawler) had a man killed and her D. G. 
put out of action by cannon fire. S.S. ANTIOPE 
was damaged and sank later.
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Mining.

M.M.S. 9 was extensively damaged by a mine 
near Flatholm light this afternoon.

South Atlantic.

CARNARVON CASTLE is to return to Simonstown 
forthwith to form part of Force F., with 
DEVONSHIRE, COLOMBO and CARTHAGE for this 
operation (Operation ’'Ration'1 see 26/10)
Such A/S Whalers and trawlers as the Simonstown 
seaward Defence Force can provide will also 
co-operate.

Medit errane an.

An Italian heavy ship is reported to have left 
Naples. SOKOL has been ordered to patrol off 
the port.

Aircraft bombed Benghazi harbour last night 
and again this morning.

Two M.T.Bs. entered Bardia harbour last night 
and carried out a successful minelaying 
operation.

S.S. GEORGIC (27,759 tons) which was bombed 
at Suez on lk/7/k^- and was considered a total 
loss, has been refloated and anchored.
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SITUATION REPORT.

America & West Indies.
On completion of repairs WARSPITE will return 
to the Mediterranean.

U-Boat Campaign.
Convoy H.G.75 was shadowed again today. 
DUNCAN attacked U-hoats unsuccessfully at 
0358 and 0713 in 39° h V  N. , 19° l6» W., and 39° 37’ N., 19° US’ W., respectively.
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Policy.
Future employment of P. class destroyers of 
the 8th Flotilla is at present under consideratio
2. In the meanwhile, and while FAULKNOR is 
still refitting, FURY, FORESTER and FORESIGHT 
now at Clyde should be temporarily administered 
by Capt. D. Greenock.
3. On completion of refit FOXHOUND and FORTUNE 
should proceed as ordered by C. in C. W.A.
(D.O.D. H. , 1928A/27).

Your 135U. Spanish trawlers SALMON, SANTS ROSS, 
TIBUROH,and FERNANDO may only be attacked within 
declared portion of sink-at-sight zone.
(D.O.D. H., 1950A/27 to C. in C. Plymouth).

When ready for service BLENHEIM is to relieve 
HECLA as destroyer depot ship at Iceland.
2. BLENHEIM is due to complete at North Shields 
at the end of November.
3. C. in C. W.A. is requested to arrange for 
(a) BLENHEIM to relieve HECLA as early as 
possible, (b) HECLA to return to the U.E. on 
relief. (V. C.N.S. , 2036A/27)

Before granting leave to CHITRAL and WORCESTER
SHIRE F.0.I.C.Greenock is requested to confirm 
that no dockyard work is required in these 
ships, observing that they will be required to 
proceed on Foreign Service in due course. 
(D.O.D. H. , 20U8A/27)•

Co-operation with Russia.
Have just had interview with Alafuson who is 
in charge here. Vice Admiral Galla is (?taking 
charge) as C.N.S. in Moscow. Some of Naval 
Defence also appear (to be) at Ulianovsk North 
of here but this nay be temporary. Kuznetsov 
has headquarters in Moscow but is flying to 
Archangel today to examine whole (?convoy) 
situation there and at Murmansk.
(Ad. Miles, 11UUD/27 to Admty).

/Russian,
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Co-operation with Russia. - Contd.
Your 1936D/22. Para. 1. Request rank; of 
Kouznetsov. Paras. 1 and 2. What is the 
reason for this visit?
(D.N.I., 15U5A/27 to Adm. Miles.)

Movements.
Proceed in company passing Switha 1200 today. 
HARRIER to Hartlepool for refit. BRITOMART 
to Grimsby for refit.
2. Unless S.A. gear is operated speed between 
17 and 21A Buoys is not to exceed 10 knots 
except in emergency.
(R. A. D. , 09U5A/27) •

Reference 22000/26 S.B. N.O. Archangel.
Delayed 16 hours. Request Group 2 light 2100 
to 0200 Group 1 (one) Light from OUOO. No 
other authority informed.
(NORMAN, 11U5C/27 to S.B.N.O. Archangel, LEDA)

Ref. 2119A/26. H.M.Tugs. CHAMPION to Harwich 
or Southend as more convenient and STALWART onward 
can be used for this.
(C.C.R.T. , 1155A/27).

Cancel my 165UA/25. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1219A/27) 
Your I65UA/25. SUPERMAN should not be sailed 
until further orders. (C.C.R.T., 1357A/27)

Reference 1128/22. Intend to sail passing boom 
at 1800/30. (EAGLE, 1225Z/27 to F.O.I.C. 
Greenock).

A.M. 12U8A/1U. ROYAL SOVEREIGN is to be ready 
to sail from the Clyde on 10/11.
(V.C.N.S., 13U3A/27)

/"Gause"
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Movements. - Contd.
Code word "Gause" leaves Clyde this week at 
1700A/28 arrives Dublin 0700A Wednesday. Leaves 
Dublin 1700A Wednesday arrived Waterford 1000A 
Thursday. Leaves Waterford 1700A Thursday 
arrives Cork 2359A Thursday leaves Cork 1700A 
Friday expected time of arrival Clyde Boom 220C/1/R 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1416A/27)

Intend to sail SEALION escorted by WHITE BEAR 
at 1800/28 passing West of Orkneys to 06l°
N., 003° 30' W.
WHITE BEAR returning to Holy Loch from this 
position and SEALION proceeding independently 
through
(A) 067° 30’ N., 000° 00’.
( B) 072° 30* N., 010° E.,
(C) 073° 40’ N., 024° E., arriving position (C) 
at 0001/4 and thence as ordered by S. B.N.0. 
Murmansk.
(iii) Request T. B. R. 30 miles either side of 
this route from 06l° N., 003° 30' W., from 
0800A/29 until further notice. Admiralty pass 
to S.B. N. 0. Murmansk.
(A.C.O.S., 1501/27)

Your 1108A/27. From position (E) onward route 
as follows to R/V near Wolf Rock.
2. RORQUAL to proceed submerged by day betv/een 
positions (G) and (H).
3* H. Q. C.C. is requested to arrange bombing 
restrictions 25 miles either side of lines 
joining positions as follows.
(F.O.S. , 1637A/27 to F.O.C.N.A. ) J £o ^

C. in C. Portsmouth’s 1753A/26 and 1647/27.
Intend to sail BERKELEY at 0900/28. C. in C. 
Portsmouth is requested to arrange air protection. 
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1943A/27 and 2139A/27).

A. M. 1314A./26. Leave may be extended to 10/11 at 
your discretion, when ships should be ready 
to sail. (A. C.N. S. (H.), 2040A/27 to Capt. D. 
Greenock). J 5o
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Operations.

Postponed 2i+ hours owing to weather. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 0816A/27).

“  M * ib q t - L a q
If HEDGEHOG trials are not completed by P . M . / 5 / H  
a submarine of 7th Flotilla is to be detailed 
in place of JUNON. OBERON or OTWAY are the 
most suitable though not essential. JUNON is to 
be sailed to join 9th Flotilla when ready. 
(F.O.S., 1033A/27).

Request information sas to numbers of officers 
and men to be accommodated in ARGUS for 
operation "Pantaloon".
(ARGUS, 121+7A/27 to Admty).

F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1221+/26. M.Ls. and 
Chasseurs from Portland and Portsmouth will 
carry out anti-E-boat covering patrol from 
2200/28 to dawn/29 between k 9 °  57* N. , 2° 1+0' W. , 
and 50° 1 5 ’ N. , 0° 1+5’ W.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 15U3A/27).

A.L. MO 15212/1+1 of 25th September. Intend 
that personnel shall return to their units 
until next dark period beginning 10/11. Suffi
cient preliminary training has been carried out 
locally and bad weather in addition to moon light 
is likely to rule out possibility of operations 
before the date quoted.
(V.A. Dover, 1906A/27)

British Air Activity.

On Night 25/26 owing to unfavourable weather 
there were no operations. On night 26/27, 72 
A/C attacked Hamburg and 8 A/C bombed the docks 
at Cherbourg, starting fires in both places. 
(H.Q. B.C. , 1100/27)
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Energy Air Activity.
One bomb was dropped by an unspecified A/C 
third mile east of Portland Bill P.W.S.S,near 
Royal Marine Battery, at 2141/26.
(A) (B) (0) and (d ) nil.
(P.O.I.C. Portland 0920/27.)

Help-Radi.d’53° 3' N. . 1° 39’ E.
(LIDDESDALE 1300/27.1 
HELP 'Radio" 53° 5' N., 1° 32’ E.
(LIDDESDALE 1402/27.)
Enemy A/C bombing convoy "Padio.’’
(WOLSEY 1407/27.)
My 1405. 3 Aircraft.
(LIDDESDALE 1410/27.)
FRIESLAND sunk in 053° 04' N.r 001° 35' E.
Wreck is not visible but considered a danger to 
navigation. I have on board 6 survivors 
including Master and one badly injured man 
unlikely to live, also LORD PLENDER wounded 
coxswain. LORD PLENDER has on board 7 survivors. 
Proposed port disembarkation Yarmouth. One of 
LORD PLENDER's crew killed and degaussing out of 
action due to cannon fire. Request instructions. 
(SHELDRAKE 1549A/27.)
My 1549. Am proceeding to Yarmouth by Would 
Channel with LORD PLENDER in company. Request 
he may be swept in.
(SHELDRAKE 1615A/27.)
Enemy Aircraft bombing. Position 53° 13' N.,
1° 3' E.
(WOLSEY 1749/27.) (LIDDESDALS 1759/27.)
Proceed to Yarmouth with LORD PLENDER notwith
standing that degaussing is out of action.
(C. in C. Nore 1751A/27 to SHELDRAKE.)
S.8. ANTIOPE damaged by bombs. Tugs required 
in 53° 12' N., 1° 8' E. WOLSEY endeavouring to 
tow to Humber. WOLSEY has 2 boys injured from 
ANTIOPE and 1 from S.S.ALEXANDRA.
(WOLSEY 1848A/27.)
My 1848. Ship is on Fire aft. Have ordered 
crew to abandon and am standing by.
(WOLSEY 1924A/27.)
Your 1848 and 1924. Tugs from Humber are 
proceeding to assist ANTIOPE.
(C. in C. Nore 2037A/27 to WOLSEY.)
Have on board all Officers and crew of ANTIOPE 
except 1 Gunner, believed killed. Intend to 
stand by until tugs arrive. Request fighter 
protection at daylight.
(WOLSEY 2048A/27.)
My 2048A/27. ANTIOPE has sunk. Intend to 
proceed to Tyne with survivors 4 seriously 
injured.
(WOLSEY 2210A/27.)

• * * •
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Mining.

One S.A. mine detonated at 0925/24. Details. 
(Capt. M/S. Sheerness 0845/27.)

Arrival. (N.O.I.C. Port Z.A., 1547/27.)

At 1415/27 one Red Mine detonated by Sweepers 
206° Flatholm Light 1 mile.
Probably laid night 26/27 October. Extensive 
damage to M.M.S.9.
(Capt. M/S. Bristol Channel 1815A/27.)

Enemy Intelligence.

1. Learn from intercept dated 15/10 that 
Norwegian Shipping is now being requisitioned 
by Germans in Norway for voyages to Petsamo. 
Vessels will be returned to owners at Tromso on 
completion of charter. Graded A.2.
2. About 22/10 Germans tried unsuccessfully to 
acquire 2 small steamers in Sweden for traffic 
in North Norway. Graded B.3.
(N.A.Stockholm 1804/27.)

Navigational.
Admiralty Pass to N.C.S.O’s.
My 1735/14 and my 1935/25. Masters of M/V's 
should not be given positions of A/S nets, but 
should be warned of the importance of a strict 
adherence to approach routes supplied by 
N.C.S.O’s.
(A.C.N.S.T., 2008A/27.)

Technical.

P.O.C.N.A.’s 2332A/24. It is essential that 
W .A., escort vessels especially corvettes be 
boiler cleaned at Gibraltar. Otherwise these 
ships will be averaging about 800 hours steam
ing between boiler cleanings. Such a routine 
is considered dangerous and will reduce 
efficiency of escort forces.
(C. in C.W.A., 1931A/27 to Adty.)
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Casualties & Defects.

Return to Sheerness. Report condition of 
wreck.
(C. in C. Nore 0925A/27 to VESPER.)
ENGLISH TRADER aground on centre of Hammond 
Knoll. Mast funnel and superstructure above 
water. Back broken amidships. 44 men 
rescued by Cromer lifeboat, 5 men lost.
(C. in C. Nore 1015A/27.)

Your 1937A/25. M.L.1028 in collision and
sustained damage which will take 1 week to 
10 days to repair. Request M.L.1066 may be 
shipped in her place.
(Capt. M/L. Clyde 1100/27.)
Your 1100/27. Approved.
(D.D.0.D.C.1848A/27 to Capt. M/L. Clyde.)

Seine net drifter CATS EYE sunk in 58° 05' N., 
and 3° 09* W. , at 0420/26. Struck by WM.STROUD 
whilst at anchor. Skipper and 7 hands landed 
at Aberdeen by colliding vessel at 1730/26.
No one missing and survivors unharmed.
(N.C.S.O. Aberdeen 1220/27.)

Motor Boat) Ashore entrance Amble Harbour. 
F.O.I.C., Tyne 1310/27.)

Arrived SILJA. Vessel grounded on Corran 
Ledge whilst entering Oban, anticipate refloating 
on flood tide.
(N.O.I.C., Oban 1521A/27.)

A.T. 1314A/26. FURY, FORESTER, and FORESIGHT 
will be fit for service on completion of boiler 
cleaning and essential defects which will be 
completed concurrently by 7/11. Ships however, 
will require refit in the near future in the 
above order.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1534A/27.) c. ^

Request you will sail ZV/ARTE ZEE to assist 
S.S.TJALDUR in 55° 1 1 ’ N . , 05° 20* W., at 1340 
making 3 knots to Clyde, and tow her to Greenock. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1545A/27 to N.O.I.C. 
Campbeltown.)
Sailed ZWARTE ZEE.
(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown 1715A/27.)

/LORD KEITH...
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Casualties & Defects. Contd.
Following received from Brightlingsea.
LORD KEITH in collision with QUEEN EAGLE 
off B6 Buoy. LORD KEITH hull damaged, but 
remaining on patrol until daylight. 
(F.O.I.C., Harwich 2240A/27.)

Shipping & Convoys.
P.C. and S., 39° 11' N., 23° 25’ W., 046°, 
8 knots. Unlikely to rejoin Convoy today 
unless weather moderates.
(LAMERTON 0818A/27.)

F.O.I.C. Cardiff’s 2218A/26. B.B.94 can be
accepted at Milford Haven pending re-opening 
of Bristol Channel ports.
(F.O.I.C., Milford Haven 1150A/27.)

Your 1700A/15/9 para. 2, (C). Suggest that if 
night conditions are unfavourable for "E" boat 
attack but favourable for air attack on convoy. 
S.O. of escort should have discretion to place 
destroyers inside the seaward line of M.L.S. 
if he considers it desirable, in order to 
provide better A.A. defence.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1233A/27 to C. in C. Nore.) 
Your 1233A/27. Concur.
(C. in C. Nore 2205A/27 to C. in C. Portsmouth.) 
My 1700A/15/9 para. 2 (c.) add new para. 2 (d).
On nights when conditions are unfavourable for 
E-boat attack but favourable for air attack 
on the convoy the Senior Officer of the escort 
has discretion to station destroyers inside the 
seaward line of M.L's if he considers it 
desirable in order to provide better A/A defence. 
(C. in C. Nore 2208A/27.)

Owing to time required to remove wings of spare 
aircraft AUDACITY will be unable to join 
Convoy 0.G.76 until daylight 29/10. Intend 
leaving Greenock at 0800/28, landing on four 
aircraft at 1130 and subsequently proceeding 
to Campbeltown leaving there at 1700/28. 
(AUDACITY 1240A/27.)

Cancel my 1135/27. Owing to number of cot caset 
among survivors embarked in COPELAND intend 
sailing her and 2 motor ships escorted by 
ST. CATHAUf and AYRSHIRE direct to U.K. to-morrow. 
(N.O.I.C. Iceland 1755Z/27.)

/0.G.76



From :
M E S S A G E  

0. in C. Rosyth.

P/L BY T/P _____

Date : 
Reed :

1201/27th Oct. 
S l
27,10.41.
1256.

Addressed: Admiralty, C. in C. Nore, S.E.E.O.C.D.,H.Q.O.C. , H.Q.F.C., 11, 12, 13 Groups.

NOTW/T.
■ I ICWW» .^ ■ ■>-.1 » *■ " «

801. Convoy Message.
Foreoast of Convoy Sailings.
F.S*35 (M) PARALLEL 1330 Friday 31st WINCHESTER, QUANTOCK.F S<636 (S) BOOTY 0730 Saturday 1st WESTMINSTER, VALOROUS.F.S>37 (F) ARENA 1930 Sunday 2nd WOLSEY, ™fcRA.
F.S£38 (M) OCEAN 1200 Tuesday 4th WALLACE, VIVIEN.F.S£39 (S) PLUMB 0730 Wednesday 15th*VffiADl)6N4 VANITY ibv*hle 
F. s$40 (F) EVIDENCE 1930 Thursday 6th LIDDESDAL&, SLEIPNER.
F. N/40 F.N.S41F.Ni42F.N*43.

(M) LUNCH 0700 Friday 31st VIVIEN. WHADDON.(F) CONSEQUENCE Q800 Saturday Ist̂ jV̂ siTILE, VI&tUN. (S) NUMERAL 0800 Sunday 2nd MBBES&ALE, SffiWjffi.(M) PILOT 0800’ Monday 3rd WINCHESTER, QUANTuCL.(F) PRIZE 0800 Tuesday 4th WESTMINSTER, VALORQUc.F.N/44 vi.-/ xilxuu *___ v __ _____f!n/45 (Si CASING 0800 Wednesday 5th WOLSEY, VIMIERA.
Timetable for F.S(f35 and F.Nf40 as im Fly 1100/8/9. Time-Table for F.Si>36 and F.NS41 et seq., as in My 1121/26/1

V. C. N. S.
A.C. N. S. (H). A.C.N.S. (T)(2)
N, A. 1st S.l. Ops.(3).
O. D.(5).D.N. 1.(4).
D. of S.2.A. D.T.D.(4). 
D.T.D. (M). 
D.T.D. (C;).D. of S.T.I.P. (3). D.A./S.W. O.I.C.W.
M. (2).
Mails.Movts.O.D.8.

1201/27
Advance Copy Ops., Trade,
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Shipping & Convoys. Contd.
0.G.76 is postponed until further orders. 
0.G.M.76 is to be escorted to Clyde by Irish Sea escorts.
(C. in C.W.A., 1235A/27.)

Proposed amended routine for Escorts. 
Details. (C. inC.W.A., 1616A/27.) 
See Lion Copy.

Amendment No. 38 to A.M.OOOl/lst May. 
(D.T.D., 1638A/27.) See Lion Copy.
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1616A/27th October 
From:- C.ir.'.C. Western Approaches.

Date. 27.10.41.
Seed. 1743

P/L BY T/P____________________ ^ ____________

Addressed:- Admiralty.

588. At the Trane Sub Committee on October 23 the 
question was raised of sailing S.C. convoys on the 
Groat Circle, omitting the call of .escorts at Iceland.

2. I have always recognised the advantages of a 
southern route, particularly in winter.

3. A proposal was'made for 1 2 3 4 5 6 Triangular Escort1, 
whereby an escort group would

A. bring an S.O., convoy from Canada to U.K. 3
B. sail with an O.N.S. convoy from-U4,K. to Iceland,
C. sail with the next O.N.S.O.convoy, from Iceland

to Canada.. “
*

4. This proposal assumed that with the prevailing 
winds a homeward bound escort could normally melee the 
whole passage with the convoy, whereas an outward bound 
escort could not do so.

5. This scheme has two grave disadvantages:-
A. Escorts would visit three ports in turn, with

consequent maintenance difficulties.
B. Most of the long-leg destroyers and corvettes

now in Western Approaches would be needed to 
reinforce Canadian escort, thus ♦entailing 
entire reformation of escort groups and the 
restarting of training and esprit-de-corps f_ > 
from scratch.

6. I consider that these disadvantages could be 
avoided and the additional advantages gained of sailing 
O.N.S. as well an S.C. convoys on the Great Circle by 
adopting the following escort routine. S.C. convoys
to have
A. Local escort of short-leg destroyers and corvettes

from Halifax to 45 degs west, escort returning 
empty-handed to St. Johns when relieved.

B. Mid-ocean escort of long-leg destroyers and
corvettes from St. Johns, joining in 45 degs 
west and leaving in 22 degs west for U.Z.

C. Local escort of short-leg destroyers and
corvettes sailing empty-handed from U.x. to 
meet convoy in 22 degs west and escort to U.K.



i

7. The reverse procedure would "be adopted for 
O.N.S, convoys.
8. Sailing of local escorts empty-handed one way*» 

gives considerable latitude in making the 'Meet*. *
9. Escort requirements would be:-

A. Existing six Canadian Groups now operating ) 
S.C. - O.N.S. convoys would act as Mid-ocean escort,^ 
spending about 6 days in U.K. and 10 days at St. Johns,

B. Three groups operating from U.K. as local 
escort.

0. Thrfie groups operating from Canada as local

10. The remaining groups in Western Approaches wou 
suffice to escort O.N. - H.X. convoys.

escort

1616A/27
Advance copy sent D.C. D.T.D

D.N.I.(4)
D.S.D.
D.A./S.W.
D.M.S.
I P.(2)
W.D.
D.C. (2) ..
Hd. of M.
DsT.S.D.
D.D.I.C.
D.T.D. (2)
E P S
K. iX! 10 (Pay. Car. Wilson)

A.C.N.S. (F) 
A.G.N.S.CH) 
A.C.N.S.(T)(2) 
N.A, 1st S.L. 
D.o;? P,(2) 
D.O.D.(F) 
D.D.O.D.(F) 
D.O.D.(H) 
D.D.O.D. (H)
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OUT 
3 8 A/27/0 ct.

C. in C. America 8c West Indie; 
N.S.K.Q. Ottawa 606 
C.O.A.C. Halifax 
F.O.C.N.A. 758 
C.in C. South Atlantic 816 
F.O.I .C . Simonstown 760 
S.O.(I) Jamaica
A. G.I.G. 857
B. A.D. Washington 106

KAVAL CYPHER (C)

B83~
Date 24.10.41<

From Admiralty Pass to F.O. I.C’s and N.C.S.O’s.
NTTF Amendment No. 38 to A. Id. 0001/1st May.
Section I Cancel paragraphs 2,8, 10 and 11. These 
are now embodied m  N.C.S.i’s
Section I paragraph 5 Cancel "N.C.S.I. 265 also refers" 

In sub-para (b) and (c). This N.C.S.I. is oeing 
cancelled as being embodied in 0001/1/5 

Section I paragraph 9 Cancel and substitute
"Admiralty will divert all ships sailing 
independently in the North and South Atlantic 
to avoid known or suspected dangers, with the 
following exceptions:-

1. C.in C. South Atlantic, within the limits of his 
Command, will divert such ships bound to and from est 
African ports.
2. F.O.C.N.A., within the limits of his Command, 
will divert such ships bound to and from Gibraltar.
3. C.in C. South Atlantic and F.O.C.NLa . , will when 
ne cessary divert 
Gibraltar respectively, 
and West Indies
Section IV paragraph 5, sub para 4 

Amend to read:-
"Ships requiring bunkers at Hampton Roads are to send a 
w/T signal on 500 kc/s (600 metres) to Norfolk V. A.
(Call sign N.A.M.) after crossing an arc 500 miles from 
Cape Iiatteras, Acknowledgement of signal should be 
obtained. Ships should call shore station using their 
own Y/ar Call sign, transmit the special sender’s 
instructions - "Pass to BRITS" and then give etc"

For "secret call sign" throughout read "War call
sign",

163SA/27
for D.T.D. (983)

N. A. 1st S. L. D. S. D. 9.
D.O.D. (H) I.P. (2)
D.D.O.D. (H) D.C.
D.T.D. (12) Hd. of M.
D.T.D. (M) ’AD.
D.D.I.C. D.O.D. (F)

1st Lord 
1st S.L. 
V. C.N.S.
a,C.N.S. (H)
A.C.N.S. (F) 
A.C.N.S. (T) (2)

D.D.O.D. (F) 
Ad. Bailey 
a.E* (3)
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Monday.

N orth A t la n t i c .

RORQUAL. In tend  to  s a i l  RORQUAL f o r  H oly Loch P .Itf./28 .
3/M w i l l  pa3s through  p o s i t io n  S 043° 0 0 ’
010° 00 ' about 1200A/31 s h i f t in g  W/T w atch 
at that tim e . F. 0 . (3 )  is  re q u e ste d  t o  s ig n a l  
onward in s t r u c t io n s  and arrange bombing 
r e s t r i c t i o n s .
RORQUAL i s  p a in ted  b lu e  and has o n ly  8 
to rp ed oes  on boa rd . (F .O .C .N .A ., 1108A /27 to  
Admty) .

Programme Your 1226A /13. E scort  s i t u a t io n  p e rm itt in g
f o r  MIRROR. MIRROR w i l l  c a r r y  ou t programme on co m p le tio n  

o f  la y in g  o f  deep D.G. range c a b le  to  be in  
about weeks tim e.
( i i )  R equest p o s i t io n  o f  r e p a irs  (a )  and (b )  
may be communicated to  f a c i l i t a t e  r o u te in g . 
(F .O .C .N .A ., 1242A /27 to  Adm ty).

Ships a t 
P onta D elgada.

M ails f o r  
Canary I s .

LORD HOTHAM. 
CARNATION. 
STELLA CARINA.

Convoy 
H.G. 75.

A ir  E s co r ts  
and se a rch e s .

LEGION.

F le e t  tug BRIGAND, LEGION, l e f t  Ponta D elgada 
1230 and 1430 G. M. T. r e s p e c t iv e ly  27th .
(N. C .S .O . Ponta D elgada , 1249 /27 .

My 1 8 3 7 /1 3 . There is  no s a fe  hand com m unication 
from  here w ith  Canary Is la n d s  and I 
understand bags o f t e n  w a it  s i x  months in  U.K. 
Submit c o n f id e n t ia l  m ail in c lu d in g  F ore ig n  
O f f i c e  bags co u ld  be sen t in  e s c o r t in g  v e s s e ls  
sch ed u led  to  f u e l  at Canary Is la n d s .
(N.A. M adrid, 1307 /27  to  Admty).

Ships ad d ressed  and ROLLICKER are t o  re tu rn  t o  
G ib r a lta r  fo r th w ith . In form  ROLLICKER. 
(F .O .C .N .A ., 1315A /27 to  LORD HOTHAM, CARNATION, 
STELLA CARINA).

2 F.W. shadowing ray P. C. and S . , 040° 0 8 ' 020° 
34 ' 305° 6 i .  DUNCAjy r e jo in e d  w eather r e p o r t  2667 
7069 0606. (ROCHESTER, 1515Z /27 t o  F .O .C .N .A .)

202 Squadron. One C a ta lin a  lo c a t e d  and reported 
1 COSSACK, 2 . Tanker VELMA -  BRITISH FREEDOM,
3 DINGLEDALE, Dawn t o  2100 h ou rs. Area co v e re d  
G ib ra lta r  t o  33 .00  N. , 12 .00  V/. 1 C a ta lin a  e s c o r t  
to  H .G .75. 1 Fulmar sea rch  f o r  F ish in g  
V e sse l DOGFISH. 1 S w ord fish  s e a rch  f o r  EMPIRE 
GUILLEMOT. (200  Group, 1735 /27  to  A ir  M in .)

Your 1714A /26. E xpected  t o  pass through 
p o s i t io n  D at 1200Z /28  s t e e r in g  06° R 18 k n o ts . 
P o s it io n  38 .25  N ., 2 6 .0 7  V<l. f  W eather r e p o r t  
f o l l o w s : -  H eight o f  low c lo u d  6. Amount o f  
low c lo u d  3 V i s i b i l i t y  8 W eather 0 P ressu re  29 
D ir e c t io n  o f  w ind 2 F orce  o f  wind 5.
(LEGION, 1801Z /27  t o  3 .0 .  F o r c e G J .
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North Atlantic - Gontd.

V/.A. Escort Your 2552A/24. Unless Western Approaches 
Vessels. escort Vessels can be boiler cleaned it is

essential that these should not be employed 
at Gibraltar. Ref. to para 3 it must be 
borne in mind that these ships have completed 
on the average 15 days or more at sea in N.A. 
weather when they arrive in Gibraltar and with 
the prospect of the return journey of same length. 
Any laxness in boiler cleaning is bound to lead 
to trouble which cannot be accepted in present 
state of escort strength.
(C. in C. W.A. 1930A/27 to F.O.C.N.A.)

.■3.Sv R-K/9- Situation reports on 23rd 25th and 26th October
DINGLKDALE, stated AZALEA and SPIREA were escorting S-rS.
Escorts fcf-flDINGLEDALE who made position signals at 1929/24
reporting. and 0958/26. Please confirm that orders to

escorts direct them to report if ship to be 
escorted is not met within a few hours of 
appointed time. Admiralty also requires this 
information.
(D.T.D. 2221A/27 to F.O.G.N.A.)

South Atlantic.

Operation 
“Bellringer’*.

l

Adty’s. 2345/26. Intend to carry out operation 
"Bellringer” as follows
(i) DUNMOTTAR CASTLE is to R/V with W.S.12 in
033° 25* S. 017° 10* E. at 1200N/30 and relieve 
DEVONSHIRE. L L^ c _
(ii) On relief DEVONSHIRE is td proceed to 
Simonstown with despatch for fuel.
(iii) CARNARVON CASTLE is to return to Simonstown 
forthwith.
(iv) • If C. in C. Med, and C. in C. E.I. concur 
EURYALUS, HEYTHROP, FARNDALE will form Force
F. with DEVONSHIRE and CARNARVON CASTLE.
(v) Force F. sails Simonstown as ordered by 
N.O.I.C. Simonstown to carry out operation.
(vi) N.O.I.C. Siraonstown to arrange maximum 
air and surface reconnaissance with Union Gov.
(c. in C. S.A. 0147N/27 to Admty., C. in C. Med., 
C. in C. E.I., N.O.I.C. Simonstown, CARNARVON CAST 
DEVONSHIRE,DUNIIBTTAR CASTLE, EURYALUS, HEYTHROP, 
FARED ALE.)

/Your ...
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South Atlantic.
Operation
'̂ Bellringer"
Cpntd.

of.

V i J i f  £an.¥oy 
jy c m .' lu w fc h v t )

Your 0147N/27. Regret EURYALU3 HEYTHROP, and 
FARNDALE cannot be delayed for ''Bellringer". 
(A.C.N.3. (P), 1026A/27 to C. in C. 3.A. )
Request you will conduct this operation with 
DEVONSHIRE, CARNARVON CASTLE and such A/3 
Whalers and Trawlers as 3.D.P. can provide. 
Report outline of plan in due course. My 
0147/27 and Admiralty's 1026A/27 refer.
(C. in C. S. A., 1203N/27 to P. 0.1.C. Simonstown)

Visit to Owing to shortage of ships I have been unable
Falkland Is. to visit Falkland Islands since March.

If I can count on having not less than 2 
A.M.Cs. with S.A.D. I consider early visit 
desirable v/hile you have 2 - 8  inch cruisers in 
South Atlantic, and while German main units are 
located in home waters. Subject to your 
approval propose to visit Montevideo in 
BIRMINGHAM during second week in November 
then proceed to Port Stanley for about 4 days. 
(R.A.3.A.D. , 1458Z/27 to C. in C. 3.A. )

C. in C. E.I., 1506Z/27 include COLOMBO and 
— /  CARTHAGE in operation "Bellringer".

(C. in C. 3.A. , 1959N/27 to P.O.I.C. Simonstown)

Force P. Ships addressed no longer Form Force F.
(C. in C. 3.A., 1122N/27 to DUNEDIN, VIMY, 
BRILLIANT).

AQUITANIA. Your 2245/19 and my 1746/20. Harbour
Authorities now consider ship could lie 3 afely 
alongside during period near Neap tide. Berthing 
would have to be carried out at half tide on 
rising tide. On last occasion ship visited 
Capetown, however, Captain refused to attempt 
berthing on grounds that margin of safety was 
too narrow. This conflicts with owners opinion 
but is a major factor.
(ii) Limit of draught for a ship at Capetown 
is 35 repeat 35 feet at L.W. O.S. and loaded 
draught of AQUITANIA is 36 feet 2 inches.
(iii) Request very early information if it is 
decided to accept ri3k of berthing in order that 
arrangements for assembling (?troops) may be 
put in hand.
(iv) D.3.T. 2327/26 refers.
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1257Z/27 to Admty).

/Your
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic.
Your 1257Z/27. Concur that berthing of 
AQUITANIA alongside is undesirable.
2. Cunard White Star did not have this is mind 
but envisaged ship being anchored in outer 
harbour where bunkering, embarkation of troops, 
etc., would take place.
3. Can this be accepted.
(D.O.D. (F) 2219A/27 to N.0.1.C.Simonstown).

In order to relieve congestion at Durban 
accentuated by the inclusion of NIEUV7 
AMSTERDAM in W.3. 12 it is necessary to divert 
one additional ship to Capteown. Intend to 
divert STRATHAIRD for this purpose so that 
ratings for JUMNA can be transferred direct to 
their ship. D.of S.T’s 1809/21 para 7 refers. 
(P.S.T.0.Simonstown 1509B/24 to C.in C.E.I.).

Reference H. M. C.G’s. Lourenco Marques No.112 
Arfar of 21/10, please make necessary arrangements 
for interception of S.S. GENERAL FOCH if 
practicable.
(Hd.of M. 1544A/27 to F.0.I.C.Simonstown).

/Oti/ f > g V -

Your 2310/26 to VIOLET. Possibility exists that 
U-boat was a minelayer repeating Operation 
which caused sinking of ST. ANSELM at Accra.
In view of importance of ACADIA and escort, it 
may be desirable to sweep them in* using "LL" 
trawlers 3KUDD VI and ST. MELANTE.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1701A/27 to C.in C.3.A. ).

*  L t-C fC i-  t * ] u r - f i . / o x .

Adty. 1912A/24 para 2 not to WRESTLER. Intend 
to sail WRESTLER for refit in U.K. with S.L. 91 
being detached from convoy to fuel at Bathurst 
31/10 then proceeding independently to Ponta 
Delgada to arrive 7/11. Request C.in C. W.A. 
will issue onward route from Ponta Delgada but 
in view of WRESTLER’S lack of endurance suggest 
she proceed Plymouth.
(C.in C.3.A. 1701N/25 to Adtjt).

/Daily
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Daily 3/M 
Disposition 
signali

DERBYSHIRE 
W.S. 12
d u n n o5?1a r .
CASTLE.

TALISMAN.

Air
Operations.

South Atlantic -Contd.
Request daily submarine disposition signal may 
be divided into two parts. Part one submarines 
North of 30° N part two submarines South of 30° 
N. Part two only to be addressed to South 
Atlantic Squadron. This will save much decoding 
of unwanted information in small ships.
(C.in C. 3. A. 1835N/27 to Adty).

In view of your 1940Z/25. Cancel instructions 
in para, one of my 0147/27 neither to 
DERBYSHIRE. DERBYSHIRE is to R/V with W.S.12. 
in 033° 25'S 017°. (?10) E at 1200 N/30 and 
relieve DEVONSHIRE as escort to Durban.
DUNNOTTAR CASTLE after escorting 3TRATHEDEN 
to Durban is to return to Capetown and escort 
Capetown portion of W.S. 12 (?on).
(C. in C.3.A. 1921N/27 to N. 0.1. C. Simonstown 
DERBYSHIRE, DUNNOTTAR CASTLE.) 5< fj (,5'C.

7\
CLAN FERGUSON with Albacore A/3 escort attacked 
by one torpedo aircraft 30 miles West of Gozo 
at about 1624A/24 and then machine gunned. 
Torpedo easily avoided. CLAN FERGUSON recalled 
and entered harbour at dawn 25th.
(N. 0.1. C. Malta 1010A/27).

Return by reverse of your outward route.
(Capt 3J-1121B/27 to TALISMAN).

Night Oct 25/26. 3 Y/ellingtons bombed harbour
works at Benghazi from 11,000 feet starting 
small fires on bases of Juliana and Central 
Moles.
Day 26/10. 8 Marylands attacked buildings on
Juliana Point Benghazi from 17,300 feet in 
afternoon. Majority of bombs fell on 
objective, further bombs started fire in 
harbour. 2,000 propaganda leaflets dropped on 
each of Benghazi and SoHum.
(H. 3.R.A.F.M.E. 1142/27).

/Russ ian
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27.10.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. Contd.
My 0002D/22. G.N.3. informs me negotiations 
with Turkish Government interrupted by 
evacuation now proceeding again. Turks have 
not turned down (?proposal) but Russians do 
not require Admiral Kelly's assistance yet 
but may want it later on.
(2) Decision about sending 12 trawlers to U.K. 
for fitting as minesweepers still not taken. This 
decision ( corrupt group) partly depends on 
Kuzuetsov's visit north. Regret all copies of 
signals on this subject except your 1722A/30th 
Sept, were burnt before leaving Moscow but I 
can remember an outline. Your 1420A/22nd Oct.
(?In addition to) these three officers Russians 
require one naval officer in each convoy 
containing a Soviet ship of whom Kulizovski 
and Chekin are 2.
(Moscow 1259D/27 to Adty.).

Your 1600/24th. Real position is in effect 
that until the 4 HUNTS now building referred 
to at end of para.5, are available, no 
forces can be sent to meet the fresh commitments 
in Red Sea caused by the need to protect Red 
Sea shipping. It will be appreciated that 4 
HUNTS now coming into service are merely 
normal reinforcements promised to bring Medit. 
Fleet destroyer force up to strength and 
cannot therefore be regarded as earmarked for 
Red Sea. I earnestly hope therefore that 
every effort will be made to remedy this state 
of affairs since it means that in either Red 
Sea or Mediterranean we shall be unable 
properly to meet our engagements while this 
situation persists.
(C.in C.Med. 15153/27 to Adty.).

Aircraft report 3 ships in 032° 4_3' and 014° 53' 
approx, course 100° speed 7 knots.
(Capt. (S>1*16213/27 to THRASHER.).

A/C R/C 27th. 3 Destroyers 5 S/Ms in Augusta. 
(Capt (3) 10 1913A/27 to UNBEATEN).

/ Air
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Air
Operations.

Day 27/10 . 6 40 It. borribs dropped Tripoli tov/n 
2 enemy fighters evaded. 700 ton schooner off 
Cotrone machine gunned.
Night 27/28 October no operations bad v/eather. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1820/27.)

GEORGIC.

l H'JlU.il

GEORGIC afloat safely anchored proceeding to 
drain out (?as suggested) making cement box. 
(Fleet Salvage Offr. Suez 1835B/27.)

Italian 
Heavy ship.

Italian heavy ship reported to have left 
Naples. (Capt. S.10 1937A/27 to 10 S/M F. 
TETRARCH.)

Orders to 
SOKOL.

Proceed with despatch to establish patrol in 
the vicinity of 040° 43’ 013° 47’ until further 
orders. Heavy enemy units on return to Naples 
from South westward are believed to approach 
Imperatore light from W.N.W. then passing close 
to south of Ischia Island.
(Capt. S.10 2007A/27 to SOKOL.)

Employment of 
Greek Naval 
Units.

Admiral Sakellariou wishes to obtain some new 
ships for his personnel to man. Personnel 
available is given in ray 2205/27 which follows. 
For the present he intends the 3 biggest des
troyers as soon as their refits and fittings of 
A/S is completed should be available for un
restricted service anywhere they may be needed 
in the Medit. remainder of destroyers and T.Bs 
to be used for escort duty.
3 S/Ms to be available for normal patrols and 
other 2 to be used as A/S targets and for 
training S/M crews.
Consider this to be a sound arrangement. Morale 
has improved and general news is increasing.
(C. in C. Med. 2201B/27 to Adty.)
Personnel details. (C. in C. Med. 2205/27.)

/TRIUMPH
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
?Leave your area ?P.M./30th and proceed to 
patrol during daylight 31st within 25 miles of 
Cape Sapthi ? Elaphonisos Channel thence 
proceed through position (a) 036° 08’ 022° 40'. 
(b) 034° 32' 023® 40’. (c) 032° 46' 028° 40' 
and then direct to Alexandria.
(?Adjust to) (?required) speed to pass through 
position (b) and (c) at approx. 1500B/1 
and 1200B/3 respectively and arriving Sanctuary 
at 0530B/4.
When (?leaving) your area you are to remain 
West of 023® 50' until south of Kithera. 
Intelligence of Vatika Bay area will be signalled 
later. (Capt. (3) 1, 2215B/27 to TRIUMPH).
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East Indies.

Latest position. (N.O.I.C. Massawa 0614Z/27.) 
See Lion Copy.

Re 1146Z/16 from C. in C. E.I., M aster CLAN 
FORBES requests information concerning number 
of days for which to provision the vessel 
leaving Calcutta.
(S.T.O. Calcutta 1106Z/27 to A d t y . )

Re Adty's 2345/26 COLOMBO and CARTHAGE are 
at your disposal for ope rat ion "Rat ion'.' Former 
ready for sea today 27th,latter due Durban today 
27 th.
(C. in C.E.I., 1506Z/27 to C. in C . S . A . )

u - 4--*— /> 6  -j

YARRA has b e e n  sailed from P e r s i a n  Gulf for 
service in Red Sea.
(C. in C.E.I., 1616Z/27 t o A . C . N . B . )

(l) CENTURION will have docked and will be 
ready on 1/11. At what notice should she 
remain. (ll) Adty's 0027/29 refers.
(C. in C.E.I., 1620Z/27 to C. in C. Med.)

C h i n a .

M y  1203/26. In view of satisfactory report 
received destroyer has been recalled to H o n g  
Kong.
(C. in C. China 0431Z/27 to Adty.)

A m erica &  West Indies.

U.S. C r uiser OMAHA and U.S. Destroyer SOMERS 
are searching for suspected enemy raider 
reported b y  U.S. Ship PATOKA in 006° 44' S., 
034° 26' W . , on 22/10.
(C. in C.A.W.I., 1029Q/26 to ASTURIAS.)

/Corvette.



SECRET MESSAGE. 0614Z/27th Get. In

From:- N.O.I.C. Massawa. Date.27/10/41. 
Reca. 2113.

Naval Cypher (AS) by W/T.
Addressee:- Admiralty (For D.N.I.).

145. M.E. I. 668/1/26 uated 30th April.Latest position Maasawa. Accommodation berths 
(a) alongside Quay number 1 171 feet 20 feet 
depth number 2 489 feet 21 feet depth number 3 
1115 feet 20 feet depth. (B) 2 berths at buoy 
available for ships 500 feet in length draught 28 
feet.
(11$. Owing to very restrictea entrance channel aevisable restrict size of ships entering Massawa 
main harbour to 540 feet over all length. Larger 
ships established in 17 fathoms in outer anchorage 
for load or discharge by lighter of which only 8 
available with total capacity of 500 tons.In addition 1 250 ton. pontoon is now lent Massawa 
from Port Sudan.
(Ill) Two 7 ton electric mobile cranes being 
erected.
(IV) . Total Warehouse spree within half mile of 
dock 160,000 square feet.
(V) . Shore transport sufficient to clear only 400 
tons daily at present.
(Vi). All (’mines) swept to westward ana 1000 yards to eastward of North swept channel buoys. 
Sweeping commenced southern channel.

0614Z/27.
1st. Lord. 
1st S.L.
3ru S.L D.T.D.(4
4th S.L. D.T.D.(M)
V.G.N.S. Hydros.(2)
A.C.N.S.(F) D.of N.
A.C.N.S.CT (2) Staff Charts.
A.O.N.S.(W) D.M.S.
Naval Secy. 
N.A. 1st S.L.

D.M.S.B*sement
D.D.T.M.

Ops.(3) E.P.S.
O.D.(b) D.OF.S,T.
O.I.C.(3 —
D.N.I.(4) v I.PS (-3)D. of.P.(3) 
M. (2) File X.
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America & West Indies. Contd.
Adty., 1101A/18 and N.S.H.Q., 1559Z/21.
(A) In view of loss of GLADIOLUS intend to 
substitute EYEBRIGHT. EYEBRIGHT could arrive 
Charleston about 14/11. (B) Intend that
MAYFLOWER and BITTERSWEET follow DIANTHUS and 
EYEBRIGHT respectively.
(C.C.N.F. 1445Z/27.)

Following is revised programme 
Arrives. Place.
26/10.
3/11.
19/11.
29/11.

Bermuda.
Jamaica.
Trinidad.
Gibraltar.
16020/27.)

for INDOMITABLE. 
Leaves.

Your 1823A/30/9 not to S.O.(l) Kingston. 
BRITISH JUSTICE due 25/10. Not yet arrived. 
(N.C.S.O., Port of Spain 1643Q/27 to Adty.)

Your 1149/13. 231 AJ. Opnav is now making a
daily 1900 G.M.T., situation on report and has 
instructed escorts under U.S. Control to carry 
out similar procedure to that carried out by 
British escorts.
(B.A.D. , 18251/27 to Adty.)

Your 2311/26. STEEL ENGINEER arrived Los 
Angeles 10/10.
(D.N.I., Ottawa 19043/27 to S.0.(l)Kingston.)

Cancel my 1551/4 and 1809/7.
(B.A.D. Washington 1909R/27 to C.O.A.C., 
N.S.H.Q., Ottawa.)

D.S.T. 2326 A (26) Congress anticipate sailing 
date of T.C.15 13/11 will be maintained.
D.S.T. is issuing the necessary instructions 
to Master and (?C.O.) troops to have ships as 
clean as possible before transhipment (? so 
that) embarkation of Canadian troops can be 
expedited. Embarkation dates 9th 10th unchanged 
and 12 November.
(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa 20533/27.)

/ILLUSTRIOUS....
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America & West Indies.Contd.
Adty., 2217/3, 1533A/7 and 2319A/22.
As far as is known only 12 T.S.R. aircraft 
(all at Jamaica) are available for projection 
on passage of ILLUSTRIOUS,FORMIDABLEjAWB ARCHER, 
(B.A.V.G. One).
(ii) Present policy appears to be for ILLUSTRIOUS 
and ARCHER to proceed independently to Jamaica 
each to embark 6 T.S.R. aircraft. This leaves 
no T.S.R's available for FORMIDABLE.
(iii) Suggest for consideration. ILLUSTRIOUS 
on completion proceed Jamaica and embark all 
available T.S.R. aircraft and return to Norfolk. 
These passages would be made at high speed and 
would constitute an extended trial of engines. 
ILLUSTRIOUS and FORMIDABLE then proceed in 
company to U.K. , with 8 T.S.R's between them.
The remaining T.S.R's to be landed at Norfolk 
and held for B.A.V.G. One.
(iv) Permission to disembark these aircraft would 
be sought from U.S. authorities.
(v) Estimated earliest dates of sailing are: 
ILLUSTRIOUS 4/12 FORMIDABLE 10/12 ARCHER 21/12, 
(approx. )
(vi) Any working xip necessary for ILLUSTRIOUS and 
FORMIDABLE would be carried out from Norfolk and 
there will be no necessity for them to call at 
Bermuda.
(B.A.D. Washington 2101R/27 to Adty.)

On completion of repairs WARSPITE will return 
to the Mediterranean.
2. Full outfit of 4 C.R.H. 15" Shell embarked 
in U.S.A. is to be exchanged for 5/10 C.R.H.15" 
shell at Trincomalee, the 4 C.R.H. Shell thus 
released forming part of the reserve for the 
Eastern Fleet.
3. Swordfish float plane is to be retained on 
board for passage to the Meditn. The unit of 
two Walrus aircraft will be ready for you at 
Alexandria, the necessary gear for the change 
from Swordfish to Walrus is to be embarked 
before sailing from U.S.A.
4. Subject to their own requirements U.S.Navy 
are prepared to arrange facilities for working 
up at Hawaii.
5. WARSPITE is to submit a programme through 
B.A.R.M., for return to Meditn., including 
carrying out essential practices at Hawaii.
6. B.A.R.M. is requested to obtain the 
concurrence of U.S. Navy Office to ship's 
working up proposals.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 2201A/27.)
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3.S. HATA3U. 
(Torpedoed

3hip3 Attacked.
Your 1625A/24. 7 survivors as yet unfit for
interrogation picked up in 051° 56* N 035°
58* V/ by U.3. Destroyer CHARLES F.HUGHES 16/10 
and landed Reykjavik. (N.C.3.0. Reykjavik 
1057/27 to Adty).

^  ARIGUANI 
(Torpedoed
~ 26/10j7~

Position 038° 00* N 016° 05' W Captain 
(ARIGUANI) considers ship will not last to 
Gibraltar compartments adjacent to engine 
room slowly filling, if engine room bulkhead 
goes ship will sink. CAMPION has 170 
survivors on board. VIDKTTE has fuel to 
remain in the area until 0800/28. Y/eather 
report 4381 2527 sea swell 67.
(VIDETTE 1102A/27 to F.O.C.N.A.).
Y/eather permitting CAMPION is to transfer to 
VIDETTE any survivors not required for 
working (ARIGUANI). VIDETTE is to return 
to Gibraltar as late as fuel situation permits. 
vTug THAMES and JONQUIL should join ARIGUANI 
by daylight/29. (F.O.C.N.A. 1554A/27, 1840A/27 
to VIDETTS).

3.3. CORABELLA C0RA3ELLA appears to have been in gun action 
(attacked with U-boat from about 1530 until 1650 G.M.T/26

2€/'10J~ when U-boat disappeared apparently having
broken off the action. CORABELLA reported all 
well at 2005Z/26. (C.in C. 3.A. 1120N/27).

COSSACK COSSACK has sunk.
(Torpedoed (F.O.C.N.A. 1302A/27 to Adty).
23/10).

A R I 6 U A A M  -JONQUIL and tug THAMES are to proceed in
accordance with my 1306A/26th.
F.O.C.N.A. 1313A/27. to JONQUIL).

Convoy 3.C.48. V/eather deteriorated after leaving
3.6.48V Belle Isle Straits, 11 stragglers including

Commodore's ship waich sustained damage to 
steering gear.
Convoy attacked by U-boats from 15th to 18th 
October. Following merchant ships torpedoed. 
BOLD VE. ITURE, W. C. TEAGLE, ERVIKEN, EVR03,
EMPIRE HERON,3ARF0NN,3ILVER^CEDAR^ILA,and RYM. 
(D.T.D. 1723A/27 to Opnav).
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1508/26.
Submarines Reported.
Clipper Pilot reports German 3/M at 1508/26 
in 038° 16' N. 014° 45' W steering to 
intercept unknown Portuguese ship.
(N. A. Lisbon 1113/27 to D.N.I.).

0930/20. Following grade B 2. Submarine sighted 0930/20 
in 018°18' N 017° 45' V/ with 2 sails set one 
of which completely obscured Conning Tower the 
other right aft. A dummy cargo Derrick also 
before Conning Tower.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1127A/27 to S & A, N.A. Station).

1040Z By aircraft in 51° 28' N. 53° 30’ W. at 1040Z/27 
course 355°. (C.0.A.C.Halifax 1245Z/27).

1234 G.M.T. At 1234 G.M.T. German U-boat made (?sighting) 
report on 11068 k/cs 291° Gibraltar Class 
one. (F.O.C.N.A. 1356A/27. to 3 & A, N.A.).

Estimated U-boat Dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1414A/27, Opnav 1952Z/27).

1520 G.M.T. 
Convoy O.N.28.

U-boat probably sighted Convoy O.N. 28 at 
1520/27 G.M.T. (D. T.D. 1555Z/27 to Opnav).

H.G. 75 F.W. appears to be horneing U-boats on to 
convoy. (F.O.C.N.A. 1616A/27 to Escort H.G. 75).

1334. At 1334 by D/F U-boat within 60 miles of 040°
20' N 018° 30' W. (F.O.C.N.A. 1813A/27 to 3 & A, 
N.A.Station).

1809Z 
H.G. 75.

D/F on 5660 kc/s. at 1809Z/27, indicates 
that convoy H.G. 75 is still being shadowed. 
(D.D. I.C. 1930A/27 to Escorts H. G. 75 F.O.C.N.A. 
C. in C.W.A. H. Q.C.C. ).

1547
1555 
1909 
H.G. 75.

German U-boat within 15 miles of (1) 040° 40' N 
021° 00’ W at 1547 (2) 040° 40' N 020° 30’ W 
at 1555. At 1909 sighting report 290°
Gibraltar 3rd class. (F.O.C.N.A. 2038A/27 to 
Escorts H.G. 75).

/1700C....
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Submarines Reported -contd.
U-boat by D.F.3. at 1700G in 070° 13' N 
041° 55’ S. Admiralty pass to all addressees. 
Immediate.(3.B.N.O.Archangel 2053C/27, to 
NORFOLK, LEDA).

Submarine sighted either 3.G. 50 or O.N. 28 
at 1913 G.M. T./27. (Cpnav 2230/27 to Action 
Cdr. Task Unit 4.1.6. Gdr. Task Unit 4.1.13. 
East of 035° W.).

German submarine made sighting report of 
Convoy at 2107 27th bearing 292° class 3. 
(F.O. C.N.A. 2231A/27 to H. G. 75).

Submarines Attacked.
At 0358 and 0713 U-boats were sighted in (I)
039° 43’ N 019° 16’ W (2) 039° 37' N 019° 48'
W unsuccessfully attacked. Continuing hunt with 
MALLOW. Rejoining Convoy before sunset.
(DUNCAN 08592/27 to F.O.C.N.A.).

At 1210Z/27 (? destroyer escort) 3.5 made asdic 
contact apparently 3/M 015° 45' N 030° 00' W. 
Dropped 3 depth charges without known result 
and lost contact after 2nd detonation (?.)
One hour search by plane and destroyer negative. 
(U.3.C.N.O. 1708/29 to Adty.etc.).
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SITUATION REPORT.

28.10.19U1.
Tuesday.

Home Commands.

A gale is disorganising the movements of ships. 
H.X. 155 in the Western Approaches is scattered. 
Other convoys are much drawn out (O.N. 30 extends 
over 30 miles) or hove to and some ships are 
sheltering.

British Air Operations.

Bomber Command carried out no operations today 
on account of the weather.

Enemy Air Operations.

An enemy aircraft dropped U bombs in Yi/estmanshavn 
this morning. No damage or casualties occurred. 
The aircraft subsequently reconnoitred Skaale 
F^ord where the Uth M/S F is lying preparatory 
to sweeping a passage through the Iceland-Faeroes 
minefield.

Mining.

All Bristol Channel ports except Watchet and 
River Parrett were opened at 1039 today until 
1630. Minelaying by enemy aircraft after dark 
until 21U5/28 was suspected.
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SITUATION REPORT.

670

South Atlantic.
It is notified today that A.H.Q. West Africa 
was instituted on 22/10 under Air Commodore 
E.A.B. Rice, C.B.E. M.C.

Mediterranean.
4 Wellingtons "bombed Benghazi harbour last 
night.

Italian destroyer TIGRE and two other vessels are 
reported to have "been "beached and scuttled "but 
undamaged 20 miles south of9Jidda.

China.
It has "been decided to replace the appointment 
of C. in C. China "by a new appointment styled 
C. in C. Eastern Fleet. The duties of the 
C. in C. Eastern Fleet are outlined in Adty. 
1719A/28. The C. in C. will fly his flag 
afloat and his Chief of Staff will deputise for 
him ashore at Singapore in his absence.
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U-Boat Campaign.
H.Gr. 75. ULEA was torpedoed at 0012Z today in position

reported as Ul° 13' N. 21° 38’ W. or 2+1° 17f N. 
21ft UO’ W. and sank later. This is the fourth 
"merchant ship to he torpedoed in this convoy, 
in addition to COSSACK and ARIGUANI. ROCHESTER 
report's that the escorting ships are running 
short of depth charges, illuminants and fuel.
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Aultbea. 
Additional 
a/p Trawler 
requested.

Policy.
The two trawlers here have "been unahle to maintain 
patrol and examination service on two occasions 
due to breakdown owing to stormy weather and no 
relief being available. This causes a serious 
situation with no means of controlling convoys 
entering harbour when ships are leaving and no 
examination services. One other trawler SAON 
has been allocated but has not arrived. Both 
trawlers here are due for refit and are not too 
reliable. If continuous patrol is to be kept it 
is essential that another trawler capable of 
keeping the patrol in rough weather should be 
allocated in addition forthwith. At present 
there is only one trawler available.
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 1159A/28 to P.O.I.C. Greenock).

Polish
Airmen"
from
Russia 
for U.k,

Your 0301A/24. I have just seen Poles. 12 
Naval Officers and 95 men will return with next 
batch of Polish airmen. Doubtful whether more 
than another 200 to 300 will be forthcoming.
2. Please see D. of S.T. 2325A/26. Difficult 
for me to ?help here if this attitude is adopted 
at home. Should be most grateful if you can assist 
in making a ship available either from Archangel 
or Murmansk. The Southern route from the Polish 
camp appears to be very difficult. (Ad. Miles 
1204D/28 to Admty;)

Spitzbergen. Request approx, date when you intend Spitsbergen 
to be next visited. (A.C.N.S.(H) 1553A/28 to 
C. in C. H.P.)

C. in C» 
Eastern" 
Plee't. 
Appointment 
and Duties.

A. It has been decided to replace the appoint
ment of C. in C. China by a new appointment 
styled C. in C. Eastern Fleet.
B. While Japan remains neutral the duties of
C. in C. Eastern Fleet will be:-
(1) The command and the administration of the 
Eastern Fleet (see para. F. below) and of 
naval forces and establishments on the China 
Station at present carried out by C. in C. China.
(2) The preparation of plans and war orders for 
the whole Eastern Theatre in collaboration with 
C. in C. Far East, C. in C. E.I., A.C.N.B., 
N.Z.N.B., and U.S. and Dutch authorities. The 
Eastern Theatre is defined in para. H. below.

/C
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C. in Q. 
Eastern 
Eleet.. 
Appointment 
and Duties"" 
- Conta.

Policy,
C. On the outbreak of War with Japan, or when 
directed by the Admiralty, C. in C. Eastern 
Fleet will, in addition to the above duties, 
assume the strategic control of all British and 
Dutch Naval Forces with the exception of Local 
Defence Forces in the Eastern Theatre subject 
to the following:-
(1) While the distribution and General plan 
of employment of naval forces throughout the 
Eastern Theatre is the responsibility of C. in C. 
Eastern Fleet, C's in C. of each Station will 
retain operational control of the Naval Forces 
other than the Eastern Fleet operating on their 
station.
(2) Dominions and Associated Powers have the 
right to withdraw or withhold forces D?om the 
strategic control of C. in C. Eastern Fleet 
provided prior information is given to the 
latter.
D. The degree of strategic control exercised by 
C. in C. Eastern Fleet over the Naval Forces
of the U.S.A. should the latter be a belligerent 
will be governed by such agreement as may be in 
force at the time between the U.S. and Great 
Britain.
E. In order that C. in C. Eastern Fleet may 
fly his flag afloat he will be provided with a 
Chief of Staff and a Chief Staff Officer. The 
former will deputise for C. in C. Eastern Fleet 
at Singapore in his absence; the latter will 
remain afloat.
F. It is possibls that a part of the Eastern 
Fleet may be assembled in the Eastern Theatre 
before the outbreak of war with Japan. The 
disposition of any such units within the Eastern 
Theatre will be the responsibility of C. in C. 
Eastern Fleet who will delegate operational con
trol of them while employed on stations other than 
the China Station as he considers necessary. 
Units which are to be considered as forming the 
Eastern Fleet will be promulgated by the 
Admiralty in due course.
G. The above arrangements will come into force 
when ordered by the Admiralty.
H. The Eastern Theatre comprises:-
(1) While the U.S. are non-belligerent, the 
existing E.I, China, Australian and N.Z.Naval 
Stations.
(2) If the U.S. are belligerent the existing E.I. 
China Australian and N.Z. naval stations bounded 
on the N. and E. by the following line:-

/the....
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the parallel of 30° N. from the coast of China 
to meridian 140° E., down the latter to the Equator 
along the Equator to 180th meridian, and down the 
latter. The Pacific Ocean to the east of this 
line will he an area of U.S. Strategic responsi
bility.
J. A.T. 0050/11/5, 2024/13/5 and 0533/19/5 are cancelled. (1st Lord 1719A/28).

RENOWN. On completion of refit RENOWN will come under 
the orders of G. in G. H.P. and will proceed to 
Scapa to work up as ordered by him.
(A.C.N.S.(h) 1928A/28).

14th and 
18th M/S~~ Flotillas. Re-allocation 
of M/S trawlers.

\

M/MS 0677/41 dated 8/10/41. 14th M.S.P. will 
not be based in Dover Command.2. Now proposed that 14th M.S.P. be based at Aberdeen and that 12 trawlers (0) be surrendered 
in lieu.3. Propose also that 15th M.S.P. be based 
at Granton and that RYDE and SANDOWN be 
transferred to 8th M.S.P. to make room.4. If paras. 2 and 3 are concurred in, request 
you will sail trawlers in groups to ports 
indicated by G. in G. Nore as follows.
(A.C.H.S.(H) 1950A/28 to G. in C. Rosyth.)

Russian
S/M
Patrol,

Go-operation with Russia.
Your 1157A/27/9 and my 1324C/28/9. Soviet G. in G. Northern Fleet proposes Soviet submarine 
to operate Vest^fiord sailing 29/10 subject to 
your approval. (S.B.N.O. North Russia 1629C/28 
to Adty.)Your 1629C/28. Approved.(A.O.N.S.(Hy 2353A/28 to S.B.N.O. North Russia).

Movements.
MINERVE. Leave patrol after dark on 30/10 diving by day 

(route) to R/V at 0800A/2 in lj>5° Bressay Light 
7 miles for escort into Lerwick. (Capt. S.9 
1045A/28 to MINERVE).

P.35. Intend to sail P.35 escorted by LEICESTER CITY 
for Dundee at 1700A today. E.T.A. 1100A/29. 
(A.O.O.S. 1125A/28).

/0.14
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Movements-Contd.
LOCH MONTEITH and 0.1i+ are to "be sailed to 
arrive Scapa at 0900A/29. (A.C.O.S. 1230A/28 
to N.O.I.C. Lerwick).
Intend to sail your 1230A/28 at 1800A.
(N.O.I.C. Lerwick 1609A/28 to A.C.O.S.) 
Westbound Convoy much drawn out is passing East 
and North of Orkneys. You may meet during the 
night. Inform 0.1U. (A.C.O.S. 1810A/28 to 
LOCH MONTEITH). j b .  ( .S o _

BURZA. Intend sailing BURZA 1300A/30 to R/V with EAGLE 
at Clyde Boom at 1800A/30. On arrival at Bar 
L.V. BURZA will proceed to R/V with BB 95 in 
position X at 1800A/31. (N.O.I.C. Belfast 1612A/ 
28).

ASCANIA. 
WOLFE. 
MALOJA.

The following berths are allocated at Southampton 
to A.M*0's ASCANIA, WOLFE, MALOJA. Ships are* 
to proceed to Southampton in that order. MALOJA 
to arrive 30 minutes after V/OLFE. (C. in C, 
Portsmouth 1627A/28).

SUITFISH. Admiralty 2119A/26 and 1155A/27. I desire 
that SUNFISH should proceed from Southend to 
Portsmouth with a C.W. Convoy about 8/11.
2. Suggest she should be sailed for Harwich 
with F.S.6j>8 where Tug STALWART will take over 
tow from CHAMPION.
3. If you concur intend to sail one destroyer
to arrive Tyne U / H  and act as escort to Harwich. 
(C. in C. Nore 1650A/28 to F.O.I.C. Tyne).

SEALION. SEALION and WHITsIbEAR sailed in accordance 
with my 1501A/27.
Admiralty pass to S.B.N.O. Murmansk. 
(A.C.O.S. 1805A/28).

ROYAL
SOVEREIGN*

Admiralty's 13U3A/27.. Following programme is 
proposed for ROYAL SOVEREIGN allowing two spare 
days for weather and other contingencies.
(ROYAL SOVEREIGN 1812/28).

/PETUNIA
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Movements-Gontd.
PETUNIA. Tug not arrived. (PETUNIA 2001Z/28).

WRESTLER. C. in C. S.A's 2010N/13 and 1701N/25.. 
WRESTLER can "be taken in hand for refit at 
Portsmouth. She is expected to arrive mid- 
November. (D.O.D. H. 2107A/28).

Information
for
DEPTFORD.

JAtoO VA* HEEM3KERK.
CELANDINE. 
ALYNBANK.

S/M SEAWOLF escorted "by CUTTY SARK Northbound 
in Irish Sea may he met during the night.
(C. in C. W.A. 2205A/28 and 2307A/28).

Operations.
Operation
'•Table".

Operation postponed 24 hours.
If weather moderates programme will be carried 
out tomorrow, leaving Harwich 0900. (F.O.I.C. 
Harv/ich 1055A/28).

Operation
"Pantaloon".

1

ATHENE will carry to maximum accommodation 30 
officers and 40 ORS. (F.A.R.E.O. Glasgow 
1300/28).
ARGUS 1247/27. Air Ministry report following 
numbers require accommodation:- 
(a) ARGUS 22 officers 37 N.C.O's 112 airmen. 
ATHENE 20 officers 2 N.C.O's 40 airmen.
2. From information available in Admiralty 
there will only be accommodation for a further lp 
officers in ARGUS. Please confirm, (D.O.D.F. 
1525A/28 to ARGUS, ATHENE).

Exercises 
at Dover.

Intention signified in your 1906A/27 is concurred 
in. O.C. Troop should keep his brigadier informed 
of movements. (D.G.O. 1351A/28 to V.A. Dover).

Patrol. Intend sailing M.G.B. 325 to the southward 
at 1530 to-day, returning Dartmouth dawn/2 9 . 
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 11+41/28).

Anti
E-boat
Patrol.

Cancel my 1543A/27.
(C.‘in C. Portsmouth 1515A/28).
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Tuesday.

British Air Activity.

On 27/10 three Blenheims attacked a south-bound 
convoy consisting of four M/V's of 1500 to 3000 
tons and four Flakships, eight miles N.W. of 
Den Helder. Results unobserved. On night 
27/28 there were no operations owing to the 
weather. (H.Q.B.C. 0035/28).

"Trost", "Stab’', and "North Bert" in operation. 
"Hornli" being flown later in the day.
(G. in C. Rosyth 0653/ 28).
P.R.U. of Namsos, Trondheim, Bergen, now being 
flown. (C. in C. Rosyth 1053/28;.
P.R.U. of Stavanger, Oslo, A.D. Kristiansand 
now in operation. (C. in C. Rosyth 1121/28). 
My 0653/28. "Trost" 10%. "South Stab" 80%. 
"North Bert" 10%. (C. in C. Rosyth 1805/28).
My 0653/28. "Hornli North" 100%. "Hornli 
South" 50%. (C. in C. Rosyth 1911/28).

Cancel my 1j»16a /25.
(R.A.N.A.S. 1150A/28 to Hatston).

Enemy Air Activity.

One enemy ai rcraft dropped 4 bombs in (?Westman- 
shavn) Harbour at 1005 today. No damage or 
casualties. Subsequently reconnoitered Skaale 
Fiord where S.O. 2+th M/S flotilla and attendant 
ships all lying. (N.O.I.C. Faroes 1050A/28).

Mining.

My 2218A/26. All Bristol Channel ports with 
exception of Watchet and River Parrett are open 
until I630 today when they v/ill again be closed. 
It is hoped to re-open for P.M. tide tomorrow. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1039A/28).

F.O.I.C. Southampton 1212/26, which has been 
repeated to R.A. (M). Request you will sail 
MANXMAN for Port Z.A. when ready.
- (D.D.O.D. M. 1052A/28 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Your lllii/Slj. and my 1212/25. Concur proposal 
to sail for S.N. 83.A. on 30/10.
(C. in C. H.F. 1211|A/28 to R.A.M.)
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Casualties and Defects.
Sank in No. 3 dock Methil a.ra. today after "being 
holed "by S.S. CIRCE II manoeuvring in dock.
Was lying alongside at time of collision. No 
casualties. (N.O.I.C. Methil 1022/28).

P.N.f38. DAGENHAM with "broken steering gear.
Am standing "by to tow if necessary. Tugs have 
"been requested from Humber. Have instructed
H.M.S. SHEARWATER to escort to Humber.
(WINCHESTER 1023A/28).
Tug SABINE is proceeding to assist DAGENHAM.
Order TURQUOISE to stand by. When tug arrives 
DAGENHAM and TURQUOISE should proceed to 
Yarmouth unless weather moderates. Fighter 
protection arranged. (C. in G* Nore 1035A/28). 
DAGENHAM is reported in danger of going ashore 
in Sheringham Shoals. Investigate and render 
any assistance possible. (C. in 0. Nore IOZj.IA/28 
to WINCHESTER)/
Immingham departure SABINE at 1105 "to assist 
DAGENHAM. (F.O. Humber 1109A/28).
My 1109A/28. Tug SABINE returned to Grimsby.
Will oroceed as soon asvieather moderates.
(F.O. Humber 135W28).
Your 11^5. Tug reported unable to face weather. 
If you cannot make headway instruct DAGENHAM to 
anchor or proceed Yarmouth at your discretion. 
SHEARWATER or TURQUOISE is to remain with 
DAGENHAM. (C. in C. Nore 11+09A/28 to WINCHESTER.) 
DAGENHAM attempting to effect temporary repairs 
steering gear. Intend her to proceed in company 
with me during the night to avoid anchoring off 
Humber in existing weather. (WINCHESTER 1730/28). 
DAGENHAM now proceeding with convoy with repairs 
effected. (WINCHESTER 1829A/28). ^

My 1521A/27. SILJA refloated 1230A/28.
(N.O.I.C. Oban 12^1^/28).

Ex. W.N. 98 returned to Oban damaged in collision 
with MOUNT PELION. (N.C.S.O. Oban 1Z+30A/28).

Was docked at 1320 today. (F.O.I.C. Glasgow 
2212/28).

^j'O . CfiUUjMv/vtoalL NOvN'f ffiORU£ 2>,C,L: 7/ m
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Shipping and Convoys.
0.G.76. My 1255A/27. Convoy is to he sailed as soon 

as possible. N.C.S.O. Mersey is to signal new 
R/V for other sections and is to report anticipated 
time of sailing from Bar L.V. (C. in C. W.A. 
0807A/28).
O.G. 76 is to be sailed as soon as possible. 
(V.C.N.S. 0830/28).

Convoy
"Stratum".

Cancel my 0820a/28 and postpone 24 hours. (N.O.I.C. Swansea 1015A/28 to N.O.I.C. Milford 
Haven).

H.X.156. 
— ± 0.N.S.29.-

Route of H.X. 1 56 has been altered to southward 
to avoid U-Boats. Corvettes on Iceland portion 
of O.N.S. 29 leave convoy forthwith and steer 
for 053° N. 022° 30' W. Remaining Corvettes steer for same position on relief. Report E.T.A. 
at this position on crossing 057° 50* N. 
Destroyers proceed at best speed to Iceland 
on relief. *(C. in C. W.A. 1202A/28 to BROKE, 
etc.)

— ^O.N.S. 29. My 2141/26. Merchant Ships from Iceland returned 
having become detached from escort.
(A.C.I.C. 1215/28).

A/Ccommunication 
with single 
M/V’s.

Aircraft have been instructed to obtain the 
names of single M/V's in the Western Approaches 
with a view to improving the accuracy of the 
plot at A.C.H.Q. but difficulty and delays have 
been experienced in V/S signalling.With a view to standardising and simplifying V/S 
procedure between ships and aircraft, request 
following instructions may be issued to 
Merchant Ships:- Aircraft wishing to obtain the name of a Merchant vessel, will flash the 
International signal "S.C." (what is the name 
of your vessel?) and Merchant Ships are to reply 
by flashing their signal letters.
This procedure is established to simplify 
signalling and to save time. It provides no 
guarantee of the friendly character of the 
aircraft and A /A precautions are not to be 
relaxed merely because "S.C" is received.
(c. in C. W.A. 1234A/28 to Admty.)

/O.NoO.....



SEORET M E S S A G E 10500/28th October

b ^  A
IN

Date. 31® 10, 41:
From S.B.N.O., Archangel. E3Cn.„ 1722
_______  Interdepartw*10"of Cypher (ITT.-1 oy W/T
Addressed Admiralty,

Naval 64 for War Transport, from MACIjAY last 
paragraphs of your 234-2A Oor.ober pi+tho Turn table and 
ramp discharging gear net practicable for following
reasons, „ ,, ^(a) Height cf quay above low water only eboux 7 ieet,

and 4 feet"high water
(b) Eamt) would be dangerously h:o.-h 101* handling tanKs 

under ice (?and) snow condition: also would inter! ere
with general working of quay,

(c) If ships gear can handle heavy lifts „heoe can now 
be placed direct on to railway whole length of
Bak'narista Quay. oV. QEarnestly hope P0Q»3 will contain more shipo 

with heavy derricks as P.Q.2 has about 200 heavy lifts 
to be lifted on to barge by 2 floating cranes of whicn 
only 1 can properly plumb hatch. These same cranes then 
periodically required to shift and lift from 
railway trucks during which time ohip s kept waiting a d
s low despatch inevitable. / +r»(d) Intend to try to run tan..3 from barge on to Quay 

and up ramp on to railway truck.
(e) Russians decline offer of fifty ton derrick.

10500/28
/ Arrangements for shipment of tanks.

1st L.
Is t S. L.
4-th S. L. V.C.N.S.A.C.N.S.(H)
a.c.n.s.(f) A.C.N.S.(t) (2)N. A. 1st S.L.
Ops (3)
O. D.(5) x D of P.(3)
D. T. D. (4) D.T.D.CTI)D. T.D. (O)

D of S.T.
D. N.I.(4)
M. (2)0. 1.0.(2)
A. E.(3)E. P.S.
Admiral Hermon Hodge
1. P.(3)W.D. —
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HOME COMMANDS.

28.10.1941.
Tuesday.

Shipping and Oonvoys-Gontd.
NORTHERN GEM reports position at 1040A 092°Barra Head, speed 7. 9 Ships in sight.
(ARABIS 1340A/28 to MALCOLM).
Report situation when clear of Minches.
(C. in C. W.A. 1910A/28 to MALCOLM).
Your 1426A/28. O.N. 30 8_hours late. Speed 5 
knots. Convoy stragglers 30 miles. Weather 
report.57° 58’ N. 05 54’ W. (MALCOLM 2001A/28).

Centre part passing j>3 buoy 1600. Speed 5 
knots. Convoy much scattered.
(GLEANER I63OA/28).
Your 15j>6. Commodore of E.C.90 now reports 
intention of heaving to off 35 Buoy as many ships are unmanageable and entering Pentland Firth 
at Pipp. (GLEANER 1830/28 to A.C.O.S.)
E.C.90 passing p4 buoy. Commodore intends 
heaving to leading ships ati>5 buoy to allow 
stragglers to catch up. Propose using route P 
tomorrow morning. (MAZURKA 1831A/28).
Your 1831A/28 approved. Cancel my 15^6/28.
Noss Head light ordered 5 minutes every half 
hour. (A.C.O.S. 1919/28 to MAZURKA).
My 1810/28. Convoy now heaving to off Noss 
Head uijtil daylight. (A.C.O.S. 1947/28 to 
LOCH M0NTEITH) . f* -
Your 1919/28. Proceeding vicinity ;>5 Buoy 04i»0/ 
29. E. T.A. Duncansby Head 0800/29.
(MAZURKA 2218A/28 to A.C.O.S.)

W.D 'Your 0941/21/10. DAGNY not arrived.
(N.C.S.0. Methil 1642/28).

N ,
WINCHESTER 1730. Van of F.S. No . £ 5 8 is at 62 C 
buoy with 7 ships making good 4 knots and unable 
to rejoin at Reassembly. SHEARWATER indicate 
number of ships seen on muster in addition to 
10 names passed to her by WALLACE.
(WALLACE 1835A/28)
WALLACE'S 1835/28. 6 ships seen. S.S. DAGENHAM
in company. Proceeding Humber.S.S. TREHATA,
E.T.A."Humber L.V. 2230A/.
(SHEARWATER 2007A/28) . f>.
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Shipping and Convoys-Contd.
H.X. 155. H.X. 155 scattered by gale. Commodore and 1 7

Merchant ships in company. E.T.A. Loch Ewe 1000. 
Escorted by VANOC. Clyde portion escorted by 
VOLUNTEER. Liverpool portion escorted by GENTIAN. 
CAMPANULA and HONEYSUCKLE proceeding independently with 9 and 1U Merchant ships respectively.
(VANOC 1915A/28).
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28.10.19U1.
Tuesday.

Raider Situation.

1. A.M. 23U2/21 and 113UA/22. U.S.N. Tanker 
PATOKA sighted unidentified ship 06° L V  S.,
3U° 26* W . , on 22/10. Possibly supply ship.
2. On 1U/10 BIRMINGHAM received a transmission 
possibly from enemy unit within 50 miles of 
19° S., 37° W. Possibility that transmission 
emanated from one of H.M. Ships at much greater 
distance cannot be ignored.
3. Swedish PACIFIC arrived. Dutch OLIVIA made 
unspecified type distress message on 20/10 from 
01° N., 55° E. No confirmatory evidence of 
Raider in Indian Ocean.
L. On 6/10 British ID0MENEU8 in 39° S., 158° W. 
heard Q distress message estimated within 200 
miles. Only ship knov/n to be in area was 
EMPIRE STARLIGHT due Panama 28/10. On 1/10 
Auckland intercepted probable raider - supply 
ship intercommunication and U/10 D/F indicated 
German unit probably E. of New Zealand.
5. WARRIOR arrived Rangoon without calling 
Capetown.
(D.D.I.C. , 211+2A/28)

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

There is no stock of engine lubricating oil at 
Ponta Delgada. Request ships calling here be 
warned accordingly.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 103U/28 to Admty).

French CAUDEBEC. (N.C.S.O. Lisbon, 1135/28).

RORQUAL sailed 11L5A/28 routed through position 
(A) 350°. Spartel 10 miles (b ) 036° 35* N.,
007° 00' W., (C) 180° St. Vincent Cape 20 miles 

(D) 038° 15’ N., 010° !|0 • W. , 10£ knots.
Estimate position RORQUAL at 2000A/28 is 036°
25' N., 006° U2‘ W.
(2) ALOUETTE keep 20 miles Northward RORQUAL'S 
route. (3) ALOUETTE acknowledge forthwith. 
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1202A to Admty, 120LA/28 to 
ALOUETTE).

/Following,
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North Atlantic.
Following movements may affect you.
(i) VIDETTE 037° 00’ 012° 05’ to (Gibraltar?) 
15 knots.
(ii) WISHART 032° 21* 015° 00* through 039° 
00* (015?) 00’ thence 122° 14 knots.
(F.O.C.N. A. , 1836A/28 to RORQUAL)

DUNCAN by night remains with H. G.75 convoy 
until prudent limit of endurance (?and) then 
proceed Ponta Delgada to fuel. E.T.A. Ponta 
Delgada is to be reported when 100 miles clear 
of convoy. (F.O.C.N.A., 1228A/28 to DUNCAN)

When (?entering) harbour MALAYA took a sheer 
ramming HOEGH HOOD at 53 berth detached mole.
(ii) HOEGH HOOD broke adrift rammed CLAN 
MACDONALD at 52 berth.
(iii) MALAYA small holes in forecastle, sheet 
plating broken repair completes 29/10.
(iv) CLAN MACDONALD. Repair to make seaworthy 
completes 31/10.
(v) H'6EGH HOOD extensively damaged ?upper deck 
level. At least 6 weeks work to repair.
Fuller report follows.
(F.O.C.N. A., 12 30A/28)

Pass 037° 00* 001° 00’ E., and 035° 42* 003° 
00’ W. Arrive off Europa Point not later than 
1800 1st. If unable to comply arrive 0800 
2nd report your intentions on crossing 001° E. 
At your discretion report P.C. and S. of A. on 
crossing 007° E.
Shift normal W/T watch to Gibraltar broadcast 
44-. 8 k/cs at 0600 31st.
Total bombing restrictions arranged.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1408A/28 to TETRARCH)

202 Squadron one Catalina escort to Tanker 
DINGLEDALE (from S.W. to Gib) 0930 to 1700 area 
covered 35.20 N. , 07.50 W. to 35.50 N. , 06.40 W. 
209 Squadron one Catalina escort to C/V 0S9G 
1600 to 2245 area covered 36.46 N. , 15*46 W. 
to 36.35 N., 14. 50 W.
807 Squadron one Fulmar search for EMPIRE 
GUILLEMOT. 1930 to 1230. Area covered Gib. 
to 0200 W. (200 Group, 1720/28)

/3URVTLLE
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

SURVILLE.
N o rth  A t l a n t i c .  -  C on td .
My 1 701 /26  f i n a l  lo a d in g  s t i l l  d e la y e d  due to  
w e a th e r  p ro b a b ly  s a i l i n g  3 0 /1 0  p o s s ib ly  p .m ./2 9 .  (N .A . L is b o n , 1 758 /23  to  F .O .C . N .A .)

S p a n ishp r o t e s t . My 0 0 2 0 /2 3 . Embassy h a s  now r e c e iv e d  v e r b a l  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  e n t r y  i n t o  Momifa p o r t  n ig h t  o f  O c to b e r  1 1 th  o f  M.L. w ith  no l i g h t s .  I t  i s  s t a t e d  t h e r e  w ere p e o p le  on b r id g e  one o f  whom u se d  a  hand  to r c h  to  i d e n t i f y  S p a n ish  N aval Tug. R .16.
I  h av e  b e e n  in t o  t h i s  th o ro u g h ly  a t  M in is t r y  o f  M arine  and s e e n  r e p o r t  w h ich  i s  m ost p o s i t i v e  a b o u t w hole a f f a i r .
M in is te r  o f  M arine  in f rm s  me he h a s  now r e c e iv e d  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from  A lg e c i r a s  on d i s c u s s io n s  a b o u t d e p th  c h a rg e s  e t c .  and t h a t  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x c e p t on  c e r t a i n  p o in t s  he  p ro p o s e s  to  e x p la in  to  me b e f o r e  I  le a v e  f o r  G i b r a l t a r  
tom orrow . (N .A. M ad rid , 1803/28  to  F .O .C .N .A .)

/

S h ip p in gR o u te s .

S o u th  A t l a n t i c .
R ef. A.M. 0 0 0 1 /1 /5 A l  s e c t i o n  k  p a r a ,  12 r e g u e s t  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  may b e  c a n c e l le d .(C . in  C. S.A . , 1150N/28 to  Admty)

Convoy
S . L . 9 1 .

My 2220N /26. S even  s h ip s  d id  n o t a r r i v e .  (N .C .SO . F re e to w n , 12ii8N/28 t o  A dm ty).

O i l e r s . My 1 4 3 1 /2 8 /^ v y i th  O i l e r s  now a v a i l a b l e  a t  F ree to w n  do n o t  c o n s id e r  RAPIDOL can  a lw ays be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  ECHODALE may a t  any  t im e  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  o p e r a t io n s  i n  S o u th  A t l a n t i c  and to o  g r e a t  u se  o f  DEWDALE and ENERDALE i n t e r f e r e s  w ith  t r a i n i n g .  Two l a t t e r  a r e  n o t s u i t a b l e  a s  M o b ile  O i l e r s .
A lso  c o n s id e re d  im p o r ta n t  to  have  O i l e r  a t  B a th u r s t  i f  f u e l l i n g  o f  e s c o r t s  a t  sea c o n te m p la te d  a s  a r o u t i n e .  A d d i t io n a l  s m a ll  o i l e r  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e d  a t  F ree to w n .
(C . i n  C. S .A . , A 36 N /2 8  to  A dm ty).

/M ovem ents
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
Movements of
Shins on W. 
African coast.

Your 2855A/20 para. 8.
Consider A/S escort should he sufficient hut 
additional cover hy a cruiser will he given if 
not required for more important duties.
(C. in C. S.A. , 15U5N/28 to Admty).

Troon
Transport.

Proposals re C.M.21, etc.
(P.S.T.O. Simonstown, 1707B/28 to D. of S.T.)

WARSPITE
Programme.

Please pass following to F. 0. Force G., on 
arrival:- "Contents of Admty 2201/27 to 
WARSPITE".
(D.O.D. (F), 1739A/28 to C. in C. S.A.)

Air A.H.Q. West Africa came into being with effect 
from 22/10. Air Commodore E. A. B. Rice C.B. E. 
M.C. assumed command of R.A.F. West Africa with 
effect from same date.
(Air Ministry, 2022/28).

EURYALUS.
EEYTHROP.

(?Capetown) departure 28/10 (i) 1507Z, 
EURYALUS for Momhasa, S. of A. 20 knots, 
E.T.A. (?06)00Z/3/H (ii) 1619Z HEYTHROP for 
Durban, S. of A., 13 knots, E.T.A.0500Z/31. 
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 2207Z/28 to Admty etc).

S.S. GENERAL Cancel kAA.l^khk/21 • Ship is not to he 
intercepted on this voyage.
(A. C.N. S. (F), 22R3A/28 to F. O.I.C. Simons town)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

P.31.
Medi t erranean.
P.31 leaves 035° 51* 015° 13' approx. 2000A/29 
on course 30°.
(Capt. (S) 10, 1020A/28 2135B/28 UNBEATEN).

Air
Operations.

(1) Night October 25/26.
2. F.A.A. Albacores dropped flares to illuminate 
Bardia Harbour for bombardment by H.M. Ships, 
aircraft also bombed coast defence and A.A. 
guns on Southern Headland at entrance to 
harbour bombs straddling latter.
Night October 26/27. U Wellingtons made high 
level attack on Benghazi Harbour bombs bursting 
on Cathedral Llole and buildings in town North 
of it.
Day 27/10. During morning 9 Marylands bombed 
railway sidings and bases of Cathedral and 
Central Moles Benghazi from 19,000 feet, bombs 
burst on railv/ay sidings and workshops starting 
a fire at latter and straddled Governorate and 
Military buildings behind Central Mole.
(H.Q. , R.A.F. , M.E. , 1118/28).
Patrol Cagliari Naples sighted 1205 hours 1 
submarine on surface 075°. Cape Carronara 
U5 miles course 06U° 5 knots.
(H. Q., R.A.F. , Malta, 2133/28).

AETOS. Following programme for Greek Destroyer AETOS 
is intended. (From Alexandria 12/10 to Aden 
17/10) (C. in C. Med., 113UB/28).

CLAN
FERGUSON, 
SYDNEY STAR.

Reference my 113UA/25 and Admty’s 11U9A/25* 
Weather appears to be now breaking. I am not 
clear whether CLAN FERGUSON is to remain at 
Malta for an indefinite period. T should be 
glad of a decision whether SYDNEY STAR now 
repaired should be sailed as opportunity occurs. 
(V.A. Malta, 1210A/28) Reply: 0012 /29)

Turkish
defences.

Admty. 1819A/20 to C. in C. Med., anticipate 
manning Turkish defences by British personnel. 
This would be an exceedingly delicate proposition 
to put and a most difficult one to justify. It 
is considered during peace time Turks should 
take over control station after training period. 
(N.A. Angora, 12/+8B/28 to C. in C. Med) Reply 
1602/30.

/FI GBE.

\
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.10.19U1. Tuesday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Dutch Charge D ’Affaires at Djedda reports three 
vessels reached (?beached) and scuttled about 
20* south of Djedda. One vessel is destroyer 
TIGRE. Further report is required as to 
possibilities of salvage. Vessels reported 
undamaged. Charge D ’Affaires says it would 
be necessary to negotiate with Ibn Saud for 
acquisition if salvage is considered 
practicable.(Director of Salvage, 1529A/28 to 
F.O.C. Red Sea)

My 1621B/27 at 0800B/28. Convoy of 2 (?ships) 
in 031° 3 0 ’ 017° 0 6’ course 090° speed 6 .5  knots. 
(Capt. (S) 1, 15U1B/28 to THRASHER).

Italian cruiser believed to be at sea probably 
from Taranto.
(Capt. S.10. , 1829A/28 to 10 S.M. F. , TRUSTY, 
THRASHER)

Proposals for delivery of new destroyers and 
submarines. (N.A. Angora, 1843B/28, from Adm. 
-Kelly, to Admty). See Lion Copy.



— ____ I.D.V. BY C A B L E __________________________
Addressed Admiralty. Repeated C. in G. Mediterranean, 
H.M. Ambassador Angora,

Following from Admiral Kelly.
For First Sea Lord. Tried to clear up very 

involved Turkish proposal with- Asim Gunduz. It is 
that we should detach at once two destroyers and two 
S/Ms. Turks would alter contract delaying delivery 
of remainder for one year, during which time we would 
probably use them, If this became public they would 
lodge official protest, and nobody but Government 
would know our'action has been taken with their tacit 
approval.

They suggest names of ships could be altered so 
that nobody would know and i cannot say if this would be 
practicable; if not i see no advantage in this 
Oriental proposal over a straightforward requisition 
after we have done our utmost to deliver first four.

I made it quite clear, which he accepted, that 
immediate delivery would mean as soon as possible, there 
could be no question of delivering _ them at about 
the same time, probably over a period of about six 
months.

I suggested possibility with the altered contract 
of four remaining ships being replaced by more or less 
similar vessels which could be completed by delayed date, 
hill you let me know whether something on these lines
would be feasible.

In his objection to my original proposal Secretary 
General said most definitely to - me that Turkish Government, 
would never accept delivery of vessels after they bad 
been used by us, and now he fathers an exactly similar 
suggestion."

1st Lord , No A. 1 S»L0 Adv. copy Ist S.L.
1st S,L. P.A.S.(S)
2nd S.L, D. of P„(2) D, A./S.W. E.P.S.
3rd S.L. D.O.D.(F) I.P.(2) N.I.D.10
V.C.N.S. D.D.OoD.(F) V/.D. Ad, H. Hodge.
A.C.NcS.(H) D. 0.1). (H) D.G.(2) D.D.O.D. (M)
A.G.N.S.(VO D.D.O.D. (H) Hd. of M.(6) for action
A.O.N.S.(F) D.N.I.(4) D.T.S.D.

D.D.I.C.
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. East Indies.

Panamanian ANNA MARCOU made an S.O.S. Distress 
signal at 2221Z/26 when in 08° 40' N., 50°
40' E., reported herself in trouble and asked 
for tow. Hospital ship LLANDOVERY CASTLE has 
taken ANNA MARCOU in tow and expects to arrive 
Aden P.M./30.
(C. in C.E.I., 0450Z/28 to Adty.)

GUARDIAN considers with (? 8) nets available 
here no difficulty should arise in laying 
baffle C. in approx., position as laid down in 
Admty. , 1502/30/8, but additional nets are being- 
taken in case survey (? shows) alterations to 
be necessary.
(ii) I therefore intend following programme for 
GUARDIAN (A) 1/11, leave Colombo route 
(corrupt group) defences (B) 4/11, commence 
survey for Baffle C and laying in order D,C,A,B, 
BB (c) (?December) 15 approx., laying programme 
(? completed). GUARDIAN return to Colombo to 
embark nets for Nancowry proceeding thence as 
ordered by C. in C. China.
(C. in C.E.I., 1140Z/28 to Admty.)

Your 1832/23. (a) 15/12 (b) 15/11, (c) 11/11.
(C.‘in C.E.I., 1144Z/28 to Adty.)

1 Submarine found Jibuti harbour. 
(A.H.Q., Aden 1754/28.)

Your 0506Z/11. U.8. Authorities advise that
U.S. Consuls are now utilising a more secure 
code than formerly for reporting movements 
of U.S. merchant vessels and a still more secure 
system will be introduced in near future.
General question of instructions to Masters and 
owners regarding security of transmission of 
messages is under active consideration by U.S. 
authorities. Their decision will be promulgated 
in due course.
(A.C.N.S.(T) 2027A/28 to C. in C.E.I.)



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Sarawak 
oil fields.

tytujs.

PRINCE
HENRY.

CIRCASSIA
VAN
KIN3BERGEN.

Corvettes
refitting.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

689
28.10.1941.
Tuesday.

China.
Your 1936/1. Request early decision whether 
or not Sarawak oil fields are to he completely 
closed down.
2. About 80$ surplus equipment and personnel 
has now been removed to Singapore and this 
should be completed in a fortnight.
3. If present production is to continue:-
(a) remaining well could be plugged and plant 
immobilised in one week vide my 0351/9.
(b) plant could be immobilised but well not 
repeat not plugged in 8 hours.
4. In view of exposed position of Seriafield 
and as troops for its defence are not available 
above warning cannot be relied upon.
5. Only sure way of denying oil to enemy is 
therefore to close down fields completely.
(C. in C. China 0511Z/28 to Adty.)
L ) //MHf
£ b l ■

America & West Indies.
Leave Bermuda 30/10 and proceed by most direct 
route to Halifax so as to arrive 1/11.
(C. in C.A.W.I., 09320/28 to PRINCE HENRY.)

Departure 28/10 CIRCASSIA, VAN KINSBERGEN, in 
accordance with your 1212Q/18.
(N.C.S.O. Port of Spain 0935Q/28 to C. in C. A.Til)

N.S.H.Q., Ottawa’s 1559/21. B.A.R.M. is 
requested to confirm the date when MAYFLOWER^ and 
EYEBRIGHT will be required at American Y a r d . ^ - ?•? 
2. It is desired to prepare a programme which 
will:-(a) always have 2 corvettes refitting in U.S.A.
(b) provide these corvettes from the British 
owned ships of N.F.E.F. manned by R.N. and 
R.C.N. in order to avoid time wasted giving 
preliminary leave and on passage by corvettes 
from U.K.
(c) give preference to these which need 
reconstruction of forecastle and bridges where 
other considerations permit.

/3. Free



MOST SECRET

690

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.10.1941.
Tuesday.

Corvettes 
refitting 
(Contd.~)

America & West Indies.
3. Free French corvettes are not to be sent to 
U.S.A. to refit. B.A.R.M. is however requested 
to state reason given for exclusion of these 
British owned vessels from Lease Lend arrange
ment s.
4. N.S.H.Q., Ottawa is requested to propose a 
programme which will meet the foregoing 
requirements as far as possible.
5. As Lease-Lend arrangements are not applicable 
to Canadian ships, it is proposed that refits of 
any Canadian manned R.N. Corvettes included in 
this programme should be regarded as Admiralty 
liability.
(Hd. of M. 1248A/28.)

PETUNIA. PETUNIA ha3 now awaited the arrival of tugs at
Julianehaab since 16/10. 8he is required for 
refit programme in U.K. N.S.H.Q., Ottawa is 
requested to report whereabouts of tugs. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1301A/29 to N.S.H.Q., Ottawa,
C. in C.W.A.)

M a y f l o w e r
l-yg£gi4HT

s .s .s t e?:l
ENGINEER.

Suspicious
sailing
vessel.

Your 1559Z/21.
MAYFLOWER Job No. S 223 and EYEBRIGHT S 224 can 
be accepted as proposed. EYEBRIGHT can be 
taken about 14/11 as requested in C.C.N.F., 
1445Z/27.
(B.A.R.M., Washington 1314R/28 to N.S.H.Q.,uttawa.

My 2311R/26. Ship reported at Puget Sound. 
(S.O.(l) Jamaica 1508R/28.)

• ?

Adty., 1146/9/41. MALVINA (Dutch) reports 0900/12 
in 043 06 N., 034 40 W., one sailing vessel 
three masts 250 tons course N.E. no other 
details.
( S.0.(i)Jamaica 1522R/28.)

Canadian Grateful for earliest information as to
corvettes for anticipated time O.N. convoy Canadian corvettes 
Q.N.convoy. ex Tobermory will be sailed so that arrangements 

for their successors can be made.
(C.C.N.F., 1534Z/28 to F.O.I.C., Greenock,
Cdre, WESTERN ISLES.)

u/J) •ACADIA. Your 1152N/23. ACADIA’s future movements not
yet known. Escort is returning to Recife. 
(B.A.D., Washington 1733R/28 to C. in C.S.A.)

/ S . S . HATASU. . .
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America & West Indies. Contd.
S.S.HATASU Your 1740A/23/9 HATASU has not arrived this
( sunk 2/10.) side.

(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa 2137Z/28 to Adty.)
H*-

PIETRO Departure 27/10. - Norfolk.
CAMPAHELLA. (Baltimore 2317Z/27.)
(Italian.)

i
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships attacked.

The following has "been read 41-17 N. 21-40 W. 
ULEA torpedoed. (Liverpool W/T 0420/28).
ULEA torpedoed and sank immediately at 0012Z/28 
in 041° 13' N. 021° 38* W. 9 of her crew saved. 
One U-Boat known from H/F d/f to have been in 
close proximity, but contact was not made before 
or after the attack, General shortage of depth 
charges illuminants and fuel is developing. 
LAMERTON in company. DUNCAN leaves noon today. 
Weather report 2785 6865 0704.
(ROCHESTER IOOOZ/ 2 8  to C. in C. W.A.)
Following is BLUEBELL’S 1110/28 addressed 
ROCHESTER (begins) Information re ULEA from 
survivors. U-boat approached on surface from 
astern. One starboard side machine gun was 
turned on U-boat and attempt to ram made. Ship 
was torpedoed on starboard side amidships whilst 
turning. (ROCHESTER 1205Z/28 to C. in C. W.A.)

My 1057/27. HATASU torpedoed while in convoy 
about 2000/2 approx 600 miles East of Cape Race.
r-°  ------------------------------------- -  - - - - - -  ■  '  -

Submarines Reported.

D/F bearings on 7640 KC/s at 08542/28 indicate 
that a German U-boat is in the immediate vicinity 
of Convoy O.N. 28 and may have reported the 
convoy. (D.D.I.C. 1123A/28 to Opnav).

One submarine on the surface bearing 210° 6 
miles, course unknown,position 42° 5 ’ N. 21° 50’ W. 
(DUNCAN 1233/28 to Gibraltar w/t ). 4 ^  o ,U 0 )> c , ^ .

Estimated U/B dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1328A/28).

Enemy S/M in position 60° 24’ N. 17° 55’ W. 
was sighted on surface and observed to dive on 
a course 290° speed 10 knots.
(A/C 1340/28, HECLA 1906Z/28 to KINGCUP).

/1214
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

1211*.
Submarines Reported-Contd.
12 (Corrupt groi# fix Italian U-boat 67 N. on 
8520 KC/s at 1211+ within 30 miles 1+2.00 N. 21.00 
W. (P.O.C.N.A. 1611+A/28 to Escorts of H.G. 75).

16/10. B.N.L.O. West Africa reports Spanish ALDECOA 
reports being stopped on 16/10 by Submarine of unknown nationality inbalculated position 10°
15* N. 17° 30’ W. Submarine had two guns, crew in shorts. (C. in C. S.A. 1733N/28 to Adty.)

1917 G.M.T. Serial 7 O.N. 28, Serial 11 H.X. 1 5 6 , Serial 
11+ S.C.50. D/F Bearings on 8j>65 KC/s at 1917 
G.M.T. indicated that convoys O.N. 28 or S.C.50 
or H.X. 1 5 6 may have been reported by a German 
U-boat. (Opnav 2215/28 to For Action Cmdre 
Task Unit No. 1+.1.3. No. 1+.1.6. Gmdre Task Unit No. 1+.1.13.)
Submarines Attacked.

By A/C. Wellington A/C D/221 attacked at 1337/28 U/B 
first sighted on the surface, co. 290°, 60.21+ N. 
17.55 W., 375' W.N.W. of Butt of Lewis. (D.S. 
785, 29/1 0).

By H.M.C.S. 
MORDEN.

MORDEN reports 5155* N. 5510* W. attacking Submarine, 
have dropped two patterns. Distinctly saw Oil 
slick. T.0.0. 11+35Z/28. Ends.
(C.U.N.F. 1659Z/28 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa I8I+5Z/2 8).
C.C. Newfoundland 1659Z/28 passed for 
information. (C.O.A.C. 1914Z/28 to Admty.Opnav).

By A/C.
Following has been read.
Am over enemy S/M in 59.05 N. (? 12) 28 W. enemy 
S/M was sighted on surface and observed to 
submerge when first sighted was on course 330°. 
Have attacked with (? deoth charges) and estimate 
(? 2 hits) T.C. 98 29 22"P.
(A/C No. 2 of 15 Group 161+0/28).
W.D. Note - D.S. 785 gives position 59.55 N., 
1 9 . 2 8 W., 1+1 5 ' W.x. N. of Butt of Lewis.

/By
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Submarines Attacked-Contd.

Your 1288/28 understood. Am rejoining convoy. 
Intend to part convoy 0800Z/29th. My 1253 no 
certain result only 5depth charges left. My 
position 02+1° 52' N. 022° 00' W.
(DUNCAN 1701Z/28 to F.O.C.N.A.)
DUNCAN attacked U/B sighted on surface at 
approx 1500/28 in 2+2.01 N., 21.52+ W. , 600' W. 
of Vigo. (D.S. 785). jt» 4 i_

At 12+30/28 U.S. Task Force attacked possible 
P/S and contact with 10 D/C's. No result 
observed. (D.S. 785). %
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
Four T.S.D.S. Fleet destroyers are to join 
PRINCE OF WALES (Flag-ship of C. in C. Eastern 
Fleet) Two of these ELECTRA and EXPRESS are 
accompanying her from U.K. and C. in C. Med., 
is to send two T.S.D. S Fleet destroyers to join 
her at Trincomalee by 1/12.

The C. in C. Soviet Northern Fleet proposes 
to sail a S/M today to operate at Vest Fiord.

The northerly gale continues to disorganise 
shipping movements. Convoy F.N.39 is postponed 
2k hours, F.S.33 is cancelled, W.N.98 hove to 
in the early hours north of the Orkneys. F. N.38 
is scattered. Many ships did not sail for 
convoys, and others have put in to harbour for 
Shelter.

F. S.(>3k is cancelled on account of lack of escorts.

WOLFE is not now to be returned to trade but 
is to be fitted out as a S/M depot ship.

(Corvette) escorting 0.N.31 was damaged about 
1800 in collision in the North Channel and ret 
to Liverpool.

British Air Operations.
13 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked Cherbourg 
docks last night.

9 Hudsons of 220 Squadron Coastal Command .to
night attacked shipping off Aalesund and claim 
to have hit 7 ships including one escort. One 
ship is claimed as sunk and tv/o others as left 
sinking. The harbour works, a fish oil factory, 
and W/T station were also attacked.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mining.
The majority of the ports were open today 
some with restrictions, e.g. Cardiff* Penarth, 
Newport and Barry which are closed at night.

North Atlantic.

S.S. SARASTONE and BARON NEWLANDS were attacked 
just off the mouth of the Huelva at 2300 today 
hy a P. W. aircraft which came from land. 
SARASTONE was sunk by direct hit miles from 
shore. BARON NEWLANDS was then attacked while 
still in the channel, but drove off the enemy 
and was undamaged.

Mediterranean.
Details of destroyer reinforcements for 
C. in C. Med., are given in Admty. 0155A/29.

12 Blenheims attacked the Marina di Catanzaro 
today.

This ship, which sailed from Malta at 1000/22 
for Gibraltar has not arrived at Gibraltar 
and air reconnaissance has failed to locate 
her. The Italians claimed to have sunk a 
vessel on 24/10 west of Gali^ta Island by 
torpedo from an aircraft about the time EMPIRE 
GUILLEMOT should have been in that position.
20 survivors were picked up off Bona, Algeria.

/Libya
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
Six Wellingtons kept up a nuisance raid on 
Tripoli for about 8 hours today.

There was an air raid on Alexandria from 1900 
to 2015, by about 12 aircraft. There were no 
Naval casualties or damage.

Australia.
The number of mines accounted for up to the 
middle of August 19WL is reported to be as
follows
Cape Otway. io
Wilsons Promontory 19
N.S.W. 9
S. Australia 10
W. Australia l
Tasmania i

50

\
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Port Edgar
Patrol
Boats.

1

A.L. M 016681 /I4.I of 25th October following 
action is to be taken forthwith: -
(1) Inshore auxiliary patrol is to be withdrawn 
and boats prepared for disposal as ordered in 
Admiralty letter.
(2) Para. 8. M. F. V.’s in category B are to be 
retained until orders for their return to their 
owners are received.
(3) Para. 9. N.A. B. in category B are to be 
laid up and reduced to C and M forthwith.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1036/29)

Flag of My flag will be transferred to MENESTHEUS 
A.M./30. (R.A.M. , 1217A/29)

Scapa
D. C. Target 
Wit. —

Your 2256A/21/9.
1. Approved in principle to establish a base 
at Scapa for operation of D. C. Target unit. 
(Vice Controller, 1617A/29 to C. in C. H.F.)

WOLFE. WOLFE is not now to be returned to trade but 
is to be fitted out as Submarine Depot Ship. 
Ship is to be retained at Southampton until 
port at which, she is to be fitted out has been 
decided. (Head of M. 2155A/29).

Icebreaker
situation.

Following for Maclay.
Your 3 para. 1 9. Russian Ambassador has 
indicated that he is still thinking in terms 
of about fifty ships per month to Archangel.
On practicability of this being questioned 
Ambassador stated that all icebreakers usually 
operating on north about route Archangel - 
Vladivostok would be concentrated at Archangel. 
He anticipated ten icebreakers available but 
could certainly guarantee 8/10. In view of the 
above please do your best ascertain actual 
icebreaker situation and cable details .
(D. of S.T. , 2359A/29 to IT.C.S.O. Archangel).

Use of 
Murmansk.

Co-operation with Russia.
Naval 81. For War Transport from Maclay Tel. No. 
0013.Your 2 2 h b / l Q R.A.F Wing now reports regarding 
use of Murmansk railway as follows (quoted). 
Russian authorities Archangel at my request are 
asking Moscow to reconsider possibility of using 
Murmansk even for occasional or emergency convoys 
So ihr impossible to obtain advice regarding 
capacity of railway as Russians here unwilling 
to discuss unless Moscow agrees to principles. 
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1820C/29 to Admty).

/10
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HOME COMMANDS.

Co-operation with Russia. - Contd.

10 CHUKA class submarine U02 torpedoed and sank 
U,000 ton unescorted M/V on 17/10 in 70° 20* N. , 
22° 09' E. Traffic continuing to use passage 
south of Sildin Island, and Stjernsund.
Admiralty pass to F.O.S.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 15U2C/29).

Movements.

SEAWOLF escorted by CUTTY SARK bound through 
North Channel for Scapa may be met during the 
night. (C. in C. W.A. , 0359A/29 to CH A R L E S T O N

O.lU is to seaward of you and considers you 
may be too close inshore.
(A.C.O.S., 0UU7A/29 to LOCH IvIONTEITH).

Intend sailing EAGLE escorted by BURZA for 
Liverpool passing Clyde boom 1800A/30.
E.T.A. Bar L.V. 1200A/31.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 102UA./29). also

RAMILLIES’ refit is to be extended as far as 
will allow her to arrive Scapa on 19/11 for 
short work up. (A.C.N.S. F. , 1105A/29 to 
P.O.I.C. Liverpool)

(i) Intend to sail LA CAPRICIEUSE at 2000A/1
to R/V with RORQUAL in 250° Trevose Head 10 miles 
at 07U5A/3 and escort her to Holy Loch. E.T.A. 
Holv Loch 1600A/U.
(ii) N.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to arrange 
Fighter co-operation. Speed of Advance 12 
knots. (Capt. S.3*> 1109A/29).

ARETHUSA is to be sailed for Rosyth at 0100/1. 
N.O.I.C. Tyne is requested to sail LAIRDS ISLE 
and 1 Escort Force, Rosyth destroyer as S.A. 
escort to ARETHUSA. (C. in C. Rosyth, 1111/29).

/SUNEI SH,



MOST SECRET.

War Diary,

SUNFISH.

EAGLE.

ELECTRA.
EXPRESS.

OTWAY.

JAY.

A M C .'s

P. 35,

Escorts for 
ARGUS and 
RODNEY.

29.10.1941. 
-Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

700

Movements. - Contd.
Your 1650A/28. Concur, but SUNFISH and 
escort should be sailed to join F.SA38 in 
daylight A.M./5 in the vicinity of Whitby. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1113/29).

A.T.1944A/21 and A. T. 1849A/22. Date of 
completion postponed to 1/12.
(D. 0• D. P. , 1217A/29) . S*. «...

Two and half hours delay in commencement of 
fuelling. Hope to sail both ships at (1700?) 
G.M. T. (ELECTRA 13402/29 to S.O. Force G).

N.O.I.C. Greenock's 1714^/28. At 2200A/2 
intend to sail OTWAY escorted by KINGFISHER 
from Clyde to arrive at 075° Dunagree Point 8 
miles at 08C0A/3* N.O.I.C. Greenock is requested 
to sail OTWAY escorted to Campbeltown on 
completion of trials and to arrange fighter 
protection for both passages. (Capt. S.7*1416A/29)

My 0814/21. JAY, MYRLAND, and KENAST delayed 
Clyde pending repairs to JAY.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1644/29). */.so £ -

Destroyers meet A.M.Cs. in position X at 1430Z/31. 
Routed as in my 1151A/29.
(C. in C. W.A. , 2115A/29 to VANQUISHER).

P.O.S. 2241A/29. Intend to sail P.35 escorted 
by LOCH MONTEITH for Scapa 1800A/30. E.T.A. 
1400A/31. C. in C. Rosyth is requested to 
arrange fighter protection.
(Capt. S.9. , 2301A/29).
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Operations.
Postponed for further 2k hours. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 0909A/29).

Intend sailing HAVELOCK and HARVESTER a.m./30 
in accordance with C. in C. W.A.’s 16U1A/26. 
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 0957A/29)
Your 1525A/28/10. Following accommodation is 
available:-
Officers 28, N.C.Os. 16 others 80.
It is regretted that no increase on these 
numbers can be accepted as owing to increase 
in ship’s complorient the essential services of 
this ship under above conditions are gravely 
overburdened.
(ARGUS, 1019/29 to Admty).
C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail ARGUS, ATHENE, 
and LAFOREY from Clyde P.M./l for Gibraltar. 
LAPOREY is to join Force H on arrival.
2. ARGUS will carry 2 operational Swordfish 
aircraft.
3. Speed of ATHENE 16 knots.
U. P. O.C.N. A. is requested to arrange with 
P. 0. Force H to sail RODNEY for U.K. escorted 
by 3 destroyers to meet ARGUS convoy at R/V ”K" 
when escorts will be exchanged.
5. P. O.C.N.A. is requested to propose R/V "K".
6. C. in C. W.A. is requested to provide 
additional escort of 3 destroyers for ARGUS 
convoy who will escort RODNEY to U.K. from
R/V "K"• (A.C.N.S. P. , 1037/29). ^

TRIDENT sails Polyarno for patrol Svaholthavet 
p.m./30th. Carrying 12 torpedoes only, as no 
external torpedoes were included among 32 
torpedoes received from convoy P. Q. 1.
Following S.Ps. held. (S.B.N.O. North Russia, 
lUUOC/29).

British Air Activity.
Admiralty U9/G5/29/11. New area for moonlight 
Rover patrol proposed as follows - Thornaby to 
VCKL U500 to RLUB 0530 to Thornaby. This to be 
started as soon as weather permits, number of 
A/C and time of patrol at your discretion.
(18 Group 1125/29 to Thornaby).

/V. R. U .......
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British Air Activity.
Patrols
Contd.

P.R.U. of Aalsund - Bergen - Hag^esund - 
Stavanger has taken off.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 12 32/29).

"Mosquito"
azS T

Are now operating from Wick and may be seen 
between that station and Norway and anywhere in 
the Orkneys and Shetlands Command.
(2) Description is as follows.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1330A/29 to Home Fleet).

Bombing
Operations.

On day 28/10 there were no operations owing to 
weather. On night 28/29 thirteen A/C bombed the 
docks at Cherbourg. Results not observed. 
(H.Q.B.C., 1800/29).

Mining.
Bristol 
Channel.

My 1039A/28. Swansea Bay Ports and Llanelly 
are open to all incoming traffic and ships 
may be sailed to Westward without restrictions. 
Cardiff Penarth Newport and Barry are open until 
1800 today Wednesday. Avonmouth is open for 
sailings to Westward only and incoming traffic 
until 1800 today Wednesday. All ports East 
of Avonraouth, Watchet and River Parrett Ports 
remain closed. Shipping for ports East of 
Port Talbot may be routed to Barry Roads 
provided arrival is made between 1100 and 1800 
daily. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 102^/29).

S.N. 83 A. 
SHEFFIELD.

R.A. (M) 1653A/28. SHEFFIELD is to sail from 
Scapa as necessary to R/V with R.A.(M) at 0900A/ 
31 and is to provide cover for minelayers 
during operations S.N.83 A.
(ii) R.A.(M) is requested to detach SHEFFIELD 
to Scapa when no longer required.
(C. in C. H. F. , 1112A/29 to SHEFFIELD.)

•

A Line of mines has been laid by Soviet submarine 
in Mageroy Sund between 70° 57' N., 25° 57’ E., 
and 70° 55-V N., 25° 50’ E.
TRIDENT has been informed. Admiralty pass to 
R.A. (S). (S.B.N.0. North Russia 1509C/29).

0
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Navigational.
Sheringham
Buoy. Light extinguished.

(VIVIEN, 2115A/29) (C. in C. Nore, 2317A/29).

WINCHESTER. Casualties & Defects.Have developed heavy cloud in boiler feeding sys
tem apparently due to leaky condenser.
Require dockyard assistance. Am proceeding 
Humber. E.T.A. 0600 Humber Light Vessel.
(WINCHESTER, 01U5A/29)

WHITE BEAR. Has bad leak in engine room. Am returning to 
Scapa Plow. Submarine^ proceeding independently. 
-(’WHITE BEAR, OU31A/29J •Expect ’WHITE BEAR 0900A/29.
('WHITE BEAR, 0620A/29 to P.O.C.O.S.)

PLOTTA. Have grounded. (PLOTTA, 0522/29)
Position Rattray. (PLOTTA, 05U3/29).
Tug ATTENTIP escorted by H.M.T. WILLIAM BRADY sailed to Rattray to assist ship ashore.
(N. O.I.C. Peterhead, 0827/29).ATTENTIP returned to Peterhead. Reported losing 
pressure rapidly.
(N. O.I.C. Peterhead, 0901/29).PLOTTA escorting S.S. ST. MAGNUS stranded at 
0522/29 one mile north of Rattray. Crew being 
landed by Breeches Buoy.
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 1125/29).

BRABO Departure tug LADY BRASSEY to assist S.S. BRABO 
and to tow her to Southend. (P.O.I.C. Harwich, 
1118A/29).

AURANIA. Admiralty's 21U8A/26. Salvage Company are 
lightening AURANIA to draught of 33 feet forward 
preparatory to docking in floating dock at 
Greenock, where patch will be fitted to enable 
ship to proceed to another port for permanent 
repairs. (S.O.W.P., 1150A/29).

•
CAMERA. Position 057° 29’ N., 020° 22' W. R.D.P. out 

of action. (CAi.EL̂ A, 1U10A/29).

/CELANDINE___
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CELANDINE.
Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
Damaged in collision. Returning to Harbour. 
(F. O.I.C. Liverpool, 1759A/29).

Steering gear broken down, requires immediate 
assistance, position 8 Hull buoy. Standing by. 
(SHEAR'WATER, 2320A/29).

Loaded N.O.I.C. Lochalsh reports
lighter sunk. One loaded lighter has sunk. R.A.(M) requires 

salvage if possible. Local assistance has 
been called for. (p.O.I.C. Greenock, 2336A/29).

Shipping & Convoys.
V/.N.98. W.N.98 has heaved to, estimated position 58°

45’ N. , 3° 33* W.
(QUADRILLE, 0130A/29).
Ships did not join owing to weather.
(N. C.S.O. Kirkwall, 1120A/29 to N. C.S.O. Oban) 
Eight ships of W.N. 98 in company with SWORD 
DANCE Passed 33 buoy 1700 eight knots. Pour 
ships considerable distance ahead.
QUADRILIE and remainder astern.
(GLEANER, 1705A/29.)

PNS39. Postponed 24 hours owing to continuing northerly
gales. (C. in C. Nore, 0944A/29).

F.Ni38.
F.N537.
TARON.

poRAUrtfoMeU {pjii)

Van of Convoy* Pilot'* was off Plamborough at 
0730/29, speed of advance 2 knots. WALLACE 
then had 6 ships in sight. MENDIP with 6 ships 
was at 62D Buoy at 0830. Speed 2 knots. Other 
ships are probably between those two positions. 
(C. in C. Nore, 0951A/29).
F.NJ&38. Six__ghips between 18. B and 18.D Buoys 
and S.Ss. (GLljj) TILLY and LJDQ LIBRA from P. Ni37. 
These ^iclude all ships bound north of Tyne 
excepf#bRANGE POWDER who was in touch last night 
and may be ahead. Convoy widely scattered and 
unable to reform until the weather moderates.
Am allowing ships to proceed independently at 
their best speed. WALLACE will escort special 
tanker TARON to Tyne and then collect 
northbound ships. Do not intend to leave TARON 
to muster rest of convoy. Suggest Tyne portion

/should
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Shipping & Convoys.
should not sail unless conditions improve and 
that MENDIP will not be required after Tyne 
for convoy of five ships. TARON’s position 
18.B Buoy 1200 making U knots.
(WALLACE, 1325A/29).
Your 1325A/29. MENDIP is to continue with 
convoy to Methil. No ships will join from 
Tyne Area Port. (C. in C. Rosyth, 183U/29 
to WALLACE)

My 16 1UA/28* and 171UA/28. Request you will sail 
S.S. NOTTINGHAM accordingly. Master has been 
instructed to report to you 2/11 NOTTINGHAM 
should be instructed on completion of 
trials to anchor at Moville for the night and 
proceed a.m./l+ to comply with Admiralty’s 
0001/1/5/U1.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, IOOAjA / 29 to N.C.S.0. Clyde)

My 1201/20/10. F.Sjb3U cancelled owing to lack 
of escorts. F. N.J39 postponed 2b hours owing 
to weather. (C. in C. Nore, 10U1/29)•

My 161jOA/21| and ray 1550A/28. E.T.A's do not 
allow for zig-zagging.
(N.C.S.0. Loch Ewe, 1102A/29).

Is cancelled due to bad weather. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1159/29).

Cancel my 1011/29. Convoy returned to Methil. 
(N.C.S.0. Methil, 1226/29).

My 2358A/23/9. Para 5. When owing to 
conditions of light, weather and so forth it 
appears probable that E-boat attack may develop 
from seaward, the S.Os. of Nore destroyers 
may, in the case of a large convoy, and when 
navigational considerations allow, station the 
third destroyer as an additional close escort 
to seaward or zig-zagging broadly in position 
"S" . On very dark nights however. It‘ is 
undesirable that more than one destroyer 
should range freely on the seaward flank.
(C. in C. Nore, 1506a /29).

/tt.G.
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HOME COMMANDS.

H.G.7 5.
Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
Your 1340A/29. E.T.A. position G 1200Z/30 
approach course 050° speed of convoy 8 knots.
2 P. W. shadowing daily. (ROCHESTER, 1600Z/29). 
Proceed at best speed to Milford Haven. On 
arrival you are to embark up to 144 Snowflake 
rockets and sail as soon as possible to meet 
H.G.75* P.O.I.C. Milford Haven is to ensure that 
rockets are embarked without delay.
(C. in C. W.A., 1644A/29 to ABERDEEN).

P. si>32. No ships sailed from Humber owing to weather. 
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 1632/29).
Your 1523/29. P.S£52 is ahead of time owing to 
strong following wind and heavy stern sea. It 
is impossible for ships to steer at less than 
7 knots and speed made good is in excess of 
this. E.T.A. Sule Skerry at dawn. If 
weather moderates speed will be reduced. Only 
4 ships in convoy. Propose taking Convoy 
into Harwich if passage through Thames is 
undesirable. (VIVIEN, I6 5 8A/2 9)
Your I6 5 8A/2 9. Continue to Southend.
Sweepers will sweep ahead of you on meeting.
Do not over run them. Report your E.T.A. B.2. 
Buoy on passing Aldeburgh.
(C. in C. Nore, 2139A/29 to VIVIEN).

0 • 03 • • After escorting CORNISH CITY to the Azores 
searched for convoy O.S.9 unsuccessfully 3 days 
on presumed route. Request P.C.S.
(3AN PABfMir, 1900A/29)

C O m nfinbflH TJ)O M lN ^^n^kuC  M tsf'TM -

E.c. 9 1 At 62 D Buoy. 6 Merchant ships. Wind North 
force 9 heavy sea. Expect to be off Scarborough 
at dawn. (VALOROUS, 2031A/29)

F.n £39 a . WORCESTER and HAMBLEDON are to remain at 
Humber until further orders. They will be 
required to form escort for an additional convoy 
sailing from Humber to Methil as arranged by 
P.O.I.C. Humber. Convoy is to be known as 
P.N539 A. (C. in C. Nore, 2324A/29).

0 .6. y(o . io j$ o  - /> .730 -
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North Atlantic.
F.O.G.N.A's 1230A/28. On entering Harbour 
about 1400/27 MALAYA collided with HOEGH HOOD 
damaging her and parting after moorings.
HOEGH HOOD went ahead and collided with bows of 
M.V. CLAN MACDONALD. Damage as follows.
(C.S. Gib., 0840A/29 to Admty.)

Your 1153A/27 (N.T. in W.D.) Have not yet 
intercepted this ship and am leaving patrol 
off Faro unless otherwise ordered. My type 
123 out of action. Weather.
(ALOUETTE, 1115A/29 to F.O.C.N.A.)

V.A.C.N.A* s 1004A/20. Will ATHENE call at 
Gibraltar, or could ship such as CLAN FERGUSON 
which is believed to be carrying cargo for U.K. 
be used on arrival here, or ship already here 
if not required to proceed elsewhere ?
(200 Group 1315/29 to Air Min.)

Has not arrived. Air search failed to locate. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1318A/29 to Admty.)
British, 5720 tons, sailed from Malta for 
Gioraltar at 1000/22. Italians claim to have 
sunk a vessel west of Galita Island by torpedo 
from an aircraft about the time EMPIRE GUILLEMOT 
should have been in that position.
(D.O.R., 30/10.)

When ELECTRA and (? EXPRESS) have rejoined: (i) 
LEGION is to return at sweeping speed to 
Gibraltar through 35.00 N. 10.00 W. LEGION to 
report her P.C. and S. when 150 miles clear of Force G.
(ii) HESPERUS to refuel at Ponta Delgada then 
proceed to U.K. through 45.00 IT. 22.30 W. thence 
as directed by C. in C. W.A.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1326A/29 to S.O. For*ce G.)

Request permission and arrangement may be made 
ior DUNCAN to fuel at Ponta Delgada (? ) Quantity 
required about 350 tons. DUNCAN E.T.A. about
1830/G.M.T.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1448A/29 to N.A. Lisbon.)

/KENNET ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic. -Contd.

Your 1346/28 para (V).
(N.T. in W.D. ) KENNET, JAY and MYRLAND have 
not sailed. They are expected to leave U.K.
30/10. (D.O.D. (F) 1622A/29 to F.O.C.N.A. ).

y O O

202 Sqdn. One Catalina Escort 0.3.G.9. Dawn to 
dusk. Area covered 13.50 7/ to 12.30 V/. 209 Sqn., 
one Catalina contact and report ARIGUANI in 
37.54 N. 18.35 W. 0700 to 2300 . 807 Squadron, one
Fulmar contact and report fishing boat to East. 
Area Gibraltar to 02.00 W 1100 to 1400.816 
Squadron, 2 Swordfish 60 miles East. Contact and 
report DOGFISH and M/V EMPIRE GUILLEMOT 1800 
to 2100. (200 Group. 1815/29 to Air Min.).

Arrived Pasajes from Bayonne 27/10 with 200 tons, 
wood pulp, left for Bayonne same date in Ballast. 
(V.Consul San Sebastian 2015/29 to Proximo).

Passing Gib. eastbound 1345/29. (D.O.R.31/10).

South At1antic.

My 0832/26. Further report from same source states 
that convoy left Fort Dauphin 26/10 and maximum 
speed of 3.3. BANGKOK is 7 knots.
(3.0.1.Capetown 09523/29 to F.O.I.C.Simonstown).

Your 1003/29(N.T.in W.R. ). Sail PHOEBE to Freetown 
or Lagos for Fuel. (C.in C.3.A. 1145N/29 to 
N. 0.1. C. Simonstown).

FARNDALE taken in hand for quick docking 27/10. 
CEDARBALE oil retaining glands of stern tunes and 
"A" frame were found to be leaking badly and 
required refit and adjustment. Date of completion 
a.m.2/11. Date ready for sea p.ra./2 when she will 
proceed to Mombasa, (ii) Intend H3YTKR0P to proceed 
independently as in N.0.I.C. 3imonstown's 09032/24 
para.(iv).
(N.0.I.C.Durban 14352/29 to Admty. etc.).

/Jest
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South Atlantic.
West Intelligence of reinforcements at Dakar, and
Africa. reouesting confirmation. (G.O.C. in C. W.Africa,

1640/29 to W.O.) See Lion Copy.

CLAN
f o r g u s o n
SYDNEY
STAR.

Mediterranean.

Your 1210/28. Subject to merchant ships remaining 
at Malta being sufficient to meet requirements 
of C.in C. Med. as in para 8 of his 1210/18,
CLAN FERGUSON and SYDNEY STAR should be sailed 
for Gibraltar v/hen conditions are suitable.
Loading of CLAN FERGUSON may continue.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 0012A/29 to Y.A.Malta.).

Destroyers (A) Despatch of PRINCE OF WALES to Eastern Fleet 
dispositions, necessitates the provision of a minimum of four 
reinforcements.USDS Fleet destroyers to join her so that she may 

be capable of operating immediately should war 
break out in the Far East,.
(b ) Decided that two must be provided from the 
Home Fleet and two from Mediterranean Fleet.
(C) ELHCTRA and EXPRESS are accompanying PRINCE 
OF ’VALES from Home.
(D) C.in C. Med. is, therefore, requested to send 
two T.S.D.S. Fleet destroyers to join PRINCE OF 
WALES at Trincomalee by 1/12. One of these could 
be KELVIN due to complete refit at Bombay on 21/11.
(E) Statement of your further reinforcement is as 
follows:- NESTOR - Under repair. Completes end 
November. NORMAN - Now working up. DULVERTON
and SOUTH'’/OLD. - Leaving with convoy V/. S. 12S. 
HURWORTH and BEAUFORT.- Leaving with convoy W.S.14. 
Five more HUNTS are allocated and are expected to 
sail, 2 in January and 3 in February. NORSEMAN 
was allocated to you but has unfortunately been 
bombed and is badly delayed.
fF) C.in C. S.A. pass to F.O. Force GJon arrival. 
(1st Sea Lord. 0155A/29 to C.in C. Med.).

/ V.S.12
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From G.O. C» in C. West Africa Date 30.10.1+1

Reed. 021+0

.CYPHER . -
Addressed War Office.06213
1/18212 cypher 29/10.

Further to my 1/397 29/8.

Should be grateful to receive by cabDe details of all 
Vichy units which have left or are leaving Syria and may 
be expected to arrive in North Africa or West Africa 
together with any indication of their destination.

Second. Confused reports led at first to acceptance of 
arrival about 1st September of two Bns. Foreign Legion 
believed First Regiment. Now consider that these two 
Bns. did not in fact arrive until 20th September on OREGON 
and CALEDONIEN confirmed A'.1. by naval sources. Free French 
report suggests possibility that arrivals by this later 
convoy comprised two further Bns. but no evidence of' their 
presence to support this. Gan you yet confirm movements of 
Bns. from North Africa. If so can you give numbers of units 
or sub-units and regiment. My intelligence summary No. 60 
refers.

Third. Some evidence to show that elements of 17 R (?D) 
S and 631 Pioneers (Madagascar) have been in Dakar and that 
more are expected from Casablanca have you information of 
movements or destinations of those units which are- understood 
to have been in Syria*

Fourth. Reports of continued arrival of troops at 
Dakar are very confused. Grateful for any information 
obtained from sources outside British "eat African aridFree 
French H.Q. which Confirm movements particularly in 
September October especially of units which are likely 
to remain embodied arid not be demobilized.

161+0/29.

V.C.N.S

N.A. to 1st S.L.

D.S.D.9.
D.N.I.(U) .D. of P.(3).E. P.S.
Admiral Chalmers. 
W. D,-*”* "~"I.P.(3)*

Advance Copy sent OPS. O.D. O.I.C 
Reed, by hand from ,;!ar Office at 
0700/31.
Circulated by War Office to - 
Into rnal
M,I.3a(for action, D.D,M,0.(0) 
D.D.M.I. (I) ,M.O. l.U.5.11. *M.I.2.20.3.3a., M. I. J. I.C. (3)
G. S.P.
External
Admiralty. (War Reg)

B
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Mediterranean. -Contd.

Your 2142/23. Position in my 0745/15 confirmed.
To clarify position, following troop ships of 
W.S.12 are proceeding to Middle East. ALMANZORA 
CITY OF PARIS, EMPIRE PRIDE, MENDOZA, LEOPOLDVILLE 
SAMARIA, STRATHAIRD, FRANCONIA and EMPRESS OF 
RUSSIA. Latter ship will continue to India from 
Suez. 8TRATHEDEN is also proceeding Suez.
(D.of S.T. 0518A/29 to C.in C. M.E.P.S.T.0.Egypt).

Your 1620Z/27. 48 hours notice please.
(C.in C. Med. 1107B/29 to C.in C.E.I.).

Night 27-29. 4 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi
Harbour work-e bombs burst on Cathedral Mole and 
Harbour Works without visible effect.
(H.Q. .A.F.M.E. 1138/29).

Shortage A.A. and G.L. equipments here and 
necessity for issues only to Units with 
Operational role unlikely M.N.B.D.O. will be 
equipped for several months 50 per cent 
personnel not handled Y/eapons for twelve months 
consequent loss of efficiency. Proposals. 
(Overt 1230/29 to Adty).

Departure 28th $I4v BRII&, Sete, HHRMIA clears for 
sea* ( 125l/5̂ y to D*of S • T •• ) •

Intelligence Vatika Bay Area. Considerable Caique 
■traffic reported from Grinisha to Eeapolis and 
Kithera Channel with Motor boats or Motor 
Caioues armed with machine guns escorting. E boats 
have been reported occasionally. Regular air 
oatrols resorted to be carried out at 0800 daily 
by captured Sunderland and Dornier Seaplane. 
Considerable other air activity has been seen. 
Kithera Channel and Elaphonisos Island and Scutari 
are said to have small garrison or troop 
concentration.
(Capt. S.l. 1503B/29 to TRIUMPH).

<1 , , , 
GSORGIC, bombed and sunk^.14/7/41, is now reported 
afloat and safely anchored. (D.O.R. 29/10).

/Supply
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EOREIGN STATIONS.

Supplybases.

Mediterranean. -Gontd.
In anticipation of necessity for provision of 
port organization for army supply bases in near 
future, the provision of staff required has been 
examined and it is necessary to ask for the 
following officers to be sent from U.K. to man 
2 supply ports.(details).
(C.in C. Med. 1355B/29 to Adty.).

Russian 
ships from 
Black Sea.

My 1111/21. Extract from 1259/27 from Adm.Miles 
to Adty. (begins). C.N.S. informs me negotiations 
with Turkish Gov., interrupted by evacuation now 
proceeding again. Turks have not turned down 
proposal but Russians do not require Adm.Kelly's 
assistance yet but may want it later on.(Ends.). (D.N.I. 1504A/29 to G.in G.Med.).

CENTURION. C.in G. East Indies. 1620Z/27. Suggest CENTURION be sent to Port Sudan so that she may be readily 
available if required for Mediterranean operations. 
(A. C.N.S. (p) 1509A/29 to C.in C. E. I. C.in C. 
Med.). Cancelled (A.C.N.3.(P) 0033A/30;.

Alr^ C.0.1.3. Alexandria 12203/29. (N.T.in W. D. ) 
received too late for daylight R/C today. If required and A.3.V. Wellington can be sent 
tonight, proposed track 033° 20’ N 021° 00’ E 
thence 035° 50* IT (?20°) 00' E thence back to 
Malta. (V.A. Malta. 1646A/29 to C.in C. Med.).

M. T. B's. Your 1329/27 approx, number of M.T.B*s being 
shipped monthly are: (a) from U.K. Nov. 3, Dec.7, 
Jan.l, Peb. 3, March 2, June 2. fbli Prom Canada, Dec. 4, Peb.4, April 4. (c) Prom U.S.A. 
70-foot boats Nov.4, Dec.6, 77-foot boats: Dec.2, 
Jan.4, Peb.4. Remaining ten dependent on supply of torpedo tubes.
(2) Prom the above two boats from U.K. and ten 
77-foot boats will be reserve boats without crews.
(3) All boats will be shipped on cradles.
(D.D.O.D. (C) 1309A/29 to R.A. (D) Med.).

/TRUANT,
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Mediterranean. -Contd,
TRUANT is to leave the Adriatic and proceed to 
Alexandria passing through position 040° 00'
019° 00' at approx. 16003/31. 036° 10’ 019°
52', and 032° 36’ (7028°) 201 at approx. 17003/5 
to arrive in Sanctuary 05003/6.
TRUSTY (?leave) area (?p) p.m./3 and proceed 
through 037° 58* 019° 26’ and 035° 50' 015° 12’ 
thence to Malta as ordered by S.10. Full rest 
period will be spent in Malta.
(3.1. 1821B/29 to TRUANT,TRUSTY).

Day 29/10. 1 aircraft bombed factory Cantanzaro
Marino scoring direct hits buildings sidings 
pumping station starting large fire apparently 
oil, target completely obscured by smoke from 
bombs. Bombs on station and along railway line. 
Night 28/29. 7 naval aircraft attacked Comiso
aerodrome, time over target 1950 to 2205 hours, 
hits ODserved hangars and officers' mess causing 
fires visible 20 miles away, 1 aircraft missing, 
opposition intense and accurate. 6 Wellingtons 
nuisance raids Tripoli attack from 1846 to 0335 
hours. Bombs on town, in native quarters,
Custom House, Military stores, Melleho aerodrome. 
(H. Q. R. A. F. Malta, 1915/29).

Arrival. Leaves tomorrow Sagunto. 
(Cartagena 2000/29 to D.of 3.T.).

Establishment of 3 supernumerary Squadrons of 
T.B.R. aircraft in Egypt envisaged as soon as 
resources permit but probably not before 1943. 
Purpose of supernumeraries is to enable Carrier 
Squadrons to rest and carry out refresher 
training; to provide one or more Carriers with a 
full force of T.3»Rs. for special operations as 
required. Request report whether torpedo 
facilities provided or in hand, (list) will be 
adequate when the three T.B.R. supernumeraries 
arrive or whether more extensive facilities 
will then be required at Dekheila.
(Head of Air Branch. 2218A/29 to C.in C. Med,
R. A. A. Med. ).
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East Indies.
Your 1106/27. CLAN FORBES should complete to 
full capacity topping up at Colombo.
(C. in C.E.I., 0426Z/29, to S.T.O. Calcutta.)

N.O.I.C. Simonstown's 1632Z/21.(Distress signal). 
Have you any further news of OLIVIA?
A.C.N.3.(F) 1106A/29 to C. in C.E.Indies.)

Admty. 2219/23/8. C.O. Mine Carrier ATREUS 
reports constants type D are (? apparently) in 
guard loop at S.E., entrance at Addu Atoll 
(3 divisions either side.) I am advised mine
fields will be effective and intend to continue 
laying.
(C. in C.E.I., 1246Z/29 to Admty.)
Your 1106A/29/10. CORNWALL was ordered to 
search in vicinity of 0° 35’ N . , 54° 43* E . ,
(2) Nothing seen, but OLIVIA was later boarded 
by CORNWALL. (3) OLIVIA reported having seen two 
white lights which he thought to be rockets.
(4) Do not consider rockets likely.
(C. in C.E.I., 1450Z/29 to Admty.)

Re rebellion against Vichy French Govt., in 
Jibuti. (G.O.C. in C . , East Africa, 1710/29, 
2225/30 to W.O.)
See Lion Copy.

Your 1159/23. AQUITANIA should be sailed for 
Colombo as soon as ready. C. in C.E.I., is 
requested to arrange fuel and water on arrival. 
(D. of S.T. 1834A/29 to P.S.T.O. India.)
It appears that the latest date at which semi
monster convoy can meet off Durban to avoid being 
at Suez during moonlit period is 16/11.
In view of your 1438/24, request confirmation 
that this date can be maintained.
(D.O.D.(F) 1835A/29 to C. in C.E.I.)
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2225/30 ^ c t.

FrOi.i. G. 0. Go in  C. Ea,st- A fr ic a ,
IN

D ate. 30 .10 .41. 
Tim e. 1700.

CIPHER.

Caressed. The '.'tar Office. Repeated. C. in C. Mid East
(fo r Minister of State).

06247.

0/6/29 cipher 29/10.

in Tajura rech“ eF o l S h s ng E f  Uon
T f  to8̂ 25 ? . ° 0̂ obe? ^ > 8 0  French C o M e f t tjJrMc,to_ 35 mil Go c-ue South xssab, from Taiura Chiefs 
Frpnp-h11 Pi f e ourselves under protection of Free 
Of ®ncn# ;e no longer recognise authority o'° French 
R ° J f 3 under Genaan control, i.e . Jibuti G w e m S .
■'I® U p , J°ln Free French allied to Great Britain. ' 

ft  Q^appyuiiaer^ existing arrangements and hungry.
to mip tn msc?ape t l̂ls situation and for Free French to come to Tajura signec by a ll Chiefs in Tajura
(y- signatures)■■. Vichy French strength in Tr" iura:
® ° k estimated not axceed 12 EMSpell
MO i cVY? askaris bulk oi these at Obok and Tajura 
îtu.. Sniall posts on Coast and land frontier British
? c e ® 4 s^  Send o Road consists of one o n f

pSpi Caf s+anQ ?ne G°y- M.G. end Free French 
Cemel Corps, (strength 60). Inf. Bn. in •ur-stion is
Sor in°h*tohed "£Ut Ca? cs™ in I t a l f a f  trSsoort

?ood S o ’° 'P  Coast Road to Obok. This is
Obok to Tajura is in lend road 

° In a-dQition to Force mentioned
Bn?^nP? Re iiarchG can °e moved in M.T.fromBoramo to zeilah thence on Free French sloop
cfib iSrT-rn iV11- lFJlc’39-at Point North of"Obok. This 

?ed Iorco 13 consioered ample to secure Taiura
is kvpnai i i h ooii^oration iM otS ticn
T ta put V 0Vi in the l ° cal  Picture as

f l ^al G3cisi0n is dependent- on matters out™ 
ProyinG®* „ Should i t  be decided to take 

nnnPnn^ ° i • Chi e± tains invitation and seize Tajura
?onn?iri0$>Ŝ pau10n Somplf L'0 m  ^equate garrison can beFrencn troops alone and a ll British 
noops could be withdrawn.

1710/29
(2nd message follows).



11
2nd message.

From. G.O.G. in C. East Africa.

CIPHER.

Date. 31.10.41, 
Time. 0215.

i

1 1

addressed. The ' Tar Office.
«•

06418.
0/7/29 cipher 29/10.

Following from Palewski to General de Gaulle F.3.
Following is a text of letter signed ley the 

21 Chiefs of Tajura area. "Owing to no longer 
recognize the authority of French who are removed 
from the Germans control I.E. DJibuti Government. Me 
will join Free French allied (? to) (? Great Britain). 
Me are unhappy and hungry hy orders hy will Germans- who 
give orders to Djibuti Government. Result wish to 
escape this situation and for Free French come 
Tajura. All Chiefs Tajura area,".. Hope you and 
H.M.G. will decide that immediate action^nusi he taken. 
This situation - reinforces my previous frequent 
demands for suitable aircraft as any entry of our 
troops must i.e instantly accompanied by mass of 
propaganda on colony.

2225/30
(Received from far Office),

Copies to:-

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (F) 
A.C.N.S. (T) (2) 
N.J.. 1st S.L.
D. of P. (2) 
5.O.D. (F)
D.D.O.D, (F' 
D.N.I. (4) 
l.P. (2) •
":.D.Duty Capt.
Head of M.
D. D. I.C.
E. P.S.
N.I.D.10.
-dmiral C’jalmers.

RN

S. of S.
C. I.G.S.
V.C.I.G.S.
D. M.O. & P.
D.D.M.O. (0)
Li. 0.1, 5, 11.
D.M. I.
D.D.M.I. (I)
Li. 1.3, L. m  \
20 Military Mission. 1 
Smears Mission x (Mir.Somerville Smith). 
Major Morton.
Mr. Coulson. m )
Mr. Mack (Foreign i f ire 
Mr. MacKereth (Forei. nOffice).
Mr. Lloyd (Colonial Of fid 
Mr. Cadcia (Foreign, Oini
C. i-o So
C. N.S.
Do of Plans, Aduirrlty.D. of Plans Air ministry, 
lit-. Col. Jacob.
D.P. (2)Tk n. T.P.
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China.
Arrived Shanghai 27/10. QUITO (563) renamed 
TENCHITSU MARU flying Japanese Mercantile Flag 
with (?code) flag at main mast. European 
Officers and crew.
(C.O.I.S., Singapore, 0211Z/29, to Admty.)

Arrival Oct. 29.
(Saigon, 1032Z/29 to M. of W.T.)

Your 0901Z/15, Admty. 1936A/1 and subsequent 
signals including your 0511Z/28.
2. Possibility of absence of warning set out 
in latter signal has been taken into account by 
O.D.C. in reaching following conclusion:-
(a) Present production from Seria oil fuel should 
be allowed to continue.
(b) Proposals in para. 11 of your 0901Z/15 
approved.
(c' Arrangements including preparatory work to 
implement Scheme A (Admty., 1936A/1.)should be 
made accordingly.
(V.C.N.S., 2036A/29 to C. in C. China,)
Amended 1846A/30.)

Departure LECCONTE DE LISLE fr. Haiphong 
D'ARTAGNAN fr. Manila.
(N.C.S.O. Shanghai, 2358Z/29, to D. of S.T.)

America & West Indies.
BRITISH
JUSTICE.

Re-arming of 
RANPURA.

My 1643/Q/27. Ship arrived, will load 30/10
delayed by (? flooding). GARD arrived some 
(?same) day.
(N.C.S.O., Port of Spain, 0005Q/29 to Admty.)

s  JV.T. Kv!Your 1545A/28( Before a reply can be given 
an approximate date of arrival is required. 
(B.A.R.M., 1012R/29 to Admty.)

Sweepers and 
A/S Vessels.

Reply to Admty., 1735A/10/10. Suggestion that 
new types conform to those in production for U.S. Navy.
(B.A.D., 1059R/29 to Admty.)See Lion Copy.

/Task Unit
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Rood. 2130.
NAVAL CYPHER X by cable.

Addressed Admiralty.
899.^  Following from B.A.S.R. Your 1735A of 10th October

•para.H. . l.It is suggested that all the small coastal 
type A.M 0. minesweeper now m  service with the U.S. Navy 
might be * suitable for sweeping magnetic mines. (B) The 
173* (170*) steel subchaser or escort ship. PC 542-577 class, 
now under construction for the U.S. Navy, though of somewhat 
less tonnage than is required, might be suitable for local 
A/S work.
2. The navy department state that they have already 
forwarded drawings and .. specifications of the above two 
types to the Admiralty, but to assist in identifying them, 
the following information is given: -

(A) A.M.C. minesweepers. 200(200) tons, length - 
97'(971) beam - 21,(21»), draft - 9!(9»)f. t 
machinery - one 400(400) H.P. Diesel driving 
a single screw speed - 10 knots. One 540(540)
K.W. generator driven by a 600(600) H.P. diesel 
Carries "0" and "LL" sweeps. Armament - 2 
single 50 calibre machine guns. Complement - 
3 officers 14 men. Time taken to build 4-5 months.

(B) 170*(170*) steel subchasers or escort ships,
P.C.542-577. 357(357) tons, length - 1731 8fi 
(173* 8”), beam - 23,(23‘) draft - approximately 
9 *(9•), machinery - twin screw diesels developing 
1800(1800) shaft H.P. each, speed 22 knots.
Fitted with asdics and two single depth charge 
throwers and two chutes Armament - 2 -3” (2-3"}
50 Calibre HA/LA. 4-50 calibre machine guns in two twin mounts. Accommodation for, three officers

.... 55 men. Time taken to build - 9-10 months. -
'3, These suggestions are put forward as much valuable 
time might be saved by adopting a typo already in production 
for the U.S. Navy.

1059R/29
1st Lord NT.A. 1st S.L. D.M.S.
1st S.L. D. Of P. ((2}c i ôr I.P.(2J*
2nd S.L. D.O.D, (H))c actiionw.D.
3rd S.L. D „ D , 0 t Do ( H i . Duty Oa.pt,
4th S.L. Do 0 oD . ( F K Hd. of M.
5th S.L. Dn.DcOuDo ( F ) . D.T.S.D.
V.C.N.S. D . K . M 4 ) . D.D.I.C.
A.C.N.S.(H). D.S.D. E.P.S.
A.C.N.S.(F). D.N.A.D. D.T.D.(2),
4.C.N.S. (T) (21. D. of L.D. D.T.D.(M),
A.C.N.S.(W). D.A/S.W. N.I.D.10

Admiral
Bailey.
Ad. Be Hairs. 
D. of D,
D. G. D.Dep.Contr.3B 
D. of D. )A 
S.W.R. )T 

H.
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America & West Indies. Contd.

Task Unit No. 4.1.13. can not now arrive at 
Iceland in time to fuel and then escort 0.N.31 
in accordance with my 1529Z/1/10. Request 
4.1.13. may if possible be assigned to 0.N.32. 
(C.C.N.F., 1241/29 to S.O.P.A., Iceland.)

Information just received Tugs S. BARWICK and 
JAMES HUGHES arrived Port Saunders 050° 38*
N., 057° 15’ W., 24 and sailed 0900Z/28 for 
Sydney N.S.
(C.C.N.P., 1321Z/29, to N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, etc.) 
See also j/ ^ a/*̂  U U l».

Disperse following ships capable of twelve 
knots or over at dusk/29 BRANT COUNTY, BEAVER 
HILL,*BAIANOX, PANDORIAN, TORTUG^RO, CHRISTALES, 
EMPIRE FAITH, PORT NICHOLSON, POLAR TANK, 
LAURITIS SS/ENSON, DELANE and TIBIA. Direct 
ships pass north of 48.00 N. , 40.00 ?/. Convoy 
probably reported by submarines at 0852, 0940, 
ana 1032 all G.C.T. 29/10.
(Opnav, .1501/29, to Com. Task Unit 4.1.6.)

Movement control e stimate following requirements 
and request December sailing be arranged if
possible early in month.
Month. Army. RCAF. Total.
December 6,500 3,500 10,000.
January. 4,100 3,500 7,600.
February 3,800 3,500 7,300.
March. 4,000 3,500 7,500.
(N.S.H.Q. , Ottawa, 1541Z/29 to D. of S.T.'

Your 1301A/29. (Tugs for PETUNIA, N.T. in W.D.)
We are endeavouring to locate tug by G.B.M.S. 
(N.S.H.Q, Ottawa 1541Z/29 to Admty.)
Admty. 1301A/29. See my 1321Z/29 (being passed 
to B.A.D. Washington.)(C.C.N.F., 1657Z/29 to 
N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, etc.) In view of C.C.N.F.’ s 
1321Z/29. Request PETUNIA may now be ordered to 
return to U.K.
(C. in C.W.A., 2144A/29 to Admty.)

Your 1445Z/17, confirmation requested that 
NIAGARA is in hand at Halifax.
(D. of D., 1548A/29 to N.S.H.Q., Ottawa.) 
Confirmed (1454Z/31.)

/T.L.C.130...
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America & West Indies. Contd.

U.S.S.MILWAUKEE sighted T.L.C. 130 derelict in 
14° 00’ N., 26° 26' W., at 1930Z/26.
(B.A.D., 1555H/29 to Admty.)

Departure 29th, Puerto Mexico 31st. 
(Tampico 1602/29 to M. of W.T.)

C.T.5 (C.T.5.) your 1214Z/29 concur forces 
concerned will he informed.
(Opnav 1651/29 to Admty.)

0.N.29 alter course forthwith to 270. Further 
orders follow. U-boats sighted 055° 22* N., 
023° 25’ W., at 1130Z/29.
(U.S.C.N.O., 1659/29, to Com. Task Unit 4.1.16.)

On 29/10 OMAHA, SOMERS, departed on patrol from 
Recife to position 15° N. , 26° W. Arrive 3/11. 
Return Recife 5th. Depart Recife 9th.
Arrive Trinidad 15/11.
(Opnav, 1701/29, to Admty.)
W.D. Note:- Subsequently amended, see 1749/30.

Admty., 1823/8/8. Only British Ships of 15 
knots and over should be routed to Bermuda 
until further orders. My 0929/6/10, not to 
Admiralty,is cancelled.
(C. in C.A.W.I., 1749Q/29 to S.O.I., Jamaica,etc.)

Your recommended route, concur, forces concerned 
will be notified.
(Opnav, 1955/29 to Admty.)

Your 1813/17. Concur in your recommendations. 
(Hd. of M. Approved A.C.N.S.(F) 2152A/29 to 
B.A.D.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

0025
Submarines Reported.
Following repeated by Freetown W/T for informa
tion. M.L. 266 reports U-boat in approx.
006° 12’ N.,013° 54' W., at 0025.
(C. in C. S.A., 0508N/29 to CANTON, SURPRISE, 
PICT, SPANIARD, TURCOMAN).

Estimated U/B dispositions.
(D.D.I.C., 1356A/29, 1405A/29).

1023
1237.

From D/F it appears that convoy O.N. 28 is still 
being shadowed. D/F bearings at 1023/30 
G.M.T. and 1237/30 G.M.T. in particular, 
indicate this.
(D.D.I.C., 1859Z/29 to Opnav).

B.v A/C
Submarines Attacked.
Am over enemy submarine in 58.22 N., 23*25 W. 
periscope only sighted.
(A/C F. 1225/29 to 19 Group)
Have attacked Enemy Submarine with depth 
charges. No hits. (A/C F. T.O.R. 1325/29 to 
19 Group) Wellington A/C, Iceland (C) 
attacked at 1317/29. (D.S. 786, 30/10j.
Am proceeding to ALISMA (?) through 058° 22* N. , 
023® 25’ W., to endeavour to contact U-boat 
sighted by aircraft at 1225/29. Weather. 
(KINGCUP, 1515/29 to C. in C. W.A.)

By A/C 1258. Am over enemy S/M in 59-30 N. , 23-50 W. S/M was 
on the surface and observed to submerge, when 
first sighted was on course 280°, 10 knots.
(A/C T., 1200/29 to 15 Group) Wellington A/C 
T (Iceland (C)) attacked this U-boat at 1258.
No details. (D.S., 786, 30/10).

By MALINES. A/S contact position 021° 35’ N., 023° 05’ W., 
Bubbles and light oil observed after attack. 
Proceeding destination owing to fuel situation. 
(MALINES, 1340A/29 to Admty F. O.C.N.A.,
C. in C. S.A.)

/By
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U-BOAT GAUm IGN.

29.10.19Ul.Wednesday.

Submarines Attacked. - Contd.
At 1210Z/27 (?Destroyer escort) 3*5 made Sonic 
contact apparently S/M 015° U5’ N. , 030° 00’ W. 
dropped 3 depth charges without known result and 
lost contact after 2nd detonation. One hour 
search by plane and destroyer negative.
(U.S. C.N.0. 1708/29 to Admty etc-).

N.S.H. Q. Ottawa, 181+5Z/28 (repeating MORDEN's 
1U35Z/28) Submarine was not (?sighted) 
on surface. U attacks made, results unknown. 
MORDEN now proceeding on escort duty. 
(C.C.N.F. , 1735Z/29 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).
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Home Commands.
Redistribution A.M.12^2A/30 gives details of a redistribution 
of A.M.Cs. of A.M.Cs.

British Air Operations.

Bad weather caused operations last night to be 
reduced. li+ Wellingtons of Bomber Command 
attacked Brest.

Bomber Command carried out no operations today 
on account of bad weather.

Enemy Air Operations.

Spitzbergen It is reported from Russian sources that one 
Junkers 32 arrived at Spitzbergen A.M. today 
and that 8 Junkers 88 left Petsamo for 
Spitzbergen at 1210C today.

Myggenaes Lighthouse was bombed and slightly 
damaged about noon today.

Great Yarmouth was bombed at 1900A today, 
Very slight naval damage was caused.
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Mining.
The Flag of R.A.M. was transferred to 
MENESTHEUS this morning. R.A.M. in MENESTHEUS 
with PORT QUEBEC, WELSHMAN and 3 destroyers 
sailed from Lochalsh this morning to lay mines 
N.W. of the Faeroes covered by SHEFFIELD from 
Scapa.

North Atlantic.
There is a shortage of fuel at Ponta Delgada, 
where convoy escorts and minor war vessels on 
passage to or from Gibraltar put in for fuel.

A/S Trawler ERIN on patrol off Cape Trafalgar 
was attached by a F.W. aircraft at 02k5 today. 
ERIN engaged and probably damaged the enemy,' 
and was herself undamaged but had one man 
slightly wounded.

South Atlantic.
The loss of R.F.A. DARKDALE (22/10) at 
St. Helena raises the problem of an intermediate 
fuelling port for shipB of limited endurance 
between Freetown and the Cape. As first action, 
BULLMOUTH is to be sent from Freetown to Pointe 
Noire. There is no Admiralty oil at Walvis Bay.
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Mediterranean.

C. in C. Med. , 1956B/30 gives details of 
bombardments carried out recently by cruisers 
and destroyers.

Tobruk supply is temporarily suspended during 
the moon period except for schooners.

18 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli last night 
for 5 hours.

12 Wellingtons last night attacked shipping 
in Heraklion and Suda Bay. A freight ship 
was hit in Suda Bay and a second was straddled.

U-Boat Campaign.

U. S. S. SALINAS (Naval Fuel ship) in O.N. 28 
was hit by two torpedoes at 0732Z today in 
1+6° 51’ n . , 38° 7* W. , and is proceeding 
towards St. Johns.

KUJAWIAK and ATHERSTONE were ordered at 1633 
to proceed to attack a U-boat in k&° 20’ N. , 
9° 20' W., which had been hit and damaged by 
aircraft.
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Thursday.
HOI IE COMMANDS.

Policy.
Raiding Attention of G.Os is called to the necessity of
Graft. seeing that their raiding craft are kept

efficient and ready for operational service. 
Flotilla Officers and Flotilla Engineer Officers 
are to give personal attention to the condition 
of their craft. My standing orders for 
operational R.boats dated 28/10/41 (now being 
issued) are to be carefully complied with.
(V.A. C.T.G. 1042/30 to PRINCESS ASTRID, etc.)

A.M.Gs. A.M.1655A/15. The following re-distribution of
A.M.Cs has been decided:
CATHAY to be returned to trade vice WOLFE. 
CALIFORNIA allocated to South Atlantic vice CATHAY. 
AUSONIA allocated to America and West Indies 
Station. WORCESTERSHIRE and ALAUNIA allocated to 
East Indies Stn. and MANOORA to Australia on the 
arrival of these ships on their station.
MONTCLARE allocated to Australian Station.
ASCANIA allocated to New Zealand Station.
WOLFE to be converted as Submarine Depot Ship. 
AURANIA to be converted as Destroyer Denot Ship. 
(D.0.D.(F) 1232A/30.)

Faroes. 
Withdrawal 
of one A/S 
Trawler.

N.O.l/C Aberdeen 1125/29 and my 1106A/2.
Remaining ships of fourth A/S M/S trawler group 
are operating with S.O. 4th Minesweeping Flotilla. 
In order to continue regular escort of Aberdeen 
Lerwick service I intend to withdraw A/S trawler 
from Faroes. This will leave 1 A/S trawler in 
Faroes which is considered sufficient in existing 
conditions and it will be possible to replace the 
vessel withdrawn at short notice should the 
necessity arise.
(A.C.O.S. 1546A/30.)

Vestfiord57!rl€tr31 
(k . 22. )

Co-operation with Russia.
My 1629C/28. Soviet K.22 sails Polyarno P.M./30 
for patrol Vestfiord routed as follows, to 
patrol in following area.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1249C/30.)

Inter-ship Large number of copies of 'System of radio 
Radio communication between ships' in Russian,
Communication, apparently intended for Russian ships in convoys

just received these have been given to Russian 
Naval Staff. Presume English version has been 
given to Commodores of Convoys and N.C.S.O.
(Ad. Miles 1514D/30 to Adty.)
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SECRET 

From: Maclay (Archangel)

M E S S A G E  . IN
1026/30 October.

Interdepartmental Cypher I.T.T. 
By W T.» «. «. M T V  r 4f r * r •• * r •'

Date: 31.10.41 
Reed:1037

.. «T.

Addressed: Admiralty for Ministry of War Transport.

JVMB

I M fD I A lE .

Archangel telegram 16. Russians have, 
brought to Archangel Mr. Papanyin highest Soviet 
authority on ice conditions to direct winter 
navigation. Paraayin has given me much.franker 
statement on ice" problems then previously 
indicated by other Russian officials. The 
following are main points of interest to you.

(1) He stated cranes expected from 
Leningrad for erection at Economia would not 
repeat not arrive and asked if we could supply 25 
ton cranes to discharge tanks and heavy lifts.

(2) He pointed out that although the 135 
ton and 25 toil floating cranes would be moved to 
Economia in December they would be almost > 
immobilized by ice and discharge of heavy lire 
would therefore be exceptionally slow if any.

(3) He stated Bakharista would certainly be 
kept open until end of November but that the 
problem in para (2) might develop second half of 
November this place also.

(4) I advised him very poor prospects of 
heavy cranes from England this year. End 
pant one, part 2 follows.

1023/30.
Advance Copy, D.of S.T.

A.O.H.C.(H)
A.C.N.S.(F)
A.C.N.S.(T)(2)K.A.l o.lj ,
D.of .3.T.(2) for Mm. 

of Par Transport.
M.<5)Admiral Herman Hoorn Ops. (2)
O. 1.(5)
D.of P.(3)
D.P.D. (4)
D.r.D.(M)
DT.D.(O)
P. N. I. (4)
■j.p.s.

D.N.M.S,
0 .  1 .C . (2)
1. P.(3)
w .re- - - -
File X.



) MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

i
VIMIERA.

)

KINGFISHER.
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SEAWOLF.

Information 
for NORMAN.

Information 
for SEALION.

PETUNIA.

A.M.Ca.

)

TARTAR.

HOME COMMANDS.

723
30.10.1941.
Thursday.

Movements.
Leave Sheerness at 1000 today and proceed hy 
Swept Channel and Q.Z.S 287 to Rosyth, at speed 
consistent safety in present weather. Fighter 
protection asked for.
(C. in C. Nore 0940A/30 to VIMIERA.)

My 1714A/28 and Capt. S.7 1416A/29. On 
completion of trials KINGFISHER and OTWAY are to 
anchor at Londonderry for the night. N.O.I.C. 
Londonderry is requested to sail them in company 
to Camp^ltown A. II./4th, KINGFISHER subsequently 
proceeding to Fairlie. N.O.I.C. Londonderry is 
also requested to arrange fighter protection for 
KINGFISHER and OTWAY from Londonderry to Clyde. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1044A/30.)

Intend to sail SEAVOLF escorted hy CUTTY SARK 
at 1700/31 passing west of Orkneys to 061° N.
3° 30' W. CUTTY SARK returning to Holy Loch 
from this position and SEAWOLF proceeding inde
pendently through following positions as ordered 
hy S.B.N.O. Murmansk.
(A.C.O.S. 1050/50)

SEALION proceeding unescorted from 061° N. 003° 
50’ W. at about 1200/29 through following 
positions and due 73° 40’ N. 24° E. at 0001/4. 
SEAWOLF following same route 3 days later. 
Submarines informed of your route.
(A.C.O.S. 1220A/30 to NORMAN.)

NORMAN due 072° 35’ N. 008° 10' E. at 1950A/29, 
destination Seidisfjord (Iceland). Ship may 
have been delayed.
(A.C.O.S. 1225A/30 to SEALION.)

Proceed to Liverpool at best speed.
(C. in C. W.A. 1438A/30 to PETUNIA.)!^

A.M.1944A/19 and 1401A/25. Destination of 
CHITRAL, WORCESTERSHIRE, AUSONIA, MONTCLARE, and 
HIGHLAND PRINCESS on arrival is Clyde.
Request you will sail HIGHLAND PRINCESS for 
Avonmouth in company with MONTCLARE and AUSONIA 
for their respective final destinations.
(D.O.D. H. 1616A/30 to C. in C. W.A.)

Intend to sail TARTAR at 0715/1 so as to be off 
May Island at 0900/2. Request you will issue 
further instructions for onward passage.
Fighter protection will be asked for during
daylight 1st. (0. in C. Nore 1630A/50 to R.A.D.)

/EAGLE ...
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Movements - contd.
EAGLE. My 1024A/29/10. Sailed. 

(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1804A/30.)

RODNEY. A.M.1037/29. On return to U.K. RODNEY will 
proceed to Scapa where she will remain until RENOWN is worked up, probably about 20/11.
2. G. in C. H.P. is requested to arrange for 
destroyer escort to R/V with RODNEY north of 
Ireland for onward passage.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1819A/30.)

QUANTOCK. Leave Rosyth at 1500 tomorrow and proceed by 
Swept Channels and Q.Z.S.287 to Sheerness. 
Adjust speed to arrive by 1700, observing speed 
restrictions in force.
(G. in C. Rosyth 1901/30 to QUANTOCK.)

Operations.
Operation 
’’Table”.

Operation postponed for further 24 hours. 
(P.O.I.G. Harwich 0808A/30.)

S/M Patrol. P.36.
To avoid movements of own shipping proceed forthwith submerged by day to patrol in new area bounded by 049° and 050° N. and by 012° and 
014° W. S.B.R. arranged 25 miles either side 
of line joining 050° N. 015° W. and 049° 30' N. 014° W. forthwith until 2559/31 and in new patrol 
area forthwith until 2359/2.
(P.O.S. 1257A/30 to P.36.)

M.L.Patrol. My 1256/30. Add 2 Motor Launches on Patrol 9 miles S. of Portland Bill.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1504/30.)

Operation 
’’Pantaloon”.

Following will report for ’’Pantaloon” and for 
passage. 66 Officers, 38 N.C.Os, 127 Airmen.
They are to be allocated between ships as follows (D.O.D. F. 1724A/30.)

S/m Patrol 
off
Svaholthavet.

My 1440C/29. TRIDENT sailed. Admiralty pass to R.A. (S), C. in C. H.F.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1901C/30.)
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British Air Activity.
Patrols. P.R.U. of Kristiansand South and Oslo in operation.

(C. in C. Rosyth 1147/30.)

Modified 
Harrow A/C. Modified Harrow aircraft are flying (at present in Doncaster area). Description. Request that 

confirmation of notification to pilots and A.A. 
defences may be forwarded.
(Air Ministry 1200/30.)

A/C
camouflage and markings.

Following amendments have been made to regulations Request all land and air defences be warned at 
once. (Air Ministry No.T. 0.0., Reed. 1900/30)See Lion Copy.

Bombing
Operations.

On 29/10 there were no operations owing to 
unfavourable weather.On Night 29/30 14 Wellingtons attacked Brest.
No smoke screen was in evidence but the Naval 
Units could not be distinguished. Bursts were registered mostly across and in close proximity 
to Docks 1 and 2.
(H.Q.B.C. 1520/30.)

Enemy Air Activity.

H.G.75. There is a possibility of attack by F.W. Aircraft tonight.
(C. in C. W.A. 0015A/30 to Escorts.)

A/C over Scapa.
Between 0849/30 and 0940 One E/A was plotted to have passed over Flow from West to East.
Height uncertain but over 10000 feet.E/A was heard but not seen. Fighters failed to 
contact. Dloud 10/l0ths at 1500-2000 feet. Could not have seen into or photographed Flow. (A.C.O.S. 1143/30.)

Spitsbergen. Following received from Russian sources graded 
B.l. One junkers 52 arrived Spitsbergen a.m./30 
and 8 Junkers 88 left Petsamo for Spitsbergen at 12100/30.
(D.D.I.C. 1722A/30.)

Yarmouthbombed. Great Yarmouth bombed 1900A/30. No casualties. Structural damage to canteen and west wall 
R.N.B. (F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 2046A/30.)
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S MUT* POSTAGRAM} No* T*0.0.
From Air Ministry, (F, 0,$) Whitehall*

) ̂  / *' •u-

Data.
« ' *i- • Vv

A

.Addressed. Fight o’r,' Bomb* r, Coastal, F-ly-ing JTrainiAg,

. . ^cchiiidnl Training, Maintenance,...Army /Co-
Ofrcfrrftton, At A* Commands, R, A.F«rN. I. ^Admiralty. 
V?ar Office XG.H.Q* Homo Porcpa,. R.A.‘
D. O.S.I.- Bristol* ( - . . •

--------*--- B. 59966/1 a/PjO.^7
r. s .

rr— — v v _ _ ♦*V •• • C*4 *tvj,
Tlic fo llo w in g  amendments havo ,bqen mado to  tho 

re g u la tio n s  fo r  camouflage co lo u rin g  and marking o f  a i r c r a f t  
a/wtenJ^£.<uj£ 0  and on umonding A. M. 0 . w i l l  bo issued, in  tdug. ^course.

« t 2 ,  In  view o f th e  e a r ly ,in tr o d u c t io n  o f those
_ amendments i t  i s  requ ested  th a t  immediate a c t io n  bo takon
B  to  warn a l l  Ldnd-. and' A ir dlof once s .

* '' \
A.A.- Co-operation Aircraft*- “

, ;• •  '  '

(a) . Upper surfaces, tqmporata land schema 
■ ' ; . camouflage, "
v (b)» Under surfaces,•■'blaOk'pr'wfci.ta.

7e.(c*) • In place of Squadron* code letters theao ... ■
* * aircraft arc to, carry Group Flight codo numbers as follows:—

,i > • > -• w a o* r t ,
9 Group Flight

.10 . M ■» ' 4 - *• «i

13 " " / r) • ’ 13
(cl) In addition to tho Group Flight codo numbers 

those aircraft are to carry 0 lottor to indicato tho individua 
aircraft** ■ *’ T ’ . . • • •. '» • r . vJ»,r . ;; • ~ » ;» ̂  ‘ ■ $ % ̂
k» Operational aircraft for service abroad*

(n) The upper surfaces arc to bo camouflaged 
with temperate land schome camouflage or dark oorth and mid- 
stono according to the nature of the country in which thoy 
are to oporate,

(b) Tho undor surfaces aro to be camouflaged
azure bluo.
5* Day Fightors,

*

(a) All day fighars in Home‘Commands ara to 
conform to tho camouflage colouring and marking authorised 
for Fighter Command aircraft in Air Ministry Postagram
S* 59966/1l/F.0.6 dated 8th August, 19U1..; ' ’

(b) Tho yollow strip marking to ho applied by 
units to the loading edgo of tho wing of Tomahawk aircraft 
ore oi| follows:—
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3 Sri ■' • *■ \

F.

<**ti <1
« '

-  2,

' v a •nnVrit 16” from tho wing tip  whero tho wing

K 4th» «

Soi»| «* S « J  s^ iS ^ co ^ S U  »|
bW  Of tho contro

5th. S.&, 
Ops, (3 ) 

: ^ 0;D, ( 5) . 
O .I.C . C3); 
D.-ri.r, (U)
D, o f P. (3 ) 
D.T.S„D., Vv; 

;<yD.H*h.p.
' Ai r  ■ i - . r y  , ■ ■  > ■  ■

* , £  fn ?  i f  ■'
£)» of h, D,

■tB.S.D. (2 )

Roc’ d hy hand from A ir M inistry 
at 1900/30,

Copies d istributed  by 'A ir M inistry,
i

A'

( 2 )

D.F, Ops,
1), M.:c,'
D,f G,D, 
D.G.O, .
T. 0. . 1, 
0,3, U, . 
D,B, Ops, 
D.T, 0,'
D, of 0.

P.O. 1.
I.G , Richmond, 
D.O.N.G.
D.T.F. .
D. 0, 0, A
War Room,
A. T. '
R. T,P,

3 ,P ,S ,

V, f ■ i . . ,  • *
( ■ t; r • ■ o t ’ -

i' ’■

(

»' j .

;» , • * •

■ •; *•
' *>. •
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Faroes.

Sheringham 
Light Buoy.

Hearty Knoll 
Siniths'Knoll 
Light Buoys.

Sunk Buoy.
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30.10.1941.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining.

Sailed R.A.M. in MENESTHEUS, WELSHMAN, PORT 
QUEBEC, BRIGHTON, OFFA, and ORIBI.
(N.O.I.C. Lochalsh 0920/30.)
Scana departure SHEFFIELD.
(A.C.O.S. 1233A/30.)

All Bristol Channel ports without exception 
will he open to shipping between 1400 and 2000 
today. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1014A/30.)

Sweeping carried out to 0800/50 by Oropesa and 
S.A. Trawlers in Q.Z.S.258 from C. one buoy and 
alternative route as in my 1931A/5. Nothing 
found. (V.A. Dover 1143A/30.)

Intend to sail MANXMAN from Needles 1000/31 for 
Port Z.A. Route. E.T.A. 1730/1.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1303A/30.)

Gale and fog have prevented more than one day 
sweeping being carried out since my 1235A/25. 
Progress therefore negligible. Total area now 
cleared is as follows. Total number of mines 
(?swept) 18, all (? British). It would appear 
therefore that mines in S.N.6 have dragged con
siderably to eastward. At least 50 drifiting 
mines sighted since recent gale. Am despatching 
ROSS and LYDD ^orboiler cleaning and half yearly 
trials respectively, for which both ships are 
overdue, in anticipation that PANGBOURNS and 
SUTTON will have rejoined me in time for 
recommencement of sweeping.
(S.O. 4th M/S F. 1830V30.)

Navigational.
Sheringham light and bell buoy, light reported 
extinguished. (Hydrographer 0035A/30.)

Commodore R.N.38 reports Hearty Knoll and Smiths 
Knoll Light buoys extinguished.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 1445/30) (Hydrographer 1 8 1 l V 30.)

Sunk buoy. Light extinguished.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1942A/30) (Hydrographer 2230A/ 
30. )
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EILEEN EMMA.

m
30.10.1941.
Thursday.

HOME 0 OHMANDS.

Casualties and Defects.
Ashore between Redcar and Marske. Lifeboats 
unable to proceed owing to weather. Hope to 
rescue crew with life saving apparatus. 
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 0043/30.)
My 0043. Vessel ashore off even keel, crew 
remaining on board. Weather permitting, 
attempt will be made to refloat at next high 
water. (N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 0317/30.)

Deuarture Tug STALWART to assist SPES. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1017A/30.)
Arrival Tug STALWART from assistance of SPES. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1408A/30.)

KARS has badly fouled Boom Defence entering in 
convoy. Nets are wrapped round her.
Endeavouring to cut nets to clear her. Diver may 
be required if propellors are foul.
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 1105A/30.)
KARS is now clear of Boom and has been towed to 
anchorage in harbour. Has holed herself in 
bows on Sgeir and Araig and has nets foul of 
propellor.
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 1545A/30.)

Departure tug ST. MELLONS to assist EAGLESCLIFF 
HALL off Cley.
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1120A/30.)
Immingham departure Tug SABINE at 1155 to assist 
EAGLESCLIFFE HALL in distress off Cley near 
Blakeney, Norfolk.
(F.O. Humber 1204A/30*)
Tug SABINE arrived off Cley 1800.
Reports second tug not required. Y/eather per
mitting will commence tow of EAGLESCLIFF HALL 
at daylight tomorrow.
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 2310A/30.)

Following received from Tug ST. MELLONS begins: 
Have fire bar trouble one furnace out of action. 
Returning to roads. Y/eather too bad to carry 
out orders without full power. 1233A/30.
Ends. (F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1335A/30.)

/ n . t . *v  w  3

Cancel rry 1056A. EILEEN EMMA delayed by 
defects. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 16 4 5 V 30*)
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30.10.1941.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys.
Have lost touch with 8.S. SPES presume she has 
proceeded^carrying out search in vicinity eight 
G. buoy. Am having great trouble in steering. 
(SHEARWATER 0110/30.)

Postponed another 24 hours. 
(C. in 0. Nore 0611A/30.)

Following is revised position in regard to 
convoy W.S.12.Z.
2. In addition following ships will be included 
in G.T.6 sailing at same time as V/.S.12 Z.
3. Embarkation dates will probably be 7/11 to 
9/11.
(D. of S.T. 0646A/30.)

My 1056/29. Sailing postponed by weather. 
(N.O.I.C. Holyhead 0830A/30.)

G. in G. W.A. 1855A/29. E.T.A. Lough Foyle 
1430A, SARDONYX, WATCHMAN in company. My 
1712A/29th. Request Rescue Ships which left 
0.N.30 without orders may be sent to R/V me off 
Lough Foyle Buoy at 1200A/31 for onward escort 
to meet S.G.51.
(MALCOLM 0902A/50 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry.)

Propose to postpone F.N.540 (Medium)until l/ll. 
(G. in C. Nore 0950A/30.)
F.N.540 postponed 24 hours to 1st November.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1041/30.)
Ships for ports between Falmouth and Plymouth 
including Plymouth are to continue with convoy. 
(C. in C.- Plymouth 0954/30 to ATHERSTONE.)

Take code word ’’Paddle Two” as from 1130 today. 
(G. in G. Rosyth 1007/30 to JASON, VANITY.)

Ships for Steward and stencil (W.P.59) may 
proceed independently to Swansea Bay and are to 
sail therefrom in groups at 0930/31 and 1100/31 
respectively. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1014A/30.)

/BLAEGG ...
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S h ip p in g  and  Convoys -  c o n td .
BLAEGG.

'TUrt'
Y our 1 2 3 0 /2 4 . N orw egian  M otor V e s s e l  BLAEGG n o t  a r r i v e d  M e th i l .  (N .C .O . M e th i l  10 26 /3 0  to  N .C .S .O . L e i t h . )

f . n $38.F .S 6 5 2 .P .H W 7.
e TcTSo .

My 1 6 2 5 /2 9  i n  c o n t in u a t io n ,  s t r a g g l e r  s i t u a t i o n  a t  1 0 0 0 /5 0 . A l l  s h ip s  p r e v io u s ly  r e p o r t e d  in  Humber and  i n  a d d i t i o n  ex  F .N .3 8  Thames to  M id d le sb ro  EAST ANGLIAN Ex P .S .3 2  M e th il  to  London CIRCE I I .  B ly th  to  London MISTLEY.A lso  r e p o r t e d  a t  an c h o r B r id l i n g to n  Bay Ex 
P .N .37 Thames to  M id d le sb ro  ISBJORN (N o r .)  Thames to  Tyne ALEXANDRA ( G r . )Thames to  L e i t h  0RA]nJtE_P0L2>*tf(Du.)Ex E .C .9 0  Thames to  B ly th  CORMEAD.
A lso  FLUOR, PElJiURST, SIGNALITY, d e s t i n a t i o n s  unknown and one u n i d e n t i f i e d  s h ip .  Tug KINGS CROSS w ith  L ig h t e r  a l s o  i n  B r id l i n g to n .(N .C .S .O . Humber 1 1 1 5 /3 0 .)

H .G .7 5 . Y our 1 6 4 4 /2 9 . ABERDEEN p ro c e e d e d . 144 r o c k e t s  em barked .
( F .O .I .C .  M il f o r d  H aven 1151A/30 to  C. i n  C. W. A .)

O .T .5 .
" S a rg o '1 A.M. 2318A /24. Convoy C .T .5 . Amend r o u te  from  p o s i t i o n  Q. a s  f o l lo w s .  I n  53° 3 5 ’ N. 24° 28* w 

convoy C .T .5 mm ee ts  and ch a n g e s  e s c o r t s  w ith  convoy C argo  a t  1 100Z /2 . R ou te  f o r  CARGO from  p o s i t i o n  J .  t o  K . , th e n c e  to  P . 56° 3 0 ' N.11 W ., th e n c e  to  N o rth  C h an n e l.(D .O .D . H. 1350A /3 0 .)

G .T .5 . Commodore Swabey R .N .R . i n  DUCHESS OP ATHOLL. (N .O .I .C . G reenock  2 3 56A /30 .)

STRATUM. STRATUM f i n i s h e d .
(N .O .I .C . Sw ansea 1 3 4 0 A /3 0 .)

F.N.539. F.N.540. P . 11542.
I-y 0950A /30 and 1650A /28. P ro p o se  e s c o r t s  o f  convoys a s  f o l lo w s .
vmiOTESTER to  r e l i e v e  GARTH w ith  F . 11542 a s  soon  

S ^ g ^ T E R  i s  comP le te d .  GARTH on r e l i e f  ^C H E S T E E  to  p ro c e e d  t o  Tyne to  a w a it  s a i l i n g  o i SUNPISH. R e q u e s t you w i l l  amend program ne o f  e s c o r t s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  and i s s u e  o r d e r s  to  GARTH f o r  e s c o r t  o f  SUNPISH to  H arw ich .(C. i n  C. N o re . 1 4 4 6 A /3 0 .)

/S .L .9 0  . . .
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HOME 00MHAKD8.

Shipping and Convoys -  contd.

R eference 596A Z p a ra .2. E vas ive  a lt e r a t io n  
is  to  he made to  p o rt.
(C . in  C. W.A. 1538A/30 to  E scorts  S .L .90 and 
VANQUISHER.)

E sco rtin g  arrangements to come in to  fo rc e  
fo rth w ith . (C . in  C. W.A. 1542A/30.)
See L ion  Copy.

Joined Clyde, Ohan, and M ilfo rd  Haven po rtion s  a t 
1730A/29. p .C .S . a t 2200, 250°. Oversay 8 
m iles , 300° 5, a lte r in g  to  120° 7 knots at 
0800/30. BRADFORD in  company.
(AUDACITY 2205A/29. ) SL^uft U  ~  .



1542A/30th October.
3 0 ^

S E C R E. T, MESSAGE. DT.

Prom. C. in  0. Western Approaches, Date. 30,10.4-1*

Reed, 1650»

p /l  BY t/p .

Addressed, F,Oss I.G . L iverpoo l, Greenock, N ,0 ,I»C . Obaa,

In  order to allow escort groups more time in  harbour fo r  rest 
and tra in ing, the fo llow ing arrangements fo r  escorting various 
portions o f ocean convoys are to come into force  forthw ith :-

1• Outward bound convoys routed through Minches.

(a ) U n til lo c a l escorts fo r  L iverpool portions o f these convoys 
are ava ilab le  Captains D are to d e ta il one ship o f the group
to escort L iverpool portion  to Clyde r/v. An additional 
ship is  to be deta iled  to escort combined convoy from Clyde r/v 
tlirough The Minches. Remainder o f  escort are to jo in  convoy 
o f f  Loch Ewe,
(b ) Clyde portion is  to jo in  main convoy without escort, unless 
ocean escort is  provided by Greenock group.
(c )  Oban portion is  to be escorted to jo in  main convoy by one 
A/S traw ler deta iled  by Naval O ffic e r  in  Charge Oban.
(d ) Loch Ewe portion is  to be escorted to jo in  main convoy by 
one A/S traw ler convoy by lo ca l escorts as deta iled  by Naval 
O ffic e r  in  Charge Stornoway.

2* Homeward bound convoys routed through Minches

(a ) U n til lo ca l escorts from L iverpool are ava ilab le  senior 
O ffic e r  o f escort groups is  to d e ta il two ships o f the group to 
escort Clyde, B elfast and L iverpool portions through Minches 
u n til Clyde portion  parts company, When convoy has s p l it  one 
o f  the ships deta iled  to is  to remain with the L iverpool 
portion , the other is  to proceed to base, 
fb ) Clyde portion to proceed to Clyde without escort.
(c )  Oban portion is  to bo escorted in accordance with my 
1549A/29/9.
(d ) Loch Ewe portion  is  to be met and escorted to Loch Ewe 
by lo ca l escorts as deta iled  by Naval O ffic e r  in  Charge 
Stornoway.

W,A,C,.I,110 w i l l  be amended as necessary, orders fo r  
L iverpoo l lo ca l escort fo rce  being included as soon as ships 
d eta iled  become ava ilab le.

Captains B0 L iverpoo l, Londonderry, Greenock. 
Repeated Admiralty, N .O .I.C , Aultbea. P .O .I.C , 
B elfast,

680, Cancel My 1639A/14- and substitute.

1542A/30
Ady, copies Ops,, 0,D<,Trade
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North Atlantic.
SARASTONE was sunk at 2300/29 "by homh from 
aeroplane just outside river entrance, only 
Thomas Russell chief engineer "believed lost. 
Survivors brought to Huelva by 2 Spanish trawlers. 
BARON NEWLANDS who was following was attacked 
but not hit, has returned to Huelva and has 
survivors on board. Captain SARASTONE says 
funnel and masts visible at low tide, certain 
-therefore you can send to fix position to check 
if in territorial waters as we believe.
BARON NEWLANDS believes she hit aeroplane. 
(Gibraltar, 0330/30 to Adinty.)
My 0330/30. Captain of BARON NEWLANDS awaits 
your instructions for sailing, because if attacked 
again he is short of life boat accommodation 
on account of survivors on board. Trying to 
recover secret book at low tide. (Gibraltar 
1500/30 to Admty.)
British ships SARASTONE, BARON NEWLANDS, when 
leaving for Huelva were attacked at 2^00/29 
by four-engined bombing aircraft which came from 
land. A direct hit made on former which sank 
1^ miles from shore. Latter was then attacked 
when still in Channel but opened fire and drove 
enemy off bombs falling clear. All crew former 
saved except Chief Engineer and brought back 
by latter. Three wounded admitted local hospital 
no serious cases. Embassy making energetic 
protest to Spanish Govt, on violation of ? 
territorial waters. (A.N.A. Madrid, 1639/30 
to D.N.I., F.O.C.N.A., 2340A/30 to Admty.) 
SARASTONE, 21+7D tons, from Lisbon and Huelva 
for Ardrossan, was on her way to join an H.G. 
convoy. (D.S. 787, 31/10).

My 1228A/28. Owing to (?shortage of) fuel at 
Ponta Delgada only take 200 tons,
(F.O.C.N.A. 1158A/30 to DUNCAN).

ERIN on patrol 200° Gape Trafalgar 6 miles 
was attacked at 021+5/30 by Fokke Wulfe aircraft 
which came up moon and surprised ERIN for first 
attack dropping two bombs which missed astern. 
Second, third and fourth runs were made using 
cannon and machine guns and dropping small bombs. 
2. Aircraft was engaged on last three runs and 
probably damaged. 3« One man slightly wounded. 
Ship undamaged. (F.O.C.N.A. 1316A/30 to Admty.)

/Force
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T32
30.10.1941.
Thursday._____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic-Gontd.

For Adm. Somerville, ref Admty. 1947/29 (N.T. 
in W.D.) Intend to transfer flag to MALAYA A.M. 
1/11, (S.O. Force H . , 1422A/30 to Admty.).
W,R. Note. D.O.D. (H) please pass to Adm. Somer
ville.

Following received from COMMANDANT DOMINS (begins) 
- After escorting CORNISH CITY to the Azores 
searched for convoy 0.S.9 unsuccessfully 3 days 
on presumed route, request P.C. and S. 1900A/29 - 
(Ends). Give her instructions. (D.T.D.
1633A/30 to F.O.G.N.A.)

W e ’

French motor Fishing boat GLADIATEUR (corrupt 
group) Croix entered Corunna 29/10 reported Master 
taken ill. (Gibraltar 1830/30 to Admty.)

Workmen offered bonus to complete load night 
31st. (Bilbao 1847/30 to Admty.)

Admty. 10j>7A/29 para. 5 . Propose R/V in position 
-K. 043° N. 020° W. at 1700A/?4/ll. (F.O.G.N.A., 
2254A/30 to G. in G. W.A.)

Sout h Atlantic.

ALCANTARA sailed 0300Z/30 to R/V with Convoy 
C.F.3. at 1200Z/31. (N.O.I.C. Port Elizabeth
O816Z/30 to Admty. etc.)

Boom vessel BARRYMORE is to be despatched to 
Takoradi forthwith to expedite laying of A/T 
boom. As soon as vessel can be spared BARRYMORE 
is to return to Pointe Noire to complete boom 
-operations at that port. (B.N.L.O. Freetown 
0831N/30 to B.N.L.O. Pointe Noire).

Your 1555R/29* (T.L.G. 130 derelict sighted 
by U.S.S. MILWAUKEE). Request description of 
derelict. (G. in G. S.A. 0941N/30 to B.A.D.)

/Atlantic
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South Atlantic-Contd.
Instructions in A.M. 0001/1/5/41 Section 4 
para. 12 are temporarily suspended. (A.C.N.S. 
(T) 1057A/30 to S.O.I.'s Capetown, Kingston) 
See 1100/30.

There are 21 Military survivors ex SHAHRISTAN 
in Ponta Delgada. These may not he embarked in 
a man of war. Request name of suitable ship if 
any in S.L. 92 with excess of speed over Convoy 
and necessary accommodation. (Admty.,
1058A/30 to C. in C. S .A.)

Your 1150N/28 and 1302/28, these instructions 
are being temporarily suspended. They were 
introduced as a result of experience to facilitate 
re-routeing of independent ships approaching 
West African ports. It is appreciated that in 
view of your 2051N/26 there is not the same 
necessity for them but it might be desirable 
to reintroduce them should it not be possible 
to continue these convoys. Presume you have 
considered question of tankers and occasional 
-independents from the west and that it will take 
about two weeks to reintroduce these instructions. 
(A.C.N.S. (T) llOOA/30 to C. in C. S.A.)

Governor of Cape Verde Islands interviewed me 
concerning British aeroplanes flying over some 
of these islands 23/10. Expressed full confidence 
in Britain respecting neutrality and requested 
that British visiting aeroplanes do not fly over 
any part of these islands. (Consul, St.
Vincent, 1450/30 to F.O.)

Loss of DARKDALS at St. Helena raises the 
problem of an intermediate fuelling port for 
ships of limited endurance between Freetown and 
Cape. Propose as first action to send BULLMOUTH 
now at Freetown to Pointe Noire to be available 
to fuel MALINES, ANTWERP and BRIGAND and remain 
there for the present. There is no Admiralty 
oil at Walvis Bay. Request early reply as 
BULLMOUTH should sail for this service as soon 
as possible. (C. in G. S.A. l601N/^0 to Admty.)

/Rafts
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic-Qontd.
At various times between p.m./28 and p.m./29 
three rafts have been washed up between Olinda 
and Cabo respectively north and south of town 
of Pernambuco.(Evidently American) (Description). 
No identification marks. All indications 
seem to shew that rafts had not been afloat for 
over seven days. (Consul, Pernambuco, 161+52/30 
to S.O.I. Montevideo).

Following from British Consul, St. Vincent 
(begins) (l) Reported anchored Janella Bay 
Island St. Antonia 27/10 two enemy submarines, 
not confirmed to date, 1030/30 (ends). (C. in C. 
S.A. 2008N/30 to Admty.)

Deoarture 1255/30 with convoy S.T.7. VANSITTART, 
CYCLAMEN, ASTER, ARMERIA. (S.O.I. Freetown 
2025N/30 to Admty. etc.)

Movements of Group 3.6 (OMAHA, SOMERS).
1. Left Pernambuco 29/10 to arrive in 15° N. 
26° W. on 3/11> returning thence to Pernambuco 
arriving 8/11. 2. Leave Pernambuco 9/11 for
Trinidad so as to arrive 15/11. (D.O.D. (F)
2127A/30 to C. in C. S.A., R.A.S.A.D.)

Mediterranean.

Cancel Admty. 1509/29.
(A-C.N.S. (F) 0035A/30 to C. in C. E.I., C. in 
Med.)

1 Tanker, 1 destroyer 03I+0 j>2' 071° 10', course 
and speea 070° 8 knots 071+0A/30. Will orobably 
hug coast. (Capt.S.10, 09U7A/30 to UTMOST).

/Enemy
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Mediterranean-Contd.
Enemy Convoy. Small convoy has been sighted and should pass 
TRUSTY. ' through 037° 58' 019° 50’ at 1700B/30. Course

155°, speed 10 knots, probably bound vicinity 
032° N. 020° E. (Capt. S.l. 1131B/30 to TRUSTY).

Air_ Night of 29-30/10, 12 Wellington aircraft attacked
Operations. shipping in Heraklion and Suda Bay off Crete.

Clouds obscured the results in Heraklion Bay, 
but a freight ship was hit in Suda Bay and a 
second was seen to be straddled by bombs.
(D.O.R. 1/11).

SOKOL. Leave patrol p.m./31 pass through 038° 35' 013° 
51' and 038° 16' 012° 08* making passage through 
Q.B.B. 65 daylight 2/11 to arrive Malta by N.W. 

a channel a.m./3. UTMOST arrives O63OA/3 from 
south east. (Capt. S.10, 1211A/30 to S/M SOKOL)

Alexandria
Raid.

-OUTMOST.

Alexandria air raid 1900 to 2015/29. About 12 
enemy. 5 sticks accounted for round very large 
Perimeter. No damage. Casualties one British 
Army Officer. High level bombing 12-15,000 
feet. Bright moon, light 7 tenths light cloud, 
lil.,000 feet. 2 fighters. No illuminations.
No interceptions. (R.A. Alexandria, 1235B/30 
to Admty.)

Leave patrol through as requisite 035° 42'
012° 55* and 035° 2+2' 012+° 10* to arrive Marsam- 

v xett 0630A/3. Polish S/M SOKOL arrives A.M.
' same day by north west Channel. (Capt. S.10, 
1310A/30 to UTMOST).

Turkish For Adm. Kelly. Your 122+8/28. Agree that this
Defences. is a most delicate matter but it is desirable

to have at least a proportion of British ratings 
as I should ? feel concerned about the safety 
of ships in comparatively open (?anchorage) of 
Iskanderun if they had to rely for their 
protection on loop (?procedure) watched 
exclusively by Turkish personnel. Would it be 
practicable to suggest sending a fairly strong 
party as ostensible instructors and for ^main
tenance) with idea of spinning out their time 
as long as possible? It seems likely that_we 
should know fairly soon which way the cat is 
going to jump. (0. in G. Med., 1602B/30 to 
N.A. Angora).

/Tripoli
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean-Contd.
18 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli Marshalling 
yards, railway buildings, and engine shed 1750 
to 2250 hours. Hits railway lines, large 
explosions and fires Marshalling yards visible 
60 miles away. (H.Q. R.A.F, Malta, 1715/30).

Message 1230/29 from Overt. Request all possible 
may be done to obtain priority for Principal 
items required to re-equip M.N.B.D.O. If^this 
is not done there will be considerable delay 
before organisation will be ready to function 
in its proper role. (0. in C. Med., 1832B/30 
to Admty.)

My 2034/26. The following targets have been 
engaged during recent bombardments.
(AJ By cruisers, Tobruk Eastern Battery night 
20/21. Bardia area petrol dump and headquarters 
night 2p/24, Bardia area gun repair depot and 
vicinity night 25/ 26.
(B) By destroyers, Bardia harbour facilities 
night 21/22, Solium village area 23/24. No 
detailed information of results received or 
likely since targets were all dispersed areas 
but reports from spotting aircraft are satisfactoiy.
2. Tobruk supply temporarily suspended during 
moon period except for Schooners. Two M.T.B’s 
entered Bardia harbour night 26/27 and carried 
out successful minelaying operation. Request 
no mention.
3. Alexandria air raid, about 12 aircraft, 
no damage.
4. Levant A/T Baffle at Tripoli now complete 
and Baffle at Beirut being relayed.
5. Submarines. THUNDERBOLT sunk two-masted 
caique at 1904/10 bound for Kaso Strait, in 
position 035° 31’ N. 026° 25’ E. (C. in G.
Med., 1956b/p O toAdmty.)

Following from Chiefs of Staff No. 193. Ref. 
C.O.S. No., 187, paras. 1 and 3 should now be 
cancelled as Air Ministry are sending out 
immediately to Malta two long-range Whitleys 
for this purpose. Air Min. X. 198 of 28/10 to 
H.Q., R.A.F.; M.E* refers. (1st S.L. 2227A/30 
to C. in G. Med.)

/Enemy
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Enemy
Advance
Crimea.

Mediterranean-Contd,
N.L.O. Black Sea reports: Operations Crimea
front, several mechanised groups Broke through 
and penetrated up to 50 kilometres inland. 
Situation serious unless these can "be raoidly 
destroyed. T.0.0. 1715C/50. (Ends).
(C. in C. Med., 2j>40B/50 to Admiralty.)

DERMA
(Italian). Left Barcelona j>0/10 for Genoa. (D.S. 789, 2/11).
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East Indies.

Your 0/7/25 of 25/10. Open war with Vichy 
French in French Somaliland is opposed to 
policy of H.M.G.
If approached by tribesmen, you should inform 
them that we are not at war with Vichy France 
and that they can therefore expect no open 
assistance from us. Free French should conform 
to this direction.
(W.0., 0100/30 to G.O.C. in C. E. Africa).

Departure GLASGOW escorting B.A.8. 
(S.O.(I) Bombay, 0151Z/30 to Admty etc).

My 1305/27. DEMPO due Bombay 31 /10. Can this 
ship be used for one voyage to Suez sailing 
about 12/11 with 1500 Indian troops before 
proceeding U.K.?
(P.S.T.O. India, OU52Z/30 to D. of S.T. )

Re Tug SIR GUTHRIE RUSSELL hired from Vizagapatam 
Port Trust in July for handling monster liners 
at Trincomalee, grounded at Trinco on 11/7 
while in naval service. Request approval to 
accept liability for repairs.
(C. in C. E.I., 065UZ/30 to Admty).

Convoy C.M.18 X sailed 29/10 for Aden. Details. 
E.T. A. 0300Z/8/11. (S.S.T.0. Durban, 103UZ/30 
to S.S.T.O. Aden).

Your 0736/20 approved. Views are concurred in 
-generally.
(Head of M. , Approved by A.C.IT.S. (F) 1601A/30 
to C. In C. E.I.)

Your 1102/6. Location of Port T should be 
regarded secret as long as possible. Action on 
your para 5 will be taken in due course. 
Meantime if Base Ship has to transmit a Naval 
General Call Sign should be used.
(Head of M . , 2118A/30 to C. in C. E.I.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

3 0 .1 0 .1 9 4 1 .T h u r s d a y .

C h in a .
R e q u e s t  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  d o c k in g  a n d  r e p a i r s  
t o  QUEEN MART a t  S in g a p o r e  com m encing  a b o u t  
5 /1 2  a f t e r  c o m p le t io n  o f  U .S .1 3 .  E s t im a te d  
p e r i o d  i n  d o c k  o n e  m o n th .
T e n t a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  m ade f o r  d o c k in g  
QUEEN ELIZABETH a f t e r  U. S . l b ,  a b o u t  b e g in n in g  
o f  F e b . 1 9 4 2 . E s t im a te d  p e r i o d  i n  d o c k  t h r e e  
w e ek s . S h ip s  s h o u ld  b e  k e p t  a t  n o t  m ore  th a n  
o n e  w e e k ’ s  n o t i c e  d u r in g  p e r i o d  i n  h a n d .
(D . o f  D . , 0 1 3 9 A /3 0  t o  A .S . , S in g a p o r e ) .

A m eric a  & W est I n d i e s .
My 1 5 4 1 2 /2 9 . R e p o r t  s t a t e s  JAMES E. HUGHES an d  BARWICK a r e  r e t u r n i n g  a n d  now i n  c l o s e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  S y d n ey . F u r t h e r  s i g n a l  w i l l  b e  m ade on  
a r r i v a l  g i v i n g  r e a s o n  f o r  r e t u r n .
(N . S .H . Q. O tta w a , 0 3 2 6 Z /3 0  t o  Admty).«l^-~- k -.*3 
PETUNIA i s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  U .K . a s  o r d e r e d  b y  *
C. i n  C. W.A. 2 . C .C .N . F . i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  
r e p o r t  ¥ /h e th e r  i t  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  tu g s  
w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  make t h e  p a s s a g e  a t  a  l a t e r  
d a t e .  ( V .C .N .S . ,  11 5 3 A /3 0  t o  C. i n  C. W.A. , 
C .C .N .F . ) R e p ly  16 2 7 /1 .

R e c e iv e d  f o l l o w i n g  fro m  C o m ta s k u n i t  
4 . 1 . 6 .  O pnav 1501/29 was r e c e i v e d  to o  l a t e  t o  
s i g n a l  t h e  v e s s e l s  c o n c e r n e d  b e f o r e  d a r k .  A 
s u b m a r in e  w as s i g h t e d  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  a h e a d  a t  
d u s k  19-30 G. C. T. b u t  l o s t  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s .
H ave n o t  d i s p e r s e d  s h i p s  and  c o n v o y  Commodore 
c o n c u r s .  U n le s s  o t h e r w i s e  d i r e c t e d  w i l l  d i s p e r s e  
them  a t  d u sk  to m o rro w  3 0 /1 0 .
(O p n av , 0 8 3 5 /3 0  t o  A dm ty ).

/WASAGA
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America and West Indies-Gontd.
On completion duty with INDOMITABLE on l/ll 
return to Bermuda to complete with fuel. Leave 
Bermuda A.M./2 and proceed "by most direct route 
to Halifax. (C. in C. A.W.I. 0952Q/30 to WASAGA, 
GOWICHAN).

My 1518R/18. BURNHAM slightly delayed, hoped 
she will sail tomorrow pl/10. Report of sailing 
will he made hy ship after trial. (B.A.R.M. 
1031+R/30 to Admty.)

Arrival 30/10. (St. Thomas, 1519/30 to D. of 
S. T.)

Following for Adm. Little from 1st S.L.
I am informed hy C.A.S. that Harris on his 
return mentioned conversion of American freight 
train carriers into aircraft transports. Our 
own aircraft transports cannot deal with larger 
aircraft than Naval types. Our aircraft carriers 
would also have difficulty in embarking large 
aircraft apart from question of such employment 
being uneconomical. In view of great help to 
our operations generally if transport of R.A.F. 
bomber types can be speeded up, request you will 
endeavour in concert with Supply Council to 
obtain two of these conversions providing you 
are satisfied they are suitable for operation 
under Atlantic sea conditions. (1st S.L.
1729A/30 to B.A.D.)

Patrol of OMAHA, SOMERS, modified. Change 
my 1701/29 arrive 15° N. 26° W. from Recife 3 / H .  
Then to point at equator 43° W. Thence arrive 
Trinidad 11/11. (Opnav., 1749/30 to Admty.)

Casablanca 25/10 B.2. Master of FRANCOIS L.D. 
at suggestion of Naval Authorities, has received 
official recognition of his journey without 
stopping for 70 days, slipping through British 
blockade, from Indo China to Casablanca 
with contraband on board. (ii) Algiers 28/10 A.2.

/Owing
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America and West Indies,
FRANCOIS L.D.
Casablanca,
Dakar
intelligence. 

Contd.

Owing to low ebb of Admiralty fuel at Casablanca 
4000 tons fuel oil is being transferred to Casa
blanca by Navy from its stocks in Algeria. B.2. 
In August, 10,000 tons was total amount of naval 
stock then held in Algeria, stocks are now well 
below this figure. U.S. Authorities have been 
asked to ascertain if this movement has already 
begun and whether overland or by sea.
(iii) Dakar 29/10 B.2. Boisson states his 
force "no longer consists of 60 thousand ill 
equipped troops". (B.A.D. Washington 181+1R/30 
to Admty.)

YUKON. My 1826Z/28 (sailing telegram). Delete reference
H.X. 157. to U.S. YUKON, vessel will not make passage with

H.X. 157. (C.O.A.C., 2015Z/30 to Admty.)

New Zealand.
LB Your 2300/23 to F.L.C. LE TRIOMPHANT only and
TRIOMPHANT. l6l!»M/28 and my 0015Z/27 to N.Z.N.B. Navy

Office, Wellington only. Intend to sail 1600M/31 
providing distant cover to CAP DES PALMES.
Request confirmation that ship should proceed 
direct to Wellington instead of Auckland. If 
so, E.T.A. 1300A. (LE TRIOMPHANT, 0500Z/30 to 
-N.Z.N.B., N.O. Wellington).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.

H.G.75,
LEGION.

Co a s a c k survivors.
( sunk 25/10.)
also

Your 1326A/29. My P.C. and S., are 36.50,
22.30, 094° 23. Am returning at best speed 
direct owing to condition of wounded. E.T.A., 
1600A/31. A.P.O. 2901/41 (Survivors)
(a) LEGION, (b) COSSACK (c) 6, (d) 38 (n) 44. 
(o) 2, of (d) Maltese, (p) 4, of (c) 7 of (d) 
including 2 from LEGION.
(q) One of (c), 4 of (d) including one from 
LEGION.
(LEGION, 0400Z/30, to F.O.C.N.A.)

ARIGUANI 
(toroed“oed 
26/10^)

0. 5.q&

My P.C. and S., are at 1700A/30 037° 22* 014° 
40' 095° 7 knots. Water in 3 and 4 holds 
kept down by salvage pump. Weather report. 
(ARIGUANI, 1730A/30, to F.O.C.N.A.)
202 Sqdn., 2 Catalinas escort 0.S.9G. Also 
contact and report ARIGUANI. Dawn to dusk. 
Area covered 16.30 W., to 11.20 W. ARIGUANI 
not met.
(200 Group, 1815/30.)

SAT.TUAS. U. S. S. SALINAS in 0.N.28 hit by two torpedoes
46.51 N., 38.07 W., 0732Z/30. DUPONT standing 
by.0.N.28 proceeding with remaining four 
destroyers. Five additional U.S. destroyers 
despatched Argentia to assistance 0.N.28.&Eonx>£ w . 
CAMPBELL en route Iceland to Argentia and tug 
CHEROKEE Casco Bay proceeding to assistance. 
SALINAS proceeding seven knots course 275° for 
St. Johns.
(Opnav, 1847/30, to Admty.)
SALINAS, oil fuel ship, U.S. Navy, 5375 tons, 
cargo capacity 11,116 tons, also 720 tons 
petrol in 2 tanks. Completed 1920, acquired 
1921. (C.B. 01815 (U).

Submarines Reported.

1340A/29. MALINES 1340A/29 might indicate that one or
more of the 3 or 4 U Boats which have been 
sweeping north from vicinity of Veroes (?Verdes) 
may now be sweeping south. Unless therefore, 
Adty., have definite information that this group 
is now west of Madeira suggest both S.L.91 and 
0.S.9 should be diverted well clear of MALINES 
contact before dark this evening.
(C. in C.S.A., 0943N/30 to Admty.)

/1058 G.M.T---
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

1058 G.M.T.
Submarines Reported. Contd.
Intercept 1058 G.M.T., bearing W ’ly F.A.R.
D R D R D E 72 297 periscope 1100 (Valentia Radio, 1057/30, C. in C. Plymouth, 1200/30.)

0935 G.M.T. D/F Bearings at 0935/30 G.M.T., indicate that 
U-boat is in vicinity of Convoy H.X.156. 
(D.D.I.C., 1210A/30 to Opnav.)

1054 G.M.T. v D/F at 1054/30 G.M.T., indicates that Italian 
U-boat is in the immediate vicinity of Convoy 
H.G.75.
(D.D.I.C., 1224A/30 to Escorts H.G.75.)

1210C. U-boat reported by Mudyuga shore station on 
surface steering East at 1210G/30 in 064°50’
N., 038° 30* E., close to Unskaya inlet (2 corrupt groups' Request you will send Force 
to hunt. Admty., pass to 1st. C.S., lst.M/S 
Flotilla.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1310C/30, to Admty.) 

Estimated U-Boat dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1355A/30, 1356A/30.)(C.N.O., U.S.N. to 
C. in C.A.F. 2135/30.)

1437 G.M.T. D/F bearings at 1437/30 G.M.T. indicate U/boat in 
vicinity of Convoy S.C.51.
(D.D.I.C. 1951/30 to Opnav.)

27/10. Following from British Consul St. Vincent (begins) 
(l) Reported anchored Janella Bay Island St. Antonia, 27/10, two enemy submarines, not 
confirmed to date 1030/30 (ends).
(C. in C.S.A., 2008N/30 to Admty.)

1023 G.C.T. 
1237 G.C.T.

0.N.28, Serial 9, D/F bearings at 1023 and 1237 
G.C.T. to-day indicate that you still being 
shadowed.(Opnav, 2125/30, to Comtask Unit 4.1.6.)
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30.10.1941.
Thursday.

Submarines Attacked.
By A/C_._ Am over enemy S/M in 48° OS' 09° 08*.

(A/C 2.1, 1450/30, to 19 Oroup.)
W.D. Note. D.S.787 gives position as 47.58 N., 
09.08 W., and states attack was by Hudson A/C 
II/53, and that Catalina 3/209 attacked at same 
time.
Enemy S/M previously reported is still on 
surface Course 215° speed 15 knots.
(A/C Z, 1505/30, to 19 Group.)
Proceed at best speed to attack damaged 
U/boat in 48° 20' N. , 9° 20' V/.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1633/30, to KUJAWIAK, 
ATHERSTONE.
D/F Bearing confirms U-boat in approx., same 
position. Codeword for help message "Obstacle'.'
(C. in C. Plymouth 2146/30 to KUJAWIAK,ATHEHSTONE.)

By A/C• Am over enemy submarine in 46.10 N., 8.35 W.,
sighted on surface and observed to submerge 
270° 8 knots.
(A/C A.l, 1450/30, 1456/30 to 19 Group.)

By A/C.

U.8.
Destroyers.

Am over enemy submarine in 47.59 N . , 9.09 V/. , 
1 1 0 0 .
(A/C H.1, 1501/30 to 19 Group.)
Have attacked enemy with depth charges and 
estimate 1 hit. Am returning to base. Engine 
trouble.
(A/C ? 23, 1525/30 to 19 Group.)

44.20 N., 40.10 W., 1450Z/30, Task Group 14.3 
reports several possible submarine contacts.
At 1520 definite metallic contact and propeller 
noises. Destroyers attacked and one oil 
slick seen.
(Opnav, 1750/30, to Admty.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

British Air Operations.
Coastal Command aircraft successfully attacked 
shipping off Ameland this morning and off 
Terschelling after dark this evening.

Enemy Air Operations.
Faeroes Fish carrier FALKUR was attacked and 
damaged at 0915 today off Sando, Faeroes.

WESTMINSTER reported Convoy F.N£39 being 
attacked at intervals from 1816a  to 2152 off 
Southwold. S.S. NICOLAOS PIANGOS was set on 
fire, grounded and broke in two, and S.S. 
BRITISH FORTUNE was sunk at 1930.

Mining.
Yaranger Soviet S/Ms have laid mines across the entrance
-Fiord. to Kirkenes#.

Mining by enemy aircraft in the Bristol 
Channel was suspected last night.
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SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic.
A report from Lisbon states that Portuguese 
schooner NINA has been intercepted by a 
British ship and escorted to Gibraltar for 
inspection. She is alleged to have been 
transporting goods to Occupied France.

Owing to the increased commitments for 
tanker escort, for which trawlers are 
unsuitable until fitted with better W/T, 
F.O.C.N.A. asks for the allocation of an 
additional corvette group to his command.

Mediterranean,
The four R.A.N. destroyers have now all been 
withdrawn from the Mediterranean for refitting. 
The Admiralty propose that they should join 
the China Station as they complete.

America & West Indies.
U l SA. ’A’ 4k, i. HAme^Y. 

Suspicious British S.S. HARMONY at Boston reports sighting 
Tanker. a 3>000 ton tanker stopped in kb, 2k N. ,

1+9.42 W., on 21/10 with Portuguese colours 
and"OSANTA PRINCESSA, Portugal” amidships.
It is possible this may have been a German 
supply ship.

R.A.N.
Destroyers.
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SITUATION REPORT.

U-Boat Campaign.
CAMEIjIA at 15U5 today reported that she was 
chasing and engaging with gunfire two S/Ms. 
on the surface in 53° 21* N., 2 6 ° 2U* W. At 
1730A she reported that both S/Ms escaped on 
the surface at high speed.

H. X. 156
uTSTs. “
REUBEN JAMES. 
sunk.,

Task Unit U. 1.3 escorting H.X. 1 5 6  was attacked 
hy U-boat at 05UOZ today in 51° 59’ N. , 27.° 5' W 
U.S. destroyer REUBEN JAMES was torpedoed and 
sunk.

0.S.10 FREESIA at 2130Z reported that Convoy 0.S.10 
had been attacked by one or more S/Ms. and one 
ship sunk. Her position was 50° 52’ N.,
2 k ° 6 ’ W.

A Hudson of Coastal Command attacked a U-boat 
at 1217 today, 2/+0 miles S.W. of Ushant and 
estimates a direct hit on the bows by depth 
charge. Two other depth charges exploded within 
20 feet of the bows. Large quantities of oil 
came up.
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Policy.

Requested that DIRKJE now at Barrow and ready 
for sea early November he sailed in convoy for 
Halifax for onward passage to Curacao.
No British Liaison Officer is embarked and her 
armament Is one 5 c.m. gun and a few light 
machine guns.
k* C. in C. A.W.I. is requested to sail 
DIRKJE independently from Halifax to Curacao 
following as fhr as possible the American 
coast line.
5. It is intended that she should be stationed 
at Curacao for minesweeping duties under 
S.N.N.0. Curacao.
(D.M.S., 1222A/31)

Co-operation with Russia.

Information as to ice and fuelling of convoys. 
(S.B.N.0. Archangel, li+550/31) See Lion and 
Tiger Copies.

Movements.

MARSDALE is to leave patrol at 2359A/2 and 
proceed to Gibraltar passing through (A) 
033° N., 30° W.
2. F. O.C.N. A. Is requested to signal onward 
route from A.
(S.O.W.P. , 10l|.0A/3l)

Sailed to comply with C. in C. W.A. 1620A/26. 
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry, lh27A/30)

(i) RORQUAL is to pass 270° Wolf Rock 3.0 
miles and R/V with LA CAPRICIEUSE in 250°., 
Trevose Head 10 miles at 07U5A/3.
(ii) Lights for 10 minutes each half-hour as 
follows.
(iii) T. B.R. in Area 51 north of 050° N., and 
east of 006° 30' W., will be in force from 
0100A/3 to 1200A/3.
(Capt. S.3., 1W-7A/31 to RORQUAL)

/SEAWOLF,
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1455C/31st October 
M E S S A G E  IN

From S.B.N.O. Arohange1 Bate 2.11,41. 
Reed. 1054.

INTERDEPAIMENTAL CYPHER BY W/T
BB0IRCU1AT1QN M D  ̂

aw .

Addressed Admiralty Repeated G, in C. Home Fleet, 
G.S.l, 0.S.10, S.O. 1 M / S  Flotilla, R.A.D., Admiral 
Miles. * '/,
- ■ “  W f  * - •

Following information given by Papanin Head of 
Northern Ice Service. ’ y

(A) River this year should be clear of ioo for., 
destroyers even if unstrengthened up to first week < -g ' 
December. :i

<*■
(B) From first week to end of December escorts . y" 

could best fuel Molotovsk. There is less ice there 
than at Bar. . .1

(G) From end of December until March escorts should tv- 
be based Murmansk or Iokangaett. Fuel for latter- would *' -
have to be supplied by tankers from Murmansk. " :' ‘ * • v

• A ’ 1  * ■

2» My personal opinion Papanin over optimistical*. ;;V
Naval Authorities have not repeat not confirmed that * , • ■-
Molotovsk can be used but matter of substituting pursued, t .
3. Recommendations •- •

• i . ’-*■* r
■ ft ■ . V ». •* ’ * *

(A) Escorts should remain based at approaches to M
IrcliansGl for as long as practicable in order not repeat/4 
not to increase turn round time of convoy. ;r .

(B) Murmansk to be used when ice conditions do not 1 
repeat not permit of escorts being based Archangel.

(0) Cruisers to fuel Archangel for as long as ‘ v;;
possible for whole convoy to proceed in company which 
will probably be end of December. From then on to turn 
back with escorts and fuel Murmansk.

(D) Iokangaett only to be used by escorts when it / • 
is necessary to use it as emergency anchorage when whole * 
of convoy is unable to pass through Gorlo atJany one time.

(E)/........



.XU } "  2 ~
. . Jp. ' * •

(E) Escorts of P Q 3 onward to arrive Archangel 
with sufficient fuel to proceed Murmansk i f  required. 
Admiralty pass to a ll addressees except S.O. 1 M/S 
F lo tilla  and C.S.l.

14550/31 )■

/ Action taken by w/£.
Advance copy sent Duty Captain, D.O.D.(H) and

D.T.D

# 0 *1 ®

1st Lord 
1st S.L,
2a<l S.L.
3rd S.L.
4th S.L.
5th S.L.
T.C.K.S.
a .,o.n.s.,(h).
A*C,N.S.(F).
A. C.N.S. T) (2),
a, o, n: s.<w).,
33. A. 1st S.L.
35, ef P.C2).
2.0. 15. (H).
B. O.O.D.(H).
35.0. D .(F ) , 
a B .O .D .( F ) .  •

D, S, D,
D.M.A.B.
B. o f L.B. 
B.A/S.W.
B.M.S.
X.P. (21),
W.D.
Duty Captain (2), 
Head o f M.
B.T.S.d.
D. D .I .c.
E. P. S.
-D,T,D. (2)
D.T.D. (M)
N.X.D. 10 (Paymaster Cdr. Wilson) 
D.G.D.
D.H.M.S.
D, of S.’T. 
il.I.D .16,
&.E. <31,

abd
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Movements. - Contd.
Sailed escorted by CUTTY SARK in accordance 
with my 1050/30. Admiralty pass S.B.N.0. 
Murmansk. (A.C.O.S., 1728A/31).

My 1730/30. Sailed 13H5* Route to Clyde. 
HAZEL has no W/T or D/G in operation. 
(A.C.I.C. , 1739/31).

Request you will take SHEFFIELD under your 
orders and sail from Scapa for Hvalfjord 
P.M./lst. (C. in C. H.F. , 1836A/31 to C.S.18)

E.T.A. Scrabster 1200/2 having on board 6 
Trade Union staff and 6 Russian delegates. 
(A.C.O.S., 1911A/31)

Operations.
Commencing on night 3/k trawlers patrolling 
on searched channel between 5HC Buoy and 
No. 5 Buoy inclusive are normally to be 
stationed one mile to the westward of the 
channel buoys or at such less distance to the 
westward as may be necessitated by low visibility. 
-Whilst convoys are passing they are to 
withdraw to a distance of five miles to the 
westward of the buoys provided safe navigation 
permits. If weather is such that type 1H0 
cannot be relied on to give indication of 
approach of convoys, the patrols are similarly 
to withdraw to the westward in ample time, 
if necessary laying a lighted Dan Buoy on 
which to maintain position.
If there is any indication of channels being 
mined, they are to be searched immediately 
enemy have retired. Patrols between 3unk and 
position Z will be stationed one mile to the 
eastward of the channel buoys as hitherto.
(C. in C. Nore, lllijA/31)

ATHENE’S 1116/26. ATHENE completed loading
and proceeded down river to Tail of Bank A.M./31.
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 12H1/31)

/S/M
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations. - Contd.

P .36 is carrying out diving patrol between 0U9° 
and 050° N., 012° and 01U° W.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1538/31 to ATHERSTONE).

M.L. 186 and 182 are searching for French 
fishing ship sighted in 0U9° 21* N. , 7° 50’ W. 
at 1610. (C. in C. Plymouth, 1756/31 to 
ATHERSTOIIE, KUJAWIAK).
If Trawler is not found abandon search in time 
to arrive Scilly Isles 0730/1. This is a 
repetition of my 20U0/31.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 20U6/31 to M.L. 186, M.L. 182).

British Air Activity.
Re recognition light trial with Destroyers of 
next C.E. convoy and aircraft of 11 Group.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1603A/31 to 11 Group)
Your 1603/31* Concur in trial using landing 
lights and that special letter should be used 
for trial, but consider that for normal 
service the letter of the day must be used as 
this signal has universal application. It 
is important therefore that this landing 
light signal must not be liable to interception 
by enemy aircraft in the vicinity.
(C. in C. Nore, 2236A/31 to C. in C. Portsmouth).

"Bert", "Stand", and "Stab" in operation. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1839/31).

Enemy Air Activity.
FALKUR attacked by enemy A/C at 0915 today off 
Sando. All U bombs missed and no casualties 
from machine gun fire. Ship damaged but 
brought into Port.
Myggenaes Lighthouse was attacked yesterday 
between 1200 and 1230 resulting in slight 
damage and no casualties. The 2 bombs dropped 
failed to explode. (N.O.I.C. Faeroes, l6lOA/3l).

/Convoy



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Convoy 
F. N£39

NICOLAOS 
PI ARGOS.
( Gr.,eslL»
4499 tons).

Bristol_
Channel.

MANXMAN.

S.N.83 A. 
SHEFFIELD.

Varanger
Fiord.

Sunk Buoy.

7 SI
31.10.1941. 
Friday. __

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity. - Contd.

Aircraft are attacking in 147° Southwold 14- 
(WESTMINSTER, 1816A/31).
My 1816.A. Periodical attack continuing. 
(WESTMINSTER, 1936/31)
Enemy A/C bombing convoy "Attempt” in 130° 
Southwold 11. (WESTMINSTER, 1943/31)
Enemy bombing Convoy "Attempt" in 082° Southwold 
12. (WESTMINSTER, 2152/31)

Arrival GUILLEMOT with Survivors from 
S.S. NICOLAOS PIANGOS.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 2345A/31) Jso f*.yS3

Mining.

All Bristol Channel Ports excepting Newport,
Watchet and R. Parrett will be open from
1300 to 2100 today. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 1048A/31).

My 1303A/30. Sailed 1055.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1155A/31)

My 1112A/29, para 2. As SHEFFIELD is required 
for another operation request, if circumstance 
permit, you will release her at nightfall today. 
(C. in C. H.F. , 1231A/31 to RA.M).

Mines have been laid by Soviet submarines 
across entrances to Kirkenes and following 
areas are considered to be dangerous due to 
mines:
(i) to southward of a line drawn 90° (?from) 
Kim Island 69° 54’ 36" N., 29° 56’ 00" E., to 
longitude 30° 12 ’ 30" E.
(ii) To southward of a line joining following 
positions (a) 69° 56* 30" N. , 29° 42' 00" E. 
(b) 69° 56* 30" N., 29° 52’ 00" E.
(S.B.N.0. North Russia, 1339C/31).

Navigational.

My 1942/30. Sunk Buoy relit.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1555A/31) (Hydrographer, 
1735A/31).
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EAGLESCLIFPE
HALL.

ALDER.
p l o t t aT

RODNEY.

LAGUNA BELLE. 
(Paddle 
Mlneswe ep er

ST. OLAVES
vsnsrCARBINEER II 
Cb Td . V.J 
damaged.

31.10.19U1. Friday.
HOME COMIvIANDS.

Technical.
C. A.P.0. 2121/Ul is the first official 
information received by me that German electric 
torpedoes have only a 5,1+00 yards range. This 
information vitally affects stationing of 
escorts. Request any further information of 
operational value obtained from GRAPH may 
be promulgated immediately.
(2) A point on which information is desired is 
depth to which she can dive.
(C.in C. W.A., 1632/31 to Admty).

Casualties & Defects.
SABINE with EAGLESCLIPPE HALL in tow proceeding 
course 290 at 0916.
(P.O.I.C. Yarmouth, 1017A/31).
EAGLESCLIPPE HALL left Cley in tow of SABINE 
at 0915 today. Expect reach Humber before dark. 
Vessel undamaged but screw badly fouled with 
boom wires. Can be cleared without diver. 
(Salvage Officer 1110/31)

ALDER and FLOTTA are both lying in exposed 
position. Prospect of salvage dependent on 
weather. Crew of former being returned to 
Lowestoft, that of latter standing by ship. 
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 1122/31)

If RODNEY is to serve in the tropics immediate 
consideration must be given to the following 
ventilation and water-cooling requirements. 
Details. See also my letter 1003/217 of 10/10 
and S. 0. Force H letter 901/3U3 of 15/10 and 
my signal 19U6 (?B) 18/5.
(RODNEY, 1131A/31 to Admty).

SEA GIANT proceeded to assist LAGUNA BELLE 
broken down. Position 20G buoy.
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 1600/31)

Whilst assisting B.D. V. CARBINEER II destroyer 
L.0.3 passed at speed creating a heavy swell. 
ST. OLAVES sustained damage to several feet 
of starboard rubbing band. CARBINEER II 
sustained damage to bridge supports.
(AQUAMARINE, 1800A/31).

/SPEEDY
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Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
SPEEDY
(Fleet Aground Laplootminskie. Request (group omitted)
Minesweeper), may He sent. (SPEEDY, 1900C/31)

niQLBsais-.
^NIOOLAOS"PIANG03.
(Coru-fLrr\i) 

u L . 4 t -  iry

n.n. my)

Am attempting to save burning DIMITRldVs INGLES3IS* in 280° Shipwash 3 miles.
Request tug. (GUILLEMOT, 1919A/31)
* W.D. Note VUCOLAOS PIANGOS cf. Enemy Air 
Activity. P.75'1.
Your 1919. Tug proceeding from Harwich.
(C. in C. Nore, 1951A/31 to GUILLEMOT). 
Departure tug DIVERSION at 2055A.
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth, 2059A/31)
Departure Tug STALWART.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 2105A/31)
My 2023. Ship breaking in half. Abandoned 
attempt to salvage. Considered aground in 
051° 58’ U5" N., 001° 37’ 30” E. Am returning 
to Harwich with survivors. 8 missing. 
(GUILLEMOT, 21U9A/31) . ft

PETER
He n d r i k s^
(a/S Trawler).

Unable to proceed with B. B. 95. Steering gear 
janmed. (F.O.I.C. Belfast, 23^40A/31)

■* &ISo t u c Y  f *  fi- c ■»

Shipping & Convoys.
W.S.12 Z. My 06U6/30. Proposed embarkation programme
C. T. 6. now delayed by 1+8 hours. Detailed proposals

are as follows. (D. of S.T. , 031UA/31)

"Steward^ Ships for "Steward” to proceed independently
to Swansea Bay and to be sailed thereafter at 
0930/1. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 10U8A/31)

L.
CAMELIA. Not met. My P.C.S. are 053° (?30’) N., 026°

* " 20’ W., 200°, 12. All (?corvettes) in
company. (CAMELlA, 1U15A/31)

/Route
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Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
A.M.195U/7th July. Add to para 11. If a ship 
is fitted with an H/F Transmitter this fact is 
to he indicated by use of the following phrase:- 
"H/F Transmission". (D.T.D., 1U59A/31)

N. C.S.O. Methil's 1501/31. I gave permission 
in my 1558/26/3/2+1 for the E. C. Convoys to pass 
through the Pentland Firth during dark hours 
as their time of sailing was governed by the 
passage up the East Coast from Southend. Request 
time of sailing of El!. 1 may be adjusted' to 
pass Pentland Firth in daylight.
(A.C.O.S. , 1822/31)

EMPIRE METEOR S.C.50 has been diverted to 
Loch Ewe for 500 tons bunkers and to sail with 
O.N.S. 33 for inclusion in P. Q. 2+. If 
possible ship will be sent ahead of convoy to 
save daylight 3/11 FOCH ROSE and BLISWORTH 
will arrive from Oban 2/11 with bunkers.
Please give movement every priority and berth 
ship if possible where coaling will be 
unaffected by weather.
(D.T.D. , 182+9A/31 to N.O.I.C. Aultbea)

My 1358A/26, para !+•  ̂Under this first you 
would be required to provide local escort as 
follows. (2) P. Q. convoyB- to vicinity of 
Jan Mayen. (3) Q.p. convoys- (a) if proceeding 
Hvalfjord, to relieve ocean escort in the 
vicinity of ,3an Mayen, (b) If proceeding 
direct to U.K. to relieve destroyers ocean 
escort in the vicinity of Jan Mayen. Destroyers 
would then refuel Seidisfjord and return to 
relieve the trawlers with convoy. (2+) Home 
Fleet charge document E Y now in transit refers. 
(5) Request your remarks. (C. in C. H.F. , 
1932A/31 to A.C.I.C.)

Scapa departures. C.S.10 in KENYA with INTREPID, 
BEDOUIN. E.T.A. Seydisfjord 1300/2.
(A.C.O.S., 2307/31).

PETER HENDRIKS unable to proceed. Steering 
gear jammed. KINGSTON BERYL being instructed 
by F.O.I.C. Milford Haven to leave 0.N.&.32 
to reinforce B. B.95» (F.O.I.C. Belfast, 232+OA/31)

vL—  D / tru—.
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SECRET MESSAGE IN’

From B.A.D. Washington

1733R/31st Octohc • 
Date 1/11/41 
Reed. 0350

P d — i  n v 1 P.T.

HAVAIj CYPHER X Ki CAM  raoiiBSt. o f H-T-'W

Addressed S.0,(I) Freetown Repeated S.O/p Gibraltar 
Admiralty

IMMEDIATE • " : .

937

Date

Casablanca 28th October A.l.

Nationality Name Port of Departurei Desb- 
inatio:

19th French ANDORfld’ Dakar Marsel1
Oct.

22nd French CAP ST. Oran Dakar
Oct. MARTIN . .

C ftP iT R iie  Smut M K T n J  *
22nd French SCHIAFFINO Oran —

Oct. FRERES

22nd French IMS ROUSSE . Oran

*

22nd.
Oct.
22nd
Oct.
22nd
Oct.
22nd
Oct.
22nd
Oct.
23rd
Oct.

,23rd
Oct.

23rd 
Oct. 
23rd 
Oct '

Moroccan. OUED TIFLET - Oran

Spanish BESCHI ~

Spanish SOTON fto ̂ ^ M a laga .
•• *■ . * *•. ■" *. 4■ ; * .4 5 '-

Spanish TQM Valencia , Bilbao

Portugese ST. EIRENA .'Gibraltar Lisbon
h/t ••/'

jJs: BOURGES Dakar /■/ '.-BordeauxFrench

French

French

CAPITAINE - . Oran : . : Dakar; 
LE BROBAT - ' . ‘ ' ,

p i l R G P T

CEVENNES Oran / .--Dakar *
t *\  ̂

Portugese AMPHRITITE Gibraltar-Setubal 
?firiFir(L\T£ 1° ' . > •

• * »* <* %

%. ■



Date

24thOct.
24th
Oct.
24thOct.
24th
Oct.
24thOct.
25thOct.
25th
Oct.
27thOct.
27thOct.
29thOct.

Nationality
2 -

Name Port ofDemrl-.i tpp
€'

Destinatinn
French BELLS ISLE Dakar Marseilles
French «, CONDE Dakar Marseilles
French MONTAIGNE Marseilles Dakar
French PROVIDENCE Marseilles Dakar

p Spanish
■ ifs
French .

COSTEIRO

FAZON

_ «

Marseilles Dakar
French AROHAMBAUTM> '[ T T lŝ X ;

Oran •- Dakar
French OREGON Dakar

' , ! • • -  ̂
Marseilles

French
•s r

WYOMING ■;;Fort De 
France

>
* -i

French
4 . • SAGITTATE;- mm Marseilles

AP ST. EVRTIN, QUSD TIFLT1 G-PIT.'TAR tt?

1500 tnno °S S 1 on latter at Oasabldaoa (5)automoh?^L2,+ment 15 tons steam tractors 85 tons- •
(6) elect^^fonnf6 rn+1r^ry trucks and three tanks 
800 Tirailleurs o°?7?aJ11§rl S l E ! “ eng9rs Md 4

1733R/31
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Corvettes.
.Tanker
Escorts.

North Atlantic.
Since allocation of Corvettes to Gibraltar, 
corrmitments for Tanker escort have arisen. 
Trawlers until fitted with better W/T, vide ny 
2247A/2 5/9 are unsuitable for this type of 
escort, (ii) With existing number of Corvettes 
it is not always possible to arrange for them to 
escort tankers, therefore request allocation to 
North Atlantic conmand of one additional 
Corvette group. (F.O.C.N.A. 0952A/31 to 
Admty.)

SURVTLLE. C FrenchT" My 1758/28. SURVILLS finished loading. Due 
to sail 1300/31. (N.A. Lisbon 1019/31 to
F.O.C.N.A.)

Fuelling t 
Azores.

Report whether FURY, FORESTER, FORESIGHT, have 
fuelled at Azores. If so, when.
-(C. in C. W.A. 1136A/31 to Capt. D. Greenock.) 
Your 1136A/31/10. None of these ships have 
fuelled at Azores. (FORESIGHT, 1645A/31.)

BARON Following has been read. Your 2322/30. Imposs-
NEWLANDS. ible BARON NEWLANDS sail today, will sail 1300/1,

(Bombed 29/10) will await urgent answer. 4-engined bomber
last night cruised round ship between 2100 and 
2300 hours. (Gibraltar, 1200/31 to Admty.)

Vichy Ships. Your submission X.222/345 dated 25/8. Reply to 
Policy. your B. is still under consideration.

2. Your A. Submarines rules are as stated by you 
with the addition of Admty. 1359/11/3.
3. Your C. Mediterranean sink at sight zones.
Ref. Admty. 0047/17/6. Owing to possibility of 
Vichy tankers being escorted by Vichy warships to 
the Aegean, Vichy warships should still be sunk 
if encountered anywhere within the sink at sî tit 
zones north and east of a line drawn from a 
point 30 miles 130° from Cape Spartivento in 
Sardinia to Marsala in Sicily and thence to the 
Libyan Tunis boundary.
4. Ref. Admty. 2021/20/2 and 1923/22/4. Within 
the Mediterranean merchant ships identified as 
enemy may be sunk at sight within French Terri
torial waters.
5. C. in C. Med. and V.A. Malta are being 
informed of paras. 3 and 4 above by separate 
signal.
6. Ref. your 2 (a), revised code of General 
Instructions for treatment of Vichy warships and 
merchant ships is being taken in hand and will be 
promulgated to submarines, destroyers cruisers and above.
(Head of M. Approved First Lord, 1548A/31 to 
F.O.C.N.A.)

/NINA ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - contd.
Lisbon report states Portuguese schooner NINA 
has been intercepted by a British ship and 
escorted to Gibraltar for inspection, alleged 
to have been transporting goods to Occupied 
France. (D.S. 788.)

Request you will now reply to Admty. 1237A/22. 
(Re seagoing rescue tug to be stationed at 
Azores iOr Funchal). (Head of M. 1950A/31 to 
N.A. Lisbon. Reply: 1051/1.

South Atlantic.
Your 1707/28. Proposals re composition and 
sailing dates. (D.S.T., 0313A/31 to P.S.T.O. 
Simons town.)
D. of S.T. 0313/51. As N.L.O. Durban considers 
it not merely desirable but essential to sail 
C.F.3 before arrival of W.S.12 I intend sailing 
VOLENDAM alone escorted by ALCANTARA. Further 
arrangements will be made for second part of 
convoy when extent of repairs required by 
NEA HELLAS is known.
(F.O.I.C. Simonstown 1517B/31 to C. in C. S.A.) 
C.F.3, ALCANTARA arrived. (2) ALCANTARA escorting 
first part Convoy C.F.3, i.e., S.S. VOLENDAM, 
sailed. E.T.A. Outer End Simonstown searched 
Channel 0400Z/3. S. of A. 13 knots, routed 
R.2 to Simonstown.
(N.L.O. Durban 1327Z/31 to F.O.I.C. Simonstown.) 
Convoy C.F.3 comprised of VOLENDAM only sailed 
for Takoradi 31/10. (Personnel embarked). 
Requirements at Freetown. E.T.A. 1400Z/11. 
(S.S.T.O. Durban 1643B/31 to S.S.T.O Takoradi.) 
Your 1317B/31. In order not to delay HAWKINS 
you should sail her with VOLENDAM for Takoradi. 
DUNNOTTAR CASTLE will be available for remainder 
of C.F.3. (C. in C. S.A. 1715N/31 to F.O.I.C.
Simonstown.)

/Troop • • •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - contd.

Your 0031/28. Free French Authorities in 
London advise that 130 Fusiliers Marins from 
Pointe Noire are same as 128 from Duala. 
Requirement in my 2203/9 is therefore cancelled 
"by Duala's 1114/22. 2. Request anticipated
date of arrival of CHANTILLY at Durban.
(D.S.T. 0319A/31 to C. in C. S.A.)

Amend A.T.2127A/30. Movements of Group 3.6 
(OMAHA, SOMERS). Left Pernambuco 29/10 to 
arrive in 15° N. 26° Y/. on 3/11 thence through 
position Equator, 43° W. to Trinidad arriving 
11/11. (D.O.D.(F) 0855A/31, 1243A/31 to
C. in C. S.A., R.A.S.A.D.) 0855/31 and 1243/31 
cancelled see 1723/2.
B/S NARINGA reports sighting between 0010 and 
0040 G.M.T./29 powerful vertical and stationary 
searchlight beam, estimated to be in 032.25 S., 
009.22 E.
(S.O.I. Capetown, 1427B/31 to Admty. etc.)

My 1645/30. A house flag of American SCANTIC 
lines has been washed ashore at Pernambuco and 
a fourth raft of similar type has come ashore 
Pedras Point, south Cabedelo.
(Consul, Pernambuco, 2045Z/31.)

Mediterranean.

2 Merchant ships, one destroyer, 036° 10' 019° 
50', course 180°, 8 knots at 1010A/31.
(Capt. S.10, 1051A/31 to THRASHER.)
Southbound convoy 33° 08' 19° 38' at 0030B/1. 
(Capt. S.l. 2301Z/31 to THRASHER.)
1 destroyer, 2 merchant ships in 033° 18' N. 
19° 34' E. at 2220A/31 presumed southbound. 
(Capt. S.10, 2321/31 to THRASHER.)

UNIQUE leaves 035° 51’ 015° 15* about 21003/1 
direct to arrive 032° 45’ 019° 12' at 0001B/5 
thence to patrol off Benghazi.
(Capt. S. 10, 1123A/31 to Capt. S.l.)

/Vichy ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
Vichy Mediterranean Sink at Sight Zones. Ref. Admty.
ShipSi 0047/17/6. Owing to possibility of Vichy tankers
Policy. being escorted by Vichy warships to the Aegean,

Vichy warships should still be sunk if encountered 
anywhere within the sink at sight zones north and 
east of a line drawn from a point 30 miles 180° 
from Cape Spartivento in Sardinia to Marsala in 
Sicily and thence to the Libyan Tunis boundary.
2. Ref. Admty. 2021/20/2 and 1923/22/4.
Within the Mediterranean merchant ships identified 
as enemy may be sunk at sight within French 
Territorial waters.
3. F.O.C.N.A. and S.O. Force (H) have been 
informed of the above by separate signal.
(Head of M. Approved First Lord, 1546A/31 to 
C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta.)

Crimea. Deep penetration by enemy mechanised columns.
Present objectives Evpatoria Bave (corrupt group) 
then Simferopol. Consider airborne attack 
probable. Attack from Genichest repulsed. 
Situation very serious. Russian troops fighting 
rearguard action from Ishun area. Chanak quite, 
(quiet?) (n .L.O. Black Sea 1721C/31 to Admty.)

EMPIRE
GUILLEMOT. 

(sunk 24/10.,)
Italian news bulletin 30/10 indicates that EMPIRE 
GUILLEMOT was sunk by Italian Torpedo aircraft 
on 24/10 and that 20 survivors have been picked 
up off Algiers.
(V.A. Malta, 1748A/31 to Admty.)

Malta. I am very concerned about Malta’s oil fuel
Fuel"Supply, supply. Their Lordships will remember

negotiations were started in 0ctober/40 (See 
Admty.2017/14/10/40) and were apparently still in 
progress in April/41 (See Admty 1955/29/4) to 
obtain fast oilers from U.S. for this station.
Is there hope of these U.S. Ships ? BRECONSHIRE 
is at present our only string and carries com
paratively little oil. Loan need only be 
temporary to rectify present situation. Meanwhile 
am taking steps to organize passage of fastest 
tanker available from Eastern Mediterranean to 
Malta as soon as situation admits.
(C. in C. Med. 1921B/31 to Admty.)

/Warships
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Mediterranean - contd.
Your 1843/28, following for information of 
Adm. Kelly - (i) We are arranging to forward our 
agreement to proposals contained in Ambassador 
Angora’s 2468 of 20/10 subject to F.O. agreement, 
(ii) The types of destroyers and submarines being 
delivered in a year's time are such that no 
advantage to the Turks or ourselves will arise 
from giving them new ships of different design 
to those built for them.
(Head of M. Approved by 1st Lord, 2006A/31 to 
N.A. Angora.)

Dutch Minister Ankara states he has received 
no letters or newspapers from Holland during the 
last (?10) days. 2. On previous occasions a 
stoppage of Mail has always preceded some 
important German move.
(M.A. Ankara, 2150/31 toW.O.)

During night of 30-31/10, enemy aircraft dropped 
2 large bombs near the harbour at Tobruk and 
dive-bombed a gap in a minefield. No damage 
is reported. (D.S. 789 2/11.)
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East Indies.

Following is a repetition of my 1226/30. W.S. 
11 X arrived. (N.G.3.0.Colombo 1830Z/31 to 
Adty.).

China.
Masters of British owned "Alexander" ships 
chartered to Japanese have reported use of 
private short wave wireless receiving sets 
has been prohibited by Japanese Harbour 
authorities when at sea. Sets are permanently 
sealed and masters are threatened with arrest 
if seals found broken on return to Harbour. 
Masters suggest this may be condition of 
Japanese Coastal Trade Charter party. I am not 
able to verify this suggestion but consider in 
present circumstances it is very momentous that 
masters of these ships should be out of touch 
with orders which may be issued to (?British 
ships) and remain in hands of their Japanese 
wireless operators. Owners are \7heelock & Co., 
Shanghai. (N.A. Tokyo 1543/31, to C.in C. China).

America and Y/est Indies.

Personal for Adm. Little from 1st S.L. Your 
1119/26. Please inform C.N.O. that I am most 
grateful for his offer of target facilities. 
Ships returning to their Stations from Pacific 
coast ports are likely to present us with our 
chief difficulties.
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America and West Indies.
2.In this respect I hope it will possible to 
provide assistance to WARSPITE so that she may 
get back to her war Station as rapidly as 
possible after her thorough and speedy refit. 
3.A separate signal will follow directing 
WAR3PITE to forward proposals through B.A.R.M. 
(1st 3. L. 1021A/31 to B.A.D. ).

Various U.3. owned ships under neutral flag 
loading with supplies for Archangel have not 
been degaussed. Maritime Commission are very 
anxious to avoid delay involved in degaussing 
and are prepared to let ships sail, if this 
would not handicap their inclusion in British 
convoys and entry into Iceland and Archangel. 
Intend to advise that all ships should be 
degaussed, particularly in view of possibility 
of diversion to British ports, whether on 
account of damage or other reasons. Request 
immediate advice. (B.A.D. 1327R/31 to Admty.). 
Reply 1717/1.

Your 1548A/29 confirmed.
(N.S.H.Q.Ottawa 14542/31 to Adty. ).

/OMflkH f\VTDakar 28/10 A. 1. PORERNIInUT * and ERIDAN escorted 
by 2 3/Ms and a sloop left 26/10 for Madagascar. 
(B.A.D. 1521R/31 to 3.0. I* s Freetown, Capetown 
etc.).

Navy Dept, request decision on my 1953R/30/9 as 
soon as possible, as furtherance of large scale 
construction project is being held in abeyance. 
(B.A.D. 1541R/31 to Adty.).

?. OS-ft- ship HARMONY now at Boston reports sighting 
2l/l0 in 44,24 N 49.42 W 3,000 ton tanker stopped 
with Portuguese colours painted aft and '#3ANTA 
PRINCES3A -Portugal", amidships. Description.
(N.3.H. ^.Ottawa 16122/31 to Adty.).

•v fu "  - Z '

/Transport
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America and West Indies. -Contd.
Cancel my 1827/30/1/41 and substitute.

A Any type of Aircraft embarked with naked fuselage 
that is unboxed can be off loaded only at 
Liverpool or Clyde or Belfast. Draught on 
arrival Belfast must not exceed 28' 6”. Ships 
carrying unboxed aircraft must therefore be 
sailed for Liverpool or Clyde or Belfast 
subject to draught irrespective of destination 
declared or sailing destination received from 
Admiralty. Ships carrying boxed aircraft if 
bound for East Coast U.K. must be sailed for 
Clyde. Ships carrying boxed aircraft if bound 
for West Coast U.K. rnay be sailed direct to 
destination. Ships whose destinations are 
changed in accordance with above procedure are 
to be indicated in sailing telegram by the 
notation Supercargo.
(D.T.D. 1722A/31 to C.O.A.C. Halifax.).
Z u *  A f i - j  v - f (H‘c'2. .

When ready for sea B.A. R. M. is requested to 
arrange for sailing of PARTHIAN to New London 
to carry out full work-up in accordance with 
his 0934R/30/9.
(2) On completion of working up PARTHIAN should 
be sailed to Gibraltar direct.
(3) On sailing PARTHIAN is to be fully manned 
and ammunitioned and ready for service.
(4) On arrival at Gibraltar PARTHIAN is to be 
sailed to rejoin 1st J3/M.Flot.
(A.C.N.3. (F) 1734A/31 to B.A.R.M. etc.).

Convoy T.C. 14A consisting of 3.3. PASTEUR 
carrying Military Personnel and EMPIRE CONDOR 
and EMPIRE CURLEW carrying stores will be 
ready to leave Halifax N.S. for U.K. on 4/11. 
Escort throughout will be provided by PIORUN and 
GARLAND. C.O.A.C. Halifax is requested to sail 
ships when ready to pass through position "A" in 
40° 00’ N 55° 00* W. signalling E.T.A. at this 
point. Adrnty. will adjust position "A" as 
necessary and issue onward route to U.K. 
Destinations are PASTEUR to Clyde. EMPIRE 
CONDOR and EMPIRE CURLEW to Liverpool.
(D.O.D. (H) 1752A/31 to N. 3. H. Q. Ottawa etc.).

/Tugs
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America and West Indies. -Contd.
Returned from special group Tugs JAMES E.HUGHES 
and BARWICK. Heavy weather. Consider passage 
at a later date unlikely. (N.C.3.0.Sydney C.B. 
1848Z/31 N.3.H.Q. Ottawa 1852Z/31 to Admty. ).

My 1711/20. N.8.H.Q.Ottawa has been supplied with 
grid charts and Navy Dept, are now ready to 
retransmit groups to Ottawa as soon as they 
commence to be cyphered in Type X.
(B.A.D. 1855R/31 to Admty.).

Your 1151A/11. Intended date for taking over the 
two ex. American submarines is 4/11. Submarines 
are expected to be ready to sail from New 
London by ll/ll. (B.A.D. 1905R/31 to Adrnty.).

Arrangements are being made for Convoy T.C. 15 
composed of the ships of C.T. 5 to leave 
Halifax for U.K. with Canadian troops on 13/11.
(2) Proposed, (a) U.3. should provide escort 
for T.C. 15 from Halifax to M.O.M.P and (b) 
Convoy C.T. 6 composed of two 14-knot ships 
carrying R.A.F. to Halifax should be sailed 
from U.K. as requisite to exchange escorts at 
M.O.M.P. with U.3. escort of T.C. 15.
(3) Requested that you will obtain confirmation 
that these arrangements are suitable to Opnav. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1943A/31 to B.A.D.). Confirmed. 
(B.A.D. 1531/2.).

Your 1730Q/23 H.M.N.S. CLAE3JE sailed for 
Curacao via Norfolk (Virg). E.T.A. Norfolk 0800/5. 
E.T.A. Curacao A.M./15. (C.O.A. C. Halifax 
2011Z/31 to C.in C. A.W.I.).
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Australia and New Zealand.
Destroyers. A. Valuable service of H.A.N. destroyers in

Mediterranean much appreciated. Now that all 
four have been withdrawn for refitting, question 
of their future disposition arises.
B. Capital ship reinforcements are on their way 
to Eastern Theatre and the need for destroyers 
to enable them to operate freely in waters where 
they may be attacked by Japanese 3/Ms is very 
great. We are unable to spare sufficient from 
home waters and therefore propose, subject 
to concurrence of Australian Gov. that these 
four ships should join the China Station as 
they complete.
(A.C.N.3.(F) 1639A/31 to A.C.N.B.).

LE TRIOMPHANT. Your 0500Z/30 request you will proceed direct 
to Wellington. Docking can be arranged at 
Sydney after 6/11. Signal E.T. A. at Sydney. 
(N.Z.N.B. 0925M/31 to LS TRIOMPHANT.).
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IJ-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

U.S.3.
REUBEN
JAMES
sunk.

Ships Attacked.
Task Unit 4.1.3. escorting HX.156 attacked by 
submarine in 51-59 N., 27-05 W., at 0540Z/31. 
(Opnav, 0855Z/31, to Action N.S.H.Q, Ottawa, 
and Admty. )
My 0855/31. U.S.S. REUBEN JAMES torpedoed and 
sunk.
(Opnav, 1512/31, to Admty.)

Convoy
0.S.10.

&u£U. Oevnie- Kbni a*** H.
Attacked by pne or more submarines, one ship of 
convoy sunk/ My position 050° 52’ N., 024°
06’ W.
(FREESIA, 2130Z/31 to C. in C.W.A.)
Convoy 0.S.10. Position about 560 miles W. of 
Fastnet. (D.S.788/1/11.)

Submarines Reported.
R.R. Possible enemy submarine in 54.22 N.,
21.20 W. R.66.
(A/C using Call Sign ZB9Y, 0915/31 to H.Q.15 
Group.)

H.X.156. H.X.156. D/F bearings indicate convoy has been 
reported by U-boat since 0500. Corvettes 
should carry out sweep all round convoy as 
necessary.
(C. in C.W.A. , 1135A/31 to U.S.C.K0. , BEGONIA 
LARKSPUR, EGLANTINE, MONTBRETIA.)

0143Z.
0154Z.

Further consideration of D/F bearings received 
during last night suggests probability that 
one or more U-boats are to S.E. of Newfoundland 
Transmissions on 8365 kc/s at 0143Z/31 and 
0154Z/31 refer.
(D.D.I.C. 1220A/31, to Opnav.)

Estimated U-boat dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1458A/31, 1516A/31, U.S.C.N.O., 
2155/31.)

1412 G.M.T. D/F bearings at 1412 G.M.T. indicate that an 
Italian U-boat may be in your vicinity. 
(D.D.I.C. 1624A/31 to Escort H.G.75.)

1527 G.M.T. D/F Bearings of several transmissions up to and 
including 1527 G.M.T. indicate that 0.N.28 is 
being shadowed by more than one TJ/Boat. 
(D.D.I.C. 1804A/31 to Opnav etc.)

/1300Z/31
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Submarines Reported. Contd.

1300Z/31. Icelandic fishing boat states one of crew
sighted submarine about 10 miles off Langaness 
at 1300Z/31 (066° 23' N . , 014° 30* W . ) Grade 
E.O.
(A.C.I.C., 2220Z/31, to A.I.G.46.)

2207 G.C.T. R.D.F. fix on submarine transmission at 41.20N., 
59.40 W . , at 2207 G.C.T.
(Opnav, 2359Z/31, to Aumty.)

Submarines Attacked.

By A/C. Am over enemy submarine in 48.Q5N., 10.58 W . ,
Sub. on surface course 270° speed 6 knots.
(A/C using call sign H.K.6.D, 1228/31 to 19 
Group.) (F.O.S., 1304A/31 to P.36.)
Have attacked enemy Submarine with bombs (dive) 
estimate one hit.
(A/C H.K.6.D, 1240/31.) Hudson A/C D/53.
(D.S.788.)
Attack enemy submarine reported by aircraft in 
48° 05* N. , 10° 58' W . , course 270° 6 knots.
At 1228.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1256/31, to KUJAWIAK, 
ATHERSTONE.)
My 1256. U-boat was attacked by aircraft, one 
hit. One Catalina and one Whitley coming to 
co-operate.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1432/31 to ATHERSTONE 
KUJAWIAK.)
Admiralty's 1414. ("Blue" warning sent by D.S.O.) 
You were reported by enemy aircraft at 1312.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1440/31, to KUJAWIAK, 
ATHERSTONE.)
My 1304. 2 destroyers have been sent to attack
enemy submarine.
(F.O.S., 1524?/31 to P.36.)
If not in contact abandon hunt in time to pass 
through 180° Bishop Rock 10 at 0800/1. Thence 
ATHERSTONE to Plymouth, KUJAWIAK to Milford Haven. 
(2) Fighter protection arranged from 0800/1 
codeword KUJAWIAK, "Obstacle", ATHERSTONE, 
"Obstacle 1"•
(c. in C. Plymouth, 1652/31, to ATHERSTONE, 
KUJAWIAK.)
D.O.R. 1/11 has following version of this hunt: 
an aircraft sighted a U-boat 300* W . , of Brest 
Peninsula ana dropped 3 depth charges while the 
conning tower was still visible. This was 
followed by an attack with A/S bombs and a 
direct hit on the bows was claimed. Several 
aircraft were then diverted to the position from 
other tasks, but the U-boat was not sighted again.

/By CAMELIA
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51.10.1941.
Friday.

Submarines Attacked. Contd.
Chasing 2 enemy submarines on the surface bearing 
240° 9 miles, engaging with gunfire, my position 
053° 21* N., 026° 24' W. 
fCAMEKEA, 1545/31 to C. in C.W.A.)
(D.D.I.C. 1855Z/31 to Opnav.)
Met. P.C. and S., 053° 18' N., 026° 15’ W., 020°
9 knots, altering to (? 90°) at 1930 then 045° 
at 0300 and 010° at dawn. Both S/Ms escaped on 
surface at high speed.
(CAMELIA, 1730A/31 to C. in C.W.A.)

A


