
1. The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-
ID ME COMMANDS
(Class ification 
by subjects)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom /
Movements
Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical .
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e.g . when an important operation is in progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences;-

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(l September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships: from Combined Plot' (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) paily Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(k) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.



MOST SECRET.
... i

I

War Diary.
1.7.1941.
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

Orders have been given that all defences are to 
be brought to the highest state of anti-invasion 
efficiently by 1/9.

M.T.B.5 was destroyed, apparently by petrol 
explosion, at Dover today. The explosion 
damaged M.T.B . 69 and H.S.L. 122.

British Air Operations.

2 Stirlings attacked Borkum Seaplane Base 
today.

Attacks on 
East Coast 
shipping.

Attacks in
Western
Approaches.

Enemy Air Operations.

A/P Trawler EVERTON was attacked at 0052 off 
Spurn Point; no details are known.

Convoy F.N&37 was attacked twice late tonight 
off Sheringham and S.S. HOMEPIRE was sunk.

Owing to indications of increasing P.7/, activity 
from Prance, Fighter Catapult ships ARIGUANI and 
MAPLIN are to be operated with O.B., O.G., H.G., 
and S.L. convoys on southern routes, until 
further ordefs.

Convoy O.G.66 was unsuccessfully attacked in 
the Western Approaches by 2 or possibly 3 P.7/, 
at 1055B. Parachute mines were reported dropped 
ahead of the convoy. One of the enemy aircraft 
was destroyed by the fire of SCARBOROUGH and ships 
in convoy.

O.B.V. MALVERNIAN was attacked and set on fire 
in 4 7 0 3 7 ’ N. 19° 7' W. by an aircraft which is 
reported to have used the correct identification 
letters.

During an air raid on Bristol Channel ports in 
the early hours of this morning S.S. JAMAICA 
PLANTER and HIGHWOOD were damaged in the docks 
at Barry. (See also Mining.)
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Bristol
Channel.

Hebrides.

Operation 
^Railway™.

Raider
Search.

D'ENTRE-
OASTffAUX

intercepted.

Sailing of 
German ships.

MOST SECRET.

, ,  2

SITUATION REPORT.

1.7.1941.
Tuesday.

Mining.
Part of the Pirth of Forth was closed from 1644 
to 2306. Mines v/ere detonated off Hartlepool.

M/S Drifter DEVON COUNTY was sunk by mine this 
morning in the Thames Estuary.

Two,mines fell in the docks at Barry in the 
early hours of today. Owing to s.uspected 
minelaying Avonmouth, Newport, Cardiff, Barry 
and Swansea were closed at 0241B. With the 
exception of Newport these ports were reopened 
at 1231B. Newport was reopened with restrictions 
at 1616B.

Trawler STRATHGAIRN hauled a mine in her trawl 
at 0900 today 20 miles S.W. of Barra Head.
The mine exploded and sank the vessel.

North Atlantic.
F.O. Force H. in RENOWN with ARK ROYAL, FURIOUS, 
HERHIONE and 7 destroyers returned to Gibraltar 
at 0730A today from flying Hurricanes to Malta.

It is thought there may be an enemy surface 
raider or supply ship in the area 28° N. to 
31° N. 31° W. to 34' W. All available destroyers 
(5) left Gibraltar this afternoon to escort convoy 
0.G.66 to Gibraltar. HERMIONE left this evening 
to patrol. Air search was made and Catalina 
aircraft will patrol tomorrow.

South Atlantic.
DUNEDIN today intercepted Vichy French S.S. 
D ’ENTRECASTEAUX from Indo-China to Castille in 
10° 25' S. 17° 24' E. and is sending her under 
armed guard to Simonstown.

It is reported today that on 27/6 the following 
enemy ships sailed; from Rio de Janeiro FRANKFURT, 
HERMES; from Santos NATAL; from Pernambuco BUTTERFLY.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.
About 35 aircraft bombed Tobruk today whilst 
supply ships were unloading. Minor damage was 
caused to jetties and slight damage to S.S. 
MIRANDA. Unloading was not interfered with.

There was an air raid from 0300 to 0445 by about 
16 aircraft, bombs and mines being dropped over 
a wide area of land and sea. Civilian damage 
only was caused.

6 Wellingtons last night bombed shipping and 
docks at Beirut. A possible hit was obtained 
on a ship alongside a mole.

M.T.B's, KA.JKAKAIAN and DURMITOR are being 
sent to Haifa to operate off the Syrian coast 
under C.S.15.

U-Boat Campaign.
BULLDOG, escorting O.B.340 attacked a submarine 
early this morning in 59° 26' N. 10° 5’ W.
There was no observed result.

BITTERSWEET., escorting O.B. 359 attacked a 
submarine contact in the early hours of today 
100 miles south of Iceland (c), causing a large 
oil patch on the surface.

Aircraft hunted for U.boats during almost the 
entire day up to 150 miles west and 120 miles 
south of Ushant. One submarine was attacked, 
at 1710 210 miles west of Lorient, but results 
are not known.

Aircraft also hunted for U.boats all day 160 
miles W.N.W. of Cape Wrath.
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HOME COMMANDS.

1.7.1941.Tuesday.

Policy.
Your OO56. No objection.
(A.C.O.S. 1052B/1 to C. in C. W.A).
Your 00}6b/L Concur.
(C. in C. Rosyth I509/I to C. in C. W.A).

Your 1830B/50. C. in C. Rosyth’s 1359/28/6 
will he complied with. These trawlers are the 
remains of a Flotilla of 12 which were sent to me 
to act as an anti invasion warning patrol off 
Shetlands last August. I hope it will he clearly 
understood that I have now no surface craft for 
this duty. For the next two months of short 
nights and summer weather I consider we can rely 
on warning given hy aircraft, hut hy September 
I consider it will he essential to re institute 
a surface warning patrol. The minimum requirement 
for this patrol is 6 trawlers with good A/A 
armament which will enable them to maintain 4 
trawlers at sea 30 miles from the Coast.
(A.C.O.S. 1223/1 toAdty.).

Your 1512/15 May, 151A/1/6 and 152A/1/6. Request 
you will promulgate generally what recognition 
signals are to he used in Icelandic waters 
where U.S. Ships may he met observing Iceland (c) 
is East of 026* W. (C. in C. H.F. 1632B/1 to 
Adty.).

My 1025B/21. Owing to indications of increasing 
Focke Wulf activity from France, ARlfeUANI and 
MAPLIN are to he operated with 0B/0G/HG/SL 
Convoys on Southern routes until further orders. 
(C. in C.W.A. 1650B/1).

Broads Flotilla handed over to Army today at 1200. 
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1900/1).

By direction of the Prime Minister a special 
secret information centre has been established 
in London, where files of current defence matters 
will he maintained.
The object of the centre is to enable C's in C. 
to visit it from time to time and put themselves 
au fait with the current situation. (1st S.L. 
2300B/1).
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I c e la n d  ( c ) . 
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and A/O 
o r g a n is a t io n .

In v a s io n
D e fe n ce s .

M ilfo r d  
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A/A Gun 
D e fe n ce s .

FURIOUS.

ROYAL
SOVEREIGN.

ABLYBRYN..

MAORI. 
CORINTHIAN.

S
1.7.191+1. 
Tuesday.______

HOME COMMANDS.

D efen ce o f  U.K.

C. in  C .H .F . 569/H . F . l .  o f  10 May ju s t  r e c e iv e d . 
F o llo w in g  are remarks.. (N .O .I .C . I ce la n d  1157 /30 ) 
"See L ion  Copy.

A l l  d e fe n ce s  are  t o  be Drought t o  the h ig h e s t  
s ta te  o f  a n t i - in v a s io n  e f f i c i e n c y  "by 1 /9 .  In the 
meanwhile v ig i la n c e  sh ou ld  in  no way be r e la x e d . 
(V .C .N .S . 1135B/1 to  C 's .  in  C, Home).

B r ig a d ie r  6 l  A .A . B rigade in form ed tie today th a t 
the 1+ B o fo rs  Guns s i t e d  a g a in st low f l y i n g  Enemy 
A ir c r a f t  in  the Haven o n ly  have tem porary r o le  and 
may be removed a t any moment. These guns have 
been marked d e te r re n t  to  Enemy and t h e i r  rem oval 
would le a v e  Haven undefended a g a in st low  f l y i n g  
p la n e s . I t  i s  s t r o n g ly  r e p re se n te d  that A .A .
Sub Committee b e  asked to  a l l o c a t e  8 B o fo rs  Guns 
perm anently f o r  t h is  o b je c t .  (F .O .I .C . M ilfo r d  
Haven 1231+B/l).

Movements.

Your 121+9/20/6. Are th e re  any u rgen t d e fe c t s  
to  be c a r r ie d  out du rin g  t h is  p e r io d ?  I s  d ock in g  
re q u ire d ?  (A .C .N .S jChJ lOl+OB/l t o  FURIOUS).

A.M. 12 13B /2 7 /6 , A.M. 1036B /1 .
As s a i l in g  o f  FURIOUS and tra n sp o r ts  has been  
d e la y e d , th ese  u n it s  w i l l  n o t R /V  w ith  ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN. C. in  C. W.A. i s  now re q u e s te d  to  
arrange f o r  ROYAL SOVEREIGN'S inward A /S e s c o r t  
on ly  t o  the C lyd e . (A .O .N .S . (H.) 1 2 3 1 B /1 ).

A n t ic ip a te  AELYBRYN w i l l  be  ready f o r  tow ing 
home about 8/ 7 . P ropose t o  use TENACITY and 
e s c o r t  as fa r  as Stornoway w ith  two o f  10th  A/S 
grou p . To what p o r t  sh ou ld  she be s e n t . (N .O .I .C . 
I c e la n d  1727Z /l)C

On re a ch in g  l a t .  052° 0 0 ' N. a l t e r  cou rse  to  
pass  through Q 01+8° N.' 029° W. thence tow ards 
R 035° N. 030° W. A fu r th e r  s ig n a l  w i l l  be made. 
(C . in  C. W.A. 1928 /1  to  MAORI).
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HOME COMMANDS

M.T.B .
Operation.

Operations.
Two M.T.B's leave Dover at 2250 to operate off 
Berck sur Mer returning to Dover at 014+5. Route
via number 10 buoy each way. (V.A. Dover l8p2B/l). 

British Air Activity.

total losses, hit between bridge and mainmast. A 3,000 ton 
vessel received direct hits and appeared to be 
down by the stern. A 500 ton trawler S.W. of the
island was also hit. All three are claimed as 
total losses. (H.Q.B.O. 0053/1).

exercising west of Orkneys tomorrow and it is 
essential that the area south of 59° 2+5' N. as far 
west as Gape Wrath should be clear of U-Boats.. 
Request, all available air patrols may be concentra 
in this area throughout today, tonight, and 
tomorrow. (C. in C.H.F. 1201+B/1 to G. in G.
Rosyth).
Your 1201+/1. One A/C with A.S.V. will commence 
patrol of following area at 1800/1 patrol being 
maintained continuously until last light/2 area 
between longtitude of G. Wrath and longtituedof 
Brimness being bounded on south by coast of 
Scotland and on north by parallel of 59° 2+5’ N.
In addition area will be swept by 3 Swordfish at 
first light/2. (G. in G. Rosyth 162+8/1 to G. in G.

surface craft and guide them to the position in 
the following manner. Details. (D.S.D. 2001B/1 
A Message Home 2+06AZ).

Bremen and 
Kiel attacked.
3 m/v"3claimed as

In daylight on 30/6 A/C attacked Bremen and Kiel 
and other targets in N.W. Germany.
-Off Nordeney a 6,000 ton vessel in a convoy 
of 15 escorted by three Naval Patrol vessels was

Patrols A.G.O.S. 1110/29 and my 1232/26. VICTORIOUS

1650/1).

Air-Sea
Rescue
procedure

Aircraft employed on Air Reserve duties whichhave 
sighted an aircraft or crew in the sea have been 
instructed to identify themselves to searching
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Enemy Air Activity.

Convoy 
E.C. Even.

.̂ Ji-ghteps have "been despatched to assist Convoy 
MiuulOlT. (Rosyth 0028/1, 0821/1).

EVERTON. Am being attacked "by Aircraft in position 110° 
Spurn Point 10 miles. (EVERTON no T.0.0. Reed* 
0052/1).

Unknown
Ship*

De unknown station "believed to "be MAS at 0054 
begins AAAA repeat ends. (Valentia 0154/1).

Convoy 
0.G.66.

*

1

Convoy attacked 2 or possibly 3 P.W. 200, at 
10.55 B, no damage to ships, 2 casualties from 
machine gun fire in Carbreck. One aircraft 
still shadowing. Possible damage to one aircraft 
from convoy fire. (SCARBOROUGH HOOB/l).

MALVBRNIAN OiV.Have picked up in 047° 07’ (? North) 019° 20’ W. 
(British, one boat load of (? survivors) from MALVBRNIAN
;>1 JO Tons) 
bombed.

bombed in 047° 5 7 1 N. 019° 7' W. Survivors 
report still afloat and burning and more survivors 
in the vicinity. Have instructed SARABANDE to 
search in this direction and rejoin convoy by 
dark. Reported aircraft used correct identifi
cation letters. (SCARBOROUGH 1850B/1).

. Convoy 
~^ P.N. 87.~mr Enemy bombing RADIO 53 5 ’ N. 1° 30' E. 

(LEEDS 2321/1).

Mining.

Bristol
Channel.

Owing to suspected minelaying no ships are to 
enter or leave Avonmouth, Newport, Cardiff, Barry, 
or Swansea until further orders. (P O.I.C.
Cardiff 0241B/1).
My 0241B/1. Normal traffic may now be resumed 
except that no shins may enter or leave Newport. 
(P.O.I.C. Cardiff 1231B/1).
My 0241B/1. Ships may now enter and leave Newport 
They may not mine between Transoorter Bridge and 
Mouth of River. (P.O.I.C.' Cardiff 1616B/1).

Tyne to 
Plamborough.

Speeds between 10 and 25 knots are not to be 
used between Tyne and Plaraborough Head.
(C. in C. Rosyth 0808/1 to GOSSAMER).

! . Convoy 
P.N.4-87.

Parachute Minesreoorted dropned ahead of Convoy 
at 1120B. (SCARBOROUGH HOOB/l) ;

/Barry..... .
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Liininpr-Contd.
Barr2L* One Mine was dropped at 0215B/1 in Dock Area and

exploded causing some damage to buildings. One 
Mine which did not explode was seen to fall inNumber Two Basin.
Temporary restriction of movements in No. 2 Dock. 
'-'ivilians, minor injuries. No naval casualty or 
damage. (N.O.I.C. Barry 1150B/1).

Hartlepool. One magnetic mine detonated by single trawler in 
54 41’ 10" N. 01° 5 ’ 5 1" W. at 0930/1.
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 1140/1).

Burnham. My 2CJ30/50. Further search has now resulted in
a complete mine parachute and cap being located 
in following position. (R.N.O. Burnham 1235/7).

Firth of 
Forth. Following is closed due to probable mine. 175 

Q.Z.S. No. 1 to No. 9 Reflector buoys. Anticipated 
opening 2200. (C. in G. Rosyth I644/I and 175l/l). 
Cancel my 1644/1. (0. in G. Rosyth 2306/1).

Jhamea f S*A - mines detonated on 50/6 as follows.
Estuary. (Oapt. M/S Sheerness 1700/1).

Operation QJ.. 
(M/S Exercise 
off Aldebiirgh)

l»iy lli)6B/5/6. Request you will repeat operation 
Q.J. on V 7 .  (G. in C. Nore 1720B/1).

ROYAL SCOT From FRANKLIN.
(MTned 10/6). (1) Wreck of ROYAL SCOT in 53° 3 0* 32" N. 0° 52’

55" E. Dangerous. (F.O. Humber 1951B/1).

Plymouth. A mine is suspected in position 234° from Break
water Light 7.5 cables. (0. in G. Plymouth 
2008/1 to COSSACK).

0  kv f - t l + H

B.S.667 Departure HAMBLEDON and PLOVER at 2058. (F.O. I.G.
Harwich 21j>6b/1).



<5>
Telegram 37 b July 1st# ic■.'Ohip’HLw'gy

(a)Swedish havo organised convoys along their territorial 
waters from Lulea southwards and through Sound to 
Norwegian frontier# Convoys operate d a i l y m m -to-a 

n s c io p f ,  |m n v j.r1 p r1  Tnr ^ i m f n  rw. n'Kii’Pt -
Tho whole voyage" takes s&vr-n dnyar
(h) Communioation with Finland via Aalamd Island is 
maintained under protection of Swedish and Finnish 
(?auxiliary) craft#
(c) Gotland service is also under escort,
(d) Through traffic through Sound has been suspended owing 
to German mining hut this forenoon Berlin granted permission 
to some Swedish coal heats to proceed southwards into 
Baltic at their own risk.
(e) Germans appear to he apprehensive of Russian U boat 
activity and have stopped Baltio traffic between Sweden 
and North Gorman coast. Paoaongors to-QoTmany ■muot^-now 

4»u-t;pi-n pannnh v1 nn-n ni* i n rf it n  ■aain;'nrini.rm..n f  "fErnl Tn h n n rt
-c;nraani + <7. Many Gorman merchant vessels are
still sheltering in North Swedish ports. A two^fryepo-afr-A - two>

N. A. 
P.A. 
D.N.
O. D.
Ops,

)
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Eire 
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M.T.B. 5»
M.T.B.697
H.S.L.122

WOLVERINE,

P.W. 1. 
W.P. 1.

H.X. 152.
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HOLE G CMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence.
S/S PHEMIUS reoorts Eire TrawlerD. 211 was 
observed in 58* 15* N. 6° W. at 1027/28/6 G.M.T. 
to be behaving in a suspicious manner. She 
closed on PHEMIUS and steamed on parallel course 
presumably wishing to establish her identity, 
she did not show any W/T equipment. (F.O.I.C. 
Liverpool 1225B/1).

Various items of intelligence relating to shipping. 
(N.A. Stockholm l603/l).See Lion Copy.

Photographs taken at 1315/1 Show LEIPZIG to have 
left Horten since 25/6/41 and to be now berthed 
in Oslo as on 20/6/41 at S. side of UTSTIKKER 1 
in Bjorviken. ELDER has left Oslo since 25/6/41 
and is now lying in Horten in Berth occupied by 
LEIPZIG on that date. Also present in Horton 
one 750 ton and two 500 ton submarines. (P.R.U. 
Wick 1855/1)*

Casualties and Defects.
Explosion apparently of petrol occurred in 
Norwegian M.T.B. 5 in train ferry dock at 0830 
today. Vessel is probably a total loss. Casualtfc 
M.T.B. 69 and H.S.L. 122 suffered hull damage and 
casualties. (V.A. Dover 1256B/1).

Am proceeding Londonderry at 17 knots. Starboard 
condenser leaking. Request final destination if 
defect cannot be remedied there. (WOLVERINE 
1759B/1).

Shinning and Convoys.
My 1806/26 and Admty. 1602/30. Intend to call 
next Convoy sailing from Portsmouth on 4/7 "P.W.l” 
and Convoy sailing from Bristol Channel ports on 
3/7 "W.P. 1". (C. in C. Plymouth, 1321/1).

Congratulations on again bringing safely to U.K. 
all the ships of your Convoy. (C. in C.W.A. 
1922/1 to Vice Adm. F.M. Austin.).

\
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" Tuesday. 
FOREIGN STATIONS.

REPULSE.
RENOWN.

North Atlantic.
It is hoped that REPULSE will relieve RENOWN 
end of July when latter will refit in U.K. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 0038B/1 to F.O. Force H.)

Gibraltar
Evacuation.

Your 2337/28. My 1734/23 was made to obtain 
a ruling from which to calculate number of 
personnel to be left behind after evacuation 
has been completed. Considered that, as only 
limited services could be maintained under 
siege conditions, only sufficient personnel to 
man these services should be left. Request 
confirmation that it is your intention that 
whole personnel for maintaining normal services 
should be left behind. (F.O.C.N.A. 0914A/1 
to Admty.)

Dispositions,
possible
raider.

All available destroyers to be sailed at best 
speed to join O.G.66 and escort to Gibraltar. 
s/M 0.21 to leave H.G.66 forthwith and feturn 
to Gibraltar. FURIOUS, HERMIONE, CAMERONIA and 
SCYTHIA to be retained at Gibraltar until A/S 
escort can be provided. AZALEA and STELLA CARINA 
to remain with H.G.66 to limit of prudent 
endurance and then return to Gibraltar.
(V.C.N.S. 1036B/1 to F.O. Force H., F.O.C.N.A.) 
Admty. 1035B/1 not to S.O. Force H.
HERMIONE to be sailed as soon as practicable to 
patrol Eastern extremity of J.3 and K.3. She 
is to leave this patrol after dark on 5th and 
return to Gibraltar. Possible quarries are
(i) Raider 16, photographs in W.I.R. 30/5.
(ii) Returning enemy M/v, possibly disguised 
as Dutch.
(iii) A possible German supply ship.
Request you will assist patrol with Catalina 
aircraft if practicable. (V.C.N.S. 1308B/1 to 
F.O.C.N.A. S.O. Force H.)
Departure FAULKMOR, FEARLESS, FORESTER, LEGION. 
LANCE routed direct to R/V with C.G.66 in 
accordance with Admty.1036B/l. LEGION and LANCE 
will pass through 043° 25’ N. 019° 30' W. at 
0700B/3 steering 05°. FAULKNOR, FEARLESS,
FORESTER arrive in 043° 00’ 019° 33’ at 1700B/3. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1700B/1 to Admty.)
Departure HERMIONE in accordance with Admty. 
1308B/1. Catalina A/C will be on patrol approx, 
between 40° N. and 41° N. on longitude 16° W. 
from dawn. (F.O.C.N.A. 2300A/1 to Admty.)

/a s p h o d e l
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic. - Contd.
Cancel A.T. 2340B/29. (D.O.D.(F) 1042B/1 to 
Consul, Ponta Delgada.)

Left Barcelona 29/6 for Genoa. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1106A/1 to S/M 0.23)

If convoy is attacked by U.Boat ships bound for 
South Atlantic and West Africa are to be dis
persed. Ships bound for West Indies are to 
remain in company until reaching 42° N. unless 
it becomes necessary to disperse the whole 
convoy. (A.C.N.S.(T) 1116B/1 to SCARBOROUGH.) 
You have been reported by aircraft.. U/B*s are 
in your vicinity. (D.D.I.C. 1154B/1 to 
SCARBOROUGH)

Possible there is an enemy surface raider or 
supply ship in area 028° N. to 031° N. 031°
W. to 034° W. (F.O.C.N.A. 1154A/1 to N.A. Stn.)

Leave convoy for Gibraltar forthwith (route). 
Report P.C. and S. when 100 miles clear of 
convoy. (F.O.C.N.A. 1406A/1 to 0.21.)

Your 1036B/1 and C. in C.W.As. 1757B/?30.
Request date of R/V for ROYAL SOVEREIGN be 
amended to 13/7. (F.O.C.N.A. 1716A/1 to Admty.)

/ >  -  £ * .

Your 2240C/26. Between 20 and 27/6 at least 5 
neutral and 1 Italian merchant vessels left 
Genoa, the former arriving at Gibraltar. 
(V.A.C.N.A. 1748A/1 to C. in C. Med.)

FANDANGO, MORRIS DANCE, SARABANDE,CORDELA,NORSE, 
are to remain Y/ith 0.G.66 as long as pos’sible 
breaking off as necessary to coal at Gibraltar 
not Fayal. Azores. (C. in C.W.A. 1813B/1 to 
SCARBOROUGH.)
My 1749B/26/6. Trawlers have been ordered to 
proceed to Gibraltar instead of Fayal, if fuel 
permits. (D.O.D.(F) 1841B/1 to Consul, Ponta 
Delgada)

Was discharging at Cadiz on 25/6. (D.S.665)
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South Atlantic.
NORDERNEY at Para has raised steam and tried 
engines. HIMALAYA at Rio de Janeiro loading 
slowly and will not he fully loaded before 
1/7. * (S.O.(l) Montevideo 0032Z/1, S.O.I. 
Freetown, 0846N/1 to Admty.)

Overdue Shipping, my 0931/25, arrived Cape Town. 
(S.O.I. Cape Town 0944B/1)

Following ships have sailed on 27/6 from Rio de 
Janeiro:- German FRANKFURT and HERMES from Santos 
German NATAL. From Pernambuco Italian BUTTERFLY. 
Descriptions. (C. in C.A.W.I. 1009Q/1 to 
SURCOUF.)

Overdue shipping KINGSTON HILL departure St. 
Vincent C.V. on 4/6 for Capetown not arrived. 
(S.O.I. Capetown, 1225B/1 to Admty. etc.)

German seagoing launch LIKOMBA 200 tons gross 
96 tons nett at Fernando Po since commencement 
of war reported ready to leave instantly. 
Thought to be fuel on board for 800 miles. 
Received 2 tons gas engine fuel on 26/6.
(C. in C.S.A. 1231N/1 to DRAGON, MILFORD.)

1, 2. Dividing line. (c. in C.S.A. 1248N/1 
to S.A. Stn.)

PETUNIA is to proceed in company with STARWORT 
and LAVENDER and provide additional escort for 
ANSELM to Freetown. C. in C. S.A. is requested 
to sail PETUNIA to U.K. with next convenient 
convoy. (C. in C.W.A. 1438B/1 to PETUNIA.)

Engines defective. Considered if to continue 
to operate as A.M.C. she should have 10 days 
refit Harland and Wolff, Belfast, who built 
engines, after every alternate convoy escort 
duty, but better plan would be to replace her 
by another. (C. in C.S.A. 1715N/1 to Admty.)
Instructions re firmness in intercepting* and 
boarding. (C. in C.S.A. 2015N/1 to S.A. Stn.) 
See Lion Copy.

/D'ENTRECASTEAUX ...



SECRET.

MESSAGE
2015N/1 s t .July.

IN.

Prom, C. in  C, South A t la n t ic ,
Date, 2Cv »H * 

Rec-d, 0100.
__ _ Nava].it-Cypher C by W/ib

Addressed, South A tla n tic  S ta tion . . . . .
ooundran*

IMPORTANT.

V/ith referen ce  to 1600 March 21 important that 
i f  any uneacortcd Vichy French merchant ship is  in tercepted  
under conditions in  which she wi l l  probably be detained, 
she sh a ll be boarded as early  as p oss ib le  with adequate 
armed guards and anti s cu tt lin g  party as i f  f o r  an enemy 
sh ip . In many cases the o f f ic e r s  and crews o f Vichy v esse ls  
are fr ie n d ly  and w ell d isposed and, i f  th is  is  the case , the 
measures taken can be adjusted to the circumstances and care 
taken to  a v o id  g iv in g  o ffe n ce , but in  many cases a lso  the 
a ttitu d e  is  d e f in ite ly  ob stru ctiv e , i f  not h o s t i le ,  though 
co -op era tion  may be rendered la te r .  Firmness from s ta rt  is  
necessary and i t  must be made c lea r  that no obstru ction  to 
boarding can be allow ed, no ( ? explanation) to  be sent and 
the measures taken must be backed up by show o f fo rce  at 
onoo i f  requ ired  and by fo r c e  i f  necessary a ft e r .

2015N/1,
Advance Copy sent to 

Ops. O.D. & 0<I,0«
1 st Lord 
1st S *L« 
V.CiN.S.
A.OiN.S.(H)
a . c . n . s . ( f )
A.O.N .S.(T) (2 ) 
Naval Gee,

Admiral Chalmers,
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
Vichy French ship D ’ENTRECASTEAUX from Indo 
China to Castille intercepted in 010° 25' S.
017° 24' W. Crew 50, passengers 8, general 
cargo. W/T transmission attempted was swamped. 
No attempt at scuttling. Guard and navigating 
party placed on "board. Ship has "barely 
sufficient coal to reach Simonstown. Propose 
sending her direct there unescorted with 
instructions call for coal Walvis Bay if 
essential. Her estimated speed 8 knots. Am 
remaining in company pending your concurrence. 
(DUNEDIN, 2108Z/i to C. in C.S.A.)

Reported clearing from Pernambuco for Bremen 
via Buenos Aires. (N.A. Rio de Janeiro. 
21462/1.)

Mediterranean.
Liaison Mission. Instructions. (V.C.N.S.0009B/1 
to C. in C ’s Med. etc.) See Mediterranean 
Volume.)

Passed Istanbul 1020 G.M.T./30 for Aegean with 
5000 tons benzine. (Istanbul 1814C/1) See also
1425/1. $ 4 . a /s o U.u*.f~~ j b - * . ■

(Damaged by torpedo on 3/6. Reported to be 
sailing on 4/7 for Italy from Istanbul.
(D.S. 665)

The ship handling and shooting of PARAMATTA 
must have been very good when picking up sur
vivors of AUCKLAND as all attacks were avoided 
and three aircraft shot down. (1st S.L. 0102B/1 
to C. in C. Med.)

For Haifa. Instructions as to use. (C. in C. 
Med. 1051C/1 to R.A. 15 C.S.) See Mediterranean 
Volume.

Air raid 0300 to 0445, about 16 planes. Bombs 
and mines over wide area of land and sea.
Only civilian damage. (R.A. Alexandria 1055/1)

/ ’’Glen"
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Majority of special service troops which were 
employed with "Glen" ships are being disbanded 
on completion of their voluntary engagement and 
are returning to their own units. Future 
policy will be to train regular units when 
available in combined operations. For this 
purpose one "Glen" ship will be based at Kabret 
the other will be based North of the Suez Canal 
where she will be immediately available for 
any troop carrying operations. (C. in C. Med. 
1103C/1 to Admty.)

At 2100B I proceed as follows. UNION, UNIQUE.and 
UPRIGHT, leave patrol for Malta (arrangements). 
From 0001B/2 UPHOLDER patrol between 015° 45' and 
016° 10’ north of 037° 30’ and URGE west of 015° 
45' and north of 037° 00’. THRASHER as ordered 
by Capt. (S) I. S/Ms encountered are not to 
be attacked. (Cdr.S.l. 1120B/1 to S/Ms Malta 
Force, THRASHER.)

P.C. and S. of enemy M/Cs. 4 (?escorting vessels) 
38.04 N. 12.58 E. 030° 12 knots. (A/C Duty T. 
1250Z/1 to Hal Far.)

Loaded tanker (description reported) (?at sea) 
Istanbul for Aegean 1320C/30. Proceed to 
patrol Zea Channel from 0400 to dark 2nd 
returning to previous patrol to comply with my 
1521C/28 by dawn 3rd. (Capt.S.l. 1425C/1 to 
TORBAY) «£-*-*_ 1 f t-*

Your 1938/22. A public declaration about 
RAMB IV will be made on 2/7 and Italian Gov. 
informed simultaneously. The declaration, 
while not betraying our intention to detain 
further hospital ships, does not corunit us to 
regard detention of RAMB IV as full reparation 
for damage done by enemy aircraft. (Head of M. 
1429B/1 to C. in C. Med.)

C.S.R. Up to 1600 hours 1/7. No enemy activity. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1700/1)

To be declared in N. Mediterranean if general 
hostilities break out with Vichy. (Head of M. 
1730B/1 to C. in C. Med.) See Lion Copy.

/Enemy
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1730B/lst July.
MOST SECKST̂  MESSAGE. OUT.
Toe 0. in G. Mediterranean, 3 8 2. Date: 1.7*41.
Repeated, V.A,Malta, 251.

F.0,0,North Atlantic, 273.S.O.Force "H" 210,
____ ___ _____ Naval Cypher (p).___ _____________

Frau Admiralty.

NITE,
For your information it is intended, if general 

hostilities break out with Vichy involving North Africa, to 
declare a "sink at sight" zone in the western Basin of 
the Mediterranean, This will include all waters east of 
a line joining the following points

( Cape Milonia (35° 06*N. 02° 09,'W.)
(b) A point 20 miles 180° from Cape do 

de Gata in Sonin,
(c j 39° 46«N. 04° 50*3.
(d) A point 3 miles 090° from Cape do Creua 

(position 2f2° 19*N, 03° 19'S. approx)*
and thence northwards along the limit of Spanish territorial 
waters to the Franco-Spanish boundary.

2, Detailed instructions will be issued when the need arises. 
The present intention is that aircraft, surfaco ships and 
submarines should be authorised to attack any vessel in tho 
above area navigating without our Remission unless identified 
as Spanish, when she would be allowed to proceed.

1st Lord

for ltd, of Military Branch (86) 
Approved A.C.N.S. (f ).

I.P. (2) I
1st S.L. W.D.
"5th S.L. Duty Captain*
V. C.N.S. Hd. of M. (3) (M.08823/41) copy
A.C.N.S. (F) D* D. I. G. ^
A.C.N.S. (H) E.P.S.
A.C.N.S. (t ) (2 ) D.T.D. (2)
N.A. 1st S.L. N.I.D.10 (pay Cdr. Yfilson)
D. of P (2) 
D.O.D. (F) 
D.D.O.D. (F) 
D.O.D. (H)
D.D.O.D. (H) 
D.N.I. (4) A ft**
D.IT.a . D. X JL V V
D.A/S.N. —  ̂ -
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Mediterranean - Contd.
EnemyConvoy.

P.C. and S. of 6 enemy M/Vs and 6 enemy 
destroyers are 56.20 N. 11.42 E. 180° 12 knots. 
(A/C Duty F. 1740/1 to Hal Far.)Following received. Position of enemy 36.28 N. 
11.46 E. (A/C Duty F. 1745/1)

-- V PERSEUS.
TRIUMPH.
TORBAY.

Cancel my 1521C/28. Assume patrol as follows. 
PERSEUS off Cape Malea as in my 1455C/24. 
TRIUMPH in Gulf of Sirte as ordered in memo, 
to S.O's 25 routed through Kithfera Channel and 
0320 50’ 020° 00’. TORBAY through Zea Channel 
to area E. 037° 32’ 024° 00’ - 000° - 65 - 95. 
(Capt. S.l. 1755C/1 to S/M’s concerned.)

THRASHER. Leave patrol forthwith and proceed (route) 
to arrive Alexandria sanctuary 0445C/9.
Object of your route is to intercept shipping
"between Aegean and Italy. PERSEUS is in area - East of Kithera Island. (Capt. S.l. 1839C/1 to

Yugoslav 
M.T.B.1S.

C. in C. Med’s 1510C/50 (N.T. inW.R.) Propose 
To saij Yugoslav M.T.B’s. DURMITOR and 
KAJMAI&L&N. at 0700C/2 (route) to arrive at 
Haifa 1300/C/5. (Capt. S.l. 2025C/1 to H.O.I.C. 
Alexandria.

Beirut
"bombed".

Prelim, op. summary No.15 night 30/1.
6 Wellingtons bombed shipping and docks Beirut. Hits on main docks and possible hit on ship 
alongside Northern Mole. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 
2053/1)

SAINT DIDIER. French cargo ships 2800 and 1400 tons res-
OUSB-‘lALLQUE?.!1. pectively, reported proceeding from Salonika 
/u/fn to Tripoli (Syria). First sailed 30/6 seconddue to leave 1/7. Ships (? will not) show 

full markings "but will fly Turkish flag when 
East of Castel Rosso. These ships are to "be 
sunk. (Caplfc. S.l. 2149C/1 to Greek S/M NEREUS)

/SAINT
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SAINT DIDIER. 
CHATEAU YQUEI.I. 
THEOPHILE GAUTIER.

Situation 
Report 73.

¥  IgM&uPV

+ Unubleti's fv»

Raider—  
Hunting.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Report indicates Vichy freighters SAINT DIDIER 
and CHATEAU YQUEM left Salonika at 24 hour 
intervals commencing 30/6. Ships expected 
making for Tripoli speed of advance not 
exceeding 12 knots and would probably hug 
Turkish coast and fly Turkish colours 
effectively. Further reports state Vichy 
ship THEOPHILE GAUTIER 12* knots was loading 
at Salonika on 26th. Request maximum air R/C 
commencing dawn/2 N.W. and S. of Cyprus and on 
Syrian coast description locating these ships. 
815, 826 and 829 squadron aircraft to be ready 
to send striking force from Cyprus to intercept. 
(C. in C. Med. 2311C/1 to C.S. 15.)
French THEOPHILE GAUTIER reported at Salonika 
26/6 loading German personnel and equipment 
destined for Syria. (Capt. S.l. 2345C/1 to 
Greek S/M NEREUS.)

1. Western Desert. Heavy dive bombing raids today 
First on Tobruk where supply ships now unloading. 
FLAMINGO towing CRICKET towards Alexandria,
no report of air attack. R.A.F. report shooting 
down nine enemy aircraft and damaging others 
in air attacks on FLAMINGO and CRICKET 30/6.
2. My 2315C/29 para. 2. DEFENDER sighted U.Boat*' 
2042/29 at close range when approaching WATERHEN 
to take her in tow.. DEFENDER opened fire and 
may have scored hits before submarine crashed 
dived. Two subsequent loud explosions^indicate
probab il itv U.Boa
3. GreefXfl^MoFF,.Boat destroyed 32° 19' N. 25° 15’E. 

HEPHCSESTOS, KATSONIS,
SPHENDONI have sailed from Alexandria for Suez.
4. Alexandria. Further aid raid 0500 to 0445/50, 
minor damage only. (C. in C. Med. 2245C/1 to 
Admty.)

East Indies.
■Summary of loooono from CORNWALL --eeareh and 
destruction of raider 53,— (-0t -in-■ 0 . B . I .-■■ -07002/50 
to E.I.— StEiL.)— Soo Lion Copy.

China.
N.E.I. Navy Your 0245/19 approved.
Exchanges (V.C.N.S. 1710B/1 to C. in C. China.)of Visits.
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America and West Indies.
FORMIDABLE. FORMIDABLE has "been assigned to Navy Yard 

Norfolk, Va. (B.A.R.M. 0045/1 to Admty.)

T.C. Convoy. Your 1904/27. Suggest possible to accommodate 
the 400 Technicians in proposed convoy referred 
to in mv 1226/29. (D.S.T. 0452B/1 to N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa.)

REVENGE. 
RAMILLIES. 
MALAYA.

Admty. 1932B/30. Having in mind desirability 
of REVENGE and RAMILLIES exchanging duties at 
reasonable intervals intend REVENGE to visit 
Bermuda before MALAYA, thus being available to 
proceed to Iceland with T.C.12 or at other 
convenient opportunity. Not known whether 
Admiralty intend to use MALAYA to escort T.C.12 
but it would be a great convenience if MALAYA 
could call at Halifax on passage to U.K. to 
embark passengers and important stores.
(B.S.3 0837/1)

Fuelling 
at Sea.

Your 1915/29/4. DESPATCH reports most 
favourable area for fuelling at sea now in 
vicinity (?032°) N. 040° W. (C. in C. A.W.I. 
1001Q/1)

Sailing of 
enemy ships.

)

See South Atlantic. (C. in C. A.W.I. 1009Q/1 
to SURCOUF.)

Finnish
Seamen.

Your 1138/28. Undesirable to take action 
against Finns. Consult Norwegian Masters and 
if any particular individuals are considered 
to be a danger to the ships, Masters should 
approach local police. (Head of M. 1428B/1 
to N.C.S.O. Curacoa.)

BUXTON. Admty. 1915B/25/6. Expect BUXTON could be made 
available for refit a & y any time after middle 
of July. (R.A.3. 1626P/1 to B.A.R.M.)

NEWCASTLE. NEWCASTLE can be accented at Boston Navy Yard. 
(B.A.R.M. 2105/1 to Admty.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia.
New Caledonian Free French Naval Authorities 
request secret call signs for local Free French 
Merchant Ships engaged in overseas trade. 
Request policy. (A.C.N.B. 1839Z/1 to Admty.)

New Zealand.
Would he glad of Admiralty’s guidance in respect 
of application of restrictions to ships from N.Z. 
to U.K. via Panama which proceed unescorted 
beyond about 70° W. (N.Z.N.B. 1651M/1 to Admty.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S/M's Reported.
By D/F at 0024 G.M.T. U.Boat within 40 miles 
of 56° 4 5 ’ N . , 22 30’ W.
(D.D.I.C. 0309B/1.)

Following is correct version of my 2327/3g.
At 2008Z/30. German U-Boat vicinity 035
N . , 016° W. , At 1951Z/30 U-hoat approx.225° 
Cape Finisterre 120.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0403A/1 to N.A. Stn.)

Received from OPNAV . S.S. LOSMAR American 
en route Suez from New York approached by an 
unidentified S/M which did not attack on 
30/6 in 11° 18* W. , 19° 55* S . , at approx., 
4^ GCTALUB.N. A.0925/1, to Admty. )
Estimated U/B dispositions. (28 fixes,all 
German.)
(D.D.I.C. 1502B/1.)

Jacksonville reports U.S. ALASKAN sighted 
submarine 1515/28 26.35 N., 76.39V/.
(N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, 1643Z/1, to C. in C.A.W.I.)

At 1912 G.M.T. German U-Boat bearing 272° Class 
2 from Gibraltar.
(F.O.C.N.A., 2037/1, 2158A/1 to 0.21.)

By D/F at 1827/1 G.M.T. positionQof Italian 
U/Boat was within 50 miles of 44 00' N.,
11° 00' W.
(D.D.I.C. 2104B/1., F.O.C.N.A. 2139A/1 to 
N.A. Stn., 2158A/1 to 0.21.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

29/6.
S/M’s Attacked.
Congratulate 8th Escort Group on destruction 
of a German U-boat, on 29/6.
(1st. S.L. 0101B/1 to S.O. 8 E.G.)

B.V BULLDOG-. My 0155/1 (N.T. in W.D.) Submarine diving am 
attacking.
(BULLDOG, 0200A/1, to C. in C. W.A.)
Good attack made at 0315B in 059 26’ N., 010 
05' W but contact never regained. Searched 
with CARNATION till 0630B. Am rejoining 
convoy and leaving CARNATION in vicinity till 
aircraft arrive, then ordered to rejoin me. 
(BULLDOG, 0635B/1, to C. in C. W.A.)

By BITTERSWEET. BITTERSWEET attacked S/M contact at 0230B. 
061° 25’ N., 019° 17' W. Result large oil 
patch.(BROADWATER, 0720B/1, to Admty., etc.)

By NASTURTIUM 
19/6.

C.A.F.O. 834/41/. (A) NASTURTIUM (B) 2010/19 
(C) 059° 34’ N., 014° 23’ W., (D)7(Ej 2200. 
(NASTURTIUM 1507/1, to C. in C. W.A.)

By A/C. 
1709/30.

Form Blue Strip Report.Beaufort R/217 at 1709/30/6 on anti U/B patrol 
on course 263 at 1000 ft. sighted U/Boat on 
surface in position 47.45 N., 8.48 W., on 
on CO 090/12 KTS 2 miles away on port beam.As A/C turned S/M began crash dive and only 
stem and tip of conning tower was above 
surface when bombs released from 300 ft. from 
A/C attacking in moderate dive. Bombs seen 
to burst in close stick 40 yards ahead of swirl 
Est. 40 ft. from Bow. Pilot repeated attack 
from same direction 30-40 seconds later 
releasing 4 depth charges all were seen to 
burst on Est. position of U/Boat, nearest 60 
yards dead ahead of swirl remainder at 30 foot 
intervals.A/C remained in vicinity for 10 mins, 
but no visible results observed. U/3oat 
ocean going type resembling U/37.
(A.C.H.Q., Plymouth, 1603/1, toH.Q.C.C.,
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M.T.B.Operation

SITUATION REPORT 
Home Commands.
Two M.T.B.’s from Dover operated last night off 
Berck sur Mer.

British Air Operations.
Wellingtonsattacked Brest last night, dropping 
64 tons of bombs on the docks, PRINZ EUGEN and 
the battle cruisers. SCHARNHORST is thought 
to have been straddled. Reports, stated by 
the Air Ministry to be reliable are to the 
effect that the PRINZ EUGEN was hit and severely 
damaged, 50 men on board being killed. The 
GNEISENAU is reported to be out of action for 
several months.

Poor weather reduced activity today; offensive 
patrols were flown against shipping in the 
Channel and off the Dutch coast, but no successes 
are reported.

At 2345 one of 6 Beauforts of Coastal Command 
secured a hit with torpedo on a 5000 ton ship 
which had previously been located off Fecamp.

Enemy Air Operations.
A/S Trawler MORRIS DANCE, separated in fog from 
Convoy 0.G.66, was attacked early this morning 
and suffered some casualties but no damage.

Operation
B.S.66.

Mining.
PLOVER, with HAMBLEDON, laid mines last night 
in the East Coast Barrier.

Thames
Estuary

There was considerable enemy air activity, 
probably minelaying, over the Thames Estuary 
last night and to a less extent between Dover 
and Lowestoft generally.

Bristol
Channel

Normal traffic in the River Usk was resumed at 
1843B.
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SITUATION REPORT. 
South Atlantic.
A second mine was exploded on 28/6 and the port 
is still closed. Vessels are still held up 
inside and outside the harbour, but movements in 
and out started on 28/6, to relieve congestion, 
the ships being swept in and out.

Mediterranean.
At 1410 today URGE hit with one torpedo an A.M.C. 
escorting a merchant vessel in 37° 48' N. 15°
21’ E. The A.M.C. proceeded at 8 knots.

Wellingtons bombed Benghazi and Tripoli last 
night. At Tripoli merchant vessel were 
damaged.

At 2349 TORBAY reported that she had successfully 
attacked a convoy in the Zea Channel.

— 'l[ j~  ,e} 1j ■

8 aircraft dropped 50 bombs S.E. of Paphos 
today.

It is confirmed that the Vichy destroyers have 
left Syria.
Strong air R/C was carried out today north and 
west of Cyprus for 3 French Cruisers which it is 
believed are attempting to land reinforcements in 
Syria. The enemy ships were not sighted. Three 
Vichy French merchant ships are also reported to 
have left Salonica for Tripoli and this afternoon 
aircraft reported 3 destroyers and 3 merchant 
ships 10 miles off the coast, heading south, S.W. 
of Tyre. R.A.F. aircraft took off to attack 
them.
C.S.15's force was attacked p.m. today by our own 
aircraft.
PERTH bombarded a heavy battery east of Damur 
p.m. today, and effectively silenced it.

U-Boat Campaign.
Late this evening FOLKESTONE, escorting H.G.66 
attacked in a thick fog a U-Boat shadowing the 
•convoy on the surface, and possibly damaged the 
enemy.
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REPULSE.

TIGRIS.

ROYAL
SOVEREIGN.

PRINCE. 
LEOPOLD and 
PRINCE 
PHILIPPE.

Skopen
Pioru
patrol.

MARSDALE.

OperationJL-JU

23
8.7.41.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.
P.O.i/c Greenock, is requested to sail REPULSE 
for Scapa P.M. 3rd screened by INGLEFIELD and 
ACHATES.
(C. in C. H.P. 1016B/2.)

(a) To leave patrol after dark 5/7, (route) 
R/V with LA CAPRICIEUSE in 250° Trevose Head 
10 miles at 0500B/9. Arrangements.
(Capt. (S)3 1631B/2. to TIGRIS.)

Adty., 12313/1.
(i) Notwithstanding F.O.C.N.A. 1716A/1, you are 
to r.v., with A/S escort in (c) 045° 00' N.,
025° 008 W., at 0900B/8th.
(ii) Onward route and name of escort will follow. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1934B/2 to ROYAL SOVEREIGN.)

Request you will sail them.
Complete with their Eureka flotillas, so as to 
arrive Falmouth by 7/7, arranging necessary 
escort. (D.O.D.(H) 2349B/2 to C. in C. W.A.)

If. j y  . f>- i)

Operations.
In view of present situation I consider constant 
patrol of Skopen Fiord is no longer justified.
I intend A/S trawlers attached to Faroes be 
employed as a striking force using as advanced 
base Westmanhavn 062 09’ N., 007° 09' W.
The other (? escorts) at Faroes will be able 
to report and probably intercept any merchant 
vessels passing through Fiord in good visibility. 
(A.C.O.S. 1540B/2 to Adty.)

(7MALVERNIAN) bombed. Cancel my 1030 Bj25. 
(F.O.C.N.P. 214OB/2 to MARSDALE.)

Carry out operation D N-
(a) Saturday 5th July.
(b) NIGERIA, CURACOA, BEDOUIN, PUNJABI, TARTAR, 
ECLIPSE.
(c) Stadlandet.
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Operation 
D.N. " 'C'ontd.

M
2.7.41.
Wednesday.

HOMS COMMANDS.

Operations. Contd.
(ii) Operation D N.
(a) Paragraph 8 A and 9 A.
Force is to keep I^orth of latitude 062° N., 
when East of Greei^ich meridian.
(b) Paragraph 13A. For 10 read 6. Delete 
"shifting for 138 kc/s period".
(c) Paragraph 13 B delete and substitute 
"communication with fighters on convoy.
(G. in C. H.F. 2332B/2. to G.S.10.)

Patrols.

R/C. of 
Bordeaux.

Catalina
patrol.

British Air Operations.
My 1648/1. Patrol postponed owing to weather. 
i&.-U1 C. Rosyth 0740/2.)
3TiWB now in operation.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1514/2.)
My 1204/1 and Your 1648/1 (neither to NELSON.). 
Request A/S Patrol may be continued until 1800/3 
to cover period NELSON is exercising.
(C. in C. H.F. 1522B/2. to G. in C. Rosyth.)
Your 1522/2. A/S patrol will be continued from 
2100/2 until 1100/3.
(G. in C. Rosyth 1958/2. to C. in C. H.F.)
My 1958/2. A/S patrol will be continued until 
1800/3 weather permitting.
(C. in C. Rosyth 2140/2 to C. in C. H.F.)

Request R/C of Bordeaux to ascertain if 
S.S. BAUDOUINVILLE is still present. 
(D.D.I.C. 1126B/2.)

Comparatively large numbers of U-boats are 
passing to and from French west coast ports and 
owing to present lack of suitable long range 
aircraft their passage is comparatively 
unmolested. Request four Catalinas be 
allocated to maintain anti U-boat patrols 
throughout the 24 hours in (Western?) part of 
Plymouth command with every chance of success
ful results. This would also free land plane 
squadrons for operations against enemy shipping 
and gardening. In this locality flying boats 
are often able to operate when land planes 
are grounded.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1257/2. to Adty.)

/R/C of North
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R/C of 
North Sea.

Convoy
F.Nfc87.
HOMEFIRE 
'(British, 
Î '62~ Tons. ) 
sunk.

Attack on 
O.G. 66. 
MALVERN IAN

2.7.41.
Wednesuay.

HOME COMMANDS.

British Air Operations. Oontd.
Air Min., have asked for the return of No.114 
Sqn., which has been lent to Coastal Command 
for some time for R/C duties primarily.
2. Understand that adequate R/C of North Sea 
cannot be carried out without No. 114 Sqn., 
until Nos. 500 and 608 Sqns., have completed 
rearming.3. Request confirmation and dates on which it 
is anticipated Nos. 500 and 608 Sqs., will 
complete rearming.
(1st. S.L. 2151B/2 to A.O.C. in C.C.C.)

16
E;

Enemy Air Activity.
Convoy attacked 2338/1 and 2341/1.
S.S.HOMEFIRE direct hit, sank immediately, 
survivors, Position variously stated to be 
53° 5’ 30" N., 1 28* E; 53° 4 ’ N., 1 28’
5 5 ’ N 1° 27 ’ 30" E •
(SHELDRAKE 0100B/2, 0220B/2, 0700B/2, VALOROUS 
0014B/2, LEAMINGTON 0130B/2, N.O.I.C.
Lowestoft 0553B/2, C. in C. Nore 0721B/2., 
Correct position of wreck 53 5T 27" N., 1 2o 
8" E
(FRANKLIN 1821/2.)

One enemy aircraft was destroyed as a result 
of attack on 0 G 66 yesterday.
(C. in C. W.A. 1048B/2. to SCARBOROUGH for 
C cir© • )My 1850B/1. Have on board 47 survivors 
including very seriously wounded. Survivors 
state about 8 officers and 20 ratings still on 
board, ship was still afloat at 1300, 2 full 
boats and rafts near ship. No results from 
yesterdays search in very poor visibility. 
Rejoined convoy at 0001.(SCARBOROUGH 1500B/2. to C. in C. W.A.) 0
Keep good look out for survivors in lat.47 N., 
(C. in C. W.A. 1525B/2 to S.O. 18th C.S.
CHALLENGER.) 0On parting company proceed to 047 00
029° 00' W., to search for survivors as long 
as fuel permits on parallel 047 00' N.,
between 029° 00’ W., and 034 00 W.
(C. in C. W.A. 1534B/2. to READING.
If fuel permits detach FANDANGO anu MORRIS 
DANCE forthwith to assist MALVERNIAN.
(C. in C. W.A. 1935B/2 to SCARBOROUGH.)

fl » a I

/In view
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R.D.F. for 
HUNTS'.

MORRIS
DANCE.

Stadlandet.

B.S.67.

DEVON
COUNTY.

Operation

2.7.41.
Wednesday.

HOMS COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity Contd.
In view of present night air attacks on East 
Coast convoys it is considered that all HUNT 
Class destroyers of 16th and 21st Flotillas 
should be fitted with type 285 R D F  set as 
soon as possible. Request an estimate of 
when sets can be made available.
(C. in C. Nore 1902B/2 to Ady.)

Your 1935 B/2. Trawlers have insufficient 
fuel. MORRIS DANCE separated from convoy in 
fog last night and was (group omitted) air
craft this morning, 2 casualties reported. 
Although close has not yet rejoined.
(SCARBOROUGH 2108B/2 to C. in 0. W.A.)

Mining.

Request latest information regarding possibility 
of enemy minelaying off Stadlandet.
(C. in C. H.-F. 1021B/2.)
Your 1021B/2. No information is available 
later than that contained in N.I.D.02107/41 
dated 4.6.41.
(D.D.I.C. 1633B/2. to C. in C. H.F.)

Operation B S 67 is to take place tomorrow 
night. Departure to be taken from 54C buoy 
at 0045/4 returning by same route.
Escort as for B 3 66.
(C. in C. Nore 1146B/2.)

M/S Drifter DEVON COUNTY sunk bv mine 0845/1 
in approx., 051° 28' 51" N., 00 59' 14" E.
(C. in C. Nore 1540B/2. Cdre l/C Sheemess 
1552/2.)

My 1720B/1. Operation Q J is to be postponed. 
Further instructions will be sent.
(C. in C. Nore 1640B/2. to F.O. Harwich, M.S.4.)

/Thames Estuary
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Thames
Estuary.

Newport.

Enemy
Unit.

Baltic.

Polish
submarines.

Naval
Mission.

OTWAY.

zr
2.7.41.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining. Contd.
Between 2400/1 and 0210/2 considerable enemy 
air activity over Thames Estuary R D P Plots 
showed a probable minelaying aircraft between 
B 5 and B 6 buoys about 0145. 6 Explosions
similar to parachute mine explosions and 
followed passage of fairly low flying aircraft 
occurred as follows.
(S.O.T.L.D.F. Sheerness 1812/2.)

My 1616B/1. Normal traffic in River Usk may 
now be resumed. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1843B/2.)

Enemy Intelligence.

By D/F at 2106/1 G.M.T.Position of unknown enemy unit, probably naval 
auxiliary, was within 100 miles of 47 30’ N.,
12° W. (D.D.I.C. 0015B/2.)
My 0015B/2. Address has been amended to 
include C. in C. Plymouth.
(D.D.I.C. 0925B/2.)

Various items of intelligence. (N.A.Stockholm 
1628/2.) See Lion Copy.

My 1819/26 and 1811/28. This afternoon 
Polish Minister and Naval Attache conferred 
with Swedish Naval Authorities who have now 
permitted rehoisting of Polish ensign and have 
allowed Senior Captain to pay daily visit. 
Outstanding difference is that Sweden declines 
to permit Polish crews or maintenance parties 
to return to their ship.
(N.A. Stockholm 1729/2.)

Co-operation with Russia.
Mossnav Telegram 1. 
inquiries. (1st. S.L. 
See Lion Copy.

Replies to technical 
0037B/2 to N.A. Moscow.)

Casualties fr. Defects.
Have lost contact with escort. My position 0400 
055° (?05*^ 50" N. , 005° 28* 36" <.,am waiting
for fog to lift. Starboard engine out of action 
die tp°fractured group exhaust. >
(OTWAY 0405B/2 to S.7.)(C. in C. /. A. 09018/^. )

/In company...•



SE CR ET.
MESSAGE., l628/2nd July. IN.

n  , - ir v .  — 1 w i  Bate 3*7*U1«
From N. A .Stockholm . Reed. 0305.

in te r d e par tm e n tal  cypher o . t . t . _
• Q t f f c r

Addressed A d m ira lty .
In suspension, o f B altic  shipping, in te lligen ce  from 

secret sources is  sosr-cj;

Part one -  Enemy wa i* ships o

(1 ) Bremen June 17 th.

(a ) 10000 tons cruiser believed  SEfBLITZ.

( b )  Progress continues on new 1+00 metre dry dock between 
In d u s tr ie  harbour and \Ve3er r iv e r .

(2 ) K ie l.
^IRPITZ reported under cover o f camouflage nets on 
Tn-rp ?7r>d Certain guns being replaced and oth r 
a ltera tion s^^da 1  a fte r  recent t r ia ls  which have 
(?not been) sa tis factory .

This report partly  confirmed another un identified  
source.

( 3 ) S te ttin  June 26th.

A irc ra ft ca rr ie r  o f 15 to 20000 tons in port.

(4 ) Swinemunde June 28th.

Ho warships present only two old  torpedo boats 
painted white.

( 5) Sandham June 27th.

Large cruiser to eastward. ^^ttic^about^th isarea states HIPPER cru iser seen in B a ltic  afcoui; ™
period.

. „<2.”2S\frascKr “.sag sss,"*"
B.2. repeat B.2. 1628/2.
1st Lord. Advance copy cent Ops.^O.D.^
1 st S•L.
Uth S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H) 
A .C .N .S . (P ) »  .
A .C .N .S . ( T ; • ( 2 ) »  
Nav. Sec.
N .  A .1st S.L.
E. _.P«* So 
Ops.
O. D .(5 ). 
d .n . i .O ;).
D.T.D. (1+) • 
D.T.D.(M)

0. 1.C.( 3 ) . v 
D. of P. (3 )» 
D.S.D.9. 
d.a/s .w.
1. p.(3).
\7.D»
D.P.D.
D. S.D. (2 ).
M.(2 )•



SECRLT

i l l

To: ITaval Attache os cow
0037P/2 July

Date: 2.7 .2*1
OUT.

Interdepartmental Cypher One Time Table,

Prom: Act liralty,
For Ilaval 1 Ass ion 
Reference IbssaV Tol.l.
Para. 2 hoted,
Para (3) (a) S.D.0-. is hoi: y cn•.suited and information nay "be 
sent later.
Para (3) (b) Standard carle VII depth charge necessitates 
limitations of height and speed whend dropping to J.pO knots 
and ISO feet, standard pistol modified so that depth setting 
can he made immediately hefone release fro. i aircraft.
Para, (3) (c) Ho information available.
Para 5 (c) There are rumours concerning this ui*ne hut its 
use is considered unlikely because it would not work at night 
and is also liable to he actuated by cloud.

0037h/2
for 0,'..',S,
Approved fist Sea Lord.

« Former ,jiven most secret distribution.

Bath
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OTWAY.
Contd.

BRIGHTON 
(Collision
sEZE7)

S. C.54.

H. X.132.

H.G.65.

2.7.1941. 
Wednesday.

HOI,IE C OIaKAKDS.

Casualties &  Defects. Contd.

In company with escort. E.T.A. 1500. 
(OTWAY 0905B/2.)

Arrived Rothesay hay tugs THAMES and MARAUDER 
towing BRIGHTON damaged in collision. 
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1306B/2.)

Shipping & Convoys.
In company with HX 132 as far as 11° 15' W. 
All ships arrived.
(D.T.D. 1251B/2)
22 British, 12 Allied. Cargoes. (D.S.666.)

Route amended, met as arranged. 101 hours fog. 
All ships arrived.
(D.T.D. 1252B/2.) 34 ships including 10 Allied 
and 1 neutral. (D.S. 666.)

Arrived. 14 ships including 4 neutrals and 
1 Allied. Cargoes. (D.S. 666.)
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Raider
Situation

CILICIA

0.21

BAUDQUINVILLS 
(Belgian)

KERSTEN
MILES
(German)

French
Convoy

2.7.1941.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
General.
My 1338B/27.
PRUMENTON made raider distress signal 27/6 in 40° 
08’ N. 53° 44’ W. No cancellation received but 
may have been a British or American ship, 
on 25th - 26/6 Yankee Clipper sighted suspicious 
merchant ship in 37° 26' N. 43° 07* W. 
respectively. Proceeding E.N.E. at 5 knots, 
possibly supply or Merchant ship.
On 30/6 D/F indications in area 28°-31° N,
31° -34° W. Possibly raider No.16 returning 
owing to loss of BABITONGA and ALSTERTOR but 
might be outward bound raider or supply ship.
On 26/6 an incomplete Raider distress message 
received from unknown ship, latitude not read 
but longtituae was 88° 16* E.
Impossible at present to determine whether a 
raider is now operating in Indian Ocean.
(D.D.I.C. 1819B/2.)

North Atlantic.
Part company on meeting destroyer escort and 
unless you have other orders return to Freetown 
by same route.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0944A/2 to CILICIA.)

Proceed forthwith to establish patrol within 
30 miles radius 043° N. 011° W. Object is to 
attack raider (description) which may be making 
for Bay of Biscay port from vicinity of 030° N. 
032° W. T.B.R. arranged for patrol area,
C. in C. Plymouth requested to take necessary 
action.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1036A/2, 1038A/2 to S/M. 0.21.)

Reported was to leave Bordeaux with aviation 
material on 2/7. Graded B.l. Air R/C has 
been asked for to check this report. 
(D.D.I.C. 1128B/2 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Has been supplied with Coal Bunkers ex 
Italian TROVAIORE.
(Consul, Las Palmas, 1145/2.)

0638 French armed trawler SERGENT GOUARNE, 
French S.S. CAPITAINE PRIEUR laden, THESEE 
light Westbound.
(S.O.I. Gib., 1525A/2 to S.O.I. Kingston.)

/PETUNIA
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PETUNIA

SEVERN

ERNANI

JESUS 
ANTONIO 
Transport 
of pyrites 
for Germany-

Submarine s

FURIOUS 
SCYTHIA 
CAMERONIA

Takoraai
mines.

2.7.1941.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 
Korth Atlantic Contd.
A.T. 1721B/30.
In addition, PETUNIA is expected to call about 
7/7. Will require about 150 tons oil fuel. 
(D.O.D.(F) 1724B/2 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada.)

P.C. and S. at 1800A/2. 037° 14’ 002° 18’ E.
258 11 knots. Adjusted speed for battery 
discharge P.M./3 to arrive A.M./4. Have 
merchant ship captain prisoner.
(SEVERN, 1803A/2 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Request that I may be informed if Italian 
ERNANI which left Las Palmas 25/6 is captured 
or sxink as cargo is of interest to both Spanish 
and Greek Govt.
(N.A. Madrid 1817/2 to Aamty.)

Pyrites being sent to Germany by small Spanish 
steamers to Barcelona where transhipped to axis 
vessel or sent by train. Submit Spanish ships 
are unlikely to remain within territorial waters 
whole voyage. First ship due to leave shortly 
N.S.O.(l) Gibraltar could instruct Malaga report 
departure. One vessel concerned believed to be 
JESUS ANTONIQ.
(N.A. Madrid, 1915/2 to Aamty.)

Employment of "River" class and Dutch S/Ms. 
(V.C.N.S. 1922B/2 to Capt. (s) 8.) See Lion 
Copy.

A.M. 1036B/1 and 1231B/1. Most desirable to 
sail FURIOUS, SCYTHIA and CAMERONIA to take 
advantage of inward escort provided for ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN on 8/7. Can you provide necessary 
A/S escort out of Gibraltar?
HERMIONE will be available as distant cover 
during passage.
(V.C.N.S. 2011B/2 to F.O.C.N.A.).
Reply: 0702/3.

South Atlantic.
My 2105/27. A second mine was exploded at 
Takoraai on 28/6 within half a cable of first in 
same direction.
(C. in C. S.A., 0011N/2 to Admty.)

/ESCOLANO
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MOST Sj CRDT M j  S S “  G l 922B /2nd July

DATI3:- 2 .7 .4 1 .TO:- Captain (S) 8
repeated F.O.S. 91

F.O.C.N.A. 307 | q n -lC. in G. Mediterranean 408 B 1

ILAAjL CYPHDR (D). .

PROM:-  Admiralty
Captain (3 ) 8* s le t t e r  No. ^53^ 2. S^of 18th .A,:/; ;

(not to C. in C. Mediterranean) and adm iralty 21 -
June.

Owinp to  u n su ita b ility  o f RIV73R cla ss  subm arine 
fo r  inshore o ffen s iv e  patrols  in t h o  , .4
i t  is  approved to withdraw S3VBRN and CLYD.. fra u  ■.....
duty and employ thorn on A tla n tic  p a tro ls  and 1 
■patrols as required.
2 The three Butch submarines to be employed on 
offen sive patrols in Western Mediterranean.

3 .  Convoy escort duties to be ca rried  out by the 2IV3PS 
and Dutch submarines in ro ta tion .
4. OLYMPUS to be employed on transport of ;h ite_011s  
and e sse n tia l stores to  Malta i f  required b y -C. m  0. 
Mediterranean and i f  found f i t  for th is  s e r v ic e

1922B/2 
fo r  D.O.D.(F)

Approved by V.C.N.S. on Docket No. M. C&2t,-V

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
2nd S.L.
3rd  S.L.
4th  E*L.
9th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
a . c .n . s .Ch , 
A.C.N.S.CF 
A .C .N .S .(t ) (2 )  
N.A. 1st S.L. 
D. o f  ? . ( 2 )  
D.O.D.(H) 
D.D.O.D.(H) 
D.O.D.(F) 
D.D.O.D.(F) 
D.N.X. (4 )
D.S.D.
D.N . 4?.* D.
D. o f  L.D.
D.A/S.W.
D.M.S.I.F.(2)
W.D.
Duty Captain 
Hd. o f  M.

D.T.S.D.
D .D .I.C .
S .P .S .
D.T.D. (2 )
N .I.D . 10 Pay Cdr. tf-Us —



f r i t *  3e*
1.1 E S S A G E  0130/2nd July IN

From: Tho War Office. Date 2.7«41

Cipher*

Addressed: G.O.CoWeat AfridafiT 
IMMEDIATE#

following message he passed to hi$i*

Begins. For A/Cdr, Grigson from Air Ministry. (1) Staff talks 
between 3ritish, Free French and Belgian Congo have been approved by 
Chiefs of Staff and will be co-ordinated by G.O.C. West Africa*
Signal 74295 cipher (M«,0*4) 20/6 from War Office to G«0.C» refers.
You are to remain in West Africa and represent Air Ministry returning 
to London on conclusion of conversations held at Lagoa. 
f 2) Scope of conversations will be to draw up co-ordinatod plan 
of defence but no repeat no commitments are to be undertaken and as 
Bri'fLrh air forces are unlikely to bo involved your role will be in 
general to hold watching briefs You should bear in mind that only 
British air forces likely to be riationod in area in question are those v 
intend to base in V7est Africa* For your information only our 
programme envisages two Fighter, two G.R. Landplane, two G.R. Flying 
boat squadrons and Group Headquarters. Those squadrons will be based 
at Freetown and Bathurst. No dateo can bo given but wo have so far 
established one Fighter flight, one G.R, Landplane and two Flying 
boat squadrons. The role of those squadrons is in naval co-operation 
and fighter deforce of British territory. You should not repeat not 
di!!?ulge to Free French or Belgians our programme in this area.
All other aircraft in this aroa will be part of Middle East 
reinforcement scheme and with exception of earmarking of small number 
of aircraft for defence of Takoradi none of these aircraft are 
available for local operations.
(5) You should discourage framing of ambitious plans for the air 
defence of the Belgian Congo os these will ohly lead to requests for 
aircraft and supplies which we cannot Gifford to release. Threat to 
Belgian Congo has now largely disappeared with collapse of I.E.A.
Threat to Chad is, hov/evor, a real one and Free French will probably 
raiso this question and ask for air assistance. You will be unable 
to promise assistance but there is no objection to you examining and 
discussing possible means of defending that portion of the Chad 
territory through which the Takoradi route passes. Provision of 
possible air assistance from Middlo East must bo dependent upon situation 
obtaining at the time.
(4) # Our main interest in Central Africa i3 the security of the Takoradi 
reinforcement route and tho altornativ e route known as Sabena (Duala, 
Bangui, Libengo, Stanleyville, Juba) • You should pay special attention 
to this aspect of the conversations and consult Thorold or Russell
if he is available,
(5) -All requosts for training and supplies 0 of oquipment and material 
must bo referred to London.
(6) A,0#C« in C. Middlo East i3 boing informed of these instructions. 
Snds,

0130/2*

Received from War Office at
1 4 (2)
De Of P. (3)
0» I. c.
D.3.D. 9

1800/2
1st Lord* 
1st S. L* 
V.C.N.S.

Advance copy 0ps,0.D.0.I.G

PQAc.SA(sj'
SEC.
NAVAL SEC.
H, A* 1s t L L»

W*B*-------
D.N»I. (4)
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ESCOLANO
Spanish

Belgian
Congo.

Convoy
W.S.9B.

ENA

MANKA-- ■mHCKft

GALATEA
EDINBURGHW.S.4/?.

IMPRESS OP 
AUSTRALIA.

FORT DE 
FRANCE.
ST.DOMINGUE

MOST SECRET

31
2.7.1941.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic. Contd.
Suspicious passenger. If ship is encountered 
and if satisfied he is German remove him and 
baggage. No special steps to intercept ship 
need be taken.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 0020B/2 to C. in C. S.A.)

Staff talks. (W.O., 0130/2 to G.O.C. W. Africa) 
See Lion Copy.

List, fuel and water requirements.
(D. of S.T. 0324B/2 to C. in C. S.A., C. in C. 
E.I.)

Overdue shipping ENA due Beira 27/6 from Bahrein 
not arrived.
(S.O.I. Capetown, 0951B/2.)

Overdue shipping. Dutch MAITRKftLIHAT due 
Capetown 27/6 from U.K. not arrived.
(S.O.I. Capetown, 0958B/2.)

GALATEA estimates 20% fuel remaining on arrival 
Freetown provided she does not exceed speed of 
convoy. Margin very small for an ocean escort 
and I consider it advisable EDINBURGH to remain 
with convoy to 025° N. at least.
(F.O. 18 C.S., 1201B/2, to Adrnty.)

Your 1947/26. A.M.C. escort can be provided but 
use of A.M.C. for escorting single transports is 
uneconomical expenditure of effort. Recently 
escort has been provided for CAMeHONIA from Cape 
to Gibraltar via Freetown and now is required 
for EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA from Cape to lat. 50 N. 
These requirements take A.M.C.’s away from patrol 
area near trade 0 routes where they may be in 
position to act against enemy raiders or supply 
ships.
(C. in C. S.A., 1431N/2 to Aamty.)

French ship FORT DE FRANCE is replacing SAINT 
DOMINGUE in trade between Martinique Cayenne and 
Para. BARFLEUR also trading to Cayenne. This 
is known and approved by U.S. Naval Officer 
Observer stationed at Martinique.
(N.A, Rio ae Janeiro, 1611Z/2 to N.C.S.O. Para.) 
See also American and West Indies.

/Enemy....
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South Atlantic. Conta.

Enemy
Shipping.

Interception of enemy ships leaving River Plate 
area is of more importance than of those leaving 1 
Brazilian Ports. In particular, desired that 
German ERLANGEN believed now to be at Mor Del 
Plata should be intercepted.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1900B/2 to C. in C. S.A.).

•

Takoraai
shipping

Suggest that unless port expected to re-open 
shortly vessels waiting to discharge should 
discharge at Lagos or other port. Vessels 
waiting for cargo should proceed to alternative 
loading ports.
(D.T.D. 21593/2, to S.O.I. Freetown.)

DRAGON. 
QUEEN OP 
BERMUDA.

Your 1245N/30. Approved for DRAGON to refit at 
Simonstown as arranged. Enquiry being made 
whether QUEEN OF BERMUDA can be received in 
U.S.A. for refit and installation of catapult, 
aircraft crane etc., about third week in August. 
QUEEN OF BERMUDA should be kept in service 
pending decision.
(D.O.D.(F) 23523/2 to C. in C. S.A.)

d/so yc .

A.M.C.*s
for Trade

Decided to return following A.M.C.’s to trade on 
relief by other vessels, ESPERANCE BAY, MORETON 
BAY and ARAWA. Redisposition of A.M.C.s is 
under consideration,
(A.C.N.S.(T) 2353/2 to C. in C. S.A.)

• Mediterranean.

OSIRIS Your 1319 ?B/26. Expect me 24 hours late. 
(Defects).
(OSIRIS, 0231B/2 to V.A. Malta.)

HANS SCHMIDT 
TGermanT-

Arrived 30/6.
(Valencia 0726/2 to M. of W.T.)

Campaign 
against ~ 
Russia.

Appreciation. (N.S.O.(l) Istanbul 0953/2.) 
See Lion Copy.

Vichy
Freighters

My 2311C/1. Sail PARTHIAN to arrive on patrol 
within 15 miles radius Tripoli by 0400C/3.
(C. in C. Med., 0958C/2 to C.S.15.)

/S/Ms.......



SECRET MESSAGE
Prom N.S.O, (I) Istanbul.

0933/2nd July IN
Date 2.7*U1. 
Tirao 161+0. 

Intordopartmental Cypher V by Cable
Recirculation at request of

N.I.D.3.
Addressed. IT.3.0. (I) Mediterranean. Repeated D.N.I.

(A) Germany Embassy circles re-action here to first 
week's Russian Campaign i3 disappointment at lack of 
immediate startling successes or internal troubles in 
Russia.

(B) Campaign still expected to last six or sovon wooks.
(C) (?Pirst) objective Leningrad.
(D) V/hon Moscow occupied Q Government will bo sot up 

by Germany to sign tho Armistice and Stalin’s Government 
fully oxpoctod to withdraw to Siberia.

(E) Turkeys attitude will bo governed by results of 
Russian Campaign; if latter rapidly victorious Q Germany 
will demand "Froo” use of Straits and arrangements for 
passage of troops through Turkish Territory and oxpoct 
appeal to bo grantod provided facade of Turkish Sovereignty 
undisturbed*

0953/ 2.
Advance copy sont to 0.1.0.

■ • Vj • AN • O  •
l.G.N.3. (P) 
l.C.IT.S. (T) (2)
V.C.N.S.
A.A.Parl.Soc.
C. S.O. to 1st S.L. 
Naval Socrotary.D. N.I. (1+) P.A.S.(s)Ops. ( MO.D. (5), N
T>. of P. (3)
O.I.C. (2)
D» 3.1). 9•M. (8) for W.O.D. P.D.D.of L.D. (2)
B. ?.S#j
V/.]
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S/Ms. not 
to attack 
small ships 
in ballast.

Tobruk 
raid 1/7.

URGE
UPHOLDER

French
Ship.

ST.DIDIER 
CHATEAU YQUEM 
THEOPHILE 
GAUTIER.

RORQUAL

Tripoli
bombed

Enemy
Convoy
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Mediterranean Contd.

The importance of sinking all enemy ships 
whether in ballast or loaded is vital. The 
restrictions in para. 6 S W l(?M) No.20 are 
cancelled but C.O’s are reminded of chance of 
torpedo running.^ship in ballast (?and) for 
this reason small ships in ballast should not 

normally be attacked.
(Capt. (S) 1, 1017C/2 to 1st S.F.)

Tobruk bombed by about 35 aircraft 1/7, minor 
damage to jetties only.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1038/2.)

URGE leaves patrol p.m./2 and returns to Malta 
by reverse of outward route to arrive 0630B/4. 
UPHOLDER has liberty of action in Area M, 036° 
40’ 015° 10’ 000° 80 - 50' from 0430B/3.
(Car. S.I., 1117B/2 to URGE, UPHOLDER.)

ripeus .
2/7 departure VIRGO French FIDELI-Q-. * “*
(Bilbao, 1128/2.) *

My 2311C/1. If these ships are definitely 
identified in Turkish territorial waters they 
are to be sunk. (C. in C. Med., 1314C/2, to 
815 Sqan., N.O.I.C. Cyprus.)

Proposed operation. (V.A. Malta, 1425B/2 to 
C. in C. Med.) See Mediterranean Volume.

C.S.R. Malta up to 1600 2/7.
No enemy air activity. 5 vYellingtons attacked 
Tripoli night 1/2. 6 direct hits Spanish Mole
and others at base of Karamanli Mole starting 
fire on edge of town. 1 medium M/V 1 prohably 
2 direct hits. Believed set on fire but 
hidden by heavy smoke screen.
(H.Q. Malta, 1600/2.)

Following received fron R.A.F. H.Q. Jerusalem. 
3 four-funnel destroyers and 3 merchant ships 
10 miles off coast heading south 270° from
Tyre.
(Haifa W/T, 1600C/2.)
My 1600/2 12 R.A.F. aircraft taking off to 
bomb ships.
(Haifa W/T, 1605C/2.)
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K0S2? SECRET M E S S A C E 2141Q/2 July, in

Fran Capt. (S) 1.
Date* 3, 7 . 41. 

Reod. 1253
NuVi'Jj CCDE (L 2) BY W/T.

Addressed Mediterranean Fleet, xopoated V.A. Malta, N.G.I.C.
Alexandria, s.O. Faroe (i). Group 2C1, N.O.I.C. Port Said, 
N.O.I.C. Cyprus, A.O.C. Mediterranean.

IMPORTANT.

S/ll movement summary 29. Movements (a) • « 
S/M Depart from Routed through*H.M.S. TRIUMPH EitheraChannel n*0o r • * ̂  n

0 j 2  50* 020°  00*

H.M.S. PERSEUS
0300 2nd.
Cape Marocn 
0200 6th

,'jTive,
Benghazi 
P.M. 4th

Al&candria 
0700 loth.

H.M.S. THRASHER Cape
Spartavento 
2300 first

Greek submarine
NEREUS

Greek submarine 
PAPANICOLIS

Alexandria 
1800 4th

00* 029"  20* 
00* 030°

Alexandria 
0700 9th.

Alexandria 
0700 9th. 

Malta A.M. 
6th.

Kaso Strait thence 
direct
038°  10* 020°

18* noon 3rd. 034u 44*
024° 02* 0200 6th 
035° 45* 030° 00* A.M.6th 
034 —  — °
034
20* 035° 30* 030° 20* 
or 40* P.M. 7th p 33 
Southward Sardinia night 
1st 2nd Sicily AnaParta 
Narrows "

H.M.S. OSIRIS and H.M.S. UTMOST from Rest and H.M.S.UNION 
H.M.S. UPRIGHT and H.M.S. UNIQUE from Messina arrive Malta A.M. 3rd. 
H.M.S. URGE arrives Malta a .M. fourth fran Messina. H.M.S. REGENT as in summary 29.

Sanctuaries (b ) - 
SubmarineI•M.S..M.S.
H.M.S. PARTHIAN
Greek S/M.
NEREUS
H.M.S. UPHOLDER 
Greek submarine 
PAPANICQLIS

Sanctuary
“  00* 023° 

32* 024
00* - 000° - 63 - 50 
00* -  000 -  65 -  95 

within 15 miles Tripoli(Syria) 64 
South of 032° 45* East of 015° 00* 
Until A.M. sixth North of 035°
30* between 029° 30* and 030°and
036° 40* 015° 10* - 000°

30* 
- 8 0 - 5 0

from A.M. seventh in (?Euripo Channel) 
as for Greek submarine NEREUS. Ends.

Advance Copy Sent D.C., D.O.D. (F)
1st Lord*
1st S.L.
V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S.(h ) 
A.C.N. 3. (F) 
N.A.lst S.L.
d #o,d .(h )
d .d .o.d .(h )
D. O.D. (F) 
D.D.O.D.(f) 
D. of P.(2)

E.P.S.
D.C.
N.I.D.IO.
D.D. I. Ĉ .
Admiral Chalmers. 
Admiral Bellairs. 
Head of M.
I.P.(2)
W.D.

D.N.I. (4) F.O.S. by courier.

2141Q/2. 
& D.D.I.C.
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THEOPHILE
GAUTIER/"

Abey
Bomb ar ament

>

Benghazi 
and Beirut 
bombed.

Situation 
Report No.74

FORMIDABLE

TORBAY

MAREEBA

Turn round 
of ships in 
Indian ports

2.7.1941.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean Conta.
My 2345G/1. Description. (Capt. (S)l to 
18390/2 to NEREUS.)

34

Artillery Commander reports no further activity 
from battery at Abey, now presumed off the map. 
Ammunition dump was definitely hit and majority 
of shot fell in target area. Report on 
destroyer result not yet available.
(N.L.O. Palestine, 2113C/2 to C.S.15.)
Night 1/24 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi. 3 Wellingtons 
bombed Beirut causing small fire and hit on 
shipping alongside Northern Mole.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 2129/2.)

(1) Syria. Confirmed that Vichy destroyers 
have left Syria. C.S.15 with force B carrying 
out sweep to N. of Beirut tonight 2/3. Strong 
air R/C to N. and W. of Cyprus, nothing seen.
(2) Western Desert. Heavy bombing attacks 
Tobruk did not interfere with unloading of 
stores. MIRANDA slightly damaged sailing 
tonight in tow of SOUTHERN ISLE. Unloading 
ANTIKUA continuea. CRICKET arrived Alexandria 
in tow* of ST. ISSEY.
(C. in C. Med., 2148C/2 to Admty.)

Ukarm 672. Will be accepted for repairs at 
Navy Yard Norfolk, Va., leaving Alexandria about 
end July. Request you will sail her via Cape 
as soon as ready.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 2150b/2 to C. in C. Med.) ,

Your 1755/1 and M.S. No.792 and 797 not received. 
Request repetition at intervals as hunt is hot 
following successful attack on convoy in Zea 
Channel. Have now withdrawn east of Doi*o 
Channel as your 1839/1 suggests I am not to 
comply with your 1425/1.
(TORBAY, 2349C/2 to Capt. S.I.).

East Indies.
Overdue, left Tegal, Java 15/6 for Colombo via 
Malacca Strait, not arrived.
(S.Ojj) Colombo, 1138Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

Co-operation between Sir George Campbell and 
myself remain very one sided and I have noticed 
nb improvement yet in the arrangements at Colombo 
(C. in C. E.I., 1146Z/2 to Admty.)
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China.

SAGITTAIRE
(^French)

Passed Sunaa Strait 1/7 for Madagascar Dakar 
and France, (cargo on board). No navicerts. 
(Capt. O.S. Singapore, 0802Z/2 to Admty.)

Japanese Japanese Govt, has requisitioned 4 18 knot^
requisitioning freighters within the last fortnight. NAMKAI 
freighters. MARU is also reported as being requisitioned and 

is now on passage to Rangoon having cancelled 
scheduled trip to U.S.A.
(Capt. O.S. Singapore, 0938Z/2.)

America and West Indies.
ROYAL F.O.C.N.A. 1716A/1. ROYAL SOVEREIGN left
SOVEREIGN Bermuda 16004/30 and will require to refuel

if R/V is postponed. Unless separate A/S 
escort can be provided at R/V on 8/7, propose 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN be diverted to Halifax.now. 
(C. in C. A.W.I. 0951Q/2 to Admty.)

BARFLEUR Following from Washington. French A.M.C.
FORT DE BARFLEUR was due to leave Martinique 28/6
FRANCE escprtlng-JFranch ship FORT DE FRANCE to Cayenne

and thence to Para. BARFLEUR to return to 
Martinique about 15/7. A (0).
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1139^/2 to C. in C. S.A., 
R.A.S.A.D.)
My 1139Q/2. Is this an approved voyage in 
accordance with your 2337/17/6.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 11424/2 to Admty.)

VAN Your 1546B/23/6. and 1507B/10/5. VAN KINSBERGEN
KINSBERGEN can be ready to leave Bermuda for U.K. 14/7.

(C. in C. A.W.I., 12414/2 to Admty.)
Programme.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 13024/2.)

Tug
ST.BLAZEY

Collided with dockyard wall. Anticipate 
repairs 3 weeks.
(Care, i/c Bermuda, 1603Q/2.)

/Transfer
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Transfer of Your 1212B/29. Bare minimum for HX/BHX and
A.M.C.1s from_ S.G. convoys is 12. To allow for refit at
Ealifax Escort least one additional armed merchant cruiser

is required. There are now 16 in N.A. Escort 
Force of which three are refitting and two 
under repair. None therefore can he spared 
now. Propose transferring three selected 
A.M.Cs. as soon as ships now in dockyard hands 
become available.
(B.S.3., 1626P/2 to Admty.)

Request information whether N.G.S.O’s are 
routeing U.S. Flag Merchant ships sailing 
between U.S. and Near East on British service. 
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1832B/2 to N.A. Washington.)

Force to S.
Atlantic
Command."

U.S.Merchant

ODDVAR II.

ELBE
(German)

Propose to intercept Finnish ODDVAR II which 
it is understood recently sailed from Trinidad 
without permission? U.S. Govt, are anxious 
for her to proceed direct Mobile to unload 
her cargo. Believe she will bunker at Saint 
Thomas.
(N.A. Washington, 1843/2 to Admty.)

(Sunk on #/6). Survivors to STADARNHEM. 
(A.L.U.S.N.A., 2205/2 to Admty.) See Lion 
Copy.

St. John's 
N.F.

T>t
ILE NOIR- 
•MQUTIER ~

Base scheme, arrangements.
(Ha. of M., 22193/2 to G.N.S. Ottawa.)

1/7 departure Casablanca 16/7. 
(New York, 2255Z/2.)

MALAYA Armuk 475, 2/7.
C. in C. A. & W.I. 1001Q/25. Request immediate 
reply as to what port MALAYA is to proceed to ? 
Leaving on 8/7. As MALAYA has to obtain 
Swordfish aircraft leaving Piarco in S.S. TUDOR 
PRINCE 6/7 Bermuda would appear the most 
suitable.
(B.A.R.M., 2350/2 to Admty.)

QJJEEN OF 
BERMUDA ,

Cancel Ukarm 640, (1936/28.)
Can QUEEN OF BERMUDA be received in U.S.A. for 
refit and fitting of catapult and aircraft crane 
and if so at what yard? Catapult, crane etc. 
can be shipped QUEEN OF BERMUDA who should 
arrive about third week in August. Estimated 
length of refit 8 to 10 weeks.
(D.O.D.(F) 2350B/2 to B.A.R.M. ) W  /,

9
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MOST-SECRET MESSAGE 2205/2nd July
From A.L.U.S.N.A. Date 3,7.41. Reed. 0940.

P/L BY T/P

Addressed Admiralty.
Following from O.P.N.A.V. amplifying my AE-ADY 8/2/7/41 - 

task group 7 reports suspicious appearance ship 8TADAPNHEM 
with freshly painted name over black patch and armed with 
four inch gun and machine guns with many covered objects.
She claimed to have on hoard fifteen survivors of the German 
ship ELBE which was sunk by aircraft carrier on the sixth of 
June in latitude 26 degs. 30T North and 41 degsc West and 
rescued first of July in latitude 34 degs. 46* North longitude 
J0° 20- West. Under guise of extending medical aid boarded 
the ship and treated three men definitely ill with scurvey.
The men under canvas tent over forward cargo hatch not 
examined. Party was given no opportunity to leave the 
vicinity of the cabin and forward hatch but nothing further 
suspicious was noted. Master Deneef reports in substance the 
following on the 18th June convoy left Freetown and was 
attacked?" On the night of the 26th, BARON NAPIER was sunk and 
on the following night lost Dutch OBERON and Free French 
P.L.M. 22 at 1800 on the 28th the remaining 21 ships dispersed 
and proceeded to Northerly rendezvous independently.

2205/ 2 .
O.I.C, Comment.

ELBE was sunk on «8.6.4l 
25 degs 33* North 38 degs 47* West
O.I.C, Comment. ^

ELBE was sunk on <8.6.41 in position I d %p 
25 degs 33* North 38 degs 47* West.

The dates of convoy leaving Freetown
and of dispersing are correct. BARON NAPIER, 
OBERON and P.L.M. 22 'were in the convoy but no 
report has been received of them having been
sunk.

STADARNHEM was intercepted in the 
position where she should have been.

need be attached to this ship 
been informed.

It is considered that no suspicion 
need be attached to this ship. ALUSNA has

1st Lord 
1st S.L. 
V.C.N.S.

D.O.D.(H) D.T.D.(M)
D.D.O.D.(H) D.A/S.W. 
D.O.D.(F) D .S.D 0 9• 
D.D.O.D.(F) Hd. of M. 
D.D.I.©, D. of P.(

Hd. of M.(2)
D. of P.(2) Ad. Chalmers. 

I.P.(3)W.D.Duty Captain
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

2 0 1 3 / 1 .

S u b m a r i n e s  i i e p o r t e d .

My 2 2 0 3 B /1 .  E s t i m a t e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  U /B o a t  was 
w i t h i n  60 m i l e s  o f  3 4 °  3 0 ’ N . ,  2 7 °  3 0 '  W. 
( D . D . I . C .  0 0 4 4 B /2 ,  F . O . C . N . A . , 0 1 3 5 A /2  t o  N.A. 
S t n . )

0 2 5 6 . A t 0 2 5 6  G .M .T . German s u b m a r i n e s  b e a r i n g  2 5 7 °  
3 r d  c l a s s .
( P . O . C . N . A . ,  0 5 0 3 / 2 ,  0 5 2 6 A /2  t o  N .A . S t n . )  
E s t i m a t e d  U/B d i s p o s i t i o n s .  ( 2 2  G erm an, 4 
I t a l i a n ) .
( D . D . I . C .  1 3 3 6 B /2 . )

1 9 3 3 . D .P .  b e a r i n g  f ro m  M id d le  h i l l  G i b r a l t a r  a t  1933  
G .M .T . o f  Germ an S / M . , was 3 1 1 / 1 .
( P . O . C . N . A . ,  2 1 3 3 A /2 ,  t o  N .A . S t n . )

2 2 5 0 . Am i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s u s p i c i o u s  s w i r l  s u s p e c t e d  
S u b m a r in e  5 8 .4 7  N . , 3 .5 2  W.
( A /c  D u ty  P . , 2 2 5 0 / 2 ,  t o  18 ( R ) ,H .Q .  )
S u s p e c t e d  p e r i s c o p e  s e e n  t h r o u g h  g l a s s e s  
( p o s i t i o n  a s  2 2 5 0 / 2 . )  B u b b le s  o n l y  on  r e a c h i n g ,  
c o u r s e  unknow n, n o  a t t a c k ,  s t a y i n g  a t  p o s i t i o n  
24 0  tw o -  two h a z e .
(A /C  D u ty  P . 2 .  2 3 4 0 / 2 ,  to  18 (R ) H . Q . )

2 0 3 2 . A t 2032  G .M .T . German s u b m a r i n e  b e a r i n g  3 1 0 /1  
made a  s i g h t i n g  r e p o r t .
( P . O . C . N . A . ,  2 2 5 1 A /2 ,  t o  N .A . S t n . )

2 2 5 0 . O b s e r v e r  C o rp s  r e p o r t s  C /T  o f  S/M w h ic h  
q u i c k l y  s u b m e rg e d  i n  p o s i t i o n  0 2 4 °  S c a r b o r o u ^ i  
l i g h t  4  m i l e s  a t  2 2 5 0 / 2  G ra d e  C 5 .
(C .  i n  C. R o s y t h ,  2 3 4 0 / 2 . )

By AARLA. 
Q 85Q /2,

i

S/M ’ s A t t a c k e d .

AARLA a t t a c k e d  S /m  a t  0 8 5 0 / 2 ,  i n  5 2 ° 1 5 ’ N . , 5 °  
O' W ., w i t h  3 d . c ’ s ,  a b a n d o n e d  a t t a c k  0 9 3 0  i n  
o r d e r  t o  re su m e  c o n v o y  e s c o r t .
(AARLA, 0 9 3 5 / 2 ,  t o  C. i n  C. W .A . , A d m ty . )

BZ.
NASTURTIUM
GLADIOLUS
2 7 / 6 .

(U.556J

H ave i n t e r v i e w e d  C . O ' s  GLADIOLUS a n d  NASTURTIUM 
an d  s t u d i e d  r e p o r t s  o f  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  G erm an 
U .B o a t  2 7 / 6  w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  i n  s i n k i n g  o f  l a t t e r  
and  c a p t u r e  o f  c re w .  No d o u b t  NASTURTIUM w as 
m a i n l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e s u l t .

/GLADIOLUS
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By NASTURTIUM
GLADIOLUS
V7/6.
Contd.

By FOLKESTONE.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN. Contd. 

Submarines Attacked.
GLADIOLUS was unable obtain contact until 
shortly before end when her 2 attacks finished 
off U.boat which was already badly damaged. 
CELANDINE did not make contact but was led in 
and directed by GLADIOLUS. Consider great 
credit due to C.O., A/S C.O., and Asdic opera
tors NASTURTIUM.
(N.O.I.C. Iceland, 1205/2, to 0. in C. «/. A.)

Have attacked shadowing submarine on surface 
in thick fog. Am hunting. AZALEA in company 
with*convoy capable of listening watch only.
My position 045° 19' N., 025° 35' W. 
(FOLKESTONE, 2231A/2, to C. in C. W.A.)
My 2231A/ 2. S/M believed damaged intend to 
remain in vicinity, (weather report.) 
(FOLKESTONE, 2347A/2, to C. in C. W.A.)

- *  H.& U
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British Air Operations
60 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked Bremen 
last night causing a large fire in the Deutsche 
Schiff ship building yards. Minor attacks were 
made on Cherbourg Docks and Rotterdam oil 
storage.

Enemy Air Operations
SS GREAT WESTERN was attacked in the early 
hours of today near Tuskar Rock and was 
damaged but was able to proceed.

Mining
Mines being laid by aircraft in the early hours 
of this morning were detected in the Thames 
Estuary. Boom Drifter RECEPTIVE was destroyed 
by a mine at 1820 in the East Swale.
Auxiliary barge ROSME was sunk by the 
detonation of an S.A. mine in the Estuary at 
1330.

North Atlantic
■CPU SCOTTISH today intercepted the Vichy French 

Trawler GROUIN-DU-Cou and is sending her in 
to Gibraltar under armed guard.

Mediterranean
Italian hospital ship RAMB IV, which was 
intercepted off Aden after the fall of Massawa, 
is to be detained for at least 6 months on 
account of flagrant violations of the Geneva 
Convention t̂ y the Governments of Germany and 
Italy. ( b .

UPHOLDER at 111+2 today sank a westbound heavily 
laden merchant vessel of about 5500 tons in an 
escorted convoy in 37° 5 V  N. 15° 1+U’. E». .

/Libya
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Mediterranean-Contd.
Libya and 
Western Desert 
Heavy air 
attacks on 
enemy shipping 
at Tripoli.

R.A. F. last night bombed Benghazi, Bardia 
and Derna. Shipping at Tripoli was attacked 
and R/C this morning showed as result one 
6000 ton merchant ship on fire. Six Swordfish 
laid mines last night following on R/C report 
of merchant ships lying outside Tripoli 
harbour, and Blenheims also attacked these 
ships, both last night and again today, 
whilst Wellingtons bombed the harbour and 
shipping inside. As a result of these 
operations at least two more ships appear to 
have been set on fire outside the harbour and 
one inside.

Palestine 
& Syria.

C.S. 15 with Force B carried out a sweep north 
of Beirut last night to intercept French 
cruisers reported making for Syria with rein
forcements. Strong air R/C north and west 
of Cyprus yesterday failed to sight them.

Forces on the coast now include AJAX, PERTH, 
NAIAD, PHOEBE and destroyers. PARTHIAN is 
patrolling off Tripoli.

3 Wellingtons bombed Beirut last night. 

Vichy aircraft bombed Haifa last night.

China
Within the last fortnight the Japanese Govt, 
has requisitioned several fast freighters.

U-Boat Campaign
U. S. Destroyer HUGHES today picked up 11+ 
survivors, including 4 women of VTGRID, 
torpedoed 2k/& in 55° N. , 1+1° W., ŷ \
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HOME COMMANDS.
Policy.
Request four Seine Net vessels fitted asdic 
may be allocated to my command for Oban a/S 
patrol. This will free 32nd A/S group for 
escorting Oban portions of convoys to and from 
R/V for which they are exclusively required in 
order that corvettes at present detached for 
these duties may have more adequate time in 
harbour between escort duties.
(C. in C. W.A., 1726B/3.)

Your 1436B/2. ARAWA is being turned over to 
Ministry of War Transport for reconversion to 
Trade.
(A.C.N.S. T. 2021B/3 to F.O.C.N.P.)

Your 1902B/Z. Type 285 sets have been 
allocated to Hunt class destroyers of flotillas 
mentioned to meet your intended refitting 
programme. Three to four weeks is the 
estimated time to fit this set. If you 
confirm that you intend to make these ships 
available in advance of these dates, consider
ation will be given to the allocation of the 
necessary set.
(D.S.D., 2112B/3 to G. in C. Nore.)

Defence of U.K.
Your 0.856 cipher 16/6.
Chiefs of Staff approve establishment of 
combined defence H.Q. Artun in event of invasion. 
Present Army H.Q. Artun and combined Naval and 
R.A.F. H.Q. Reykjavik to be retained for use in 
normal circumstances.
(War Office, 2100/3 to G.O.G. Iceland.)

Movements.
C. in G. W.A. 1904B/27. Intend to sail OBERON, 
-KINGFISHER and BREDA at 0900B/7 to 057° N. 011° 
V/. E.T.A. 1230B/8 for special A/S trials 
lasting about 4 days.
C. in G. W.A. is requested to arrange fighter 
protection and T.B.R. in the vicinity of position 
of trials.
(Gapt. S.7., 0931B/3.)

/EDINBURGH
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HOME COMMANDS.
Movements Contd.
Your 1201B/2.
As all surface warships are located elsewhere 
this margin can be accepted.
2. EDINBURGH is to leave convoy at noon 4th 
and proceed as ordered by F.O.C.N.A. to join 
and escort FURIOUS to R/V with ROYAL SOVEREIGN.
3. EDINBURGH is then to proceed to Gibraltar. 
(A.C.N.S. F. 1314B/3 to C.S.18.)

A G M 284A of 1247B/2/7. Following ships may be 
at sea with obsolete recognition signal from 
0001/6 to 2359 on dates shown.
(1) In N.W. Approaches. NOTTS COUNTY,
ST. APOLLO, ANGLE, ST. LOMAN until 14/7.
(2) On N.P. NORTHERN GIFT until 14/7 
NORTHERN FOAM until 20/7.
(3) On passage to S.A. Station. CORDELA 
and NORSE until 17/7.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1515B/3 to Aamty.)

Admiralty 1618B/25.
Intend to sail TALISMAN at 1900Z/4 and 
THUNDERBOLT at 1900Z/8 both unescorted for 
Gibraltar. Routes.
(Capt. S.2., 1534Z/3.)

Ships proceeding to Plymouth should arrive at 
1800 Rame Head Chapel 2.2. miles between 0800 
and one hour before sunset.
( 2 ) My 1836/21st February 1941 is cancelled. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 2221/3.)

Operations.
On arrival of MINERVE, request you will sail 
P.31, for A/S patrol of about 10 days duration 
in Faeroes-Shetland Channel in an area to be 
seated by you. Request you will arrange 
T.B^R. as necessary to cover area selected and 
outward passage route.
(F.O.S. 1109B/3 to A.C.O.S.)

Your 1540/2. Intend to operate as follows.
(i) One A/S Trawler patrolling from Myggenaes 
light to 061° 2' N. 010° 20* W. arriving the 
former at 1200B and the latter at 2345B daily.
(ii) One A/S Trawler at instant readiness at 
Vestmanhavn.
From 1200B/4 dispositions will be (i) LORD 
LLOYD. (ii) STELLA PEGASI.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 1600/3.)
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HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Operations.
My 2140/2. Aircraft recalled owing to weather. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 0130/3.)
My 1958/2. Patrol again in operation.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 0515/3.)
My 1958/2. A/C being recalled owing to weather 
conditions at bases. Sunderland from Sullom 
Voe being sent but will not arrive area until 
0900/3.)
(C. in C. Rosyth, 0636/3.)

From 1400B/3 during daylight hours until about 
1200B/4.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 0214B/3 to H.Q.F.C.)

On Night 2/3, 60 A/C attacked Bremen. Many 
fires started. Two big bombs (4,000 lb.) were 
dropped and one of these caused all Flak and 
Search-lights to stop for some time. A large 
fire was reported in the Deutsche Schiff Shi- 
builaing Yards, also in the centre and south 
east part of the town.
At Cherbourg bursts were seen in dock-side 
buildings and in the south-west dock area. 
Rotterdam, and searchlight concentration south 
of Amsterdam were each attacked by 1 aircraft.
At Rotterdam bursts straddled the oil tanks 
starting fires and one A/C bombed the oil storage 
tanks at junction of Maas and Nieub Wager 
Waterweg Rotterdam causing a terrific explosion. 
(H.Q.B.C., 1604/3.)

Can you arrange that last machine to leave 
C.E. Convoy at dusk should flash his downward 
recognition signal to one of the escort 
destroyers as he leaves as a signal that all 
friendly fighters have left.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1807B/3.)

My 1658B/29/6. R/C was carried out on Night 
l/7. Proved unsuccessful. Further R/C 
necessary. Suggest 13/7. Detailed proposals. 
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1904/3.)
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HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Air Operations.
Now in company reported attacked yesterday 
by P.W. No damage, two casualties. 
(SCARBOROUGH, 0818B/3 to C. in C. W.A.)

Reported from Rosslare that S.S. GREAT WESTERN 
attacked on run from Fishguard at 0230/3 8 
miles east of Tuskar Rock. Damage to engines, 
but can still steam and will return to Fishguard 
on run tonight. Apparently no casualties. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1214B/3.)

Wreck in 53° 17*40" N. 1° O ’39" E.
Dangerous.
(FRANKLIN, 1731/3.)

Detach one corvette forthwith to assist 
MALVERNIAN. Reported 8 Officers and 20 ratings 
still on board at 1300B/1. Two boats and raft 
were in the vicinity. One boat load of sur
vivors was picked up on 1/7 in 047° 07* 019°
20 ' .
(C. in C. W.A., 2352B/3 to WESTCOTT.)

^  L

Mining.
Four Mines being laid by aircraft detected 
-by Foreness C H L Station as follows.
(C. in C. Nore, 1124B/3.)
Skipper of H.M.T. HEROINE reports having 
detonated two S.A. mines in about 51° 32’00"
N. 01° 2*36" E. at 1217/3.
Four sailing barges were in vicinity, one of whic 
was seen to slowly heel over and sink. One of 
the other barges was observed to close and 
apparently picked up survivors.
Detonations appeared to be well clear of 
barges.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness, 1805/3.)
Boom Drifter RECEPTIVE sunk by mine in the 
Eastswale at 1820/3. Approx. 51° 20*50" N.
00° 54*35" E. No details available, but so 
far 4 survivors reported landed at Faversham. 
(Care, in Charge, Sheerness, 2205B/3.)

/Burnham
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HOME COMMANDS.
Mining Contd.

Burnham Parachute mine exploded 200 yards inside
Holliwell Point at 0150/3. Portion recovered. 
Sentries report having heard what appears to be 
a second. Probably in River Grouch entrance. 
If possible request a mine sweeper may be sent 
to investigate.
(R.N.O. Burnham, 1302/3.)

New Propose to lay first two lines of 20 Series
Minefield. Minefield as follows. Particulars. Request 

your remarks.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1821B/3 to G. in C. H.P., R.A.M.) 
See Lion Copy.

•N

r PLOVERT Request you will sail PLOVER for Immingham as
convenient after completion of B.S.67. PLOVER 

• should clean boilers at Immingham and report
when ready for further service.
(A.G.N.S. H. 182f/3. )

— J- B.S.67. Departures HAMBLEDON and PLOVER at 2127.
(P.O.I.G. Harwich, 2145B/3.)

Go-operation with Russia.
Intelligence Request permission to receive and pass more

operational intelligence to Russians. Reasons. 
(Military Mission, Moscow, 0329/3 to War Office.) 
See Lion Copy.

H.X.136
S.C.36.

Shipping and Convoys.
Pass to Commodores HX.136 and SG.36 after over
taking are to be closed up as one group to 
Ess'tox'n r/v  T
(D.T.D. 1939B/3 to CALIFORNIA, PHILANTE.)

H.X.137 When BURWELL joins detach one destroyer to
proceed to St. Johns N.F. at best speed. 
Destroyer detached will be required to escort 
H.X.137.
(C. in C. W.A. , 2354B/3 to RICHMOND.)





Evidence available hero indicate that those 
people seem (? d if f ic u lt )  and moan to go on fighting. This is  
surely o f maximum value to us. They are however 3aying that in  
spite o f Germany’ s main e ffo rt  being directed against them we are 
doing practically  nothing to  help them either by action to relieve 
pressure or by giving them intelligence of operational value.
Can you supply me with any details o f increased a ir  e ffo r t  on 
our part i f  any query Russians say there lias been practica lly  
none. I reply we were already nearly fu l l  out. F ully  rea lise  
d ifficu lty  multiple operations to relievo pressure but with fu l l  
knowledge of risk  to our source involved I earnestly ask permission 
to receivo and pass on more intelligence o f immediate operational 
value. I w ill  paraphsaasand evaporate and mutilate this so leng 
as I can convey something su ffic ien tly  near the truth and i t  helps 
Russian s ta ff  in  it s  work and gives them the impression we are 
trying to  help. To shall never know where we are with Kremlin 
but I  think services are at present wishful to co**operate with us 
to fig h t. The extent to which they do either w ill  largely 
depend on reciprocal action on our part. please shew to  Chiefs 
of s ta f f .  Am asking v is it  to Minsk front at a very early date 
so ns to  give f ir s t  hand opinion cn sort of fight the Russians were 
pilfeMing up. Would have been unsound to ask (?situatian report ) 
ea rlier. ends.

0329/3.

Advance copy sent Duty Capt., D.O.D. (ll)
D .D. X. c .

Reed, by hand from War O ffice at 0545/4.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
V. C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (F)
N .A .lst S.L.
D.O.D. (F)
D.D.O.D. (F)
D.N.I. (4)
D. o f P. (2)
D. C.
E. P.S.
Hd. of M. (0)
I.P . (2)
W. D.
N.I.D. 10 Paymr. Cdr. Wilson 
D.D.I.G.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
BAUDOUIN-VTLLE.
(Belgian)

A.M.11S8B/2. Photographic R/C at 1815B/2 
shewed vessel still present. (D.D.I.C. 0603B/3 
to F.O.C.N.A.)

O.G.66. 
LEGION. 
LANCE.

Join O.G.66 at best possible speed. Directly 
you join convoy send LEGION and LANCE back to 
Gibraltar at best possible speed. (F.O.C.N.A. 0640A/3 to Capt. D.8.)
Your 0702A/3. Accepted. LANCE and LEGION 
must join before R/V with ROYAL SOVEREIGN. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1209B/3 to F.O.C.N.A.)

, FURIOUS. 
SCYTHIA.
camerOn i a .

Your 2011B/2 para.2. This can be done (?provided) 
it can be accepted that no screen will be 
available for Force H. (F.O.C.N.A. 07Q2A./3 to Admty.)

CHALLENGER. On leaving Ponta Delgada pass through following 
positions (g) 036° 00' N. 026° 00’ W. (h) 020°
00' 019° 00' thence to Freetown as ordered by 
C. in C.S.A. (F.O.C.N.A. 1114A/3 to CHALLENGER.)

FURIOUS.
— SCYTHIA. 

CAHERONIA.
Admty’s 2011B/2. Remain present patrol until 
0600A/8th to provide distant cover for FURIOUS, 
SCYTHIA, CAMERONIA sailing Gibraltar 0001A/5th routed in accordance with my 0950A/28 June.Then return Gibraltar reporting E.T.A. and also
if you will he below 20?o. (F.O.C.N.A. 1142A/3

) to HERMIONE.) £ .0.-0. a l s o  i ..v /~ ̂  n t̂

French
Armed Trawler. Sighted French armed trawler, P.C. and S. 038° 

42’ N. 009° 38’ W. 350° 10 knots. (LOCH ASKAIG 
1250^/3 to F.O.C.N.A.)

— > HERI .II ONE. A.T.1308B/1. Request you will detach HERMIONE from patrol forthwith to search for survivors of IIALVERNIAN bombed in 47° 37’ N. 19° 07* W. on 1/7.
2. HERLIIONE should then resume patrol leaving for 
Gibraltar after dark 5/7 or when fuel necessitates. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1311B/3 to F.O.C.N.A.)

P.32. Subject to satisfactory trial intend to sail P.32 p.m./6th for Halta.rodte (F..O..C.N.:A". 1506A/3 
to C. in C. Med.) )

/Re.
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S.S.GAYARRE.

Recognition
Signals.

1—4 H £ R M i 6 NE1

Hurricanes.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Your 1652/20. As both EMPIRE WARRIOR and GT3NDA 
were outside territorial waters when attacked, 
request N.C.S.O. ?(s in) U.K. "be instructed 
to impress on Masters sailing in O.G. convoys 
the vital necessity of keeping in territorial 
waters as much as possible after being detached. 
(2) A.M.1853/12 Feb.? and N.U.S.I. 122 it is 
for consideration that if sufficient escorts are 
in company and numbers warrant, at discretion 
of Senior escort and Commodore, shiDS for 
Portuguese and Spanish ports west of Gibraltar 
be detached with escort to arrive off Cape St. 
Vincent after dark those for ports North of 
Cape St. Vincent proceeding independently thence 
and remainder continuing with escort and being 
detached as requisite. (F.0.C.N.A.1546A/3 to Admty.)
Comply with Adty.1311B/3: If nothing is sighted
by dark 5th resume patrol in accordance with 
my 1142A/3. Report when you expect to have to 
leave patrol in order to arrive Gibraltar with 
not less than 15$̂  of fuel remaining. Enerry 
aircraft reported to have used correct identifi
cation. (F.O.C.N.A. 1616A/3 to HERMIONE.)
Oil fuel remaining does not permit compliance 
with Adty. 131IB/3 or your 1142A/3. Latest 
time for leaving patrol is 2500A/5 and E.T.A. 
at Gibraltar 0600/7 10% usable oil fuel 
remaining. If recalled now can refuel in time 
to sail with FURIOUS. (HERMIONE 1705A/3 to

Huelva reports Spanish S.S. GAYARRE arrived 
27/6 to load 5000 tons Pyrites for Bilbao or 
Pasajes in German interest. Destination 
probably port occupied France. Other ships 
to follow. It appears certain ultimate 
destination of cargo is Germany. (N.A. Madrid 1825/3 to Admty.)

Admty. 1247/2. Trawlers of Western Patrol will 
be using incorrect signals until a.m./ll and A.B.V. 
on patrol in the Straits until 0900A/5.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1845A/3 to N.A. Station.)

Hurricanes which were not flown to Malta in
in

/GROUIN-DU-COU
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North Atlantic - Contd.
GRQUIN-DU- Have intercepted Vichy French Trawler QRCUIN-DU-

COU. GOU am sending in under armed guard and keeping
company until passed St. Vincent. Trawler"was 
on passage from (??Marseilles) to Lisbon position 
300 P.C.L. 10. (SCOTTISH 1810A/3 to F.O.C.N.A.)

South Atlantic.
ENA. Overdue shipping cancel rqy 0951/2. ENA arrived 

Lourenco Marques. (S.O.(l) Capetown 0906B/3)

BENDORAN.

dunS t t a r
CASTLE.

Overdue Shipping BENDORAN due Capetown 28/6 from 
U.K. not arrived. (S.O.(l) Capetown 1058B/3)

p (,7
Your 1715/1. DUNOTTAR CASTLE can he taken in hand. 
(D.O.D (F) 1234B/3 to C. in C.S.A.)

LONDON. Admty. 1532B/20/6 and 1554B/17/6.
2. It has been found necessary to have LONDON 
nearer U.K. for the time being.
3. Reouest you will sail her to Gibraltar so as
to arrive there by 12/7. (D.O.D.(F) 1319B/3 to
C. in C.S.A.)

r t)ESIRADE. Log book destroyed. From available information 
routes as follows. (S.O.(l) Capetown 1625/3) See Lion Copy.

CARNARVON Your 1023Z/1. Visit approved. Oil supplies
CASTLE. for South America have this day been cut by

22;b would it be possible to reduce supply to 
CARNARVON CASTLE approximately (?) 24/.
(N.A. Rio de Janeiro 1751Z/3 to R.A.S.A.D.)

-  I9
, psSIRADE. Was requisitioned by Union Government 3/7 at

(Vichy French) Capetown without incident. (F.O.I.C. Simonstown 
1931B/3.)

MADRYN. 
ERLANGEN. 
FORTUNSTELLA.

Argentine Statute listed vessel MADRYN left 
Buenos Aires at 1700Z/3 carrying cargo for 
ERLANGEN at Mar del Plata will probably not be 
discharged Mar del Plate until 8/7.
B.2. secret sources state possible will make 
second voyage. B. nought sources state will 
discharge part of cargo to German ship at sea 
before reaching Mar del Plata.
ERLANGEN receiving coal, stores and cargo from 
shore. FORTUNSTELLA at Necochea E.T.L. in 2 
to 3 days, but can only get out at high water which is 1230 local time/3.
Other French Danish and Italian ships completely 
idle and no repeat no signs of any movement.
(Buenos Aires 2112Z/3 to R.A.S.A.D.

./Japanese ..



CONFIDENTIAL MESSAGE 1625/3 July U IN
4 3  A

FTco S.O. ( i )  Capetc*jn

Naval Oodo (x) by Cable

DATS k*> 10 ̂ ilo 

EEC’ D 02:45

Addressod Admiral'ivj c» in  C. South Atlantic, 0® in C« East Indies*}
F»0* i / o  SimonstcMn*

752 Log Boc3c and. m ajority o f Charts o f French. Ship DESIRAK3 destroyed 
bofcro ship taken ever 'ey Prise Crew* Frcn available in f ernatian routes as 
folloro$°-
(A) F*aa sunda Strait to 12 30 S 90 WO

57 20 E thenoo to Diego Saurez,
thence along 12 30 parallel to

(B) Fran Tamtave passed through following positions before interception

(1) 30 CO s 50 54 E.

(2) 33 55 s k2 5C E.
(3 ) thence on a course 22*0 degrees to  2*£ Degrees South.

(4) 34 20 3 9 20 E.

(5 ) 29 10 S 2 30 E.

(6) 23 25 S 4 10 W.

(7) 17 30 S 1C 25 W.

1625/3

V.C*N.S#
AkC*N.S.(F)
N A .ls t  3.L.

M (30)
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South Atlantic - Contd.
Secret sources Grade G.3 report ’’O.S.K. local 
Office today received cable that all Japanese 
ships north of line are to return to Japan 
immediately without call at United States port 
or to pass through Panama Canal. All ships 
south of line to endeavour to reach destination 
or take refuge in neutral port”. (B.N.A.
Buenos Aires, 2135Z/3 to D.N.I.)

CARNARVON Your 1751/3. ) Most desirable that
CASTLE. CARNARVON CASTLE should embark full amount as

she cannot fuel from Squadron Oiler. (R.A.S.A.D. 
2227Z/3 to N.A. Rio de Janeiro.) r , , R

Mediterranean.
Suez Canal. A/A defence. Chiefs of Staff No.142 to C. in C.

Med. and C. in C ’s M.E. (1st S.L.0205B/3 to 
C. in C. Med.) See Lion Copy.

GUEPARD. Fr. Light Cruisers GUEPARD, VALUY, VAUQUELIN
VALMY. reported due Salonika 1/7 to convey reinforce-
VAUQUEL I N ments to Syria. Date of return not known but

they will probably use (?Turkish) territorial 
waters. (Capt.S.l. 0117C/3 to Greek S/M NEREUS, 
TORBAY.)

Middle East. General appreciation of situation. (C.in C.M.E. 
0300/3) See Lion Copy.

SULLBERG. Departure SULLBERG, German, for Marseilles.
C.P.LEMERLE • CAPITAINE PAUL LEMERLE, French, for Marseilles.

(Barcelona 0660/3)

RAMB IV. To be detained fon at least 6 months in replace
ment of one of British hospital ships damaged by 
enemy’s wilful action in flagrant violation of 
a convention which has received signature and 
approval of German and Italian Govs, and from 
which these Govs, by marking their vessels in 
accordance with its requirements expect to derive 
full advantage. (1st Lord 0939B/3 to C. in C.Med.)

Syria My 1748C/2nd. Suggest you should now form two
operations. forces.

A. A Bombardment force under F.O. 7th C.S. con
sisting of AJAX, PERTH and necessary destroyers.
B. An intercepting force consisting of NAIAD, 
PHQEBE and remaining destroyers.
As soon as situation caused by Vichy attempt to 
reinforce by sea has cleared up the extra two 
cruisers and two destroyers will return to Alex
andria. (C. in C.Med.1055C/3 to F.O.15 C.S.)

/Attack ....



HOST SZCKCT,
To# C.in C# Mediterranean.. 1+22 Date. 3/7/M

CIPHER O.T.T.

T rv n  A&drally*

XlgpK ^ y  AgMp. Following fron Chiefs of Staff Mo 1^2 tc <%:*r q-
Ttodltorranenn and C*c in C Middle East# fieferonco Cwdn Co. 

tiddje Mont No 0/7^16 dated 19/5.
7/0 approve tho suggested scale o f a ir  deforce 

fo r  Suoz Canal. You v /ill have to neet this coranitnent fw u  yer 
uwy( general post o f A .A .  guns but xro ’.T ill take th is in to account 
* making the months a llocation .

2. Plea.se report number o f searchlights you ocn w ;i
fron e:d.sting resources. Propose to despatch up to th is  number#
Owing to grave shipping shortage no extra searchlight personnel, %cjx bo 
sent.
3* Noted that balloon protection  up to 5"4OO0 feel
is  ce iled  fo r . Rocuost confirmation that C oramandors In C hief o d u t b r  
th is height necessary having regard to the narrowness o f  tbe dredged 
ohnnnol o f the Canal. Suggost that Y.L.A. Hark VI balloon* Ssgsbla 
o f fly in g  t 0 2,000 fee t night ncot operational rcquironweiS#
Tliis question o f considerable actunistra.tivo importance w A fU t XmJm 
Typo balloons roquirod fo r  operational. height o f 5,000 fe H  ~1|M bon 
tines as nuch hydrogon as V.L.A. Hark VI,

A.C.N.S. (P)
N.A, 1st S.L.
D.0.D# (F)D.D.O.D.(P)
D. N.I. (V;
D o f P .(2 )
Duty Capt.
E. P.S.

_  Ha o f M# (8)
#  I .P .(2 )

N.I.D . 10 Poyr. Cdr. Wilson.Y/.D. •'

0205B/3.

fo r  Sec to 1st S.L,



MOST SECRET " ,e
MOST SECRET . MESSAGE

Prcn C. in  C. Kiddle East Dess* 0300 3 /7 /41 .

Reed. 1330 3 /7 /41 .
V  ; *•

/

24-534- C/78310 Cipher 2 /7 .

3 .

at present pending outcome and progress of Russo German campaign 
'and operations in  Syria.

Threat through Turkey. Unless Germans commence move through 
Turkey in  near future unlikely major land threat w ill develop 
from the north against our position  in  the Middle East th is year 
tsking in to  account existin g canmunications and weather conditions; 
in  In a to lia . Success in  Syria w ill greatly fa c ilita te  our a b ility  
to  meet the threat i f  i t  develops. Air action however from bases 
in  Anatolia can bo expected against Syria Palestine and Iraq 
within very short, time o f Turkey giving Germany fa c i l it ie s . I f  
enepy obtain rapid success against Russia, and establish  themselves 
in  .Caucasus area d iffic u lt  to  see how Turky could resis t 
pressure fo r  such bases. At tjhe same time our counter influence 
w ill be improved i f  wo occupy Syria, l£  these a ir attacks taka 
place wo. can expect an increased internal security commitment 

. and increased defence commitments.

■Western Desert. Clearing o f Eastern Qyrenaica raaains our 
paramount offensive requirement not only fo r  defence o f  our base 
area but also- to  enable us to  regain control o f sea communicat
ions in  Eastern Mediterranean. Successful offensive by us must 
mainly depend an favourable re la tive  tank and a ir  strength*
Enary resources in  Libya make i t  unlikely he con stage large 
scale offensive against Delta in  near future particu larly i f  wo 
retain  Tobruk but his strength in  A.F.VS. and potential rate of 
reinforcement leav® us much leeway to  make up before wo are in  
position  to launch offensive. In addition to  awaiting tad : 
roinfaroonents essential to allow time to train  formations and 
get used to  U.S*A»tank. Enemy a ir  farces in  Qyrenaioa mainly 
Ita lian  and admittedly weak at present but is  only a matter o f 
few woeks fo r  Germans to  switch back from Europe i f  events there 
permit. Our air strength steadily  increasing and wo should soon 
bo in  favourable position  to support offensive operations 
particu larly i f  Russian resistance continues and Syrian 
situation  liquidated* Wo are led to  conclusion that shortage o f 
armoured forces nay constitute principal brake an early offensive 
and unless enemy strength develops more slowly than anticipated 
an offensive in to  Qyrenaiqa cannot be undertaken fo r  several 
months. His strength may however be sapped by increased attaclcs 
on L* o f c* to  and in  Libya by naval and a ir action and depends 
upon enony needs elsewhere a ll  e ffo rts  being made to  increase 
interference* m  planning we v /ill aim at talcing offensive 
whenever favourable opportunity presents i t s o l f  but at bost 
three months required in order to  reorganise tE&in and re-equip ’

”  cno armoured d ivision  and am  infantry tank brigade.
"

Defensive plan fo r  Western Desert is  to hold boxes at 
Matruh and Bogush and the El Alamein position . Behind th is a 
Delta lin e  is  being constructed. Mobile farces to  operate

within this framework.
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Within this framework, El ;J$noin has "boon reconnoitred but 
defensive wearies are Just starting. Delta, defence works nearly 
complete in 3 one sectors but others vdll require two to three 
months more. In short if enemy attack in force within two months 
land defences and forces available will he on weak side.

Principal danger within next two or three ncnths may bo 
intensive air action against Delta with resultant heavy internal 
security commitment. To meet this throat wo should be reasonably ^  
well provided with fighters but very weak in A. A. guns,

Cyprus. See paragraph 3 of °/75578 of 22/6,

Malta, See paragraph 4  of 0/75578 of 22/6 , plays vital 
part in Middle East strategy as base for attacks on eneiity L, of G,
-and sta.ging point for air reinforcements to Middle East, Present 
comparative lull in Mediterranean offers least unfavourable 
conditicn for sending supplies. Ways being examined.

Naval. In view of positions of air bases now hold by 
encay and pending arrival adoquate reserves to offset present 
weakness of'fleet naval operations are restricted to that part of 
Eastern Mediterranean where protection con bo provided by s nor O ’ 
based fighters. mterferenoe with enemy sea oaramunications in 
remainder of Eastern and Central Mediterranean is now being 
exercised by aircraft and submarines Malta placing most important 
part as a base. Reinforcements of long range reconnaissance and 
fighter aircraft and tcrpeclo bombers will enable us to increase 
the scope of these operations.

Operations against Caucasus oil organisations. It 
seems unlikely that this, operation would bo carried cut so long 
as Russia is resisting Germany. If Russia collapses the Germans 
Td.ll most probably obtain complete control of the Caucasus oil 
organisation. They would 'then provide their own defences perhaps 
attack cur. aerodromes in north Iraq and will certainly complete 
-the early occupation of territory in Iraq and Syria from which our 
'bombers con reach Caucasus oil. We should be prepared to bomb 
Caucasus oil organisation immediately Russian resistance collapses 
and develop at once our organisation for sabotage in this area.

Conference shortly to be held Cairo with representatives! (v 
from India cn plans to deal with Gorman advance via Iran.

Please pass to Admiralty and Air Ministry,

0300/3

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N. S.(P)
N.A.lat S.L*
D.O.D.(P) • -
D.D.O.D.(F) • .
D.N. 1 .(4  ) • c.
D. ofp.(£) ,
D.C.
2.P.3.
Hd of M.
I.P.(2) . • "• -
W»D« * ‘
N.I.D.10 payr Cdr, Wilson," 
D.D.I.C.

Received by hand from Air Ministry.
1615/V7.

<>
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MOST SECRET.

3.7.1941.
War Diary. Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Attack on C .S. Understand your force was attacked hy drove of 
15 “by own A/C.own aircraft p.m./2. Request you press for a 

full enquiry. Do you consider deck identifi
cation marks should he introduced. (C. in C. 
Med. 1059/3 to F.0.C.15 O.S.)

Damaged Your 2223B/20. It is out of the question at
destroyers. present for damaged destroyers to reach Malta.

(? JANUS) has "been sent to Simonstovm so that 
she will he as near as possible to replacement 
services. NUBIAN will not he ready to leave 
(?Suez) before 25/7. Intend she should proceed 
to Bombay. Request destinations for ILEX now 
at (?Port Said) expected to he ready for ocean 
passage about 19/7. Further signal will he 
made about ISIS.(C. in C. Med. 1101C/3 to Adty.)

PEONY. To sail for Famagusta to assist in refloating of
Wvac/mih KIBi'BOUS returning to Haifa on completion.

(C. in C. Med. 11077/3 to N.O.I.C. Haifa, N.O.I.C. 
Haifa 2140/3 to PEONY.)

KAJMAIAtAN. . The C.O’s of Yugoslav M.T.B.’s KAJMAKCALAN and 
DURHITOR. DURMITOR expressed their desire to work with

us. I have therefore sent these M.T.B.’s to 
operate under orders of C.S. 15. The boats 
are manned hy their own officers and men and 
have British liaison officers. (C. in C. Med. 
1115C/3 to Admty.)

Air attack Good work of South African small ships FLAMINGO 
on CRICKET and SOUTHERN ISLETS each shot down 2 A/C's.
50/6. (C. in C. Med. llhlC/5) See Lion Copy.

Two 15 knot Campaign in M.E. has shown that Army seaborne
ships supplies can only satisfactorily run in fast
required. ships which can take full advantage of dark

hours and fighter protection available. Supply 
to Tobruk is now being carried out by 4 V. 
destroyers and 6 T.L.C. as experience has shown 
that running of slow merchant vessels is too 
expensive in escort ships and fighters without 
producing satisfactory answer. Can 2 or more 
ships gross tonnage 1500 to 1000 with speed 15 
knots or more be available. Requirement is 
likely to persist even when Tobruk is relieved 
as supplies to Beirut or elsewhere will be 
required by sea. Ships should be commissioned 
as H.M. Ships. (C. in C. Med. 1155C/3 to 
Admty. )

/Merchant
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SECRET M E S S A G E  IN
11510/31*4 July

PROMs- C» in C. Mediterranean DATE:- 7.^1»
RECDs- 0926

_____________ cypher one time pad by cable
ADDRESSED:- Admiralty (for 1st SoL0)
AIDAO

Your 0+02 3 1st. Yes, this was a fine pieco of work 
by H.M.A.S. PAR^iMATTA but such performances are almost daily_ 
occurrences amongst little ships of the inshore squadron working 
on Tobruk run. For instance on 30th Juno whilst escorting 
two store ships to Tobruk Il.M.S. FLAMINGO and SOUTHERN ISLH!^ 
sustained several heavy air attacks each shooting down 2 
enemy aircraft. Convoy arrived ? (Tobruk) (?safely) and 
•H.M.S. FLAMINGO towed damaged H.M.S. CRICKET to safety during 
the night0

I have already had occasion to bring to the notioe of the 
Union Government fine work of throe South African (?A/S vessels) 
extending over many serious months and I am forwarding by air 
mail recommendations for awards which I trust will be speedily 
and generously dealt with.

1151C/3
Advance oopy sent Secretary to 1st S.L.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.2nd S.L.
Naval Sec.
V. C.N.S.
A. C.N.S.(F)
N. ji.. 1st S.L.
O. D*(5) ND.P.S.C2)
0, s. Cb)
G.W. (2 )
N
M. (2)
D.N. I/(*0 D. P.D.
Mr. Gleadow1. P.(3)
W. D.D.T.S.D.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Gontd.
Merchant Ship 
in tow.

0906B/5. One Merchant Ship towing another 
unescorted position 036° 00* 011° 48* Course 
10°. Expected to pass west of Pantellaria at 
dusk. (S.O.(S) Malta 1533B/3 to P.33.)

Glen ships. (1st S.L. 1539B/3) See Mediterranean Volume.

CANADA. High Commissioner, Syria, notifies that CANADA 
will "be alongside Naval Base dock Beirut from 
0700 to 1200 local time/4. and will leave 
Beirut for France at 0800 local time/5.
2. Request you inform R.A.F. (D.O.D.(F) 
1556B/3 to C. in C. Med.)

Enemy Convoy. P.C. and S. of 3 enemy destroyers and 5 enemy 
M/Vs are 37° 30* N. 12° O' E. 360° (? speed). 
(A/C 1612Z/3)

COLBERT. 
SupDlies for 
Syria.

Report graded B.2. states that Cruiser COLBERT 
and 2 destroyers left Toulon 29/6 for 15 days. 
Also report B.3. that French ship DJpEL - 
PIRA due to leave for Syria 2/7 with guns, 
ammunition and about 50 officers and men. 
(D.D.I.C. 1705B/3 to C. in C. Med. V.A. Malta, 
F.O.C.N.A. C.O.I.S. Alexandria.)

R. A.F.
Operations.

Night 2/3 July. 3 Wellingtons bombed Beirut. 
2 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi. 1 Wellington 
bombed Bardia. 2 Y/ellingtons bombed Elebeda 
and Derna. (H.Q.M.E. 19g8/3)

STROMBO. Report A.2. Italian Tanker STROMBO will leave 
Istanbul 4/7 for Italy for repairs. (Capt.(S) 1 
19390/3 to TORBAY, PERSEUS.)

PARTHIAN. Remain within 15 miles of Tripoli (Syria). If 
necessary to retire you should try and do so to 
northwards. It is possible Vichy French 
freighter will arrive at Tripoli (Syria) dawn/4. 
(C.S.15 1942/3 to PARTHIAN.)

Air
Operations.

3/7 11 Sqdn. Blenheims 4 500 lb. bombs S.A.P. 
on Vichy ship in Chekka Bay. Bombs overshot 
100 yards. 20 Sorties fleet protection.
R/C Latakia Syrian coast to Beirut for shipping. 
(H.Q. P.& T.J. 2000/3)

/Air



HOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Air Attacks 
pn Tripoli.

Situation 
report 75.

W.S.8.B.
W.S.8.X.

Shatt-el-
Arab.

MAURITIUS.

3.7.1941.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

52

Mediterranean - Contd.
R/C’s p.rn./2 Tripoli Harbour photos show two 
medium M/V’s damaged by Wellington attack 
previous night, four troopships attacked by 
Blenheims. My 1.405/30/6 refers not in harbour. 
A.M./3. R/C Tripoli 6 M.V's outside harbour.
Oner 6000 ton M/V ablaze from last night’s attack. 
A.M. Patrol Cape Bon and West Sicily six medium 
M/B*s four destroyers northbound off East Tunisian 
Coast. Six miles astern same convoy one small 
M/V towing another same course. A.M. Patrol 
Pantelleria Tripoli area small French H/V.
Four Blenheims bombed four ships outside Tripoli 
Harbour. Two 5000 ton ships set on fire con
firmed by photographs. Third ship still ablaze. 
Night July 2/3. As result R/C report medium 
M/v*s lying outside Tripoli harbour, six Swordfish 
laid mines. Two others dropped two 500 lbs.
G.P. bombs amongst M/V's from low height.
Ships still outside today were attacked by 
Blenheims. Meanwhile 7 Wellingtons 148 Sqn. 
dropped two 1000 lbs. G.P. 1680 lbs.incendiaries 
on harbour facilities and shipping. Many fires. 
One ship in harbour set on fire. Photos today 
show all shipping away from quays and in stream. 
(H.Q. Malta, 2145/3)

U / . I - : a .7. I 3 7?  3 , ' * ;

Syria. F.O.C. 7th C.S. in F.0.0. 13th C.S. with 
PHOEBE and two destroyers have reinforced F.O.C. 
15th C.S. for operation off coast. PERTH bom
barded heavy battery East of Damur p.m./2 and 
effectively silenced it.
Western Desert. Destroyers running supplies 
to Mersa Tobruk have now been augmented by A. 
lighters. Capt. (D)lO reported submarine off 
Mersa Matruh at 2130/3. Result subsequent hunt 
not yet known. (C. in C. Med. 2241C/3)

East Indies.
Disposal instructions for personnel ships. 
(D. of S.T., 0126B/3 to P.S.T.O. Egypt) See 
Lion Copy.

My 2028/26/6. Iraqi Gunboats have now returned 
to Basra. (C. in C.E.I. 0504Z/3.)

My 1144/29. Proceed now at 15 knots to 
position 002° N. 060°£"and then to Port Victoria 
adjust speed to arrive a.m./7 in daylight. 
Object give cover to shipping. (C. in C.E.I. 
0804Z/3 to MAURITIUS.) •

/Turn
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Date 3.7.U1.
To: P .S .T .O . Egypt.
Repeated 0, in  C. East In d ie s .

P.S.T.O. Simonstown.
C. in C. South Atlantic .
D. S ,T.0. Mombasa.
S.T.O. Durban,
S ,T.0. Cape town,
D.S.T.O, Suez,

Naval Cypher A two,. __

F o llow in g  are d isp osa l in s tru c tion s  fo r  personnel 
sh ips o f W.S.8*B. and W.S.8.H.

2. G-EORCTG, DUCHESS OP RICHMOND, DUCHESS OP BEDFORD, 
ALMANZORA, and ORDUITA are a l l  to  retu rn  to  U .K. as 
q u ick ly  as p o ss ib le .

3, A l l  ships w i l l  load  p a r t ia l l y  in  Mombasa.- 
DUCHESS OP RICHMOND w i l l  complete in  Durban remainder 
in  Capetown, P .S .T .O . Simonstown should concert w ith  
Campbell Capetown as to  d e ta ils  o f programme,

k »  Request e a r ly  rep o rt o f a n tic ip a ted  date o f 
read iness to  s a i l  from  Suez o f  these v e s s e ls ,

5 . In  v iew  o f  the v e ry  considerab le  delays which 
have occurred r e c e n t ly  due to  ships re tu rn in g  to  
U.K. having on board more than the maximum numbers 
p erm iss ib le  on unescorted s a il in g s  i t  is  v e ry  
undesirab le th a t these maxima should be exceeded. 
Request v e ry  e a r ly  rep o rt o f your p rop osa ls ,

6. DUCHESS OP RICHMOND, DUCHESS OP BEDFORD and 
ALMANZO R A  req u ire  drydocking, P .S .T .O . Simonstown 
is  requested  to  rep o r t  whether th is  can bo ca rr ied  
out on re tu rn  voyage w ithou t de lay in g  the v e s s e ls  
unduly,

7. P .S .T .O . Egypt is  requested to  r ep o r t  as soon as 
p o ss ib le  as requ ired  by my 0338/31/5 paragraph 2 . ( c ) ,  
not to  a l l  addressees.

From D ire c to r  o f Sea Transport,
wn
* —1 2 3 * 5 6 7 Your 1311/26/6 to  D ,S .T .O . Suez and D. o f S .T . on ly .

01263/3.
D irec to r  o f Sea Transport

2nd S .L . 
3rd S .L . 
hth S .ii, 
5th S .L .
v.c.ii.s.

1st Lord . 
1 s t S .L ,

D .N .I .  ( k )
D.A./S.W.
I . P .
W.D,
Duty Capt. 
Head o f M,
D. D .I .C .
E . P .S .

IT.A. 1st S.L 
D. o f P. (2 ) D. o f S .T.  

N.I.D. 10
(Pay , Cdr. W ilson .'
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War Diary. 3.7.1941.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies. - Contd.
Turn round Your 0945/25. Ministry of War Transport are 
of ships in considering urgently with India Office, measures 
India. to he taken. (A.C.N.S.(t ) 1701B/3 to F.O.C.R.I.N)

China.
CHENONCEAU. C.2. French sailors who deserted from CHENONCEAU 

report 3 "bombs are kept ready to sabotage vessel. 
(C. 0. S. Singapore 0857Z/3.J

America and West Indies.
Convoy Your 1907Z/30. Expected that normally not more
Assembly. than 3 ships from Wabana will require to be

included in any one convoy. To avoid delay 
considered that risk of ships waiting for convoy 
at Wabana should be accepted for time being 
unless you are able to berth them in St. Johns. 
Alternatively ships should be instructed to meet 
escort outside St. Johns without entering harbour. 
(D.T.D. 0642B/3 to C.C.N.F.)

BUTTERFLY.
TAGGIO.***TftRRAINE.

ELBE.
STAB

ARNHEM.

(i) Italian BUTTERFLY and I.1AGGI0 left Pernambuco 
together 2130Z/29/6.
(ii) French LORRAINE was due to leave Casablanca 
30/6 for Baytown. If intercepted she is to be 
allowed to proceed. (C. in C.A.W.I. 1039Q/3 to SURCOUF.)
(i) as above (C. in C.A.W.I. 1019Q/3 to DESPATCH, 
PRINCE DAVID.)

&
Your 2205/2. ELBE sunk ̂ .6.41 in 25° 33' N. 38° 
47* W. Dates of convoy leaving Freetown and 
dispersing correct. BARON NAPIER, 03ER0N, 
P.L.M.22 were in convoy, but no report has been 
received of them having been sunk.' STAD ARNHEM 
was intercepted in expected position. Consider 
no suspicion need be attached to this ship. 
(D.D.I.C. 1138B/3 to A.L.U.S.N.A.)

N.V.S.Base None of the officers mentioned in your 1929B/6/6, 
Trinidad^ and 1600/18/6 have yet arrived and with only two

assistants staff is entirely inadequate for 
dealing with vastly increased traffic.
(F.O. Trinidad 1247Q/3 to Admty.)

ROYAL Your 0951/2. Wbsbher or not FURIOUS and convoy
SOVEREIGN. rendezvous, escort will be provided for ROYAL

SOVEREIGN as previously arranged. (A.C.N.S.(H) 1312B/3 to C. in C.A.W.I.)

/T.C.12
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From C. in C. Far East, 

CYPHER,

Date, i+,7.^1. 

Reed. 0115.

Addressed The *Jav Office, Repeated G.O.C. N,Z. Military
Forces, Army H;B. Melbourne, C. in G* East Indies, 
C, in G. China.- ■ - ' i • - ’ ./ .+ •

21+702* 1+17/3 c ip h e r  3 /7 .
1. A.D.3. propress report. N.E.I. Malaya* Dutch 
bombs now stored in Singapore and Cocos Island, Erection of 
accommodation for Dutch Flying Boat crows at Cocos in 
progress, ■ British bomba shipment to N.E.I. arranged for 9/7. 
Group commander N.E.I, fighter aircraft witnessed operations 
room procedure during fighter exercise at Singapore. Officer 
i/c Ehio observer system visited Singapore. G. in C. Far East 
visited Sinkawang II and flying boat base Natoena,. C, in C. 
M*E.I. .»rmy and‘ Navy visited Singapore vide 'C. in G. China
to Admiralty lTo07-U-9 19/6^ Proposals discussed that British 
aircraft fly over Ehio to exercise Dutch observer system 
and to permit direct communication with Singapore when arranging 
training exercises. .

■ ■ ’ , • ’ ■ • ‘ '*

2. Australia-N.E.I. Army, Ambon and Koepang. 
Reconnaissance party Bde. and Bn. commands loft Darwin 20/5. 
Motor transport and Military Stores will be sent a3 soon as 
shipping available. Maintenance party, will accompany 
vehicles and stores travelling as civilians. Arrangements 
proceeding for mounting two 6” Mark VII guns at Koepang,
15.000. 000 rounds S.A+A. Red Label being supplied to XT.E.I.
3.000. 000 S.A.A. each month to Malaya until further review. 
Throe N.E.I. officers attending course Australian A.F.V.
School.
3. Australia-N, E ♦ I, Air. Arnbin and Koepong. Works 
and Sifhals Recce, completed works in progress. Some 
accommodation and aerodrome extensions completed. Australian 
bombs supplied. Development aerodrome Namlea Boero has been 
requested development forward landing grounds Manado Efman 
Halnahora also requested.
X+, Representatives U.S+A; Malaya N.E.I. Australia,
completed communications and raetcrological conference in 
Batavia 19/6. • -
5. New Zealand. Pacific Islands. Two Bns. New 
Zealand Troops one Coy, Local volunteers established Fiji 
and four Land Based Recce. Aircraft provided. Tonga;
Aerodrome completed. Local natives being trained by New 
Zealand instructors* Fanning. 100 XTew Zealand Troops 
stationed including crow for one 6” gun. Preparations to 
mount gun in progress* Ocean Island. 1+5 Australian Troops 
stationed with two 18 pounder guns, a
■ ’ •  - - - *  •’ ' * • . i  • j  • i u  » * • *

6. U.S.A. U.S. Military observer and N.E.I. Liaison 
officer to Singapore and staff officers G.H.Q. F.B. visited 
Manila vide C. in G-. F.E* to Troopers 281/3 f6/6, Liaison 
officers U.S.A. and N.E.I, and assistant chief of staff te 
G; in G. China working as-combined planning staff vide A.D.B, 
para. 35.



Copies f  th is telegram for U, S.A. and N ,E ,I ,  
authorities passed to Liaison o f f i t e r s .

2005/ 3* ............

-  2 -

x 0245V19.
Ileceived from War O ffice  0A31/8, July, 

Advance copy Duty Capt. , D.O.D. ( P ) , D. of P,

1st Lord. / ,
1st S,L. v
Ath f>,L0 - r  0
5th 3#L* ■•
•V.G.II.S. . ,
n.G.II.S. (P) . ......
Secretary.
IT aval" Secretary.
n. a :.
P.A.
d . n. 
p . o ,
D.D,
Duty Capt.
Head of M .(2 ).
D. f" ?, (2 ) .
P .ii .I .C .
W.E.
Ad. B e lla ir s *
I , P , (2 ) .
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MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

T.O. 12 
escort.

3TAD ARNHEM.

C.I.P.
(French)

EVERALDA.

A.M.C.

SURCOUF.

3.7.1941.
Thursday.

FOREIGN S TAT I PITS.

America and West Indies - Contd.
R.A.3's 0837/1. Depending on intelligence of 
enemy dispositions intend MALAYA shall escort 
T.C.12.
2. If necsssary to increase escort REVENGE will 
he used in addition and the exchange suggested 
hy R.A.3 may then he carried out.
3. Exchange of battleships between Halifax and 
Iceland (c; entails very considerable A/S escort 
commitments and it is not intended that they 
shall take place at frequent intervals. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1352B/3 to C. in C.A.W.I.)

As A.L.U.S.N.A. 2205/2 (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1722Z/3)

My 2320Z/23 shifted to Bay Town 3/7 to load. 
(Galveston 1853Z/3)

In view of altered situation request instructions 
regarding Latvian Lithuanian and Estonian ships. 
EVERALDA now at Trinidad loading bauxite for New 
Orleans under charter to Alcoa shipping company. 
F.O. Trinidad requested to detain ship pending 
instructions. (C. in C.A.W.I. 1932Q/3 to Admty.)

A.T.1212B/29. One A.M.C. from Halifax Escort 
Force is required to be at Freetown by 26/7 to 
replace ARAWA.
2. Suggest CIRCASSIA or DERBYSHIRE. (A.C.N.S.(T) 
2020B/3 to R.A. 3.)

Asking if she can be taken in hand and that 
Yard for refit might be nominated. (Adty.2135B/3 
to B.A.R.M.)



IN

FROM:- G»N,S. Ottawa DAT#:- 2+.7.2+1.

RECD:- 0714

naval  cypher x  b y  cable__________

FROM:— G»I'T, S. Ottawa

ADDRESSED: -  A dm ira lty  repeated C. in  C. M editerranean 

IMPORTANT

Your 12I4B/30.

F iv e  S co tt Paine 70 f t .  M T B*s a v a ila b le  w ithout armament 
end Ju ly  w ith  armament approxim ately end o f  August.

Further th ree  with, .armament mid September. Remaining 
o °UjLj.'n’-e'x  ̂ sP^J“n£» Armament in  production  con s is ts  o f  
Scott Paine 18 inch torpedo tubes fo r  f i r s t  fou r  21 inch 
fo r  remainder a l l  non r e c o i l .

j?vo tw in  0.5 inch c o lts  in  dewandre power tu r re ts .
Two double depth charge chutes and ch lorosu lohon ic smoke 
apparatus. twenty 18 inch mark V I I I  Torned.oes but no 21 
inch  mark IV  torpedoes a t present a v a ila b le  for- M T B^s,

Both 21 inch. and. 18 inch torpedoes on order from  iAm lr-aitv. An

C o n tro lle r  
V ice  C o n tro lle r  
V .C .N .S,
A. C.IT, S. ( h) 
A.C.iT.S. ( f )
IT.A. 1st S .L .
D. o f P , ( 2)

D.T S D 
D.O.D. (F )
■p. T\ n  A  7 - n ^

1658z/3

3. «S,
D T M
Hd. o f M. Branch (2 ) (M/PDO 1R6/R1)

I.P,(2)
W,D.
Duty Captain
D . D .I.C .
E . P .S .
N .I .D ,10 (P a y r . Cdr. W ilson )
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War Diary. 3.7.1941.
Thursday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

SACRAMENTO
VALLEY.

(torpedoed
SET

Ships Attacked.
Following 7 survivors picked up by Panamanian 
STANVAC*off coast of French Guiana 24/6 and 
brought to Aruba. (N.C.S.O. Aruba 1501/3.)

Submarines Reported.
Am being shadowed in 52° O’ N. 23° 44' W. 
(SHROPSHIRE 1242/3)

Estimated U.B. dispositions. (D.D.I.C. 1415B/3)

1750 G.M.T. By D/F bearings 305° 2nd Class. (F.O.C.N.A. 1909A/3 to N.A. Stn.)
By D/F within 40 miles of 47° N. 25° 30’ W. 
(D.D.I.C. 2044B/3

2120B. Hunting Submarine in position 000 degs. TP DD 
25 x 16 sighted on the surface. (Capt.(D)lO 2120B/ 5)
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War Diary.

Attacks 
on Bast 
Coast.

Operation
B.S.67

Takoraai.

56
4.7.1941.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT.

British Air Operations.

Aircraft of Bomher Command attacked Bremen last 
night.

Enemy Air Operations.

S.S. BALFRON was bombed and set on fire at 
0030 off Ravenscar.

M/S Trawler AKRANES was bombed and gunned and 
sunk at about 0015 today off Flamborough Head.

Convoy C.E.40 was bombed at 2343 in 50° 55’ N. 
1° 5* E. No damage is reported.

Mining.

PLOVER with HAMBLEDON laid mines last night in 
the East Coast Barrier.
This completes for the present a series of 
minelaying operations to reinforce the Barrier.

M.V. GOLDFINCH was damaged by mine at 0330B 
today off St. Bees and was towed to Whitehaven.

S.S. LUNAN was sunk today in 51° 26*45'* N.
30 10'21" V/. The wreck obstructed the River 
JJly which was closed.

Belgian trawler 0.265 hauled a mine in her 
trawl this morning off Berry Head, but the 
vessel was not damaged when the mine exploded.

South Atlantic.

The port was opened today to traffic from all 
ports.
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War Diary.

Heavy
bombers.

S/M
Operations.

Libya & 
Western 
Desert.

SAINT
DIDIER
sunk.

HYACINTH

Cyprus.

£7
4.7.1941.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT. 
Meai t erranean.
The lines on which the Defence Committee consider 
our heavy bomber effort in the Mediterranean 
should be conducted were indicated today.

SEVERN reports that on ?28/6 she sank
S.S. POLINNIA bound for Cagliari in 40° 5’ N.
12° 8' E. and a southbound 8000 ton ship similar 
to LEME in the Gulf of OroJ'ei, Sardinia. The 
violence of the explosion of the latter indicated 
that the ship was carrying ammunition.

UTMOST on 24/6 landed a party which blew up 
the railway line on the west Calabrian coast.

At 1350/25/6 UTMOST sank a 6000 ton westbound 
merchant vessel in 38° 7* N. 14° 37’ E.

9 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi last night and 
report a probable hit on a ship alongside.
6 Wellington! bombed Tripoli.

Tobruk was heavily dive bombed p.m. today.
No naval damage was caused and 3 or probably 
4 of the enemy were shot down.

Vichy French SAINT DIDIER, believed to be making 
for Tripoli (Syria), was attacked by our aircraft 
during the day off Cape Khflidonia without 
success. At 1810/4 she was torpedoed and sunk 
by Naval aircraft in Adalia Roads. The ship 
was disguised as Turkish. One torpedo missed 
the target and struck the wharf, sinking 2 
fishing boats and possibly causing casualties 
to the local inhabitants.

HYACINTH grounded 4 miles south of Famagusta 
1/7. She was unsuccessfully attacked p.m. 
today by torpedo and bombing aircraft. Three 
or four aircraft also attacked shipping in 
Famagusta.

There were 5 enemy air raids on Cyprus today, 
three of them on Famagusta harbour where no 
damage was caused, however.
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Palestine 
& Syria.

58
4.7.1941.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT.
Mediterranean Conta.
2 Wellingtons bombed Beirut docks last night.

Two Yugo-Slav M.T.B’s are now operating from 
Haifa.

Information has been received by the Air 
Ministry fron various sources, that the Vichy 
French Air Force in Syria continues to be 
reinforced from France and North Africa.

America and West Indies.
MALAYA, the first of H.M. Ships to have action 
damage repairs in U.S. Yards is now ready for 
sea.

U-Boat Campaign.
S.S. AUDITOR dispersed from O.B.337 was 
torpedoed early this morning in 25° 47’ N. 
28° 25’ W. (doubtful position)
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War Diary.

Drifters for 
JEcel and (c).

Destroyers 
for Mean.

S/M
transports 
to Mean.

Holyhead
J7!f.

7 FURIOUS.

Iceland
Staff.

■> RJRIOUS, 
ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN, 
escort.

FRINGE . 
LEOPOLD 
PRINCE 
PHILLIPS.

TUNA
TIGRIS.

59
4.7.1941.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS,

Policy.
15 additional drifters are required request 
some may be sent at once. (N.O.I.C. Iceland (C) 
1023/4).

NESTOR, JUPITER and it is understood HEYTHROP 
are all due to proceed to Mediterranean, NESTOR, 
JUPITER sailing from Clyde about 12/7. Consider 
these ships should be fitted with Oerlikons before 
sailing if possible. (R.A.D. (H.F) 1230B/4 to 
Adty.)

My 1902/7/4. Propose to equip a second PORPOISE 
class submarine for additional transport of 
liquid cargo. (F.O.S. 1544B/4 to Adty.)

My 1754B/23/6. If withdrawal of patrol is 
approved will propose certain reallocations for 
other duties within the command shortly. (C. in 
C. W.A. 1714B/4 to Adty.).

On return to U.K. FURIOUS will be employed as 
an operational carrier under the orders of C. in 
C. H.F. The following squadrons will beenbarkea. 
Arrangements are being made for the necessary 
stores to be supplied on arrival. (V.C.N.S. 
1921B/4 to C. in C. H.F).

Defence of U.K.
Admiralty 0035B/29. Consider staff should be 
as follows. (A.C.I.C. 0917/4).

Movements.
VANQUISHER, WINCHELSEA, PIORUN and WOLVERINE 
are t o be sailed as convenient to meet FURIOUS 
(escorted by LEGION and LANCE) andROYAL SOVEREIGN 
from Bermuda in 045® 00' N. 025° 00’ W. at 1100Z/8 
(C. in C. W.A. 1236B/4 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry).

i-A. is.
Cancel ray 2349B/S. (D.O.D. (H) 1312B/4 to C. in C. 
W.A). t * vy.T>
Adty. 1312B/4. Cancel my 1526B/3. (C. in C. W.A. 
1627B/4 to F.O.I.C. Belfast ana Greenock).

(a) Arrangements for sailing TUNA at 1100B/7 to 
patrol in Bay of Biscay South,aid TIGRIS to Clyde. 
Escort for both LA CAPRICIEUSE. (Capt. (S) 3 
1605B/4).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations,
Operation My 2532B/2, Request "bomber co-operation.
D.N. Anticipate Naval force will be in entrance to

leads off Stadlandet at 0100/6. Bomber attack 
on aerodromes near Stavanger and Trondhjem when 
enemy bombers are taking off to attack would add 
to security of Naval force and increase diversion
ary effect of the operation. (C. in C. H.F. 1147B/ 
4 to Adty.).
Your 2332B/2. Intend
(i) To pass Hoxa Boom at 0700B/5 proceeding West 
of Shetlands and through
(a) 062° 15' N. 000° 15’ E. to
(b) 062° 15’ N. 004° 40’ £ arriving 0100B/6.
(ii) Destroyers then to be detached. First divn., 
BEDOUIN and PUNJABI to sweep towards Silde Gabet 
and 2nd divn., TARTAR and ECLIPSE towards Vanelv 
Gabet.
Oil) NIGERIA and CURACOA to remain near position 
(b) until 0230B/6 by which time destroyers are 
to rejoin. Force will then withdraw.
(iv) Weather permitting NIGERIA’S aircraft will 
be flown off to attack shipping in the (?Fiords) 
to north and south of Stadlandet during sweep.
(v) Withdrawal to be made along parallel
of 062° 15' N. passing meridian of 004° E. at 
about 0315B/6 and 002° E. at about 0530B/6. S. of 
A. 25 knots. (C.S.10 1327B/4 to C. in C.H.F).
F.O.C. 10 C.S’s 1327B/4. Request long range 
fighters may be held in readiness during outward 
passage and that long range fighter escort may 
be orovided during withdrawal from position B»
(C .* in C. H.F. 1703B/4 to C. in 0. Rosyth). 
C.S.lO's 1327B/4. Request A/S Air Escort from 
0900/5 to 1600/5 to prevent force being sighted.
(C. in C. H.F. 1709BA to C. in C. Rosyth).
Your 1147B/4.. Regret neither Bomber nor Coastal 
Command are able to assist in the manner you 
suggest. (A.C.N.S.(H) 2257B/4 to C. in C. H.F).
C. in C. H.F.’s 1703/4/7 and 1709/4/7. Three 
Sorties of three, two and two Blenheims respective^ 
-will escort force on return journey commencing 
0230/6. A/S air escort will be provided 5/7 by 
Whitley A/G. (G. in G. Rosyth 2356/4 to C.S.10J.

U-boat Routes taken by U-boats. Suggest P.31 should
"routes^ patrol at point off Fuglo. Coastal Command is
Pol. ' aware of above intelligence. (F.O.S. 1519B/4 to

A.C.O.S) See Lion Copy.

/S/M



boA
saunas
Prom:- F ,0 ,S ,

MESSAGE 1E19B/1- July 
Date 4/7/41 
Reed0„ ooO a

Addressed A.C.O.S. repeated C,. in  C. Homo F leet, h . q'
P/L BY T/P.

S.9 .P  31. • ' ' J

514. r.y 1109B/3 not to H.Q.G.G. A fter consultation with 
Admiralty to-day I  fin d  that availab le  in te lligence indicates
A. Commerce Raiding u Boats probably cross the North Sea from

Bust to West along a funnel roughly enclosed by fo llow ing  
positions, u
61 dogs North 2 degs East
63 Degs 27 mins North 6 degs West
62 Degs 32 mins North 6 degs West..
I t  is  probable that some Westbound u Boats male Fuglo 
(62 Degs 21 nin3 North 5 degs 16 mins We at) before  
negotiating the Itirooo icciand (o ) passage,

B. The passage South of the Faeroes is  occasionally used by 
Commerce Raiding U Boats but only when Eastbound,

C. The recent reports in  v ic in ity  of Sulo Sherry have been of 
250 ton U boats.
On diving Patrol

Do In -ftieso c ir  cumstance s I  suggest that In the f i r s t  instanco 
?31 should patro l at v i s ib i l i t y  distanco from Fuglo in 
the sector between North and East from it.*  P 31 subsequent 
movements to bo made on a ir reconnaissance reports 

E„ Coastal Command is  aware of the above in te lligence  
F, Roquost you w i l l  oporato P 31 as you desire during thiG

D.S.D* 9«
D.A.S-.W,
W.D. ‘ • ’ 
D.D.O.D. (M) 
D.T.L, (2 ) 
B.P.S , 
D,N.A,'D,

patro l.
1519P/U

advance copy sent Ops. . 0,Dv .0 ,1',G.
V.C.N.S.
A .C .N . S .  (II)
0* S* 0• * "to 1st S# L# 
Ops, (U )
O.D. (5)
0 . 1.C,
1 . P.



MOST SECRET.

61

War D ia ry .
14..7.19U1.
F rid a y .

HOME COMMANDS.

Onerat ion s-C on  td .

S/M p a t r o l  
w est o f  
S h etla n d s .

F .O .S . 1 1 0 9 /3 . I  c o n s id e r  a subm arine on p a tr o l  
t o  the westward o f  the S hetlan ds would p rove  a 
s e r io u s  embarassment. The id e n t i t y  o f  any 
subm arine r e p o r te d  in  t h i s  area  w ould fre q u e n tly  
be in  doubt and i t  w ould be n e ce ssa ry  to  p la c e  
u n d e s ira b le  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on a i r c r a f t  and A /S 
c r a f t .  Suggest a submarine on p a t r o l  t o  the 
N.E. o f  Muckle F lugga would have equ al chances 
o f  su cce ss  and would n ot r e s t r i c t  A /S a c t i v i t i e s  
in  the same way. (C . in  C. H.F. 1539B/Lj. t o  A.C.O.S) 
My I 5 3 9 B/I4. .  I  con cu r w ith  F .O .S . I 5 1 9 B/I4. para 

(D) (C . in  C. H.F. 2209B A  to  A .C .O .S ).

U. S. A dty. 18 1 8 B /2 2 /6 . U .S. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  s ig n a ls
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  1 1 /7  -  2 0 /7 . (D .S .D . 1829B /U ).
S ig na l s .

B r i t i s h  A ir  O p e ra tio n s .

S earch es
and
P a t r o l s .

F o llo w in g  A ir  S earches w i l l  be flow n  tod a y .
1 . S earch  by th ree  Hudson A/C betw een OI4.OO and 
1000 o f  area  C .F .L .J . 0 0 0 0 : O .F.K .G . 0000:
G .F .L . J. 0000: G .F .K .G . 0000.
2. By W h itley  A/G w ith  A .S .V . f o r  2I4. h ou rs from  
f i r s t  l i g h t  o f  area  T .V .E .G . 0030: H .V .E .G .
3030: T .V .T .E . 0000: H .V .T .E . 3000. (C. in  C. 
R osyth  0 1 5 0 - / 14. ) .
F o llo w in g  p a t r o ls  . .^ .j^ b e V ^ lOrow& to  rea ch  Norwegian 
C oast a t  n o o n /q . SBS&f.
(C. in  C. R osyth  IO28 /I 4. ) .
P .R .U . R/C o f  Bergen Stavanger and K r is t ia n sa n d  
South now in  o p e r a t io n . (C . in  C. R osyth  I I4.2.3/ U ) »

O peration
’Nomad?

Up to  fo u r  A/C to  c a r ry  out o p e ra t io n  tonight,
1+/5 Ju ly  in  area  Borkum to  W alcheren . Ships at 
sea  o n ly  to  be a tta ck e d . (Chatham A .C .H .Q . 1 2 0 0 / k  
to  Bircham  Nev/ton (R) H .Q .G .C ).

O peration  % (C) C arry  out o p e ra t io n  WAMDBR to n ig h t  w ith  two
WAfflDjSR7 a/ o o f  59 Squadron. (A .C .H .Q . Chatham 1206/14-).

O peration
Roam?

"(locum
Carry ou t o p e ra t io n  .ROAM- to n ig h t  w ith  A/C 
o f  22 Squadron. (A .C .H .Q . Chatham 1 2 1 2 / k  to  
Thorney I . )

Bombing 
R e s t r i c t i o n s .

S . 7 ’ s 0931B /3 . Request T .B .R . may be in s t it\ ite d  
in  a c i r c l e  w ith  a ten  m ile  l im it  rad iu s  round 
057° N. 011° W. from  d a y lig h t  8 /7  u n t i l  fu r th e r  
n o t i c e .  (C. in  C. W.A. I 2I4.OB/I4. t o  H .Q .F .G ).

/A t ta c k
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Attack 
on Bremen.

804 Sqn.

Strike.

AKRANES
sunk.

BALFRON. 
(British. 
5 6 2 Tons) 
sunk.

MALVERNIAN. 
(Bombed 1/7)

0«E.40»

HOME COMMANDS.

4.7.1941.
Friday.

British Air Operations.-Oontd,

23 Wellingtons and 11 Hampdens dropped their 
bombs on Bremen town and only 3 Hampdens identi
fied the shipbuilding yards and attacked them.
A fire and explosions were seen here. (H.Q.B.C. 
T.H.I. 1414/4).

In the event of second degree readiness for 
invasion being ordered propose that disembarked 
portion of 804 squadron should be placed under 
orders of R.A.F. Northern Ireland. (N.O.I.C.. 
Belfast 1729B/4 to G. in G. W.A).

3 Beauforts have taken off to attack ships 
reported in A/C B235 1233/4. (G. in G. Rosyth 
1808/4).

Enemy Air Operations.
(M/S Trawler) Bombed and sunk in Bridlington Bay 
at 0015/4 approx. No casualties. (F.O. Humber 
0109B/4).
My 0109B/4. AKRANES was attacked at 0004/4 in 
position 221° Flamborough Head L/H 1.6. miles.
2 bombs missed probably did no damage. Aircraft 
then opened fire with cannon and appeared to have 
holed the ship below the water line.
Attempt was made to beach her she finally sank 
at about 0030 in position approx. 229° Flamboro 
Head Light house 1.5 miles no casualties. (F.O. 
Humber 1528/4).

Bombed and set on fire 038° 3 l/2 miles Ravenscar 
at 0030. 8 survivors. 3 injured. (N.O.I.C.
Hartlepool 0450/4).
My 0450/4. S.S., RALFRON reported sunk approx,
in position named. Survivors now reported as 
being seven in number with four missing considered 
dead by survivors. Names. Ship wassailing 
independently.. (N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 0655/4).

Your 2352B/3. 052° 45' N. 017° 50’ W. course 189
S. of A. 15i. (PERIWINKLE 05003/4 to G. in G.
W • A. ) • E . ■ yt .Zf.tf..

- B .t o m
Enemy aircraft bombing convoy D000M. My positioh 
5 0 ° 5 5 ’ N. 1 ° 5 ' E. G. 047°. S. 7. (BERKELEY 2343/4) 
Fighters are being sent to assist. (Dover P.W.G-. 
2 3 5 5 /4  to BERKELEY COTTESMORE).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Mining..
Operation 
B.S* 67. Operation B.S. 67 completed. (PLOVER 0735B/4).

B.S.Operations* The efficiency and accuracy with which the 
recent B.S. operations have been carried out 
reflect* great credit on all concerned in 
PLOVER. (C. in C. No re 1003B/4 to PLOVER).

Operation 
S.N. 67A. Propose to sail for operations S.N. 67 A. with 

3 minelayers at 0530/8 and laj'’ between (positions) 
a.m./9. 2 of 17th Divn. Destroyers are available 
request one additional destroyer. (R.A.M.
1109/4 to Adty., C. in C. H.F).

LUNAN. (British, 363 tons) Sunk in 51° 26’ 48” N. 3° 
10’ 24” W. Traffic in the River fi’ly susnended. 
(P.O.I.C. Cardiff 1210/4).

DancerArea, Enemy minelaying suspected near 52° 31* N. 4° 
47.30’ W. and 52° 22’ N. 4° 50’ W. Shipping to 
give clear berth of 1 mile. (C. in C. W.A. 12j>5B/4 to F.O. and N.O.I.C., W.A).

River
Crouch. S.A. ’L.L.' Drifter detonated 2 green mines at 

1012/4 one cable and two cables outside boom, 
River Crouch. (P.O.I.C. Harwich 1527B/4).

— '7 ROSME * At 1330/3 in approx. 51° 32. 9* N. 1° 4.2’ E. Auxiliary Barge ROSME was mined and sunk. Crew 
picked up. ROSME was under sail at the time. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1548B/4).

Air Attack 
on O.G. 66
1777“

SCARBOROUGH’S 1100B/1. On arrival of SCARBOROUGH 
and O.G. 66 request you will investigate and 
report, as to probability of parachute mines 
having been dropped. (A.c.N.S. (T) 1718B/4 to 
P.O.C.N.A).

Spurn
Point.

The following nine mines exploded today by 
Sweepers. Details. (P.0. Humber 1820B/4)►

GOLDFINCH (Motor Ship, 
454 Tons.). 
damaged.

At 0330/4, 250° St. Bees Head 10 miles, mined 
and damaged. Details. (R.N.0. Whitehaven 
2305/4)►

--> ROSMEsunk. (Sailing Barge) Mined and sunk in Barrow Deep 
at 1350/3. Crew landed at Harv/ich. (D.S. 669).
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FURIOUS..

JELLICOB
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S.C. 3k.

H.X. 13k.

F.N. and 
E.C. Convoys.

S.L. 77.

S.S. OREGON.

MOST SECRET.

Sd

HOME OOMIAMDS.

k.7.1941. Friday.

Casualties and Defects.
Adrnty. 101+OB/l. Following damage caused 
by fire needs making good. (FURIOUS 1457A/1+).

Shinning and Convoys.
Have waited 1+0 minutes at B.l buoy for JELLICOE 
ROSE who was 1 miles astern at B.5. Remainder 
F.S. convoy 50 have arrived. Intend to anchor 
north of A.M. Q.Z.S. 212 as visibility is deterior- 
-ating. (COTSWOLD 0110B/1+ to C. in C. Nore.).

Congratulations on bringing safely to the U.K. 
all the ships of S.C. 54. (C. in C. W.A. 
0127B/1+ to Cdre. A.J. Baxter R.N.R.).

When escorts have met H.X. 134 and S.C. 35 detach 
2 Destroyers of l+th Grout) to reinforce escort of 
H.X. 13k. (C. in C. W.A. 1232B/4 to BOADICEA).

Forecast of sailings to 22/7. (C. in G. Rosyth 
21Q3/1+) See Lion Copy.

Congratulations on bringing safely to the U.K. 
all the ships of S.L. 77* (C. in C. W.A. 2127/1+ 
to R.A. W.B. Mackenzie.).

S.S. OREGON in 0..B. 540 developed engine defect 
and had dropped 1+0 miles astern of convoy by 
2300/5. HAVELOCK reported insufficient endurance 
for convoy to wait. OREGON is therefore proceeding 
to Iceland escorted by NOTTS COUNTY at 5 knots. 
(BULLDOG 2212Z/1+ to C. in C. W.A.)



SECRET MESSAGE, 12 0 3 /4 th  J u ly . HU

From -  C. tu C* Rosyth,

P A  by ? / f .

Date 4 .7 .4 1 *  
R e e d .1622
CORRECTION.

A dd ressed  A dm ira lty  C. in  On N ore. - Ships-empl&yjd&'.fefttsjaat
Coa3t Convoy dut.y;, F ig h te r  Oomshand* G'oa&thl 
Command, l}.,...1 2 .a »d » 13 grou p s.

NOT W/T. CONVOY MESSAGE.

655.
My 1 1 3 5 /2 6 /5 . D e le te  r e fe r e n c e  t o  Northbound s a i l in g s .  
F orca st o f  Northbound s a i l in g s  u n t i l  J u ly  22nd i s  as f o l lo w s .

Tuesday 22nd

Timetable as in my 1130/26/5 .
Fightor Command pass to 11,12 and 13 groups*

Ops (4) 
O.D. (5)
D .  h  .  / « S .  v / *  
D.T.D. (4) 
D.T.D. (C) 
D.T.D. (M) 
D. o f S.T* 
D.S.D, 9
V I U D * . . . . . . . . . .
I .P . (3)

Sunday 20 th  
Monday 2 1 st

Thursday 10th 
F rid a y  11th 
Saturday 13th

Monday 7th  
Tuesday 8th

Sunday 13th 
Monday 14th 
Tuesday 15th
Thursday 17th 
F rid ay  18th 
Saturday 19th

1203/4 '

A.C.1US. (T) (2)  
N.A. 1st S.Ii.

Advance copy sent Ops
Trade,



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Intercepted 
French 
Ships .

Convoy.

EDINBURGH.

^  HERUIONE.

DEPTFORD.
CLYDE.

GROUIN 
DU COU.

FURIOUS
ROYAL
SOVEREIGN.

65

FOREIGN STATIONS.

4.7.1941.
Friday.

General.
Action to he taken to prevent recapture hy French 
(Adty. 01^0B/4) See Lion Copy.

North Atlantic.
Sighted large merchant ships and trawler 
escorting dimly lit showing no colour P.C. and 
S. 058° 38’ N. 009° 42’ W. 170° 8 knots.
(LOCH OSKAIG 0200B/4 to F.O.C.N.A).

Your 2254A/j). Submarine situation does not 
permit of EDINBURGH being used for this service 
and she should comply with my 1314B/3. (V.C.N.S. 
1041/4 to F.O.C.N.A).
Informing her of enemy ships v/hich may be 
encountered. (F.O.C.N.A. 1602A/4 to EDINBURGH). 
See Lion Copy.

E.T.A. 1700A unless further delayed by fog. 
(HERMIONE 1050A/4).

Orders to R/V CLYDE and escort her to Gibraltar. 
(F.u .C.N.A. 1133/4 to DEPTFORD.)

Your 18j>8B/j>. Master anticipates being able to 
maintain 8 knots. Am I to hold her to join 
convoy or sail independently. Ready for sea 
tonight. (N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1150/4 to Adty.).

Have parted company with GBOUIN DU COU and arrive 
at Gibraltar about 2000A/5. (SCOTTISH 1205A/4 
to F.O.C.N.A).

Re. Adty. 1041/4. Intend to sail FURIOUS,SCYTHIA, 
CAi/IERONIA, escorted by HERMIONE,LANCE, LEGION, FURY, 

*(?WISHART) 2200A/4, to R /V  with ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
in (position) (time) S. of A. 14 knots. You 
are to comply with 1314B/3 from Adty. further 
signal will be made regarding your return route. 
(F.O.C.NjA. 1222A/4 to C.S.18).

1—̂  , s 5 _

/F.O.C.N.A.......
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MOST S3CRBT M E S S A G E  OUT
0130E/4th July

TOs- S.O. , Foroo H 229 B3
F.O.C, Nvrth A tlan tic  541 t
C, in C. America and West Indies 67
C. in C* Homo F leet 532 DATE: -  4.7.41.
3.O.W.P.
C. in C, Western Approaches 71G . j 
C* ’in C*. South Atlantio  508 

. ; G. in G. Bast Indies 945 
C. in C, China 273 
0 ., i^yC. Mediterranean 459 35 . i 

. • t B..A.S.A.D, 203 • >;ui*v - m  xuuin>.r«t, .
i Australia*^ Commonjvealth Naval Board 413 r -

Nfew Zealand Nava*! Board 302. . iitni

--------------------s m u  s m m J & i& i
ti.v ■».*M%:. r.y. .re Sj. )U - V ,j >,S.V- * - 1

PROM:- Admiralty,
• t, f- > \

The French Adm iralty’ s orders to merchant ships, which 
are in danger of* capture are set out in  Admiralty Telegram 
1420/22/4* Intercepted ships have recently been 
recaptured by the French, sometimes with B r it ish  arr® d 
guards on board* *

\  V\ , r • • ' " ,  . 1  \ ' ’ i v‘\ , , M *i , '  1, . , ‘  \  A  ’ t ' ' I • * - *

In view o f these developments, the fo llow ing action  
is  to be taken to prevent recaptures- . ' ’

. . ‘ j :• y'uta uly '. *
(a>  -  Intercepted ships are to be routed into port with due 
regard to the p o s s ib ility  of recapture, p articu lar.v ig ilan ce  
being exercised i f  the merchants ship has reported the 
interception by w ire less. When there1is  a r isk  o f  in ter
ception, escort should be provided so fa r  as circumstances 
permit. Report of intercept ion and route o f .prize should be 
sign a lled  unless there are very special reasons fo r  
preserving w /x silence,

* y- t*  >• , v*1' •. •**»<:* • V A. * • • J* i t
(b ) In the event o f an essentia l part o f the machinery 
having been damaged or dismantled, and no spare being 
discovered on board, the French ship should be sunk i f ,  
in a l l  ■ the circumstances, it  is  considered that there is  
no reasonable chanoe of b ring ing  the ship into a B rit ish  or 
a llie d .p o rt , . ... r - f•• • » ’ ‘  V. .. I  + k t  ' t * * h

to ) -:When a B r it ish  warship i s  escorting a oapturod ship 
into port and a d ec is ive ly  superior French force in te r
venes, the roorchant Ship should-bo sunk to prevent i t s  i t . 
recapture*^ - '.urc u-c s*.l cot lu .;•» --iv-ii;.

lute-1’ ‘- e :-t ;;i s ilt  £ hv.vc . -t&ht*
(d ) S im ilarly  i f ,  when a captured ship is  being sent in 
under armod guard, recapture appears imminant, the ship ‘ 
should be souttlod, a D istress Message, in  accordance with
normal Merchant Shi
coptcd. A..- ■ t

p procedure being sent out whe.n in te r -
;.'ivV^al ■(■■.capture; -

fe^ So fa r  as tlioy arc applicable  .the instructions in (a ) ,  
to ) and ( d )‘ should.also bo fo llvrod 'in  regard to captured 
ships that have already boon taken over, by B r it ish  t. , 
repetition  B rit ish  oreus, v i.

t i :.;rt ad r-. /i. >.J. . . f. '• j
3, Authority to sink a captured sh ip .is  in a l l  cases 
depondont on th*> crew, passongori and th ip 's  papers having* 
been f i r s t  removed-:Or their sa fety  assured# For this  
purpose, the sh ip ’ s boats are not regarded as a place of 
/•, vn y-v t e f tf£x, ' -iVxi ■

• V. ■ W ;i .led, safety/,

rsitfr





M S S S A C - j

roms-1 .0 .C,North Atlantic,
l602/i/l|th July, IN 
Date : -  k/7/kl

Recd:-  2120
Naval cypher (g) ^y.jV t*_____________

Addressed:-  H.M.S.EDINBURGH.
IMPORTANT.

Following may be encountered making French Bay 
o f Biscay p o r t :-  (?category) raider "0U yji.de photograph in 
W I R 45 and supplement W I R 64. Description: typical cargo 
lin er  8/9OO0tons, raked how, cruiser stern, two heavy masts and 
hig funnel, large bridge structure with wide gap between it  
and funnel, and unbroken line from forecastle head to bridge.

(2) Enemy merchant vessel disguised as Dutch merchant
(3) * possible &erman supply ship.

Two, On June 25th in position  037 degrees 26* North
043 degrees 07’ West and again following morning in position  
•338 degrees Oo* North 039 degrees 00* West a suspicious 
merchant vessel of about si:: thousand tons was sighted.
It appeared to be Norwegian, but so far no British or A llied  
ship was in this area at the time.

1st Lord.
1st S.L,
4th S.L. 
V.Q.N.S.
A. .N. S. (H) 
A.C.N.S. (l?) 
^.C.N.S.(T) (2) 
Nav, Sec.

D.of P . (3) 
D, S.D.9.

vessel

1602A/4

•Advance Copy sent to Ops, O.D, 0, I.C, D.of P. Passed to  F.O. (s)



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

FURIOUS
ROYAL
SOVEREIGN.
-Contd.

HERHIOITE.
FURIOUS.

S/M Operations

0 . 2 1 .

Vichy-
French
Convoy.

DAO.
VULCAN.

GOS III.

Bneny
Unit.

4.7.19U1. ^
Friday._______

F ORB I GIT STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

F.O.C.N.A. 1222/A/U and C. in C. W.A. 1236BA..
To avoid estimated U-boat dispositions R/V is to 
be amended to i+6° N. 28° W. at 1500Z/8.
2. FURIOUS and transports are to oass through 
A °  N. 28° pO* W. to the new R/V. 
p. C. in C. W.A. to arrange for A/S escort to 
meet in new R A  and to signal inward route. 
(A.C.N.S. (H) 2337 B A  to F.O.C.N.A, C. in C. W.A., 
FURIOUS, ROYAL SOVEREIGN, C.S.18).

Intend sailing HERMIONE with FURIOUS. HERMIONE 
E.T.A. Gibraltar 1700A* (F.O.C.N.A. 1 2 5 k A A  
to Adty.).

F.O.C.N.A. 1336a A »  See Mediterranean.

Orders to leave on (?) patrol at 2000A/6 for 
Gibraltar. ( F . O . C . N . A .  1408AA to 0.21).

At 1900 3/7 off Cape Carvoeiro, warship and 5 
M/Vs. course S.W. 6 knots.
From OSij.0 to 0930 i+/7 heavy firing south S.W. 
Sagres. (N.A. Lisbon I509A  to Adty.).

On night 2/7 2 Unknown S/ M ’s followed fishing 
boat from Island of Porto Santo to Lighthouse of 
San Lourenco Madeira. Leave 7/7 to exercise off 
Sezimbra returning 10/7. (N.A. Lisbon 1 6 0 8 A  to 
Admty.).

Departure 1 6 0 0 A A  for Freetown. Route E.T.A. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1 6 3 2 B A  to Admty.).

By D/F on 7760 kc/s at li+loA G.M.T. unknown enemy 
unit, probable surface unit bore from Lands End 
216°. Consider unit probably between I4.2 0 0 0 ’ N. 
and 1+50 0 0 ’ N. (D.D.I.C. 1716B/U to F.O.C.N.A.,
F.O.(S), C. in C. Plymouth, 0.21, H.Q.C.C. SEALION, 
TIGRIS, C. in C. W.A. C. in C. H.F).

/MALVERNIAN



MOST SECRET.
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MALVSHKIAN.

MYASSA.

DSSIRADE
(FrenchJ.

WILLMOTO

BENDORAN
PANDIAS.

Raiders.

Enemy
M A ’s .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

67
i*. 7.1941. 
Friday._____

North. Atlantic-Oontd.
Request position in which LEGION picked up 
survivors from MALVERNIAN may he signalled and 
whether news of survivors unaccounted for can he 
given- (C. in G. W.A. 1955B/4 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1955B/4 LEGION reports survivors were 
transferred directly from SCARBOROUGH. MALVERNIAN 
homhed in 01+7° 37* N. 019° 07' W. 2 boats were 
standing hy ship which was still afloat when 
third hoat was detached. She was picked up hy 
SCARBOROUGH in 047° 50'*018° 50' (F.O.C.N.A.
2259AA to C. in C.W.A.).

(Portuguese) has been intercepted and diverted 
to Gibraltar for control. (F.O.C.N.A. 2016/4 to 
N.A. Lisbon).

South Atlantic.
Arrived Capetown 5/7. (Capetown, 0845B/4).

Overdue shipping. WILLMOTO departure New York 
25/5 for Capetown not arrived. (S.O.(I) Capetown 
0858B/4)►

Overdue shipping cancel my 1058/3. BENDORAN 
arrived Capetown. PANDIAS due Capetown jO/6 from 
U.K. not arrived. (S.O.(l) Capetown 0-917 /4).

Your 1310B/7. (W.D. Note. 1508B/1 to F.O.C.N.A. 
evidently intended). Request list of raiders' 
names with corresponding numbers and letters 
sometimes used in Adty. messages CANBERRA'S 
1740/5/3 states Captain joined No. 16 about 
15/2. Your 1748/21/5 suggests ZAMZAM attacked 
by No. 46. W.I.R. No. 43 emphasises difficulty 
of visual recognition. Value of periodical 
precautions would be increased_if reliability 
were graded. (C. in C. S.A. 1031N/4 to Adty.;.

Admty. 1900/2. Make what arrangements you 
consider necessary. Regret cannot give any 
further assistance v/ith ships. (C. in C. S.A. 
1405N/4» to R.A.S.A.D).

/CARNARVON



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

CARNARVON 
CASTLE.

Raider 
methods.

MANQKALIHAT.

KINGSTON
HILL.

STAD
ARNHEM.

SINFRA.

ESGOLANO.

—  ̂CARNARVON 
CASTLE.

U.7.19U1. 68 Friday.______
FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic-Contd.
Unless Rio de Janeiro indicates that any Axis 
ships are likely to sail from your Area, or there 
are signs of other enemy activity, CARNARVON 
CASTLE on leaving Rio de Janeiro 5/7 is to 
proceed with despatch to L.31 and watch for enemy 
ships leaving Quequen and Mardelplata. (R.A.S.A.D. 
li+23-ZA to CARNARVON CASTLE).

Information obtained from an intercepted German 
raider. (C. in C. S.A. 15U5NA) See Lion Copy.

Overdue shipping. Cancel my 0958/2 July. 
MANGKALIHAT arrived Capetovm. (S.0.([) Capetovm 
1 6 0 1 B A ).

U.S.S. ALABAMAN arriving Cape Town a.m./5 reports 
having 32 survivors of KINGSTON HILL. (S.O.(l) 
Capetown 1645BA).

N.S.H.Q. Ottawa's 1722/3. STAD ARNHEM Master 
W.G. Deneef sailed in S.L. 78 from Freetown 
19/6. Convoy was attacked on night 26/6 as 
stated. (C. in C. S.A. 1829NA to Admty.).

Vichy ship SINFRA is expected to sail from Lome 
westbound between 5th and 10th July unescorted. 
(C. in C. S.A. 2035NA to MILFORD, GARDENIA, 
MARGUERITE, ANCHUSA).

As Adty 0C2 3B/2. (C. in C. S.A. 2111NA to  
S.A. Stn.).

Unless Rio de Janeiro indicates that any Axis 
ships are likely (? in) (corrupt group) area, 
or there are signs of other enemy activity, 
CARNARVON CASTLE on leaving Rio de Janeiro 5/7 
is to proceed with despatch to L. 31 and watch 
for enemy shins leaving Quequen and Mardelplata. 
N.A. Rio de Janeiro pass to CARNARVON CASTLE. 
(R.A.S.A.D. 2210Z/U to CARNARVON CASTLE).



(,*A
CONFIDENTIAL MESSAGE 1545N/4 July IN.

yr-ora: C, in Cc South A tlan tic  Date: 5*7,41*

Reed.-. 0055
___ ___ _ . . .... .___ _ . _ Naval Code ,J Ly_ j/y* __ ^

Addressed; S„At. S. Squadron,
\

Follow ing information as to method o f attack and 
evasion was obtained from a German armed merchant ra ider 
intercepted and destroyed in May I 9i4.ru
1, A fte r  an attack raider steamed away from position 
o f attack fo r  24 hours at best speed then sent"up her 
a irc ra ft ,
2, While searching fo r  victim s raider cruises at very 
slow speed frequently stopping fo r  several hours
3o On loca tin g  a vessel raider fo llow s throughout 
night attacking at f i r s t  ligh t*
ho I f  v ictim  had made raider report raider would 
only remain in the v ic in ity  o f attack fo r  from one to 
thr^e hours* I f  no report made long enuuqh to embark 
stores,

1545N/4
Advance copy Ops, O.D. O.I.C.

1st Lord 
1st Se-W 
4th S*L*
5th S.JLi.

V.G.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (H)
A .C .N .S.(F )
A.C.N.S. (T ) (2 )
Nav. Sec,
N. A. to 1st S. L.
Capt. Pirn,
Ops. (4)
O. D. (5 )
D.N.I. (4 )
D.T.D. (4 )
D. T.D. (I/I)
D.T.D. (C)
0. 1.C. ( 3 )
D. of p (3 )
Cdr. Holbrook 
D. S.D. 9 
D.A/S. /.
1 .  P., (3 )

D." S.D. (2 )
M. (2)
D. T* S.D,
3 ,  P .S .
Doi'T • •

1
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Haifa and
2z e™ •Aux. Yacht 
torpedoed.

CANADA.

Syria,

Haifa Raid 
Vichy A/C ' 
Destroyed.

ROVER.

s.s, polii:
sunk;

4.7.1941* 69
Friday._____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean,

Night 2/5 July. Vichy aircraft bombed Haifa. 
f~ Damage unknown. 1 Vichy Glenn Martin shot down 

by A.A. fire. Cyprus. 2/7. 8 unidentified
aircraft dropped about 50 bombs south east of 
Paphos. Telephone wires cut. 5/7. 1 Swordfish
F.A.A. torpedoed auxiliary yacht in harbour at 
Castel Orizzo. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1045A )  •

French Hospital ship CANADA will be alongside 
naval base dock Beirut from 0700/4 to 1200/4 and 
will leave Beirut for France at 0800/5. If 
encountered she is not to be interfered with, 
-(C. in C. Med. 1158C/4 to Med. Fleet, 2200C/4 
to S/M's on patrol;.

French intentions concerning reinforcemnets.
(C. in C, Med. 1208C/4 to C.S.15) See Lion Copy.

I Ref. CAFO 587/40. Para. 4* Air raid on Haifa 
^ 2/7. Probably 5 planes. 2255 to 2555. Four 

H.E. bombs reported, slight damage to civilian 
property. H.M. Ships opened fire during attack. 
One Vichy Glen Martin shot down into sea. 
(N.O.I.C. Haifa 1221/4 to G. in C. Med.).

Details of programme. (C. in C. Med. 1226C/4 to 
0. in C. E.l) (Amended, see 1241C/5).

IA SEVERN reports unsuccessful attack on escorted 
merchant vessel off Palermo 20/6, and southbound 
Italian S/M ARGONAUTA class off Naples 22/6.
She sank S.S. POLINpIA 1592 tons bound to 
Cagliari laden with wood in 040° N. 05f 012°
08* E. and southbound 8000 ton ship similar to 
LEME in Gulf of Orosei Sardinia on (? 28th) June. 
Violence of explosion possibly indicates ship 
carrying ammunition. A/s and (? air) activity 
again very slight throughout patrol. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1556A/4 to C. in C. Med.),.

/S/M



MOST, SECRET,
in

MOST __________

Proa. C. in 0. Modi'*: orrcmean.

R.A.F. CYPHER W/T

' / i  .T illy
t2V

Date, 5.7.V!, Time. Ĉ OO.
2y/T/4 —

Addressed. C.S.15. Repeated. B.S. One., C.S. Sever..,
A.0. C. in C. Middle East., A.O.C. R.A.F. Palestine & 
Trana jordan., H.Q. 201 Group., N. 0.1.0. Malta.,
C. in C. Middle East.

Host Secret. T7c have many reports from varied. and 
sometimes conflicting sources regarding French intentions 
concerning reinforcements in Syria.

2. Known facts aro (a) the 3 ^aimy ‘s have 
gone to Salonika (h) there are numerous transport aircraft 4fc 
Elcusis (c) THEOPHILE GAUTIER* ST-. DIDIER and 'OlidD QUEM are 
available.

3. Probabilities are (a) ST. DIDIER and 07JSD 
QUEM trying to sneak along Turkish coast to Tripoli or Trial a 
(b) The Valuer's will try to return shortly either independently 
carrying storos or with a convoy (c) further reinforcement will 
also take iDlaco by air.

5. Possibilities exist that mare substantial . 
reinforcements may be being attempted by convoy from west 
Mediterranean via an Aegean port. Possibly escorted by cruiser 
but unlikely to bo in great strength.

5. (iiij) (a) Is being dealt with by 201 group 
with air reconnaissance and striking force which should be fully 
adequate.

(iii) (b) Is being dealt with also by 
201 group by Aegean and other reconnaissance west of Cyprus but 
cannot be considered fully watertight against the destroyers at 
high speed. Effort is being made to establish reconnaissance 
south of Cyprus,

6. As regards paragraph (4) we must rely on such 
reconnaissance as Malta can produce or information from other 
sources. The importance of action against the Tripoli Africa.
is such as to render unjustifiable any extensive diversion of 
Malta resources (?to) guard, against a. possible Vichy convoy.

7. You must therefore concert with Palestine and 
Transjordan for early notice of arrival on Syrian coast and 
energetic joint action should this arrival occur without 
warning despite our precautions.

120SQ/4

Advance copy sent Duty Capt., D.O.D. (F) <?: D.D, I. C.

1st Lord. D.N.I. (4) E.P.S.
1st S*L. D.N* A*.* D* D.T.D.
4th S,L, D. ^  W. N.I.D.10 (Pay.Cdr,
3th S.L. D, of L.D. ITils on)
7.C.H.S. I.P (2) Admiral Bclloirs.
A.C.N.3. fp) W. D. .drniral Chalmers.
Aj C, K» 3.. (t) Duty Capt,

1st S»D» H*ad of M.
D. of P. (2) . D.T.S.D.
D.O.D. (F)
D.D.O.D. (F)

D. D. I. C.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean-Contd.
UNIQUE reports sighting hospital ship VIRGILIO 
off Cape Spartevento 1/7, she was zigzagging 
drastically. UPRIGHT and UNION report blank. 
-UTMOST reports at 0245/214-/6 made landing on 
Western Calabrian coast lat. 059° 10', charge 
laid in Q tunnel. Heavy freight train passing 
hourly. Charge failed to detonate under train, 
so line was blown up using Bickford’s fuse.
At 1350/25/6 in 038* 24’ 015° 28’ sighted expected 
convoy of four escorted liners southbound, they 
passed out of range to westward. 1200/ 26/6  
fired two torpedoes at 6,000 ton westbound M.V. 
in 038° 07’ 014° 37’ one hit but ship did not sink 
-Third torpedo fired ship sank. At 0001/28 in 
038° 0 3’ 014° 0 7’ effected landing to blow up 
train but shouting of sentry ashore stopped party. 
1410/28/6 three 6 inch cruisers escorted by 3 
destroyers sighted steering 130° in 038° 1 5' 013° 
35', enemy passed out of range. URGE reports 
at 0157/28/b train observed to be blown up in 
tunnel three miles north of Taormina.
At 0914/29/6 in 037° 55' 015° 35’ two 8 inch 
cruisers escorted by four destroyers northbound 
24 knots attacked at five thousand yards with 
salvo one mark four and three mark eight. Two 
hit at exactly correct interval, very heavy 
explosion after first hit considered magazine 
blown up. Immediate counter attack of 64 depth 
charges no damage. Cruisers considered to be 
G0RIZIA and BOLZANO, two mark eight hit leading 
cruiser considered sunk. At 1410/2 in 037° 48' 
015° 21’ fired ? from torpedoes at 9,000 ton 
northbound A.M.C. escorting 4,000 ton freighter 
in ballast. A.M.C. zigzagging under constant 
helm. One hit forward and A.M.C. observed stop 
zigzagging and continue North at eight knots.
(S.O. S/M's Malta 1350B/4 to S.l, V.A. Malta 
1>26b/4 to Adty.)
GORIZIA claimed still afloat in Rome broadcasts. 
URGE’S cruiser may have been BOLZANO. (D.S. 672, 
8/7).

Gen. Auchinleck takes over Command M.E. from 
Gen. Wavell at 0300 hours G.M.T. Saturday 5/7. 
(C. in C. M.E. 1352/4 to WarOffice).

Position of, enemy merchant vessel is 21 j Antaly. 
(FORMIDABLES A/C 1435/4).

Policy recommended by Chiefs of Staff. (1st S.L. 
1505B74) See Mediterranean Volume.

/SAINT
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean-Contd.
S. DIDIBR was attacked "by British Aircraft
off Gape Khelidonia. 1030/4* (Cant, (s) 1 15310/4
to NEREUS, PARTHIAN).

Tug RACHINE Istanbul to Mersin via Smyrna 
CECADENA Iskanderun to Haifa via Famagusta 
WARSZAWA. ANTAR Mersin to HaifafeCRGIA Mersin 
to Port Said MARGARITA Port Said to Mersin. 
(Captain ( S) 1 15510/4 to NEREUS). ̂ .Q h/coRQiHia.

Malta C.S.R. to 1600/4/7. Hurricanes intercepted 
and drove off 25 Macchi 200’s. Enemy did not cross coast 
3/7. Northbound convoy 6 M/V and 4 DRS sighted 
off 'Tunisian Coast see my 1,411/3/7. Shadowed to 
Sicily.
Night 3/4. 7 Swordfish 830 Sqdn F.A.A. abandoned
attack on convoy above due to enemy night 
fighters intercepting Maryland no combat.6 Welling
tons 148 Sep. dropped 1000 lb. G.P. bombs and 
1000 lbs incendiaries Tripoli fire and explosion 
near North Mole. (H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1600/4).

Salvage progress. (N.O.I.C. Haifa 172j>/4 to 
C. in C. Med.).

Night July 3/4. 9 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi.
Numerous fires. Explosions Cathedral Mole and 
probable direct hit on ship alongside.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1854/4).

Op. Summary up to 2000 hours.
1 Blenheims 2~X 500 lbs S.A.P. bombs on small 
tanker Tripoli Harbour missed by 100 yards.
3 Blenheim 5 X 500 lbs. S.A.P. bombs R.K. 
small 2 funnelled ship Tripoli Harbour missed 
by 23 yards. (H.Q.R.A.F. p.T.J. 2j o 0/4 to H.Q. 
R.A.F.M.E).

East, Indies,.
To leave Mombasa p.m./5 and proceed to Durban 
to arrive u.m./lO. (C. in C. E.I. 0802Z/4 to 
CARTHAGE)/

List sailed on 28/6, numbers, contents, etc. 
(D.O.D.(P) 1249B/4 to C. in C . ’s E.1 ., S.A).

My 1307/3/7 and my 1420/20/6. On completion 
of-disembarkation Berbera to be sailed to Aden and 
Port Sudan to embark personnel for Suez.
(P.S.T.O. 1307/4 to S.T.O. Berbera).
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China.
Saigon departures 22/6 for exercise off Camranh 
with ALIRAL-CHARNER, LAMOTTE-PICQUET, PEGASE. 
LAMOTTE-PICQUET only returned 26/6. (C.O.I.S. 
Singapore 03A-ZA to Adty. S.O. (I) Colombo, 
Wellington, Hong Kong, D.N.I. Melbourne).

Your OZ4.OI/I/6. Proposals approved in principle 
but suggest that all approaching vessels should 
also be prohibited either from entering 
territorial waters or alternatively from 
anchoring within territorial waters during hours 
between sunset and sunrise.
Considered that most appropriate moment to 
start these measures is when Japanese move 
indicated in Admty. 2315/21/6 takes place. Concert 
with Governor, put measures into effect immediately 
upon Japanese move. (V.C.N.S. 2357B/U to C. in 
0. China).

America and West Indies.
Admty. 061+2B/3. Intend general arrangements 
made in my ll+OlZ/3 0  to set precedent for normal 
practice regarding Wabana convoy. Previous 
message concur?propose (l) Commodore of S.C. 
or H.X. convoy is responsible for effecting 
Junction with Wabana convoy. (2 ) That Wabana 
convoy be given short (corruot group) of W.S.C. 
off W.H.X. (C.C.N.F. 1036Z/U 'to Admty.).

Japanese Vessels asking for fuel (names).
Rumoured all Japanese vessels ordered Home.
Shall we supply? (S.O.I. Callao, 1313&A to 
C. in G. A.W.lj.
Passed to you. Request decision. (C. in C. A.W.l. 
2202QA to Admty.).

Your 1202Q/28/6. Confirm why S. of A. drops to 15 knots after 2*0° W. (D.T.D. 1318B A  to N.C.S.O. 
Trinidad).
Your 1318B A  speed given as 13 knots by master 
allowing for heavy zigzag and weather. (N.C.S.O. 
Port of Spain 1333Q A to Adty.).

N. S.-H.Q. Ottawa's 1607/30/6 and P.S.T.O. 
Simonstown's 1735/30 proposed sailing date 
from Halifax is now. ( ).
(D. o f  S.T. 1 5 2 0 B A ).

/CHESHIRE
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America and West Indies-Contd.

CHESHIRE. CHESHIRE grounded in Narrows at Bermuda. Has
refloated and returned to Harbour. PRINCE DAVID 
detailed as ocean escort to B.H.X. 137.
(C. in C. A.W.I. D+020/ij.).
My 14020/4. No damage to CHESHIRE who is 
proceeding now to overtake B.H.X. 137.

------------^ PRINCE DAVID proceeding in accordance with my
1041Q /3. (C. in C. A.W.I. 1 8 3 1 0 A ) .

Adty’s. 2015B/27, I63IB/3 0  and 1349B/3, 4 A/S 
yachts mil he based on Gaspe from 7/7. 2
Corvettes under orders of C.G.N.F. Force will 
carry out Y.Y patrol commencing 10/7 later force 
will he strengthened as necessary when shins 
become available. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1408Z/4).

Local
defence.

C.I.P. My 1648Z/28. Shifted to Baytown 3/7 to load.
iFrench). (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1447Z/4).

My 2320/23. French ship C.I.P. left Houston 
1430Z/4 for Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands, E.T.A. 
11/4 and Martinique. (Galveston, 1834Z/4 to 
D.N.l)•

PRINCE DAVID 844. Cancel my 1502Q/4. Arrangements in my
DESPATCH. 1041Q/3 hold good. (C. in C. A.W.I. 1842Q/4 to

S.O. W.I. Force).

DERBYSHIRE. Adty; 20203/3. Intend sailing DERBYSHIRE for 
Freetown via Mona passage and Trinidad on 10/7. 
(R.A.3. B. S. 1543P/4 to Admty. etc.).

RAMON DE British, capsized and sunk last February, has
LARRINAGA. been salvaged and will be docked at Philadelphia

shortly for extensive repairs. (N.S.H.Q.
Ottawa 2122Z/4 to Admty. etc.).

L-ALAYA. First of H.M. Ships to have action damage
repaired in U.S. Yards is now ready for sea. 
Warmest thanks. (Private Office 2250B/4 to 
B.A.RmM. for Col. Knox).

Australia.

QUEEN Re. return to U.K. from Australia of 200 
MARY. dissentient members of crew. (D. of S.T. 
‘ 0412B/4 to a .c .n .b ).
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Ships Attacked.

Torpedoed 25.47 N. 28.25 W. doubtful position 
(AUDITOR T.O.R. 0335N/4) British, 5,444 tons.

Survivors (S.^ll Capetown 1645B/4) (3ee South 
Atlantic).

Submarines Reported.

A/C reported atl935 G.M.T. at 45° 47' N. 43° 0 2 ’
W. doubtful sight contact periscope. (A.L.U.S.N.A. 
0544/4).

Periscope sighted by A/C 46 20 N. 42 17 W. 
eourse South. Made and lost sound contact with 
submarine at 0100 G.M.T./4 28 21 N. 49 56 W. 
(A.L.U.S.N.A. No T.0.0).

Estimated U/Boat dispositions. (D.D.I.C. 
11+48B/4).

Grade B.2. At about 0200/3 two unidentified 
submarines closed and escorted fishing boat froia 
off Porto Santo Island to Point Sao Lourenco and 
then disappeared. (H.M.C. Funchal 1531/4, 
F.O.O.N.A. 1904/4 to MARSDALE).

Am over enemy S/M in 47° J>5' N. 166° p2* W. (?) 
Was sighted on the surface and observed to subme 
(Port Z 1950/4).

Submarines Attacked.

Decisive part played by NASTURTIUM in the 
destruction of the German U-boat on 27/6. 
(D.A/S W. 1556B/4 to NASTURTIUM).

S/M on surface in 46° 50' N. 7° 26' W. Have 
attacked with D.C.s estimated hits nil.
(Duty W. 1507/4).
My 1507. P.C. and S. of S/M 46° 50' N. 7 26' W.
090° 15. (A/C 1520/4).
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands. ,

Enemy coastal batteries at Cap Gris Nez fired 
14 rounds in the early hours of today at Convoy 
C.E.40 whilst passing Dover. No damage 
resulted.

Operation C.S.10 in NIGERIA with CURACOA and 4 destroyers
D.N. left Scapa at 0750 today.

Photographs taken at 1400/5 show LEIPZIG 
still at Oslo, where EMDEN has arrived from 
Horten since 1/7.

Chiefs of Staff have approved the establishment 
of a Combined Defence H.Q. for Iceland at Artun 
in the event of invasion.

The 9th M.L. Flotilla will not be ready to 
leave Plymouth for Gibraltar before 7th July; 
and, trials having shown that one Destroyer 
cannot safely tow more than 2 M.L’s at sea,
C. in C. Plymouth proposes that VIDETTE should 
be added to the escorting Destroyers.

PRINCE OF WALES is to proceed to Scapa as soon 
as possible after her repairs at Rosyth are 
completed.

British Air Activity.

About 132 tons of bombs were dropped on the 
enemy warships at Brest last night and 64 tons 
on Lorient.

Attacks were made last night on Shipping in 
Bergen and Kristiansand, it is believed with 
some success.

One M/V of 3000 tons and another of 2000 tons 
are reported hit, and the former probably sunk, 
by aircraft on routine patrol off Staalanaet at 
1642/5 and 1715/5 respectively, and a small 
escorted ship was hit off Alsboen Light.
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SITUATION REPORT.
British Air Activity Conta.
At 1150 6 aircraft of Coastal Command were 
despatched to attack an enemy convoy of 3 
merchant ships escorted by 4 E-boats, off 
Dunkirk. The aircraft attacked at 1315 and 
obtained 2 direct hits on a 4000 ton ship4 
and estimate hits or near misses on a ship 
of 6000 tons. The escorting E-boats suffered 
some very near misses and were effectively 
machine-gunned.

The establishment of a Catalina anti U-boat 
Patrol based upon Plymouth is under consideration.

Enemy Air Activity.
At 1550 one Enemy A/C passed over Scapa Plow 
and probably saw into the Fleet Anchorage.
Our fighters went up but failed to intercept.

A fishing vessel was unsuccessfully attacked 
at 0015/5 off Rattray Head.

SNAEFELL (Paddle minesweeper$) was bombed and 
sunk about 2355 today off the Tyne.

Convoy C.E.40 was attacked by A/C early this 
morning without damage 3 miles East of Dungeness, 
and convoys "Scurry" and "Attache" at 2350 and 
2355 respectively.

At 0230 today the British FOWEY ROSE, 470 tons, 
was bombed and sunk off St. David's Head.

Mining.
One Mine was detonated in the Tyne today, one 
off Milford Haven, and three off Spurn Point; 
and, owing to suspected Mines, the movement of 
vessels in the upper part of the River Usk at 
Newport is prohibited.
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SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic.

FURIOUS, returning to U.K. in company with 2 
transports and escorted by HERMIONE and 4 
destroyers, was unsuccessfully bombed at 
1954 today 100 miles west of Cape St. Vincent 
by 3 F.W. aircraft.

South Atlantic.

At 1450 G.M.T. today an unknown ship reported 
being attacked by a raider in 1° 18’ S. 30° O' W.

Mediterranean.

Bombs were dropped on Malta last night by about 
7 enemy aircraft operating singly. No naval 
damage was caused.

Wellingtons bombed Benghazi and Derna last 
night.

HYACINTH was successfully refloated by PEONY>SAtviA 
today and proceeded to Haifa.

S.S. BENCRUACHAN was sunk at 1730 today, 
presumably by a mine, whilst entering 
Alexandria harbour.

5 Wellingtons bombed Beirut last night.

America and West Indies.

S.S. PORT FAIRY reported a suspicious vessel 
at 1925 in 25° 6' N. 65° 27' W.

U-Boat Campaign.

S.S. ANSELM carrying Army and R.A.F. personnel 
for the Middle East was torpedoed at 0640 today

TIGRIS reports having destroyed an Italian S/M 
of SQUALO class at 1001B today outward bound in 
45° 3’ N. 40 V  W.

about 310 miles north of the Azores
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Intercepted 61° 49' IT. 12° 44’ W. released.
(1T0RTHER1T CHIEF 2530B/4, 0335B/5, S.O.N.T. 
0117B/5, 1022B/5. NORTHERN PRINCESS 0925B/5.)

Consider units of N.E.F. should be organised in 
nine escort groups. Group numbers fourteen to 
twenty two with three spare are available for 
allocation by you. (C. in C.W.A. 1046B/5 to 
C.C.N.F.)
My 0928/3. For 2nd Escort Group read 1st 
Escort Group. (C. in C.W.A. 1627B/5.)

It is intended to organise Western Approaches 
Escort Forces into 25 Escort Groups. Escort 
groups one to ten with three spare based on 
U.K. Fourteen to twenty two with three spare 
forming N.E.F. Request delivery groups and 
call signs may be allocated. (C. in C.W.A. 
1053B/5.)

Your 1407/10/1, 1332/27/5, 1239/2/7, 1301/23/6. 
Request a consolidated version of the latest 
policy may be generally promulgated.
(C. in C.H.F. 1532B/5 to Admty.)

Reference 284A/2 and 414AZ/4.
The following will be at sea with incorrect 
recognition signals from 0001 G.M.T./6 until 
date shewn:-
HOLLY, G0S([I, KOS XII from Gibraltar due 
Freetown a.m.13th.
Trawlers of Western Patrol until a.m./ll. NORTH- 
-SRN GIFT 7th (not 14th), NORTHERN FOAM 9th (not 
20th) NORTHERN PRINCESS 10th, NORTHERN SUN 11th, 
NORTHERN SKY 12th, NORTHERN CHIEF 13th, NORTHERN 
DUKE 13th, OPHELIA -, all of Northern Patrol. 
TROUBADOUR .PAYNTER, HUDDERSFIELD TOWN from 
Belfast arriving Milford Haven 7th July.
CAPE ARGONA and COVENTRY CITY from Belfast 
arriving Methil 7/7. (D.S.D. 1912B/5.)

My 1956/5. Request following may be promulgated 
by secret A.Z. message.
Surface (?vessels are) not attack S/M’s in an 
area enclosed by latitude 062° 04’ N. and 064° N. 
and longitude 003° W. and 006° 59’ W. from noon 
7th until further notice. (A.C.O.S. 2011B/5 to 
R.A.D. H.F.)
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5.7.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Defence of U.K.
My OOllB/lO. Chiefs of Staff have
(i) Approved recommendation by the Commanders 
for combined defence headquarters at Artun in 
the event of invasion.
(ii) Taken note that present Army Headquarters 
at Artun and combined Naval and R.A.F. Head
quarters at Reykhavik, will be retained for use 
in normal circumstances. (D. of L.D. 1051B/5 
to A.C.I.C.)
Movements.
My 1236B/4. Amend R/V as follows.
(C. in C.W.A. 0837B/5 to VANQUISHER.)
Sailed WOLVERINE, VANQUISHER, WINCHELSEA, PIORUN, 
in accordance with your 1236B/4/7. (F.O.I.C.
Londonderry 1335B/5 to C. in C.W.A.)
Detach one F. class destroyer forthwith to 
proceed to Ponta Delgada, Azores at best speed, 
fuel and R/V with FURIOUS as ordered by F.O.C.N.A. 
(A.C.N.S. F. 1426B/5 to Capt. D.8.)
Cancel my 0837B/5 and my 1236B/4.
(11) VANQUISHER, WINCHELSEA and WOLVERINE are to 
R/V with ROYAL SOVEREIGN in 049° 30’ N. 027° W. 
at 1800Z/8th.
(ill) PIORUN is to R/V with FURIOUS in 46° 30’ N. 
25° 30’ W. at 1800Z/8th. (C. in C.W.A. 1847B/5)

Until arrival of next convoy from U.K. about 
11/7 there are about 80 R.A.F. personnel only 
for onward passage to Halifax. Please confirm 
that sailing of AUSONIA and HAL OJA may be 
delayed to await personnel from this convoy and 
then sail independently and unescorted for 
Halifax. (N.O.I.C. Iceland 1109/5 to B.S.3.)
Intend to sail SOKUL to pass Needles at 2145B/7 
for patrol in Bay of Biscay South zone. Route. 
Diviiig by day. (Capt. S. 5.1144B/5.)

As towing trials with 9th M.L. Flotilla have 
shown that the Destroyer cannot safely tow more 
than 2 M.L’s propose VIDETTE be used for towing 
in addition to FIRSDRAKE, VIMY, and BEVERLEY.
(2) Owing to minor defects in towing gear, M.L.’s 
will not be ready to sail before 7/7 at earliest. 
Inclusion of VIDETTE will not delay departure.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1321/5.) . yt, ^

/PRINCE
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5.7.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements. -.Contd.

PRINCE OP WALES is to proceed to Scapa as soon 
as practicable after repairs have been completed. 
(C. in C.H.P. 2253/5.)

Operations.

Enemy coastal batteries at Cap Griz Nez fired 
6 rounds between 0036 and 0042 and 8 rounds 
between 0200 and 0204 when convoy was off Dover. 
No danage or casualties reported. (V.A. Dover, 
0241B/5.)

C. in C.H.P. 2532B/2. Weather Forecast 
Stadlandet Area for period 0900B/5 to 2100B/5. 
(Duty Met. Officer 0800B/5 to C.S. 10.)

SUFFOLK is to leave patrol to arrive Hvalfiord 
a.m. 10th. (C. in C.H.F. 1029B/5.)

"feather permitting following patrols are to be 
carried out tonight by M.T.B’s of unit 2.
(1) 60 foot M.T.B’s from vicinity of Thornton 
ridge buoy to north eastward.
(2) 70 foot M.T.B’s from vicinity of W. buoy 
to south westward. Surface vessels met\east 
of 1° 45’ E. may be attacked without challenge. 
(C. in C. Nore 1108B/5 to BEEHIVE.)

Four M.T.B’s leave Dover at 2230 to operate off 
Berck sur Her and Etaples returning to Dover at 
0445. Route via D. buoy each way. (V.A. Dover

British Air Activity.

Patrol “’Stand” and Strikes on shipping in Bergen 
and Kristiansand now in operation. (C. in C. 
Rosyth .0gfL5/5.)

now in operation. Patrols & & &  and 
TR08T will be flown p.m. today. (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1016/5)
P.R.U. of Bergen and Oslo now in operation.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1124/5.)

My 2356/4. Amend first paragraph to read 
Three Sorties of three Blenheims* follov/ed by 
one Sortie of three Hudsons commencing 0230/6. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1120/5)

/Strike
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5 .7 .1941.
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HOME COMMANDS.

B ritish  A ir A c t iv ity  -  Contd.

3 A ir c ra ft  with torpedoes w il l  make L andfall at 
060° N. 005° E. thence coastwlae to  Yteroern 
Lighthouse arriv ing  la t t e r  at 0200/6, thence 
returning d ir e c t  to  hase. (C. in  C. Rosyth 
1254 /5 .)
My 1254/5 is  can celled  owing to  weather.
(C. in  C. Rosyth 2046/5 to  C .S .10 .)

1. Three W hitley A irc ra ft  w il l  carry out p a r a lle l  
track A/S Sv/eep on a lin e  311° from Butt o f  Lewis 
to  depth o f  250 m iles, reaching Western extrem ity 
at 2000/5.
2. Sunderland leaves Sullom Voe 1545 to  carry 
out A/S P a tro l o f  fo llow in g  area. (C. in  C.
Rosyth 1506 /5 .)

Attacks during day 4 /7 . D eta ils . (H.Q.B.C. 
1405/5. )

A.P. 555/7. Repeat Operation ’'B o ttle "  at f i r s t  
opportunity. E ffo r t  s ix  a ir c r a ft  with 
Cucumbers and oth ef ava ilab le  a ir c r a ft  with 
bombs as d ivers ion  on shipping. (H.Q.C.C. 
1455/5 to  18 Group.)

R/C a ir c r a ft  report h it  with 2 bombs and 
probably sank one M/V 3000 tons in  62° 03' LT.
04° 57* E. course 060° at 1637/5. One M/V 2000 
tons h it  in  62° 12' N.* 05° 17' E. course 320° 
speed 10 knots at 1715/5. (C. in  C. Rosyth,
1942/5, 2046/5. 2316/5 to  C .S .10 .)

My 2330/11/6. Add as fo llo w s . D eta ils .
(C. in  C. Rosyth 2350/5) See Summaries Polder.

Your 1257/2. The a llo ca t io n  o f  Catalina f ly in g  
boats is  now under consideration  and your 
proposal w il l  be considered at the same time. 
(1 s t  S.L. 2249B/5 to  C. in  C. Plymouth.)
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5.7.1941.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity.
Attacked by A/C 3 miles East of Dungeness. 
(V.A. Dover 0241B/5.)

At 0015/5 one Heinkel attacked fishing vessel 
3 miles N.N.E. Rattray Head no damage trawler 
proceeded. At 0031/5 Heinkel reported flying 
low over Fraserburgh Bay. At 0057/5 Heinkel 
reported off Rattray Head flying South. 
(F.O.I.C. Aberdeen 0835/5.)

At 0230/5 in 51° 51* N. 5° 28' W. bombed and 
sank. 8 missing and presumed lost. Names. 
(N.C.S.O. Milford Haven 1524B/5.)

At 1550 E/A passed over Flow probably saw fleet 
anchorage. Fighters up but failed to intercept. 
(A.C.O.S. 1640B/5)

Am being shadowed by Aircraft. My P.C. and S. 
are (23?)00B 62° 15’ (N?) 02° 38f E. 270°
25 knots. (C.S. 10 2314B/5)

H elp BOIEfflY. 1 aeroplane. Position 5850 course
323 speed 12. (PRINCE ALBERT 2350/5.)

ifci-
Help - ATTACHE - 53° 10’ N. 1° 1 3 ’ E. (JASON-, 
2355/5.)

Position of wrecks.
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 2359B/5.)

Mining.

Skipper and five survivors landed Stornoway 
2330/4 by Dutch Trawler CALISI LUTHER, five of 
crew missing. Skipper stated in estimated 
position 20 miles S.W. from Barra Head at 0900/1 
in thick weather, hauled in mine in trawl which 
exploded 20 yards from ship. Ship sank in 10 
minutes. Survivors on raft for 72 hours. 
(N.O.I.C. Stornoway 0010b/5.)

(.iOoor Vessel, 454 tons) Mined in position 273°
-̂ ees 10 miles at 0330B/4. Vessel towed into 

.Yhitehaven by S.S. BROOM extensive internal 
damage. Vessel leaking badly. (F.O.I.C. 
Liverpool 0225/5.)

/Operation
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HOME COMMANDS.

Mininn-Contd.

My 161+03/2. Request you will carry out operation 
Q.J. tomorrow. (0. in C. Nore 0933B/5).-

One Red ground magnetic mine detonated at 0912/5 
in position 050° N. Pier Light Tyne, 12 cables. 
(P.Li.S.O. N. Shields. 091+7/5).

R.A. (M) 1109/11+. Concur provided escort can 
he made available. (A.C.N.3(,H} 1021B/5).
R.A.M.*s 1109/1+. Concur. R.A.D. is requested 
to provide an additional destroyer. (C. in C. 
H.P". 1851B/5).

A.M. 1821B/.5. Concur. (R.A.M. 1125B/5).
Your 1321B/3. Concur. (C. in C. H.P. 1200B/5 to 
Adty.).

Belgian Trawler 0.265 reports that at 1000/1+ 
when trawling 8=1/2 miles S.E. Berry Head 
an explosion occurred in the trawl. Vessel was 
lifted and covered with sand and water and a 
column of water 80 feet high thrown up. No 
damage to vessel or crew. (N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 
121+5/5).

Owing to suspected presence of mines movement of 
vessels in the river Usk Newport above a line 
joining Pifoot Point and End of East Pier at 
South Dock entrance is prohibited. (p.O.I.C. 
Cardiff 1552B/5).

At 1506B/5 /7, one Red Mine exploded by Sweeper 
as follows.(P.0.1.C. Milford Haven 171+J>/5).

The following three mines exploded today. One 
by Sweeper and two self detonated. Details. 
(P.0. Humber 1810B/5)*
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HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence.

One light cruiser remains in Oslo "but second 
vessel had apparently left Horten. Estimated 
photographs Oslo, Horten, Moss Frederikstad. 
(Pitreavie 1715/5)-
Photographs taken at 11+00/5 show EMDEN has 
arrived from Horten since 1/7 and is berthed near 
LEIPZIG which is still present. Turnover of 
merchant shipping continues. 10 M / V ’s over 20 0 ’ 
including 5 over 1+00' having arrived since 1/7 
and 7 M/V’s over 200' having cleared. Fornebu 
A/D activity of transport A/C normal. (P.R.U.
Wick 2100/5).

Qo-operation with Russia.

Russian wishes and intentions. (Military Mission, 
Moscow 2000/5 to WarOffice) See Operations 
Volume _

Shipping and Gonvoys.

If WESTOOTT and ST. ALBANS have sufficient fuel 
to stay with Oonvoy until 08° 0 0 ’ W. then 
7/ESTCOTT is to detach ST. ALBANS to join AZALEA. 
If not WESTGOTT detail one corvette. AZALEA 
remain with Convoy then fuel at Londonderry.
(G. in G. W.A. 0809B/5 to WESTCOTT, etc.).

W.S.10. Following vessels are intended. (D.S.1 . 0211B/5).
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 
North Atlantic.
Departure 2210/4 FURIOUS, LANCE, LEGION escorting 
SCYTHIA, CAMERONIA in accordance with my 1022A/3. 
Local escort WISHART until prudent limit of 
endurance, 0115/5 HERMIONE, FURY escorting 
until arrival position (C).
(F.O.C.N.A. 0130A/5 to Admty.)
Admty. 2337B/4. My P.C. ana S. at 0130Z/5,
035° 58’ 006° 16’ 270° 14 knots. E.T.A. R/V
2300Z/8. Request confirmation position of 
R/V and Convoy.
(FURIOUS, 0231A/5 to Admty.)
Intend HERMIONE shall return Gibraltar when 
EDINBURGH joins FURIOUS and convoy.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1142A/5 to Admty.)
Your 1222A/4. After EDINBURGH has joined 
FURIOUS, HSRMIONE to proceed to patrol ordered 
in A.T. 1308/1, remain there 48 hours then 
proceed Gibraltar.
(Admty. 1525B/5 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Comply with Admty 1525B/5. Aircraft will 
carry out cross over patrol approx, between 
39° N. and 40° N. on meridian 16° W. on 6/7 as 
follows. No air escort available for FURIOUS 
and convoy on 6th.
(F.O.C.N.A., 2108A/5 to HERMIONE.)

My 1036A/2. Leaves patrol 2000A/6. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0908A/5 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

Left Barcelona 2nd for Marseilles. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0938A/5 to S/M 0.23.)

Following received from N.A. Madrid, addressed 
V.A.C.N.A:- "Huelva reports Spanish GAYARRE 
arrived 27/6 to load 5,000 tons Pyrites for 
Bilbao or Pasajes in German interest. Consul 
believes destination probably port in occupied 
France. Appears certain ultimate destination 
of cargo is Germany 1825/3" (ends). Although 
this ship will probably come under heading of a 
coasting vessel do you wish any action taken? 
(C.C.S.O. Gib., 1505/5 to Admty.)
N.A. Madrid’s 1825/3. Desirable that GAYARRE 
should be intercepted and sent to Gibraltar. 
(Admty. 1936B/5 to F.O.C.N.A.)

My 1506A/3. Delayed about 48 hours. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1508A/5 to C. in C. Med.)

/Ponta
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic - Conta.

Ponta
Delgaaa.

One destroyer will he calling 6/7 for fuel. 
Request supply may be expedited.
(D.O.D.(F) 1533B/5 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada.)

Suspicious 
trawlers, 
Ushant.

Reported by our forces that two fishing ttawlers 
flying Spanish flag one fitted W.T. sighted off 
Ushant. Believed to have been seen previously. 
Can you identify?
(D.N.I., 1601B/5 to N.A. Madrid.)

French
Convoys

1430/4 unidentified French Armed Trawler, French 
Ships GABRIEL GUIST* HAU.PARAME,SAINTE MAXIME, 
course 160° 7 knots 180° St. Vincent 5 miles. 
1242/5, French minesweeper ENGAGEANTE French 
ships BENTY,KAKOULIMA,both laden east bound. 
(S.O.I. Gib., 1803A/5 to Admty., C. in C. Med.)

GRO U IN -DU -CO U 
(French 
Trawler).

Sent in under armed guard by Western Patrol 
Trawler on passage Casablanca to La Palliee via 
Lisbon to Fish. Crew of 16 friendly disposed. 
Vessel detained pending instructions.
(C.C.S.O. Gib., 1810/5 to Admty.)

NYASSA Your 2016/4 Portuguese naval authorities would 
much appreciate release as soon as possible. 
Due to leave Lisbon with battalion of troops 
10/7.
(N.A. Lisbon, 2241/5 to F.O.C.N.A.)

REPULSE 
& Force H.

S.O. Force H. 2256A/5 see Operations Volume.

Enemy A/C By D/F at 2050B/5. Enemy aircraft in 36° N. to 
37° N. 10° W. to 11° W. possibly making sighting 
report.
(D.D.I.C. 2256B/5 to F.O.C.N.A., FURIOUS, LANCE, 
LEGION, HERMIONE, FURY.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 
South Atlantic.
My 1935N/28/6. Believed that BABITONGA met 
raider also on 4/5 approx., position of ship 
from Chief Engineer's Log on 3/5 was 27° 31' S.
17 4 7’ w. no position is given for following
day nor until 28/5.
(C. in 0. S.A., 0003N/5, to Adrnty.)

From 0001Z/9 EAGLE, ALCANTARA, and DUNEDIN, will 
form Force Z. Instructions re signals.
EAGLE is acting S.O. Force Z.
(C. in C .S.A., 0331N/5 to Aamty. etc.)

(F.O.C.N.A., 0938/5) See Mediterranean.

Passenger in URUGUAY reports information 
received at Rio ae Janeiro indirectly from 
Officer in German HERMES (A) HERMES made 
part of outward voyage in British Convoy 
(B) Although arrived Rio ae Janeiro 10/4 all 
of motorcar cargo not unloaded by 18/6, yet 
ship was loading many barrel fuel oil. 
(S.O.I. Jamaica, 1113R/5, to Admty. etc.)

Your 1719B/26.
1. Following extract from British Admiralty 
Delegate Washington's meter signal 2030/R/27 
(begins) Dakar June 26th Boa reports from 
Conakry,State CRITON recently captured by us 
was sighted by French planes or by a small 
French ship and after refusing to stop was 
sunk. Crew is at Conakry(ends.)
2. Following extract of intelligence received 
by telegram from Searcies by Colonial Secretariat 
Freetown (begins) 24 of crew of CRITON believed 
rescued from sea by French taken to Conakry 
ends. ESPERANCE BAY reports CRITON was not 
able to maintain speed of convoy at 1230/20/6 
Commodore ordered her to return to Freetown. 
ESPERANCE BAY gave her position 009* 41* North 
015°17’West at 1300/20. Sunk ship was not 
definitely identified as CRITON by BRILLIANT
or aircraft but what could be seen confirmed 
probability.
(C. in C. S.A., 1549N/5 to Aaty.)

My 1313R/4 ULOWAY MARU now asking for 200 tons 
Amir, 80 tons Talara. American Embassy requests
we do not supply at Amir. Ships agents state Japanese vessels ordered straight home.
(S.O.I. Callao, 1635R/5 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

/CANTON
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic - Conta.
On relief by ESPERANCE BAY proceed to patrol 
in H .(?33) D and H 34 C. (?Enemy M/Vs.) left 
or leaving S. American Ports may pass this 
area.
(C. in C. S.A., 2041N/5 to CANTON.)

Your 2159/2/7 to S.O.(l) Freetown aecypherea 
5/7. Movements of ships in ana out Takoraai 
started on 28/6 to relieve congestion and 
those outside for Freetown were sailed. Ships 
were swept in and out and from the movements 
took place daily. Position on 2/7 7 ships 
entered 8 left 6 outside. On 3/7 one ship 
was outside. On 4/7 port was opened to 
traffic from all ports.
(C. in C. S.A.,2121N/5 to Aaty.)

My 2053/30. VILLE DE TAMATAVE arrived Freetown 
noon 5/7. Ship bound from Reunion and 
Madagascan ports to Dakar, Casablanca and 
Marseilles (cargo). Attitude of all on board 
friendly but pro Petain. No attempt made to 
scuttle. Captain refused to navigate but 
kept engineers at work.
(C. in C. S.A., 2131N/5 to Aaty.)

S.O.(l) Freetown 1740/2/7. Hudson aircraft 
carried out reconnaissance over Bissau on 
24/6, nothing seen. I doubt accuracy of 
original report.
(C. in C. S.A., 2157N/5 to Aaty.)

Mediterranean.
Syria. 2 cruisers bombarding in preparation 
for offensive. French M/V SAINT DIDIER 
intercepted by a/C in Turkish Territorial 
waters off Cape Kbeliaonia at 0945 steering 
eastwards. Full reports of subsequent attack 
not yet available but ship believed sunk. 
Yugo-Slav M.T.Bs. DURMITOR and KAJMAKXIAN now 
operating from Haifa.
(C. in C. Med., 0113C/5 to Aamty.)

2 Destroyers 1 merchant vessel 35° 02’ 11° 52’. 
(Malta W/T, 0520/5.)
My 0525 (Enemy Course and Speed are) 150° 10 
knots.
(A/C, C, 2 Sqan. 0624/5 to Halfar.)

/s u l l b e r g___
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Conta.

Left Barcelona 2/7 for Marseilles. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0938A/5 to S/M 0.23.)

Reported due to leave Toulon 2/7 for Syria 
loaded with troops and material. (Description) 
(Capt. S.I., 1121C/5 and 1709C/5 to S/Ms. on 
Patrol.)

Operational Summary No.390 up to 1200/5/7/1941. 
Cyprus, 4/7, Vichy Ship SAINT DIDIER located 
off Cape Kheliaonia and twice attacked without 
success "by Swordfish. 4 Albacores finally 
torpedoed and sank ship in Aaalia Harbour.
5 enemy raids on Cyprus during the day of 
which 3 on Famagusta Harbour. Two on Nicosia 
Aerodrome. Wharf and Customs House hit Fama
gusta but no damage to shipping and no 
casualties. No damage and casualties Nicosia. 
11 Hurricane Sorties unable to intercept.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E* 1127/5.) e/s» to* h

My 1047C/30, STROMBO awaiting sailing orders 
hourly..
(S.O.I. Istanbul, 1206C/5.)

French ST. DIDIER was located at 0845/4 6 
miles west of Cape Kheliaonia. T/B attacks 
during the day were unsuccessful until attack by 
4 Albacore at about 1800 which scored 2 hits 
on ship in Adalia Harbour where she sank. 
Incident will evidently give rise to protest 
by Turks, but only hope of stopping French 
ships from coast hopping through Turkish waters 
to Syria is to deal with them whether they 
enter such waters or not. The recent illegal 
Turkish act in allowing the 2 Italian naval 
tankers URANO and TARVISIO to pass through 
Dardanelles might serve as a counterbalance to 
this episode.
(C. in C. Med., 1215C/5 to Aamty.)

Jso, utM jz + j r  ■

Leave patrol p.m./6 by reverse of outward 
route to arrive off Marsamxett 0630B/8.
(S.O.(S) Malta, 1225B/5 to UPHOLDER.)

My 1226C/4. ROVER is now to sail on 7/7. 
Advance all dates 2 days.
(C. in C. Med., 1241C/5 to N.O.I.C. Port Said 
etc.)

HYACINTH
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean - Conta.
My 1900/4 ana my 1053/5 (N.T. in W.R.)
HYACINTH refloated by PEONY and SALVIA at 
1030. Only damage beside A/S gear seems to 
be setting up by l£ inches of 2 frames under 
No. 2 boiler. Making no water in spite of 3 
very near misses by large bombs. Intend
sailing her as soon as stores re-embarked 
direct for point 30 miles V/. of Haifa (? 
Searched Channel).
(N.O.I.C. Famagusta, 1315C/5 to C. in C. Med.) 
N.O.I.C. Cyprus 1315/5. N.O.I.C. Haifa is to 
arrange escort for HYACINTH to Haifa and report 
on her seaworthiness. Fleet Tug ST. ISSEY is 
to return to Port Said.
(C. in C. Med., 2255C/5, to N.O.I.C. Haifa, 
etc.)

C.S.R. Malta to 1600 hours 5/7. Night 4/5,
4 alarms about 7 enemy aircraft operated 
singly at 1600 feet. Bombs Hamrun Air Park, 
casualties. No service casualties or damage 
in other areas.
(H.CJ. R.A.F. Malta, 1716/5.)

Will not be available for refit on date 
arranged.
(D.O.D.(F) 1728B/5 to B.A.R.M.)

My 1215/5. Appears SAINT DIDIER was lying in 
roads (? East) Adalia Harbour, had her name 
and French marking badly painted out and was 
flying Turkish colours. one torpedo missed 
target and struck wharf sinking 2 fishing boats, 
may therefore have been casualties to local 
inhabitants,
(C. in C. Med., 1931C/5 to Admty.)

il~* i - «*-fc—.» ji.
Night 4/5, 4 Wellingtons bombed Michele, Derna 
and Benghazi. 5 Wellingtons bombed Beirut 
causing large explosions and fires at Mourge 
D ’Algue.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 2225/5.)

/0UED YQUEM
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FOREION STATIONS.
Mediterranean - Contd.
Is en route for Syria loaded troops and stores. 
(Description).
(Capt. S .1., 2245B/5, to Greek S/Ms.)

Syria. F.A.A. aircraft on recco attacked 
armed Trawler in Castelorizzo Harbour on 3/7. 
Torpedo missed but hit and sank a yacht and 
fishing vessels.
HYACINTH grounded 4 miles South of Famagusta 
on 1/7 and refloated by PEONY 5/7 now proceeding 
Haifa. She was attacked p.m./4 by torpedo 
and bombing aircraft without success.
Shipping in Famagusta also attacked by three 
or four aircraft.
Y/estern Desert. My 2241/3, U-boat not 
considered sunk. Heavy dive bombing attack 
on ̂ obruk p.m./4 without naval damage. 3 
aircraft certain and 1 probable shot down.
Both MIRANDA and ANTIKIfA have unloaded and 
sailed.
Alexandria. BENCRUACHAN sunk outside harbour 
entrance whilst entering at 1730/5 235° 6 
cables from outer breakwater light, presumed 
mine.
(C. in C. Med., 2259C/5 to Aamty.)

East Indies.
MAREEBA is considerably overdue at Colombo 
from Java via Malacca Straits. She was 
spoken by DURBAN in 008° 30* N. 089° 02’ E. 
at 2310Z/25/6. Her course was then 240° 
Reouest enquiry at minor ports.
(C. in C. E.I., 0450Z/5 to F.O.C.R.I.N.)

Convoy B.P.9. 7 personnel ships, will leave 
Bombay for Basra on 10/7. KANIMBLA is to 
escort B.P.9 to 060° E. and then return to 
Bombay for quarterly overhaul of machinery. 
(C. in C. E.I., 0814Z/5 to Care. R.I.N. etc.)

China.
Might be advantageous if Jouan or other 
representative of Decoux were in Singapore at 
time Japanese take action. Request you will 
try and arrange such a visit.
(V.C.N.S. 0010B/5 to C. in C. China.)

/TINLEY
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%From C.in C. B;ast Indies, Date 11.7.41. 
Reed.0447

INTER SERVICE X (BY CABLE).
Addressed Admiralty Repeated F.C.C.R.I.N, Armindia 

Middle Hast.
ilOTWT,

446. Most Secret. (1) Follov/ing received from 
Mr. A.C. Embrechts in interview with S.O.(i) Colombo.
Embrechts is Belgian and has spent six years in Teheran 
in International Standard Electrical Corporation and 
employed since June 1940 in Belgian Legation. He 
appeared reliable, of considerable ability and loyal to 
allies. I have no reason to doubt hisword as almost 
all he said has appeared in Intelligence reports from 
time to time.
2. Begins. (A) German hold on communication system in 
Iran is complete and when trouble begins it will be 
impossible for us to obtain any information whatsoever from 
that country. (li) About 2000(2000) Germans of Military age now 
in the country and highly organised for fifth column 
activities and sabotage (C) German propaganda supreme.
(D) Food shortage in country is acute and starvation in the 
villages is rife. This will lead to great difficulties 
should we ever decide to take over an area such as the 
oil fields where there are no reserve stocks and distribution 
is difficult. He suggest stocks be built up now in 
properties of Anglo Iranian Oil Company. (E) Serious 
disorders shortly are inevitable,
3. He was most emphatic in attributing this serious state 
of affairs to lack of energy and leadership of senior 
British Officials which in turn affects the efficiency
of Junior Officials. He also stressed his opinion that 
there existed a lack of co-ordination between the different 
British Authorities in this area generally who he feels 
fail to realise the seriousness of the danger confronting 
them. Most foreigners especially from German occupied 
territories he says are sitting on the fence waiting in vain 
for a British lead.4. How much truth there is in these opinions I am unable 
to judge but it is interesting to have the view of a 
foreigner who has been for some six years in close touch 
v/ith the Official and Commercial communities and is 
obviously a staunch supporter of the Allico. cause.

06562/5. . xAdvance Copy Duty Capt.D.O.D.(F),D.D,I.C,
Ed. of M.

Fart 6 and final not yet received.
Referred to in C.in C. East Indies 1940/0.

1st Lord,
1st S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.II.S. (F) 
U.A.lst S.L. 
D.O.D.(F). D.D.O.D.(F) 
D. IT. 1.(4).D.of P.(2). 
Duty Capt.
v  p <3̂
lid,* of !i.(3) and. for War Office.
I . P , ( 2 ) .
D.D.I.G.
Y7.D.F.I.D.TO. Pay Cdr. Wilson.
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 
China - Conta.

TINLEY
Japanese
Ship.

British S.S. TINLEY reports having been stopped 
between Hong Kong and Macao outside British 
Territorial waters on 28/6 and 3/7 by same 

0b Japanese Warship. Details.
(Care. Hong Kong, 0309Z/5 to C. in C. China.)

KULMERLAND
HAVENSTEIN
URSULA
RICKMERS

Yokohama arrival 29/6 an unidentified German 
Ship similar to KULMERLAND. Kobe present
1/7 a new German Unit, (details) unable to 
identify. Some activity among German ships, 
Chinese crews have arrived. Dairen, HAVENSTEIN 
has been manned by Chinese crew, URSULA RICKMERS 
will also take Chinese crew, believe both 
ships will sail to Japan under Japanese flag in 
near future with cargo consigned to Germany. 
(Capt. O.S. Singapore, 0313Z/5.)

America and West Indies.
T.S.R's. for Your 1735/18/6. T.S.R. aircraft will be 
C.A.M. Ships employed for convoy protection and as hunting 

groups for rounding up raiders and supply 
ships. 12 carriers have been asked for 
capable of carrying T.S.R.*s or fighters. 
Intention is that 6 should carry fighters remain
ing 6 T.S.R.’s. The T.S.R. aircraft are 
required for 3 of the ships now being converted 
in America and 3 of the remaining 6 asked for. 
(Head of Air Branch, 0027B/5 to Brit. Naval 
Delegation, Washington.)

St, John’s Strength of force, staff, stores, etc.
N.F. (Ha. of M. 0225B/5 to N.O.I.C. St. John’s.)

See Lion Copy.

HERMES (German) (S.O.I. Jamaica, 1113R/5 ro Aamty. etc.) 
See South Atlantic.

Swordfish Aamty. 1901B/3. Arrangements made for TUDOR
for MALAYA PRINCE due to leave Trinidad 6/7 to bring

Swordfish A/C to Bermuda, for MALAYA.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1153Q/5 to Aamty.)
Approved. (D.N.A.D. 1944B/7.)

/Latvian Ships....
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E.1'T. Delegation Washington 34.
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Bate: 5.7.41.

___  ________ ITava.1 Chy.Ixei'’ (A png)___________________________

From Admiralty.

b t ’ortatit..

Refer, nee Admiralty messages I! 539® of 23rd llayk 154013 o f 
23rd* Hoy, 14013 o f 3rd jur.e, 01233 o f 29th Juno, carl 22153 of 
2nd July, not a l l  repeated to a l l  addressees o f present message.

2. pron la test dispositions Admiralty estimate that 
to ta l Naval force working fron St,Johns w ill be 3+ destroyers 
o f which, about 11 would be away re fitt in g , 16 at sea. and 7 
in  harbour at any one. tine.

3? Tlxere w ill also be, fo r the present, one Depot Ship, one 
Store ship, one O iler.

l i *  Ad 5laxity intend that fa c ilit ie s  at St,Johns should be 
planned to provido fo r this Force and to allow fo r withdrawal 
o f Depot ship and Store Ship, which is  not however a mabtor 
o f groat urgency under present F leet dispositions.

5. Requirements o f abovo Force arc estimated to be 
substantially equivalent to those outlined in  19403 of 
2ird Hay, subject to following notes:-

6. Base s ta ff and accocmodution required fo r i t  w ill depend upon 
administrative arrangements for Base fo r whichA R.C.IT. is  now 
to bo responsible. Necessary shore accommodation would no doubt 
be provided in  existing buildings as fa r as practicable. Admiralty, 
however, in vite  attention to the organi.sation fo r pay accounts and 
suppler services given in  Message 19013 o f 26th June, which they 
understand are acccntable.

7. Arr-merit S tores.

Admiralty now estimate following buildings w ill be required to bouse 
(a ) reserve ammunition and (b ) depth charges:-

(a ,).. 6 0®o(l



-  2 -

(a ) /.munition (5 inch U.S.A* and below)
'j t^xGdlngs o f approx* dimensions 35 f t .  x 20 f t .  
spaced 75 y.u.x’a apart i f  traversed, and 150 ytuxic 
traversed*

x 10 f t .  
i f  not

(b) Depth Cher."ob,
T t a B .u g » 'o f  similar sine butspaced 160 yards apart i f  
traversed, and 320 v&pds an art ai not traversed# ** margin has 
been allowed to cover possib ility of increased reserves later. 
Suggest also that one laboratory room be provided for broken 
seal examination and minor • r e p a ir  work and ouch adrainist'rat: 
ku il& iiiga  as iaay.be uoocssaryo

8, I.led teal Stores*

vi.jocTn~o w ill  be recurred for issue to rhMv Chips, Gst?jriaoc.d 
storage spa.ee 3,000 square feet, to include provatd.cn ox a 
refrigerator fo r storing sera and vaoo_n.esa

0225B/5.
Head of M ilitary Broncho 

Approved A, Ou No So (H;

l 3t  Lor do 
1st S oLj 
2nd ojLo 
Controller 
Vice Controller 
Vth SeLci
5*..h r»cxjo
V. C.N,S,
A, G.N. 3c (H)
A*G,N, 3. (?) 
/fC,N*S*!.i1)(2 ) 
C iv il Box’d, 
Controller 11.3,3. 
Sec,
Nav* Gee*
N. A, 1st 3.1,. 
P.A*S.(s) 
P*xU3,(P)
P.A.3» IN) 
P.A,3,(IVE)
Do of P*( 2) 
D,NoIo(4)
D* of Ls D. ( 2)
Ops, (k)
O. D.-C5)
D.T.D.O+)
d , t , d , ( h )
D,T#D.-(o)
D.A/S.U.
D* N* Ao D»

D, i t  3*
D*M» S. Basement. 
B» 3t D*» { a)
E . in  Co 
D* o f 3.
D. o f N.
Ds ? * i, l.
EoP. 3.

0. I.C<2) 
D.S.B. 9*

C. Eo in C. )
D, o f Sc )
D. of V, )
D. A, 3. (3) )
Under Sec. ) Bath
P, )
K.F. )
S.T7. 3. )

B.Mt g,R*
iJ* (56) fo r B-0. 0.0, W.C.O. A ir Ministry, 

Min, of Wav Transport, H,0. for 
Canada (12 for Mo37) (Mc.0%06/11) 

Admiral Bailey,
D»tl?e Co
No At 2nd S.L. (2 )

P* Ds. G-.
Air Eranch 
K»
C. V. (2 )
P.M.
E. Branch 
N. A. S, (10)
M. F.
Dep. Controller (3) )
D. o f D*(a) )
E. in Cs ) Bath,
D.N.E. )
D .E .E .(3 ) )



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Latvian Ships.

DERBYSHIRE.

VAN KINSBERGEN

BARFLEUR. 
FORT DE 

FRANCE.

Suspicious 
Portuguese 
Trawlers. ”

C.I.P.
(French)

Daily .position 
signal.

5.7.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

93

America and West Indies. - Contd.

Your 1932Q/3. Latvian S.S. EVERALDA should he 
permitted to sail unless you have reason to 
suspect Master intends to abandon American 
coastal trade and make for an Axis-controlled 
port. Pending further developments other 
Latvian, Estonian and Lithuanian ships should 
he similarly treated. (A.C.N.S.(T)"l251B/5 
to C. in C.A.W.I.)

My 1543P/4. Intention was to use DERBYSHIRE 
for transport of personnel to Trinidad. In 
view of Capt. Egerton and other officers for your 
base being delayed at Halifax in DutchPa 'AELKERK 
by engine repairs,propose if you concur sail 
DERBYSHIRE direct for Freetown with these 
officers. (R.A.3 1446Z/5 to C. in C.S.A.)

F W S  fZr /. K t = ( i K

Your 1241Q/2. Boiler cleaning should be done 
in U.K. , destination of VAN KINSBERGEN will be 
Holyhead. (A.C.N.S.(F) 1523B/5 to C. in C.A.W. I.)

My 1142Q/2 and N.A. Rio de Janeiro 1611Z/2. 
Request early confirmation that voyage is 
approved and that future approved voyages will 
be notified before ships sail. (C. in C.A.W.I. 
1542Q/5 t o Admty. )

AUSONIA reports suspicious behaviour of 
Portuguese motor trawlers off Great Banks in 
approx. 046° 34' N. 050° 15’ W. SANTA 
PRINCEZA, 1189 tons, appeared heavily overmanned 
and exceptionally deeply laden on 24/6. Suggest 
possibility of supply ship. (N.O.I.C. Iceland, 
1547/5 to Admty.)

i.y 1447Z/7/4^ Sailed H ouston 4/7 for Saint 
Thomas, W.I., with 4,625 of bunker C. and for 
Martinique with 1,450 tons each B. and C. 
(iT.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1621Z/5 to Admty.)

Commencing 7/7 a daily signal indicating the 
position at 2000Z of ships within 300 miles of 
the Atlantic Coast of Canada and Newfoundland 
will be broadcast on 105 k/cs per second by 
V.A.S. LOUISBERG at 1800Z. (C.O.A.C. 1941Z/5.)
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Ships Attacked.

Congratulations to Masters and crews on their 
fine achievement in "bringing their ships safely 
to port after "being torpedoed. (A.C.N.S. (T) 
Approved 1st Lord 0011B/5 to F.O.I.C’s Greenock, 
Belfast.,)

ANSELM torpedoed "by S/M in estimated position 
044° 20’ N. 028° 20’ W. at Q440/5.^ CHALLENGER 
has 970 and STARWORT 240 survivors. Propose 
transferring whole contingent CATHAY on making 
contact with daylight 6th. This would have 
"been done 2000/5 "but not met owing low visibility. 
After transferring survivors propose acting on 
C. in C.W.As.1157/5 and 1511B/5. (CATHAY,
2300Z/5 to Admty. ) W.D. Note:- ANSELM,
British 5954 tons, was in W.S.9 B. and had 
R.A.P. personnel for Takoradi and other Service 
personnel for Middle East.

Submarines Reported.

Am over enemy submarine in 46.52 N.. 10.37. W. 
(A/C 75 Sqdn.E. 0115/5 to 19 Group.)
Enemy submarine has dived. Have lost touch, 
last seen in position (as 0115) 050° 13 knots. 
(A.C.75, 0145/5 to 19 Group.)

My 0415/5 (N.T. in V/.D.) Lysander A/C will 
co-operate in search at first light.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0441/5 to N.O.I.C. Falmouth.) 
Weather permitting one Catalina A/C will 
co-operate in search about Mid-day 5/7.
(C. in C.W.A. 0546B/5 to PERIWINKLE.)
In 047° 37' N. 019° 07' W. (b) searching vicinity 
till further orders (weather). (PERIWINKLE, 
0700B/5 to C. in C.W.A.)
Have searched area 048° 00’ N. 047° 14’ N. 018°
50’ W. 019° 20' W. in good visibility now 
searching to Northwards 30 miles front 48.06 N.19. 
18 WkW’ther (PERIWINKLE, 2300B/5 to C. in C.W.A.)

/II20
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Submarines R ep orted  -  Contd.

1120. One S/M b e a r in g  320° d is ta n ce  3 m ile s , 62 .07  II.
1 5 .1 5  W. s te e r in g  510°. (NORTHERN FOAM, 1 1 20 /5  
11 34 /5  t o  Scapa W /T .)
P roceed  w ith  a l l  d esp a tch  t o  hunt U/B re p o r te d  
by  NORTHERN FOAM. (S .O .N .T . 1135B/5 t o  NORTHERN 
PRINCESS, NORTHERN SKY.)
My 1120B/5 chased S/M on su r fa ce  unable to  
o v erta k e . S/l.I a t 1155 a t h ig h  speed s t e e r in g  
310° in  062° 20 ' N. 015° 37 ' W. (NORTHERN FOAM, 
1334B/5 t o  S . O .T .N .P .)
F o llo w in g  made t o  NORTHERN FOAM, NORTHERN SKY, 
NORTHERN PRINCESS. My 1135B /5 . I f  a l l  c o n ta c t  
l o s t  re tu rn  t o  p a t r o l .  (S .O .N .T . K irk w a ll 
1631B/5 t o  A .C .O .S .)
No c o n ta c t  s in ce  1155, r e tu rn in g  t o  p a t r o l .  
(NORTHERN FOAM, 1950B /5 t o  S .O .N .T .)

E stim ated  U/B d i s p o s i t io n s .  (D .D .I .C . 1 5 3 7 B /5 .)

S . A t l a n t i c . Your 1336N /4, y e s . Our a p p r e c ia t io n  was based  
on most p rob a b le  cou rse  o f  U .Boat w hich sank 
AUDITOR and movements o f  one o th er  U .B oat. 
(Admty. 1609B /5 t o  C. in  C .S .A .)

2 1 /6 . M aster o f  U .S . Ship LONE STAR re p o r te d  t o
N .C .S .O . T r in id a d  s ig h t in g  2 1 /6 , 1530 s h ip ’ s 
tim e, in  23° 20 ’ S. 42 ° 4 5 ' W. la r g e  ru s ty  S/M, 
one gun forw ard  o f  conn ing tow er, no v i s i b l e  
m arkings. No a tta ck  or  com m unication made.
S/M p roceed ed  s lo w ly , cou rse  70° A .1. Can you 
id e n t i fy ?  (S .O .I  Jam aica, 1621R/5 t o  S .O .I .  
M ontevideo) W.D. N o t e : -  Was B r a z i l ia n ,  see  1 5 1 4 /7 .

f. no
I

2147. At 2147. G.M .T. German Submarines b e a r in g  300°
2nd C la ss  and 290° 3rd C la s s . (F .O .C .N .A .
2247A/5 t o  IT.A. S tn . )
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Russians.
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Irish Sea.

SITUATION REPORT.

6.7.1941.
Sunday.

Home Commands.
There were indications that two E. boats were 
operating off Dungeness between 0100/6 and 
0400/6. This is the first time this year 
that E. boats have been in the Dover area.

M.T.B's operated last night between Etaples 
and Berck sur Mer.
The Russians report having sunk two German 
destroyers or torpedo boats in the Gulf of Riga today.
British Air Operations.
A strong force of Blenheims detailed to attack 
shipping in the Heligoland Bight today encountered 
and attacked an intelligence screen of trawlers 
and light craft positioned across the Bight, 
destroying 5 and damaging 2 of the enemy reporting 
ships.

Later in the day 2-3000 ton Flakships off the 
Dutch coast were attacked; one is claimed as 
destroyed and another damaged.
11 aircraft attacked Rotterdam docks last night.

Enemy Air Operations.
Convoy E.C.42 was attacked at 0130 today in clear 
bright moonlight in 53° 6’ N. 1° 26' E. and shot 
down the attacking aircraft, S.S. TETELA claiming 
this success. S.S. NORTH DEVON was damaged.

A/P Trawler JENNIFER was bombed and damaged at 
0230 off the Lincolnshire coast by 4 aircraft 
and was beached at Trustt/horpe. F.&S33 was 
attacked shortly after midnight 5/6 July near 
Sheringham Buoy: Swedish S.S. BIRGITTA wasdamaged. It is reported that H.M.T. TARTAN hit 
and probably brought down an A/C which attacked 
her at 0230 at Humber L.V.
Convoy F.N*89 was bombed at 2044 25 miles N.E. 
of Cromer. No damage is reported.

wr> Steam Trawler 4.B was 
Govans Lightship at 2306. attacked near St.
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Mining.
Minelaying hy enemy aircraft last night is 
suspected in the Humber, off Yarmouth, in 
the Thames Estuary and "between Strurribles Head 
and Milford Haven. HOLDERNESS was damaged hy 
a mine at midnight 5/6 July off Flarriborough 
Head. Mines were detonated today in theDumber.aircraft laid mines last night off St. 
Nazaire and 4 off Brest.

Mediterranean.
Bombs were dropped on Malta last night hy a 
few aircraft. No damage or casualties occurred.

6 aircraft attacked shipping in Palermo harbour 
this afternoon. It is reported that the 
following damage was caused:-
One 10,000 ton ship 2 hits, apparently breaking 
her hack. One 10,000 ton ship 5 hits, resulting 
in fire, explosions and dense volumes of smoke. 
One 8000 ton, one 5000 ton, one 2000 ton ship 
hit and one 3000 ton ship hit with incendiaries. 
Later P.R.U. R/C showed one 10,000 ton ship and 2 
smaller vessels to have sunk.
Four"U,class submarines are to carry out special 
operations which are reported hy Comdr.(S) 1 
today.

Tug C.307 shot down her second aircraft in an 
air raid on Tobruk at 0945 today.

About 6 enemy aircraft raided the Canal area 
between 0040 and 0400C today. Bombs and mines 
were dropped on shore, but no mines fell in the 
Canal. No damage or casualties were caused. 
PASS OF BALMAHA was slightly damaged by a near 
miss.

A Beaufighter today attacked and damaged with 
cannon gun a 2000 ton French merchant ship 
10 miles East of Rhodes.

/Palestine ....
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Effective Naval support was given today to the 
Army in its advance on Damur, though cloud and 
mist rendered observation of fire difficult.

China.
In order to reduce the volume of shipping in 
the South Atlantic arrangements have been made 
for a number of ships in the Par Eastern trade 
to proceed in future via Panama instead of the 
Cape.

America and West Indies.
Bermuda has ceased to be a convoy assembly 
port.
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Policy.
Your 1230B/2+. Arrangements are being made to 
equip JUPITER and NESTOR with two Oerlikons each 
when at Clyde. HEYTHROP will also he fitted 
before departure. NESTOR to have positions 
prepared while at Clyde. (D.T.S.D. 0912B/6 to 
R.A.D. H.P).

Your 1558/5. Ships will operate as one force 
when lent to other commands, as far as practicable. 
-The operation of the four ships of i+th D.F. 
since 30/5 has been as follows. Details.
(2) From these records it appears that in the 
last 38 days COSSACK and SIKH have spent 23 days 
on Convoy work, MAORI 20 days and ZULU 7 days, 
this is somewhat less that the average of W.A. 
escort Groups. All ships which have been 
serviceable have operated together.
(3) As COSSACK and SIKH are boiler cleaning and 
ZULU is refitting, MAORI is the only packet at 
sea, and this is the only occasion on which a 
part of the 1+th D.F. has been at sea without D.4 
being in command. (C. in C. W. A. li+28B/6 to
C. in C. Plymouth.;

On completion boats of 108th M.L. Flotilla are 
to assemble on Clyde where they may be used for 
A/S patrols until an opportunity occurs for 
shipment abroad but no delay in their release 
can be accepted. (D. of L.D. I8OI4.B/6).

Intercepted French ships are to be routed into 
port or to join convoy with due regard to 
possibility of recapture especially if they have 
broken W/T silence.
(ii) Ship is to be sunk if engine sabotaged or 
is to be scuttled and usual distress signal made 
if recapture imminent when under armed guard.
(iii) Authority to sink is dependent on passenger, 
crew and ship’s papers having been removed or 
their safety assured in accordance with Inter
national Law. (F.O.C.N.P. 2230B/6 to Western 
Patrol).
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Movements.
Your 2300Z/5. Concur in your continuing to 
Freetown with all troops. If water situation 
makes this impossible arrange by W/T with Capt.
D (8) in FAULKNOR, who arrives Ponta Delgada 
1030B/6 for fuel, to escort you to join FURIOUS 
in m °  N. 22° 15' W. at 1000Z/7 and return with 
her to U.K. Report your intentions. (A.C.N.S. F. 
0810B/6 to CATHAY).
My 0930Z/6. When LAVENDER rejoins me CHALLENGER, 
STARWORT, PETUNIA proceed PQnta Delgada to fuel 
arriving a.m. 8th. PETUNIA then proceeds as in 
C. in C. W.A. 1157/5"-^Si&LLENGER with STARWORT 
to proceed independently routed by F.O.C.N.A. 
STARWORT'S asdic broken down and CHALLENGER 
maximum speed 12^ knots. Y/ater situation 
satisfactory. MORETON BAY not required.
(CATHAY 0955Z/6).
A.M. 0810B/6. MORETON BAY can be sent to join 
you if this would assist continuing to Freetown. 
(A.C.N.S. (F) 0956B/6 to CATHAY).

SHERWOOD arrived. Intend sailing her independently 
for Clyde as soon as possible. Large numbers of 
steam leaks and failure of one evaporator produces 
loss of feed water of 20 tons per day. (N.O.I.C. 
Iceland 1057B/6).

Admiralty’s 1529/21. No destroyer escort to 
Iceland can be provided for the present. 
(A.C.O.S. 1145B/6).

C.S. 10 in NIGERIA with BEDOUIN, PUNJABI, TARTAR, 
ECLIPSE, CURACOA. (A.C.O.S. 1330/6).

When OTTAWA and escort from Iceland join, 
INTREPID and ANTELOPE are to return to Scapa. 
HEATHER is to return direct to Holyhead. MIMOSA 
is to proceed Halifax with convoy. (C. in C.
W.A. 2312B/6).

Operations.
Patrol in Bay of Biscay South zone South of 
Lat. 01+6° N. (F.O.S. 1031B/6 to SEALION).

Following signals from F.O.S. which established 
numbered positions in Bay of Biscay are cancelled 
2012+/22/3. 1236/27/3. 1736/29/3. (P.O.S.
1228B/6).
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Fighter
Protection.

Patrol.

Convoy F.S.

BIfiGITTA
(Swedish,
1563 Tons}, 
damaged.

Convoy
4 2.

NORTH DEVON 
(British. 
5658 Tons) 
damaged.

SNAEFELL 
(Paddle 
Minesweeper) 
sunk.

JENNIFER 
damaged7

Convoy 
* Casing1.

HOME COMMANDS.

British Air Activity.

"Intend to sail" signals for Convoys between 
Flamouth and Dartmouth will, as a trial, be 
taken as automatic requests for Fighter Protection 
-Such signals to be in following form. (C. in C. 
Plymouth 1108/6); See Lion Copy.

Thre.fuairpraft with torpedoes now carrying 
out SgAWD patrol. (C. in C. Rosyth 1 1+1+6/6).
My 11+14.6/6. Nothing sighted. (C. in C. Rosyth 
1919/6).

Enemy Air Activity.

Shortly after midnight 5/6 in 53° 3'If. 1° 19' E. 
3 miles South of Sheringham Buoy BIRGITTA was 
damaged. Has been towed to Yarmouth by BASSET 
and Tug RICHARD LEE BARBER. Casualties not yet 
reported. (HOLDERNESS 0037/6). (C. in C. Nore 
011+1B/6 to BASSET) (F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 0320B/6). . 
(C. in C. Nore 1211+B/6).

Damaged by near misses shortly after midnight 
5/6 near 57A. Buoy. Arrived in Humber in tow 
of Tugs KROOMAN and DIVERSION at 1500/6. 10
survivors landed Lowestoft by M.L. 193, and 3 
at Humber by MEYNELL. 5 dead. One Aircraft 
brought down 0130. S.S. TETELA claims this 
success. (EGLINTON 011+5B/6, 121+1+3/6) (F.O.I.C. 
Yarmouth 021+0B/6). (MEYNELL 0251+B/6, 0517B/6, 
0920/6) (C. in C. Nore 1211+3/6, 1239/6).
(F.O. Humber 1515B/6, 2207B/6).

Bombed and sunk by enemy aircraft at about 2555/5 
near 20 A buoy. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 0535/6).

(A/P Trawler). Attacked by enemy aircraft at 
0250 today. Aircraft dropped four bombs at least, 
one of which hit her. Ship was beached at 
Trustthorpe. Chief Engineer missing, remainder 
of crew safe. (F.O. Humber 0859B/6).

Enemy bombing ’Casing’ 52° 57’ N. 2° E. 
(VERSATILE 201+1+/6).
My 201+1+. No attack developed 2 enemy aircraft 
turned back by A/A fire. (VERSATILE 211+0B/6).

Attacked by Enemy Aircraft S.E. St. Govans 
Lightship. (Nore W/T 2306/6).
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SECRET, POSTAGRAli,
ll03/6th July,

IN,

From Commandor-in-Chief 
Plymouth,

Date. 0.7.U1 

Reed, 1130,

Addressed F.O.1.G, Falmouth, N .O .I.C . Dartmouth
repeated Admiralty, C. in C, Western Approaches, C. in C, 
Portsmouth, P .0 ,1 .C . M ilfo rd  Haven, Pa0oI o0, C a rd iff ,

2, The •'Intend'1 s ign a l is  to bo made in
the fo llow ing form: -

( l )  Intend to s a i l  ( le t t e r  and number of convoy)# 
at (t im e ), (t o t a l  number of) ships,
(number of K .B 's , spued, escorts (Alpha)#  
^Beta ), (Gamma), E .T .A . R/V or sp lit t in g  
point, codo word,

( i i )  Category,

( i i i )  (Number o f) ships f o r  (name o f port) E»T,A, 
(t im e ). Name3 or numbers (from C.A,F,0 f 3 
2073A c  and 22+1/1*1).

( i v )  (Numbor o f) ships from (namo o f  p o r t )# jo in  
at R/V at (t im e ),

(v ) Special routo i f  d iffe ren t from Standard 
route,

(v i )  I f  any o f the escorts are f i t t e d  with 
V. H/F and oan koep 10 group guard 
frequency,

3. Tho standard routos fo r convoys w i l l
shortly be issued. Whon th is has been done, i t  w i l l  bo 
unnecessary to give the routo in tho ''Intend'1 s ign a l.

2300 ko/s by traw lers, unless othorwlso stated.

w i l l  be providod for catogorics I ,  I I  and I I I ,  unloss 
otherwise statod.

N,C.S,0o Dartmouth, N.C.S.O, Palmouth, rTaC.S;,0. Plymouth

it
s ign a llin g , " I

3'2s.0p i n  order to reduco 
. to s a i l ” signals fo r convoys between 
uih w i l l ,  ap  a t r i a l ,  be takon as an 
’or f igh te r  protection.

If., I t  w i l l  bo assumed that "Holp" 
signals w i l l  bo mado on 335 kc/s by dostroyors and on

5* It  can bo assumed that F ighter Escort

N.A. 1st S .L .
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S.N. 67A.

S.A.
Destroyers_ 
for East 
Coast*

LUNAN.
(Mined, 4/7).

Spurn
Point.

Warship
movements.

E-Boats
off
Dungeness.

AMBUSCADE.

Firing 
at unseen
A/c.

HOME COMMANDS.

102
6.7.1941.
Sunday >_____

Mining.
Intend to sail SCOTT for operation S.N. 67A at 
0600/7. (R.A.M. 1117B/6).

Your 1922+B/22/6. Shortest notice for V/AIRS 24 
hours, for HUNTS 48 hours. Trials are "being 
carried out to ascertain whether the latter time 
can be improved on. (C. in C. Rosyth 1254/6 to 
Adty.)

Position of Wreck. Salvage impossible. Request 
dispersal of wreck be authorised. (F.O.I.C. 
Cardiff 1634B/6).

The following four mines exploded today. Details. 
(F.O. Humber 2012B/6).

Enemy Intelligence.
Rumours of recent arrival of German Warships at 
Copenhagen from Kiel still persist even from 
good sources. Confirmation and details are 
lacking. (N.A. Stockholm 1125/6).

There are indications that two E-boats were 
operating off Dungeness between 0100 and 0400 
today. This is the first time this year that 
E-boats have been in Dover area. Request that 
convoy escorts and other vessels making the 
passage may be warned. (V.A. Dover 1314B/6).

Casualties and Defects.
Has developed leaks in main condensers. This 
will delay sailing and cancel all previous 
programmes. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 2021/6).

Shipping and Convoys.
Opening of blind fire by merchant ships on sound 
alone of aircraft overhead to be discouraged. 
Such fire may even attract enemy aircraft to a 
convoy not previously located. (C. in C. Rosyth 
1250/6 to Admty.).

/Lights
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War Diary.

Lights.

lortuguesearid
Spanish
Ports.

6.7.19U1.Sunday._____
HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys-Gontd.
Pilots of fighter aircraft escorting convoys 
after dark report R.A.F. personnel are able to 
locate convoy from light displayed. N.C.S.Os. 
to bring this to notice of masters. (C. in C. 
Rosyth, 2235/6, to N.C.S.O's, Rosyth Cmd.).

Ref. N.C.S.I. 122 para. 2 (a), in future if 
numbers warrant and sufficient escorts are in 
company, S.O. of Escort in consultation with 
Commodore of Convoy has discretion to detach an 
escort with those ships bound for Portuguese or 
Spanish ports West of Gibraltar so as to arrive off Cape St. Vincent after dark.
Importance of keeping inside territorial waters 
after being detached is to be specially 
emphasized. (A.C.N.S. (T) 2335B/6 to N.C.S.O's).



War Diary.

Ponta
Delgada_.

CARLISR.

SCYTHIA
pigeon
incident.

French
Convoy.

0 . 21 .
IMPERIALIST.

TALISMAN.
THUNDERBOLT.

Mines,
Genoa.

MOST SECRET.104

FOREIGN STATIONS.

6.7.1941.Sunday.

North Atlantic.
My 1533B/5, destroyer will arrive 10j>0B/6 and 
will also require dry provisions. (D.O.D.(F) 
0007B/6).

Seized hy French, is proceeding Dakar to Bordeaux. 
If intercepted outside territorial waters and 
unescorted she is to he sent in. (F.O.C.N.A. 
0042B/6 to N.A. Stn.).
Your 0042B/6. Request date CARLISR left Dakar, 
etc. (D.D.I.C. 1755B/6 to F.O.C.N.A.).
Your 1755B/6. Following from N.C.S.O. Lisbon 
addressed S.O.(l) Gib. Belgian CARLIER seized by 
French is proceeding from Dakar to Bordeaux with 
cargo of groundnuts. Exact date when she sailed 
not known. A.l. 1815/5 (Ends).
(F.0.0.N.A., 201+6A/6 to Admty.. ) .

Following received from FURIOUS. Pigeon 
released from SCYTHIA by unknown passenger at 
1200. Broadcast to all concerned if route is to 
be changed. 2212. (Ends). (F.O.C.N.A., 05U9A/6 
to Admty.).
Your 0549A/6. A.T. 1516B/5 altering the route 
was after the departure of pigeon. (A.O.N.S.(F) 
1552B/6 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Passings 5/7. French westward LEOPOLD-L-D, 
eastward KAKOULIMA,BENTY, both full. My 0925/5 
add French eastward SURVILLE,MONTAIGNE,GRAND- 
QUEVILLY, all full. (V.A.C.N.A., 0919A/6 to Admty. 
for M.E.W.).

Proceed through position (F) 038° 30' 011° 00* 
then in accordance with my 1408A/4. IMPERIALIST 
patrolling vicinity 038° 30%.009° U5^.tov U-boats, 
very unreliable report, fuel on 7th. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1106A/6 to 0. 21.).

Route on N.A. Station. (F.O.C.N.A., 1206A/6).

2 Spanish ships have been sunk presumably by 
mines in vicinity of Genoa between 15/6 and 27/6. 
(S.O.I. Gib. 1314A/6 to C. in C. Med.).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Freetown.
South Atlantic.
Following are only details to he given to Masters 
of vessels entering Freetown. (Freetown 1020N/6 to Adty.).

GAZCON. 
(Vichy). QUEEN OF BERMUDA is patrolling off Lohito in 

order to intercept Vichy French GAZCON expected 
to sail any time after 3/7. (C. in C. S.A., 1105N/6 to DRAGON).

Raider
Intelligence. Your 1031NA. Reply. (A.C.N.S. (F) 1247B/6 to C. in C. S.A.) See Lion Copy.

VILLE DE 
TAMATAVE. My 2131/5. Request early information action to 

he taken regarding ship and cargo. (C. in C. S.A. 151UN/6 to Admty.).

DERBYSHIRE. Your 1543/4 not received. Your 11+46/5. Concur, 
this will he of great assistance. (C. in C. S.A. 
1905N/6 to R.A.3).
R. A.3 1626/2 and 1543P/4. Proposal approved, and 
sailing date of DERBYSHIRE noted. Second ship 
should he sailed not later than 6/8. WORCESTERSHIRE 
E.T.A. Halifax approx. 9/8. Third ship shouldhe sailed when ALAUNIA is ready for service hut 
not later than 20/8.(D.O.D.(H) 2300B/6 to C. in C.S. A., R.A.3).

LIKOMBA. My 1231/1. MILFORD is to leave Lagos at 0800/7 
and proceed to patrol in vicinity of Fernando Po 
to intercept LIKOMBA should vessel leave. On 
passage to patrol area investigate about 05° 15'N. 
04° J>2' E. NEW BROOKLYN reported sighting periscope 
at 2125/725. (C. in C. S.A. 2345N/6, to MILFORD).

Enemy
m/v ._

Mediterranean.
Following has heen read, addressed A/C of N.635 
Son. from A/C on duty R. P.C. and S. of 1 M.V.
5o° 50’ N. 28° 18* E, course 070°. speed 10 knots. (Malta W/T, 0830/6 to Med. Fleet).
One enemy merchant ship should pass Castelorizo 
easthound 1500C/6. (Capt* S.l. 0931C/6 to Greek 
S/M NEREUS).

/Cyprus
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SECRET MESSAGE 1247B/ 6th July.
OUT

To: Co in C. South Atlantic. 569. Date 60 7„ 41«.

NAVAL CYPHER ( X ) R ,

J

?
«

Prom: Admiralty.
Your 1031^/40 /

(i) All Information avatlablelin Admiralty is contained in 
W.I.R. 30/5 Raider Supplement.,1 Following is extract.
Raider A. ORION-NARVIK Number possibly 41. Area of 
operations Pacific S to 12/40. Probably returned home.
Raider B, MANYO- 1IARU Number unknown, but might be 21 or 
41. Pacific 9 to 12/40. Probably returned home.
Raider C. ATLANTIS-TAMESIS'etc. Number 16. Indian Ocean
6-12/40, South Atlantic 1/41, Indian Ocean R/41, South 
Atlantic 3/41 to 6/41.
Raider D. Also NARVIK , Believed to be PARANAG'JA. Probably 
21c North Atlantic south of 40 degs N c 6/11/40, Returned 
to Brest before Xmas 1940; present whereabouts unknown. 
Raider E, VIR ex Santa Cruz Number 10. South Atlantic 
1940« Cape Verdes, Pernambuco 1941. Returned Germany April 
1941,
Raider P. PINGUIN, Number 33. Sunk by H.M.S. CORNWALL 
8.5.41..
Raider G, No.46. New raider. No other details known.
(ii) CANBERRA’S 1750/5/3 stated Captain of Prize Crew 
joined KETTY BEOVIG repeat KETTY BROVIG from No. 16 repeat 
No. 16 on 13th February. See also H.M.S. CANBERRA* s 1.805/7/3

My 1745B/28/5 and 1649B/18/6 corrected my 
1748/21/5. Until there is evidence that Rbgge has 
transferred his commandAcfcnlralty is satisfied No.15 
responsible for attacks in South Atlantic March.April and 
May.
(iii) Grading is difficult, information is either a fact 
obtained by first hand report generally after survivors have 
been rescued or a supposition which has been shewn in weekly 
reports a3 a probability or possibility* In future known 
facts will be so stated.

IU t m * w.D f-733 #
1247B/6

D.D.I.C.
(Green Line 8) 
Approved A.C.N.S. (P)

©

V.G.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (P) 
A.C.N.S. (T) (2)
N. A. 1st S.L. 
D.N.I. (4)
D.S.D. 9.O. I.C (2)
O.D. (5)
Ops. (4)
D of P. (3)

/ Given Most Secret Mir king.

D.T.D. (4) 
D.T.D. (M) 
D.T.D.(C) 
I.P. (3) 
W.D.
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Bombed.
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tombed.

PASS OP 
RALMAHA.

S/M's.
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on Suez” 
Canal.

TRIUMPH.

KIPLING.

Malta Air 
Raid.

Raid on 
Palermo 
Shipping.
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Mediterranean-Contd.
Op. Suran. No. 391. Cyprus 5/7. Famagusta Harbour 
and Nicosia aerodrome each tombed ty single Vichy 
Glenn Martin. No damage or casualties. 
Continuation My A. 882, 5/7, night 4/5 additional 
5 Wellingtons tombed Benghazi Derna El Adem and 
Bir en Ngar. (H.Q.R.A.F. M.E. 1034/6).

Sustained slight damage from near miss. Estimate 
repair complete 10/7. (D.S.T.O. Alexandria,
1053/6 to D. of S.T.).

Proposed operations. (Cdr. S.l, ll^OB/6 to 
Capt. S.l). See Mediterranean Volume.

Atout 6 enemy A/C raided Canal area in 2 waves 
tetween 0040 and 0400/6. No mines in canal. 
Traffic proceeding normal. Numter of small 
tomts dropped near east tank tetween k.m.s.
140 and 141. Five large tomts or mines exploded 
ashore tetween k.m.s. 134 and 150.4. One UX.B. 
at k.m. 151.4 and 1 UX.B. or UX.M. at k.m. 99 
clear of channel. Activity over Northern part 
Gulf Suez was slight. Not considered minelaying 
took place. (S.B.N.0. Suez Canal 1113C/6, 
1801C/6).

To remain on patrol until 12th and arrive 
Alexandria 17th. (Capt. S.l, 1215C/6 to TRIUMPH).

N.O.I.C. Port Tewfik 1205/4 KIPLING should te 
sailed for Alexandria ironediately trials are 
completed on 10/7. (C. in C. Med., 12590/6 to 
S.B.N.0. Suez Canal).

Malta C.S.R. to 1600 hours. 6/7. Night 5/6,
4 alarms 10 enemy aircraft. Only 3 crossed 
coast, no damage or casualties. Most "bombs fell 
into sea.
6 aircraft 10 Squadron led "by W/Cdr. Hunt 
carried brilliant attack on shipping Palermo 
Harbour 1400/6 local time. Approach made by sea. 
Return over Sicily. Complete surprise.
Hits scored on M.Vs. as follows: 10,000 tonner,
2 hits apparently breaking her back. 10,000 
tonner, 3 hits resulting in fire explosions and 
dense volumes of smoke. 8,000 tonner, none hit. 
8,000 tonner, 2 hits. 5,000 tonner 1 hit.
3*000 tonner hit with incendiaries. 2,000 
tonner, 1 hit. All ships bunched together in 2 
rows making it almost impossible to miss. All 
Rear Gunners with twin guns and pilots with 
frontguns fired into CBS., DRS., and harbour

* ^LaFSe explosion seen near dry 7°-£a1 confusion in harbour and outside. (H.Q.R.A.F. Malta, 1600/6, 2310/6).
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Mediterranean-Contd.
HYACINTH. Has arrived Haifa, quite seaworthy "but will

require new dome and oscillator. Gan steam 
16 knots. (N.O.I.C. Haifa, 1735C/6 to G. in C.
Med.).
If HYACINTH is seaworthy, sail her for Alexandria. 
(G. in 0. Med., 1808C/6 to N.O.I.C. Haifa).

Beirut. My 1003/6. (N.T. in W.R). R/G this afternoon
reports no (? Warship) present at Beirut. 
(F.O. 15 G.S., 1741C/6 to G. in 0. Med.).

Ships for Your 11550/3. Will PRINCE Bi&OUIN, VICTORIA,
Army MANXMAN offered in Admty. II4.OB/I and ANTWERP
Supplies. and MALINES in Admiralty 1722B/lCtykmeet your

requirements? (A.C.N.S. (F) 1832B/6 to C. in G. 
Med.).

Tripoli. Analysis from photos of wrecks and derelicts at
Tripoli. (V.A. Malta, 1915B/6 to G. in G.
Med.) See Lion Copy.

Syria. Request ships may he in support off Coast at
Bombardments 1330/7. Bombarding arrangements. (N.L.O.
by G. S.7. Palestine, 19540/6 to C.S.15).

Intend to be in position ready to fire at 1430/7 
and wish to leave by 1730. Does this suit Military
-Request target and reply as early as possible 
since necessary arrangements cannot be put forward 
at last minute. (C.S. 7, 2301/6 to N.L.O. 
Palestine).

East Indies.
FULTALA. Have you any news of FULTALA due Calcutta 27/6?

(D.T.D. 1801B/6 to S.O.(l) Bombay).

China.
MARIE
MOLLER
stopped
Japanesejzir

On passage from Shanghai, stopped and boarded 
on 2/7 by Japanese submarine No./3 in 24° 22' N. 
118° 38' E. Danger of serious incidents if 
submarines are used for this purpose.
(Cdre., Hong Kong 0653Z/6 to C. in G. China).

Shipping To reduce volume of shipping in South Atlantic,
via Panama. M-. of W.T. have arranged for ships in Far Eastern

Trade to proceed via Panama instead of the Gape. 
About 6 to 8 ships per month each way will be 
involved. (D.T. D. 1859B/6 to G. in 0. China).

\



JLMiU&UAi M
From : V* *A. Malta#

Dato : 
Rood :

ftfUMrttfc M y n
m .

7.7.W*
0022*

*---- ~ 3 P \ vvQ w r U Q  Special X by 17/T. ... ■

Addressed : C» in C., Mediterranean,
A*0*0* Mediterranean, A,0,C, in G* repeated Admiralty, Middle East.

165*
Wracks

At • \  4 . *

Following la Analysis from photographs and derelicts at Tripoli* only of

, Positions ara largely approximate* Bearings and 
jr ?.????*in 2atlos nr>0 frcn Licht at ond of North Breakwater, Reliability of assosemont a contain# 3 prohahlo, G not yot assod asses sod*
Dieting- Position, sizo, First Romarksuishing NoticedLettor, in Tr ou-

» ft blo.

Relia
bility,

’ r v -A, 2h7
„ - Is0,6,Medium,

B* 2 63 6,3,Small,

c. 216, 7.7* Largo,
D. 257% 2*6*Largo*

E. 059. 12, Largo,

F.
r

072.
. , A - . i
12,5.Modium*
‘V ' -..c

G, 060, 13,0, Unknown

H.
» . M
o6o* 12,6,Small,

I*

-■ ' *.,u_j

026,* ■ ■ 2*3, Small,* J • * - • ■ *

J. 109.

'< , * .1 

602c, .mil,i - . ,

10th May, Mainly A* ,
submorgod, A .
On hor .. ,A* 'side,
• • ! .. , ■ - , ; j ; •

20th April* Aground, B%
>Uth July* Aground C» 

suspicion of List, .
26th March, Hospital A*

Ship
believed TEVSRE main dock awash.,

2nd Juno, ANDREA AA GRITTI Class aground and 
burnt cut.

3rd July, Mast3 and A* 
funnel only chewing,

3rd July. Set alight * A*"by Swordfish 
2nd July still burning 6 July.

5th July. Unusual C» anchcrago, 
appoars low in 
water with lighter-® 
alongside.

Rth July. Appears aground. C. 
with large oil 
wako*
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lcn?37 —2-.

K. 110, 3 .3 .Small*

N .P .

1st Lord,
1st S^L,
5th S«L»
V , C ,N ,3 . 
A.C.N,S,(P ). 
IT, A® ^st S ,L0 
Ops, (Ij-)o
0, D ,(3 ) a
D. of P ,(3 ),  
M,(3)„
D,N, I , tij.), 
0 ,1 ,0 ,(2 ).
D« S,D,9«
D, IT, A, D, 
DiA,/.S,W,
D, T,D, (̂ 4-),
D, T,D,(M) # 
D.T.D. CO), 
Hydrog,
D, T, 3,D,.
E , P • S ,
Salv,1. P. (3JU—r
W. D.
PileiXi

21st April, P, underwater, 

I915E/6th

A.

Advance Copy Ops©, O.D, , 0,1,G ,, Hydrog,

41

41

41

41
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AUSONIA.
MALOJA.

STRATHNAVER
T.G.12.

MQ ” Report.
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America and West Indies.
Now withdrawn as assembly port and vessels 
proceed Sydney or Halifax for convoy. To avoid 
congestion at Halifax, Hampton Roads should now 
be used as bunkering port for vessels requiring 
substantial quantities. (D.T.D. 0017B/6 to O.in 0. 
A.W.I., etc.).

Following received from U.S. N. Authorities.
U.S. Coast Guard at 1925/5 picked up QQQQ from 
steamer PORT FAIRY which gave position as 25°
06' N. 65° 27’ W. 0342/6. (Ends.)
(D.D.I.C. 0916B/6 to C. in C. A.W.l).
Your 0916B/6. Description tallies with colouring 
of WAR BRAHMIN who should have been near this 
position, due Bermuda 8/ 7 . (C. in C. A.W.I., 
09290/6).

My 12410/2, and 1523B/5. Intend VAN KINSBERGEN 
leave Bermuda for U.K. 14/7. Is ship required 
to assist in any escort duty? (C. in C. A.W.l., 
-0941Q/6 to Admty.).

Your 1109/5. Concur retention of AUSONIA who 
has larger troop carrying capacity. Would 
prefer MALOJA to be sailed as soon as practicable 
with Air Force personnel now available.
(R.A.3, 1106P/6 to A.C. Iceland (C).).
A.G. Iceland (C)’s 1109/5. Desirable that 
MALOJA should be sailed to join next O.B. Convoy 
with balance now awaiting onward passage.
A. M.C.s carrying personnel from Iceland (C) to 
Halifax should invariably be sailed to join 
O.B. Convoys. (a .C.N.S.(H) and (T) 1200B/6 to
B. S. 3» A.C. Iceland (c)).

Your 1403/2 and 1543/4. Proposed that only 
STRATHNAVER be added to the four ships proposed 
in my 1320/4 para 2. Total accommodation thereby 
provided in T.C. 12 is 11,500 approx. (D.S.T. 
1450B/6 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, C. in C. A.W.l).

St. Lucia Radio 2250/6, see 7/7.



MOST SECRET

109
6.7.1941.

War Diary. Sunday.
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

ANSELM.
(torpedoed

2Zz)

Ships Attacked.
My 0930Z/6. ANSELM sank in 30 minutes. Total 
survivors now on "board, 1019. Missing (details). 
(CATHAY, 2130Z/6 to Admty.). a**—

2311/5 G.M.T.
Submarines Reported.
German submarine bearings 330/5 at 2311 G.M.T. 
(P.O.C.N.A. 0043B/6 to N.A.S).

0211 G.M.T. Italian Submarine bearing 280/3. (P.O.C.N.A. 
0347A/6 to N.A. Stn.).

0210. D/F fix of Italian U/Boat at 0210Z/6 within 60 
miles of 037° N. 013° W. (P.O.C.N.A. 1041A/6 
to N.A. Stn.)

Estimated U/B dispositions. German.Minimum of 
20 actually operating in Atlantic . Others may 
be outward bound not yet fixed. Italian. Five 
at sea of which some or all may be between 
Madeira and Cape Vincent. (D.D.I.C. 1424B/6).

1514 G.M.T. D/P bearings Italian Submarine 285/2. (P.O.C.N.A. 
1631A/6 to N.A. Stn.).

1608Z. German Submarine bearing 320/3 from Gibraltar. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1726AK/6 to N.A. Stn.).

A.M./30. Report B.2 fisherman who returned to Rio de 
Janeiro today sighted large submarine surfacing 
close to his Dory in approx. 19° 09* S. 39°
05' W. shortly before dawn/^0. (N.C.S.0. Rio 
de Janeiro 1744/6). ( S o .  1 . 2 3 i j » z . / 6 ^  
R A S M > )

1714 G.M.T. Italian Submarine bearing 283/2. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1837A/6 to N.A. Stn.).

/1736
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Submarines Renorted-Oontd.
A/G's 1736/6 (N.T. in W.R). Proceed and hunt 
if you have sufficient fuel remaining. (P.O.G.N.A. 
1905A/6 to FEARLESS FORESTER)*
Your 1905A/6 FEARLESS and FORESTER will reach 
position at 0400/7 with enough oil fuel to hunt 
until 2100/7. (FEARLESS, 2040A/6 to F.O.C.N.A). 
Your 2220B/ (Asking for repetition of message;. 
Gibraltar W/T Station from aircraft W 84 15. 
Position of enemy is 057° 5 6' N. 012° 10' W.
T.0.0. 1736 (Ends). (F.O.C.N.A. 2247A/6 to Admty.) 
It is probable hourly reports of your movements 
are being made by Italian S/M. (F.O.C.N.A*
1912A/6 to F.O. 18 C.S).

At 1715Z Italian U-boat within 60 miles of 057° 
N. 013° W. (F.O.C.N.A., 2053A/6 to N.A. Stn.)

Intercept 05.15 N. 04.32 E. NEW BROOKLYN 
periscope sighted 2246/6 G.M.T. ends. 
(Freetown 2225Z/6, Valentia Radio, 2255/6).

Bearings of U/B at 2010 G.M.T. (D.D.I.O. 
2252B/6 to F.O.C.N.A).

Submarines Attacked.
U-boat sighted dived being attacked by escort 
thick fog. P.C. and S. 60.55 N., 19.25 W.,
105 6*. (BEAGLE 0012B/6 to C. in C. W.A).
My 2346B/5. (N.T. in W.R). Submarine dived 2 
cables ahead of convoy* BOADICEA made 1 attack. 
Wash still visible when charge dropped. Visibility 
-at time 4 cables. Contact never regained.
During emergency turn some of escort lost touch 
and BOADICEA and ST. LOMAN rejoined to give 
protection after unsuccessful search in inner 
conditions. Escort now complete. (S.O. Escort 
Group 4 O65OB/6  to C. in C. W.A.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

British Air Operations.

101 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked last 
night the estimated position of the enemy 
naval units at Brest.

Successful operations were carried out by 
Bomber Command today against shipping off the 
Dutch coast particularly against an escorted 
convoy of 8 enemy supply ships off the Hague, 
in which as many as 6 ships were left sinking 
or on fire.
Coastal Command aircraft also operated against 
shipping on the French and Dutch coast and the 
Frisian Islands both last night and today, and 
amongst other successes an E-boat was sunk off 
Gravelines and direct hits were obtained on 
-ships off Calais and the Frisian Is.

Successful 
operations 
against' 
shipping 
8 ships and 
1 E-boat sunk 
of damaged.

Enemy Air Operations.

East A/P Trawler LOUIS BOTHA was disabled by air
Coast attack at 0215 today off the Humber and was towed

to Grimsby.

Convoy F.N{#89 reported being bombed at 0044 in 
53° 6* N. 1° 16' E. No damage has been reported.

Convoy F.S.-S’34 was attacked in the early hours 
off the Humber. No ship was damaged and 
WHADDON, escorting, claims to have hit the 
enemy aircraft with 2 par.

Irish Sea Convoy 0.B.M.344 was attacked at 0045B near the
and West. South Bishop and tanker FERNCOURT was damaged.

Trawler FORT DEE reported being attacked at 
0130 when 8 miles S.E. of St. Govan's Light, by 
a single A/C buying navigation lights. The 
ship was superficially damaged and claims to 
have hit the aircraft which attacked her.

Convoy "Wheel" was attacked at 0241 off 
Carmarthen Bay. No further report has been 
received.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mining.

Orders have "been issued that speeds higher than 
14 knots when in company with convoys on the 
East Coast to be avoided unless in action with 
the enemy or other urgent circumstances render 
it necessary.

M.L.108 was slightly damaged by a mine today 
in the coastal channel of the Humber.

There was intense minelaying activity over a 
wide area of the Thames Estuary between 0040 
and 0155 today. Several mines were dropped and 
the enemy aircraft, which included 4 engined 
P.W. type were heavily engaged by patrol 
vessels; some a/C were hit and one was 
brought down.

A/P drifter LORD ST. VINCENT was sunk by a mine 
at 1445 today near the N.E. G-unfleet Buoy.

Normal traffic in the Medway in the Sheerness 
area, where restrictions were imposed on 23/6 
was resumed this evening.

A mine was detonated in the Usk early this 
morning; the river was reopened at 1001B.

Two acoustic mines were detonated in unusual 
circumstances off Plymouth breakwater this 
morning.

Mediterranean.

About 20 enemy aircraft bombed Malta singly 
last night. No Naval damage is reported.

S/M. 0.23, who is returning from patrol in the 
Gulf of Genoa reports that she has sunk a large 
enemy tanker fully loaded.
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SITUATION REPORT.
Mediterranean Conta.
Benghazi was bombed last night. 5 Swordfish 
laid mines in the approaches to Tripoli harbour. 
Tripoli was also bombed.

About 10 to 20 enemy aircraft raided 
Alexandria from 2300/6 to 0030/7. Bombs and 
mines were dropped both inside and outside the 
harbour. No Naval damage was caused,

P.0. 7th C.S. in AJAX with PERTH, CARLISLE and 
destroyers is on the coast of Syria co-operating 
with the army advance against Damur.

An enemy force of 3 French destroyers and a 
merchant ship steering east off Cape Khfliaonia 
were attacked this morning by our aircraft and 
retired to the westward.

There was an air raid on Nicosia at 0700 G.M.T. 
today by several JU.88's.

The port of Famagusta was closed at 1729 today 
on account of two unexploded bombs in the 
harbour entrance.

U-boat Campaign.
S.S. CITY OF AUCKLAND, dispersed from 0.G.66 
reported being shelled 0240 G.M.T. in 33° 14’ N. 
31° 21' W.

I
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HOME COMMANDS.

P o l i c y .

A tte n t io n  i s  drawn to  A .M .1 8 0 6 /8 /6 .  V esse ls  n o t  
exem pted from  aea rch  who are bound f o r  A y rsh ire  
p o r t3  sh ou ld  be rou ted  to  B rod ick  Bay, n ot the 
C ly d e . (D .T .D ., 1 3 1 3 B /7 ).

A d m ira lty 's  1 6 1 9 B /8 /6 . ALYNBANK i s  t o  rem ain 
under the o rd e rs  o f  C .in  C. H.P. f o r  the p r e s e n t . 
(D .O .D . H ), 1 5 3 5 B /7 ).

C o -o p e r a t io n  w ith  R u ss ia .

P erson a l D .M .I. t o  M acFarlane.
My te legram  76017 c ip h e r  (D.M. Tp ) 4 /7 .  P.M. 
has o rd e re d  fo l lo w in g  to  be sen t f o r  you r p e rso n a l 
gu idance o n ly . We cannot a f f o r d  t o  pass on in f o r 
m ation o f  im m ediate o p e r a t io n a l va lu e  as a 
r e g u la r  p r a c t i c e .  O ccasion s may how ever a r is e  when 
we w i l l  do s o .
(Y/ar O f f i c e ,  0 5 3 0 /7  t o  No. 30 M il i ta r y  M ission  
M oscow).

In fo rm a tio n  g iv en  and re q u e ste d . D e t a i l s .  
(C h ie f o f  Naval M iss io n , Moscow. No. T .O .0 . /7 ,  
Reed. 1 1 2 0 /8 , t o  Admty) See L ion  Copy.

Movements.

In  view o f  INTREPID's 1629B/6 am re tu rn in g  t o  
I ce la n d  t o  r e f u e l .  (RIPLEY, 0 0 0 2 Z /7 ) .

O peration  H.E. 2 . Add VIDETTE. Para 3 f o r  3 /7  
read  8 /7 .  (C. in  C. Plymouth 1 0 0 l /7 ) .

a— fa - ' jG

My 1 8 2 9 /6 . Speed sou th  o f  Tyne u n t i l  jo in in g  
F.1M.V90 is  n o t  to  ex ceed  14 k n ots  e x c e p t  in  
em ergency. (C . in  C. R osyth , 1 7 2 7 /7  t o  WOLSEY).

O p e ra tio n s .

CORINTHIAN i s  to  s h i f t  p a t r o l  to  L2 fo r th w ith . 
F .O .C .N .P . i s  re q u e s te d  to  s a i l  CAVINA and 
HILARY when ready to  p a t r o l  a reas  K .1 . L . l .  
(A .C .N .S .(F } ,  1 3 3 4 B /7 ).

/P a t r o l  o f f



MOST SECRET
ttkh

fZ

MOST SECRET IN
No T,O.O.7th July.

FROM: Chief of General Naval

One Time Interdepegtmental Cypher by W/T»

Admiralty. _____________________
I gave Admiral Kharlamov on July 5th, the information 

in the Chief of the Staffs' telegram 72k dated July hth.
Powell has subsequently given Russians sufficient technical 
information for them to construct an A/A sweep but 
details of this and other sweeps as promised are very 
desirable as early as possible. Our promise of frank 
disclosure of Asdics has given great pleasure. After lengthy 
discussion I think they do now realize the lapse that is 
necessary for installation and training,
2, Details of Dofors and Oerlikon guns requested but
I have seen Bo#ors guns in position at aerodrome here. Supply 
of air borne magnetic mines welcomed and suggested use 
concurred in, A request for a supply of depth charges - 
suitable for use from aircraft was also put forward in spite •. 
of information already given them.
3, Kharlamov said he would let me know decisions of 
higher authorities on the following points but has left 
for London befor.6 doing so. Please inform me if you 
wish me to ask for decisions her^

(a) Whether officers to be trained in Asdics 
would be sent.

(b) Number of air borne magnetic mines desired.
(c) Number of depth charges for use by aircraft 

desired.
Russians would also like (d) diagram of German magnetic mine 
and if possible magnetic mine unit.

(e) Submarine ISWAS with UO knots disc and 90 degs 
angling tables.

No T.0,0, "
Note:for M. Branch,

This telegram although addressed only to Admiralty, 
bore the instruction "To be passed to War Office".
No action has been taken in War Registry,

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
2nd. S.L.
3 M .  S.L.
V.C.K.S n 
A,C,N.S,(H)
A.C,N.S,(F)
N,A,1st S.L.
D.O.D.(H)
D.O.D.(F) ^
D.D.O.D. (ii)
l .d .o .d .(f )
D.N.I.(A) x
D. of P.(2)
Duty Captain.
E. P.S.
Head of M. (8) for action. 
I.P.(2)
D.A/S.W,
D.M.S.
D,T.S.D,
D.T.M.

, D,D.T.M.

Mission Moscow, Date: 8.7.Igl, 
Reed: 1120,

Advance Copy Sent M. & D.N.I.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations. - Contd.
Patrol off 
Etaples.

Three M.T.B.'s leave Dover 2220 to operate off 
Etaples, returning to Dover at 0530. Route via D 
buoy each way. (V.A. Dover, 1606B/7).

Needles 
3/IL patrol.

SOKOL. Needles Patrol 2145/7. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1617B/7).

Interception 
of OSRIC.

Reverse direction of patrols. Steer south west
ward by day, crossing datum line at 0300 B and 
1500 B daily. Swedish ship OSRIC may be making 
for enemy or neutral port. If intercepted she 
is to be sent or escorted to Kirkwall.
(S.O.N.T., Kirkwall, 1920B/7 to N.P. Trawlers).

British Air Activity.
Operation“SK.nC. Carry out operation 35SM tomorrow morning with one STEM. A/C 59 Squadron. (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 1203/7 to

Detling).

OperationNjtaKjV. Up to four A/C of 53 Squadron to carry out 
NOMM). operation tonight 7/8 July in the area

Borkum to Walcheren. Ships at sea only to be att
acked. (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 1209/7 to 3ircham 
Newton).

Brest,
Eraden,
Rotterdam.
Amsterdam
bombed.
5 Reporting 
Graft and
1 Flak ship 
sunk.
2 Reporting 
Craft and
1 Flak ship 
damaged.

During day 6/7 nine A/C attacked 15 to 20 Reporting 
Vessels about 20 miles N.W. of Heligoland. 5 
Ships were destroyed and 2 damaged.
Six Blenheims attacked three Flakships of 3,000 
tons each 18 miles South West of the Hook of 
Holland. One ship is claimed as destroyed and an
other damaged.
On Night 6/7 Brest, Bnden, Rotterdam and Amsterdam 
were also bombed. (-H. Q.3.C., 1447/7).

Patrols. TROST, 'BERT, in operation. (C. in C. Rosyth, 
1507/7).
My 1232B/26. As heavy ships are constantly 
exercising west of the Orkneys request an A/S 
patrol may be kept permanently in operation as 
follows until situation changes. From Cape Wrath

to Dunnet Head
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B r i t i s h  A ir  A c t i v i t y .

P a t r o l s .
C ontd .

t o  Dunnet Head and as f a r  N orth  as 5 9 °  4 5 ' N. 
com m encing a t f i r s t  l i g h t  tom orrow . R equ est 
t h i s  p a t r o l  may b e  r e s t r i c t e d  when heavy s h ip s  
and c r u i s e r s  a re  in  th e  a rea  t o  a c t  as A /S  e s c o r t  
w it h in  15 m ile s  o f  s h in s .
(C . in  a ,  H .F . ,  1 7 38 B /7  t o  C. in  C. R o s y t h ) .  
P a t r o l  #PAm) now in  o p e r a t io n .
(C . in  C. R osy th  2 3 0 8 /7 ) .
B e a u fo r t s t t o  c a r r y  o u t  r o v in g  p a t r o l  in  a rea s  1 
and 4  on n ig h t  8 /9 .  * 3 .
1 A /C  t o  be armed w ith  t o r p e d o e s .  2 A /C  t o  be 
armed max. lo a d  250 l b .  Gp.
(A . GH.Q. P lym ou th , 1 6 3 0 /7  t o  S t .  E v a l ) .

E s c o r t . E x p ect  A /A  E s c o r t  o f  1 Hudson W h it le y  o r  W e ll in g to n  
from  1200B /8  w ea th er  p e r m it t in g .
(C . in  C. W .A . ,  2104B /7  t o  OBERON).

Enemy A ir  A c t i v i t y .

SNAEFELL 
(Bombed 5 / 7 ) .

SinAEFELL*s O rop esa  F lo a t  sh ow in g  above  w a ter  l £  
m ile s  1450 from  20 Q Buoy a t 2 1 5 0 . SNAEFELL 
r e p o r t e d  slink in  0 5 4 °  51* N 0 0 1 ° 0 7 ' W.
(C . in  C. R o s y th , 0 0 4 0 /7 ) .

Convoy
0A3ING.

.F o l lo w in g  has been  re a d  One A /C  sh ad ow in g  Convoy 
G&&EG 0616 270 ’ 8i 
(VIMIERA 0 0 4 4 /7 ) .
One enemy a i r c r a f t  bom bing OAOHtO 6 6 ° 5 ' N . ,  1 °
18* E. (VERSATILE 0 0 5 1 /7 ) .
F ig h te r .£a i r c r a f t  a re  b e in g  s e n t  t o  a s s i s t  F .N . 
Convoy GASHfe. (N ore , W/T No T . 0 . 0 . ,  R eed . 0 1 1 0 /7 ) .

Convoy 
O.B.M . 344.

' 5 msV
H elp  SUSIE. 51° 52* N . ,  5© 3 0 ’ W. 
(SUTLEJ, 0 0 4 5 3 /7 ) .

C onvoy * 
SAPPER.

F ig h t e r  a i r c r a f t  a re  b e in g  s e n t .  
(P lym ou th , W/T No T .0 .0 .  R eed . 0 0 5 6 /7 ) .

"maUd^ . R e c e iv e d  2306 G .M .T. -Steam T ra w ler  4  B 
a t ta c k e d  by Eneny A i r c r a f t  S S  S t .  Govans L ig h t s h ip . 
(Burnham R adio  No T .0 .0 .  R eed . 0 1 3 2 /7 ) .

Convoy S
a  t it v

s j X U 'T  i  iXX 'JV  * (P lym outh  0 2 4 4 /7 ) .

/M alla rd
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Enemy A ir  A c t i v i t y .  -  C on td .

MALLARD.
WHADDON.

%-K

MALLARD r e p o r t s  bombs d rop p ed  0149 no h i t s .  
A i r c r a f t  h i t  by 4  in c h  s h e l l s  from  MALLARD 
co n firm e d  by  V/HADDON. N ot o b s e rv e d  t o  c r a s h .
(LEEDS 0 5 1 1 /7 ) .
My 0 5 1 1 /7 . MALLARD’ S h i t  n o t  c o n firm e d  by Y/HADDON. 
Y/HADDON c la im s  h i t  w it h  2 pou n der and p o s s ib ly  
w ith  4  in c h  3 h e l l .
(LEEDS, 1 2 1 1 /7 ) .

C onvoy O.B.M., 
344 .
FERNCOURT 
(N orw egian  
Tanker 9918 
t o n s j  
dam aged.

A t 0 1 1 5 /7  in  5 1 °  5 0 ' N 5 °  2 8 ' 3D" W. FERNCOURT 
damaged b y  3 h i t s .  One k i l l e d ,  3 in ju r e d .
A r r iv e d  M i l f o r d  Haven 0 9 5 8 B /7  in  tow o f  Tug 
SCHELDE e s c o r t e d  by R03EMARY.
( F .O .I .C .  M il fo r d  Haven 0530B /7* 0 9 5 6 B /7 , 0 9 5 8 B /7 , 
1 7 2 4 B /7 ) .

Ram sgate
bom bed.

F o llo w in g  from  P o l i c e  C o n tr o l  C en tre  R am sgate.
At 0 1 2 9 /7  f i v e  bombs w ere d ro p p e d . A l l  f a i l e d  
t o  e x p lo d e . A i r c r a f t  c i r c l e d  and made o f f  in  a 
n o r t h e r ly  d i r e c t i o n .  A t 0145 M argate P o l i c e  
r e p o r t e d  b u r s t  o f  m achine gun f i r i n g  and an 
a i r c r a f t  c ra sh e d  in t o  s e a  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 m ile s  
t o  seaw ard  a t  0 1 4 5 /7 . No damage t o  N aval p ersonn el 
o r  p r o p e r t y .  ( - N .0 .1 .C .  Ram sgate 0 9 1 5 /7 ) .

Yarmouth
bombed.

Enemy a c t i o n  G t. Yarm outh 7 /7 /4 1 .  S u p e r f i c i a l  
damage t o  No. M.L. B a se . M inor damage R.N. 
B a r ra ck s . (C .S . Yarm outh 0 9 3 3 B /7 ) .

LOUIS
BOTHA
dam aged.

(A /P  T ra w le r ) Bombed by  enemy a i r c r a f t  2 m ile3  
s o u th  o f  Humber L /V  a t  0215 to d a y . E n g in es 
d is a b le d  im m ed ia te ly  by two n ea r  m is s e s . A i r c r a f t  
a t ta c k e d  a g a in  r e s u l t  two fu r t h e r  n ea r  m is3 e3 .
A l l  e n g in e  room , a u x i l i a r y 's  and Y//T s e t  d is r u p t e d  
and v a r io u s  o t h e r  damage d o n e . V e s s e l  was m aking 
a l i t t l e  w a te r  and was tow ed in t o  Grim sby by A /P  
t r a w le r  LOCH MOIDART. No c a s u a l t i e s .
(F .O . Humber, 1 0 0 9 B /7 ) .

FORTt DEE. (T ra w le r ) R e p o r ts  a t 0 1 3 0 /7  when 8 m ile s  S .E . 
o f  S t .  G ovan '3  L ig h t  b e in g  a t ta c k e d  by s in g l e  
a i r c r a f t  b u rn in g  n a v ig a t io n a l  l i g h t s .  S e v e r a l  
bombs m issed  bu t one bomb h i t  s h ip  and d id  n o t  
e x p lo d e . T h is  has been  rem oved . T ra w ler  en gaged  
a i r c r a f t  and c la im  h i t s .  Gunner wounded. 
S u p e r f i c i a l  damage by bomb and stra p n e l.
(F .O .I .C .  M i l f o r d  Haven 1 5 3 0 B /7 ) .
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HOME COMMANDS.

M in in g .
D e p a r tu re  y o u r 1 1 1 7 B /6 /7 . (N.O. I .C .  A u ltb e a , 0 5 5 9 B /7 ).
R .A .M .L. 1 1 3 7 /6 . NIGERIA i s  to  R/V w i th  R .A .M .L. o f f  Cape W ra th  and p ro v id e  A/A e s c o r t  d u r in g  o p e r a t io n  S .N . 67 A. (C . in  C. H .F . , 1 0 0 3 B /7 ).

Send M. L. 108 who is*^ow  o f  M.L. 106 in to  Humber and make n e c e s s a r y  s i g n a l .  U n d e rs ta n d  fo rm e r was dam aged by m in e . (VERSATILE 06Q1B/7 t o  VIMIERA).

My 1552B/5 i s  c a n c e l l e d .  Norm al t r a f f i c  in  R iv e r  Usk may now b e  resum ed . ( F . 0 . I .C .  C a r d i f f ,  1 0 0 1 B /7 ).A t 0700B /7  two M ines d e to n a te d  by Sw eeper in  R iv e r U sk. D e t a i l s .(C a p t. M /3, B r i s t o l  C h an ne l 1 1 0 0 B /7 ).

H0LDERNE33 m ined o f f  F lam borough  i n  a b o u t 25 fa th o m s was p ro c e e d in g  a t  26 k n o ts .  H igh  sp e e d s  when in  company w ith  convoys a re  to  be  a v o id e d  u n le s s  i n  a c t i o n  w i th  th e  enemy o r  o th e r  u r g e n t  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  r e n d e r  i t  n e c e s s a r y .(C . i n  C. N o re , 1 2 3 6 B /7 ).

T here was in t e n s e  ra in e la y in g  a c t i v i t y  o v e r  a  w ide  a r e a  o f  th e  Thames E 3 tu a ry  b e tw een  0040 and 0155  on n ig h t  6 / 7 .  Ten m ines r e p o r t e d  i n  S o u th e rn  End o f  Barrow  Deep a r e a  arfd f o u r  ’W est o f  S o u th en d  P i e r .  P la n e s  en g ag ed  w ere  r e c o g n is e d  as  H e in k e l 11 1 , and a l s o  f o u r  e n g in e d  Focke W ulfe T ype, and h e ig h t  a p p e a rs  g e n e r a l ly  t o  be  a b o u t 2000 f e e t .  P la n e s  w ere h e a v i ly  engaged  by p a t r o l  s h ip s  and one H e in k e l 111 n e a r  B .1 . buoy wa3 h i t ,  b u r s t  i n to  f la m e s , and  c r a s h e d .  P la n e s  w ere a l s o  se e n  to  be h i t  by p a t r o l  s h ip s  in  Barrow  Deep a r e a .( 3 .0 .  T .L .D .F . , 1 4 1 0 /7 ) .

In  view  o f  th e  menace o f  a c o u s t i c  m in es , s h ip s  em ployed on  e s c o r t  d u ty  on th e  e a s t  c o a s t ,  s o u th  o f  th e  F o r th  a r e  n o rm a lly  t o  p ro c e e d  a t  a sp e e d  
n o t g r e a t e r  th a n  14 k n o ts .In  em ergency , when i n  a c t io n  w i th  th e  enemy, and  d ep e n d in g  on t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a t  th e  t im e , i t  i s  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  speed m ust be ex ceed ed  on 
o c c a s io n s ,  b u t  in  su ch  c a s e s  sp e e d  m ust be i n c r e a  
g r a d u a l ly ,  and a  sp eed  o f  16  k n o ts  in  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  to  be a v o id e d .
F o r  S h ip s  r o u te d  in d e p e n d e n tly  and f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  th e  n e c e s s a r y  sp e e d  w i l l  be i n d i c a t e d .  
(C. in  0 . R o sy th , 1 7 3 9 /7 ) .

/P ly m o u th
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Plymouth.
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Enemy U / F  
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Heligoland
Bight.

NURNBERG
EMDEN.
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7. 7.1941. 
Monday.
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Mining. - Contd.

Two acoustic mines detonated at 0915 and 0950 
today 192° 1.45 miles and 240° 6.8 cables 
respectively from Breakwater Light. Circumstances 
unusual. V/ritten report follows.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1748/7).

(A/P Drifter) Sunk by mine close to N.E. Gunfleet 
buoy at 1445/7. 14 Survivors brought into
Harwich. (F.O.I.C. Harwich, 2057B/7).

Cancel my 0719B/23/6.
Normal traffic in River Medway may now be resumed. 
(Care. Sheerness, 2L28B/7).

Propose taking over operation S.N. 70 A at 1400/15 
with AGAMEMNON, MENE3THEUS, and PORT QUEBEC and 
lay a.m./17 as follows, returning to Port Z.A. 
a.m./19.
Only two of 17th Division Destroyers available. 
Request a third destroyer.
(R.A.M.L. , 2247/7).

Enemy Intelligence.

Convoy of 14 ships bearing 180° distance 1 mile 
Course 270°. My position 53.29 N., 5.30 E.
(A/C Duty Z., 0135/7 to Bircham Newton).

There is evidence that the following M/F 
frequencies are used for direct intercorununication 
between German units at sea.
(D.N.I., 1314B/7).

An intelligence screen of Trawlers and Light Craft 
has now been positioned, probably running from 
Terschelling to Blaavands Point. 15 to 20 
reporting vessels were seen on 6/7 about 20 miles 
N.W. of Heligoland. (H.Q.B.C., 1447/7).

My 1743/4. Both vessels still at Oslo June 30th 
from where they carry out daily exercises.
Graded C.2. (-N.A. Stockholm, 1539/7).
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7 .7 .1 9 4 1 .

Y/ar D ia r y . Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.

S h ip p  in/? and C on v oy s .

E a st  C o a s t . F o r e c a s t  o f  Convoy S a i l i n g s .  (C . in  C. R o sy th , 
1 2 0 0 /7 )  See L io n  C opy.

M/Vs and
Enemy A/C

C. in  C. R osyth  1 2 5 0 /6 .  Concur th a t  o p e n in g  f i r e  
on  sound o f  A/C o v e rh e a d  i s  w a ste  o f  am m unition. 
I f  tim e fu z e d  s h e l l  becom e a v a i la b le  f o r  M .V .s 
i t  m ight be o f  v a lu e  f o r  them t o  f i r e  a t sound 
o f  a low  f l y i n g  A /C  a p p ro a ch in g  fro m  th e  f la n k  a t 
du3k and dawn b e f o r e  a / c a re  a c t u a l l y  s e e n .
(C . in  C. N ore 1 4 5 2 B /7 ) .

D .S .7 Must be d e la y e d  24 h ou rs  t o  e n a b le  im p orta n t R .A .F . 
u n it  t o  em bark, due G reen ock  a .m . /8 .
(D .O .D .(H ) 1 7 04B /7  to  C. in  C. V/.A. , F .O . I .C . ,  
G r e e n o c k ).

M inesw eeper
E s c o r t s .

P r o v id e d  n o  undue d e la y  i s  in c u r r e d  M inesw eepers 
sh o u ld  p r o v id e  e s c o r t  t o  Y/.N. C onvoys when p r o c e e d 
in g  t o  A berd een . (C . in  C. W . A . , 1 9 4 8 B /7  to  
N .O .I .C .S t o r n o w a y ) .

Rou t e  S ig n a ls . To "be t r a n s m it t e d  in  s ta n d a r d is e d  manner.
(D .T .D . 1 9 5 4 /7  t o  C .s  in  C ) .
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Prom: C. in G. Roayth.

MESSAGE , IN.1200/7tli duly.
Date: 7.7«U1* 
Reed: 1320.

P/L BY T/P
Addressed: Admiralty. G. in G. r!orc» S.jj.jj.G.'j.D. t n. • C• 9

H .A .G .G .
CONVOY MESSAGE.--IQIiQM

0900 Friday 11th VERSATILE, JASON, VIMIERA. 
2300 Saturday 12th LEEDS, GARTH.I33O Monday 114-th LI~/DHSDi-tLjj, SLdjIPNER,
0900 Tuesday 1 5 th LUDLOW, WHADDOiT.2300 Wednesday iSth VORTIGERN, VALOROUS. 
1330 Thursday 17th SOUTHDOWN, V/OLSEY.
OGOC Friday 11th WOLFHOUND , VORTIGERN.0600 Saturday 12th WES TEN TS HER . QJJANTOCK. 
0600 Sunday 13 th SOUTHDOWN, WOLSEY.
0600 Monday 14th JASON, VIMIERA.
0500 Tuesday 15th LEEDS,GARTH- F Nit94 (m ) 0600 Thursday 17th LIDDESDALE, SLEIPNER.

Time table as in my 1130/26/5.

F 3539 (8) F S5i|0 (F) F Sii+l ( m) 
F SSlj.2 (3) 
F 351*3 (P) F S5t|i|. (M) F N<f91 IP) F Nl92 (S) 
E G 1+5 (3) F NJ*93 (P) 
E C 46 (S

1200/7.
Advance copies to Ops and Trade.

A.C.N.S. (T)(2)
A.G.N.S.(II)
N.A.1st S.L.
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War Diary.

GRQUIN-DU -CPU 
French Trawler

CHALLENGER
STARWQRT

S/Ms. on 
Convoy Duty.

PETUNIA
H.G.67

French
Ships.

Intelligence. 
Toulon,
Genoa.

0.23
Enemy Tanker 
sunk.

121
i

7.7.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic.
Crew friendly disposed but no volunteers for 
ae Gaulle. Vessel's condition, hull good, 
engines require overhaul.
(C.C.S.O. Gib., 1120/7 to Admty.)

Cancel my 1114/3. On leaving Ponta Delgaaa 
pass through (a) 37.00 N. 26.00 W. (b) 20.00 
N. 19.00 W. thence as ordered by C. in C. S.A. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1124A/7 to CHALLENGER, STARWORT.)

alio t u x h fL + -^ , -
My 1006A/12/6 and 1036A/19/6, intend to repeat 
this trial with H G and 0 G 67 and subsequent 
convoys. Submarines will transfer orders to 
escort of 0 G convoys, at sea.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1136A/7 to C. in C. W.A.)

C. in C. W.A. 1537B/5 and CATHAY 0935Z/6. 
You will be required to leave Ponta Delgaaa 
in company with PEEBLES about 13/7 to R/V 
with H.G.67. Postpone ehtering Ponta 
Delgaaa to fuel as late as possible and 
meanwhile carry out A/S patrol between 036° 
and 038° N. 025© and 0 2 8° w.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1202A/7 to PETUNIA.)
Your 1202A/7. Can maintain patrol until 
p.m./9 at 10 knots. E.T.A. Ponta Delgaaa 
2100A/10.
(PETUNIA, 1603Z/7 to F.O.C.N.A.)

, y e 3"zo riE :Arrival 6/7 French PRESIDENT LAVIT, JEANNE 
DENISE, COUR^ONNE.
(Bilbao, 1224/7, to D. of S.T.)

Following French Vessels doing Gunnery 
Practices 25 miles south of Toulon P.M/1.
One large cruiser and three destroyers B one. 
Genoa A. 28/6 3 vessels about 4000 tons loaded 
with war material deck cargo, lorries and troops 
with one half loaded tanker sailed in company. 
Other items.
(S.O.(I) Gibraltar 1626A/7.)

Returning owing to serious leak external fuel 
tank. Passing Iviza night 8/9. Sank big 
enemy tanker fully loaded.
(Netherlands Sub. 0.23, 2130A/7, to F.O.C.N.A.)
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V/ar Diary.

QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA.

CITY OF 
DURBAN

RAMO

OHENONCEAUX

BALZAC

Raider 
Report.mr

TOTTENHAM

ERLANGEN 
(CermanT

CHALLENGER
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7.7.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 
South Atlantic.
Vice Consul Lobito reports 1350/5 large steamer 
standing horizon distance off Lobito since dawn. 
(?Eviaently) QUEEN OF BERMUDA. Most important 
ship should not be sighted from shore unless 
havihg to close to intercept.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1031N/7 to QUEEN OF BERMUDA.)

Left Freetown 6/7 to patrol in 1 34 A.
(C. in C. S.A., 1131N/7 to Aamty. ana S.A.Stn.)

Overdue shipping. Norwegian RAMO due Durban 
2/7 from Bombay not arrived. ^ f t  t i t  d ^  f  i i q  
(S.O.I. Capetown, 1205B/7.)

Vichy French bound for Madagascar from Saigon 
may proceed on to Dakar or Casablanca, if so 
expected to pass vicinity of Cape about 6/7. 
Has on board 2 Seamen sentenced to prison term 
for ae Gaulle activity and Colonel Andre 
returned to France probably for pro British 
sympathies.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1505N/7 to S.A. Stidn.) 
.SAG-iTTAlH£. rxoh CH£l\IOf>| CdAUX t see 1 1 7
Have you any news of BALZAC due 25/6 from 
Capetown?
(D.T.D. 1738B/7 to Consul, Pernambuco.)
Reply: No. (0845/8.)

5/7, 1450/G.M.T. heard raider signal from 
unknown ship giving 01.18 S. 30.00 W. Signal, 
of distress weak apparently on emergency set. 
Think ship Greek, no further signals heard.
(Via Freetown W/T. 2020Z/7 to S.A. Stn., Aamty.)

(Shelled by raider about 320 miles V/. of 
Ascension Island on 17/6.)
17 members of crew reported arrived Trinidad. 
(See America and West Indies.)

C.3 reports vessel will leave tomorrow for 
Brazilian port keeping within territorial waters. 
Stated by members of crew ashore that expect to 
join other German ships in Brazil and sail togethe 
escorted by German raider or cruiser. Italian 
FORTUNSTELLA position unchanged.
(N.C.S.O. Buenos Aires, 2132Z/7 to R.A.S.A.D.).

F.O.C.N.A. 1124/7. Route, to Bathurst. 
Detach STARWORT off Bathurst to proceed to 
Freetown.
(C. in C. S.A., 2247N/7 to CHALLENGER.)
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War Diary.

Vichy Ships 
in Turkey.

Syria
Bombardment

Situation 
Report 78.

Enemy Units. 
A/C attack.

SEVERN
CLYDE
OLYMPUS

1 23
7.7.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean.
Your 1215/5. CHATEAU YQUEM, or other Vichy 
ships, may be attacked if necessary in Turkish 
harbours, but only if failure to attack in 
harbour will mean failure to catch the ship at 
all.
(V.C.N.S., 0042B/7 to C. in C. Med.)

Your 1954C/6 to C.S.15 and my 2301C/6. Ships 
will be in position at 1330.
(C.S.7, 0155/7 to B.N.L.O. Palestine).

Syria. P.0.7th C.S. in AJAX with PERTH,CARLISLE, 
and destroyers (? bombarding) in (? close) 
support army advance which began today, Sunday 
(as received).
Alexandria. Air raid commencing 2315.
(C. in C. Med., 0843C/7 to Adrnty.)

3 Vichy destroyers ana 1 M.V. reported from 0645/ 
7 off Cape Kheliaonia and later attacked by 
aircraft. List of signals from Aircraft Units: 
0645/7, 0700Z/7, 0755/7, 0800/7, 0805/7, 0945/7, 
1130/7, 1547/7, 1720/7, 1905/7, 2132/7, 225l/7. 
1330/7. A l s o from N.0.I.C. Haifa, 1920C/7,
Capt. 8,1., 2031C/7.
Aircraft "K" 0645. Send PARTHIAN to operate 
off Beirut at your discretion.
(C. in C. Med., 0915C/7 to P.0. 15 C.S.)
Your 1542/6 (N.T. in W.R.). Request you 
sail PARTHIAN for Alexandria.
(C. in C. Med., 1745C/7 to C.S.15.)
XXXI. One merchant vessel bearing 270° 2 miles 
distance - course 170° position 34° 19’ N.
32° 24’ E. 1000 tons - Turkish flag - no name 
(? int) sink it.
(Plying Boat L.2160, 1800/7.)

Adtj'-. 1922B/2. I regret very much decision 
to withdraw SEVERN and CLYDE whose speed makes 
them most suitable for employment on these long 
distance patrols. Experience here does not 
show their size should handicap them unduly in 
Tyrrhenean Sea. In fact they have both had 
successful patrols and inflicted damage with 
little opposition.
Ref. para. (iv) I would welcome OLYMPUS for 
purpose.
(C. in C. Med., 1806C/6 to Admty.)

/Syria
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Screen
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7.7.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean - Conta.
Your 2301. Military do not know any definite 
targets in todays naval gun area as yet.
(N.L.O. Palestine, 0805C/7 to C.S.7.)
No calls for' fire today 7th. 12 Vichy Bombers 
sighted but chased off by fighters without 
releasing bombs. Fighters claim one JU 88, 
probably not Vichy.
(C.S.7, 2041C/7 to C. in G. Med.)
Military requirements not yet known. Conference 
at 0700/8. Likely requirements will be Abey 
which appears reinforced. Suggest P.M. 
appearance in hope situation clarifies. Tanks 
reported using coast roads.
(N.L.O. Palestine, 2105C/7 to G.S.15.)
Two Beaufighters to stand by from 0600 to 
shadow if enemy sighted approaching Tripoli 
from Westward. Request H.Q. P. ana T.J. Command 
arrange communication and inform Lydaa Beaufighter 
contents of C.S.15, 1725/7 (N.T. in W.R.)
(201 Group, 2253/7 to Lyaaa, DUNDEE, etc.)
Agreed that 3 hours fighter protection is 
insufficient for bombarding force. Fighters 
will be standing by tomorrow from dawn in case 
return of F.O.C. 15 C.8. is delayed. They will 
be sent if called by 15 G.S.
(N.O.I.C. Haifa, 2325C/7, to F.O. 15 C.S. )

Op. Summary No.392 up to 1200/7/7/1941.
Cyprus 6/7, 1 Beaufighter attacked and damaged 
with Cannon gun 1 French M.V. of 2000 tons 10 
miles East Rhodes.
Night 5/6, about 6 unidentified aircraft dropped 
bombs and mines in Suez Canal area. No damage 
or casualties.
Western Desert. 5/6, 1 Wellington bombed 3 
ships in Menelaio Bay, Bomba, no hits.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1054/7.)
S/5/7 BENCRUACHAN sunk by mine 297 Mex High Light 
9.8 cable. Hoped to salve some cargo.
(N.O.I.C. Alexandria, 1151C/7 to Aamty.) W.D.Note. 
Former signal said sunk at 1730/5.
Capt. (D) 7. Shall require 4 destroyers from 
screen of C.S.7 to R/V me end of swept channel 
at 1900/7.
(C.S.15 to 1210C/7 to C.S.7, Capt. D.7.)

/German
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War Diary.
17.7.1941.

Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean - Conta.

German Departures 5/7 LISBOA,Marseilles, 6/7 ELIZABETH
Ships. «rwj>R*K$fc. FISSER, Savona.

(Valencia, 1400/7 to D. of 3.1’.)

SALVIA Your 0744/6. Send SALVIA to fuel at Haifa.
as convenient and return to Famagusta.
(0. in C. Med., 1541C/7 to N.O.i/c Famagusta.)

Famagusta Famagusta port closed on account of two U.X.Bs.
U.X.Bs, in harbour entrance. Hope to be open at day

light.
(N.O.I.C. Famagusta, 1729/7 to SALVIA.)
Is there infoi’mation about French delaying 250 
lb. bomb? Is it correct to assume danger 
negligible non existent after 5 hours?
(N.O.I.C. Famagusta, 2115/7 to O.O.I.S. 
Alexandria.)

Alexandria Air Raid at 2300 to 0030/7. About 10 machines
Raid. G mines and bombs. Shallow diving attacks

put bombs or mines near floating dock and both 
inside and outside of harbours. Few casualties 
and light scattered damage.
(N.O.I.C. Alexandria, 17320/7 to Admty. etc.)

Malta Raid

Tripoli 
Mined and 
bombed

C.S.R. Malta to 1600 hours 7/7. Night 6/7.
20 Enemy aircraft over singly lasting 5 hours. 
Some bombs on land. Civilian casualties.
Night 6/7. One Fulmar patrolled Catania during 
enemy raids on Malta and shot down one large 
aircraft in flames. 6 Swordfish laid 5 
Cucumbers approaches Tripoli harbour. Sixth 
dropped 1200 lbs. G.P bombs on 5000 ton M/V 
alongside North Mole. No hits observed.
7 Wellingtons bombed engine sheds Tripoli.
(H.Q. .R.A.F Malta, 2008/7.)

Beirut and
Benghazi
bombed

Nicosia
Raid,

Prelim. Ops. Summary No.21.
Night 6/7. Light attacks were made by 
Wellingtons on Beirut en route to Aleppo, object 
to keep air defence measures in action. 3 
Wellingtons bombed Benghazi causing fires 
followed by explosions.
Cyprus. Raid by several Ju.88s. on Nicosia 
0700 G.M.T./7.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 2102/7.)

/Situation
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MOST SECRET 2205/7th July

From C# in  C. Middle East, Tsatb ■ 8.7,41. 
Rood., 0910.

Addressed The Jar O ffice  Repeated C. in  C. India C» in  C. Mediterranean 
C» in  Co East Indies. •

B1IKDIATE ' ■ .

25520. 0/796o8 cipher 7/7.

For C.0.3, fren  Co in  C. India and 0.3. in  C. Middle East.
Reference paragraph 10 o f 0/78318 o f 2/7 (not to C. In  C. Ind ia and 
C. in  C* East In d ie s ).*

* -i, ■ • ‘ !.*'*'■ f ...
. • • • iY  .

Subject to  con fim ation  by C. in  C. Mediterranean and C. in  C. East 
Indies d ire c t to  C.O.S.

attack e ith er Syria or Iraq . With our lack o f amourcd forces we can 
do no more than attempt to  defend Egypt, Pa lestine, tho Basra Area, and 
the Iranian O il f ie ld .  . ■ .r

2» We regard i t  as o f the greatest importance however, to  re ta in  
fear as Ions aa possible use o f aerodromes in Northern Syria and 
Northern Iraq  and to  deny them to  the enemy. Loss o f these aerodromes 
would preclude e ffe c t iv e  bombing o f Caucasian o i l f ie ld s  and would 
seriously l im it  our a ir  action against enemy communications in  Turkey. 
Southern Caucasus and Northern Iran. Use o f these aerodromes by tho enem 
would d ir e c t ly  a ffe c t  our a b il it y  to  hold Cyprus, would s t i l l  fu rther 
r e s t r ic t  the freedom of action o f the f l e e t  in  the Eastern Mediterranean, 
and would allow the cncny to  in ten s ify  his a ir e ffo r ts  against Egypt and 
Pa lestine, and to  attack Basra, i t s  soa communications and the A .I.O .C . 
o i l f ie ld s ,  , . ,

1 , J

3. Wo can only secure these aerodromes i f  wc con fo r e s ta l l  the 
enemy in  Southern Anatolia. i f  Turkish collaboration  is  not forthcoming 
our chances o f achieving th is  w i l l  be small. ‘ We ore however examining 
the problem o f a novo into Southern Anatolia and preparing a plan fo r  
co-ordinated action between India and Mideast.

•
4» I f  i t  is  impossible to  occupy positions in  Southern Anato lia  i t  

w i l l  be impossible to  hold a lin o  on the fron tie rs  o f Iraq  and Syria 
against a heavy attack and therefore i t  w i l l  bo necessary to  figh t 
delaying actions on increasingly divergent lin es  in  Iraq  and Syria,
With th is object in  view positions to  which we can withdraw w i l l  be 
rccannoitorcd and prepared in  areas Baghdad and pripoli-Hems, and f in a l 
lin os  completed fo r  defence o f the Basra Bridgehead and in  Northern 
Pa lestine, As regards the former fo r  the reasons given in  paragraph. 2 
our position  in  the Basra area w i l l  bo insecure unless adequate a ir 
defences are made ava ilab le .

1, Should' Germans reach Caucasus in  ncoct two months and decide to

5/ * . » * * » .
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5. In a l l  caso3 sabotage of Ms communications would bo the most 
effective method of delaying encrys advance. Po litica l relations with 
Turkey have, delayed and are s t i l l  delaying preparations, and in the 
event of an advance this autumn i t  is  doubtful whether e ffective  sabotage 
can be arranged in t inc available,

6* Y/c would point out that violation of Iranian neutrality by 
air attack on the Caucasus might cause reactions which would necessitate 
the despatch of forces to the A.I.Q.C. O ilfie lds with consequent serious 
weakening of forces in Northern Iraq, .One means of minimising this 
risk would bo to secure expulsion now of C-emsn non diplomatic nationals 
in Iran and we endorse suggestion made in Cairo telegram No, 2064 of 
30/6 to foreign Office that we should concert with the Russians in 
pressure on Iran to thi3 e ffec t. Indications arc that Germans in Iran 
anticipate this which suggests pressure might bo successful.

7. Desirability of tliis is  increased by possib ility that Germans 
may attempt diversion in Northern Iran and Afghanistan with object of 
tying up forces in India,

8, Please pass to Admiralty and A ir Ministry. Ends,

H• A• 1st S.L. 
D.O.D. (P) 
D.D.O.D. (P) 
D.N.I. (4)
D. of P. (2) 
Duty Capt,
E. P.S.:
Head of' H,
I.P , (2)
W,D. .......  •
N.I.D. 10 
D.D.I.C."; v‘

2205/7.

Received from War o ffice  12o4/2.

A.C.N.S. (P)

1st Lord 
1st S.L.. 
V.C.N.S. + 0300/3.
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FOREION STATIONS.

Situation 
Report 
No. 79.

Mediterranean - Conta.
Syria. Army objective South of Darnur reported 
reached 6/7. Advanced Forces now in outskirts 
of Damur. Naval support effective but 
observation of Bombardment handicapped by 
Cloud and Mist. Vichy French Air attacks on 
Force B driven off by Fighter Patrols.
3 French Destroyers and 1 Merchant Ship sighted 
by A/O off Gape Kheliaonia, Turkey at 0645/7 
steering E. After attacks by our aircraft 
enemy retired to West and A/C lost touch.
NAIAD,PHOEBE,and destroyers will be sweeping 
to north of Beirut during the night.
Western Desert. Tug G.307 shot down her second 
aircraft in raid on Tobruk 0945/6.
Canal Area. 6 aircraft dropped bombs or mines 
in canal area early on 6/7. No damage or 
casualties and canal open,
(C. in C. Med., 2243C/7, to Adrnty.)

East Indies.
DURBAN A.M. 1753/4. Consider it unlikely DURBAN
CASTLE. CASTLE will arrive Durban before 10/8.

(C. in C. E.I., 0644Z/7 to C. in C. S.A.)

COLOMBO Intend COLOMBO to escort YOMA leaving Mombasa
on 13/7 to Mogadishu and on*010° N. whence 
COLOMBO is to return to Mombasa and YOMA proceed 
to Berbers independently.
(Care. R.I.N.(?), 0746Z/7 to COLOMBO.)

Madagascar Policy. (A.C.N.S.(F), 2355B/7 to C. in C. E.I.). 
See Operations Volume.

China.
TAI-PQQ-SEtfcK Arrived 29/6.
(French) » (Hong Kong, 0221Z/7.)

Ship stopped 
by Japanese 
S/M. ’

Care. Hong Kong 0653Z/6. Concur this is a most 
dangerous practice. Could Minister of Marine 
be reminded we are at war with two other powers 
both of which are using submarines for 
indiscriminate warfare?. (c. in C. China, 
0249Z/7 to Ambassador, Tokyo.)

U.S.
Asiatic
Fleet

Re sinking of merchant ships, and proposed 
combat zone. (C. in C. China, 0449Z/7 to 
Admty,). See Operations Volume.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
America and West Indies.
Your 1542Q/5. Voyage is approved. Policy 
with regard to future voyages is outlined in 
Arfar 3816 to Washington and in M.E.W. No.4 
to C. in C. A.W.I.
(A.C.N.S.(P) 0055B/7 to C. in C. A.W.I.)
Cancel para. 1. of my 0055/7. Movements of 
BARFLEUR and PORT DE PRANCE, reported in your 
1139/2, were not approved sailings within the 
meaning of para. 2 of my 2337/17/6. Matter is, 
however, being taken up with U.S., and unless 
contrary instructions are received these vessels 
are not to be interfered with during these 
voyages whilst in company. If on the return 
journey PORT DE PRANCE is met with unescorted, 
she should be taken into Trinidad for examination. 
(A.C.N.S.(P) 1621B/7 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

Gunned by S/M in 33.14 N., 31.21. W. 
(See U-Boat Campaign).

Intercept 0110 G.M.T./7. QQQ 25.55 N. 66.17 W. 
BRITISH SPLENDOUR. Suspicious vessel in sight 
0056/7. (St. Lucia Radio, 2250/6, to Freetown, 
Bermuda, Jamaica.) N.I.D. Comment - Perhaps 
CITY OP GUILDFORD.

Ships detained WINNIPEG, ARICA, French total 2. 
(C.C.S.O. Trinidad, 1145Q/7 to Admiralty for 
M.E.W.)

Employment on British Service, routes, etc. 
(N.A. Washington, 1550/7 to Aamy.) See Lion 
Copy.

Your 1845B/6, see my 1408Z/4. Consider Belle 
Isle satisfactory for ships from 0 B convoys but 
that it should be used sparingly.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1623Z/7 to Adinty.)

(fyn<; wp)
Your 1108Z/2 decision must rest with Admiralty but 
it is unlikeLy that proposal will be approved as 
your present role is of great strategic importance. 
(R.A. 3 B.8. 1647P/7, to RAMILLIES.)

/ELLINICO



SSG1ST M E S S A G E  

From : N0Ao Washington,)

1550/7th July.
* *  i n aData : 7o7j41o 

Rood : 10i|5 o

I.D„Co(12) by Cable,

Addressed : Admiralty, Repeated C. in C. .America & West Indies ,
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.
Your 1332B Juno 2nd not to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa or Co in Co 

America & West Indies.
U.S. Merchant Ships sailing "between U*.S« and Near East 

on British Service are not repeat not routed 'by British Naval 
Service Control Officers.

Tho Navy Department have issued orders that the Maritime 
Commission is to inform the U.S. Navy Authorities (Port Director 
New York) of sailings of Naval Transports and Merchant Ships.

The Chief of Naval Operations will issue general 
instructions to Naval Coastal Frontier Commander setting ?speed 
objective and general mutes to bo followed.

The Naval Coastal Frontier Q-ommandcr car his representative 
(The Port Director at tho Port of Departure) arranges details, 
prepares routoing instructions and gives general instructions to 
the Masters of Ships.

Tho Commander of North Atlantic Coastal Frontier will 
prepare general routes for Vessels x^^occoding from that frontier 
to Capetown or beyond with tho idea of avoiding Areas of Axis 
Power action.

In North Atlantic routes for present should be kept west 
of lino latitude 0 dogs North, long., 63 degs West, thence west 
of long*, 6 5  degs west.

Routeing instructions for this routo should include 
instructions to call on U.S. Naval Observer at Capetown for 
instructions beyond Capetown and return routo.

Copy of Memorandum follows by bag.
1550/7

+ ? July.Advance Copy Ops., O.D., Trado0
/ Request information whether N.C.S.O.fs are 

Pouteing U.S. Flag Merchant Ships sailing 
between U.S. and Near East on British Service.

A.C.N.3.(T)(2)
Ops.(q.).
O.D.(5;).
D.T.D.(IkU
D.T.D.{c ) .
D.T.D. <;m ).
D. of £5.T.
D# of S»2#A»I . P . ( 3 ) .W.D.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
America and West Indies - Conta.
Have you any news of Greek ELLINICO from Mersey 
due 26/6?.
(D.T.D. 1739B/7 to N.C.S.O. St. John’s N.F.)

N.C.S.O. Trinidad reports British MAHRONBA 
arrived 2/7 with 17 survivors ? from TOTTENHAM 
sunk 17/6. Picked up approx. 005.21 S.
028.45 W. 24/6.
(S.O.I. Jamaica, 1827R/7, to Adrnty.)

To provide ocean escort to 0 B 344. Destroyers 
are to remain with convoy till prudent limit of 
endurance before proceeding to join Newfoundland 
Escort Force. Cutters are to proceed with 
convoy to Halifax.
(C. in C. W . A . , 1941B/7 to Ships concerned.)

Cancel my 1901/3. Your 1153/5 approved. 
(D.N.A.D. 1944B/7 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

Departure 6/7 Casablanca, 30/7. 
(Baltimore, 2210Z/7 to D. of S.T.)

Italian Ship No.222 (FEDE) renamed POZARICA 
Mexican Flag, sailed Tampico 5/7 for Houston. 
(S.O.(l) Jamaica, 2328R/7.)

Aaty. 1900B/5/6. SUSAN MAERSK not arrived 
Curacao. Aaty. 1827B/8/6 ST. LDJDSAY not 
arrived Trinidad.
(S.O.(l) Jamaica, 2348R/7.)

Australia.
Have you any news of MANUNDA sailed Colombo.6/6. 
(D.T.D. 1700B/7 to A.C.N.B.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Ships Attacked.

Following has been read S S S S gunned in 
33.14 N. 31.21. W.
(CITY OP AUCKLAND, 0243/7)
British, 8336 tons, from Liverpool to Capetown, 
dispersed from Convoy 0.G.66. (D.S. 671.)
Navy Dept, advise no U.S. warship in vicinity. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 0540Z/7 to Aamty.)

Mombasa radio intercepted an incomplete S 
Distress Signal at 2315Z/6. Following letters 
read PEJGOGI CORIGW T0N0P0 (2) Assure position 
was in Atlantic.
(C. in C. E.I., 0326Z/7 to Aamty.)

S S S S received at 0120 G.M.T., no position 
given.
(Scapa W/T, 0330B/7, 0355B/7, to Aamty.)

U.S. Destroyer HUGHES picked up on 3/7 14 sur
vivors including 4 women of VIGRID, 4765 tons, 
torpedoed 24/6 in 055° N. 0410 w. 3 other
boats believed to be in vicinity. 2 American
destroyers searching.
(A.C.I.(C), 2145/7, to Admty.)
VIGRID, Norwegian, 4765 tons, from New Orleans 
for Belfast and Manchester, was a straggler from 
H.X.133. (D.S. 673.)

Submarines Reported.

D/F bearings at 2010/6 G.M.T. indicate German 
U-Boat within 60 miles of 340 30' N. 14° W. 
(D.D.I.C. 0115B/7.).

One S/M bearing 160°. Distance 5 miles.
34.50 N . , 09.48 W.
(ERIDGE, 1155/7, to F.O.C.N.A.)
My position 034° 25' N. 010° 05* W. ERIDGE in 
company. Not in contact. Catalina arrived 
1800. S/M surfaced for 5 minutes at 1600 in 
034° 36* N. 009° 55' W. bearing 240° from 
FARNDALE 8 miles.
(FARNDALE, 1801A/7 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/Estimated
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By A/o
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Submarines Reported. - Conta.
Estimated U-Boat dispositions. 
(D.D.I.G. 1344B/7.)

S.O.(l) Jamaica 1621R/5, S/M of 21/6 identified 
as Brazilian.
(N.A. Rio ae Janeiro, 1514Z/7, to S.O.I. Jamaica, 
etc.)

Submarines Attacked.
Daily Summary Ops. On return from patrol A/C 
sighted and bombed U-Boat 37° 30 N. 12° W. No 
hits. U-Boat stayed on surface. A/C shadowed 
until dark then contact lost.
(200 Group, 1030/7, to A.M. )
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SITUATION REPORT.

8.7.1941.
Tuesday.

Home Commands.
Three M.T.B.s from Dover operated off Etaples 
last night.

A statement of the U.3. Naval Forces now in 
Iceland is given by A.C.I.C. today.

The 9th M.L. Flotilla left Plymouth for Gibraltar 
this morning, escorted by 4 destrqyers.

Enemy Air Operations.
H.M.T. HEROINE was attacked and damaged at 
0200 today in the Thames Estuary, and was towed 
to Sheerness.

Superficial damage was caused at Great Yarmouth 
M.L. base last night.

Trawler BRAES O'MAR was unsuccessfully attacked 
at 0500 15 miles West of Blaskets.
Mining.

Operation &.M_. R.A.M. with 3 minelayers and 3 destroyers 
67 A. left Port Z.A. at 0532 B today to lay mines south

of the Faeroes. NIGERIA left Scapa at 0851 
to provide A.A. escort.

East Coast. Mines were detonated off the Tyne,Humber, 
Harwich and in the Thames Estuary.

South Atlantic.
It was erroneously reported that from 0723 to 
0750/6 a Glenn Martin aircraft machine and 
cannon gunned ships in harbour at Freetown. The 
French A/C did not open fire, but some ships 
were hit by falling shell splinters from our own 
A. A. fire.
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Mediterranean.
Wellingtons bombed Benghazi last night. Pour 
enemy air attacks were made on Mersa Matruh 
last night.

There was a heavy air raid on Haifa between 
0130 and 0330 today. Mines were dropped inside 
the harbour and the port was closed until 1848. 
Certain dangerous areas have been defined. A 
small fire was started in the refinery. No Naval 
damage was caused.

Wellingtons bombed Beirut last night, obtaining 
a direct hit on the fuel tanks. The resulting 
fire was visible 80 miles. Tripoli was also 
bombed.

China.
There are many indications that Japan is making 
all preparations for a crisis, e.g. requisitioning 
a number of fast freighters, closing businesses 
in U.S.A., Japanese fleet standing by.

%
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
C.in C.W.A. 1948/7. Request you will sail 
these Minesweepers whenever possible as 
additional escorts to E.C. Convoys from Aberdeen 
to Stornov/ay on completion of their boiler 
cleaning periods. Undue delay cannot be 
accepted. (C. in C. Rosyth 1153/8 to F.O.I.C. 
Aberdeen.)

Your 1928/7 Para.3. Regret no vessel available 
in W.A. Conmand unless it is considered that 
GLEN STRATHALLAN is suitable. (C. in C.W.A. 
1226B/8 to Adty.)

Surface vessels are not to attack submarines 
in an area enclosed by latitudes 62° 04* IT. and 
64° N. and longitude 003° W. and 006° 59' W. 
until further orders. (D.O.D.H. 1523B/8.)

Co-operation with U.S.A.
2 Battleships 2 Cruisers and 10 Destroyers of 
U.S. Navy are at Hvalfjord. 3 ( 5  groups missing) 
A/S patrol to seaward line GRROTTA AKRANES.
U.S. Admiral flying flag in Transport at 
Reykjavik. (A.C.I.C. 1031Z/8 to SUFFOLK.)

Admiralty 1818B/22 June. U.S. Signals continue 
as follows. (D.S.D.1837B/8)

Co-operation with Russia.
Following for Chiefs of Staff from MacFarlane. 
Suggest combined strength Embassy and Mission is 
no?; so large that if opportunity offers we should 
be sent a medical officer. We may want badly in 
the event of having to move from Moscow.
(No.30 Mil.Mission, Moscow 2220/8 to War Office.)

Defence of U,K.
My 1053/26. Fuel and oil now available at 
Horna Fiord U.R. (A.C.I.C. 1021/8 to C.in C. H.F.)

Movements.
Am in position (p) 043° N. 025° 30' W. at 0400A/8 
having swept from 30 miles ahead to 40 miles 
astern your reported position at 1200. Intend 
waiting (?outside territorial waters.) (Caot.D.8. 
0456B/8 to C.S. 18.)

My 1456/30/6. ARAWA will not now sail for 
Freetown. No further forecast can be given at 
present. (F.O.C.N.P* 0916B/7)

/Cancel ....
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements - Contd.

Cancel w  1029B/5. C.S.l in DEVONSHIRE is to 
sail from Scapa a.m./9 and proceed to Hvalfjord. 
DEVONSHIRE is to leave Iceland as necessary to 
arrive Scapa on about 15/7. (C. in G.H.F.
1146B/8.)

Adty. 1529/21/6. Intend to sail 4th M.L.Flotilla 
escorted by ECLIPSE 0700/11 for Reykjavik anchor
ing for the night of 11-12 in Skaalefiord. E.T.A. 
Reykjavik p.m./l3. (A.C.O.S. 1806B/8.)
Cancel my 1757. Return to harbour. (C. in C. H.F. 
1948B/8 to REPULSE.)

Operations.
SUFFOLK is to leave patrol now and return to 
Scapa after fuelling at Hvalfjord. (C. in C.
H.F. 1146B/8.)

TUNA has been ordered to proceed on the surface 
passing Bishop Rock at 0001/9 and thence by direct 
route to carryAX/S patrol in the vicinity of 048°
N. 025° W. and to act on special intelligence. 
(F.O.S. 1803B/8.) Your 1803. Direct route satis
factory. (C. in C. Plymouth 2035/8 to F.O.S.)
(A) From Bishop Rock proceed by direct route with 
despatch at your discretion establish patrol in 
position 274° D.D. 785 miles.
(B) Object title para.K of part 4 section 47 S.I.S.
(C) T.B.R. arranged. (F.0.S.1811B/8 to TUNA)
British Air Activity.

•7Voat\ - * M \  “"B v>k\
Patrols TR09T . OTAD and 3BRT due to take off about 
1230. (C. in C. R o ^ h ^ l Q a / a . )
My 1103/8. Patrols TROUT', and BERT postponed
owing to low cloud and poor visibility. (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1238/8.)
My 1906/8. Patrol BERT has been reinforced by a 
second A/C. (C. in C. Rosyth 1956/8.)
Your 1738/7. It has been arranged to maintain air
craft in the area continuously until further 
orders. This will entail the allocation of an 
average of 7 aircraft daily to this task. The only 
aircraft available in 18 Group for these duties 
are long range R/C machines or Blenheim fighters 
and their use on this patrol entails a reduction 
in operations off the Norwegian Coast, A/S patrols 
for ocean convoys, or fighter protection of East 
Coast Convoys, Para. 2. It is very desirable 
therefore that aircraft operating from Hatston 
which are now no longer under 18 Groups operational 
control should be used for these patrols/(C. in 
C. Rosyth 1500/8.)

/A.C.
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HOLE COMILAHDS.

B r it is h  A ir  A c t iv i t y  -  Contd.

Your 1841B/7. Sqdns. w i l l  embark in  FURIOUS 
not e a r l i e r  than 17/7. As many p i lo t s  as 
p o ss ib le  o f  800, 812, 817 and 880 Sqdns. should 
ga in  experience in  ARGUS "before embarking. 
(D .H .A.D . 1328B/8 to  V .A J .A .S . )

OPS. 756 8/7. R e f. 0PS./696 dated 26/6. 
Shipping may be a ttacked in  the area at n igh t 
and a ir c r a f t  may be routed through the area but 
they should not be so rou ted unless i t  is  
necessary fo r  op era tion a l reasons to  do so. 
(H .Q .C.C. 1800/8 to  19 and 16 Groups.)

Your CC/S 7010/17/4/Plans dated 8 .6 .41 . Your 
proposal that Ho. 200 Group G ib ra lta r  should be 
p laced under your op era tion a l co n tro l is  
approved. S ign a l date on which you propose 
th is  should take e f f e c t .  (A i r  M in is try  1830/8 
to  C oasta l Command.)

Enemy A ir  A c t i v i t y .

HERGIUE attacked by s in g le  a i r c r a f t  in  51° 26' 
18" H. 01° 27* 30" E. a t 0200/8/7. Ship sus
ta ined  considerab le  damage which n ece s s ita te s  
docking, and may be out o f a c t ion  fo r  some 
tim e. Ho ca su a lt ie s . A ir c r a f t  was engaged 
by 3 T raw lers, h it s  were not observed but 
a ir c r a f t  d id  not repeat a ttack . Ship was 
towed back to  base by H.M.T. EMILIOH and Tug 
ST. CLEARS. (C apt. M/S Sheerness 1148/8)

M in ing.

Departure R .A .(M ) in  AGAMEMHOH, MEHESTHEUS, 
PORT QUEBEC, CASTLETOHWELLS, and HEYTHROP. 
(H .O .I.C . P o rt  Z.A. 0532B/8.)

Scapa departure 0851 C.S.10 in  HIGERIA. 
(A .C .O .S . 0925/8.)

Two S.A. mines detonated by Sweeper at 1523/7. 
D e t a i l s . _ (C apt. ll/S Sheerness 0915/8.)
3 S.A. mines detonated today by S.A. Sweepers. 
D e ta ils .  (C apt. M/S Sheerness 1727/8.)

Lly 2128B/7/7 should read normal t r a f f i c  in  R iv e r  
Medway in  Sheerness Area may now be resumed 
In s tru c tio n s  fo r  t r a f f i c  to  keep to  west o f H o .2 
and H o .5 mooring buoys is  now can ce lled .
(Cdre. Sheerness 0959B/8.)

/S t. Albans
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Mining. - Contd.
Ten flashes and heavy explosions were seen and 
heard by C.G. Station at St. Albans Head between 
0453/8 and 0540/8. Approx, position 110°.
St. Albans 7 miles. These cannot be explained 
and no aircraft were heard or reported in vicinity 
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1041B/8.)

One red ground magnetic mine detonated 1013/8 in 
063° Tyne N. Pier Light 25 cables.
(P.M.S.O. Tyne, 1045/8.)

Observation Minefield off Folkestone Harbour 
has now been laid and will shortly be joined 
up ready for Service. (V.A. Dover, 1247B/8.)

At 1005 one green mine detonated in 51° 49.7* H. 
1° 24.6’ E. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 1507B/8)

You are to proceed to V/allsend Slipway at 0830/9. 
(C.O.I.C. Tyne 1605/8 to PYTCHLEY.)

HOLDSRITESS should be taken in hand for annual 
refit concurrently with damage repairs, time not 
exceeding 21 days unless damage repairs 
necessitate it. (C. in C. Eore. 1746B/8.)

The following mine detonated today at 0920.
Also at 1523 a mine or delayed action bomb 
exploded in 282° Spurn Point 5.6 miles. Ho 
sweepers operating but DRUMMER BOY anchored near, 
not weighing, and no machinery working.
(F.O. Humber, 1928B/8.)

Enemy Intelligence.

Chatham form white CH/W27/7/7. It is considered 
^Inconceivable that shipping of the size or 
number indicated in the Chatham form white passed 
through Dover Strait or came out of Calais 
yesterday. The shipping situation in the Straits 
was well known to me from three reliable sources 
and evidence shows that one vessel of 3-5000 tons 
and up to 20 small craft such as trawlers, barges 
and R. boats passed going East. The shipping 
strike was undertaken on this information!"
After the strike and as a result of information 
from bombers taking part. Jim Crows made a 
R/C from Dunkirk to Boulogne and sighted only 
groups of small craft. P.R.U. also reported 
Calais empty of ships. It is considered 
advisable that reports of this importance con
cerning shipping in the Dover Strait should be 
filtered by me before being broadcast. (V.A.Dover 
1146B/8.)

/471 CH/Ops......



HOST SECRET.

War Diary.
8.7.1941. ^ 3 7
Tuesday.

HOME C OHMANDS.

Energy Intelligence.

Energy Shipping 471 CH/Ops.l 8/7. Your 1146B/8/7. I am 
in Straits of speaking to you about it as soon as possible. 
Dover on 7/7." The pilots report vras not form whited until 
contd. crews had been requestioned by this H.Q.

The pilots and observers v/ho are considered 
reliable were quite convinced on the subject 
and one of the observers who has had Merchant 
Navy experience drew out on a piece of paper 
the formation giving estimated cables distance 
etc. for the benefit of the Station Cotnmander 
who also queried the report. The crews are 
still convinced they were not mistaken. I 
would point out that this was not broadcast 
as a force but only form whited in order to 
give the Aircraft’s report of the attack in 
accordance with normal procedure. (A.O.C. 16 
Group 1700/8 to V.A. Dover.)

Enemy Force A.B.C. 2 I.P.R. 1 Yacht, 4 Destroyers, 8 Motor
off Scillies. Launches 49° 48’ N. 6° W. (A.C.F.C. Duty N. 

1340/8 to 19 Group H.Q.)
Enemy course and speed are 075 15. (A/C U.3 of 
19 Group 1542/8 to 19 Group H.Q.)

Warship on 2/7.Trained Observer reports sighting on July 2nd
in Kattegat off North Jutland German warship 
with five or six guns visible from two foremost 
turrets. Vessel was heading northwards and 
was followed by three or four thousand ton 
auxiliary in station astern. Graded B.3.
(N.A. Stockholm 1601/8.)

Casualties and Defects.

HAZARD. Reports A/S Dome damaged by grounding in crack.
Divers are investigating. (S.O. 1st M/S F. 
1835B/8.)

Shipping and Convoys.

W.S.9.C. Request you include NESTOR,JUPITER,at Greenock
and LIGHTNING at Scapa in your orders for W.S.9. 
(C). (R.A.(D) H.F. 11225/8 to C. in C.W.A. )

Independent My 1907/26/5. In future merchant ships routed 
Ships. independently for overseas are to be provided

with return routes to Oban and Loch Ewe in 
addition to a route to Clyde. Ships should 
return to Clyde if they require repairs which 
they are unable to effect themselves. (D.T.D. 
1929B/8 to N.C.S.O's.)
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Raiders.
General.
My 1819B/2. FRUMENTON arrived safely.
Two ships overdue in W. Indies from U.K., possibly 
U Boat casualties.
QQQQ from unknown ship in 01° 18* S., 30° 00' Yl., 
on 5/7. Yugo-Slav ANTEilATKOVIC, estimated to have 
been in this position. 1 Single line bearings 
on 7/7 confirm presence of enemy unit either N. or 
3. of Ascension. No position can be given. 
Incomplete QQQQ on 26/6 in 88° 16' E. may have been 
from MAREEBA overdue at Colombo from Java. She 
was sighted in 8° 30* N., 89° E., on 25/6.
Now known CRAFTSMAN attacked 9/4 (Fact) not 23/4. 
Position presumably further north.
(D.D.I.C., 1739B/8)

p.25
orders.

North Atlantic.
Your 2130A/7 proceed through (P) 37° 30' 000° 00' 
(Q) 036° 15’ 002° 15*.Y/. Spanish submarines are 
exercising between Aguilas^^mn. Cartagena.
German LISBOA and ELIZABETH^FISSER left Valencia 
5th and 6th respectively for Marseilles and 
Savona. (F.O.C.N.A., 0236A/8 to 0.23).

H.G. 67
Departures.
FOXHOUND,DEPTFORD, 0.24 AVON VALE, SPIi^A, JONQUIL 
ERIN M.L. 129 with H.G. 67. M. L. 129 part company 
at 2100A/8, FOXHOUND at 1200A/9, AVON VALE at 
2100A/12. ERIN (?and) cable ship MIRROR part 
company when instructed by Commodore. JONQUIL, 
SPIREA and 0.24 will part company as (?instructed 
by) C. in C. V/.A.
(S.O. (I) Gib., 0628A/8 to Admty, C. in C. V/.A., 
F.O.S. )

LAVENDER. Ponta Delgada departure 1430 G.M.T. LAVENDER 
routed in accordance with my 1122A/7. 
(F.O.C.iM.A. , 1048A/8 to C. in C. S.A.)

PINZON. Desired to utilise for conveyance of cased petrol 
on Y/est African Coast. Request you sail her to 
Freetown. (D.O.D. (F) 1358B/8 to F.O.C.N.A.)

HERMIONE Admty 1525B/5 and 1308B/1. Move patrol line 
60 miles to S.Y/. (A.C.N.S. (P) 1402B/8 to 
HERMIONE).
Admty 1525B/5, 2047B/6 and 1402B/8. Y/hen should 
HERMIONE leave patrol to proceed to Gibraltar? 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1650B/8 to Admty).

/Returning t o ......
OS’.
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N orth  A t l a n t i c .

HERMIONE
C on td .

R e tu rn in g  t o  G ib r a l t a r  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  A.M. 
1 5 2 5 B /5 . E .T .A . 1 4 00 A /9 .
(HERMIONE, 1700A /8  t o  F .O .C .N .A .)
Your 1 6 5 0 B /8 . Assume p a t r o l l i n g  from  p .r a . /7  t o  
p .m . /9  r e t u r n in g  t o  G ib r a lt a r  t o  a r r i v e  p .m . / l 0  
She s h o u ld  com ply  w it h  t h i s  i f  p r a c t i c a b l e .  
(A .C .N .S . (F ) 2241B /8  t o  F .O .C .N .A . )

F ren ch
S h ip s .

D ep a rtu re  7 /'L _F r^ ich  PRESIDENT^LAVIT, COUR^ONNE, 
8 /7  F ren ch  DENISE.
(B i lb a o  1 5 4 9 /8  t o  M. o f  W .T .)

PETUNIA. A pproved  to  e n t e r  P on ta  D elgad a  t o  co m p le te  w ith  
f u e l  on  1 0 /7 .  S a i l  a f t e r  23  hou rs in  h a rb o u r  and 
c o n t in u e  p a t r o l .  F u r th e r  o r d e r s  f o l l o w  f o r  you  
and PEEBLES. (F .O .C .N .A . ,  1736A /8  to  PETUNIA).

LEYLAND In te n d  t o  s a i l  w ith  C onvoy H .G .68 f o r  r e f i t t i n g  
and le a v e  in  U.K. R eq u est  name o f  r e f i t t i n g  P o r t .  
(F .O .C .N .A . ,  1754A /8  t o  A dm ty).

S ou th  A t l a n t i c .

RAMO. O verdue s h ip p in g ,  c a n c e l  my 1 2 0 5 /7 , RAMO a r r iv e d  
B e ir a . ( S . O . ( I )  C apetow n, 0 7 2 5 Z /8 ) .

BALZAC Y our 1738B /7  no new s.
(N .C .S .O ., P ernam buco, 0 8 4 5 /8  t o  A dm ty).

A ir  r a id  on 
F ree tow n .

F o r e ig n  A/C o v e r  F reetow n  6 /7  (a )  G lenn  M artin  
(b )  a p p a r e n t ly  r e tu rn e d  Conakry ( c )  60 t o  3 ,0 0 0  
f e e t  (d )  0723 t o  0750 h o u r s . S h ip s  in  h arbou r 
h i t  by  M.G. and cannon s h e l l s .
(Commander S ie r r a  Leone A re a , 1 5 4 5 /8  t o  W .D .)

VILLE DE 
TAMATAVE.

Your 1 3 14 N /6 . F o l lo w in g  from  M.E.V/. S h ip  and 
ca rg o  l e s s  207 to n s  t o b a c c o  w i l l  be s e i z e d .  
(D .E .W .D ., 1736B /8  t o  C. in  C. S .A . )

NEWCASTLE. Y /earing f l a g  R .A . S .A .D . a r r iv e d  M on tev id eo  1800 
G .M .T ./8  and in te n d  t o  le a v e  1800 G .M .T ./lO . 
(R .A .S .A .D . , 1 8 1 0 Z /8  t o  Admty, C. in  C. S.A •)

/C IT Y  OF AGRA,
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CITY PF AGRA,

EMPRESS OF 
AUSTRALIA. 
PRETORIA 
CASTLE.

NORDERNEY
German.

Enemy Unit.

L L Sweepers

HIMALAYA
Italian."

A/C
Attack.

DERNA
^German).

I f  f l u  A i\J

Haifa Air 
RaicT;

8.7.1941.
Tuesday.
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
Have you any news of CITY OF AGRA from Trinidad 
3/7?
(D.T.D. 1908B/8 to N.C.S.O. Capetown).

F.O. I.C. Siraonstown*s 1721B/7. Should be sailed 
for U.K. via Trinidad as soon as practicable. 
(D.O.D. (F) 2019B/8 to C. in C. S.A.)

Para reports maintaining steam. C.3 source states 
she is leaving tonight.
(S.O. (I) Montevideo, 2052Z/8 to R.A.S.A.D. )

Simonstown indications suggest surface unit within 
60 miles of line joining 025° 018° 30* V/ and 030° 
S., 020° W . , on 7/7. Reliability 50%.
(C. in C. S.A. , 2055N/8 to S.A. Sqdn).

Request two further LL Sweepers fitted with S.A. 
gear if possible may be allocated to Freetown 
for West African area making six total.
(C. in C. S.A., 2135N/8 to Admty). Reply 2011/10.

Rio de Janeiro reports has loaded nothing in past 
week and sailing date appears quite indefinite. 
(S.O. (I) Montevideo, 2217Z/8 to S.A.D. )

Mediterranean.
Am being attacked by enemy aircraft 10 S.E. 
Famagusta. (I. I.P. (not known) 0645/8 to 
Alexandria W/T).

Left 7/7 for Genoa. (Barcelona, 0700/8).

Following is repetition of my 0429/8 addressed 
C. in C. Med., Air raid Haifa between 0145 and 
034.1 Mines dropped inside harbour. Port closed, 
(ends). (C.S. 7 0730/8 to C. in C. Med.,)
My 0710/8. Port Haifa is now open. Following 
dangerous areas exist. (N.O.I.C. Haifa, 
1848/8.)

/Enemy M. V,
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Enemy M.V.

Enemy Fleet*

Roumanian 
Shipping.

Be irut bombed
Nicosia
bombed.

Alexandria 
bombed and_ 
mined.

Enemy M.V.
U |

Submarines.
, I
i |

UPHOLDER 
M. V. sunk.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

8.7.1941.
Tuesday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
P.C. and 3. of enemy M.V. 36.52 N., 30.46 E. 
(Nore W/T 0915/8).

P.C. and 3. of enemy battle fleet are 26.03 N., 
-23.05. 260° 10 knots.
(A/C No. 1 Sqdn. , 0925/8 to Group H. Q. M.E.)
Your 0925 repeat position and type.
(Group H. Q. M.E., 1024/8 to A/C of Cyprus Sqdn.)

From American sources in Roumania.
(a) Germans reorganizing port facilities Braila 
and Galatz. (b) All Bulgarian and Roumanian ship
ping left in Black Sea is sheltering at Bourgas 
and (?Varna)
Above (A.l.) (N.A. Ankara, 1054/8).

Operational Summary 393 up to 1200 hours 8.7.1941. 
Night July 7/8, 3 Wellingtons bombed Beirut. 
Direct hit on fuel tanks. Cyprus, 7/7 Nicosia 
Aerodrome twice bombed by formations of 6 and 7 
JU. 88’s respectively. Details of A/Cs destroyed 
and damaged. 2 petrol dumps destroyed. Civilian: 
casualties.
(H. Q. R.A.F. , M.E. , 1108/8).

Part 2 Egypt. Night 6/7, about 20 unidentified A/C 
dropped mines and bombs in Alexandria Harbour 
Area. Few civilian casualties only.
(H. Q. R.A.F. M.E. , 1111/8).

P.C. and S. of one M.V.36.07 N. , 29.51 E., 300, 
4 attacked. (A/C P.3 Sqn. 1140/8 to Grp. H. Q. )

Movement Summary 31. (Capt. S.l. 1151C/8) See 
Lion Copy.

Reports at 0634/1 in 37.53 15.06 fired three 
torpedoes at CITTA DI GEnOVA class A.M.C. west
bound escorting 3 M.V.s. Torpdoes probably ran 
under. 0640/3 in 37.55 15.43 sighted westbound 
French tanker escorted by similar A.M.C., target 
passed out of range. At 1142/3 in 37.54 15.44 
fired 3 torpedoes at westbound heavily laden M.V. 
of about 5500 tons in convoy of three escorted 
by destroyer and A.M.C. Second two hits with 
mark 8 observed to sink at 1330. Immediate counter 
attack. (3.0.(S) Malta, 1223B/8).

/ILEX



1151C/8 July. I
GaTPIDllTTIAL. KESSA'E. u ' n in .

Date* o. 4 4 1® 

Reed. 1640.
From. Capt, (s '; 1st S.P.

_  Naval. Code. a. -  ------------------------------ ----------------------- ‘

ssrs.
Group 201 K.O.i/cc Cyprus,

D.FORTANP,
». _« -M--4* »  ** -*•— fc--«w-U

Suhuarino, 

H.M.S. CACHALOT

K.M. B. TACT

Hovaaont Sunsaary 31» Movenent (A ). 

Depart froro. Route through A rr iv -
AB£^__

_ , . , a+i, d r .o>K)« 0?3° 23* Noon Malta
A lexandria P .o*9tb- 0^- * 035°  06* 0l6°08« <3aun

Noon’ w i  l6th»

A- H.K.S. UNBEATEN, M alta p.u . 3th.

Alexandria pew 8th 031°36* ^7°5> $
032951' 025°24?« a t 

2100

q-m, Direct route.

Apollon i: 
Noon 12 th 
Benghazi 

p.ra. 13th.

Kerkonah 
i area p*ta© 
■' 9th.-

H.M.S. TIIRASI-BB- )
Greek Submarine 

NIBSUS,
II.11,S * PDRSEli S .

sanotuapi Cl),.

Sub.y rin q.

H.M.B. T0H3AT.

Greek Submarine F.JA-NI00LI3.

H.H®S. UNBEATEN.

as ind icated  sitmmary 30.

Sanctuary:.

036° 00* 023° 00’ -  0000 60 - 50®

North o f 035° 30* hetween 025° 30! 
and 030o 30**

U n til p.ru 11th. 0 ^ °  15' 012® 20> 
-  60 -  50%

From a .a . 12th. 032° 45' 012° 00*- -  
000° -  25 55*

H.H.S. TRTdMKI as ind icated  summary 30*

1151G/3.

Advance copy sent Ops. O.D, and 0.1 ,0 .

A .G .H .S .(P ,.
N . A. 1st S.L.
Capt. Pda.
Ops. (4<
O. D. (5J
O.D. 8,
O. 1. C. (2 ;.
M. (2) ,,
M ails.
Hovt3,
D.A./S.Jit

P . 0. (S ) "by cou rier.
E*P#£># ..

rrnw
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M ines.

M alta  R a id .

T r ip o l i  
bombed and 
m ined.

S a le  o f  
S p an ish  s h ip s *

ISORfl

Geix»a
M ines.

U2
8 .7 .1 9 4 1 .
T u esday .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

M ed ite rran ean . -  Contd.

C. in  C. M ed.,1101C /7  and A .T. 2223B /20 ILEX 
now a t  P o rt  S a id  i s  e x p e c te d  to  be read y  f o r  ocean 
p a s sa g e  ab ou t 1 9 /7 . Can she be tak en  in  hand fo r  
perm anent r e p a i r s  a t  Bombay o r  o th er  P o rt in  
I n d ia ? .  (D .O .D . (F )  1236B/8 to  F .O .C .R . I .N . 
amended 1 8 2 0 B /8 ).

Your 1025 . (N. T. in  W.D. ) R egret tu rn  su p p o rt 
im p ra c t ic a b le  to d a y . (C . S . 15 1406 /8  to 
N .L .O . P a l e s t in e ) .
R equ est f i g h t e r  p r o t e c t io n  f o r  sh ip s  o f f  iranur 
from  0530 /9  and w ith draw in g to  H a ifa  about 0600. 
T o ta l  req u irem en ts ? 3 hour3 .
(C .S . 15 1820 /8  to  A .O .C. R .A .F . P.&  T. J .  )
Your 2 0 4 0 /8 . (N .T . in  W.R. ) R egret th e re  a re  no 
o th e r  t a r g e t s .  ( M .I . J .  I . ,  2246C/8 to  C .S .1 5 ) .

REGENT o b ta in e d  su sp e c te d  mine c o n ta c t s  to  
northward when p a t r o l l i n g  on l in e  2 5 0 ° from  3 -PALMS 
betw een 5 and 15 m ile s  from  3h ore .
(C ap t. S . l .  1435C /8 , to  TRIUMPH, TAKU).

C .S .R . to  1600 h o u rs. 7 /8 . N igh t 7 /8  1 enemy 
a i r c r a f t  o v e r  bombs ( ? )  Hal F a r  no damage o r  
c a s u a l t i e s .
5 S w o rd fish  830 Sqn. l a i d  cucum bers ap p roach es 
T r ip o l i  H arbou r, 2 Sw o rd fish  dropped 2500 lb s  bombs 
from  1200 and 700 f e e t  n e a r  m is s . Medium M/DC 
o u ts id e  h arbou r and s t i c k  a lo n g  S p an ish  mole 
h i t t i n g  s e a r c h l ig h t  and p u t t in g  i t  o u t . 6 W ellin g
to n s 148 Sqnd. bombed T r ip o l i  engine sh ed s and 
ra ilw a y  s i d i n g s .  (-H. Q. M a lta , 163D /8 ).

V a len c ia ^ re  p o r t s  N av ie ra  L e v a n tisk u p  h as bought 
SAN ISIDOff, SAN JUAN I I ,  CARMEN, VICENTE, ADEJE, 
ISORjS and^TRUJILLO»4 Company and manager a re  
on s t a t u t o r y  l i s t  ( ? b u t- )  r e p o r te d  (B 2) 
a s  c lo a k  f o r  German o r g a n is a t io n  S o f in d u s .
(N.A. M adrid , 1635 /8  to  Admty) M ostly  200/300  
ton  s h ip s ,  b e l ie v e d  in ten d ed  f o r  u se  in  t r a n s p o r t 
in g  ore  from  S p an ish  M ed iterran ean  p o t t s  to  
M a r s e i l le s  and Savona for. German i n t e r e s t s .
(D .S . 674 , 1 0 /7 ) .  #

I

Your 1 0 48 /5  not to  Admty. S p an ish  S .3 .  FELIPE 
CRE3PI sunk about 2 4 /6  2 7 /6  o u t s id e  Genoa ^ b e l i e v 
ed ) by mine. Four s u r v iv o r s .  S o u rce s th re e  
d i f f e r e n t  sh ip p in g  com panies in c lu d in g  ow ners.
S .3 .  CARANZA crew r e p o r te d  r e fu se d  to  s a i l  in  
con seq u en ce . (N.A. M adrid , 1643 /8  to  3 .0 .  ( I )
G ib ) .

/Enemy
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Enemy
Destroyers.

STROMBO
(Italian)

SEEFALKE

Haifa Air 
Raid.

Benghazi and 
Beifut bombed.

Enemy M.V.

Viohy ships 
in Turkey.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

8.7.1941.
Tuesday.

Mediterranean.- Contd.
Have Vichy Destroyers been sighted in Beirut 
or elsewhere on Coast?
(C. in C. Med., 1737C/8 to N.O. I.C. Haifa).

Expected to sail Aegean during night 8 - 9/7 
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1825/8).

German motor tug SEEFALKE arrived Istanbul from 
Aegean midday/7, expected to sail for Varna a.m. 
/9. (S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1848/8).

C.A.F.0. 587/40. Air raid on Haifa lasted 0130 
to 0330/8 4 or 5 mines dropped in harbour one of 
which ha3 since been exploded by LL sweep action. 
Port closed pending completion of anti mining 
operations. One unexploded C type mine dropped 
by parachute. (N.O.I.C. Haifa, 1848/8 to C. in C. 
Med). (ch/f ^ . xjo( (^ .

Prelim. Op. Summary. 22. Night 7/8. 4 Wellingtons
Benghazi 4 Aleppo and Beirut. Fires base Central 
Mole Benghazi. Direct hit fuel tanks fire 
visible 80 miles Beirut.
(H.Q. R.A.F. , M.E., 1901/8).

P.C. and 3. of 1 enemy merchant ship at 1140/8 
036° 07’ 0290 51’ 300© 4.
(Capt. 3.1. 1925C/8 to Greek S/M PAPANIC0LI3).

Your 23543/7. (a) Reliable reports of 3 Vichy
French ships including ST. DIDIER expected to pass 
southern coast of Turkey in attempt to reinforce 
Syria. Telegram received from c. in C. Med., 
highly probable these ships will use Turkish 
territorial waters and fly Turkish flag.
(b) Danger in view of above to legitimate Turkish 
shipping these waters causing concern to C. in C. 
Med., who desires early information of all 
such sailings in order warn British Forces, (c) 
Request local Turkish authorities inform British 
Consuls in south Turkish port in advance.
(N.A. Angora, 2039/8 to Adraty).

••/GORIZIA
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GORIZIA
BOLZANO.

ATLAS
([German).

Mine -

ATREU3.

COLOMBO.

Iraq and 
Iran.

VELEBIT.

Indo-China.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

8. 7.1941. 
Tuesday. U4

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Foreign broadcasts from Rome deny sinking or 
damage to cruiser GORIZIA. Possible that the 
cruiser torpedoed and sunk by URGE on 29/6 was 
the BOLZANO. (D.S., 672 8/7).

Arrival 6/7. (Valencia 2400/8).

East Indies.
In Shatt-el-Arab. Reply to Admty. 1604/28. 
Requirements. (C. in C. E. I., 0754Z/8 to Admty). 
See Lion Copy.

My 0756/5. for consideration whether to use 
ATREUS for freight in Indian Ocean, ATREUS then 
being at about one month's notice for mining 
service. Pending decision ATREUS is remaining 
at Aden. (C. in C. E.I., 1000Z/8 to Admty)
Reply 2343B/9.

My 0746/7. Date of leaving Mombasa will now be 
16/7. (C. in C. E.I., 1108Z/8 to COLOMBO).

C. in C. E.I., 1940Z/8. See Operations Volume.

China.

Yugoslav VELEBIT due Moulmein 30/6 from Colombo 
not arrived. (3.0.(I) Singapore, 0135Z/8 to Admty).

Messages from De Coux dated 2/7 and 3/7 re oil, 
rubber etc. (C. in C China 1153Z/8 and 1155Z/8; 
See Lion Copy.

F.E.W. 38. Thai - Indo China Peace Treaty 
ratified on 5/7. Japanese Policy. (C.O.I.S. 
Far East, Singapore, 1110Z/8) See Lion Copy.
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SECRET MESSAGE

Frcza: C. in 0* East Indies.
0 7 5 4 3 / 8  Judy

IN

Date 9« 7> 3

F.ecda 0508
NAVAL CYPHER (A2) BY W/T

Addressed; Admiralty. Repeated: 3.N.O. Persian Gulf. f c0,C. Royal
Indian Navy, 702.

lS7o A»M. lS04/?8th -  (1 ) .in sid er guns end 8/Lf‘ -’nr indi spans ittl© 
to  e ffic ie n t  defence against mines by tdrevaft, Sues: C^ndito^wriceice 
I  understand beara th is out0
(' •j'j) Quns and s/Ls are net only a deisneifebui nay prevent a ircra ft 
returning vri.th another mine. *
( t i l )  without s/L s, guns and figh ter a ircra ft (when ava_.Labl3) are 
of l i t t le  use. Further, a w ell directed lig h t has a dazzling o .fe c t
on pi?wOts at c r it ic a l moment of release.
(IV ) Illum ination of a ircra ft may increase chance of observing 
accurate position  in  which mines are dropped,
(V) Gun protection  a lso required fo r  defence of unarmed barges and
minesweepers, , ,
(VI) Understand A L T 0 72 73/4-1 o f March 15th paragraph 52 second 
sentence bears out above contention. Letter however noo received by 
me and presumably lo s t . Request further copy. A.M. 1953/ 8 th June 
not to  ( ?F. 0. G, Rcyal Indian Navy) re fers.

0754Z/3

1st Lord 
1st S.L,
2nd S.L*
3rd S.L.
Vioc Ccntr. 
4th S.L. 
V.C.N.3. 
A.C.N.S. (H) 
A.C.N.3. (F) 
C ivil Lord 
Sec.
Nav. Sex:,
N. A, 1st S.L. 
P.A.S. (3) 
D.N. I. (4-)
O. D. (5)
Ops (40 M (2)
D. o f p .  (3)
0 . 1.G. 
D.S.D.9.
1. P. (3)
W.D. - 
d. m/ s. fo r  action

Advance copy sent Ops. O.D, 
& D, of L.D.

D.M.3. Basement
D.T.M. fo r  copy o f le tte r
D.D.T.M.
D.3.D. (2 )
D• o f  L#D» (2)
D.A/A.N.
D. C« 0.
D.D.T.S.D*
d. a/ s.tt.

(c .o .)

t ( i ? l  L i



iw*
1153Z/0th July.

SECRET I E S S  AGE IN

From C. in C, China. Data. 9.7.41 
Re cd. 1040

Inter Departmental Cypher (12) by Cable.

Addressed Admiralty, Repeated Il.ihAmbassador Tokyo,
Consul General Saigon, Governor Straits 
Settlements Governor hong Kong, H.II.Amb 

Wash in .ton.

045. Your 2*1-5. Decoux says Egal will he released 
as soon as British authorities wish, if we will inform 
him date it is proposed to despatch first cargo of oil* 
He says Standard Oil Company have agreed to load Swedish 
TOOTH GOTHIA at Palemhang for Indo China, Vessel is noi 
at Sourabaya, Please see my 1155Z July Oth in regard 
Decoux’s assurance on rubber question. If no objection 
is seen on this account , request Oil Company may be 
authorized to ship accordingly.

1st S.L, Advance copy sent

Nav, Sec,
N. A.lst S.L.P.A. S. (S)
Oos.(4)
O. D. (5)
D. of P. (5)
D.N. I. (4)
D.E.W.-D. (3)
D» 0 . 1). 90. 1.C. (3)
D.T.D. (4)
M . (40) for action,
1. P. (3)

----------
Admiral Chalmers 
Admiral Bellairs,(2)

IMPORTANT,

Ops, 0. I, C. M



M l- MOST SECRET
MOST SECRET. H E S S A G E . H55z/8th July

IN.
prom C. in G. China, Date 8,7.2(1.

Reed. 2347*
Tnter Departmental cypher by Gable.

Addressed (7 groups missing) Consul General Saigon., II.M. Ambassador Washington, 
II.II. Ambassador Tokyo, C. in G. ?ar East.

nfPORTLNT.

Foil a m  rig is gist of long message received from De Ooux dated 
Judy 2nd, and July 3rd, He hopes that the communication to me of 
secret annexes to his agreements with Japan and Thailand rail 
have demonstrated M s  good faith and friendly intentions. He wants 
II.II.Government clearly to understand realities of the situation facing 
him, and that his policy remains that of reducing as far as 
possible M s  contractual obligations to Japan and maintaining 
maximum trade with ourselves,. always provided we do not 
aggravate the situation by impossible requests.

2, As regards rubber he has acted on my suggestion that he should 
ask to be authorized to settle local contract for 10000 tails of 
rubber for U.S.A. Ho also renews the undertaking that balance of 
rubber destined for France shall not go to Japan and points out that 
there is now little possibility of any export to Germany,

3, He points out that the export of hides is controlled by the 
agreements with Japan of which ho has already informed us, and the 
prohibition of export of oil is designed to enable a substitute for fuel 
oil to bo used locally so as not to hinder the British bloc!sacL3 e 
These prohibitions do not concern moro than ten per cent of Indo 
China exports, little of which normally go to British possessions.

4* Ho says that ho will always bo ready to consider developing 
Trade if we would make concrete proposals for specific types of 
merchandise.

5. A separate message is being sent regarding oil and U  Egal.

115 5 Z / 8 .

Advance Copy Sent D.C., D.O.D.(F) & D.D.I.G. 1st Lord,
1st S.L,
4th S.L.
V.C.IT.S. 
i.« G.i'i. S. i F)
A.C.N.S. (T/ (2)
Sec.
Nav. Sec,
N.A.lat S.L.P.A.S.(s)
D. it. 1.(4;D.G.
D.O.D.(F)
D.D.O.D. (F)
Head of M. (30)D. of F.(2)
D.D.I.C.
I.P.(2)
17. D.
Admiral Chalmers.
D.T.D. (2 )
D.E.I7.D,
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S3CRET MESSAGE
Prom C.O.I.S. Par Bast Singapore

lllOZ/8 July 
IN

Date 9.7.J+1 Re edo 0312
interdepartmental cypher 12 by v;/t

Addressed Admiralty Tor D.N.i., Air H.A* i.cv̂ jyellii, 
pass to P.OoC, R.I.No D.N.I.Ottawa, C. in C.nast irx-icq, 
Australian Commonwealth Naval Board, (?New Zealand 
Naval Boardj) C. in C.China, Air Officer Commanding 
Par East. B.N.A-Waahingtion, H.M.A. Chungking-, -*rmy U Q  
India, G.H.q. Par East, G.0.C.Malaya, G.0*0,Burma.
Gb OaGcIiong Kong. B.A.Tokyo 135-

P E W 38. Indo China efforts being made to 
enable Britain or America to purchase large quanti oy 
of Wolfram smuggled from China to Prencn Indo China 
and thus prevent it reaching Japan, Japanese 
exerting pressure to stop rice export to Hong *-onge

Thailand, Thai Indo China peace treaty ratified 
on July 5th.

Jansn no definite indication yet as to capan s 
next movot Fence sitting will probably continue 
until Russo-German war situation clarifies. Many 
indications Japan making all preparations for crxs is 
e.g* requisitioning number of fast freighters, ea.oaj.ug 
businesses in U.S.A., Japanese fleet s^ailing 
Press and radio attacking French Indo China may be 
preliminary to occupation of Southern French indo 
China* This considered nrobab^e irrespective dm..-icn 
whether to attack U.S.S.R. or to continue Southward 
expansion.

1110Z/8
Advance Copy Ops. C.E. O.I.C.

1st Lord 
1st S.L
V. GeN. S 
A.C.N.S,(T)(2)
A„C.N#S«(P)
Nav, See.
No A. 1st S.L 
PrA.S.(S)Op Sc, (iq)
0cD.(5) vD.N. I. fiq)
0. 1.C. (3)
M(31)
D of P(3|
D.T.D.(2
d .ToB. (m '; 
d.n .a .d
D of L. D.
1. P.
W. D ____ __________
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MALAYA.

ELLINICO.

U.3. and 
Iceland7

0. B. Convoys

Report.

DIDO,

8.7.1941. 
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

145

America and V/est Indies.

My 1235/18. Following programme of MALAYA 
approved subject to your concurrence. (B.A.R.M. 
1012/8 to C. in C. A.W.I.) Concur (C. in C. A.W.I. 
1002Q/9).

Your 1739B/7 Greek ELLINICO reported by N.3. H. Q. 
Ottawa 1856/17/6 as due Wabana 26/6. No news. 
(N.C.3.0., St. John’s N.F., 1123Z/8 to Admty).

Survey party being sent Iceland by U.3. Navy 
delayed: following information meantime urgently 
required.
(B.A.D., V/ashington, 1145R/8).

My 1903Z/24 and Admty 1835B/21 1153B/26, 1646B/29 
and 1649B/29 dealing with 0.B. convoys 340, 341, 
343 and 344 respectively. Considerable 
difficulty is still being experienced in 
estimating position of 0.B. convoys. Suggestion. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1515Z/8 to Admty).

S.O.(I) Jamaica 1543R/8. (See U-Boat Campaign).

Request DIDO be directed to arrive at Ambrose 
Channel Entrance Buoy at 210C&/25 Vessel is 
expected on (date). (B.A. R. M . , 2340/8 to Admty).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

0850.
S/Ms Reported.
Italian submarine bearing 253° 2nd class at 
0850 G.M.T. (F.O.C.N.A., 1023/8 to N.A. Stn. )

2330/5 ) 
1449/6 )

If nothing found by 2000B/8 return to Shoeburyness. 
(C. in C. W.A. , 1037B/8 to PERIWINKLE).

1318

Estimated U/B dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1359B/8).

At 1318Z Italian U-Boat 255° class 3. Different 
U-Boat to that reported in my 1023.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1441/8 to N.A. Stn).

1915. Am over enemy submarine in 48.42 N., 7.03 W. 
(A/C 1915/8 to 19 Group H. Q. )
Enemy C. and S. are 090° 8. Enemy submarine 
previously reported has dived.
(A/C 1920/8 to Plymouth, 19 Group H.Q»)

1915 For information own aircraft report 049° 32* N 
001° 09f W at 1915, U boat dived heading for Brest. 
(F.O.S., 2021B/8 to TIGRIS, SOKOL, SEALION).

1918 German Submarine bearing 277° 1st at 1918 G.M.T. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 2035A/8 to N.A. Stn).

2000 Following intercept from Eire (begins) - Submarine 
of unknown nationality in territorial waters 
convenient to Howe Strand between Old Head of 
Kinsale and Court Macsherry at 2000/8. (ends) 
Presumably this is B.S.T. (F.0.1.C. Belfast, 
2228B/8 to Admty).

30/6.
South Atlantic.
S.0.(i) Montevideo reports fisherman sighted 
large submarine in approx. 019.09 S., 039.05 W., 
30/6. B.2. R.A.S.A.D. S.O. (I) Freetown informed. 
(S.O.(I) Jamaica, 1543R/8 to Admty).
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By M.L.

By A/C

By A/C

MOST SECRET.

8.7.1941.
Tuesday*

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
Depth charge attack carried out at 1155, 053° 
30' N. , 005° 02* V/.
(M.L. 258, 1220/8 to Admty?)

Am over enemy S/M in 46.32 N ., 9.08 ¥/•
(A/C Duty U, 1439/8 to 19 R Group)
Enemy 3/il previously reported has dived, attacked, 
result n il .
(A/C Duty U, 1446/8).
Enemy submarine sighted again 46.43 N ., 8.50 V/., 
enemy submarine has dived.
(A/C U, 1545/8, to 19 Group H.Q.) (P.O.S. 1921B/8 
to SEALION).

T T T Am investigating suspicious wake or swirl 
in position . 48.10 N ., 8.54 V/. Have attacked 
enemy with depth charges and estimate n il  h its.
(A/C L. 1. o f  No. 19 Sqnd. 1500/8 to 19 Group H.Q.)
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War D ia ry . W ednesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

A i r c r a f t  r e p o r t  s i g h t in g  a t  1500 to d ay  15 sh ip s  
s i x  o f  which ap p eared  to  be E -b o a ts  s t e e r in g  
50 ° betw een G uernsey and C herbourg.

U .S . D e stro y e rs  and a i r c r a f t  a r e  m a in ta in in g  A/S 
p a t r o l s  o f f  Ic e la n d  (C ).

A i r c r a f t  p h o tograph s show th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a 
-new enemy n a v a l  b a se  in  Aas F io r d  n e a r  Trondheim .

I t  i s  in ten d ed  to  s t a r t  a two day  c y c le  o f  the 
v a r io u s  C o a s ta l  Convoys betw een Portsm outh and 
M ilfo rd  Haven on 1 7 /7 .

Enemy A ir  O p e ra tio n s .

The A ir  M in is try  c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  German lo n g  
ran ge bomber e f f o r t  l a s t  n ig h t r e p r e s e n t s  an 
in te n s iv e  e f f o r t  f o r  th e fo r c e s  lo c a te d  on the 
W estern F ro n t which com prise about 300 lo n g  ran ge 
bom bers.

At 0130 /9  3 H .E. bombs were dropped in  the h arbou r 
a re a  a t  A berdeen , c a u sin g  3ome damage.

Convoy E .C . 43  was bombed about 0104 in  53 ° 5 ’ N ., 
1 °  3 0 ’ E.

There was an a i r  r a id  on Yarmouth a g a in  l a s t  n ig h t . 
N aval damage was s l i g h t  and i n e f f e c t i v e .

A few bombs dropped in  th e  P ortsm outh  a r e a  l a s t  
n ig h t  cau sed  v ery  s l i g h t  dam age.

One enemy a i r c r a f t  dropped bombs on P o rtlan d  
D ockyard a t  0334 to d ay . Very s l i g h t  damage wa3 
c a u s e d . .

A few bombs were dropped on Plymouth betw een 
0033 and 0340 to d ay . No s e r io u s  Naval damage was 
cau sed .
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Y/ar Diary.

Libya and
Western
Desert*

Vichy 
Auxiliary- 
warships at 
Iskan&erun.

Libya and 
Western Desert

Palestine 
and Syria*

SITUATION REPORT.

1409.7.1941.J- * J
V/edne3day.

Mining.
The barge BLUE MERMAID, rained and destroyed off 
Clacton this evening*

Pt -is reported that 3 southbound German -transports 
were sunk today on a Swedioh rainofiold off Qland*

Mediterranean*
3 Hurricanes last night made a successful 
attack on float planes at Syracuse.

7 V/ellingtons bombed Benghazi last night and one, 
Dema* 14 Wellingtons attacked Tripoli, obtaining 
hits on a 12,000 ton ship, on two 10,000 ton 
liners and on a 7,000 ton ship.

A Vichy French armed Trawler and an auxiliary 
tanker of 5,000 to 6,000 tons arrived at 
Iskanderun this afternoon. The Turkish 
authorities state that the ships are now under 
their protection and that they will be disarmed 
and interned, and they ask that no offensive 
action shall be taken against them by the British.

DECOY was 3lightly damaged by air attack this 
morning, whilst returning from Tobruk to 
Alexandria.

7 Blenheims attacked shipping in Tripoli harbour 
this evening. Four Blenheims are missing, one 
of which, shot down in flames over the harbour 
by A.A. crashed on a torpedo boat, setting it on 
fire.

M.T.B.68 entered Beirut harbour last night and 
depth-charged two merchant ships alongside the 
Inole.

The port of Haifa is now open.
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War Diary* Wednesday.
SITUATION REPORT.

U-Boat Campaign.
An aircraft attacked a submarine with bombs at 
1030 today in reported position 48° 47' N.
8° 23' W and estimated that 4 hits were secured. 
It seems probable that the submarine was TUNA 
who reported that she was heavily bombed by an 
aircraft at 1030B/9 and was proceeding on patrol.

ft
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War Diary.

Holyhead
A.P.

SEVERN 
and CLYDE.

Intercepted 
French 
Ships.

British
Naval
Mission.

PRINCE 
OF WALES.

AURORA.
MANCHESTER.
ARETHUSA.

1S1
9.7.19 4 1.Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Your 171UB/I+. Approved. When proposing 
re-allocations request you will consider whether 
any Boats can he released to other Commands for 
anti-invasion duties if you have not urgent 
tasks for them within your Command. (A.C.N.S.H. 
I836B/9 to C. in C. W.A.).

C. in C. Med. 1806C/6. My opinion that SEVERN 
and CLYDE should not he used in Mediterranean 
for routine patrols is unaltered. The risk 
to these S/Ms. is greater than to other types 
and unless additional risks are justifiable 
for a particularly important operation these 
S/Ms. should not,I consider,he employed in 
Mediterranean. Their high speed may at any time 
he a good asset in the Atlantic. (F.O.S. 9
to Adty.).

Para. 2 of your 2230B/6 does not accurately convey 
the sense of para, (h) of Admty.Q130B'1+. Request 
you will amend your 2230B/6 accordingly.
(V.C.N.S. 205UB/9 to F.O.C.N.P).

Co-operation with Russia.
Interviewed Admiral Kuznetzov this morning. 
Details. (No. 30 Military Mission, Moscow 231.0/9 
to War Office). See Lion Copy. (\s * - ft)

Movements.
C. in C. H.F. 2253/5 and A.S. Rosyth’s 1815/8. 
Propose following amended programme.
2. Above considered to he ifainimum time required 
to ensure that ship can provide some small 
measure of self protection on passage North.
If this is not required ship could sail on 19/7. 
(PRINCE OF WALES 1009/9).

On completion of practices P.M. today take 
MANCHESTER and ARETHUSA under your orders and 
proceed Clyde. (C. in C. H.F. 1326B/9 to 
AURORA).
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A/SPatrols.

-TUNA.

Two German 
Destroyers 
Sunk.

Air 
Attack 
on TUNA.

J-'O/o
/  7

Harrying 
U-Boats 
in Orkneys 
and _
Shetlands.

HOME COMMANDS.

1529.7.1941.X 
YYednesday.

Operations.
3 U.S. Destroyers are maintaining an A/S Patrol 
to (? South) of line Grotta Akranes. (A.C. I.C.- 
1253/9 to DEVONSHIRE).
PRESTON NORTH END and CELIA are proceeding to 
carry out an A/S patrol on a line 310° from 
Noup Head for 60 miles. (A. C.O. S. 1940/9).

Cancel my 1811B/8. Proceed on the surface at 
your discretion through 049° 25* N., 011° V/. 046° 
N., 011° W. 046° N. 0070 w . to patrol in Bay of 
Biscay South zone in accordance with P. S.C. 
Details of patrol zone follow. T.B.R. arranged 
up to last position. (F.O.S., 1319B/9 to TUNA).

Russians claim to have sunk two JAGUAR-class 
Destroyers in Gulf of Riga on 6/7. Admiral 
Kuznetzov confirms this, but not the actual 
class. (No. 30 Military Mission, Moscow 2140/9 
to VYar Office). See Lion Copy.

British Air Activity.
Am over enemy submarine in 48° 47* N 8° 23’ YY.
Have attacked with bombs level and estimate 4 
hits. (A/C Duty Y 1030/9 to 19. R Group H.Q. ) 
U-boat steering 260° attacked by A/C in 48° 47’ N. 
08° 23’ VY. at 1030/9 and possibly damaged. After 
taking off crew of Sunderland, sink it, and 
proceed to search for U-boat assuming she surfaces 
at dark and makes for Brest or Lorient. To keep 
clear of SOKOL do not proceed E. of 7° VY. 
when S. of 49° N. (C. in C. Plymouth, 1921/9 to 
BR0CKLE3BY).
Your 1621B/9. I was heavily bombed by one 
A/C at 1030B/9. My position 049° 16’ N 008°
58’ VY. course 263° proceeding in accordance with 
your 1811B/8. (TUNA, 2210B/9).

Your 1300/8 and my 1738/7. If permanent patrol 
not practicable request one A/S search daily in 
the area named in my 1738/7. Time of search 
to be varied. 2. Close A/S escort will normally 
be provided by Fleet resources. A special 
signal will be made if thi3 cannot be done.
(C. in C. H. F. 1416B/9 to C. in C. Rosyth).
Your 1416/9/7. Patrol will be carried out by 
Whitley Aircraft from 1830/9 to 0200/10.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1730/9 to C. in C. H.F. )
My 1730/9. Understand patrol will be flown 
from 0200 until 1400 daily by A/C from Twatt. 18 
Group will maintain patrol for remainder of 24 
hours if practicable. (C. in C. Rosyth 2036/9 
to C. in C. H.F.)

/Patrols
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M E S S A G E  2140/9 July,

From No* 3 0  M ilitary  Mission Moscow, Date, 10/7/4.1 
Reed 0110.

CIPHER

Addressed, The V/ar O ffice

25389
Navy O56 cipher 9/7.
To The Admiralty from Head of Naval Mission Moscow, 
I  load an interview with Admiral Kuznetsov Head of

Russian Havy this morning. He was at pains to impress on me how he 
wished fo r  close co-operation between us as Naval O fficers and free  
frera any p o lit ic a l influences. He was most gratefu l fo r a l l  technical 
information and advice we had. already given but said he was not so 
sa tis fied  at the way his s ta f f  were putting this into practice. He 
than introduced me to Rear Admiral Dolinin who i3 to take the place 
■of admiral Kharlamov in  meetings with our mission. I  congratulated 
Kuznetzov on action Gulf of Riga on July 6th reported in  press today. 
Russians claim to have sunk 2 Jaguar class destroyers. He confirmed 
t i l s  but not the actual c lass. He also stated that they hod had losses  
since the beginning of the war due to suddenness of outbreak but these 
were not serious. Message ends.

N .a. 1st S.L. 
D.O.D.(H) 
D.D.O.B. (II) 
D.O.D. (l?) 
D .D .0 .D .O ) 
Duty Gapt. 
lid of M ,(10) 
D .N .I. (4-)
D. D, I.C . (2 )
D of p. (2 ) 
D*? » d#D#
E. P.3.
i .p .  (2)
W.D.

1st Lord. 
1st S.L. 
3rd S.L.

2140/ 9.
Reed by hand from War O ffice.
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HOME COMMANDS.

British Air Activity-Contd.
Patrols. U.S. Air Patrol working from Hvalfiord is 

operating in the area 25 miles from Skagi. 
(A.C.I.C. 1253/9 to DEVONSHIRE).
Your letter of 23/6. The proposed air Patrols 
are very satisfactory. (KING GEORGE V. C.O.S. 
2330B/9 to A.C.N.S.H).

Ostend
Helder
Rotterdam
attacked.

On day 8/7 the Docks at Ostend and Helder and 
the Oil Storage at Rotterdam were attacked. 
(H.Q.B.C. 1640/9).

North Sea 
RJO r" 
Situation. 
No. 114 
Squadron.

AP/66 9/7 2151B/2. A.O.C. in C. concurs in 
proposal to return No. 114 Squadron to Bomber 
Command. Consider present situation permits 
adequate R/C of North Sea with Squadrons on the 
East Coast including available aircraft of Nos. 
500 and 608 Squadrons. If situation demands 
it East Coast Squadrons could be reinforced 
from Hudson Squadrons in the West. (H.Q.C.C. 
1955/9 to Adty.).

818
Sqdh.

On completion of foreign service leave 818 
Squadron equipped with 9 Swordfish is to undergo 
a course in Army co-operation duties. (5th S.L. 
2005B/9 to V.A.N.A.S)»

Convoy 
E.C.. 4.5•

Enemy Air Activity.
Enemy A/C bombing Convoy 'Might'. My petition 
53° 5’ N. 1° 30’ E. (WHADDON 0104/9) (WIDGEON 
0112/9).

Plymouth
horabed.

Several enemy aircraft in area between 0033 and 
0340/9. Slight damage North Yard and R.W. Yard. 
Details. (C. in C. Plymouth 0427/9, S.C.E. D'port 
1630/9).

Portland
hombed.

Attack by one enemy aircraft on Portland Dockyard 
at 0334/9. 5 bombs. Superficial damage to 
2 small surface craft, also Dockyard crane and 
railway line damaged by debris. (P.O.I.C. Portland 
0750B/9, O.C.W. Portland 1700/9).

/Yarmouth....
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Yarmouth
Bombed*

Aberdeen
bombed.

AKRANES 
(Bombed' 4/7).

Portamouth 
Area bombed.

JENNIFER 
(Bombed 6/7).

Plymouth on
ini

E-Boate off
Channel
Islands.

Main Units.
Suspicious
Drifter.

New Naval 
Base at 
Trondheim.

HOME COMMANDS.

9.7.1941.154
Wednesday.

Enemy Air Activity - Contd.
Enemy air attack night 8/9.
Slight damage to main railway lines - station 
closed. Utilities slightly affected.
(F.O. I.C. Yarmouth, 1010B/9 1005B/9).

3 H. E. bombs dropped 0130/9 on quays in harbour 
area Aberdeen. No naval damage or casualties. 
(F.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1016/9).
Damage to harbour installations. Details.
No warning sounded in area until after attack. 
No A.A. fire opened on plane.
(P.0. I.C. Aberdeen 1240/9).

Wreck of AKRANES lies in 54° 05’ 45'* N. 00° 071 
25" W. (P.0. Humber, 1055B/9).

Slight damage sustained owing to enemy action on 
the night of 8/9 at Horsea Island.
(S.C.E. Portsmouth 1600B/9).

My 0859B/6. JENNIFER in tow of YORKSHIREMAN 
arrived Humber 2215. (F.O. Humber, 2239B/9).

Mining.
At 0645/7 Red mine detonated by Sweeper in 50° 
17' 58M N., 4° 10' 50” 7/. (C. in C. Plymouth, 
1704/9).

Enemy Intelligence.
Aircraft of 10 group reports sighting at 1500/9 
15 ships between Guernsey and Cherbourg, six of 
which appeared to be E. Boats. Course 050°.
(C. in C. Plymouth 154L/9).
Latest reported positions. (D.D.I.C. 1819B/9).
A steam drifter number 361 wearing Netherlands 
colours reported by aircraft at 1745Z/8 in 
62° 21 ’ N. 20° 251 7/. course 330° speed 8 knots 
should be treated with suspicion.
(D.D. I.C. , 1823B/9).

Photographs at 1530/9 confirm reported existence 
of S/M and Light Craft Base at Aas Fiord. Details 
seen. (P.R.U., 7/ick, 2330/9). See Lion Copy.
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2330/9  J u l y .
M E g 3 A 0 E X IT

From : PRU Wick D a te : 1 0 .7 ,4 1 ,

R eed. 0130
______________P /L  by T / P ________________________________

A d d re sse d : 18 Group, re p e a te d  H .Q .C .C ,, A d m ira lty ,
Bomber Command A 1 3 (H .D .), PRU B enson , R .A .F . 
Medme nham, 42 Squadron.

R e f . WK/G106.
FORM WHITE IMMEDIATE

N /220.

P h otograph s tak en  a t  1530 hou rs on 9 /7 /4 1 .

Mew N aval Base n ear Trondheim.

P h otograph s through g a p s in  c lou d  a t  head o f 
A as F jo r d  co n firm  re p o r te d  e x i s te n c e  o f  Base f o r  subm arines 
and l i g h t  su r fa c e  c r a f t *  S ix  S/Ms seven  M. C la s s  mine
sw eepers one T/B two N aval depot s h ip s  and nine su p p ly  
sh ip s  a re  se e n  and th e re  i s  ev ery  in d ic a t io n  th a t fu r th e r  
re c o n n a issa n c e  w i l l  show o th e r  N aval u n i t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f f  
L a n g s te in  where c lo u d  oovered  th e  e n t i r e  b a y . Sh ip p in g  

seen  d isp o se d  a s  f o l lo w s .  At head o f  Aas F jo r d  in  mouth 
o f  H o p lee lv  a lo n g s id e  North bank 400  f t ,  depot sh ip s  
p ro b ab ly  GRILLE w ith  th re e  500 to n  S/Ms a lo n g s id e .  A lso  
one M, C la s s  U /S  and fo u r  V /V s  over 200 f e e t ,  a lo n g s id e  
which l i e  two f u r t h e r  500 to n  S/ms and one 250 to n s  S/M*
A fu r t h e r  M. C la s s  U/S ap p ro ach es t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  In  Lo 
F jo r d  south  o f  the above th e re  i s  a n o th e r  N aval depot 
sh ip  p o s s ib ly  the SAAR th ree  M. C la s s  m/ s  one T/B 200 f t .  
and fo u r  13/V b  o ver 200 f t .  At Hooy th ere  i s  an o th er  i / v  
w ith  p ro b ab le  S/M a lo n g s id e .  E n te r in g  Aas F jo r d  are  one 
M/V 330 f t *  and  two M, C la s s  i l / S  one o f  w hich i s  h ead in g  
f o r  L a n g s te in ,

Trondheim

Twelve E/R b o a t s  and th re e  o ld  minor N aval u n i t s  
p r e s e n t  on 8 /6 /4 1  a re  no lo n g e r  in  p o r t .  Only N aval u n i t s  
now p r e se n t  a re  one 3LEIPNER t/ p  C a ta p u lt  ship,WESTFALEN, 
and A/C s e c u r i t y  v e s s e l  HANS ROLSHOVEN. Whale o i l  c a r r i e r  
C .A , LARSEN moved from  Roads and now a lo n g s id e  ore j e t t y  
a t  I l s v l k e n .  S h ip p in g  in  R o ad stead  co m p le te ly  changed 3ince 
8 /6 /4 1  new co m p rise s  8 J^/Vs over 200 f t .  At quays sh ip p in g  
s l i g h t l y  d e c re a se d  s in c e  same d ate  and l a r g e l y  ch an ged .
S l ig h t  d e c re a se  in  number o f  s e a p la n e s  a t  I l s v ik e n .  
C o n sid e ra b le  in c re a se  o f  A/C a t  Lademoen A/D where now 
p r e se n t  16 A/C o f  w hich one J u .  52 one p o s s ib le  g l id e r  
and the rem ainder p ro b a b ly  f i g h t e r s .  C o n s tru c t io n a l 
a c t i v i t y  c o n t in u e s .

2350 /9
1 st  Lord
1 s t  S .L ,
4 th  S .L .
5 th  S .L .  
V .C .N .S .
A .C .N .S .(H )
A .C .N .S ,( T ) ( 2 )
Nnv,
N.A.

S e c .
to  1 s t  S .L m

C a p t. Pirn. Adn^ Use 
O p s .(4 )

♦

O .D .(5 ) 
D .N .I . ( 4 )  
D .T .D .t4} 
D .T .D .iM  
D .T .D .JC )
0 .  1 . c . ( 4 ;
D. o f  P » (3 )  
C d r. Hoobroofc 
D .A ./8 .W .
1 .  P . ( 3 )
W.D.^

D .P .D .
D .S .D .(2 )
M.(2)
D . N.A.D.
E .  P .S .  
A .H .q .H .F . 
D .D .O .D . ( M)



11333/9thMSS s a g ;

Co in Co Westorn Approaches^From:
Reed

.ddressod F.O.I.C. Milford Ilavon, F.O.I.C. 3clfast, N.C.S.O. 
Milford Haven. Repeated Admiralty, C, in 0o Plymouth 
Fi 0,I. C» Liverpool, F. 0.1« C. Cardiff, N.Ool.C. 
Holyhead, H.Q.F.C. , H. Q.C.C. Air Ministry, 15 Group 
19 Group, N.C.S.O. Horsey, N.O.S.O, Cardiff, N.C.S.O. 
Holyhead,

To oxpedito Coastal traffic of ships over 1,000 tons, it 
is requested that F.O.I.C. Milford Haven will sail northbound 
Convoys as required on days when thero is no O.B.M. or O.G.M. 
departure^ Those will ho known as M H (Milford Holyhead) 
convoy3r.
2, On reaching position "G'* (off Holyhead), the convoy will 
disperse and the ships proceed independently to their destinations

3* To facilitate air protection in the dangerous aroa, and in 
view of the small surface oscort available they should leave 
Milford Haven as early in the morning as possible.

k* After dispersal, the escorts will procood to Holyhead to 
await the next BB (Southbound) convoy* or return to Milford 
Haven direct.

5. Bscorts will be provided by the trawlers HUDDliRSFIBLD TOWN 
LB.jDS UNIT3D, YORK CITY, and D3R3Y COUNTY, supplemented by tho 
y^cht section of tho Irish Sea Bscort Forco.

6. F.O. I.G. Belfast is requested, as a temporary moasuro, to 
replace thoso trawlers in tho Irish Sea Bscort Forco by others 
in Belfast under notice to proceed abroad. Arrangements will 
bo mado lator to provod permanent reliefs.

7* As a further help to Coastal traffic, ships of loss than 7- 
knots may, at tho discretion of N.C.S.O, Milford Havon, bo 
included in O.B,M, and O.G.M. convoys to position "G1* whon



C 5

To R.A, 3, 450„ Date. 9.7,41
C, in C., Hone Fleet. G07.C, in 0. He,3tern Approaches. 905.
MALAYAeRepeated, C. 0,N„F,

F, 0.10w, Iceland. (C) 479
0. Or A0 0 i haJ x -*.x.
N, y, Iu Q, iOttawa, 057.
F,Os 1-C0Liverpool,
Fd 0. :i, 0o Greenock,
• F, 0.1,0,Belfast.Cs in G, America and West Indies. 
Oc in C0 Plymouth, 721.
R,Aj ;,L>; Home Fleet, 650,

172.

Naval Cypher (Al)
From Admiralty,
1. Convoy T. G. 12 Composed of ORION, DUCHESS OF YORK, 
EMPRESS OF CANADA, STRATUM 0R£f AND STRATHNAVER carrying H5CO 
personnel from Canada will leave Halifax on July 21st.
2. Speed of slowest ship 18 knots.3. Ocean escort from Halifax to the U,K. will he 
provided by H.M,S,MALAYA strencthoned if necessary hy 
"A" class battleships,4. A/8 escort will bo provided throughout by 6 destroyer
5. A/A escort will be provided by an A/A cruiser from 
vicinity of Iceland (C).6. R,A.3 is requested to sail and route convoy to paec 
through position "A” in approx. 53 decs OO* 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N. 49 degs
00’ W, stating estimated time of arrival at this position. Admiralty will adjust position "A" if necessary and 
will issue onward route to the Clyde.
7. 0. in C, Western Approaches is requested to:(1) Arrange for destroyer escort from Halifax to 

rendezvous "X" in vicinity of Iceland (c).(2) Provide destroyers to escort from rendezvous 
"X" to Clyde after fuelling at Iceland (C).(3) To provide A/A cruiser to escort from rendezvous 
"Y".(4 ) To arrange rendezvous X and Y.

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
2nd S.L.
3rd S. L.
4th S.L.
5th S.L. V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S. (H 
A.C.N.S. (F, v A.C.N.S. (T)(2) 
N.A, 1st S.L.
D. of P. (2) 
D.O.D. (F)D. D.O.D. (F) 
D.O.D. (II)
D. D.O.D. (H)

M MT M l  =13«03S ISOV

1743D/9
for D. 0. D. (H) Approved A. C.N. S. (H)

D, S. D,
D» of L.D.
D, N. A. D.D.A./.S.W.
D.M.S.I.P. (2)W. D.Duty Captain.
Head of II,
D.T. S.D.
D. D. I. C.
E. P. S.n t t> (?,)__yr.Cdr. Wilson)



MOST SECRET

Y/ar Diary*

M. T. B. 5*
(Accidental
explosion
30/6)^

EDINBURGH.

VALOROUS.

Route and
Vesca
Signals.

M.H. Convoys.

Kites and 
Balloons.

Convoy T.C.
12.

HOME COMMANDS.

9.7.1941.
V/ednesday.

Casualties and Defects.
My 1256B/1. M.T.B* 5 is considered to be a total 
loss. (V.A. Dover 1701B/9).

Is 9^ months out of dock, (?resulting in) 
estimated loss 3 knots and 12% increase fuel 
consumption at maximum 3peed. Propose 3hip is 
docked for 24 hours on arrival or as soon as dock 
is available. (F.O.C., 18th C.S. 1832A/9).

At 0730 today VALOROUS struck submerged object 
in 052° 46' N., 001° 56' 10° E. No apparent 
damage but request Diver may examine post and 
rudder on arrival at Sheerness. (VALOROUS 1231B/9 
to C. in C. Nore).
(C. in C. Nore 2253B/9 to F.O. I.C. Yarmouth).

Shipping and Convoys.
Requirements of VESCA system are outlined in A.M. 
1956/17/3. Instructions regarding VESCA Signal 
are embodied in A.M. 1406B/13/6 and 2024B/6/7, and 
instructions regarding Route Signal in 1954/7/7. 
Impress upon all N.C.S.O.s absolute importance of 
strict compliance with instructions contained 
therein. (A.C.N.S. (T) 1100B/9 to Cs. in C.)

To expedite coastal traffic. F.O. I.C. Milford 
Haven to sail northbound convoys on days when 
no 0. B.M. or O.G.M. departure. These will be 
known as M.H. (Milford Holyhead) convoys. 
Instructions. (C. in C. Y/.A., 1133B/9). See Lion 
Copy.

In accordance with agreement reached regarding 
flying of kites and balloons at night by merchant 
ships in convoy on the east coast it is proposed to 
issue the following instructions.
(A.C.N.3 . (T) 1741B/9 to Air Min.)

Composition, date of leaving Halifax, etc.
(A.C.NJ3 • (H) 1743B/9 to R. A. 3 etc). See Lion 
Copy.
Escort. (See America and V/est Indies).

/Coastal



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Coastal
Convoys.

H.X. 155. 

Cam Ships.

D. S.8_

P.N. and
F.S. convoys

156
9.7.1941.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys. - Contd.
2-day cycle to start on 17/7. (C. in C. Plymouth 
1812/9 to Admty etc). See Lion Copy.

Met as arranged. Fog for first five days.
Attacked by U/Boats from 40° W. to 18° W. Ships 
sunk;- SOLOY, BROCKLEY HILL, MALAYA II, MAA3DAM 
and GRAYBURN. Damaged and arrived KONGSGAARD and 
TIBIA. Straggler VIGRID sunk. Anti U/B operations 
particularly successful.
(D.T.D., 1827B/9 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).

Normally stationed in rear of convoys, but are 
not to be detailed as Rescue Ships.
From overseas assembly ports Cam ships and those 
fitted with Bofors gun are to be indicated in 
Part II para. 9 of convoy sailing telegram by 
letter C. or B. respectively after name of 3hip. 
(D.T.D. 1916B/9 to N.C.S.O.s).

ULSTER MONARCH, ROYAL SCOTSMAN, ROYAL ULSTERMAN, 
are required to sail in convoy D.S. 8 (Date) 
from Clyde. ULSTER MONARCH and ROYAL SCOTSMAN 
will be required for exercises on return.
(D.C.O. , 2249B/9 to V.A.C.T.C. )

Additional escorts. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 2359/9 to 
• C. in C. Nore, etc). See Lion Copy.



SECRET POSTAGRAH
1812/9th Ju ly

$6A
IN

PROM Commander in C h ief 
Plymouth

DATE 11,7.41 
RECDc 1220

proposal to  introduce a two day cy c le  fo r  C oasta l Convoys, 
ic  is  intended to  s ta r t  th is  programme on 17th Ju ly .

programme on 17th Ju ly , P.W.6 s a i l in g  on 19th, P.W.7 on 
21st and so on eve ry  two days.

p o rts  as in  o ld  programme on 18th Ju ly , W.P.7 on 20th 
Ju ly , W.P.8 on 22nd Ju ly , and so on every  two days.

w i l l  he able to  conform as regards s a i l in g s  between 
Portsmouth and Dartmouth. In  order to  prov ide the 
a d d it io n a l esco rts  requ ired  i t  is  suggested that the A/S 
tra w le r  group sta tion ed  at Portland  should be used. I t  
is  understood that these are now employed p a t r o l l in g  
in  Lyme Bay. I  have a lread y  withdrawn s im ila r  p a tro ls  
in  other p a rts  o f  the Plymouth Command and consider that 
these might lik e w is e  be withdrawn.

P.W .5 w i l l  s a i l  from Dartmouth as in  the old

S im ila r ly  W.P.6 w i l l  s a i l  from B r is to l  Channel

I t  is  hoped that Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth

1812/9
+ Proposal o f two day Convoy 
c y c le .

1st Lord 
1 st S • L * 
V .C .N .S .

D .T .D .(C ) 
D. o f  S .T.

N .A. 1st S.L W.xu ~ ____
I.M .N .G .

O.D.8.
D .N . I . (4 )
D, o f S.2A. 
D.T.D,

BAA. D.T.D.

M2) . N
D, o f  P . (3 )
D. o f L .D .(2 )



If13
SECRET. MESSAGE. 2359/9th Ju ly . IN.

Prom P .O .I.O .H arw ich . Date. 10*7.41.

P/L by T/P.
Pecd. 00331,

Addressed G0 i n C 0Nore, 1st D iv is ion  Corvettes LA' MELPOMENE 
repeated C. in  C0 RosyVh Adm iralty P.O.IoC.Humberj, Ni>C03,Q0 
Southern

F^No EoOo TT* Q •C a O o

If. 91. . 5 390
k- 92 — 5 40*

mo 45 , 5’410
k $3. - 9 4lo

46. 542.
— 46. \ 43c

u. 94. - 6 44.

KITT IWAKE, AGATE, TURQUOISE 
MALLARD, SAPPHIRE, BASSET* 
WIDGEON, KINGSTON OLIVINE. 
GUILLEMOT, LADY PHILOMENA. 
LA MELPOMENE. TANGO. 
SHELDRAKE,SWORD DANCE. 
PUFFIN, LORD PLUNDER.

WIDGEON and KINGSTON OLIVINE leave E .C . 45 o f f  the Outer 
B .ow a\ingenter the Humber, and s a i l  on 15/7 so as to jo in  F .s .  
541 o f f  the Outer Slow sing  at 2100/L5/7.

SHELDRAKE and SWORD DANCE leave E .C .46 o f f  the Outer 
31. ow sin g  enter the Huntoer and s a i l  on 17/7 so as to jo in  
F.S.543 between Flamborough Head and 62 D Buoy at 2100/17/7

1st D iv is ion  corvettes and LA MELPOMENE acknowledge.

2359/9.
Advance copy Ops. Trade

A .C .N .S .(T ) (2 ) .
N . A . ls t  S .L .
Capt.Pirn.Admiralty Hse, 
Ops (4 ).
O . D . ( 5 ) .
Q.D .8.
M .(2 ).
0 .  1.C. (2 ) •
M a ils ,
Movts.
1 . P . ( 3 ) .
D.A./»S.W  .

D.T»D. 
D.T.D . 
D.T.D .

\



MOST SECRET
U l

War Diary*
FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.7.1941.
Wednesday.

North Atlantic.
French For M.E.Y/., passed 8th. French Ships Westward
Convoys. PENERF in ballast ILE R0U33E, BOREAL both full.

Eastward AISNE, BRESTOIS, OUED SEBOU II,
3AINTE ODETTE, all full.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0919A/9 to Adxnty).

FURY. May call at Ponta Delgada about 11/7 and if so
will require about 300 tons oil fuel.
(D.O.D. (F) 1325B/9 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada).

CHALLENGER
3TARW0RT.

Ponta Delgada departure 1945 G.M.T./8 routed in 
accordance with ray 1124A/7. (F.O.C.N.A., 1056A/9 
to C. in C. S.A.)

Force H»_ 3.0. Force H's. 2256A/5, concur. Suggest NELSON
NELSON. should remain with S.0. Force H after convoy

W.S. 9 C. If suitable relief can be found I would 
like her to give leave in August.
(C. in C. H.F., 1524B/9 to Admty).

KERSTEN MILES Reliably informed she intends filling up with gas 
(German7» oil fuel. (Consul, Las Palmas, 1615/9).

A/C attack 
on Convoy
IzC

Your 1713B/4 which is being passed to C. in C.
3.A. Objects sighted falling 2 miles on port 
bows of convoy at 1005/1. These considered by 
Commodore in PALACIO and master of LEADGATE to 
have been jettisoned bombs which did not explode. 
Only report of parachute mines came from master 
of SAGAING whose ship was on starboard side of 
convoy, report considered probably unreliable. 
SAGAING proceeding to CapetoYm without calling at 
Gibraltar. (F.O.C.N.A. 1924B/9 to Admty).

South Atlantic.
NORDERNEY At Para, maintaining steam C.3 report states
German^ leaving night of 8/7.

(S.O.(I) Freetown, 1132N/9 to Admty).

ORION. C. in C. Med., 1532/22/6 which is being passed 
to Simonstown, ORION requires to dock before she 
is fit to undertake ocean passage. Estimated time 
in dock 2 weeks. Propose she sails p.m./ll arriv
ing Simonstown a.m./13. (N.L.O., Durban, 1410Z/9 
to F.0.1.C. Simonstown).

/Aircraft



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Aircraft 
and Merchant 
ihips.

SABITONGA 
^German).

Middle East 
Campaigns.

Haifa
bombed*

Alexandria.

Benghazi
bombed.

Syria.

OSIRIS
RORQUAL.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

15?9.7.1941.
Wednesday.

South Atlantic. - Gontd.
System of recognition. (C. in C. S.A., 2049N/9 
to Admty Amended 0756N/10) See Lion Copy.

Intelligence, from 24/4 to 14/6, and deduction 
as to further raider movements. (C. in C. S.A., 
to C. in C. E.I., 2241N/9) See Lion Copy.

Mediterranean.
Situation. Personal to Gen. Collins from Shearer. 
(C. in C. M. E., 0240/9 to Z/.O.) See Lion Copy.

Night 7/8. Haifa heavily bombed by JU. 88s or 
Vichy aircraft. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1104/9) See 
also 1919/9.

Op. Summary No. 394 Part 2. Night 7/8. 1 
unidentified aircraft dropped bombs near Arniriya 
Alexandria. No damage.
Night 7/8. 3 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi starting 
2 large fires and explosions on railway sidings 
at base of Cathedral Mole. Further fires started 
near base of Central Mole.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. , 1106/9).

OSIRIS leaves Malta 2000B/9 (route) arrive Anti 
Kithera a.m./l5 Kaso p.m./l6 and Alexandria a.m./l9. 
Request any information of West Coast of Greece and 
condition of Southern Aegean may be signalled 
direct to OSIRIS. My 1215B/7 RORQUAL leaves Malta 
2000B/10 (route) along Cyrenaican Coast to 0230 20' 
thence to Alexandria as directed by you. Anticipate 
she will arrive Apollonia p.m./13 and Alexandria 
a.m./l7. (S.O. (S) Malta, 1330B/9 to Capt. S.l. 1335 
B/9 to TAKU, TRIUMPH CACHALOT).

/Enemy Units



i S f y

2049N/9th J- m
Date 10.7.41

Reed. 1026

Addressed. Admiralty.

247* In the absence oi* any system o f recognition between 
a ir c ra ft  and merchant ships, a ir c ra ft  operating from bAGLb .and 
IGRIvIjS ? in the South A tlan tic  have found that only practicable

instruct them e ith er by signal or message droppod on deck to 
steer towards the ca rrie r . I f  ship does not obey she is dealt 
with in accordance with Admiralty Message 1310/2/3/40 
paragraph.M and th is action was employed by AAGib recen tly  
in operation against enemy supply ships. Example throe o f 
your 134^/20/ w i l l  make i t  necessary fo r  carriers  to close a l l  
merchant ships sighted by their a ir c ra ft  in order to estab lish  
th eir id en tity . This is frequently impracticable. The reason 
fo r  example is  appreciated, 3fc is  therefore suggested that a 
system o f recogn ition  bo two on a irc ra ft  and merchant ships-.fs 
an important requirement on the South A tla n tic  Sta.tion and 
that proposed in  S.A. No. 305/088 o f 9th March 1941 is 
suggested fo r  use in areas such as South A tlan tic  in which onomy 
a ir c ra ft  are, often mot.

Ops. (4 ) 
O.D. (5 )
0 . 1.C. (3)
1 . P. (3 ) 
D.S.D. 9 
D.A/3.YA 
W.D.

1 Mr/ 2049N/9 (

Advance Copy -  Ops. O.D. Trade 

/ Pro sumo 1345/20 intended.

N.A. to <lst S« L.

action



SECRET. IRES SAGE« IN.
2241H/9th July*

promi C. in C« South. Atlantic•
DATE: 10*7*43.
RECD: 1119*

______ _______ TTAVAT, CYPHER "Xu BY N/T«_
Addressed; C. in C. East Indies*

0606Z/4. , , .
1) BABITONGA left Santos on 24th April and proceede 

a position thirtyt'.v0i degrees South fifteen degrees West appro..
and was ordered then to go Worth by w/1* ,+Vl

2) Shin was in area twentyeight degrees South fifteen
decrees West from approximately eighth to thirtieth3) On May thirtieth she- embarked sevent^ine prisoners^ 
fraa raider whose captain’s name was seated to he Roofo~0 -
ahoy ra^ GI’R^ep'L instructed BABITONGA to proceed North and she
proceeded N°^°^4^ wĵ mey*risonerg Were transferred to vessel 
nnmed ALSTERTOR in five degrees North thirtyfive degrees
appr^ ' ^ t e l ^ BIT0NGA was then ordered to proceed Sou thto
position she was in on May thirtieth and was met hy LONDON on
the way to that position* . , . _ +

7) BABITONGA could have heen in this position «.o
beginning or middle of July and likely that she was to mee- 
same raider there and possibly another from the North* i* 
Indication that cither of these raiders tasOce°n but possible may intend to do so m  same waythatoexo sinlcincs of supply ships in Indian Ocean raiders have
moved to South Atlantic.

1st Eord.
1st S.L*
4th S.L.V.G.N.S. , xA.C.N.S. (h )
jf.C.N.S* (P) 'A.C.N.S.(T) (2)
Nav. SecN. A. 1st S»L«Cajit, Pim,Admiralty House. 
Ops (4)
O. D. (5)
D.N.I (4)D.T.D. (4)D.T.D.(C)
D.T.D. (M)
0.1.0. (4)

224LN/9.

Advance copy: Ops* ? 9o.D> tz G*x,IP « 0 9 As A v A
A.C.N.S.(F) & D of F.

D of P (5)Gdr. Holbrook 
D.A/S .W.
I.P. (3)W . D . -----
D.P.D.D.S.D. (2)
M (2).



- ' ; 02k0/9th July.
MESSAGE. IN

,
in 0. Middle East. Date: 10,7.41.

Reed: 1135*

__________________ CIPHER , ____________________._______
Addressed, The War Office, Repeated, C. in C. Ifedia, British Military 

Attache, Ankara. Prodrome. Jeddah*

26210. i/30207 cipher. 9/7. First of four parts.

Personal to Goru Collins from Sheerer.
East Africa, General Gazzerchs surrender of about 

3000 sq. miles of territory in Galla Sidano province together 
•with all remaining Italian Troops war material etc,, S. of 
R.Nile reduces Italian hold in E,Africa from 658COO sq. miles 
at beginning of the war to the few square miles of territory 
surrounding Gondar. Of nearly quarter million Italian Troops 
originally charged with duty of protecting positions in E. Africa 
only handful of saae 3,000 whites and few thousand nativo levies 
remain. From great array of Generals only Nasi, Martini 
and one or two others are left in Gondar, Of the considerable 
Italian Air Force that claimed control of E African skies a 
few planes remain lurking under ground in caves near Gondar. _ -•
The huge Italian losses in tanks, guns and equipment of all 
kinds will take time to sort out but these considerations are 
crashing blows to Italian war potential* \

Second Part,

In the Assab area 600. white Italians under Colonel Raugoi 
wandoring in vast sunbaked Danakalian desert are in no condition 
to offer resistance. Their surrender is expected at any 
moment. As regards Gondar conflict now mainly between weather, 
aotive on Nasi’s side, and dwindling supplies, working for us, 
Situation no longer operational one can be likened to polico 
surrounding bandits in house. Patriot forces completely 
encircle Italian garrison which will prevent disintegration of 
its own accord in time.

Syria* Vichy resistance stimulated by clever propaganda 
indicating reinforcements by sea by plane and also by land 
through Turkey. This trickery has already worked on several 
occasions. It remains to bo seen how much longer Vichy Troops 
can be gulled. Passage of river Dacour by Australian Infantry, 
supported by Royal Navy and R,A#F» is important step towards 
occupation Beirut,

Third Part.

Although Vichy resistance) continues in central sector 
Merjayoum and Nazar, capture of palmyra, Deir ez Zor and Tc'i 
Kotchcr by columns operating from Iraq opens way to vita], Vichy 
positions"Hens, Tripoli and Aleppo, Growing evidence of short?; 
cf food and supplies and agitations by inhabitants of Beirut to 
surrender by offering resistance Vichy troops undoubtedly hoped 
to rehabilitate self ostgem of French nation os fighting power 
but much cf fiercest resistance cones from African mercenei ies 
fighting for fighting’s sake.

SECRET. 
From. G,

In considering/B * - * *■*»■# •. -



In considering seeming slowness of allied advance stress 
difficulties of terrain which compares with worst parts 
of Abyssinia* Steep'hills overlooking road approaches,
forests, deep rivers, indifferent .carrunications.

Part 4 ray I 30287 follows*
0240/9.

Advance Copy, Ops., 0,I.G.

2»JJ.

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
4th So L.
5th S,L.
V.C.N'oSo 
A.0.N* S,
A* Coho S.
Pari. Sec.i 
Kavo Seo0 
ih Ao Lj So
■QP3- fX)0. D. \5f 
.0*1*0* (3)
D.N.Io (4)
D. of P (3)
H(2)Press Division.
Pie J't S*Ad, Chalmers*
1. P.

Pjecer.ved fran War Office at July



MOST SECRET

1 09.7.1941.
War Diary. Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Enemy Units

TRIUMPH
TAKU.

TORBAY.

Malta Air 
Raid.

Syracuse
Raid.

STROMBO
(Italian).

Mediterranean. - Contd.
2 destroyers 3 M.Vs. Bearing 180° distant 3 miles 
approx, course 120°. My position 37.30 N., 23.
50 E. , (A/C Duty R, 1400$).
My R.l. P.C. and S. of enemy battlefleet are 
37.28 N., 23.52 E. 122° 10 knots.
(A/C Duty R., 1415/9) (Capt. S.I., 1607C/9 to 
TORBAY).

srLeave patrol 21lfa to arrive Alexandria Sanctuary 
0451/17 (route) TAKU will be off Apollonia 
noon/12 proceed thence 032° 30* 020° 00'.
(Capt. S.X.1429C/9 to TRIUMPH).

You will be required to leave patrol 15th to arrive 
Alexandria 19th.
(Capt. S.l. 1543C/9 to TORBAY).

Night 8/9/7 air attack on Luqa and Kalafrana, 
bombs over wide area, no casualties or damage. 
Part 2. 8/7. Photo R/Cs Naples and Taranto 
unsuccessful due weather. Part 3. 9/7.
4 Hurricanes attacked 6 Float planes probably 
Cant Z.506's on water Syracuse. 3 Floatplanes 
burnt out 5 others severely damaged. Casualties 
among crews on slipway. (H.Q. R.A.F. Malta, 
1600/9).

Sailed 1640/8 destination Trieste.
(S.0.(I) Istanbul, 1704/9 to C. in C. Med). 
STROMBO sailed from Istanbul 1845C/8 at estimated 
speed of 7 knots after temporary repair.
Proceed to Zea Channel to intercept. Return to 
Area A to arrive by daylight/12.
(Capt. S.l. 2011C/9 to TORBAY), ^  *is7 U.

ANTIKLIA ANTIKLIA sustained damage by near misses. Estimate
damaged. repairs 21 days. (D.S.T.O. Alexandria 1804/9 to

D. of S.T. )

Operations
Against
-Libya
Transports.

Chiefs of Staff No 11+5.Appreciate enterprise and gallantry with which 
submarines and aircraft have operated against 
enemy line of communication to Africa resulting in 
-heavy toll of ships during last two months.
Hope Naval and Air Forces engaged are aware of 
supreme importance of these operations in defence 
of Egypt; confident they will spare no effort 
to make their attacks eiien more effective.
(1st S.L. 1818B/9 to C. in C. Med).

/Enemy Units........
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Enemy Units. XX2 MY 1, enemy course 170° and speed 7. 

(F/B L, 2L60, 1840/9 to Group H. Q. M.E. )

Haifa Raid. C.A.F.O. 587/40. Air raid 0126 - 0359/8 by 
15 to 20 aircraft 3 identified a3 Heinkel 111. 
About 30 to 35 H.E. and incendiary bombs over a 
wide area, 4/5 mines in harbour (e) (1) no damage 
(11) no casualties (f) no Naval A/A batteries 
ashore (k) H.M.Ships in harbour in action during 
attack. 2 enemy aircraft possibly hit. Port 
closed for approx. 12 hours.
(N.O.I.C. Haifa, 1919/9 to C. in C. Med).

Beirut. Following from H. Q. P & T. J. Photographic 
reconnaissance of 3eirut at 1630 today shows 
sloops and S/Ms have left harbour also believed 
one merchant ship has left. One merchant ship is 
006°. (N.O.I.C. Haifa, 1943/9 to C.S. 7).

Benghazi
Bombed.

Prelim. Op. Summary No.23. Night 8/9. 7 
Wellingtons bombed Benghazi causing large fire 
base Cathedral Mole, fires and explosions central 
Mole. One Wellington bombed Derna results not 
observed. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 2026/9).

M. V. 2b7 R.N. (sighting of unidentified merchant ships.) 
Your XI - has no Navicert. C. in C. wished check 
of course made good but return to base now if 
visibility unfavourabls . Don't sink her.
(Group H. Q. 2115/9 to F/B L. 2160).

Vichy Ships 
from Syria 
in Turkey.

Following from N.A. Angora. Vichy French ?Armed 
Trawler and Auxiliary Tanker of between 5,000 
and 6,000 tons arrived Iskanderun at 1400 and 1600 
respectively 9/7. Turkish authorities have 
informed Embassy that both ships will be di sarmed 
and will be interned. Ships are now under Turkish 
protection and it is urgently requested no 
offensive action will be taken by British.
More Vichy French ships from Syria port expected 
Iskanderun. T. 0.0. 1554/9.
(C. in C. Med. 2215/9 to C.S. 15. C.S. 7 
N.O.I.C. Haifa).

Situation 
Report No. 81

Army .report Damur captured and heavy pall of smoke 
over Beirut. M.T.B.68 entered Beirut harbour night 
8/9 and depth charged two merchant ships alongside 
Mole. Haifa. Port now open. Western Desert.
DECOY slightly damaged by near miss a.m./9 while 
returning from Tobruk to Alexandria.
(C. in C. Med., 2301C/9 to admty).
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"£** Report 
(cancelled).

Overdue^
ships.

CITY OF
DUNKIRK,
URBINO.

VELEBIT.

U.3. Ships 
and w/T.

ATREUS.

Oil for 
Indo-China.

161
9.7.1941.
V/ednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Q distre33 message was made by NIZAM 2150Z/8 in 
012° 40’ N 047° 05* E. Disregard. Ship 
concerned was BOTLEA.
(C. in C. E. I.. 0002Z/9 to E. I. Sqdn. 0534 G.M.T. 
/9 to G.B.M.S. )

3.0. (I) Colombo 1138/2. My 0450/5 and S.O. (I) 
Singapore 0135/8. It is not at present considered 
that apparent disappearance of MAREEBA and VELEBIT 
is due to enemy action. There has been bad 
weather in Bay of Bengal.
(C. in C. E. I., 0636Z/9 to Admty).

Have you any news of CITY OF DUNKIRK from Lourenco 
Marques due 1/7 and URBINO from Durban due 2/7. 
(D.T.D. 1918B/9 to N.C.S.O. Bombay).

Have you any news of Yugoslav VELEBIT from 
Colombo due Moulmean 30/6?
(D.T.D. 1952B/9 to N.C.S.O. Rangoon).

Consider all American Ships should endeavour 
to Keep Y//T Silence (or at least on 500 500 k/cs) 
in all areas where they are likely to be attacked 
Request U.S. policy in these matters may be 
promulgated. (C. in C. E.I., 1956Z/9 to Admty).

Your 1000Z/8. ATREUS must remain loaded and ready 
to lay controlled minefields with minimum delay 
in the event of the strategic situation requiring 
a new defended base in the East.
(D. of L.D. 2343B/9 to C. in C. E.I.)

China.
My 1153/8. General Manager Standard Co. arrived 
Singapore by Clipper yesterday concurs in loading 
PANbOTHIA for Indo-China. I have agreed to load 
up (to maximum of 900p tens. (C. in C. China, 0907Z/9 
to Admty) See 2134/10



iLh

S E C R E T
0/j.06z/ 13 July.

M E S  S A G E I N
From: C» in C. East Indies

NAVAL CYPHER (X) by

Date:
Reed.

1h»7«Ll
0925

7/7 (7 'i 7)

Addressed: Admiralty.
586. Please see Ambassador Baghdad No. (tf.( w  

to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (T.OcO. 2COq/9) and 
Political Resident Persian Gulf" unnumbered (T.0,0* 1651/11) 
concerning Umqasr and Koweit.

0 /0 6 Z /1 3  
3e below.

IoP» (3)
W. D.— "
File X

T/P for Den. Contr. (3) ) „
C.E. in C. )

1st Lord
35

Ops. (/)
1st S»L. 0. D.( 3)
3rd ScLo D.T, E.D,
Vice Oontre D.N.I. (4)
Civil Lord o.i.e. (3)
V.C.N.S. D. of S.T
A.O.N.S.(F) D.T.D. (/)
A.C.N.S. (f)(2) D.T.D. (M)
Nav. 3ec0 D.T.D. (C)
P.A.S.(S) M. (/)(for
N.Ao to 1st S.L. whi
D. of P.(3) or

200l|/9 July,GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM IRAQ. Date: 11.7./1.

Sir X. Cornwallis, No. 7/4-7.10th July, 19/1. Recd 0^ 0 
From: Baghdad
Addressed: Foreign Office, repeated C. in C. East Indies,

No. 31> Government of India No. 260, Political 
Resident 3ushire No. 11, Political Agent at 
Koweit No. 11.

General Officer Commanding informs me that he has 
received instructions to start worlc on emergency port at 
Umqasr in case Shatt-el-Arab is blocked. I assume His 
Majesty’s Government and the competent British Naval Author
ities have been fully consulted in the matter in view of 
political, strategical and financial issues involved. Un
fortunately, all previous correspondence on the subject in t' > 
Embassy has been destroyed but presumably proposals for con
struction of any harbour at TJmqasr will have to be communicated 
in advance to Iraqi Government and Koweit authorities will we 
to be kept informed as Koweit territorial waters may be 
affected. As you know Iraqi Government have always desired, 
modification of Iraq-Koweit frontier to eliminate that danger. 
They may not of course relish the idea of the construction of 
another port which may suffer from the same disabilities .is 
Basra as regards its approach but they can hardly raise objec
tion if port is constructed by us. On the financial side I 
presume that we shall bear full coats of construction and that 
in seeking concurrence of Iraqi Government we shall come to arm.-: 
arrangement with them for handing over of port on agreed tome 
on conclusion of hostilities.

20 In view of the political aspect of the question I 
shall be grateful for your instructions.

200/4/9
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POLYANTHUS,.

SOUTHERN 
PRINGE.

MALAYA.

LEOPOLDVILLE.

T. C. 13.

W.H.X. and 
W. S. C. Convoy

Canadian 
M. T. 5. s .

MALAYA.

ANNA
BULGARIS.

16%
9.7.1941.
V/ednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and Y/est Indies.
Detached from O.B. 339 with 2 Merchant ships has 
requested her destination. Pending other instruc
tions she has been ordered to continue to 054°
W. , thence to St. John’s N.F. as she and other 
escorts ex O.B. 339 are required for H.X. 138 and 
S.C. 37 and will not be available if they continue 
to Halifax. (C.C.N.F. 0036Z/9 to C. in C. W.A. )

My 0126/3 owing to a defect SOUTHERN PRINCE will 
now not leave Norfolk until 15/7.
(B.A.R.M., 0412/9 to Admty).

ARMUK 521 (1012/8). Concur.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1002Q/9 to MALAYA).

Your 1152<^7. LEOPOLDVILLE urgently required in 
U.K. Request you will arrange for Halifax 
personnel to be disembarked at Bermuda and for 
ship to be sailed direct to U.K.
(D.T.D. , 1345B/9 to C. in C. A.W. I.) 

v

6 Destroyers of Newfoundland escort force will 
be required to escort convoy T. C. 12.
(C. in C. W.A., 1713B/9 to F.O. -N.F. Force)
See also Shipping and Convoys.

Intended sailing telegrams and VESCA signals for 
Ships in W.H.X. andV/.S. C. convoys are not 
required. Instructions. (N.S.H. Q. Ottawa, 
1808Z/9 to N.C.S.O. St. John’s ).

Your 1658Z/3 request you will approach Canadian 
Gov with view to loaning four 70 feet M.T.B.'s 
fitted with 18 ins. Torpedoes.
If Canadian Govt, accept proposal, intended to 
ship the Boats to Eastern Mediterranean. 
(D.T.S.D. 1837B/9 to C.N.S. Ottawa).

Sailed from New York 1530Z/9. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 
2318Z/9 to Admty).

Have you any news of Greek ANNA BULGARIS from 
Milford Haven due Father Point 1/7?
(D.T.D. , 2354B/9 to N.C.S.O. Montreal.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

OBERON
Ships Attacked.
Dutch, 1996 tons, message received states has 
been lost. Survivors landed Freetown, but 6 
dead, 1 injured. Bound from Duala for Hull 
and had been in S.L.78. As this convoy was 
attacked by U/B, OBERON is presumed torpedoed. (D.S.673, 9/7.)

EMPIRE
ABILITY 38 survivors landed Freetown, but 4 of crew 

missing. Now known she was torpedoed in 23.50 N. 
21.10 W., when in Convoy S.L.78. (D.S.673,
9/7.)

1919Z/8
Submarines Reported.
My 2316/8 to C. in C. S.A. only.
By D/F at 1919Z/8 U-Boat in position within 30 
miles of 36° 10* N. 25° 20' W.Reliable fix.
(D.D.I.C. 0041B/9 to C. in C. S.A., F.O.C.N.A. 
etc.) (F.O.C.N.A. 0324A/9 to N.A. Stn.)

2000/8 Falmouth is to sail 3 M.Ls. as soon as possible 
to attack U-boat reported N.W. part of 
Courtmacsherry Bay to W. of Old Head of Kinsale 
at 2000/8. Blenheim A/C will escort from 1st 
light /9.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0017/9 to N.O.I.C. Falmouth, amended 0029/9.)

1105 P.C. and S. of enemy submarine are 48.47 N., 8.23 
W. 265r6. (Weather report).
(A/C Duty Y., 1105/9 to 19 Group H.Q.)

Estimated U/B dispositions. (26 German, 8 Italian).
(D.D.I.C. 1430B/9.)

1720 By A/C in 060° 36* N. 003° 20* W. at 1720/9. 
(A.C.O.S., 1909/9.)
A Sunderland A/C reported U-Boat at 1720/9 dived 
in 060° 36’ N. 003° 20* W. A continuous air 
search in the area is being carried out until 
further orders, commencing 2000.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1922/9 to S. and A. Orkneys.)
2 destroyers proceeding from Scapa to search 
U-Boats in 060° 36* N. 003° 20’ W. Aircraft 
are•co-operating.
(AC.0.S., 2001/9, to P.31.)
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War Diary. Wednesday.
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
By TIGRIS Destroyed Italian Submarine SQUALO Class at
5/7" ’ 1001B/5 position 045° 03' N. 004° 01’ W.

outward bound. E.T.A. Gate 0730B/10
LA CAPRICIEUSE in company.
(TIGRIS, 1511B/9 to P.O.S.
(f .0.S., 1824B/9 to Aamty.

r . <0
' •

rYYl it e\M~( V-CA-W
. 'V
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Attack on 
Shipping at 
Le Havre 
Cherbourg.”

16 5
10.7.1941.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

It is intended to commence end to end escort 
of S.L, H.G, O.G and O.B south convoys, as soon 
as the necessary forces can be made available 
from the Western Approaches Command. The 
sloops and cutters will be withdrawn from the 
Newfoundland Escort Force for this purpose.

British Air Operations.

Bomber Command aircraft today attacked shipping 
at Le Havre and Cherbourg and claim to have 
destroyed 6 ships aggregating 34,000 tons.

Enemy Air Operations.

The Falmouth to Milford Haven convoy called for 
help at 0025 today.
S.S. SVINT and STANLAKE in convoy were damaged 
during the early hours of this morning off Buae; 
the former sank later.

Mining.

Motor boat CELANO flpilVB. loaned to Ih A i F . was 
blown up this morning in the Clyde.

/hi. M. S. 3 »  •  •  •  •
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HERMES
Scuttled

Libya & 
Western 
Desert.

Suez Canal 
Zone.

Russian
Operations

10.7.1941. 16& 
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mining - Conta.

M.M.S.3 was mined and damaged this morning off 
Liverpool.

A motor launch was destroyed by a mine in the 
River Grouch this afternoon.

Mines were detonated today off Hartlepool and 
Milford Haven.

South Atlantic.

The German S.S. HERMES scuttled herself today 
in 4° 3* N. 34° 40' W. when intercepted by 
CANTON. She was flying the Dutch flag.

Mediterranean.

6 Wellingtons from Malta attacked Naples railway 
station last night.

Benghazi was heavily bombed last night.

About 15 enemy aircraft last night dropped mines 
and bombs in the Suez Canal Zone at Suez and 
Shallufa. A further enemy formation bombed 
Abu Sueir destroying 22 aircraft and causing 
much damage. The Canal is closed. S.S. ANTIKLIA 
(Greek) was damaged.

A message was sent to the Russians today, 
proposing certain operations to be carried out.

/Vichy
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Vichy 
auxiliary 
warships at, 
Iskanaerun.

Palestine 
and Syria.

Japan

i67
10.7.1941.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.
\

Mediterranean - Conta.
Further small Vichy French auxiliary warships 
have arrived at Iskanaerun. It is stated that 
if they prefer not to he interned they will be 
ordered to sail within 24 hours of arrival.

It is reported that all shipping has evacuated 
Beirut harbour, ships being scattered in harbours 
to the northward. One ship, probably a tanker 
is left in Beirut on fire.

A Blenheim on R/C between Cyprus and Syria 
attacked unsuccessfully a French S/M in 33.53 N. 
34.23 E. A second s/M was sighted but not 
attacked.

A Blenheim attacked an unidentified ship of 
2000 tons off the Syrian Coast, scoring a near 
miss.

America and West Indies.
Ottawa reports from San Francisco that Japanese 
ships have been instructed not to proceed 
through Panama Canal to U.S. East Coast; and 
from Washington that all Japanese ships are to 
be clear/,West Pacific by 22/7.
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HIGHLANDER.

Interception 
of French 
Ships.

ST. CERGUE.

5 Swedish 
Ships.

IT.F. Escort 
"Force.

Yarmouth A/A 
Defence.

TUNA.

10.7.1941.
Thursday.

1GJ
HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
VIMY has sailed for Gibraltar. Request 
arrangements may he made for HIGHLANDER to return 
to my command as soon as possible in accordance 
with my 1457B/19/5. (C. in C.W.A. 0930B/10 to
C. in C.S.A.)
My 2230B/6. Cancel para, (ii) and substitute 
(ii) ship is to be sunk if engine sabotaged to 
extent which precludes any reasonable chance of 
bringing her into a British or Allied Port or is 
to be scuttled and usual distress signal made 
if recapture imminent when under armed guard. 
(F.O.C.N.P. 1810B/10 to Y/estern Patrol.)

(Panamanian) Flying Panamanian flag but with 
Swiss colours painted on hull and deck left 
Rotterdam 2/7 for New York via Kiel Canal, 
Kattegat Sound up West coast of Norway then by 
German route into Atlantic. No action is to be 
taken by P.31 except to remain unseen if this 
ship is sighted. (A.C.O.S. 2219B/1 to P.31.)

A.M.1635/22/4 para. 2 B. The three Swedish 
ships named in N.P. D.S. 139 should be cleared 
with least possible delay and allowed to proceed 
to Gothenburg. (D.E.W.D. 2245B/10 to N.O.I.C. 
Faroes.)

In order to provide through escort from U.K. to 
Sierra Leone and vice versa it has become 
necessary to withdraw the Sloops and Cutters from 
Newfoundland Escort Force. Request therefore 
that you will sail these ships as convenient with 
eastbound convoys. (C. in C.W.A. 2515B/10 to 
C.C.N.F.)

Defence of U.K.
Requesting N.L.O. be provided. Alternatively 
that local Naval Authorities will accept orders 
direct from local A.A.D.C. or his representative 
regarding control of A.A. fire. (Air Ministry 
1650/10 to Adty.)

Movements.
Cancel my 1803B/8. (F.O.S. No. T.0.0. Reed.
0047/10.)
Your-2210B/9. If undamaged proceed in accordance 
with F.O.(s) 1519B/9. T.B.R. arranged 30 miles 
either side of route. Essential that you adhere 
to route ordered. (F.O.S. 0259B/10 to TUNA.)

*/io Uxyh J. fL-b— *__f

/My 0041B/10 .....



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

TUNA - Contd.

ARAWA.

PRINCE OP 
WALES.

LIGHTNING.
krakov/i a k :
KUJAWIAK.

MANXMAN.

NELSON.

169
10.7.1941.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.
My 0041B/10. TUNA has "been ordered to proceed 
on the surface through following positions 
to patrol in Bay of Biscay South Zone South of 
46° N. (P.O.S. 0321B/10 to C. in C.W.A. C. in C. 
Plymouth.)
My 1724B/9. Amend para. P. to read TUNA 49° 8’N. 
11° W. proceeding probably on the surface through 
46° N. 11° W. for Bay of Biscay South Zone.
(P.O.S. 0519B/10 to Adty.) ulso u+*4~Ji .j* .

ARAWA is to leave Clyde p.m,12th and proceed 
by standard route to arrive Liverpool at 1300B/13. 
When east of 004° W. speed is not to exceed nine 
knots. N.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to 
arrange fighter protection. (P.O.C.N.P. 1112B/10 
to ARAWA.)

PRINCE OP WALES’S 1009B/9. Owing to other 
commitments PRINCE OP WALES should sail for 
Scapa on 19/7 if possible. (C. in C.H.P. 1410B/

"VLIGHTNING with KRAKOWIAK, KU JAWIAK will be 
required to provide escoi^t for NELSON to Greenock 
leaving 0900/11.
2. On arrival LIGHTNING enter Greenock thence
act as ordered by C. in C.W.AX for convoy W.S.9 C. 
KDIAWIAK attached return to Scapa.
3. Y/hen released KRAKOWIAK proceed Plymouth via 
Q.Z.F. 15 to join the command of C. in C.
Plymouth. (R.A.D. H.P. 1745B/10.)

You will be required to embark following army 
personnel and baggage at Clyde a.m./l2 and 
following ex-PASTEUR at first port of call. 
(D.O.D. H. 2155B/10 to MANXMAN.)

NELSON screened by three destroyers is to 
proceed to Clyde passing Hoxa Boom at 0900/11. 
(ii) C. in C. Rosyth and C. in C.V/.A. are 
requested to arrange A/S air escort during 
daylight hours. (C. in C.H.P. 2251B/9.)
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9th M/L 
F lo t i l la .  
A/S Sweep.

- ^ Biscay S/lI 
P a tro l.

East Coast 
P a tro ls .

P a tro ls .

v Own A ir Attack 
Qh TUNA.

804 Sqdn.

X10
10.7 .1941. 
Thursday.

holegommaed s .

Operations.
Subject to  lim ita tion s  o f  fu e l and weather and 
the concurrence o f  F.O.C.N.A. you are to  make 
the b est arrangements to carry out an A/S sweep 
with destroyers and 9th M.L. F lo t i l la  on passage 
to  G ibra ltar passing as near as p ra ctica b le  
through p o s it io n  36-|0 N. 13° W.
2. Any fu rth er inform ation w il l  be passed to you 
d ir e c t  by Admiralty. (D.O.D. F. 1304B/10 to  
FIREDRAKE.)

A. My 1319B/9. TUNA a fte r  passing fo llow in g  
p o s it io n  is  to  p a tro l in  Bay o f Biscay south 
zone south o f  d iv id in g  l in e  jo in in g  44° 19’ N.
040 20’ W. and 46° 16r N. 01° 07 ’ W.
B. SOKOL proceed submerged by day to  p a tro l in  
Bay o f  Biscay south zone to  the north o f  th is  
d iv id in g  l in e  and south o f  la titu d e  46° N.
C. Submarines should not approach w ithin  10 miles 
o f  d iv id in g  l in e  unless in  pursu it o f  the enemy. 
(F .O .S. 1307B/10.)

Departure M.G.B's 63, 59, 65. (F .O .I .C . Harwich
2203B/10.)

B r it ish  A ir A c t iv it y .

in  Operation. (C. in  C. Rosyth 0013/10 .) 
My 2036/9. A/C not taking o f f  owing to  weather, 
a lso  A/C in  S/M search west o f  Shetlands being 
withdrawn. (C. in  C. Rosyth 1328/10.)

TUNA reports being heavily  bombed by a ir c r a ft  
at 1030B/9. TUNA p o s it io n  at 2210B/9 49° 16* N. 
008° 58’ W. course .263 degs. proceeding to p a tro l 
through 46° N. 11° W. fo r  Bay o f  Biscay South 
Zone. No damage reported . (F .O .S . 0257B/10 to 
C. in  C. Plymouth.)

My 1921/9. I t  appears probable that S/M attacked 
T ? y f r i e n d l y .  Having recovered crew o f 
S&DjERLm ®  return d ir e c t  to  Plymouth. (C. in  G. 
Plymouth 0303/10 to  BROCKLESBY.)
My 2210B/9. Add was then a fte r  word p os it ion . 
Your 1319B/9 acted on at 1400B/9. Y/eather report 
6472 0863. (TUNA 2145B/10 to  F .O .S .)

Your 1729/4 approved su b ject to  concurrence
o f  V.A.N.A.S. (G. in  G.W.A. 1119B/10' to  F .O .I.C . 
B e l fa s t . )

/ROYAL
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HOME C OMI'LANDS.

10.7.1941.
Thursday.

British Air Activity - Contd.
Air co-operation will he provided 11/7 as 
follows. (C. in C.W.A. 1820B/10 to ROYAL 
SOVEREIGN.)

Enemy Air Activity.
Help Sa Î B R Trevose Head. (Unknown via Plymouth 
W/T 0025/10.)

Being shadowed by one A/C course 270 distance 
5 miles position 51° 3’ N. 4° 40' W. (CLEVELAND 
0145/10) . v
2 A/C bearing 012° distant 2 miles from convoy*1***1- 
WHEEL in 51° 11’ N. 4° 28' W. (CLEVELAND 0252/10) 
My 0252. No bombs. A/C driven off. (CLEVELAND 
0304/10.)

Following received begins from F.O. Humber.
At 0230/6 TARTAN whilst at Humber L/V was attacked 
by enemy bomber of unidentified type with machine 
gun fire from height of 100 ft. TARTAN obtained 
direct hit with 6 pdr. gun causing a large volume 
of sparks and smoke. Other hits obtained by 
M.G. fire. This is confirmed by examination 
vessel BELTON. At 0446 JASON witnessed Twin 
tailed A/C crash in Flames 6 miles East 6 A. Buoy 
80 miles from Humber L/V. No. 12 Group cannot 
account for this and it is possible that two 
events are connected. 2255B/9. Ends. (C. in C. 
Nore 0715B/10.)

“IKv* m
1 aircraft shadowed Convoy BIESQM 56° N. 14° 32’ W. 
No attack was made on convoy. (DOUGLAS 0725B/10, 
0730B/10, 0802B/10.)

Is being shadowed by 1 enemy A/C in 55° 26' N. 
10 24’ W. (WHADDON 1736B/10. )

JU. 88 identified by defences crossed Flow at 
25000 feet from S.W. to N.E. at 1941 today. 
Cloud 5 tenths. (A.C.O.S. 2008/10.)

Mining.
Following received from TEDY/ORTH begins.
Motor boat CELANO loaned to TEDY/ORTH by Liverpool 
and Glasgow Salvage Association was blown up by 
enemy ground mine about one cable 100° from No.l 
Channel Buoy whilst proceeding to wreck at about 
0845/10 to assist Moor Ship. Following 3 Naval 
ratings and 3 civilians crew were in boat and 
are presumed killed, no trace being found after
iSv&o"-- °940/10‘ EndS- ^-O-^-Greenock

/Thames ..........
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M.ining. - Contd.
S Magnetic Mines detonated by M.M.S. at 1443/8 
as follows. Details. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 1043/10)

Following from Brightlingsea:- 
Barges MAYFLOV/ER and BANKSIDE report that at 
2040/9 "barge BLUE MERMAID was blown up and lost 
v/ith all hands about 1-g- miles east of"Whitaker 
Beacon. C.G. Clacton reported loud explosion 
with column of smoke 185° 8 miles from Clacton 
Pier at 2039. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 1136B/10.)

Further to ray 1041B/8. Poole and neighbouring 
Coastguards report numerous very heavy explosions 
to the Eastward and Southeast between 1030 and 
1130 today that cannot be accounted for. These 
explosions are similar to others reported to us 
earlier today between 0130 and 0300. Request 
any information to explain same. (F.O.I.C. 
Portland 1214B/10.)
R.A.(M) 2247/7. Concur in position proposed. 
Exceedingly unlikely that escort will be 
available on date proDOsed. (A.C.N.S. H. 
1549B/10.)

M.M.S.3 mined and damaged 0938/10 in position 
148°. Bar L.V.2«7 miles. S.A. gear had failed 
and ship was proceeding back to base with M.K.3 
sweep streamed and pulsing. Speed 7 knots 240 
revolutions. Ship now docked. 2 casualties, 
not serious. (F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1603B/10.)

One red mine detonated 
54° 41’16" N. 01° loT 
Hartlepool 1735/10.)

by single L. drifter in 
15*’ W. (N.O.I.C.

At 0657B/10. One Red Mine detonated by Sweeper. 
Details. (F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1755B/10.)

Arrival R.A.(M) in AGAMEMNON, MENESTHEUS, PORT 
QUEBEC, CASTLETON, WELLS. (N.O.I.C. Port Z.A. 1724B/10.)

Heavy explosion presumed acoustic mine at 1655 
in River Crouch (position) Destroyed privately 
owned Motor Launch. Two civilian passengers 
killed. (N.R.O. Burnham 1900/10.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

10.7.194ll7 3
Thursday.

Enerny Intelligence.
Positions. ADMIRAL SCHEER at 1610/10 proceeding 
S.W. at slow speed and unescorted in Kiel Bay. 
(N.A. Stockholm 0010B/10) Stockholm 1051/10. 
(P.R.U. Benson 2040/10)

Casualties and Defects.
My 1039B/8. The sailing of RUBIS is postponed 
hy defects until about 30/7. (p.0.S.1102B/10.)

JOHN EVELYN in collision with M.V. BEN HENSHAW 
at Inverness. Damage apparently not extensive. 
(Supt. R.V.Y. Deptford 1354/10.)

Shipping and Convoys.
D.S.8 will embark at Greenock on 21/7. Total 
numbers to embark approx. 2273. Ships to be 
used will probably be ROYAL SOVEREIGN, ROYAL 
ULSTERMAN and ULSTER MONARCH. (D.S.T. 0538B/10 
to P.S.T.O. West of Scotland.)

AURORA will not now sail in convoy W.S.9 (C). 
AURORA’s place will be taken by MANXMAN. 
Requested you will sail MANXMAN for Clyde as 
soon as possible. (V.C.N.S. 1227B/10 to C. in 
C.H.P.)

To start as soon as forces available. Instructions 
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1550B/10 to C. in C.W.A. C. in C.S.A. 
F.O.C.N.A.) See Lion Copy.

Has arrived complete, 16 ships, including 2 
allied, 2 neutral. Commordore Rear-Adm. Dawson. 
Cargoes. (D.S.674 10/7.)

C. 1133B/9. Request permanent allotment
of ToPa b as codeword for M.H.(Milford - Holyhead) 
Convoys. (P.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1610/10 to 
Admty.)

/Distress.
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MESSAGE 15503/10 tb. duly OUT

TO. C. in Go Western Approaches. 947. Date, 10.'/. 41 
C. in G» South Atlantic. 471.
F. O.C. North Atlantic. 497.

Hepeated. H . Q.0. 0.

It is intended to start end to end escort of

from Freetown will provide escort for tme remainder 
of the voyage from 19° ITorth to Freetown. H. 0. and 
0. G. conroys will be escorted throughout the voyage 
by Corvettes working from Londonderry and Gibraltar.

The necessary forces will he drawn from the 
Western Approaches Command as arranged by C. in C. 
Western Approaches who is requested to provide 
the escort in accordance with the above policy ior 
O.B. 346 and 0. G. 63.

Further signal will be made when arrangements 
have been completed.

S.L. H. G. 0. G» and G.3. South convoys as s 
the necessary forces can be made available 
cutters and sloops will escort 0.3. South 
convoys between U.K. and about 19 North, 
ships will refuel and turn round it Bathur

, G. 0. G0 and G. 3. South convoys as soon as 
jessary forces can be made available. Coastguard 
3 and sloops will escort 0.3. South and S.L. 
a between U.K. and about 19 North. These 
will refuel and turn round at Bathurst. Corvettes

put Lord Approved by A.O.N.S. (T)
15503/10
for D.T.D. (172)

D.T.D. (M) 
D. of S.T.

1̂ * urim lSb 3* L.

0# D# 3*
D.N.I. (4)
D. of S. 2A*
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
In future, should it he necssary for a merchant 
ship actually in convoy to transmit a distress 
message, she is to use Convoy W/T Call Sign 
(See Mersigs. Art. 84 ( e) or Consigs. Art 9 (h) ) 
and not her name. (D.T.D. 1829B/10 Admty. '‘A" 
Message.)

My 12213/27/6. W.S. 10 will leave U.K. (date) 
C.T.l has been postponed (date). (A.C.N.S.(H) 
1919B/10 to C. in C's etc.)
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KERSTEN MILES■ 
(German)

L'EMERAUDE. 
(French)
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175*
10.7.1941.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
Gibraltar 1800 French ILIERETHIE II, STRASBOURGEOIS 
ST. DENIS, ST.AD0LPH£(signal letters F.P.K.M. and 
F.P.K.J. believed applicable) escort light 
cruiser EPERVIER. (S.O.I. Gib. 0057B/10.)

C.S. 18’s 1832A/9. Approved to dock EDINBURGH 
provided F.O.C.N.A. and S.O. Force H. concur. 
(D.O.D.(F) 1014B/10 to F.O.C.N.A. C.S.18.) 
EDINBURGH docked p.m./ll probably undocking 
15/7. (F.O.C.N.A. 1932B/10 to Admty.)

Germans are shipping iron-ore from Bilbao to 
Bayonne in small French/ships which take 400 
to 500 tons making round trip in 48 hours. 
Ships at present engaged in this are VIRGO 
FIDELIS, PRESIDENTd̂ LAVIT, COURDANNES and JEUNE 
DENISE. Sources Consul from shipping agents. 
(A.1.) (N.A. Madrid 1025/10 to D.N.I.)

Your 1933/8. (Hush N.T. in W.D.) FORTUNE 2 
remainder of 8th D.F. less FIREDRAKE one total 
8. (S.O. Force H . 1114B/10 to Admty.)

My 1615/9. Informed on reliable authority that 
opening through plate has been cut on each side 
of ship and hose connections said to have been 
placed on board. (Consul, Las Palmas 1200/10)

For Gen. de Gaulle from Poirel. Arrived here 
8/7 6 fishermen part of crew of L ’EMERAUDE, 
left Douarenez on 5/4/41 was boarded by British 
auxiliary MARSDALE off Azores on 25/6/41. Hen 
say remainder of crew, five men including skipper, 
were ordered with their ship to Bermudas. All 
anxious about reprisals against their families 
as German authorities warned them to be back 
before 4/8. Also about loss of their share of 
catch. Yfill take steps to have families and 
occupation authorities informed through French 
N.A. Madrid if your H.Q. agree. Also suggest 
you should contact Admiralty London for com
pensation of loss of catch, nets and ship, if 
ship detained. (Govr. Gib., 1344/l0 toW.O.)

/Imports
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Imports for For consideration that iron ore ships proceeding 
Tangier. to Melilla or other Mediterranean ports to he

employed to take British cargoes to Tangier. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1358B/10 to Admty.) Reply:2119/12.

AFRICAN REEFER.Possibility of sailing for a U.S. port under U.S. 
^Danish) flag in near future. She has not confidential

hooks in her signal publications. Are any steps 
to he taken should this situation arise ? 
(N.C.S.O. Funchal, 1619/10 to Admty.)

Minesweepers. Your 2135N/8. Fully concur. Requirement
cannot however he met until September. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 2011B/10 to C. in C.S.A.)

A/S Sweep. Admty. 1304B/10 (A/S Sweep with Destroyers and 
9 M.L. Flotilla on passage to Gibraltar to 
he carried out) Concur. (F.O.C.N.A.2554B/10 
to FIREDRAKE.)

South Atlantic.
Force Z. St. Helena departure 0600/10. EAGLE, DUNEDIN,

ALCANTARA on operations. (General St. Helena, 
1002/10 to Admty. etc.)

Reported A/C Commander Sierra Leone Area's 1545/8 addressed 
attack on to W.O. reports Glen Martin attacked ships in
Freetown. harbour with M.G. and cannon shells a.m./6.

Request your remarks. (A.C.N.S.(F) 1151B/10 
to C. in C.S.A. Reply:*1345N/ll.

"R" Report Following has been read. RRRR 4.24 N. 2.58 W. 
DALEBY. DALEBY. suspicious. (Simonstown 1236/10 to

Admty.)
DALEBY has reported sighting a suspicious ship 
at 1236 G.M.T./10. Position received corruptly 
in Admiralty. Signal latest information of her 
movements. (D.D.I.C. 0006B/11 to C. in C.S.A.) 
Your 0006/11. Position as received by Takoradi 
was 04.24 N. 02 58 W. DALEBY last reported 
Takoradi but probably sailed thence 8th or 9/7. 
Ascension intercept at 1309Z begins: Cancel
my QQQQ at 1237. (C. in C.S.A. 2301N/10 toAdmty.)

/Troop



War Diary.

Troop
Movements.

Spanish 
Ships. ”

CANTON.

CITY OF DURBAN 
GAPE SABLE.

HERMES. 
('German) 
intercepted, 
scuttled.

v
7

ERLANGEN. 
(German)

Naples raided.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
ir?

South Atlantic - Contd.
Your 233911/7 and 1431N/2. Reply. (4th S.L. 
1552B/10 to C. in C.S.A.) See Lion Copy.

Spanish tug SALAMANA towing 2 lighters left Bissau 
Portuguese Guinea hy South Channel for Monrovia 
Asuncion 1400/9. Ultimate destination Fernando 
Po, if met should he hoarded. (C. in C.S.A. 
1915N/10 to CLEMATIS, MILFORD, WOODRUFF, 
MIGNONETTE.)

You may move into 1.33 as desired. (C. in C.S.A. 
1935N/10 to CANTON.)

.Request you will sail to U.K. as soon as 
convenient. Destination Clyde. (V.C.N.S. 2234B/10 
to C. in C.S.A.)

In 004° 03' N. 034° 40* W. after two hours chase, 
identified HERMES shortly after sunset and after 
usual signals opened fire with 6-inch and Lewis 
guns on boats. Ship unfortunately very fully 
prepared, number of presumed scuttling charges 
heard to go off as fire was opened, and super
structure hurst into flames. Have picked up 
three boatloads of survivors - (details) including 
4 passengers. Unable to hoard on account of 
ferocity of fire and danger of explosion. Ship 
is still burning fiercely and will sink shortly.
Am standing by until she does so. (CANTON, 
2256Z/10 to C. in C.S.A.) Position about 300 miles 
N.W. of St. Paul’s Rocks. (D. O.R. 11/7.) A* *4*,^/?£

N.C.S.O. Buenos Aires reports transhipment of 
cargo from Argentine ship MADRYN to ERLANGEN in 
Mar del$lata,is somewhat delayed and expected to 
be finished 12/7. Ungraded report that ERLANGEN 
will load still more cargo from shore next week. 
(S.O.I. Montevideo 2312Z/10.)

Mediterranean.
9 Wellingtons 148 Sqn. attacked Naples Railway 
Station night 9/10. All aircraft returned 
safely. (H.Q. Malta, 0740/10 1601/10.)

One S/M unknown, P.C. and S. 33.55 N. 35° 42’ E. 280 Q.T. 0905. (Med A/C., G. 0905/10, 1136/10 
to H.Q. Group M.E.)
!Iy 0905 S/M submerged without identifying itself 
attacked with 2 bombs no hits. (Med A/C, G. 
1058/10 to H.Q. Group M.E.)

/Enerry



SECRET. U E S S A G E 1552B/lOth July. OUT
Da co. 10.?.41.To. C.in C. South Atlantic 867, 

Repeated C.in C, Mediterranean, 636, 
C.in C, East Indies. 53. 
P.O.I/C Simonstown 468 
N.L.O. Durban.

Naval Cypher (XR)

From. Admiralty.'
NITE. Your 2339N/7 (not to C.in C. Mediterranean)

and your 1431N/2 not to other addressees.
2. The uneconomical use of A.M.Cs in escorting 
single transports, full of troops hack to U.K. is 
fully appreciated.
3. It was for this reason that the number allowed 
in unescorted ships was increased and Commanders-in Chief asked to co-ordinate their requirements for 
escorted moves in A,T.1958/14 May.
4. Attention was draw to this procedure in A.T*s 1937B/19 June and 2254B/21 June, the latter also 
suggesting the use of Durban, transit camp. War Office 
state capacity of camp is at least ten thousand.
5. The numbers of personnel requiring homeward 
passage are not known in Admiralty and the anticipated 
dates of availability of returning transports depend 
on priority of unloading etc., known only to local5. T.Os. It is therefore considered that the organisatior 
of returning escorted convoys can best be arranged by
Commanders-in-Chief.
6. In the case of large troop movements such as the 
Nigerian Brigade Admiralty on behalf of D. of S.T. and 
War Office endeavour to keep Commanders-in-Chief 
informed of future commitments.
7. The DURBAN CASTLE due Durban about 10th August- appeared a suitable ship around which to build an escorted convoy because C.in C. East Indies intended 
to take passage in her. She will be much d e l a y > f  
she waits for Nigerian Brigade move.

for D.O.D.(F)Approved 4th S.L.
1552B/10

1st Lord.
Is t S »L * 
V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S. (2)
N. A. 1st S.L. Cps. (4)
O. D.(5)0 .D.0.
0.1.0.(3)I *P,( 3)

W.D. ---
D.T.D.(4)

E.P.Si

D.S.D.9.
D.A/S.W.



SECRET, m e s s a g e  k i n .0 2 3 0 /1 0 .J u ly ,
D a te : 1 3 ,7 .4 1 .Prom: 0 . in  0 . Middle E a s t Reed: 0400,

________________  C i p h e r . _________________________________
A d dressed : The War O ffic e  
27147. 1/80287 o ip h e r  1 0 /7 .

L a s t o f fo u r  p a r t s .

R eferen ce  should  he made to  speed o f advance and dash  shown hy In d ia n  t ro o p s  o p e ra t in g  from  I r a q  and by th e  B r i t i s h  fo rc e  from  P a le s t in e  so re c e n t ly  re tu rn e d  from  s p e c ta c u la r  o p e ra t io n s  which l iq u id a te d  s i t u a t i o n  in  I r a q .  The th r e a t  by th e s e  f o rc e s  a g a in s t  Homs and A leppo h a s  e v id e n t ly  proved  most d i s tu r b in g  f a c t o r  t o  Vichy High Com m issioner and C. in  C. W ith t h e i r  t ro o p s  f u l l y  and h e a v ily  com m itted p r o te c t in g  B e iru t  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e in fo rc e  e i t h e r  Homs o r A leppo to  s t r e n g th  l i k e l y  t o  h o ld  up advance o f our t r o o p s .
W estern  D e se r t . A ccum ulating  ev id en ce  from  p r i s o n e r s  o f War c a p tu re d  documents e t c .  in d ic a te  t h a t  A xis f o r c e s  ’ s u f fe re d  even  more s e r io u s  blow d u rin g  o p e ra t io n s  l a s t  month th a n  we a t  f i r s t  e s t im a te d . Hot on ly  were c a s u a l t i e s  among p e rso n n e l heavy , b u t lo s s e s  o f  ta n k s  a n d 'p a r t i c u l a r l y  m echanical t r a n s p o r t  have s e r io u s ly  im paired  o f fe n s iv e  powero f  German f o r c e s  in  C y re n a ica ,

*

0230 /10 .Advance copy O ps., O .D ., O .I .C .
1 s t  Lord , 1 s t  S .L . 4 th  S.L V .C .N .S.

1 ‘ -i r *  '  \

»t

‘  - / .
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1#.7.1941. 
| Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
One merchant vessel 8 T. (? trawlers) 10 290 
36.36 N., 28.54 E. (Med A/C R. 0949/10 to Med. 
A/C C.8 J.)
My 0949 O.E.G.S. 290 10 tonnnage 2,000.
(Med A/C R. 1010/10 to Med. A/C (C.8.J) )

P.C. and S. of enemy M.V. (?2 4° or 240°)
7 Oapesto. (Med. A/C C. 1015/10 to Call sign 
O.I.H.)
My 1015 M.V. 3000 B.R.O.S.N. course 3340 
10 knots. (Med A/C C. 1045/10 to Call Sign 
O.I.H.)

Operational Summary No.395 up to 1200 hours 
10/7/41. Night 9/10. About 15 enemy A/G 
dropped bombs and mines in Suez Canal Zone at 
Suez and Shallufa 0100C to 0410C/10. Canal 
closed for suspected U.X. mine. Second formation 
enemy A/C bombed Abu Sueir starting fire.
Damage believed considerable. (S.B.N.O. Suez 
Canal, 0719C/10 H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1104/10.)
My 0719C/10. About 25 aircraft attacked Abu 
Sueir aerodrome with H.E. and Shallufa area 
canal with mines and anti personnel bombs.
4 U.X. mines in canal at km.139.5, 114.5, 145,5, 
146.5. Rest of canal opened to traffic. No 
Naval damage or casualties. Up to 22 aircraft 
destroyed on ground and some R.A.F. casualties. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez 1515C/10 to Adraty. etc.)

L.L. and S/A sweepers will leave entrance to 
channel C. at 1900 and will sweep channel C.B. 
and A. at 8 knots. They must not be overtaken. 
(R.A. Alexandria, 1105C/10 to VALIANT, LEANDER 
etc.)

Spanish S.S. 1NSUS ANTONIO reported sunk by mine 
outside Genoa, 17 lost, 3 saved. (B.2) (N.A.
Madrid 1207/10 to Admty.)

Return to Malta now. (V.A. Malta, 1258B/10 to 
TRIUMPH.)

C. in C. Med*s 2215/9. These and similar French 
vessels escaping from Syria to Turkish ports are 
not to be attacked within Turkish territorial 
waters. (A.C.N.S.(F) 1302B/10 to C. in C. Med. 
C.S. 15, C.S.7 N.O.I.C. Haifa.)

/HERO
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VICTORIA 
etc, for 
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Raid.
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10.7.1941.
Thursday.

17?
Mediterranean. - Contd.
As soon as you can spare HERO from your screen, 
send her into harbour with all despatch to 
disembark remaining torpedoes from after mounting 
and load military stores for Tobruk sailing 
0700/11. (R.A.D. lied. 1357/10 to VALIANT.)

Your 1832/6. Ships will be excellent troop 
carriers and most acceptable, but a requirement 
for fast cargo carriers of 1500 - 2000 tons 
still remains. (C. in C. Med. 1428C/10 to 
Admty.)

C.S.R. Malta up to 1600 hrs. 10/7. Enemy air 
activity. Day 9/7 and night 9/10, nil.
Offensive. Day 9/7. 7 Blenheims attacked
shipping Tripoli Harbour evening 9/7. 4 missing.
2 alighted sea near Tripoli due enemy fighters.
1 shot down in flames over harbour by A.A. 
crashed on Torpedo boat setting it on fire. 
Results, 2 hits 500 lb bombs on 10,000 ton M/V.
1 hit 500 lb. bomb on second 10,000 ton M/V.
Both ships alongside Hole. 1 hit 500 lb. bomb 
warehouse in Mole. 1 hit 250 lb. bomb 12,000 
ton M/V against another Mole also other hits on 
Mole. Ship still on fire v/hen photographed 
40 minutes later. 2 hits on 7000 ton M/V in 
stream, photographs show life boats and debatis in 
the air. (H.Q. R.A.F. Malta, 1601/10.)

Russian S/Ms. Suggested employment (1st S.L. to N.A. Moscow, 
1607B/10) See Mediterranean Volume.

Submarines. Movement Summary No.318. (Capt S.l. 1815C/10) 
See Lion Copy.

Benghazi 
'bombed. "

SEVERN. 
CLYDE.'

Prelim. Op. Summary No. 24. Night 9/10. 14
Wellingtons bombed Benghazi. Night 9/10. 
Western Desert. 20 aircraft carried out night 
bombing on Benghazi and back areas. (H.Q. R.A.F. 
M,E. 1853/10.)

Your 1806C/6. Decision in para. 1 was taken on 
recommendations in Capt. (S) 8*s No.4536/2S, a 
copy of which he has been directed to send you.
2. Their employment with H.G. and O.G. Convoys 
v/here their speed may be a great advantage should 
enable two Dutch submarines to be available for 
duties in Western Basin. 3. It is noticed that 
Dutch S/Ms have also achieved success on their 
patrols. (A.C.N.S.(F) 1904B/10 to C. in C. Med.)

/UNBEATEN
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MCST SECRET 

Prom Capt (S ) 1

MESSAGE 18150/lOth July IN

Date 10.7.41.

Reed: 2229
Naval Code (L* by T / p ___________

Addressed: Mediterranean F le e t . , repeated V.A. Malta,
R.A, Alexandria A.O.C. Mediterranean N .O .l.C .Port 
Sa id ,, Group 201 S.C. Force I ,  N .C .I.C , Cyprus.

IMPORTANT,
Submarine movement Summaries number 313.

Movements (a ) read in  four columns - Submarine, Departs ,
Routed through, Arrives.
H.M.S. RORQUAL Malta 2000 tenth- 033 degs 03’ 021 degs 42* p.m.
13th 032 degs 4-3 degs 025 degs 20’ Alexandria 0700 17th 
H.M.S. OSIRIS Malta 2000 ninth O39 dege 2h' 019 degs 48r noon 
tw elfth  Antik ilhera Channel Noon 15th Kasostrait Alexandria 
0700 19th.
H.M.S. TRIUMPH Gulf S lrte  p.m, tenth d irect Malta dawn 13th 
H.M.S, TETRARCH (corrupt group) R.E.T. only 1300 12th Scarpanto 
S tra it east o f Stampalia and Tinos. Doro Channel A.M. 17th. 
H.M.S, PARTHIAN arrives Alexandria 0700 11th from east.
H.M.S. CACHALOT and H.M.S. TAIOJ as in  summary number 31. Safety 
route is  in  fo rce  fo r  H.M.S. CnCEALOT.
Sanctuaries ( b)
H.M.S. TAKU from p.m. 13 th South o f 032 degs 45* East o f 015 degs 
00 *
Greek submarine PAPANICCLIS H.M.S. UNBEATEN as in Summary 
number 31.
R.M.S. TORBAY aB in Summary number 31 except 10th and 11th w il l  
be spent in Zea Channel area ends.

Advance Copy sent Duty Capt,, D,0 ,D .(f )
18150/10

V.C.N.S*
A.C.N.S„(F)

D.D.O.D (F) 
D.N.Ie (4)

o  T i

W.D.
D.C. 292Hd of M 
D.D.I.C.
F.O .(S) by courier.
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UNBEATEN.
URSULA.

PARTHIAN.

NIZAM.
HAVOCK.
HOTSPUR.

Syria.

Vichy Ships 
in Turkey.

ISO
10.7.1941.
Thursday,.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
My S.H.M. 1324/7 postpone movement to area X.
Ref. B.S. Appendix 1 para. 4, establish patrol 
line as follows:- (3) 035° 40’ 011° 55’ - 090° - 
12 - 000 - 24 position (A) 035° 40’ 011° 55’. 
UNBEATEN, position (B) 10 miles P.33, position (C) 
URSULA. Latter two leave Malta p.m./ll. 
Submarines are not to be attacked after 2000B/12 
until further orders. Information received that 
southbound convoy of 6 medium sized merchant 
-ships escorted by 6 destroyers will be in 
latitude of Lampion 2100/12. (S.O.(s) Malta,
1957B/10 to UNBEATEN.)

You are not to pass position 293° Great Pass 
Beacon 7 miles until 1150C. Minesweeping 
operations will be in progress and mine sweepers 
will commence sweep back to Alexandria from 
approx, above position at about 1130. You are 
to follow the Minesweepers back to harbour. 
(Capt. S.l. 1959C/10 to PARTHIAN.)

NIZAM take HAVOCK and HOTSPUR under his orders 
and be off end of Swept Channel by 0700/11 in 
time to R/V with C.S. 7. as ordered by him. 
Raise steam and proceed accordingly. N.O.I.C. 
requested to open gate at 0625/ll. (C.S.15
2017C/10 to NIZAM, HAVOCK. HOTSPUR.)

Situation report. Spirit (?of) resistance on all 
fronts does not indicate any thought of armistice. 
(N.L.O. Palestine 2143C/10 to C.S. 15.)

Following from N.A. Ankara. My 0844/9.
Following additional Vichy French Ships have 
arrived Iskanderun: 1 old boat, 1 armed tug,
4 armed trawlers. Turkish Authorities state 
(?French) support disarmament and internment.
Should any refuse such ship will be ordered to 
sail 24 hours after arrival. N.C.S.O. Iskanderun 
watching developments carefully and also at Mersin. 
1003/10. (Ends.) (C. in C. Med. 2246C/10 to 
C.S. 15.)

/Situation
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

10.7.1941.
Thursday.

181

Mediterranean - Contd.
Syria. Reported all shipping has evacuated 
Beirut Harbour ships being scattered in harbours 
to northward. One ship probably tanker left in 
Beirut on fire. W/T link being established 
between Beirut and Haifa.
2. Naval Bombardment was not required by Army 
today 10th. AJAX, PERTH and destroyers operated 
night of 9/10 without incident.
5. Canal closed. Abu Sueir aerodrome attacked 
see S.B.N.O. Suez Canal Area 1315/10. (C. in C.
Med. 2340C/10 to Admty.)

East Indies.
Cancel my 1024/3. Proceed now to Colombo to 
fuel arriving port of arrival 0230Z/12.
(C. in C.E.I. 0436Z/10 to CANBERRA.)

flotjU. r>~£>  7/7 , @*~f**y~ /0/7 .
( S o l .  o c f -s 3 '2 ./ (o  t

D. of S.T’s 0126B/3/7. Follov/ing anticipated 
sailing dates ex Suez of returning vessels of 
W.S.8 B. and particulars of personnel embarking. 
(P.S.T.O. Egypt 1017/10 to C. in C.E.I.)

China.
Yokohama arrival 9/7. 171. (Caot. O.S. Signapore 
0449Z/10.)

10/7 arrival GOUWERNEUR GENERAL PASQUIER 
departure*LS CONTE DE LISLE Manila.
(Saigon, T.0.0.0717Z/10 to D. of S.T.) 

ori'fl'

Your 0907/9. You should if possible cancel 
agreement to permit loading pending receipt of 
further instructions from Admiralty.
(Head of M. 2134B/10 to C. in C. China. )

America and West Indies.
Following from GSA-San Franciscd.Jap.ships instruc 
ted not proceed through Panama Canal to U.S.
East Coast by Japanese Government. A Washington 
report marked 'Very Secret' states that all 
Japanese ships are to be clear East Pacific 22/7. 
(ends) (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 0017Z/10 to Capt. O.S. 
Singapore amended 1724Z/12)

/Auxiliary
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War D ia ry .

A u x ilia ry
A i r c r a f t '
C a rr ie rs .

H.X.158 and
S . C.57.

ANITA BULGARIS. 
FTLEfe'DALB"
? F ' I L iN G T HAt-tT

T .  C. 12,
/ZgnA/ .

ORION.

C. in  C.

T.C . 12
E scort.

VAN KINS- 
BERGEN.

U.S.11A.

10.7.1941.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS. m
America and West In d ie s  -  Contd.

F o llow in g  from  B r it is h  Adm ira lty  supply rep re 
s e n ta t iv e : Your 0027B/5. U.S. A u th o r it ie s  s ta te
that in  meantime they are unahle to  supply more 
than 6 ships fo r  convers ion  to  a u x ilia ry  
a ir c r a f t  c a r r ie r s ,  (d a te s ) Quite uncerta in  when 
they w i l l  be ab le to  l e t  us have another 6. 
(B .A .D . Washington 1145R/10 to  Admty.)

Fo llow ing  is  intended e s co r t  programme. 
(C .C .N .F . 1321Z/10 to  C. in  C .W .A.)

Your 2354B/9. no news o f ANNA BULGARIS or 
FYLERDALE. (N .C .S .O . M ontreal, 1341Z/10 to  
Admty.) f o i .

My 1743B/9. I f  T.C. 12 is  routed S. o f 
Newfoundland i t  w i l l  he necessary fo r  d es troyer 
esco rt to  fu e l  at S t. Johns, N .F. en rou te . 
Suggest Convoy be s a i le d  w ithout d es troyers  
through Cabot S t r a it s  and B e lle  I s l e  S t r a i t ,  
d es troyer es co rt from  S t. Johns, N .F. jo in in g  
at B e l le  I s l e .  (A .C .N .S .(H ) 1430B/10 to  
R .A .3  3 .3 . )

Can ORION be accepted fo r  permanent a c tion  damage 
repa irs?  (D. o f  D. 1545B/10 to  B .A .R .M .)

My 1154Q/4. I  have returned to  Bermuda. 
(C. in  C .A .W .I. 1744Q/10 to  Admty.)

WALNEY TOTLAND NORTHERN FOAM now es co r t in g  
0.B.544 should a r r iv e  H a lifa x  about 17/7.
They are a v a ila b le  to  esco rt H.X. Convoy which 
should enable you to  p rov ide 6 d es troyers  fo r  
T .C .12. (C . in  C.W.A. 2304B/10 to  C .C .N .F .)

Your 0941Q/6. VAN KINSBERGEN should s a i l  
independently. (D .O .D .(F ) 2325B/10 to  C. in  
C .A .W .I.)

A u s tra lia .

AUSTRALIA e s co r t in g  U .S .11 A. l e f t  Fremantle 
0830Z/9 fo r  Trincom alee. (A.C.N.B.0226Z/10 to  
Admty. e t c . )
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN. 1 8 3
Submarines Reported.
On completion H.A. firing proceed to join 
KRAKOWIAK, ECHO searching for U-Boat in 060° 
36' N. 003° 20' W.
When met relieve KRAKOWIAK.
(R.A.D.H.F., 1125B/10 to WINCHESTER.)
Unless further information is received and if 
not in contact discontinue search to arrive 
Scapa 08003/11.
(R.A.D.H.P., 2240B/10 to ECHO, WINCHESTER.)

Estimated U/B dispositions. (22.German, 
5 Italian.)
(D.D.I.C. 1429B/10.)

Submarines Attacked.
By A/C 1058/10. See Mediterranean.



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

O.S.
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H.G. Q.Q. 
Convoys.

i 84
11.7.191*1. 
Friday._____

SITUATION REPORT.

[ome Commands.
ARBUTUS was damaged in collision with S.S. 
BLACKHEATH at 1215 today in 55° 58’ N. 10* 58' W 
and is proceeding to Liverpool.

Southbound O.B. convoys will in future be known 
as O.S. convoys.

Anti U-boat operations will be carried out by 
the S/M’s escorting H.G. and O.G. convoys.

British Air Operations.
It is reported that a Hudson of Coastal Command 
attacked a 1200 ton minesweeper off Ushant today 
and left it in a sinking condition. Three 
Stirlings of Bomber Command, with fighter escort 
attacked the large shipyard at Le Trait this 
morning.

Enemy Air Operations.
The Air Ministry report that in general the 
number of aircraft employed in attacking 
shipping has increased in May and June compared 
with the number employed in February and 
March. The tonnage sunk by the German Air Force 
has, however, decreased progressively since 
February; in May and June it is estimated that 
the losses were less than half those for 
February and March.

/Convoy
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125
11.7.191*1.
Friday.

Enemy Air Operatlons-Contd.
Convoy E.C. U3 called for help at 1715 in 
Pentland Firth. No details are known.

East Coast. Convoy E.C. k2 was bombed at 0035 today off 
Scurdyness. No damage was caused. MELROSE 
ABBEY was unsuccessfully attacked at 0205 off 
Aberdeen.

Convoy F.S.^37 was bombed at 0317 off Outer 
Dousing L.V. No damage is reported. Very slight 
Naval damage was caused during a sharp attack 
on Hull last night.

M.V. RIVER TRENT was damaged in 53° O' N. 1° 15'E. 
and is being towed to Yarmouth. Damage was 
caused last night to the M/S base at Yarmouth. 
H.S.L. 116 was damaged.

Mining.

Blyth was closed at 0257B on account of 
suspected minelaying by aircraft.

Mines were detonated off the Humber, Harwich 
and in the Thames Estuary.

Restrictions on navigation between Tilbury Dock 
and No. U buoy were withdrawn at 1538.
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LEOPOLD L.D.

Air Raid, 
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"Q” Report

Cruisers.

Submarines.

186
11.7.1941.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic.
As raider activity appears to have decreased, 
F.O.C.N.A. suggests a S/M should accompany convoys 
only occasionally, thus releasing S/M’s to continue 
offensive against Italian shipping.

LONDON intercepted the Vichy French LEOPOLD 
L.D. this afternoon in 34.20 N., 09.17 W., and 
was instructed to bring her to Gibraltar.

South Atlantic.
C. in C. S.A. reports no evidence that merchant 
ships were machine gunned during a raid by 
Glen Martin A/C on Freetown on 6/7. Some damage 
was caused by fire from ships or shore.

MOOLTAN made a "Q* distress signal at 1345 G.M.T. 
today in 35.42 S., 20.20 E., but cancelled it 
at 1438. N.O.I.C. Simonstown considers cancel
lation genuine.

Mediterranean.
C. in C. Med. asks if LEANDER is to leave 
Mediterranean after NEPTUNE arrives. He would 
like to retain her until after Operation 
"Substance”.

C. in C. Med. favours more submarine attacks 
on Italian coastal traffic, especially from 
Savona, Albenga and Imperia and small Sardinian 
ports. Misurata, reported to be developed into 
an important stores dump, also merits attention.

/Enemy
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1ST
11.7.1941. 
Friday.______

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.-Contd.

TORBAY reports having sunk a westbound U-boat 
off Mykoni and a tanker in Zea Channel.
(c.f. Situation Report 2/7). t a.*.

It is reported that TRIUMPH was damaged by fire 
from shore batteries whilst attacking shipping 
in Rastayones anchorage on the night of 5/6 July. 
(See 15/7). (& l* >

8 Wellingtons attacked the Central Railway 
Station and marshalling yards at Naples last 
night.

Malta was bombed last night. Damage was 
confined to Luqa aerodrome.

DEFENDER and VENDETTA were bombed in 31° i+5’ N. 
25° J>1’ E. this morning whilst returning from 
Tobruk. DEFENDER was badly damaged and was 
taken in tow by VENDETTA but sank at 1115 off 
Sidi Barrani.

5 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi last night.

A U/Boat was attacked by A/C in 33.36 N . , 31.03 E 
results not observed.

2 French S/M’s were attacked today by Aircraft 
. S. and S.W. of Crete.

More small French war vessels have arrived at 
Alexandretta and will be interned. Larger units 
are returning to France.

At 1650, A/C reported 2 cruisers, 1 destroyer 
and 3 merchant vessels in 38.23 N . , 15.28 E. 
steering westward.

Forces in Syria were instructed this evening to 
stand fast from midnight tonight, a meeting 
having been arranged for 1100 tomorrow.
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188
11.7.1941.Friday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Bast Indies.
French Somaliland is to be treated as enemy 
territory for economic warfare purposes.

America and West Indies.
There are indications that fishing craft 
off the Newfoundland Banks, wearing French, 
Portuguese and possibly other colours are acting 
in a suspicious manner. The Admiralty have 
asked C. in 0. A.W.I. to operate against them 
at the earliest opportunity.

Transfers of enemy vessels to Mexican flag are 
not recognised, but discussions are proceeding 
with U.S.A. for a general settlement with all 
American States, and meanwhile enemy vessels 
sailing under Mexican flag are not to be 
interfered with.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
u .s .s .
WESTPOINT. Bringing Back U.S. Consular personnel from 

German and Italian held territories. Re voyages. 
Not to "be molested etc. (American Embassy, London 
1215/11 to Adty.) See Lion Copy.

Western
Patrol.

Proposed arrangements for operating. (C. in C.W.A 
1226B/11 to Adty.) (M. 071+82/1+1) See Lion Copy.

Movements.
MANXMAN. A.T's 1227B/10 and 191+6B/8. Arrangements have 

been made to supply 6 Oerlikons for MANXMAN, 
vide A.M. 1339B/10.2. Departure of MANXMAN may be delayed if 
necessary to complete mounting of Oerlikons but 
she should be sailed in time to K/V with Convoy W.S.90 in position D. at latest. MANXMAN maybe sailed without escort, and speed should 
consequently be as high as endurance and weather 
conditions allow until convoy is met.
3. Report intended arrangements in due course. 
(V.C.N.S. 1230B/11 to C. in C. W.A.)

DEVONSHIRE. Intended following movements of C.S.I. in 
DEVONSHIRE.
(i) Leave Reykjavik 0830/12 for Akureyri, 
visiting Isafiord on passage.
(ii) Arriving Akureyri 0900/13. Leave 1900/13.
(iii) E.T.A. Scapa 0930/15.(iv) All times B. (C.S.I. 2107B/11).

Operations.
SEAL. Account of capture reconstructed from statements 

of escaped Prisoners in Moscow. (Head of Naval 
Mission, Moscow. Reed. 0115/11 at Adty.).(Signal returned to War Registry as requested.)

M.G.B.
Operation.

Nothing to report. (C. in C. Nore 161+OB/ll).



M E S S A G E III

From American Embassy London.
1215/11/July* 

Date 11.7. A1»
P/L by T/P Tine 1250,

Addressed Admiralty

Following received from Welles Acting Secretary of State
Washington quote the U.3.S. WESTP0I11T, a transport of the United States 
Navy, ‘fornerly the S.S, AlfERICA, is scheduled to leave New York at 
Midnight on July 15th to proceed direct to Lisbon, Portugal, for the 
purpose of returning front the United States 11 Official Consular* 
personnel of the German and Italian Governments and to bring back Official 
Consular Personnel of this Government from German and Italian-held 
Territories# The ship is expected to arrive at Lisbon on or about 
July 22nd and to depart there from on or about July 25th, arriving at 
New York on or about August 1 st#

The ship will proceed to Lisbon on the following course;
90 dogs true along latitude AO degs 10* North to position AO degs 10* N

direct to Lisbon.
The ship will return from Lisbon on the following course; 

275 degs true to position 10 degs 10* North 50 degs zero minutes West 
about July 27, thence course 270 degs true along latitude AO degs 10* N 
to Neva York.
beam 95 feet height from waterline to top of Navigating Bridge 75 feet 
superstructure two streamlined stacks, two masts midship, House 
continuous between Masts length 5A8 feet, two Kingposts athwart ships 
forward, two Kingposts athwart ships aft, cruiser stem, flush forecastle 
and poop, two guns athwart ships forward of pilot house structure, one gun 
on centerline aft of docking bridge, one gun aft on fanta.il on upper 
deck, speed 21 knots, oobxo* black-gray all over# The ship will proceed 
fully illuminated at night and will fly large United Stages colour at Gaff 
illuminated by searchlight at night#

the United States Navy, which is under the command of a united States 
Naval Officer and manned by personnel of the United States Navy, to 
proceed on its journey and to return without interruption or molestation 
by the air. LUOval or Military Forces of any belligerent#

to which you are accredited and inform the department by rush p telegram 
of the date and hour when such notification was given# Also notify 
Netherlands, Belgium, Norwegian and polish Gobemments.

30 degs zero minutes Nest about July 20th, Thence c our so 95 degs true

The description of the ship is as follows; length 723 feet

The Government of the United States expects this vessel of

You will please accordingly notify immediately the Government

1215/11 •

1st Lord 
1st S.L. 
Ath S.L. 
5th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.

Ad. Bailey 
D.A/S.U.O  • .V «

I.P. (3)
D.S.D.9#
11.(30) for action

Press Div.
ff#D.---
D.S.D. (2) 
D.N.A.D.
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CONFIDENTIAL M B S  S A G E  12263/11 July. IN
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• i

Date. 12. 7. 1+1.
Prom: - O. in C. Western Approaches.

• Reed, 0510
________________________ P/L 3Y T/P__________ :____________ ___

Addressed-'Admi'ralty^rfephated’ O', in Co Home Fleet;
C. in C. South Atlantic, F 0OoC. North Atlantic, 
P.O.CoO.S., F.O.i/c‘Greenock, P.Ooi/c Iceland,
B.S. 3 S.O.W.P.

NITE
Admiralty Letter M.071+82/1+1 of 20 June, not to C. in c* 

South Atlantic, P.O.C.North Atlantic, S.O.W.P® or B S 3 
following arrangements are proposed after visiting Greenock 
and discussion with P.O.l.C. Greenock and S.O.W.P.

(a) Ocean hoarding vessels of Western Patrol to be 
administered by a Captain R.IT# designated Senior Officer, 
Western Patrol under P.C.i/c Greenock, S.O.W.P. to 
communicate direct with Admiralty, Flag Officers of refitting 
ports, and Naval depots on routine matters, repeated to 
F.O.i/c Greenock* On other matters, S.O.W.P. to deal through 
F.O.i/c Greenock.

‘ • ;, • , .1 * . ■ *

(b) S.O.W.P. to operate Western Patrol, outside 
North Atlantic Station, under 0. in 0. V/estern Approaches 
operational signals and corresjjondence normally to be 
addressed to and from S.O.W.P. repeated G. in G. Western 
Approaches and others concerned. S.O.W.P. .to be responsible 
for ordering patrol areas and programmes, outside North 
Atlantic Station, referring to Admiralty and G. in C.
Western Approaches as necessary.

(c) F.O.C. North Atlantic to operate Western 
patrol within North Atlantic Station, except that SiO.W.P. 
will order withdrawal of ocean boarding vessels.from patrol, 
whereevor they are, keeping F.O.C.North Atlantic informed 
when this will be necessary, if in North Atlantic Station..

(d) Trawlers based on Gibraltar' to bo operated and
administered by F.O.C.North Atlantic. . •

(e) Northern Patrol Trawlers to be operated by F.O. 
0.6.s', and administered by S.O.N.P. Trawlers,"under F.O.C,0,S'. 
General disposition of Trawler lines will be under broad 
control of C# in G. Home Fleet.

(f) Armed Merchant Cruisers when working from North 
American Ports to be operated and administered by B.S.3®

(g) Armed Merchant Cruisers when in United Kingdom 
to be administered by S.O.W.P. under F.0,i/c Greenock, 
irrespective of which port they are at.

(h) No further issues of I.N.P., N.P.M. or N.P.0.0*s 
will be made by S.0.W*P., but these orders to remain in 
farce until cancelled or altered by G ’s in C. New orders 
for Western Patrol will be issued shortly by 0. in C.
Western Approaches.

' ; e ,2. It is proposed that S.O.W.P. and hla operational
and communications staff shall continue to occupy former 
Headquarters of H.A.N.P® at JUojp̂ b. for the proaent, there being



-2

\

j s * l c < >

no acleq.uato accom odation  elsewhere irf Greenock area

I t  ia  considered  e s s e n tia l that the f u l l  e x is t in g
op era tion a l, communications and ad m in is tra tive  s t a f fs  o f  the 
form er R .:..IT.P. should remain under So'O.W.P* w h ile  these 
arrangements are t r ie d  onto Should any reductions he 
considered p ra c t ic a b le  a f t e r  working exp er ien ce , th is  w i l l  
be rep orted .

J|. i f  these proposals are approved, i t  is  requested
that they may be brought in to  fo rc e  fo r th w ith , and 
promulgated in  G .A .F.O .

1st Lord 
1st S .L . 
2nd SqL. 
3rd S .L . 
i+th S .L. 
V.C.H. a.

(2 )
C i v i l  Lord 
Sec.
Nav. Sec.
XT# A .1 s t  S .L .
op3. ( k )
0 .3 . (5 )
O.I.C. C2)
L . ii.I. (1+)
Dm O f ?. (3) 
D.L.'7.D. (3 )
M. (2 ) f o r  a c tion  
C.W, (2 )
3 .3 .D. 12)
JO. f  • Dm ( ̂ 4)
L .P .S . (2 )

12263/11 < )

me

L .A ./3  ,\7,
Dm o f  L.D . (2 )
*r\ in q .i*>

N.A* 2 .3 .L . (2 ) I: I
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B/C of 
Kiel.

Attack on 
Le Havre” 
and_
Cherbourg.

8014-

Squadron.

118
Squadron.

HOME COMMANDS.

1 ^ 0

11.7.1941.Friday,

British Air Operations.
A S N l R A l .

In view of movement ofASCHE3R request R/C of 
Kiel whenever possible until further notice. 
(D.D.I.C. 1152B/11 to H.Q.C.C).

An operation was carried out 10/7 with the 
object of destroying enemy ships at anchor or 
alongside in the ports of Cherbourg and Le Havre. 
Fighter Escort was provided. Whilst Fighter 
Command were carrying out an offensive action in 
the Pas de Calais area simultaneous attack was 
launched on Cherbourg and Le Havre by a formation 
of 12 bombers on each. Surprise was achieved at 
both ports. 6 ships aggregating 54,000 tons are 
claimed as total losses.
The following are the details:- 
Le Havre

One 7,000 ton liner: two direct hits 
One 6,000 M.V: one direct hit
One 5,000 M.V: one or more direct hits
and enveloped in black smoke.
One 2,000 ton Tankeri Two direct hits 
amidships.
One 5,000 ton M.V.
One 1,500 ton M.V: probably hits and 
close misses.

Cherbourg
One 10,000 ton Tanker two or more direct 
hits causing explosions and black smoke.
One 6,000 ton M.V. direct hits resulting 
in explosions and debris being thrown 
into the air.

Another Tanker was also attacked, results unobserv 
-and bombs were also seen to explode in Warehouses 
on the dock side. Fighter escort destroyed 
two M.E. 109's for the loss of two of our Fighters 
-The docks at Ostend, Dunkirk and Boulogne were 
attacked.
The Docks at Calais and Ostend each attacked 
by 1 aircraft. (H.Q.B.C. 1500/11).

C. in C. 1119B/10. Concur. (V.A.N.A.S. 1820B/11).

Adty. 2005B/9/7. It is not expected that 818 
Squadron will be available until August. 
(V.A.N.A.S. 1825B/11).

/Practice



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Practice
"bombs.

Convoy 
E.C. 2+3.

Convoy 
P.S, odd.

Yarmouth.

MELROSE
ABBEY.

Hull.

H.S.L. 116 
TI T  Yarmouth)

RIVER TRENT. 
M.V.

HOME COMMANDS.

yqj*
11.7.194i' 
Friday.______

British Air Onerations-Contd.
In order to assist the training of aircraft in 
attacking submarines it has been suggested that 
the dropping of practice bombs should be permitted, 
provided that the submarine is completely submerged 
-at the time of release. I agree. (F.O.S.
2319B/11 to Adty.).

Enemy Air Operations.
Fighters are being sent to assist.
(Rosyth W/T 0010/11).
Enemy aircraft are bombing convoy. Scurdyness - 
11 (Oonvoy Guard 0035/11).
Help 1 Pentland Firth. (JAN VAN BRAKEL .
1715/11).

Enemy A/C bombing I65 Outer Dowsing L.V. 25. 
(WESTMINSTER 0317/11).
My 0317. 5 bombs no hits. (WESTMINSTER 0348/11).

Air attack night 10/11 July.
Damage Miranda Base Buildings. No casualties. 
(^.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1035B/11).

Attacked 0205/11/7 one bomb. No damage. 
(F.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1341/11).

During sharp attack on Hull night 10/11 July 
new naval offices and garage suffered damage.
No other naval damage and no damage to docks or 
shipyards. Casualties. (F.O. Humber 2155/11).

H.S.L. 116 previously reported out of action, has 
. since suffered damage by bomb blast during night 

10/11 July. (C. in C. Nore 2220B/11).

With engine damaged, by enemy bombing attack 
in 5J>° 00* N. 01® 15* E. is being towed by A/T 
SOLON to Yarmouth Roads. E.T.A. 0100/12. (F.O.I.C. 
Yarmouth 2^04B/ll).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Mining.
Blyth. Port closed owing to suspected aircraft minelaying. (N.O-I.C. Blyth 0257B/11).

ThamesEstuary. S.A. Mines detonated as follows. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 1513/11).

Tilbury Dock to No. k Buoy.

Re. my 121+14-/27. Navigation may he resumed in this area. (F.O.I.C. London 1558/11).

Harwich. 2 Magnetic Mines detonated by L.L. Trawlers in approx. 51° 1+5.5' N. 1° 15.5' E. (F.O.I.C, Harwich 1657B/11).

Humber._ The Following 2 Mines were detonated today. (F.O. Humber 1910B/11).

Enemy Intelligence.
M.V. P.P. 1 M/V course 080° speed 10 knots position 1+7° 10’ N. 7° 10' V/. (A/C P. 0300/11 to 19 Group H.Q.).

Balticshipping. (a) In addition to three German transports report< sunk off Oland in yesterday’s press further German vessel has been sunk to southward of Ystad Details of all sinkings expected shortly.(b) Lulea ore traffic now restricted to vessels not exceeding 22 foot draft since Flintrennen passage must be used in conjunction with Great Belt en route for Kiel Canal.(c) German vessels from North Sea ports bound for German Baltic ports are still awaiting orders at West Swedish ports. There is stillno traffic: across southern Baltic and Trelleborg Sassnitz ferry remains suspended. Graded A.2.(N.A. Stockholm 1551/H).

EMDEN. Pru I5IO/II shows EMDEN arrived in Flensburg since 22/6. (PRU Benson 1555/11).

TIRPITZ. Following received from Opnav. State Department just received information from Copenhagen that TIRPITZ passed Danish islands about two days ago. Informant states assumes probable intent attack Iceland. Reliability of report not known. (Spenavo 2350/11 to Adty.).
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Casualties and Defects.
In collision 1215/11 with S.S. BLACKHEATH in 
055° 58’ N. 010° 38' W. Former holed almost to 
waterline can steam at moderate speed PIMPERNEL 
standing by and proceeding Londonderry. BLACKHEATH 
bound for Oban not seriously damaged. (VERITY 
1258B/11, ARBUTUS 1500B/11, 2045B/11).
Proceed to Liverpool if possible. (C. in C. W.A. 
2226B/11 to ARBUTUS).

C. in C. H.F. li+lOB/lO and my 1009B/9. Propose 
a.m./l8 unbasin,complete with oil,p. m./l9 D.G. 
Range. Pom pom gun trials. Sail for base on 
completion. (PRINCE OF WALES 1546/H).

Your 225j>B/9. Area swept to at least depth 
of 10 fathoms - no obstruction found.
(F.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 1720B/11 to C. in C. Nore).

It is of the first importance that FURIOUS should 
be ready for sea by 19/7. Arrangements.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1811B/11 to FURIOUS).

Shipping and Convoys.
My 1836B/21. Anti U-boat operations will be 
carried out by the submarines escorting H.G. and 
O.G. convoys. Exact procedure will be confirmed 
from submarines on meeting. Escorts concerned 
are to be informed. (C. in C. W.A. 1018B/11 to 
Capts. D.ll, D.12 etc.)

Cancel my 1528B/9. Proceed to Swansea to arrive 
not later than 2200B/11 to act as escort for 
DURHAM end DEUCALION, and R/V with JACOB VAN 
HEEMSKEHK and PORT CHALMERS off Scarweather L.V. 
at 0 3I5B/I2 . R/V with Liverpool portion W.S.9 (c) 
at 1900B/12 in 053° UU’ N. 00U° U9f W. Leave 
convoy off Oversay and return to Belfast.
(C. in C. W.A. 1207B/11 to STORK).
All merchant ships of Convoy W.S.9C carry 3 
Marconi Operators and so can maintain continuous 
W/T Watch. (D.O.D.(F) 2110B/11 to NELSON).

/O.G.68......
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11.7.1941.Friday._____
HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys-Contd.
Ships hound for West African ports or for the 
West Indies, Panama Canal and Gulf of Mexico 
are not to he sailed in O.G. 68. (D.T.D. 
1351B/11 to N.C.S.O's).

My 1600/11/7. Request restrictions to he 
promulgated with regard to M.V.s flying balloons 
while entering or leaving Firth.of Forth, may 
he the same as those detailed in my 1725/22/5. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 18^1/11 to Adty.)

My 1550B/10. Southbound O.B. Convoys will 
in future he known as O.S. convoys.
(D.T.D. 2:>32H/ll to C. in C fs W.A., S.A. , F.O.C.NJ^
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Y/ar Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS,

11.7.1941.
Friday.

North Atlantic.
Cargoes of Re export of iron pyrites from Huelva and A.M.
Pyrites. ~ 383 addressed to V.A.C.N.A., request if vessels

passing Straits hound to Spanish Mediterranean 
ports with similar cargoes should he detained 
unless covered by a Navy certificate.
(C.C.S.O. Gib., 1730/11 to Admiralty for Arfar) 
Reply 1801/12.

Submarines, Present composition and commitments of 8th S/M 
Employment. Flotilla will not allow for permanent patrol in

Y/estern Mediterranean. As raider activity appears 
to have decreased suggested a S/M should 
accompany convoys only occasionally thereby 
releasing S/Ms to continue offensive against 
Italian shipping. Ref. 2218B/22 from Admiralty 
and 1806C/6 from C. in C. Med.
(F.0.C.N.A., 1742B/11 to Admty).

LEOPOLD L.D.
(French)
interceptedu

GROUIN-
DU-COU.
French
Trawler.

Shadowing Vichy French LEOPOLD L.D. Bound 
Philadelphia. Position 034° 20' N 009° 17' W. 
Request instructions. (LONDON, 1956Z/11 to 
F.O.C.N.A. )
Your 1810/5.
Y/hen available is required in U.K. Please 3ail in 
convoy if crew can be arranged.
(D.S.V.P. 2202B/11 to F.O. C.N.A.)

South Atlantic.
VILLE DE Vichy French M.V. is now at Freetown with 57 crew
TAMATAVE, and 20 passengers including seven women. Not
exchanges. known yet how many crew will join Free French.

Request if any more British or Allied merchant 
crews or passengers in French Y/est African 
territory awaiting repatriation that might be 
obtained in exchange. (C. in C. S.A., 0437N/11, 
to V/aggon Lagos.)

Yugoslav Your 1327/28. Union Authority requests how much
DUNAV.^ “ longer ship must be detained.

(S.O. (I), Capetown, 1053/11 to Admty for D. of S.T)i

MILFORD. Leave today and proceed to Takoradi. Ascertain
probable date of return of B.D.0. then proceed 
Freetown bringing B.D.O. if he is ready.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1241N/11 to MILFORD).

/HERMES
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

11.7.1941.
Friday.

South Atlantic.
My 2256/Z/10. When sighted in 3° 54* N 34°
2 3 ’ V4 ship was steering 360°. Ship sank at 
2345Z/L0 still flying Dutch Flag. Captain 
Bernhard Northling age 55. Passengers. (4 names). 
(CANTON, 1310Z/11 to C. in C. S. A. )

Your 1151B/L0. Army are cancelling their signal 
to W.O. No evidence that merchant ships were 
hit by M.G. fire or cannon from A/C. Some 
damage was definitely from Bofors and all is 
considered to have been from ships or shore fire. 
(C. in C. S.A. , 1345N/11 to Adraty).

Q Q Q Q . 35.42 S. 20.20 E . , MOOLTAN suspicious 
T.O.R. 1345 G.M.T./ll. (Slangkop W/T, 1411Z/11 
to 7/hitehall W/T).
Cancel my 1345 G.M.T./ll MOOLTAN.
(Slangkop W/T, 1438G.M. T./ll to Freetown W/T). 
Cancellation considered genuine.
(N.O. I.C. Simons town 1447Z/11 to H.M. Ships).
A.M. 2352/2.
Can be accepted for refit in U. S.A.Yard will be 
signalled later.
(D.O.D. (F) 1741B/11 to C. in C. S.A.)

Mediterranean.

Tripoli (Syria) roadstead (?empty). Am joining 
you about 0300. (Capt. D.7. 0140/11 to C.S.7).

No merchant ships at Banias Knoll or lb miles N. 
of The Would. Am returning- to Haifa. 
(KIMBERLEY, 0310C/11 to F. 0. 7 C.S. )

DEFENDER hit, engine room flooded. Am taking 
off personnel. Am taking her in tow. My position 
now is 31° 45' N . , 25° O ’ E. (VENDETTA,
0520/11 to C. in C. Med).
Am being attacked by enemy aircraft 31*35 N . , 25.
51 E. (VENDETTA, 0527/11, 0614/11).
Engine room and after boiler room flooded. Back 
probably.broken but have every hope in saving 
ship. (DEFENDER, 0555/11 to C. in C. Med). Have 
DEFENDER in tow. Request maximum fighter protect! 
My P.C. and S. are 31.45 N . , 25.51 E . , 115° 6 kts. 
(VENDETTA, 0646/11 to C. in C. Med).
No sign of fighters yet.
(VENDETTA, 0713/11).

/DEFENDER
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Alexandretta.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
DEFENDER heavily listed. Skeleton crew on hoard 
My position etc. 31.45'N. , 25.51 E. 140° 6 kts. 
(VENDETTA, 0715/11).
VENDETTA and DEFENDER were attacked by aircraft 
at 0520/11 in 31° 45’ N 25° 31* E. whilst return
ing from Tobruk. DEFENDER had engine room and 
boiler room flooded and was taken in tow by 
VENDETTA bpt sank at 1115 off Sidi Barrani. There 
were no serious casualties.
(C. in C. Med., 1443/11 to Admty).

Y/hilst attacking shipping in Rastayones anchorage 
night of 5th TRIUMPH was damaged by fire from 
shore battery. (Capt. S.l. 0911C/11 to TAKU).

•ational Summary No. 396 up to 1200 hrs. 11/7
2. Cyprus. 10/7. 1 Blenheim on sea R/C between 
Cyprus and Syria attacked 1 French submarine 33° 
53* N., 34° 23' E. No hits, submarine crashed 
dived. 2nd submarine flying French colours 
sighted 32° 43’ N., 34° 13' E., but not attacked. 
Blenheim also attacked unidentified ship 2,000 
tons off Syrian Coast. 1 bomb burst 10 yards 
from stern. (H. Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1046/11).

Your 1636B/24. C. in C. Med., has directed that 
ships should not be sailed until further orders, 
but that scuttling charges should be fitted.
A.N. A., Istanbul informed.
(N.A. Angora, 1217/11 to Admty).

Request I may be informed if it is intended 
LEANDER should leave Mediterranean after NEPTUNE 
arrives. I^nhould like in any case to retain 
her until "SliftMT&wfefe'*1 is (?over).
(C. in C. Med., 1229C/11 to Admty).

Reported from Istanbul that more small French Y/ar 
Vessels have arrived at Alexandretta and will be 
interned. Larger French warships and submarines 
are returning to France.
(C.O. I.S., Alexandria, 1643C/11 to C. 3. 15, C. S. 7).

My 1315/10. Further sweep inside shows only 
two U.X.Ms in canal i.e. at km. 136.2 and 146.6 
Four or five aircraft flying at about four thousand 
feet were believed to have been engaged in mine
laying.
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal Area., 1317C/11).

/Enemy



MOST SECRET,

Y/ar D iary*

Enemy S/M

Enemy Units.

Malta Raids.

Naples Raid.

Enemy convoy.

Submarines
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

1 1 .7 .1 9 4
Friday.

Mediterranean. -  Contd.

NR 2-P My 1620 290 (090?) 15, one submerged
S/M 33.56 N ., 31JGB E. (A/C "W" 1645/11, to 
Group H.Q. M .E .)
Attack enemy S/M in  34° 17* N ., 31° 00* E. at 162a  
(Group H.Q. M .E., 1647C/11 to  A/C "NM Cyprus). 
Attack enemy S/M which was in 34.02 N ., 30.46 E. 
at 1620. ( C.8 J. 1715/11 to  Duty N, I>uty D,
6 C.F. )
My 1645 -  p o s it io n  33.52 N . , 31.03 E.
(A/C "W" 1745/11 to  Group H. Q. M.E.)
P osition  o f  submerged S/M is  33.56 N ., 31.03 E ., 
1620. (Group H.Q., 1835/11 to F/B L .2166).

P.C. and S. o f  enemy 2 Cruisers 1 destroyer 3 
M.V. are 38.23 N ., 15.28 E ., 260° 10 knots, at 
1650. (A/C "X" 1710B/L1, to Hal F ar).

CSR Malta to  1600 hours 11 /7 .
Night 10 /11 , 8 enemy a ir c r a ft  few bombs on land, 
no damage or  ca su a ltie s . Day 11 /7 , 40 to  50 Macdi 
200s over Island. 6 d id  lo w -fly in g  attack  
Luqa, no ca su a ltie s .
Part 3. O ffensive. 8 Y /ellingtons attacked Naples 
Hits on Railway s ta tio n  and bu ild in gs . Large ✓  
exp losion  airframe fa c to ry . Hits also on Y/arebouses 
and fu e l  tanks. (H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 0910/11 1800/11

4 destroyers 5 merchant 3hips 1 tanker 038° 55* 
012° 40* course 200° speed 9 knots at 1530B/11 

(D isposition) (Cdr. 3 .1 . 18043/11 to  UNBEATEN).

In te llig en ce  shows much harm can be done by 
attacks on I ta lia n  coasta l t r a f f i c .  In 
p a rticu la r , Savona Albenga and Imperia and small 
Sardinian ports seem rea d ily  a cce ss ib le  to such 
attacks. Request you consider p o s s ib i l i t y  of 
attacks by submarines against coasta l t r a f f i c .  
Misurata is  now reported to be developed in to  
an important stores dump and a lso  merits a tten tion . 
(C. in C. Med., 1857C/11 to  V.A. M alta).

Night 10/11. 5 Y /ellingtons bombed Benghazi.
Day 11 /7 . Y/estern D esert. Submarine sighted  33° 
36’ N ., 31° 03 ’ E. Attacked, resu lts  unobserved. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1919/11).

/Syria ,
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Syria.
Armistice.

Vichy

TORBAY.

‘T ym 'k . X/ y .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Contd.

For information. Our forces in Syria have been 
instructed to stand fast as from midnight tonight. 
A meeting has been arranged forIL00/12.
(N.0.I.C. Haifa, 2145C/11 to C.S.15).
(?We are) in negotiation with Gen. Dentz regarding 
Armistice. He has been informed that unless his 
envoys present themselves by 0600 G.M.T./12 
on Beirut Haifa road,offensive action will be 
returned. You are to continue to act as though 
^hostilities were continuing until further 
instructions except that you should not initiate 
offensive action against Syrian coast unless 
requested by Army. (C. in C. Med., 2201/11 to 
C.S. 15).

French submarines CAIMAN and (? MARSOUIN) were 
expected to pass Cape Sidero Kaso Strait 12/13 
and Straits of Messina 14/L5. 2 French U-boats
were reported leaving Toulon 9/7 for Beirut. 1 
French ship type unknown but apparently capable of 
20 knots should pass Kithera 1300/13 and Cape 
Sidero 0700/14 for Beirut.
(Capt. 3.1. 2249C/11 to TORBAY, OSIRIS etc).

Returning via KASO E.T.A., 0500/15. Torpedoes and 
ammunition expended. Area report. Sank 
westbound U-boat off Mykonos.
Your 2011/9.Tanker sunk by torpedo in (?Zea 
Channel). (TORBAY, 2357C/11 to Capt. S.l.)
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Prev. Ref. 1.0. letter
dated 27.U.UO,
No, P,Z. 21+11/1+0.
16th July 191+1.

Copies to P,0. ft W.O

SECRET.
9986Allotted to External Degt.

D E C_ Y_ P H JB . R _  0, JF. T E L  E _G R A M
Prom Political Resident in the Persian Gulf to 

Secy, of State for India.
Dated Bahrain, 15*00 hours, 11.7.U1.
Reed. 23,1+5 hours, 11th July, 191+1.

T/281. Addressed to Secy, of State for India 
repeated to Govt, of India (?C. in C. East Indies) 
Baghdad and Koweit. Reference Ambassador Baghdad 
telegram of July 10th No. 7h7 to Secy, of State for 
Poreign Affairs. Umqasr.
2. No reference whatever has Been made to this 
Residency regarding present (? proposal). Koweit 
is of course vitally affected and Sheikh will have 
to he informed of proposals. Whatever position of 
actual port may he it is almost certain that approach 
will pass through Koweit waters at some point or 
another.

A D D IT IO N A L  C IR C U L A T ION BY~~M * ..........

1st Lord,
1st S.L.

D.T.S.D.
D.N.I. (1+). 
O.I.C. ( 3 ). 
D. of S.T.

X X X

3rd 3..
Vice Contr. 
Civil -ord. 
V.C.N. S.
A.C.N.S. (P 
A.C.N.8. (T 
Nav. Sec.
P.A.3. ( S ) .
N.A. to 1st S.L 
D. of p. (3 ). 
Ops. (Ops. ( 
O.D. (

T/P for Dep. Contr. (3). )
rt --r, • p  \  Jd8. u+1.in o# )

VT
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War Diary.

RANCHI. 
CARTHAGE.

EXETER.

ILEX.

-^MAREEBA.

French
Somaliland.

Oil for 
Indo
china.

MAREEBA.

Japanese
Fleet.

MARECHAL 
JOFFRE. 
(French).

FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.00
11.7.191.1. 
Friday._____

East Indies.
RANCHI is to leave patrol to arrive Durban p.m./ljk 
-CARTHAGE is to leave Durban a.m./l3 and proceed 
to position X and then patrol on Line XYZ given 
in my O632/ U4.. (C. in C. E.I., 0520Z/11 to
RANCHI, CARTHAGE).

To leave Mombasa a.m./l3 and proceed Durban to 
arrive 18/7. (C. in C. E.I. 052J+Z/11 to EXETER).

A.M. 1236/8. Can be taken at Calcutta. 
(F.O.C.R.I.N. 0735Z/11).

Your OU50/5. R.O's confirm vessel has not 
out into any port on this coast. (N.O.I.C. 
Madras, 0923Z/11 to C. in C. E.I).

To be treated as enemy territory for economic 
warfare purposes. (?Ships) and dhows destined 
thither can be seized and dealt with in British 
prize courts.(C. in C. E.I. 0950Z/11 to E.I. Stn.)

China.
My 0907Z/9. Standard Oil Co. have learnt today 
from Palembang that PAN GOTHIA is loading for 
Shanghai. I am convinced we shall make no further 
progress with Decoux until we send at least one 
cargo of oil, and I hope other arrangements can 
be made. (C. in C. China, 0351Z/11 to Adty.)

Your 17U7/6. Nothing heard since sighting by 
DURBAN 25/6. (S.0(I> Singapore O W Z / l l  to Admty.)

Soviet N.A. has informed me unspecified units 
of Japanese fleet had been sighted in Bungo 
Straits 7/7. All travel to Hokkaido forbidden 
to foreigners until further notice. (N.A. Tokyo 
1703/11 to Adraty.)

Departure Apia. (Shanghai, 2358Z/11 to M. of W.T).
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REVENGE*

FORT DE 
FRANCE.

MALAYA.

a u r a n i a .

T.C.12.

FYLERDALE.
? F Y L IH £ 5 / U .£

Enemy
Shipping.

11.7.1941.
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIOKS.
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America and We3t Indies.
Left 3errauda in accordance with my 1041(1/9. 
E. T.A. point of arrival 0830P/13. (C. in C. 
A.W.I., 0833Q/11 to Admty etc).

My 0052Q/14 and my 1301Q/L3* Every endeavour 
is to be made to intercept FORT-DE-FRANCE on 
return voyage from Para. You are at liberty to 
proceed beyond limit of station if desired but 
previous experience indicates that effective patrol 
off Para is difficult to maintain.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1012Q/11 to PRINCE DAVID).

B.A.R.M.’s 1012/8. In view of commitments at 
Halifax including embarkation of special stores, 
helpful if MALAYA could arrive in time for 
D.G. calibration p.m/18.
(R.A. 3 B.S. 1436P/11 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

To escort H.X.138 and S. C. 37, subsequently 
proceeding Iceland from Eastern R.V. with 
persDnnel and provisions. A/S escorts as in 
C.C.N.F.*s 1846Z/10.
(F.O. 3 B.S., 1446P/11 to Admty etc).

Your 1430B/10. Undesirable for T.C.12 to 
proceed via Belle Isle Straits unless that route 
is cleared of contemporary slow convoy. Even 
if that route is used consider some measure of 
A/S escort essential in early stage of passage. 
Suggestions. (R.A. 3 B.S., 1447P/11 to Admty).

Your 1341/10. (re no news of ANNA BULGARIS or 
FYLERDALE). FYLERDALE sailed Quebec 9/7 for 
Sydney. Cargo grain. f - 1«--
(N.S.H. Q. Ottawa, 1506Z/11 toNC. 3. 0.Montreal).

Your 1114/8/6. Transfer of enemy vessels to 
Mexican flag not yet been recognised. Discussions 
proceeding with U.3. Govt, for a general 
settlement with all American 3tates concerning 
enemy shipping in American ports. Result 
probably that in return for enemy ships being 
put to uses of direct or indirect benefit to the 
war effort, we shall agree to waive our belliger
ent rights. In view of these negotiations enemy 
vessels sailing under Mexican flag should not 
for the present be interferred with.
(Hd. of M. 1550B/11 to C. in C. A.W.I.)

/TOTTENHAM
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War Diary*

TOTTENHAM 
(sunk by~ 
raider 17/6).

Suspicious_ 
Pishing Graft 
Newfoundland.

T.C.12.
H.X. and O.B. 
Escorts.

11.7.1941. 
Friday.____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and We3t Indies. - Contd.
Your 1723B/10. Survivors report TOTTENHAM 
attacked by raider 1930/17 in 007° 39’ S. 019° 
12’ W. Master ordered abandon ship after one 
round returned then heavy explosion No. 1 hold. 
"R" Signal made 5 times. Raider returned about 
2230, 12 hits close range then 20 minutes later 
6 salvoes. TOTTENHAM caught fire sank 2333. 
Raider proceeded W. Life Boats second and third 
Officer 9 men picked up. 6 more men waited under 
sea anchor until 1730/18 set sail true W. Y/ind 
and Sea E.8.E. Force followed by MAHRONDA Rescue 
and sunk boat at 0745/24 position 005° 34’ S.
028° 56’ V/. arrived Trinidad 2/7. Survivors 

embarked ORION for U.K. 4/7. (N.O. I.G. Trinidad, 
1632^/11 to Admty).

V/ireless traffic and other indications point to 
possibility of Fishing Craft off Newfoundland 
Banks wearing French, Portuguese and possibly 
other colours acting in a suspicious manner. 
Request earliest opportunity be taken to operate 
in these waters with a view to removing this 
possible menace to our trade.
(1st S. L. , 1706B/11 to C. in C. A.W. I. , C.N.S., 
Ottawa).

Your 2304B/10 and Aamty. 1743B/9.
My 1321 Z 10 para. B. Destroyers allocated 
T.C. 12 are HAVELOCK, HESPERUS, ASSINIBOINE, 
RESTIGOUCHE, RIPLEY and ST. FRANCIS. BROADWATER 
is now required for H.X. 138 in lieu RAMSEY 
defective. (C.C.N.F., 1719Z/11 to A.C.W.A.)
My 1719Z/11.
(I) Intend the two H. and two River Class 
Destroyers escort convoy from Halifax to R/V
X. The two Town Class Destroyers to join off St. 
John's N.F. or in Belle Isle Strait depending on 
route chosen.
(II) Request therefore that you will provide 
two destroyers of Local Escort Force to augment 
escort from Halifax until Town Class from St. 
John's N.F. join. (C.C.N.F., 1814Z/11 to C.O.A.C. 
Hal if ax).
My 1719Z/11. Destroyers previously allocated to 
H.X. 139 now required for T.C. 12. Intend 
substituting WALNEY, 3ENNEN, and TOTLAND who will 
be ordered to leave O.B.344 in 062° 30' W. and 
proceed to St. Johns N.F. (C.C.N.F., 1721Z/11 to 
C. in C. W.A. )

/Norwegian
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Y/ar Diary.

Norwegian
Tanker.

Military
Convoys.

NICHOLAS
PATERAE"
Greek./
Suspicious 
Ship 28/6.'

FOREIGN STATIONS.

11.7,1941.
Friday.

America and Y/e3t Indies. - Contd.
F.O.C.N.A., 1544A/7. Action is being considered 
with Norwegian Trade Mission in London. Mean
while request following arrangements for Norwegian 
tankers and any other ships sailed independently 
for Freetown or Gibraltar. (D.T.D. 1818B/11 to 
C. in C. A.Y/.I., for N.C.S.O.'s)

My 2028/18/1 is passed to you under T.O.O. 2338/11 
for information and necessary action as may be 
applicable when sailing T.C. Convoys. Adjusted 
as necessary to conform with normal responsibili
ties of C.O.A.C. Halifax and R.A. 3 B.S.
(D.T.D. 1819B/11 to N. S.H.Q. Ottawa, etc).

Your 1648/18. Has not arrived this side. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1853Z/11 to Admty).

US. Naval Intelligence New York reports S.S. 
PRESIDENT HAYES 1700 G.M.T./28/6 in 29-30 N.
67.30 Y/. approached by armed merchant ship which 
circled her and proceeded northward at about 20 
knots. Description. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 2200/11).
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Y/ar Diary.

GEORGE 
GOULANDRIS 
f3unk 29/6).

P.L.M.22 
GEORGE I. 
GOULANDRIS 
ST. ANSELM. ^7LV78Tr

0605.

1747

By PICOTEE
47rr

0.0 If.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

11.7.1941.
Friday.

ShiP3 Attacked.
BATNA has 28 survivors from GEORGE XT' GOULANDRIS. 
(VERITY, 1301B/11 to C. in C. W.A.)

K&LYPSO VERGOTI GGBK (corrupt signal letters-) 
STAD ARNHEM, ORANJE,MICHAEL JEBSEN,not present. 
Following sunk by torpedo PLM 22 27/6 GEORGE ̂ T. 
GOULAiMDRIS 29/6, SAINT ANSELM 30/6.
(VERITY, 1304B/11 to C. in C. W.A.)

Submarines Reported.
Sunderland reports Submarine dived in 037° 40* N. 
002° 24’ E. at 0605/11 course 090°.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0950B/11, 0959B/11 to N.A. Stn. )

By D.F. at 1747/11 German U-boat was bearing 300 
and 3 from Gibraltar. (F.O.C.N.A., 1939B/11 to 
N.A. Stn).

Estimated U/B dispositions. 
(D.D. I.C. 1449B/11).

Submarines Attacked.
C.A. F.O. No. 834/41 (a) PICOTEE (b) 1250B/4 
(c) 061° 4 0 ’ N 025° 10’ W. (d) 14 (e) 1720B/4. 
(PICOTEE, 1146B/L1 to C. in C. W.A.)

*



1 . The arrangement of the
HJME COMMANDS 
(Classification by subjects)

FOREIGN STATIONS - (Classification by stations)

War Diary is as follows: 
Policy
Defence of United KingdomMovements
Operations
Allied Air ActivityEnemy Air ActivityMining
Enemy Intelligence U-Boats 
Navigational Technical
Casualties and Defects Shipping and Convoys
North Atlantic South Atlantic 
Mediterranean East indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed temporarily, e.g. when an important operation is in progress.
2 . The following volumes should be used to supplement the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those onwhich the series held by War Diary commences;—

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by OperationsDivision, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).
(b) Western Approaches (daily) situation Reports(1 September 1943). * ----
(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations')(1 September 1943).
(d) Qg.flvoy Returns (positions of convoys and compositi

of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941)

(e) Daily convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Ccnnav, giving arrivals and departures, with composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational summary (prepared by AirMinistry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)
(g) Dgily Operations Report for First Lord (preparedby Operations Division, Naval Staff)(13 September 1939).
( h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.



205
MOST SECRET

War Diary 12.7.19U1.Saturday

SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
C. in C. H.F. considers it very desirable 
that a watch should he kept on W/T traffic 
connected with the U.S.A. Warships now in 
Iceland in order to ensure that the 
necessary security is maintained.

NIGER, SALAMANDER and HALCYON of the 6th 
M/S Flotilla are required for special 
service and have been ordered to Stornoway 
to embark Oropesa gear before embarking 
LL Gear at Aberdeen.

VENOMOUS reported early this morning that 
she had broken down south of Iceland (C) 
with engine trouble and that SABRE was 
towing her to Reykjavik.

British Air Activity
38 Blenheims of Bomber Command operated 
today against shipping off the Frisian Is. 
and Dutch coast. A 150 ton vessel is 
claimed as sunk off Walcheren, in thick 
fog.

Enemy Air Activity
At 0215 today the Coastguard Station at 
Lossiemouth was considerably damaged by 
2 H.E. Bombs, but there were no 
casualties.
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End to End 
Escorts.

LEOPOLD L.D.

La Linea 
Bombed.

MOST SECRET

12.7.1941.
Saturday

SITUATION REPORT

Mining
The M/S Trawlers BRACON DENE and AIGLON 
were both slightly damaged at 1120 today 
by the explosion of two mines off the 
Humber. They returned to Grimsby 
without casualties.

3 S.A. Mines were detonated today in the 
Thames Estuary.

Shipping & Convoys

All H. G. . O.G. , S.L. , and southbound O.B. 
convoys (to be called O.S. convoys) are to 
be escorted throughout their voyages. 
Re-allocation of ships in Western Approaches 
Command is shown in C. in C. W.A. 1019B/12.

North Atlantic
LONDON intercepted Vichy French SS LEOPOLD 
L.D. last night in approx. 34° N., 9° W. 
and is bringing her to Gibraltar. LONDON 
signalled later that the ship was released.

An aircraft, believed to be Italian, 
dropped two or three bombs on La Linea at 
0300 A today, causing casualties.

/Iron,
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SITUATION REPORT

12.7.1 sky.
Saturday-

North Atlantic-Contd.
Consul, Bilbao, reports the arrival of 8 
small Dutch ships, loading with iron ore, 
and probably sailing for Prance tonight.

South Atlantic
It is proposed to reinforce flying boat 
strength in West Africa by moving 2014- 
Squadron. (6 Sunderlands) from Iceland to 
Bathurst, replacing them in Iceland by 
Catalinas.

The Argentine Govt, have concluded 
negotiations to purchase the 16 Italian 
merchant ships taking refuge in her ports.

Mediterranean
Malta was raided last night without 
military damage, although 8 civilians were 
killed.

Port Said and Ismailia were attacked by 
about 30 aircraft in the early hours of 
today. One Naval mark boat was sunk.
SS PATRAI was hit and is resting on the 
bottom. Dutch SS ALPHARB was damaged by 
fire. Damage on shore is believed not to 
be serious. It is possible that mines 
were dropped near the eastern breakwater 
Mines are suspected in the Suez Canal and 
traffic on the Canal stopped except within 
Lake Timsah and Bitter Lake.

/Cyprus... •
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SITUATION REPORT

Cyprus
Mediterranean-Contd.
Senior Air Force Officer, Cyprus, reports 
that owing to the recent air raid and post
ponement of KIRKLAND, petrol remaining allows 
of flying operations being maintained 
for one week only at present rate of con
sumption.

Palestine 
& Syria.

The French having asked for an Armistice 
and having apparently accepted the British 
terms for discussion, our forces in Syria 
were instructed to stand fast from 2400/11. 
Hostilities ceased at 0001/12. The armis
tice terms will be discussed at 1115 at 
Acre.

Redistributions intended if a Syrian 
Armistice is signed are given in a signal 
from C. in C. Med. today.

At 101+8C today, acting on instructions 
from the Admiralty, C. in C. Med. issued 
orders once more that until further orders, 
all French shipping westward of Mersin 
is to be captured or sunk whether in 
Turkish territorial waters or not. 
Meanwhile, since the Admiralty on 10/7 
gave orders that French warships escaping 
from Syria to Turkish ports were not to 
be attacked in Turkish territorial waters 
C. in C. Med. fears that some ships may 
have escaped. Our light forces carried 
out a sweep, last night from Ba^nas to 
Tripoli, but no French vessels were 
intercepted.
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SITUATION REPORT

12.7.19U1.Saturday

America & West Indies
Escort
Groups

During the past month, U-Boats have been 
in^active west of the Newfoundland R/V 
It"is therefore intended to discontinue 
escort between St. John’s and Halifax for 
the present. A revised organisation for 
destroyers and corvettes is outlined in 
Admiralty 1612B/12*

I
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Saturday.

HUME COMMANDS.

NIGER
SALAMANDER
HALCYON

Policy.
NIGER, SALAMANDER and HALCYON are required for 
special service. Ships are to embark Oropesa 
Minesweeping stores and spares at Stornoway 
subsequently proceeding with despatch to 
Aberdeen to embark L.L. minesweeping gear. 
(V.C.N.S. 0207B/12 to C. in C. W.A.)
Return to Stornoway.
(C. in C. W.A., 1005B/12 to NIGER, HALCYON.)

Co-operation with Russia.
Military No.30 Military Mission, Moscow 2109/12 to War
Co-operation Office. See Lion Copy.

W/T traffic 
of U.3.A. 
Warships in 
Iceland.

Co-operation with U.S.A.
Considered very desirable that, for the present, 
a watch should be kept on W/T traffic connected 
with U.S.A. Warships in Iceland, to ensure that 
the necessary standard of security is maintained. 
Request arrangements for this to be done ashore. 
Watch could however be kept on occasions by H.M. 
Ships in harbour on Iceland, request accordingly 
that details of external and internal U.S.A.
W/T organisation may be ascertained.
(C. in C. H.P., 1002B/12 and 10033/12 to Adrnty.)

Movements.
ROYAL SOVEREIGN Arrived - CAMERONIAX^ and SCYTHIA escorted by
FURIOUS 
PIORUN 

j LANCE 
( LEGION

ROYAL SOVEREIGN, FURIOUS, PIORUN, LANCE and 
LEGION. FURIOUS with 31 officers and 157 
ratings prisoners of war.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 0854/12.)

HUSSAR Sail HUSSAR to Southampton when ready.
(C. in C. W.A. 1435B/12 to N.O.I.C. Stornoway.)

WORCESTER When WORCESTER is ready for service C. in C.
Nore is requested to sail her to Rosyth for 
about 2 days to range S.A. gear. She could 
be used as an S.A. sweeper on passage. 
(D.O.D. H. 1737B/12.)

VERSATILE Part company with convoy tomorrow in time to
arrive B.4. buoy at 1500 whence ĵ ou will be 
swept in. Speed from Sunken Buoy not to 
exceed 12 knots.
(C. in C. Nore, 1813B/12 to VERSATILE.)
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN
No, T,0.0, /12 July,

Prom Miles (Moscow) Date 12.7,ill. 
Reed.1010.ONE TIME TABLE I.D.C.BY CABLE.

Addressed Admiralty

Julyl2th N.O* 1+0 my 1730 C-30 para 3 A,
I have pointed out to Naval Authorities necessity for a 
field measuring party before submarines can be wiped and 
desirability of such a party checking results of ships after 
being temporarily degaussed.

3 parties being sent one each to work Black Sea Balti£ Sea 
and. Northern Sea area* At a meeting yesterday they agreed to 
2 specialists in this work being allowed to visit their 
ports and they requested they may be sent with "POT” 
and necessary gear as soon as possible preferably by air,
I think that they may agree to further parties coming later.

of German major Naval Units but have had no information since 
June 30th, Request I may be kept up to date on this.

are based in Northern Norway and are working both Westward 
and Eastward from there and would like confirmation of thi3 
and location ef base if known. I discussed info motion 
and points raised in your 1607B-10 Russians confirmed that 
no reinforcements had yet entered Black Sea and said they 
would maintain submarine Patrol off Eastern end of 
Bosphorus,

admit existence of C N C pistol and if so what details and to 
which classes ships now supplied. If existence is admitted 
I feel sure I shall bo asked for specifications of design.

details of BI8MARCK. I will signal information of interest 
after translation.

I endeavoured to get them to agree to

I am often asked for latest dispositions

• Russians suspect that some U-Boats

Request guidance on whether I may

I was handed a type written document giving

No. T»0,0.
Advance Copy D,N,I,

1st Lord, 
1st
3rd 3.L. 
V.C.N.S.

Duty Capt,
Hd, of M,(10)(M.010302/41) 
D.D,1,0,
N.I.D.10 Pay Cdr. Wilson, 
D.O.D.(H).
D.D.0,jJ. (H)
D,of P,(2),
D.T.M,
D, ,/ S  Y7.S.D, G,
F.O.S, by courier

A,C,N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S,(p) 
N,A»lst S,L.
P.O.D.(f ).
7 \  *, \  / \

S.D.G. Bath
Hd, of S.W.R. Bath
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IN.

From No. 30 Military Mission, Date 13.7* * **U1.
MOSCOW, Reed. 0225.

CIPHER.

Addressed The V/ar Office.
• + * • i  ■ ' • ’MOST IMMEDIATE.

26551+, MIL.051+ cipher. 12/7. '•
To Chiefs of Staff from Maefarlane. 0. £ '

* *  #

At ceremony today had a long talk with Stalin and Marshal' ■< ••
Shaposhnikov. Stalin emphasized the fact that (? we) were now 
Allies , that we*must have complete co-operation and no secrets 
from each other.

I am. now reasonably certain that the Russian G.H.Q. is 
Staff Ministry ih Moscow and that C,. in C., is_ Stalin assist c-d "by 
Shapeshnikov. A tough, clever, and cunning pair. Doth were quietly
"but completely confident of ultimate victory b,ut stressed hard

*

times ahead.
Discussed anti-tank measures at some length and Stalin asjed 

me to come and see him again on same subject about which he knows 
quite a lot. He said that he was forming number of new A/T regiments 
and that new 57 m.m. A/T gun which is now beginning to come through

• 4.

has penetration of 100 m.m. armour at 500 metres at 90 degrees.
Latest Russian heavy tanks have from 75 to 90 m.m, of -armour.  ̂ ‘

Russian fighter aircraft have had successful results attacking enemy,.
-  - -  ♦  '  . )  1

A.F.V’s with 20 m.m. guns. Their (?A.P.) shell penetrates German ?

A J.,-' ‘ • W-kt*tank top armour.
I was promised visit to front and also an inspection of latest 

Russian tanks but got no firm date. Stalin said Germans wore 
particularly good at stalking Russian tanks at nigho,^

t v  f .
I hope ...



lio

X hPV§ we shall now get much closer co-oporation from 
Russian General Staff hut that remains to he seen. There ar 
many ways in which we can help directly on army side hut if 
interest Golikov in petrol warfare it may have great possihil 
out here. Miles and Collier also had useful talks will he 
telegraphing separately.

—  2 “ *

(1
2109/12.

-  ?Advance Copy Sent D.C.
Received hy hand from War Office

13U0/13 •.
y:-

N.I.

1st Lord.
1st S.L.V. C.IT.S,A.C.IT.S.(H)A.C.l.S.(F)N.A.lst S.L.
D.O.L.(F)
D.D.O.D.(F)
D.IT.I. (b;  r
D. of P,(2)
Duty Captain,
Head^of M.(8)
I.P.(2)W. D.N.I.D.10. Pay. Cdr. Wilson, 
D.O.D.(H)
D.D.O.D.(H)
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A/S Patrol 
off Noup Head

Patrols.

A/C for 
FURIOUS

U.S.A.
Aircraft 
for Iceland. 
Congnunicati ons

NELSON

MALVERNIAN 
(Bombed l/7)

211
12.7.1941. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Operations.
My 1940/9. Patrol has been withdrawn. 
(A.C.O.S. 16503/12.)

British Air Activity.
Air Patrol Voe G will be flown from 0400/12 to 
2200/12 by Sunderland A/C.
(C. in G. Rosyth, 0230/12.)
My 0230/12 Patrol Voe C returned to base owing 
to weather.
(0. in G. Rosyth, 1644/12.)

My 1921/4 and 1811B/11. After disembarking 
aircraft and stores FURIOUS is to embark 800,
812 and 817 Squadrons, personnel and stores. 
Aircraft to fly on board when ship leaves 
Clyde. V.A.N.A.S. is requested to move 
squadrons accordingly.
(A.G.N.S. .H. 1733B/12.)
Admty*s 1733B/12. Request date you propose 
flying on Squadron. I am arranging movement 
of Squa'aron on assumption it will be 19/7 and 
that you can receive main body of personnel any 
day during next week embarking them from Greenock. 
Arrangements made for Squadron to do deck landing 
training in ARGUS 14th to 16th July inclusive. 
(V.A.N.A.S. 2157B/12 to FURIOUS.)

Following has been sent to Chief of Air Corps, 
War Department Washington. Following has been 
arranged with Air Ministry ik>r.communication 
between Reykjavik, the air BoffijEoN arriving on 
carrier, and a British which will be
provided to escort the DQMhcfo from the carrier 
to base. Details.
(Air Ministry, 1825/12 to Admty.)

Air co-operation will be provided tomorrow as 
follows. (C. in C. W.A., 2312B/12 to NELSON.)

Enemy Air Activity.
Arrived LEGION with 17 survivors, and LANGE with 
(corrupt group) survivors, from MALVERNIAN. 
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 0845/12.) ^ ^ e

/Lossiemouth
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War Diary.

Lossiemouth
Bombed.

Thames
Estuary.

S.N.70.A.

BRACON DENE 
AIGLON
(M/S Trawlers 
damaged.

NURNBERG

BISMARCK

VENOMOUS

212
12.7.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Air Activity - Conta.
Coastguard Lossiemouth reports at 0215 
Lossiemouth was bombed. 2 H.E. Bombs fell 
within 50 yards of C.G. Station. All telephonic 
communication destroyed. Very considerable 
damage done to structure. All staff and 
families safe.
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 0918/12.)

Mining.
Three S.A. Mines detonated today as follows. 
Details.
(Capt. M/S. Sheerness, 1040/12.)

Your 2247B/7. Escort will not be available. 
(C. in C. H.F. 1644B/12 to R.A.M.)

At approx. 1120 today LL Trawlers BRACON DENE 
and AIGLON exploded a magnetic mine under 

) BRACON DENE's short tail in position 315°
62 D Buoy 6.9. miles. This mine countermined 
another mine 40 yards ahead of AIGLON.
BRACON DENE sustained mine hull damage, both 
ships internal damage to castings and wireless 
gear. No casualties. Both ships now safe in 
Grimsby.
(P.0. Humber, 1915B/12.)

Enemy Intelligence.
NURNBERG lying alongside free harbour Copenhagen, 
P.M./10. Graded C.2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 1119/12.)

Details of design of ship. (Head of Naval 
Mission Moscow, 1619C/12 to Adrnty.) See Lion 
Copy.

Casualties and Defects.
Both extraction pumps broke down. Proceeding 
in tow of SABRE to Reykjavik. My position 062° 
06’ N. 022° 04’ W.
(VENOMOUS, 0225B/12.)

/CAMPION
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1G19c/ 12 July
m 3 a s a a a

IN

Prom Head of Naval Mission Moscow. Date 14/7/41

Roc 134G
Interdepartmental Cypher I.T.T. by Gable.

Addressed Admiralty,

Dated July^ 12th. number Naval (?GG5) my 
telegram 1005C/12H paragraph G. Details of 
BISMARCK. Standard displacement 45,000 tons.
Horse power 165,000. Speed 20-1 to 50 knots.
V/eight of 15 inch shell 17G4 pounds. Weight of 
15 inch charge (?4G5) to 474- pounds. Muzzle 
velocity 2721 feet per second. Maximum elevation 
30°. Maximum range at this elevation 3G,C00 yards.

Armour. Main belt 12-1 inches. Upper deck 
2 inches. Deck over machinery compartments 3.1 
inches deck over magazine 4.3 inches. Front turret 
15 inch. Roof of turret G inches. _ Barbette 15 
inches. Anti torpedo bulkhead la inches. No 
outside bulges.

Machinery. Three engine rooms and three 
pronellcrs. 12 boilers in six boiler rooms. Sterm
pressure in boilers GOO pounds per square inch.
Fuel carried GOOO tons.

Range 1G000 miles at 12-1 knots.

Admiral Dolinin assured me that these details 
were accurate but would not disclose source of his 
information. Bnds.

1G19C/12

k  Most Secret distribution. No time of 
origin from Miles, Moscow.

fz. 2-to A

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
3rd S.L.
Vice Controller 
V.C.IT.S.

IT,A. 1st S.L.

Head of LI.(IO)0.1.C.
D. of P.
D.A/S.W.
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War Diary. Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS. .
Casualties and Defects - Conta.

CAMPION Request permission to return to building port.
Main and auxiliary engine defects.
(CAMPION, 0929/12.)
Your 0929B/12, Approved.
(D.O.D. H. 18453/12 to CAMPION.)
CAMPION arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Sunderland, 2040/12.)

TOORAK TOORAK has fouled mooring 54 A buoy.
(SOUTHDOWN 1110B/12 to SHELDRAKE, P.O.I.C. 
Harwich, 1400B/12, 1536B/12. C. in C. Nore, 
1441B/12, 2153B/12.)

ARBUTUS 
f Corvette) 
damaged.~

v

JUPITER

—^  W.S.9.(c)

ARBUTUS reports. Collided with S.S.BLACKHEATH 
at 1215/11. Port side forecastle stove in, 
hole almost to waterline. Temporary repairs 
effected and considered satisfactory.
Degaussing not working. Proceeding at 10 
knots in accordance with VERITY’S 1258B/11 
but can make Liverpool if desired. Ends. 
Request instructions.
(C. in C. W.A. 1126B/12.)

Left DURHAM escorted by STORK off Barasey 
Island with defect cylinder port engine needing 
major repairs. It (4s-) probably means cutting 
cylinder, reducing vessel to 14.5 knots,estimated 
time repairs 8 hours speed during repair 9 knots, 
(HEEMSKEH^, 1600B/12 to C. in C. W.A.)

developed serious defect in A/S
lifting gear which prevents her sailing A.M. and 
will necessitate dry docking.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1933B/12.)
Intend sailing JUPITER to Liverpool for docking 
at 2330 today. E.T.A. 0800/13.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 22583/12.)
Sailed. (P.O.I.C. Greenock, 2336B/12.)

Shipping and Convoys.
PORT CHALMERS and JACOB VAN HEEMSKEE^C sailed from 
Barry Roads to R/V with DEUCALION, DURHAM, and 
STORK off Scarweather L.V. at 0315B/12.
(N.O.I.C. Newport (Mon.), 0046B/12 to C. in C. 
W.A. )

/Sailed



War Diary.

W. S.9. (C ) 
Gonta.

Ena to End 
Escorts.

Balloons

H.X.154

H.G.68

D.S.8.
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12.7.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys - Conta.
Sailed Swansea Section W.S.9.(c) guard ship 
K.B. Q t.O.I.C. Swansea, 0250B/12 to Admty.) 
HEEMSKE^C’s 0 0 5 5 / l 2 ^ w§T0RK is to escort 
PORT CHALMERS, DEUCALION, and DURHAM in 
accordance with previous orders. HEEMSKERK 
should rejoin STORK as soon as repairs have 
been effected.
(C. In C. W.A. , 0333B/12 to HEEMSKEijjt, STORK). 
W.S.9.C. Irish Sea portion one hour late. 
Commodore expects to arrive at R/V A at 0615B/13. 
(WANDERER, 2326B/12 to C. in C. W.A.)

Intended to escort all H.G. , O.G., S.L. and 
Southbound O.B. Convoys (to be known in future 
as O.S. Convoys) throughout their voyages. 
Re-allocation of ships. (C. in C. W.A., 
1019B/12 to all F.O.I.C’s, N.O.I.C's etc.)
See Lion Copy.

Cancel my X.116. In view of increase in 
shipping losses at night on East Coast due to 
air attacks, following temporary rule has been 
agreed with Admiralty:
"Merchant vessels sailing in convoy between 
Duncansby Head and Thames may fly lethal 
balloons up to 1000 ft. during hours of dark
ness. If cloud base is 1000 ft. or below, 
balloons are to be close-hauled to 300 feet." 
This rule to take effect from 1200 hours 12.7. 
1941.
(Air Ministry, 1225/12 to R.A. F. Commands.)
0>tJjCcrrt̂ = ( v n -

Met as arranged. All ships present and now 
arrived. Much fog fresh gale on 27/6.
(D.T.D. 1357B/12 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.) 
Congratulations on bringing safely to U.K. 
all ships of H.X.134.
(C. in C. W.A., 1812B/12 to Care. G.N. Jones, 
R.N.R.)

Your 2312/10 (requesting sailing dates). 
H.G.68 18/7.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1632B/12 to C. in C. W.A.)

ROYAL SCOTSMAN, ROYAL ULSTERMAN and ULSTER 
MONARCH are allocated for Convoy D.S.8 leaving 
Clyde 21/7.
(D.O.D.(H) 1836/12 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

/Ship's



SECRET. MESSAGE 10X9B/lStli July,

Date 12 .7 .41. 
Reed. 1611.

From C. in C. Western Approaches.
P/L BY T /P .______________  Reed. ib ii-*_________

Addressed A ll F.Oc i /c ,  N.Oa i / c  NC.S.03, Capt. S. (D) in
. . .  . . i _ i .  . S ? __ ! a  -l-. . .Western Approaches Command, Repeated Admiralty, 
C. in C. South Atlantic, F.O.C.North Atlantic, 
A.C.I.C.|iC. in 0. Plymouth
967. It  is  intended to escort a ll  H.G. OG SL and

Southbound 0 .3 .convoys (to  be known in future as 0 S convoys) 
throughout their voyages.

Command w ill be made.
(a) Escorts fo r  0 S and S L convoys. .

6 sloops from Liverpool sloop d ivision
9 sloops from Newfoundland escort fo rce .
10 cutters.

These w ill bo organised in 6 groups o f 4 ships each
leaving one chip spare. Ships w ill be based at Londonderry. 
Escorts w ill run between Londonderry and Bathurst with about 
10 days in harbour at Bathurst and in  United Kingdom.
M .  Escorts fo r  0 G and Ii C- convoys.
20 Corvettes from Liverpool escort groups 

1 Corvette from each o f  the Greenock and Londonderry Escort 
Groups.
These corvettes w ill be organised in 5 groups o f 5 each. 
Escorts w ill be based at Liverpool and v /ill run between 
Liverpool and Gibraltar with about 5 days in Gibraltar and 
10 days in U.K. a fter each duty.
5. Captain D. Liverpool is  to forward proposals fo r  
organising Liverpool corvettes in 4 groups.
4. Captains D Londonderry and Greenock are to forward jo in  
•proposals fo r  formation o f an • additional group o f 5

corvettes.
5. Until the scheme becomes fu lly  operative, 
destroyers and available corvettes of Liverpool groups w ill 
continue to  carry out their escort duties as before.

A.C.N. 3. (F).
A.Q.1T.S. (H). 
A.O.N.S. (T) 
IT. A. 1st 3. L. 
Ops. (4 ). 
O.D.(5). 
O.D.3.

D.A/S.W.
W.D*
D.T.D. (4). 
D.T.D. (M) 
D.T.D. (C) 
M. <2).

3. Following re-a llocation  o f ships in Western Approaches

V.C.N.S.
1019B/12.

Advance copy Ops, O.D. & Trade*
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War Diary.
12.7.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys - Conta.

Ship’s Time. Owing to existing necessity for darkening
ship, with consequent lessening of upper deck 
facilities, ships carrying troops, especially 
when passing through the tropics, are to adjust 
"Ship’s Time’’ so that troops are able to make 
maximum use of daylight without alteration of 
their routine. Commodores of convoys in which 
troops are carried should be instructed to fix 
"Ship’s Time" in consultation with senior 
military or R.A.F. officer on board and to 
signal this periodically to ships in convoy. 
(D.T.D. 2117B/12 to N.C.S.O's.)

O.S. & O.N. In view of introduction of O.S. Convoys, propose 
Convoys. in future that O.B. Convoys should be renamed

"O.N.". O.B.351 becomes O.N.l.
The routeing of O.G., O.S. and O.N. Convoys 
being thus self evident.
(C. in C. W.A., 2210B/12 to Aamty.)
Your 2332/11 request 393 A Z of 1945/23/6 may 
be amended to read: 1 to 5 ships escorting
Convoy O.S. Number. 6 to 15 ships escorting 
Convoy O.B. Number. 16-20 ships escorting 
Convoy O.N. Number.
(C. in C. W.A., 2315B/12 to Admty.)
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War Diary. Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

TALISMAN My P.C. and S. are 035° 23’ N. 024° 53* W.
097° 6 knots. Weather.
(TALISMAN, 0001B/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)

LEOPOLD L.D. Your 1956Z. Bring ship to Gibraltar.
(Intercepted (F.O.C.N.A., 0056B/12 to LONDON.)
by LONDON 11/7)My 0056B. (a) If ship is sabotaged and there is

no possibility of bringing her to Gibraltar, she 
is to be sunk. (b) If French forces attempt 
to recapture (i) if French force is over
whelmingly superior no action is to be taken 
except that merchant ship is to be scuttled to 
avoid recapture. (ii) If French force is not 
overwhelmingly superior, you should resist 
them. (c) In any case either under (a) above 
or if recapture seems likely, ship is to be 
scuttled, due regard being had to safety of 
passengers, crew and ship's papers in accordance 
with International Law, in which case a distress 
message in accordance with normal merchant ship 
procedure is to be sent out.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0122B/12 to LONDON..)
E.T.A. with LEOPOLD in company 00303/13. Part 
two of your 0122B/12 not received.
(LONDON, 1007B/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 0056B/12 addressed LONDON. Attention is 
drawn to Admiralty 1630B/27/6.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1614B/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Cancel my 1007B/12. LEOPOLD released. My 
E.T.A. Gibraltar 1945B/12.
(LONDON, 1230B/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Cable in Your 1952B/10/7. Very approx. 35 miles. A
Straits of_ more accurate distance can be given on return 
Gibraltar. of MIRROR.

(V.A.C.N.A. 1134B/12 to Admty.)

Ore Traffic Arrival 8 Dutch ships, ranging from 200 to 300
Bilbao. - .tons', JAEDJ0ER/*SPES, REGEJA, WATERWEG, BANKA,
, /  ^  * BALTIC, *TH IANTHA, HENK. Loading with iron ore

Jfc rSPtS SnLVTtS- probably sailing for France this evening 12/7.
(Consul, Bilbao, 1149/12 to D.N.I.)
My 1025 (?July 10th). 8 Dutch vessels mostly
on maiden voyage and under German flag all from 
Amsterdam manned by Spanish crews. Majority 
are (? it seems) to be put into iron ore traffic 
(? Bayonne) and one probably two to Rotterdam. 
Source shipping agents. A one.
(N.A. Madrid, 1645/12 to D.N.I. )

t

/PETUNIA
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War Diary.

PETUNIA

KSRSTEN MILES
CHARLOTTE
SCHLIEMANN.

COURDfllNNES 
JEUNE DENISE 
VIRGO FIDELTS. (French')
French 
Convoys, 
Gibraltar.

Huelva, 
pyrites 
export.

Imports for 
Tangier.

GROUIN-DU-COU

La L inea 
bombed.

Italian 
Ships, 
Argent ina

217
12.7.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic - Conta.
Ponta Delgaaa 1850 G.M.T./ll departure PETUNIA 
in accordance with my 1228B/10 (N.T. in W.R.) 
(F.O.C.N.A. 11503/12.)

KERSTEN MILES ray 1110/10, now moored at Buoy 
inner harbour. My 1815/29/5, barge filled 
last night from CHARLOTTE SCHLIEMANN about 
250 tons, now moored at inner harbour. 
(Consul, Las Palmas, 1220/12, to Aamty.)

Left 10/7.
(Bilbao, 1659/12 to D. of S.T.)

1 eastbouna, 2 westbound. Details in 
D.O.R., 14/7.

Yo\ir 1730/11. Such ships should not be detained 
unless specific instructions have been issued. 
Investigations are being made regarding this 
alleged trade.
(D.E.W.D. 1801B/12 to C.C.S.O. Gib.)

Your 1358/10. This has already been agreed in 
principle and details are no7/ being worked out. 
(D.T.D. 2119B/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Admty. 2202B/11. Should be dealt with in 
accordance with instructions issued for CAP 
CANT IN in A dint y. 2055/14/5.
(Head of M. 2137B/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Aircraft believed Italian dropped two or three 
bombs on La Linea about 0300A/12. One bomb 
failed to explode Spanish casualties. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2300B/12.)

South Atlantic.
Argentina concluded negotiations to buy all 
16 Italian ships taking refuge in her ports. 
List. (D.S. 676, 12/7.)

CANTON
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War Diary.

CANTON

CILICIA

HIGHLANDER

Flying Boajbs, 
Bathurst, 
Gibraltar.

TEBRO 
(Italian)

MOOLTAN
Report.

Situation 
Report 85.
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12.7.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic - Conta.
Leave patrol so as to arrive Freetown a.m./18. 
(C. in C. S.A., 1213N/12 to CANTON.)

To leave Freetown 1700/12 and proceed to patrol 
in H 33 D, I 33 B.
(C. in C. S.A., 1235N/12, to CILICIA.)

Your 0930/10/7. C.O. of HIGHLANDER is sick in 
OXFORDSHIRE. Malaria,probably fit 18/7. Ship
will (wait ?) for him unless you direct other
wise.
(C. in C. S.A., 1627N/12 to C. in C. W.A.) 
Concur. (C. in C. W.A. , 1215B/13.)

Concur in your proposal to reinforce Flying 
Boat strength in West Africa by moving 204 
Sqan. from Iceland to Bathurst. Six Sunderlanas 
are required at Gibraltar for special duty for 
seven days from 17/7. This commitment will it 
is hoped be met by Sunaerlanas of 204 Sqan.
On completion of duty at Gibraltar, Sunaerlanas 
are to proceed to Bathurst. Requested that 
you will replace Sunaerlanas withdrawn from 
Iceland by Catalinas at earliest possible 
opportunity.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1745B/12 to A.O.C. in C. Coastal 
Command.)

Santos reports has arranged to berth alongside 
14/7 to continue loading. Rumoured that she
will leave about 16/7.
(S.O.I. Montevideo, 2012Z/12 to S.A.D.)

Are you satisfied with cancellation of QQQQ 
message made by MOOLTAN at 1345 G.M.T./ll. 
(A.C.N.S. 2034B/12 to C. in C. S.A.)

M editerranean.
Syria (? coast). Situation as in my 2201/11. 
F.O.C. 7 C.S. in AJAX with PHOEBE and 5 
destroyers swept coast and examined roadstead 
to north of Beirut in endeavour to capture French 
merchant ship reported in my 2349/10. No 
success reported.

/4 French
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MOST SECRET M E S S  A G E IN 0153/12/July,
From Spears Mission Brazzaville. Date 12.7.41.

Reed, 0300.
CYPHER.

Addressed War rffice. (Following for Spears Mission personal
for Archdale repeated 6airo personal for General 
Spears.) Repeated C. iia C. Middle East Cairo,

IMPORTANT.
26341. D/1950 cipher 11/7.

Intelligence summary regarding threat to Chad 
follows next hag leaving here probably 13th. Conclusion 
is while no definite indication of immediate repeat 
immediate threat there are strong signs of preparation 
for using aircraft and motorised units timed for any 
time after the end of October. This is estimated date 
of French (?relief).

In these circumstances decision release SCHEHERAZADE 
was serious shock to French as Vichy’s lack oils has hitherto 
been considered great safeguard against attack on these 
regions. Moreover American decision supply French West 
Africa comes as political shock. Reliance on American 
control officers is thought to indicate America out of 
touch realities situation since considered such control 
cannot be effective. Moreover idea that Washington still 
prepared deal with men like Weygand and Boisson is bitter 
pill and fear is latent that Washington dragging London 
at its skirts may do deal with them resulting in betrayal 
Free French by H.M, Gool and post war charge of being 
Weygand France and not Be Gaulle France.

I believe most Free French here would not 
consider Weygand France worth fighting for,

0153/ 12.

Reed, from War Office 1420/14.
1st Lord, 
lot S.L.
V. C.N.S.
A. O.N.S, (F)
IT.A. 1st S.L.
D.O.D. (F)
D. D.O.D (F)

(4)B. of P. (2)
Duty Capt.
E. P.8. •
Hd. of M. (3)
I.P. (2)W. B.
N,I.D. 10 Paym. Cdr, Wilson
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Ships, Syria.

Armistice
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Vichy S/Ms. 
TORBAY.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean
4 French armed trawlers, one old destroyer, and 
one armed tug have arrived Iskanaerun in 
addition to those reported in my 2301/9.
N.A. Ankara reports they are also being 
interned and disarmed. Two French S/Ms. have 
been attacked by aircraft south and southwest 
of Crete. No certain sinking.
Western Desert. DEFENDER sunk as in my 
1444/11 VENDETTA to refit, returned to 
Alexandria with survivors.
Canal still closed to traffic.
(C. in C. Med., 0002C/12 to Aamty.)

My 1302/10/7. Desirability of capturing any 
French or ex-allied merchant ship leaving 
Syria before Armistice is agreed. Equally 
desirable to prevent escaping vessels from 
reaching Axis controlled waters. All such 
vessels found in territorial waters to ¥/estwara 
of Mersin may be either captured or sunk.
2. Care should be taken not to endanger 
Turkish property, and authority to sink French 
vessels in Turkish waters will terminate with 
signing of Armistice. Even after Armistice, 
territorial waters and air space may be entered 
for purpose of intercepting French merchant 
ships.
(V.C.N.S. 0012B/12 to C. in C. Med.)
Hostilities cease 0100/12. Vichy representative 
arriving front line 0900. Armistice terms to 
be discussed at (? Acre) at 1115.
(B.N.L.0. Palestine, 0043/12, to 0.S.15.)
My 2201/11. Envoys will present themselves as 
requested. Hostilities to cease from0001/12. 
(C. in C. Med., 0338/12 to C.S.15.)
My 0338/12. Directions given in my 2201/11 
are to be adhered to.
(C. in C. Med., 0917C/12 to C.S.15.)

Your 2249/11 expect to arrive Kaso ausk/12.
Will endeavour to fix one with 12 rounds of 
ammunition and ramming. Request information as 
to recognition signals of French.
(TORBAY, 0131C/12 to Capt. S.l.)
Your 2357C/11 ana your 0131C/12 understood.
Well done. Return from Kaso through 33.41 
27.16 thence direct. TETRARCH leaves 
Alexandria p.m./12 direct for Scarpanto 
Strait. Asia pass recognition signal unknown. 
You are not to ram but should attack with guns 
if favourable opportunity occurs.
(Capt. S.l., 09410/12 to TORBAY.)

/URSULA
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Air Raid- 
Port Said, 
PATRAI sunk, 
ALHiARB «• 
damagedf

Enemy
Units

UNBEATEN
P.33

Syria
Redispositi

Vichy
Shipping
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean - Conta.
Returning to Malta with defects.
(Car. S.I., 0225B/12 to S/Ms. Malta Force.)

Port Said attacked by aircraft between 0300C and 
0430C/12. Method repeated dives to level of 
1000 feet or less. Approx. 30 bombs. Three 
or four possible U.X.M’s 400 feet 290° from 
North end Eastern breakwater. Naval damage, 
one mark boat sunk, no casualties. S.S.PATRAI 
hit aft by one bomb, one near miss stern, now 
resting on bottom. Dutch ALPHARB set on fire 
but fire under control. Shore damage not 
believed serious.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 0537C/12 to Aamty., H.Q. 
R.A.F M.E. 1048/12.)
Mining raid on Canal between 0100C and 0420C/12 
Mines suspected in Canal at k.m. 5.9 k.m. 85.3 
k.m 96.9 k.m. 136.8 k.m. 151.8 and k.m. 153.4. 
One of two at k.m. 151.8 exploded spontaneously 
at 1100C. Large number of bombs, of which 
two fell in IsmaCLia. Traffic closed except 
within Lake Timsah and Bitter Lake.
For attack on Port Said vide N.O.I.C. Port 
Said 0537/12 to certain addressees only.
(N.T. inW.D.)
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal, 1213C/12.)

Six destroyers six merchant ships 037° 10’ 012° 
00' 180° eight knots.
(S.O.(S) Malta, 0650B/12 to S/Ms. Malta Force.)

Cancel patrol line ordered.UNBEATEN patrol in 
035° 40* Oil 55’, P.33 in 035° 50’ 012° 08’ 
until in contact with the enemy. Neither 
submarine is to cross 035° 45'. Final enemy 
report will be passed next Rugby operational 
routine. If speed allows UNBEATEN should also 
shadow and attack convoy during the night and 
then operate in area X.
(S.O.(S) Malta, 0915B/12 to S/Ms. Malta Force.)

aVso fs . 2.5.2.

Should Syrian Armistice be signed intend follow
ing redispositions.
(C. in C. Med., 1028C/12 to Med. Fleet.)
See Lion Copy.

My 1227C/11. Para (b). Until further orders 
all French shipping to Westwards of Mersin 
should be captured or sunk whether in Turkish 
territorial waters or no.
(C. in C. Med., 1048C/12, to C.S.15, C.S.7. 
etc.)

/Enemy
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Prom C« in  C,

M E S S A G E 

Mediterranean.

IN 1028C/12/ July,

Date 12.7.41.

Reed, 1653.
NAVAL CIPHER A .2. hy w/T.

Addressed Mediterranean F lee t, Repeated N .O .i/c H aifa, 
R.A. A lexandria, N .O .i/c Cyprus, 201 Group, 
H.Q. Palestine and Trans-Jordon, R.N. G.H.Q.

IMPORTANT.

Should Syrian armistice "be signed the fo llow ing  
re -d isposition s are intended. Date of D 1 w i l l  he signalled , 

1* 3 1. (a ) C.S. 15 leave Haifa fo r  Alexandria
with 15th Cruiser Squadron H.M.A.S. PERTH, and four destroyers 
as required hy R.;..J, Mediterranean

(h ) ^F .O .C . 7th C.S. frgroup mtuoing} Haifa with
H.M.S, AJAX and four destroyers.

(c ) H.M.S. CARLISLE. HARROW. MOY, SALVIA,
LYDIARD, M.L. 1032 to proceed to Beirut as instructed hy 
Captain Horse, N .O .j/c Beirut designate. B e iru t’ s hase 
s t a f f  to proceed in  these ships.

2. D ,2, (a ) Convoy L E 25 to s a i l  fo r  Beirut from 
Alexandria and Port Said as ordered hy C. in  C. Mediterranean 
escorted hy H.M.S, COVENTRY and 2 destroyers detailed  hy 
R.A.D, Mediterranean.

(h ) On a rr iv a l o f convoy at Beirut H.M.S. COVENTRY 
to re lieve  I1.M.S, CARLISLE who is  to return to .Alexandria, 
Escorting destroyers to Haifa tc re lieve  2 destroyers to 
return to A lexandria as required hy R.A.D. Mediterranean,

3. 815 826 829 Squadrons P.A.A. to remain at 
Cyprus fo r  present.

N .O .i/c  Haifa pass to Capt. Morse.

1st Lord •
1st S.L .
2nd SAL.
3rd S.L,
4th S.L.
5th S.L.
V .c . N .S .
A# C, • CO • (H)
A , G, i 1. s.
A,C* N .S , h )  ( 2 )

1st S .L .

D. O.D. (H)
:> .:).o .d . ( h )
D.O.D. (F) 
D.D.O,.:). (P)

D .N .I. (4)
13.S.D.
D.N.A.D.
D. Ox L.D. 
D. ../S W. 
D.M.S.
I .P . (2 )
W.D.
Duty Capt. 
Hd. of u.
D. T.S.D. 
.J.D, I, C,
E. F.S. 
D.T.D. (2 ) 
IT. I.D , 10

1028C/12, jt -m -r * .  A-) ^

aym. Odr. Wilson
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Enemy Ships. Arrival ]2/7 GOUVERNEUR GENERAL LAFERRIERE, French 

for repairs. TIRPITZ, German, probably leaving 14/7, Marseilles.
(Cartagena, 1135/12).

Petrol Supply 
Cyprus. (?C. in C. Med) 0925/12 and 2016/L1 (?and) 

my 2354/11 as result of recent air raid and 
postponement of KIRKLAND, Senior Air Force Officer states that with petrol remaining flying 
operations can only be maintained one week at 
present rate of consumption. C. in C.'s 09 (?25)/12, petrol cannot be made available.
(N.0.I.C. Famagusta, Cyprus, 1255C/12 to C. in C. Med).

Submarines. CongratuJ^ytions on magnificent work being done by your Submarines and Depot Ships and Bases.
(F.O.(S) 12583/12 to Capt. S.l. S.8, S.O. (S) Malta).

Malta Raid. C.S. R. Malta to 1600 hours 12/7. Enemy air 
activity. 4 houses demolished civilian casualties, no military damage or casualties.
(H.Q. Malta, 1620/12).

RORQUAL. Leaves Malta p.m./12 as in my 1330B/9 to arrive 
ApollOnia p.m./15 and Alexandria p.m./l9. 
(S.0.(S) Malta, 1655B/12 to Capt. (S) 1).

CACHALOT* Capt. S.l's 1205C/9. Orders. (S.O.(S) Malta, 1721B 
/12 to CACHALOT).

TRIUMPH
reports.

27/6 U-boat sunk as reported in TRIUMPH'S 1937C/27 
(N.T. in V/.R. ) 1500 tons Merchant ship and A/S 
trawler gunned and TRIUMPH damaged night of 5th 
as reported in TRIUMPH'S 2201C/9/7 (N.T. in Y/.R. ) 
(S.O.(S) Malta, 1740B/12 to Capt. S.l.)

Interception 
of Vichy 
Ships*

Your 0012/12. This was in the process of being 
done until receipt of Admty 1302/L0 instructions 
in which are opposite to those now received in 
your 0012/12. Orders have been given in accordance 
with latter message but I fear in the meanwhile 
some of the vessels may have escaped us.
(C. in C. Med., 1820/12 to Admty).

/P. 33



SECRET HSSSAGE3
+ No T.0.0./12th July*

El
ZXI A

Prom Governor Cyprus, (S ir  ¥ »3attorsh ill).

o ib c e  __ _

Date: 1 ' !;-1 •-

Rood: 1 '• ,0

Addressed: Secretary ox State for the Colonies,

No. 303. Soorot.

General report fo r ’.reek ended 12th July.

On the nomine of 7th July, Nicosia aerodrome trice  
attacked by Ita lian  "bombers. Hie re voro five c iv ilian  and 
three service casualties, of which one c iv ilian  and two scrvico 
vrero fa ta l. One R.A.F. a ircraft destroyed and three dnnagod on 
the ground and snail petrol dump fired . On tlio afternoon of 
7th Judy, single aircraft dropped two bombs in tlie sea at 
Famagusta causing no damage or casualties. Early on 3th Judy, 
one of II.M. Ships was attacked from low altitude hy French 
aircraft ten niles out of Famagusta hut attack caused no 
damage or casualties. On the morning of the 9 th Judy, a oven 
Ita lian  aircraft horhed Nicosia aerodrome fir in g  petrol durp 
hut causing no cadc2ti.es. On tlio afternoon of 9th^July, 
carrying Greek refugees including some escaped Cypriot soldaers  ̂
from Mere in to Haifa, v.ns attacked hy two Ita lian  torpedo '.ircxv'a t 
o ff Capo Greco. No casualties or damage resulted. 10th Judy, 
Ita lian  a.ircraft "bombed Nicosia aero drone causing no casualties 
hut damaging four vehicles and destroying number o f tents ami 
cutting telephone communication. On .the morning of July 12th, 
seven aircraft attacked Famagusta, Railway x/tio slightly clnnngod, 
Sono thirty honhs dropped, some of which f e l l  in the old ̂  town 
causing slight damage to c iv ilian  property. No ca.su32.tios,

2. P rior to today's ra.id, reactions to which not yet 
known, population has hoen reasonably caJm in view of the 
limitation of attaclcs to legitimate m ilitary objectives, hut 
c iv ilian  labour fo r Nicosia aerodrome becomes very hard to 
obtain.

r* I-??  q

There has been strike of certain categories o f railway 
employees which necessitated tho declaration of the railway am 
essential service under the Defence Regulations, and subsequent 
prosecution of certain individuals. Hen returned to work 
yesterday. 3qprra.te report on this w i l l  follow in duo course.

No, T.0.0./12
Received from Colonial Office via 11. Branch

* Dolnyod in transit.

1st Lord
1st 3.L.
2nd S.L.
3rd :j,L.
Vi.bo Controller 
4th S.L,
5th S.L.
V .0.11,3, 
A.C.IT.S.(P) 
A.C .N .S.(T )(2 ) 
C iv il Lord 
Pari Gcc,
Naval Secretary 
IT.A. 1st S.L. 
Ops, (4)
O.D.(5)
0,1,0.(2)

D .N .I.(4 )
D. of P .(3 )
D.N.A.D.
D. of L.D .(2 ) 
Press Division 
H .(2 )
D.T.D, (4 )
d.t.d. ( in
D.T.D.CO)
D. of S.T.
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Enemy Convoy.

S/Ms.

Situation^ 
Report 84”.

3.3. VELEBIT.

CITY OP
DUNKIRK,
URBINO.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
At 2100B/12 proceed to R/V 3 miles 180° from 
Haramamet Light. Recognition .nogfirm as previously 
arranged, pass word will be Boat
will be at R/V 1700B/14 with one person only on 
board. Make careful asdic sweep in case 
position compromised. Y/hether successful or not 
leave R/V at 2200B/14 to intercept convoy given 
in ray 2000B/12 in 036° 27' 011° 54• at about 
1300B/15. Convoy is expected at Kerkenah 0500 
and Pantellaria 1400. After attack or on surfac
ing 15/7 return direct to Malta with passengers 
or to R/V repeating identical operation p.m./16. 
(Cdr. 3.1. 1959B/12 to P.33).

14 knot convoy of 6 merchant ships 6 destroyers 
expected to leave Tripoli (Libya) 1600/14 for 
Kerkenah and Pantellaria. Convoy may depart from 
position A or D off Tripoli. Suggest UNBEATEN 
Patrol in the vicinity of N.E. corner of area. 
(Cdr. S.l. 2000B/12 to S/Ms Malta Force).

js. 2. 2. ©

Your 2250C/16/6. Submarine refit programme has 
already been despatched. Every effort will be 
made to keep up theruraber of submarines 
available on Mediterranean Station by provision 
of new construction submarines.
(A.C.N.S. (F) 2023B/12 to C. in C. Med).

Syria. Negotiations for armistice are continuing. 
Active naval operations are suspended. No 
French vessels intercepted by sweep Banias to 
Tripoli (Syria) night 1142.
2. Western Desert. Minor air raid and some 
shelling by enemy batteries continues at Tobruk.
3. Canal area. N.O. I.C. Port Said 0537/12.
Fire in ALPHARD extinguished.
(C. in C. Med., 2328C/12).

East Indies.
Your 1952/9. No news. Non arrival reported 
S.O.(I) Colombo and S.O.(I) Singapore My 0856/7. 
(N.C.3.0. Rangoon, 0340Z/12 to Adraty).

Your 1918/9. Ships arrived here lat. and 2nd 
respectively. (S.O.(I) Bombay, 0346Z/12 to Admty).

/MAURITIUS
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MAURITIUS.

W.S. 9 B.

DAjnAE
WARSPITE.

T.C.12.

FRAMHRINGEN
bomb
fragment.

IMPERIAL
TRANSPORT
(tanker).

Routeing by 
tJ»S» Naval 
Authorities.

RAMILLIES,
ROYAL
SOVEREIGN.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
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East Indies. - Contd.
C. in C. China 0141/12 (N.T. in YiR.) On relief 
by DURBAN, MAURITIUS is to proceed to Colombo 
adjusting speed to arrive 1130Z/17.
(C. in C. E.I., 0542Z/12 to MAURITIUS).

Your 1323/11 and D. of S.T. 2204/11. EXETER 
Can be made available to escort Group B (B) 
ships from Durban about 21/7.
-(C. in C. E.I., 1440Z/12 to P.S.T.O. Simonstown).

China.

Penang departure 11/7 DAwAE on escort duty. 
Singapore, 12/7 arrival and departure Y/AR3PITE. 
(S.O.(I) Singapore, 1141Z/12 to Admty etc).

America and West Indies.
Your 1447P/11. My 1814Z/L1 refers. Consider this 
best arrangement with present resources of N.E.F. 
(C.C.N.F., 0336Z/12 to R.A. 3 B.S.)

Part of safety clip from a bomb dropped by EAGLE 
aircraft on German supply ship FRAMHRINGEN has 
been found in one of the ship's oil tanks. Suggest 
bomb did not explode. (C. in C. A.W.I., 0513/12 
to EAGLE ).

Your 2318/8 arrived 10th delay 48 hours due to 
congestion loading Fusan.
(N.C.3.0. Trinidad 1054Q/12 to Admty).

My 1550/7. U.S. Naval Authorities started 
routeing merchant vessels for near East 4/7.
Navy Dept., have given instructions for British 
C.S.A. 3., at Ports concerned to be given details 
of routes. (N.A. Washington 1215R/12).

Your 1647P/7. Subject to your remarks .intended 
that ROYAL SOVEREIGN should relieve RAMILLIES in 
Iceland early in August. RAMILLIES will then 
proceed to U.K., and be takan in hand for any 
urgent defects. Suggested that RAMILLIES and 
REVENGE should not exchange stations as proposed 
in your 0837/1/7.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1215B/12 to R.A. 3 B.S.)

/U. S. Ships
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and Y/est Indies. - Contd.
U.S. Ships for Near East*

Admiralty is informed that U.S. Naval Coastal Frontier Command are routeing U.S. Flag Ships carrying supplies to British in Near East and furnishing N.C.3.0's with appropriate information N.C.S.O.'s are to transmit the information thus received by means of routine Vesca and Route Signals. (A.C.N.3. (T) 1347B/12 to C. in C. A.W. I. )

ConvoyEscorts. St. John's and Halifax, organisation of Groups. (A.C.N.S. (T) 1612B/12 to N. S.H*Q. Ottawa,C. in C. V/.A. ) See Lion Copy.

RIO NOVO. Your 1919/28. RIO NOVO due Georgetown 30/6 from your port not yet arrived, have you any information, (S.O.(I) Jamaica, 1458R/12 to R.O. St. Thomas).

SATURN,* SVEADROTT. BRAZIL.
■* ? SMiMS ■

Your 0001/1/5 sect. 1 para 14.C.S.A. New York: advises that eastbound Swedish Ships have been ordered by Stockholm acting on advice of British authority there to follow route 59.10 N. 23.40 V/., 62.00 N. , 13.00 W. Skopenf jord thi3 route being substantially different from signal quoted above. Ships affected are SATURN^ SVEADROTT, BRASIL. All three sailed N.Y. 9/7.Ships are proceeding by this route and not followin C.S.A. 's instructions. Request that attention of British authority in Stockholm be drawn to Admiralty signal quoted. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1641Z/12 to Admty).

SACRAMENTOVALLEY.(torepdoed6767;

VESTVANGEN reports salving life boat ex SACRAMENTO VALLEY on 30/6 in 009° 50* N. , 059° 17' V/. Boat not manned but evidence had been manned previously. (N.O. I.C. Trinidad, 1701Q/12).

CLARKIA.' ARM UK 573 12/7. Your UKARM 721 and C. in C. Y/.A. 1518B/25, has CLARKIA also sailed and if not when may she be expected. Both ships are expected by U.S. authorities at Charleston on 17/7.(B.A.R.M., 2232/12 to Admty).

Australia.
U. S. 12.

i

A.C.N.B. *s 1319/18/6 and 0256/22/6.Ships available for U.S. 12 are QUEEN MARY, QUEEN ELIZABETH, and AQUITANIA. Total capacity about 16000. Suggestions.(D. of S.T., 1822B/12 to A.C.N.B., C. in C. China, 
C. in C. E. I. )
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1612B/12 July.

HOST GDCrjiT HCSSAGE OUT
To II,S»lI».j» Ottawa. 91*7• Ho.to H.» 7.

0. in 0. Western Approaches, 25*
Repeated 0,0 , N.P.

0*0, A/J , Halifax.
C0 in 0. America and West Indies. 222
3?. 0*1.0, Iceland (o) 513.

________ ____ _______ ________ ____

Pror. jfErdralty.

BPORT/ITT

Since 0, in 0 , He stem  Approaches na&o his l620B/l9th June tho 
U-Doats have "been inaotivo west o f tho N.F. rendezvous and i t  lias also 
become necessary to divert tho sloops and cutters for  duty ■with tho 
U.K* -  Sierra. Leone oonvoysf i t  is  therefore intended to discontinue escort 
between St. Join’ s and Halifax, fo r  tho present.

2. I t  is  aoneidcrod tin t a l l  available destroyers and corvettes 
at St, John's end Halifax should bo organised in a su ffic ien t nunbor o f  
composite groit s to operate tho presont ar/olo o f HX/Sd/Ol convoys between 
the Iceland r/ v- and & R/V to eastward o f St. Jo in 's , allowing oach 
group to bo ilo r  oloan alternately in  St. Join’ s and Iceland o f tor ovoiy 
third low. Tho nub or o f  croups roquirod m at vary acooixlinc to tho cycle 
and route ing of convoys. Allowing fo r  a ton days' oscort between tin two 
R/V, i t  is  calculated tin t a mininum o f eleven groups w ill bo required 
for Mercantile convoys, to which nust bo added one group for  additional 
coi-nit.icnts such an TO conveys.

3» Should i t  boccrie necessary to revert to oscort batrocn St, John’ s 
and Halifax, i t  is  c« neidored that a l l  corvettes should provido through 
oscort bo two on Halifax and tho Icoland R/V, a l l  destroyers working botvoon 
St, John’ s and Iceland, This oust inevitably resu lt in oorvottes being 
organised into separate groups fron dostroyors, as a larger number o f 
groups vd ll be required fo r  tho tlirough osoort fron Halifax, than fo r  oscort 
froiv St, Join’ s,

4, (a) In viow o f tho o;d.cting U**boat situation, i t  is  oonsiciorod
questionable whothcr tho practice o f providing lo ca l A/S 
osoort for  none two and a half days out fron Halifax is  
worth whilo,

(b) Thoroforo, in order to balanco withdra.;ml o f  sloops and 
cruttors fron tho Host Atlantic and to provido tho imxinun 
osoort for  the nost dangerous part o f tho passage, between 
tho two R/V, i t  is  suggested tint a.va.ilc.blo R.G.N, 
corvettes and destroyers, including those now enployod as 
lo ca l escorts frou Halifax, should be included in tho H.P. 
osoort Force for  osoort duties botwoon Hcn/foundlond and 
Iceland,

1st Lord. 
l3 t S.L,

1612B/12.

Soo, to A.G.1I.S. (T) (283).
2nd S.L. N.A, 1st S.L* Approved 1st S.L.
3rd S.L. D. o f  P .(2 ), D, o f L.D* Hood o f  II,
4th S.L, d*o, d. ( h) . D.N.A.D, D.T.S.D,
5th S.L. D.D,0.D.(H). L.A/S.V, D.D.I.O.
v.c.u,s. -A 0,*), ( f ) , D.H. S# E.P, S,
a. g. it, s , (ii) . D.D.0.D, (p ). I .P . (2 ). D.T.D. (2 ),
L .a .i .s . fa). H.N.I,(4). w.D, N.I.D. 10 (payr. Cdr,
L.G,II,S. (T) (2 ;. D.S.D. Duty Oapt.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S.L.78 
(attacked 
30737)---

Ships Attacked.
Further to ray 1304B/11 BLACKHEATH reports hearing 
series of S’s at 0948Z/29 in 028° 36’ N. 024°
18’ W. This may have "been from GEORGE I. 
GOULANDRIS. At 1015Z/30 she saw white rockets 
in 030° 25* N. 024° W. this may have been from 
one other ship of S.L.78. (VERITY 0708B/12 to 
C. in C.W.A.)

Unknown 
ship.

Following has been read. Attacked by U-Boat at 
0850 in 59.17 N. 8.45 W. (5 RBE (Corrupt merchant 
ship call sign) 0917/12.)

Submarines Reported.
Admty. Message A.F. position 59° 17* N. 8° 45’ W. 
at 0850/12 G.M.T. (D.D.I.C.0953Z/12.)
Pass through 59° 17* N. 08° 45’ W. where U-Boat 
was sighted by a merchant ship. A/C co-operating 
(C. in C.W.A. 1217B/12 to NIGER.)

1212. Indications that an Italian U-Boat is operating 
within 60 miles of 036° 30’ N. 009° 00’ W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1212B/12 to Capt. D.8 FIREDRAKE.)

Estimated U/B Dispositions. (D.D.I.C.1429B/12.)

1816. Bearings of Italian U.Boat 89 V. at 1816 G.M.T. 
(D.D.I.C. 2055B/12.)

2025. Bearings of Italian U.Boat 28 F. at 2025 G.M.T. 
(D.D.I.C. 2300B/12.)

2041.
2048. Bearings of Italian U.Boat 64 L. at 2041 G.M.T. 

Bearings of Italian U.Boat 25 C. at 2048 G.M.T. 
(D.D.I.C. 2326B/12.)

By A/C.
Submarines Attacked.
M.M. attacked head of rising oil 58.56 N. 7.35 W. 
(Duty G.83 Sqdn. 0620/12 to R.A.F. Aldergrove.) 
Check position (?) 58° 46' N. 7° 57* W.
(Duty G.83 Sadn. 0725/12 to R.A.F. Aldergrove.)

t
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SITUATION REPORT. 
Home Commands,
There were indications today the SCHARNHORST 
may be leaving Brest shortly. All available 
M.T.Bs. at Portsmouth, Nore and Dover were 
ordered to concentrate at Dover, armed with 
torpedoes and submarines have been ordered 
into position ready to attack. Air attack 
with torpedoes on the enemy battle cruisers 
in Brest was ordered to be made as soon as 
possible after the anti-torpedo defence should 
have been removed.

Enemy coastal batteries west of Calais fired 
6 rounds at C.E.41 off South Foreland at 0405 
today. No damage is reported.

SEALION reports the sinking on 7/7 to 9/7 of 
two tunny boats and a steam trawler, about 100 
miles west of the Gironde.

British Air Operations.
Bomber Command carried out no operations toaay 
on account of unfavourable weather.

Enemy Air Operations.
S.S. SCORTON, in Convoy F.N^92 was damaged at 
0320B north of Cromer and was towed to Immingham.

Mining.
S.S. COLLINGDOC is reported mined this morning 
off Southend pier, and was beached.
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HOME COMMANDS.
Co-operation with U.S.A.
Task Force 19 completed landing and plans 
depart 13/7. Route to Nantucket. 
(A^.L.U.S.N.A. 1938/13.)

Co-operation with Russia.
Number Naval 060 dated July 13th begins. In 
conversation with Stalin yesterday he emphasized 
that their navy was small it was modern and men 
were brave and would fight. He invited me to 
visit fleet and I hope to do so shortly. 
Savzniquisov told me he thought that BISMARCK 
was nearer 49,000 than 45,000 tons. He also 
said LUTJBW as designed was 19,000 tons 
standard displacement. I asked if he really 
meant standard Washington displacement and he 
said yes. Completion of this ship will be 
much delayed now owing to non delivery of 
material from Germany which included six of 
her guns and fire control gear. Message Ends. 
(Head of Naval Mission, Moscow, 1154C/13.)

Operations.
Enemy coastal batteries west of Calais fired 
six rounds at C.E.41 off South Foreland at 
0405 today. No damage or casualties reported. 
(V.A. Dover, 0955B/13.)

Weather permitting carry out the following 
patrol tonight.
One unit of M.G.Bs. in vicinity Brown Ridge. 
Short sweep to Northward at daylight may be 
carried out at senior Officers discretion. 
(C. in C. Nore, 1042B/13 and 1521B/13 to 
BEEHIVE.)
Departures M.G.B.s, 58, 63, 67.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 2203B/13.)

There are indications that SCHARNHORST may be 
leaving Brest shortly.
All available M.T.Bs. are to concentrate at 
Dover forthwith armed with torpedoes. 
(V.C.N.S. 1400B/13.)
My 1513/13 sailed (M.T.Bs. 35, 38, 219.)
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1622B/13.)
Arrivals M.T.Bs. 35, 38 and 219.
(-V.A. Dover, 2107B/13.)

/Arrivals
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HOME COMMANDS.
Operations - Conta.
Arrivals M.T.Bg. 14, 18, 30, 31.
(V.A. Dover, 2126B/13.)
Admiralty 1443/13. If SCHARNHORST comes out 
she may proceed coastwise to La Pallice or 
Bordeaux. Proceed to patrol within 10 miles 
of the following positions
SOKOL 46° 32’ N. 02° 38' W. proceeding west 
of Roche Bonne.
TUNA 46° 06’ N. 02° 04' W. proceeding by 
most direct route.
B. Object attack enemy main units.
Take every precaution to avoid disclosing 
your position.
G. Submerged bombing restrictions arranged in 
area 55 South of 47° N. and East of 04° W. 
(P.O.S. 1813B/13.)

SEALION reports at 0030B/7 sank by gunfire 
Tunny Boat 100 miles West of Gironde. Embarked 
and interrogated crew. At 0400B/8 sank by 
gunfire Tunny Boat 160° Roche Bonne 20 miles. 
Transferred both crews to another boat. At 
1609B/9 sank by gunfire Steam Trawler in 47°
N. 4° 30’ W. Crew taken on board, interrogated 
and later transferred to another Steam Trawler. 
(P.O.S. 1549B/13.)

British Air Activity.
1. Carry out operation NOMAD tonight with up 
to 8 A/C 53 Squadron,
2. Carry out operation PDAC tonight with 1 A/C 
500 Squadron.
3. One A/C of 500 Squadron is to stand by for 
QG-QH tonight.
(A.C.H*(i. Chatham, 1205/13 to Bircham Newton.)

“WdivirtCarry out operation WANDER tonight with 2 A/C 
59 Squadron. -suWCarry out operation tomorrow morning.
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 1212/13 to Detling.)

Request you will attack enemy Battle Cruisers 
in Brest with torpedoes as early as possible 
after anti-torpedo defence is removed.
(V.C.N.a. 1401B/13 to C. in C. Coastal 
Command.)

/Bomber.....
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HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Activity.
Day 12 July. 38 Blenheims were employed 
against shipping off the Frisians and part of 
Dutch Coast. In a heavy sea fog one aircraft 
obtained direct hit on a 150 ton vessel off 
Walcheren, claimed as a total loss. Minor 
attacks were made on Bremen Area and Wilhelm- 
shaven Leer.
(H.Q.B.C. 1555/13.)

Your A239/7/7 of 1540/7 and ray Postagram 1904/ 
3/7. Air-craft will take off from Prestwick 
or Ayr aerodrome on the first suitable night 
commencing 13/7. Programme.
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1850/11.)

Institute S.B.R. in area 55 South of 47° N. 
and East of 04° W. forthwith till further 
notice.
(H.Q.C.C. 2038/13.)

Enemy Air Activity.
1 Airplane bearing 270, height 1000 feet, convoy 
"Sapper". My position 50° 49’ N. 4° 54’ W.
(CLEVELAND, 0013/13.)
My 0013. A/C disappeared to West. ?
(CLEVELAND, 0021/13.)

At 0320B/13 SCORTON was hit by 2 bombs when 2 
miles West of 57C. Buoy. Engines damaged, and 
one slight casualty. Towed to Humber by Tug 
SABINE. Arrived 1745/13 and safely berthed in 
Immingham Wet Dock at 2222/13.
(C. in C. Nore, 0519B/13, 0725B/13.)
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth, 0604B/13.)
F.O. Humber, 0822B/13, 1812B/13.)
(Salvage Officer, Immingham, 2222/13.)

Mining.
3 S.A. Mines detonated on 12/7 as follows. 
Details.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness, 1534/13.)
During night 12/13 following explosions which 
cannot be accounted for by minesweepers occurred: 
0050/13 explosion resembling mine in area Maplin 
Sands. 0705, 0707, and 0712/13 explosions in 
vicinity of B.l buoy. One was probably green 
mine detonated by WINDSOR and others spontaneous. 
1608/13 explosion resembling mine in area Maplin 
Sands. 1600/13 explosion resembling mine near 
West Girdler. (S.O. T.L.D.F. Sheerness 2000/13.)

/Your
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HOME COMMANDS.
Mining - Contd.
Your 1530B/13. At 0708 one explosion was 
sighted in position 030° North Oaze buoy 4 
cables approx. 1.5 miles distant from ship. 
Another explosion was heard immediately before 
this but not sighted. Explosions were also 
heard at 0723, 0725, 0749 (two) and 0757 (two) 
but these were not observed as fog had reduced 
visibility.
During this period ship was proceeding at slow 
speed between East Spile and B.l buoys. 
(WINDSOR, 2103B/13 to C. in C. Nore.)

Cancel my 2247/7.
(R.A.M. 1732/13 to Adty.)

I understand that escort for S.N.70A is unlikely 
to be available till towards the end of the 
month. If two HUNTS could be spared to augment 
screen and anti-craft defence, and adequate 
fighter protection can be made available, suggest 
that S.N.15 be laid with material now embarked 
as soon as ADVENTURE is ready towards the end 
of the week.
(R.A.M. 1838/13 to Adty.)

Intend to carry out operation S.N.21.A as 
follows with TEVIOTCBANK escorted by CASTLETON 
and SCOTT on 15 and 16/7. Details.
(R.A.M. 1851B/13.)

(British 1780 tons.) Reported mined at 0606/13 
4 cables S.S.W. of Southend Pier. Has been 
beached on North Shore to East of the Pier.
2 injured and 2 missing. (D.S.677.)

Enemy Intelligence.
At 0800/13 both Battlecruisers and Hipper Cruiser 
at usual positions with SCKARNHORST emitting 
white smoke. All of the outer boom excepting 
portion protecting SCHARNHORST's stern has been 
removed and is now moored in centre of Rade Abri 
ana floating camouflage previously just outside 
boom now at Cruisers bows. SCHWABENLAND still 
present in Rade ae Brest. 1 M/V 350 feet is 
new arrival in Rade since 10/7, otherwise little 
change in shipping in Port or Rade.
(PRU. St. Eval, 1130/13.)

/Supplement ary
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HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Intelligence.
Supplementary interpretation sortie W.857. 
8GHARNH0RST's camouflage appears unchanged. 
Some form of protection visible possibly net 
boom lying close to vessel.
(PRU. St. Eval, 1340/13.)
Your 1601B. It appears from STE/vYPR2/13/7 
that SCHARNHORST still has some A/T protection 
round her.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1601/13.)

Technical.
A.M. 2018/6. Operational requirements have 
precluded carrying out this trial as yet, but 
v/hen it is practicable to do so intend to 
incorporate the trial referred to in para. 3. 
Request therefore that any technical suggestions 
concerning the type of aerial to be used may 
be forwarded.
(C. in C. H.P., 0006B/13.)

Request arrangements may be made through F.O.I.C. 
Liverpool for us to drop three R-Boats near 
Holyhead and send them under their own power 
to Milford Haven in advance of ship. The 
boats are armed and fitted with Army No.18 
W/T. The distance of 130 miles at full load 
should provide useful data on endurance and 
excellent training for personnel.
(PRINCE PHILLIPPE, 1305B/13 to D.C.O.)

Casualties and Defects.
Departure Salvage vessel FORDE to assist 
TOORAK,
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 0249B/13.)
TOORAK in tow tugs STALWART and ST. MELLONS 
is due at Southend P.M. today where she will 
anchor for the night.
Ship has foul propeller and unable to steam. 
Request two tugs may be sent to Southend to tow 
vessel to London A.M. tomorrow.
(C. in C. Nore, 1103B/13 to F.O.I.C. London.)

Convoy E.C.44 with Commodore and 14 ships in 
company weighed at 0650 in the vicinity of 
29 Buoy. FRANKLIN damaged in 2 collisions, 
entering Aberdeen. Hull watertight. 
(FRANKLIN, 0824B/13.)
FRANKLIN arrived ex E.C.44 with considerable 
upper deck damage from two collisions. 
(F.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 0956/13.)

/Finnish
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HOME COMMANDS.
Casualties and Defects.- Conta.
Faeroes fishing vessel VESTMANNA reports 
sighting wreckage in about 60° 40' N. 5° W. 
at 0330/12. Ship is at Syaero Island now 
but they suggest some of the wreckage bore 
Finnish markings and there were several 
hundred 40 gallons petrol dr vims floating in 
vicinity.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 2342B/13.)

Shipping and Convoys.
STORK is to escort DURHAM until convoy W.S.9C 
has been overtaken. Route should be obtained 
from DURHAM. jT ^ H E E M S K E H K  repeat this 
signal to NELSON by Y/s.
(C. in C. W.A. 0330B/13 to STORK.)

Revised embarkation arrangements. 
(D. of S.T. 17303/13.)

Met as arranged, all ships present and now 
arrived.
(D.T.D. 1737B/13.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

Bound Trinidad from Gibraltar request con
firmation ship is friendly. (TALISMAN 0835/13 
to F.O.C.N.A.)

5BRNDALE and AVOijvALE hunting U-Boat in 
vicinity 35 0 20’n.16° 35’wtuntil a.m./l4. T.B.R. 
arranged 10 miles either side your track from 
0150 W. (F.O.C.N.A. 1136B/13 to TALISMAN.)

(?My) 1202B/13. My P.C. and S. are 039° 55' N. 
013° 37* W. 130° 9 knots at 1600B/13. VIDETTE 
M.L’s 172, 126, 169, 175 in company. E.T.A. at 
Gibraltar 1430B/15. VTMY, BEVERLEY and M.L’s 
173, 174, 170, 176 were despatched in 046° OO’N. 
0 1 7 0 3 0 ' w. at 0945B/11 to proceed ahead as 
BEVERLEY’s fuel situation and failure of VIMY's 
evaporator allowed of minimum delay. (FIREDRAKE 
1620B/13 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1212B/13 VIMY and BEVERLEY detached at 
0915B/11 in estimated 046° 35’ N. 0 18 0 io’ W. 
FIREDRAKE returned for VIDETTE. VIMY and 
BEVERLEY’s sweep in accordance v/ith Admty. 
1304B/10 cancelled through weather and defects. 
My 1930B/13 BEVERLEY proceeding independently 
to Gibraltar with M.L. Nos. 170 and 176. Have 
ordered M.L. Nos. 173 and 174 to R/V with me off 
Cape St. Vincent 1600/14. (VIMY 2136B/13 to 
F.O.C.N.A.)

0/866 13/7 your 1745 13/7. Owing to shortness 
of time impossible to fit long range tanks in 
six Sunderlands before proceeding Gibraltar on 
15/7 and 16/7. On completion special duty at 
Gibraltar aircraft will return to U.K. to fit 
tanks before proceeding Bathurst. 4 Catalina 
already in Iceland. (H.Q.C.C.1647/13 to Admty.)

South Atlantic.

Leave patrol so as to arrive Freetown a.m./l8. 
(C. in C.S.A. 0624/13 to CANTON.)

Reference Adty. 2034/12 coded cancellation 
received 1554/11. (N.O.I.C. Simonstown 0702Z/13)
Your 0702/13. Coded cancellation should have 
been passed to C. in C.S.A. and Admty. on 
-receipt in addition to retransmission on Station 
waves. (0. in C.S.A. 0926N/13 to F.O.I.C. 
Simonstown.)

/STRATHAIRD
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South Atlantic - Contd.
Sailing vrith prisoners of war and Service 
personnel. Details. (F.O.I.C. Simonstown, 
1026B/13.)

Your 1753/4. Escort can he provided for DURBAN 
OASTLE if necessary probably QUEEN OF BERMUDA. 
(C. in G.S.A. 1115N/13 to Adraty.)

Recent 22% cut in oil supplies to South America 
compromises fuelling situation for A.M.C.'s of 
S.A.Div. who can seldom fuel from Squadron 
Tanker at sea. Full requirements of CARNARVON 
CASTLE could not be met during recent visit to 
Rio de Janeiro. Similar situation ejrists at 
Montevideo. A.N.A. Buenos Aires’s 2103/11 
also refers. (R.A.S.A.D. 1549Z/13 to Admty.)

Small Fuel capacity of transport MOOLTAN limits 
speed to 12 knots if routed to Trinidad from 
Capetown. Request instructions whether ship is 
to be routed to U.K. via Trinidad at this reduced 
speed or via Freetown. (F.O.I.C. Simonstown 
1457B/13 to Admty.)
Pending a reply to A.T. 1543e/ 10 ORION may be 
sailed without escort as far as Bathurst. ORION 
should avoid all shipping on passage. (A.C.N.S.(F) 
1658B/13 to C. in C.S.A.) .

Adty. 1523/21/6 and my 0031/23/6. BIRMINGHAM will 
be ready to leave Simonstown 25/7. There are 
about 70 ratings for this ship at Freetown.
Intend BIRMINGHAM shall proceed Freetown to embark 
there and then join S.A.D. as required by R.A.S.A.D. 
This should be about 8/8 in Rio de Janeiro, or 
(?llth) August off Plate. (C. in C.S.A. 1723N/13 
to Adty.)

Re bunkering of two coal burning transports. 
(D. of S.T. 1751B/13 to C. in C.S.A.)

Ordered to be ready to sail 14/7 B.2. (S.O. (i) 
Montevideo. 1954Z/13.)

Reported left Tamatave 8/7 for Dakar unescorted.
May pass Cape 13/7 latitude of St. Helena 18/7 
and that of Freetown 23/7. These dates very 
approximate. (C. in C.S.A. 2131N/13 to S.A. Sqdn.)



MOST SECRET
236

13.7.1941.War Diary. Sunday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
HERO
VOYAGER
S/M attacked.

Enemy S/M sighted in position 32.03 N., 25.54 E. 
at 0600, 324° unsuccessfully attacked. Am 
proceeding with VOYAGER who is reduced to 17 
knots through engine defect. (HERO, 0610C/13 
to C. in C. Med.)My P.G. and S. are at 0700 JH (Corrupt Group)
49 06 123° 17 knots. Request Fighter protection 
(HERO, 0703C/13 to D.10.)

Enemy
Units.

P.C. and S. of enemy 6 destroyers 6 merchant 
vessels 34.06 N. 12.30 E. (?170°) 7 visibility 
3 miles position based on a fix obtained within 
half an hour of 0500. (Med. A/C "X” 0730/13 
to Hal Far.)
My 0730. P.C. and S. 33.33N., 12.53 E. 150° 8 
knots. (Med. A/C "X" 0830/13 to Hal Far.)

Air
Operations.

Up to 1200 hours 13/7.
1. Syria. No operations.
2. Cyprus. 10/7. 1 Beaufighter on sea recco. 
-sank an uniaentiflea sailing barge by cannon 
fire 12/7. Unidentified enemy aircraft bombed 
Nicosia slightly damaging houses. No casualties 
4. Western Desert. Night 11/12 July. 6 
Wellingtons bombed Benghazi Harbour starting 
fires and explosions at bases of Central and 
Cathedral Moles. 2 Wellingtons bombed Derna 
starting large fires and violent explosions. 
Hurricanes and Tomahawks provided covering 
patrols over lighters and H.M. ships North West 
of Siai Barrani. Enemy aircraft made 3 attempts 
to bomb ships but were driven off.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1038/13.)

TIRPITZ. 
uyeitnGur -fl-. 0; LA 

FERRIERE

4 < rr.Departure 12/7 Marseilles Gunsa with valuable 
cargo.The latter Oran. (Min. of War Transport 1115/13.]

ORION. /Cy-'.i.yJ Ref. N.L.O. Durbarfs 1410Z/9/7. What necessi
tates ORION’s docking? observing she was 
considered seaworthy for passage to U.K.
(? and to) Alexandria. (C. in C. Med., 
1117C/13 to N.O.I.C. Simonstown.)

Re sinking 
of REFAH 
CTurkish)

Request you will confirm that neither surface 
craft nor A/C were in vicinity of position 40 
miles south of Mersin in which REFAH was sunk 
.2230/23/6. N.O.I.C. Cyprus is to report 
briefly the movements of M.T.B’s on night 23ra/24th June giving approx, position through 
which pass. Exact position M.T.B. 68 meeting 
Turkish steamship/ KAPLAN is to be reported. 
N.O.I.C. Cyprus 1831/24/6 refers. (C. in C. 
Med. 1143C/13 to N.O.I.C. Cyprus.)

/S.S......



MOST SECRET.

War D iary.

S. S.PEGASUS. 
LESBIAN.
brodwblv

U7/rtfl(Sb'ii-W lS /W

Greek F leet.

D ispositions.

Enerry
Shipping.

Russian
Exchanges.

13.7.1941.
Sunday*

FOREIGN STATIONS.

237

Mediterranean -  Oontd.

I t  is  p oss ib le  Vichy ships at Alexandretta 
include B r it ish  PEGASUS, LESBIAN, BRODWELL 
seized  by Vichy a u th or it ie s . These ships are 
B r it ish  and th erefore  should he returned to  us. 
Request very early report o f  p re c is e ly  what 
ships from Syria are now in  Turkish waters.
(C. in  C. Med. 1233C/13 to  IT.A. Angora.)
( i )  Vichy French Naval D elegation  at Arm istice 
conference stated (?  no merchant sh ips) were in 
Syrian P orts on term ination o f h o s t i l i t ie s ,  that 
PEGASUS (?  is )  sunk alongside North Mole at 
Beyrout and LESBIAN and BRODWELL we re damaged 
in  Beyrout by bombing and subsequently sunk in 
deep water to  avoid b lock in g  harbour w ill  confirm  
as soon as p oss ib le . J. Quet suggests Naval 
ships at A lexandretta mentioned in  press report 
o f  i2 /7  nî y be tanker (?  ABOUR) escort ship 
ELAN AugHMARSEILLES, Minesweeper s^AVOCETTE^JEBIL 
SAIIMASSALIA, and^JEAN MIC. (N .O.t .C. H aifa, 
2253/13 to  C. in C. Med.) - * ' * / « , { - k. c-S.iSi*"

My 1554/20/5 and Admty. 2027/21/5. Greek 
M inister o f Marine requests necessary funds fo r  
pajr and maintenance o f  Greek F leet from lo c a l  
B r it ish  Naval sources. (C. in  C. Med. 1245C/13 
to  Admty.)

C. in  C’ s 1028/12 para 1. (a ) Request KIMBERLEY, 
GRIFFIN. HAVOCK, HOTSPUR return Alexandria.
Para 2 ( a) Intend KANDAHAR, JAGUAR to  e scort .
Intend to  s a i l  JERVIS independently to  Haifa to  
a rrive  day 4. Para 2 (?b ) Request JACKAL. NIZAM, 
HASTY return Alexandria on r e l i e f  by KANDAHAR, 
JAGUAR and JERVIS. (R.A.D.(Med) 1359/15 to 
F.O.C. 15 C.S. F.O.C. 7 C .S .)
My 1028C/12. D one Day is  14 /7 . (C. in  C. Med. 
1701C/13 to  Med. F le e t .)

r»ac in
Departures 10/7 COURDALINES, JEUNE DEMISE, VTRGOA 
(B ilb ao  1659/12.)

Russian Naval A u th orities  have asked fo r  agreement 
in  p r in cip le  fo r  re c ip ro ca l exchange two or three 
o f f i c e r s  to  be attached to  f l e e t .  In  their case 
th is  would be Black Sea f l e e t .  (H.Q. Naval M ission, 
Moscow, 1722C/13.)

/A ir
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1954Z/13th July IN
Date 1A»7»41

From: C. in C. East Indies Reed 1449
Naval Cypher (A2) by_,j/£

Addressed: Admiralty, repeated Capt. on the Stair, 
Singapore*

600. My 1926 13 appreciation (i) position of ships 
in the vicinity 088° (? East) at 1130 Z June 26 H.M.S. 
DURBAN 007° 30f north 091° 20’ H.H.S. GLASGOW 006° 087°
MARE3RA 007° 25' (? 088°) V15LEBIT 10°^087° fillpoint
009° 085° 30* PIERRE LOTI l£° north 089° 30*.
(ii) Evidonco for distroos signal Being result of raider 
attack (a) An .alleged cj message was incompletely 
received in TOSTPOINT for which no cancellation was heard 
( ? by anyone). Noto. H.M.U. DURBAN hoard an unreadable 
signal at 143Q Z June 26th from an unknown vessel on
500 Kc/s strength .2 (b) MARBEBa and VEIgUOT are overdue.
(iii) Evidence for disregarding Q distress signal (a)
V/T operator WESTPOINT had only 6 months oaporienev 
(b) distress message not receivod by any other ship or 
shore station*

(iv) Evidenoo against Q distress signal being caused 
by raidor (a) overdue voesols are old and may have 
foundered (b) no further overdues or distress messages 
from this area have boon reported (0) no intolligcnco has 
been received from other sources concerning likelihood of 
a raider in this area, (v) Conclusions* It soomc very 
unlikely that both LLJJEEjU and VEIIiBIT could have 
foundered in spite of their age and rough weathor* 
and thcro is no alternative now to thoir disappearance 
being duo to enemy action *• it must therefore bo 
assumed that raidor wa3 in the vicinity of 008u north 
088° east on June 26*

19543/13*
/ Ref era to Admiralty’s 1221/13 

whother raidor was responsible 
for ship making QQQQ

1st Lord
1st O.L*4th 3.L.
v.c.N.a*

Advanco copy Ops# ©*D. 0*I«C« 
D.T.D. (M)
D.T.D. (C,

N.A* 1st 6*L* 
Capt. Pirn, Admlty
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0 5 2 0 2 /15th . J u ly  Hi. 

Dato 15»7»U-1.

Reedo 1008 
NAVAL CYPHER A (2 )  By Ca~blo»_

Addressed Admiralty, Repeated C .O .I«S a Singapore.

tmportant

601 My 195U-
should road 010U

13 paragraph one latitude 
North repeated 010°

o f  YTEZ (VSLEBIT) 
North

/

0520Z/11+ Advance Copy 0p sc OsD,
Trade.

Raider appreciation

1 sto L ord .
1 sto S.L»

Lj. the S. La
Vo C.1T. 3 .

AoCo N. S. (i?) /oN
C.N. S. (.L1) (2 )

ha Vo See*
N.A. 1 s t . S .L .

Ops (U) 
O.D. (5 ) ,  , 
D .iT .I. l k t 
D.T.D, (#} 
D.T.D. (C, 
D .T .D . (M)

0. 1.C. (U)
D. o f  ? .  (3 )  
Cdr. H olbrook  
D .A/S.W .
1 .  P. (3 )
W.Dj—
D. P.D .
D.S.D. (2 )
M (2)

/

✓
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Air Attack 
on Enemy 
Convoy.

Mediterranean - Contd.
On 13/7 4 Blenheims attacked a Convoy outside 
Tripoli. Photographs confirm following 
results:- 1 ship, believed tanker 7000 tons, 
set on fire and claimed completely destroyed. 
1 3 masted schooner blown up and sank.
1 M.V. 1500 tons, hit and left well alight. 
(A.S.O. Sunmary 235, 14/7.)

Situation 
Report 86.

Syria. Armistice initialled signature intended 
date 1100/14. Reported no French mines exist 
off Beirut and no obstructions in harbour except 
S.S. PEGASUS sunk clear of entrance. Port 
services reported in proper working order.
Advance Naval Party intending to enter Beirut 
0900/15.
2. Western Desert. Increased shelling at Tobruk. 
4. Submarines. TORBAY has sunk westbound U-Boat 
off Myroni and tanker STROMBO in Zea Channel, 
also large sailing vessel v/ith troops and stores 
proceeding from Crete to Nauplia, TRIUMPH 
attacked 1500 ton merchant ship and A/S trawler 
with gunfire in Ras Tayones anchorage night 
5th/6th both certainly damaged probably sunk. 
TRIUMPH slightly damaged by shore battery has 
returned to Malta. UPHOLDER sank 5500 ton laden 
westbound ship proceeding Messina 3/7. Request 
names of TRIUMPH and UPHOLDER be not published. 
(C. in C. Med. 2131C/13 to Admty.)

Suez Canal. Situation 2000C/13, 2 mines of 10/7 and 4 of 12/7 
considered to remain. Canal closed to traffic 
from Deversoir to Khassab 80 and from Khassab 14 
to Port Said. Movements HOBART and KIPLING 
from Suez to Bitter Lake postponed owing to 
breakdown of L.L. Sweeper. Minesweeping today 
has produced negative results. Intend to sweep 
vessels between Suez and Bitter Lake tomorrow. 
Port Said is open to shipping subject to mine 
sweeping operations. U.X.M’s suspected close 
to seaward end eastern breakwater and less 
certainly between Khassab 2.7 and 3.2. Greek 
PATRAI sunk and stern of Dutch ALPHARD resting 
on bottom both in Cherif basin. Neither ob
structing navigation. No results obtained from 
minesweeping today. (S.B.N.O. Suez Canal,
2227C/13 to C. in C. Med.)

i le d e RE.
iiiJuFOLD- !. ■>>.7 Vichy Ships ILE DE RE expected to sail from 

Marseilles about 28/6 for New York and LEOPOLD l 
sailed from Marseilles 1/7 for Algiers,
Casablanca then New York, should not be interfer# 
with. (C. in C.S.A. 2301N/13 to S.A. Station.)
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Raider.
East Indies.
Although evidence is not definite, it should 
be assumed there was a raider operating near 
008° N., 088° E. on 26/6. S.3. VELEBIT and 
MAREEBA who were in Area about this date are 
overdue. (C. in C. E.I., 1942Z/13 to E.I. Stn.)

4

Appreciation. (C. in C. E.I., 1954Z/13 to Admty, amended 0520Z/14) See Lion Copy.

Japanese
Cargoes.

China.
N.3.H.Q. Ottawa 0017 and 1932Z/10. Callao sends 
ungraded report from Antofagasta last month N.Y. K. cancelled contracts 13,000 tons copper bars for 
Japan. Manzanillo reports instructions issued 
to Japanese ships to load there all available mercury, metals, etc. Reporting officer suggests 
Mexican Govt, export ban imminent. (S.O.(I) 
Jamaica, 1516R/13 to Capt. 0.3., Singapore).

Sinking 
of TOTTENHAM.

America & V/est Indies.
Your 1632Q/11. Request description of raider. 
(D.D.I.C., 1150B/L3 to N.O. I.C. Trinidad).

PORT DE 
PRANCE. ~ 
(French).

My 1111Q/11, not to Admty. Movements of PORT DE 
PRANCE are still uncertain. If intercepted 
(? on return) voyage to Martinique, Guadaloupe, 
and unescorted, she should be boarded and if 
found to have visited port(s) outside French Guiana she should be taken to Trinidad. If found 
to have visited only French Guiana she is to be 
allowed to proceed. (C. in C. A.V/. I., 1301^13 to 
PRINCE DAVID).

Your 1150B/13 Raider no details here.
(P.0.I.C. Trinidad 1505Q/13 to Admty).

Port of Spain. Your 2318/8. Delay to Admiralty transport oiler 
and other ship are now inevitable owing to lack

Routeinc

of loading facilities. Acute shortage of N.C.S.0. 
staff. (N.C.3.0. Port of Spain, Trinidad, 1216Q/13 
to Admty).

Your 1215B/12. Concur.
(P.O.C. 3 B. S. 1225P/13 to Admty).

/PORT DE PRANCE
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America & West Indies. - Gontd.
FORT DE My 1621B/7. Last sentence commencing 'If
FRANCE!. on the return journey' is to apply only if

FORT DE FRANCE ia found by Boarding Officer to 
have been to ports outside French Guiana. If 
found to have visited only French Guiana she is 
to be allowed to proceed. (A. C.iM.S. (F) 1359B/13 
to G. in C. A.W.I.)

Suspicious 
Fishing craft 
off
Newfoundl and 
Banks.

Take all possible action to implement Admiralty's 
1706B/11. (N.3.H.Q. Ottawa, 1329Z/13 to 
C.O.A.C., Halifax.)
Admiralty's 1706/B/ll. reorganization of escort 
in accordance with Admty's 1612B/12. Release 
SKEENA and ST. LAURENT from immediate escort 
duties. Intend these ships to search area 
indicated during 15, 16 and 17th July sending 
French ships into Sydney and bringing enerqy 
nationals found on board, Portuguese or other 
neutrals to St. Johns, Newfoundland. Further 
search will be conducted as ships become available. 
(F.O. Newfoundland Force, 1838Z/L3 to C. in C.
A.W.I., G.N.S. Canada.)

CIRCASSIA. Subject to the concurrence of R.A. 3rd B.S.
CIRCASSIA should be retained in Iceland (c) 
until after arrival of Convoy D.S.8 on (date) 
(D.O.D. (H) 15503/13 to R.A. 3 B.S. , A.C.I. C. ) 
Concur, (R.A. 3 B.S., 2043P/14).

WEST POINT. U.S. transport WEST POINT repatriating enemy
Consuls and manned by naval crew, leaves New York 
2359/15 for Lisbon. E.T.A. 22/7. Route. V/EST 
POINT returns from Lisbon with American officials 
about 25/7 on same course arriving New York about 
1/8. Description. Ship has safe conduct and is 
not to be intercepted. (Hd. of M.1936B/13 to 
C. in C. A. V/.I., F.O.C.N. A* , <s.0. Force H.,
S.O. V/estern Patrol.).

German Ship. Pan-American Airways report Ship is ready for sea 
tonight: arrived from Para German freighter 8,000
tons at Belem (Para) heavily laden (?raain) 
steam: reported to be sailing tonight 13th.
(Capt. I/C Trinidad, 2300Q/13 to Admty).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

13.7.1941. 
Sunda y.

Ships Attacked.
British, 3659 tons, reported to have been 
torpedoed and sunk in attack on Convoy S.L.78 
on 26/6, arrived at Barrow-in-Furne3s today, 13/7. 
(D.S. 678).

H.X. 133. Your 1537Z/10 and my 1827B/9. INVERLEE 
arrived safely. Signal she made was intended 
to report torpedoing of BROCKLEY HILL.
(D.T.D. , 1741B/13 to N.SLH.Q. Ottawa).

Submarines Reported.
By D/F possible Italian U-Boat at 2048 G.M. T./12 
within 60 miles of 36° 30' N., 16° 00’ W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0049B/13 to N.A. Stn).

Submarine sighted on surface 035° 20* 016° 35’. 
(AVON VALE, 0335/13 to Gib., W/T)
(F. 0.C. N.A • , 0733B/13 to N. A. Stn).
(C. in C. W.A. , 0739B/13 to Admty).

Contact U.Boat suspected approx. 040° 20' N., 015° 
24* W. at 2245B/12.
(VIMY, 1933/13 to F. O.C.N.A.)

Estimated U/B dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C. , 1328B/13. )

Submarines Attacked.
Am Attacking possible submarine contact position 
230° 45 miles from Myggenaes.
(LEICESTER CITY, 1950B/13 to N.O.I.C. Faeroes).
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SITUATION REPORT.
Home Commands.
There were no further indications this evening 
of the early departure of SCHARNHORST from 
Brest. Submarines were ordered to resume their 
stations on patrol.

Northbound O.B. convoys will be renamed O.N., 
commencing with O.N.l.

British Air Operations.
Weather conditions adversely affected operations 
last night and no heavy attacks were made on any 
targets.

Aircraft successfully attacked shipping off the 
French and Dutch coasts today. Ships of 6000 
tons and 3000 tons respectively and a 1500 ton 
escort vessel are reported hit in a convoy off 
Ijmuiaen ana are claimed as total losses. A 
2000 ton ship at Le Havre and a 6000 ton ship 
at Cherbourg were hit.

The Air Ministry state that it is reported that 
in the raids on Emaen on 7/8 ana 8/9 April the 
BURGENLAND (7320 tons) and BUKAREST (4400 tons) 
were sunk, and that in the raids on Bremerhaven 
on 7/8 and 9/10 April six ships loaded with war 
supplies were sunk.

Enemy Air Operations.
Oiler WAR PINDARI was damaged by air attack at 
Skaale Fiord (Faroes) at 1120 today. A mail 
steamer is reported to have been damaged off 
Rtore Dirnon. The wreck of the CAROLINA THORDEN 
at Kvalvig was attacked unsuccessfully.

An enemy aircraft which dropped 3 bombs in the 
sea off Aberdeen this afternoon is reported to 
have been destroyed by fire of ships and A.A. 
guns. Two bombs were also dropped at M.M/S 
34 and H.M.T. RIVER ESK which was escorting her; 
but neither vessel suffered any damage.

/Yarmouth
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SITUATION REPORT.
Enemy Air Operations - Contd.
Yarmouth, was bombed in the early hours of 
today. No Naval damage was caused.

Convoy B.B.47 reports being attacked at 1615 in 
the Bristol Channel. Supporting fighters shot 
down the attacker, a Do.17. The convoy was 
undamaged.

9th M/S Flotilla reported being attacked at 
1551 in 49° 56' N. 5° 11' W. No damage is 
reported.

Mining.
Mines were detonated today off the Humber, in 
the Thames Estuary and off Falmouth.

Mediterranean.
There were two air raids on Malta last night. 
Most of the bombs fell in the sea, and no 
damage or casualties resulted.

Photographs of Taranto show that the Italian 
battleship of CAVOUR class which was sunk by 
F.A.A. on 11/11/40 has been raised since 7/7 
and is now in floating dock.

18 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi harbour last 
night. 2 'Wellingtons bombed Bardia.
Tobruk harbour was attacked last night.

There were air raids on the Suez Canal early 
today, in which it is reported that several 
mines were dropped in the entrance of the 
Canal. Hired transport GEORGIC was hit and 
beached, badly on fire at Suez, and was burnt 
out, and PRESIDENT BUCHANAN suffered minor 
damage.

/GEORGIC
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.

GEORGIC collided with GLENEARN, causing slight 
damage and starting a fire, GLENEARN grounded 
but the fire‘was got under control and it is 
expected the ship will be refloated shortly.
No Naval casualties are reported.

The port of Suez is closed on account of 
possible mines and the Canal is closed from 
Suez to Khassab excluding the Bitter Lakes.

The Armistice was signed today. C.S.15 left 
Haifa for Alexandria with NAIAD, PHOEBE and 4 
destroyers. C.S.7 is remaining at Haifa with 
AJAX and 4 destroyers. CARLISLE and mine
sweepers are standing by to enter Beirut.

America and Y/est Indies.

AURANIA, escorting Convoy S.C.37 reported this 
evening that she had rammed an iceberg in 51°
47' N. 55° 52’ W. Her bow is damaged and she 
is returning to Halifax when the weather clears. 
The convoy is now stopped in thick fog near 
icebergs.

U-Boat Campaign.

S.S. RUPERT DE LARRINAGA in Convoy 0.G.67 was 
torpedoed at 2153 in 36° 18' N. 21° 11' W.
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Movements*

ECLIPSE* My 0958B/10 para 4 N.O.1.C. Iceland* On comple
tion of present duty return Scapa with all 
convenient despatch. (R.A.(D) H.F., 0952B/14 to 
ECLIPSE).
My 1525Z/14. Fuelling impracticable. Am 
proceeding towards Reykjavik.
(ECLIPSE, 2355Z/14.)

WORCESTER
EURYALUS.

Admty 1737/B/12. Subject to satisfactory test of 
3.A. Gear intend to sail 'WORCESTER as one escort 
for EURYALUS to Rosyth and to attend on EURYALUS 
during trials from Rosyth as desired by you. 
Request you arrange 3.A. ranging of WORCESTER 
and return to this command as soon as possible 
after departure of EURYALUS.
(C. in C. Nore 1246B/14 to C. in C. Rosyth).

JUPITER. To Sail for Gibraltar. (A.C.N.S. (H) 1947B/14 
to C. in C. W .A .) W.D. Note. Cancelled 0756B/15.

Operations.
t r i d e n t . Admiralty 1443/13. Establish patrol within 10 

miles of position 047° 1 5 ’ N. 006° W. Object 
to attack enemy main unit3 and U-Boats. 3.B.R, 
arranged in areas 54 E. 007° W.
(F.O.(S) 1014B/14 to TRIDENT).

M. T. B. s Following is a repetition of my 1438B/13. 
(C. in C. More, 1340B/14.)

TUNA.
SOKOL.
TRIDENT.

There are no further indications of early departure 
of SCHARNHORST. Cancel my 1813/13.
B. TUNA and SOKOL proceed submerged by day to re
sume patrols ordered in F.O.S. 1307B/10, SOKOL 
proceeding west of Roche Bonne.
C. TRIDEn T proceed submerged by day through 46°
N . , 06° W. , to 4 & 1 N . , 07° W. Proceed thence
to patrol in accordance with F.3.C. 3 in area 
bounded by 44° N», and 45 N . , and 7° W. and 9° V/.
D. S.B. R. will be cancelled in area 55 from 
0800B/15 and in area 54 from 2100B/15.
(F.O.S. 2143B/14 to TUNA, TRIDENT, SOKOL, 2201B/14 
to TRIDENT).

Biscay 
Sink at 
sight zone.

Sink at sight zone in Biscay area is extended 
forthwith to meridian 12° W. to the North of 44° 
1 5 ’. (F.O.S., 2202B/14 to S/lAs area A.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

B ritish  A ir Operations.

A ir co -operation  w il l  be provided 14/7  as 
fo llo w s . (C. in  C. W.A., 02523/14 to  NELSON).

Aerodrome may be obstructed  from dusk 19 /7  to 
dusk 20 /7 . No signa l w i l l  be d isplayed. 
(N .A .S ., Lee on Solent, 1036B/14, 1634B/14 to  
V .A .N .A .S .)

AP/78 14 /7 . Detachment o f  204 Squadron up to 
s ix  a ir c r a ft  to f l y  to  G ibra ltar to  operate 
under orders 0 .C. 200 Group fo r  period  approx. 
17 -  23 July. A ircra ft  to leave as soon as 
ready. E ssential that four arrive G ibra ltar 
p .m ./l5 . On com pletion o f  attachment a ir c r a ft  
return to  P.D. fo r  r e f i t  a fte r  which to f l y  to  
Bathurst on posting to V/est A frican  S tation . 
(H.Q.C.C. 1320/14).

Day 13 /7 . No opera tion s, unfavourable weather. 
Night 13/14 July. Very bad weather conditions 
were experienced and no d eta iled  account can 
be given o f  re su lts .
Bremen. No resu lts  observed.
Shipbuilding Yards at Vegesack. Thunderstorms 
and 10/10 cloud com pletely ruined th is  operation . 
Minor attacks on Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Bremen, 
Bremerhaven, Emden e tc .
1 a ir c r a ft  bombed a 5.000 -  ton ship at a 
p o s it io n  53° 15 ' N 04° 35* E. and bursts were 
observed 20 yards from the v esse l.
(H.Q.B.C. 1514/14).

"T*osfc" *Sfc*(.“
TfteOT and STAB w il l  be flown la te r  today.
(C. in  C. Rosyth 1534/14).
A/S P atrols o f  exercise  area being carried  out 
by 18 Group from 1800/14 u n t il  0830/15.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1656/14).
My 1656/14 A ircra ft  being withdrawn owing to 
weather. (C. in C. Rosyth 1906 /14).

Enemy A ir Operations.

Yarmouth bombed 0321. No naval damage or  
ca su a lt ie s . (P .0 .I .C . Yarmouth 1040B/14).

Being attacked by enemy a ircra ft my p o s it io n  
is  490 56' N ., 50 11» W. (MANGROVE, 1545/14, 
S .O ., 9th M/S.F. 1551/14).

A/ar
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HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air OneratIons. - Contd.

Your 1453/14. At 1120 1 Ju. 88 attacked WAR 
PINDARI with 4 H.E. bombs near missing.
Aircraft engaged by Y/AR PINDARI and by 3 guns 
Skaale Fiord A/A Battery, latter claim possible 
hits. Damage to WAR PINDARI (Details).
(N.O. I.C. Faeroes, 1715B/14 to A. C.O.S. )

Attack by two or three enemy aircraft between 
1110 and 1145/14. In Skaalefjord by Ju.88 
several small bomos dropped at Admiralty Tanker 
all near misses and village Solmundarfjordur 
machine gunned plane engaged by 2 pdr. A.A. 
guns almost certainly hit and 1 engine damaged.
At Hvalvik on Strome?when 4 bombs believed 
aimed at beached Finnish cargo boat fell on 
land. Off Rtore Dimon when several bombs dropped 
at Farmese mail steamer when near miss caused 
minor damage. No casualties.
(O.G.Troops Faeroe Is. 1956/14).

My 1715/14. Temporary repairs effected. Ship 
can now discharge cargo with one pump only and 
can steam half speed unless hidden damage in other 
steam pipes becomes apparent.
(N.O. I.C. Faeroes, 0945/15.)

At 1550 a Junkers 88 dropped 3 bombs in sea i 
mile E. by N. from North Pier, Aberdeen, near 
examination vessel. No damage. 'Plane was fired 
at by several ships and shore A.A. Guns crashed 
in flames 2 miles Y/est of Johnshaven.
(F.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 1731/14).

Mining.
4 S.A. mines detonated on 13/7 as follows. Details 
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 0919/14).
S.A. Mines detonated Details. (V/INDSOR, 1945/14 
Capt. M/S Sheerness, 2007/14).

Re Admty 1112B/12. MINICOY was mined and blown 
to pieces in about 42 feet of water in approx, 
position 10.4 cables 091° from St. Anns Head 
Lighthouse. (F.O.I.C. Milford Havan 1154B/14).

/Falmouth
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HOME COMMANDS.

Mining. - Contd.
M.M.S. 18 detonated acoustic mine at 0950/14. 
in 50° 06’ 55" N. 05° 02’ 35" W. Details. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1725/14).

My 1908/14 for 2300/15 read 0900/16. 
(R.A. (M), 2001B/L4).

Mine detonated 14/7. Details. 
(F.O. Humber, 2304B/14).

Enemy Intelligence.
Visual R/C at 1350B/14 shows both battlecruisers 
and PRINZ EUGEN still present in same positions. 
(D.D.I.C. 1548B/14 to A. I.G. 62, 21 F.O. (S) 
1936B/14 to S/Ms area A).

Positions. (D.D.I.C. 1625B/L4 to N.A. Stockholm, 
D.D.I.C., 1626B/14 to A. I.G. , 17, S.O. Force H).

Miscellaneous.
Swedish tankers carrying Navy oil were in follow
ing positions at 0001/14.
(a) SVEADROTT with BRASIL in 43° 24’ N 48°
41' Yf, speed 12 knots.
(b) ^DARNURNUS. 48° 35’ N 39° 54’ W, speed i4 
knots. All routed via Skopen Fjord.
(Stockholm 1259/14 to Admty).

Casualties and Defects.
Port Adjusting block wiped. Proceeding on 
starboard engine with port engine doing 70 
revolutions. Propose to continue to Rosyth 
making good about 10 knots. My position is 058° 
32' N., 02° 47' Y/.
(BERWICK 0200B/14).
Send two destroyers to escort 3ERY/ICK to Rosyth. 
(Position and speed as 0200B/14) with one engine 
in action only.
(C. in C. H.F. 0434B/14 to R.A.D. H. F. )

VIENNA was in collision with S.S. TAMvVORTH in 
Southend Anchorage p.m./l3. Superficial damage 
to TAMV70RTH. VIENNA proceeded up to London. 
TAMWORTH is waiting Lloyds Surveyor at Southend. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames, 0902B/14).

/DANEMAN
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War D ia r y .

DANEMAjn.

H .X .1 3 5 .

3 . C. 35«

0 . B. 3 4 4 .

S t a r t  o f
O .N . Co n v o y s •

F la ps T r i a l s  
O .B . 3 4 8 .

K i t e s  and 
B a ll o o n s . 
O e r l ik o n s .

HEKTORIA.

HOME COMMANDS.

1 4 .7 .1 9 4 1 .  
M o n d a y .__

C a s u a l t i e s  and D e f e c t s . -  C o n td .

D e f e c t , e a r l i e s t  s a i l i n g  t im e  1 7 0 0 3 /1 5 .  KING 
SOL w a i t i n g  f o r  c o m p le t io n  o f  DANEMAN r e p a i r s .  
(KING SOL, 2 0 4 0 B /1 4  t o  N .O .I .C .  G r e e n o c k ) .

S h ip p in g  and C o n v o y s .

Has a r r i v e d  c o m p le t e  w it h  V ice -A d ra . L .L .P .  
W i l la n ,  37  B r i t i s h ,  12 A l l i e d ,  3 N e u t r a l .  
C a r g o e s .  (D .S . 6 7 8 ) .

Has a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  u n d e r  R ear-A dm . E .K . Boddam - 
’Whetham. 24  B r i t i s h ,  10  A l l i e d .  (C a r g o e s )
(D .S . 6 7 8 ) .

S h ip s  f o r  'West I n d ie s  s h o u ld  be  d e t a c h e d  on  
r e a c h in g  l o n g i t u d e  5 4 °  W.
(D .T .D . /1 1 2 0 B /1 4  t o  C. in  C. W .A ., HESPERUS f o r  
C om m od ore ).

Adm ty 1 7 2 9 B /1 3 . T h is  w i l l  com m ence w it h  O .B .351 
w h ich  w i l l  b e  ren am ed . O .N . l .
(C . in  C. W .A .,  1 1 2 8 B /1 4  t o  F . O . ’ s I .C .  - e t c ) .

In te n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  F la r e  T r i a l s  in  C on voy  O .B . 
348 a t  a b o u t  0 1 0 0 /1 9 .  b e tw e e n  O v e rsa y  and S ea  o f  
H e b r id e s .  (C . in  C. W .A . , 1 3 0 2 B /1 4  t o  A d ty  e t c ) .  
I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  u se  o f  r o c k e t s  and f l a r e s .
(C . in  C . W .A . ,  1 9 4 0 B /1 4 )  S ee  L io n  C op y .

Y our 1 2 0 2 /2 8 /6  A ir  M i n i s t r y  h as now a g r e e d  t o  
m o d i fy in g  p r e s e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  k i t e s  and 
b a l l o o n s  on  th e  l i n e s  you  s u g g e s t .  No B o fo r  
guns c a n  b e  s p a r e d  f o r  c o a s t e r s .  F i r s t  s u p p l i e s  
o f  O e r l ik o n s  f o r  D .E . M .3 . a r e  e x p e c t e d  t h i s  
m onth and p r i o r i t y  in  p r o v i s i o n  w i l l  b e  g iv e n  t o  
l a r g e  c o a s t e r s .  ( A .C .N .S . ( T )  1 4 3 6 B /1 4  t o  C. in  C. 
N o r e ) .

Due t o  s a i l  L i v e r p o o l  a b o u t  2 0 /7  w i t h  S e r v i c e  
p e r s o n n e l  f o r  H a l i f a x ,  s h o u ld  b e  s a i l e d  in  an 
a p p r o p r ia t e  O .N . C on voy and a l l o c a t e d  th e  s a f e s t  
p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  C o n v o y . ( D .T .D . , 1 9 5 1 B /1 4  t o  
N. C .S .O . M e r s e y ) .
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1940B/14 July

III

Prom G. in G. Western Approaches Date 15/7/41

IT. 0.1. G. Qban, repeated Admiralty, P.O's D 
Liverpool, D. Londonderry.

secrecy, about trials is to be impressed on Masters. 

Trial of illumlnants.

out by 0 B 340 between 0100/19 and 0300B/19.

The object is for the merchant ships to illuminate

2» Between 0001D/19 and 0500B/19 all submarines 
sighted by merchant ships are to be taken as friendly and 
no offensive action is to be taken against them.

0001B/19 and 0500L/19 except to obey the rule of the road 
or in caso of emergency. ’ . .

normal way using the words “object in sight".

7. Details of tost one'.
At about O'IOO/i/19 "ono British G/m will carry out 

a dummy repeat dummy attack- on the convoy.when the

fire one white illuminating rocket. Bach merchant ship 
is then to burn 5 flares one after the other and at the 
same time fire a succession of G snowflake rockets.

rocket.

0. Details of tost two,
At about 0200B/19 two British Il/S submarines 

will carry out dummy attacks on the convoy. When one 
white illuminating rocket is fired by S.C. escort each 
merchant ship is to fire the remaining snow flake rockets 
in succession. Test two will end 15 minutes after the 
first rocket is fired.

3. All merchant ships are to. burn navigation lights 
at half brilliancy from 0001/19 uiitil 0300B/19.

V 4. D o , reneat no kites or balloons, apo to be flown
between 0001B/19 and 0300B/19.

5. Merchant ships are not to alter course between

Test one will end 15 minutes after the firing of the first

9 ./



< >

o

9* for using snow flake Jiockets.
Load the snow flalco rocket into the P A G projector 

and fire it in the same way as a P A C rocket. ^

10• Instruction for burning flares Pattern 20 B.
The flares burn with a very bright light and 

become very hot. They should be secured above or 
abaft the bridge so as to reduce the blinding effect m 
and precautions must be taken against fire. ' The flarcl 
are lit by connecting an electric battery of 3 to 6 
volts to the leads. A torch battery will do. Arrange
ments should be made so that flares can be lit in quick 
succession.

1940B/14.

Advance copy sent Ops.,
O.D.

A.C.W.S. ( T ) ( 2 )  
V .C .N .8 .

N»A. Isu  Sail.

I«p* (3 )
D. 3 .P . 0.
D. A/S. VV.W. T ).----
D.of L.D.(2)
H. (o)
D.G.D. (2)
A. Hi '1. H. P.

i). T. D. (C ) 
I). T. G.D. 
D.of ?.(3)

• i

» )



MOST SECRET

V/ar Diary.

French S/Ms..

Enemy Unit.

LEOPOLD L.D.

THUNDERBOLT.

Enemy A/C 
over Roc'S;.

French
Ships.

CORRIENTES. 
CHARLOTTE 
SCHLIEMAn N 
(German JZ

Export of 
Pyrites.-

250
14.7.1941. 
Monday._____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

General.

Instructions (received from censorship) to French 
S/Ms accompanying French Convoys re attacks on 
British or de Gaulle warships attempting capture. 
(D.D. I.C., 1916B/14) See Lion Copy.

North Atlantic.

Following hearings obtained at 0625/14 G.M.T. 
call sign 42Y/. Same unit transmitted same message 
at 0612/14 G.M.T. Bearings suggest unit in Bay 
of Biscay. (D. D.I.C. 1057B/14 to F.O.C.N.A.).

If LONDON reports any cargo,passengers or mails 
in LEOPOLD L.D. request any details available by 
signal to Admiralty. (D.E.Y/.D. 1119B/14 to 
F.O.C.N.A.) Reply: 1348/16.

Orders. (F.O.C.N.A., 1208B/14).
Your 1008B/11 and 1208B/14. My P.C.and 3 at 
2000B/14 035° 11' N. 029° 31' V/. 109° 8 knots. 
Port vibration dampers carrier fractured. 
Engine is running with weights dismantled. A 
complete new unit will probably be required. 
(THUNDERBOLT, 2102Z/14 to F.O.C.N.A.)

At 0259A/14 one unidentified A/C approached Rock 
at 8000 feet and was engaged. Report from Spain 
indicated A/C dropped three bombs which fell in 
the sea close to Campamento.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1224A/14 to Admty).

Arrived 13/7. PRESIDENT^LAVIT, COURDflNNES, and 
JEUNE DENISE. VIRGO FIDELIS sank with cargo Iron 
Ore off Monte Igneldo (San Sebastian) 0030 G.M.T./ 
11. (Bilbao, 1749/14).

My 1815/29/5, My 1220/12. Barge containing oil 
fuel placed alongside German CORRIENTES Saturday 
night emptied and placed alongside tanker 
CHARLOTTE SCHLIEMANN filled and now alongside 
CORRIEimTES. CORRIENTES is in a favourable 
position for supplying submarines, local rumours 
she is doing so at night on starboard side, not 
visible from shore. Submit action be taken to 
move CORRIEimTES into inner harbour.
(Consul, Las Palmas, 1810/14 to Admty).

Your 1730/11 and my 1801/12. Madrid instructed 
to arrange for departures of ships carrying pyrites 
with suspected enemy destination from Spanish
ports to be reported to F.O.C.N.A., by immediate 
telegrams.

/Ships......
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MOST SECliET. M E S S A G E
19l6B/li|*Julyc 
Date: 14* 7* 1+1*

OUT «

To: G. in C, Home Fleet, 696*
C, in c. Mediterranean, 734.
C, III G. East Indies* 110,
C, HI C. South Atlantic. 5 7 3,

Repeated c. in G, China, 3 5 5,
C. in Co America and West Indies, 251, 
PfcO.C.N.A. 594*S*C. Force 11. 299,

, _______ __ ____ ITaval Cypher (D),______
From Admiralty,

Following received from censorship:-
instructions have "been issued to submarines at Diego 

Suarez which are based on two French Admiralty telegrams 
dated March 3rd. Main points are:-
1* Submarine to be prepared to submerge 300 to 600 metres 

from convoy.
On sighting ship or aircraft, submarine to submerge and 
continue course at 4 knots.
If ship is British or de Gaulle warship convoy should stop 
and procrastinate to permit submarine to take station.
Offensive action to be taken against any de Gaulle ship 
and against British ships attempting capture. Submarines 
to fire on reaching favourable position. Captain of convoy 
must convey impression that he is defenceless vessel 
obeying compulsion reluctantly and after exhausting all 
means of discussion.

5. Submarine to keep out of sight and proceed behind arrested 
vessel to side away ftfom convoy. Convoy should engage 

enemy attention by such pretexts as aid approach of boat. I 
am sending above by Air Mail.
Cheslowry, (Chief Censor Freetown.)

1st Lord

19163/14. 
N.I.D. 4.

for D.D
D.G.D.(F)

1st S.L, D.D.C.D. (F)
2nd S,L, D.IT.I. (4)
3rd S.L, D.S.D.
4th S. i j . J.K,A.D.
5th S.L, D. of L.D.
V.C.N.S. D.ii,/, S.W,
A.C.N.S.(H) D.M.S.
a .c .it.s.(f ) I.?.(2)
A.C.IT, S. (T) (2) W, D.
IT.A. 1st S.L. Duty Captain.
D, of P.(2) Hd. of M,
d .c .d ,(h ) D.T.S.D.
D.D.O.D.(H) D.D.I,C,

3.P.3.
D.T.D,(2)
I7.I.D* 10 Paym.



MOST SECRET

V/ar D ia r y .

E x p orts  o f
P yrites .Contd.

French
Convoy.

MOOLTAN.

STRATHAIRD
S e r v ic e
p e r s o n n e l .

QUEER OF 
BERMUDA.

HANNINGTON
COURT.
s u s p e c te d
s a b o ta g e .

PAMPANO
I t a l i a n .

251 <

1 4 .7 .1 9 4 1 .
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

N orth  A t l a n t i c .

S h ip s  so  r e p o r te d  i f  in t e r c e p t e d  s h o u ld  be 
d e ta in e d  and ca rg o  r e p o r t e d  t o  M.E.Y/. 
(D .E .W .D . 2019B /14 t o  C .C .S .O . G ib ) .

Admty 1 9 5 3 /2 3 /2  and N .A . L isb o n  l e t t e r  No. 40  
o f  1 9 /2  t o  D.N. I .  GABON, MONTESQUIEU, ^FA R  

^AMBROISE e s c o r t e d  b y  F ren ch  d e s t r o y e r  L'ADROIT 
p a s s in g  e a stb ou n d  in  T e r r i t o r i a l  w a t e r s .
In  v iew  o f  ’S u b s ta n ce ' S .O . F o rce  H r e q u e s t s  no 
a c t i o n  sh o u ld  be ta k en .
(F . O.C. N .A ., 2046B /14  t o  Admty) A pp roved .
(1 s t  S .L . , 0 0 2 9 B /1 5 ). #  Sfilrtf flmGRoiSC

South  A t l a n t i c .

Your 1 4 5 7 B /1 3 . MOOLTAN i s  t o  be r o u te d  t o  U.K. 
v ia  T r in id a d . (D .T . D. 0015B /14 t o  F .O .I .C .  
S im on stow n ).

Your 1 0 26 B /1 3 . Number o f  p e r s o n n e l c a r r i e d  in  an 
u n e s c o r te d  s h ip  i s  s u b je c t  t o  o v e r r id in g  c o n s id e r 
a t io n  th a t  n o  more than 100 may be fro m  any one 
s e r v i c e ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  p u rp ose  f o r  w h ich  th ey  
a re  em barked.
(A .C .N .S . (F )  1257B /14 t o  F .O .I .C .  S im on stow n ).

A.M. 1741B /11  and B .A .R .M . 2 2 4 8 /1 2 . QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA w i l l  be tak en  in  hand f o r  r e f i t  a t N ewport 
News S h ip b u i ld in g  and Dry Dock Co.
(D .O .D . (F )  1601B /14 t o  C . in  C. 8 . A .)

HANNINGTON COURT abandoned on f i r e  f o r e  and a f t  
on 1 4 /7  in  33° 3 5 ' 3 , 1 6 ° 4 0 ' E . Crew p ic k e d  
up by BURDWAN a r r iv in g  Cape Town 1 4 /7  A d m ira lty  
Tug S t .  DOGMAEL has been  s e n t  t o  3 tan d  by HANNING
TON COURT. (F .O .I .C .  S im onstow n , 1 0 0 3 Z /1 4  t o  
Admty e t c ) .
F .O .I .C .  S im on stow n 's  10 03 Z /1 4  (N .T . in  W.D. ) 
M aster o f  B/S HANNINGTON COURT in te r v ie w e d  on 
a r r iv a l  Cape Town a t 1 1 3 0 /1 4  o f  B /S  BURDWAN 
e x p r e s s e d  v iew  th a t  f i r e  in  e n g in e  room  was due 
t o  s a b o ta g e . (S .O . ( I )  C apetow n, 1743B /14  t o  Adniy. )

Pernam buco r e p o r t s  has com p le ted  d is c h a r g in g  and 
re tu rn e d  t o  M ole. ( S . O . ( l )  M o n te v id e o , 1 8 4 8 Z /1 4  
t o  S .O . ( I )  F re e to w n ).

/ O i l  S u pp ly
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War Diary* 14.7.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
Oil Supply. Your 2035/12 (supplying of Naval Oilers by Anglo 

American Pet. Coy.) Approved.
(4th S.L. 1900B/14 to N.A. Rio de Janeiro).

Dakar Convoy. From refugee seamen both from Dakar,. 3K0TF03$“ 
HADRIAN, GERDA TOFT, RUTENFJELL a n d 3  French ship3 
left Dakar for North in Convoy 12/7 in evening. 
Above ships were interned at Dakar since July 1940. 
(Command, Bathurst, 2201N/14 to C. in C. 3.A.) 
Amended 1047N/L6).

Mediterranean*
Suez Raid, 
GEORGIC and 
GLENEARN 
damaged.

About 22 planes raided Suez and Canal Area except 
Port Said between 0001C and 0421C/14. Shipping 
at Suez dive bombed. GEORGIC set on fire by direct 
hit and beached. Magazine blew up about 1000C, 
ship feared total loss. GEORGIC collided with 
GLENEARN causing slight damage and starting fire. 
Latter grounded, expect to refloat. Main object 
of attack believed GEORGIC and ANSON, latter 
undamaged, but several near misses. No naval 
casualties. Port of Suez closed for possible mines 
in Newport Rock Channel and canal closed from 
Suez to Xhassab excluding Bitter Lakes. Hoped to 
resume traffic throughout Canal and in Suez 
tomorrow.
(N.O. I.C. Port Tewfik, 0513C/14 S.B.N.O. Suez 
Canal, 1241C/14 to Admty etc).

PARTHIAN
defects.

Admty 1819/11/6. PARTHIAN has developed serious 
defects. Work of refit is beyond capacity of 
depot ship staff. Proposed she should proceed U.K. 
and thence to U.S.A. to refit (Capt. 3.1. 1430C/14 
to C. in C. Med. etc).

ST. DIDIER. Ambassador Ankara’s No. 75 and your 1931/5. Can 
you confirm that ST. DIDIER was flying Turkish 
colours. (a) Y/hen first attacked in territorial 
waters (b) in Adalia Harbour. (Head of M. 1502B/14 
to C. in C. Med.) ( . /1

P.33
Operation.

My 1959B/12. Special operation postponed till 
Wednesday and/or Thursday with identical arrange
ments except possibly 2 in boat. Proceed now to 
intercept convoy returning di rect to Malta on 
completion of special operation.
(Cdr. S.I., 1551B/14 to P.33).

Convoy L. E.
25.

My 1028/12 para 2. (a) Sailing of Convoy LE 25 
delayed till p.ra./16. N.O. I.C. Haifa pass to 
N.O. I.C. Beirut designate.
(C. in C. Med., 1610C/14 to Med. Fleet).

/Malta Raids......
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253
14.7.1941.War Diary.

Malta^
Raids.

Enemy
Hospital

Movements.

US. A._
Ships.
Movements.

NORBURG 
German.

EOCENE.

Suez Canal.

FOREIGN STATIONS.•

Mediterrane an. - Contd.
G.S.R. Malta to 1600 hours 14/7. Night 13/14, 2 
raids, combs mostly in sea few on land no 
casualties or damage. ( H.Q. R.A.F. Malta, 1615/14

A.M. 2038B/22. Request confirmation that Italian 
Hospital Ships SAN GIUSEPPE and GRADI3CA are no 
longer recognized vide A. F.O.'s 2452/40 and 
2651/40. (C. in C. Med,1700C/14 to Adnty).

Summary No. 209. (C. in C. Med., 1714/14) See 
Lion Copy.

Your 1015C/24/6. Control of messages from U.S. 
relating to movements of their shipping is entirely 
in hands of American Govt., but representations 
made in the matter. Steps being taken to control 
such messages at all British Censorship stations. 
(Head of M. 1720B/14 to 3.B.N.O. Suez Canal).
Your 1015C/24/6”. Control of messages from 
United States relating to movements of their 
shipping is entirely in the hands of the 
American Govt., but representations have already 
been made in the matter. American firms and press 
are already co-operating. Steps are being taken 
to control such messages at all British Censor
ship stations. (Hd. of M. 1726P/14 to 3.B.N.0.
Suez Canal Area).

Arrived with full cargo of Lignite for Aegean. 
Delayed owing to engine trouble will probably 
sail 15/7. (S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1807/14 to C. in C. 
-Med).

Your 1636B/24. C. in C. Med., has now approved 
sailing of EOCENE, emphasising that ship must be 
scuttled if in danger of capture. Full use is 
to be made of Turkish waters, ruses and darkness. 
(N.A. Angora, 1906/14 to Admty).

Situation 1900C/14. Three U.X. mines or bombs 
remaining Km. 159 to 161 from raid today 14/7. 
Three others exploded after interval of few hours. 
Previous mines in my 2900 13/7. M/S results nega
tive.GLENEARN refloated at high water and berthed 
alongside. Minor damage to PRESIDENT BUCHANAN also 
from near miss. GEORGIC burnt out. Two 
merchant ships arrived Ismailia from Port Said. 
Programme prepared for resuming traffic subject 
to minesweeping throughout Canal tomorrow.
(3.B.N.0. Suez Canal, 1921C/14 to C. in C. Med).

/Risk to



a*3 A
1714/14th July

SaORJT M E S 3 A G IN
Prom (? G. in c. Mediterranean) Date14/7/41 

Heed. 2347
Naval Code (02) by W/T.

Addre ced Submarines on Patrol Mediterranean Fleet,
, 1  1 .T  - r  s -v  t -k ______ L- -  . . . .  _  "

IMPORTANT. Movement summary number 209.

Part B.
H. M. S.IEiRO, H. 11. A. 3. V4KDBTTA, left 1 

14th on liersa Tobruk supply service.
1714/14

Advance copy sent Ons.
O.D.V.C.N. S. 0. I.

G • IT 9 3. (3?)N. A.lst S, L. ops.(4)
O. D. (5)
O.D. G.
0.1, G, ( 3)
T ( n\

repeated N. 0.1. C. Port Said, H. 0.1. C.
Famagusta Cyprus, IJ.O.I.C. Haifa, Group 201,

n.O. I.G. Malta, F. 0. G. North Atlantic 
S.O.Force H. , S.B.IT.O. Suez Canal, S. 0. Force I 
Force I, N. 0.1.C. Alexandria, Gapt.(s)l,
-4. Q. H. A. P. Maracaibo.

Group 204, IT. 
S.0.Force H.,

N. 0. I. C.

Mails
Movts
F. 0. S. by courier
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B54
War Diary.

Risk to_
Troopships,
Suez.

GAVOUR.

Syria
Armistice
BRODY/AL
LESBIAN
PEGASUS".

Situation 
Report No. 
86.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Gontd.

In view of air raid on Suez involving serious 
damage to GEORGIC do you consider policy of stop
ping Troop Ships shortly due at Suez envisaged 
in Adrnty 1707/14/6 should be put into effect? 
Request instructions to implement such policy 
as you consider desirable. (1st 3.L. 2012B/14 to

Photographs of Taranto show outer harbour two 
LITTORIO1s and One CAVOUR inner harbour. Three 
cruisers (believed 6M) and a few T. B.'s and 
CAVOUR previously submerged in outer harbour now 
in floating dock opposite entrance to main 
graving dock. (V.A. Malta, 21533/14 to G. in C. 
Med).
Comment by N.I.D.
CAVOUR was 3unk in outer harbour at Taranto during 
F.A. A. attack on 11/11/40. In recent 
reconnaissances of Taranto, GAVOUR has deliberately 
not been included and it can therefore be assumed 
that the raising has taken place since 7/7 
when last photographic reconnaissance was made. 
CAVOUR has been lying on her side with the upper 
deck completely submerged.

Convention signed at 2000/14. Movement of troops 
into Beirut commences at 1200/15. G.O.C.in C. 
enters am/16. I intend entering with advanced 
naval staff p.m./15. French naval representative 
confirms 3R0DWAL and LESBIAN are sunk outside,
100 fathom line outside Beirut. Both had been 
severely damaged by bombing inside the harbour 
PEGASUS submerged alongside North Mole. Air 
Commodore states no fighter protection will be 
available Beirut for some weeks. (Capt. Morse. 
2205/14 to C. in C. Med).
BRODWAL, LESBIAN, and PEGASUS all British, had 
presumably been seized by Vichy authorities.
(D.S., 678).

C.S. 15 left Haifa for Alexandria with NAIAD, 
PHOEBE and 4 destroyers. C.S. 7 remaining Haifa 
with AJAX and 4 destroyers. CARLISLE and 
minesweepers standing by to enter Beirut.
(C. in C. Med., 2346C/14).
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Y/ar D ia r y .

VELEBIT ,
MARSBBA.
o v e r d u e .

In d o -C h in a .
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1 4 .7 .1 9 4 1 .
M onday.

E a st  I n d i e s .

My 1 9 4 2 /1 3  f i r s t  s h ip  w as in  B a l l a s t  s e c o n d  s h ip  
c a r r i e d  f u l l  c a r g o  o f  4 ,0 0 0  t o n s  s u g a r .
(C . in  C. E . I . , 0 6 3 0 Z /1 4  t o  E. I .  S t n ) .

C h in a .

My 0 5 4 3 /1 3 .  I n t e r v ie w  w it h  M. L e m o u lt ,  r e p r e s e n t 
in g  D e co u x . (C . in  C. C h in a , 0 4 2 7 Z /1 4  t o  A d m ty ): 
S ee  L io n  C o p y .

A r r iv e d  1 2 /7 .  (S o u ra h o y a  0 5 0 1 Z /1 4  t o  D. o f  3 . T . )
My 2 2 0 6 /2 8 .  A p p l i c a t i o n  now r e c i e v e d  f o r  b u n k e rs  
t o  be  s u p p l i e d  t o  31 KIANG a t  S ou ra b a y a  o r  
B a l ik  P apan . S h ip  has th u s a p p a r e n t ly  l e f t  
M a d a ga sca r  w it h o u t  o u r  k n o w le d g e . In fo rm  
N e t h e r la n d s  A u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  B r i t i s h  co m p a n ie s  have 
b e e n  i n s t r u c t e d  and A m e rica n  co m p a n ie s  r e q u e s t e d  
t o  r e f u s e  b u n k e rs  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t .  Ask D u tch  
t o  c o - o p e r a t e  b y  d e la y in g  s h ip  p e n d in g  c o n c l u s i o n  
o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a rra n g e m e n ts  c o n c e r n in g  r e p a t r i a 
t i o n  o f  In d o -C h in e s e  t r o o p s  ex  LIEUTENANT 3T . 
LOUBERT BIE . (A .C .N .3 .  <F) 1 0 3 1 B /1 4  t o  C. in  C. 
C h in a ) .

Yokohama d e p a r t u r e  1 1 /7 .
(C a p t .  0 . S . S in g a p o r e ,  0 5 0 7 Z /1 4 ) .  
7 German s h ip s  a t Yokoham a. L i 3 t .  
( D .3 . 6 7 8 ) S ee  L io n  C op y .

A r r iv e d  1 2 /7 .  ( M a n i l la ,  0 6 4 0 Z /1 4 ) .

D e p a r tu r e  1 4 /7  f o r  S in g a p o r e .  
( S a ig o n ,  0 9 0 9 Z /1 4  t o  D. o f  3 . T. )

P o l i c y  r e  o i l  and c o t t o n .  (H ead o f  M ., 1 2 4 7 B /1 4  
t o  C. in  C. C h in a ) See L io n  C o p y .
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0427Z/14 July#
S E C R E T M E S S A G E I N
From: C. in C« China Date: 15,7.41.

Reed. 0745
INTERDEPi'iRTMENTiHL CYPHER (12) by Cable

Addressed: Admiralty* repeated Consul General Saigon, 
Governor Straits settlement, Governor Hong 
Kong, H.M. Ambassador Washington.

878. My 0543 July 13th. Today I saw 
M. Lemoult who has been in Singapore last few days and 
appears to have been asked by Decoux to find out the 
significance o f our suggestion of a further v is it  by Jouan. 
His information was largely on lines of that previously 
given by Pingaud who was also present at this interview. 
Decoux renews through Lemoult the usual assurances of 
desire to co-operate, but specia lly  stresses that need for  
some encouragement in his p o licy  of lim iting Japanese 
encroachment is now urgent particu larly some supply of o i l  
and flour in order to prevent development of Anti British 
feeling among population o f Indo China. X did not form 
the opinion that any immediate Japanese step was expected but 
French fe e l their position  is  being steadily weakened by 
shortage o f o i l  and from being forced gradually into hands 
o f Japanese. I suggested that in absence o f  any sa tis
factory reply from Vichy to Decaux’ s proposal that rubber 
negotiations with U.S.A. should be transferred to Saigon 
he should take matter into his own hands. Lemoult agreed 
that this was possible solution and promised to suggest 
i t  to Decoux, Docoux is  prepared to o ffe r  at least part 
o f balance o f 18,000 tons of rubber allocated to France to 
us or u.S .A .  but this rubber w ill not be available t i l l  
Autumn. Lemoult thinks quantity shipped to Japan so far 
this year does not exceed 20,000 tons. Leraoul't leaves for 
Saigon tomorrow Tuesday and vdll see Decoux at once.

04275/lh.
Advance copy sent 0p°*. O.D. & 0 .1 .C.

1 s t  Lord
1 s t  S.L
V .C .N .S .
A .C .N .S .(H ) D. Of P.l
A .C .N .S . (F) O . I . C . (2
A.C.N .S .C t ) ( 2 ) I . P . ( 3 )
Sec. W.D.
Nav. S ec . D .T. D. ( 2
IT .A . t o  1st SoL. D .E .W .D .i
P .A .S .  ( S)
D .N . I . ( 4 )
O .D .(5 )
Ops. (4 )
M .(2)



* 5b 'J
i i . MERCHANT SHIPPING. 

Encgrny Attacks on Trade.
(a ) The B ritish  SGORTON, 4813 tons the Commodore's ship o f convc 

attacked by a irc ra ft  
t by two bombs. She/has,

\  /  —  ----------------------------------- y  ~  — - i - w  o j .  j . 0  o

F.N.92, bound from London to the Tyne, was 
002O/I0 14 miles N. by \V, o f Cromer and hi 
however, arrived  at Immingham in tow.
(b ) The B ritish  BARON hAPlj.TR, 3559 tons, which was reported to 
have been torpedoed and sunk in an attack by submarines on convoy 
3.L.7S on 26 June, is  now known to have arrived at Barrow-in— 
Purne s s yester day.

The f i r e  in the Butch ALPHARD, 54-03 tons, has how been
PA3RIA, 1977 tons, is, reported to be

X.

extinguished, and the Greek
submerged. These two ships were attacked at Port Said by dive- 
bombing a irc ra ft  on 12th July. (See B.3.N.E.No,<<77 para.XX).
B ritish  Shinning. , ■

I t
been sunk
ships LESBIAN, 2370 tons, and BRODWAL*/3385 tons, were damaged by 
bombing and la te r  sunk in deep water/to avoid blocking the port. 
These thr&e ships had presumably b-fen seized by the Vichiens. 
Convoys.

Convoy K-,X, 135, with Vice-Admiral L .L .P.W illan has arrived 
complete. I t  consisted o f ^ B r i t i s h ,  12 A ll ie d  and three neutral

is  reported that the B ritish  tanker PEGASUS, 3597 tons, has
lk alongside the North Mole at 304rut and that the B ritish

3hiu£ There were 18 tanks
o f grain, three o f n itra j

id

eleven general cargoes, ten cargoes 
s, two each o f lumber, sulphur and sugar 
scrap, s tee l and general, sugar andand one each o f steel 

general, and linsoc
Convoy 3 .0 .55/fas arrived sa fe ly  under Rear-Admiral w.k. 

Boddam-Whetham. Z t consisted o f 24 B ritish  and ten A llie d  ships. 
There was one tanker and among the cargoes were eleven o f grain, 
throe of general, three o f sugar, two each o f sugar and rum, 
wood pulp, ameel, lumber and iron ore and one each o f woodpulp 
and s te e ly  s°rap and s te e l, lumber and s te e l, n itra tes , sulphur* 
and phosphates.

ENTITY SNIPPING.
Me ddft erranean.

The German SUIY,BERG 1653 toneuo__u T r m m ?  v o v r v  -i- s-.^o__t .-.-h -_ arrived Valencia 10 July.and
> a n n  o  _ T..Q  T n  1 t r  T lzamn T ’T o n r 1 a  n "1 1 r \ rw 

Japan,
N.A. Tokyo reports there are now seven German ships at 

Yokohama
(a) Large vessel about 12,000 tons c lo se ly  resembling new GLEN 
type.. Note. GLENGARRY, 7100 tons was being b u ilt  by Burmeister 
& wain, Gopehhagen, ‘ and was seized by Germans.
(b) 6,000 ton vessel as reported in D.3.N.3. o f  5 July, para XI, 
and may possib ly be 0SGRN0, 6300 tons, which l e f t  Talcahuano on
3 April.
(c ) SPREEV/ALD 5083 tons.
(d) & (e ) Two small tankers, funnel a ft ,  about 3,000 tons. Note 
these may be the BOGOTA and QUITO, both o f 1200 tons, which have 
th e ir  funnel a ft  but are not tankers. These two ships l e f t  
Coquimbo on 17 May and have not since been reported.
( f )  0DENWALD 5093 tons.
(g ) UTVELLAND 63o4 tons.

-  2 -

(>ir.
r y r r v - r j - w
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III.

IV.

At the discretion of Commanding Officers concerned, Officers may be 
made acquainted with the contents of this doc ument, but great car- 

is to be exercised that it is not left lying about.
DAILY SUMMARY OP NAVAL EVENTS NO.678

isued b:,- N.I.L. Naval Staff

PART I 
HOME WATERS.

1500 Monday 
14- July, 1941.

Main Units'.
pheto0.

that the outeY* 
stern had bee 
net was still 
dock.
Connection.

.phic reconnaissance of Brest at 080G/I5th July showed 
boom protecting 3CHARNH0RST except that covering the 
removed, but wliat appears to be a lighter form of

dace. GNEI8ENAU and PRINZ EUGEN were still in

Por ̂ 'The Cruiser HAMBURG 
"The Cruiser ĵ URITBeRG-1'. 
Sub marlne Actyvity 

.The General situation of 
but there were two or\three

read
Enemy

movements could not be\reliably estimated. 
British Operations (Al3

in D.S.N.3. No.677 Part I para:I

U/Bs at 1100/14 was quiet in all areas 
S.E. or S. of Iceland (c) whose

Bomber Command. aids on Germany during the night of 12/13 
Wellingtons dropped 38 tons of bombs and 

ilway goods station at Bremen. One
________________  In the
July 22 Hampdena and 16 
2500 incendiaries on the
large bomb was dropped between this and the Deutsche Schiff build
ing yard: Seven Hampdens attacked the main station at Wilhelmshaven
and -a second large bomb was dropped on Wildeshansen.

On 13 July Spitfires too\ photographs over Merseburg, Halle 
and D-ivion.
Fighter Command. At 1040/15 a Spitfire attacked and hit R-boats 
off Berok-sur-M er. At 2055 a Spitfire attacked a small motorboat 
coming out of Boulogne. The boatV/as last seen down by the stern, 
Coastal Command. On 13 July photographs were taken over the Ruhr 
and twice over Brest.
Shipping Protection. On 13 July 
in escorting four convoys, and during 
Fighter Command made 222 sorties in 
protection of shipping.
Enemy Air Losses.

Up to OGOO/l4 it had been reported tfiat one Ju. 88 and one 
He.ill had been destroyed during the night\of 13/14 July.

FOREIGN' STATIONS
British Air Activity
Libya. On the night of 11/12 July Wellington 
Benghazi harbour where they cau bases of the Central and Cathedral Holes. Othesr Wellingtons attacks 
Derna where particularly extensive fires and violent explosions 
were caused.

On the 15th July Blenheims attacked a convoy \?ff Tripoli There

1 Command made 16 sorties 
he 24- hours ending 1800/13 
ing 105 patrols for the

again attacked 
d fires and explosions at the

one tanker of about 7,000 tons was set on fire and 
completely destroyed. One- three-masted schooner bld^ 
third merchant ship of about 300 tons was left well 
Eastern Mediterranean. It is now reported that on 10 
Beaufighter on reconnaissance from Cyprus sank an uni 
sailing barge by cannon fire.

VI. Enemy Air Activity.
On night 11/12 July enemy aircraft made three attemp 

shipping off Sidi Barrani, but were successfully driven of 
fighters.

VII. Enemy Air Casualties.
On 12 July one Ju.88 on reconnaissance over Egypt, was 

down by fighters. - 1 -

claimed as' 
up and the 
fire.
July a 
tified

to bomb 
by

snot
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Y.J.

(S)

Singapore and then proceeded to Rangoon to load a cargo 
for^Tudia, or fa i l in g  that, loaded d iroot fo r  India, 
ho should also too prepared to ash Australian Government 
to permit French ship to proceed to Australia  to load 
foodstu ffs on condition that she l i f t j d  a su itab le cargo 
o f Indi-Ghinose products on her outward journey (soo in 
this connexion your 0929/11 Hay and Admiralty Messago 
1932/23 Hay paragraph 6 ).

h'o are not prepared to fa c i l i t a t e  shipment o f Opium 
pending a sa tis fac tory  solution o f the rubber question,^

12478/14
fo r  Hoad o f M* (86)

1st Lord
1  n  +  C\ T

U VJ «  J..I u

V.C.ITofh 
A.OAT.G.fF) 
AoOHT.G, ( f ) ( 2 )
1 ( Cl VC! 1 > J C13 o
I\ & x  -  n O . LQ »J e -■—! o
t> / c* ( q \
OpSot'4)
0«D, (b )
D» o f  P * (  3)
D.U, Io ( 4)
D.D..i1 oiJ • ( 3)
0 . I . 0 . (3 )  
D.T.D. (4)

I .?
W.D
Adm ira 1 Chaimors 
Admiral B o lla irs  (2 )
M.34 (30)
China his tribution

(?oA. Cluttorbuch I)sqc) 
and fo r  Dominions O ffice ,

»
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H. X. 158. 
H«X. 139.

PORT DE 
PRANCE. 
(French).

Newfoundland
Escort,
Force.

ST. LAURENT 
H. X. 138.

WOLFE.
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MONARCH.
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America and West Indies.
My 1321Z/10. Escorts. (C.C.N.F. 0041B/14 to 
C. in C. W.A.) W.D. Note. T.O.O. subsequently 
corrected to 1846/10.

My 1301Q/13 FORT DE FRANCE arrived Para 12/7.
(C. in C. A.W.I.f 0052Q/14 to PRINCE DAVID).
My 0052^14 and my 1301Q/13. Every endeavour is 
to be made to intercept FORT-DE-FRANCE on 
return voyage from Para. You are at liberty 
to proceed beyond limit of station if desired 
but previous experience indicates that effective 
patrol off Para is difficult to maintain.
(C. in C. A.W. I., 1012Q/14 to PRINCE DAVID).

Organisatinn in accordance with Admty 1612B/12. 
(Capt. (D) N.F.0157Z/14). See Lion Copy. See 
Tiger Copy.
Capt. (D) N.F.' s 0157Z/14. In order to obtain 
maximum value from N.E. F.F. destroyers marked 
for T.C. convoys, which comprise 1/5 of my entire 
destroyer force, moat desirable tha,t earliest 
possible notice be given of predicted sailing 
date of these convoys.
(C.C.N.F., 1819Z/14 to Admty).
Capt. (D) N.F.'s 0157Z/14. H.X. 138 and 3.C.37 
are escorted by groups 16 and 17. Request group 
17 may be returned with next O.B. convoy, 
SPIKENARD now escorting H.X. 137 being retained 
to join group 16 for return passage.
(C.C.N.F., 1821Z/14 to A.C.I.C. Iceland 
amended 1345Z/15).

My 1852Z/13 and my 1846Z/10 ST. LAUREn T has 
been substituted for NIAGARA defective as 
escort for H.X. 138. (C.C.N.F., 0309Z/14 to Admty. 
etc).

Intend to sail WOLFE for Bermuda about 17/7 
after arrival NORTHUMBERLAND with personnel etc. 
(R. A. 3 0926P/14 to C. in C. A.W*I. )

Your 1255M/14. Escort from Panama to Halifax 
is not considered necessary. Ship will be routed 
to take advantage of cover of U.S. coast.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1022Q/14 to N.Z.N.B.)

s/ss ja .

Your 1436P/11. This will be arranged.
(C. in C. A.W. I., 1122Q/14 to R.A. 3 B.S.)

/Leave Bermuda....
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Prom C a.p t. (d ) N .F .

MESSAGE O l5 1 z /lK th  J u ly  

D a te
R e e d . 1209*

IN

NAVAL CYPHER A . 1 .  BY T /P .

A ddressed A dm iralty C. i n  C. W e ste rn  A pproaches N .S .H .Q . O ttaw a P .O .C .
NoP» C .O .A .C , H a l i f a x  C. in  C. A m erica  and W est In d ie s  N .O .l/C  
Ic e lan d  (c) C a p t. (d ) L iv e rp o o l  C a p t. (d ) G reenock  C a p t. (D) 
Londonderry.

O r g a n is a t io n  o f  N ew foundland  E s c o r t  F o rc e  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  .a d m ira l ty  
l 6 l2 B f l 2  i s  a s  f o l lo w s ;  y  ✓  ^
G roup 1 4  ( f a a t )  ,H .M .S . HIGHJANDER H .H .S . HAVELOCK H.M .S. HESPERUS 
H .M .S . H/PVESTC® H ^ i .S .  RIPLEY H.H.C JM  SJYENT PILJ'fClSw y

H .M .S. RIl'iDING H .M .C .S, SASUENJT H .M .S. DIANTHUS<H.M.S. HONErSUCKLE 
SN0WE3RRY *  • /  ^  V  S

H .H .S . maJI/TATER H .K .C .N . MAGANA REIOUSICI SPH33APD * /
H .M .S . R Id G .IO rO ^ .^ .3 . BURNHAM H .lftS  v  PCLYiJWHU^COB/iT^ /
H .M .S. CHURCHILL V l.H .S . CHESTERFEILD'il, IA S . a i-E Q A H .M .S . ARRQWHE.D.V 
H .M .S. BURNHAMHLM.S. li'.YFLOiriiR^^SI^W ffiTASigW II'f v  ^
H .M .C .S . OTAAA/ILM.S. GIADIOLOB H .M .S. 1DDI0SxlH .M ,S. NASTURTIUM 
H .M .C .S . RESTIGOUCHE H .M .S. COLLINGWCCD ALEERNT1̂ORILLIA"’'
H .M .S. RAMSEYnl.M*S. fl'JCJYTUFT 1̂31 TTERSWEET*HENNEL^ ^
H .M .C .S , IE S n a j3 0 n JE vH .l i .S . PRIMROSE*!!. M. S .  HEPATIC/-,  TRILLIUM"' 
H .1 I.C .S . SKEENA II.M .S . CELANDIN^WINDPLOTi'ER 
H .M .C .S . ST. LAURENT^EYEBRIGHTY

16
T7lS
T9
*25
7Z
22
a?

The s m a l le r  g ro u p (s )  w i l l  "be augm ented  a s  c o n v e n ie n t  by  t h e  10 
Town C lass and  th r e e  C o r v e t t e s  w h ich  h av e  b e e n  a l l o c a t e d  t o  N .E .P . b u t  
w h ich  h av e  n o t  y e t  j o in e d .

0157^ 1^

AdvancQ copy sen t*  0 ,D , O .I .C .

1 s t  L o rd
1 s t  S .L . D .N .I .  (4 )
U h  SaL. D .S .D .
V .C .N .S . D* o f  L .D .
A .C .N .S , (H) d . a/ s . w.
A .C .N .S , (F ) I . P .  (2 )
AoC .N .S . (T ) (2 ) W.D.
N».,» 1 s t  S .L . D u ty  C a p t,
D. o f  P .  (2 ) Head o f  M.
D.O .D . (H) D .T .S .D .
D .D .O .D . (H) D .D .I .C ,
D .O .D . (F ) 
D .D .0 .D , (F )

E .P .S .



MOST SECRET.

Y/ar Diary.

MALAYA
fiontd.

LEITH 
H.X. 138.

RIO NOVO.

Convoys
Newfoundland.

Convoy
Escorts.

CIRCASSIA.

AURANIA. 
S.C. 37l

U.S.11B.

DOMINION
MONARCH.

257
14.7.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.
Leave Bermuda 1230Z + 4 on 16/7 and proceed by most 
direct route to Halifax so as to arrive 1100Z 
+ 4 on 18/7. (C. in C. A.Y/.I. 1132Q/14 to MALAYA).

In view of Admty 1612B/12 LEITH with H.X. 138 
has been instructed (?to ask for) other orders 
to proceed to U. K. with convoy.
(C.C.N^F. 1329Z/14 to Admty etc).

My 1458R/12. Ottawa reports ship arrived New 
York 2/7. (S.O.(I) Jamaica, 1513R/14 to Admty etc).

Cancel my 1713/25. To check progress of Y/estbound 
convoys in vicinity of Newfoundland, following 
procedure is to be ad^opted.
(C. in C. Y/.A., 1718B/14 to C. in C. A.Y/.I. etc).

Your 1612B/12 para 4 A. Considered undesirable 
to withdraw all local A/3 escort from Halifax. 
Inte.nded to release all Corvettes from Halifax, 
local Force, replacing them with 2 R. C.N., Short 
Leg Towns from Newfoundland Escort Force. Latter 
type have insufficient endurance for efficient 
escort from Newfoundland to Iceland.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1937Z/14 to Admty).

Your 1550B/13. Concur in retention of CIRCASSIA. 
(F.O. 3 B.S., 2043P/14 to Admty).

Rammed Iceberg in thick fog, 51° 47' N . , 55° 52' W. 
Bow damaged am returning Halifax when weather 
clears. Convoy S.C. 37 now stopped in above 
position in thick fog in vicinity of Icebargs. 
(AURANIA, 2207Z/14 to R.A. 3).
AURAn IA 2207Z/14. In view of ice damage to 
AURANIA necessitating return, request you arrange 
for 3.0. of A/S escort to take over duties of 
ocean escort to H.X. 138 and S.C. (?37£ as I 
cannot get relief for AURANIA there in time to be 
of value. (R.A. 3 B. 3. 2348P/14 to C.C.N^F.)

Australia.
Proposals for.(A.C.N.B», 0831Z/14 to D. of 3.T. ) 
See Operations Volume.

Your 1615B/13. Concur as many personnel as 
possible take passage in DOMINION MONARCH. Total 
number requiring passage. (N.Z.N.B., 1255M/14 
to D. of 3.T.) See America and West Indies. 
1022/14. J>. %SL
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War Diary,

H.X.133

RIVER LUGAR 
(torpedoed 
26/6).

RUPSRT PS 
LARINAGA

2200/13

BY LEICESTER 
CITY lijy

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.

Master of SCOTTISH TRADER, which was in H.X.133, 
has reported Cape Race Radio broadcast in P.L. 
a message stating that a convoy was being 
attacked by submarines and gave latitude, 
longitude, date and time. Requested you will 
investigate. Not understood how Cape Race 
Radio knew that it was a convoy being attacked 
or why standard working was not used for re-

N.C.S.O. Freetown’s 2020N/12 and N.C.S.I. 69.
(A) RIVER LUGAR (B) 26/6 2250Z plus 1 23.40 N . , 
21.10 W. approx. (c) (D) (e ) (f ) Disposal 
unknown. Ship: sank in one minute (G) Able
Seaman. 41 drowned including one passenger 
and one stowaway. Six survivors.
(G. in C. S.A., 2130N/14 to Adrnty.)

Torpedoed. 36 R 18 N 21 R 11 West.
(Lands End Radio, 2153/14.)
British, 5358 tons, from Tyne to Las Palmas 
with coal. Position about 190 miles S.E. of 
Azores. (D.S. 679). Ex 0.G.67 (D.O.R.15/7.)

Submarines Reported.

For information. Received at 1131 G.M.T. from 
L O C H B O I S D A L E W e  have a submarine report 
handed in by ship without wireless, please report 
it, submarine report S.S. NOUPHEAD of Kirkwall 
from Mallaig to Petersport sighted submarine £ 
mile distant periscope depth 8 miles E. by S. 
from Ushnish Light at 2200/13 S/M last seen 
proceeding southerly direction which would 
cross course of large 2 funnel vessel approaching 
from S.W. direction.
(Port Patrick Radio, 1338/14 to Navycharge, 
Greenock.)

Estimated U/B dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C. 1433B/14.)
(F.O.S., 1631B/14.)

Submarines Attacked.
Lost at 2041B after third attack. Have swept 
area unsuccessfully. When joined by LORD LLOYD 
propose dual sweep to patrol limits.
(LEICESTER CITY 00253/14 to N.O.I.C. Faroes.) 
Sweep completed contact not regained. LORD 
LLOYD returning to accompany.
(LEICESTER CITY, 0800B/14.)
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■S IT UAT ION REPORT. 

Home Commands.

lhere were some marine casualties in fog today, 
including S.S. IRIS sunk in collision with 
BLUE RANGER in Convoy W.N.53 off the Clyde 
and Special Service Vessel PRINCE PHILIPPE 
sunk in collision with S.S. EMPIRE WAVE in 
55° 5’ N. 5° 24* W.

British Air Operations.
Bomber Command last night carried out attacks 
which are reported to have been successful, on 
Bremen and Rotterdam Docks.

Bad weather very considerably curtailed flying 
today and no routine patrols were flown.

Enemy Air Operations.
S.S. PORTHMEOR was attacked and her steering 
gear was damaged at 0315 today, 40 miles N.E. 
of the Bishops.

YORK CITY reports that coaster FAIRFIELD, 
sailing independently was sunk at 0215/15 
by F.W. A/C 7 miles S.W. of South Stack Light.
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SITUATION REPORT.
Mining.
15 aircraft laid mines last night off the 
Frisian Islands and River Elbe. Mines were 
also laid off Lorient and St. Nazaire.

Sweepers reported cutting a new type of mine 
off Portland Bill at 1210. Convoy W.P.4 was 
diverted to the Southward and a danger area 
was declared.

Mines were detonated in the Thames Estuary.

Enemy minelaying aircraft, estimated to number 
25 operated last night between Spurn Head and 
Miadlesborough.

Mediterranean.
Malta. There were 3 air raids on Malta last night, but

no casualties were caused and there was no 
Naval damage.

Air attack Eight Wellingtons bombed the docks at Messina 
on Messina. last night with success.

S/M Capt.(s)l reports that TORBAY who has been
Operations. operating in the Aegean sank 5 out of 6 sailing

vessels carrying troops which were encountered 
in 3 days between Nauplia and Crete.

At 1400 today in the Kerkenah area P.33 secured 
two hits with torpedoes, probably on the largest 
ship of a northbound escorted convoy of 5 half 
laden merchantmen. P.33 was heavily depth 
charged and was slightly damaged by a mishap 
in diving.

/Libya
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SITUATION REPORT.
Mediterranean - Conta.
VENDETTA was slightly damaged in Tobruk harbour (? by air attack.)

A convoy from Tripoli was attacked by 3 
Blenheims today; one 8000 ton ship is claimed 
as destroyed and another damaged.

No further mines have been detonated in the 
Canal and navigation is proceeding throughout 
the Canal and at the terminal points subject to 
minesweeping.

British ships of more than 5000 tons are not 
to proceed to Turkish ports in present circum
stances.

East Indies.
C. in C. India considers that the continued 
shipment of warlike stores to Iran constitutes 
an increasing potential danger in an area where 
the situation is already totally unsatisfactory 
and he asks the 'War Office to press for 
formulation of a definite policy as a matter 
of urgency.

China.
British and Allied merchant ships over 4000 
tons are not to be allowed north of Hong Kong 
for the present.



MOST SECRET

2G2

War Diary. 15.7.1941.
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT.
U-Boat Campaign.
O.B.V. LADY SOMERS was torpedoed at 0410 in 37° 12* N. 200 32. w . and sank latep>

1̂
o V'1

to

4 ̂
laJ

* ^ v
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ADVENTURE

2G315.7.1941.
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Policy.
Your 1609B/1/6 and 1851B/7/5. In order to avoid 
constant changes, prefer if CLEVELAND could 
remain under my orders and the new HUNT which 
will take the place of ISAAC SWEERS be allocated 
to C. in C. Portsmouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1319/15 to Aaty.)

Employment (A.C.N.S. (H) 1658B/15) see Operations Volume,

Re torpedoes (1st S.L. 2232B/15). See 
Operations Volume.

Co-operation with Russia.

Head of Naval Missioru Moscow 1726C/15. 
See Lion Copy.

Defence of U.K.
My 1830/28/5 and your 1355/29/5. Request the 
8 3*7 inch mobile guns moveafrom Clyde for 
special protection PRINCE OP WALES may be 
retained at Rosyth observing capital ships 
as well as Cruisers will be constantly in 
dockyard at least for several months^to come. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1637/15 to Aaty.)

Extension of smoke protection if still under 
consideration is strongly recommended. 
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1856/15.)

Movements.
Cancel A.M. 1947B/14.
(D.O.D. (H) 0756B/15 to C. in C. W.A.)

Special tank carrying vessels, will be ready to 
sail for Inverary on 19/7 and 21/7 respectively 
consider these ships should have special escort. 
(N.O.I.C. Tyne, 1706/15 to C. in C. Rosyth.)

Is to be sailed for Milford Haven forthwith. 
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1946B/15 to R.A.(M)).
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MOST SECRET M E S S A G E 1726/3/15 July
IN

From Hoad of Naval Mission Moscow. BATE: 15.7.41
FROL 5 2 2 5 5

- -..... T . In terdonortm cntal Cypher bv W/T I.T.T. & T/P _
Addressed Admiralty

Number Naval 071. With improvement of relations

'.T. & T/P

here intend raise at an early date subject of movements of S/fos 
and light craft from Baltic to Northern Waters via Stalin Canal.

of maintaining S/lIs and destroyers in operation during Lhe winter 
months consider Russians might agree to certain number of vessels 
proceeding U.K. for operations in othor ( ? latitude) during this 
period observing all Baltic operations cease end of November.

3. Opportunity night be taken of fitting destroyer's \rith 
Asdic and training personnel.

4. Before approaching Russian Naval Authorities request 
early views on this subject and following information.

5. All movements N 0rth through canal must be completed 
by end of October,

transport and collection of stores and spare gear which should 
commence early date. An exploring possibility of transport by 
rail for stores to Eastern Mediterranean Message ends.

2. By emphasizing necessity for combining war effort

(a) Whether S/Ms and/or destroyers can bo 
accepted U.K.

(b) Proposed area of operations and 
employment (l) 3/ks(1) s/ks

(2) Destroyer,

(c) Toted, numbers acceptable(1) S/is
(2) Dost:troyer;

6, Transferring of S/Ms will entail preparation of

1st Lord 
1st S.L, 
3rd S.L.
y.c.M.s.

1726C/15

Advance copy Duty Capt, D.O.D. (f ) D.D.I.C

l i . /  U *  l i  •

EH I.P.(2)

SEC.
N.A. 1st S.L.
D of p (2) for action 
D.O.D.(P)
D.D.O.D.(P)
D.O.D. (li)
D.D.O.D. (li)
D.N.I.(4)
D.S.D.
D of L.D.
D.A/S.YM

Y7.D.
D.C.
Hd of M 
D.T.S.D.
D. D.I.C.
E. P.S.
N.I.D. 10 Payr. Cdr. Wilson 
Admiral Bcllairs,
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Prxi No* 30 Military Mission 
Hose era.

Dato, 16/7/41 
Rood 2230.

OTHER.

s .633

IN

Addressed, The War Office,

MOST UftlEDIATE,
~  27320.

Military 070 cipher 15/7.
Most Secret to Chiefs of Staff fTem Maofarlanc.
Admiral Vian and party arrived 0800 hours today* Vian 

pearco Miles Collier and I  just finished conference -with C.N.S, Adrdjrnl 
Kuznetsov Golikov was present. Admiral Kuznetsov agreed p a rty  should Me 
given overs’- fac ility  to see anything they (?v/ant)od in ].lun:vansl>*;1rchongcl 
area. Also to ( ?v/ord omitted) cue of my wireless sets 30 rath the party: 
signals for Admiral Vian should "bo sent to Embassy Moscow for onward 
transmission.

Sot tied Very lit t le  here hut -“dmiral Kuznetsov is giving 
instructions to Archangel and Murmansk Comanders to provido (?all) 
information required by Vian and Pearce an the spot*

Hope to got party off to Archangel ty air tonight. They 
w ill ho flown on to Murmansk hy Russians. Miles and v/yhurd and Gird 
acocnpany parly. The latter hopes to he able to start for home (?in about) 
throe days, Golikov is therefore giving me firm answer tonight as to 
v/hother he- and Dragunalc (?go) hack in Catalinas but I think ho w ill  
probably do so. .

• i .  - i

1037/15,

. .1st Lord, .......... — .
lflt S.L,

-V, C.N.S.-' ■ *
A.G.N.3, (H)

. A*C*N,8,(p) :■
N.A* 1st S.L.
D.O.D.(p)
D.D.O.D. (P)
D. O.D. (H)
E. D.O.D. (H)
D. n. I .  (4) - :
D of P, (2)
Duty capt,
E . P .S .
lid of _M.(8) *•

I .P , (2)
W.D,
N.I.D.10 Pay, Gdr. Wilson,
D.S.D. .
H.W.R. !

Advance. copy sent Duty Capt, D.O.D.-(ll)
ard d*d*i *c*

Rood from War Office at 1000/16#

* ‘ * s >
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN

IRQM: No, 30 M i l i t a r y  M is s io n  Moscow.
2310/15 th  J u ly ,

D a te ;  i5 o 7 » H  
Heed* 2355*.

CTiinSR,

iJDDHESSED; The J a r  O f f io e  
yOST BilEDIATE,

27321. M i l i t a r y  072 C ip h e r  1 5 /7 .

M ost S e c r e t  t o  c h i e f s  o f  S t a f f  fro m  M a c f s r la n s .

P a r a  1 .  V inn u n i  p a r t y  l e f t  h e re  f o r  Murmansk v i a  A rc h a n g e l 
by  a i r  a t  1800 h o u r s ,

P a r a  2 e P le a s e  s e e  te le g ra m  b e in g  s e n t  by A m bassador t o  
F o r e ig n  O f f ic e  r e p o r t i n g  s u g g e s t io n  made b y  M olo tov  Ixalf f o r  
o p e r a t io n s  a t  S p i t s b e r g e n ,  M edveshi I s l a n d  and N o r th e rn  c o a s t  
N orw ay. p o l i t i c a l  i s s u o s  in v o lv e d  a re  o b v io u s  and I  h av e  h ad  no  
u jp ro a o h  y e t  from  R u s s ia n  s t a f f  an s u b j e c t .  I  u n d e rs ta n d  i d e a  
i s  M o lo to v 's  a l th o u g h  G o lik o v  and K usno tov  w ere  p r e s e n t  a t  m e e tin g . 
I  p ro p o s e  g iv in g  no  (R ep ea t n o )  o p in io n  w h a te v e r  u n le s s  b r i e f e d  by  
y o u . I f  y o u  w ish  A d m ira ls  V ian  end M ile s  t o  c o n s id e r  any  a b o v e  
s u g g e s t io n  w h i le  l o c a t e d  Murmansk a rea , w i l l  y o u  i n s t r u c t  mo m ost 
u r g e n t l y .

1 s t  L o rd ,
1 s t  S .L . 
V .C .N .S . 
£ ,C .N ,S . ( h ) 
A .C .N .S ,(F )

*1 # I j*
D .O .D .(F )  
D .D .O .D . (F) 
D .O .D .(H ) 
D .D .O .D . (H) 
D .N .I .  (1 )
D . o f  p . (2 ) 
D u ty  C a p t.
E .  P .S .
Hd, o f  M ,(8 )
I . ? . (2)

2 3 1 0 /1 5 .

Adva :ce Copy D uty  C a p t, D .O .D. ( i l)D .D .I .C .

R eed  by  Hand fro m  ]7ar O f f ic e  a t  1 0 0 0 /1 6 .

J .D ,
N. I .D .  10 .P a y . Cdr.Y/’i l s o n .
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HOME COMMANDS

SOKOL

S/Ms.

Extending 
of sink at 
sight zone.

SOKOL. TUNA. 
TRIDENT.

Operations.

If you can get within 5 miles of lie de Yeu by
0400B/15 do so.
(F.O.(s) 0034B/15 to SOKOL).
-y 0034B/15. If large Northbound Supply Ship 
probably escorted has not been encountered by 
aay-light/15 proceed in accordance with my 
2143B/14.
S.B.R. arranged in Area 55 south of 047° N. and 
east of 004° W. until 0800/16.
(P.O.S. 0052B/15 to SOKOL.)
SOKOL has been ordered to return to vicinity 
lie de Yeu until aaylight/15 and subsequently 
to proceed in accordance with my 2143B/14. 
(F.O.S. 0054B/15 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

British Submarines will be carrying out trials 
in an area between 56° 30' N. 55° 36’ N. and 
08° 09’ W. and 06° 39’ W. from 1600B/18 until 
1600B/19. During this period any submarine 
in this area escorted or unescorted with or 
without navigation lights is to be considered 
friendly. N.C.S.Os. are to warn any merchant 
ships or convoys likely to sail through this 
area during this period.
(G. in G. W.A. 1536B/15.)

My 2202B/14. The extension of zone is not 
being made public. A portion of the Spanish 
Fleet is normally based at Ferrol. Possible 
that they may innocently enter zone though most 
improbable. If Spanish warships are encountered 
in the sink at sight zone they are not to be 
attacked.
(F.O.S. 1622B/15 to S/Ms. Area A.)

Informing them of estimated U-Boat dispositions. 
(F.O.S. 1648B/15.)

M.M.S.36 Is to operate from Harwich until further orders.
Anticipate she will sail for Granton on 24/7. 
(D.M.S^ 1958B/15 to F.O.I.G. Harwich.)

British Air Operations.

Bomber Command 
Operations.

Six Blenheims, escorted by fighters, set out to 
attack shipping in Cherbourg Docks. Saw one 
burst on 6000 ton ship etc.
A force of 6 Blenheims, escorted by A/C of 
Fighter Command, set out to attack shipping 
in Le Havre Docks.

/One
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HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Operations.
One A/C bombed a 2,000 ton M/V in the docks 
scoring direct hits.
A further 11 Blenheins were to attack a convoy 
off Ijmuiden and 4 of them attacked a 6,000 
ton M/V, scoring direct hits on rear hatch 
foredeck and stern. 2 others attacked a 
5,000 ton M/V scored at the stern. One 
further Blenheim scored a direct hit amidships 
on a 1,500 ton escort vessel. Another attacked 
a 1,500 ton escort vessel. Another attacked 
a 1,500 ton M/V with near misses.
3 other Blenheims attacked 3 out of 6 trawlers 
with W/T aerials. 20 M.W. of Zanavoort with near misses.
(H.Q.B.C., T.H.I. 0215/15.)
Night 14/15 July. Main objectives of 190 
aircraft were Bremen, Hanover and Rotterdam 
Docks, Details of operations. (H.Q.B.C., 
T.H.I. 1720/15.) See Lion Copy.

Request T.S/M.B.R. in area between 56° 30' N. 
and 550 36* N> ana 08° 09' W. and 06° 39' W. 
from 1600B/18 until 1600B/19.
(C. in C. W .A. 1520B/15 to H.Q.F.C, H.Q.C.C.)

Are coming into service forthwith flying 
principally from aerodromes in the South and 
West. Description.
(Air Min., 1615/15.)

Enemy Air Operations.
My 1715/14. Temporary repairs effected.
Ship can now discharge cargo with one pump 
only and can steam half speed unless hidden 
damage in other steam pipes becomes apparent. 
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 0945/15 to A.C.O.S.)

Sunk at about 0215/15 by enemy A/C five miles 
250° from S. Stack. One survivor slightly 
injured picked up by YORK CITY.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1037/15.)
Sunk 230° South Stack Light 7 mile.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1307/15.)

My 1715/14. At 1145/14 aircraft attacked 
wreck of CAROLINA THORDEN at Kvalvig with 4 
bombs all fell on land and failed to explode 
no damage or casualties.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 1142B/15.)

/BRAES O'MAR



SECRET message
T .H .I. 1720A5.

Prcu Headquarters Bomber Command. 

_________________ P/L BY T/P

T .H .I . 1720/X5th July  
IN

Date 15.7.41. 
Reed 2255.

.addressed ieLr M inistry Bar Room, A ir  Ministry War Room "Z "» A l l  Bomber 
Ca nand Groups and Stations, R.A.F. Headquarters Northern 
I itcI-UkI j Coeistaix 0 gxicailj. rep edited Adr^ircil'ty*

K0TV7T* Baibcr Ga.aaand Intelligence Narrative of Operations No. 138,

Covering period OOC1 hours to 1200 hours 15 July.Narrative ol Operations*-*
objectives fo r  a ::orce of 1$G a ircra ft. Iteathe"? o\er the targets ■was 
clear and good v is ib i l i t y  except fo r  ground has*., and successful attacks  
took place. Pu ll report of 1 S tir lin g  of 3 Group and 4 a irc ra ft  of 
4 Group and 1 Hampden of 5 Group not yet to hand.
Brcraerio
Out of 93 a irc ra ft  detailed, 61 attacked carp ris in g  23 W ellingtons o f 
1 Group, 22 Wellingtons of 3 Group and 16 Whitleys of 4 Group, Although 
weather was bad up to the neighbourhood of Bremen over the target i t  was 
clear except fo r  haze which hampered exact pinpointing. A good load o f  
bomb3 were dropped and at 0215 hours the whole town was reported ablaze  
with several la rg e  f ir e s  and many smaller ones. Those increased u n t il  
they could be seen as fa r  as twenty miles West of Wilhelmshaven, a lso  
fo r  forty  miles distant from the target.
Hanover.
Main Railway S tations. Out o f 65 a ir c r a ft  deta iled  fox' th is  a id in g  point 
51 a ir c r a ft  attacked th is  area consisting o f 4 S t ir lin g s  and 1 W ellington  
o f 3 Group, 13 H a lifa x  o f  4  Group, and 33 Hrmpdcns o f 5 Group, ik good 
barb load was dropped amongst which wore 5 X if,000 lb  three o f these 
b ig  ones caused t e r r i f i c  bu rsts  fo llowed by la rg e  f i r e s .  Many other 
f i r e s  were reported and the target area wa3 l e f t  ab laze.
Continental Guiniwerke (Choi.iical Factory) Out o f l<f W ellingtons o f  4  
Group deta iled  11 a ir c r a ft  attacked, one s tick  fa l l in g  d ire o t ly  on the 
target fo llow ed immediately by vast green explosion  and reddish f i r e s .  
Other bombs f e l l  in  immediate v ic in ity  o f the aiming point.
Rotterdam Docks.
Out of 9 a ir e m ft  de ta iled  J W ellingtons of 1 Group, 2 W ellingtons o f  
3 Group and 2 W ellingtons o f A Group attacked. Bursts were seen on the 
West edge o f Wallhaven and South o f Moarhaven* 
a lte rn a t iv e  targets attacked
1 Group
Believed Delr.ionhorst, an aerodrome South East Bremen area and the 
Railway S tation  at Oenabruok were each bombed by  one a ir c r a ft .
3 Group
Town in  Bremen aroa (un iden tified ) by 2 a ir c r a ft .
U n iden tified  Town on B is  River by  one a ir c r a ft ,  (b e lie v ed ) Baden by case 
a i r c r a f t ,  Verdon by one a i r e m ft ,  A rdorf ^erodraae by  one a ir c r a ft  
Goods Yard Junction at Ihrhove (ZKSG 1028) by one a i r c r a f t ,  Oldenburg 
area by  one a i r c r a f t ,  paperiburg by  one a ir c r a ft  ( la rg e  f i r e  s ta rted )
Loer (b e lieved ) b^ ono a ir c r a ft .  In  add ition  two sm all merchant vesse ls  
o f the F r is ian  I s le s  wort attacked by one a ir c r a ft ,  but bomba* seen to  m i**  
and a  ship tori rtilos West o f -jnsterdma heading d<juth was bombed by  one 
a ir c r a ft  re su lts  boing unobserved. A W ellington unable to  reach i t *  
primary Bremon dropped i t s  4,000 lb  bomb on Osnubruek causing  
explosions and b luo  fla sh es .

Night 14/15 truly 0 Bremen, Hanover arid Rotterdam Docks were the main



(2)

4 Group
North West outskirts of Hanover "by one Wellington, Borkura Aerodrome by
one Wellington and Loningen by one Whitley.

by one aircraft with no results observed in all instances. 
Mining
10 Hanpdens laid nines successfully.
For details see Surarnary of Operations No. 138.

Ops.
O.D.
0.1,0. (2)
D.N.I i W  D.P.D.D.N.A.D.
D.h. S»D.M. 3. Basement* 
D.ot P,(2) 
D.S.D.(2)

5 Group
Wilhelrashaven by 2 aircraft, 
Lingen Town by one aircraft

t. Borkura Aerodrome by one aircraft, 
t, Bad Oeynhausen by one aircraft and Baden

Advance copy sent Ops,,O.D,

1st Lord. 
5th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H)
N.^.1st S.L,



SECRET MESSAGE 1652̂ /15 , July,
9- U f i

IN

Prom C. in C. South Atlantic

NAVAL CODE (j) by w/T - T/P.

Date, 16,7*41 

Reed, 0604.

sighting any aircraft or aurfa.ee ship .and then, if merchant ship 
is intercepted by British or Free French ship to attack intercepting 
ship with torpedoes. The submarine will generally be astern of 
ship being intercepted* it is possible similar instructions may 
be given to French submarines operating from Vichy French territory 
in 'Vest Africa area though no indication of this as yet. This should 
be borne in mind ond suitable tactics employed as required vrhen 
boarding such as (1) Approach from ahead or before beam, (2) Boarding 
boat dropped ahead and intercepting ship, not stopping too soon, (3) 
Intercepting drip to remain stopped as short tine as possible (4) if 
weather suitable and presence of submarine suspected boat may be towed 
by intercepting ship to some distance before being picked up, (5) 
Overtaken ship being told to steer a diverted course before being 
boarded. It will be suspicious if ship stops or reduces speed much 
a.s this nay indicate wish to remain in the vicinitv from first 
sighting.

Sec,
Nav, Sec,
N. A. 1st S»L* 
P.A.S.(S). 
Ops,(4).
0 ,D *  ̂p ) »
O, 1,0.(2). 
H ,(3 0 ) ,  
D,N,I,(4),D, o f  P . ( 3 ) ,
E .  P .S .
Ad, Chalmers,
D .A /S .V .
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BRAES O ’MAR

JACKSORA

M.M/S 34 ana 
escort H.M.T. 
RIVER ESK.

Convoy
B.B.47

S.3.
PORTHMEOR

Thames
Estuary.

New type 
mine of? 
Portland.

Operation
S.N.21.A.
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Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Air Operations. - Conta.
Trawler BRAES O ’MAR reports when 15 miles W. 
of Blaskets at 0500/8 being attacked by plane. 
No casualties no damage.
Trawler JACKSORA reports when 5 miles W. by S. 
of St. G-ovans Lightship at midnight July 5/6th 
being attacked by a Heinkel 115 plane made a 
silent approach and dropped two bombs no 
casualties no damage.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1129/15.)

Attacked 1540/14. 57° 48' N. - 1° 56’ W.
2 bombs. No help message. Both vessels 
opened fire with 0.5 M/G and 12 pounder before 
attack. This is same A/C referred to in my 
1731/14.
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 1152/15.)

Convoy B.B.47. reports being attacked in 51° 
27' 4° 41* at 1615/14. Attacking airplane 
Do.17 shot down by supporting fighters. No 
casualties. No damage.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1301/15.)

Reports being attacked and bombed by aircraft 
when 40 miles N.E. of Bishops at 0320/15.
1 slight casualty. Damaged steering gear. 
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1316/15.)

Mining.
Pour S.A. Mines 13/7 detonated as follows. 
(Capt. M/S 1241B/15.)
Explosions off Clacton 14/7, 15/7. Details. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 1847B/15.)

Sweepers report cutting new type mine in position 
180°. Portland Bill 4 miles at 1210. Convoy 
W.P.4 diverted to southwards.
(P.O.I.C. Portland, 1245B/15.)
My 1245B/15. Request danger area may be 
declared 6 miles radius round position 6 miles 
180° Portland Bill.
(P.O.I.C. Portland, 1322B/15 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth.)

Departure TEVIOTCBANK, CASTLETON, and SCOTT. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Z.A., 2257/15.)
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HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Intelligence.
My 1551/11. Details of sinking of 3 Southbound 
German Transports off Olana 9/6.
(N.A. Stockholm, 1541/14.)

TIRPITZ located in floating dock at Kiel on 
12/7. (D.D.I.C. 2013B/15 to A.L.U.S.N.A. )

Technical.
Request you will provide an oiler and arrange 
for fuelling at sea trials^tp-lje carried out by 
PRINCESS ASTRID and PRIN8ES^CHARLOTTE also 
ROYAL ULSTERMAN when available.
(D.O.D.(H) 1105B/15 to P.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Casualties and Defects.
Intercept 0259 G.M.T. GIRL PAT '’Have had 
collision with IRIS all crew picked up. We 
are returning to Clyde at slow speed making 
water forward slightly request tug position 
128° 4 miles distant from Plaada. 0355 Ends” . 
(C. in C. W.A. 0459/15.)

Has been in collision and has sunk other ship. 
She is leaking forward and is returning to 
harbour with survivors.
(N.S.O. Greenock, 0700B/15.)

S. S. IRIS (Swedish) in Convoy W.N. 53 stink in 
collision with BLUE RANGER. Latter leaking 
returned to Greenock with IRIS survivors. Not 
possible to dock her in Clyde area. (N.C.S.O. 
Clyde 0536/15, N.C.S.O. Greenock 0700B/15, 
0954B/15, 1029/15, 1311/15, C. in C. W.A. No
T. 0.0. , P.O.I.C. Glasgow, 2142B/15.)

/irtPirti-
Sunk in collision with unknown vessel in dense 
fog 55° 5* N. 5° 24' W. All boats accounted 
for. (P.O.I.C. Greenock, 0607/15, 0958B/15, 
1143/15, 1804B/15, SALVONIA 1030B/15,
C.O. PRINCE PHILIPPE in SALVONIA 1130B/15.)

* 2 - * - * -  fj XStj

Paroese Pishing smack ashore 0222/15 Cairnbulg. 
Crew taken off by Fraserburgh lifeboat. 
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 0900/15.)

/s e a m a n
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HOME COMMANDS.

Casualties and Defects - Conta.

Ashore on rocks 2 miles South Carnlough Bay 
1340B/15 damaged. Towed to Larne.
(C.G. Port Patrick Radio, 1406/15, P.O.I.C. 
Greenock, 1557B/15, SEAMAN 1755B/15.)

Refloating. Stern frame broken propeller 
damaged hull not leaking.
(Port Patrick W/T, 1530B/15.)

Shipping and Convoys.

Following are revised or existing abbreviations 
for ocean convoys
O.N. (Supersedes O.B.) - Northbound 9 kt. 
convoys to North America and West Indies.
O.N. (S) - 7-g kts. as above.
O.S. - Southbound 9 kt. convoys to West Africa 
including sections for West Indies and South 
Atlantic ports.
O.G. - Outward 7i knots convoys to Gibraltar 
including sections for South Atlantic ports.H.X. - 9 kt. homeward convoys from Canada.
S.C. - 7j knots homeward convoys from Canada.
S.L. - 7-i knots homeward convoys from West Africa.
H.G. - 7\ knots homeward convoys from Gibraltar.
Note: Speeds given are the minimum speeds of
ships to be included in convoys and must not be 
taken as speeds of advance.
(D.T.D. 0019B/15 to H.Q.F.C., H.Q. C.C.)

Ref. C.B. 04024(40) Art. 98 (b) and (c) except 
as mentioned below, ships in the various portions 
of a convoy are to keep "Shore Time" as at their 
respective ports of departure from the time of 
sailing until joining the other sections, after 
which the Commodore should periodically adjust 
the "Convoy Time" by signal. In the case of 
H.X. and S.C. convoys, ships in all portions 
are to keep Halifax time until junction with 
the Commodore’s section. When passing through 
the tropics, Commodores should adjust "Convoy 
Time" so as to make the maximum use of daylight. 
(D.T.D. 0202B/15 to A.I.G.26, A.I.G.19.)

Your 1812/9. Arrangements for 2-aay cycle.
(C. in C.Portsmouth,1125/15 to C. in C.Plymouth.)

/Service
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SECRET HS5/X5th July IN
POSTAGRAM

From: Date 16.7,4-1,
Commander in Chief Portsmouth

Reed: 2100

Addressed: C in C Plymouth repeated Admiralty (F.0„2oC,
Falmouth F .u .I.C , Portland, II,0,1,0, Dartmouth 
Ao 0r> G, 10 Group, A ,0,0, 10 Group, ,
0205(D) /513 '

565po Your 1818/9

."la Every endeavour w i l l  bo made to conform to your 
proposals fo r  a 2-day cycle.

Fu ll use w i l l  be made o f the Portland 1/8 trawlers which 
have frequently been used to supplement the Portsmouth Yachts, 
More Chasseurs arc now availab le and i t  is  anticipated that 
escorts to Dartmouth could be maintained.

2. ( i )  I t  is ,  however, considered that there w i l l  bo no_ 
appreciable increase in to ta l discharge at th is end, as, though 
a t"present 50% o f the ships unloading at Portsmouth, Southampton 
and Cowes get turned round and s a i l  in the fo llow ing convey on a 
3 day cycle, few, i f  any, w i l l  get turned round bn a 2-day cycle,

( i i )  Moreover, the speeding up o f the convoy w il l  put 
a considerable strain  on the master: and crews, the available 
timo in harbour at ports o f c a ll being la rge ly  taken up with 
berthing, unmooring and attending conferences.

4, With reference to my 1443/21/6, and your 1730/26/6.
The introduction o f a 2-day cycle mokes i t  the more desirable to 
have Service Commodores, fo r  there is  a natural tendency fo r  the 
N.C.S 0. at each port to s e lec t a master who has proved to be a 
competent Commodore fo r  th is duty on every occasion fo r  which 
he is  ava ilab le . This puts a heavy stra in  on him fo r  which he 
receives no additional remuneration.

1125/15.

1st Lord,
1st s L
VeC.N* 8,
A® C a N a iS*.(H ) D.A/S.W
AoCall. iS .(T ) ( 2) O .I,Ca .(.2>
N b Is t S,L.
Ops (4' I.M.UoG*
O.D (5; 
O.J . 8,

|
M ( 2)
D o f ?  (3 )

D.11,1,1[4 ) D o f 0*1), (2 )
D .?aP ,(
J ,T ,J .(4 • C.W. ( 2)
D o f S,18?, DPP, 3, (2 )
1. 1% (31 D .of S *2A.

/ proposal 
Convoy

o f two day 
cycle.
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15.7.1941, 
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS-
Shipping and Convoys - Conta.
Your 2006B/14. Concur that ships should cross 
unescorted as convenient. Considered that day 
passages are preferable as air protection can 
be provided and that night passages in full 
moonlight should be avoided.
(C. in C. W.A. 1215B/15 to Aamty.)

Amended route owing to U/B. Prom K steer for
N, omitting L ana M.
(C. in C. W.A. 1558B/15 to Escorts of 0.G.68.)
O. G.68 Ref. W A C I Part 132 Para. 10.
Commodore has been instructed that if numbers 
warrant and sufficient escort are in company 
S.O. of Escort in consultation Commodore has 
discretion to detach an escort with ships bound 
for Portuguese or Spanish Ports W. of Gibraltar 
so as to arrive off Cape St. Vincent after dark. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1822B/15 to HYDRANGEA.)

Congratulations on bringing safely to U.K. all 
ships of your convoy H.X.135.
(C. in C. W.A. 1643B/15 to Vice Aam. L.L.P. 
Willan.)
Numbers and cargoes, (D.S. 678.)



17U53/15 July
SECRET MESSAGE OUT
To 0. in G. Homo Fleet. 716 

N. S.H.Q. Ottawa. 950.
Dato 15. 7o 1+1

How Zoaland Naval Board 341*
Naval Attache, Y/ashington.
F.0,0. North Atlantic. 612,
Cv xr, C.South Atlantic. 592.
N. 0,1.0, Simons town, 530.
a.A, South America Division 229.
O. in C. America and West Indies. 266, 
Australian Commonwoalth Naval Board \\J2a 
C, in 0. China.. 36 2 0
C, in G. East Indies. 13h*

From Admira 11y,
NITE----My 1739B/8.
ATIANTIC,.

U.S, PRESIDENT HAYES circled at high speed by unknown 1 2 ,0 0 0  
ton ship 28th June 29 dogs 30* N. 67 dogs 3 0 * W, May have heon 
harmless, but ST. LINDSAY ovorduo Trinidad and SUSAN MASR3K 
ovcrduo Curacao should have boon in this area. Therefore 
possible that a raidor has boon operating in North Atlantic,

No information about Raider G (No, 16) but boliovcd to 
be still in South Atlantic.
INDIAN OCEAN

MAREE3A and Yugo-Slav VELNBIT are seriously overdue.
Though both vossels old and may have boon lost in rocont bad 
‘woathcr, it must bo assunod that a raidor was in tho vicinity 
of 8 dogs N 88 dogs E on 26th June.

Prisoners of war havo stated that a raidor, apparently No. 1+6 
(see my 2217B/11+/5 and 161+9B/13/6) though they gave numbor as 
L\5, was in Indian Ocean. As this raidor had had no success i t 
would nrocood to 3. Australia, Now Zealand, Panama, and back to 
£. Atlantic via Gapo Horn. This information is gradod B.3.

Information gradod B.2. has been received that Raidor G 
'No. 16) visited Kerguelen, probably for two or threo weeks 
5ecomber - January for refit and supplios.

Naval Code (j)

171+51/15

D.D. I.C. (Croon Line 8 ).
Appr0vcd A. C.N. S. (F)
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FOREIGN STATIONS
t

15.7.19U1.Tuesday-

North Atlantic-Contd.
One or two enemy A/C approached Gibraltar 
shortly after 0001A/15* Apparently no 
bombs dropped on Rock or in Harbour, but 
possible from unconfirmed reports that 
objects fell in the sea off Eastern Beach 
La Linea. (F.O.C.N.A. 1728/15 to Admty.)

South Atlantic
Buenos Aires reports ERLANGEN idle all 
day 11+-/7 strong S.E. gale prevents sailing. 
Italian FORTUNSTELLA received orders to 
delay departure indefinitely. (S.O.I. 
Montevideo, 0117Z/15 to S.O.I. Freetown etc)

A corrupt SSSS distress message was 
intercepted by Freetown W/T Station at 
OU16Z/15 "torpedoed” being the only word 
received. Any ship having intercepted 
further details is to report forthwith by 
W/T. (C. in C. S.A. 1038N/15 to S.A. Stn.) 
Your 1038^5* Following was made by 
LADY SOMERS 37° 12’ N., 20° 32’ torpedoed 0M0/15. (D.c. 2329B/15 to C. in C. S.A.) 
See also U-Boat Campaign.

Take no further action on my 1558 13th. 
(F.O.I.C. Simonstown 1137B/U+ to Admty.)

Loading resumed and if work continues 
at present speed ship should be fully 
loaded by middle of next week. (N.C.S.O.
Rio de Janeiro 1150/15 to 3.0.(l) Freetown)

Overdue shipping SANDY HOOK due Capetown 
11th from Colombo not arrived. (S.O.I. 
Capetown 1Lj-12B/15 to Admty. etc.) p. 3 0 G •

/Vichy S/M's..
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FOREIGN STATIONS

15.7.U1.Tuesday

South Atlantic-Contd.
Orders to attack intercepting ships. 
Tactics to be employed against them.
(C. in C. S.A. I6 5Z4N/I5 to S.A. Station) See Lion Copy.

My 1616N/12 and your 1709B/14. Confirm 
UFFINGTON COURT arrived 12/7.. Understood 
DARLINGTON COURT torpedoed in May.
(S.O.I. Freetown, 1630N/15 to Admty.)

Vichy Merchant Ship trading in West Indies 
and to Cayenne is not to be interfered 
with unless she proceeds to a port outside 
French Guiana. Ship has gone to Para 
and is to be intercepted if met. (C. in C. 
S.A. 1833N/15 to CILICIA amended, 0 9 M / 1 6 )  
My 1833/15» CILICIA is on patrol in H33D 
and I33B (C. in C. S.A. 2329N/15 to C. in 
C. A.W.I.J

Have you any news? Sailed Duala 15/6 
for Port Gentil. (D. T. D. 19U9B/15 to 
N.C.S.O. Freetown) Reply 1612/17.

Rio de Janeiro reports has resumed loading 
and shouh. be completed by middle of next 
week. (S.O.I. Montevideo 2008Z/15 to S.A.D)

A.M. ^2k9/U■• The six’Master* aircraft 
must be discharged at Capetown instead of 
Durban. Vessel should be detached from 
convoy to fuel and discharge aircraft at 
Capetown, and sail unescorted to R/V with 
convoy off Durban. (D. O.D. (F) 2206b/1 5 to 
C. in C. S.A. )

QUEEN OF BERMUDA has now been on patrol 
off Lobito since 3/7 to intercept Vichy 
GASCON to implement your 1930/25/6. Ship 
shows no sign of leaving and Consul Loanda 
reports waiting difficulties over payment 
for bunkers. Intend QUEEN OF BERMUDA 
Who will soon want fuel shall leave for 
Capetown 16/7. (C. in C. S.A., 2225N/15 to 
Admty.) Orders to QUEEN OF BERMUDA (C. in C 
S.A. 2351N/1 5)

/NORDERNEY...



SECRET MESSAGE 1652^/15. July,
MM

IN

From C. in C. South Atlantic,

NAVAL CODE (j) by Y//T - T/P.

Date, 16,7,41 

Reed, 0604,

Addressed S»i.»3» Squadron, Repeated C, in C, East Indies, Aduiralty, 

IMPORTANT.

signting any aircraft or surface ship and then, if merchant ship 
is intercepted by British or Pree prcnch ship to attack intercepting 
sbip with torpedoes, The submarine will generally be astern of 
ship being intercepted. It is possible similar instructions m y  
be given to French submarines operating from Vichy French territory 
in V/est Africa area though no indication of this as yet, tM s should 
be borne in mind and suitable tactics employed as required when 
boarding such as (1) Approach from ahead or before beam, (2) Boarding- 
boat dropped ahead and intercepting ship, not stopping too soon, (3) 
Intercepting ship to remain stopped as short tine as possible (4) If 
weather suitable and presence of submarine suspected boat may be towed 
by intercepting ship to some distance before being picked up, (5)
Over tarCen ship being told to steer a diverted course before being 
boarded. It will be suspicious if ship stops or reduces speed much 
e.s this may indicate wish to remain in the vicinitv from ^irst 
sighting.

Sec,
Nav. Sec,
N, A, 1st S*L» 
P.A.S.(S). 
Ops,(4).
0 *DQ { 5 J  9

O, 1 ,C.(2). 
H,(30),
D,N,T, (4) *
D. o f P ,(3 ),
E. P.S.
Ad, Chalmers,
D.A/S.V.
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South Atlantie-Contd
NORBERNEY 
(German}

My 2052/8 same source states sailing delayed 
owing to presence of small warship off port 
reported by Condor plane. (S.Oil', Montevideo
O O C C I 7  /- l  c + «  -n a a A ta \ L  ^2255Z/15 to R.A.S.A.D. )

CRITON
Tsunk 21/6 )21/6) dated 6/7 states (1 ) Vessel was ’Captured’ at

Letter received from Capt. Dobeson SS CRITON

,Y CastijE noon G.M.T. on 21/6 (2) All crew safe uninjured 
ink 3/5) ~~ and interned at Conakry, ( k )  WRAY CASTLE’s and

CRITON’s papers lost. No details of capture 
and sinking given. (S.OJ(l} Freetown, 2331N/15 
to Admty.)

Mediterranean

Can approx, date for FORMIDABLE leaving 
Mediterranean be given?(lst S.L. 0017/15 to 
C. in C. Med.)

full speed but speed may be reduced if 
flooding extends. Ships are up to programme 
time at present. Request fighter protection 
at dawn. (R.A.D. Med. 01+10/15 to N.O.I.C. 
Alexandria)

P. C. and S. of enemy (5 merchant vessels,
6 destroyers) are 35*05 N., 12.06 E. 31+0° 10 
knots, (^ed. A/C Duty T 0725/15) (S.O. (S) Malta, 
1135B/15 to S/M’s.)

Orders for return. U-Boats are known to be 
operating between Tobruk and Alexandria. 
(Capt. S.1. 0921C/15 to RORQUAL)

VENDETTA Damaged alongside pier. At present capable of

/Benghazi
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Benghazi and 
Bardia Bombed.

LEANDER

Syria

HASTY, NIZAM.

N.O.I.C.
Syrian Ports

D. E. M. S.

JERVIS

SALVIA 
M.L. 1032 
CARLISLE

Malta Raids
Attack on 
Convoy

Messina
bombed.

FOREIGN STATIONS

15.7.1941.
Tuesday

Mediterranean-Contd.
Ops Summary No 400. Night 13/14.
18 Wellingtons bombed Benghazi Harbour.
2 Wellingtons bombed Bardia results unobserved 
(H.Q. , R.A.F. M.E. 1026/15)

Sail 1630/15 to arrive Haifa 0900/16 and act under orders C.S. 7* (C. in C. Med. 1153C/15 to LEANDER)

Protocols Nos 1 and 2. (C. in C. M.E. to W.0. 
1204/15, 1230/15, 1412/15) See Lion Copy.

Carrying out A/S search between 033° 45' N. and 
034° 10’ N., and 035° 05’ E., and 005° 32’ E. 
during night of 15/16 keeping not less than 
5 miles off Syrian Coast. (C.S. 7. 1257C/15 
to C. in C. Med. etc.)
Captain Morse has assumed duties of N.0. in 
Charge Syria Pprts with H.Q. at Naval Base, 
Beirut. (N.O.I.C. Syria Ports, 1330C/15 to 
C. in C. Med.)

Your 1104Z/26. Intend Captain of D.E. M. S. Port 
Said should proceed to Aden to discuss and agree 
details of co-operation between E. Med and E.I. 
D.E.M.S. organization. (C. in C. Med., 1331C/15 
to C. in C. E.I.,)

My 1359/13. JERVIS is to leave Alexandria at 
1500/16 to arrive Haifa 0800/17 and act under 
orders of P.O.C. 7 C.S. who is requested to 
sail one destroyer to arrive Alexandria 0700/18. 
R.A. (D) Med. 1513C/15 to Capt. D. 14)

Take M.L. 1032 under your orders and at 1800 
sail for R/V with CARLISLE off Beirut at 0530C/16 
If end of searched channel has not been signalled 
make for 315° Ras Beirut Light 7 miles (N.O.I.C. 
Famagusta, 1 758C/15 to SALVIA)

C.S.R. Malta. Night 14/15* 3 Raids, 1 5  houses 
destroyed, no casualties.15/7 off Tripoli, three 
Blenheims attacked convoy. 1 M.V. 8000 tons hit 
amidships with 2500 lb bomb, causing fires and 
smoke and an explosion another M. V. 8000 tons was 
hit in bows. 1 ship claimed totally destroyed and 
another damaged. 8 Wellingtons attacked Docks 
at Messina, night 14/15 with 3000 lb. G.P. 6 
blast bombs and 3,500 incendiaries. (H.Q. Malta 
1931/15)

/A/C Attack



MEJJoAGjS \2Qk/li:\ July
IN

Prom C. in Q.Middle East Date 15.7.41 
Reed. 1330.

CIPHER
Addressed 'Jar Office repeated C. in C• Mediterranean.

27205 0/01877 Cipher 15/7
Syria. Protocol No.l. Confidential and not for 

publication.

Protocol No.l. With reference to clause 0 of the 
Convention. It is agreed between General Gir Henry Maitland 
Wilson G.B.E. K.C.B. D.G.O. Gen. Officer Commanding in Chief 
of the Allied Forces in Palestine and Syria and General dc 
Verdillac, Commun&or of the Legion of Honour, Deputy Commander 
in Chief of the French Troops in Syria, that (a) there will be 
no -personal contact between French and Allied individuals in 
order to influence the free choice of French military personnel 
(b) the Allied authorities may use pamphlets wireless and loud 
speakers for dissemination of their point of view (c) the choice 
of alternatives will be made by the individual himself without 

any sort of pressure (d) the assistance of British Officers may 
be invoked by the French authorities if considered necessary. 
Signed H.Maitland Wilson General Officer Commanding in Chief 
Allied Forces in Palestine and Syria. Deputy Commander in Chief: 
the French troops in Syria signed de Verdillac. Ends.
Pass to Foreign Office,

120V 15
Rood, from. V.O. 2105/16

1st Lord 
1st G.L
2nd 3.L

D.N.I.(4)

Contro-11 or 
Vico L >trollor

parl.Gec,
Civil Lord
Controller (M.3.H.) (London) 
Sec.
Nav. See.
N.-i. 1st G.LP. a. s. (s)
Q. D.
Ops.

Admiral Bellairs 
Admiral Chalmers 
D.N.-uD 
Air Branch 
D.C.O
a.D.T.S.D.(C.O)
D. N.S.(C.O)
E. P.S
N.A*(f ) 2nd S.L 
D.E.b’.D. (3)
D.P.D 
W.D - 
I.P.(3)



MESSAGE 1230/15th July 
Date 15,7.41

IN

From C. in C, Middle East Reed. 1420
CIPHER

Addressed The War Office, repeated 0, in C, i-*cditerrsnoon. 

MOST IMMEDIATE

0/81883 cipher 15/7.
Syria, Following is protocol No. 2 and may "be 

published. As protocol ITo. 1 is not for publication protocol 
llo, 2, when published should omit the words No, 2,

l^UJLVJJL i. w  lib U i y l i  V  -  W W W -  W  ------ ~  .Civil and Military Cabinets, and of the Direction of Political 
Affairs. The Financial Adviser. The Economic Adviser.
The Legislative Adviser, The Delegates and Assistant Delegates 
of tho High Commissioner. The Administrative Advisers,
The Officers, on the Active List, of the Commissariat (Supplies) 
Special Service Officers. French Officials of the Surete (CID) 
and Police and Gendarmerie, All other Officials are considered 
to be Officials of Technical Services, Signed II. Maitland 
Wilson General Officer Commanding in Chief Allied Forces in 
Palestine and Syria* Signed Deputy Commander in. Chief The 
French Troops in Syria De Verdiliac. 14 July, 1941, Ends.
Pass to Foreign Office.

Pari.Sec.
Civil Lord
Controller (M.3.R.) (London) 
Sec.
Nav.Sec,
IT.A. 1st S.L.
P.A.S.(S)

D.IT. 1.(4) 
v,1.0,(3)
D. of ?.(3)M. ( 6)
Admiral Bcllaira Admiral Chalmers 
D .N .A , D »
Air Branch

27206

Begins, With reference to para. 9 of the convention 
the following are considered to be* executive officials, The^ 
Chief Secretary of the High Commissioner, The members of the

1230/15
Advance copy to O.D. M, 

Received from War Office 2105/16

Cont oiler 
Vice Controller

1st Lord Da C. 0 .
A .D .T .S .D , (C .O . )
D. N.E, (C.O.)
E. P.S.
N.A,(F) 3 S.L, 
D.E.W.D. (3 )
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R e e d ,  1545

A d d r e s s e d  The War O f f i c e ,  r e p e a t e d  C. in  C. M e d i t e r r a n e a n .

MOST IMMEDIATE 
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ray 0 / 8 1 8 7 7 .

P a r a .  (A ) o f  P r o t o c o l  N o. 1 was r e s u l t  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
b e tw e e n  C a t r o u x  and Do V e r d i l l a c .  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  w i l l  
c o n s - ir lo r  m at.tor  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  P a s s  t o  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e .

1412/15
Rece ived  from. V/aP O f f i c e  2105/16

1 s t  Lord  
1 s t  S .L .
2nd S . L .
C o n t r o l l e r  
V i c e  C o n t r o l l e r  
4th S .L .
5th  S .L .
V.C.IT.S.
A .C .N .S . ( l l )
a . o . n . s . J f )
A .C .E .S . (T ) (2 )
P a r i . S e c .
C i v i l  Lord
C o n t r o l l e r  (M .S .R . )  (London)
Sec.
N av,See .
N .  / . . 1 s t  S .L .
P . A . S . ( S )
O. D.(5)
O p s . (4 )
D .N .I .C 4 )
0 .  1 . C . ( 3 )
D. o f  P . ( 3 )
M . (G)
Admiral B e r l a i r s  
Admiral ChaLicrs 
D.N.A.D.
A i r  Branch 
D . C , 0 ,
A . D .T .S .D , ( C .O . )
D .N .E . (C .O . )
L . P . S .
N. A . ( F )  2nd S .L.
D,E.T7.D.(3)
D.P.D.
W.D.
1 .  P . ( 3 )

k
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

15.7.1941.
Tuesday.

Medlterranean-Contd.
Following has been read. Mersa Matruh from ? ? ? 
3 JAS. Am being bombed, position 32.13 N.
25.21 E. (Nore W/T, 1935/15.)

Situation 1900C/15. No mines detonated, 
navigation proceeding throughout Canal and at 
terminal ports subject to Minesweeping.
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal, 1939C/15 to C. in C. Med.)

TORBAY sank 5 out of 6 sailing vessels encountered 
in 3 days between Nauplia and Crete. Main 
merchant ship traffic lane is between Naxos and 
Mykoni. Germans found in sailing vessels are 
armed, one ship opened fire with heavy machine 
gun but missed, one German attempted to throw 
a hand grenade. (Capt. S.l. 2009C/15 to TETRARCH, 
OSIRIS) W.D. Note. Summary of TORBAY’s patrol 
report. (C. in C. Med. 2054C/16.)

Admty. 1127/29. Following are ny proposals 
on para. 5 (C. in C. Med. 2041C/15 to Admty.) 
See Lion Copy.

? Arrived 14/7. (Barcelona T.H.I. 2100/15.)

British ships of more than 5000 tons gross should 
not proceed to Turkish Ports in present circum
stances. (C. in C. Med. 2115C/15 to M. of W.T.)

H.Q., P. and T.J. advise aerial demonstration 
over part of Syria will take place 16/6.(details) 
(N.O.I.C. Haifa, 2120/15 to N.O.I.C.Beyrout etc.)

Admty. 2012/14. Arrangements are being made for 
monster liners to be at Suez Bay one at a time 
for one daylight period only. Watering, fuelling 
and cargo discharging will be carried out at a 
Southern anchorage. Other ships over 15,000 
will be under weigh South of Suez during darkness 
returned to anchorage after dawn. Orders already 
given that not more than four personnel ships and 
eight store cargo ships were to be in Suez 
working cargo at one time, and in no case more th 
35 ships of all descriptions. It appears that 
this order had not been rigidly adhered to and 
I am enquiring into the reason, (c. in C. Med. 
2127C/15 to Admty.) £* tU  £ * * /m'/r

/Russian



M E S S A G E

Prom Rar R eg istry Dato 21*7, 41,

CORRECTION RECEIVED 0508/21

/
.0,* ^  c .  M editorraicon ’ s 2041C/15 ~ r o  Greek destroyers

H
In  paragraph 6 p lease read re feren ce  as " ly  1IHL 29th May

paragraph 5 " .

1 st Lord 
1st S*L, 
2nd 3.L» 
3rd S*L. 
7.C .N .S.

•D.O.D.(P).

Duty Captain 
D»D*I«C.(2 ) .

N«A»(p) 2 S*L* 
D, o f  D*
D> o f  P * (2 ). 
Head o f  M (12).

Admiral Herman Hodge*
Deputy C on tro ller  )
Sub, war R eg istry  ) Eat*1 courier,.

u /

/  Most Secret d is tr ib u tio n  

is R e s tr ic te d  socre t d istr ib u tion ,

N.A, 1st S*L* 
D .O.D. (H).
d , d . o. d . ( h) .
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From C. in C» Mediterranean

2M£.(/15 July IN 
Date 16. 7* 41* 

Rood, 0740

NAVAL CYPHER ,D » BY CABLE
Addressed admiralty, repeated G* in C* East Indies, F.0.C,R. I.N., 

3«N,0* Red Sea,

SxPORTANT
Your 1127/29th to C* in C» Mediterranean only#

The following arc ray proposals on paragraph (five),

1, Reference (a ) Greek Destroyers SEET8AI, QUEEN OLGA, 
K0ND0URI0TI3,in-that order to fit A/S and refit one at a tine at 
Calcutta, Greek Destroyer SFETSAI to arrive Calcutta about 
14 August* Greek Destroyers AET03,IERAX^PANTHER,fit j'/S and refit 
Calcutta after first three are completed, Greek Destroyer SPETSAI 
and KONDOURIOTIS can only steam 10 thousand miles before 
(?remetalling) of "a" becomes neoossary. Grook Destroyers •
AETOS, IERAX ̂ ANTHER, havo endurance of 1200 miles and would have 
to fuel between Aden and India,

Cv Reference (b), Greek Repair Ship HE^HIESTOS,
Greek D«e4r'oyer G3R)RGI0S AVEROFE, One Greek SMteiarine ItATSONIS - ’
Class Submarine, and one Greek Dcstrcyor, NIKI class Torpedo Boat 
to proceed to Port Said from Suez to refit in a few days' tine# ' - 
The S/M and Torpedo Boat would subsequently require docljLng at • - 
Aden* Remaining Greek KATSONIS class S/Ms and NIKI class Torp'cdo * •
Boats to follow sane programme an completion of first batch,

3# Reference (c). The prosent arrangements of using 
resources of H.H.S. KEMJAY with s.s, (?corrupt group) 4 S T' B A • > 
as depot ships is satisfactory and will bo continued, ■ V * -

4* Reference (d), Greek flWtooyor GIORGIOS ai/ERCFF to -
berth at Port Sudan where she rail (?assist) in the repair 
maintenance. Boiler requirements will be forwarded soparatoly.

5* Reference (o). Consider it would be worth fitting A/S 
in all 6 destroyers and all 3 torpedo boats. Sets are already on board (?,) 
but not fitted in Greek destroyer QUEEN OLGA or Greek Destroyers- 
SPETSAI , AET0S, PANTHER and SPI3END0NI, Sets aro required for Greek 
Destroyers IERAX, NIKI, ASPIS and K0ND0URICTIS,

6, Reference (f). Reply has been already sent in ny 1101 29th 
^uwr-para, 5* *

7* (3) Yes, • -
0, Rcforenoe (h) details havo boon sent by air mail, see 

Med, 597/398/2 of 29th May 1941*
9, Reference (i)* Serving Greek warships are fit to operate 

ccccopt GIORGIOS AVER0FF duo to boiler defect and SH3END0NI and KA3$NIS 
v/ho must first refit. The remainder noed fitting with anti-aircraft 
guns before operating in waters where there is any scale of air attack 
and the standard of training of submarines make it desirable that they 
serve at present in a'relatively quiet aroa,
10, The Greek Minister of Marine is not at present desirous that 
IEPuJC, A2T0S, PANTHER should make journeys ’to Calcutta cn account

of/....
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Russian 
Eastern Forces

CARLISLE
Beyrout

Bosforo
Italian

kSituation 
Report 87«

IRIS

War Imports 
Iran.

1 5 . 7 . 1 9 M ?  ^  ®
Tuesday

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean-Contd

Anxious to send a military mission to H. Q., 
Russian Far Eastern Forces. Russians Before 
agreeing will probably suggest reciprocal action 
and ask to send a Russian mission to G. H. Q. M. E.' 
Please consult C. in C. Med. and A.O.C. in C. 
and cable views?. (W.O. 2135/15 to C. in C.,M.E.)

Following is revised instruction for entering 
Beyrout. (Syrian Port, 2137C/15 to CARLISLE)

Leaves Naples shortly and will pass through 
033° 06 * 020° 16 f at 0630C/19 to arrive 
Benghazi 1200C/19. Torpedo boat will make A/S 
search off Benghazi p.m./l8 and R/V with 
BOSFORO in above position. There will be A/S 
air search along line of approach a.m./l8 and 
A/S and fighter patrols from dawn/19* (Capt.
S. 1. 21U1C/15 to TAKU)

CARLISLE and minesweepers with Naval base party 
enter Beirut a.m/l6. My 23^6/1 U- LEANDER has 
left Alexandria to join. C. S. 7 at Haifa. PERTH 
has returned to Alexandria with C.S. 15
2. Canal Area. Some movement in Canal today 
15th. Ships being swept through.
3. Western Desert. VENDETTA slightly damaged 
in Tobruk harbour, returning to Alexandria.
(C. in C. Med. 2311C/15 to Admty.)

East Indies
Overdue shipping. Greek IRIS left Aden 21/6 
for Mombasa notarrived. (S.O.I. Colombo, 05^6z/15 
to Admty.)

SS STEEL MAKER ex New York arrives Karachi 1 k /7  
en route Bandar Shahpur with trucks and 
mechanical transport parts consigned Ministry 
of Finance, Tehran. Emphasize continued 
shipment warlike stores to Iran constitutes 
increasing potential danger. Request you press 
for formulation of definite policy.
(C. in C. India, 0830/13 to W.O.)

/Indian.
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Indian
Ocean"

Risk to
Troopships^,
Suez.
UTS7 11 A.

KIRRIEMOOR

SIKIANG

15.7.191+1.Tuesday

FOREIGN STATIOKS

East Indies-Contd.
Proposals in event of war with Japan. (D. of 
L.D. , 11571/15 to P. O.C.R. I.N.) See Operations 
Volume.

Admty. 2012/11+ (see Mediterranean)
(1) Sweeping operations to assure safety from 
Coral Pinnacles in anchorage West of Ashrafi 
are proceeding. Weather conditions will 
probably render Abu Zanima latitude 029° more 
suitable as a waiting or transhipment anchorage 
and a similar sweep will be made there.
Latter place has been favourably reported on by 
CITY OP NEWCASTLE and is recommended by Masters 
in preference to anchorages 3 (b) and (c) of my 
1500/20/6.
(2) Re M.W.T. Middle East 1935/H+, not to Admty., 
Aden is unsuitable as a waiting port for big 
ships except MAURETANIA (see my 0800/8/1+)
(3) Consider it desirable U.S. 11 A  should be 
accompanied through Red Sea by H.M. ship for 
communication purposes on passage and at 
anchorage. Could you spare CALEDON or other 
ship with naval cypher for this purpose?
(1+) I have no A. A. ship for protection of 
anchorage if this is considered necessary.
(5) Intend sending STAGPOOL to Suez in readiness 
to water ships at anchorage if required.
(C. in C. E.I., 1250Z/15 to C. n C. Med.)
Reply to (3) concurring (C. in C. Med., 1 b02/l6)

Your 091+0Z/7. Request KIRRIEMOOR be sailed as 
convenient for Trincomalee to await further 
instructions. (A.C.N. S./P 221+2B/15 to C. in C. 
E.I. )

China
Your 1031B/11+. Departure of S^KIAN^has already 
been reported see C/S 07592/13/6 •*Decoux stated 
that he could not hold ship up indefinitely 
while awaiting Admiralty reply which was not 
made till 28/6 ship being due to sail 1 5 /6. 
Necessary action is being taken to delay vessel 
at Sourabaya if she has not already left.
Decoux has not yet replied to terms of Admty. 
2206/28/6. Presumably ship will require to 
discharge Saigon now before returning Durban for 
troops unless Decoux decided to send another 
ship. (C. in C. China, 01+19Z/15 to Admty.) 
and 021U+Z/13/7.

/Shipp ing,
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D'ARTAGNAN 
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C.I.P.
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Canadian 
M.T.B’sl

VAN KINSBERGEN

AURANIA

C._I. P. 
French.
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China-Contd.
Cancel my 0329/13/3* British and Allied 
Merchant ships over i+000 tons are not to he 
allowed north of Hong Kong for present.
These instructions do not apply to Dutch who 
are making their own arrangements.
(C. in C. China 0511Z/15 to N.O.I.C. Hong Kong 
S.O.I. Shanghai)

Arrivals 15/7. FRANCOIS fiD, MARECHAL JOFFRE 
Departures LlCCONTE DE LISLE (N.C.S.O. Manila, 
0721Z/15 to M. of W.T.)

F. 0. telegram 151 to Batavia (N. T. in W. R. ) 
not understood D ’ARTAGNAN arrived Manila 12/7 
and all evidence here shows she intends to 
continue trading on China coast.
(C. in C. China, 0853Z/15 to Admty.) (Reply:- 
0206/17)

America & West Indies
St. Thomas departure p.m/14 Martinique.
(S.O.I. Kingston, IOI4.6R / 1 5  to C. in C. A.W.I.)

Your 1837/9. Canadian Govt, agrees to transfer 
of four M.T.B's. Further 8 boats can be made 
available later. (N. S.H. Q. Ottawa, 1454Z/15 to 
Admty.)

Bermuda departure in accordance with my 12i+2Q/11 
Amended E.T.A. position A 0500Z/21. (C. in C. 
A.W.I. 1613Q/15 to Admty.)

AURANIA’s 2207/1 i+. Should extent of damage 
necessitate it can AURANIA be received in 
U.S.A. for repairs to bows and concurrent refit 
while vessel is in hand and if so at what Yard? 
(D.0.D.(H.) 1736/15 to B.A.R.M. )

Departure 14/7, Martinique 17/7. (St. Thomas 
V.I., 1829/15 to M. of W.T.)

/French...
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America & West Indies. Contd.
Intercepted letter RondOn Remit and Co.
Marseilles gives following dates sailing from 
Marseilles to Indo-Chiha. VILLE DE VERDUN, 10/7 
PIERRE L.D. 13/7, ERIDAN End July, LIEUTENANT 
DE LA TOUR, beginning August.
(C. in C. A.W.I., 1859Q/15 to S.O.I. Singapore 
Admty. etc).
A.M.1235B/27.
Did not sail in 0.B. 344, but with .W.S. 9C on 
12/7 and will leave the convoy in approx. 47°
00* W., 24° 00’ W., at 1400/16. Route to Trinidad. 
(D.O.D. (H) 2044B/15 to C. in C. A.W.I.,
F.O.I.C. Trinidad).

Capt. (D) N.F.'s 0149Z/14. Request you sail 
CHURCHILL, CHESTERFIELD, ARROWHEAD and EYEBRIGHT 
as a group with one 0. B. Convoy. BURNHAM, 
AGASSIZ, WETA3KIWIN, and MAY-FLOWER, as another 
group. Whichever group remains longer should 
boiler clean as requisite. Grateful for early 
information of your intended disposition. 
(C.C.N.F., 2347Z/15 to A.C.I.C.)

Australia.
My 02512/10/6. Ref my 0710Z/9/12/1940 and last 
paragraph of your 0121/15 /L2/1940. In view of 
depreciation of Far Eastern situation intend re
taining BENDIGO on Australia Station for the 
present. (A.C.N.B., 1126Z/15 to Admty).
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Ships Attacked.
Dutch, 5163 tons, from Haifa to Liverpool, 
attacked and shelled by S/Ll at 0230/1 about 530 
miles W. of Madeira. ARUNDO claims to have 
hit S/M with shell fire. (D.S. 679, 15/7.)

Whole crew landed at Oban on 12/7. 
(D.S., 679, 15/7.)

Presumed torpedoed, see North Atlantic 1634/15.

37.12 N. 20.32 W. LADY SOMERS torpedoed.
(Via Liverpool w/t , 0410/15.)
Detach one corvette to proceed best speed to 
assistance of LADY SOMERS reported torpedoed 
(position) at 0514A/15.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0545a/ 15 to BIDEPORD.)
Received 0434 G.M.T. LADY SOMERS, 2 torpedoes, 
sinking 0324. (Lanas End Radio, 0635/15.) 
Intercept, 0458 G.M.T. LADY SOMERS, CAMPECHE 
is near in case sunk, please advise.
(Lands End, 0659/15.)

CANDYTUFT has aboard 7 sole surviviors of 
Icelandic HEKLA torpedoed.
(OTTAWA, 0830/15 to C.C.N.F.)
1215 tons, overdue at Halifax since 7/7, having 
left Reykjavik on 27/6. (D.S., 680.)

S S S S 59.18 N. 25.22 W. Sighted submarine 
periscope 300 yards away heading south at 
1110 G.M.T.
(BRISBANE STAR, 1145/15, Lyness W/T, 1157/15, 
Port'Patrick Radio, 1223/15.)
My 1145 G.M.T. corrected position 59.18 N. 
27.05 W. 1330 G.M.T.
(BRISBANE STAR, 1338/15, Navycharge Greenock, 
1452/15, Liverpool 1451/15.)

Your 0545A/15. Request you will instruct 
corvette to search also for any survivors of 
RUPERT DE LARRINAGA torpedoed in 036.18* N. 
021.11* W. at 0136/15.
(C. in C. W.A. 1548B/15 to F.O.C.N.A.')
My 0545A/15. Corvette detailed is to search for 
survivors of RUPERT DE LARRINAGA torpedoed 
(position) v/hen she has thoroughly searched the 
area for survivors from LADY SOMERS.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2025B/15 to BIDEFORD.)
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2348/14

2253A/14

0514A.

0915

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Submarines Reported.
D/F bearings at 2348/14 G.M.T. indicate Italian 
U-Boat within 60 miles of 030° 00' N. 030° 00’ W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0252A/15 to N.A. Stn.)

At 2253A/14, U-boat was in 36° 18' N. 21° 11' W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0258A/15, to N.A. Stn.)

At 0514A/15 U-Boat was in 037° 12’ N. 020° 32* W. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0551A/15, to N.A. Stn.)

By D/F at 0915 G.M.T. U-Boat in 52° 30' N. 
15° 30’ W. reliable fix. May be bound Biscay 
port.
(D.D.I.C. 1332B/15.)

Estimated U/B dispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1429B/15 amended 1750B/16.)

Submarines Attacked.
Congratulations on recent destruction of an 
Italian U-boat off Mykoni.
(1st S.L., 1354B/15 to TORBAY.)

By TORBAY


