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SITUATION REPORT 

Home Commands
3 M.L’s patrolled to the eastward of 
Aldeburgh last night.

ARETHUSA returned to Scapa this evening 
from patrol in the Iceland—Faeroes passage.

British Air Activity
Attacks today were made on Dutch and 
Belgian ports, ships and barges.

Weather conditions caused routine patrols 
in the Northern part of the North Sea and 
in the Shetlands area to be cancelled, and 
those in the southern part of the North 
Sea to be curtailed.

Enemy Air Activity
M/S Trawler ORMONDE was bombed and sunk 

^  off Cruden Scaurs this evening, whilst
searching the war channel with LIGNY and 
CHRYSOLITE. The latter was also bombed 
and machine gunned and had 3 light 
casualties but suffered no damage; she 
heavily engaged the enemy aircraft, which 
was last seen in difficulties only 50ft 
above the sea.

WHITSHED was bombed early this morning N.E. 
of Cromer but suffered no damage. C0TSW0LD 
was unsuccessfully attacked in the Thames 
Estuary about noon and GOLDEN EAGLE early this 
morning.

Damage was caused to No. 9 dock pumping statio 
at Chatham by attack last night.

/Training,
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Enemy Air Activity-Contd.

Training establishment ROYAL ARTHUR at 
Skegness was somewhat extensively damaged 
by air attack early this morning. There 
were few casualties.

Mining
EMPIRE OTTER (Tanker Ij.626 tons) was mined 
25 miles S.W. of Hartland Point shortly 
after midnight 15/16 and was abandoned, 
search failed to discover any trace of her.

Paddle M/S SOUTHSEA was mined in the Tyne 
today and was beached. The port was 
closed.

Pishing trawler THOMAS DEAS was mined and 
sunk this afternoon off Spurn Point.

lees and Hartlepool were closed at 0230; 
Hartlepool was reopened in the evening but 
Tees remains closed. Sunderland was 
closed at 03^5 and Liverpool from 0355 to 
II2I4-

Aberdeen was reopened early this afternoon, 
but there is a suspected danger area off 
Girdleness.

A  mine exploded spontaneously in the 
Medway.

PLOVER last night laid mines off the 
Bristol Channel.

/Search of...
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Search of 
Gap A.

Mining-Contd.
The search of Gap A to locate the source 
of large numbers of explosive sweep
cutters washed ashore on the East Coast 
was completed today. No mines were 
swept. Further search is to be made.

North Atlantic & South Atlantic
Consideration is being given to a certain 
operation. (See Admty. 1934/16, F.O.C.N.A. 
1606/17)

Mediterranean
4 Wellingtons bombed Brindisi aerodrome 
last night.

The arrangements in force for detecting 
mines laid in the Suez Canal and Lakes are 
described in S.B.N. 0. Suez Canal 2101/16.

mines were dropped in the harbour. Brega 
was also bombed.

Four Swordfish from Malta last night 
attacked and sank by torpedo an escorted 
merchant vessel, probably the Italian 
JUVENTUS (5000 tons) southbound near 
Kerkemaf Island, f 1.

Benghazi was bombed last night. Two
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East Indies
Troops and supplies are now being moved 
by sea in connection with the Army advance 
into Eritrea.

The Chiefs of Staff have explained the 
importance of the time factor in the 
liquidation of Italian East Africa (See 
Admty. 1134/16 to C. in C., Med. and E. I)

China
An area dangerous to navigation was 
declared today off the S.E. coast of 
Malaya between the parallels of 2° 44* N . , 
and 1° 35* N., and bounded on the east 
by the meridian 104° 30* E.

Indications are that there are at least 
one aid probably two squadrons (18 boats) of 
Japanese submarines in the Mandated 
Islands.

Precautionary measure which are being 
taken for the protection of British and 
Allied shipping are described in Admty. 
1528/ 1 6 .



531
MOST SECRET.

WAR DIARY.
16.2.1941. 
Sunday. ■

G.in C. 
New W.A. 
Command. 
C.in 0. 
Plymouth.

Stornoway 
Suh-Command.

Exchange of 
A and B 
Destroyers.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Policy.

A.M.111AZ. Admiral Sir Percy Noble will 
hoist his flag as C.in C. of the New 
Western Approaches Command at Liverpool at 
0900/17. Admiral Sir Martin Dunhar 
Nasmith will rehoist his flag as C.in C. 
Plymouth at the same time.
(C.in C. W.A. 1207/16).

Admiralty 0030/3. Request information 
whether Stornoway Sub-Command is to be 
under direct operational and administrative 
control of C.in C. V/.A. or whether it is 
intended to be included in Greenock Sub- 
Command.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1214/16).

R.A.D's 1115/15. '4th escort group is at 
present only short of destroyers. It is 
most undesirable for ACHATES to be fitted 
with T.S.D.S. or for ACTIVE to be released 
without relief. Propose as follows. 
(Capt: D. Greenock 1246/16).

A.C.O.S's. 1125/5 and C.in C. Home Fleet's 1403/6. Accident was caused through 
Sulisker being mistaken for the Flannan 
Islands, no matter therefore how the Notice 
to Mariners was worded, the convoy would 
have run into the minefield.
Action promulgated in 134 QZH should 
prevent a repetition.
A.T. 2129/6/2 has been issued as further 
safeguard.
No amendment will be made to Notice to Mariners 
1768 (T) of 1940.
(V.C.N.S. 1335/16).
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HOME COMMANDS.
Defence of United Kingdom.

At 1130/16. 
(D.C. 1141/16). 
At 2330/16. 
(D.C. 2354/16).

Your 1637/19. Understand from movements 
Scottish Command that Second Eight Bofors 
(January Production) have now sailed and 
should have arrived. Please confirm 
arrival.
(Dacoast Pour 1845/16 to A.C.O.S.)

Movements.

Sailed Scapa 0038. 
(A.C.O.S. 0143/16).

Sailed from Scapa 0429/16. 
(A.C.O.S.0431/16).

Sailed. *
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 0856/16).

Your 2309/15. Not possible to receive 
REPULSE in basin before 0800/l9th.
Arrival of ship at Rosyth on 17/2 or 18/2 
would be advantageous for ascertaining 
nature of most urgent defects.
(A.S. Rosyth, 1035/16 to C.in C. H.P.)
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HOME COMMANDS.
Movements. (Contd.)

Your 2309/15. Request REPULSE "be sailed 
to anchor in B.6. berth at 1230/17.
(G.in G. Rosyth 1137/16 to G.in C. H.F.) 
REPULSE screened by 3 destroyers is to 
sail for Rosyth at 2100 today. Speed is 
to be adjusted to anchor in B.6 berth at 
1230/17.
(G.in C. H.F. 1714/16).

Your 1441/14. Arrived.
(C.in C. Portsmouth, 1050/16.)

(Freetown Convoy Escort Force).
Your 1928/15. This work cannot be done 
in the time given in your 1625/7. 
(N.O.I.C. Glasgow 1145/16).

Intend to sail PANDORA from Portsmouth 
at 1830/18 unescorted. Routed as follows.
PANDORA enters North Altantic Station at 
1300 B.S.T. 22/2.
(S.5. 1215/16).

Your 2144/15 and my 1507/14. Completion 
date is 28/2. Not possible to state yet 
whether any improvement can be made. If 
not ship will not be ready to sail before 
a. m./l/ 3.
(N.O.I.C. Glasgow 1250/16).

Is required to sail for Gibraltar about 16/S 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1506/16).-

To proceed Plymouth with all convenient 
despatch.
(C.in C. W.A. 1512/16). £ . . ff lrCh -
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HOME COMMANDS. 
Movements. (Contd.)

Sailed 1800. E.T.A. Plymouth 1700/17. 
(Capt: D. Londonderry 1844/16).

Trawler Lines tonight. 6 Trawlers. 
(A.C.0.8. 1524/16).

Positions at 0800/17 and movements, for 
(F.O.S. 1722/16). following 24 hours.

Operations.

CACHALOT is due to arrive off Sullom 
Voe on or after 19/2. A trawler will be 
sailed so as to arrive Sullom Voe 18/2. 
CACHALOT will carry out procedure outlined 
in my 1027/24/1/and trawler is to be sailed 
accordingly. Name of trawler will be 
signalled later.
(A.C.O.S. 1046/16 to N.O.I.C. Lerwick).
/ No trace in War Registry).

All patrols sheltering in harbour owing to 
weather conditions.
(N.O.I.C. Brightlingsea 1255/16).

One submarine is required if possible to be 
ready for an operation with the Home Fleet 
from 28/2 .
2. An Officer will visit tomorrow, to 
give you full information.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1726/16 to F.O.S.)
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HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Activity

a /s
Air
Escort.

S.N.7.B. My 1310/15 and 1410/15.
Aircraft delayed owing to weather.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 0816/16 to R.A.M.L.) 
My 0816/16. A/S air escort is being
flown now.
(G.in G. Rosyth, 1440/16 to R.A.M.L.)

H S U *Y  se tiS S ,0 . 9 *S R .: ,F u > *‘!
(G.in G. Rosyth, 0909/16).

and aiilflE postponed on account of 
weather today.
(G.in G. W.A. 1010/16 to H.Q.F.C.)

bomb apparently 250 kgs. not dealt with. 
Vessel apparently had no valid permit to 
fish in Moray Firth area and was contraven
ing local and Admiralty Defence Regulations 
for fishing vessels after sunset at the 
time she was attacked.
(P.O.I.C. Invergordon 1125/16).

type unknown on Perimeter of establishment 
0245/16. No casualties, no damage.
(ROYAL ARTHUR 1245/16).
1st Report. Attacked by low flying Heinkel 
with machine guns approximately 15 bombs 
dropped. Fairly extensive damage.
Few casualties.
(ROYAL ARTHUR 1326/16).

l Patrols. Patrols being flown today

Enemy Air Activity.

EAMONT 
(Bombed
ijZU^~

My 0959/13/2 para 1.
Fleetwood Trawler EAMONT FD 293 has now 
broken up and is total loss. Unexploded

Skegness. Two small bombs dropped by one aircraft
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Thames
Estuary.

At 0052 single aircraft made moonlight 
attack on GOLDEN EAGLE near North 
Shingles Buoy and missed her with a single 
large bomb.
(S.O. T.L.D.F. Sheerness 1245/16).

Convoy
F.S.

'•huYLfc"1 Enemy aircraft shadowing convoy 
height 2000 feet my position 550 16’N., 
I© 19'W.
(VALOROUS 1255/16).
Fighters being sent.
(VALOROUS 1504/16).

Chatham. After raid report for loth/l6th Peb. 
Details of damage.
(C.in C. Nore, 1310/16).

8ICY0N 
GLEN MARY.

At 1158/15. Minesweeper Trawler SICYON 
was attacked by enemy aircraft aircraft wiHa 
machine gun fire in Westray Pirth. At 
about 1230/15 S.S. GLEN MARY was also 
attacked with bombs and machine gun fire 
close off Sarclet Head, Caithness Lat.
58° 22*N., no damage or casualties^ in 
either case.
(A.C.O.S. 1833/16).

Dover OneJU 88 dropped three high explosive
Bombed. bombs at about 1350 today near heavy

anti-aircraft gun site above Shakespeare 
Cliff. Six military seriously and 
thirteen slightly wounded. Damage to 
military hutments,
(V.A.Dover, 2010/16).

ORMONDE 
(Bombed and 
Sunk). 
CHRYSOLITE 
Attacked.

(M/S Trawler) Sunk at 1830/16 by direct 
hits of 2 H.E. bombs from enemy A/C 
recognised as H.E.Ill, when 090 degrees 
Cruden Scaurs, 7 miles. ORMONDE, LIGNY 
and CHRYSOLITE were searching war channel. 
CHRYSOLITE also attacked, three bombs, 
near misses, and machine-gunned. Tiree

/light
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Enemy Air Activity. (Contd.)

light casualties - 2nd., Eng., Signalman art 
cook.

ORMONDE sank immediately: no survivors
or wreckage seen. LIGNY and ACHROITE 
with Peterhead lifeboat searching area. 
LIGNY not attacked.

CHRYSOLITE has landed casualties at 
Aberdeen.

Aircraft flying low, attacked from 
Eastward flew direct over ORMONDE and 
CHRYSOLITE, latter heavily engaged her with 
12 Pdr. and machine-gun. Aircraft flew 
back from West over CHRYSOLITE firing 
machine-gun and last seen heading N.E. 
only 50 feet from water, leaving heavy 
black smoke trail.
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 2237/16).

Enemy aircraft bombing. My 
position 53° 2 ’N., 1° 43’E. Course 147 
degs. Speed 20 knots.
(WHITSHED 0445/16).
My 0445. No hits.
(WHITSHED 0448/16).
Being shadowed by 1 enemy aircraft, course 
160° speed 20 knots, position 53° 38’N.,
2° 9'E.
(WHITSHED 0527/16).

1 enemy aircraft 2000 ft. over BQQfflff.
My position 51° 33*N., 1° 8’E.
(Convoy 1138/16).
My 1138 2 DO 17’s retired to S.W. No 
Bombs. My 1105 DO 17 retired to E. No 
Bombs.
(Convoy 1147/16).

2 Bombs dropped. No hits. B.6 buoy. 
(COTSWOLD 1200/16).
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Mining.

(British Tanker, 4626 Tons). Struck mine 
25 miles S.W. Hartland Point.
(EMPIRE OTTER 0025/16).
Mined at 0124/16. Not been reported since. 
Keep a good look-out and report if seen.
(C.in G. W.A. 1228/16 to Ships).
Search by surface craft and aircraft on 
16th has failed to find any trace of her. 
(C.in C. W.A. 1904/16 to Admty).
Keep look out for ship’s life boats of 
EMPIRE OTTER between Trevose Head and

(C.in c! W.A. 2104/16 to Ships).
One boat with 17 survivors landed 
Perranporth. One boat still adrift. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 2252/16).

Port of Tees and Hartlepool closed owing 
to suspected minelaying".
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 0230/16).
Reference my 0230/16. Port of Hartlepool 
open. Tees remains closed.
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 1645/16)
(C.in 0. Rosyth 1811/16 to HASTINGS, 
VORTIGERN).

Port closed owing to suspected minelaying. 
(N.O.I.C. Sunderland 0245/16).

Operation completed. 
(PLOVER 0349/16).

Port of Liverpool closed due to suspected 
enemy minelaying.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 0355/16).
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Port of Liverpool is open. 
(p.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1124/16).

Your 2220/15/2. Concur.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1102/16 to C.in C. Nore).

My 0325/16. Tyne Area Port closed. 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1129/16 to PELICAN, 
VALOROUS, P.O.I.C. Tyne, 1137/16.)

Particulars. To be carried out on the 
night of 17/2 or as soon after as
)racticable. 
V.C.N.S. 1214/16).

Port of Aberdeen now open but dangerous 
area suspected with centre 020° 3 l/2 cables 
Girdleness Lt. House radius 5 cables. 
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1237/16).
My 1237. Port of Aberdeen now open to 
traffic on North side only of Q.Z.S.161. 
Ships are to keep strictly to North side 
of Channel. Request dangerous area due 
to suspected minelaying in position 0200 
Si ca-bles from Girdleness may be 
promulgated.
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1521/16).(CJaC.Rosyth Hd/E] 
Your 1521/16., and my 1811/16. It is
not intended to ask for dangerous area to 
be promulgated, necessary local action is 
to be taken to keep shipping to North side 
of Q.Z.S.161.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1839/16 to N.O.I.C. 
Aberdeen.)

At 1915/15 a Mine exploded spontaneously 
near No.7 Medway Buoy. No a/c overhead. 
(S.O. T.L.D.F. Sheerness 1245/l6).
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(Paddle Minesweeper). Mined 240* 5.9 
sables from North Tyne Pier Light. 
Beached on Herd Sands.
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 1427/16).

Your 1059/11. 1st M/S Flotilla search 
completed, only three ships sweeping between 
001° 56'W and (?00(3} 5l’W. on sweep to 
East, and between OOlo 07*W. and 002° 03’W. 
on sweep to West. My 1247/16. One ship 
reports severed end appears to have been 
cut. One British H. two and four 
unidentified floating mines sighted.

Am proceeding in accordance with your 
1059/11.
(S.O. 1st M/S P. 2135/16 to G.in C. Rosyth)

(Pishing Trawler) Sunk at about 1400/16, 
by underwater explosion in about 2730 Spurn 
Point Lighthouse 4 miles. No survivors 
reported.
(P.0. Humber 2200/16).
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Enemy I n t e l l ig e n c e .

German W/T su g g ests  a movement from  
Skaggerack or B ight t o  northw ards.
This may be in  co n n e c t io n  w ith  Convoy o f  
20 M/V«s r e p o r te d  by A/C at 1505/15  in  
55 ° 05 ' N. 6 °  50» E.
(D .D .I .C . 1 1 3 3 /1 6 ) .

By D/F at 1 6 07 /16 . P o s it io n  o f  unknown 
enemy u n i t ,  p rob a b ly  su r fa ce  c r a f t ,  was 
about 58 ° 4 5 ' N. 4 °  3 0 ' E. U n re lia b le  
f i x .  (D .D .I .C . 1739/16 t o  STURGEON).

S ta te . (N.A. Stockholm  2 1 2 5 /1 6 ) .
CrUA .



-- MESSAGE 2125/16 February. iNo
From. N.A. Stockholm. Date. 17. 2.U1.

Reed, 06l+i+.
______ INTERDEPARTMENTAL CYPHER (SPECIAL 11) (BY GABLE),______

RECIRCULATION,
Addressed D. N. I.
IMPORTANT.

Danish Navy February llj-th.
One (a) Five torpedo boats with German crews now berthed 

at Nordre Tolbod (Western entrance of Copenhagen harbour) 
adjacent to Shell tanks, which are empty, and Nordbjerg and 
Wedell shipyard. They have neither guns nor searchlights or 
tubes and it would take some weeks to make them serviceable.
Io is presumed Germans will move tham when ice conditions improv 
though with ice breaker assistance this should be possible now.

(b) Three torpedo boats iced in at Svenborg and one reports at Nyborg.
(c) Remainder of navy including submarines berthed at 

naval dockyard where there are no Germans*
Two -Press report stating seized torpedo boats being taken 

to Bornholm is discredited apart from Aerodromes only military 
works on island are gun mountings under construction on south east extremity at Dulodde.

t v?786 Message to Danish Naval Officers passed on 11th. 
and 13th has now been circulated in responsible quarters.A. 2. repeat A. 2.

2125/ 16.
Advance copy sent 0.I.C.

1st Lord.
1st S. L.
V. C.N.S.
A.C.N. S. (H)
A.C.N. S. (T)
Nacal Sec.
C. S. 0. to 1st 3. L.Ops.(M
O.D.(5/
D. N. I. ( k )
D. T.D. (2)
D.T.D* (M)
O.I.C. (2)
N. of P. (3)
D. S.D. 9.
D. A. S. Y7»I*P. (3)
Room 52 Arch Block South.W. D.
D.P.D.
D. S* D.
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Shipping and Convoys.

Suspect ships. List (my 1648/16) (D.T.D. 1816/16).

Coastal Convoys.

Ships for Tyne to be diverted to Tees.
(C.in C. Rosyth to VIVIEN, VANITY, 0010/16). 
No ships will join from Blyth.
(C.in C. Rosyth to VIVIEN, VANITY, 0025/16). 
Tees also closed, ships should continue in 
convoy to Humber (C.in C. Rosyth, 0323/16, 
to VIVIEN, VANITY). 10 ships (F.O.I.C.
Tyne, 0957/16). List (0958/16).

Sailed 2300/15. 18 ships (approx.)
(N.C.S.0. Methil, 0113/16)
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1257/16) No ships from 
Humber (N.C.S.0. Humber, 1655/16).

Tyne ships arrived. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 
0956/16) Arrived 1000/16 (N.C.S.0. Methil 
1016/15) Humber ships arrived.
(N.C.S.0. Humber, 1729/16)
Arrivals. (C.in C. Rosyth, 2355/16.).

0215/17. Escorts. 29 ships. Codes. 
(N.C.S.0. Methil, 1010/16)
Postponed, weather. (N.C.S.0. Methil, 
2359/16).

List. (N.C.S.0., Clyde, 1029/16) 0922/16, 
HORNPIPE escorting 6 ships. (N.C.S.0. 
Clyde, 1051/16) Asking for trawler to 
replace SPURS (C.in C. W.A. 2230/l6 to 
A.C.O.S.).

Position, 42 ships for London. (N.C.S.0. 
Thames, 1112/13) Arrived, exceptions. 
(N.C.S.0. Thames, 1644/16) 3 ships put

F.S.13 1450/15. Tyne closed (minelaying),
no ships from Tyne will join.

/ O.B.0. 287 • • • •
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Coastal Convoys. (Contd.)
O.B.0.287. Sailed PERIWINKLE escort. (P.O.I.G. 

Liverpool 1117/16) 060o/l7, 3 ships. (N.C.S.O. Oban, 1730/16).

E.N.71. All 3 ships arrived. (N.C.S.O. Oban, 1130/16).

O.B.C.288. 0100/19, escort GEORGETOWN, etc. 30. 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1301/16).

E.N. 72. E.T.A. Loch Ewe portion 0000/17 (FOXTROT, 1345/16) Position at 1450. (A.C.O.S. 1647/16).

12 M.V's. Sailing 1630/17, escort RUBY, CORNELIAN (N.C.S.O. Falmouth 1515/16).

W.N.U.86. 1630/17, unescorted, 6 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1547/16).

O.B.287. Sailed 1605/16, 18 ships (N.C.S.O. Kersey, 
1630/16) List (N.C.S.O. Mersey 1925/16).

5’ • N .9 • Lf-oCj Humber ships arrived. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1729/16).

E.N.74. PRIMROSE as additional escort. (C.in C. Rosyth, 1900/16).

P.N. and 
P.S. Additional escorts F.N.10 to 16 and F.S. 14 to 20. (F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1942/16).
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War Diary, 16.2.1941.
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoy3 . (Contd.)

Ocean Convoys.
0.G.C.53.

H.X.106.

0.G.0.53.

H.X.110.

H.X.107.

H.X.U.106.

S.C.21.

0 . G . 5 3 .

0030/16, escort GLADIOLUS, 16 (9 kites). 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 0050/16) List (N.C.S.O. 
Clyde, 1300/16, P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1800/16).

My position at 0200. Spoken to all 
trawlers and tankers. (MALCOLM, 0221/16) 
Ships not present at R.V.(list) MALCOLM, 
1907/16) Escorts detailed for H.X.U.106, 
H.X.B.106 H.X.B.C. 106 (MALCOLM 1914/16 
amended 0952/17.

Sailed 0740/16, escort NORTHERN GEM.
20 ships, (list) (N.C.S.O. Oban 1020/16) 
E.T.A. amended. (N.C.S.O. Oban 1729/16).

Ships carrying munitions. (C.O.A.C. 
Halifax 1147/15).
Destinations (D.T.D., 1929/16).

Not met. Name of ocean escort not known. 
(ARROW, 1201/16) Destinations. (D.T.D., 
1330/16 1331, 16).

Arrivals. (N.C.SO., Aultbea, 1244/16).

YORK CITY to meet. (C.in C. W.A., 1348/16).

Londonderry departures for H.M.S. LEAMINGTON, 
SABRE, etc. (Capt. D., Londonderry 1445/16).
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War Diary. 16.2.1941.
Sunday.

HOME OQI.g.AHDS.

Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.) 

Military Convoys.

CYMBULA. 
escort.

m

Your 2252/15 decyphered 0230/16.
In accordance with the last sentence of 
your 1121/11 both ships' left CYMBULA at 
2300/15. FREESIA now detached should 
rejoin CYMBULA by 0900/16 in 046° N.
0 2 0 0 5 0 » W. LONDONDERRY position 0900/16 
046° 35* N. 022° 13* W. 170° to meet 
DEPTFORD.
(LONDONDERRY 0400/16 to C.in C. W.A.).

Troop
Transports.

Following 7 Troop Transports are due to 
arrive in U.K. shortly as follows.
(D. of S.T. 1924/16).

REPULSE
FURIOUS
STRATHNAVER

Sailing date (D.O.D.(H) 2258/16) 
See Operations Volume. See. Va.qa, ?0,

3

>
i
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16. 2. 41.War Diary. Sunday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

CORYTON. (British, 4553 Tons), Anchored in Skate 
Roads. Require assistance.(CORYTON 0758/16.)
If possible leave Amble and proceed to 
assist CORYTON. She has been ashore at Longston. (C. in C. Rosyth 1112/16 to 
C. Guard, Amble for Tug BULLGER.)
Re my 1112/16, Grounded in Budle Bay, Skate Road with 12 feet of water in engine room. 
BULLGER unable leave EMPIRE BREEZE.R.N.O. Berwick arranging place salvage pump in 
pilot vessel to send on board CORYTON when 
weather permits. (C. in C. Rosyth 1620/16.) .

ESCAPADE. Intend sailing ESCAPADE 2000 today. E.T.A. May Island 1000/17. Thence proceeding 
to Rosyth on one engine approx, speed made 
good 4 knots. (R.A.D. 1423/16.)

MARAUDER. (Rescue Tug). Defects. Request permission 
return harbour forthwith. (MARAUDER 1440/16.)
Your 1440/16. Return to Campbeltown. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1605/16 to MARAUDER.)

WILLIAM
HASTIE. (Examination vessel). Grounded in Yinstay 

Bay (Shapinsay Sound) 2100/15th. Salvage 
operations today unsuccessful. Further 
attempt being made tomorrow. Salvage Officer 
and METINDA in attendance. (N.O.I.C.Kirkwall, 1830/16.)

JAMAICA 
PLANTER. It was necessary to beach JAMAICA PLANTER again this forenoon but it is hoped to 

float her again to-morrow Monday. Request 
SEINE may remain at Barry to assist. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1845/16.)

/ROBERT
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War Diary.

16. 2. 41.
Sunday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS. Contd.

ROBERT
POMEROY.

Twelve miles N.N.W. Whitby Head, 
Engines broken down, drifting on to 
beach. Light. (ROBERT POMEROY, Reed. 
2259/16.)

If possible stand by and assist. 
(HASTINGS 2330/16 to VORTIGERN. )



War Diary,

Convoys
Gibraltar.

KENYA.
3.L. 67.

RESOLUTION.

EMPIRE TROOPER.

Air Report.

CORINTHIAN. 
CAVINA. 
DUNEDIN. 
KENYA. 1*  a .)  

SOBIESKI. 
PHOEBE. 
FREESIA. 
CYMBULA.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

16.2.1941.
Sunday.

Operations Against Vichy French.

French minesweeper TAPAGEUSE passed 
Gibraltar eastbound at 0600/14 escorting 
French M.V's FORT DE DOUAUMONT, 5266 
tons, MBDJERM- tons. ARCTURUS,
25j>2 tons and^TADORNE, 382 tons (D.O.R 17/2)

French light cruiser LE TERRIBLE passed 
Gibraltar westbound at 1350/15 escorting 
french M.V’s ASIE, 8561 tons IMERETHIE II, 
->713 tons and FELIX HENRI, 2526 tons 
(D.O.R. 17/2).

North Atlantic.

Cancelling Admty 2005/14 para 3. Orders 
to KENYA (D.O.D.(f ) 1222/16 to SHEFFIELD 
C.S.IO) See Operations Volume.

My 1018/15. Weather still unsuitable 
for sailing RESOLUTION.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1036/16).

My 1800/4. Basin trial not satisfactory. 
EMPIRE TROOPER will not now be ready to 
leave for at least a week probably more. 
(F.O.C. N.A. 1542/16 to C. in C. S.A. Admty).

No flying. South West gale. 
(200 Group 1700/16).

(1) CORINTHIAN on patrol 250 miles E.N.E. 
from Madeira.
(2) CAVTNA on patrol 225 miles East of 
Madeira.
(3) DUNEDIN, FORESIGHT, FORTUNE, escorting 
troopship KENYA and SOBIESKI, o.c. and s. 
at 1200/16 038° 00'N. 136° 55'W. 508°,
15 knots, routed through 0416 00’N. 019°
50’ W.
(4) PHOEBE E.T.A. Gibraltar 0800/19 course 
139° 17 knots.
(5) FREESIA (?direct with) CYMBULA to
Ponta Delgada position at 1200/16, 045° 30' N 
021 (conrupt group) W. speed 10 knots. 
(F.O.C.N.A.1722/16 to SCARBOROUGH).

/TUNA
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War Diary.

TUNA, 
Azores.

S. S. AGIOS GEORGIOS.

MALAYA. 
S.L. 67. 
KENYA. 
FAULKNOR. 
FORESTER.

CYMBULA.

Shipping.

Proposed
Operations.

16.2.191+1. 
Sunday,

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic.(contd).
TUNA has nothing to report. Submarine 
reported off Azores on 6/2 and 12/2 
was TUNA.
(F.O.O.N.A. 1902/16).

US Greek Ship j-.G.IOS GSORGIOS arrived. She 
-^k^-received your 1601/1+ via Rugby, please 

confirm she is ship to be (word ommitted) 
to Freetown as there are four ships of 
that name.
(N.C.S.O. St. Vincent, 2215/16). f<u-?***. rrr

* /.

South Atlantic.

Convoy S.L. 67 to be escorted by MALAYA. 
Orders for MALAYA, KENYA, FAULKNOR, FORESTER 
(D.O.D.(F) 1727/16 to C. in C. S.A. 
F.O.C.N.A.). See Operations Volume.

Your 1951/10. For GIMBULA read CYMBULA. 
Ship contains water.
(D.T.D. 1816/16 to C. in C. S.A.).

A.M. 2027/11+ applies to ships sailing 
independently and in convoy.
(D.T.D. 1928/16 to N.C.S.O. Freetown).

(D.O.D.(f ) 193U/16 to C. in C. S.A. 
F.O.C.N.A.) See Operations Volume.
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War Diary,

Operations 
Against 
Italian 
East Africa.

Rhodes
■bombed.

Operations 
in Progress 
or intended.

Genoa_
bombardment 9/2

Mining of 
Suez Canal.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

16.2.1941.
Sunday.

Mediterranean.
Importance of time factor. Chiefs of 
Staff No. 57. (l S.L. to C. in C's 
Med and E.I. 1134/16) See Operations 
Volume.

1. Egypt. Night 14/15. 2 Wellingtons 
bombed Lindos Harbour, Rhodes starting 
fires among buildings. 1 missing, 
weather bad, and aircraft failed to 
locate nrimary target Rhodes harbour. 
(H.Q.R.A.F. M.E. 1211/16).

C. in C. Med 1228/16. See Mediterranean 
Volume.

Reports on Genoa confirm success of 
bombardment. Serious damage to Ansaldo 
and Sampierdarena district. Troopship 
hit in dock. Wharves and warehouses Calata 
San Beningo and near oil storage tanks 
damaged (B.2). Electrical services 
interrupted. Railways and trams at 
standstill. First train to Milan left 
a.m./lO under steam. Gasometer burnt all 
day. Foundry and industrial quarter 
badly damaged (D.2) Attack has made 
deeper impression on Italy than loss of 
Benghazi (B.2) (D.N.I. 1526/16 to C. in 
C. Med).

What arrangements are now in force for 
detecting mines laid in Canal and Lakes? 
(1. S.L. 16^5/16 to S.B.N.O. Canal). 
Admty 1645/16. 204 observation posts
along canal manned by British and 
Egyptian troops. In addition, existing 
organisation of coastguards and Canal 
Company watchers continues. Three 
floating observation posts in Little 
Bitter Lake and two in buoyed channel of 
Great Bitter Lake will be in position 
p.m./17. Watch is kept by ships at 
Lake Timaah and in terminal port by 
Egyptian police. 2. A buoyed searched 
channel has been established between 
North and South buoys Great Bitter Lake. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal 2101/16).

/Malta
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War Diary,

Malta 
Air Raids.

S .O .
Aircraft
Carriers.

Convoy A.N.

Mine
Clearance.

Transports.

CEFN-Y-BRYN

HANNINGTON
COURT.

Operation
"Result^

551

FOREIGN STATIONS.

16. 2 . 191+1 .
Sunday.

Mediterranean, (contd).
2 3 1 5 /1 5  1 enemy aircraft dropped 3 ‘bombs 
on land 1 of which unexploded. No service 
damage or casualties. 0759 2 formations 
6 in each Me. 109’s flew over at 9000 
feet.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta 1750/16).

Capt. D.W.Boyd appointed with rank of 
acting Rear-Adm. to relieve Rear-Adm. A.L. 
St. G.Lyster as S.O. Aircraft Carriers 
Mediterranean Fleet, Flag to be hoisted 
in EAGLE at 0800/18 and transferred to 
ILLUSTRIOUS at 0800/19. Flag of Rear- 
Adm. Lyster to be struck in ILLUSTRIOUS 
at sunset on 18/2.. Comder. G.S. Buck 
with acting rank of Captain appointed 
ILLUSTRIOUS in command and as C.S.O. 
to S.O. Aircraft Carriers vice Boyd to 
date 18/2.
(C. in C. Med. 1757/16).

15». My 1703/14* Destination of EOCENE isSuda Bay.
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal 1803/16)

My 1803/10/1. Confirmed by trials that 
L.L. sweepers will clear Mines A Mark 1 
in one operation by following the instructions 
in C.B. 4063/41 modified as follows.
(D.T.M. 1857/16 to C. in C. Med).

Fully requisitioned T.99A store transports 
sailed U.K. with Army, Navy and R.A.F, 
stores:-
Speed 10 knots sailed 10/2 for Durban 
for bunkers, Port Said, and Alexandria.
Speed 10? knots sailed 10/2 for Capetown 
for bunkers, Port Said, Alexandria and 
Haifa.
(D. of S.T. 1942/16 to C. in C.'s etc).

Inquiry re mines dropped at Pisa and Leghorn 
(1st. S.L. 2319/16 to S.O. Force H)
See Mediterranean Volume.
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War Diary 16.2.19U1.
Sunday

FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies

* >
i

•
i

GRIMSBY,
SHOREHAM, 
INDUS. 
HINDUSTAN

Cancel my 1035/15 (Concerning transfer) 
Matter still under consideration by Gov. 
of India. Understand Viceroy referring 
to Sec. of State. (F.O.C. R.I.N., 051 kZ/16 
to Admty. , etc. )
My 2052/15. Cancel transfer of HINDUSTAN 
and INDUS to Mediterranean for the present 
in view of F.O.C.R.I.N’s 051U/16. (C. in C., 
E.I. , 1126Z/16 to S.N.O. Red Sea)

1 > 1 -
m

BARPETA My 1132/7, BARPETA sailed Bombay H 4./2 due 
Aden 21/2. Contents. (S.S.T.O., India, 
0605Z/16)

Enemy Vessels 
in Yemeni 
Waters.

Proposed action against. Remarks on i 
Governor Aden’s 93 to Colonial Secretary.
(C. in C., E.I. , O6H 4Z/I6 to Admty) See 
Operations Volume.

1 1
%

CARTHAGE CARTHAGE is to leave Colombo at 1100Z/17 
and sweep towards position OO3 V 0680 30’ E 
at 15 knots. Object protection of shipping. 
(C. in C., E.I., 0702Z/16 )

1 f * Operation
"Canvas"

Special intelligence reports that bomber 
five landed south of Massawa 12/2 with 
two officers one rating injured. FORMIDABLE 
16114/ 1 3 / 2 (Attack on Massawa by 12+
Albacores} refers. (C. in C., E.I., 0804Z/16 
to Admty. )

Captured 
Italian Ships

Proposals for steaming to Bombay or U.K. 
(C. in C., E.I., 1136Z/16) See O-nerations 
Volume, fye?/. /6.3.UL

I

Air Report 
Kismayu, 
Mogadiscio, 
Omo River.

Operational summary No 251 up to 1200 
hours 1 6/2/M.
(U) Kenya. Following S.A.A.F. operations 
support our troops in Italian Somaliland 
and South West Abyssinia.
13/2. Glenn Martin reconnoitred Kismayu 
and Mogodiscio and machine-gunned 5 CA 133’s 
on Vittorio landing ground. 1 ship 
scuttled Kismayu. Coaster beached off 
Brava. 2 ships anchored off Mogadiscio.114/2. 3 Hartebeestes bombed enemy positions 
in Omo River Delta. (H. Q. ,R. A. F., M.E. 121U-/16)

/Re East....
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War Diary-

Re East African 
Operations

Escort Vessels

GLASGOW

Japanese
Movements

Shipping

Japanese 
Troop Convoy

t! JO

16.2.191+1.Sunday
FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies-Contd.
Chiefs of Staff No 57. Importance of 
time factor. (1st S.L. 1131+/16) See 
Operations Volume.

Admty. 0116/15 and my 2052/15* Remarks 
re further reduction of convoy escorts 
hy transfers to Mediterranean. (C. in C., 
E.I., 121+0/16 to Admty.) See Operations 
Volume.

Request GLASGOW he sailed for Durban 
at 20 knots on completing with fuel 18/2.
(C. in C. , E.I. , 1252Z/16 to S.N.O. Red Sea)

China
My 0311/13. Indications that at least 
one Japanese submarine squadron and 
probably two (eighteen submarines) are 
now in Mandated Islands. Other movements 
of Japanese warships consistent with their 
present commitments in French Indochina 
and Thailand. No indications in last 1+8 
hours of any change in situation. (C.O.I.S. 
Singapore, 0509Z/16)

Japan or Japanese controlled ports. 
Precautions. (D.T.D. 1528/16) See 
Operations Volume.

American A.N.A. informs me that Officers 
of PRESIDENT CLEVELAND which arrived Kobe 
12/2 reported sighting on 11/2 convoy of 
25 Japanese transports fully loaded with 
troops escorted by warships between 
Shimonoseki and Shanghai steering South.
(N.A. , Tokyo. 1831/16 to Admty.) (Note. 
Amended 17/2)
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NEW NORTHLAND 

T.C. 9.

ASCANIA
s.c. 23.

LACONIA 
BAN AMADO
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FOREIGN STATIONS

16.2.19^1* S u n d a y__

America & West Indies
Your 1930/15* Ship is to be sailed for 
Freetown as soon as essential repairs are 
completed. (C. in C., A.W.I., 0932/16 to 
N.O.I.C., Trinidad)

Admty. 1832/6 and 1932/7* T.C.9* expected 
to sail 1800Z/17* Route. Request relief 
for ROYAL SOVEREIGN. (Date and position) 
(R.A. 3 B. S. 1625/16) See Operations 
Volume

Intend sailing ASCANIA as ocean escort^ 
S.C. 23 subsequently returning to Halifax 
(F.0. 3 B.S. 1626/16 to Admty.)

Have only sufficient fuel and am returning 
to base. At 1 200/16 Tanker SAN AMADO p. c. 
and s 060° 22' N., 02^° 1*6* W., 06k° eight 
knots, (route) (LACONIA, 2000/16 to C. inC.,
W. A. )
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LARISSA

cesco <uz+AjlcL. 
CGSGO

LEONARDO DA 
VINCI
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

16 .2 .1 9U 1 .
Sunday

Istanbul departure 15/2 LARISSA. (Galatac,
10 2 V I 6)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS 
See Mediterranean )» s,r>.

My 0236/15.* Ex Italian Ship LEONARDO DA 
VINCI has also arrived Mombassa. (C. in 
C., E.I., 01+02Z/16 to Admty.)
*(Operation "Canvas”)
Proposals for steaming captured ships to 
Bombay (C. in C., E. I., 1136Z/16) See 
Operations V o l u m e . 9/ /G.1./+/.)
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War Diary
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

16.2.1941.Sunday

Unknown Ship 
Attacked ~~
Q240/l4)'

Ships Attacked
Your 21 US/15» My noon position 056° 40’ N., 
009° W., Searching in company with 
SALVONIA. Oil fuel remaining 100 tons.
(SOUTHERN PRIDE, 1025/16 to F.O.I.C., Greenock)
Endeavour to pass current recognition 
signals for periods after 2359/16 to 
SOUTHERN PRIDE "by V/S. (P.O.I.C. , Greenock 
1819/16 to SALVONIA)

/«B.WALKER -Your 2330/15* Continue search in
(Torpedoed 29/1) vicinity St. Hilda. Air search will be

carried out today. (P.O.I.C., Greenock, 
0113/16 to St. OLAVES, MARAUDER)
If contact has not been made with unknown 
ship SOUTHERN PRIDE and SALVONIA are to 
rendezvous with ST OLAVES in 230° 5 miles 
from Flannan Light at 0800/17 and search 
for Stern half of W.B. WALKER. ST OLAVES 
is to be in this position by 0800.
W.B. WALKER was last reported in 58° 15* N., 
09° 01* W. , at 1445/13*~ (P.O.I.C.,
Greenock, 1707/16)
Position Boreray 098° 6 Miles. Acknowledge 
your 1707/16. (ST OLAVES 2050/16 to P.O.I.C. Greenock)
Your 1707. Acknowledged. Cannot arrive? 
Rendezvous? Before 12^00/17. (SALVONIA 
2100/16 to P.O.I.C., Greenock)
My 1707/16. SALVONIA cannot reach R. V. until 
1400/17* (P.O.I.C., Greenock, 2237/16 to ST OLAVES)

Submarines Reported
There may be a U-Boat in your vicinity.
(A. C.O.S., 1249/16 to ROMNEY)
Get in sweeps. Carry out A/S search up to 
a distance of 40 miles for a U-Boat located 
by D/P bearing 02+1° from Pola. If no 
contact is obtained by 1600 return to 
harbour. (A.C.O.S. 1309/16 to ROMNEY)

/Estimated....
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

16 .2 .1 9M .
Sunday

Submarines Reported-Contd.

Estimated U-Boat dispositions. Italian.
One off entrance Gironde. (P.O. (S) 152U/16 
to TIGRIS)

D/F at 1337/16 indicates U-Boat between U8° 
N., and 50° N., longitude unknown but 
estimated between 27° W., and 33° W., 
(D.D.I.C. , 16^9/16)

About 56.30 N., 20° to 22° W., very 
indefinite. (D.S. 531)



1. The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows
ID ME COMMANDS
(Class ification 
by subjects)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom
Movements
Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREION STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East indies
America and Y/est Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e .g . when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the Y/ar Diary; the dates given in brackets are those on 
which the series held by War Diary commences

(a) Movements of H.ifl. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(l September 1945).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of .escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot' (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Qperatioral Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War RoomJ (i July 1941, No.222)

(g) pally operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939),

(h) List of abbreviations,
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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17.2.19M.War Diary Monday
SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
Division of Admiral Sir Percy Noble hoisted his flag
Western Approaches this morning as C. in C. , of the new 
Command Western Approaches Command. Admiral Sir

Martin Dunbar Nasmith rehoisted his flag 
as C. in C., Plymouth at the same time.

A/S It is intended to operate A/S striking
Operations forces in cooperation with the R.A.F.

against enemy submarines which have appeared 
in the important area about 60° N., where 
SS ARTHUR P CORWIN was torpedoed on 13/2.

Enemy Air Operations
Invergordon Oil Fuel Main Depot was bombed 
this morning by a single aircraft. One 
oil tank was demolished and two damaged. 
Fire was not opened and no warning was 
given. The Admiralty have asked Air 
Ministry to investigate.

Trawler NANIWA was sunk 
miles N.W. of Bull Rock,

about 1 1 5  
Ireland.

Mining
Trawler BEN REIN was mined and sunk off 
Falmouth today.

Mines were detonated off Liverpool, 
Campbeltown (port closed again), Milford 
Haven, in Bristol Channel and mines 
(including British) were sunk at sea or 
rendered safe off Aberdeen.

/Operations
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SITUATION REPORT

Mining-Contd.
Operations R.A.M.L. This afternoon reported these
S.N. 7 B and operations completed (Minelaying south
S.N. 68 A east of Iceland by 1st M.L.S. with A/S

screen of 4 destroyers. Close cover - 
AURORA. Cover - REPULSE)

Mediterranean

Air Enemy aircraft were over Malta last
Operations night until the early hours of this

morning, for the eleventh successive 
night. No bombs were dropped.

Enemy aircraft bombed the Benghazi area 
last hight.

One Wellington out of 4 despatched from 
Egypt bombed Scarpanto Aerodrome last night.

Military See P. S.T.O. Egypt 1247/17.
Assistance
to Greece.------- ,
Operation
"Blunt”

Operations
against
Italian Supply 
Ships.

YORK, BON^AVENTURE and destroyers are 
supporting this operation until the 
anticipated time of occupation.

C. in C., Med reports that on 12/2 UTMOST 
attacked a westbound escorted convoy of 
3 ships in 32° 54* N., 12° 9 ’ E., and 
hit an 8000 ton merchant ship which was 
seen 4 hours later with stern awash and 
abandoned by the escort.

e,.  /_ 5",T Information was received today that
TRUANT sank a 3500tons ship in a convoy of 
two proceeding escorted from Tripoli on 
the afternoon 11/2. Three Swordfish on 
patrol attacked an escorted convoy of 4 
ships off Kerkenah Island on night 13/14 
and believed they sank one ship. At 
1130/14 the Italian SS COSCO was heard 
making S.O.S. off Cape Orzzuto; the ship 
evidently sank.

/Attacks
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SITUATION REPORT

Mediterranean-Contd.
Attacks on the Tripoli-Italy route during 
the last k  weeks by air and submarines 
have resulted in 5 ships being sunk for 
certain and 2 almost certainly. In 
addition, one was mined off harbour 
entrance. All these ships were over

follows:- ADRIA, SAVOIA, ERMINIA MAZELLA, 
MANON and LEONADO DA VINCI are at A 
Monbasa. ASKAkl is aground 7 miles 
south of Brava, MARGHERA,MONCALIERI (?) 
and two unknown scuttled in Kismayu. One, 
probably PENSILVANIA at Mogadishu.
UCKERMARK sunk. TANNENFELS escaped. Tug 
KIONGA whereabouts not knovm but cannot 
have gone far. Two ships are unaccounted 
for*

,Mediterranean-Contd.

3000 tons, except*CITTA DI MESSINA (sunk 
15/1 off Misurata, most probably by

East Indies
The present position of the 16 ships from 
Kismayu as far as known to date is a ^

German -Details are given today by the Reporting 
Officer, Constantza of German preparations 
to operate Roumanian naval units with 
German personnel.

Naval
Preparations

Bucharest broadcast announces an extension 
of the danger area off Constantza which 
was declared on 30/5/^0.
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Destroyers.

HOME COMMANDS.

17.2.192+1.
Monday.

Policy.
R.A.D. 1115/15. In view of serious shortage 
of destroyers in Western Approaches I 
most strongly urge that Gapt. D. Greenock 
122+6/16 he complied with.
(G. in G. W.A. 0202+/17 to Adty).
Your 0202+.
1. This is a matter for arrangement with 
G. in G. H.P. R.A.(D)'s 1115/15, however, 
appears equitable.
2. Whilst 'Western Approaches recently 
has had an appreciable gain in their 
number of destroyers, G. in G. H.P. has 
had no such accretion of strength. 
(A.C.N.S(H) 1327/17 to G. in G. W.A).
Captain D. Greenock's 122+6/16. Concur 
in proposals 2. and 3.
With reference to proposal 1 it may not 
be possible to release BRILLIANTwithout 
relief, but she will join your command 
as early as circumstances permit.
2. Request your remarks on proposals 
A and G. of R.A.D's 1115/15 in which I 
concur.
(G. in G. H.P. 1717/17 to G. in G. W.A).
Your 1717/17. Concur in proposals H. and 
G. of R.A.D's 1115/15. And I am grateful 
for your concurrence in 2 and 3 of 
Captain D. Greenock's 122+6/16.
My 0202+/17 was prompted by the knowledge 
that Western Approaches Destroyers 
inevitably constitute the principal 
reserve from which destroyers are drawn 
for unexpected commitments. In view of 
the large number of these undergoing or 
awaiting repairs and the exceptionally 
heavy demands which have to be met at the 
end of the month, I feel bound to press 
for "B" Glass to join at earliest 
possible moment consistent with Home 
Fleet requirements.
(G. in C. W.A. 2316/17 to G. in G. H.P).

Anti U-Boat Proposed hunting operations. (C. in G.
Measures. W.A. 0210/17 to G. in C. H.P.).

See UrBoat Campaign.
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Defence of U.K.
At 1150/17 (D.C. 1159/17). 
At 2530/17 (D.C. 2345/17).

Movements.
0.2^. If you cannot make Tay Bar proceed into

Methil. Proceed on main motor only 
when west of line joining Elieness and 
Pidra.
(S.9. 0817/17 to 0.23).

REPULSE. Owing to weather Dan buoys in QZS 175
are not in position.
(C. in 0. Rosyth 0825/17 to REPULSE). 
S.E. Gate vessel Inch Keith is riding 
by stern moorings only and reported 
dragged in S.W. direction from correct 
position.
(0. in G. Rosyth 1018/17 to REPULSE).

ALCANTARA. Admiralty 2144/15. Ship cannot sail
earlier than p.m. 28/2 and bad weather 
may involve delay beyond that date. 
(P.O.I.G. Southampton 1217/17).

RODNEY C. in G. H.P. 1207/17. MATABELE,
A/S screen. TARTAR , ESKIMO detailed.

(R.A.D. H.P. 1514/17).

Northern Trawler Lines tonight. ^ to 4 Trawlers.
Patrol. (A.C.O.S. 1521/17).

CANTON. (Freetown Escort Force) Your 1626/11.
CANTON is to be sailed for Freetown when 
A/S escort can be provided.
(D.O.D.F. 1552/17 to F.O.C.N.P).

GHITRAL. Sailed GHITRAL escorted by RESTIGOUCHE
RESTIGOUCHE. in accordance with F.O.C.N.P's 1146/14.
ASSINIBOINE. ASSINIBOINE will be sailed to overtake

when A/S defects have been made good. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1555/17).

S/M1s. Positions at 0800/18 and movements
for following 24 hours. (F.O.S. 1744/17).

L.27. My 0905/16. Sailed.
(C. in G. Portsmouth 1804/17). •

r*
5
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British Air Activity.
Helder. ) 
Zeebrugge. ) 
Hellevoetsluio.) Middleburg. ) 
Ouddorp. )

During day 16/2 five Blenheims attacked 
Docks and Sheds; also Ships and Barges 
south of Ouddorp, where some hits were seen.
(H.Q.B.C. 0155/17 to Air Ministry).

Escorts. Expect A/S escort 1 Hudson 0950.
(C. in C. Rosyth 0854/17 to REPULSE).

o Expect Air escort of one aircraft from 1100 today.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0958/17 to Capt. D.20).

Patrols. Following air patrols to-day. 
S.T.A.N.
B.E.R.T.
S.T.A.N.D.
U.N.S.T.
Also patrol detailed in my 1310/15. 
All the above are in operation now. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 0940/17).

Own A/0 
fired on, 
10/1.

e

My 0817/15. S.O.T.L.D.F. now reports 
as follows:- At 0147/10/1 ARISTROCRAT in 
about 5 cables 240* from Nore L.V. opened 
fire with Pom Poms on low flying A/C 
which disappeared to the N.W. after 
making correct Pyrotechnic recognition 
signals.
Plane appeared to appeared to approach 
from Southward over Kent Coast and was 
clearly seen for a few seconds before 
fire was opened but type could not be 
distinguished. Adty 1653/14 refers.
(C. in C. Nore, 1055/17).

Enemy M/V’s 
off Sogne Fiord.

5 Beauforts armed with torpedoes taking 
off from Wick now to search for and 
attack enemy shipping off Sogne Fiord.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1206/17 to C. in C.H.F).
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Invergordon
'bombed.

Unknown
Ship.

ST. VINCENT, 
bombed 11/2.

TINA NUTTEN . 
attacked 10/2.

WAZIRISTAN. 
(Bombed 2/2).
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Enemy Air Activity.
Invergordon O.F. Main Depot bombed by 
single enemy aircraft at 1140. No 13 Tank 
demolished and railway line flooded with 
oil fuel now leaking into Firth West of 
railway station. No fire. Nos. 14, 15 
and 17 tanks damaged and leaking. Believe 
two casualties, men working near 13 Tank. 
Enemy then machine gunned R.A.F. Camp, 
a Sunderland aircraft at moorings, and 
A/P Trawler alongside coal hulk. No 
warning received and no A.A. fire opened. 
(F.O.I.C. Invergordon 1227/17).
My 1227/17 No casualties. Details of 
damage. Enemy aircraft was Junkers 88 
flying at 50 feet over tanks. It 
entered Cromarty Firth between Sutors 
flying 100 feet above sea under low cloud. 
Visibility three miles.
(F.O.I.C. Invergordon 1650/17).

Attacked one mile off Humber Light. 
(Humber Radio 1352/17).

1. Trawler S T . VINCENT Bombed and machine 
gunned by Dark Green 4 Engined Plane while 
fishing South of Fastnet 1530 B.S.T. 11/2. 
Only slight damage and no casualties.
2. Trawler TINA NUTTEN Machine <3unr by 
Dornier 215 while fishing 18 milps S.E. 
Fastnet 1500 B.S.T. 10/2. No hits. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1631/17).

Extensive damage which cannot be repaired 
by local resources. Tug will be required 
to tow ship to repair port. Expect ship 
ready to leave 26/ 2,
(C.S.V.O. Scapa 2130/17).
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EMPIRE OTTER. 
(Mined 16/ 2).

Liverpool. 
(5 Mine's" 
detonated).

P.W.5.

6th M/S P .

Minelaying off 
Brest.

MOST SECRET.

17.2.192+1. 
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HOME COMMANDS.

Mining.
A good look out is to "be kept for 
survivors. One boat is still missing.
(C. in G. Plymouth 0728/17 to Gapt. D.5> 
102+8/17 to Gapt D. 20).
Life boats from EMPIRE OTTER located in 
051° 08’N. 005° 10’W. at 1211/17. Motor 
Launches from Milford Haven being sent.
(G. in G. Plymouth 1350/17).
Cancel my 1350. Survivors picked up by 
CORNELIAN now proceeding to Milford Haven. 
(G. in G. Plymouth 1836/17).
Arrived CORNELIAN with 19 survivors. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 202+3/17).

Mine report to 1800/16. One detonated 
by L.L. 200 Bar L.Y. 5 cables. 3 self 
detonated approx. 290° Bar L.V. 16 miles. 
One self detonated 180° Bar L.V. 2+ cables. 
(P.O.I.G. Liverpool 092+1/17)'.

Operation PW.5. should take place within 
3 hours of high water.
It should therefore be carried out on first 
night after 19/2 on which weather is 
suitable.
(G. in G. Nore 11^8/17).

As 1st M.S.F. is delayed by weather, 
sailing of 6 M.S.P. is to be postponed 
till 18/2.
(G. in C. Nore 1252+/17).

A.L. M/OD 2019/2+1 of 13.2.2+1 para. 3. 
Propose to move position of operation A 
as follows
Request your remarks.
(A.C.N.S(H} 132+9/ 17).
A.L. M/O.D. 2019/2+1 of 13/2 and your 
13U9/17.
Request I may be informed of position and 
type of mines which I understand are being 
laid tonight.
(C. in G. Plymouth 1918/17 to Adty).
Your 132+9/17. Concur.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1920/17 to Adty).
Your 1918/17. Type A Mark I within the 
limits of 276 Q Z X.
(D.D.0.D(jtt) 2305/17 to G. in G. Plymouth).

/Operations
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Operations,
S.N.7B.
S.N, 68 A.

Campbeltown.

Sweeps "between 
Kinnairas Head 
and
Duncansby Head.

Milford
Haven.

BEN REIN.

Bristol 
Channel.

Aberdeen
sub-command.

Sweep of 
Gap A.
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Mining, (contd).
Completed.
(R.A.M.L. 1452/17).

Campbeltown again closed. Additional 
mines suspected. One destroyed this 
forenoon.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1545/17).

Commencing at 2100/19 available ships of 
M.S.F. are to carry out the following 
searching of sweeps returning afterwards 
to Aberdeen.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1601/17 to M.S.5.).

At 1120/17 one Green Mine exploded 
by Sweeper in 070° St. Ann’s Head Light 
15.25 cables.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1607/17).

Mined and sunk off Falmouth. Believed 
five survivors of whom three injured. 
Two men lost.
(P.O.I.C. Falmouth 1830/17).

Red mine detonated by single L 051° 22.1 
North 003° 25.5 . West.
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1846/17).

Mines sunk at sea 4s 1 German, 3 unknown. 
Mines rendered safe 2: 1 British H2 Mark 
2, 1 German A. •
G.E.F. Demolished 10.
Cylindrical floats washed shore 6. 
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen I921/I7 ).

My 1059/11 N.S. one’s 1247/16 and 2211/16 
and M.S. Five’s 0110/17. Intend at 
favourable opportunity to arrange further 
search by 5th M.S.P. as follows.
(C. in C. Rosyth 2250/17 to C. in C. H.P).
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Hellevoetsluio.) 
Veere ) 
Zeebrugge. )

Barges
off
Stavanger.

ErBoat.
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Enemy Intelligence.
M/V’s and Barges seen on 16/2. 
(H.Q.B.C. 0153/17 to Air Ministry).

At 0938/ 1 7 , 17 Transport Barges in 58°
4 9 ’N. 5° 22’E. No set course. A/C report. 
(Bomber Command 0955/17 to 18 Group H.Q).
12 Transport Barges in 59° 27’N. 5° 9 ’E.
(Bomber Command 1005/17).

E boat may possibly be operating within 
60 miles Start Point.
(C. in C. Plymouth 2208/17).

9
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HOME COMMANDS. 
Shipping and Convoys.

CoastalConvoys.

E.N.73. Postponed, weather.(C.in C. Rosyth, 0009/17).
HOLDERNESS as additional A/A escort. (C.in C. Rosyth, 1220/17.)
Time, escorts, codes, 21 ships. (N.C.S.O. Methil, 1313/17).

W.N.86. FOWEY additional A/A escort.(C.in C. Rosyth 0009/17). 
BUTTERMERE and WINDERMERE to meet. 
(A.C.O.S. 0015/17).

0.B.C.287. 0125/7, 10 ships,(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 0135/17).
List.(0927/17).
Left, List.
(Berthing off, Greenock T.O.R. 2035/17)

F» S. 12. If. tT- E.T.A. Sher'Singham.(VIVIEN, 0256/17).
Position.
(VIVIEN, 1300/17).Position 6 ships for London. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1600/17). Arrived except BUSIRIS. (N.C.S.O. Thames, 1907/17).

F.N.IQ. L+.i() BASSET^ escorting.(N.C.S.O. Thames, 0842/17). 
Sailed 0842, 34 ships. 
(1047/17).
List.(1316/17).

0.B.288. 0700/19, unescorted. 1. 
(N.C.S.O. Belfast 0915/17).



WAR DIARY.

Coastal 
Convoys. 
(Contd.)

W.N.85.

P. S. 1-0 • ̂  / 3

E. N.U.72.

P • S • 14* ) V * ̂F. N.13. )  i + i3

W.N.87.

O.B.0.287.

C.W.26.

E.N.74.
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HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

33 ships, positions.
(A.C.O.S. 0933/17, 1442/17). 
E.T.A. (STELLA CAPELLA, 1600/17).

16 ships.
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 0944/17).

Arrived 1115/17.
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1130/17).

Cancelled.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1137/17).

ULLSWATER and SALTERELO escorting. 
(P.O.I.C. Belfast 1211/17).

\ GLEANER and SLEIPNER additional escorts. 
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1343/17).

Sailed 0740/17. escort PERIWINKLE, 
3 ships, (list).
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 0835/17).

Time table. Escorts. 7 ships. 
(C«in C. Nore, 1130/17).

PRIMROSE additional escort.
(C .in C. Rosyth 1317/17). GLEAHER and 

J  SLEIPUER additional escorts.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1343/17).
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HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

0.B.287. Sailed WITCH to overtake. 
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1320/17).

E.N.72. Arrived less CORTES. (N.C.S.O. Oban, 1648/17).

Arrived 1615/17.
(N.C.S.O. Methil, 1654/17). (C.in C. Rosyth, 2355/17).

0.B.288. Oversea ships of E.N.73 to saiito Loch 
Ewe to join 0.B.288 at 1600/20.
(C.in C. W.A. 1725/17).
PICOTEE sailed to join.(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1837/17).

F.N. and 
P.S.

Forecast of sailings.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1745/17).

W.N.U.86. 1930/17 unescorted, 14 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Aulthea, 2119/17). 
List.(2141/17).

F.N.86. FOWEY left to meet.(C.in C. Rosyth, 2355/17).
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Ocean
Convoys.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

-^H.ft.53. May have been reported by U/Boat, which may lead to Air Attack.
(D.D.I.C. 0933/17 to DEPTFORD).

H.X.B.106. My 1914/16. For SARDONYX read BURNHAM. 
(MALCOLM, 0952/17).

S.C.21. My 1348/16. Estimate 4 hours early
at R/V.
(C.inC. W.A. 1043/17).

B.H.X.lll. List.
(Navy Control, Bermuda, 1201/17).

H.X.U.106. Arrived. 1130/17 less CLEA. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1410/17).

H.X.108. Sailing telegram as amended by Admty. 
(D.T.D. 1613/17).

-- ^H.G.53. Meet. List.
(C.in C. W.A. 1915/17 to LEAMINGTON, 
SABRE, etc.)

H.X.106. My 1914/16. If 2 Stragglers reported not far astern of H.X.106 16/2 are not found by 1900/17 propose KINGCUP leave 
vicinity of Butt of Lewis and return to
Londonderry. No information of other Stragglers being near convoy 16/2. 
(MALCOLM, 0721/17).
No stragglers found. Am proceeding 
through Minches at 0930. If sighted will 
endeavour to obtain information from 
aircraft.(KINGCUP 0800/17 to MALCOLM).
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MilitaryConvoys.

STRATHNAVER. Probably sailing 28/2. Particulars. 
(D.S.T. 0116/17).See Operations Volume.

BATORY. Probably sailing 28/2. Particulars. 
(D.S.T. 0116/17).
See Operations Volume.

T.C.9. My 1635/13/1 and 1933/7. Cruiser detailed to relieve ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
should accompany Convoy to Clyde Area. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1338/17).

W.S.6.B. Sailed HESPERUS and HURRICANE escorting 
Liverpool portion of W.S.6.B.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 1500/17).
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

1 7 .2 .1 9 M .Monday

(British, 2823 tons) Ashore North Tynemouth 
Pier. (Lyness W/T Oli+8/17)
Crew 32 in all - rescued “by life saving 
apparatus. (F.O.I.C., Tyne, 0607/17)

Anchored about 055° 3k' N., 00° 33’ W., 
Repairs to main engine are proceeding and 
she can now go slow speed. (VALOROUS
0206/17) vCannot locate ROBERT.POMEROY. Am re
joining convoy. (VOHTIGERN, 0302/17 to 
HASTINGS)

(British, 3817 tons) Ashore 1-1/2 miles 
South of Skiningrove. 37 of crew landed 
in own boats. 10 still on board. Rescue 
being attempted by breeches buoy and 
life boat. (N.O.I.C. , Hartlepool, 1253/17) 
Ashore at Hummersea near Redcar from 
F.S. 13« 37 of crew have been landed re
maining 10 being taken off by lifeboat. 
(F.O.I.C., Tyne, 1301/17)

Admiralty 221+9/15» Full speed is 16 
knots because of time out of dock. (FORTH 
0757/17)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
H.G. 55. 
Survivors , 
from Air 
Attack 9/2

Survivors from following ships attacked 
by aircraft on 9/2, in Convoy H.G. 55» 
have been landed at Gibraltar, BRITANNIC 
2490 tons, 5 (l injured) JURA, 1759 tons
10 (2 injured), TEJO (Norwegian) 967 tons,
11 (2 injured), DAGMAR 1, 2471 tons, 1 
believed more survivors may be in other 
ships. (D.S. 551).

force landed near Setubal and that crew 
are safe. (F.O.C.N.A., 0016/17, to Admty). 
See 1720/17.

SHEFFIELD sails 0900/18, to relieve KENYA. 
Request you instruct SHEFFIELD when to 
part company from S.L. and S.L.S. 6 5, and 
return to Gibraltar.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1708/17 to Admty).

My 1036/16. Weather not yet suitable 
(for sailing^. (F.O.C.N.A., 0948/17, to 
C. in C. W.A).

ships NAILSEA LASS and EMPIRE TRACEY
I (?EMPIRE ENERGY) Norwegian Ships

VARANGBERG and BUR and Greek ship 
KALLIOPI, were separated from convoy and 
may be safe. *
(N.C.S.O. Funchal, 1217/17 to Admty).
(W.D. Note:- LORNASTON in above list of 
ships lost subsequently arrived at 
Azores, reducing total of ships lost from 
8 to 7.
Further interviews with survivors in boats 
and on rafts indicate that raider

Sunderland My 2230/15. Lisbon now reports Sunderland

SHEFFIELD. 
S.L. 6 5.
escort.

Arrived Gibraltar 0800/17 (S.O.I. Gib., 
0900/17).
Admty 2005/14 para 2 and 1755/15.

Raider 
Attack on 
S«L «S . 64 
12/2. shirs 
sunk. *

My 1644/14. It now appears fairly certain 
that British shins WABLABY, LORNASTON, 
OSWESTRY GRANGE, SHREWSBURY, WESTBURY, 
DERRYNANE, Norwegian ship BORGESTAD 
and Greek ship PERSEUS were sunk. British

/was
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TUNA.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic Contd.
was camouflaged. Also confirms second 
turret aft. Two officers of watch think 
in retrospect that they heard drone of 
aeroolane about 2300 - 2315/11.
(N.C.3.0. Funchal, 1747/17.)

Admty. 1214/15.Instructions to TUNA. 
(F.O.(S) to F.O.O.N.A, 1243/17.)

MALAYA. ; I w. Your 0115/15 not received by me or
1 MALAYA until 1130/17, when a copy was 

received from SHEFFIELD. Nevertheless 
MALAYA can comply. (F.O.C.N.A, 1251/17, to Admty.)

Proposed
Operation. Reply to Adraty. 1934/16. (F.O.C.N.A., 

1606/17.) See Operations Volume.

DUNEDIN. If present fine weather continues E.T.A, at rendezvous,^about 6 hours late 
making good 13̂ - knots. Submit position 
of R.V. be altered to southwards to 
ensure meeting in daylight on 20/2. 
(DUNEDIN, 1718Z/17 to C. in C. W.A.)

Air Report.
V

No flying. Weather. My A.489 15/2, 
Sunderland force-landed in Portugal 
1230/15. (200 Group, 1720/17.)

RESOLUTION. My 0948/17, and Admty. 0115/15 just 
received. Other destroyer commitments now 
necessitate postponement RESOLUTION 
sailing for several days.(F.O.C.N.A., 1800/17, to C. in C. W.A.)

AGIOS GEORGTOR. Your 2215/16, confirm AGIOS GEORGIOS, 
4248 gross tons, is now for Freetown. 
(D.T.D. 1836/17 to Consul, St. Vincent, 
C.V.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

S ou th  A t l a n t i c .

F re n c h  
S e a p la n e •

Your 1122/12  ( C . in  C. A. and W .I .  m e ssa g e ,  
F re n c h  N aval s e a p la n e  t o  j o i n  F re e  F r e n c h ) .  
S e a p la n e  and  t h r e e  a irm en  p ro c e e d in g  t o  
A f r i c a  i n  NEW NQRTHZLAND see  S. of S*s 
t e l e g r a m  15 /2  t o  T r in i d a d  Governor and you . 
(N .O .I .C .  T r in id a d  1 0 2 3 /1 7 ,  t o  A d m ty .) .

1
.

♦
NORTHERN
PRINCE.

Overdue s h ip p in g ,  NORTHERN PRINCE due 
Capetown ab o u t  14 /2  from  G i b r a l t a r  n o t  
a r r i v e d .  ( S . O . I . ,  Capetown, 1 1 2 1 /1 7 ) .

SCOTTISH
TRADER
"Q" R e p o r t .

Your 1 1 0 8 /3 0 / l  and S .O . I .  C apetow n 's  
1 0 4 6 /2 8 /1  M a s t e r ' s  r e p o r t .
(D.T'.D. 1150/17  t o  C . in  C. S .A . ) .

EMPIRE
TROOPER.

F .O .C .N .A . 1 5 4 2 /1 6 .  A r r i v a l  w i t h  W .S .6 . 
im p ro b a b le .  S u g g e s t in g  DOMINION MONARCH 
be u s e d  i n s t e a d .  ( C . in  C. S .A . ,  t o  Admty. 
1 2 3 3 /1 7 ) .

COMORIN 
S .L .6 6 .

COMORIN t o  e s c o r t  S .L .6 6  t i l l  ( d a te )  th e n  
p ro c e e d  G reenock i n  a cc o rd a n c e  my 1 9 0 5 /8 /2 .  
( C . in  C. S .A . ,  1 3 2 9 /1 7 ) .

e •

CALLIOPE Panamanian CALLIOPE w hich  l e f t  M a g a llan e s  4 /2  
f o r  Buenos A ire s  h a s  no t a r r i v e d .
( S .O . I .  F re e to w n , 1 8 0 0 /1 7 ) .

1
DRAGON S a i l e d  1 8 0 0 / l7 t h .

( D i r e c t o r  o f N ig e r ia n  M arin e , L agos , 1 8 3 0 /1 7 ) .

Convoy. P o in te  N oire  a d v i s e s  convoy c a n n o t  s a i l  from  
t h e r e  u n t i l  2 l / 2  e a r l i e s t .  CAPO OLMO b roke  
down.
F ree to w n  p a ss  t o  DRAGON ( s h i p  ?) h a s  s a i l e d  
from  L agos . (N .C .S .O . Duala 1 8 3 0 /1 7 ) .

*
/ BULOLO, 

/ b a l l a s t
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War Diary 17.2.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

German
naval

Mediterranean. (Contd.)
Following from Reporting Officer Constantza 
now here

preparations (a) German Naval personnel in plain clothes 
in Rumania. housed on two floors of Palace Hotel Constantza.

(b) Every indication Germans will take over 
submarine DffLFINUtalso new GALATZ submarines of 
which first nearing completion and probably 
other Roumanian fleet units.
(c) Depot ship at Constantza expected to 
proceed to Sulina shortly to await first 
Galatz Submarine. Depot ship has embarked 
three 4.7 guns.
(d) Destroyer KING FERDINAND has had her 4.7 
armament and torpedo,tubes replaced by German. 
MARASTI and LARASESTI believed guns also 
replaced.
(e) 250 German torpedoes reported arrived and 
stored in naval store on East breakwater.
(f) No confirmation of reports from our and 
Polish secret sources of presence of German 
Vedettes at Constantza. Possibly same on 
Danube. (Wolffson, Beyoglu 1200/17).

Italian M.V*s V.A. Malta reports four Swordfish attacked an

rt r t 2. On 12/2 UTMOST attacked a westbound
escorted convoy 3 ships in 032° 54* N., 012° 

GENT 09' E. One hit obtained on 8,000 tons
merchant ship. Heavy counter attack with 
bombs and depth charges. Ship still afloat 
4 hours later but stern awash and deserted by 
escort.
3. Now fairly certain it was REGENT who sank 
•tlTTA DI MESSINA of Misurata on 15/l.
4. Attacks on Tripoli - Italy route in last
4 weeks by air and submarines have resulted in
5 ships being sunk for certain, 2 almost 
certainly. In addition one struck a mine off 
harbour entrance. All ships over 3,000 tons 
except CITTA DI MESSINA.
(C.in C. Med., 1215/17, to Admty.).

Military For Greece. Proposals. (P.S.T.0. Egypt,

sunk by 
Swordfish,

escorted merchant vessel southbound near 
Kerkemaf (? Korkenah) Island on night of 15/16 
Ship probably Italian JUVENTUS, 5,000 tons, 
was sunk by torpedo.

UTMOST, 
REGENT.

Convoy 1247/17 to D. of S.T., C.in C. Med.) 
See Mediterranean Volume.

/ COLD HARBOR • • • •
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War Diary.

GOLD HARBOR 
(U.S. RedT~ 
Gross Ship).

Minesweepers
Required.

Mine
Explosions 
and Sweeping.

LIVERPOOL

MOST SECRET.

17.2.1941.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. (Contd.)

GOLD HARBOR is making additional call at 
Seville, Spain, and is unlikely to arrive 
at Marseilles before about 12/3.
(Air Ministry 1440/17 to A.O.G. in G. M.E. 
etc.).

Small craft suitable for magnetic mine- 
sweeping are hard to find in Eastern 
Mediterranean, but search continuing. 
Proposals. (C.in C. Med., 1535/17, to Adrnty.) 
Vessels suitable for equipping with 
Mark 5 LL sweep urgently required in Eastern 
Meditn. Request report if any can be made 
available.
(C.in G. Med., 1721/17 to N.O.I.C. Durban.).

Combined services Report Malta up to 1700 
hours. 17/2. All times G.M.T.
Eleventh successive night this island 
raided until early hours of the morning.
About 12 raiders carried out individual 
flights over Malta. No bombs dropped.
(H.Q. R.A.F., Malta, 1715/17).

My 0123/15 and 2234/15 Mine No. 1 B exploded 
one cable to Westwards of position given.
Mine exploded about one cable astern of a 
Skid towed by drifter at time drifter was 
firing a burst of Lewis gun into water.
Mine might have been acoustic or red 
magnetic with fine setting.
Unconfirmed report of a second mine in 
Grand Harbour entrance.
Am handicapped in sweeping operations by 
(reasons). Request cables for Skids 
lighters be sent in a warship during 
operation M.G.8 or in escort for convoy M.W.6. 
Propose tv/o D.W.l Wellingtons be flown to 
Malta. (V.A. Malta, 1910/17 to C.in C.Med.).

Question of her repairs. (V.C.N.S. 2349/17 
to G.in C. Med.). See Mediterranean Volume.
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CAPETOWN

Convoy
B.N.F.2.

Convoy
B.N.16.

GRIMSBY
B.N.
Convoy.

Operation 
"Canvas17" 
Kismayu, 
enemy 
shipping.

'2 IVl/fl

SHOHEHAM

HILDA MOLLER

MOST SECRET.

17.2.1941.
Monday♦

FOREIGN STATIONS. 

East Indies.

To boiler clean on arrival at Mombasa 
using shore assistance if necessary so 
that work is completed by 23/2.
(C.in G. E.I., 0750Z/17, to Force T.).

Sailed 0400Z/17, 5 ships (2 Port Sudan, 
3 Suez). (N.C.3.0. Aden 0850/17,
0852 Z/17.

Sailed 0500Z/17, 22 ships (3 Port Sudan, 
19 Suez). (N.C.S.O. Aden 0910/17).

Departure GRIMSBY 0910Z/17 for B N (corrupt 
group) 2.
(N.O.I.C. Aden 0918Z/17 to Admty., etc.).

Present position of 16 ships ex Kismayu as 
far as know,p to date. ADRIA, SAVOIA, 
ERMINIA MAZELLA, MANON, LEONARDO DA VINCI, 
in Mombasa.A ASKARI aground seven miles 
south Brava. MARGHERRA, MONCALIERI (?) and 
two unknown scuttled in Kismayu. One 
probably PENSILVANIA at Mogadis&®/r. 
UCKERMARK sunk. TANNENFELS escaped.
KIONGA is only a tug and may (? words 
omitted) Mogadiscio but cannot have gone 
far. Two ships are unaccounted for.
(C.in C. E.I., 1026Z/17, to Admty.).

Your 1456/15 minesweeping outfit for 
SHOREHAK is not at Bombay. 
(F.O.C.R.I.N., 1129Z/17).

%  0722/13. HILDA MOLLER arrived Colombo 
17/2. Master reported Chinese seriously 
disaffected, and intending to charge them 
at Hong Kong. (C.in C. E.I. 1208Z/17 
to Admty.).

/ KANIMBLA ...
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KANIMBLA

CARTHAGE.

FORMIDABLE

Convoy
B . S . 1 6 .

Convoy 
B .3  .F .2  •

MANDALAY 
c h a s e d  b y  
enemy s h i p .

MOST SECRET.
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, 1 7 . 2 . 1 9 4 1 .
M onday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

E a st  I n d i e s .  ( C o n t d . )

My 1 1 1 8 /8 .  KANIMBLA i s  t o  l e a v e  p a t r o l  
s o  a s  t o  a r r i v e  D urban A . M . / 2 0 .
( C . i n  C. E . I . ,  1 4 1 4 Z /1 7 ,  t o  KANIMBLA).

C a n c e l  my 0 7 0 2 /1 6 .
CARTHAGE p r o c e e d  now d i r e c t  t o  Aden s o  as  
t o  a r r i v e  a . m . / 2 3 .  ( C . i n  C. E . I . ,  1 4 2 4 2 / 1 7 ) .

P r o p o s e d  o p e r a t i o n .  ( C . i n  C. E . I .  1 7 5 8 Z /1 7  
t o  A d m t y . ) .  See  O p e r a t io n s  V o lu m e .

150 0  G .M .T . /1 7  11 s h i p s  ( l i s t ) .  
( S .B .N .O .  Suez C a n a l ,  1 6 3 3 / 1 7 ) .

1 1 0 0  G .M .T . / 1 7 .  1*S s h i p s  ( l i s t ) ,
10  w i t h  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r .  
( S . B . N . O .  S uez  C a n a l ,  1 7 3 3 / 1 7 ) .

B r i t i s h  s h i p  ? MANDALAY made a ( l )  d i s t r e s s  
m e ssa g e  a t  1 3 5 0 Z /1 6  i n  p o s i t i o n  0 0 1 °  09* N. 
0 4 8 °  25* E . (2 )  She made an a m p l i f y i n g  
r e p o r t  a t  0440  G .M .T . /1 7  s t a t i n g  she had 
b e e n  c h a s e d  by  a German t y p e  s h i p .
(3 )  HERMES and  HAWKINS h a v e  b e e n  s e a r c h i n g  
v i c i n i t y  s i n c e  d a y l i g h t  t o d a y .
( C . i n  C. E . I . ,  2 0 4 6 /1 7 ,  t o  A d m t y . ) .
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Japanese
Transport
Convoy.

Japanese
Convoy

VERA

Mined Area 
Malaya.

SCOTIA

MOST SECRET.

P OREIC-N STATI QMS.

China.

17.2.1941. 
Monday.

B.N.A. Tokyo's 1851/1(3 (Report of sighting 
of convoy of Japanese transports).
American A.N.A. Shanghai stated he has 
been informed from same source that 
25 vessels only were sighted including 
destroyer escort. No information whether 
transports were loaded or not.
(S.O.I. Shanghai, 0455/17 to Adrnty.).
My 0311/15.
(i) Convoy of 25 escorted transports sighted 
ll/2 W. of Sasebo, course S.
(ii) No evidence in Tokyo suggesting 
preparations for immedi&te attack on 
British territory.
(C.O.I.S. Singapore, 0716Z/17).

Overdue shipping, Norwegian tanker VERA 
due Singapore 14/2 from San Francisco 
not arrived. (N.C.S.O. Singapore, 
0759Z/17 to Admty.).

All areas bounded by the following are 
dangerous to navigation.
(1) On the north by the parallel 02° 44' N.
(2) On the east by the meridian 104° 30' E.
(3) On the south by the parallel 01° 35* N.
(4) On the west by coast of Malaya.
Mines will be laid In the above area without 
further notice and vessels wishing to pass 
through area must apply to British naval 
authorities for a route. Vessels 
disregarding these instructions will do so 
at their risk and peril.
(R.A., Malaya, 0900Z/17 to China Station).

Understood that Norwegian tanker SCOTIA now 
at Nagasaki has been ordered by naval 
authorities to proceed to Hong Kong for 
orders. Subject to your concurrence it 
would be preferred that she should complete 
discharging and then proceed on her voyage 
to California as previously arranged. 
(D.T.D., 1854/17 to C.in C. China).
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Ice Report.

Refitting
of Shi ps 
in U.S.A.

B.H.X.110.

HERMION 
(Independ
ently routed

T.C.9.

Convoy 
Routes.

H.X.110
RAMILLIE3.

MOST SECRET.

EOREIGNSTATIONS.

17.2.1941.
Monday.

America and West Indies.

Field of ice dangerous to navigation reported 
between 048° 00« N. 048° 43' W. and 047° 42* N. 
047 ° 57* W.
(P.0. 3 B.S., 1037/17, to N.A. Escort Force).

If Lend-Lease Bill becomes law next month and 
our ships are refitted in U.S.A., Navy 
Department considers representatives of D.N.C., 
D.N.O., E. in C. and D.E.E. should be sent to 
Washington; also suggest necessary to have 
Liaison Officers at U.S. ^avy Yards.
Any advance information as to scope of work 
which may be required to be undertaken would 
be acceptable.
(N.AWashington, 1140/17, to Admty.).

Departure B.H.X.110, Ocean escort ALAUNIA 
returning to Halifax through 44.20 N 60 W. 
(Com. i/c Bermuda, 1243/17, to Admty. etc.) 
List of ships without (10) and (11). 
(N.C.S.0. Bermuda 1223/17).

1628/23/1 HERMION leaves Melbourne 22/2 for 
M.E. (A.C.N.B. 1249Z/17).

Halifax departure 17/2 ROYAL SOVEREIGN, 
T.C.9. (S.O.I. Halifax, 1450/17).

Your 1236/16. A.M. 1803/21/10/40 refers to 
indicating Noon position when called for by 
Commodore. Any other position should also 
be indicated by this method.
Risk suggested must be accepted but it is 
advisable not to follow the convoy route too 
closely in allocating secret positions. 
(D.T.D., 1535/17 to N.S.H.Q,. Ottawa).

Your 2249/15. Suggesting amended R.V. 
(R.A.3., 1705/17 to Admty. etc.).

/ Camouflage of 
/ ships at night ...



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Camouf lage 
of ships 
at night.

SEVERN

NEWARK
WELLS

Suspicious
Vessels.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

ly.  x .  i qi +j
h i Q*h. *1 6. y

America and West Indies. (Contd.)

A scheme has been devised in Canada 
whereby a ship may be rendered nearly 
invisible at night.
Description of scheme and tests carried 
out. Earnestly request matter may 
receive T.L's consideration and early 
opportunity demonstrate scheme. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1723/17).

F.O.S.1938/15. (Presumably 1938/15 from 
C.in C. W.A. intended.)
Inform Adty. of return route SEVERN has 
been ordered to follow after parting 
company from S.C.22.
(C.in C. A.W.I. 1752/17 to R.A.3.).

Arrived here 2030 today. Minor engine 
defects may delay departure.
(N.O.I.C., St. John's N.F. 2011/17 to
F . 0. 3 B . S .) .

Australia.

When in 009° 48* S. 153° 15* E. at approx. 
02 00Z/16 R.A.A.F. Flying boat sighted 
2 unidentified vessels steering 180° on 
parallel track about 6 miles apart. 
(Particulars). Search by three aircraft 
commencing dawn/l7 failed to locate either 
vessel. (A.C.N.B., 1200Z/17.).
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At Kismayu. 

SFEZIA

At Kismayu.

MOST SECRET.
585

17.2.1941. 
Monday. _

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Present position. (C.in C. E.I., 
1026Z/17) See East Indies.

Arrivals 19/2 SffiZIA Gandia. 
(Valencia T.H.I. 2000/17.).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Present position.
(C.in C. E.I., 1026Z/17) See East Indies.
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Ships Attacked.

ARTHUR F. CORWIN 
(torpedoed 15/2). 
A/S operations in 
co-operation with 
R.A.F'. to be 
undertaken.

W.B. WALKER 
(torpedoed 29/l).

SHAFTESBURYm ------

SIAMESE PRINCE.

MOST SECRET.
586

I ' J . l - U i -

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Your 1154/14. Not considered that 
A/S sweeps can be a really effective 
counter to the U-Boat menace though 
well worth carrying out under the 
conditions envisaged. To be really 
effective it is considered that an A/S 
Striking Force must work in the closest 
co-operation with the R.A.F. and it is 
intended to employ such forces as soon 
as the necessary training in A.3.V. and 
intercommunication has been carried out. 
If state of escorts permits hope to be 
able to initiate this type of operation 
during the next month.
It may well prove possible on occasions 
to co-ordinate the movements of H.F. 
Destroyers with these hunting operations 
and any such collaboration should prove 
most valuable.
(C.in C. W.A. 0210/17 to C.in C. H.F.).

Abandon search. SOUTHERN PRIDE return 
to Belfast, ST.OLAVES to Loch^ Ewe, 
SALVONIA to Campbeltown.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1652/17).

British 4284 tons. Following has been 
read. SSSS
From SALVONIA at 1930 G.M.T., heard SSSS 
59.53 N., 12.13 W., ^RJ SHAFTESBURY 
torpedoed. (Lyness, 1940/17).

British, 8456 tons, (sailing 
independently New York to Liverpool). 
Have intercepted mutilated w/ t signal 
(begins) Torpedoed 059° 51' N. 012°
13* W. (Ends). My position 060° 54' N. 
012° 44' W. Am proceeding towards 
position indicated. E.T.A. 0200/18. 
Awaiting your instructions.
(VISENDA, 2050/17, to S.0.N.T .) (D.S.,532). 
Detach 1 trawler to assistance of ship 
torpedoed in 059° 53 (sic.) N. 012° 13' W. 
at 2030/17. Ship detached report name 
at first available opportunity.
SALVONIA tug also ordered to proceed. 
(C.in C. W.A., 2111/17, to ARROW).

/ My 2111/17
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked. (Contd.)

SIAMESE PRINCE. 
(Contd.)

My 2 1 1 1 / 17. SALVONIA not proceeding.
(C.in C. W.A., 2203/17,to ARROW).
Following has been read.SSSS 59.51 N., 12.13 W., SIAMESE PRINCE 
torpedoed 1932/17 de Zuwe 2152/17.(Lyness, T.O.R. 2257/17).
Proceed to assistance of steamship torpedoed 059° 53’ (sic ) N. 012° 13' W. 
at 1940/17. 1 trawler has been detached by ARROW to assist.
(C.in C. W.A., 2303/17 to MISTRAL).
My 1652. SOUTHERN PRIDE and ST. OLAVES 
proceed as ordered. SALVONIA proceed 
when weather moderates to assistance of 
SIAMESE PRINCE torpedoed in position 
59° 52* (sic ) N. 12° 131 W.‘at 2032 today. 
Trawler has been detached to this position. 
Report when you proceed.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 2333/17, to SALVONIA).

/

Submarines Reported.

1127. D.F., Italian S/M in 046 ° 30' N., 004° W. 
Good Fix. (F.O.(S) 1206/17, to RIGRIS).

0009. About 48.30 N., 20° - 22° W., very indefinite. (D.S., 531).

1157. About 56° N., 21.30 W. (German) 
indefinite. (D.S. 532).

1757. About 56° N., 20° W. (German) indefinite. (D.S. 532).

1945. About 50° N., 8.30 W. (German) 
indefinite. (D.S. 532).

Estimated U/B 
dispositions.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported. (Gontd.)

Estimated U/B German.
dispositions. One 60u N. - 61° N. 18° W. - 23° W.

One 60 miles of 58° N. 22° 30' W.
One 40 miles of 56° N. 23° 30' W.
One 48° 30' N. 20° W. 0009/17 may be 
outward bound from Finisterre.
Possibly one 60 miles of 56° 30« N. 21° W. 
Possibly one 90 miles of 53° N. 25° W.
One 48° N. - 50° N. 30° W. - 33° W.
One 90 miles of 37° N. 20° w.
Italian.
One 46°30' N. 4° W. probably patrolling. 
No information of others.
(D.D.I.C. 1335/17).

/
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Home Commands
A s m  i % * i

ASMiX.ftl HIPPER Photographs taken today show theAHIPPER
(Cruiser) at oJt&as (cruiser? in dock at Brest.
Brest.

Sweep for EDINBURGH and NIGERIA returned to Scapa
Cruiser this evening from patrol of the Iceland-

Paeroes passage.

£  %  U-Boats on Two more ships have been torpedoed on the
Northern Northern Approach route; SS SIAMESE PRINCE
Approach route, at 1932/17 in 59° 51* N., 12° 13* W., and

SS BLACK OSPREY at 0231/18 in approx. 61° 
13’ N ., 18° 10’ W. , SS SEAFORTH was 
torpedoed this evening in 58° U8’ N., 18° 
17’ W.

E-Boats. E-Boats were suspected in the Thames 
Approaches tonight.

Enemy STURGEON on patrol has been informed that
Movements Y//T intelligence suggests convoy movements

and naval activity between the Skagerrak 
and Bergen yin the near future.

possibly

British Air Activity
In order to obtain the maximum information 
of day movement of enemy shipping an air 
patrol is to be carried out twice daily 
between Ushant and Guernsey when weather 
conditions give sufficient protection from 
enemy fighters.
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Enemy Air Activity
Yarmouth was bombed again early this morning 
and the Naval Base was damaged. The 
Admiralty are concerned at the number of 
attacks by single aircraft on Lowestoft 
and Yarmouth. The safety of shipping 
using the East Coast Channel is dependent 
on the efficiency of mine sweeping and 
A.A. craft based on these harbours, and 
they have asked the C. in C., Home Forces 
to take action. s/

A.P.Trawler SARONTA was attacked and 
damaged off Lowestoft this evening.

M/S Trawler STELLA RIGEL reports having 
shot down an enemy A/C at OljOO today off 
Felixtowe. A large red flash as if 
an aircraft exploded was seen by numerous 
observers at the time.

SS TARIA was bombed and machine gunned this 
morning in the N.W. Approaches and was . 
damaged. fU  U  i  !*****. ff* '* * ?  ***>

Convoy F.S. was attacked east of Felixtowe 
^ ^  but no damage is reported.

R.V. Yard Deptford suffered slight damage 
from incendiary bombs last night.
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SS FORT
RICHEPANSE, 

P.L.M. 13 
and LORIENT 
Intercepted.

MOST SECRET
591

SITUATION REPORT

1 8 .2 .1 9 U 1 .Tuesday

Mining
Minelaying by enemy aircraft last night 
was suspected between the North Foreland and Harwich. L. /&-<." fcvCi/yL Q̂j**+***t>L i-i
ty * * ] , £ s r *+% ttsfcS ) /CTO •

Mines were exploded today off the Humber. 
A parachute mine^reported on the beach at 
Naze at low water.

Tyne was not opened until 1627, owing to 
minesweepers being unable to operate this 
forenoon.

Barry Roads East was reopened at 121U, and 
Campbeltown Loch at 10̂ 40.

Attack on Convoy S.L.S. 64 by Raider
Out of 19 ships in Convoy S.L.S. 6k it 
now appears fairly certain that 7 were sunk 
in the attack 12/2. Six have arrived at 
Funchal, one at Gibraltar and two at the 
Azores, and 3 which were separated from 
the convoy are not accounted for.

Operations Against Vichy French
REGISTAN boarded Vichy French SS FORT 
RICHEPANSE at noon today in 30° 14.7 ’ N.,
18° 39* W., and is sending her in to 
Gibraltar under armed guard. MARSDALE 
intercepted SS P.L.M. 13 at 2000 and SS 
LORIENT at 2359 in 28° 12* N., 12° 23’ W., 
and is bringing them to Gibraltar. P.L.M. 
13 made S.O.S. and MARSDALE reported that 
both ships intended to scuttle.
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Mediterranean
Parachute mines were dropped last night 
in the outer channel of the Canal at Port 
Said. There were 9 explosions near Fayid.

25 objects, of which 10 are believed to 
be mines and the remainder probably mine 
covers or unexploded bombs were dropped 
in the Suez Canal this morning. The 
Canal will probably have to be closed for 
7 days. Trawling and sweeping are to 
begin tomorrow.

It is reported from a source considered 
reliable, that two convoys of German ships 
escorted by German aircraft passed Tunis 
on 15/2 proceeding towards Tripoli (Africa)

A single Wellington dropped 2760 lbs of 
bombs on Rhodes harbour last night.

Enemy aircraft made two minelaying attacks 
on Benghazi harbour today and suffered losses 
in so doing, from Australian Hurricanes 
and from A.A.Fire.
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.at"
Defence of U.K.

At 1130/18 (D.O. 1159/18) At 2330/18 
(D.O. 2350/18).

S / U 0 1 H ,Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft 
A/A Defences.

N.O.I.G. Yarmouth’s 1110/18. Feared that 
German Air Force will now look on ROYAL 
ARTHUR,Yarmouth, and Lowestoft as soft 
spots hy reason of their very weak A/A 
defence. In that event continued 
homhing must "be expected. Yarmouth and 
Lowestoft are of high importance because 
neither warships nor convoys can move on 
the east coast unless sweepers from those 
ports continue to operate efficiently and 
without interruption, vide Nore Letter 
683/l69F/hO of 12/2/hl. Request serious 
consideration to the early improvement 
of A/A defences at these places.
(C. in G. Nore 17U6/1Q).
O o j >39 18/2. Following from Adty:- 
Adty are concerned regarding number 
of attacks by single aircraft on Lowestoft 
and Yarmouth.
(2) Safety of shipping using East Coast 
Channels is dependent on efficiency of 
minesweeping and auxiliary patrol craft 
based on these harbours.
(3) Request practicability of j&j&Rggg"Ci.ycu.t" 
paying a visit may be examined. Ends.
In addition to the one troop which has 
been at Lowestoft for the last fornight 
please consider giving protection Yarmouth. 
(Hofor 1908/18 to Eastco).

Aultbea. LINNET reports outer guard loop laid.
Guard (N.O.I.G. Aultbea 1900/18).
Loop laid.
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Movements.
SOKOL. Sailed escorted "by WHITE BEAR as ty S.5's 

1209/14.(P.O.I.C. Greenock 09d0/18).

SURCOUF. 
THUNDERBOLT. Intend to sail SURCOUP and THUNDERBOLT 

escorted By WESTON at 1600/19 to 57° 30'N. 10° 00*W. E.T.A. 1930/20. Thence 'WESTON 
to Londonderry, Submarines to Northwestwards 
as routed by F.O.S. 1549/14 and C. in C. W.A 
1938/15.(S.2. 1013/18).

QUEEN ELIZABETH. 
DIDO.
SOMALI.

QUEEN ELIZABETH will sail from Rosyth for Scapa p.m./20.
A.A. escort DID0,A/S screen SOMALI and 
2 destroyers detailed by V.A.(D) H.F. 
SOMALI is at Rosyth. Remaining ships 
are to proceed under orders of DIDO to arrive at Rosyth a.m./20.
(C. in C. H.P. 1039/18).

MAIDSTONE.

m

Adty 1506/16. Following received from 
MAIDSTONE. Anticipate MAIDSTONE can 
sail for Clyde 48 hours after arrival 
of TYNE. Estimate ten days in hand required. (F.O.S. 1102/18 to Adty).
Reference Admiralty 1506/16. No labour 
is available at present to undertake defects covering ten days.
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow 1504/18 to F.O.S).
Adty 1506/1 6 . Request very early decision. 
(R.A.D. 1512/18 to Adty).

PANDORA. My 1215/16. Sailing of PANDORA postponed at least 24 hours.
(S.5. 1115/18).

COTTESMORE. Sail COTTESMORE for Sheerness forthwith.
(C. in C. W.A. 1234/18 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry)

/KELLY
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Movements, (contd).

Arrived Plymouth 1005. (C. in C. Plymouth 
1348/18).

Arrived 1020.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1355/18).

My 1615/7 and my 2258/16, P.O.I.C. 
Southampton's 1217/17 and P.O.C.N.P's 
2214/17. Unless ALCANTARA can arrive 
Clyde in time to carry out the firings 
ordered in para. 3 of my 1615/7 and he 
ready to sail p.m./2/3, her sailing from 
the Clyde must he deferred. It cannot 
he accepted that she should proceed abroad 
without having carried out any practice 
firing.
(A.C.N.S.P. 1402/18).

Trawler Lines tonight. 4 Trawlers. 
(A.C.O.S. 1541/18).

Positions at 0800/19 and movements for 
following 24 hours.
(F.O.S. 1707/18).

My 1600/18. Add PRIMROSE left Tyne 
1745 for Methil. E.T.A. about 0100/19. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1752/18).

A.S. Rosyth's 1929/17. Item (ii), 
embark such boiler tubes as will enable 
this item to be completed elsewhere; also 
any spare gear necessary to complete other 
important defects.
(C^ in C. H.P. 2154/18 to REPULSE).

Intend to sail CUTTY SARK at 1000/19 to 
R/V with CACHALOT in 515* Gape Wrath 8 
miles at 0800/20 and escort her to the 
Clyde.
(S.2. 2552/18).



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Hook of 
Holland 
and Gap E . 
Sweeps by 
M.T.B's.

Patrol of
Iceland^Paroes
Passage.

Search for 
Mines.
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1 8.2 .1941.Tuesday.
HOMS COMMANDS.

Operations.
Weather permitting three Motor Torpedo 
Boats are to proceed to charted position 
Maas Light Vessel and then close Hook 
on silent engine.
If nothing is found M.T.Bs. should then 
sweep to eastwards if endurance permits. 
Any ship met east of 002° 20’ East may 
he attacked without challenging.
(0. in 0. Nore 111+6/18 to BEEHIVE).
My 111+6/18. After "weather permitting" 
add "tonight 18th".
In addition two M.T.B’s will carry out 
sweepfhom inner Gabbard through Gap E 
to Brown Ridge and back by same route. 
All M.T.B’s sail about 1800/18 returning 
daylight/19.
(C. in 0. Nore 1508/18 to BEEHIVE, and 
171+2/18 to VANESSA, GARTH).
Sailed WIDGEON, M.T.Bs. 32, 34, 31, 42 
and 43 at 1818.
(P.0.1.0. Harwich 1846/18).

Scapa arrivals EDINBURGH 161? NIGERIA 
1619.(A.C.O.S. 1629/18).

British Air Activity.
Cancel my 2230/17. One Sunderland from 
Sullom Voe to vicinity 61° 13'N. 18° 10'W. 
E.T.A. 1100/18 to search for about 3 hours. 
(G. in G. Rosyth 0458/18).

Three Beaufort Aircraft leave Wick about 
1200 to attack any enemy vessels near 
Nord Fjord.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1134/18).

/Patrols
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British Air Activity. (contd).
One 'Whitley A/G will fly coastwise from 
St. Abbs to Flamborough Head. Expect 
depart 1430. E.T.A. about 1515.
(G. in G. Rosyth 1558/18).

Enemy shipping along Northern French Coast 
appears to move by day. "
2. It is intended to obtain the maximum
information of day movement.
j>. One Blenheim to carry out patrol BUST
twice daily between Ushant and Guernsey
when in the opinion of the pilot
existing weather conditions give sufficient
protection from enemy fighters.
4. The times and direction of the patrol 
must be kept as irregular as possible 
to increase security but, subject to 
weather, the patrols should normally be 
flown as nearly as possible to dawn and 
dusk having regard to the need for 
irregularity.
(N.W.D. H.Q. 19 Group 1757/18 to St. Eval).

No fighter escort tonight. Keep kites 
flying.
(C. in G. Rosyth 1630/18 to FOWEY, HORNPIPE).

Expect Air escort throughout daylight 
tomorrow Wednesday from 0815 by one Whitley 
relieved by one.Sunderland.
(C. in G. Rosyth 1816/18 to WANDERER, WITCH, 
MONTGOMERY, NASTURTIUM).

Enemy Air Activity.
Coast Guard Aldeburgh reports at 0404,
155° from lookout and 135° from Orfordness 
G.G. lookout a large red flash in sky 
believed to be aircraft exploded. Sparks 
seen as object appeared to fall. Heavy 
explosion also heard. Also reported by 
Orfordness H.S. and H.U. Patrol and 
SHELDRAKE. At 0418 D.O. Walton reports 
red glow just above surface bearing 
125° distant followed by heavy explosion. 
Also reported by SHELDRAKE, Coast Guard 
Clacton, Patrols H.Q. and H.L.2. and Capt D 
(F.O.I.G. Harwich 0520/18).

/My
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HOME COMMANDS.

g'
Enemy Air Activity, (contd).
My 0520 STELLA RIGEL reporta-Jaaxi**^ 
definitely shot down an enemy plane with 
her oerlikon gun at 01+00 to-day in 
approximate position 51° 57*N. 01° 55’E. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 101+1+/18).

Air raid damage Yarmouth 01+00/18. Direct 
hit WATCHFUL. Building demolished, not 
repairable. Other minor damages to 
Admiralty properties estimated £28. 
(Works, Shotley 1205/18).
Naval Base damaged by bomb. Staff 
evacuated into dug-out. No casualties. 
(P.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1725/18)
During final raid of night by 2 planes 
at 051+5/18 a direct hit was registered 
on Naval base demolishing the top floors 
and necessitating evacuation of building. 
Casualties nil.
(N.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1810/18).

(Dutch Tanker, 10 ,j>5k Tons) Bombed in 
55° l+’N. 16° 12’W.
(Valentia Radio 1025/18).
TARIA machine-gunned.
(Port Patrick Radio, Reed, 111+2/18).
Detach 1 Corvette to assist if necessary.
(C. in C. W.A. 1225/18 to LEAMINGTON.). 
S.O.S. from TARIA now ended.
(Port Patrick Radio 1252/18).
Sailed ASSURANCE and SEAMAN from Campbeltown 
to assist.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 11+05/18).
Return to Campbeltown.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1621+/18 to ASSURANCE, 
SEAMAN).
Your 1225/18 and N.O.i/c Greenock 11+.05/18.
Am escorting TARIA whose compasjss are out 
of action and making water slowly. My 
position course and speed are 055° 12’N.
015° W. 080° 7. Master states tug not 
required.
(SABRE 1801/18 to C. in C. W.A).

"TSdoty’*Convoy being shadowed by one
aircraft 1000 ft. in 52° l ’N. 1° 1+5’E. 
(VALOROUS 1028/18) (HURRICANE 1050/18). 
Convoy being attacked in 52° N. 1° i+5*E. 
(PELICAN 101+1/18).

/R.V. Yard



War Diary.

R.V. Yard 
Deptford 
tomb e d 17/2.

Bawdsey 
Area.

Shetlands 
on 17/2.

SARONTA.
(A/P Trawler) 
damaged.

Attack on
Invergordon
17/2.
Request for 
Investigation.

m o s t s e c r e t . 5 g q

18.2.19U1.Tuesday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity, (contd).
A number of incendiary bombs fell on this 
yard last night. 2 small fires started in 
Block 17 but quickly overcome by yard 
personnel and R.M. Police. Some damage 
to stock, chiefly towels. Some local 
records damaged by fire and water.
(Supt R.V.Y. Deptford 1030/18).

Following received from R.A.F. Bawdsey 
begins:- Enemy aircraft flying in area 
covered by joining following points. 
Numerous aircraft flying at 3000 feet 
and less operated in this area throughout 
the night. Ends 0950.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1035/18).

Following received from N.O.i/c., Lerwick. 
Begins:- One Dornier flying pencil 
appeared over Lerwick at 1220 and dropped 
£wo bombs on shore of north harbour. 2 
more bombs dropped near Greenhead and 
two on Bressay Island near A/A guns. These 
latter have not yet exploded. A/C then 
machine-gunned A/P trawler LORD BBACONSFIELD 
off the south entrance and then made off to 
the eastward. Fighters failed to intercept. 
3 military personnel received slight 
cuts and two of crew of LORD BEAGONSFIELD 
grazed by splinters. Damage entirely 
superficial but trawlers D. G. wires cut 
in several places. T.0.0. 1616/17 ends. 
(A.C.O.S. 1105/18).

At l6i|0 off Lowestoft SARONTA was attacked 
by Dornier and received damaged by two 
near misses. Now returned to harbour.
Fire consequently opened by ships in 
harbour, and enemy possibly hit.
(N.O.I.O. Lowestoft 1920/18).

F.O.I.G. Invergordon, reports that at 
lll+O 17/2 E.A. recognised as JU 88 entered 
Cromarty Firth between Sutors at 100 ft, 
attacked oil tanks with bombs at 50 ft, 
then with M.G. R.A.F. camp, a Sunderland 
aircraft at moorings and a/p trawler.
No fire was opened and no warning given;
2. No.casualties to Naval personnel.
One oil tank demolished, two damaged. Loss 
of oil estimated at at least, 2000 tons.
3. Request matter may be investigated and Admiralty informed of measures which it
is proposed to take to reduce risk of repetition of such incidents.(D. of L.D. 2022/18 to Air Ministry).
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Mining.
Campbeltown. , Campbeltown Loch now open. Ships should 

not exceed 6 knots entering harbour. 
(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown 1040/18).

ZME. 18. Intend leaving Milford Haven 1715 to-day 
to lay at 2530 returning on completion about 0550/19.
(PLOVER 1042/18).

Sweep ofGap A. Following received from M.S.5. in 
amplification of his 0110/17.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1046/18).

Tyne. Tyne remains closed. Minesweepers unable to onerate.
(F.o.I.C. Tyne 1157/18).
Port of Tyne open.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 1627/18).

Barry Roads. My 1404/10. Ships may now anchor in 
Barry Roads East of 5° l6’West. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1214/18).

JAMAICA PLANTER, (mined 22/1). My 1720/22/1. M.V. JAMAICA PLANTER has now been placed in the Barry Dock. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1258/18).

Walton. C.G. Walton reports 1 parachute mine on 
beach at Naze at low water mark. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 154 0/I8 1945/18).

Minelaying 
off Brest.
( X)

Admiralty letter M/O.D. 2017/41 on 15/2/41. 
Intend carrying out operation A as amended 
by Admiralty Message 1549/17 between 0050 
and 0150/20. Request H.Q.B.C. may carry out a diversionary bombing attack on 
Brest during lay and for as long as 
possible up to three hours before 0050/20. 
(ii) KELLY, JACKAL, KASHMIR, KIPLING 
will cover 20. D.F.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1544/18).
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HOME COMMANDS.

18.2.1901.Tuesday.

Mining, (contd).
7 destroyers oroceed southward from position 
180°, The Lizard five at 19;>0/19 and leave 
vicinity Ushant about 0200/20 direct 
Plymouth.
Request PANDORA may keep clear.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1822/18 to P.O.S).
0. in G. Plymouth 1300/18.
1. Three destroyers from Plymouth will 
he carrying out a minelaying operation 
off Brest between 0030 and 0130/20.
2. Request diversionary bombing attack on 
Brest from as soon after 2130/19 as possible 
until 0130/20.
3. It is not intended that this diversion 
should take precedence over major object 
of air attack on the harbour and gardening 
in the approaches to Brest.
(A.C.N.S(H) 2230/18).

The following three mines exploded to-day. 
Particulars.
(F.O.Humber 1835/18).

Scapa arrival 1910 AURORA. 
(A.G.O.S. 1921/18).

Arrival Port ZA 2155/18 SOUTHERN PRINCE, 
AGAMEMNON, PORT QUEBEC, BRIGHTON, LANCASTER, 
CHARLESTON.
(TRELAWNEY 2157/18).

Scapa departure 2200 ARETHUSA.
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18.2.191+1.
Tuesday.

Enemy Intelligence.

At 15U5 sighted small M.Y. of about 30 T. 
Flying I.F.S. colours in 36° li+*N. 8° l+'W. 
GO 132° SP 8 Knots a somewhat suspicious 
circumstance in the navigators view.
A/C report. (Aldergrove 151+5/18).

Following have not been identified One 
small slow vessel bearing 332°, distance 
1+ miles Course 190° at 0230/17.
One small slow vessel bearing 325° distance 
8 miles Course 060° at 0750/17.
Both from Fair Isle.
(A.G.o.S. 1803/18).

Suspect E boat between 56 and 57 buoy 
at 2035.
(C. in C. Nore 2103/18).

W/T Intelligence suggest convoy movements 
and naval activity between Skagerrack 
and Bergen possibly in the near future. 
(D.D.I.C. 1910/18) (F.O.S. 2253/18 to
STURGEON).

Miscellaneous.

Uncharted rock discovered in 064° 11’ 22"N. 
021° 52' 50" W depth fathoms at low 
water. Position marked by Dan buoy.
(F.O. Iceland 1237/18).
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HOME COMMANDS.

General.
Shiooinp: & Convoys.

Turkish 
Perry Boats.

Seven Turkish Perry Boats waiting in 
Clyde are urgently required in Turkey. 
Request you co-ordinate arrangements to 
sail them with special escort at first 
favourable opportunity. Escort is 
required to vicinity of 25° W. whence they

0 *
should proceed independently to Madeira 
for onward routeing via the Caoe.
(D.T.D. 1157/18 to C. in C. W.A. P.O.I.C. 
Greenock).

W/T
Oscillation. Admty. 1906/29/10. Arrangements have now 

been made with Ministry of Shipping for 
W/T surveyors to ascertain what foreign 
merchant ships assembling for convoy have 
W/T apparatus liable to oscillate badly, 
and report cases not remedied. N.C.S.O.’s 
at U.K. Ports where W/T surveyors are 
acting should establish necessary liaison 
with these Officers.
(D.T.D. 1501/18 to A.I.G. 1+7).

A.M.S.I. 170. Attention of Masters to be called to

I) •

A.M.S.I. 170 compliance with which is 
considered to be of great imoortance. 
-(D.T.D. 2013/18 to A.I.G. 1+7;.

Coastal Convoys.
E.N. 75. 0515/18. Escorts. 22 Ships (N.C.S.0.

Methil 0537/18) List 0 7 W 1 8 ) .
Deletion (N.C.S.0 Methil 11+52/18) TENNESSEE 
to join (N.G.S.O. Aberdeen I5I+I/I8). 
Absentees and addition (C. in C. Rosyth 
1633/18) Position (ELLESMERE 191+0/18).

P.N. 11. Sailed 0855> 38 shins (N.C.S.0. Thames, 
1101/18) List (1211+/18) 2 ships sailed. 
(N.C.S.0. Harwich 15j>l/l8) Ships joining 
Humber (N.C.S.0. Humber 1719/18).

/O.B.U. 287

*
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Coastal Convoys, 
(contd) .

Shipping and Convoys.

O.B.U. 287. Del^aing sailing pending WANDERER'S 
arrival at Loch Ewe. (N.C.S.O. Aulthea 
0814.0/18).  1700/18, escort R0MSEY? 13 
ships. (N.C.S.O. Aulthea 1850/18) List 
(1910/18).

i|* 8 ‘ M * v ' s To sail 1630/I8. Escorts (N.C.S.O. 
Dartmouth 081+6/18) Sailed (161+0/18, 161+8/18)

O.B.C. 289; 0230/21. 7 (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0911/18).

F.N. and 
F.S.

Cancelling 191+2/16. Additional escorts 
F.N. 11-16 and F.S. 16-20. (F.O.I.C. 
Harwich 1058/18, 1020/20)

F.S.L2. I/ - 1 1 My 1907/17. BUSIRIS arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames. 1152/18).

F.S. lf \L>

il m

A/S trawlers to join. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 
1201+/18) Sailed 11+00/18. (N.C.S.O. Methil 
11+1+5/18) List (F.O.I.C. Tyne 151+7/18) 
Escorts (C. in C. Rosyth 2j>56/l8)

fl 9

S.N.U. 73- 0700/20, unescorted, 2 ships. (N.C.S.O 
Aultbea 121+7/18).

E.N. 7 k . 0715/19, escorts, 15 ships. Codes. (N.C.S.O 
Methil 121+7/18) SLEIPNER sailing cancelled. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 211+5/18).

2 M.V'a. Admty 111+5/10. A/S escort (C. in C. 
Plymouth 1516/18) .

F.S. ' L ^ .  1+1$ Position* 8 ships for London (N.C.S.O. 
Thames 1359/18) Arrived (1907/18).

O.B.O. 288. 0700/^9, escort SNOWDROP, 1+ ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Oban 1603/18) .

/W.N. 85
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Coastal Convoys, 
(contd).

Shinning and Convoys.

W.N. 85. Arrived 1515/18. (N.C.S.O. Methil. 
1604/18) (C. in C. Rosyth 2 3 5 6/I8).

F.S. 16. 4'& Tug ST. MELLONS, to join (F.O.I.C. 
Harwich 1700/18) No ships from Tyne area. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1709/18) 3 ships from

1)1 * Humber. (N.C.S.O. Humber 1724/18).

E.N. 75. SNAPDRAGON as additional close escort. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1717/18).

F.N. IQ. 1+ (O Diversions from Sunderland, Middlesbrough, 
Blyth. (C. in C. Rosyth 1807/18).

13 M.V.rs To sail 1830/19. (N.C.S.O. Dartmouth 
1814/18).

W.N. 87. 211+6/18. Escorts. 11 ships (N.C.S.O. 
Clyde 2221/18).

0 •  P.S. 1^. Lfrj Left. Escorts. (C. in C. Rosyth 2 3 5 6/I8 ).

Ocean Convoys.
S.C. 21. Arrived with VOLUNTEER. (P.O.I.C. Greenock 

0725/18) Arrivals (N.C.S.O. Belfast 
1016/18, 1025/18, N.C.S.O. Mersey 1720/18, 
N.C.S.O. Belfast 1725/18).

S • L . S. 61+. Asking when ships now at Punchal will 
be ready to sail. (D.T.D. 1239/18 to 
Consul Punchal).
Your 1239/18. BLAIR ATHOLL ready for sea, 
original destination Middlesbrough. 
(N.C.S.O. Punchal 1941/18 - circulated 
under T.O.O. 1941/17) For Ships lost from 
S.L.S. 64» see North Atlantic.

S.L. 66. Sailing telegram (N.C.S.O. Freetown 1200/18)

/H.X. 106
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HOME COMMANDS.

Ocean Convoys, 
(contd).

Shipping and Convoys.

H.X. 106. Clyde arrivals (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0845/18) 
TORBORG arrived (N.C.S.O. Milford Haven 
1505/18) Mersey arrivals (N.C.S.O 
Mersey 1750/18).

H.G. 54. Postponed 24 hours, weather (F.O.C.N.A 
0944/18).

H.G. 55. 27 hours late (C. in C. W.A. 1018/18 to
LEAMINGTON, SABRE, etc).

H.X. 1 0 7. Deletions (D.T.D. 1158/18) LEEDS UNITED 
to meet (F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1842/18).

H.X. 108. Not met, position (RODNEY, 1400Z/18)
Cancel my 1400. Located in 5 6 .1 5 N . , 55.17 W 
(RODNEY , 1755Z/18).

O.B. 288. List, destinations and E.T.A. (N.C.S.O. 
Mersey 1615/18) Sailed 1625/ 1 8, 9 shins 
(1659/18).

S.L. 6i+. My 1808/13. Final destinations (D.T.D. 
1717/18, 1718/18).

H.X. 111. Destinations (D.T.D. 1723/18).

s.c. 2 3. Sailing telegram (S.C.N.O. Halifax 1425/18).

MILITARY CONVOYS.
FORTH 
BATORY.

Your 2249/15. A/S escort for FORTH and 
BATORY will "be provided.
(C. in C. W.A. 2051/18).
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.
BOY ALAN. (L.L. Sweeper) Wreck raised and now 

beached 060° l£ cables from Southend 
pierhead. Operations proceeding. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 0855/18).

CORYTON.
(Grounded

~ W 2 7EMPIRE BREEZE.

My 1112 and 1620/16. Position of CORYTON 
precarious. All crew safely landed except 
master who remained on board and was sub
sequently washed overboard and drowned 
before lifeboat could be sent. Salvage 
vessel BULL6ER has been directed to 
proceed from Amble to CORYTON after Salvage 
of EMPIRE BREEZE is completed. EMPIRE 
BREEZE is ready for refloating when weather moderates.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1145/18).

ELEOTRA. A/S directing gear out of action. 
Request repair yard may be allocated 
and the following defects made good. (R.A.D. 1415/18).

Lifeboat 
and 2 Bodies. NORTHERN SUN reports sighting waterlogged 

metal lifeboat in 59° 51'N, 12° 13*W. at 
1300/18. Continuing search.
(S.O. Northern Trawlers 1447/18).
My 1300. Recovered 2 unidentified bodies 
both in officers uniform. Request 
instructions.
(NORTHERN SUN 1850/18 to S.O. N. Trawlers.)

BARRHEAD
(Grounded

29/1 2)
My 1151/14/1. Am making further attempt at salvage with local resources. Slight 
chance the ship may be got off at next 
spring tide, or one after.
(F.O. Iceland 1737/18).

Wrecks. 182 Q.Z.H. Stornoway Area. Dangerous 
wreck reported in 58° 17’ N. 07° 28fW. (Hydrographer I830/1 8).

184 Q.Z.H. Yarmouth area. Wreck with Spar showing 3 ft. at low water, reported in 
52° 47’ 45” N. 01° 44' 30" E.(Hydrographer 2206/18),
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War Diary.

FORT
RIGHEPANSE

S.L.S.64 
attacked by 
raider 12/2.

VARANGBERG

SHEFFIELD

18.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operations Against Vichy French.

Boarded French ship FORT RIGHEPANSE in 
position 030° 47' N. 0i8° 59' W. at 
1200 B.S.T. Ship steering 076° speed 
8 knots, one engine out of order, salved 
two bags confidential Vichy mail.
Sending into Gibraltar with armed guard 
and accompanying; ship until further orders. 
(REGISTAN, 1230/18, to Admty.).

North Atlantic.

Following 7 ships are nov; believed to have 
been sunk -
WASLABY 4876 tons. Oil cake.
SHREWSBURY 4542 tons. Wheat.
WESTBURY 4712 tons. Cotton seed, oil cake. 
OSWESTRY GRANGE 4684 tons. General. 
DERRYNANE 4896 tons. Iron ore.
PERSEUS (Greek) 5172 tons. General. 
B0RGESTAD (Nor.) 3924 tons. Cotton.
The Norwegian BUR and British L0RNAST0N 
have arrived St. Miguel, Azores, and it is 
hoped that four other ships separated from 
the convoy may be safe, which with the 
ships already known to have arrived, would 
make a total of 12 ships saved and 7 
probably sunk. (D.S. 532, 18/2).
Subsequent to above summary:-
(Norwegian) Arrived Gibraltar 17/2 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1103/18). This left 3 ships 
unaccounted for - NAILSEA LASS, EMPIRE 
ENERGY, and Greek KALLI0PI.

Gibraltar 18/2 0900 departure SHEFFIELD 
E.T.A. position 030° 46' N. 022° 03' W.
1200 zone minus one 20/2 In accordance with 
Admty. 1755/15. (F.O.C.N.A. 0950/18, to
Admty. etc.).

/ Your 1708/17. ...
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SHEFFIELD
(Contd.l

Air Report>

ARK ROYAL

P.L.M.13 
(FrenchT 
Distress
Message.

18.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

Your 1708/17. SHEFFIELD is to return to 
Gibraltar on reaching 50° N. or earlier if 
fuel necessitates, in accordance with 
A.T. 2005/14 oara. 2.
(D.O.D.(F) 1622/18 to P.O.C.N.A.).

Flying curtailed owing to weather. 
(200 Group, 1700/18).

My 2319/16, report what bombs, etc. were 
used by ARK ROYAL's aircraft on these 
occasions, and whether correct tests and 
drills were carried out.
(D.N.A.D. 1738/18, to S.0. Force H).

Following has been received.
S.O.S. de CNK (Casa Blanca)
Position 28°. 12 N., 12.25 W.
(Portishead Radio, 1745/18).
DE EABX RAMON ALONSO begins S.O.S. from 
P.L.M. - 13/ - F.O.S.D. Position 28.12 N. 
12.25 W. J1745 G.M.T. Camandante Bergoin. 
(Valentia Radio, 1918/18).
RAMON ALONSO R., Spanish. P.L.M. 13 was 
reported passing Gibraltar on 12/2.
(D.S. 533).
Following picked up by amateur at 2020 G.M.T. 
between 75 and 85 Mtrs. S.O.S. R.M.M. 13 
position A 28.12 North 12.25 West - 1744 
G.M.T. (Portishead Radio, T.E.I. 2338/18).
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.Var Diary.

NORTHERN
PRINCE.

TOUAREG 
CAPO OLMO ' 
CAP DES 
PALMES 

DRAGON

CLAN
MACTAVISH

LANCING

Cable
Repairs.

PHILOMEL

AFRIC STAR

18.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic.

Overdue shipping, Cancel my 1121/17. 
NORTHERN PRINCE arrived Capetown.
(S.O.I. Capetown 1007B/18).

/  A 1". M2>.

Your 1045/16 Request you will retain 
TOUAREG at Pointe Noire until CAPO OLMO or 
CAP DES PALMES is ready to sail and then 
sail both ships in company to rendezvous 
with DRAGON in position previously arranged 
for 19/2 at 0800/25. Request confirmation 
that TOUAREG has not already sailed.
(C.in C. S.A., 1016/18 to S.N.O. Pointe 
l-oire).

Overdue shipping. CLAN MACTAVISH due 
Capetown 14/2 from U.K. not arrived.
(S.O.I. Capetown, 1115B/18).

Your 1847/15 (Norwegian whaling factory 
LANCING to proceed Falkland Islands).
Ship sailed p.m./l7 and is due Port Stanley 
26/2. (N.C.S.O. Rio de Janeiro
1128/18 to Admty.).

LADY DENISON PENDER now at Freetown 
proceeds A.M./19 for important repair 
Freetown-Ascension cable in position 008°
19‘ N. 014° 03' W. time required 7 days 
maximum probably less. Further signal will 
be made ref. your 1934/16. S££LOgs_Vo£_. 9o. 
(C.in C. S.A., 1325N/18, to Admty.).

^ 4 /  7T
Your 1912Z/12. Every effort is to be made to 
hasten date of A.S.I.S. PHILOMEL release 
which should not be later than l/6.
(D.T.S.D. 1737/18 to N.O.I.C. Falklands).

Overdue at Cape Verde from Montevideo since 
3l/l (raider signal on 29/l), now presumed 
lost. (D.S. 533).

/ CALLIOPE
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CALLIOPE

P rop osed
Oper a t i o n s .

COMORIN
S .L .6 6 .

CAP DES 
PALMES 

FORT DE 
TROY ON 

TOUAREG 
CAPO OLIviO 
TQMBOCTOU 
CUBA
INDOCHINOIS 
CHATEAU ROUX

MOST SECRET.

1 8 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
Tuesday .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Sou th  A t l a n t i c .  (C o n t d . )

Overdue s h i p p in g ,  Panama CALLIOPE has 
a r r i v e d  Campana. ( S . O . I .  M o n te v id e o ,  
2 1 4 7 Z /1 8 )  .

R ep ly  t o  Admty. 1 9 3 4 /1 6 .  ( C . i n  C. S .A .  
2215N /18) See O p e ra t io n  Volum e.

D ep a rtu re  1 3 3 1 /1 8  COMORIN as Ocean e s c o r t  
t o  Convoy SL 66 and th e n ce  t o  G reenock  in  
a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  C . in  C. S . A . ' s  1 3 2 9 /1 7 .  
L o c a l  A /S  e s c o r t  SURPRISE, CLEMATIS, PICT, 
KELT. ( S . O . I .  F reetow n  2 3 2 7 /1 8  t o  A d m ty . ) .

C o n d it io n  o f  F ree  F ren ch  Merchant S h ip s  in  
West A f r i c a n  a r e a .
F o r  d e c i s i o n  w h eth er t h e s e  s h ip s  b e f o r e  
b e in g  s a i l e d  f o r  U .K . i f  r e q u i r e d
(A) In  Convoy
(B) In d e p e n d e n t ly
sh ou ld  be d eg a u ssed  have gun f i t t e d  and 
am munition s u p p l i e d  and be  d ock ed  and 
r e p a i r e d  as n e c e s s a r y .  C o n s id e r  no s h ip  
sh ou ld  be s a i l e d  in d e p e n d e n t ly  w ith o u t  
d e g a u s s in g  and arm ing and p r e f e r a b l e  a l l  
s h o u ld  be s o  f i t t e d .  D eg a u ss in g  and L .A . 
armament can be f i t t e d  in  u n io n  p o r t s .  
CHATEAU ROUX i s  l o a d e d  and a t  F ree tow n  as 
r e p o r t e d  in  N .C .S .O ,  Freetow n 's?  1 4 0 4 /1 3 .  
( C . i n  C. S .A . 2 3 5 7 /1 8  t o  A d t y . ) .
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18.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

. Mediterranean.

Malta 
a/c raid, 
Minelaying. 
14/2.

Valetta harbour and approaches. 
2030/14.
About 10 enemy aircraft believed J U 88 made 
coast at 10000 feet and then glided along it 
to heights varying between 300 and 2000 feet, 
Mines released over land and drifted to 
seaward. Mines rather scattered.
Other aircraft bombed using flares 
illumination. Two landed in Senglea just 
missing dockyard and one landed in Valetta. 
Damage considerable.
(V .A . Malta, 0920/18).

DELPHINIUM. C.in C. W.A. 1204/16. In view of pressing 
PR IMULA, ER1C A, need for these vessels in Mediterranean, 
SNAPDRAGON. request fitting of awning and tropical gear 

may be deferred until arrival Alexandria, 
necessary gear being forwarded by freight. 
(C.in C. Med. 1018/18).

hI •

TETRARCH After passing 033° 25', 025° 00' TETRARCH
ROVER is proceeding through 033° 00', 028° 25'

thence direct to arrive Sanctuary 0500/20. 
ROVER arrives Alexandria 1000/19,
ILEX and HASTY arrive Alexandria A.M./19 
from 034 ° 00',*.026 ° 00'.i.

(Capt. S.l, 1201/18, to TETRARCH, ROVER).

i

Benghazi. 
enemy air 
raids and 
ftiining.

Suez Canal 
mining.

Operational summary 0.253 up to 1200 hours 
18/2/41.
1. Egypt. Night 15/16. Enemy bombed Benghazi, 
2 mines in Harbour, 1 exploded.
Night 16/17. Enemy bombed Benghasi area.
1 mine dropped in Harbour exploded.
Night 17/18. Enemy dropped parachute mines 
in the outer channel Suez Canal Port Said.
9 explosions near Fayid. Canal navigation 
temporarily suspended. No casualties 
reported.
(H.Q. R.A.F., M.E., 1211/18.).

/ Enemy Convoy

l\3
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Enemy Convoy

UPRIGHT 
patrol.

Five Ships.

Suez Canal 
mining.

Military
Convoy.

Minesweeping 
Whalers.

18.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. (Contd.)

Following from secret source considered 
reliable. Two convoys of German ships 
escorted by J.U. 87 passed Tunis on 15/2 
proceeding towards Tripoli (Africa). 
(S.O.I.? Malta, 1230/18, to Admty.).

Cancel my 1305/17. On completion of exercise 
p.m./l9 proceed through 035° 34’ 014° 10* and 
034° 35' 012° 06' to carry out offensive 
patrol in area G 034° 10' 010° 40* - 000° - 
50 - 70. (S.0.(S), Malta, 1647/18,
to UPRIGHT).

My 1503/30/11/40. Requesting information 
re certain vessels. (C.in C. Med. 1658/18 
to Admty.) See Mediterranean Volume.

Considered that all objects dropped from 
attacking planes this morning have been 
plotted with fair accuracy. Impossible to 
ascertain in all cases whether objects were 
mines, mine covers or unexploded bombs.
Out of 25 objects reported 10 are probably 
mines. Considered canal -will probably be 
closed to traffic for 7 days. Trawling and 
sweeping will be in operation 19/2. 
(S.B.N.0. Suez Canal, 1845/18).

Your 1247 (See Mediterranean Volume).
In view of shortage of tonnage, my 2128/31 
refers, urge that fewer ships be used for 
vehicles and stores for advance party.
Number and size appear excessive for amount 
to be lifted. Also that personnel are 
carried on H.M. Ships.
(D. of S.T. 2007/18 to P.S.T.0. Egypt.).

C.in C. Med. 1721/17. Following coal 
burning whalers are believed to be at Durban, 
not employed, (list of 10).
Request report which are suitable for early 
naval service.
(D.M.S. 202]/l8 to N.O.I.C. Durban).
Reply: 1130/20.

/ Your 1535/17, • • • •
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Minesweeping 
W halers.

Suez Canal 
W atch lng.

French 
F ly in g  
B o a t .

BARJORft

MANDASQR

1 8 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

M editerranean . (C on td .)

Your 1 5 3 5 /1 7 , r e g r e t  not p o s s ib le  f o r  
d r i f t e r s  t o  make the passage t o  Eastern 
M editerranean . N .O . i / c  Durban i s  b e in g  
t o l d  t o  survey and s e l e c t  6 w halers t o  be 
f i t t e d  l o c a l l y  as f a r  as p o s s i b l e .
(D.M.S. 2 0 2 5 /1 8 , t o  C .in  C. M ed .) .

F o l lo w in g  from C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f  t o  C . in  C . ,  
M.E. Re w atching Canal t o  l o c a t e  any 
m ines . Whatever the number r e q u ire d  th ere  
shou ld  be no d i f f i c u l t y  in  p ro v id in g  them 
from tro o p s  who have not y e t  been p rov id ed  
w ith  f u l l  equipment.
(W .O., 2 1 0 0 /1 8 , t o  C .in  C. M .E .) .

East I n d ie s .

My 1 4 3 2 /1 2 . F o l lo w in g  in t e r c e p t e d  by 
SAGITTA 0600Z/10 (b e g in s )  Massawa W/T 
s t a t i o n  from FARAP. P o s i t i o n  FARAP 15° 
30 ' N ., 4 0 °  07 ' 50" E.
(C . in  C. E . I . ,  0 6 5 0 /1 8 , t o  A d m ty .) .

Your 2 1 3 0 /4 .  BARJORjSi r e p la c e s  SUISANG, 
my 0740/4 r e f e r s .  BARJORtt now a r r iv e d  
Colombo i s  unarmed and not d egau ssed . 
Should work be done here estim a ted  time 
14 d a y s . (C . in  C. E . I . ,  1010Z /18 , t o  
C .in  C. M ed .) .

Overdue at Durban from  C a lcu tta  since 4 /2 ,  
( r e p o r t  o f  bombing 2 4 / l ) . Now presumed l o s t .  
(D .S . 5 3 3 ) .
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CUNENE

German 
ships.

VAN KINSBERGEN.

S.S.EXCALIBUR 
suspect 
mission of 
John Cudahy.

S .0.23.

T .0.10.

FORTH

V/AIRUNA
TULAGI

18.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.

Portuguese ship CUNENE shortly sailing 
Pew bork to Lisbon. Master believed pro- 
Nazi, said to have twelve homing pigeons 
on board.
(D.N.I., 1028/18, to C.in C. A.W.I., 
F.O.C.N.A.).

A.N.A. Santiago de Chile 1131/18 see 
German Merchant ships.

My 0952/12. Leave Paramaribo a.m./21 
and proceed to Trinidad so as to arrive p.m./ 
23. Complete with 1‘uel and await further 
orders. (C.in C. A.W.I., 1152/l8 to
VAN KINSBERGEN).

Charge D ’Affaires John Cudahy, ex Ambassador 
to Belgium, travelling in S.S. EXCALIBUR 
due Lisbon about 25/2 to interview Nazi 
leaders with view to pro-German propaganda 
etc. It would appear only action feasible 
to prevent is by U.S. State Dept.
(C.in C. A.V/.I., 1203/18, to Admty.).

Departure Halifax 18/2 C0LLINGW00D, local 
escort, ^SCANIA, ocean escort, S.C.23, 
CALIFORNIA for Bermuda. (S.0.1. Halifax,

Numbers of troops and prospective date 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 160l/l8 to Admty.)
See Operations Volume.

p • 0. 3 B.3. 1705/17. Date FORTH can be 
ready. (S.2, toF.O.(S), 2254/18).

Australia.

Have you any news of WAIRUNA and TULAGI? 
(D.T.D., 1740/18, to A.C.N.3.).
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CORDELIA
DELOS
ARKADIA

FRANCA
PAS3I0

CONTE
BIANCAMANO

Ki smayu.

JUVENTUS.

CITTA DI 
MESSINA

SRMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Yesterday Minister for Foreign Affairs 
definitely informed British Ambassador that 
orders had been issued to prevent German 
ship from sailing.
(A.N.A. Santiago de Chile 1131/18.).

Arrival CORDELIA in Ballast, DELOS with 
Cargo of oats from Russia, ARKADIA with 
Cargo of putrefying figs from Turkey for 
Germany. Departures CORDELIA for Russia 
with cargo of 3,000 empty iron drums. 
(Vice Consul, Varna, 1705/18).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Enquiry received concerning this ship, 
reported by N.A. Madrid on 13/10 torpedoed 
off Savona with loss of nearly all on board. 
Have you any information re (1) Sinking 
(2) Rescue of five survivors stated landed 
by Submarine at Barcelona on 15/10 (3)
Polish Nationals on board?
(Head of M. 1350/18 to C.in C. Med.).

New York Press reports negotiations to 
purchase 27 Italian ships in U.S.A. harbours 
including CONTE BIANCAMANO. (D.S. 533).

Summary of 16 ships at Kismayu as at 17/2. 
(D.S. 533).

Probably sunk by torpedo in air attack by 
4 Swordfish a/c near Kerkenah Island 15-16/2 
Ship made f t of

Believed sunk off Misurata on 15/1 by REGENT 
(~D» S » 553 » )-» £<*. A u V t'j/'X.,



War Diary.

Shios Attacked. 
SIAMESE PRINCE. 
(torpedoed 17/2.)

MUST SECRET.
------------- 6 ! 7
18.  2.  1 9 4 1 .
Tuesday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Request VISENDA may stand by torpedoed 
ship until arrival of MISTRAL - trawler 
detached from 061° 15' N, 015° 30' W, 
at 2200/17. (C. in C. W.A. , 0021/18 to 
S.O.N.T.)
SIAMESE PRINCE, independently routed 
New York to Liverpool, was torpedoed 
when 80* off her route. (D.O.R. 18/2.)
2 Destroyers proceed best speed to assistance 
of SIAMESE PRINCE torpedoed 059° 51' N,012° 
13' W, at 1932/17. When survivors have 
been recovered carry out A/S search on 
normal convoy routes between 061° N, 017° W, 
and 059° N, 008° W, approx. Convoy. H.X. 107, 
is scattered in this area. (C. in C. H.P., 
0215/18, to R.A.D.H.P.)
MAORI with ZULU proceed at best speed to 
assistance of S.S. SIAMESE PRINCE (position). 
’When survivors recovered carry out an A/S 
search, as in former signal (R.A.D.0315/18. 
to MAORI, ZULU.)
My 2333/17, report if you have proceeded. 
Name of torpedoed ship now believed to 
be SIAMESE PRINCE. (P.O.I.C. Greenock, 
1235/18, to SALVONIA.)
SALVONIA proceeding to arrive at given 
position of SIAMESE PRINCE at daybreak 
tomorrow. (P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1600/18 to 
Admty Rescue Tugs.)
Sunderland a/c will leave Sullom Voe at 
daylight to search vicinity 59° 50* N. 12° 
00' W. for any trace of SIAMESE PRINCE.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1902/18.)

Arrived position 059° 53’ N, 012° 13* W, at 
1730. Passing through quantity of wreckage 
and some bodies. Searched well to Leeward 
and found 2 capsized boats and rafts. 
Consider unlikely any survivors in present 
sea but until relieved by trawler continuing 
search. MAORI and ZULU proceed 2000 to 
position (corrupt group) BLACK OSPREY.
(MAORI, 1953z/l8 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Sunderland
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S h ip s  A tta c k e d . SIAMESE PRINCE ( to rp e d o e d  1 7 /2 .  ) 
C o n td .

BLaCK OSPREY.

SEAFORTK.

1 8 . 2 . 4 1 . T u esd ay .

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN C o n td .

S u n d e rla n d  a i r c r a f t  s e a r c h in g  f o r  SIAMESE PRINCE made c o n ta c t  w ith  MISTRAL a t  1 0 0 5 /1 8 . One u p tu rn e d  l i f e b o a t  s ig h te d  i n  59° 47*N, 11° 5 8 ' W. V i s i b i l i t y  5 m i le s  to  n i l  i n  sh o w ers . MISTRAL r e p o r te d  s i g h t i n g  n o th in g . (C . i n  C. R o sy th  2 1 0 2 /1 8 , t o  MAORI, ZULU, e t c . )

B r i t i s h  5589 to n s  ( s t r a g g l e r  from  H .X .1 0 7 .)  F o llo w in g  h a s  b e e n  r e a d ,  SSSS. P o s i t i o n  
A pprox . 6 1 . 13 N. 1 8 .1 0  W, BLACK OSPREY to rp e d o e d . (MAUDIE .S . ( B r i t ) T .O .R .0 2 3 1 /1 8 , BLACK OSPREY 0 2 3 2 /1 8 .)
BLACK OSPREY to rp e d o e d  061° 1 3 ’ N, 018%,10* W, a t  0 2 3 2 /1 8 , r e n d e r  a s s i s t a n c e .(C . in  C. W.A, 0 2 5 7 /1 8 , t o  ARROW.)
I f  n o t  i n  to u c h  w ith  SIAMESE PRINCE p ro c e e d  f o r th w i th  t o  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  BLACK OSPREY to rp e d o e d  i n  061° 3 0 ’ ( S i c . ) N .  018° 10* W. a t  0 2 3 2 /1 8 . (C . in  C. W.A.1 8 2 0 /1 8  to  MISTRAL.)
Have s e a rc h e d  down w ind a s  f a r  a s  058°47* N, 013° 00* W, and s ig h te d  much w reck ag e . Am now p ro c e e d in g  as o rd e re d  in  y o u r 1 8 2 0 /1 8 . As f u e l  w i l l  n o t p e rm it  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Loch Ewe a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t io n  in te n d  to  p ro c e e d  to  R e y k ja v ik . (W eath er 
r e p o r t ) .  (MISTRAL, 1900Z /18  to  C. in C .W .A .)

B r i t i s h ,  5459 to n s ,  bound in d e p e n d e n t ly  from  M o n ro v ia , L i b e r i a ,  to  L iv e r p o o l .  F o llo w in g  h a s  been  r e a d .  S .S .S .S .  A t ta c k  by  su b m arin e  58 . 48 N, 1 8 . 1 7 , SEAFORTH T o rp ed o ed . (L y n ess W/T, 2 0 4 0 /1 8 .)
R e q u e s t you i n s t r u c t  MAORI o r  ZULU to  p ro ce ed  to  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  s . s .  SEAFORTH to rp e d o e d  in  p o s i t i o n  58° 4 8 ' N 18C 1 7 ' W, a t  2 0 4 2 /1 8  B .S .T . No W este rn  A pproaches e s c o r t  v e s s e l s  a r e  anyw here in  th e  v i c i n i t y .  
(C . i n  C. W.A. 2 1 2 0 /1 8 , to  C. in  C. H .F . )

/ZULU
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, Ships attacked. 
" SEAFORTH.
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S/M*s Renorted.

1300.

2041.

Estimated
M l-dispositions.
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18. 2. 41. 
Tuesday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN Contd.

ZULU and MAORI proceed to assistance of 
SEAFORTH torpedoed in position 58° 48*
N, 18° 17* W, at 2042/18. (0. in C. H.F. , 
2253/18, to ZULU, MAORI.)
C. in C. W. A. 2120/18. Have detached 
ZULU to proceed to (group missing) of 
SEAFORTH. (MAORI, 2320/18 to C. in C.H.F.)

One German U-Boat in 048° 30* N, 020° W, 
at 0009/17 now estimated homeward bound 
may be about 047° 30* N, 012° 30' W. 
(F.O.(S) 1407/18, to TIGRIS.)

Civilian reports submarine surfaced at 
1300/18, off Shader West Coast of Lewis 
proceeding toward Butt of Lewis,seen 
clearly. (N.O.I.C. Stornoway 1544/18 to 
A* G .0.S . e tc.)
Message AF position 58° 48* N. 18° 17* W. 
at 1941/18/2. G.M.T. (D.D.I.C. 2124/18.)

\ U-Boat torpedoed S.S.SEAFORTH in position 
' 58° 48* N: 18° 17’ W. at 1941/18 G.M.T.

(D.D.I.C. 2150/18, to C. in C. Plymouth,etc.)

German.
1 40 miles of 59° 53’ N. 12° 13* W.
1 40 miles of 61° 13’ N. 18° 10’ w .
1 60 miles of 57° 30’ N. 23u w .
1 60 miles of 56° 59 o N. 20° 30’ w .
1 in 48° 30’ N. 20 W. at 0009/17, now 
estimated homeward bound, may be about 47° 
30’ N. 12° 30’ W.
1 90 miles of 49° N. 32° W.
1 30 miles of 51° 30’ N. 11° 30’ W. 
Northbound.
1 100 miles of 37° N. 19° W.
Italian - No information.
(D.D.I.C. 1308/18.)



620MOST SECRET

War Diary
SITUATION REPORT

19 .2 .19U1 .Wednesday.

Home Commands
Sweep off Three M. T.B's last night carried out
Maas & Hook a sweep off the Maas and Hook.

Sweep to Two M. T.B’s last night swept from the
Brown Ridge Inner Gabbard through Gap E to Brown

Ridge.

F.N. 11. 
Attacked 
by E-Boats.

Convoy F.N. 11 was extremely spread out 
last night due it is reported to bad 
visibility, ships being found up to 30 
miles ahead of the Commodore, with 
stragglers astern. Two ships are re
ported torpedoed, by E-Boat close to 
Sheringham buoyA3 ships aground off 
Haisborough last night.

British Air Activity
Bad weather caused routine patrols 
to be cancelled and convoy escorts to 
be severely curtailed. Bomber Command 
operations last night were cancelled.

Enemy Air Activity
Mo $o*yfq4- PUFFIN escorting T.H.V. TRITON was 

attacked in the Thames Estuary this 
afternoon, but was not damaged. It is 
believed she severely damaged her 
attacker.

SS GRACIA and HOIEATONIC in Convoy O.B. 28 7 
were bombed 90 miles N.W. of Cape Wrath 
this evening. GRACIA was sunk and 
HOUSATONIC was last seen settling with 
a broken back.

/SS GARLINGE.. .
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Enemy Air Activity-Contd.
SS GAHLINGE in Convoy F.N. 11 was 
attacked twice this afternoon off 
Flamborough Head "but no damage is re
ported. Low visibility prevented 
fighters from taking off to assist her.

SS ATHELSULTAN in Convoy E.N. 74 was 
bombed and damaged this morning off Firth 
of Forth.

SS KARANAN (Dutch 395 tons) is reported 
. . by Lloyds to have arrived at Falmouth
Houvtglou*.. today in tow or'SS SVINT with her engines 

disabled by air attack^D

Lowestoft was attacked again today. No 
damage was caused.

Plymouth was attacked this evening and 
some casualties were caused at the R. N. 
Hospital.

4 m Mining
Operation .PLOVER laid mines in at. Georges Channel
Z. M. E. T8 last night.

PELICAN was mined in the Thames Approaches 
today and was towed to Sheerness.

SS FULHAM II in Convoy F. N. 10 was mined 
off the mouth of the Tyne today.

War Diary

%) ?
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South Atlantic
C. in C., S.A. today proposed some 
amendments to the instructions for 
conduct of naval units when French 
submarines are encountered.

Mediterranean
Operation 
M.C. 6.

Î l ci

The operation of passing two battalions 
to Malta in GLOUCESTER, ORION and AJAX 
and the passage of BRECONSHIRE and CLAN 
MACAULAY from Malta to Alexandria began 
today. The operation serves to cover 
convoy A.S. ^5 •

Force A. (BARHAM, VALIANT and EAGLE) left 
Alexandria p.m. today to be about 180 
miles north of Benghazi at daylight/21 
to meet and cover the passage of 
BRECONSHIRE and CLAN MACAULAY which leave^ 
Malta p.m/20 escorted by HAVOCK and 
HOTSPUR.

COVENTRY to join if weather permits i n -' 
her temporarily repaired condition.

. ’ Q h i o m .Force B (GLOUCESTER, AJAX, NUBIAN,
MOHAWK, DIAMOND) are due at Malta a.m/21 
and to leave p.m/21 for Alexandria after 
disembarking troops, leaving DIAMOND to 
refit.

Battleship A battleship docking programme is to be
docking started during the coming dark night

period, commencing with WARSPITE on 21/2.

F.A.A. C. in C. , Med. reports that the present
Policy strategical situation in the Mediterranean

calls for an organisation similar to 
the Coastal Command in Home Waters.
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Destroyers 
for W.A.
Command. 

"Deluge”.

BRADFORD
JE ANNIE 
DEANS.

CORINTHIAN. 

NAUTILUS.

SANDHURST. 

CASTLETON.

19. 2. 4 1 .
We dnesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
BEAGLE and BULLDOG are to be trans
ferred to Western Approaches Command. 
C. in C. H.F. 2137/19 to R.A.D.)

Defence of U . K .
At 1130/19. (D.C. 1208/19). At 2330/19. 
(D.C. 2334/19.)

Movements.
Your estimated position at 0405 201°. 
Dungeness 13 miles. (N.O.I.C. Dover 
0412/19 to BRADFORD, J.DEANS.)
Ref. 0550 from JEANNIE DEANS. Last 
available estimates of position 5 miles 
174° from Dungeness at 0510. (N.O.I.C. 
Dover 0629/19, to ? BRADFORD.)

CORINTHIAN'S 1500/17. In view of 
convoy situation for escort to U.K. 
intend CORINTHIAN to arrive Gibraltar 
0800/26. (F.O.C.N.P. 1016/19.)

To be sailed for Southend as soon as 
convenient for onward routeing and 
passage to Humber with first available 
F.N. Convoy. Mines are not repetition 
not to be embarked before sailing.
(C. in C. Nore 1042/19.)

In tow of WATERMEYER sailed Methil for 
Londonderry 0730/today, in E.N.74.
(C. in C. Rosyt'n 1055/19.)

My 0813/15, CASTLETON delayed. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1253/19.)

/ALCANTARA
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ALCANTARA.

Northern
Patrol.

QUEEN
ELIZABETH.

S/M's.

102 R.M. Bde.,
KcNyA

Zoatesm

THUNDERBOLT. 
SURCOUF.

Four
Corvettes 
required 
for escort 
for convoys.

19. 2. 41. 
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements Contd.
N.O. i/c Southampton 1217/17. Adty., 
1402/18. It has now teen found possible 
to amend programme of ALCANTARA so that 
ship sails from Portsmouth P.M./27, 
arriving Clyde A.M./1/3. (C. in C. 
Portsmouth 1507/19.)

4 Trawlers on N.P. Line tonight (names) 
(A.C.O.S. 1534/19.)

Taking DIDO, BEDOUIN, SOMALI, and NAPIER 
under her orders, QUEEN ELIZABETH is to 
sail from Rosyth in company at 1500/20, 
and proceed to Scapa, carry out power 
trials and arrive Hoxa Boom at 0730/21. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1600/19.)

Positions at 0800/20 and movements for 
following 24 hours. (F.O.(S) 1621/19.)

F.O.C.N.A. 1958/14, Following arrange
ments are to be made for disposal of 
Naval Personnel 102 R.M. Brigade and 
landing craft in KENYA and SOBIESKI on 
arrival at Clyde.(D.O.D.(H)1727/19.)

Sailed escorted by SUNFLOWER in accordance 
with F.O.(S)' 1129/15.(N.O.I.C. Greenock 
1810/19.)

Your 2248/10. PIMPERNEL and COREOPSIS 
will sail with 0.G.54. Propose sailing 
the fourth Corvette for Gibraltar with 
0.G.55. (C. in C. W.A. 2024/19 to Adty.)

/ELECTRA
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War

ELECTRA 
to refit

ORDUNA.

Diary.
19. 2. 1941. 
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements Contd.
Adty. 1917/19. Proceed to Humber 
forthwith. (R.A.(D)H.F. 2210/19 to 
ELECTRA.

A.M.1413/19, Lord Willingdon, staff 
and part of mission are on board 
ORDUNA. Request you will arrange 
A /S and A /C protection so far as 
possible. (D.T.D. 2218/19, to C. in 
C. W.A.)
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Operations
2 ships 
torpedoed 
by E-Boats

2 heavy explosions heard and possible 
fast5hydrophone effect, investigated as 
far*possible and can find nothing 
damaged,but visibility is very poor. My 
position 57 C Buoy. (VIVIEN 0255/19)SS SPARTA reports that two unknown ships 
were torpedoed by E-Boats at 0300 today 
off Sheringham Bell Buoy. (P.0. Humber
181+6/19),

M.T.B.Sweeps Harwich 19/2 arrival M.T.B. 31 and 32 
at 0935 WIDGEON at 0805. M.T.B. 1+2 and 
1+3 at 1115. (P.O.I.C., Harwich. 1116/19)My 111+6/18 operation carried out in poor 
visibility. Report blank. (C. in C., Nore 
1135/19)

Patrol WIVERN,VANSITTART, leave Needles 1830/19 
to patrol Southward of Group of 15 Merchant vessels which leaves Dartmouth 
1820/19. Arrives Needles 0800/20. 
Route. (C. in C. Portsmouth, 1307/19)

P.Y.C. My 11+30/19} Operation P.Y.C. 
cancelled. (N.O.I.C., Harwich, 1937/19)

British Air Activity
Convoy
Escorts

One Anson A/C dor 0.B. 287 and one Anson 
A/C for E.N. 73 should arrive with their 
convoys approximately 1200/19. No 
other A/C from 18 group able to operate 
owing to weather conditions. (C. in C. , 
Rosyth, 1101+/19)

Lorient As reconnaissance of Lorient shows that 
10 U-Boats were present on 15/2 and that there was more railway activity near 
the U-Boat berths than had previously 
been observed, request that Bomber Command 
may be asked to attack Lorient at first 
opportunity. (C. in C., Plymouth, 1318/19)
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Lowestoft
bombed

Enemy Air Activity
Lowestoft bombed at 1205. (N.O.I.C., 
Lowestoft, 1225/19)

ATHELSULTAN (British Tanker, 8822 tons) Attacked
by J. U. 88 in convoy E.N. 74 in 120°
2.1/4 miles from May Island at 1025 today 
Two very heavy delay action bombs missed 
by 10 feet. No other ships attacked in 
convoy. Plane dived to 1 50 feet before 
attacking. Ship holed in two places 
above waterline and underwater damage 
considered certain.
Considerable superficial and internal 
damage including compasses but engines 
intact. No casualties. (N.O.I.C., Methil

3 1  z>D' j j* » n 1 ' i .   ̂.E iiiX ixnTun i p z + o / i ^ ;

Shall I sink her. Have 80 survivors.
Where will I land them. Some injured, 
one critically. (PERIWINKLE 1500/19 to 
C. in C., W. A.)
Your 1500/19. Do not sink. Stand by her. 
Tug SALVONIA should arrive in the 
morning. Survivors will be landed at 
Thurso. (C. in C., W.A., 1906/19 to 
PERIWINKLE)
Your 1340/19. Proceed to assist HOUSATONIC 
as soon as possible. PERIWINKLE is standing 
by her. Report when you can proceed. 
(P.O.I.C. , Greenock 1930/19 to SALVONIA)

1643/19)

Convoy 
E.N. Odd

Fighter aircraft have been despatched to 
assist. (Lyness 1312/19)

Convoy 
F.N. Even

Request fighter assistance.. Enemy

GRACIA 
Sunk—  
HOUSATONIC 
Bombed

GRACIA sunk by enemy aircraft. HOUSATONIC 
bombed still afloat but settling - with 
back broken - position 059° 39’ N., 007° 
24’ W. , Consider salvage impossible.

/Hasten
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GRACIA
Sunk
HOUSTATONIC 
Bombed - Contd.

GARLINGE

TRITON Ct .h.v .) 
PUFFIN

Convoy 
F.N. Even

Lowestoft.
Yarmouth.
Skegness.
A/A Defences.

HOME COMMANDS

19.2.1941.
Wednesday

Enemy Air Activity

Hasten reply to my 1930/19*
(F.O.I.C., Greenock, 2340/19 to SALVONIA)

(British, 2012 tons) 3 miles off 
Flaraborough Head GARLINGE attacked by 
bomber. (Portishead Radio 1510/19)
GARLINGE still being attacked by Bomber 
off Flamborough Head. (Lyness W/T 1552/19)

" CUbkS
2 Enemy aircraft Convoy AfeMiA. Position 
51° 33\jhiuy  33' E., (PUFFIN 1542/19) 
Convoy i s m  requests fighter assistance 
(PUFFIN 1610/19)
Fighter aircraft despatched. (Nore W/T 
1625/19)
No damage. One Junkers 88 believed 
severely damaged, both engines smoking 
and faltering. (PUFFIN 1645/19)

One enemy aircraft height 2000 ft. 
shadowing convoy in 52® 13f N., 1; 56’ E., 
(VALOROUS 1655/19) ^
A/C reports at 1415 in about 52° 45* N. ,
10 E., E/A dropped 2 bombs or possibly 
mines from about 3000 ft. These fell 
about 2-3 miles ahead of convoy and E/A 
made off in an easterly direction.
(Chatham A.C.H.Q. , 1907/19)

Your 1746/18. Requirement of Lowestoft 
and Yarmouth fully appreciated but heavy 
gun defences could only be provided at 
present by removing them from some other 
vital area. It is undesirable and 
tactically unsound continuously to move 
mobile units of A.A. Command from the 
defence of one vital area solely because 
the enemy is attacking another.
Home Forces have, however, been asked 
to move further light A.A. into area and 
major question of permanent provision of 
heavy A.A. defences will be discussed 
by C.O.S. (A.A.) Sub Committee. System 
outlined in Admty 1953/19 will, however, 
increase defence value of existing A.A. 
guns including those of ships in harbour.

/2
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Lowestoft
Yarmouth
Skegness
A/A Defences-
Contd.

Enemy A/C 
Report

Plymouth 
R.N.Hospital 
Bombed

Z.M.E. 18

Thames
Estuary

PELICAN

Falmouth

FULHAM II

MOST SECRET

19 .2 .19U1 .Wednesday
HOME COMMANDS

Enemy Air Activity
2. As regards ROYAL ARTHUR, existing 
resources do not permit of A.A. gun 
defences being provided for personnel 
establishments. Neither is it policy 
so to do. (D. of L.D., 1958/19 to C. 
in C., Nore.)
C.ou.n.b.vfl̂ U:m SB SSSE ST (N.I.D. 10 1958/19 to Ships 
Area B.)

Raid 1911/19. One 50 K.G.H.E. hit "K" 
block R.N. Hospital. One rating killed 
5 slightly wounded. (C. in C., Plymouth 
2320/19)

Mining
Operation completed (PLOVER 0522/19)

Two red mines detonated by LL gear.
A. At 1905/18 in 250°Knob Bell buoy 
7 cables.
B. At 1950/18 in 038° N., Shingles buoy 
3 cables. (Capt. M/S Sheerness 1000/19)

(Sloop) Damaged by Mine in the Thames 
Estuary at 1200/19 (D.S. 53k)

LL Trawler detonated one red mine at 
2135/18 in 22k° B. 7 buoy 1 mile. (Capt. 
M/S Sheerness 1107/19)

Port of Falmouth now open to Diesel Engine 
Ships. (F.O.I.C., Falmouth 1133/19)

(British, 1596 tons) Mined East of 
Tyne. Not in immediate danger of 
sinking. Anchored south of Tyne - Tugs 
proceeding. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 1201/19)

/Spurn Point
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Spurn Point

Minelaying 
off Brest

Aberdeen

Brest

DEUTSCHLAND 
SCHARNHORST 
GNEISENAU 
Also Movement 
to Northern 
Norway.

Flashes off 
Bexhill

Red Flare 
seen.
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HOME COMMANDS

19.2.1941.
Wednesday

Mining-Contd.
Mine exploded at 1151/19 in 280° Spurn 
Point 4«1 miles. (F.0.Humber, 1840/19)

Sailed 1545 KELLY, JACKAL, KASHMIR, 
KIPLING, 1635 INTREPID, IMPULSIVE, ICARUS. 
(C. in C., Plymouth 1906/19)

Port closed, due to suspected minelaying 
by enemy aircraft. (N.O.I.C. , Aberdeen 
2012/19)

Enemy Intelligence
R/C at 1120. A HIPPER (Cruiser) in Dock. 
(A.C.H.Q. ,,Plymouth 1235/19 P.R.U. St. 
Eval, 1500/19)

New edition of Almanacco Navale shows 
ships described as follows.
Photographs are undated.
Two There has been recent evidence of 
conveyance by sea of military stores 
to north Norway greatly in excess of 
normal requirements. (D. 2.)
Three, German Admiral commanding coast 
of Norway has just visited region having 
travelled from Oslo by train via Sweden 
(A. 1. ) (N.A. Stockholm 1720/19)

Miscellaneous
Investigating three flashes 120° 4 miles 
from Bexhill seen by local C.G. Bexhill 
and C.G. St.* Leonards. (N.O.I.C., 
Newhaven, 0815/19)

Red flaie showing at 0130 G.M.T. 19th in 
061 0 08’ N., 019° W. (SAN EMIIIAN0 0835/19)
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HOME COMMANDS

Movements
Forecast

Shipping and Convoys
My 1628/23/1. Signals should he pre 
fixed ’'SPECIAL MOVEMENTS FORECAST"
instead of "Admiralty’s 1628/23/1"- 
These forecasts should include, 
immediately after each ship*s name, an 
indication of the importance of her 
contents (either personnel or supplies) 
so that Naval Authorities concerned may 
detemi n e the appropriate action for her

concerned F.O.I.C’s are requested to 
hold meetings to discuss these with the 
various organisations in the Ports 
representing the Ministry of Shipping 
together with other representative 
officials concerned.
2. Memorandum of 12/2 from Ministry of 
Shipping gives notes for guidance. 
Important these should he co-ordinated 
with Admiralty instructions, notably my 
2109/6/7 and A.L. M/TD 02010/1+1 of 6/2.
3. Para 3a of Ministry of Shipping 
Memorandum refers to ports of refuge 
nominated hy F. 0 i/c. Such ports would 
he nominated hy Admiralty and would he 
the emergency anchorages mentioned in 
A.L. M/TD 210/1+0.

crews should he treated in a similar 
manner to British except where inadvisable 
for security reasons.
(D.T.D. 121+7/19)

omission of N.C.S.O. from addresses of 
messages relating to movements.
Request following instructions he 
rigorously enforced.
(D.T.D. 1813/19 to C. in C ’s etc.)

I # safety. (D.T.D. 1211/19 to C. in C's etc.)

Precautions 
in event of 
Invasion.

In order to ensure that necessary measures 
to he taken with merchant shipping in the 
event of invasion are understood hy all

1+. Most desirable that Allied ships and

Expediting
Movements

Movements of merchant shipping must he 
hastened. One cause of delay is frequent

/Submarine....
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Submarine
Escorts

Ship-ping and Convoys-Contd.
Western Approaches convoy instructions 
section J, part twa Cancel first para and 
substitute. At all times when a close

<•

escort is present with a convoy the 
submarine is to be stationed 3 cables on 
port beam of commodore, adjacent to column 
being opened out accordingly. In the 
event of attack by U-Boat by day or night 
the submarine is to endeavour to maintain 
this position and is also to switch on 
navigation lights to establish her identity 
if she considers herself endangered by 
one of our own ships. Message 25 N.
(C. in C. , W. A. , 2006/19)

Coastal Convoys
P. S. if-ij Sailed 2300/18. 14 ships (N.C.S.O.,

Methil, 0015/19) List (1122/19) List 
and destinations (P. O.I.C. Tyne 1524/19) 
Ships joining Humber (N.C.S.O. Humber 1714/ 
19)

12 M.V’s. Night movements, Channel. (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 0114/19)

• F • N* 11 • If ii E.T.A. (VIVIEN, 0200/19, to N.O.I.C. 
Humber) Spread out due to bad visibility 
(VIVIEN, 1415/19) Humber ships arrived 
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 1729/19)

O.B.C. 288 0304/19. Escorts GEORGETOWN, etc. 24 
ships. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 0403/19) List 
(1225/19) Left (A. B.O., Greenock, 2115/19)

0.B.O. 288 0745/19. Escort SNOWDROP, 4 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 0800/19)

P.N. 1 ^  If IT - Left with ATHENIAN (N.C.S.O. Thames, 
0835/19). 0850/19, 17 ships (N.C.S.O. 
Thames, 0947/19). List 1017/19) VICEROY 
to join as escort. (C. in C., Rosyth 
11+14.3/ 1 9) Joining from Humber (N.C.S.O. 
Humber 1716/19) Position, snowstorm 
(VICEROY, 1950/19)

/E. N. 74*.•••
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Shipping & Convoys 
Coastal Convoys-Contd.
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E.N. 74. 0715/19. Escorts 14 ships. (N. C.S.O. 
Methil, 0759/19) List (|000/l9) Commodore 
(1705/19) Position (S.O. of Escort, 
2230/19)

W.N. 87- List (N. C.S.O. Clyde 0931/19) Left 
(A. B.O., Greenock, 2115/19)

F. N. >KU if. 10 Arrived 0945/19. (N.C.S.O. Methil 0954/19) 
Humber ships arrived. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 
1808/19)

E.N. 75. Past ships given alternative routes to 
Oban to connect O.B. 290. (N.C.S.O. 

v Methil, 1207/19) JASON, A/A escort 
" (C. in C., Rosyth 1615/19)

C.W. 26. 1155/19, 8 ships. (N.C.S.O. Thames, 1216/19) 
List (1231/19) E.T.A. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
1343/19) Dover escorts (V.A.Dover 1759/19) 
Passed Dover (V.A. ,Dover 2101/19)

13 M.V'S. (C. in C., Portsmouth 1343/19) (C. in 
C., Portsmouth 1352/19)

W.N. 87 (0) Sailed 1430/19, escort SALTEREL^O 
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 11*46/19) Destinations 
(1501/9)

P. S. t6k. i+iL Destinations (N.C.S.O. Humber 1502/19)

P. S. Y7. ) k n  
E. N. 7k. )
P.N. X .  ) J+H
p .n . 1 2 . ) i m

y
Positions (C. in C., Rosyth, 1552/19, 
1632/19)

W. N. 88. JASON additional A/A escort (C. in C., 
Rosyth 1615/19)

P.N.^12.A. My 1745/17 ) (Forecast) for P.N. 13 read 
P.N. 12 A (C. in C., Rosyth 1907/19)

/Ocean Convoys....
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HOME COMMANDS

Ocean Convoys
Shipping: & Convoys-Contd.

S.C. 21. Arrivals. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 0930/19) 
(N.O.I.C. , Barry 1645/19) (N.C.S.O., 
Swansea, 1710/19) (N.C.S.O. Mersey 1850/19 
2027/19)

O.B. 288. 1000/19, unescorted, 1. (N.C.S.O. Belfast 
1030/19, 1530/19) Name (1200/19)

O.B. 289. Escort MALCOLM etc. (Capt. D. Londonderry 
1101/19)

H.G. 53. Destinations (D. T.D., 1141/19)

O.B. 287 3 ships returned, weather (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea, 1255/19)

H.G. 54. Delayed another 24 hours, weather. 
(P.O.C.N.A. , 1312/19)

H.X. 110 Sailing telegram (S.C.N.O. Halifax 1508/19) 
Ships with munitions. (C.O.A.C. Halifax 
1538/19)

H.X. 111 1 ship with explosives. (C.O.A.C. Halifax
1 5 1 1 / 1 9 )
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

JESSMORE. (British 4099 tons). In collision with
another ship of O.G.53 in 054° N . , 016° 56' 
W. at 0400/19. Holed and making water 
unable to go ahead request tugs.
SCIMITAR standing by and attempting towing. 
(SCIMITAR 0611/19).
Proceed with all despatch. Tugs are to 
keep in company.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0856/19 to ASSURANCE, 
SUPERMAN).
Sailed ASSURANCE and SUPERMAN from 
Campbeltown at 0945.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1016/19).
JESSMORE in tow. p.c. and s. 053° 47’N . , 
016° 54’W. 100° 2 knots. DIANELLA in 
company.
(SCIMITAR 1156/19).
My 0856. P.C. and S. of S.S. JESSMORE 
in tow of SCIMITAR 053° 47'N*, 076° 54’W. 
100° 2 knots at 1156 today.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1645/19 to ASSURANCE).

to Tilbury owing to machinery defects. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1008/19, F.O.I.C. London 
1011/19).

(Norwegian 1289 tons). Tug SEA GIANT sailed 
1042 to tow JERNLAND broken down off Blyth 
to Tyne.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1117/19).
My 1117/19. SEA GIANT returned to Tyne. 
Unable to contact JERNLAND owing to weather. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1837/19).

understood that eight to ten days would be available. This period is desirable to

? -LA^rUKiJ. My 1442/18. Departure tug FOREMOST 22 
towing LAFFORD.
(V.A. Dover, 0720/19).

l.l .
F,$. MARIE ELLENA. Drifter) Has been ordered to return

MAIDSTONE* F.O.I.C. Glasgow’s 1504/18. It was

/make
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SALVONIA.
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TRITON.

MIDDLETON.

BOWNET
PUNNET.
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS. (Contd.)

make good outstanding items in view of 
future service of ship.
(R.A.D. 1145/19).

Have engine defect, proceeding into West 
Loch Tarhet Harris to effect temp ora r^a* 
repairs.
(SALVONIA, 1340/19).

Today, Minesweeping trawler reports 
picking up small motor "boat close to 
57 C Buoy marked KOBENHAVN EBRO, also 
much floating wreckage in vicinity. 
(F.O. Humber, 1610/19).

Trawler LORD PLENDER and T.H.V.TRITON were 
in collision 11/2.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1748/19).

Wreckage washed ashore near Larne, includes 
one small Chock with S.S. MIDDLETON painted 
on, and cases of medical comforts and 
surgical instruments. Has not been in 
water long. Request information.
(P.O.I.C. Belfast 1820/19).

My 1358/19. BOWNET has engine defects which 
are being repaired. 3.D.V. PUNNET has 
arrived with injured seaman and smashed 
lifeboat. It is intended to sail both 
vessels p.m. Friday.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1825/19).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
Operations Against Vichy French.

Two French ships PLM.13, and LORIENT 
Casablanca to Dakar 028° 12'N., 012° 23’W., 
2000/18, and 2359/18, sent to Gibraltar. 
E.T.A. noon/23, speed 7 knots* Routed 
035° 50’N., 011° OO'W. Suggest I R/V 
with FORT-RICHBXPANSE 033© 23'N., 011° 30’W. 1600/20* These tv/o ships intended to 
scuttle* Am short handed. Should come to 
Gibraltar to collect my guard. Request 
further instructions.(?N.P.) CHATEAU YQUEM probably leaving Casablanca tomorrow for Nantes, German mail 
and cargo.
(MARSDALE, 1100/19 to V.A.N.P.)

Request you will take wuch action as you consider necessary on REGISTAN’s 1230/18 and 
MARSDALE’S 1100/19.(D.O.D.(F) 2310/19 to F.O.C.N.A.)

1. Instructions about submarines of neutral 
countries including France are that when 
outside territorial waters unless escorted by 
surface warships they are to be treated
as hostile*
2. Also Vichy French Merchant Ships when 
escorted by warships are not to be interfered 
with except by order of Admiralty. French submarines have recently been reported at 
Conakry; possible they will be employed in 
escorting merchant ships v/ithout surface 
warships.
3. With submarines at Conakry, quite likely 
they v/ill be met v/ith unescorted at sea by 
aircraft outside territorial limits but 
inside 20 miles from the coast, inside which 
British v/arships have been instructed not to 
approach v/ithout special orders. This is 
of" special importance now that a French 
squadron may be A Freetown.
4. These points are brought up in view of 
emphasis placed on avoiding any incident with 
Vichy French in Admiralty 2206/8/1.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
O p e ra t io n s  A g a in s t  V ich y  F re n c h . (C o n td .)

5 , P ro p o se  in  v iew  o f  above t h a t  f o r  th e  
p r e s e n t : -  ( a )  i f  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  F re n c h  su b m a rin e s  accom pany ing  F re n c h  M erchant s h ip s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  th o u g h  w i th  no s u r f a c e  w a rs h ip  e s c o r t  n e i t h e r  th e  F re n c h  S ubm arine  n o r  th e  m erch an t s h ip s  w i l l  b e  i n t e r f e r e d  w i th .  (b )  T h a t i f  su b m arin e s  a t  an y  tim e  a r e  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  b e  F re n c h  no furtheJ h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  ta k e n  u n le s s  th e y  
d iv e  and  t h e r e  i s  a t  th e  same tim e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a t t a c k  on any  o f  o u r  s h ip s  o r  u n le s s  th e y  a r e  in  th e  im m ed ia te  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f  o u r ovm F re e  F re n c h  C o a s ts .  (k )  H o s t i l e  a c t i o n  b y  a i r c r a f t  a g a i n s t  su b m a rin e s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  ta k e n  w i th in  20 m i le s  o f  V ich y  F re n c h  P o r t s  u n le s s  th e  su b m arin e  i s  th o u g h t to  be  an  enemy o r  comes u n d e r  th e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  ( b ) .  (C . in  C. S .A . 1421N /19 to A d m ty ) .

N o r th  A t l a n t i c .

Y our 1 9 5 1 /1 5 . (Re B e lg ia n  S .S . BELGIQUE). Crew w i l l i n g  to  p ro c e e d  to  p o r t .  (F .O .C .N .A . 1 2 00 /1 9  to  A dm ty).

Y our 1 9 2 3 /5 , and  my 2 3 1 6 /1 3 . VELOX and WRESTLER a r e  more s u i t a b l e  s h ip s  f o r  s e r v i c e  on S o u th  A t l a n t i c  S t a t i o n  and  i t  i s  in te n d e d  t h a t  th e s e  s h ip s  r e l i e v e  WISHART and  VIDETTS when a v a i l a b l e .(F .O .C .N .A . 1 2 18 /1 9  to  C . in  C. S .A .)

My 1 8 0 0 /1 7 . A n t i c i p a t e  s a i l i n g  RESOLUTION p .m ./2 3  e s c o r t e d  b y  JUPITER, JERSEY .to U.K. and  two a d d i t i o n a l  d e s t r o y e r s  a s  f a r  a s  R/V p o s i t i o n .(F .O .C .N .A . 12 20 /1 9  to  A .C .W .A .)



WAR DIARY.

ISIS
ENCOUNTER*

BLAIR ATHOLL 
and ships of S.L7sV5~4r 
attacked by 
raider 12/8*

M/Ls*

MALAYA.

^ISIS. 
O.G* 52*

Suspicious
Ship.

Air Report.

6 3 !)
MOST SECRET.

19.2.1941*
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 
North Atlantic.

A.M.0138/2. Anticipate sailing ISIS, 
ENCOUNTER for Freetown 24/2. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1222/19 to C.in C. S.A.)

Your 1941/17, Request you will report 
estimated ready to sail dates of remaining 
ships.
(D.T.D. 1244/19 to Consul-Funchal)*
Your 1246/19. All remaining ships except 
Greek ship POLYKTOR short of life-boats. 
British ships MARGOT, VOLTURNO and Greek ship 
ANNA MAZARAKI all have no M.V.Confidential 
Books vide my 1815/19.
(N.C.S.O. Funchal 1917/19).
For Greek ANNA MAZARAKI. Repair or replace 
lifeboats, consult British Consul, haste 
essential, LYKIARDOPULO.
(D.T.D. 1954/19 to Consul, Funchal).

Admty, 1959/5* Request information
when and how third M.L. flotilla are expected
to leave U.K.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1256/19 to R.A.C.F. Portland).

My 1930/17. At 1600/18. MALAYA had been 
delayed three hours by weather. MALAYA 
expects to make up time to reach R/V 
position at 1000/21 but if unable intends 
to intercept convoy later in the day. MALAYA 
passed above information to me via local 
escort.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1616/19 to S.O.Force H.)

Gibraltar 19/2 1640 departure ISIS to 
R/V with 0.G.52 20/2.
(S.O.(I) Gib. 1650/19).

Passengers from American liner EXETER report 
suspicious vessel closed latter at more than 16 knots south of Azores a.m./16 and then 
made off. (Description).
(N.A. Lisbon, 1658/19).

Plying curtailed by weather* 
(200 Group 1700/19).
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FOR SIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic. (Contd.)

Japanese ship will be in position 38° 30'N . , 
20° W . , at 2000 G.M.T./19 steering 090° 
direct to Lisbon at 15.3 knots. Ensign at 
gaff will be illuminated. Ship is not to 
be interfered with.
(D.O.D.(F) 1913/19 to N.A.Station).
(See also China).

Am following ship giving name Brazilian 
CAMPOS Pernambuco for Lisbon, cannot 
identify, intend boarding at daylight, my 
p.c. and s. are at or about 2100 G.M.T.
032° 23'N., 012° 44*W. 023° 11£ knots, 
request information.
(MARON 2100/19 to Admty, F.O.C.N.P. F.O.C.N.A)

South Atlantic.

Your 1818/16. Presume this suspect list 
has no connection with category B, and 
therefore does not involve exclusion from 
convoy. Dutch ship HOOGKERK sailed in 
S.L.66.
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 0955/19 to Admty).

List of Absentees and reasons. 
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 1127/19).

Simonstown arrival 19/2 to embark 
rangefinders stores and carry out minor 
repairs.
(F.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1202Z/19 to Admty etc.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic. (Contd.)

Your 1150/17 description fits U.S. CHARLES 
H. CRAMP and no doubt now exists that this 
ship and SCOTTISH TRADER were the ships 
concerned in my 1046/28/1 
(S.O.(I) Capetown 1526E /19).

F.O.I.C. Simonstown reports naval draft of 
approx,. 600 officers and ratings embarked in 
CHRISTA-N HUYGENS from Port Said to U.K. 
Appears no prospect of redistributing this 
draft on other transports without considerable 
delay. Should ship be sailed from Cape to 
Freetown without escort? DORSETSHIRE 
should be at Simonetown about (date) 
and any period in harbour for self refit and 
dockyard help would be of value. My 2017/2 
refers. For consideration that DORSETSHIRE 
should wait at Simonstown and escort 
CHRISTIAN HUYGENS to Freetown or on to U.K.
(C. in G. S.A. 2307/19 to Admty).

Mediterranean.

Only limited use of harbour possible without 
extensive salvage and repairs.
(D.O.R. 19/2).

Operational summary No. 254 up to 1200 hours 
19/2/1941.
Night 17/18 Feb. One Wellington dropped 
2760 lbs. of bombs on Rhodes Harbour near 
seaplane hangar and one South side of 
Commercial Harbour starting fires. Day 18/2 
Enemy made two mine-laying attacks on 
Benghazi Hsrbour. 5 Australian Hurricanes 
intercepted first raid shooting down 1 enemy 
aircraft probably destroying tv/o more and 
damaging a further 4. A.A. shot dovrn 
one JU.87.
(H.Q» R.A.F, M.E, 1136/19).
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Mediterranean. (Contd.)

cDeficiencies in stores in BENALDER. 
(B.D.O. Beyoglu, 1.214/19 to Admty).

Following shipments of guns have "been made. 
(D.D.A.S.(L) 1758/19 to C.in C. Med.)

Following is shipment programme for 
Middle East.
(D.N.A.D. 1800/19 to C.in C. Med.)

My 1736/19. In view of position of Greek 
and other possible Allies in Mediterranean 
request your views regarding introduction 
of this procedure on Mediterranean Station. 
(D.S.D. 1814/19 to C.in C. Med.)

A.N.15 arrived (February 18?). 
(Cairo 1852/19 to Admty).

My 1910/17. Tv/o mines in southern side 
entrance to Marsamxett Harbour, one mine in 
entrance Grand Harbour and one mine close 
inshore off Ricaeoli exploded almost 
simultaneously at 1123A/19, The first 
three were in positions marked down after 
raid. No sweeping v/as in progress and no 
ships or boats were near. Suggested cause 
for explosions is mines v/ere all acoustic 
and that vibrations of correct frequencies 
v/ere throv/n off breakwater by beat of sea or 
that there v/as an earth tremor. The 
bottom is reeky and Malta has some strata of 
rock v/hich appears to conduct vibration very 
efficiently. Request Admiralty’s remaiks. 
Believe Harbour entrances are now clear of 
mines but am continuing sv/eeping v/ith Skid 
and Kango hammer in case all v/ere not 
observed by look-out.
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 2208/19 to C.in C. Med. 
Admty).
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Mediterranean. (Contd.)

D. of S.T’s 2102/31/1.
1. Alain functions of Port and Transit 
Committee: -
(C.in C. Med., 2340/19 to D. of S.T. etc.)

(C.in C. Med., 2345/19 to Admty). 
See Mediterranean Volume.
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East Indies.
X &CTUNFJBLL. Due to sail from Bahrein about Mid-February

for Beira or Lourenco Marques with diesel, 
fuel, and gasoline. Evidence indicates 
use of (? Lourenco Marques) as transhipping 
port for enemy trade and suggest possibility 
of this fuel being chief enemy use.
(Capt O.S. Singapore 07232/19 "to G. in O.E.l) 
Your 0723/19. Am passing this signal 
to Consular Shipping Adviser Lourenco 
Marques for his comments.
(S.0(l) Capetown 1703/19).

KANDAHAR.
EMERALD.
W.S.5B.X.

My 1141/6 para. 4.
KANDAHAR is to rendezvous with EMERALD 
andW.S.5.B.X. in position 004° 08f S.
040° 08*6,at 0400Z/22 and is to remain with 
convoy, cruising as arranged by EMERALD 
until EMERALD rejoins after refuelling. 
After EMERALD rejoins KANDAHAR is to 
nroceed Aden in accordance with my 0752/17. 
(C. in C. B.I. 0800Z/19 to EMERALD, 
KANDAHAR).

HERMES, Mombasa arrived 19/2 0625 G.m .T.
HAWKINS. (N.O.I.C. East Africa 0910Z/19).

BARJORA. Your 2130/14. BARJORA replaces SUISANG.
(S.S.T.O. India 11172/19 to Adnty).

RANCHI. Sailed in accordance with C. in C. E.I.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1450Z/19).

Force W. H.M. Ships taking part in Italian Somaliland
Force T. operations are to be known as Force W.

(ii) HERMES and ENTERPRISE when acting 
as a (? unit) are to be known as Force T.
(iii) Above to come into force 0001 G.M.T/22. 
(C. in C. E.I. 1500Z/19 to E.I. Sqdn).
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China.
Your I85I+/17 (SCOTIA ordered by naval 
authorities to Hong Kong from Nagasaki) 
SCOTIA nowhas orders to complete discharge 
before sailing for San Pedro.
(C. in C. China 0301Z/19 to Admty).

From Baron to Gen. de Gaulle, No 51 
dated 18/2. Instructions contained in 
your 8/2 have been carried out.
(C. in C. China 0937/19 to Admty).

My 17:51/22/ 1 . Ministry of Marine informs 
me special service ship ASAKA will be 
in 38° _}0’N. 20° W. at 200 G.M.T/19 
steering 090° direct to Lisbon at 15.3 
knots. Ensign at Gaff will be illuminated. 
(N.A., Tokyo, lli+1/19 to Admty) (See 
also North Atlantic).

Shanghai Telegrams No. 1138 of 27/12/1+0 
and 122 of 8/2 have been passed to you.
It would seem undesirable to risk D ’ARTAGNAN 
being immobilized at Shanghai through 
recruitment of members of the crew there 
for Free French Forces, Request your 
comments.
(D.T.D. 121+6/19 to C. in C. China).

My 1721/15. Following are distribution 
details of books referred to in para, one 
of my 1908/ 1 1.
(D.N.I. 151+7/19 to C. in C. China).

Re bases. (Air Ministry 1720/19 to 
Easfar, Singapore) See Operations Volume.

Preparations, ground organisation, etc, 
for possible removal from Malaya to 
Burma. Cannot reply on sea communications 
to move ground organisation in time of 
war. (C. in C. Far East to W.O. and Air 
Min., 1818/19).
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America & West Indies.
German radio report states S.S. TARIA sunk. 
Oil Company anxious for information and 
if authentic list of survivors.
(S.N.O. Curacao, 1511/19 to Admty).

Your 1705/17. Concur R.V. (position and 
date) (D.O.D.H. 1728/19 to R.A. 3.B.S.
C. in C. W.A. RAMILLIES) (See Operations 
Volume).

Request you will comply with F.0.(S)'s 
15^9/14 para. 3 .
(C. in C. A.W.I. 1655/19 to B.S.3).

Following from San Pedro:- Local Chart 
Depot reports extraordinary demand for 
Charts by Japanese Masters particularly 
those of South and Central America and 
Western Pacific. Also reporting 
that ships are keeping to minimum 500 
tons bunkers. (Ends).
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa l6i+9/l9 to Capt O.S. 
Singapore).

Australia.
Following have been swept to date - off 
Adelaide, 2; Melbourne, 18; between 
Sydney and Newcastle, 3; off Hobart, 1. 
Six drifting mines have been destroyed 
at various places and one has been washed 
ashore and dismantled. (D.S. 533).

ACHILLES left Sydney 0850Z/18 for Auckland 
is escorting CALIFORNIA STAR bound for 
New Plymouth.
(A.C.N.B. 0552Z/19 to Admty etc).

Australian requirements. Proposals. 
(A.G.N.B. 12072/19) See Operations Volume.
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

■7̂  NORDERNEY. P o llo v /in g  from  S .O . ( I )  K in g s to n  Ja m a ic a  B e g in s . My 16 55 /1 1  C u racao  o a s s e d  r e p o r t  from  G o v ern o r o f  S u rin am  t h a t  NORDSRNEY re a d y  to  s a i l  1 5 /2  f o r  J a p a n  ca rg o  ru b b e r  o i l  s k in s .  1 1 1 8 /1 8 . (E n a s ) .
( C . in  C. A .W .I. 0 1 0 8 /1 9  t o  R .A .S .A .D .)

-4  NORDERNEY, ^  rABITONGAx DRESDEN,

$My 1 2 1 6 /5  p r e s e n t  v i s i b l e  a c t i v i t y  A x ia l  s h ip s  B r a z i l  l i m i t e d  to  th e  fo l lo w in g :
WINDHUK. NORDERNEY a t  P a ra  k e e p in g  s team  ca rg o  in c o m p le te  b u t  a g e n ts  p a y in g  ab n o rm al p r i c e s  f o r  ru b b e r  and  o th e r  co m m o d itie s .

BABITONGA a t  S a n to s  co m p le te d  lo a d in g  986 to n s  d i e s e l  i n  drum s 1 8 /2 .
A m bassador h a s  made fo rm a l a p p ro a c h  to  
B r a z i l i a n  G overnm ent e n d e a v o u r in g  to  s e c u re  in te r n m e n t .
BABITONGA and  DRESDEN can  s a i l  w i th  l i t t l e  v /a m in g .
WINDHUK u n d e r  em bargo b e in g  w atch ed  c l o s e l y  by B r a z i l i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .
CONTE GRANDE a t  S a n to s  e n d e a v o u r in g  to  o b ta in  1 ,0 0 0  to n s  f u e l  o i l  b u t  s i l l  b e in g  r a t i o n e d  to  300 to n s  p e r  m onth .
SAINT DOMINQUE a r r i v e d  from  M a rtin q u e  1 9 /2  en d eav o u r t o  d e t a i n .(N .A . R io  de J a n e i r o  1 8 0 1 /1 9 ) .

TRAPANI. A r r iv e d  1 8 /2 . (V a le n c ia  2 0 1 0 /1 9 ) .

SPEZIA. A r r iv e d  1 9 /2 . (V a le n c ia  2 0 1 0 /1 9 ) .

SAVONA. L e f t  1 8 /2  f o r  B u r r i a n a ,  (V a le n c ia  2 0 1 0 /1 9 ) .

— \ BABITONGA. NORDERNEY. My 1 4 2 4 /1 3 . S a n to s  r e p o r t s  t h a t  BABITONGA h a s  co m p le te d  lo a d in g  o i l  and  i s  rem oored
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19.2.1941.
Wednesday.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS. (Contd.) 
in river.
My 1454/14. para reports that NORDERNEY has 
drawn fires.
(S.O.(I) Montevideo 2031Z/19 to Admty).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

(N.A. Rio 1801/19). See German Merchant 
Ships.

LUIGI. Arrived 18/2. (Valencia 2010/19)
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BENTY.

SAINT 
DOMINIQUE.

^).Sfcl(vT X)®Hi WIG-WE.-

L'ORAGE, 
AVANT 
GARDE, 
OCTANE, 
SURMT. 
CHANTILLY, 
CANTAL, 
URANIA,
ROSE
SCHIAFFINO,
FORT
RICHEPANSE.

MOST SECRET.

19.2.1941.
Wednesday.

FRENCH MERCHANT SHIPS.

Following from Navy Office from Dakar 17/2 
depart BENTY for French Guiana. 
(N.A.Y/ashington, 1330/19 to Admty).

(N.A.Rio 1801/19) See German Merchant 
Ships.
SAINT DOMINIQUE arrived unescorted today 
19/2 from Martinique.
(S.O.(I) Montevideo 2024Z/19). V.

Your 1850/15. (re ships for service). 
Following French shipping totalling some 
21500 tons is available at Gibraltar the 
reference after the ships is the signal 
requesting crews. L* ORAGE, and AVANT GARDE 
2112/8/1 and 1852/28/1, OCTANE and SUR«*T 
1250/16/1, CHANTILLY, CANTAL, and URANIA, 
1702/22/1, ROSE SCHIAFFINO 1244/2/2. No crews 
have yet arrived all local resources have 
been exhausted by sailing to U.K. CHARLES 
PLUMIER, JOSEPH DUHAMEL and SENATEUR 
DUHAMEL, My 1842/22/1 refers. Craw may 
also be required for FORT RICHEPANSE now 
being sent in to Gibraltar under armed 
guard.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1829/19 to Admty).
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U/BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships
Attacked.

SIAMESE
PRINCE.
(Torpedoed
1272).

Return to Campbeltown acknov/ledge.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 0143/19 to SALVONIA), 
Proceed to position 059° 51 N . , 012° 13*W 
and R/V with DANEMAN searching for survivors 
of SIAMESE PRINCE. If no further signs of 
survivors rejoin H.X.107.
(C.in C. W.A. 1035/19 to ARROW).
If contact with ARROW has not been made 
return to base along probable route of H.X* 
107.
(C.in C. W.A. 2224/19 to DANEMAN, ARROW).

SSAFORTH 
(torpedoed 
18/2). ~

/

SEAFORTH sailed 3/2. What speed did 
Master declare?
(D.T.D. 1817/19 to N.C.S.O. Freetoym).
Have searched an area S.E. from SEAFORTH 
position to depth 40 miles y/idth 30 miles. 
Some wreckage seen but not identified as 
from SEAFORTH. Have not sighted MAORI 
since being (?forcibly) separated at 2300/18. 
Myp.c. and s. at 2000/19 058° 35'N., 0180 
11'W . , 030° 13 knots. Intend to carry 
A/S search as ordered in your 0215/18. 
(Search for survivors of SIAMESE PRINCE. A/S 
search afterwards).
(ZULU, 2115/19 to C.in C. H.F.)
(Note:-) Follov/ing made. For SEAFORTH only 
( on 14/2:-) My 1627/10 move position X 
018° 36 miles and position Y 019° 40 miles. 
From Q proceed through these nev/ positions 
and then as ordered.
(D.T.D. 1952/14).

BLACK
OSPREY.

Your 1820/18. Searched 85 miles to leeward 
of Birkenhead Osprey ?(BLACK OSPREY) 
position. Acres of y/reckage found 060° 45'N. 
018° 55’W. including lifebuoys and empty 
rafts. Uptxirned boats as in my 1215.
Search abandoned due to fuel and steering 
breakdovm. Require on arrival at 
Reykjavik assistance.
(MISTRAL 1915Z/19 to C.in C. W.A.)
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WAR DIARY.

Submarines
Reported,

0720
by
STARSTONE.

16/2.

0010/16.

2040.

Estimated
U/Boat

U/BOAT CAMPAIGN. (Contd.)

Following has been read.
SSSS 55.22 N . , 33.35 W. STARSTONE, 
submarine sighted.
(Lyness W/T T.O.R. 0720/19).
Admiralty message A.F. position 55° 22'N., 
330 35'W. at 0625/19/2 G.M.T.
(D.D.I.C. 0749/19).U/Boat reported by S.S. STARSTONE in 55° 2 
33° 35'W. at 0625/19 G.M.T. may be SEVERN 
escorting S.C.22.
(D.D.I.C. 0821/19).

Submarine sighted on 16/2 south of Island 
of Terceira, Azores. A.C.
(N.A.Lisbon, 1232/19 to Admty).

Norwegian Vessel HO____ w >ing
submarine on surface at 0010/16 in 
position 570 58’N . , 9° 10’W.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1743/19).

Recent indications suggest possibility that 
more than one Italian U/B may be on anti
submarine patrol in Bay of Biscay. 
Impossible to estimate patrol zones. 
(D.D.I.C. 1923/19 to TIGRIS).

By D/F at 2040/19 position of probable U/Boat 
was approx. 51° 30’N., 19°”21° W.
(D.D.I.C. 2302/19).

GERMAN.
One in 58°48'N., 18 the one in 590 53'N

18° 17'W. at 2041/18 may be 'N. , 120 13*W. at 1946/17.

/one
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U/BOAT CAMPAIGN. (Contd.)

Estimated GERMAN.
U/Boat
Dispositions. One 60° 30’N., - 61° 30'N., 15° W. - 18° W.
(Contd.) Two 550 30'N., - 58° 30'N., 20° W. - 24® w.

One 100 miles of 49° N., 30° W.
Possibly one 60 miles of 55° N., 12° 30'W. 
One 60 miles of 47° 30'N., 9° W.
One 100 miles of 40° N., 15° W. homeward bound.
ITALIAN.
There are indications that 6 or 7 may be at 
sea, whereabouts unknown,
(D.D.I.C. 1331/19).
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SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
QUEEN ELIZABETH, escorted "by DIDO and 
3 destroyers, left Rosyth at 1520 today 
for Scapa and is to carry out Power 
Trials on passage. Oropesa Searches 
of the War Channel from the Pirth of 
Forth to Duncansby Head are expected to 
be completed by 1800 accordingly.

V/ith the object of destroying Enemy Air
craft PEGASUS is to sail with Convoy O.B. 
291 and is to return to the Clyde with

P.O.I.C., Yarmouth points out that 
Trawlers off that port have been bombed 
throughout today and has requested that 
as there are now no A/A shore defences 
there of any sort, some Mobile Balloons 
and light A/A Guns may be sent there

An unprecedented fall of snow in the 
Newcastle area yesterday and today will 
cause the dates of completion of all 
ships under repair in the area to be 
affected.

British Air Activity
Operations of Coastal Command were 
greatly hampered today by bad weather. 
Blenheims attacked Brest last night. 
Bomber Command carried out no operations 
last night or today, on account of bad 
weather.

convoy S.L. 6 5 .

soon.
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Enemy Air Activity
The attacks on Plymouth (see 19/1) "by 
50 to 75 aircraft continued till 0600 
this morning, causing considerable damage 
to the R.N. Hospital there. At Falmouth 
last night night 2 H.E. Bombs in the 
Dockyard badly damaged the plate-fitting 
ship, but caused no damage to ships and 
no casualties; and at Swansea the tug 
QUEEN Hf was sunk and some slight damage 
done to the Docks.

m Convoy F.S. 16 was attacked at 1102 this 
morning off Harwich without resul.t, the 
two bombs dropped failing to explode. 
Convoy O.B. 287 was attacked this morning 
to the S.W. of the Faeroes, in 12° W.,
SS St.ROSARIO and ROSENBORG were damaged 
and returned to the Clyde: tanker D.L. 
HARDER was also damaged but continued her 
voyage. The attack was made by an 
aircraft believed to be operating from 
Stavanger.

The SS GREENLAND, 1281 tons, was attacked 
at 1145 today when 80 miles 308° from 
the Butt of Lewis, suffering 4 casualties 
but no damage to the ship.

SS RIGMOR was bombed this evening off 
Falmouth and is reported to be sinking, 
but BRITISH SPLENDOUR (Tanker) also 
bombed off Falmouth was not. damaged.

At 1930 when 9 miles N.W. by W. of St. Ives 
the Norwegian SS HILL, 496 tons, was also 
attacked by A/C which she engaged and 
claims to have damaged.

No report of damage has been received 
in respect of SS MERCHANT PRINCE attacked 
this morning in Convoy F.N. 12 off 
the Humber.

/The minesweeper.. •
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2 0 . 2 . 1 9 M .War Diary Thursday
SITUATION REPORT

Enemy Air Activity-Contd.
? The Minesweeper BRAMBLE was damaged this 
- morning by a near miss off Harwich, but 

shot down one of the attacking aircraft 
which exploded under water.

It is reported that Wolf Rock Light has 
been put out of action by machine gun fire.

i *

j '
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Mining

Operation A. The minelaying off Brest was completed
without incident last night by 20th D. F. 
covered by 2+ destroyers, with diversionary 
bombing attack during lay and as long 
as possible up to 3 hours before the 
operation commenced.

The Tyne was closed at 1012+ this morning 
after the mining of an LL Trawler off 
the entrance; precautions owing to mine- 

m  laying are necessary in the use of Barry;
and at 2209 this evening it was ordered 
that no Ships are to leave or enter 
Swansea Bay until further orders. At 
1131 the port of Aberdeen was re-opened, 
though with restrictions as to its approach.

Three Mines were exploded by Sweepers 
today off Spurn Point, one off Clacton, 
and one in the Thames Estuary.

SS PORT MEDINE was mined and sunk at
0630 today while at anchor off the Mumbles
(Swansea)

C ? m )
LL Trawler MARJORIE A^HASTIE was mined 

% off the Tyne a.m. today.

0
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SITUATION REPORT

Raider Situation
The raider situation is summarised "by 
the Admiralty in a signal today.

Mediterranean
The Admiralty today promulgated a danger 
area in the Central Mediterranean 
with Malta as centre and extending to 
the Adriatic on the east and including 
Sardinia on the west.

C. in C., Med. reports today that 
H.M.Trawler OUSE has "been sunk "by a 
mine whilst sweeping in Mersa Tobruk 
harbour.

I %



MOST SECRET,
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GLIMMAREN.

Proposed 
Rescue-Tug 
at Leith.

ANJA

6S8

20.2.1941.
Thursday.

[QME COMMANDS.

Policy.

Your 1832/10. Swedish Ship GLIMMAREN 
intercepted in Skopen Fiord. Result of 
examination will he reported.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1058/20 to Adty.).
Your 1058/20. If examination satisfactory 
GLIMMAREN is to be routed through the 
following positions, and thence through 
British declared channel to Swedish 
territorial waters.
2. GLIMMAREN should not be allowed to submit 
to German contraband control during this 
voyage.
3. Ship is not to be sailed before 1200/21/2. 
(D.O.D.h. 2254/20 to N.O.I.C. Faroes). 
GLIMMAREN sailing shortly from Skopen Fiord 
to Gothenburg has been routed through the 
following positions. Ship should not be 
molested. (D.O.D.H. 2255/20).

Request consideration may be given to a Rescue 
Tug being stationed at Leith instead of Dundee 
Reasons. (C.in C. Rosyth 1305/20).
Your 1305/20. Concur in proposals. Change 
should be made on completion of duties out
lined in Admiralty 1159/19.
(C.C.R.T. 1712/20 to C.in C. Rosyth).

(Finnish, 4835 tons). Have intercepted Ship 
in 064° 23' N. 029° W. Weather too rough to 
board. Am escorting her towards Reykjavik. 
Request rendezvous with escort ship from 
Reykjavik if available.
(SALOPIAN 1826/20).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Defence of U.K.

%

Parachute 
Stores 
picked up.

R.N.O. Burnham reports at 1114/19 that the 
following has been picked up in South 
Minister Marshes - green canvas hag 
containing stores with smaller bags of 
sand total weight 30 pounds. These were 
attached to a parachute about four feet in 
diameter which was in turn attached to a 
smaller parachute these,ari^cles are in 
the hands of the police.
(C.in C. Nore 0023/20).

At 1130 /20. (D.C. 1159/20). At 2330/20
(D.C. 0024/21).

Orkneys 
A/A Guns.

Confirmed that these guns have arrived. 
(A.C.O.S. 1147/20 to Dacoast Four).

Yarmouth 
A/A Defences,

Following received from F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 
begins:- Admiralty 1958/19 mentions that 
Home Forces have been asked to move 
further light A/A into area.
'There are no A/A defences of any sort 
ashore at Yarmouth though there are four 
Bofors guns at Lowestoft.
The difficulty of removing heavy gun 
defences from other vital areas is 
appreciated, and was not expected, but it 
is hoped light A/A may be sent here soon. 
Trawlers both close inshore and further 
out have been attacked and bombed off and 
on all day. 1750/20 ends.
(C.in G. More 2230/20 to Adty.).
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QUEEN
ELIZABETH

DIDO
NAPIER
BEDOUIN

Northern
Patrol.

S/M1 5 .

PEGASUS.

EDINBURGH.

PANDORA.

Channel
Patrol.

Nore
Patrols.
*

20.2.1941.
Thursday.

HOKE COMMANDS.

Movements.

Arrived Rosyth DIDO, NAPIER, BEDOUIN.
(C.in C. Rosyth 1105/20).
Sailed QUEEN ELIZABETH, DIDO, NAPIER, BEDOUIN, 
SOMALI. In accordance with my 1600/19. 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1520/20).
My 1600/19. Amend E.T.A. to read fifty 
minutes later. (C.in C. Rosyth 1825/20 
to A.C.O.S.).

Trawler lines tonight. 3 Trawlers. 
(A.C.O.S. 1526/30).

Positions at 0800/21 and movements for 
following 24 hours. (F.O.S. 1721/20).

PEGASUS is to be sailed in time to act in 
co-operation with convoy 0.B.291. She is to 
return to Clyde with convoy S.L.65. Object 
is destruction of enemy A/C. Instructions. 
(C.in C. W.A. 1815/20).

Scapa departure 1900. (A.C.O.S. 1923/20).

Intend sailing PANDORA at 1830/21 as by 
my 1215/16 with 72 hours added to all times 
(S.5. 2315/20).

Operations.

WIVERN, BERKELEY, leave Needles 1845/20 to 
patrol southward of a group of 12 Merchant 
Vessels escorted by MAID MARION and VICTRIX 
due Dartmouth 0800/21.
Destroyers return to Needles at 0745/21. 
(C.in C. Portsmouth 1303/20.).

Owing to weather conditions all patrols 
sheltering in harbour.
(N.O.I.C. Brightlingsea 1730/20).
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Patrols.

Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft 
Mobile Balloons 
requested*

HOUSATONIC 
(Bombed 19/2).

Plymouth
attacked.

MOST 661SECRET.

HOME COMMANDS.

20.2.1941.
Thursday.

British Air Activity.

Following patrols will be flown today. 
Fair, Minches. (C.in C. Rosyth 0830/20).

Air search by Hudson A/C being carried out 
over position 59° 40* N. 7° 28* W. until 
dusk. (C.in C. Rosyth 1626/20).

In view of present enemy aircraft activity 
round Yarmouth and Lowestoft, request the 
use of 8 to 12 Mobile Balloons may be loaned 
from Felixstowe for use at Yarmouth and 
Lowestoft. (F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1802/20 to 
C.in C. Nore.).

Enemy Air Activity.

Will proceed at 0700 arriving given position 
approx. (1600) ? today.
(SALV0NIA 0230/20).
My 1500/19. Proceeding Oban with 80 
survivors, one critical cot case.
E.T.A. 1200/20. (PERIWINKLE 0300/20).
Your 1906/19. Lost touch with H0USAT0NIC 
in snow storm. In view of absence of 
orders and urgent need of medical attention 
have proceeded for Oban.
(PERIWINKLE 0430/20 to C.in C. W.A.).
Your 0735/20. PERIWINKLE arrived with 
survivors. (N.O.I.C. Oban 1245/20 to 
C.in C. W.A.).
Your 1531/20. PERIWINKLE has returned to 
harbour. HOUSATONIC reported still afloat 
in 59° 39' N. 07° 24' W. at 2029/19.
Aircraft will assist you in search tomorrow. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 2125/20 to SALVONIA).

Situation report 1800/19 to 0600/20.
Part 1. Between 50 and 75 hostile aircraft 
passed over area on northerly course from 
1911 for about 2 hours in waves of between 
6 and 12 aircraft at a time. One U.X.B. on 
Admiralty property. Damage and casualties 
on Adty. property subject to separate report 
to Adty. (Group Controller, Plymouth 0600/20).

/ Air raid during • • • •
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Plymouth 
attacked. 
(Contd.)

MERCHANT 
PRINCE.

Falmouth 
bombed.

Convoy 
F.S.IS-. <+>(+

Convoy 
O.E. 287.

TARIA.

BRAMBLE 
(1st :./s f .)

20.2.1941.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air' Activity. (Contd.)

Air raid during evening of 19/2 caused 
damage at R.N. Hospital Plymouth as follows. 
There are still two U.X. B. in the hospital 
grounds. (S.C.E. Devonport 1800/20).

(British, 5229 tons). Attacked by bomber 
1 mile off Humber Light vessel.
(Rosyth W/T 1035/20).

Two H.E.'s dropped in Dockyard last night. 
Extensive damage to plate fitting shop. 
Other damage to road and railways and roof 
of fitting shop. No casualties. No 
damage to ships. Hope machines will be 
50$ working In a week 100$ in a fortnight. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1057/20).

Enemy bombing Convoy psxism\. My position 
51° 56' N. 10 40* E. (V/ALLACE 1102/20).
My 1103. No hits. (FYTCHLEY 1105/20).
My 1120. Two bombs no hits. Bombs failed 
to explode. (FYTCHLEY 1125/20).

" Cu.rU.Enemy bombing convoy in 59° N. 12° W.
(? Origin) (1130/20).

arrived SABRE escorting TARIA with 3 dead 
and 4 injured. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 1507/20). 
Your 1311/19. Ship arrived. Casualties 
3 killed 3 injured. (D.T.D. 1547/20 to 
S.N.O. Curacao).

SEAGULL reports that BRAMBLE shot down a 
Messerschmitt and also that she has an 
U.X.B. on board. Both ships now in harbour. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1525/20).
BRAMBLE now berthed alongside Parkeston Quay 
Eomb has been removed and disposed of. Ship 
holed port side aft on water line. Ship can 
steam but will require docking after passage 
repairs completed. No casualties.

/ Two German twin ..
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Enemy Air Activity. (Contd.)

BRAMBLE ' 
(1st. M/S.F.) 
(contd.)

Two German twin engined aircraft attacked 
ship simultaneously at deck level with 
machine guns dropping two bombs, one in 
sea, the other on board unexploded.
One aircraft shot down into sea exploding 
under water. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 1929/20)

WINDSOR (British, 19,141 tons). Attacked one mile
CASTLE. South of Black Head.

(WINDSOR CASTLE 1809/20).

BRITISH (British Tanker, 7138 tons) Attacked
SPLENDOUR. 1 mile South Black Head.

(BRITISH SPLENDOUR 182 0/20).

Swansea 
bombed. 
QUEEN IV 
sunk.

Air Raid Swansea night 19/20.
Damage to docks slight.
Tug QUEEN IV sunk. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 
1900/20) .

BARON REiEREW Salvage Company anticipate BARON RENFREW 
(Bombed 23/l). ready for tov/ing Saturday.

(SCHELDE 2118/18).

RIGMOR. (British 1278 tons). CLARE reports 
S.S. RIGMOR bombed in 049° 54'*N. 004°
51' W. at 1930/20. Burning and sinking 
rapidly. All crew picked up proceeding 
Milford Haven. (C.in C. Plymouth 2256/20)
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HOME COMMANDS.
•

Minins.

MARJORIE 
«. HA3TIE.

M|S
Trawler). Mined off Tyne.

Drifting to south of entrance.
Examination vessel and lifeboat standing by. 
(P.O.I.C. Tyne 0947/20;.

Tyne. Port of Tyne is closed. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 
1014/20).

Z.M.E.19. Particulars. To be carried out on night 
of 21/2 or as soon after as practicable. 
(V.C.N.S. 1018/20).

Search of 
War Channel. My 1600/19. Subject to weather, Oropesa 

searches between May Island and Duncansby 
Head between One and Two miles east of 
following Dividing Line will be completed 
by 1800 today. (C.in C. Rosyth 1025/20).

Barry. Restrictions and precautions. Owing to 
suspected mine laying. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 
1043/20).

foht/m e d ine. (British, 5261 tons) Mined and sunk in 
51° 33‘.5"N. 3° 56j.5"W.
'(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 1047/20).

Off Clacton. Mine exploded by »L L' Trawler at 1505/19 in 
about 51° 39* 50" N. 01° 15* 24" E.
No other vessels in vicinity.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1118/20).

Aberdeen. 

Operation A.

Port open using North side of Q.Z.S. 161. 
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1131/20).

Jf. k'Trt U|N)
My 1344/18. Operation completed according 
to plan and without incident.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1256/20).
Arrived 1005: KELLY, KASHMIR, KIPLING, JACKAL 
INTREPID, IMPULSIVE, ICARUS. * 
(C.in C. Plymouth 1526/20.).

INTREPID
IMPULSIVE
ICARUS



MOST SECRET«

War Diary.

INTREPID
IMPULSIVE
ICARUS.

S.N.68 B.

Thames
Estuary.

PELICAN 
(mined 19/2).

Spurn Point.

Swansea Bay,

665

20.2.1941.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining. (Contd.)

91. Intend sailing for Portsmouth at 1900 
today to arrive off Nab at 0800/21.
(ii) Request INTREPID and IMPULSIVE may 
be sailed to Dartmouth by night after 
reloading. (C.in C. Plymouth 1302/20 
to C.in C. Portsmouth).

Your 1726/15. Cover and escort for this 
operation will probably not be available 
before 4/3. (C.in C. H.F. 1457/20 to 
R.A.M.L.).

Red mine detonated at 2035/19 225°
B.4 Buoy 2.1 miles.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 1500/20 and 1924/20).

My 1130/20. Request tugs may be at 
Sheerness by 1200 tomorrow to tow PELICAN. 
(C.in C. Nore 1730/20).

The following three mines were exploded 
today. Particulars. (F.0. Humber 1822/20).

Admiralty 1708/20 para. 2 (a) concur. 
Request you will comply with para. 2 (b). 
(C.in C. H.F. 1859/20 to R.A.M.L.).

Admiralty's 1708/20. BRIGHTON and 
LANCASTER will be available at midnight 
20/21 February. Request your requirements. 
(R.A.M.L. 1939/20 to C.in C. W.A.).

fa - £ 6 ? .

Owing to minelaying no ships are to enter 
or leave Swansea Bay until further orders. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 2209/20).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy In te llig e n ce .

Follow ing in tercep t on 500 K c /s .:
58° 30 ' N. 21° 20* E. LIE ft Ell 3 TILL LiW*. itill,
("Lying s t i l l " )  OCEANA.
(Scapa W/T. T.O.R. 0644/20).

1. There have been four unconnected 
reports from seamen during la s t  two months 
o f a small type o f U boat apparently twenty 
metres in  length , no guns, crew of seven 
reported  from P illa u , K ie l, Danzig, and 
now Rotterdam.
3. My 1848/19 fo r  "ob stru ction " read " i c e " .  
Note paragraph 1 D 2. Paragraph 2, A2.
(N.A. Stockholm 1555/20).

(German, 2594 to n s ) . Has message been 
received  time o f rece ip t 1855 made in 
German from MARIE Î )NHARDT on 500 k c /s .  
Ship transm itting appears to  be c lo s e . 
My p os it ion  1900/20 was 055° 52 ' N.
008° 08' W.
(HARVESTER 1930/20 to  C .in C. W .A .).
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Sh ipp ing and Convoys.

G enera l. .

O.G.M. ) 
O.E.M. )

A l t e r n a t i v e  r o u te s .  My 1937/24/1 c a n c e l le d .  
My 1737/18/1 remains in  f o r c e .
C . in  C. Plymouth, 1034/20).

S t r a g g le r s .
1

My 2137/21/1 and your 1123/14 a ls o  r e p o r t  
on Convoy SC 20 by RAliPURA. Suggest 
r e in t r o d u c t io n  o f  D/F s t r a g g l e r  procedure 
up t o  035° West be s e r io u s ly  con s id e red . 
(R .A .  3rd B .S . 1217/20 .).

ORDUNA With W il l in gd o n  M iss ion . 2 d e s tro y e rs  from 
R .A .M .L . to  m eet. (D .O .D .H ., 1708/20). 
BRIGHTON and LANCASTER a v a i la b le  (R .A .M .L . 
1939/20). Route . (C . in  C. W.A. 2327/20).

0 .B. and 
O.G.

My 1739/10. Order o f  s a i l i n g  o f  e s c o r t  
groups amended. (C . in  C. W.A. 1914/20). 
Amended programme o f  s a i l i n g s .  (C . in  C. W .A ., 
2247/20).

F in n ish  
S h ip s .

Consul Petsamo re p o r ts  p r a c t ic e  o f  B r i t i s h  
p a t ro ls  in  removing N a v ic e r ts  from eastbound 
sh ips ( s p e c ia l  mention b e in g  made o f  v e s s e ls  
FRITZ and CAROLINA THORDEN) i s  causing 
d i f f i c u l t y  in  check ing  cargoes on t h e i r  
a r r i v a l .  (N .A . Stockholm 1541/20 t o  A dm ty .) .

C oasta l Convoys.

E .N .74 . My 1552/19. Amend p o s i t io n  (C . in  C. Rosyth

E .N .U .73 .

0006/20) P o s i t i o n  (A .C .O .S . 0849/20).

0100/20, u nesco rted , 2 sh ip s .  (N .C .S .O . 
Au ltbea  0224/20).

W.N.U.75. D es t in a t io n s  (N .C .S .O . Au ltbea  0225/20).

F .N . l2 .  1+12- E .T .A .  (VALOROUS, 0742/20) L i s t  and 
d e s t in a t io n s  (N .C .S .O . Humber, 1059/20) 
Tyne and Tees sh ips to  be sent H a r t le p o o l .  
(C . in  C. Rosyth  1153/20). A bsen tees . 
(N .C .S .O . Humber, 2216/20).

F .S . lX .  l+ t  j No ships from  M iddlesbrough (F .O . I .C .  Tyne, 
0947/20) 15 sh ips (F .O . I .C .  Tyne, 0948/20)
3 sh ips ( l i s t )  (N .C .S .O . Humber, I IO 2/ 2 O).

W.N.86. A r r iv e d  (N .C .S .O . M e th i l  1016/20).

/  P .S .  16. • • • •
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Shipping and Convoys.
Coastal Convoys. (Contd.).

^ F .S k Humber ships arrived. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 
1018/20) Position, 5 ships for London. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames, 1414/20) Arrived 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1916/20).

W.N.U.73. Arrivals. (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1120/20).

E.N.75. 0630/21. Escorts. 14 ships. Codes. 
(N.C.S.O. Methil 1136/20).

12 M.V's. E.T.A. (N.C.S.O. Portsmouth 1223/20) 
(C.in C., Portsmouth, 1437/20).

W.N.U.87. 1430/20 unescorted, 3 ships (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea, 1224/20).1500/20 unescorted, 3 ships (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea, 1550/20) List (1600/20).

W.N.87. 1 ship Methil for Leith. (N.C.S.O. Lyness, 
1435/20) Position (ULLSWATER, 1820/20).

W. 11.88. Cancel my 1457/19 (sailing orders). 
(F.O.I.C. Clyde 1614/20) List (1716/20).

E;N.75. Sails 0630/21 )
)

-̂ F.S.lttfc. i+1 7 A Sails 2300/20 ) (C.in C. Rosyth 1558/20).) 1 -̂y-t
F.N.1&. if. <2- Due 1830/20 )

-+F.S.I7A.)4/7>\ 
F.s.ia )̂ /g
F . S.16 ) t+ 1 (,

Amend my 1745/17 (escorts). 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1623/20).

C.E.26. Sailing 23/2. (C.in C. Nore 1740/20).

C.W.26. All arrived. (C.in C. Portsmouth 1746/20).

/ F.N. 11. • • • •
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II.X. 108.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys.
(Contd.)

Arrived 1800/20. (N.C.S.O. Methil
1826/20) ( C. in C.-Rosyth 2355/20).

1030/22 unescorted, 6 ships. (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea 1840/20) .

List and destinations. (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea 1911/20).

Sailing 1630/21. Escorts. 
(N.C.S.O. Dartmouth 2143/20).

Sailed 2300/20. 31 ships. (N.C.S.O.
Methil 2355/20) (C.in C. Rosyth 2355/20).

Adty. 2248/10 and my 2024/19.
Following corvettes detailed. GENTIAN 
sailed with 0.G.52.
COREOPSIS sailing with 0.G.54.
FLEUR DE LYS, AZALEA, sailing with 0.G.55.
(ii) Allocation of PIMPERNEL is cancelled.
(iii) F.O.C.N.A. is requested sail 
VERBENA for U.K. with next H.G. convoy 
after arrival of AZALEA.
(C.in C. W.A. 1732/20).

N.C.S.O. Halifax 2210/20.

1 arrival. (N.O.I.C. Barry 0116/20).

Meet. (C.in C. W.A. 0209/20 to WANDERER, 
WITCH, etc.). 12 hours late.
(MALOJA, 1028/20) WANDERER etc. to join 
(C.in C. W.A., 223L/20) PERIWINKLE to meet. 
(C.in C. V..A. 2311/20). . , H , .

/ 0#B»28V• ••••
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Ocean Convoys.

Shipping and Convoys. 

(Contd.)

0.B.287. 
H-X ioi

Report p.c. and s. (C.in C. W.A., 1011/20 
to WANDERER) Remain with 0.B.287 till 
further orders. (C.ln C. W.A. 1357/20 to 
WANDERER etc.) Remain as long as fuel 
endurance and join H.X.108, 22/2 
(C.in C. W.A., 2231/20).

O.G.53. Sailing telegram (C.in C. W.A., 1457/20).

0.B.289. Sailed 1715/20, 11 ships. (N.C.S.O. Mersey 
1716/20) List and destinations. (1717/20).

O.G.52. GENTIAN sailed with. (C.in C.*W.A. 1732/20).

O.G.54. COREOPSIS " " " M

O.G.55. FLEUR DE LYS, AZALEA sailing with 
(C.in C. W.A. 1732/20).

0.B.291. PEGASUS to co-operate. Instructions. 
(C.in C. W.A., 1815/20).

H.X.U.107. BOULDERPOOL arrived (N.C.S.O. Aulthea 1909/20)1

Military Convoys.

W.S.6B. A.T. 1335/11 (See Operations Volume) . A < e ys 
Delete S.S. BURMA from para. 3. Para. 6, 
MAURITIUS is carrying out this duty and 
will accompany convoy W.S.6B.
(D.O.D.(F) 1619/20 to C.in C. W.A., H.F., 
S.A., etc.).

T.C.9. B.S.3 1652/16. A/S escort for T.C.9 from 
position A. OTTAWA. S.O., RESTiqoUCHE, 
ASSINBOINE, HAVELOCK, CHURCHILL, LEOPARD. 
(C.in C. W.A. 1058/20 to 18 C.S.).
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CASUALTIES AMD DEFECTS.

(B r it is h ,  874 tons) Reports having been 
in  c o l l is io n  w ith  unknown sh ip . Making 
water amidships but is  m ain ta in ing course 
and speed o f Convoy. I  am standing by her. 
(PYTCHLEY 0430/20).

My 0931/20. M.A/S B.73 has returned to  
Douglas w ith  engine fa i lu r e .
(N .O .I.C . I s e l  o f Mian 1148/20).

(B r it is h ,  1002 to n s ).  From F .N . l l .  Holed 
in  stokehold , rudder post b e lie v ed  
fra c tu re d , now be ing beached Yarmouth fo r  
pumping operations and subsequent en try  to  
harbour.
(N .C .S .0 . Yarmouth 1155/20).

A rr iv ed  v/ith tugs KR00MAN and RICHARD T.KE 
BAR8XER at 1810. (F .O .I .C . Yarmouth 1845/20)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

20.2.1941.
Thursday.

Raider Situation.

1. SLS. 64 was probably attacked by 
HIPPER which has returned to Brest.

2. Suspicious ship sighted by U.S. liner 
EXETER on 16/2 south of Azores and vague 
D/F indications on 18/2 suggest unit in 
this area.

3. D/F indications of unit in Pernarabuco- 
Freetown area on 19/2.

D/F shows unit still south of St. Helena on 
19/2.

No information.

SPEYBANK and KETTYJROVIJC overdue and 
probably attacked 31/1 and 2/2 west of 
Seychelles respectively. D/F in this area 
on 4/2 probably same raider. D/F on 15/2 
indicated raider had moved to Saya de 
Malha-Chagos area.

Suspicious ship and tanker sighted by R.A.A.F 
on 16/2 betv/een New Guinea and Solomons, 
course south, not located 17/2. Possibly 
MANYO MARU, which bombarded Nauru on 26/12/40 
and prize OLE JACOB ex Kobe 5/12/4-0.
(D.D.I.C. 2302/20 to C. in G's etc).

Operations Against Vichy French.

My 1230/18. Position 0001/20 053° 24N 
013° 13'W. Route 035° 00*N. 010° OO'W.
Speed 11 knots. E.T.A. Gibraltar 1500/21. 
Fuel remaining 290 tons.
(REGISTAN 0001/20 to Adrnty).
MARSDALE’s 1100/19. Unless otherwise 
ordered,MARSDALE rendezvous with FORT 
RICHEPANSE and escort Gibraltar. REGISTAN 
on relief by MARSDALE (? to join) patrol. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0020/20 to MARSDALE, REGISTAN). 
Your 1100/19. French ship PLM 13 sent out 
S.O.S. 174-5 G.M.T./18 which was answered 
by Casablanca asking reason for call. 
Nothing further heard.
(F.O.C.N.A. 104-2/20 to MARSDALE).

/Rendezvous
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Operations Against Vichy French.
FORT RICHEPANSE. 
PLM 15.
LORIENT.

1872) .

Rendezvous with me 053° 38’N. 011° 20'W. 
1700 today.
(MARSDALE 1200/20 to REGISTAN). 
F.O.C.N.A's 0020/20. FORT RICHEPANSE 
reports only two days supply of water
and stores. Sick child on "board.
Escorting him direct to Gibraltar. E.T.A.
1600/ 21 .
(REGISTAN, 1310/20 to Admty).
Your 1200/20. Unable to rendezvous. See 
my 1310/20.
(REGISTAN 1500/20 to MARSDALE).
Your I3IO/20 not received. My position 
1800, 033 1+3'N. 011° 12'W. steering 110°
8 knots.
(MARSDALE, 1730/20 to REGISTAN, F.O.C.N.A).

07* N. 011° 28' W. my course and speed 
010° 10 knots, from MARSDALE.
(Block 1, 1515/20 to Admty F.O.C.N.A). 
Your 1515/20. Probably H.M.S. PHOEBE, 
Vide my 1706/19.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1605/20 to MARSDALE Block : 
to Adty, F.O.O.N.A).

North Atlantic.

on S.L. S. 61+ on 12/2. Result of the 
attack is now:- Safe, 10 ships certain, 
2 probably; Sunk, 5 ships certain, 2 
probably. (D.O.R. 20?2).

line.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0120/20 to MARON).
Your 2100/19 Lloyds report CAMPOS 1+663 
tons arrived Paranagua 7/2 from Bahia 
Blanca. No later information.
(D.C. 0212/20 to MARON-.
My 0120/20. In all probability SIQUEIRA CAMFC6, 
61+56 Gross, which left Pernambuco 6/2 for 
Lisbon.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1212/20 to MARON).

Suspicious
Cruiser.

Unknown cruiser bearing 300 distance 
11+ miles course 200 going away fast, 033°

I * Greek, I+965 tons has arrived Gibraltar 
with slight damage from raider attack

KALLIOPI.
(ex S.LTS. 61+).

MARON Your 2100/19. (MARON reporting following
suspected
ship.

CAMPOS). Brazilian CAMPOS ex ASUNCION 
I+663 G.T. belonging to Lloyds Brazilgire

/SuspiGious>
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North Atlantic, (contd).
American S.S. EXETER on arrival Lisbon 
reports closed by suspicious ship south of 
Azores a.m./l6 which then made off. 
(Description).
(F.O.C.N.A. 0843/20 to N.A. Stn).

Intend to sail FORESIGHTS.0. of Destroyers, 
FOXHOUND, FORTUNE, FIREDRAKE, to pass 
through 035° 1 0 ’N. 0 11° 20’W. at 0900 
minus one February 23 (?steering 260°) to 
R/V with you and escort you to Gibraltar. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1304/20 to S.O. Force H).

Gibraltar departures 1500/20 LEITH,' TUNA, 
FURY, FEARLESS, GERANIUM, JONQUIL, 
escorting H.G. 54 in accordance with 
F.O.O.N.A. 2334/17 amended 1312/19.
(S.O.I. Gib., 1546/20).

20/2. 2 Routine A.S. patrols. One convoy 
escort from west. One convoy escort to 
East. Area covered 4° 30'W. to 8° 40'W. 
(200 Group 1700/20 to Air Ministry).

Japanese transport arrival a.m. today. 
(N.A. Lisbon 1704/20 to Admty).

South Atlantic.
D/F bearings at I917Z/ 1 9 indicate enemy 
surface unit within 100 miles of 011°N. 018°W. 
(C. in G. S.A. 0011/20 to GOMDRIN, WISHART).

Your 2021/18. Propose to take in hand 
forthwith for conversion at Durban NOBLE 
NORA,TRANSVALIA,EGELAND, JOHN WILLIAMSON. 
Earliest possible date of completion 3/5. 
FAIR MAGDA tSILESIA,and ODD are in bad 
condition. Possibility of reconditioning. 
SIR LIEGE,ETOILE,and EDDA cannot be made 
serviceable.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1130/20 to Admty).

/Enemy
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South Atlantic, (contd).

D/F "bearings indicated enemy unit probably 
surface within 80 miles of 051° S. 004° W. 
at 1917Z/19. Reliability 85%.
(C. in C. S.A. 1347N/20 to S.A. Station).

Overdue shipping cancel my 1034/14 
(1055/14 intended) WANDERER arrived 
Walvis Bay.
(S.O.(I) Capetown 1527B/20).

H.M.S. CYCLAMEN and transport CUBA arrived 
Lagos 1100/20. Maximum speed is 9i knots. 
(Director of Nigerian Marine Lagos 1550/20 
to C. in C. S.A).

Due Capetov/n 22/2 probable date of sailing 
23rd for U.K. independently.
(S.O.I. Capetown 1601B/20).

Brazilian Naval Authorities have had 
report (C.5) from Civilian prefect that 
unknown submarine was 2 km. off shore at 
Saquirema, 22° 5 6' S. 42° 26*W. at 1630/18. 
(N.A., Rio de Janeiro 1801/20).

Your 1404/13. CHATEAUROUX loaded by Free French with French owned cargo and 
before disposal their approval must be 
obtained in London. Report when BENVENUE 
(British) will be ready for sea and 
cause of delay. If delay due to faulty 
degaussing she should be sailed for Glasgow 
undegaussed.
(D.T.D. 1929/20 to N.C.S.O. Freetown).

N.O.i/c Simonstown 2505/16 and 1640/17. 
Captain (Lieut R.N.V.R) of patrol vessel 
saw distantly three-funnelled ship approaching 
from N. which turned away to northwards and 
was lost in the fading light. Might be 
warship or similar to EMPRESS boat. No 
British warship oijinnocent merchant ship 
should be there. Mirage, unlikely.
(ii) Air R.C. showed nothing. liii) Dassen 
Island lighthouse saw nothing, (iv) French 
ship ERIDAN believed left (?Dakar) 7/2 
for Madagascar. Captain patrol vessel does 
not consider this was ship sighted but not 
absolutely certain, (v) Drifting mines fonnd 
and sunk by gunfire in position 240 degs.
H i  miles from Dsssen to-day 20th Q G A 47 
refers. (S.O.(l) Capetown 1720/20).
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Mediterranean
Your 181+5/18. A.L. T.O. 7279/1+0 of 1i+th/6 
191+0 paras 1+5-53 and Diagram 1+ explain 
action and appearance of parachute mine.
As far as is known German aircraft do not 
lay any mine without a parachute.
(D.M.S., 0027/20 to S.B.N.O. , Suez Canal)

/£  D.

C,in C.,. E.I. 1136Z/16. Draft in 
CHRISTIAN HUYGENS is composed of men 
three t<£ four years abroad and selected 
for some reason or another to go to U.K.
I strongly deprecate the use of these 
men as suggested. (C. in C., Med.
081+6/20 to Admty.)

Further to A. M. 11+17/17/1 > and C. in C. 
Med's 11+05/20/1 Arrangements for N Class 
destroyers to he fitted with 1+" gun in 
place of after torpedo tubes.
(D.T.S.D. 1056/20 to C. in C. , Med.)

Your 181+5/11 • Owing to amount of 
material involved, length of time 
elapsing before gear could operate, and 
doubtful efficacy through changes made 
in enemy mines, the fixed loop system 
cannot be produced without detriment 
to production of minesweepers.
(D.T.M. 1057/20 to C. in C., Med.)

Information received Italians very 
rarely use Sfax Roads, (Cdr. (S) 1, 
1129/20 to UPRIGHT)

Leave area p.m./21 through 033° 00’
012° 10’ 033° 50’ 011° 58’ 035° 32’ 014° 
12* Make E.T.A. when safe to do so and 
if you cannot arrive Marsamxett before 
2200/23 remain in sanctuary and proceed 
so as to arrive 0630/21+. (Comdr (S) 1 
111+3/20 to UPHOLDER)

/Aircraft
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Mediterranean-Contd.
Aircraft 
required at Malta

Request you instruct 200 Group to comply 
with my A 169 11/2. Glenn Martin urgently required at Malta.
(H.Q. , R.A.F. , M.E. 1538/20 to Air Min.)

Taranto
Reconnaissance Air reconnaissance 20/2. Taranto.

(H. Q., R.A.F. , Malta 1715/20 V.A. Malta 
1811/20)

«) # AirSquadrons My 1732/12+/1. Request details regarding 
885 and 805 Squadrons. (D.N.A. D., 1853/20 to C. in C., Med.)

Air Forces Reply to C. in C., Med. 2007/30/1.
(D.N.A.D., 185^/20) See Mediterranean Volume

Engaging 
Unseen Air 
Targets

Following sent to A.O.C., in C., M.E. by Air Ministry "Experience of enemy 
night T/B and low level bombing attacks 
in Mediterranean and possibility of 
similar attacks elsewhere necessitates 
establishment of rules for engaging unseen targets by H.M. ships. Following 
rule proposed"(quoted)

C 0 Request information if this rule will 
meet your general requirements for A.A. 
fire at unseen targets. (D.T.S.D., 1855/20 to C. in C., Med.)

Danger Area 
for Shipping

In Central Mediterranean. Navigational 
warning to be issued at 1200/22 to 
shipping. Instructions for attack on shipping at sight. (Hd. of M., 2021/20 
to C. in C., Med., etc.) Original in 
Lion copy only.

OUSE OUSE was sunk by a mine while sweeping 
v/ith S. A. gear in Mersa Tobruk Harbour. 
Further details and casualties will be forwarded later. (C. in C., Med., 1906/ 
20)
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TO: Ooc.'.::dio.dar .1 u C h ief, k ed iterra  
Flag  Oi- leer  Commariding, NortJ 
Vice Admiral, M alta. Ul6 
S.O Force ( h) 29U.
Reptd. Air Mini at;
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U95*
la n tic  7U6.

i/8. 0 v & 2 0  . 2  .i+1

naval cypher d .

From. Adm iralty.
?0RTANT.

A navigational warning is  being issued a t  1200 G.M.T» on 
22nd February d eclarin g  dangerous to shipping an area in the 
Mediterranean enclosed by the lin es  jo in in g  the following p o sitio n s :

t (rA * a w > /z //jl /
From Cape S ta . Maria di Leuca in I t a l y >L a t .  39 deg. U8 'N. 

long 18 deg 2 2 ’E .  (approx) in a l 62^deg d ire c t io n  to Benghazi thenoo 
westward along the north A frican  shore to  the Tunisian -  T r ip o li  
f r o n t ie r  thence along the l im its  of French t e r r i t o r i a l  waters to  a 
p o sitio n  3 miles northward of Cape Bon in L a t .  37 deg 08*, N. long 
l l  deg OU’ E. (approx) thence in a 30U deg d ire c t io n  to a p o sitio n  
30 miles 180 deg from Cape Spartivento in Sardinia thence at a 
d istan ce  of 30 miles from the west coast of Sardinia to the ’
p a r a l l e l  U1 deg 18 ’ N. thence eastward along th is  p a r a l l e l  to Paola v 
Fuora point thence southward and eastward along the co a s t  of I ta ly  
to  Cape S ta . Maria di Leuca.

2 . V*ithin th is  area irface v e s s e ls ,  submarines and a i r c r a f t  may 
a t ta c k  any vessels  a t  s ig h t but French c o a s ta l  t r a f f i c  including  
t r a f f i c  to islands o f f  the Tunisian coast should not be in terfered  
with.

3 .  In the A d ria tic  a l l  v e sse ls  navigating within 30 miles of  
I t a l i a n  and I t a l i a n  occupied t e r r i t o r y  may be attack ed  without 
warning; to  avoid in frin gin g  Yugo-Slav t e r r i t o r i a l  w aters , northern  
l im it  of 30 mile zone o ff  coast of Albania is  to be la t i tu d e  U2 deg 
n orth . C ertain  Y u g o sla v  ships may o ccasio n ally  be allowed to  
en ter  and leave A d ria tic  on approved voyages. In these cases  C. in ( 
Mediterranean w ill  be informed by consul granting n a v ic e rt  and 
should in s tru c t  p a tro ls  acco rd in g ly . Assume lo c a l  naval a u th o rit ie s  
w ill  inform C. in C. Mediterranean i f  Yugo-Slav ship is  permitted
to s a i l  from Egyptian or P alestin e  p ort to  A d r ia t ic .

U. Elsewhere in the Mediterranean German and I t a l i a n  v esse ls  may 
be attack ed  without warning anywhere within 30 miles of I t a l i a n  
t e r r i t o r y  and a lso  south of L a t .  35 deg U6* N. in Tunisian  
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters in  accordance with my 0202/5*

5 . The n ecessity  of discouraging trade between, Spanish and 
I t a l i a n  p orts  was re fe rre d  to in my 1229 /1 5 /1 *  In view of the 
d i f f i c u l t y  of maintaining p a tro ls  within 30 miles of the I t a l i a n  
co ast  p a r t i c u la r ly  o ff  Genoa, and in order to discourage trade  
between Spain and I ta ly  there is  no objection to occasion al  
a t ta c k s  without- warning being c a r r ie d  out again st d e f in ite ly  
l&stttl$iab2>€k . enemy oerehaot ships outside 30 miles of I t a l i a n  
t e r r i t o r y .
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6t Request you will arrange for navigational warning contained 
in paragraph 1 to be broadcast not before 1200 O.M.T. on 22nd 
February.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
5th s.L.
V.C.N.S.

O.K.3.
A« C.N. S.
‘ A.G..N. 3.
C. S.O to 1st S.L 
P.A.S. (S)
D. of P (3)
D.N.I (iO
D.T.D. (k)
D.T*D. (M)
O.Di (5)
Ops (u)
0.1 * G. • ( 2 ) 
D.3.D.9 . , ;L.^ys. w.- •L . lit ST t D.

2021/20 ^
for Kd. of M. (808) ^
Approved by ■ ar Cabinet% ,1
Hydrographer
D.Sj'V.D. (3) m
L. of L.D. (2 ) f l
D.C.O
ki. (12) and for F.O. M.ST.W* 
D.D.T.S.D. (CUlr)
I.P. (3)

V] .D.

If
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Kisraayu My 1026/17. (Position of ships ex Kismayu) One of the three ships in Southern 

Anchorage Kismayu is still afloat. W/T 
Station apparatus and electric power 
station in Kismayu completely smashed.
(C. in C., E.I., 0528Z/20, to Admty.)

KINGSTON
-_! FORT LAMY

PASHA
ARENA

Expect to arrive 1600Z/20 with FORT LAMY. 
Will send PASHA ahead to save daylight. ARENA sent on last night has not yet been 
overtaken and may arrive independently.
Re lights. (KINGSTON, 0606Z/20 to N.O.I.C. 
Port Sudan)

Red Sea 
Convoys

My 1226/21/1 and 1316/18/1. Consequent 
on reduction in Red Sea Escort Force intend to introduce following Red Sea 
convoy programme forthwith. (C. in C. , 
E.I., 0700Z/20 to S.N.O., Red Sea etc.) 
See Operations Volume.

PARRAMATTA B. S. F. 2.
Departure 0400Z/20 to join B.S.F. 2. 
(N.O.I.C.,Port Sudan 0922Z/20) Sailing telegram B.S.F. 2 (N.O.I.C., Port Sudan 0924Z/20)

Convoy 
B.N.F. 2.

Port Sudan portion arrived 20/2 EMPIRE 
ABILITY, BAARN. (N.O.i/c Port Sudan 
0923Z/20)

Convoy 
B.N. 16

Port Sudan portion arrived, ARENA, FORT 
LAMY. (N.O.I.C., Port Sudan 1737Z/20)

Convoy 
W.S.5 B

List. (S.T.O., Durban, 1905B/20, to D. 
of S.T.)

Merchant 
Ship Lights

My 1854/17/1 &nd your 0 6 5 8 /3 para 3, request information as to navigation lights 
being exhibited by merchant vessels in 
your command. (D.T.D., 1931/20 to C. in 
C., E.I.)

/Troop
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VARDAAS

D ’ARTAGNAN

Aviation 
Spirit at 
Hong Kong

Hong Kong
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FOREIGN STATIONS

20.1.1941.Thursday-

East Indies-Contd.
Your 0632/8. Suggestion appreciated 
hut owing to changed circumstances first 
employment of whatever vessel is re
leased will he voyage from Durban to 
Egypt with W.S. 6.
INDRAPOERA will not he withdrawn to U.K. 
until this voyage has been completed 
unless you can release her concurrently 
Presume NEURALIA will he ordered to 
proceed to India.
(D.S.T. , 2342/20 to P.S.T.O. Bombay)
Your 1 6 3 3/ 1 3 . Personnel Ships of 
W.S. 5 A. may he required at Durban for 
onward conveyance of personnel ex 
refrigerated ships in W.S. 6. Disposal 
of W.S. 5 B. ships will he signalled. 
(D.S.T. , 2351/20 to P.S.T.O. Egypt)

China
At Singapore. Request for information 
re distribution. (C. in C., China, 0209Z/20 
to Admty.)

Request permission Norwegian tanker 
VARDAAS now at Tarakan discharge Shanghai 
cargo at Singapore. (S.O.I., Singapore 
0255Z/20)

Your 1246/19. Fully concur in action 
taken by British Embassy Shanghai. Risk 
of immobilising of these ships at Shanghai 
under present conditions cannot be 
accepted. (C. in C. , China 0309Z/20 to Admty.)

Arrangements being made for A.P.C. to 
hold reserve of 500 tons aviationspirit. DTD 
224 in drums on ss^; Hong Kong Island 
for use by M. T. B ’s. (Admty., 1614/20)

Precautions (Hd. of M., 1751/20 to C. in 
C., China)
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loading petrol
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FOREIGN STATIONS

20.2.19^1.Thursday

America & West Indies
Intercepted air letter from Banque De 
L ’Afrique Occidentale Marseilles to 
M. Morin representative of Banque De 
L'Indo-Chine care of French American 
Banking Corporation New York states that 
best way of forwarding the gold would be 
by air to Algiers and Casablanca thence 
by sea and air to New York via Guadeloupe. 
(C. in C., A.W.I., 0953/20 to Admty.)

Following from C.S.A. San Francisco 
(Begins) - Japanese Tanker TOEI MARU 
arriving San Francisco late this week 
to load aviation base petrol. Petrol 
so urgently required that it is being 
loaded in dirty tanker normally carrying 
Bladd oil which is unprecedented. Known 
fact. (Ends) (N.S-H.Q. . Ottawa 1517/20 
to Capt. 0.S.Singapore)
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ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

DERNA Departed 18/2 for Genoa. (Barcelona 1237/ 
19)

METEOR Italian tanker, 1700 tons reported left 
Cagliari for Tripoli yesterday. Ship 
believed loaded with aviation spirit. 
(V.A.Malta 1435/20 to REGENT, URSULA)

PASUBIO Arrived Susak 19/2 from Trapani, Sicily. 
(Susak, T.H.I. 1930/19)

FRENCH MERCHANT SHIPS
SAINT DOMINGUE My 1801/19* Cancel words "endeavouring to detain". Reliable French source 

regraded A. 1. informs this ship’s mission solely to carry food to Cayenne by 
arrangement witji Port Para Company which 
is Government controlled. She expects 
to sail 21/2. (N.A. , Rio de Janeiro, 1235/20 to Admty.)

CHATEAUROUX (D.T.D. , 1939/20) See South Atlantic.



MOST SECRET

War Diary

BLACK OSPREY 
(Torpedoed l~8/2)

SIAMESE PRINCE 
rTorpedoed 17/2)

1630/18

Off Azores
16/2.

D/F Position
19/2

0930

Estimated
Dispositions

20.2.1941.Thursday
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

Ships Attacked
No trace of vessel found except much 
wreckage. Search has "been abandoned. 
(D.O.R., 20/2)
Your 1900/18 if nothing found proceed 
to Reykjavik to fuel. Report anticipated 
time you will be ready to leave Reykjavik. 
(C. in C. , W.A. , 1258/20 to MISTRAL)

Your 1349/20. From ARROW. Your 1035/19 
searched till dark nothing but wreckage 
seen. Met 4 ships of H.X. 107 intend 
to rejoin them off Butt of Lewis about 
noon, tomorrow. (C. in C., W.A., 2010/20 
to Admty.)

Submarines Reported
South Atlantic
22.56 S., 42.26 W. (N. A. Rio, 1801/20) 
See FOREIGN STATIONS, South Atlantic)

Report graded A. states Submarine 
sighted south Terceira Island Azores on 
16/2. (F.O.C.N.A. , 0446/20 to North 
Atlantic Station)

My 2302/19 for 2040/19 read 2140/19. 
(D.D.I.C. , 0357/20)

Following has been read from Lyness 
W/T. SSSS S A 1 Raider signal heard at 
0930 G.M.T. SSSS 59 R 53 N., /2r 13 west 
(SHAFTESBURY 1220/20)

German: 1 60 miles of 60° 30* N., 16° W 
1 in 58° 48’ N. , 18° 17' W. , at 2041/18 
may be moving West.

1 90 miles of 56° 30’ N., 22° 30’ W.
1 90 miles of 53° 30’ N., 18° W.,
1 30 miles of 51° 30' N., 20° W.,
1 approaching Lorient
1 60 miles of 43° 30’ N., 13° W., homeward 
bound.

Italian: Possibly one in Azores area re
reported South of Terceira 16th.
6 or 7 may be at sea. (D.D.I.C., 1243/20, 
F.O.(S) 1438/20 to SURCOUF, THUNDERBOLT)
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SITUATION REPORT, 
Home Commands.

In order to reduce danger of air attacks 
G.in C. Plymouth has issued to Officers 
concerned, in his command, routing orders 
which will reduce shipping at sea in the 
Channel to a minimum during daylight.

British Air Activity.

A Hudson of Coastal Command attacked a 
merchant vessel of about 4000 tons off 
Egersund today and secured two direct 
hits.
Most of the morning patrols in the North 
Sea were cancelled tod.ay, but the weather 
improved in the afternoon and enabled the 
patrols to be carried out. Convoys were 
escorted in the N.W. Approaches and Blenheims 
maintained a fighter patrol all day in the 
North Channel and Minches.

Enemy Air Activity.

Enemy air attacks are being carried out in 
bad weather on ships and ports on the East 
Coast with comparative immunity owing to 
the inability of our aircraft to take off 
to counter them. C.in C. Rosyth urges
that the enemy bases on the Coast of Norway 
should be bombed. A Blenheim is to patrol 
over Stavanger Aerodrome nightly from 23/2 
in order to endeavour to keep F.W.A/C from taking off during dark hours.

/Convoy
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SITUATIONS REPORT.
Enemy Air Activity. (Contd.)

Convoy 0.B.287 v/as attacked this morning 
for the third day in succession in the 
N.W.Approaches in 5 9 0  31’N . , 16© 30*W.,
S.S. SCOTTISH STANDARD, ST. ROSARIO and D.L. 
HARPER are reported to have been damaged, 
in the attacks today and yesterday. All 
attacks v/ere made on the flanks or stragglers 
by single aircraft appearing suddenly from 
clouds or snowstorms. The escort was 
quite unable to cover the entire convoy 
and WANDERER reports that continual escort 
(air) during daylight is essential if 
similar cases are to be avoided. It had 
been suggeBted that A.S.V. transmissions 
might assist enemy aircraft to find convoy, 
and these were stopped after the dawn attacks 
this morning with subsequent immunity.

Some damage v/as caused by attack on Chatham 
dockyard lastnight.
Two aircraft attacked oiler WAR PINDARI, 
tanker THORSHAVEN, and A/S Trawler LINCOLN 
CITY in Skaale Fiord, Faroes today. The 
A/S trawler was sunk, but the other two 
ships escaped damage. One enemy aircraft 
brought down by combined machine gun fire of 

fS LEICESTER CITY and the military. A/A
guns are being sent for defence.

It is reported that S.S. HILL yesterday 
evening damaged an enemy aircraft which 
attacked her off St. Ives.

Mining.

Minelaying enemy aircraft early this 
morning v/as suspected off the Lizard, Lands 
End, and in the Thames Estuary.

/mines
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SITUATION REPORT. 
Mining. (Contd.)

Mines were detonated in the Thames Estuary 
and off the Mumbles (Swansea).
The Tees was opened at 1600. Tyne remains 
closed until a sweeper fitted with S.A.gear 
is available.

Operations Against Vichy French.

S.S. FORT RICHEPANSE arrived at Gibraltar 
this afternoon, escorted by REGISTAN, 
has defects which will require 7 days to 
make good. S.S^^icHEPANSE and her cargo 
are to be seized in prize. Aircraft 
patrolled off Casablanqa to prevent 
interception of incomin|*RICHEPANSE.A

South Atlantic.

A German drifting mine in absolutely new 
condition has been destroyed ll£ rpiles S.S.W. 
of Dassen Island in the north part of Table 
Bay. A prohibited area has been established. 
A vessel was recently reported near the 
position.
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German 
Battle 
Cruiser 
attacks 
S* S.
CANADIAN
CRUISER.

SITUATION REPORT. 
Mediterranean.

6 Wellingtons attacked aerodromes in Sicily 
last night. 3 Bombs were dropped on 
Benghazi after dusk today.

V.A. Malta reports that operation M.C.8. 
(passage of troops and stores to Malta) 
was successfully completed at Malta (see

Force B (Cruisers and Destroyers) after 
disembarking troops this morning sailed 
this afternoon according to plan for 
Alexandria. Large numbers of German 
aircraft operated round Malta about 1130 
but no attacks developed on Force B.

East Indies.

S.S. CANADIAN CRUISER reported at 
1608Z today being chased by a battle 
cruiser in 6° 36’S., 47° 18’E, approx., 
midway between Zanzibar and Seychelles, 
though CANADIAN CRUISER may have reported 
her longitude incorrectly.
GLASGOW, EMERALD, CAPETOWN and HERMES are to 
form Force V to search for the raider, 
GLASGOW, which was in the neighbourhood of 
the raider went to investigate immediately. 
EMERALD is escorting Convoy W.S.5.B.X, which 
has been ordered into Mombasa. Convoy W.S. 
5.B, escorted by HAWKINS and AUSTRALIA is 
about 5Q miles to the Eastward of W.S.5.B.X, 
proceeding towards Aden. ENTERPRISE,
300 miles to the northward/is proceeding 
towards the area at 20 knots.
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SITUATION REPORT.
Bast Indies. (Contd.)

Naval 
Aircraft 
attack on 
Massawa.

A ob‘f<o(i-l \

A Oil /

7 Albacores from FORMIDABLE (Force K) 
carried out a dav/n attack on Massawa 
today. It is ho|>ed that 3 destroyers and 
possibly a submarine were hit. Over 35 
merchant ships were counted in the harbour.
R.A.F. operated against targets in the 
neighbourhood today.

America and West Indies.

It is reported that the Chilean 
authorities have given orders to prevent 
the German ships refuging in Chilean ports 
from sailing.
The Admiralty today replied to C.in C. A.W.I. 
1301/4, outlining their proposals for 
protection of New Zealand Air Force personnel 
between Auckland and Vancouver.
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HOME COMMANDS. 
Policy.

Enemy air attacks are being carried out in 
bad weather on ships and ports on this coast 
with comparative impunity owing to the 
inability of our aircraft to take off 
to counter them. It is undesirable that 
these attacks should be allowed to 
continue,
I would suggest again as in my 1749/12/11 
that heavy scale bombing should be carried 
out on enemy bases on the Norwegian coast.
It is realised that 18 Group of Coastal 
Command have neither suitable or sufficient 
aircraft for such bombing and it is for 
consideration that these attacks should be 
carried out by forces of the Bomber Command, 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1100/21).

Swedish ship GLIMMAREN sailed for Goteborg at 
1400 routed in accordance v/ith your 2255/20* 
Master instructed not to submit to German 
Contraband control during this voyage. 
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1402/21 to Admty).

A.T,1011/11/1, para.E cancel and 
substitute:
E. That the Western Patrol should be 
carried out by ten O.B.V's who will be 
administered by F.O.C.N.P. and based normally 
on the Clyde.
Operational control will be as follows: -
By F.O.C.N.P. Whilst outside the North 
Atlantic Station whether on passage or on 
patrol. F.O.C.N.P, in consultation with 
the Admiralty is to decide which areas are 
to be patrolled and the dates of commencing 
and leaving patrol.
Ey F.O.C.N.A. Whilst within the North Atlantic 
Station.
(A.C.N.S. T. 1823/21).
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Policy.

N.O.I.C. Faroes 1715/21. I v/ish to keep 
an oiler in Faroes but it will not be 
practicable if attacks continue. Can 
reoly be given to my 2327/7.
(C.in C. H.F. 2331/21).

Defence of United Kingdom.

At 1130/21. (D.C.1137/21).
At 2330/21. (D.C.2339/21).

Your 1834/21/1. There is little 
likelihood of a suitable vessel becoming 
available in near future.
(A.C.N.S. H. 1447/21 to V.A. Dover).

Reference attack on Faroes today intend 
sending four 2 pounder Vickers guns which 
have been released from Scapa by Bofors 
guns to Faroes, p.m. tomorrow.
(A.C.O.S. 2359/21).

Movements.

Intend sailing submarine H.43 at 
2100/22 v/ith convoy W.N.89 to Methil 
C.in C. Rosyth is requested to include 
her in first F.S. convoy for Southend 
after her arrival at Methil and C.in C. 
Nore to provide onward escort Southend to 
Sheerness.
(S.7. 1C59/21).
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Movements.

T.H.V. PATRICIA escorted "by A/S trawler 
SAPPHIRE sails at 0800/22 arriving Sunk 
Light Vessel at 0915, placing buoy, and 
leaving with L.V. in tow at 1230 for 
Harwich. E.T.A. 1400. Request fighter 
protection.
(F.O.I.C. Harv/ich, 1105/21).

S.A. Sweeper WARDOUR is to he sailed to make 
contact with VALOROUS and T.H.V. ALERT 
anchored in Q,Z.S. 181 off East Knock John 
Buoy Jj>y.^daylight tomorrow. WARDOUR is to 
sweeper these ships v/hile v/orking in Q.Z.S. 
159, anchor v/ith them on Saturday night 
and sv/eeping them hack to B.2. Buoy on 
Sunday, thence returning to Sheemess 
independently. Fighter escort has heen 
asked for on Saturday and fighter protection 
on Sunday.
(C.in c. Nore, 1128/21).

My 0931/20. Intend to sail OLYMPUS from 
Portsmouth unescorted 1700/22 via Needles 
Channel to R/V with 2 jbg5. 110° Berry Head 
3 miles at 0900/23. n.i's 
(S.5. 1130/21).

C.in C. S.A. 1341/29/1 and A dint y* s 2104/13/2* 
ARAWA will he ready to leave Clyde p,m./24. 
Request escort may he provided.
(F.O.C.N.P. 1150/21).

port of Blyth closed. Proceed to Methil 
until further orders.
(S.6. 1444/21 to STURGEON).
My 1444/21. Anchor v/ithin 2 cables of 
position 110° Methil fixed red light 18 
cables. proceed on main motor after passing 
May Island.
(S.6. 2314/21 to STURGEON).
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Movements, (Contd,)

NorthernPatrol, Trawler Lines tonight. 2 Trawlers, 
(A.C.O.S. 1504/21 and 1957/21),

CANTON
CHURCHILL
LEOPARD,

Sailed CANTON with CHURCHILL to R/V with 
LEOPARD in accordance with C.in C. W.A, 
1449/19/2 and F.O.C. N.P. 2100/20/2. 
(N.O.I.C, Greenock, 1800/21).

TAKU
TALISMAN,

Your 1803/15 part 1. Admty 1214/15 Capt: 
(S) 2 1008/21. TAKU, TALISMAN are to he 
routed as follows to Halifax.
(C.in C. W.A. 1805/21 and 1808/21).

A.M.C’s
for
Iceland,

My 1504/11. A.M.C's are expected to 
arrive Iceland as follows RANPURA 4/3 
AURANIA 8/3, MONTCLARE 14/3, ALAUNIA 18/3, 
RAJPUTANA, 24/3, LACONIA 28/3 March. 
(F.O.C.3rd B.S. 1813/21).

Submarines, Positions at 0800/22 and movements for 
following 24 hours.
(F.O.S. 1844/21).

PANDORA, Leaving Portsmouth 1830/21 for Gibraltar 
diving by day to position C routed as 
follows.
(S.5. 1900/21 to TIGRIS).S.5./1215/6D. PANDORA sailed. E.T.A. 340° 
Cape Spartel 12' 1600/27,(C.in C. Portsmouth 1903/21),

SKEENA
ST. LAURENT,

Capt: D Greenock’s 1305/16. Intend sailing 
SKEENA and ST. LAURENT to Halifax for refit 
p.m,/23.(C.in C. W.A. 1911/21).

JACKAL
KIPLING.

Sailed 1915.
(C.in C, Plymouth 2030/21).
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Operations.

Operations. ODOTAOLfl is cancelled for today Friday.
(C.in C. Plymouth, 0826/21 to H.Q.F.C.)

VESL&KARI. Report instructions given to VESIEKARI to
HONNINGSVAAG. Admty and C.in C. H.F. forthwith.
(Jan Mayen). (A.C.N.S. H. 1131/21 to F.O. Iceland).

Your 1131/21. Instructions VESLEKARI were 
given by Captain Ullring personally. She 
sailed in company with HONNI KGS'VAAG at 1620 
G.M.T./19 for North Coast of Iceland by 
West Coast route. When off entrance of 
Eyjafjord (066° 10'N. , 018° 30’W) VESUtXARI 
will be detached to proceed to Jan Mayen. 
Captain Ullring in HONNINGSVAAG proceed 
Apureyri to pick up remaining R.N.Expedition 
and then leave for Jan Mayen Island to 
R/V with VESLKKARI en route.
Time of sailing of HONNINGSVAAG from 
Apureyri will be reported.
(F.O. Iceland 1229/21 to Admty).

Opera t ionTxat+nj?, X • 499 21/2. "Tm.mf!EfcSBAaST. Reference FAG ^M 1. ’ Understood Captain
Ship has arranged following supply from own 
sources. Confirm.
(Air Ministry 1735/21 to R.A.F. EO Glasgow). 
Movement Order No*363. (Air Ministry E.ll 
1730/21).

LowestoftIOwn A/C
attac1678^ced

British Air Activity.
Following from Air Ministry begins: - 
’’Blenheim V. 54600 139 Squadron returning 
from Operational mission 1119/16 was engaged 
by heavy and light A.A. from ground defences. 
Aircraft was on Northerly course near 
Lowestoft. Tracer just missed.
IFF was on and Fighter Command had been warned 
on identification. Correct colour of day 
fired.
This is fourth occasion that friendly 
bombers have been engaged by A.A. guns in 
Lowestoft area since a Blenheim was shot 
down on 22/1. Request occurrence be 
investigated urgently and Air Ministry 
informed of result. Urge^ that all A.A.

/defences
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defences "be impressed of importance of 
strict fire discipline "based on full 
knowledge of rules for opening fire on 
aircraft and thorough training in aircraft 
recognition. Buds."
2. Request this matter may "be immediately 
and fully investigated and if it is found 
that naval units v/ere concerned that 
instant action may "be taken to ensure that 
the agreed rules for opening fire by 
ships in harbour are complied with. 
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1047/21 to C.in C. Nore).
A.245. 21/2.To avoid continuance of mistaken 
engagements of friendly aircraft in 
Lowestoft - Yarmouth area, Naval 
Authorities desire to establish local 
equivalent of A.G.O.R. Class C to which it is proposed plots and identification 
should be passed. Request you arrange 
representative to report F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 
at Naval Base Yarmouth at 1100/22/2 for 
conference to decide details v/ith Air 
Ministry Naval and local A.A. Command 
representatives.
(H.Q.F.C. 1550/21 to 12 Group).

Patrol now in operation. Also 3Blenheims on special patrols from Shetlands 
1200 to 1700 one from Out Skerries 045° to depth 90 miles, one from Watsness 2250 
to depth 70 miles, one from Sumburgh 1800 
to depth 80 miles.(C.in C. Rosyth, 1240/21).

One Whitley A/C from Wick to search for 
U/Boat in 60° 15*N., 6° 10’W. E.T.A. 1930/21 remaining about 4 hours if nothing 
located.(C.in C. Rosyth, 1756/21).

/Escort
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HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Activity. ( 0

Expect escort "by Sunderland aircraft 
throughout daylight/22. Second aircraft 
should relieve first aircraft about 1500. 
(C.in C. Rosyth, 2052/21 to RODNEY).

Enemy Air Activity.

Enemy aircraft bombing Convoy OtmSw in 590 31*N. , 16° 30’W.
(WANDERER 0925/21).
Convoy attacked by Heinkel. SCOTTISH STANDARD hit, badly damaged. MONTGOMERY 
standing by. Air escort essential. 
(WANDERER 0953/21).
Tanker SCOTTISH STANDARD engine room wrecked, on fire aft. Salvage considered 
possible if tug can reach her before 
after fuel tank gets alight. All pumps 
wrecked. Master and 40 men taken off, 
five in serious condition, three left 
dead. Position 059° 18’N. , 16° 12'W. at 
0830Z. Am standing by.(MONTGOMERY, 1330/21).Your 1330/21. Tugs cannot arrive in 
under 36 hours. Report immediately whether 
conditions make it worth while sending 
them.
(C.in C. W.A. 1816/21 to MONTGOMERY).
Detach NORTHERN SPRAY to R/V with tugs ST. OLAVES and THA.MES in 058° lO'N. , 006° 
OO'W. at 0800 tomorrow. She will be required to escort tugs proceeding to 
SCOTTISH STANDARD bombed in 059° 18’N.,
016° 12’W. 0930/21.
(C.in C. W.A. 1921/21 to MALCOLM).
SCOTTISH STANDARD unable to steam or steer. Conditions good. Heavy towing. Ship 
likely to remain afloat indefinitely.
Orders for MONTGOMERY requested. 
(MONTGOMERY, 1940/21).Casualties from air attack during 20/2 and
21/ 2.
ST. ROSARIO damaged by near miss and 
returning to harbour. D.L. HARPER similarly damaged and proceeding to Halifax for repairs along the same route as Commodore. SCOTTISH STANDARD direct hit aft. All attacks low altitude made on flanks or stragglers by single Heinkel appearing 
suddenly from clouds or snowstorms. Escort 
quite unable to cover whole convoy consider 
continual air escort during daylight 
essential if similar cases are to be

/avoided
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avoided. It has "been suggested that 
A.S.V. transmission may assist aircraft 
to find convoy and these were stopped 
after dawn attacks this morning with 
subsequent immunity.
(WANDERER 1945/21).
Your 1940/21. Stand by SCOTTISH STANDARD 
until arrival of tugs ST. OLAVES and 
THAMES sailing from Stornoway daylight 
22nd escorted by NORTHERN SPRAY.
(C.in C. W.A. 2231/21 to MONTGOMERY).

My 1105/18. N.O.I.C. Lerwick now 
reports that the tv/o so-called bombs droppec 
on Bressay near A.A. Battery were in fact 
tv/o auxiliary petrol tanks. R.A.F. are 
investigating fragments and a sample of 
the fuel contents.
(A.C.O.S. 1046/21).

My 1650/17/2. Recovery of oil fuel 
progressing satisfactorily. Estimate 
probable 2500 tons recoverable at decreasing 
rate.
(F.O.I.C. Invergordon 1107/21).

Air raid imminent, on Odd numbered W.N. 
convoy.
(Lyness W/T 1200/21).
Fichter escort despatched to assist. 
(Lyness W/T 1203/21).

(British 1281 tons). Arrived Stornoway 
a.m. 21st. Reports attack by aircraft 80 
miles 308° Butt of Lewis at 1145/20. 4
casualties landed. Ship undamaged. 
(N.O.I.C. Stornoway, 1301/21).

During night 20/21. Bombs v/ere dropped 
as follows in ChathamAreaj- 
(S.C.E. Chatham, 1540/21).
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Report for night 20/21.
Damage at Dockyard by Air Raid. 
(C.in C. Nore, 2120/21).

Your 1311/19. Further to my 1547/20. 
Killed 5th Engineer and 2 Chinese Ratings. 
Injured 3rd Officer and 3 Chinese Ratings, 
(D.T.D. 1659/21).

My 1533 to A.C.O.S. only. Bombing attack 
by two aircraft presumed Heinkel 111. 
Targets were oiler WAR PINDARI in Skaale 
Fiord undamaged, oil tanker THORSHAVEN 
undamaged, and LINCOLN CITY sunk. 
Approximately 8 ratings and no officers 
lost.
One enemy aircraft/brought down by combined 
machine gun fire o^E&ICESTER CITY and 
military. 4 Prisoners taken.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 1715/21 to A.C.O.S.)

At 1930/20 attacked by enemy aircraft. 
Engaged enemy and damaged tail of machine. 
Position 9 miles N.W. by W. from St. Ives, 
(N.O.I.C. Barry, 1736/21).

Mining,

Intend leaving Milford Haven 1700 today 
for operation Z.M.E. 19, to lay at 2230, 
returning on completion about 0315/22. 
(PLOVER 1018/21}.
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To : 'A 1 Me3sage Home 125 AZ

SECRET MESSAGE. 1312/21 at l a b .

DATE: 21.2,1+1.

OUT.

NAVAL CYPHER ( A . o n e ) .
PERMANENT.

1. In  the event o f  Invasion QZY and QZ.S messages w i l l  cease. 
This w i l l  be ind ica ted  by the Admiralty in a genera l Message, 
(Home) "NO QUIZ" made in  p la in  language.

2. Prom the time o f  r e c e ip t  o f  this message reports  o f  mines 
are to be made from ships at sea by w/T in v  p la in  
language as f o l l o w s : -

A. By any Warship cu t t in g  a mine with th e ir  sweep _i
®r paravane -  SWEEPER.

B. By any-warship s t r ik in g  a moored mine -  BURSTER.
C« By any Warship observing the dropping o f

Parachute mines -  PARA.
D. By any Warship a c tu a l ly  mined by a ground

mine. •• _ • SITTER,

3. Ground mines exploded at a distance are NOT to  re 
r e p o ite d .

U. These words a r e ' t o  b e 'fo l lo w e d  by a p o s i t io n  in l a t .  and 
long , and time oT o r ig in  (and p re f ix e d  IMMEDIATE). I f  made 
on a Port Wave these, messages are to be passed by Port 
a u th o r i t ie s  to  the Adm ira lty .i. *
5. The Adm iralty  'w i l l  promulgate such o f  the above messages 
which they cons ider 'necessary in the same form as r e c e iv e d .  
Each category A, B, C piid D. being" g iven ! th e ir  own '• 
s e r ia l  number: -

Example; No, 5 BURSTER 51+05 N 0020 E. 11+35.

6. These messages w i l l  be made on B.N. and H.D. lo c a l  
a u th o r it ie s  being respons ib le  fo r  re-broadcast on th e ir  
Port waves i f  considered necessary,.

7. In add ition^Adm ira lty  may promulgate the emergency 
la y in g  o f  own mines dangerous to surface c r a f t  by the code 
word CRACKER, fo l low ed  by the p o s it ion  using le t t e r e d  
co -ord ina tes  or p la in  language at o r ig in a to r 's  d is c r e t io n .

Example: No. 3 CRACKER 2 miles o f  50 01 N 01+ 10 W 1027.

8. To promulgate a c le a r  water passage in a mined a rea , th is  
in form ation  w i l l  be trane.-n.l tt.e.l as a fu r th e r  message using 
in d lo o t in g  ward TttAVEL.

* * .  ** Example.
h i4
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BORDE,
queenJvorth
CORBRAE

Are to operate as part of the Sheerness 
minesv/eeping force.

CORFIELD. It is not considered that vessels of this 
size should normally operate at night in the Estuary. Their sweeping should 
therefore usually he done hy day.
Fighter cover being asked for.
It is desirable that v/hen practicable 
these vessels should not operate in 
depths of less than eight fathoms.
Vessels are to fly mark VI balloons when operating.
(C.in C. Nore 1032/21).

Tyne. Port v/ill have to remain closed till 
sv/eeper fitted v/ith S.A. Gear A Type 
Mark 2 is ready for service. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1033/21).

Thames
Estuary.

One red mine detonated by L.L. Tray/lers 
at 2140/20 in 143° B.5 buoy 3 cables. (Capt: M/S Sheerness 1120/21).

MineMessages 
in case of Invasion.

Code y/ords and instructions. 
(V.C.N.S. 1312/21).See Oummarioo Folder. Cefaj

Mine detonated by S.A.Gear at 1215/21 in 
249° Knob Eell Buoy 8 cables.
(Capt: M/S Sheerness 1530/21).

i

PELICAN XMined 19/2).
Sheerness departure 1405. PELICAN in 
tow of tugs SUN and FOREMOST 22 for Blackv/all.
(Cmdre, Sheerness 1422/21).
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My 1645/16. Port of Tees opened. 
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool, 1600/21).
My 1427/21. Tees now open.
(C.in C. Rosyth 1911/21 to WALLACE, 
PYTCHLEY).

Port of Aberdeen will be closed between 
0600 and 1200 on the 22nd during special 
search by S/A trawler.
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1736/21).

One red mine detonated by S.A. Gear at 
1430/21 in 116° 2.45 miles from Mumbles 
Light House.
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1740/21).
At 0945/21. One Mine detonated by S.A. 
Gear in 132° 1.5 miles from Mumbles 
Lighthouse.
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1750/21).
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence.
MARIE 
LEONHARDT.

HARVESTER’s 1930/20 is passed to you 
for information. Port Patric Radio 
and Maiin Head Radio report that they 
did not intercept this transmission. 
(C. in C. W.A. 0025/21.)

barn Hal HIPPER-na— r
[CruiserJ 
1 at Brest.

»

Preliminary report of photogra^ij.c., 
reconnaissance 21/2/41 shows theAHlPPER 5 
claw cruiser) is dry dock at Brest.
The dock is dry. (D.D.I.C. 1438/21, and 
1654/21.) (St. Eval 1445/21, to H.Q.C.C)

Miscellaneous.
Icefield. Between (a)o066° 15’ N. 031° 20’ W, 

and (b) 066 40' N,027° 10' W. Details. 
(’WORCESTERSHIRE 1101/20.)

Object 
off Mull.

(1

S/S EMPIRE FUSILIER reports 1400/20 
object on surface in 56° 15’ N. 06 07' W, approx. Suggested may be aircraft 
sinking as smoke was observed on sur
face afterwards. R.A.F.made recon
naissance at 1545/20 and reported 
sighting large patch of fresh oil in 
position 56° 13' N, 06° 20’ W. NOTTS 
COUNTY despatched to investigate and 
reported no trace of anything either 
surmerged or floating in area 6 miles 
E.S. and S.W. of position.
(N.O.I.C. Oban 1300/21.)



700
MOST SECRET

War Diary

General
ORDUNA

Route for
Petsamo-bound
ships.

Shipping in 
Channel

2 1 . 2 . 191+1 .Friday
HOME COMJ.LANDS 

Shipping & Convoys

(With Willingdon Mission) BRIGHTON and 
LANCASTER left 1i+00/21 for R.V. (TRELAWNEY, 11+01/21)
(1) In consequence of Petsamo - hound vessels 
being constantly intercepted by German 
patrols and taken into Vardo certain 
masters have suggested a route taking
them further to northward in order 
eventually to make a land - fall further 
East without the chance of German inter
ception,
(2) In view of new mined area described 
in my 1117/15 to D.N.I. and nature of 
Arctic Coast do you contemplate any 
change of route.
(N.A.Stockholm 1736/21 to Admty.)

To reduce danger of air attacks, 
shipping at sea in Channel is to be re
duced to a minimum during daylight.
2. Ships are to be routed to arrive at 
following points at sunrise. Destination 
Plymouth - 180 Rame Head 2 point 2 miles 
Destination Falmouth or Dartmouth - Outer

* end of swept channel.
3. Ships are to be sailed from these 
points half an hour after sunset.
1+. Eastbound ships are not to pass Lands 
End before dark, and are to be routed to 
Falmouth unless they can reach Plymouth 
or Dartmouth in accordance with para 2. 
Westbound ships are to be routed to Falmouth 
unless they can pass Lands End before 
sunrise.
5. Ships between Plymouth and Falmouth 
routed by inner channel may proceed in 
Daylight.
6. C. in C. , W.A. 121+8/14/ 1 2/1+0 is cancelled. 
(C. in C., Plymouth 1836/21)

/Coastal Convoys...
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HOME COMMANDS.

21.2.191+1.
Friday,

Ship-ping & Convoys.

Coastal Convoys,

E.N. 75. 0630/21. Escorts. 11+ ships (N.C.S.O.
Methil 0650/21) List (1121+/21, 1700/21) 
LACENNIA M/S trawler did not sail (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1255/21) off Buchan Ness (STELLA 
CAPELLA 2550/21).

E.N.(0)l lb.

—  ̂F.N.

E.N.U. 7b.

E.T.A. (CAPE MARIATO, 0800/21).

NAUTILUS sailed to Humber (N.C.S.O. Thames 
0830/21) Humber ships arrived (N.C.S.O. 
Hmmber 1040/21) Arrived (N.C.S.O. Methil, 
111+8/21, C. in C. Rosyth 2j>l+0/2l).

Arrived 0800/21, 5 ships (N.C.S.O. Aultbea,
1025/21).

W.N.U. 88. 2300/21, unescorted, 3 ships. All with 
kites N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1026/21, 231+5/21).

F.S. b~ * Non-arrivals (N.C.S.O. Humber 1038/21).

F.S. >7. b-i'l Position, 13 ships for London (N.C.S.O.
Thames, 1100/21) Arrived except 2 ships 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1829/21, 2131+/21).

F.N. T 2 A . 4 ^ a 0830/21. 1+5 ships (N.C.S.O. Thames 1101/21)
Escorts and time. (C. in C. Nore 1200/21) 
List and destinations (N.C.S.O. Thames 
1324/21).
All ships in F.N. 12A bound north of Humber 
except those for Methil should be diverted 
to Humber.
(C. in C. Rosyth 11+27/21).
328. Your 1710/21. See my 11+27/21 and 
my 1911/21. No northbound ships except 
those bound for Tees can be accepted 
in F.N. 12A.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1919/21 to N.C.S.O. Humber). 
Note. Both these last 2 messages were 
cancelled by C. in C. Rosyth 2223/21.
Ships joining (N.C.S.O. Humber 1710/21)
Cancel my 11+27/21 and my 1919 21st neither 
to all addressees. Following will join 
F.N. No. 12A from Humber 5 for Tyne and 1 
for Blyth which should be diverted to Tees 
1+ for Tees 8 for Methil. Ships already
in convoy for Seaham and Sunderland should 
be Tynemouth to Tees and those for Tyne and 
Blyth should be diverted to Humber.
(C. in C. Rosyth 2225/21).
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Coastal Convoys, 
(contd).

F.N. 11+, if. iif.

P • S . 1 7A• lit y A

E.N. 76.
W.N. 89.

E.N. 73.

Various
M.V's.

W.N. 88 (0)

W.N. 87.

P. S..£,19,420. 

"Warrant"

P.S, P.N.

HOME COMMANDS.

21.2.194-1. 
Friday,

Shipping & Convoys.

Sails Southend 08^0/22. (C. in C. Nore 
1200/21) Code "Prize" (C. in C. Rosyth 
1547/21).

Due Flamborough 0330/22 (C. in C. Nore
1200/21) List of ships & destinations 
(P.O.I.C. Tyne 1559/21) Sailed from Methil 
2300/20. (P.O.I.C. Tyne 1602/21) Ships 
joining (N.C.S.O. Humber 1712/21 C. in C. 
Rosyth 1921/21).

Act as additional A/A escort to E.N. 76 
with HORNPIPE, PENTLAND PIRTH,sailing 1630/23. 
After passing Dunnet Head proceed to Scape. 
A.C.O.S. is requested to sail FOWEY to 
join W.N. 89 with HUGH WALPOLE, INDIAN 
STAR due Duncansbyl(,H&ad 1300/25. Code 
word for E.N. 76 fcMsS: and for W.N. 89

(C. in C. Rosyth 1810/21 to FOWEY).

Arrivals (N.C.S.O. Oban 1058/21).

Escorted and independent (C. in C. Plymouth 
1353/21).

Sailed Escort NOTTS COUNTY, SOUTHERN STAR, 
5 ships (N.C.S.O. Oban 1517/21).

E.T.A. Kinnaird Hd. Please arrange light. 
(ULLSWATER 1550/21 to C. in C. Rosyth).

Escorts (C. in C. Rosyth 1745/17 1624/21).

Sailed less one ship. (N.C.S.O. Dartmouth 
1637/21).

Forecast of sailings and escorts (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1650/21, P.O.I.C. Harwich no T.0.0. 
Rec. 2002/21).

/W.N.U 87
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Coastal Convoys. 
(contd).

W.N.U. 87.

3 M.V’s.

Ocean Convoys.

Revised scheme 
of convoy 
sailings.

S.L. 64.

0*B. 289.

O.B.C. 289.

O.B.C. 290. 

S.L. 65.

21.2.191+1.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Ship-ping & Convoys.

Sailed with one addition (N.C.S.O. Falmouth 
1747/21).

Sailing 1830/22 (N.C.S.O. Dartmouth 
2104/21 amended 1853/22).

Your 1917/20 the wastefulness in local 
escorts of the time table in A.M. 0054/20 
is fully appreciated. A revised scheme 
for future convoy sailings is being prepared 
not only to obviate this but also to* 
produce a more steady flow of shipping 
in and out of U.K. Ports.
Proposals will be forwarded for your 
remarks as soon as possible.
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1558/21 to C. in C. W.A).

P.L.M. 17 arrived (N.C.S.O. Belfast 0905/21). 
Following ships not present. (C. in C. W.A. 
0008/21) Following arrived (N.C.S.O. Oban 1215/21).

0650/21. Unescorted, 1 ship. (N.C.S.O. 
Belfast 0915/21).

0j>j>0/21, 10 ships, escort MALLOW (N.C.S.O. 
Clyde 0^55/21) List of ships & destinations 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde IOI5/24 ships which did
not sail (N.C.S.O. Clyde 1020/21).

2050/21, 21 ships, escort not known. 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde 0955/21).

CAVINA to join (F.O.C.N.P. 1050/21).

/H.X. 110



MOST SEGR3T.

War Diary.

Ocean Convoys, 
(contd).

H.X. 110.

S.G. 23.

O.G. 53*

O.B. 288.

H.X. 111.

S.G. 22.

H.X. 109

O.B. 295.

MILITARY CONVOYS. 

STRATHNAVER.

W.S. 6.
W.S.6.B.

704

HOME COMMANDS.

21.2.192+1.
Friday,

Shipnin,? & Convoys.

STAD HAARLEM returned for repairs, EMPIRE 
METEOR returned unable to maintain convoy 
speed (N.G.S.O. Halifax N.S. 1101/21).

brave coeur
BRAVE GOER returned due to weather 
(N.G.S.O. Halifax N.S. 1101/21).

SCIMITAR rejoins (C. in C + W.A. 11+03/21).

EMPIRE STEELHEAD returned with engine 
trouble (N.C.S.^. Aultbea 1603/21).

AURANIA to be ocean escort. Arrangements. 
(B.S. 3 161+5/21).

Meet (C. in G. W.A. 1718/21 to GEORGETOWN 
etc).

Sailing tel. as amended by Adty (D.T.D. 
1820/21).

My 19H+/20. 12th Escort group sailing 
with O.B. 295 has no convoy to meet. 
(G. in G. W.A. 1916/21).

My 0116/17._ Sailing date of STRATHNAVER 
now 2nd or j>rd March.
2. Embarkation will take place on 1.3.
3. Numbers to embark now as follows.
(D. of S.T. 2017/21).

List of ships and contents. (D.O.D.(F) 
1339/21}.
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CLARE.
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CAMELIA.
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.
* rs

21.2.1941.
Friday.

II

Have "been in collision with motor vessel 
PETERTOWN in 50° 47’ N. 04° 50’W. who 
is proceeding undamaged. CLARE has suffered 
structural damage above water line and 
degaussing is broken. Am returning to 
Plymouth pending further instructions.
(CLARE 0245/21).
Your 0428/21. E.T.A. 1600, Request 
Fighter escort.
(CLARE 1550/21 to C. in C. Plymouth).

Arrived. W/T broken down. Requires 
Marconi wireless engineer.
(Holyhead 0930/21).

Returned from B.H.X. 107 for repairs to 
steering engine.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax 0934/21).

Ex E.N. 75 delayed with engine trouble 
will not sail in O.B. 289. Ship's staff 
can repair in 48 hours and ship will 
sail in next convoy.
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea 1128/21).

JESSMORE has sunk. I 
fuel with 40 survivors 
(SCIMITAR 1150/21).

am returning.forA

My 1028/21. F.L. pump of starboard 
dynamo engine failed during trials, 
new pump has to be obtained and fitted. 
Approx, time required 5 days.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1153/21).

(Greek, 4586 Tons) Attempts to float 
HADIOTIS aground Leixoes have so far 
failed. Position serious but not hopeless. 
Request Ministry of Shipping may be 
informed.
(N.C.S.O. Lisbon 1202/21).

Corvette) Arrived with defective D.G. 
F.O.I.C. Greenock 1205/21).

/CORBIS
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS, (contd).
Returned from BHX 109 for repairs to 
windlass.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax 1211/20).

(A/S Trawler) Arrived with engine room 
defects. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 1520/21).

Bound Blyth in "ballast. Lost propeller 
at 1530 and is anchored 20 S. "buoy. 
(C0TSW0LD 1545/21).

Wreck showing mast above high water reported in 
053 06’ 30” N. 001° 18’ 04"E.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1633/21 to VERSATILE etc). 
(Hydrographer 1841/21).

Investigating presumed wreckage of 
submarine 303°. Cape Wrath 180 miles.
(NORTHERN CHIEF 1925/21).
Your 2045. Do not sink pending further orders. Stand by till daylight.
(S.O. Trawlers, N.P. 2140/21 to NORTHERN 
CHIEF).
Object remaining afloat. Your 2140 understood 
(NORTHERN CHIEF 2220/21 to S.O.N.P, Trawlers) 
My 2140/21. Make close examination in 
daylight and report area(s). Await 
further instructions.
(S.O. N.P.T. 2234/21 to NORTHERN CHIEF).
My 1925/21. Consider U-Boat bottom up. 
Endeavouring to sink by gunfire. My 
position is 060° 14'N. 009° 57'W. Standing 
by until daylight. Do you concur.
(NORTHERN CHIEF 2045/21 to S.O.N.P. Trawlers)
Object hit with 4 H.E. Shells. Still 
floating. Request instructions.
(NORTHERN CHIEF 2145/21).
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21.2.1941.
F r id a y .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operations Aga inst Vichy French.

G ib r a l t a r  a r r i v a l  2 l/2 ,  1640 REGISTAN 
e sc o r t in g  French. S .S .  FORT RICREPa NSE. 
( S . O . I . ,  G ib . ,  1704/21).
REGISTAN 1230/18/2. French RICHEPANSE 
from Martineaux to Casablanca cargo 1100 
tons bananas which nave been on board  
18 days . 83 passengers in c lu d in g  women 
and c h i ld re n .  43 crew, l a t t e r  appear  
c h ie f ly  V ichy . (C .G .S .0 .  G ib . 1915/21 to  
Admty. ) .

North A t lan t ic -.

Overdue sh ipp ing . Norwegian FENRIS due 
Capetown 17/2 from Basra not a r r iv e d .
(S .0£ lf) Capetown, 1001/21).

B r i t i s h  Ship LORNASTON 8 knots and 
Norwegian BUR knots now at Ponta Delgada  
ready to  s a i l  22/ 2 . Request in s t ru c t io n s  
whether to be s a i l e d  independently  having  
rega rd  to  route  o f S .L .6 5 .
(F .O .C .N .A .  1012/21 to  Adm ty .).

My 1606/17. Intend s a i l i n g  MIRROR p.m./21 
to  ca rry  out fo u r  r e p a i r s  to cab le  near  
G ib r a l t a r .  (F .O .C .N .A .  1058/21, to Adm ty.).

(i.crp^5.(. U lo fX l)

TUNA w ith  convoy H.G.54.
(F .O .C .N .A . 1156/21).

My 1924/11. D e t a i l s  of d e fe c t s .
Request RENOWN may be docked f o r  temporary  
r e p a i r s  on a r r i v a l .  Estimated time 4 days.  
(S .0 .  Force H 1229/21, to  F .O .C .N .A . ) .

Lying o f f  Ponta Delgada aw a it in g  vacant 
be rth  in s id e  ha rbou r .
(N .C .S .0 .  Ponta Delgada 1528/21 to  Adm ty .).

/  A i r  Report
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Air Report.

DAGMAR I

Ships of 
S.L.S.64.

RUBENS

Enemy Units.

m os t s e c r e t .
■

21.2*1941.
Eriday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.—

North Atlantic. (Contd.)

One patrol off Casablanca to prevent 
interception of incoming captured French 
ships. London K5263 - force landed 1715/20 
and sank 0100/21 after being four hours in 
tow by destroyer. Crew safe.
(200 Group, 1700/21).

Your 1152/11. Have you any news of 
DAGMAR I ? (D.T.D. 1824/21 to F.O.C.N.A.).
(Refers to air attack on H.G.53 on 9/2).

Your 1917/19, can you advise probable delay 
in providing lifeboats. If considerable 
other arrangements will require to be 
considered.
(D.T.D., 1940/21, to Consul, Funchal).
Your 1917/19. Try secure small craft as 
lifeboats. Ministry will pay alternative 
rafts. Avoidance delay first consideration. 
(D. of S.T. 2125/21 to N.C.S.0. Funchal).

H.M. Trawler RUBENS did not arrive Gibraltar 
with 0.G.52. Request her wireless call sign. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2005/21 to Admty.).
Your 2005/21 Signal letters of RUBENS are 
GQWQ. (D.S.O. 2216/21 to F.O.C.N.A.).

South Atlantic.

Signals indicated enemy surface units 
assembling 200 miles 031° S. 011° (? W.) 
at 1727/20 reliability 80$.
(G.in C. S.A., 0105/21, to S.A. Squadron.). 
Your 0105/21. Adty. experience suggests 
that signal at 1727/20 G.M.T. was in the 
nature of an activity report and was 
intended primarily for reception by control. 
It does not appear to have been inter
communication or of an operational nature. 
(D.D.I.G. 1252/21 to C.in G. S.A.).

/ CORNWALL.
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Friday.

FOREIGN 3TATIONS.

South Atlantic. (Contd.)

My 1450Z/11. Will be ready to sail 
P.M./28 on completion of exercise programme 
and embarking fuel and ammunition. Request 
route. (F.O.I.C. Simonstown 0743Z/21, to 
C .in C. S.A.).
Your 1430/11, provided no unforeseen 
circumstances arise two days can be allowed, 
(exercise programme).
(C.in G. S.A. , 2053N/21, to N.O.I.G. 
Simonstown).

Local escort sails' to rendezvous as follows, 
FORESIGHT (Gapt. (D)8) and FORESTER in 
position 017° 20‘ N. 027° 45* W. at 0800 N./25. 
MILFORD in position 013° 40* N. 026a 30’ W. 
at 1000/26, WISHART,VIDETTE in position 
012° 20' N. 023° 15' W. at 0800/27.
(C.in G. S.A., 1213/21 to MALAYA, BIRMINGHAM, 
PHOEBE, SURPRISE).

Broke away from S.L.64 and arrived 4 days 
before remainder of convoy. Master states 
could not keep up. Request reasons for 
sailing HAKLA in fast portion and Master's 
declared speed. Last sailing from Freetown 
was in SLS.53.
(D.T.D. 1559/21 to N.C.S.O. Freetown).

My 23 05/16 and 1640/17 and S.0.(I)'s 1720/20 
a drifting mine has now been destroyed by 
3.D.G. in 240° llg- miles from Dassen Island 
Lighthouse. Mine German Type X painted pale 
red lead in absolutely new condition no 
barnacles. No explosion on being sunk. 
Prohibited area being established though D. of 
S.D. is inclined to think this mine has come 
from the south on the strong northerly set 
I find it difficult to disassociate it from 
the vessel reported near the position. 
(F.O.I.G. Simonstown 1215/21).

/ S.L. and S.L.S. 
Convoys, escort.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. (Contd.)

S.L. and Arrangements made for two local escorts to
S.L.S. Convoys,meet combined S.L. and S.L.S. convoys.
escort•

l»
STRATHALLAN,n — ftQ ” report,

Future convoys should be so arranged that 
faster ships can part company as a formed 
body when ocean escort leaves. Commodores 
of Convoy S.L.65 and S.L.66 are being 
instructed through ocean escorts to reform 
their convoys at sea accordingly.
(D.T.D. 1605/21 to C.in C. S.A.).

Request Master of STRATHALLAN may be asked 
whether his ship was near position 19° 40' N. 
18° 25’ W. at 0740Z on 16/2. Dutch ship 
FRIESLAND has reported suspicious ship there 
at time in question and description might 
fit STRATHALLAN.
(C.in C. S.A., 1801/21, to F.O.I.C. Greenock)

Enemy Unit D/F Bearings at 1717Z/21 indicate surface 
unit within 80 miles of 832° S 008° W. 
Reliability 60$, within 200 miles 
reliability 85$.
(C.in C. S.A., 1959/21, to S.A. Sqdn.).

> CHRISTIAN
HUYGENS.

DORSETSHIRE.
My 2307/19 F.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1237/21 and 
N.O.I.C. Durban 1045/20. If CHRISTIAN 
HUYGENS docks Durban she will not arrive 
Capetown until about 14/3. DORSETSHIRE will 
now arrive Simonstown 25/2.
(C.in C. S.A., 2055/21, to Admty.).

Troop Your 1233/17 and F.O.C.N.A. 1010/19.
Movements. EMPIRE TROOPER may be available. DOMINION

MONARCH must not be used. Proposals for 
French Brigade, and reallocation of troops. 
(S.S.T., 2259/21 to C.in C. S.A.).
See Operations Volume. £e*. /<?0.
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F OREIG-N STATI OKS.

Mediterranean.

Four Wellingtons attacked Catania and two 
attacked Coxniso Aerodromes last night. 
(H.Q. R.A.F., M.E. 0745/21 K.O.I.C. Malta, 
1115/21 to C.in C. Med.)

1. Egypt. 20/2. Number of unidentified
enemy aircraft bombed and machine gunned 
Benghasi at dawn slightly damaging main 
road south of town. No casualties.
A.A. defences destroyed 1 in flames.

R.A.F., M.E. 1126/21, to Air Min.).

Admty. 1332/50/1. Lieut. Reid has made 
his report.
Consider repairs would be expedited if he 
proceeds to refitting Port.
(C.in C. Med., 1139/21, to Admty.).

My 2021/20. In para 1 for "in a 162° 
direction to Benghazi" read "in a 169° 
direction to Benghazi".
(Head of M. 1240/21 to C.in C. Med., etc.).

Operation M.C.8 successfully completed at 
Malta. Force B sailed in accordance with 
V.A.L.F's 1207/21. Large number of M.E.109 
operating round Island about 1130 and one 
other enemy aircraft crossed later, all 
at high altitude. This and some cloud cover 
quite possibly prevented cruiser from being 
observed. (N.A., Malta, 2111/21 to C.in C. 
Med.).

Re sinking (C.in C. Med. 2215/21) See 
ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
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East Indies.

Examination of prisoners Mombasa and 
Materiel at Kismayu produces following
(i) Enemy Intelligence in Somaliland 
excellent. Kismayu evacuated in 2 panic 
stages. First coincided with (corrupt 
group) initiation of "Breach". Second 
with arrival H.M. Ships and three service 
conference at Mombasa 10/2.
(ii) Inevitable conclusion enemy terrified 
of sea and air bombardment especially of 
aircraft carriers.
( S . O m  Kilindini, 0620Z/21, to Admty.).

Capt. O.S. Singapore 0723/19. Ship 
sailed from Bahrein 14/2 with following 
cargo for Beira and/or Lourenco Marques 
(S.0[l) Bahrein, 0717Z/21, to C.in C. E.I.).

Reported fire No. 3 Hold at at 1020Z/12 
later spreading to Number 2. Arrived 
Port Sudan 14/2 where fire extinguished.
Not possible to determine whether fire 
due to spontaneous combustion or sabotage. 
(S.N.O. Red Sea, 0842Z/21.).

Sailing telegram.
(N.O.I.C. Port Sudan 0851Z/21).

Dive bomb attack on Massawa dawn 21/2 
by 7 Albacore. Two attacked destroyers 
in Southern Anchorage one probably hit, 
one observed near miss. Four aircraft 
attacked destroyers main quay, reasonable 
chance of hits two destroyers. One 
aircraft bombed submarine in Northern 
Anchorage from one thousand feet better 
reasonable chance of hits. All aircraft 
returned. One aircraft reports over 
30 Merchant ships in Southern Anchorage 
and five including two twin passenger 
ships in Ghubbet Soghra.
(S.O. Force K 0918Z/21, to G.in G. E.I.).

/ Ships at Kismayu
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FOREIGN STATIONS. ■

East Indies. (Contd.)

Ships at My 0528/20. Ship still afloat is
Kismayu. Jugo Slav DURMITOR believed to have been

brought in by German prize crew.
MARGHERA and CARSO scuttled but other 
scuttled ship not yet identified."(7Nr<f<f*i'rAs 
(C.in C. E.I. 1148Z/21). tx j± )

CANADIAN
CRUISER

raider report. 
Dispositions.

'j'rq

Force V. 
fvic>m<n |h 2,

KANDAHa R

SHROPSHIRE

British CANADIAN CRUISER (7178 tons) in 
006° 36’ S. 047° 18* E. at 1608Z/21 made 
an R distress signal and reported being 
chased by Battle Cruiser.
Following is position H.M. Ships in 
vicinity at 1600Z/21 (a) Convoy W.S.5B in 
position 004° S. 043° 05’Eescorted by 
HAWKINS and AUSTRALIA. Speed 13 knots (b) 
GLASGOW in the vicinity reports investigating.
(c) ENTERPRISE in position 001° 30» S.
042° 40 '£ proceeding towards area at 20 knots
(d) Convoy W.S.5.B.X. in position 004° 30’ S.
042 10'£ escorted by EMERALD. Speed about
12 knots bound for vicinity of Mombasa. 
CANADIAN CRUISER is due during the night 
Durban 26/2 routed through 003° S. 047° 
speed 10 knots. She may have reported her 
longitude incorrectly.
(C.in C. E.I. 1746Z/21 to E.I. Sqdn.).
My 1746/21. GLASGOW, EMERALD, HERMES and 
CAPETOY/N are to form F'orce V. Ships will be 
ordered by me to search for raider reported 
in my 1746/21.
EMERALD is to report on arrival Mombasa when 
she will be ready for sea.
KANDAHAR is to rendezvous with W.S.5 B.X. in 
accordance with my 0800/19 and escort it 
into harbour.
(v) SHROPSHIRE is to act in accordance with 
her 1306/21 (C.in C. East Indies only) 
reporting when bombardment is completed.
(C.in C. E.I., 2102Z/21, to E.I. Sqdn.).

Operation 
"Canvas".

Situation and programme. (C.in C. E.I., 
2142Z/21) See Operations Volume.

U.S.10. Summary of commitments. (D.S.T., 230C/21 
to P.S.T.O. Bombay) See Operations Volume.

Eassawa. 20/2. 4 South African Hurricanes machine
gunned (Massawa?) Aerodrome.

R.A.F., M.E., No T.0.0./21).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

China.

Your 0209/20. Reply. (1 S.L., 0209/21) 
See Operations Volume.

Reinforce 3 Valentias 31 Squadron arrived 
Kallang 0505 G.M.T.
(A.H.Q., Far East 1150/21).

Your 0427Z/15. Following from Foreign Office. 
We agree with views contained in Governor’s 
telegram No. 55, of 13/2 and you may inform 
the Governor-General of Indo-China that we 
regard the Agreement as now in force.
(A.C.N.S.(T) 2037/21 to C.in C. China).

America and West Indies.

Following read hy Valencia Radio.
Q&QQ, 38.48 N., 46.31 W.
Searchlights being played upon us by 
suspicious vessel. (TORNUS, 0554/21).
Cancel my 0249 Z/21. (TORNUS, 0625/21). 
Intercept. DE NNWS 2 Addressed TORNUS.
We are U.S. C.G. weather station No.2 at 
the position searchlight on our flag 
0622/21. DE GZFP (TORNUS) Cancel my Q&Q.Q.. 
0249Z/21 (Ends.). (Valentia Radfc* 0626/21).

My 1 1 3 V 16. NEWARK and WELLS delayed at 
St. Johns N.F. by minor defects and weather. 
(F.O. 3 B.S., 1045/21, to Admty.).

Departure BHX 111 ocean escort RAJPUTANA 
returning to Halifax through 42.40 N 60.00 W. 
(Cdre. i/c Bermuda, 1243/21).

Please instruct one Greek vessel either 
OLGA^EMBIRICCS or EVJLIVANOS whichever 
longest at Comox to proceed to Japan.
Greek Committee concurs. Master should be 
instructed that if he receives message 
"papers left behind will be forwarded" he 
should return at once or proceed suitable 
U.S. or British port other than Hong Kong. 
(Head of M. 1317/21 toN.S.K.Q.Ottawa.).

/ N.Z. Air Personnel Escort.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

A m erica  a n d  W est I n d i e s .  ( C o n td .)

C . in  G. A .W .I . 1 3 0 1 /4 .  R e p ly  r e  e s c o r t  
b e tw e e n  A u c k la n d  a n d  V a n c o u v e r .
(D .O .D .(F )  1 7 3 7 /2 1  t o  C . i n  C. A .W .I . , e t c . )  
See O p e r a t io n s  V olum e.

F o l lo w in g  fro m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  S t .  L u c ia ,  
( B e g i n s ) .  F r e n c h  Army D o c to r  a r r i v e d  fro m  
M a r t i n iq u e ,  1 8 / 2 ,  r e p o r t s  V ic h y  G o v 't  
h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  G erm any 3 1 /1  a l l  s t o c k  o f  
DM P o is o n o u s  g a s ,  a l s o  t h a t  P i l o t s  o f  2 
(F re n c h )  S e a p la n e s  w h ic h  f o l l o w e d  e s c a p in g  
s e a p la n e  t o  S t .  L u c ia  w ere  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  
a r r e s t e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  a s  o r d e r e d  t o  d r o p  
bom bs on S t .  L u c ia  a n d  t h a t  M a r t in iq u e  
G ov’ t  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  3 o c c u p a n ts  o f  
e s c a p in g  s e a p la n e  w ere  im p r is o n e d  S t .  L u c ia ,  
(n-nds) . ( C . i n  C. A .W .I . ,  1 9 3 3 /2 1 ,  t o  Admty.)

A u s t r a l i a .

N o rw e g ia n  t a n k e r  HERBORG due  t o  le a v e  
F r e m a n t le  2 2 /2  f o r  P l a d j o e ,  S u m a tra ,  i s  
now v /a n te d  B a l i k  P a p a n , B o rn e o . R e q u e s t  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n .
(D .T .D . 1 9 3 6 /2 1 ,  t o  A .C .N .B . ) .
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GERMAN MERCHANT SKIPS.

BABITONGA. My 1801/19. Brazilian authorities have
definite notification that BABITONGA will 
not be allowed to sail while she has on 
board the 986 tons of diesel oil in drums 
embarked on 18/2 on grounds that same is 
in excess of bunkers required for voyage 
to nearest friendly port. 1543/21.

RHAKOTIS
BOGOTA ) '/uITO )
ERLANGEN

FRANKFURT) 
0S0RN0 ) PRIV/ALL )

Antofagasta )
)

Coquimbo ) 
) 
)

Puerto I.-outt, )
)

Talcahuano ) 
) 
)

Information received that 
Chilean authorities have 
issued orders to prevent 
from sailing.
(D.S. 535).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

RAMB IV At Massawa, reported converted into a 
hospital ship. (D.S. 535).

MARGHERA See East Indies.
CARSO

/V',

Your 1350/18. Two Italian■Ships were sunk 
by TRITON in this area, one of about 8000 
tons at sea in position 44° lOg-' N.,
08° 5 2 ’ E. on 24/10/40 and one at anchor 
off Savona on 6/10. No survivors were 

. ✓ rescued by TRITON,
o - • r*£(C.in C. Med., 2215/21, to Admty.).

Sinking of 
FRANC/V E  AS'SIO.

O f f  No-U

( low (H vO i 1

FRENCH MERCHANT SHIPS.

BERNARDIN DE Passed Sunda Straits 0405/20 for Saigon. 
SAINT PIERRE (Capt. O.S., Singapore, 0823Z/21, to Admty.)
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V/ar D iary . 21.2.1941. 
F r id a y .

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

2051/20. D/F in d ica te s  U/Boat was in  a p o s it io n
approx, midway between Faeroe Is lan ds and 
Shetlands Is lands p oss ib ly  re tu rn in g  home 
or may be on p a tro l.
(D .D .I.C . 1032/21).

1315. From A ir c r a f t .  One S/M submerged bearing 
9 9 © D istance 9 m iles  course 360° p o s it io n  
60.15 N ., 6.10 W. (Scapa W/T, 1315/21) 
(D .D .I.C .* 1404/21) .

2052. 57° - 60° N.' y w. o f 15° ,
(D .S. 536).

2314. 57° - 59° N.• y 140 03 o

(D .S . 536) .

0143. 57-|° - 584° N•  y

o<oI—1 -  20°
(D .S. 536) .

2135. 55ir° - 57!-° N• y 20° - 24°
in d e f in i t e . (D. S. 536).

2144. 54° - 57° N. y W. o f 15°,
(D .S. 536).

0848. 53° - 54° N. y w. o f 15°,
(D .S. 536) .

0810. 47° N ., 7-1° W ., approx, in d e f in it e  
( I t a l ia n )  (D .S . 536).

Estim ated U/B German.
d is p o s it io n s . One Faroes - Shetlands 2051/20 may be

homeward bound or on p a tro l.
P oss ib ly  1 s t i l l  60° -  61° N. 14° - 17° W. 
One 58° - 59° 30* N. 18° - 22° ff.
One 56° - 57° N. 20° -  23° W.
One 100 m iles  o f 53° 30* N. 19° W.
One 100 m iles  o f 52° 30* N. 22° 30* W.
One about 50° N. 30° W. 0142/20 due to
return  to  L o r ie n t.
One N.W. F in is t e r r e  en route L o r ie n t . 

I t a l ia n .
One 60 m iles  o f 54° 20* N. 16° 40* W.
One 30 m iles  o f 46° N. 7° 30* W. probably 
p a t r o l l in g .
F iv e  more at sea.
(D .D .I.C . 1225/21).
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War Diary.
SITUATION RSPORT.

22.2.19kl.Saturday.

Search forA3M;*AL 
HIPPER.

Home Commands.
There are indications that theA HIPPER 
may sail from Brest. JACKAL, KASHMIR 
and KIPLING left Plymouth at 1902 today 
for a position off Brest. Air reconnaissance 
of Brest and air patrol and search have 
been arranged. Force H. (RENOWN and 
ARK ROYAL) returning towards Gibraltar 
from escorting Convoy W.S.6 is proceeding 
towards a position 300 miles west of 
Finisterre to carry out an air search on 
21+/2 as long as fuel permits.

U-boat 
attacks. S.S. SCOTTISH STANDARD which was bombed 

and badly damaged in the N.W. Approaches 
yesterday was torpedoed and sunk by an 
enemy S/m today, MOljpOMERY who was 
standing by her, attacked a firm contact. 
HURRICANE and PERIWINKLE both also report 
attacking (different) U-boats in the N.W. 
Approaches today.

/ « -  !  G tC - A ’ M r r . ^ r r

British Air Activity.
Wellingtons attacked Wilhelmshaven and 
Boulogne last night. Coastal Command 
aircraft attacked the HIPPER class 
cruiser at Brest.

Reconnaissances were flown today to 
Stadlandet and Bergen, and a sweep was 
made to the Heligoland Bight. Patrols 
were flown in the Fair Island Channel, in 
the southern part of the North Sea and 
A/S patrols in the Minches and south of 
the Faroes.
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War Diary.
SITUATION REPORT.

22.2.19^1.Saturday.

Enemy Air Activity.
The following attacks are reported today:- 
Convoy O.B. 288 in the N.W. Approaches at 
0900. S.S.KINGSTON HILL and KELIA 
damaged. Convoy E.N. 75 off Wick. No 
damage, reported. Convoy O.B. 28? in 
the North Minch. No damage. Unknown 
ship in the north part of the Bay of Biscay.

A heavy attack was made again last night 
on Swansea. There are several U.X.B in 
the Docks area, hut apparently no damage 
was caused in the docks and there were 
no known naval casualties.

In view of the increase in attacks on 
ships in the N.W. Approaches hy aircraft 
vulnerable to attack hy light machine guns 
the Admiralty have proposed to the War 
Office that troops should he kept on deck 
in daylight in transports, ready to open 
fire with rifles and machine guns.

Operation 
ZME 19.

Mines laid 
off Brest.

Mining.
PLOVER last night laid mines off the South 
east coast of Ireland.

1*2 Hampdens were despatched last night to 
lay mines off Brest. 36 aircraft laid 
mines in the correct area and 2 outside 
the area.

/Enemy
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Enemy
Mining.

Search for 
HIPPER.

Mining 
of Suez 
Ganal.

Benghazi 
"bombed. 
TERROR damaged.

7 2 0
MOST cECRET.

SITUATION REPORT.

22.2.1941.Saturday.

Mining, (contd).
Mines were laid off the' Mumbles during 
the air attack on Swansea last night, and 
in the Humber tonight between 1930 and 
2200. Two mines were dropped at 1600 
off Fowey and the port was closed. A mine 
is reported to have been dropped in 
Falmouth Harbour today.

Mines were detonated to-day off Harwich, 
Humber and in the approach to the Tyne.

Five further British mines were found on 
the coast of Iceland.

North Atlantic.
AawmAt Force H. See Home Commands.

Mediterranean.
Enemy aircraft were over the Canal between 
01+00 and 0600 today. Some mines were laid. 
Bombs were also dropped in the Canal zone 
last night.

Benghazi harbour was bombed by 4 German 
A/C’s shortly after dawn today. Bombs 
fell near TERROR and damaged her (see 24/2) 
Little damage ashore was caused, except 
to the road. Bombs were also dropped near 
Derna.



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Forces. 
T

w.

Search
for
Raider.

SITUATION REPORT.

22 . 2 . 1941 .
Saturday.

Bast Indies.

Commencing today, ships taking part in 
Italian Somaliland operations are to he 
known as Force W. HERMES and ENTERPRISE 
when acting as a unit are to he known as 
Force T.
Force V see 21/2. AUSTRALIA was added 
to Force V today.

At 0515 G.M.T. to-day Dutch S.S. RANTAU- 
PANDJANG made a raider distress message 
in a position about 280 miles E.S.E. of 
the position where the S.S. CANADIAN 
CRUISER was attacked yesterday. The 
German official communique this morning 
reports that their naval forces sank the 
CANADIAN CRUISER in the Indian Ocean. .

At 0818Z to-day GLASGOW sighted a pocket 
battleship in 8° 30*S. 51 35'E. and
shadowed, using her one effective aircraft, 
hut lost touch later in the day in reduced 
visibility.

CANBERRA is proceeding from 5°'10'N. 76° 
h O ’E. at 1600 to 6° S. 60° E; SHROPSHIRE 
from bombarding Brava (near Mogadishu) 
this morning to 9° 8. 5k E; CAPETOWN 
left Mombasa at 0730 for the Seychelles; 
ENTERPRISE and CERES are proceeding to 
Mombasa to fuel; HERMES and EMERALD left 
Mombasa at 1330 for 10° 50fS. 56° i+O'E; 
AUSTRALIA who was escorting Convoy W.S.5B 
with HAWKINS left the convoy and is 
proceeding towards 9° S. 5̂4-° E. at 27 knots 
and now forms part of Force V. DORSETSHIRE 
is sending Force Z to Eurban unescorted 
and is supporting GLASGOW (All times G.M.T).

/Bombardment
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War Diary.

Bombardment 
of Brava.

S . S .  TRELAV/NXy 
attacked in 
North Atlantic.

SITUATION REPORT.

22.2.19U1.Saturday.

East Indies (contd).
SHROPSHIRE carried out a bombardment of 
targets near Brava (S.W. of Mogadishu) 
this morning. Bomber and fighter 
aircraft co-operation had been arranged.

America & Y/est Indies.
S.S.TRELAWNXY reported being attacked 
this morning by a warship raider in position 
2*7° 12’N. 2+0° 13’W (520 miles east of 
St. -John's N.P). Her signals were 
deliberately jammed. At 1355 G.M.T. 
TRELAYvN^Y repeated her previous signal 
and it was again jammed. Aircraft were 
despatched to search, but were unable 
to reach the area during daylight; 
weather and visibility were bad.
Subsequently a signal timed 1815/22 was 
received from an unknown merchant vessel 
reporting that she was being machine 
gunned within a few miles of the above 
position.
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Saturday.

War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

A.A.fire 
H.M.Ships
at unseen 
targets.

A.M.1857/20 concur provided that 
A.A. Vessels in the Thames Estuary 
can still fire at unseen and unidentified 
aircraft. This is considered vital if
traffic through Thames Estuary is to 
continue. (C. in C. Nore 1140/22.)
Your 1357/20. Concur. Presume this will 
not he brought into force until all air
craft are fitted with I.F.F.(C. in C. 
Plymouth 1306/22.)
Adty., 1857/20 - concur. (C. in C.Rosyth 
1533/22.)

LEGION is available for C. in C. H.F., 
if he requires her for a special operation.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1700/22.)

Defence of U.K.

but C. in C. F.C, consents to their being 
mounted at Skaale Fiorde as temporary 
expedient. (A.C.N.S.(H) 1516/22, to 
A.C.O.S.

(F.O.(S) 0006/22., C. in C. W.A.1023/22.)

LEGION Request an exchange be arranged so that

Use of P/L 
in event of 
invasion.

D.S.D.1153/22

"Deluge1* At 1200/22. (D.C. 1202/22.) 
At 2330/22. (D.C.2342/22.)

A.A. Defence
of Faroes.

Your 2359/21. These guns were allocated 
for other urgent purposes in A.D.G.B.,

TALISMAN
TRIBUNE.

My 1803/15 para. C. dates of sailing of 
TALISMAN and TRIBUNE are to be exchanged

/RODNEY
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

RODNEY.
Defenoo of-U,Ki Contd.
My 2052/21. Only one Sunderland now 
available will escort from about 1100 
until 1530. (C. in C. Rosyth 0104/22, 
to RODNEY.)

TAKU.
TALISMAN.

Your 1803/15 Part 1. Adty., 1214/15, 
Captain (S) 2 1008/21. TAKU and TALISMAN 
are to be routed through the following 
positions. Thence to Halifax. (C. in C. 
W.A. 13 05/21, to P.O.(S), S.2.)

OLYMPUS. My 1130/21. Delete 4 miles and 30 min.
N. and substitute 15 miles and 14 min. N. 
(S.5» 1031/22.) . S 11 k y IS

TRIBUNE 
— > TAKU.

A. Intend to sail TRIBUNE and TAKU 
escorted by CUTTY SARK at 1600/24 to 
(position) Thence CUTTY SARK returns 
to Clyde. TRIBUNE and TAKU through 
(position) and thence as routed by 
C. in C. W.A. 1805/21. B. Operational 
control of submarines will be transferred 
to C. in C. A. & W.I., when they enter 
N.A.A.W.I. station.(Capt.(S) 2 1048/22.)

STOKE STOKE CITY is being sailed to replace
CITY. LINCOLN CITY 23/2. (A.C.O.S. 1231/22.)

AZALEA. To sail for Liverpool forthwith to be
prepared to proceed on foreign service 
on 7/3. (C. in C. W.A. 1254/22.)

S/M’s 021. 
023.

SUNFISH.

My 1039/21. WHITE BEAR is to R.V. 
with 0.21 and 0.23 at 1530/23. 0.21 and 
0.23 to carry out diving of one hours 
duration. Position. SUNFISH will join 
you 1800/23 off Bell Rock for passage to 
Scapa.

/You are
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

-of U»f̂ » Contd.
SdNF/SH ftaxt: You are to make E.T.A. for SUNFISH at 

Scapa and make contact with Stanger 
Head before detaching her.(Capt. (S) 9, 
1317/22 to WHITE BEAR.)

AURORA. Scapa arrivals AURORA, transports 211 
and 213. (A.C.O.S. 1534/22.)

• AURORA is to proceed to arrive at 
Thorshavn, Faroes as soon after day
light as practicable tomorrow.
2. AURORA will be carrying four 
Vickers Mark VIII guns to be mounted 
for the defence of Skaalefiord.
(C. in C. H.F. 1930/22.)
Scapa departure 2130 AURORA. (A.C.O.S. 
2146/22.)

Northern
Patrol.

Trawler lines occupied tonight, one to 
3 trawlers. (A.C.0.S.1551/22.)

S/M’s. Position at 0800/23 and movements for 
following 24 hours.(F.O.S. 1706/22,2109 
/22, 1007/23.)

A/S. 
patrol.

By Trawlers WASTWATER and THIRLMERE. 
Details. Request air co-operation. 
(A.C.O.S. 1720/22.)

COLUMBIA. COLOMBIA sails Plymouth 0830/23. E.T.A. 
area of obstacle 1030/23. (C. in C. 
Plymouth 1748/22.)

A.M.C.’s of 
Northern 
Patrol.

Your 1813/21. Intend A.M.C’s fuel in 
Iceland on arrival only proceeding 
direct from patrol to arrive Halifax as 
follows: CHITRAL,MALOJA,AUSONIA, RANPURA, 
(dates) and thereafter at 4 and 6 day 
intervals.

/DERBYSHIRE
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War Diary.

A.M.C' sNorthern
Patrol.

22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Dofonce of -H-i-K-. Contd.
2. DERBYSHIRE, CIRCASSIA and CHESHIRE 
now refitting. Completion date uncer
tain. Expected to leave Clyde for Nor
thern Patrol latter part of March and 
early April. (P.O.C.N.P. 2236/22.)

Operations.
Sweep for tosMiRAj. Information. Enemy. Indications that
HIPPERj ~ " Hz h i r a l HIPPER may leave Brest.

(ii) Own at 0800/22 movements of sub
marines were as follows:- Submarines 
will be informed of destroyers movements.
(iii) Object is the destruction of As h i* a l  
HIPPER if she leaves Brest.
(iv) Execution JACKAL KASHMIR and
KIPLING are to pass Gate atQ1600/ today, 
and proceed to vicinity 040 14’ N, 006 ,
00' W, which is to be reached by 2200/22, if practicable. If no contact is made 
with the enemy, destroyers are to 
return to Plymouth passing through 130° 
Lizard Head 12 at 0800/23. C.O. of 
JACKAL has discretion to abandon the 
operation at any time if the weather is 
unsuitable.,,! vV Fighter protection 
code word (vi) Destroyers
acknowledge. (C. in C. Plymouth 1355/22, 
1755/22.) Request. TIGRIS and PANDORA 
may be warned. (C. in C. Plymouth 
1358/22, to Capts. (S) 2, (S) 5.
Informing PANDORA, TIGRIS. (F.O.(S) 
1819/22.)
My 1355. No submarines are to be attacked 
unless they commit a hostile act.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1853/22 to JACKAL, 
KASHMIR, KIPLING.
JACKAL, KASHMIR, KIPLING, sailed.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1902/22.)

/Your
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War Diary.

Sweep for AaMirui. 
HIPPER.

ANJA.

Operation
n.cT

Instructions 
for Aircraft 
attacking 
shipping.

22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations Contd.
Your 2209/22. Arrive 180 degs. Rame 
Head Chapel 2.2 miles at 0830/23.
(C. in C. Plymouth 2328/22. to JACKAL.)

Admiralty's 1830/11, and SALOPIAN'S 1826 
/20. Finnish ANJA intercepted by0 
SALOPIAN 20/2 in 064 23' N, 029 00' W,
arrive Reykjavik today.
Master admitted intentions of attempting 
passage to Denmark Straits in order to 
avoid German submarines. Same ship 
when outward bound was brought into 
Reykjavik by armed guard from CILICIA 
last September for similar reasons and 
warned that he would probably be sent to 
Kirkwall if he offended again. In view 
of this, should any action be taken 
beyond re routing through Skopen Fiord. 
From experience there appears little 
likelihood of following any route given 
him but cargo and navicerts are appar
ently in order.(F.O.i/c Iceland 1729/22, 
to Adty.)

My 1409. Operation NC cancelled. 
(V.A. Dover 2116/22.)

British Air Activity•
In order to allow aircraft the maximum 
opportunity of attacking enemy shipping 
in the Channel, it is proposed to extend 
to them the same freedom to attack at 
sight by night as they now have by day 
inside the area defined in para. 3A of A. 
T. 1111/20/1V 4 0 .
2. Whenever our own surface forces 
are operating inside this area, it 
would be necessary to arrange with A.O.C. 
in C. C. C. for suitable restrictions 
on bombing to be imposed. 3. It is intend
ed that, as a general rule these 
restrictions should be confined to that 
portion of the area in which our forces 
are operating. A general ban on 
bombing would only be imposed if large 
scale operations were taking place.

/4. Request
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War Diary.
23. 3. 41. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Patrols.

St. Merryu.

Patrol of 
Stavanger 
Aerodrome.

A/C. not to 
fly outward 
over Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft, 
Harwich.

British Air Activity Contd.
4. Request your remarks. (A.C.N.S. 
(H). 0059/22. to C's in C. Home.)
Your 0059/22 concur. (V.A. Dover, 
1900/22.) 305. Your 0059/22 concur.
(C. in C. Nore 1149/22.)

Today. FAIR,UNST. (C. in C.
Rosyth 0840/22.)
Following A/S air patrol will he flown 
from 1030 until 2100 today, cross over 
patrol between 50° N, 04 50 W, 60 40 N, 
6 W by Whitley A/C. (C. in C. Rosyth 
0920/22.)

While 801 Squadron are at St. Merryn 
no other Squadrons can be accommodated. 
Desire that 809 Squadron should go to 
St. Merryn about 17/3, for Armament 
Training. Request 801 Squadron may 
operate elsewhere from that date.
(RANAS. 1206/22.)

In an endeavour to keep the Focke-Wolfe 
A/c operating from Stavanger from taking 
off during dark hours a patrol of one 
Blenheim a/c will be maintained over 
Stavanger Aerodromes from 0200 until 
half an hour before sunrise daily.
Patrol will commence on 23/2. (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1700/22.)

22/2. Detailed investigation indicated 
our aircraft going out of the Country 
over Yarmouth, Lowestoft and Harwich. 
All operational aircraft outward bound 
are to be routed at all times to avoid 
these places. (Air Min. 1910/22.)
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SCOTTISH m 0-j ifial-ti 
STANDARD.
(bombed 21/2.)

Convoy 0.B.288. 
attacked^ 
KINGSTON HILL, 
and KEILA 
damaged.

M  0 ^ * +

Swansea
attacked.

Convoy E.N.75. 
attacked.

22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity.

If you have no seriously injured survivors 
on board do not part company with 
ASSURANCE and SUPERMAN until you arrive 
off Lough Foyle. (C. in C.W.A. 0121/22,to 
SCIMITAR.)

Following has been read; Enemy aircraft 
attacking even numbered O.B. convoy 
position 59° 40' N, 12° 40' W. course 274 
speed 7 knots. (Even numbered O.B. Convoy 
0900/22.)

Following ships damaged by bombing of 
O.B.288. (1) S.S. KINGSTON HILL, engine 
room flooded, will float if bulkhead (s) 
hold(s). 2. KEILA steering gear jammed. 
PICOTEE standing by these two ships in 
059° 44' N, 012 33' W. Request rescue
tug. (ACHATES 1015/22.)

My 1335. No trace in War Reg. Attempted 
tow impossible, ship too heavy. Have 
taken Captain and 22 crew on board till 
morning. Crew will return if ship still 
afloat. Awaiting Tug. (PICOTEE 1755/22.)

Severe air attack on Swansea last night. 
Apparently no damage in docks. No known 
naval casualties. Several U.X.B. in docks 
area. Mines laid off Mumbles. Further 
report will be made. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 
0940/22.)

Enemy aircraft attacking odd numbered 
E.N. convoy "mAM* in 58a 35’ N, 2° 50’ W. 
(JASON 1103/22.) Following has been read. 
Fighters have left for odd numbered 
E.N. Convoy. (Lyness W/T 1113/22.)

/WESTMINSTER



War Diary.

WESTMINSTER.

Convoy O.B . 239, 
attacked.

Convoy E.N.
W.N. 2 Tankers.

A.A. fire by 
troops in 
transport’s.

Unknown Ship.

730
MOST SECRET.

22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity Contd.
One enemy aircraft in sight approx, 
hearing 090 degs. approx, height 
5,000 feet my position 51° 34' N,1
9’ E. (WESTMINSTER 1120/22.)
My 1120 enemy driven off to eastward.
(WESTMINSTER 1122/22.)

The following has been read. Enemy 
Aircraft attacking Convoy in
58° 0* N, 5° 55' W. (Odd numbered 
O.B. Convoy 1206/22.)
My 1204 aircraft dropped heavy object 
in level flight altitude 100 feet. 
Amended position 058° 00’ N, 005° 45'W. 
(MALCOLM 1236/22.)
My 1235. Aircraft approached as for 
torpedo attack,last ship of Aultbea 
portion proceeding to join O.B. 289.
No hits. (MALCOLM 1258/22.)

Fighters being sent to Convoys Odd 
Numbered E.N, Even numbered W.N. and 2 
tankers. (Rosyth W/T 1337/22.)

In view of the increase in air attacks 
on vessels in N.W. Approaches and the 
fact that the aircraft used are 
vulnerable to attack from light machine 
guns, suggest that O.C.'s troops in 
transports, both inward and outward 
bound, be instructed to arrange that as 
many as possible of the troops on 
board should be kept on deck in daylight 
ready to open fire instantly with rifles 
and machine guns if attack develops 
while vessels are east of 22° W. If you 
agree Masters of transports will be 
informed.(A.C.N.S.(T) 1703/22. to W.O.)

The following has been read, 
following intercepted. AAAA 47 R 15 N 
40 R 20 W. Heavy jamming machine gunned. 
(Z.X.M.A.(not known) 1815/22.)
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Operation
Z.M.E.19.

Operation
G.T.

Harwich.

Operation
J.K.

22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining.

Operation Z.M.E.19 completed.(PLOVER 
0245/22.)

Operation G.T. intend INTREPID and 
IMPULSIVE leave Dartmouth at 1915/23, 
taking departure from Start Point at 
2000 laying parallel commencing 0001/24; 
to arrive Nab Tower 0800/24, passing 
through approx, positions 180°. Start 
Point 10 miles at about 0300/24.

If weather conditions are such that 
necessary speed cannot be(group omitted.) 
after laying intend to return to Dart
mouth instead of Portsmouth at daylight.
(D .20. 1815/22.)

Red mine detonated by ’LL' trawlers at 
0300 in 51 50.4'N,01° 34.3' E. near
inside. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 0924/22.)

Mine detonated by S.A.Gear by EARL 
KITCHENER 1212/22, in 51° 50i 7*N,1° 
34.6W E. (P.O.I.C. Harwich 1623/22.)

Intend ICARUS to carry out Operation J.K. 
(See A.L. M/O.D. 2019/41 of 13/2,41 para. 
7) tonight escorted by VANSITTART. 
BERKELEY and TYNEDALE. Request Air 
Ministry be asked to arrange bombing 
diversion over Havre between the hours of 
2130 and 2359 to support this operation. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1107/22.)

My 1107/22 sailed. (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1745/22.) Ops. 318. 22/2, Operation J.K. 
bombing diversion impossible. (H.Q.B.C. 
2100/22.)

/Humber



MOST SECRET.
732

22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.War Diary.

Humber.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining Contd.
Adty., 1354/18, and my 1043/19; in view 
of mining situation in Humber proposal 
to repair Guard Loops had been abandoned. 
RINGDOVE will sail for Yarmouth in 
F.S.l^. 23/2. (F.O.Humber 1117/22.)
The following 7 mines were exploded 
today.(F.O. Humber 1752/22.)
Between 1930 and 2200 about 20 aircraft 
mine laying in Humber between Hull and 
Immingham and a few lower down.
(F.O. Humber 2250/22.)

Fowey. At 1600 hours Heinkel dropped two 
mines bearing 211° and 220° respectively 
about 100 yards Polruan C.G. Station. 
(R.N.O. Fowey 1640/22.)
Port of Fowey is closed owing to enemy 
mines. (F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1802/22.)

Sweeps. Available ships of 5th M.S.F. are to 
carry out searching sweeps.
(a) From Kinnaird Head to Duncansby 
Head in advance of E.N.76. E.T.A. 
Kinnaird Head 0700/24. (b) From 
Duncansby Head to Kinnaird Head west side of Q.Z.S.160 and dividing line 
A.Z.787. Ships are to return to 
Aberdeen on completion of operations. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1858/22.)

Iceland. My 1430/12, 5 further British Mark XX 
mines located ashore as follows: All rendered safe except 1. Several other 
reports still unconfirmed. (F.O.I.C. 
Iceland 2120/22.)

/Tyne
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22. 2. 41. 
Saturday.

War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

Tyne.
Mining Contd.
Three acoustic mines detonated today, 
by '’A” mark 11 sweep today in approach 
to River Tyne. Positions.(C. in C. Rosyth 2358/22.)

A S M i l t A L .HIPPER.
Enemy Intelligence.
German Naval aircraft are active in the 
Brest Area this m o r n i n g v i e w  of 
similar activity prior to^HIPPER leaving 
Brest, between 1st and 4th Feb., this 
suggests a possible further movement. 
(D.D.I.C. 1155/22. to O's in C. Home 
F.O.C.N.A, Force H.B.G.)

Various
Intelligence. N.A. Stockholm 1231/22.

o
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War Diary, 22.2.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS. 

Shipping and Convoys.

General.

Zigzagging. Adty. message ME.L.,f. In future British 
Merchant ships sailing independently in the 
areas specified in A.M.S.I. 293 and Adty. 
Message "EF" are to zig-zag, whatever the

/ A

visibility may be, both by day and nigjat 
except in heavy weather.
(D.T.D. 1356/22).(•

Tankers. Your 1717/20. Difficulty of finding a 
suitable ship for Commodore is appreciated 
but the need for expediting tanker tonnage 
is so great that tankers should not be 
diverted for this purpose except as a last 
resort. (D.T.D. 1433/22, to N.C.S.O. Mersey).

Coastal Convoys.

W.N.88. Position (STELLA POLARIS, 0050/22 to 
A.C.O.S.) Addition N.C.S.O. Clyde, 
1231/22).

• W.N.88 (0) Destinations (N.C.S.O. Oban, 0951/22).

2 M.V«s. For Clyde. Escort. (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 
0954/22).

F.S.17A. Absentees. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1006/22) 
37 ships (1007/22) Destinations 
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 1654/22).

k F.N.1A. 4. /4 Sailed 0906/22, 14 ships. (N.C.S.O.Thames, 
1031/22) List (1129/22) Ships joining from 
Humber (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1734/22 
C.in C. Rosyth 2355/22).

0.6 .U.
289.

1100/22, unescorted, 5 ships. (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea, 1140/22) List (1224/22).

/ E.N. 76
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War D ia ry . 2 2 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
S a tu r d a y .

HOME COMMANDS.

S h ip p in g  and  C onvoys.

C o a s ta l  C onvert (C o n td .)

1

E .N .7 6 . 1 6 3 0 /2 3 , e s c o r t s ,  19 s h ip s ,  c o d e s . 
(N .C .S .O . M e th i l ,  1 1 4 3 /2 2 ) .

9 M .V 's
•

C .ln  C. Nore 2 3 0 4 /2 0 . E s c o r t s .  (C .ln  C. P o rtsm o u th , 1 2 0 7 /2 2 ) .

C h an n e l. N ig h t R e p o r t .  ( C .in  C. P ly m o u th , 1 2 1 1 /2 2 ) .

F .N .1 2  "A* t+.\xA To j o i n .  ( F .O .I .C .  Tyne 1 5 0 4 /2 2 ) L i s t  (N .C .S .O . Humber, 1 6 4 5 /2 2 ) Humber s h ip s  
a r r i v e d  (N .C .S .O . Humber, 1 7 1 5 /2 2 ) .

F . S .'1^ . A/S S a i l e d  1 4 0 0 /2 2 , 16 s h i p s .  (N .C .S .O . M e th il  1531 /22  F .O . I .C .  T y n e ,1 7 4 2 /2 2 ) 1 s h ip  from  
Humber. (N .C .S .O . Humber 1 7 2 1 /2 2 ) L i s t  ( F .O .I .C .  Tyne 1 7 3 9 /2 2 ) .

W .N .87. A r r iv e d  1500 /22  (N .C .S .O . M e th il  1 5 3 2 /2 2 ) .

®  E .N .7 6 . VERONICA a d d i t i o n a l  e s c o r t .  ( C .in  C. R o s y th , 1 9 3 5 /2 2 ) .

W .N .89. S/M H .43 l e f t  w i th .  (C a p t. S .7 ,  1 9 4 5 /2 2 ) . 1 9 4 9 /2 2 , E s c o r t s ,  17 s h i p s .  (N .C .S .O . C ly d e , 1 9 5 0 /2 2 ) .

F .S .19* V- icj S a i le d  2 3 0 0 /2 2 , 11 s h i p s .  (N .C .S .O . M e th i l ,  2 3 4 1 /2 2 ) .
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War D ia r y .  2 2 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
S a t u r d a y .

HOME COMMANDS. 

S h in n in g  a n d  C o n v o y s .

O cean C o n v o y s.

0 .B .2 9 0 . 0 1 3 0 /2 4 /2 ,  u n e s c o r t e d ,  2 .  (N .C .S .O . 
B e l f a s t ,  0 9 0 0 /2 2 ) .

0 .13 .288  . D i s p e r s a l .  ( C . i n  C. W .A ., 1 1 4 9 /2 2 ) .

H .X .1 0 9 . My 1 8 2 0 /2 1 ,  d e l e t i o n .  ( D .T .D .,  1 2 0 4 /2 2 )  
D e s t i n a t i o n  MODAVIA ( D .T .D .,  1 7 0 2 /2 2 ) .

H .X .1 0 S . D e s t i n a t i o n s .  ( D .T .D .,  1 2 0 7 /2 2  1 2 0 8 /2 2 ,  
1 2 0 9 /2 2 ,  1 7 2 5 /2 2 )  P r o b a b ly  r e p o r t e d  by  
U -b o a t a t  1531 ( D .D .I .C .  1 6 5 5 /2 2 )  
MONTGOMERY t o  j o i n  ( C . i n  C . W.A. 1 9 5 4 /2 2 ) .

S . L . 6 4 . A r r i v a l s  (N .C .S .O . C ly d e , 0 8 1 5 /2 2 ,  N .O .I .C .  
B a r r y ,  1 4 3 7 /2 2 ,  1 4 5 9 /2 2 , N .C .S .O . M ersey  
1 5 4 0 /2 2  1 7 4 2 /2 2 .

0 .B .2 8 7 . A r r i v a l s ,  ROSENBORG a n d  ST . ROSARIO 
dam aged by  enemy a / c .  ( P .O . I .C .  G re e n o c k , 
1 6 4 0 /2 2 ) .

0 .G .5 4 . COREOPSIS n o t  r e a d y  t o  s a i l  w i t h .  
( C . i n  C. W .A ., 1 7 1 3 /2 2 ) .

H .X .1 0 6 . 31  h o u r s  l a t e ,  15 s t r a g g l e r s ,
ARTHUR F .  CORWIN s u n k , CLEA n o t  y e t  
r e p o r t e d .  ( D .T .D .,  1 7 1 9 /2 2  t o  N .S .H .Q . 
Ot ta w a )•

H .X .1 0 7 . A r r i v a l .  (N .C .S .O . A u l tb e a  1 7 5 0 /2 2 ) .

Not m e t .  My p . c .  an d  s .  (WANDERER, 
1 0 3 0 /2 2 ,  1 6 3 0 /2 2 ) .
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War Diary. 22.2.1941.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys.
/

Military Convoys.

5.5. BATORY
5.5. RIMUTAKA 
Escort 
FORTH

^  Sat. O ft Vo-C
My 2249/15, 1728/19 and 1144/21.
BATORY for Halifax. RIMUTAKA for Trinidad 
Sailing date and arrangements. ••/TLvfcfc*5. Fighter Protection code word f*5¥S¥.
6. Routeing signal will follow. 
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1401/22 to C.in C. W.A.).
My 1401/22. Route.
(D.O.D.(H) 1635/22).

S.S. CITY 
OF PARIS 
escort 
ARAWA.

F or Bombay. Arrangeme nt s. (D.O.D.(H) 1727/22).

S.S. KENYA 
SOBIESKI

Arrived DUNEDIN, HESPERUS, GARLAND, 
LEGION escorting S.S.KENYA and SOBIESKI. 
(F.O.i/c Greenock 2149/22.).



War Diary.

SVEVE.

Wreck.

MOUNT RHODOPE. 

KEILA.
KINGSTON HILL. 
(O.B. 28$).

EDOUARD VAN 
VLAENDEREN.

SALLY MAERSK.
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22.2.1941.Saturday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.
O.B. 289 SVEVE returned to port engine 
trouble.
(N.C.S.O. Mersey 1117/22).

Object appears to be small cargo ship 
2 thousand tons. My oosition 060° 14’N. 
010° 05*W.
(NORTHERN CHIEF 0945/22).
Yo\ir 0945. Endeavour to take in tow and 
proceed to Stornoway. If unable report. 
(S.O.N.P.T. 1057/22).
Your 10.57/22. Unable to tow.
(NORTHERN CHIEF 1235/22).
18 direct hits. 5 depth charges. No 
appreciable effect to buoyancy, light 
failing. Consider further expenditure of 
no avail request instructions.
(NORTHERN CHIEF 2000/22).

(Greek) returned from H.X. 107 with heavy 
weather damage.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax N.S. 1321/22).

059° 58fN. 012° 22'W. KEILA returning 
under hand steering course and speed 
150° 7 knots badly buckled amidships. 
W/T out of action but can receive Rugby 
broadcasts. KINGSTON HILL making water 
in engine room flooded 27 feet. Am 
attempting to take her in tow. Your 
1228/21 part one not received.
(PICOTEE 1435/22 to C. in C. W.A).

Aground in Olafs Fiord. Crew safe. 
(F.O. Iceland 1901/22).

Proceed with all despatch to assist 
SABRE towing SALLY MAERSK in 55° 53* N. 
012° 38’W. steering 090° 7 knots at 18_>2 
today.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 2222/22).
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FORT
RICHEPANSE.

French
Shipping.

MIRROR.
Cable
Repairs.

RUBENS.

739
MOST SECRET.

22.2.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Operations Against Vichy French.

My 1915/21/2 French FORT RICHEPANSE 
passengers are all reservists and families 
returning to French Morocco for 
demilitarisation. Passengers and crev/ all 
pro Vichy. Cargo 833 tons of Bananas 
(not 1100 tons) consigned to group export 
and repartition at French ports and approx. 
8 tons (corrupt group) empty tubes ammonia 
43 bags of mails handed to censor.
(C.C.S.O. Gib. 1245/22 to Admty).

Difficulty of identification. Suggested 
notice to Vichy.
(C.in C. Med., 1112/22 see Mediterranean).

From M.E.W. Your 1915/21. FORT RICHEPANSE 
and cargo to be seized at Gibraltar. 
Instructions being sent to Governor by 
Colonial Office*
(D.E.W.D. 1811/22 to C.C.S.O. Gib.)

North Atlantic.
Gibraltar departure cable ship MIRROR 
escorted by ERIN to carry out repairs near 
Tarifa Point.
(S.O.(I) Gib. 0002/22).

Report yoixr present position and E.T.A. 
Gibraltar.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0231/22 to RUBENS).
Your 2005/21 and 0231/22. Now feared A/S 
Trawler RUBENS sank after air attack at 
1428/13 G.M.T. in position signalled as 
48° 50’N., 14° 20'W. Can SCARBOROUGH or 
GENTIAN give any information?
(D.A.S.W. 1832/22 to F.O.C.N.A.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic. (Gontd.)

DAGMAR I 
(in H.G.53, 
air attack

Your 1824/21 No. 48 hours search hy tugs from 
Funchal and search "by Sunderland, fruitless. 
Search abandoned.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0957/22 to Admty).

TUNA At 0800/23 TUNA with Convoy H.G54,
H.G.54. (F.O.C.N.A. i040/22).

Destroyers, 
to R/V with 
Force H. ”

Mo 3314 14*

Gibraltar departures 22/2 FORESIGHT,
FOXHOUND, FORTUNE, FIREDRAKE in accordance 
with F.O.C.N.A's 1304/20.
(S.O.(I) Gibraltar, 1122/22).
FORESIGHT, FOXHOUND, FIREDRAKE. FORTUNE 
sailed 1100/23. to position 037® OO’N., 012® 
OO'W. routed through 035® 30’N., 009® OO'W 
speed 14 knots, (corrupt group) escorting 
French P.L.M.13 and LORIENT to Gibraltar 
Straits 1200/23 035® (?55') N., 008® 30’ W 
090° 7 knots.

FORESIGHT will exercise searchlight and 
star shell in approximate position 035° (? 09 
35’) N 008° 30'W after dark tonight* 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1710/22 to WRESTLER,MARSDALE).
My 1304/20. Amend R/V to 037® OO'N. , 012®
00’W at 120QA 23/2 and there await further 
instructions from F.O. Force H. Pass through 
position 035® 30'N., 009® OO'W.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1748/22 to FORESIGHT).

REGISTAN F.O.C.N.P. 1050/21. REGISTAN has a defect
defect. which seriously affects fighting efficiency

including inability to train after 6” gun. 
Intend to take in hand forthwith, estimated 
time to complete seven days.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1228/22 to Admty).

S.S. EXETER
suspicious
vessel.

My 1658/19 Captain of EXETER states 
suspicious vessel was motor tanker v/ith 
funnel aft sighted stopped 150 miles v/est 
of Azores 1430/15 then steered south. 
(N.A. Lisbon, 1251/22 to Admty).
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RESOLUTION,

Force H,_ 
Search for 
HIPPER,

Air Report,

S•L•S,64. 
(raider-  
attack 
1 2 7 2 .  )~
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic. (Contd,)
My 1220/19. Intend to sail RESOLUTION 
escorted by JERSEY, JUPITER, DUNCAN, VELOX p.m./23, routed in accordance v/ith 1206/3 
from Admiralty to make R/V (position) at 
1100Z one - 1 27/2. Request DUNCAN and VELOX be relieved in this position. 
Estimated speed of advance from position 
042° 33* 017° 15' 10 knots. E.T.A. Nab. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1252/22 to C.in C. W.A.)

Admty. 1155/22. Am proceeding from nosition 
033° 20’N. , 020 ° 26’W on course 030° at 17 knots, to carry out air search on 24/2 
should ADMIRAL HIPPER leave tonight.Request aav/n reconnaissance of Brest and air 
reconnaissance to S.E. from U.K.
(iii) As only 40$ fuel remaining 0800/23 
search must probably be limited to one 
reconnaissance 140 miles all round from 
position about 300 miles West of Fin/isterre.
(iv) F.O.C.N.A. requested to order destroyer 
to be in position 037° OO’N., 012° OO'W.,at 1200A tomorroY/ and await further 
instructions.
(S.O. Force H, 1430A/22 to Admty, F.O.C.N.A.) Your 1430/22. Follov/ing arranged:
(a) Cross over patrol betv/een 48° 44’N.,
06° 52’W and 46° 36’N., 05° 58’W from 
2200/22 to 0800/23. (b) Davm reconnaissance 
and P.R.U. of Brest 23/2. (c) Parallel search, centre line 47° 30*N., 09° 55’W. 
to 45° 20’N., 07° 35*W from 0800/23 until 
about 1600.
(D.C. 2323/22 to S.O. Force H).

Daily Summaries Operations. 
(200 Group 1700/22).

Admiralty 1940/21 and 2125/21 and my 1917/19 
and 1631/21. (a). British ship VOLTURNO 
(b) British ship CLUNEPARK (c) British shit) BLAIRATKOLL (d) Greek shin ANNA MAZARAKI 
(e) British ship MARGOT^} Greek ship POLYKTOR^ Makeshift lifeboat and raft accommodation is being provided and every 
endeavour is being made to sail all ships 
except (f) to join convoy H.G.54;repairs to 
(e) being v/ell advanced.
(N.C.S.O. Funchal 1805/22 to Admty).
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MA^VERNIAN 
RENOWN 
ARK ROYAL.

S.L.66.

CORNWALL.

CHATEAUROUX
BENVENUE

MOST SECRET.

22.2.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic. (Contd.)

CAVINA proceeding from Q.3 to Fayal E.T.A. 
U  26/2. MA0VERNIAN E.T.A. Q.3. and

disposition 3 23/2 from U.K. RENOWN and 
ARK ROYAL position course and speed 033° 
20'N. , 020° 26'W • 030° 17 knots at 1400 
proceeding towards position 300 miles West 
Finisterre.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2200/22 to N.A.Station).

South Atlantic.

L.A. CHRISTENSON (Norg.) returned from 
S.L.66 with engine trouble. QAKDENE was 
ordered back from S.L.66 by escort as being 
unable to keep up necessary speed, she sailed 
independently on 20/2. ENGLISH TRADER 
sailed 20/2.
(M.S.R. Freetown 0908/22).

Admty's 2300/8 and N.O.I.C. Simonstown’s 
0743/21/2 requesting urgency of arrival in 
U.K. Should like CORNWALL to spend a few 
days in the area near L.36 and K 35 on way 
v/here there have been several D/F indications 
of presence of raiders recently and v/here no 
Warship has been for some time.
(C.in C. S.A. 1115/22/N .to Admty).

Your 1929/20. Ministry of Shipping and 
Elder Dempster agree it is not possible 
after loading to condition ship to make 
convoy speed* Arrangements made for 
repairs to tv/o 90 mm. L.A. guns carried and 
supply of ammunition for these* also to 
supply a machine gun and ammunition for H.A. 
fire. Propose to sail ship independently to 
Belfast for degaussing.
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 1122/22 to Admty).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic. (Contd.)

CLAN Overdue shipping cancel my 1115/18. CLAN
MACTAVISH. MACTAVISH arrived Capetown.

(S.O.(I) Capetovm, 1145B/22 toAdmty).

HAMLA. Your 1559/21. Master of HAMLA declared
speed 9^ knots and was therefore included in 
faster portion of convoy. Amended standard 
route v/hich he should have followed after 
separation from convoy v/as slightly longer 
than amended convoys route. On previous 
occasion he had reported speed reduced to 
8 knots ov/ing to fouled "bottom, and v/as 
included in S.L.S.53.
(N.C.S.O. Freetown 1159/22, to Admty).

CYCLAMEN My 1500/20 to Takoradi only. CYCLAMEN
CURA. and transport CUBA left Lagos 1300/22.

Will make every effort to arrive Takoradi 
before sunset 23/2. Imperative to leave 
without delay 24/2 in order to arrive 
Freetown (date).
Dir. of Nigerian Marine, Lagos, 1300/22 to 
S.S.T.O. Takoradi),

MILFORD. Departure 1300/2SL MILFORD in accordance v/ith
• C. in C. S.A. 1213/21. R/V v/ith FORESIGHT.

(S.O.(l) Freetov/n 1305/22 toAdmty, MALAYA, 
etc. )

L.L. Sweepers. Admiralty 1722/11/2. Provided gear arrives
by date specified "LL" Sweepers GOS 
HECTOR 8a« ,  NEBB, and KAI will complete 
as follows: (4) Presume ratings indicated
in my 0917/19/12 to Admiralty together v/ith 
all officers v/ill be despatched to arrive by 
these dates.
(S.N.O. Simonstov/n 1316B/22 to Admty).

Dispositions. Weekly Statement 22/2.
(C.in C. S.A. 1325N/22). Original in Lion 
Copy only.
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F reetow n . 7 1 /:.::. ALBATROSS H.M.S. VINDICTIVE 
H.M.S. ASPHODEL* H.M.S. FAULKYOR H.H.S. FORESTER s a il  p .M . 22 
F ebru ary  H.M.S. IHLFOID s a ils  23 February H.M.S. WISHART and 
H.M.S. VIDETTE s a il  25 February as lo c a l e s c o r t  to  Tl S s i x .

F reetow n  United Kingdom. H .M .3. COMMON 
escorting S L 66 l o c a l  escorts SURPRISE H .M .S . CLEMATIS.
H .H .S . EULOLO e s c o r t in g  s  L 65 .

U n ited  Kingdom F reetow n . w S s i x  e s c o r t e d  b y  
H .M .S . MALAYA H .M .S . BIRMINGHAM H .M .S . CATHAY. H .M .S . PHOEBE J o in s  
2 3 r d . w S s i x  B e s c o r t e d  b y  H .M .S . MAURITIUS. H .M .S. CILICIA 
(a r r iv e d  1 s t  M arch) BULLFINCH CROCUS MARGUERITE.

G u lf o f  G u in ea . H .M .S . DRAGON f u e l  Lugos 23 F ebru ary  
and be  e s c o r t  f o r  F rench  T ra n sp o rts  from  p o in t  N o ir ( ? e )  to F reetow n .

Lagos Capetown H .M .S. CORFU.
Point N oir(?e) Capetown. F s French Sloop Minesweeper 

COMMANDANT DUBOC and PRESIDENT HOUDOUCE escorting m ilitary transport 
ship FORT DINGER.

C apetow n. H .M .S . CARNARVON CASTLE r e f i t t i n g .

Simons term . H .M .S . CORF,/ALL H .M .S. DELHI.

Simonstown D urban. H .M .S . BRIDGEWATER F ren ch  S lo o p  
SAVORGNAN-DE-BRAZZA.

Capetown Mombasa a r e a . F orce  z  e s c o r t e d  by  
BUM.3 .  DORSETSHIRE.

Rio Area. H .M .S. ASTURIAS.

Plate Area. H .M .S . CUMBERLAND.

M on tev id eo , H .M .S . NEWCASTLE.

South G e o rg ia  A re a . H0M0S . QUEEN OF BERMUDA®

UoK. p o r t s .  H .M .S . ALCANTARA 11.24.3, ARAWA 
H .M .S . DUNNOTTAR STAR H .M .S . CAFTON H .H .S , ESPERANCE BAY 
H .M .S . MORETON BAY H .M .S. 1D0LTAN H .M .S. PRETORIA CASTLE.

H a l i f a x . H .M .S . VOLTAIRE0
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WAR DIARY«

L.L.Sweeners.

Enemy Unit*

QUEEN OP 
BERMUDA 
whale 
catchers«

W.S.6.
FAULKNOR
FORESTER,

S«L«S,66, 
KENYA.
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MOST SECRET.

22. 2.1941. 
Saturday,

FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic. (Gontd.)

N.L.O Durban’s 1130/20. I consider 
results of survey of hulls machinery should 
be awaited before deciding to fit out 
vessels.
(S.N.O. Simonstown, 1314B/22 to Admty).
Your 1130/20*. Approved to take up NOBLE 
NORA, TRANSV^LIA, EGELAND and JOHN 
WILLIAMSON for conversion forthwith.
"LL" equipment will be fitted at Alexandria. 
Instructions re FAIR MAGDA, SILESIA and ODD 
v/ill be sent on receipt of report of survey. 
(D.M.S. 1355/22 to N.O.I.C. Durban).

D/F bearings at 0357/22 indicate surface 
unit within 300 miles of 020° S 010°
W. Reliability 40 per cent. Possible this 
is a bad fix of unit referred to in my 
1959/21.
(C. in C. S.A. 1351N/22 to 3 .A. Slat ion).

Please pass following to C.in C. S.A. 
repeated R.A-.S.A.D. (begins) Ref: 1926/15 
from Admty. Suggest one of OLE WEGGER's 
catchers be sent south with THORSHAMMER: in 
order that QUEEN OF BERMUDA may embark 
necessary staff in that catcher and send her 
to Deception Island to destroy oil tanks etc. 
(QUEEN OF BERMUDA, 1827Z/22 to N.O.I.C. 
Falkland Is.)

Departure1800/22. FAULKNOR and FORESTER 
in accordance v/ith C.in C. S.A. 1213/21. 
(S.O.(I) Freetown 1847N/22).

To strengthen escort of S.L.66 KENYA is to 
join convoy as far south as practicable as 
arranged by F.O.C.N.A. and provide escort 
as far as the R/V for inward A/S escort, 
proceeding thence to Plymouth.
(D.O.D.(F) 1914/22 to C.in C. S.A. 
F.O.C.N.A.)



WAR DIARY*

S.L.67.
ARETHUSA.

CORNWALL.

Mining of 
Suez Canal*

B.N.F.2.

French
Shipping.
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MOST SECRET.

22.2.1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
South Atlantic. (Contd.)

A.T. 1727/16. ARETHUSA is to take the 
place of KENYA as homev/ard escort for 
S.L.67.
(D.O.D.(F) 1915/22 to C.in C. S.A. F.O.C.N.A)

To he prepared for sea as rapidly as 
possible.
(D.O.D.(F) 2244/22 to C.in C. S.A.) 
Mediterranean.
Four enemy aircraft over canal between 
0400 and 0600/22. Some mines were laid. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal 0913/22 to Admty etc).

Convoy B.N.F.2. arrived Suez 22/2. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal, 1037/22).

Your 2021/20. UNIQUE reports having 
sighted 38 ships near Kerkenah Bank 
between 11th and 16th Feb. , of which 27 were 
merchant ships 8 probably and 2 definitely 
French. All v/ere darkened.
2. In view of difficulty of identification 
and consequent danger to French Ships 
suggest Vichy be instructed that we cannot 
guarantee safety of any merchant vessel 
outside French Territorial Waters in area 
between Cape Bon and Tripoli* unless we 
have previously been informed of her 
movements.
3. Marks of identification y/hether by day 
or by night cannot be relied upon owing to possibility of their being communicated, 
and certainty of their being seen and 
copied by the Italians.
4. It is for consideration to inform Vichy 
Govn. , ov/ing to persistent use by Italians, 
saftstity of French Territorial waters South 
of 035° 46’N., cannot in itself be regarded 
as a safe-guard for unidentified ships
of whose movements v/e have not been 
informed.
(C.in C. Med., 1112/22 to Admty).

'  (g o o !* /? ' /». ^
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Minesweeping.

Enemy-
Shipping.

CAPETOWN.

U.S.9.
rto M » e rj|Y f \
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MOST SECRET.

22. 2.1941. 
Saturday.

PORE I Gin STAiIONS.
Medi terranean. (Contd.)

Request information as to what width of 
channel can "be assumed cleared "by S.A.gear 
fitted in external box by one vessel also 
distance ahead of ship explosion is likely 
to occur.
(R.A.Alexandria, 1311/22 to Admty). 
Operational Summary No.257. Up to 1200 
22/2/1941. Night 21/22. 3 unidentified
enemy aircraft dropped 3 bombs in Suez Canal 
zone between Port Said and Ismailia and 1 
bomb near Shallufa. 1 mine dropped and 
exploded reservoir.
(H.Q. R.A.P. M.E. 1341/22).

My 0913/22. Considered 3 planes flew over 
canal and 4 mines were laid. One exploded 
on landing and a 2nd has been exploded by 
LL sweep. Three barrage balloons were in 
position and it was observed attacking planes 
swerved off on reaching their vicinity. Of 
mines laid on 18/2 two exploded on landing 
and one has been exploded by skid.
(S.E.N.O. Suez 1923/22 to Admty).

East Indies.

21 Italian and 9 German merchant ships 
believed to be at Massawa, 4 Italian and 1 
German at Assab. (D.S.536).

As soon as ready CAPETOWN is to proceed 15 
knots towards Seychelles.
(C.in C. E.I. 0234Z/22 to Force V).

Convoy U.S.9. arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Eombay, 0431Z/22).



WAR DIARY.

CANBERRA•

HERMES, 
EMERALD, 
search for 
raider*

KANIMBLA
orders
for
patrol*

RANCHI.

EANTAU- 
-PANDJANG, 
raider 
report*

Special
Movements
Forecast*
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MOST SECRET.

22.2*1941.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
East Indies. (Contd.)

Colombo departure 22/2, 0430Z, H.M.A.S. 
CANBERRA.
(S.C.(l) Colombo 0500/22).

HERMES and EME'lALD are to sail in 
company as soon as ready and proceed 18 
knots towards Agalega Island (010° 30’S., 
056° 30’£) searching for raider en route. 
(C.in C. E.I. 0540Z/22 to Force V).

KANIMBLA is to leave Durban as soon as 
possible and proceed to position (a) (? 
030°) S., 035® E, then patrol between 
positions (a) and (b) 022° 30’S., 040® E, 
speed 15 knots.
(C.in C. E.I. 0550Z/22).

KANIMBLA sailed in accordance with C.in C.E.I 
0550Z/22.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1149Z/22).

To nroceed at sneed of 15 knots tov/ards 
position 015® S^, 042® 20’E.
(C.in C. E.I. 0552Z/22 to RANCHI).

My 1746/21. Dutch ship RANTAUCPANDJANG 
made an R distress message at 0515 G.M.T. 
22nd in position 008® 24*S., 051® 35’E. 
Position GLASGOW at this time was aoprox. 
006® 50’S., 049® 50’£ GLASGOW has one 
Serviceable aircraft.
(C.in C. E.I. 0610Z/22 to E.I. Sadn.)
RANTAlCPANDJANG 2542 tons, Port Elizabeth 
and Durban for Sabang, Sumatra, Position 
about 280 E.S.E. of CANADIAN CRUISER’S 
position. (D.S.536).

Week ending 28/2.
(C.in C. E.I. 0612/22).
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WAR DIARY.

Convoy,

B.S.16,

Conditions
at
Kismayu.

KANDAHAR
CAPETOWN
EMERALD*

Pocket 
Battleship 
sighted hy 
GLASGOW. *

Troop
Transport*

■ t

MOST SECRET.

22.2.1941*
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
East Indies. (Contd.)

Convoy W£.5*B.X« arrived*
(N.C.S.O. East Africa, 0615Z/22).

Departures 0415Z FLAMINGO and 0615Z 
KINGSTON to join B.S.16.
(N*O.I.C. Port Sudan, 0742Z/21).

Reported as follows;
(1) Mtanga Island. 3 guns Armstrong 
appear serviceable with some ammunition.
2 magazines blown, 2 others appear 
serviceable. Water available in small 
quantities from shallow wells. Small 
concrete jetty. (2) Kismayu Island.
All guns and magazines demolished. Oil 
fuel pumping house, pipe line over water and 
large underground tank are apparently in 
good order. All oil has been let out, 
many spare parts available considered 
all could be put in order in 3 weeks.
(C.in C. E.I. 0746Z/22 to Admty).

Mombasa left 22/2. 0215 G.M.T. KANDAHAR
and 0730 G.M.T. CAPETOWN. Arrived 0515 
G.M.T. EMERALD.
(N.O.I.C. East Africa 0752Z/22 to C.in C.

«£-» » - *. Li o luxv. f- /
E.I)

Pocket Battleship sighted in position 008° 
30’S., 051° 35’E. at 0818Z course 120°
18 knots. My P.C. and S. are 007°
56’S., 051° 26’E. 120° 24 knots. In 
pursuit v/ith aircraft shadowing. Intend 
to attack by night and shadow by day. 
(GLASGOW 0944Z/22 to C.in C. E.I. Force V).

Your 2342/20. Can provide DILWARA, 
INDRAPOERA with U.S.9. NEURALIA required 
at Bombay.
(S.S.T.O. India 1013Z/22).

b y  * Q js y is y i/ ik  y -t^ rr^ c A  > i (m /ZZisaLifi

,2 ^ 3  -3 ).
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LEANDER.

CAPETOWN . 
KANDAHAR*

CANADIAN 
CRUISER* 
(Sunk 21/2*)

Force V 
Operations 
Against 
raider*

7 4 9
MOST SECRET.

22*2.1941*
Saturday*

FOREIGN STATIONS.
East Indies* (Contd.)

My 0700/16 on completing with fuel at 
Bombay LEANDER is to proceed 15 knots to 
position equator /54° E* Object is 
protection of (? shinping),
(C.in C. E.I. 1200Z/21 to LEANDER).

I?, t  — » v - J L ,  y j  I

My 0716/17. CAPETOWN to escort U.S.9£ 
(date) KA.NDAH4R to boiler clean at 
Mombasa on relief*
(C*in C. E.I. 1358Z/22) See Operations 
Volume, ^  u_ _

German official communique this morning 
claims that German naval forces sank 
British steamer CANADIAN CRUISER in the 
Indian Ocean*
(D.D.I.C. 1447/22 to C.in C. E.I.)

GLASGOW 0944/22* Ships on East Indies 
Station taking part in operation against 
this pocket battleship are known as Force V*
Approximate dispositions of Force V are
(a) GLASGOW, shadowing. Attacking only 
should favourable opportunity occur.
(b) CANBERRA proceeding from position 
005° 10’N. , 076° 40'E.at 1600 to position 
006°S* , 060oE„at 25 knots. (c) SHROPSHIRE 
from Brava at 1300 to 090° (7009°) S., 
054°*.at about 26 knots. (d) CAPETOWN
from 004° S. , 043° 20’E.at 1600 to Seychelles 
at 18 knots, (e) ENTERPRISE proceeding to 
fuel Mombasa due a.m./23. (f) CERES due
Mombasa a.m./23 ready for service a.m./25. 
(g) HERMES and EMERALD from Mombasa at 1315 
to 010° 30'3., 056° 40’E at 20 knots, 

are (? G.M.T.) 22/2.All times 
1500Z/22.)

GLASGOW’S 0944/22. AUSTRALIA may be used 
to hunt Raider leaving W.S.5.B. with 
HAWKINS only.
(V.C.N.S. 1620/22 to C.in C. E.I.)
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WAR DIARY,
22. 2. 1941* 
Saturdays

FOREIGN STATIONS.
East Indies, (Contd.)

SAVOIA, 
ADRIA ,
ERMINLA 
MAZELLI, 
MANON.

My 1852/17, para*2* (re prize proceedings 
at Bombay or Mombasa and delay of ratings 
return to U*K.) It v/ould be preferable for 
prize proceedings to be continued at Mombasa 
as in my 1627/15*
(D.T.D. 1705/22 to C.in C. E.I.)

DORSETSHIRE, GLASGOW'S 0944/22* If delay to force 
Z can possibly be accepted. (? suggest) 
DORSETSHIRE proceed forthy/ith at best 
speed to occupy area betv/een south 
Madagascar and Mauritius, Force Z proceeding 
direct to Durban to av/ait (?onward) escort, 
(G.in C. E.I. 1728Z/22 to Admty).

GLASGOW 0944Z/22* Suggest DORSETSHIRE 
send force Z to Durban and proceed to 
position to meet any move to southward and 
suoport GLASGOW as directed by C*in C. E*I* 
(C.in C. S.A. 1729N/22 to Admty). 1729/22 
repeated to N.O.I.C. Simonstov/n for 
information.
(C.in C. S.A. 2050/22).
Act as in C.in C. South Atlantic 1729N/22.
It can be accepted that Force Z will proceed 
to Durban unescorted,
(V.C.N.S. 2200/22 to DORSETSHIRE).
Take DORSETSHIRE under your orders,
(V.C.N.S. 2236/22 to C.in C. E.I.)

GLASGOW, 
lost touch. 
AUSTRALIA 
in Force V.

My 1500/22. GLASGOW aircraft lost touch 
(probably after refuelling) due to reduced 
visibility. Area to Eastv/ard and Northward 
v/as covered by subsequent search. GLASGOW 
had 60$ fuel remaining at 1400Z/22.
Conditions suitable for enemy to fuel at sea. 
AUSTRALLA proceeded from position Equator 04 
E., at 1600Z/22 towards 009° S. , 054°E at 
27 knots and is now in Force V.
Consideration being given to using 
proceedings given in my 1428/7, para, one 
(e) clause (i) to check raiders escape to 
the Southward,
(C.in C. E.I. 1804Z/22 to Admty). (n .B. see 
1940Z/22).
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22.8.1941.
WAR DIARY. Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
| ^  UJbtUt*
S c W  'r&vtye/' Pr**l-*^*

*-■
East Indies. (Contd.)

My 1804/22. A Bogus distress message will lx 
initiated by Mauritius W/T Station at 
0230Z/23. Ship's name used will be CITY OF 
AUCKLAND now at Colombo. Position 021°
28’S. , 052° 10'E will be used. Message as 
maae by Mauritius will be passed by L/T to 
Admiralty and N.O.I.C. Simonstown by C.in C* 
East Indies, prefixed X 329. N.O.I.C* 
SimonstoY/n is requested to warn N.O.I.C* 
Durban. East Indies Station Authorities 
have been informed.
(C.in C. E.I. 1940Z/22 to Admty).

(#
Convoy 
S.W. 5.A.

My 0947/17 RANGITIKI and ANSELM unable to 
sail S.W.5.A. ov/ing to engine trouble. 
Follov/ing ships S.W.5.A. will carry- personnel ex Egypt;ELIZABETH/VILLEJ Military 
?Mombasa 20, U.K. 20, 100 R.N. U.K. 140 
CITY OF LONDON, CITY OF CANTERBURY, R.A.F. 
250 each.(P.S.T.O. Egypt 1827/22 to C.in C. E.I.)

KANDAHAR
EMERALD
HERMES*

Mombasa arrived 22/2 0655 G.M.T. KANDAHAR. 
Mombasa left 22/2 1330 G.M.T. EMERALD 
H.M.S. HERMES.(N.O.I.C. E.Africa 1920Z/22 to C.in C. E.I.)

Q
LEANDER. (?Cancel) my 1200/21. LEANDER is to leave 

Marmagoa at dusk 23/2 and proceed to 
Colombo arriving 0230Z/25.
(C.in C. E.I. 1942Z/22 to LEANDER).

C—*—u. . » /> J S_3

VERA.

China.

Cancel my 0759/17. VERA arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Singapore 0203/22).



War Diary.

TKBLAWNfcT 
attacked 
by raider.

MOST SBC

FOREIGN STATIONS.

22.2.1941.
Saturday.

America & West Indies.

S.S. TRELAWNjfY (Bfitish, 4689 tons) 
being fired on by warship raider 1325Z, 
position 047° 12'N. O k &  13*W. Three 
aircraft diverted to search out and attack. 
(C.O.A.C., Halifax 1019/22 to 0. in C.
A.W.I) (Note; see following signal for 
position).
1325 G.M.T. S.S.S TRELAWN^Y sent out RRRR 
position 4712N 40.1} W. being fired on 
by warship. Cape Race reports deliberate 
jamming of this signal. Three aircraft 
which were already on search for missing 
aircraft have been diverted to search out 
and attack enemy warship.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1126/22 to Admty, C. in C. 
A.W.I).
C.O.A.C. Halifax 1019/22. Use your dis
cretion whether to send NEWARK and WELLS 
to co-operate with aircraft.
(C. in C. A.W.I. 1202/22 to F.0. 3.B.S)
My 1126/22. Cape Race reports TRELAWNtfY 
repeated previous signal at 1^55 GMT. 
very approximate bearing 87 1/2 degrees 
same interference series of short dashes 
made by powerful quench gap.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1216/22 to Admty).
My 1019/22. Aircraft unable to reach 
area during daylight. Weather and 
visibility unfavourable.
(C.O.A.C. Halifax 1552/22 to C. in C.A.W.I). 
Your 1202/22. As NEWARK is unserviceable 
and weather forecasts unfavourable 
considered it undesirable to send WELLS 
alone.
(F.0.3 B.S. 1630/22 to C.in C. A.W.I).
My 1126/22. Resolution Island reports 
receiving RRRR messages over period 
1321 to 1605G.M.T. First two messages 
received through deliberate attempts at 
jamming. All later MSGS completely 
jammed both by spark and M C W sometimes 
simultaneous. As bearings were identical 
this may be two transmitters on same 
vessel. Bearings obtained (details). 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1754/22 to Admty C. in C. 
A.W.I).

/H.X. 110
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War Diary.

h.x. no.
S • G • 2_5 • 
stragglers.

Trinidad
defences.

Examination 
of mails.

Shipping.

SEVERN 
S.G. 22.

SKAGERAK. 
KING LUD.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies, (contd).
My 13U9/13* Were instructions in para 2. 
given to ships of H.H. 110?
(D.T.D. 1310/22 to N.G.S.O. Bermuda).
My 1^9/13. Were instructions in paragraph 
2 given to ships of H.X. 110 and S.G. 23? 
(D.T.D. 1311/22 to G.O.A.G. Halifax).

Your 1602/8. Approved to disclose position 
of anti-submarine fixed defences at 
Trinidad, under seal of secrecy, to 
Naval or Military Officers of United 
States already there.
(Head of M. 1553/22 to G. in G. A.W.l).

Your 1002/25/1. (Re examination of mail 
from Portuguese and Spanish ships).
So far these ships have all had Navicerts 
so have "been exempt from call at Bermuda. 
Enquiries "being made at Washington whether 
any mails have in fsct "been landed from 
them. If you have any evidence of this 
please report details.
D.E.W.D. 1732/22 to 0. in G. A.W.l). flO.

up to j};? v». except that procedure is
not to "be used if surface raiaer is "believed
to "be in North Atlantic.
(D.T.D. 1737/22 to R.A.3).

Re. 1752/17 from G. in G. A.W.l. just 
received. SEVERN was ordered to leave 
convoy S.G. 22 "before dark 21/2 or in 
25°W. whichever was earlier and is returning 
to Halifax "by shortest route south of 
convoy routes.
(B.S.3 1923/22 to Admty).

New Zealand.
SKAGERAK refloated. Surveyor reports ship 
dry and seaworthy. KING LUD refloated 
"but survey not yet made.
(Customs, Suva 0300Z/22 to S.O.I. Wellington 
N.Z).
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War Diary.

ATLAS.
SAVONA.
BELLONA.

TANNENFELS

PASUBIO.

METEOR.

INTEGRITAS 
OARSO. 
MARGHERA. 
DURMITOR. 
DUCA DEGLISomalia:—

754

22.2.191+1.Saturday.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
21/2 departures ATLAS Lisbon SAVONA 
for Marseilles arrivals BELLONA. 
(Valencia 1520/22).

See Italian Merchant Ships.

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
Arrived at Susak 19/2 from Trapani, Sicily. 
(D.S. 536).

Tanker, left Cagliari 19/2 for Tripoli, 
believed loaded with aviation spirit.
(D.S. 536).

//• ?'*•
515* * My lli|ft/21yFourth ship now identified
as INTEGRITAS.
Condition of ships as follows

ABRUZZI. INTEGRITAS Poor condition awash
CARSO Excellent condition flooded aft
MARGHERA Fair condition awash.
DURMITOR, Yugo Slav Good condition afloat.
Considered that all ships could be salved.
Two lighters are at present being used 
and some others may be made serviceable.
My 1026/17. Two ships unaccounted for, 
therefore, would be certainly DUCA DEGLI 
ABRUZZI and either YAMAYURI MARU or 
SOMALIA probably latter. I consider that 
MONCALIERI was never there.
Extract of UCKERMARK prisoner states that 
TANNENFELS sailed 1750/50.
(C. in C. E.I. 075U2/22).
* Re Scuttled Ships, .
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War Diary.

SCOTTISH 
STANDARD 
(Bomb ed~~21/2, 
torpedoed 22/2).

BLACK OSPREY, 
(torpedoed 18/2).

1531.

Estimated U/B 
dispositions.

2 2 . 2 . m i .Saturday.
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.
My 1910. After R/V with NORTHERN SPRAY 
proceed in company to assistance of 
SCOTTISH STANDARD (British Tanker 6,999 tons) 
in position 59° 18'N. 16° 12'W. at 0930/21. 
MONTGOMERY is standing hy.
(F.O.I.G. Greenock 0015/22 to ST. OLAVES, 
THAMES).
SCOTTISH STANDARD torpedoed twice at 
12+50Z, sinking slowly in position 131*
59°N., 17°W.
(MONTGOMERY 1707/22 to C. in C. W.A).
Correct 1707/22 re torpedoing of SCOTTISH 
STANDARD to read T.0.0. 1500/22.
(MONTGOMERY, No T.0.0./22,.
My 0015/22. SCOTTISH STANDARD has sunk. 
Proceed forthwith imposition 59° 58fN.,
12° 22*W. at 12+55 "today. PICOT^EE 
standing "by. NORTHERN SPRAY acknowledge. 
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1858/22 to THAMES,
ST. OLAVES, NORTHERN SPRAY).

Eleven survivors from BLACK OSPREY 
torpedoed and sunk in Atlantic on Tuesday 
18/2 have "been landed at Barry from 
S.S. MOSDALE.
(N.O.I.C. Barry 13 0̂/22, to Admty).

Submarines Reported.
Convoy H.X. 108 was probably sighted and 
reported by U Boat at 1531/22.
(D.D.I.C. 1655/22 to MAYFLOWER, SNOWBERRY).

German.
One to northward of Shetlands probably 
homeward bound.
One 60° - 6l° N. 15° - 17° W.
One 60 miles of 58° N. 18° 30*W.
One 60 miles of 56° 50’ N. 20° 30'W.
One 90 miles of 53° 30'N. 18° 30'W.
One 90 miles of 53° N. 23° W.
One about 2+9° N. possibly about 27° W. 
en route Lor lent.
One about 2+7° N. 6° W. en route Lorient. 
Italian.
2 in North Western Approaches may be between 
52+° N. and 58° N.E. of 17° W.
2 in Bay of Biscay 2+6° - 2+7° 30'N. 6° - 9°
W. probably patrolling.
3 others at sea.
(D.D.I.C. 1307/22).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
1015. Have dropped 2 (two) patterns of 11+ on

possible contact in position O560 19fN. 
007° 5 9’W. and am now searching with 
PIORUN till nightfall unless otherwise 
required.
(HURRICANE, 1015/22 to C. in C. W.A).

Have attacked firm contact 6 depth charges 
no evidence of destruction, contact now 
lost searching position 131 59° N., 17° W. 
(MONTGOMERY, 1550Z/22 to A.C.W.A).
Your 1550/22 and my 1951+/22. Continue 
hunt until daylight and then rejoin 
Convoy unless otherwise ordered.
(C. in C. W.A. 2007/22 to MONTGOMERY).

1650. Attacking submarine 59.18 N., ll+o2 W.
(PERIWINKLE, 1630/22 to Portrush).
WITCH is proceeding with despatch to assist 
PERIWINKLE with hunt.
(WANDERER 1845/22 to C. in C. W.A).

1550.
v? . . 5 £o“t
S'T'AnSAR'Z*

A */* •

'ISA

Unless in contact with ’U ’ Boat proceed 
forthwith and endeavour to locate Convoy.
(C. in C. W.A. 2159/22 to WITCH, MONTGOMERY, 
PERIWINKLE).
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War Diary. 23,2.1941.
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

A s m /z i a l HIPPER. Preliminary reports of photographic R.C.
of Brest this morning show the^HIPPER eiass 
(cruiser) still in dry dock. The dock is dry. 
JACKAL, KIPLING and KASHMIR returned to 
Plymouth this morning.

British Air Activity.

ABMiftAk
Wellingtons last night attacked the^HIPPER 
sabMK (.cruiser) in Brest.
An attempt to bomb the cruiser this evening 
failed owing to the weather.
Specially equipped Whitley aircraft carried 
out an A/S patrol of 60 miles radius with 
centre 300 miles west of Cape Wrath from 
1100 to dusk today.

Enemy Air Activity.

No attacks on shipping are reported today 
CAMERON, bombed and sunk at Portsmouth on 
5/12, was successfully refloated today.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mining.
I N T H l P l X  > I M P iI L *IVt

Operation G.T. M M M  escorted by 
this morning from

S’ M.c.a.'s
(straye^e sailed 
imouth to lay mines

off Havre. Bomber Command were asked to 
provide a bombing diversion, but were unable 
to do so. S«—  /> .;4 6 .

The Tyne was opened at 1500 today after 
some mines had been detonated.

Swansea Is still closed, as many mines 
appear to have been laid in the Approach 
Channel. Sweeping operations are impeded 
as some sweepers are in South Dock, the 
gates of which were damaged by air attack 
recently and cannot be opened at present.
Five mines have been exploded, and */• 
Trawlers ERIMO and INVERFORTH were seriously 
damaged by one explosion and Trawler 
TEWARA slightly damaged.

S.S. SHOAL FISHER was sunk by a mine this 
morning off Falmouth.

Mines were exploded off Spurn Point today.
The Humber will no longer be closed at night.

Tees and Hartlepool were closed this evening. 
Blyth is open.

Minefield off R.A. (M) considers he has established the 
Iceland. cause of the trouble recently experienced

Mines were detonated in the Thames Estuary 
and off Liverpool.
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Operation 
nMAR 2n 
TERROR 
damaged.

23.2.1941. 
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Operations against Vichy French.

S.S. P.L.M. 13 and LORIENT (intercepted by 
MARSDALE 18/2) arrived at Gibraltar this 
morning under armed guard.
Information has been received that in 
consequence of our capture of French merchant 
ships the French intend to use Allied ships 
held at Dakar and Casablanca.

■North Atlantic.

RESOLUTION left for U.K. today.

South Atlantic.

CLEMATIS today attacked a contact in 
11° 56’ N. 17° 51* W.

Mediterranean.
This operation is now in progress (attack on 
Casteloritzo Island)
TERROR was bombed off Derna this evening and 
received further damage (see 24/2)
Enemy aircraft attacked Tobruk at dawn today, 
but no damage was caused.
C.in C. Med. reports that at 0630/19 
9 aircraft attacked COVENTRY, VOYAGER, and 
corvettes off Benghazi, but caused no damage.

/ Mining of Suez Canal
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War Diary.

wining of 
Suez Canal.

Operation
M.C.8.

Libyan 
bases•

Search for
pocket
battleship.

MOST SECRET.

23.2.1941.
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean. (Contd.)

A tug towing a skid was slightly damaged by 
the explosion of a mine in the Suez Canal 
today. Progress in clearing the Canal is 
disappoint ing.

C.in C. Med. reports that this operation 
was completed successfully. CLAN MACAULAY 
was bombed, one bomb passing through her 
funnel. Other attacking aircraft formations 
were evidently searching for the convoy or 
battle fleet but failed to locate them, 
passing close astern.

It has been necessary to withdraw all ships 
from Benghazi owing to inadequacy of A.A. 
and lack of fighter protection which results 
in German aircraft being very little hampered 
on the coast of Cyrenaica. 5 or 6 a/c have 
been shot down, including one torpedo aircraft 
by PEONY. The Army is now being supplied by 
land from Tobruk.

East Indies.

CERES and ENTERPRISE arrived at Mombasa at 
0455 G.M.T. today.

Fresh instructions were today issued to 
Force V and SHROPSHIRE.
EMERALD and HERMES, supported by SHROPSHIRE 

to sweep to the S.E., passing 100 miles 
north of Madagascar. AUSTRALIA is to sweep 
at 27 knots towards Mauritius from south 
of the Seychelles. GLASGOW is to search up 
to 250 miles to the eastward of Madagascar. 
CAPETOWN Is to patrol to the north eastward 
of the Seychelles.
DORSETSHIRE is to return to Force Z; the 
latter is not to enter Durban.

/ It is reported •  • •
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Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

East Indie3 . (Contd.)

It is reported that 250 British seamen 
recently landed at Mogadishu are in camp 
at Mer^a.

The Admiralty propose that merchant 
shipping should be routed closer to the 
East African coast, as raiders in the 
Indian Ocean have so far abstained from 
operations near coastal waters.

H.M. Ships bombarded Brava today. 
A Glenn Martin co-operated.
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War Diary.

Fire at
Unseen
Targets.

n Ii*g<lh.

Scapa.

RODNEY.
MATABELE.
ESKIMO.
TARTAR.

CHURCHILL.

STURGEON.

HOME COMMANDS.

23- 2.1941. Sunday.

Policy.
Admiralty 1857/20. Concur that fire at 
unseen targets in Home waters "be restricted 
to ships fitted with R D/F which responds 
to I.F.F.
2. I do not agree with the suggestion that 
the nature of such fire should be restricted 
to standard barrage. This greatly hampers 
protection of convoys, puts ships at 
serious disadvantage because of the rapid 
rate of change of bearing usually associated 
with short range, and checks development 
of any more efficient procedure.
(C. in C. H.F. 0034/23).

Defence of U.K.
At 1130/23 (D.C. 1154/23) 
At 2330/23 (D.C. 2359/23)

Progress Report - 23rd February, 1941. 
(R.A. Scapa 2015/23).

Movements.
Arrived Scapa. 
(A.C.O.S. 0444/23).

Your 0110. It is of vital importance 
that you rendezvous with T.C.9 in accordance 
with my 1125/23 and the amount of assistance 
rendered t<5*MANISTEE must be dependent on 
this.
(C. in C. W.A. 0656/23 to CHURCHILL).

 ̂ A — _ / .  7 S 7

Left Methil 0700 for Blyth.
(C. in C. Rosyth 0738/23).
STURGEON estimated off Holy Isle 1200 
proceeding Blyth. SUNFISH leaves Blyth 
about 1700 northward. *3 * ■■ *-4«. i^+el-A— j*
(C. in C. Rosyth 1400/23 to ERIDGE, MENDIP, 
COREOPSIS).
Do not proceed inside 20 fathom line until 
further orders.
(S.6. 1155/23 to STURGEON).
Expect to meet ERIDGE, COREOPSIS, and MENDIP 
proceeding from Tyne northwards.
(S.6. 1422/23 to STURGEON) ;

/AURORA
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War Diary.

AURORA..

KELVIN.

SUNFISH.

OLYMPUS.

RESOLUTION.
JACKAL.
KASHMIR.
KIPLING.

0 . 21 .
0. 23.

Northern
Patrol.

SURCOUF.
THUNDERBOLT.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements, (contd). 
Arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 091+6/23).

It will be impossible for men of war to 
use D/G range in Humber for at least a 
week. Propose sailing KELVIN at 1600 to-day 
Sunday to Scapa for ranging there on 
passage to Plymouth.
(F.0. Humber 0959/23).
Your 0959. Approved. (D.O.D.H. 151+2/23 
to F.O. Humber).

Capt (S) 6 221+5/22. My 1317/22. SUNFISH 
will not now join you. On completion of 
Submarine Dive proceed execution previous 
orders.
(S.9. 1009/23 to WHITE BEAR).

Your 1252/22. JACKAL, KASHMIR, KIPLING 
will relieve DUNCAN and VELOX in (position) 
at 1100 sailing from Plymouth p.m. /2l+th 
Z - 1/27-
(C. in C. Plymouth 1331+/23).

Dutch submarine 0 21 and 0 23 sailed in 
accordance with my'v'1031/21. Submarine* 
will call Holyhead on passage. Probable 
time of arrival on North Atlantic Station, 
0.23 1900 B.S.T. 5/3, Q21 1600 B.S.T. 6/3- 
(S.9. 1^+01/23). N rr. » w.a .

Trawler lines tonight. 1+ Trawlers. 
(A.C.O.S. 1526/23).

My 1810/19. E.T.A. SURCOUF about 3/3* 
THUNDERBOLT about 5/3* No Q.J.A. Messages 
held.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 1531/23 to C.O.A.C. 
Halifax).

/Submarines
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Movements. (contd).
Submarines Positions at 0800/21+ and movements for 

following 21+ hours.
(F.O.S. 151+6/23 and 1908/23).

BRILLIANT.
SUNFISH.
MOLLUSC.

My li+07/23. Amend rendezvous to read 
"Off 22 Buoy at 0200/22+".
(C. in C. H.F. 1637/23 to BRILLIANT).
My 1510/23. Amend as follows: BRILLIANT to R/V with MOLLUSC and SUNFISH at number 
22 buoy at 0200/21+. MOLLUSC then to return 
to Blyth.
(C. in C. Rosyth 171+2/23).

SKEENA.
ST. LAURENT.

Sailed as by C. in C. W.A. 1911/21 routed 
as in C. in C. W.A. 1015/23* E.T.A. Halifax 1+/3.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 1903/23).

5th M/S F. Sailed. (N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 2230/23).

9th M/S F. My 2003/10 para 5* 9th M.S.F. should not be sailed until receipt of further instructions.
(D.M.S. 2327/23 to A.C.O.S).

Operations.
Operation 
Q. A.

Operation QA will be carried out tonight 
from 2030 to 2230. (C. in C. Nore 0951/23). Operation Q.A. to-night 2030 to 2230.
(C. in C. Nore 0959/23 to VORTIGERN, 
W00LST0N).Operation QA is cancelled for tonight 
Sunday. (C. in C. Nore 1936/23).

Search for Aan/fcAt. 
/Cruiser,)

Arrived 0900 JACKAL, KIPLING, KASHMIR. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 1010/23).

Patrol off 
Berry Head.

My 0800/21+. Western Channel night report 
add two M. L' s D art mouth 1830/23 to patrol 
in vicinity 135 Berry Head 1 5.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1628/23).

Operation N. C. Add to my 1306. Operation N.C. will be 
carried out Zero Hour 2015*
(V.A. Dover 1801/23).
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Patrols.

I#

Patrol * E u .*b *.* .± ' SSMBSE.

Own. A/C 
fired on 
at Lowestoft.

BARON RENFREW. 
(Bombed 28/1)7

Swansea. 
(Air Raid 
21/22).

H  °  3 n 't

h o l e c o m m a n d s .

23. 2.191+1. 
Sunday.

British Air Activity.

Following patrols are being flown to-day: sate® "sc**.}*', ess?. •• u.n%fc\
IP - OP flown PM only.

Cross over between 60° N. l+° 50’V/. and 
60° 1+0’N. 6° W. from 0900 until 2100.
(C. in C. Rosyth 0816/23)*

Brest dawn reconnaissance unsuccessful 
owing to weather conditions. Further 
attempt being made.
(D.D.I.C. 1032/23 to F.O. Force H).

My 0816/23 cross over patrol has now been 
cancelled. (C. in C. Rosyth 11+50/23).

My 0002/1/1 and my 1016/13/2. Add an A/S 
Patrol to be flown by a Whitby A/C by 
day or by night periodically through the 
following positions. (C. in C. Rosyth 
2255/23) See Summaries Folder.

Admiralty’s 23U7/1U/2. Ships in Harwich 
Sub Command/might possibly have been ?<. 
concerned neither took part in or saw 
anything of incident. 1600 Ends.
(C. in C. Nore 1917/23).

Enemy Air Activity.

Proceed as soon as ready to Loch Lanaich 
Ross of Mull to assist Tug SCHELDE to 
tow BARON RENFREW to Rothesay Bay. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 091+5/23 to MASTADONTE)

Water operating gates of South Dock lost 
and cannot be replaced locally. 
Arrangements in hand to provide it, and 
hoped to operate gates for morning tide 
tomorrow. Other Docks unaffected. 2 
U.X. Bombs in Dock Area are being dealt 
with. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1207/23).

/KINGSTON
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HOME COMMANDS.

KINGSTON HILL. 
(Bombed 22/2).

Enemy Air Activity. (Contd).
Remain as escort to KINGSTON HILL with 
NORTHERN SPRAY.
(C. in C. W.A. 1234/23 to PICOTEE).ST. OLAVES and NORTHERN SPRAY have found 
KINGSTON HILL. Report your p.c. and s. 
if you are not in Company.
(P.0.I.C. Greenock 1239/23 to THAMES). KINGSTON HILL in tow position 058° 035’ N. 
011° 29’W. course and speed 110° 3 knots. 
Making for Minches. THAMES closing to 
assist. (ST. OLAVES 1345/23).

Convoy P.S. Fighters have been despatched to the 
assistance of Convoy 
(Rosyth 1452/23).

Harwich
Area.

Mining.
1 magnetic mine detonated by LL trawlers 
at 0415 in 51° 50.3’ N. 1° 32.8' E.
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 0937/23).

Operation G.T. Operation G.T. paragraph five. Cover 
will be provided by motor gunboats. Five 
motor gunboats from Fowey and five from 
Dartmouth will sweep down to French Coast 
about 15 miles either side of destroyer. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 1116/23).
Sailed INTREPID, IMPULSIVE, Motor gunboats 
58. 59. 60. 6l. (S 0) 64.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1915/23).

Tyne. At 1858/22 and 1900/22 respectively one 
Red Mine detonated in 047° from North Tyne 
Pier Light 5-g- cables.
(N.O.I.C. North Shields 1158/23, 1159/23)- At 1942/22 one Green Mine detonated in 
057° North Pier Light 2 cables.
(N.O.I.C. North Shields 1203/23).At 1020/23 one Green Mine detonated in 
096° North Tyne Pier Light, 12 cables.
(N.O.I.C. North Shields 1224/23).
Port of Tyne open. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 1501/23)

/Swansea
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Swansea.
5 Mines exploded 
SRI MO.
I1TVERF0RTH
seriously
damaged.
TEV/ARA
slightly
damaged.

Operation 
ZME. 20.

Falmouth.

SHOAL F IS H E R .

Spurn Point.

Blyth.

Humber.

Tees.
Hartlepool.

Thames Estuary.

767

HOME COMMANDS.

23. 2.19U1. Sunday.

Mining.(contd).
Port is still closed as many mines appear 
to have been laid in Approach Channel. 
Sweeping Operations somewhat impeded as 
some sweepers are in South Dock and cannot 
get out at present. Five mines have been 
exploded. S/A Trawlers ERIMO and INVERFORTH 
seriously damaged by one explosion, S/A 
Trawler TEWARA slightly damaged.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1207/23).

Particulars. To be carried out on night 
of 2k/2 or as soon after as practicable. 
(V.C.N.S. 1318/23).

Red Mine detonated at 0807/23 in 50° 7 ’ 
35" H. 5° 1 ’ 10" W.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1 5 W 2 3 ) .

(British, 696 Tons) Sunk by mine in 50° 
10’ 20" IT. U° k9 ’ 50" W. at 111+0/23- All 
crew rescued by H.M.T. SIR JOHN LISTER.
2 slight casualties.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 162U/23).

The two following mines exploded to-day. 
(F.O. Humber 1752/23).

Port of Blyth open. (N.O.I.C. Blyth 1825/23).

Cancel my 1015/6/2. (re proposed daily 
closing) (F.O. Humber 1831/23).

Ports of Tees and Hartlepool closed owing 
to suspected enemy minelaying.
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 2116/23).

Green Mine detonated by S.A. gear at 1931/23 
in 290°. Shivering Sand Buoy 5 cables.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 2150/23).

/Liverpool
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Mining (contd),
Liverpool. Mine detonated by L.L. in 010° Bar Light

Vessel 1.25 miles.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 2214/23).

S.N, 7A, 
S.N. 7B. 
S.N. 68A.

Consider cause of trouble in S.N. 7a, 7b 
and 68a to be established by my 
investigation. Have accordingly advised 
D.T.M. of my recommendations and requested 
assistance. If adequate action is talcen 
elsewhere I can be ready for service prior 
to date C. in C. H.F. can provide cover. 
(R.A.(M) 2340/23 to Adty).
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 ̂ Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS,
Enemy Intelligence.

French
Coast.

Between 1216 and 1335 yesterday in 
excellent visibility several R boats or 
rescue craft were seen off the French Coast. 
It appeared that they were using smoke, 
possibly in connection v/ith rescue duties.
There was considerable air activity. 
(V.A.Dover, 1134/23).

HIPPER
/ CruiserJ 
at Erest.

Preliminary reports of phot ogi^-chic 
reconnaissance on 23.2.41 show ̂ ne^hippsR 
G3sam& (cruiser) still in dry dock at Brest. 
The dock is dry.
(D.D.I.C. 1500/23).

Kiel
Canal
and
other
intelligence.

It appears that Kiel Canal is still 
obstructed, apart from ice. It has been 
previously reported that Canal is still 
partly blocked by INGA and is passable 
only by ships under 4000 tons.
(N.I.D. Comment on N.A.Stockholm 1137/23) 
See Lion Copy.

Your 0025/21. This must have been freak 
reception as ship mentioned is known to have 
been in Ealtic on 19th February.
(D.N.I. 1550/23 to C.in C. W.A.)

Off
Ohrestadt.

STURGEON reports on 9/2 following shipping 
sighted passing 5 miles off shore off 
Obrestadt.
(S.6. 2022/23),

Unidentified
Ships.

Indication of unidentified ships 235° 
Dungeness 17 miles at 2200.
(V.A.Dover 2201/23 to BLENCATKRA).
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From N»A* S t  ockholm«

E S S A G E IN
1137/237Fe bruary. 

Date 24 «2041,

In ter-departm en ta l Cypher 9 
by Cable

- / -------------------------------------------------------- -- -------------------

Time 0135a
R e -c ir c u la t io n

Addressed D .N .I .

1# (a ) due to  severe ic in g  o f harbours, ra ilw a y  d iso rga n iza tio n
and necessary r e s t r ic t io n s  cot,uerc i^ l sh ipp ing in  the B a lt ic  and 
No**th Sea is  now almost at a stands®1IU Baone®

(b ) German shipowners ve ry  r e c e n t ly  asked by Danish 
Government to  3hip coa l North  Sea p o rts  to Denmark® Though 
o f fe r e d  generous compensation aga in st ic e  r is k s  they  d ec lin ed  on 
grounds that German Government had now forb idden  th e ir  ships to 
lea ve  German p o rts*  Endeavour made by Danish ve ss e ls  to bring 
co a l to  E sb jerg  a id  thence by r a i l  to  Copenhagen and Eastern ports  
was unsuccessful® A two*

(c )  Germans have ju s t admitted to  p res id en t Danish Shipowners 
A ssoc ia tion  th e ir  serious la ck  of sm all v e s s e ls  up to  500 tons, in  
consequence Danes informed that th e ir  small v e s s e ls  are now 
req u ired  to  lea ve  coal trade fo r  B a lt ic .  A.2*

(d ) Commercial rep a ir  f a c i l i t i e s  at German p o rts  now 
n on -ex is ten t owing to yards being f u l l y  occupied w ith  nava l work. B2.

(? e )  Germans have informed Danish shipowners th a t to  augment 
tonnage requ ired  f o r  certa in  s p e c if ie d  purposes Dutch ve ss e ls  se ized  
in  p r iz e  may be brought* Evidence o f  2 v e sse ls  coming under 
Danish F la g  through the medium o f  the Hypothek Bank* A. 2.

( f )  C erta in  German vesse ls  now a t  Stockholm ordered to  return 
to  German ports  by March 15th. 2 Masters have in tim ated  crews
they expect to be moved westward la t e r  on and that crews o f  
occupied coun tries  are to be d ischarged . B.3,

2* K e i l  Canal. German shipowners informed Government th a t 
even when the ic e  c lea rs  Canal can on ly  take v e ss e ls  to  1800 tons.
I t  w i l l  be reserved  fo r  naval requirem ents fo r  some weeks anyhow. Be20

?3* Danish waters main t r a f f i c  norm ally as fo llo w s :
(a ) L i t t l e  B e lt .  E n t ir e ly  German ve ss e ls  m ostly ca rry in g  

l i v e  oxen and p igs  from Kold ing to German P o rts *  Many sm aller 
^ sh ip s  rou ted to  the westward o f Aalto and Alsen* Now e n t ir e ly  fro zen  
w by th ick  ic e .

Great B e lt .  Warships and small tankers* Now c lo sed , 
but could be fo rc e d  by ic e  breakers open to fe r r y  s e r v ic e  on ly  
March 21st.

(c )  Sound. See my p e r io d ic a l r e p o r ts . Both fe r r y  s e rv ic e s  
now op era tin g . A*2*

4- B r it is h  m ining c f Danish waters had best success la s t

Au tumn ooo . o . o .

/
’ T -
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AutumQo Complete d e ta ils  shortly,

1437/23,

NoIoDq Commonto
F,ara!>2_B I t  has been prev iou sly  reported  that

the Canal is  s t i l l  p a r tly  blocked by the 
INGA and passable only by ships o f under 
4,000 tpiiso I t  seems that apart from 
ice  the canal is  s t i l l  obstructed .

- 2-
<1

o

V .C .N .s.
a.c,n. s, ( f)
a. c.n. s. ( t)
0 ,s ,0 ,  to  1st s . l , 
ops s ( 4)
0, D o ( 5 ;
0 ,1 .0 ,  ( 2)
D.NoI. (4)
D0SuD,9,j •
DoEs'/iDo ( 3 ) 
D.D,0,Do(M>
D.N-.M nvtjgfr
1. P. (3)

4
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Coastal
Convoys.

/
HOMS COMMANDS. 
Shipping and Convoys.

W.N.88. Position. (STELLA POLARIS 0230/23). 
Arrived, 1615. (N.C.S.O. Methil 1646/23).

F.N.14. If. in - 7 ships for Tyne diverted Humber, 
(WESTMINSTER 0930/23). Your 0930 Sunderland ships to be diverted to Tees. 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1115/23). List. 
(N.C.S.O. Humber 1140/23). Numbers from 
Tyne. (C.in C. Rosyth 1252/23),E.T.A. (WESTMINSTER 1530/23). List to 
join. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1802/23).

F.S.l^. Lf Absentees. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 0951/23)
25 ships. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 0952/23).
2 ships. (N.C.S.O. Humber 1710/23).1 ship from Humber. (C.in C. Rosyth 2353/23)

F.N.12A. A+-/2.A Absentees. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 0953/23). 
Arrived 1630. (N.C.S.O. Methil, 1644/23).

F.S.'ITA. i+ i'j A Wash ships arrived. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1006/2 Position, 25 ships for London.
(N.C.S.O. Thames, 1213/23). Arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames, 1804/23).

F.S. Ifio^T Additional slow convoy from Methil 2000/23. 
Escorts. Code, "Merit". (C.in C. Rosyth, 
1030/23) Sailed 2000, 27 ships.
(N.C.S.O. Methil, 2021/23).

12 M A ’s. Code "Chain". (C.in C. Portsmouth 1057/23). (N.C.S.C. Portsmouth, 1247/23).
Sailed. (C.in C. Portsmouth, 1906/23).
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23.2.1941,
WAR DIARY. Sunday.

Coastal 
Convoys. 
(Contd.)

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

W.N.89. 1 ship for. (N.C.S.O. Lyness, 1101/23).
List and destinations. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 
1227/23). Sailed W.N.89 (0) 1645/23. 
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 1701/23 and List, 1705/23).

E.N.75 U. Arrived (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1105/23).

0 • B •C• 290« 0245/24. VANQUISHER escort, 2 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 1115/23).

F.S.bTA. ̂  i'ja 
F.S. 18. Li 10 
F • S • ̂"Q. 4 1 p.N.ie. Lf.iL 
C.E.26.

Movements. (C.in C. Nore, 1200/23).

E.N.76. Ships for inclusion in 0.B.291. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1251/23) Sailed 
1630/23. Escorts. 15 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Methil 1809/23) List. 
(1811/23).

P • S # 19< i* 1 Cy Numbers from Tyne. (C.in C. Rosyth 1251/23) 
Sailed 1500. (1510/23). SHELDRAKE additional 
escort. (P.O.I.C. Harv/ich 1517/23).
No Humber ships. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1711/23). 
List and destinations. (P.O.I.C. Tyne, 
1801/23).

Channel. Portsmouth night movements. 
(C.in C. Portsmouth, 1433/23).



WAR DIARY.

Coastal 
Convoys, 
(Contd.)
F • S • • i+1 a
F.N.14. * ilf. 
E.N.76.

P.N, 11, a

E.N.77.
W.N.90.

C.E.26*

F.N. and 
P.S.

Q.B.C. 290.

11 M A ' s .

Rosyth.

772
MOST SECRET.

23,2.1941.
Sunday,

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping: and Convoys, (Contd.)

Movements. (C.in C. Rosyth, 1510/23),

Non-Arrival. (N.C.S.O. Methil, 1520/23).

GLEANER additional A/A escort, 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1530/23).

Sailed 1501/23. (C.in C. Portsmouth 1613/23) 
List (1617/23).

Additional escorts. (F.O.I.C. Harwich, 
1832/23).

2154/23. 17 ships. (N.C.S.O. Clyde 2210/23).

Escorts. (N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 2304/23).

Movements. (C.in C. Rosyth, 2359/23).



773
MOST SECRET. 

23.2,1941.
WAR DIARY. Sunday.

Ocean
Convoys.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shi-D-ping and Convoys. (Contd.)

H.G.53.
I

Local Escorts. (LEAMINGTON 0915/23). 
EMPIRE WARRIOR arrived, (N.C.S.O. Oban, 
2146/23).

H.X.107. FRONTENAC and ANN STATHATOU not arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Belfast, 1053/23). H.X.107 U - 1 arrival. (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1209/23).
1 arrival. (n .CLC. Barry, 1355/23).

H.X.108. 2 destinations. (D.O.D.(H) 1113/23).

0.G.54. 2300/25. 12 ships. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 
1155/23).

S 65• CAMITO to escort. 
(V.A.N.P. 1158/23).

? Not met. MONTGOMERY and PERIWINKLE in company. Searching,
(WANDERER 1200/23).

B.K.X.112. List and destinations. 
(N.C.S.O. Bermuda, 1201/23).

0.B.290. List and destinations. (N.C.S.O. Mersey, 
1340/23). Sailed 1252/23, 21 ships, 
(N.C.S.O. Mersey, 1341/23). Escorts, 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1600/23),

H.X.lll. Hy 1529/25# Ships with naval ratings and 
nnin x t i on s # (C#0#A#C# Halifax^ 1531/23)#

S.L.67. Destinations. (D.T.D. 1800/23).



WAR DIARY.

Military
Convoys,
REPULSE 
FURIOUS 
STRATHNftVER.

W.S.6.
W.S.6.B.

ABOSSO.

BATORY
RIMUTAKA.

S .C . .X .  3 .

T»G»9«
M o u ' i10(« I )
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23.2.1941.
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shinning and Convoys.

My 2258/16/2. Sailing of convoy will 
probably "be delayed until March 4th. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1323/23).

1. The following transports left U.K. 8/2 
in Convoy W.S.6.
2. The following transports left U.K. on 
17/2 and will join convoy W.S.6. at 
Freetown.
3. The follov/ing M.T.Shins also sailed in 
W.S.6. on 8/2.
4. HIGHLAND BRIGADE is to proceed to 
Buenos Aires on completion of disembarkation 
at Freetown.
(D.O.D.(F) 1339/23).

A.M. 1727/22/2.
S.S. &BOSSO from Liverpool to W.Africa with 
service personnel speed 14-1 knots will sail 
with CITY OF PARIS and ARAWA.
(D.O.D.(H) 1809/23).

Admiralty 1401/22 and 1635/22. A/S escort 
HARVESTER from Liverpool, HESPERUS, HURRICANE 
from Clyde. Request you will sail ship 
accordingly. HAVELOCK will be ordered to 
join escort.
(ii) Destroyers are to fuel Reykjavik after 
making R/V in position (e) and will 
subsequently meet S.C.23.
(C.in C. W.A. 2234/23).

In view of great importance of Convoy T.C.9. 
and S/M activity revealed by Wireless 
request you will consider reinforcing their 
Escort as early as possible.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 2326/23 to C.in C. H.F.)
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ASSURANCE.

GARONNE.

ATHELQUEEN
BONDE.

JERNLAND.

VERONICA.

PASS OP LENY.
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23.2.1941.
Sunday,

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

(Rescue Tug). Arrived Campbeltown with 
engine room defects.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 0131/23).

*  A  ( V i'' ' f l l  3  j
(Delgfan 1808 Tons). Aground betv/een 
56A and 55A Buoys. Detail one A/S trawler 
to stand by. Tug oroceeding from Yarmouth. 
(C.in C. Nore, 0237/23 to W00LST0N).

$ r o lo Q t. J X U s ; _

British ATHELQUEEN returned from B.H.X.107 
for repairs to hull. Norwegian BONDE 
returned from H.X.108 (corrupt group) 
engine repairs.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax 0956/23).

Rescue Tug SEA GIANT proceeded to assistance 
of S.S. JERNLAND anchored at 20 S.Buoy. 
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 1502/23).

> Rescue Tug SEA GIANT returned v/ith JERNLAND 
in tow.
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 2023/23).

My 1035/22. H.M.S. VERONICA has been 
retained at Rosyth for engine repairs.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1607/23).

^__A C  7 !  T ) .

Admiralty 1333/18. PASS OP LENY in tow of 
BRIGAND leaves Aberdeen at 0100/24 for Methil. 
Request you v/ill sail SEA GIANT for Methil 
as soon as possible to take on tow of PASS 
OP LENY to Tyne.
(C.in C. Rosyth 1708/23 to P.O.I.C. Tyne).
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INVIGILATOR. 
Mot „

AUSONIA.
JW ej<)(.2-/ttl
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23.2.1941.
Sunday.

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

(Tug). Reported leaking off Cromer is 
"being towed towards Yarmouth hy A/P Vessel 
HINBA. Tug RICHARD LEE BARBER sent to 
assist.
(P.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1824/23).

(A.M.C* Serious fracture due to heavy 
weather has developed in port valve 
chest after hydraulic cylinder of steering 
engine. Temporary repairs can he effected 
in 48 hours provided welding plant is 
available.
Permanent repairs entail provision of new 
casting. Northern patrol can he attempted 
hut in event of further heavy weather grave 
risk of complete breakdown of steering 
engine. No hand steering gear fitted. 
Considered not advisable to recross 
Atlantic until temporary repairs effected. 
Request instructions.
(AUSONIA 2235/23).
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23- 2. i q .
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operations Against Vichy French.

P.L.M.13. Arrival MARSDALE escorting French Ship
LORIENT. P.L.M. 13 and LORIENT. (S.O.I. Gib.,

1030/23.)

French
Retaliation,
Operation
"Ration".

» WRESTLER.

French seizure of Allied ships, Dai^ar 
and Casablanca. Instructions re: 
operation "Ration". (Hd. of M . , 1953/23, 
to F.O.C.N.A, V.A. Force H.)
See Operations Volume.

North Atlantic.

Arrived. (S.O.I, Gib., 0600/ 23.)

French 
M.V. 's.

Merchant officers and seamen required 
at Gibraltar to sail seized French ships 
to U.K. Desired to utilize D.B.S. from 
S.L.S.6i|. Report members remaining at 
Funchal after sailing of ships to join 
H.G.5U. (F.O.C.N.A., 1112/23.)

Ships My 1805/22. Now hoped to sail all six
ex S.L.S.64. ships 2i+/2, to join Convoy H.G.54.

(N.C.S.O. Funchal, 1615/ 2 3, to Admty., 
F.O.C.N.A.)

TUNA
PANDORA.

Position of submarines 1200/25, (a)
TUNA with H.G. 5k, PANDORA(b;o W ^ 5 ’ N, 
009° 20’ W, proceeding surface through 
Oii-30 00* 010^ 5 0* thence steering south 
speed 10 knots.(F.O.C.N.A. 1620/23.)

Air Report. Daily Summary Operations. Area covered 
3° 50* to 6° U O ’. (200 Group, 1700/23.)

AS AKA MARU. My UOk/20 AS AKA MARU sailed for
unknown destination P.M. today. 
(N.A. Lisbon 1721/23, to Admty.)

RESOLUTION
sailed.

Departures RESOLUTION, JERSEY, JUPITER, 
DUNCAN, VELOX in accordance with 
F.O.C.N.A.’s 1252/22. (S.O.I. Gib.,
1 9 5 V23, to C. in C. W.A.)

/RUBENS
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic Contd.
RUBENS. Your 1832/22. Sinking of A/S trawler_

RUBENS. Evidence from SCARBOROUGH and 
GENTIAN indicated that RUBENS parted 
company from O.G.52 p.m./10/2. Probable 
she mistook a signal passed to her by 
REGISTAN altering route of convoy as an 
order to herself to steer direct for 
03i4-° 30’ N, 010° 00’ W and parted company 
accordingly. (F.O.C.N.A, 2346/23, to 
Admty. )

South Atlantic.
COMORIN. Your 1612/22. (no trace in ,7.R.) Presume 

you are 70 miles astern of position.
EGBA has been informed accordingly.
(C. in C. S.A, 0531/23, to COMORIN.)

CORNWALL. A.T.2244/22,Report when CORNWALL will be
ready for sea. (D.O.D. (F) 1038/23, to 
F.O.I.C. Simonstown.
Your 1038/23/2, CORNWALL ready for sea 
0800/25. (F.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1421B/23, 
to Admty.)

NEWCASTLE. Arrived Montevideo 1000/22, Z + 3- 
Intend to depart 0930/23 Z 3*
(NEWCASTLE, 12 29 z/23•)

Whale
Catchers.
QUEEN OF BERMUDA.

QUEEN OF BERMUDA 1827z/22 passed to you. 
Following received from South Georgia 
(begins) THORSHAMMER and ten catchers will 
leave for ice 22/2. No fuel can be sup
plied by PESCA but THORSHAMMER can supply 
a certain amount of oil fuel and fresh 
water to QUEEN OF BERMUDA. THORSHAMMER 
will meet QUEEN OF BERMUDA in position 
0ok° S. 050° W. (N.O.I.C. Falklands, 
1313/23, to C. in C.S.A.)

< £ « . « -  tU x -o  (—  -

/MAURITIUS SL.68
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War Diary.
23. 2. 19U1. Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic Contd.
MAURITIUS 
S. L. 68.

MAURITIUS is to provide additional 
ocean escort for S.L.68 from Freetown 
to U.K. (D.O.D. (F) 161+2/23, to C. in 
C. S.A.)

SAVORGNAN 
DE BRAZZA.

Admty. I6I+I+/3. Sailing of SAVORGNAN 
DE BRAZZA for Suez is to "be postponed 
for the present. She is to remain at 
Durban pending further instructions. 
(D.O.D.(F) 1653/23, to C. in C. S.A.)

DELHI. A.T. 2350/17. DELHI will now refit at
Singapore in accordance with my 1709/13, 
and is to he sailed when convenient. 
(D.O.D. (F) 165U/23, to C. in C. S.A.)

DRAGON. Arrived 1100 oiled and sailed 1800/23*
D. of Nigerian Marine Lagos, 1815/23, 
to C. in C. S.A.)

Whaling My 2027/13, and your 1926/15. Request
Fleet. information of probable movements of

Whaling fleet on completion of season 
in order that consideration may be 
given to route and protection of whale 
factory ships on homeward (corrupt 
group). (C. in C. S.A., 2155/23, to 
Admty.)

QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA.

1*10 v ^ i (*l M

Whilst in Southern Area opportunity 
should be taken to visit Deception 
Island in accordance with R.A.S.A.D’s. 
1558Z/18/12. Subsequently to Fuerte- 
ventur<a from Thorshammes, you should 
proceed on this duty about 28/2, if 
your information is that conditions 
are still suitable and thence to 
Falkland Islands for fuel and stores. 
Before leaving neighbourhood of 
Whaling operations, report your inten
tions briefly by W/T.(C. in C. S.A., 
2231/23, to QUEEN OF BERMUDA.)
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War Diary.

Enemy
Units.

Tripoli 
"Cucumbers".
Enemy Convoys. 
Libya.

Operations 
"Mar. 2. ,r~ 
(''Abstention') 
"Mar. 1‘‘ * 
PARTHIAN.
Air attack 
on Benghazi, 
and TERROR.

Valona,
Enemy
Ships.

Massawa 
bombed by 
F« A. A.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.

From volume of D/F bearings between 1500 
and 2130 G.M.T/22, seems evident there 
are a number of Italian warships at sea 
in lower Tyrrhenean Sea. (Capt. O.S., 
Alexandria, 0138/23, to C. in C. Med. etc.

V. A. Malta, 0650/ 2 3. See Mediterranean 
Volume.
Convoys reported leaving Palermo 21/2, 
and Naples P.M./23> both for Libya.
(Comdr. S.I, 0915/23, to S/Ms. on patrol.

Carry out operation MAR. 2 
d a y o n e  is 24/2. MAR. 1 para. 8, 
light is to be exhibited from 0001/25 
onv/ards. (C.S.3» 1046/23, to PARTHIAN.)

Shortly after dawn 4 j u  88's bombed 
Benghazi harbour, 6 bombs falling on 
water front and others near TERROR, 
little damage except to road no casual
ties.

Greece. 22/2. Blenheim Reconnaissance 
reported 1 ship 17,000 tons 3 ships 
10,000 tons leaving Valona on Westward 
course and 6 ships 8,000 tons arriving 
Valona. (H.Q.R.A.F. ,M.E, 1143/23.)

OPS. SUMM.No. 258. up to 1200 hours 
23. 2. 41 III Sudan 21/2. 7 FAA,Albacores 
bombed Massawa hitting one destroyer in 
South anchorage and obtaining possible 
hits on two destroyers at Qain quays and 
submarine in Northern anchorage, aircraft 
reported over 35 merchant ships in harbour. 
(H. Q. ,R. A.F. , M.E. , 1146/23.)*

/Ammunition



MOST SECRET. 781

War Diary.

Ammunition.

UTMOST.

Mine
Suez
Canal.

23. 2. 19 111. 
Sunday.

POREIGIT STATIONS.

Mediterranean Contd.
230 15" Shrapnel Shell available in U.K. 
Would these be of service in Medit.? 
Fuzes No. 93 are available in Eastern 
Medit. (D.T.S.D. 1156/23, to C. in C. 
Med.)

Will leave Malta P.M./25 to operate in 
Gulf of Hammemet until A.M./l. She will 
keep to North of 36° while East of 011° 
10'. (Capt. S.I, 1210/23, to URSULA.)

One mine exploded on .starboard bow of 
Diesel tug towing iwrB at kilometres 
73.2 A.M./23. Presence of mines was not 
suspected presumed to be acoustic. Tug 
slightly damaged, minor injuries to crew. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal, 1955/23* )



War Diary.

DUMMY
Signal.
CITY OF 
AUCKLAND

U.S.9
LEANDER

CALEDON
PARRAMATTA
INDUS
CARTHAGE

CERES
ENTERPRISE.

Troop 
Transport.

Klsmayu,
British
prisoners.

Enemy unit.

782MOST SECRET.

23.2.1941. 
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.

c 'Following has been read. RRRR 21/28S.,
52 10E (X331) two unknown warships in
sight. (Admiral, Colombo, 0320Z/23, 
to Admty.).
N.B. See C.in C. East Indies 1940Z/22).
RRRR CITY OF AUCKLAND, Warships following me 21.28S. , 
52.10 E., course North, speed 12 knots. 
(Admiral, Colombo, 0333Z/23, to Admty.).
RRRR CITY OF AUCKLAND ordered to stop.
(Admiral, Colombo, 0340Z/23).
RRRR CITY OF AUCKLAND. Cancel my RRRR 
message at O315.
(Admiral, Colombo, T.O.R. 0355Z/23).

Bombay 22/2 LEANDER arrived 0400Z with 
convoy U.S.9. (S.0{l) Bombay 0401Z/23).

Arrival 22/2 1815Z-CALEDON. 2115Z PARRAMATTA, 
23/2 0330Z INDUS,0425Z CARTHAGE.
(N.O.I.C. Aden, 0514/23).

Mombasa arrived 23/2 0455 G.M.T., CERES 
and ENTERPRISE. (N.O.I.C. East Africa 
0545Z/23).

Your 2300/21. Summary is correct subject 
to minor alterations in dates.
Request confirmation that AQ.UITANIA will 
proceed Singapore and that ORMONDE will 
proceed U.K. with 1200 Indian Troops, sailing (date). |b. 7*5
Reply to para (iv) about U.S.10 will be 
signalled as soon as possible.
(S.S.T.O., India, 0555/23, to D. of S.T.).

Am informed prisoners from Kismayu Area state 
250 British seamen recently landed Mogadisco 
and are interned in camp at Merca. No definite 
information regarding date they, were landed, 
(b.in C. E.I., 0722/23, to Admty.).

Mauritius 0508/23. Frequency suggests unit 
in Atlantic. (Capt. O.S., Singapore 
0748^/23, to C.in C. E.I.).

/ LEANDER
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LEANDER

EMERALD
HERMES
SHROPSHIRE
AUSTRALIA
GLASGOW
CAPETOWN

DORSETSHIRE. 
F orce  Z .

2 3 .2 .1 9 4 1  
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Ea,st I r ^ e s .  (C o n td .)

C ancel my 1942/22  comply w ith  my 1 2 0 0 /2 1 . 
(R ou te in g  in s t r u c t io n s  f o r  LEANDER).
Speed 20 k n o ts . (C .in  C. E . I . ,  0804/23  t o  
LEANDER).

EMERALD and HERMES are t o  p roceed  now 
tow ards p o s i t io n  014° S. 055° through 
p o s i t io n  011° S . 051° at about 1000 Z /2 4 . 
SHROPSHIRE i s  t o  pass West o f  Farguar 
Is la n d  and a d ju s t  speed to  keep in  
su p p ortin g  d is t a n c e ,  EMERALD and HERMES 
making c o n ta c t  as n e ce ssa ry  on 2 4 /2 .  
AUSTRALIA a f t e r  p a ss in g  through  p o s it io n  
009° 3 . 054° p roceed  tow ards p o s i t io n  018° 
S. 057° at 27 k n o ts .
GLASGOW sea rch  betw een M adagascar and 
055° E. p roceed in g  M auritiu s t o  f u e l  when 
n e ce s s a ry .
CAPETOWN i s  t o  p a t r o l  t o  N orth East o f  
S e y c h e lle s  du rin g  n igh t 2 4 /2 5  f u e l l i n g  
Port V ic t o r ia  a .m ,/2 5 .
(c .in  C. E . I . ,  0820Z/23, t o  F orce  V ).

Your 1804Z/22. U nless tou ch  has been 
reg a in ed  w ith  enemy DORSETSHIRE is  t o  
re tu rn  t o  F orce  Z and e s c o r t  t o  northw ard. 
E arly  a r r iv a l  o f  F orce  Z in  M editerranean 
i s  o f  utm ost im p orta n ce .
R e l i e f  o f  DORSETSHIRE w ith  F orce  Z w i l l  be 
co n s id e re d  l a t e r .
(V .C .N .S . 1046 /23 , t o  C .in  C. E . I . ) .  
A dm ira lty  1046/23 not t o  you . Do not 
e n ter  Durban. R/V w ith  me a t 0330z/24 in  
028° S. 034° E.
(DORSETSHIRE, 1130Z /23 , t o  S .0 .  F orce  Z ) . 

Your 1 0 4 6 /2 3 . I f  tou ch  has not been 
r e p o r te d  by 1500Z/23 DORSETSHIRE w i l l  
r e j o in  F orce  Z o f f  Durban e a r ly  a .m ./2 4 . 
N .O .I .C . Simonstown i s  req u ested  t o  s a i l  
F orce  Z a c c o r d in g ly .
(C .in  C. E . I . ,  1 1 3 2 /2 3 , t o  Admty.)•
F orce Z s ig h te d  and p ro ce e d in g  northw ards 
in  accord an ce  w ith  DORSETSHIRE’ S 1130Z /23 . 
(N .O .I .C . Durban, 1420Z /23 , t o  Admty. e t c . ) .

/  HINDUSTAN 
/  INDUS



force on th e ir  re3 a c t iv e  s ta t io n s .

1712/23.

1st Lord.
1st Sail.
2nd S .L .
3rd S .L .
4th S .L .
5th S .L .
V .C .N .S .
A .C .N .S .(H ) 
A .C .N .8 .m  
A .C .N .S . (T )
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE
1712/23rd Fob,

OUT

To: C. in 0* East In d ie s , 857, D ate:
0. in /"t0 Chine 596, -‘ OA
G» in 0* Amori-fi and W esr/ftidies* 414. v
0, in —fh/ b 8our.' t l a n t i c .  356*
0 „ TT <• Ottawa . • ) O  

5- -V

A * N ,3 . Me j b ourne 812 *
N*2»N.E„ V/c-l.Lingfccn 953*'

0,

»,0«i IT, A, 795,
In. C. Nome Fleet#, 183,
in c . No re 8.14-6 •
in Oo Po r i  smo t.ih f> 89
in 0, Plymouth 84*
in '\J 1* Weate- r i . Approache s
in Co Bosyth 982
q o 0,8, 622,
i, Dover, 228,

G, in  G* M editerranean 577, 

NAVAL CYPHER (D)

F ro m A d m ira lty .

A requirem ent now e x is ts  on East In d ies  S ta tion  f o r  a more 
c o n fid e n t ia l s e r ie s  o f  Q Messages to  promulgate the la y in g  o f  
B r it is h  Mines, This requirement may eventuate on o th er 
s ta tio n s *  On Mediterranean S ta t io n  th is  requirem ent i s  net 
by Comnet-do r «  in -C h ie f, Mediterranean issu in g  QpB- Messages w ith  
the l im ite d  c ir c u la t io n  shown in  A r t ic le  18 o f C .B*01618 L/40*

2e A u th o r it ie s  addressed are requested to  s ign a l whether they
concur in  the amendment o f  the ta b le  in  paragraph 7 o f  G0B0 
01615 1/40, b y :-

QC
QCA
Cp
cpc
qj

QIC
QICA
OF
qy A
q.;
( 'iA

East In d ies  S ta tion  
East Ind ies S ta tion  
China S ta tio n  
China S ta tion  
America, & West Ind ies 

S ta tion
North A t la n t ic  S ta tion  
North A t la n t ic  S ta tion  
A u s tra lian  S ta tio n  
A u s tra lian  S ta tion  
New Zealand S ta tion  
New Zealand S ta tion  
South A t la n t ic  S ta tion

Commando r~ j.n-C-hi e f  
C a pt a in~ ir «C  liarge 
Coranande r - in —C h ie f 
Commando r -  in -C h ie f

C.N .S,
FpO,G»N,A,
8 .0 .1 .
Naval Board 
Naval Board 
Naval Board 
Naval Board 
Commando r~ irv>C h ie f

Cnina
Chine

Ottawa 
G ib ra lta r  
G ib ra lta r  

' Melbourne 
Melbourne 
W e llin g ton  

' W e ilin g ton  
South 

A t la n t ic «
Go New S e r ia ls  q.DCL QKA. QUA. QCA. and QMA. w i l l  rep lace 
Messages row in  QD„ QIC. QF. QG. and QM, S e r ie s  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  
Remainder o f  the Cable w i l l  remain unaltered*

4, D is tr ib u t io n  o f  fo r e ig n  s ta t io n s  g iven  in  A r t ic le  18 o f  
C*B* 01618 L/40 w i l l  be amended:- f o r  (Not QB Messages) read 
(Not 2 l e t t e r  S e r ia l Messages)*

5, proposals now made w i l l  b r in g  procedure on a l l  fo r e ig n  
otat.jcr.s in to  l in e  uni w i l l  not preven t the fu r th e r  su b -d iv is ion

* o f  any s ta t io n  i f  th is  is  requ ired  afc l a t e r  da te0

6., T.f agreement, ' * g e ie r a l  an A Message w i l l  be Issued or ' g 
h E ,  0161.8 L/iO on re c e ip t  o f  which a u th o r it ie s  ai*e requested co 
> ssue t ’ -e necessary s ign a ls  to  b r in g  the new procedure in to

force O  ©  O
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War Diary. 23.2.1941. 
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies. (Contd.)

HINDUSTAN C.in C. East Indies 1126Z/16.
INDUS Not clear whether HINDUSTAN and INDUS

/-/• are to join Mediterranean Fleet, hut in 
view of your present heavy commitmenta 
I suggest you retain these two ships for 
time being assuming they would if necessary 
be able to join me at a few days notice. 
(C.in C. Med., 1117/23, to C.in C. E.I.).

Shipping, As raiders in the Indian Ocean have so far
East Africa. abstained from operations in the vicinity of

Coastal Waters request you will consider 
the desirability of merchant shipping being 
routed closer to the East African Coast. 
(D.T.D. 1310/23 to C.in C. E.I., C.in C. S.A.)

GLASGOW
position.

My p.c. and s. are 017° 24' S. 053° 30» E. 
089“ 24 knots. Intend to search Cargados 
Carajos area at daylight tomorrow Monday.
If no sign of raider or auxiliary intend 
to proceed to Mauritius searching to S.E. on 
the way. Request fuel at Port Louis at 
1400Z/21.
(GLASGOW, 1512Z/23 to C.in C. E.I.).

Mining
Messages.

Requirement now exists on E. Indies Station 
for a more confidential series of Q, Messages 
to promulgate laying of British mines. 
Proposals. (D.M.S., 1712/23, to C.in C*s 
E.I., China, etc.). See Spooial Suimnarloo 
Folder  ̂ Ccmj

Force V. If contact pocket battleship not regained by 
dark 24/2, intentions for GLASGOW,
DORSETSHIRE, AUSTRALIA, SHROPSHIRE, HERMES, 
EMERALD, CANBERRA, CAPETOWN (C.in C. E.I., 
1828Z/23, to Force V.) See Operations Volume.

/ INDUS
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War Diary.

INDUS.

SHROPSHIRE 
bombardment 
of Brava •/"* 
CZ K E S .

AQUITANIA

Pacific
Defence.

MOST SECRET.

23.2.1941.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies. (Contd.)

My 1250/18. Pending decision of Indian 
Government as regards transfer INDUS leaves 
Aden 24/2 for docking and essential repairs 
at Bombay. (C.in C. E.I., 1832Z/23, to 
C.in C. Med.).

Italian Somaliland operations. SHROPSHIRE 
bombarded near Brava A.M./22. Result 
direct hit on buildings Modun. Considerable 
damage to the whole Modun Area and to 
Modun-Gelib Road. Transport under trees 
shelled but result not observed.
CERES will be available for co-operation 
with Army from 25/2.
Military hope to take Brava 24/2.
(C.in C. E.I. 1906Z/23, to Admty.).

China.

Your 2317/20. AQUITANIA can be docked and 
work necessary to Increase capacity accepted 
A.C.N.B. has been asked to furnish details 
of latter.
(C.in C. China, 0301/23, to Admty.).

Agreement for defence of S.W. Pacific Area. 
Reply to High Commissioners Australia and 
New Zealand in reply to telegram No.87 of 
12/2/1941 from Govt, of Australia.
(1 S.L., 1820/23 to C.in C*s China and 
E. Indies). Original in Lion Copy only.
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Fb/?e7<?M foT-toTv?
Jta*0/HlS/D'obt»Uajy

M E S S A G E
T o :-  C ,‘ in G, China 597

G, in G, East Indies 8S0
Repeated C. in c . Par East

Date 33 .2 ,41
*1% 6

NAVAL CYPHER (P) Jh
Prom Admiralty 

IMMEDIATE
O T V  4  ̂ , The fo llow in g  telegram has been despatched by

Dominions O ffice  to  United Kingdom High Commissioners fo r  
Governments o f  Commonwealth o f  Australia and New Zealand in 
rep ly  to  telegram No. 87 dated 12th February, 1941, from the 
Government o f  A ustra lia .

| B eg in s :- I t  is  agreed that the South Western
P a c if ic  area should be regarded as a whole ir re sp e ctiv e  o f  station- 
lim its  but i t  is  further considered that a l l  Par Eastern w aters, 
including the South Western P a c if ic  and the Indian Ocean, must he 
considered together s tr a te g ic a lly .
2# _ This area again must be balanced in with the
whole,Empire* s war e f fo r t .  Attacks by Germany in the A tla n tic  w i l l  
c e r ta in ly  not be any the le s s . The threat in the North Western 

lk0  Approaches both by a ir  and submarine is  expected to increase in
the sprin g ,: Attacks on our home e nvoys have already heen experienced 
end must be expected to continue. Attacks by armed ra iders in a l l  
oceans taunt be expected to  continue and indeed to  increase with the 
co -op eru ti n o f  Germany and Japan,

The invasion threat to  the B r it ish  Is le s  -  
• n ea ess ito tes  the holding o f  a certa in  number o f fo rces  in Home Waters, 

Our war e f fo r t  in the Mediterranean is  l ik e ly  to  increase,
0, The‘ addition  o f  Japan to  our enemies would add
a d d ition a l threats both to  our t e r r ito r y  and to  our trade from the 
Ecst coast o f  A frica  to the P a c i f ic ,

Inside th is  area an investigation  has already 
been made with a view to  reducing the amount o f e ssen tia l trade that 
must be kept running. I t  is  e ssen tia l that the fo llo w in g  important 
trade routes andsupply lin es  should be kept g o in g :-  

Cape to  Aden.
Cape to  Colombo,
Colombo to  Aden,
A ustralia  to  Aden.

f  A ustralia  to  Singapore,
A ustralia  to  the Cope and Panama.

. • The trade, even a fte r  i t  has been reduced to
a minimum is so big that i t  w i l l  be out o f  the question to  run i t  1
e n tire ly  by convoys, and a certa in  amount o f  d iverted  routeing w i l l  
have to  be accepted, °  x

o f  P.B.Y»o oT oC h S  ^
_ : \ V rV  , Ll 1:act* however, the s itu a tion  must be faced  that onlv 6 
)  — ’‘ V  .have so fa r  been delivered  and that any d e liv erv  in cuaiitftv  
w  cannot be expected fo r  severa l months, ery n quantity

"nd the F; r  East ca n n o t^ h e re fo ^  at p r e s e n r ^ o u b ^ W l S ^ c ^ S  d

au xiiimua i  oe rea isi;r  lout ion o f  for*r>p  ̂ , - , 4  n  •, 7 ' 7 .
nne threat to  our communicetions in the P a c i f ic  LJna Tnw râ de ehcyj-u’- 
l ed a tiv e ly  greater than that in the A t la n t ic . " Indian Oceans be



- 2 '

A more precise, statement of the ^ t a l .  numbers and typos of v 
various vessels likely, to be available in the whole area - • •
Uiid&x^discussion is being telegraphed to G. in C, China and 
w ill  be available at conference as basis fo r planning,

6, In tho above circumstances, i t  appears that, viewing the 
theatre of war as a whole and the tota l forces available for 
the defence of the various Imperial interests cons3mod, the 
disposition of the Dominion forces proposed at tho previous 
conference might be regarded as sligh tly out of balance.
I t  is appreciated that at this conference i t  was not possible 
to compare the relative strengths of the forces in Australasian 
waters and elsewhere owing to lack of information as to the 
totaal forces which would be available. The information 
referred to in paragraph 5■should now allow this tc be done,
/e should thorefcre"be glad i f  you would approach the Prime 
Minister expressing the hope that the Commonwealth Government 
and llew Zealand Government w ill be prepared to authorise their 
m ilitary advisers to re-examine the naval dispositions(in 
consultation with the Maval Os, in 0, China and East Indies 
stations) in the light of the information which w ill now be 
available with a view to producing a plan fo r the best employ
ment of the Imperial naval forces in 'the whole area of th© Indian 
Ocean, Par Eastern and Australasian waters,

7, Whilst the situation would be alleviated by the entry>©f 
America into the war, we cannot allow for this anyhow in our 
in it ia l dispositions. Even should America come into the war, 
tho indications are that they w ill not station any forces in 
the Pacific west of Hawaii, except fo r a small Asiatic Pleat. 
Their Main Pacific Plcot w ill be at Hawaii, and a considerable 
force w il l  bo directed towards stiffen ing our forces in the 
Atlantic and so relieving certain of our forces, including 
capital ships, fo r the Par East, Ends,

1st Lord,
1st S„ L.
5th G,, L,
V. C.Pi G,
.. su (t )
A,CHILE,. (F)
<», S„ <xil)
C„ 3. V tto  1st 0„ L.
-h EEw (p)

b,P. 0.J). (P)
Dc of p,

’< • ! 1 i  ,
LEO,

Q i 'i  O .
E,.P,.S,
Head o f M. fo r  C,A, S.
T ~0

AD.

Asst,

1820/23. 

Sec, to 1st Sea

C. I.G. S ,, General Ismay and Col, H ollIsP

4

€



War Diary,

H.X.110.

WOR CESTERSHIRE, 
Ice.

H.X.lll.
IM o b n s 'j 1̂

NEWARK

SuspiciousSignal;

MOST SEC

23.2.1941. 
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.

Your 1349/13. Instruction in para. 2 given 
to Halifax portions of all Halifax convoys 
commencing with H.X.110 and S.C. convoys 
commencing with S.C.24. Bermuda H.X.llO 
probably not instructed due to earlier 
sailing. (C.O.A.C. Halifax, 1001/23, to 
Admty.).

F.O. Iceland 2130/21/2. Request you Inform 
WORCESTERSHIRE of ice conditions on her route 
if necessary. Do you consider it advisable 
for ships to continue to pass to northwards 
of area defined in Admiralty's 1933/16/1. 
(C.in C. A.W.I., 1232/23, to C.O.A.C.
Halifax.).

Halifax departure 22/2 AURANIA ocean escort. H.X.lll.
(S.O.I. Halifax, 1331/23, to Admty. etc.).

My E.926/36 and my 1131/16. Subject to your 
satisfaction with latest fuel consumption 
figures route to U.K. is to be amended as 
foIIoy/s (details). S.S. TRELAWNljX’ reported 
being shelled by an enemy warship in position, 
047° 12' N. 040° 13* W. on 22/2. (R.A. 3 B.S.1630/13 to NEWARK) .
My 1216/22. Following received O.I.C. 
Resolution Island (begins) 2014 G.M.T.
0 H F J calling 0 F D C abrupt call, sounds 
suspicious, similar note to raider jamming 
yesterday bearing 94 uncalibrated 
comparative bearing T F A 63 uncalibrated 
(Ends). (N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, 2132/23, to 
Admty., C.in C. A.W.I.)



War Diary.

HOBART
AWATEA

WESTRALIA 
ZEALANDIA

KING LUD

MOST SECRET.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

23.2.1941. 
Sunday.

Australia.

Departure from Sydney for Auckland 
HOBART escorting AWATEA, 0220z/22. 
(A.C.N.B., 0220Z/23, to Admty. etc.).

WESTRALIA escorting ZEALANDIA arrived 
and sailed Bowen 1945Z/21.
(A.C.N.B., 0250Z/23, to Admty. etc.).

New Zealand.

My 0300Z/22. KING LUm. Surveyor 
reports ship seaworthy.
Ship ordered to Taltal Chile Ministry of 
Shipping.
(Customs, Suva, 0342/23, to S.O.I., 
Wellington, N.Z.).
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33. 2. 1941. 
Sunday.

War Diary.

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

MARGHERA
CARSO.-

Your 1148Z/21. (Scuttled ships 
MARGHSRA and CARSO.) Report if it is 
possible to salvage these ships. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1355/23 to C. in C. E.I.)

f u jj- it  <f°7.

Q *

■
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1737/23 February OUT

2>- ‘2-- <k*

A

To A.I.G, 47 and 48
for n  • c . s. 01 s d a t e  23.2.41.

_______________  Naval Cypher C and p/l by T/P________________
From Admiralty

My 1641/11/1. Following periodical summary of anti 
U Boat campaign up to 10th February.

The comparative lull in U Boat activity has continued. 
One escorted, convoy vim attacked on January 29th with a loss of 
5 ships. Another ship was sunk shortly after leaving another 
convoy*

3* With these exceptions all attacks on shipping have
been made on ships straggling from Convoy or on ships sailing 
independently* The main lesson qf the month’s experience has 
been the danger of straggling which has proved equally 
applicable to U Boat or air attack. In both cases the enemy 
much prefers the easier task of picking off stragglers tp 
facing the counter-attack of escorts.

4* Several contacts with and attacks on U Boats have been
made some of which are extremely promising.

5. At present we believe that an average of about 6
German U Boats are operating in the North West Approaches and 
perhaps one or two Italian, It must be expected that a strpng 
U Boat effort will be put out in the Spring months.

6. It is to be hoped that the lengthening daylight hours 
will react to our advantage as attacks are still made 
mainly at night. On the other hand long days increase the 
chances of shipping being located.

7. There is little doubt that U Boats shadow the convoy 
by day reporting by V//T so that other U boats may be ordered 
to attack if the general disposition permits. After dark the 
U boat closes in to attack coming in roughly on the beam of 
the convoy trimmed dov/n to the conning tower and running on 
her Diesels, She will approach as close as she dares making 
her subsequent retreat a* full surface speed. Evidence goes 
to show that if not pursued a U boat will stop to reload when 
5 to 10 miles from the scene of her attack. In fhir weather 
this will be done on the surface but in heavy weather she will 
go deep. The operation may occupy an hour after which if 
circumstances permit she will endeavour to regain touch with 
the convoy.

8 Experience has shown that some U boats will not hesitate . _ -------^  J • Thisto enter a convoy which is not keeping close station.
becomes more likely as the standard of station keeping
deteriorates.

1737/23. 
D.T.D. (172)

1st Lord, A.C.r.8.(H) D.T.D.(M)
1st S.L. Naval Sec. D.S.D.9
V.C.N.S. C.S.O. to 1st S.L, D. of S.T

C. : . S, (F) Ops.(4) I.F.(3)A.C.H.S.(T) O.D.(5) D.^.S.W.
D.N.I O.I.C. • "
D. \D. (4) W, Dtr- '
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War Diary.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships attacked. 
Summary. My 1641/11/1. Periodical summary of 

Anti-U-Boat Campaign up to 10/2.
(D.T.D. 1737/23, to AIG.47 and 43 for 
N.C.S.O.'s) Original in Lion copy only.

MANISTEE 0 .B. Vessel. Have been struck by torpedo on Port 
side posn., is 058 15’ N,021° 33' W. 
(MANISTEE, 2145/23, to Whitehall W/T.)
Making water in main bunker, course 
000° speed 6 knots. Damage at present 
under control. (MANISTEE, 2245/23.)
Detach HEATHER to proceed to assistance 
of MANISTEE torpedoed in position 058° 
13* N, 021° 33* W, at 2145. Further 
signal will be made at 0400. (C. in C. 
W.A, 2320/23, to GEORGETOWN.)

Unknown
ship. The unknown vessel SSSS 5926 TT, 2108 W, 

submarine sighted. (Valentia Radio 
2245/23, to Naval Wireless Admiralty, 
Admiral Devonport.

TEMPLE^OAT. Following has been read: S.S.S.S. 59.
27 N. 20. 20 W. TEMPLEMOAT still chased. 
Submarine.(Lyness W/T,f 2346/23.)

SAi’s Reported. 
1313.
1345.
1424.
1435.
1545.
1910.

S.W. of Ireland. )
59° 60 N, 15 - 20 W.)
58)? N, 13-20J W. indefinite 
58° N, 13-20° W. ) positions. 
58.30 N, 19° W. ) (D.S.538.) 60 N, 9.30 W. )

S/M's Reported. 
0926. An enemy S/M has made a first sighting 

report of a Convoy or important unit. 
(D.D.I.C. 0926/23, to Western Approaches.)

/My 0926/23
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23. 2. 1941. 
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War Diary.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN. Contd.

My 0926/23. No fix obtained. It is 
possible that formation reported was 
HX 108 or S.C.22 convoy. (D.D.I.C. 
0952/23, to GEORGETOWN, ANTELOPE, 
WANDERER,WITCH, MAYFLOWER,SNOWBERRY.
My 0952/23. It is also possible that 
CANTON was reported. (D.D.I.C, 1054/23, 
to CANTON.
My 0952/23, and 1054/23. Further trans
mission at 1049/23, indicates CANTON is 
most probably unit concerned.(D.D.I.C. 
1114/23, to CANTON.)
An enemy S/M has made a first sighting 
report of a convoy or important unit. 
(D.D.I.C. 1301/23 to Ships and Author
ities in Area B. H.Q.C.C.
My 1301/23. It is probable that 
formation reported was OB 238 convoy. 
(D.D.I.C. 1316/23.)

An enemy S/M has made a first sighting 
report of a convoy or important unit. 
(D.D.I.C. 1411/23 to Ships and Author
ities in Area B. H.Q.C.C.
My 1411/23. It is probable that 
formation reported was 0.B.288, or 
S.C.22,convoy. (D.D.I.C. 1426/23.)

An enemy S/M has made a first sighting 
report of a convoy or important unit. 
(D.D.I.C. 1453/23, to Ships and Authorities 
in Area B. H.Q.C.C.
My 1453/23. It is probable that formation 
reported was H.M.S. CANTON.Two U boats 
may be co-operating. (D.D.I.C. 1504/23 to 
CANTON,CHURCHILL, H.Q.C.C.

/Estimated
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN Contd.

Estimated German.One 40 miles of 59° 30* N.140 W,
U/B dispositions. may return to area north of 60° N.

West of 15° W. Q 0
One 40 miles of 58 N, 20 30' W,
One 60 miles of 56° 30' N. 21°W.
One 40 miles of 53° 30' N. 19°W.
One 90 miles of 53° 30’ N. 23°30'W.
One about 48 degs. 30’ east of 20°W. 
en route Lorient. One arriving Lorient 
S.W.
Italian. One 40 miles of 58°40' N,
16° 20' W.
One 40 miles of 59°20’N.14° 30’ W.
One 90 miles of 56°N. 16° W.
2 in Bay of Biscay.
2 others at Sea.(D»D.I.C. 1259/23.)



1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows
HD ME COMMANDS (Classification by subjects)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom
MovementsOperations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air ActivityMining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS (Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed temporarily, e.g . when an important operation is in progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences

(a) Movements of H.M. Shins (prepared by OperationsDivision, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).
(b) Western Approaches (daily) situation Reports

(1 September 1943).
(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)(l September 1943).
(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition

of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941).

(e) Eaiiy Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational summary (prepared by AirMinistry War Room) (l July 1941, No.222)
(g) paily operations Report for First Lord (prepared

by Operations Division, Naval Staff)(13 September 1933).
( h) List of abbreviations,
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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War Diary* 24.2.1941.
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

U-boat 
attacks 
In N.W. 
Approaches.

Two ships were attacked yesterday and 
6 today in 3 separate areas in the N.W. 
Approaches, viz. MANISTEE (O.B.V.) 
reported torpedoed yesterday evening and 
again this morning whilst making for port;
5.5. TEMPLE MOAT ex 0.B.288 chased
yesterday; and the following torpedoed 
today: S.S. HUNTINGDON ex 0.B.288
5.5. JONATHAN HOLT, MANSEPOOL and tankers 
G.C. BROVIG and BRITISH GUNNER.
The'four last!were on the Northern 
Approach Route, north of 61° N., in 
Convoy 0.B.289; the attack was made g- hour 
before daylight, probably by at least two 
submarines.
5.5. ELISABETH LENSEN reported sighting a 
submarine in 60° 261 N. 25° 50’ W. at 
1810 today.

C.in C. H.F. suggests, with reference to 
the above torpedoings, that submarine 
reports should be made in plain language. 
This would enable other ships approaching 
the area to be warned more quickly.
It is estimated that there are 9 U-boats 
(including 2 Italian) operating in the 
N.W. Approaches.

Convoy 
C.E.26 
fired at.

Enemy coastal batteries fired 13 rounds 
early this morning during the passage of 
C.E.26 through the Downs. No damage is 
reported.

E.boats. There were indications at 0003/24 and 
2311/24 of E.boats in the Thames Approaches.

CANTON
engages
THUNDERBOLT

CANTON engaged THUNDERBOLT with accurate 
fire in 54° 19» N. 26° 43' W. this morning. 
THUNDERBOLT was not hit.
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f

War Diary. 24.2.1941. 
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

British Air Activity.

4

Aircraft of Bomber Command carried out 
heavy attacks last night on Boulogne and 
Calais.
A direct hit is claimed on a- eh ip—1b- 
No.2 dock at Calais. Owing to bad 
weather, no operations were carried out 
t oday.
Coastal Command aircraft attacked Brest 
last night.
Two enemy destroyers were sighted by 
aircraft off lie de Vierge (near Ushant) 
this morning. Beaufort aircraft were 
despatched and attacked unsuccessfully 
this afternoon.
Dawn fighter R.C. has been asked for, 
in case the enemy destroyers pass Gris Nez 
at daylight tomorrow.

Enemy Air Activity.

An aircraft dropped bombs in Switha Sound 
and off Cantic Read early this afternoon 
and BLACKPOOL was bombed this morning off 
Duncansby Head. No damage occurred in 
either case.
Five small vessels were unsuccessfully 
attacked this afternoon 35 miles N. by E. 
of Cromer. Coastal Command aircraft on 
patrol drove off the attacker.
CAMERON ouHk-i.a-Na^8~-do&k-.at Portam-auth- 
on 5/13 -wao--ftugC6“isfully nof-1 eatod--today- 
and docked for examination.
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Operation
G.T.

TERROR
sunk.

DAINTY
sunk.

MOST SECRET.
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24.2.1941.
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mining.

INTREPID and IMPULSIVE last night laid mines 
off Brest, covered by motor gun boats.
M.G.B. 63 failed to return to harbour and was 
last seen at 2145/23 about 40 miles south of 
Eddystone. M.G.B. 46 was towed in to harbour.
Minelaying by enemy aircraft last night is 
suspected from the Tyne to the Humber.

Mines were detonated today in the Thames 
Estuary, off Milford Haven, North Shields, 
Spurn Point, Hull, the Mumbles and Flatholm 
Light.
Tees and Hartlepool were reopened this 
afternoon.

North Atlantic*

The six ships which found their way to 
Funchal from Convoy S.L.S.64, which was 
attacked by a raider on 12/2, sailed today 
for the U.K. in Convoy H.G.54.

Me diterranean.
TERROR sank off Derna at 0400 today as the 
result of damage sustained in air attacks at 
Benghazi on 2272 and off Derna yesterday 
evening.
DAINTY was'by air attaclfisunk. off Tobruk 
during dusk today. She is the fortieth 
destroyer (including 2 of R.C.N.) to be 
sunk during the present war.
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Search for
pocket
battleship*

Air raid 
on Aden.
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24.2.1941. 
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

East Indies.

Our troops occupied Brava today.

Fresh dispositions were made to commence 
at dark today. GLASGOW, after fuelling at 
Mauritius Is to relieve DORSETSHIRE 
escorting Force Z,on 28/2. AUSTRALIA is 
on her way to fuel at Mauritius^after which 
she is to search an area in the southern 
part of the Indian Ocean between Madagascar 
and Australia. SHROPSHIRE, HERMES and 
EMERALD are to operate in the Seychelles 
area, using Port Victoria for fuelling; 
CAPETOWN after fuelling at Port Victoria 
is to reinforce the escort (ENTERPRISE) 
of Convoy W.S.5BX taking troops to Bombay. 
CANBERRA and LEaNDER are to proceed towards 
Fremantle.

The Naval W/T station power line was put 
out of action for a short time this morning 
by an air raid.
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ANJA.

Jan Mayen,

Firing at
Unseen
Targets.

CORNWALL
DORSETSHIRE.
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24.2.1941.
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Policy.

Admiralty's 2134/23 and my 1729/22.
Master of ANJA admits receiving W/T 
instructions on 20/2. to effect that he 
would "be standing into danger unless he 
altered course to proceed through Skopen 
Fiord.
By then he was approaching Iceland. 
Considered route through Denmark Straits 
safer.
ANJA does not apparently carry large scale 
charts of Faroes.
(F.O.I.C. Iceland 1159/24).

Representatives of Co-operative Society 
request permission to send expedition to 
Jan Mayen in June to collect driftwood 
in view of scarcity of timber in Iceland. 
Do not consider advisable and propose to 
withold permission.
(F.O. Iceland 1343/24).

Admiralty 1857/20. As A.S.V. sets fitted 
and to be fitted in destroyers (types 
285 and 286 M) cannot normally receive I.F.F. 
the restriction imposed on firing at unseen 
targets will have a considerable adverse 
effect on pov/er of offence and defence of 
A.A. destroyers against aircraft. I 
appreciate balance is not easy to strike. 
(C.in C. Portsmouth 1437/24).
Your 1857/20. Concur v/ith C.in C. H.F. 
0034/23.
(C.in C. W.A• 1441/24).

Owing to presence of Pocket Battleship in 
Indian Ocean, return of CORNWALL and 
DORSETSHIRE to U.K. must be postponed. 
(1st S.L. 2305/24).
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Channel
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VESULCKARI 
HORNINGS VAAQ*

MAIDSTONE
TYNE.

Northern
Patrol.
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24.2.1941.
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Defence of United Kingdom.

At 1130/24. (D.C.1142/24). 
At 2330/24. (D.C.2359/24).

Request very early decision on mounting of 
A.A.Guns on Flatholm and Steepholm.
(C.in C. Plymouth, 1105/23).

My 2359/21, your 1516/22 and your 1921/22/12. 
These guns will He manned hy naval personnel 
from the fleet -until local infantry 
"battalions have been sufficiently trained 
to take them over. Request that 
arrangements may be made for A.A. gunners 
to be sent at an early date to man these 
guns pending consideration of final A.A. 
defence, arrangements for Faroes.
(A.C.O.S. 1939/24).

Movements.

My 1229/21. VESLICKARI and HONNINGSVAAG 
delayed by heavy gale off North coast of 
Iceland. Further signal will be made v/hen 
situation is clear.
(F.O.Iceland 1359/24).

In view of docking and subsequent movements 
it is important that MAIDSTONE should be 
relieved by TYNE at earliest possible date. 
Can confirmation now be given that TYNE will 
sail for Scana on 28/2 after acceptance. 
(R.A.D. 1435/24).

Trawler lines tonight. (4 trav/lers). 
(A.C.O.S. 1536/24).
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24.2.1941,
Monday.

HOMS COMMANDS.
Movements. (Contd,)

Submarines. Positions at 0800/25 and movements for 
following 24 hours.
(P.O.S. 1854/24).

SUNFISH. SUNFISH is expected to sail about 0030/25
westv/ards of Orkneys and, Shetlands to 
position 61° 30'N., 2° 30’W. escorted by 
SOUTHERN SHORE thence routed northvmrds. 
(A.C.O.S. 1854/24).

tonight Monday.
(G.in C. W.A. 1924/24 to HUGH WALPOLE).

1800/26 B.S.T. unescorted diving by day 
as far as position C thence on surface at C» 
O’ s discretion routed as follows to 
350° Cape Spartel, 10 miles,
4, OLYMPUS enters North Atlantic Station 
at 0600/2 B.S.T.
(S.5. 2000/24).

Submarines enter N.A.'fc W.I.Station at 1200/2 
/3.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 2211/24).
You may meet in the vicinity of Skerryvore. 
TRIBUNE, TAKU with CUTTY SARK Westbound.
0.21 0.23 with WHITEjBEAR Southbound.

0.21. and 0.23 escorted by WHITE BEAR 
are proceeding Southbound through Minches

WAR PIWAN. 
WAR PINDARI.

Arrangements for WAR DIWAN to relieve WAR 
PINDARI.
(R.A.Scapa 2001/24 to C.in C. H.P.)

OLYMPUS. Intend to sail OLYMPUS from Dartmouth at

TRIBUNE.
£AKU.

Sailed 1630 escorted by CUTTY SARK in 
accordance with Capt: S.2.1048/22.

(S.2. 2321/24 to TRIBUNE, TAKU, 0.21 0.23.)
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N.C.

5XA.

I
KASHMIR.
KIPLING.
JACKAL.
(Relief
of Sscort
for
RESOLUTION).

Convoy 
C .S « 26. 
shelled in 
the Downs.
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24.2.1941. 
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS• 
Operations.

Operation N.C. will "be carried out. 
Zero hour 2115.
(V.A.Dover, 1458/24).

Operation P.Y.A. will he carried out 
tonight.
(C.in C. Nore, 1621/24).

As KASHMIR will not he in Harbour in time 
to sail with JACKAL and KIPLING the latters 
directions proceed in company to comply 
with my 1232/24. This signal will he 
passed to KASHMIR on arrival.
(ii) KASHMIR will he sailed later to join 
JACKAL and KIPLING v/ho are to pass through 
049° 30’N . , 010° OO'W. As much Westing as 
practicable is to he made during night 
24/25.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1724/24 to JACKAL, KASHMIR 
Sailed 0650 KASHMIR. Arrived 1850 KASHMIR. 
Sailed 1900 JACKAL, KIPLING.
Sailed 2032 KASHMIR.
(C.in C. Plymouth, 1910/24 and 2154/24).

Enemy coastal batteries fired thirteen 
rounds between 0506 and 0525 today during 
passage of C.E.26 through the Downs. No 
damage or casualties reported.
(V.A.Dover 1742/24).
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24.2.1941.
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Activity.

To reduce length of signals requesting 
fighter co-operation it is proposed to allot 
permanent code words to regular groups 
sailing in English Channel as has already 
been done for routine minesweeping.
Request five more code words may be alloted. 
(C.in C. Plymouth 0122/24).

Request bombing restrictions Clyde 
Sanctuary from 1800/28 until 0800/2. 
(S.7. 1021/24 to H.Q.C.C.)

Expect air escort of one Whitley from 
0200/25.
(C.in C. W.A. 1049/24 to ENCHANTRESS, 
WHITEHALL).

Expect air escort by Sunderland throughout 
the night.
(C.in C. W.A. 2106/24 to GEORGETOWN)•

Your 0059/22. Concur in principle v/ith 
proposals but as existing limit passes 
too close to Q.Z.Y. 174 and through Q.Z.X.
267 propose para. 3 A (i) of A.M. 1111/20/9/ 
should be amended to read as follows.

2. Reference para.2 of Admty. Msge. 0059/22. 
As destroyers from Plymouth usually operate 
to Southward of the proposed line at least 
one night in 3, propose the Channel West of 
3° West be divided into following area for 
ease of reference.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1120/24 to Admty).
Your 0059/22. Cancel my 1149/22. Concur 
in proposals as far as Nore Command Area is 
concerned. In view of the difficulties 
of accurate navigation by aircraft at night 
I consider that the proposed free bombing a 
is too close to Dungeness to allow a 
sufficient margin of safety for Channel 
convoys Coastal traffic and Warships on 
passage. Propose that distance should be 
increased to at least 10 miles from 
Dungeness.
(C.in C. Nore, 1224/24).
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24.2.1941.
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.

British Air Activity. (Contd. )

A.M. 0059/22. concur.
(C.in C. Portsmouth 1400/24).
My 1900/22. Concur with C.in C. Nore’s
1 9 9 4 - / 94 . -

(V.A.Dover, 1743/24).

My 1202/24. Destroyers attacked "by 
Beaufort Aircraft in position 049° N . ,
003° 25’ W. course 075° at 1328. One 
near miss reported.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1702/24).
Aircraft reported two enemy Destroyers 
at 1040 today 10 miles North of Isle 
de Vierge (Near Ushant) and at 1328 
carried out an unsuccessful attack in 
49® North 03° 25’W. Course of Destroyers 
was 075° and it is possible they may 
pass Gris Nez at Daylight tomorrow.
Request that a dawn fighter reconnaissance 
may he carried out between Boulogne and 
Calais.
(V.A.Dover, 2006/24 to A.O.C. 11 Group).

Enemy Air Activity.

Fighters are being sent to even numbered 
E.N. convoy.
(Rosyth W/T 1210/24).
One enemy aircraft shadov/ing Convoy in 
58° 21'N., 2° 29’W.
(FOWEY 1259/24).
Fighters are being sent to assist.
(Lyness W/T 1809/24).
An enemy air attack is imminent on convoy
pfcsaaE ."p^U?(Lyness W/T 2028/24).

Am being shadowed by one enemy aircraft. 
(KASHMIR 1422/24).
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Orkneys.
BLACKPOOL
attacked*

ATHELSULTAN.
(Bombed
19/2).

CATRON. 
(Bombed 5/12).

Convoy 
E »N•Odd*
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HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Air Activity. (Contd.)

Betv/een 1235 and 1250 today one enemy 
aircraft passed over Skeabrae Stromness 
Sv/itha then turned East and left over 
South Ronaldsay. Height about 20,000 
feet • 2 bombs dropped in Sv/itha Sound
and 6 off Cantick Head no damage or 
casualties. Aircraft v/as engaged by 
shore batteries no result, observed. 
Weather fine v/ind N.E'ly fresh, 
visibility good. BLACKPOOL bombed and 
machine gunned by Ju 88 at 1140 in 58° 
32'N., 2® 49' W . , no hits no casualties. 
(A.C.O.S. 1619/24).

^ N -7 .
C.in C. Rosyth 1708/23. Rescue tug 
sailed to assist ATHELSULTAN into Tyne 
and 1640 sailed for Methil E.T.A.0400/25. 
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 1647/24).

Job D.136 damaged by enemy action in No.8 
dock was successfully refloated on 23/2 
and removed to No. 11 dock v/here the 
vessel has been docked for examination 
and survey.
(Dockyard, Portsmouth 1931/24).

An enemy air ,(attack is immiment on 
convoy to whose assistance
fighters are being sent.
(Liverpool W/T 2250/24).
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WAR DIARY. Monday.

Operation
G.T.

HOME COMMANDS.
Mining.

Completed according to plan.
(Capt: D. 20 0634/24).My 1915/23. M.G.Bs. 58.59.60.61 and 64 returned.

C

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 0759/24).0730/24 H.M.S. INTREPID and IMPULSIVE 
arrived.
(C.in C. Portsmouth 0837/24).
Proceed with despatch to relieve KASHMIR 
towing Motor Gunboat 46 to Plymouth. 
KASHMIR P.C. and S. at 1155/24 173° Lizard 
Head 43 miles 030° 8 knots,
(C.in C. Plymouth 1444/24 to BURWELL).My 1444. 2 Blenheims are escorting.
Proceed to Dartmouth on completion if 
daylight permits.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1456/24 to BURWELL). 
KASHMIR’S P.C. and S. at 1442 165°. The 
Lizard 35 miles 030° 7 knots.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1511/24 to BURWELL). 
BURWELL taken over. E.T.A. Rame Head 1840. 
KASHMIR 1737/24).

Thames
Estuary.

LL Trawlers report one red mine detonated 
at 1937/23 in 223° Knot) Bell Buoy 4±  
cables.
(Capt: M/S Sheerness 1025/24).

Q
P.W.5. Weather permitting Operation P.W.5. v/ill 

be carried out tonight, ships sailing 
at 1815.(C.in C. Nore, 1036/24).
M.T.Bs. 31.32.34 sailed at 1820. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1838/24).

Z.M.E.20. Intend leaving Milford Haven 1715 today 
for Operation Z.M.E.20. To lay at 2315 returning on completion about 0420/25. 
(PLOVER 1109/24).

Tees.
Hartlepool.

Ports of Tees and Hartlepool now open. 
(N.O.I.C. Hartlepool, 1620/24).
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North
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Point
and
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E/Boats.
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HOME COMMANDS. 
Mining. (Contd,)

Following 4 mines exploded by sweepers 
today.
First Mine. At 0935/24 in 104° St. Anns 
Head 12 Gables.
Second Mine. At 0936/24 in 131° St. Anns 
Head 10.5 cables.
Third Mine. At 0945/24 in 119° St. Anns 
Head 13,5 cables. 180° 3 knots. Green 
10° 1 cable.
Fourth Mine. At 1037/24 in 120° St. Anns 
Head 22 cables.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1731/24).

Details of 5 mines exploded.
(P.M.S.O. North Shields, 1755/24, 1800/24, 
1803/24, 1805/24, 1809/24).

The following three mines exploded today. 
Off Spurn Point. Particulars.
A spontaneous explosion occurred at 1727 
in 106° Eastern end of Victoria Pier Hull, 
5.75 cables.
(F.O. Humber, 1818/24).

Details of 2 mines exploded off the 
Mumbles and one off Flatholm light, 
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1850/24 1910/24, 2214/24 
0950/25).

Enemy Intelligence.

Suspect E/Boat vicinity 54 E buoy at 
2346.
(C.in G. Nore, 0003/24).
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lie Vierge.
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Minesv/eeplng,

Aultbea
Mine-loop*

Plashes*
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Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence* (Contd.)

Indication of possible E/Boat position 
Z at 2240*
(C.in C. Nore, 2311/24)*

Estimate photographs obtained of Erest 
harbour. T h e ^ n ^ E R  Cftwe/ Cruiser) 
is still present in dry dock.
(Plymouth 1140/24) (D.D.I.C* 1615/24).

Unknov/n vessel follov/ing us at speed. 
Position 60° 58’N . , 20° 23’W. 
(Unknov/n Vessel 1158/24).

Aircraft reports at 1040 tv/o destroyers 
10 miles North lie Vierge course 075. 
Section of Blenheims and Beaufort A/C 
have been ordered to attack, shadoY/ and 
report.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1202/24).

Magnetic mines being sv/ept by German 
Aircraft in Flushing area, also at 
unspecified district in Norv/ay C.3. 
(N.A.Stockholm, 1715/24).

Miscellaneous.

Ml. Mine loop laid. 
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 1027/24).

2 v/hite flashes not A.A.fire lasting a 
feY/ seconds v/ere seen oiit to sea in a 
Y/esterly direction from Fortune Well 1194 
at 2245 hours. Report of similar flashes 
in this direction at 2212 hours just 
received from 8th Essex Regiment.
(10th Somerset Regt. 2250/24 to Admty).



806

WAR DIARY*

Anchorage
Returns.

Coastal
Convoys,

W .N, 90.

F.S.17A. u  i j A 

F.S.18. I €

F.N.14. If/Lf. 

F.S.19. h- i

MOST SECRET.

24.2.1941.
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys.

It may become necessary to fill 
certain anchorages to capacity at short 
notice. Daily anchorage return should 
he completed by a foot-note in the form 
”25 acceptable”. This is to indicate 
approximate number of auditional ships 
which can be accommodated on a date 
2 days after issue of the anchorage 
return, account being taken of probable 
arrivals and sailings in the meantime. 
(D.T.D. 1919/24 to N.C.S.O's Kirkwall, 
Belfast, Oban, Aultbea).

0828/24. Escort, 2 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde 0848/24). Names. 
(0857/24).

Humber ships arrived, (exception). 
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 0930/24).

Humber ships arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Humber 0930/24). Position, 
19 ships for London. (N.C.S.O. Thames, 
1052/24). Arrived except GARONNE. 
(2049/24).

Humber ships arrived. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 
0932/24). Arrived 1130/24. (N.C.S.O. 
Methil, 1146/24). AROSA absentee. 
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 1721/24).

51 ships. (P.O.I.C. Tyne, 0939/24). 
List from Tyne to London.
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, no T.0.0.)
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Coastal 
Convoys. 
(Contd.)

HOME COMMANDS. 
Ship-pin# and Convoys.

F.N.l^. 0839/24, 15 ships. (N.C.S.O. Thames 
1004/24), KITTIWAKE with. (1006/24). List. (1109/24) 1 ship. (N.C.S.O. Harwich 
1538/24). Joining from Humber,
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 1720/24).

12 M/Vs. Your 1906/23, ’’Chain" arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Dartmouth to Portsmouth, 1010/24).

E.N.75. 1 arrival.
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 1026/24). 1 arrival. 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 2033/24).

E.N.77. 0400/25* Escorts. 25 ships. Codes, 
(N.C.S.O. Methil, 1125/24). ST. LOMAN additional escort. (C.in C. Rosyth, 
1240/24).

p. s  • if. HEBE additional escort. 
(C.in C. Rosyth 1125/24).

P• S. i8., Lf i ii 
P.S.X£, i + t G ,  P.N.l€ > , U I 1  
P .N.17, If r y. C.E.26.

Positions.
(C.in C. Nore, 1200/24).

C.E.26. M.L.105 arrived. (N.C.S.O. Thames 1203/24) All arrived. (N.C.S.O. Thames, 1359/24).



803

<0

MOST SECRET*

WAR DIARY.
24.2.1941.
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

Coastal 
Convoys. 
(Contd.)

S .N .U .7 6 . 0330/25, unescorted, 4 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1248/24).

W.N.U. 89. 1330/24, unescorted, 6 ships.
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1446/24). List 
(1520/24).

W.N.89. Position. (HUgH WALPOLE, 1657/24).

E.N.76. Position. (A.C.O.S. 1704/24).

W.N.U.88. Names and destinations. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1759/24).

7 M / V ’s. Escort. (N.C.S.O. Dartmouth, 2223/24)

F.N.17# EXMOOR additional escort. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 2234/24).

F • S • 23̂ . 5-1 Sailed. 2300/24. 28 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Methil, 2315/24).

Ocean
Convoys.

O.E.0.290. 0245/24. 2 ships, names and E.T.A.
(N.C.S.O. Oban, 0415/24).
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24.2.1941.
WAR DIARY. Monday.

Ocean 
Convoys. 
(Contd.)

HOMS COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

H.X.107. 1 arrival. (N.C.S.O. Belfast, 0859/24). 
1 arrival. (N.C.S.O. Mersey, 1725/24).

0.B.C.290. Amendment to list, (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0945/24] List and destinations.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1045/24 Admty. B.O. 
Greenock, 1914/24).

0.B.290. 2 ships. (N.C.S.O. Belfast, 1000/24).
1 Absentee. (N.C.S.O. Mersey 1104/24).

H.X.108. 1 deletion. (D.T.D. 1113/24).

S.C.22. Destinations. (D.T.D. 1114/24, 1115/24, 
1116/24).

H.G.53. OUSEL arrived. (N.C.S.O. Belfast 1155/24). 
2 arrivals. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1346/24).
2 arrivals. (N.C.S.O. Mersey 1725/24).
1 arrival. (N.C.S.O. Belfast, 2110/24).

0.B.288. E.T.A. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1205/24).
List and destinations. (N.C.S.O. Mersey, 
1338/24).

0.G.54. WIGRY, poor speed. (N.C.S.O. Oban, 1230/24 
Listdestinations and E.T.A.
(F.aX. C.Milford Haven, 1900/24).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Ocean Convoys. (Contd.)

Shipping and Convoys, (Contd.)

0.G.M.54. 1822/24, escorts. 13 ships. (P.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1901/24).

S.C.24, Advance sailing telegram, (S.C.N.O. Halifax, 1329/24).

O.G. 7 Turkish ferry boats to be included in next• (C. in C. W .A. 1330/24).

H.X.109. Meet. (C.in C. W.A. 1648/24 to MALCOLM MALLOW etc.)

H.X.lll. A.sking why tankers not included. (D.T.D. 1735/24 to N.C.S.O. Bermuda).

H.X.112* Destinations. (D.T.D. 2017/24).

H.X.112.) S.C.24. )
Cruiser to cover. Dates and Routes. (D.O.D.(H) 2204/24 to C.in C. H.P.) See Operations Volume.

ORDUNA. Estimated position at 1200/24.(C.in C. W.A. 1130/24 to LANCASTER). Unable to locate. (LANCASTER 1530/24). Aooroved to return Port Z.A.(C^in C. W.A. 1916/24). My E.T.A. (LANCASTER, 2020/24).

DETTIFOSS. Halifax to Reykjavik (route). (D.T.D. 2110/24).



MOST SSCREs.u
WAR DIARY.

24.2.1941,
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping and Convoys. (Contd.)

Military
Convoys.

T.C.9.
^ 01** 101*' )

T,C»9. will pass through following 
estimated position (z) .
2. Route thence through position (p).
3. Convoy consists of (?five) ships. 
Ocean escort C.S*18 in EDINBURGH. A/S 
escort OTTAWA, HAVELOCK, RESTIGOUCHE, 
ASSINIBOINE, CHURCHILL, Pr. Light 
Cruiser LEOPARD.
4. Capt: (D)3 in INGLEFIELD with 
ECLIPSE and ECHO to carry out an A/S 
sweep along reverse of route in para.2 
and when met are to form additional A/S 
escort for convoy T.C.9*
(R.A.D.H.P. 0416/24).
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WAR DIARY.

PASS OP LENY.

GARONNE. 
(Grounded 
25/3) «

M.G.B.63.

Derelict#

o(Z I

24.2.1941#
Monday.

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.
Af 7? -wv

Admty* 1333/18. Sailed H.M.Tug BRIGAND 
with PASS OP DENY in tow. E.T.A.Methil 
1200/24.
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 0140/24).

Sailed tug NORMAN to assist GARONNE 
aground betv/een 56A and 55A buoys. 
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth, 0355/24).
Detail SAHHIRE to stand by GARONNE. 
(W00LST0N, 0356/24 to VORTIGERN).
Our degaussing gear out of action we now 
? stopped endeavouring to effect repairs. 
(NORMAN 0600/24),
Report situation and position of GARONNE. 
Fighter protection arranged. Code Y/ord 
"Adam"help messages on Port Wave.
(C.in C. Nore, 0633/24 to SAPPHIRE).
One escort is to part company at 1300 and 
return up Barrov/ Deep to look for 
S.S. GARONNE. If found she is to be 
escorted to the Nore L.V.
(C.ih C. Nore, 1135/24 to WOOLSTON). 
Proceeding in accordance v/ith C.in C. 
Nore’s 1135.
(WOOLSTON 1234/24 to VORTIGERN).
Your 1500/24 remain in vicinity of B 
eight buoy until 1600.
(C.in C. Nore, 1545/24 to VORTIGERN).

M.G.B.63 has not returned to harbour. 
Last seen by M.G.B.42 at 2145/23 about 
40 miles South of Eddystone. Blenheim 
Aircraft has been sent to search for her 
and has orders to inform you if seen. 
Report if M.G.B.46 has any later 
information of M.G.B.63.
(C.in C. Plymouth, 1032/24 to KASHMIR).

1. Derelict reported in 53° 54’N . , 
13° 59’W. at 1125 on 23rd.
Being broadcast for 24 hours. 
(Hydrographer 1720/24).
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ASAKA MRU,

^ PANDORA,

TUNA
^  PANDORA•

H.G.54.

French
Shipping
Movements,

H.G.55.
bunkers.

Air Renort,

MOST SECRET,

24.2,1941.
Monday,

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic.
My 1521/15/2, Lisbon reports Japanese 
ship ASAKA M R U  sailed p.m./23 
destination unknown. She is not to be 
interfered v/ith.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0757/24 to N.A.Station.)

> (Capt: S.8 1056/24 to PANDORA) See also 
China Station,

Report your P.C. and S. 24 hours before 
arrival position F. Trawler SCOTTISH,o 
ALOUETTE on patrol off Lisbon.
(Capt: S.8, 1022/24 to PANDORA)*

At 1200/25. TUNA v/ith Convoy H.G.54. 
PANDORA 041° N . , 010° 50’W. proceeding 
on the surface through 038° 20’N . , 010° 
50’W. and 036° 45’N . , 009° 30’W. to 
Gibraltar speed 10 knots.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1034/24).

My 1615/23 (Ships Joining Convoy H.G.54) 
all six ships have sailed.
(N.C.S.O. Funchal 1330/24 toAdmty).

Gibraltar 1200/24 French armed trawler 
LA HAVRAISE escorting CAPITAINE « T mARTIN, 
IMERETHIE II both passing loaded from 
Westward to Eastv/ard.
(S.O.(I) Gibraltar 1447/24).
Ref: 1620/20 from F.O.C.N.A. (re Ships 
ex S.L.S.64) following is part 2,
MARGO'S VOLTURNO, CLUn O ark> BLAIR^-THOLL, 
POLYTOR, ANNA MAZARAKI. (cargoes a'nd 
destinations). (N.C.S.O. Funchal 1647/24)

Ov/ing to temporary coal shortage here 
ships for H.G.55 should be bunkered as 
far as possible at Lisbon for 26 days on 
leaving Gibraltar. (R.A.Gibraltar 1600/24 
to N.C.S.O. Lisbon).

Daily Summary Operations. Area covered 
5° West to 8° 30’West.
(200 Group, 1700/24).



War Diary.

Italian
Aircraft.

Official call 
~by F.O.C.N.A.

MARSDALE. 
ISIS.
ENCOUNTER.

CLEMATIS.

MORVIKfiN 
raft found.

Special movements.

OAKDENE.
GUIDO.

DELHI.

MOST SECRET. 8 1 4

FOREIGN STATIONS.

24.2.1941.Monday,

North Atlantic, (contd). 
Movements. (N.A.Lisbon 1732/24).

At request of the Governor and after 
consulting H.B.M. Ambassador Madrid today 
I paid an official call on the Military 
Governor at Algeciras meeting a most 
cordial reception. (P.O.C.N.A. 1842/24).

Departure for R.3. escorted by ISIS 
ENCOUNTER as far as 033° 30'N. 009° 40* W. 
Destroyers thence to Freetown. (Route). 
(F.O.C.N.A, 1942/24).

South Atlantic,
Attack on S/m contact 1900/23 (See 
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN).

Lanes life raft containing 7 suits oilskins 
with Norwegian Ensign and name MORVIKSH, 
Bergen, 193^> was washed ashore on 21/2 
at Spitzkop near Cape Agulhas. MORVIKfiN 
sailed Capetown 22/8/1940 for Calcutta but 
failed to arrive. Lloyds Index dated 
14/1/1941 reports this ship 1930 miles 
N.E. Capetown on 28/8/40. (S.O.I. Capetown 
IO30/24).

Forecast, Week ending 1/3- (S.O.I. Capetown 
1047/24). , ,Amendment to 1601/20 (S.O.(l) Capetown 12p0/24) 
’Week ending 1/3 (C. in C. S.A. 1305/24).

Your 2105/22. OAKDENE sailed independently 
(my 1902/20) GUIDO cannot discharge cargo 
but will take 150 tons coal on deck, which 
will enable her to reach U.K.
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 1114/24).

My 2037/18 (DELHI to be retained at 
Simonstown) On completion of laying D.G. 
range DELHI is to be sailed for Singapore 
as in my 1155/16. (C. in C. S.A. 1141N/24 
to F.O.I.C. Simonstown).

/s.L.6 6 . . . . . . . . . .
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War Diary.
21+.2.1941.Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

S.L. 66.
South Atlantic, (contd).
Admiralty 1914/22. S.L. 66 estimated 
to be 10 hours late. Cdre’s noon R/V for 
24/2 was 313° "Lark", 96 miles. 3 ships 
sailed from St. Vincent to join convoy 
estimated to have been 85 miles ahead of 
convoy at 2100 GMT/2 3  have been so 
informed and instructed to join A.M./25. 
(C. in C. S.A. 1231N/24 to F.O.C.N.A., 
KENYA).

Minesweepers, Admty 1355/22 and S.N.O. Simonstown's 1314B/ 
22. NOBLE NORA, TRANSV44IA, EGELAND and 
JOHN WILLIAMSON are only to be taken up 
subject to satisfactory survey.
(D.M.S. 1236/24 to N.O.I.C. Durban).

S.S. CUBA. CYCLAMEN and transport CUBA sailed 15i>0 
G.M.T. speed 9.5. knots.
(N.C.S.O. Takoradi I600/24).

Raider,
CUMBERLAND. 
NEWCASTLE. 
ASTURIAS.

GLASGOW'S 09442/22. If there is definite 
evidence of ADMIRAL SCHEER in position 
reported, I consider it possible to break 
concentration of cruisers (? as proposed) 
Desirable to Visit Falkland Is. in 
CUMBERLAND.
(a) CUMBERLAND has developed defects 
requiring 5r days with one shaft out of 
action. During this period much needed 
self refit could be carried out.
(b) Opportunity to discuss defence matters 
with Governor.
(c) Consultation re W/T communication.
(d) Administrative arrangements re stores 
provisions and ammunition.
I consider for reason (a) visit should be 
made if dispersion of cruisers can be 
accepted. I propose to leave Plate 26/2 
returning to Plate area about 9/3* 
NEWCASTLE remains Plate area and ASTURIAS 
Rio De Janeiro area during my absence. 
(R.A.S.A.D., 1643Z/24 to C. in C. S.A).

/Suspicious,
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War Diary.

Suspicious
Vessel,
HALCYON.

Whale
Catchers.

TERROR 
bombed 
and sunk.

NORTHERN 
PRINCE.

French 
Fleet, 
Alexandria.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

2U.2.19U1.
Monday,

South Atlantic, (contd).

Master of Panama Ship HALCYON reports 
having sighted suspicious vessel 1700/9 
in position 000° 31* S. 01+0° 05'W. about 
1800 tons (details). Vessel closed the 
HALCYON to four miles then altered course 
North. No guns visible. Wireless 
operator reports that vessel made by 
W/T continued repetition letter D. 
(N.C.S.O. Bahia 1655/21+ to Admty) See 
also 151+5/25.

My I5 15Z/23 (THORSHAMMER and 6 catchers 
to leave 22/2) Following received from 
South Georgia. THORSHAMMER has not yet 
left for Fayal 2330/23.
(N.O.I.C. Falklands 2131/21+ to C. in C.S.A)

Mediterranean.

A.I+6 7, 21+/2. All possible steps to be 
taken to provide fighter protection for 
damaged warship. At present off Derna 
proceeding Tobruk.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 011+9/21+ to 202 Group). 
TERROR sank off Derna at 01+00 to-day as 
result of damage frpm close misses in two 
bombing attacks, (a) At Benghazi on 22nd. 
(b) Off Derna evening 25rd. No casualties 
as far as known. Consider this information 
can be withheld from publication as enemy 
can have no knowledge of her sinking.
(C. in C. Med. 1056/21+ to Admty).

N.O.i/c Simonstown's 1525B/20. Request 
this may be arranged or any other tranship
ment which would expedite arrival of the 
cargo of NORTHERN PRINCE in the canal area. 
Whole cargo and two pom-poms mounted in 
the ship urgently required. (C. in C. Med, 
1150/21+ to Admty).

Reply to 13I+I/H repayments to Godfroy's 
fleet. (Head of M. 1200/21+ to C. in C. Med)

/Air
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Air Report,
Tobruk
bombed.

Destroyers’ 
armaments.

Operation
M.C.8.

Benghazi 
lack of 
A/A
protection.

A.N.15.
A.S.16.

Operation < 
MAR 2.
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21*.2.1941.Monday »
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean, (contd).
Operational.
1. 25/2. Enemy bombed Tobruk Harbour 
at dawn. No damage or casualties. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1236/21+).

Re removal of tubes and fitting of guns. 
(0. in 0. Med 1258/21+).

Situation report. My 1228/16. Operation 
M.G. 8 completed successfully. CLAN MACAULAY 
bombed by shadower and low level attack 
made on her one bomb passing through funnel. 
One Heinkel III was shot down and one damaged 
by Fulmars who were providing protection.
Other attacking formations were evidently 
searching for convoy or battle fleet but 
failed to locate passing close astern.
2. It has been necessary to withdraw all 
ships from Benghazi owing to inadequacy of 
A/A and lack of fighter protection which 
results in German aircraft being very 
little hampered on coast of Cyrenaica.
5 or 6 aircraft have been shot down including 
one torpedo aircraft by PEONY. At 0630/l9»
9 aircraft attacked COVENTRY, VOYAGER;and 
Corvettes off Benghazi, no damage but 
near misses. 2 aircraft appeared to be 
in difficulties. Loss of TERROR reported 
in my 1056/21+ must be in part attributed 
to lack of A/A defence which made Benghazi 
untenable. Army is now being supplied by 
land from Tobruk and this must continue 
so long as other commitments give free hand 
to enemy A/C i^this region.
3. Convoys A.N. 15 and A.S. 16 arrived Piraeus 
and Egyptian ports 19th and 21+/2 respectively.
i+. Progress in clearing canal disappointing, 
separate signal is being made giving details.
5. Operation MAR 2 to capture Casteloritzo 
now in progress. HSREWARD and DECOY landing 
a Commandofollowed by ROSAURA with permanent 
garrison. GLOUCESTER and LADYBIRD in 
support. C.S.3 in charge.
(C; in C. Med. 11+50/21+ to Admty).

/Canal
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22+ . 2 . 1 9 4 1 .War Diary, Monday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean, (contd).
Canal Area. Situation Report. (C. in C. Med 1550/22+) 

See Mediterranean Volume.

Ships opening 
fire at aircraft.

H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1552+/22+.

W.S. 6. Your 162+6/16. Re high explosives in W.S.6. 
Confirmed. (D.T.S.D. 1655/22+ to C. in C. Med)

B.S. 17 slow section. 1500 G.M.T./22+. List of ships (S.B.N.O. 
Suez Canal area 16j>5/22+) .

A.S. 15. Convoy A.S. 15 arrived. (N.O.I.C. Port Said 
1656/22+ to Admty).

East Indies.
Italian
Somaliland.
(P h n w *

My 1906/25. Over 3000 prisoners and 
much material were captured 25/2 and it 
appears enemy is in full retreat. 
ENTERPRISE aircraft reconnoitred Lacte 19/2 hut no shipping observed in anchorage 
or vicinity. (C. in C. E.I. 02+20Z/22+ 
to Admty).

B.N. 17. Departures 02+20Z/22+ SHOREHAM, YARRA, with 
B.N. 17, 02+2+OZ CHAKDINA for Perim patrol. 
(N.O.I.C. Aden, 02+2+5/22+).

Enemy
Units.

D/F Bearings obtained of 2 German targets 
in Indian Ocean at 1557 and 2136 G.M.T/23. D/F conditions bad. Targets were probably 
within 600 miles Saya-de-Malha bank. Not 
known if bearings were both of the same 
unit. (C. in C. E.I. 0500Z/22+ to Force V). 
Request your remarks on my 0500/22+ re 
direction finding, being passed to you 
may be signalled to me. (C. in C. E.I. 
0502/22+ to Admty, Capt O.S. Sihgapore).

/Your
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Enemy Units. 
(contd.).

Convoy
W.S.5.B.X.

ENTERPRISE.

ANTENOR. 
Convoy B.M.1+.

Troopships for 
Australia.

B.N.16.

Bombardment 
of Brava.

lip..

RANCHI

GLASGOW 
Force ~Z.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

21+.2.191+1.
Monday.

East Indies. (contd.)

Your 0502/214-. No indication that bearings 
are of same unit. Target at 2156 possibly 
in Eastern Mediterranean. Bearing at 1557 
gives very poor fix probably in area 
indicated in your para. two.
(Cant. O.S. Singapore 1031Z/21+ to C.in C. 
E.I.).

Your 0500Z/21+. Bearings inconclusive but 
traffic suggests two different units, 
possibly raider and supoly ship.
(D.D.I.C. 1825/21+ to C.in C. E.I.).

List of ships. (N.C.S.O. Zanzibar 
0855Z/21+).

Mombasa left) 21+/2 081+5 G.M.T. 
(N.O.I.C. Zanzibar 0915Z/21+).

ANTENOR is to leave Aden A.M./27 and proceed 
to Karachi passing through (position) arrive 
(date).
(ii) ANTENOR is to escort Karachi section of 
convoy BM 1+, leaving Karachi (date) for 
Bombay, and is subsequently to escort BM 1+ 
leaving Bombay (date) for the East.
(C.in C. E.I. 131+2Z/21+).

C.in C. E.I. approval requested to proceed 
unescorted. (P.S.T.O. India 101+5Z/21+).

\r«c HU

Convoy B.N.16 arrived Suez 23/2 and 21+/2. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal, 1121/21+).

Operational Summary 259 up to 1200 hours 
21+/2 191+1. 1+. Kenya 23/2. A Glenn Martin
co-operating with H.M. ships in bombardment 
of Brava confirmed buildings destroyed and 
fires started. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 12^>l+/2l+).

My 1511+/25 . On arrival at position MB" 
RANCHI is to proceed Durban so as to arrive 
p.m./27« (C.in C. E.I. 1^1+8Z/21+).

Your 1828Z/23 para. one. Approved for 
GLASGOW to rendezvous with Force Z.
Further instructions follow.
(D.O.D. (F) 1611/21+ to C.in C. E.I.).

* U -o  uiyhflLvJc

/  Shipping • • •
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War Diary.

Shipping
Bunkers.

-^AUSTRALIA.

CAPETOWN,
ENTERPRISE.

Messages 
passed on.

DORSETSHIRE. 
CORNWALL. 
CANBERRA. 
LEANDER. 

--^AUSTRALIA. 
GLASGOW.

~̂CrX-£ *Z.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

2^.2.1941.Monday.

East Indies, (contd).
To avoid confusion to tanker programme 
most important that supplies should he 
made in accordance with nomination unless 
strong reasons exist for disregarding them. 
(D.T.D. 1721/24 to N.O.I.C. Aden).

My 1828/2.5. On completion of fuelling 
AUSTRALIA is to oroceed at 18 knots towards 
position 028° S. 045° E.
(C. in C. E.I. 1842Z/24 to Force V).
Note. This was cancelled see 0452Z/25).

My l828/2.> and my 1350/23. On completion 
with fuel at Port Victoria Seychelles 
CAPETOWN is to proceed to rendezvous with 
W.S. 5 B.X. escorted hy ENTERPRISE in 
position 006° 20’N. 055° 50' E. at 0900Z/27. 
Speed of advance of convoy is 16 knots.
(C. in C. E.I. 1856Z/24 to Force V. 
ENTERPRISE).

My 1826/2.5 following messages have "been 
recyphered to addressees C. in C. E.I. 
1828/23, 1346/24 1842/24 and GLASGOW 1512/23. 
(C. in C. E.I. 2030/24 to Adty).

Pending further report of Pocket Battleship 
following redispositions are to he effected. 
DORSETSHIRE to remain on E. Indies Station. 
She requires 10 days self refit. CORNWALL 
is allocated to W.S.6. and is to join 
convoy before Pocket Battleship can reach 
it, in the meantime remaining in Cape area. 
CANBERRA and LEANDER in company are to 
proceed toward Fremantle. AUSTRALIA 
should he employed in the Eastern area 
of the Indian Ocean so as to facilitate 
her return to Australia should the Japanese 
situation deteriorate. C. in C. East 
Indies 1828Z/23, GLASGOW may relieve 
DORSETSHIRE with Force Z if still desired. 
(D.O.D.(F) 2307/24 to C. in C's E.I. S.A)
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V/ar Diary.

Singapore
Conference.

HILDA ROLLER.

Reserve of
Aviation
Spirit.

TAIKOO.

AS AKA

N.E.I. Navy 
and German 
Raider.

2h. 2. 19U1. 
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

China.

Your 1820/23. para. 5. Statement of 
forces available not yet received. 
Conference now considering this subject 
and early information essential.
(C. in C. China, 0113/21+, to Admty.)

Overdue British Steamer due 20/2, from 
Colombo. (N.C.S.O. Singapore, 0825Z/2lt-)

Admty. I6U 4./2O. 180 tons of M.T.B.fuel
already carried in lighters as reserve. 
Consider additional 320 tons may be 
required. Preferable to hold in lighters 
than in shore dumps. Lighter required 
for this is earmarked for requisition 
when required. (N. 0.1. C. Hong Kong, 
102l|/2U> to Admty.)

Request approximate position of tug 
TAIKOO towing dredger from Singapore to 
Aden. (A.C.N.S. (F) 1238/2U to C. in 
C ’s China, E.I.)

My llUl/19_,. Ministry of Marine informs 
me ASAKA^Wrt Lisbon for Bilbao I0OO/2 3, 
and will arrive 0900/25* She will pass 
through following positions 
(N.A. , Tokyo, 1636/ 214-, to Admty.)

Request you will inform C. in C. N.E.I. 
of presence of German Pocket Battleship 
in Indian Ocean, last reported near 
Seychelles 22/2. Report action Dutch are 
prepared to take to counter possibility 
of pocket battleship passing through 
Sunda Islands should she be proceeding 
to Pacific. (1 S.L. 2214-7/2U, to C. in C. 
China.)



MOST SECRET. 822

War Diary.

U.S. Liaison 
Mission.

VAN KINSBERGEN.

AKAROA.

B.H.X. 113. 
Escort.

Mails.

2k. 2. 19U1. 
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies.
Your IH4O/I7. Mission formed. 
Proposed scope of work. (Controller 
1112/2ij. to N.A. Washington) See 
Operations Volume.

Leave Trinidad 26/2, and proceed to 
patrol in area enclosed in the following 
positions.
(a) Antigua (h) Galera point 
Trinidad, (c) 00U° 30* N 0l+5° 00' W.
(d) 004° 30’ N, 0k2° 00’ W. Leave patrol 
so as to arrive Trinidad 3/3* For future 
reference this area will be known as 0 
area. (C. in C. A.W.I. ,1122/2l+» to 
VAN KINSBERGEN.)

Your 1311/23, re speed of AKAROA, 10 
knots correct due to steep zigzag day and 
night. (S.N.O.,Curacao, 1205/2U, to 
Admty. )

Due to defective generators LACONIA 
unlikely to be able to sail for Bermuda 
for B.H.X. 113. In view of state of 
LETITIA, urgent defects in RANPURA and 
need for adjusting Northern patrol 
programme ref. 2235/23» from AUS0NIA,no 
alternative can be arranged. Could 
escort for B.H.X. 113 be provided locally. 
(F.O. 3 B.S., 1U09/2U, to C. in C. A.W.I.)
Your li+09/2^. It is hoped that PRINCE 
DAVID will be available for B.H.X. 113*
(C. in C. A.W.I., 17k2/2h, to R.A.3.)

Your 1732/22. No evidence, but Master 
of U.S. Ship EXETER stated that he knew 
several thousand bags had been carried 
by Portuguese ship. He will be further 
questioned on next arrival. (C. in C. 
A.W.I. 2123/21+. )
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
Australia.

GEORGE M. 
LIVANOS.

My 0302Z/9, Greek Vessel GEORGE M. 
LIVANOS due Aden 10/3 has following
service cargo for Middle East.
(A.C.N.B., Melbourne 0045/24, to C.in C. 
Med,, etc.)

1000Z/21, for Pladjoe. Ordered by W/T 
on 22/2, to proceed to Geraldton for 
re-routeing to Balik Papen but 
arrive. Further W/T instructive m  
plain language have been maae. 
(A.C.N.B., 1232Z/24 toAdmty).

New Zealand.

permissible, to issue to the press 
some account of operation by LEANDER. 
Request your remarks. (N.Z.N.B., 0453Z/24 
to C.in C. E.I.).

HERBORG. Your 1936/21. EERBORG left Fremantle

LEANDER. New Zealand Gov. would like, if
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ARKADIA

DELOS

24.2.1941.
Monday.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Arrived Istanbul 23/2 ARKADIA. 
(Galata 1304/24.).

Left Varna In ballast for Soviet Port 
(Varna 1717/24).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

GIUSEPPINA Departure In Ballast Constanza.
CHtRARDl (Varna 1717/24).
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War Diary.

MANISTEE
(torpedoed 25/2).

MANISTEE 
again attacked. 
( Convoy org-xga.)

JONATHAN HOLT.

24.2.1941.
Monday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked.

Following received MANISTEE course 000°
6 knots. Damage at present under 
control. (C.in C. W.A., 0029/24 to 
HEATHER).
Am proceeding with LEOPARD to MANISTEE's 
position expect to arrive about 0500. 
(CHURCHILL, 0110/24).
My 2320/23. HEATHER Is to continue at 
best speed to make contact with MANISTEE 
reported steering 000°, 6 knots at 
2245/23. (C.in C. W.A. 0404/24, to 
HEATHER).
At 0400 B.S.T. my p.c. and s. 058°
55’ N. 021° 00• W.? 093° 7^ knots. 
(MANISTEE, 0405/24, to C.in C. W.A., 
etc.).
Report your condition and whether tugs 
could be of assistance.
(C.in C. W.A. 0429/24, to MANISTEE). 
Intercepted at 0623 G.M.T. D E G C K 
S S S S position 58° 55 N., 20° 50 W., 
MANISTEE torpedoed. (Coastguard,
Port Patrick, 0618/24, Lyness W/T., 
0618/24).
Searching round position 058° 55' N.
020° 50' W.
(HEATHER, 1013/24 to C.in C. W.A.). 
Report if contact has been made with 
MANISTEE or HEATHER.
(C.in C. W.A. 1044/24, to CHURCHILL). 
Your 1044/24. Area searched from 0430 
to 0600 contact not made. In view of 
your 0656/24 and your 0404/24 to HEATHER 
and poor visibility ship proceeded 
rendezvous. Am now hunting U-Boat.
59. 40 N., 20. 30 W. (weather). 
(CHURCHILL, 1130/24, to C.in C. W.A.).

0140 JONATHAN HOLT (British, 4973 tons, In 
Convoy 0.B.289) torpedoed position 
061° 10* N. 011° 55* W.
(MALCOLM 0258/24 to C.in C. W.A.).
Two survivors. Ship has sunk.
(MALCOLM, 0636/24, to C.in C. W.A.).
Ships detached to stand by JONATHAN HOLT 
should report names when well clear of 
convoy.
(C.in G. W.A. 0720/24, to MALCOLM.).

/ HUNTINGDON • • • •
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Ships Attacked. (Contd.)

HUNTINGDON. (British, 10946 tons.) S.O.S. Torpedoed.
58° 09' N. 21° 161 W.
(HUNTINGDON, 0309/24).
HUNTINGDON torpedoed in 58° 09« N. 21° 16* W.

2 E/ at 0309. When MANISTAN" is met report her 
condition and whether worth while sending 
tugs.
(C.in C. W.A., 0509/24, to HEATHER).
When you are convinced that all possible 
assistance has been rendered to MANISTEE you 
should proceed to render assistance to 
HUNTINGDON torpedoed in position 058° 09’ N. 
021° 15’ W. at 0300/24.
(C.in C. W.A., 1049/24, to HEATHER).
Your 1011/24. If nothing found by dark 
tonight Monday proceed to search for HUNTINGDON 
or survivors torpedoed in 058° 09’ N.
021° 16' W. at 030/24. Report movements.
(C.in C. W.A., 1735/24, to HEATHER).

MANSEPOOL (British, 4894 tons). In Convoy 0.B.289.
Second ship torpedoed In position 061° 12' N. 
012° 36* W. Ship afloat. Searching with 
A/S ship escort with star shell.
(iviALCOLM, 0456/24, to C.in C. W.A.).
My 0456. MANSEPOOL torpedoed in 061° 12' N. 
012° 36» W. PETUNIA standing by with 
17 survivors. Possibility of salvage good. 
(MALCOLM, 0624/24 to C.in C. W.A. etc.). 
Request you will sail SALVONIA and SEAMAN 
through Minches to 61° 12' N. 12° 36' W. 
to assistance of torpedoed ship.
Escort will be provided outside Minches. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 0810/24, to N.O.I.C. 
Campbeltown) •
My 0810/24 name of torpedoed ship is 
MANSEPOOL, good possibility of salvage. 
PETUNIA standing by. SALVONIA is to remain 
In company with SEAMAN.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1207/24, to SALVONIA 
SEAMAN).
Tugs SALVONIA and SEAMAN sailed from 
Campbeltown at 0900, In accordance with my 
0810/24. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1215/24 to
G.in C. W.A.).
Your 1155 (No trace in War Reg.) am 
proceeding. Have found steamship MANSEPOOL 
torpedoed and abandoned position 061° 07* N. 
012° 47' W.
(NORTHERN REWARD, 1533/24 to S.O. Trawlers, 
Northern Patrol.

/ BRITISH GUNNER • • • •
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships Attacked. (Contd.)

(British tanker, 6894 tons), (in Convoy 
O.B. 289) SSSS de GKR. Presumed BRITISH 
GUNNER been attacked by submarine position 
61. 07 N., 13. 10 W. 0450/24.
(Wick Radio, 0501/24).
The following intercepted. Ship torpedoed, 
presumed BRITISH GUNNER in position 061°
07» N. 013° 10» W.
(A.C.W.A., 0812/24, to MALCOLM).
BRITISH GUNNER torpedoed in engine room 
stopped with crew on board. PETUNIA now 
standing by BRITISH GUNNER. Position 
061° 15* N. 013° 29* W. Salvage prospects 
good. (MALCOLM, 1038/24, to C.in C. W.A.). 
Proceed in company as soon as ready to 
assistance of BRITISH GUNNER In 61to 151 N.
13° 29' W. at 1038 today. PETUNIA standing 
by. (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1450/24, to RESTIVE, 
PRUDENT.)
Have contact with BRITISH GUNNER torpedoed 
and abandoned. Am searching for survivors 
and GRAMPIAN in 061° 12 * N. 013° 15‘ W. 
(NORTHERN REWARD, 1726/24).
Sailed tugs RESTIVE and PRUDENT from 
Greenock at 2000 in accordance with my 
1450/24 routed through Minches.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 2101/24, to C.in C. W.A.)

Ship signal letters GTRN (GRAMPIAN) (Steam 
Trawler) torpedoed in 061° 12* N. 013° 15' W. 
at 0735. (BURNHAM, 0752/24, to A.C.W.A.). 
Your 1115 have not contacted GRAMPIAN. Am 
remaining in vicinity.
(NORTHERN REWARD, 2140/24, to S.O. N.P.T.) 
Nore. - GRAMPIAN was afterwards found to be 
identical with the tanker G.C. BROVIG, q.v. 
Confusion arose owing to a corrupt call sign. 
(D.S. 540).
Norwegian, 9718 tons, In Convoy O.B.289.
My 0904/24. Tankef^fBROVIG (SSGC) position 
061° (?04») N. 014° 24' W. badly holed 
forward, capable of steaming but no steering 
gear, prospect of salvage very good if tug 
can be sent. MALLOW with corvettes 
endeavouring to save this ship, BRITISH 
GUNNER and MANSEPOOL. Tugs urgently 
required. (MALCOLM, 1328/24 to A.C.W.A.).
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Ships Attacked. (Contd.)

i

4

0.B.289. Four ships O.B. 289 torpedoed,
JONATHAN HOLT, MANSEPOOL, BRITISH GUNNER, 
One Tanker.
DOUGLAS continuing with convoy.
PETUNIA standing by BRITISH GUNNER. 
MALCOLM, BURNHAM, MALLOW, CLARKIA searching 
for U-Boat which attacked h hour before 
daylight. My position 061® 04* N.
013° 33' W. two attacks delivered 
starboard side. Consider at least two 
U-boats attacking.
(MALCOLM, 0900/24, to C.in C. W.A., etc.). 
Take Corvette under your orders and 
continue to search for U-boat until 
darkness then set in accordance with 
(? C.in C. W.A.)
"Meet H.X.109" signal 1526/23.
U-boat(s) final attack on convoy 0750/24 
in position 061° 04’ N. (? 013°) 42' W. 
MALCOLM, BURNHAM proceeding to rejoin 
O.B. 289.
(MALCOLM, 1156/24, to MALLOW).
Proceeding with BURNHAM in company to re
join O.B.289. My p.c. and s. are 061°
05' N. 014° 15' W. 276°, 15 knots.
All Star Shells expended.
(MALCOLM, 1204/24, to C.in C. W.A.).
O.B.289 dispersed 2000/24. Search
abandoned best to save 3 damaged ships 
keeping C.in C. Western Approaches and 
N.O.I.C. Greenock informed. Tugs RESTIVE 
and PRUDENT being sent. Hope to see you 
with H.X.109 26/2.
(MALCOLM, 1947/24, to MALLOW).
N.O.l/C's Greenock's 1207/24, 3 ships 
torpedoed and salvage prospects good: 
MANSEPOOL in 061° 12* N. 012° 28' W. 
at 0355/24 BRITISH GUNNER In 060°
15' N. 013° 29' W. at 0450/24 G.C. BROVIG 
in 061° 04' N. 014° 20» W. at 1328/24 
MALLOW is in charge of Corvette(s)
PETUNIA and CLARKIA in the vicinity 
damaged ships.
(MALCOLM 2139/24).

/ Use of P.L • • •
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Ships Attacked. (Contd.)

Use of Ref. MANISTEE's 2145/23 (MANISTEE),
P.L. MALCOLM'S 025Q/24 (JONATHAN HOLT), and

BURNHAM'S 0752/24 (GRAMPIAN). It is 
suggested that submarine reports should be 
made In plain language as in G.S.I. article 
242. This would enable all other ships 
approaching the area to be warned more 
quickly. (C.in C. H.F., 1552/24 to A.C.W.A.).

ESTRELLANO Arrived DEPTFORD with 45 survivors ESTRELLANO 
(torpedoed 9/2)and DAGMAR I.
DAGMAR I (F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1325/24, to C.in C. W.A.).
Tbombed 9/2)

SCOTTISH
STANDARD
(torpedoed
22/ 2 ) .

H.M.S. MONTGOMERY has been detached to land 
39 survivors including 4 casualties at Oban 
rejoining convoy after.
(WANDERER 0141/24).
Have 39 survivors on board 4 hospital cases 
2 very serious. Request MONTGOMERY be 
detailed as soon as possible. Propose landing 
them Oban. (MONTGOMERY 2150/24 to WANDERER).

Submarines Reported.

0419 About 60° N. 11° W )1333 51.30 N., 120 W. ) Indefinite0209 59.30 N., 20° W. ) positions0428 Area of about 550 N. , 19° W.) (D.S.538).0511 Area of about 590 N. , 20° W.)0529 f t  t l  I f tt tt t t
"  )0550 t l  I I  t l t t tt t t
"  )0611 f t  f t  t l tt t t t t
"  )0641 t l  I t  t t t t t t t t
" )1027 f t  t t  t t t t i t t t
" )

1949 57.59° N., 9-14° W •» position Indefinite
( D  • S • 539).
2224 55.30 N., to 56.30 N., 18-22° W.,
Indefinite (Italian) (D.S. 539).

/ 1033 • • • •
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported. (Contd.)

An enemy submarine has made a first 
sighting report of a convoy or important 
unit. (D.D.I.C. 1049/24 to Areas B, etc.). 
My 1049/24. It is probable that formation 
reported was S.C.22 convoy.
(D.D.I.C. 1111/24 to ANTELOPE. ACHATES. GEORGETOWN, SNOWDROP.).
By D/F at 1033/24 it is probable that S.C.22 
was reported by U/Boat in about 60° N. 15° W. 
(C.in C. W.A. 1112/24 to DIDO, IMGLEFIELD).

Following has been read. Submarine Report.
60. 26 N., 25.50 W. ELISABETH LENSEN submarine 
sighted. (Burnham Radio, 1810/24).

There are indications that S.C.22 and or 
0.B.289 are being shadowed by u/b 's . 
(D.D.I.C. 1812/24).

One Submarine bearing 360° distance 2 miles course 045°.
My position 298° 61° N., 13° W., 14 miles.
(NORTHERN REWARD, 193 0/24).

Admiralty message A.F. position 60° 26' N. 
25° 20' W. at 1700/24/2 G.M.T.
(D.D.I.C. 1931/24).

German.
2. 20 miles of 61° 10» N. 13° 50' W. may 
follow O.B. 289 to westward.
1. 40 miles of 60° N. 14° W. may shadow S.C.22 
or move north to O.B.289.
3. 60 miles of 59° N. 21° W.
1. 60 miles of 56° 30' N. 19° W. may be
northbound.
1. West of Brest homeward bound.
Italian.
2. -90 miles of 59° N. 16° w .
1. 30 miles of 51° N. 16° W. en route Bordeaux.
1 or 2 in Bay of Biscay.
Possibly 1 nationality unknown off BisSagos 
Islands•
(D.D.I.C. 1407/24).
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Submarines Attacked.

South Atlantic.

CLEMATIS attacked contact 1900/23 in 
position Olio 5 5 1  N# 017° 511 W. 
(C.in C. S.A., 0145 N/24, to Admty., 
MALAYA, CILICIA, etc.).

At 0830 G.M.T. in 053° 55» N. 026° 49» W. 
sighted Merchant Ship similar to VANDYCK 
steering 230° speed 15. Challenged but 
vessel opened fire with several guns. 
Accurate fire forced THUNDERBOLT to dive. 
Am endeavouring to Shadow.
(THUNDERBOLT, 0830/24, to Admty.).
Engaged and believed hit submarine in 
position 054° 19* N. 026° 43’ W. at 0745N. 
(CANTON, 0845N/24, to Admty.).
Your 0845N/24. This might be THUNDERBOLT. 
(A.C.W.A., 1303/24, to CANTON).
At 0800 B.S.T./24 Fr. S/M SURCOUF was near 
054° 20* N. 028° W. and THUNDERBOLT near 
054° 36’ N. 025° 45' W. Both proceeding 
on surface course 225° for Halifax.
(C.in C. W.A., 1335/24, to CANTON).
Your 0830. This is CANTON.
(Duty Captain 1356/24 to THUNDERBOLT). 
Following has been made to 'THUNDERBOLT. 
Your 0830. This is CANTON. 1356/24. 
(D.S.O. 1411/24 to C.in C. W.A. F.O.(S)). 
Your 0845 n/24 and my 1301/24, this is 
THUNDERBOLT.
(C.in C. W.A., 1401/24, to CANTON).
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War Diary. 25.2.1941,
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

Operation M.T.D's from Harwich carried out an anti- 
FYA. E.boat operation last night between Lowestoft

and Harwich.

EXMOOR
sunk.

EXMOOR who had been escorting Convoy F.N. 'sank 
at about 2115 today after explosion which^ 
caused a fierce fire, off Lowestoft. She was 
apparently torpedoed by an E.boat.

Dover
shelled.

Five shells were fired at Dover today. 
Superficial damage was caused to the M.T.B. 
Base.

A d m i r a l  HIPPER.

U-boat
attack on
Convoy
0.B.290.

Mo*

AXPTl « 4 L
TheAHIPPER »las« (cruiser) was sighted in dry 
dock at Brest again this morning.

DIALA in Convoy O.B. 290 was torpedoed 
in the N.W. Approaches in 55° 50’ N. 14° O' W. 
S.S. COPELAND reported being chased in 
61° 2» N. 19° 23* W.

- British Air Activity,

51 aircraft of Bomber Command attacked the 
docks at Brest last nigiht, the^HTPPER (cruiserj 
being the main objective. Aircraft of Coastal 
Command also attacked the cruiser.

Specially equipped aircraft escorted 
Convoys S.C.22 and O.B. 290 last night.

/ Dawn R .C • • • • •
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SITUATIOH REPORT.

British Air Activity. (Contd.)

Dawn R.C. for the two enemy destroyers 
sighted yesterday and expected to pass 
Gris Nez at dawn was blank, but as the 
result of a report by Dover R.D.F. 
a further R.C. was carried out and 
2 destroyers were sighted at 1203 off 
Calais. An attack is being organised.

Six Blenheim bombers of Coastal Command 
escorted by 34 fighters attacked a convoy 
of 5 vessels off Dunkirk this afternoon. 
Ho hits were obtained.

Enemy Air Activity.

Trawlers ILFRACOMBE and SCARBOROUGH rep 
being bombed and cannon-shelled on 20/2 
whilst fishing in 52° 15* H. u °  45' W. 
The latter was towed back to harbour.

Trawlers GRACKLE and DANDARA report being 
attacked by a F.w. aircraft supported by 
two fighters, at 1530/23 15 miles S. by E. 
of the Fastnet. The mate of DANDARA was 
killed, but the vessels were not damaged. 
The F.W. was shot down.

No attacks on shipping were reported today
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War D ia ry . 2 5 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
T uesday .

SITUATION REPORT.

Mining;.

O peration  3 M .T .B ’ s l a s t  n ig h t l a i d  m ines o f f  th e 
P.W .5. B e lg ia n  c o a s t .

O p eration  PLOVER l a i d  m ines o f f  th e S . 3 .  c o a s t  o f 
ZME 2 0 . I r e la n d  l a s t  n ig h t .

Enemy M in elay in g  by 20 enemy a i r c r a f t  l a s t  n ig h t
m in in g . i s  su sp e c te d  o f f  L iv e rp o o l Bay and in  the

M ilfo rd  Haven a r e a .

S a i l i n g  b arg e  GLOBE was mined and sunk a t  
1800 tod ay  o f f  G a rr iso n  P o in t , S h e e rn e ss .

Mines were d e to n a te d  tod ay  o f f  North S h ie ld s ,  
H arw ich, in  Swansea and Humber a r e a s  and in  
Thames E s tu a r y .

L iv e rp o o l was c lo se d  a t  0001 to d ay  and 
Falm outh a t  0014.

Sun derlan d  was opened t h i s  m orning.
Swansea was opened to  sh ip s  not f i t t e d  w ith  
I .C .  en g in e s t h i s  a f te r n o o n .

M ed iterran ean .

•Q,
O p eration  K astaC lorizo  I s la n d  was a t ta c k e d  and occu p ied  
"Mar 2” by N aval f o r c e s  to d a y .

A Commando lan ded  b e fo re  dawn in  s h ip s *  b o a ts  
from  DECOY and HEREWARD. O p p o sitio n  was 
a p p a re n tly  s l i g h t .
LADYBIRD was s l i g h t l y  damaged by heavy a i r  
r a i d .

. ft/s .
M ining o f SARNA (mi'noowo o p o r) was mined and sunk w h ils t  
Su ez C an a l. sw eeping in  the Canal to d a y .

M o 1 1 -7 ( p l e ^ l

/  Time tak en  f o r  s t o r e s  . . .
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Time ta k e n  f o r  a t o r e 3 t o  r e a c h  
M a lta .

A ir  a t t a c k  
on T r i p o l i .

A ir  a t t a c k 3  on M a lta .

A jr  a t t a c k  
on T o b ru k .

R a id e r

M ogadishuo cc u pi e d .
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2 5 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
T u esd ay .

SITUATION REPORT.

Me d i t e r r a n e a n . (C o n td .)

C .in  C. Medn. p o in t s  o u t t h a t  th e  l e n g th  
o f tim e f o r  s t o r e s  t o  r e a c h  M alta  I s  n o t r e a l i s e d  in  U .K . A l l  s t o r e s  m ust go ro u n d  Cape f o r  tr a n s h ip m e n t  in  E g y p t. Owing t o  c o n g e s t io n  i n  E g y p tia n  p o r t s  and  
i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  M alta  convoys a t  l e a s t  
2 m onths e la p s e  b e tw een  a r r i v a l  o f  s t o r e s  
In  E gypt and  a r r i v a l  o f same s t o r e s  in  
M a lta .

W e ll in g to n s  a t t a c k e d  T r i p o l i  h a rb o u r  t h i s  
e v e n in g  d ro p p in g  o v e r 13 to n s  o f bombs and  r e p o r t  t h a t  a  s h ip  was s e t  on f i r e  
n e a r  th e  Customs W h arf, two p ro b a b le  h i t s  on s h ip p in g  in  th e  h a r b o u r ,  and  damage 
c a u se d  t o  th e  p o r t .

T here  was a  s u c c e s s io n  o f r e c o n n a is s a n c e s  and  f i g h t e r  p a t r o l s  by German a i r c r a f t  o v e r M alta  to d a y .  Two m oored S u n d e r la n d s  in  S t .  P a u l 's  Bay w ere m achine gunned b u t  n o t h i t .  Two o r th r e e  enemy a i r c r a f t  
w ere sh o t down.

T obruk  was bombed t h i s  e v e n in g  and  a t a n k e r  was s e t  on f i r e ;  th e  f i r e  was b ro u g h t u n d e r  c o n t r o l .

E a s t  I n d i e s .

B e a r in g s  from  S im onstow n, D urban and K r a n j i  o b ta in e d  a t  2138 G .M .T ./24  
i n d i c a t e d  an  enemy s u r f a c e  u n i t  on a l i n e  A chin  Head to  M a u r i t iu s ,  p ro b a b ly  m idway.

Our t r o o p s  o c c u p ie d  M ogadishu to d a y ,
200 A l l i e d  seam en w ere re c o v e re d  a t  B e rk a .
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Policy.

ANJA. Your 1159/24/2. ANJA may proceed to
Petsamo via Skopen Fiord. Warn Master 
that if found off that route on this 
or subsequent voyages he will be sent to 
Kirkwall.
(D.E.W.D. 1003/25 to F.O.I.C. Iceland).

the necessity for repairs to and 
completion of the loop system in the 
Orkneys is urgent.
(A.C.O.S. 1115/25).
Your 1115/25. Gable ship is due to 
arrive Orkneys about 9/3 for repairs to 
loops. Question of completing whole loop 
system is under consideration.
(D.A/S.W. 1916/25 to A.C.O.S.)

At 1130/25. (D.C. 1207/25). 
At 2330/25. (D.C.2332/25).

memorandum to the Chiefs of Staff on 
the allocation of A.A. gun defences from 
the March production, and in the meantime, 
that the arrangements made by A.C.O.S. 
should be accepted and obtain until other 
defences can be provided.

Entry into 
Minor 
Defended 
Ports.

Procedure
for

Reference A.M.657A/1/1. Procedure for 
entry into Minor Defended Ports given 
in Recognition Manual S.P.02220(2)
para.71 is to be brought into force at 
0001/2/3.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1638/25 A Message 132.AZ)

Defence of United Kingdom.

Orkneys
Loop
ys terns.ems

Your 1148/4/2. Cable ship required to 
effect necessary repairs to loop, and 
relaying of number 8. I consider that

E2KDefences.
Faroes Recital of events since 7/2. 

Requested that requirement may be 
included by the War Office in their

/War
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Defence of United Kingdom,

War Office 1822/24. The guns are at 
present manned hy personnel from the 
Fleet v/ho are required to rejoin their 
ships as soon as possible. Requested 
that, until other arrangements are maue, 
the possibility of Lovat Scouts manning 
the guns may be examined.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1706/25 to Air Ministry, 
War Office, A.A. Dd., and F.Cd.
Your 1930/24. Requirement for A.A. 
defence will be considered by C.O.S. 
Committee v/ith a viev/ to provision being 
made from March production.
2. In the meanv/hile War Office are 
investigating possibility of the 2 
pounder Vickers being manned by local 
military v/ith the object of releasing 
Fleet personnel as soon as possible.
(D. of L.D. 1710/25).

Movements.

Intend to sail SUNFISH passing Sv/itha 
Gate at 0830/25 escorted by SOUTHERN 
SHORE westward of Orkneys and Shetlands 
to position 061° (?30') N . , 002° (?30)W 
thence routed northward.
(A.C.O.S. 0034/25 and 0049/25).
Sailed escorted by SOUTHERN SHORE.
(A.C.O.S. 0822/25 and 0826/25).

VSailed in accordance v/ith C.in C. W.A. 112 
23. (F.O.Iceland 0125/25).

My 1815/20. PEGASUS is to return to 
Belfast and not Clyde.
(C.in C. W.A. 1058/25).
My 1815/20. Cancel sailing of PEGASUS 
further signal will be made.
(C.in C. W.A. 1314/25).
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Escort
for
REPULSE,

Northern
Patrol,

VESLIZKARI 
HONNINGSVAAft. 
(Jan MayenJT

Submarines.

ACHATES.

TRIBUNE 
TAKtr.—

DUNEDIN.
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Your 1323/23. Anticipate 5 destroyers 
available as A/S Escort v/ithout denuding 
mercantile convoys. This includes one 
from R.A.(M), Consider 8 as minimum 
acceptable.
(C.in C. W.A. 1232/25).

Trawler lines tonight. 4 Trawlers. 
(A.C.O.S• 1356/25).

(Group Omitted) CP ( ? ) and
VESULZKARI have arrived Akureyri having 
developed minor defects owing to stress 
of weather. It is anticipated they will 
sail in company tomorrow.
(P.0.Iceland, 1410/25).

Positions at 0800/26 and movements 
for the following 24 hours.
(P.O.S. 1621/25 and 1706/25).

My 1246/16 Shortage destroyers 4th Escort 
Group, and Admty 1612/24 refit, etc., 
BRILLIANT. Propose to retain ACHATES 
until relieved by BRILLIANT.
(Capt: (D) Greenock 1831/25).

Proceed direct to pass through 
following respective positions. Convoy to 
south of you may make drastic alteration 
in course to northward or disperse.
(P.O.S. 1951/25 to TRIBUNE, TAKU).
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P.C.(S) 1126/25 and my 1451/24 para.(B). 
Request you will sail LA MOQUEUSE, 0.21. 
0.23 1900/26 so as to arrive Longships by 
2000/27.
(S.3. 2359/25 to N.O.I.C. Holyhead). 
Operations.
Operation N.C. will he carried out zero t 
time 2145.
(V.A.Dover, 1408/25).

Sailed EXMOOR and SHEARWATER at 1349. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 1410/25).
My 1708. EXMOOR and SHEARWATER are to 
part company with P.N. on passing 
Sheringham Buoy and proceed at SHEARWATER 
"best speed to meet P.S.21.
(C.in C. Nore, 2156/25 to EXMOOR, 
SHEARWATER).
Am picking up survivors from EXMOOR at 
5 "buoy. Approximate position 052° 27N 
001° 56’E.
(SHEARWATER 2200/25 to P.O.I.C. Harwich). 
Proceeding Yarmouth with survivors.
Medical assistance required. 1 trawler 
proceeding Lowestoft with 5.
(SHEARWATER 2230/25 to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth). 
E.T.A. 2315. Request Deluge (? Doctor) 
about midnight.
(SHEARWATER 2245/25 to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth). 
Is message 2245 understood?
SHEARWATER 2315/25 to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth). 
Ship reported on fire at 2110 in 52° 28'N. 
2° 4'E/
(C.in C. Nore, 2205/25 to CAMPBELL).
Your 2303. EXMOOR burned fiercely and 
sank.
(SHEARWATER 2340/25 to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth). 
After landing survivors proceed by Q.Z.S. 
172 to meet P (?S) 21 due at Outer Dowsing 
1130/26.
(C.in C. Nore, 2350/25 to SHEARWATER). 
E/Boat® probably still in vicinity.
(C.in C. Nore, 2359/25 to W00LST0N, 
VORTIGERN, etc.)
Reports so far received indicate that 
EXMOOR sank quickly near 052° 28'N.,
002° 04'E. at about 2115/25 after 
explosion which caused fierce fire. 
Survivors are being landed at Yarmouth by 
SHEARWATER and COMMANDER EVANS. Subsequen 
report from N.C.I.C. Yarmouth indicates 
the probable presence of E/Boats.
(C.in C. Nore, 0110/26 to Admty).

h l f  .... •
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My 0234. Enemy retired to eastward. 
(WOOLSTON 0314/26).

Trawler Patrols in Portsmouth Approach 
Channels. 3 M.L’s Patrol West of 
Portland Bill.
(C.in C. Portsmouth 1507/25).
C.in C. Portsmouth’s 1507/25. 3 M/L’s
v/ill not patrol west of Portland Bill. 
(P.O.I.C. Portland 1920/25 to N.O.I.C. 
Dartmouth).

One shell fell in Dover at 1247 and four 
to seaward of the harbour between 0851 
and 1005 today. Superficial damage by 
blast to M.T.B Base. No casualties. 
(V.A.Dover, 1839/25).

Operation Q.A. will be carried out 
tonight from 2300 to 0030/26.
(C.in C. Nore, 2153/25 to Destroyers).

British Air Activity.

P.S.A.4. Request S.B.R. 30 miles 
either side of a line joining 61°15'N., 
003° OO’W . , and 063° 30’N . , 000° 15’E. 
from 1200/25 to 1200/26.
(C.in C. H.P. 0041/25 to H.Q.C.C.)
My 0041/25. Amend to read from 1200/25 
to 2200/26. Request T.E.R. in area 
North of 063° N . , and East of 001° W. 
from 0400/27 until further signal.
(C.in C. H.P. 1227/25 to H.Q.C.C.)
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British Air Activity*

Expect A/S escort 1 (one) Anson at 0815 
till 1800 today.
(C*in C. Rosyth 0146/25 to WANDERER etc).

The following patrols are being flown 
today*.gi-* -a t,

'StU STwB, » 2&, m m ,  S.A.2. , S.A.3.
(c*in C. Rosyth, 0820/25).

Patrol "Sleeve" being flown by one A/C* 
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1400/25).

Three Beauforts with torpedoes taking 
off 1130 from Wick to attack 4 M/Vs. and 
tv/o escort vessels reported by A/C in 
61° 51’N . , 4° 5’E. course 020° at 0950/25. 
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1110/25).
My 1110/25. Amend position to read 
61° N., 4° 50*E. Course 020° 5 knots 
average tonnage 5 to 6000 unladen.
(C.in C. Rosyth 1216/25).

To avoid air attack movements of shipping 
in Western Channel in daylight are 
reduced to a minimum.

(2) Falmouth presents special difficulty. 
Swept Channel Q.Z.S.180 is 17 miles long 
and through an area definitely mined by 
the enemy. Accurate navigation is 
essential and therefore ships must pass 
through it in daylight. For at least
2 hours after sunrise and 2 hours before 
sunset certain days ships will be moving 
in this channel.

(3) Request favourable consideration may 
be given to provision of a fighter patrol 
over this channel when it is considered 
that number or value of ships justify it.

(4) If agreed, request for such patrol 
would be made on each occasion.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1152/25 to H.Q.F.C.)
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British Air Activity.

Night 24/25 Fet>. 28 Wellingtons, 3 
Stirlings, 16 Hampdens, and 6 Manchesters 
attacked the Docks at BrestjT.'mTPER 
cruiser being main objective. Weather 
conditions were good, but extreme darkness made it difficult to identify 
cruiser and prevented observation of 
possible direct hits. Many bombs were dropped some of a very heavy calibre in 
the target area and the cruiser y/as 
straddled in all directions. One 
Wellington attacked Docks and shipping at 
Boulogne.
(H.Q.B.C. 1551/25).

Enemy Air Activity.

Fighter aircraft have been despatched to 
(Liverpool 0955/25).

Trawlers ILFRACOMBE and SCARBOROUGH 
fishing in 52° 15'N., 11° 45’W. at 1050/2C report being attacked by four engined 
aircraft. Ships bombed and cannon- 
shelled. No casualties. Engines of SCARBOROUGH unserviceable and was towed 
back to Harbour.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1040/25).

Trawlers GRACKLE and DANDARA attacked 
1530/23 15 miles S. by E. from Fastnet. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1041/25).My 1041/25. Both were attacked by Focke Wulfe supported by 2 fighters. Focke 
Wulfe shot dov/n in sea. Mate of DANDARA 
killed.(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1140/26)
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Enemy Air Activity.

Cancel my 0045/25. KINGSTON HILL is to 
be beached at Glumaig Bay, Stornoway. 
Salvage Vessel (?) RANGER v/ill take 
over on arrival.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1126/25).
KINGSTON HILL in tow of ST. OLAVES and 
THAMES escorted by PICOTEE arrived 1600/25 
Requires pumping out which v/ill be done 
by THAMES.
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea 1622/25).
When KINGSTON HILL pumped out tow her 
to Glumaig Bay Stornoway and beach her 
alongside/BROVIG.
(F.O.I.C.Greenock, 1945/25).

.5 4 « .  * . / * o  ji.see ,

ELIZABETH MARIE, straggler from S.C.21 
bombed and sunk.
(D.T.D. 1525/25).

One enemy aircraft shadov/ing an odd 
numbered F.N.Convoy South of Tyne in 
52° 38'N., 2° l'E. Course 018 speed 9 
knots.
(VQRTIGERN 2206/25).

Mining.

Port of Liverpool closed due to suspected 
enemy minelaying.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 0001/25).

Port of Falmouth closed owing to enemy 
mines.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 0014/25).
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Operation Z.M.E.20 completed. 
(PLOVER 0429/25).

Arrived. M.T.B* s 31,32 and 34 at 0844. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 0858/25).

Port open.
(N.O.I.C. Sunderland 0925/25).

Sailing Barge GLOBE mined and sunk at 
1800/25 approx. 079° 6100 yards from 
Garrison Point Sheerness. Believed no 
survivors. Vessel was wooden and had no 
engine.
(G.ln C. Nore, 1029/26).

Arrived 2220/24. M.G.B.46 in tow
BURWELL.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1222/25).

Following received from BEEHIVE hq^.ns 
My 0947/24. P.W.5. completed as ordered
in position 51 degrees 7’ 18 seconds 
north 2 0 25* 10” East in clear "but 
very dark weather. No enemy ships seen. 
0945/25.
(C.in G. Nore, 1329/25).

My 1457/20. For "4th March" read 9th 
March”.
(C* in C. H.F. 1524/25 to R.A.M.L.)

At 1400/25 two mines detonated by S.A. 
sweep. Particulars.
(P.M./S.O. North Shields 1530/25, 1550/25, 
1055/26).
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Tt/o mines detonated simultaneously "by 
S.A.gear at 1312/25, Particulars, 
(P.O.I.C,Harwich, 1533/25).

My 2209/20. Ships not fitted with I.C, 
engines may now enter and leave Swansea, 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1548/25).
Particulars of mines exploded 25/2. 
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1825/25).(1827/25).

One acoustic mine exploded at 0944/25. 
Particulars.
(F.O.Eumber, 1830/25).

Minesweeping Summary No.70 dated 19/2. 
para.9. It is hoped that area to 
Eastward of Gap A. will he re-searched 
at a very early date, as this is only 
passage used by submarines at present 
proceeding to and from patrol in North 
Sea.
(F.O.S, 1924/25).

S.A.mine detonated at 1328/25. 
Particulars.
(Capt: M/S Sheerness 2150/25),

Your 1542/25. M/OD 2001/41 of 17 January 
1941 was taken to be a plain statement 
of fact not requiring a reply. So far 
as Rosyth command is concerned I would 
suggest, between the Gap B and C, Western 
line referred to in paragraph two (B) of 1L 
/OD 2001/41 of 17 January 1941 be laid to 
Westward of line B.3.22 and B.S.23 and not 
to Westward of ’’declared area" itself as 
this would restrict still more the narrow 
lane of clear water* between barrier and 
coast.
(C.in C. Rosyth 2335/25 to Admty).
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By D/F at 1917/24 and 1937/24 G.M.T* 
one or possibly two enemy surface units 
within 200’ of 27° N. , 44° W.
(D.D.I.C. 0035/25)*

It is reported graded C.2. that 
SCHARNHORST and GNEISENAU left Oslo 
Fjord first Y/eek in February and have 
not passed southwards through Belts up 
to 20th February.
Comment. It appears probable these two 
ships did proceed to Oslo end of January. 
(Vide my 1751/25.1.41) possibly to avoid 
ice conditions in Baltic.
(D.D.I.C. 1210/25).

My 2006/24. Dav/n reconnaissance was 
blank. At 1032 Dover R.D.F* reported two 
vessels 343° Gris Ness 2.5 miles course 0471 
degrees. 11 group and Admiralty 
informed by telephone. 11 Group on 
request carried out further reconnaissance 
reporting two destroyers 360 degrees 
Calais 3.5 miles at 1203. 16 Group and
Admiralty informed by telephone* R.D.F* 
Plot faded at a position 042 degrees 
Gris Nez 9.2 miles. 16 Group inform me 
that an attack is being organised*
(V.A.Dover, 1232/25).

At 2145/24 a ship of about 10,000 tons, 
believed to be a Cruiser, anchored off 
the harbour in 48° 21’N . , 4° 29*W. A/C 
report*
(H.Q.B.C. 1551/25)*

Aircraft reports at 1515/25. Enemy vessel 
fired five star cartridge three times, 
in 55° 26’N . , 7° E.
(C.in C. Nore, 2046/25).
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Shipping and Convoys.

My 1648/16 and 1818/16. Suspect list 
is separate from Category B and ships 
may sail in convoy. List will he 
revised as necessary. (D.T.D.)
(2000/25 to N.C.S.O's Halifax, Bermuda, 
Freetown, Gibraltar.)

0400/25. Escorts. 20 ships.
(N.C.S.O. Methil, 0415/25).
List. (1108/25).
SLEIPNER to reinforce escort.
(C.in C. Rosyth 0821/25). Non-sailings 
from Methil. (C.in C. Rosyth, 1533/25). 
Positions 0001/26. (C.in C. Rosyth, 
1610/25 ULLSWATER 2149/25).

M.L.105 sailed v/ith. (N.C.S.O. Thames, 
0901/25). Sailed 0835/25, 35 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1115/25). Sailings. 
(N.C.S.O. Harwich, 1434/25).
List and destinations.
(N.C.S.O.Thames, 1504/25). Ships from 
Humber. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1715/25).
9 ships, 5 trawlers and 1 drifter joined 
at Outer Dowsing. (C.in C. Rosyth, 
1904/25 to W00LST0N, VORTIGERN).

Humber ships arrived. (N.C.S.C. Humber, 
0933/25. Position. 36 ships for London. 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1044/25). Arrived, 
exceptions. (1913/25).
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Destinations. (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1030/25).

Asking for names of ships. (D.T.D.1051/25) 
Reply. (N.C.S.O. Methil, 1644/25).

Allotment of permanent code words to 
regular group sailings, (D.N.I. 1148/25 
to C.in C. Plymouth).

Positions.
(C.in C. Nore, 1200/25).

List. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1215/25) E.T.A. 
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1610/25). Humber ships, 
arrived. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1645/25).
To join. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1736/25).

My 2049/24. GARONNE now arrived. 
(N.C.S.O.Thames, 1348/25).

Ex-Dartmouth. E.T.A. (C.in C. Portsmouth 
1507/25).

Sailed 77 ships. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1538/25 
1738/25) Position (C.in C. Rosyth, 1610/25) 
EXMOOR and SHEARWATER as additional escortj 
(C.in C. Nore, 1708/25). 5 ships froip 
Humber. (N.C.S.O. Humber, 1710/25, C.in C. 
Rosyth 1905/25), List and destinations. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1734/25). Additional 
escorts. (C.in C. Nore, 2331/25).
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Positions. (C.in C. Rosyth, 1610/25, 
HUGH WALPOLE, 2005/25).

Sailings. (N.C.S.O. Mersey, 1745/25).

Amending. 2223/24. (N.C.S.O. Dartmouth, 
1913/25).

1800/25, unescorted, 14 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea 2108/25). 
List. (2113/25).

Escorts. Amending. 1832/23. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 2202/25).

Berths for large M/V’s full, proposals. 
(N.C.S.O. Dartmouth, 2207/25).
Concur, (C.in C. Portsmouth, 1147/26).

HARMALA arrived. (N.O.I.C. Barry, 0701/25) 
SAN AMADO arrived. (N.C.S.O. Milford 
Haven, 0905/25).

COXWOLD arrived. (N.C.S.O. Milford Haven, 
0905/25) DAGO arrived (N.O.I.C. Barry 
1124/25). VANELLUS arrived (N.C.S.O. 
Mersey 1845/25).
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O.B.C.291. 2330/27. 25. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 0953/25).

B.H.X.llO. CITY OP OXFORD returned, lost convoy. 
(N.C.S.O. Halifax, 1158/25).

H.X.108U. Arrived 0900/25 less REDOATE. (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1029/25). 
REDGATE arrived(1210/25)•

O.O. 7 Turkish ferry boats to go in next 
O.G.Convoy.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1300/25).

0.G.54. List and Destinations. (N.C.S.O. Mersey 
1430/25). Sailed 7 ships, (1431/25). 
Escorts. (P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1700/25).

H.X.112. C.S.l. in NORFOLK toHi (date). 
(C.in C. K.P. 1436/25).

H.X.108. E.T.A. (WITCH, 1445/25 to A.C.W.A.)

S • C . 21. 8 hours late at R/V. 5 stragglers. 
ELIZABETH MARIE, straggler bombed and 
stank. Not yet reported ALNMOOR and 
BELCREST.(D.T.D. 1525/25 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).
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H.G.54.

O.G.O. 54* 

S.L.S.65.

S •C . 24* 

0.E.290.

O* B* 291*

Military-
Convoys.

T • C • 9*
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25*2.1941.
Tuesday.

HOMS COMMANDS.
Ship-ping and Convoys. (Contd.)

Ships joining from Funchal* 
(See North Atlantic).

Escort. 7 ships. (N.C.S.O. Chan, 1541/25).

Destroyers to meet. (C.in C. W.A. 1705/25)

Destinations. (D.T.D. 1753/25).

Being shadowed. (See U/Boat Campaign.)

0530/28. unescorted. 1. 
(N.C.S.O. Belfast 2000/25).

Your 1843/24. Expect to join T.C.9 
about 1300Z tomorrow.
(MISTRAL 0036Z/25 to C.in C. W.A.)
My 0129/24. EDINBURGH, INGLEFISLD, ECHO 
and ECLIPSE are to part company with 
convoy T.C.9. in position (r ) and return 
to Scapa.
(ii) AURORA is to continue with Convoy 
to Clyde.
(C.in C. H.F. 2259/25).
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War Diary.

Military 
Convoys. 
(contd).

Troop
Transports.

S.S. CITY 
OP PARIS etc.

RIMUTAKA.

HOME COMMANDS.

25.2.1941.Tuesday.

Shipping & Convoys, (contd).

Following troop transports are due in U.K. 
shortly. (D. of S.T. 0118/25).

Adty 1727/22. 1809/25. 1357/24. None to 
all addressees, (l) A/S Escort. BRIGHTON 
BROADWAY from Liverpool. ROCKINGHAM 
MANSFIELD to R/V from Londonderry. S.O. 
ROCKINGHAM. (2) Request you will sail ships 
accordingly. (3) R/V to he arranged hy 
F.O.I.C. Liverpool. (4) Orders will he
fiven for destroyers to meet S.L.S. 65.
C. in C. W.A. 1705/25).

Intend sailing S.S. RIMUTAKA escorted hy 
HARVESTER at 1330/27 speed ll£ knots to 
comply with Admiralty’s 1635/22. (N.O.I.C. 
Liverpool 1758/25).
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Small
Sunken
Vessel.

0 . 10 .

OCEAN PEARL.

OTAIO.

853

25.2.1941.
Tuesday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.
My 1105/15. Vessel was subsequently 
observed to sink in approx, position 190° 
62 D. buoy 2.2. miles. Depth of water 
18 fathoms. (P.0. Humber 1055/25).

Sub. 0.10 reports: Starboard engine defects. 
Convoy has gone ahead. I have escort. 
Proceeding to Tobermory to effect repairs.
My position 057° 51’N. 006° 56’ W. at 
1050/25. (S.7 1506/25).

My 1159/25. M/D OCEAN PEARL returned to 
Fraserburgh. Engine trouble.
(R.N.O. Fraserburgh 151U/25).

(British, 10,298 Tons) Received following 
from Master at 1612/25. Off Shaint 
Island. D.G. out of Action. Please advise 
whether to proceed to destination. 
(G.B.N.S. Restive 1700/25).
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ASAKA feftgth 

Force H.
M c - i S U j u - l

TUNA
PANDORA.

PANDORA
RESOLUTION.

W.G.54-

MAGALLANES. 
Germans on 
Board.

MOST SECRET. 854
25. 2. 1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
My 0757/24. Destination Bilbao, E.T.A. 
0900/25. (F.O.C.N.A, 0125/25, to N.A. Stn. )

Arrival S.O. Force H. in RENOWN, ARK 
ROYAL, FOXHOUND, FORTUNE,FORESIGHT, 
FIREDRAKE. (S.O.I. , Gib., 094-6/25, to 
Admty. )

Position of S/M at 1200 and movements 
for 24 hrs. (A) TUNA with H. G. 54. ( B) 
PANDORA O360 40' N 009° 18' W, proceeding 
on surface to Gibraltar speed (?ll)knots. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1434/25, to N.A. Stn.;.

Adjust speed to pass through position 
340° Cape Spartel 12’ at 0800/27, report
ing if you will be more than two hours 
late. 1. You will not be escorted to 
Gibraltar. You will (sail) with convoy 
(date). RESOLUTION escorted by four 
destroyers p.c. and S. at 1200/25, 037° 
50’ N, 012°, 00’ W, 320° nine knots. 
(Capt. (S) 8, 144o/ 25, to PANDORA.)

Instruct ships joining from Funchal 
that in case of separation they are to 
follow standard route and not the 
diversion from standard route as ordered 
by N.C.S.O. Funchal. (F.O.C.N.A. 1536/25, 
to LEITH.)

Reliably informed 3 Germans serving as 
Stewards on board Spanish S.S.MAGALLANES 
arrived Bilbao 13th/2. (? and occupied) 
on N and S. American (? trunk runs,.
If ship not wearing Spanish Gov. Ensign 
these men should be removed if suspicion 
warrants. (F.O.C.N.A, 1659/25, to N.A. 
Station.)

/Air Report
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Y/ar Diary.

Air Report.

HYDROUSSA
AGIOS
SFYRIDON.

A/S.Trawlers.

./IS HART, 
VIDETTE.

CORNWALL.

CUMBERLAND,

PENRIS.

Enemy Unit. 
CORNWALL.

25. 2. 19*4-1.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Northern Atlantic Contd.
Daily Summary Operations, Area covered 
3° 50' W, to 10° W. (200 Group, 1700/25-)

If Bottoms thoroughly scraped request 
prospects of improved speed enabling 
them to join H.G. Convoy. (D.T.D. 
1920/25 to F.O.C.N.A.)

My 2302/25. These A/S Trawlers provi
sionally allocated to you to provide 
additional escort for H.G. and O.G. 
convoys rather than for local patrols. 
LADY HOGARTH should sail from U.K. about 
mid-March. Trawlers may later be 
transferred to Freetown if U-Boat menace 
in that area increases. (D.O.D. (F) 
2305/25 to F.O.C.N.A.)

South Atlantic.

Departures 0800/25, WISHART and VIDETTE 
in accordance with C. in C. S.A's, 
1213/21, (Re sailing of local escort to 
R.V. fte FORESIGHT and FORESTER.)
(S.O.I., Freetown, IOOIN/25.)

My llj.21 B/23. CORNWALL ready for sea 
at 1 hour's notice for steam. (N.O.I.C. 
Simonstown, 1003Z/25.)

Agree your visit to Falkland Is. with 
CUMBERLAND. You should be back in 
the Plate area 9/3> next move to return 
in that direction. (C. in C. S.A., 
1023/25, to R.A.S.A.D.)

Over due shipping, cancel my 1001/21, 
FENRIS Capetown. (S.O.I. Capetown, 
1202B/25-)

Your 2307/2U, Par. (c) my 1115/22.
It is possible these indications on 
Feb. 19th, 20th, and 21st may be enemy 
supply vessel or vessels waiting 
ADMIRAL SCHEER'S return. Suggest 
CORNWALL leaves Simonstown 28/2,spends 
2 to 3 days in the area referred to, 
then to St. Helena to fuel and on to 
R.V. with W. S. 6 about equator.
(C. in C. S.A., 1231N/25, to Admty.)

/Admty
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic Contd.

C o r n w a l l
Co?it : -

Admty. 2307/21+/2 and my 1231N/25* 
CORNWALL is to carry out practices for 
the present (C. in C. S.A, 1233N/25» 
to N.O.I.C. Simonstown.)

Whale
Catchers.

My 2131Z/21+ and Admty. , 1926/15- 
THORSHAMMER and *ine catchers left for 
Fayal 21+/2 and expect to meet QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA (? 06i+°, S. 050° W, approxi
mately 27/2. Oil fuel on board 3600 tons 
whale oil (?2000) barrels including 
Sperm, 600 tons water for QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA. Owing to dissatisfaction of 
crew of catcher THORARINNproceeding 
Montevideo have concurred in Magistrate’s 
suggestion to delay her 11+ days to keep 
present movements of factory secret. 
(N.O.I.C. Falklands, 121+3/25, to Admty. , 
C. in C. S.A.)

Suspicious
Ship,
HALCYON.

My 1655/21+. Further examination of 
master indicates tonnage of vessel may 
be overestimated since he insists she 
resembles a a Hansa vessel. She was a 
S. Ship with large passenger accommoda
tion. (N. C. S.O. Bahia, 1314-5/25, to 
Admty.) Sea, -w c -t

MACON. Overdue shipping. British MACON sailed 
Mersey 30/1, due Freetown 20/2, has not 
arrived. (S.O.I. Freetown, 1621/25, to 
Admty.)

PORT
FREMANTLE.

^  /k T Lv 1/ J>.

Your 1832/20 to Fairmiss check and report 
to Adty., position E, also date of 
arrival 51° N. (D.T.D. 1808/25, to 
Consul, Monte Video.

MALAYA.
FAULKNOR.
FORESTER.

MALAYA,FAULKNOR,and FORESTER are to 
leave c o n v o y  W.S.6. p.m./28, and increase 
speed so as to pass Freetown boom at 
1600N/1/3.(C. in C. S.A, 1935N/25.)

/THORS HAMMER.
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Suspicious
Vessel.zzzr~

Kastelorizo,
captured.

MANUNDA. 
SOMERSETSHIRE. 
(hospital ‘ 
ships.)

Tripoli
bombed.
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FOREIGN STATIONS•

South Atlantic Contd.
My 1926/15. (re Fuel and Whale oil on 
board THORSHAMMER.). Repeat reply sent 
to para. E. (D.T.D. 2021/25, to N.O.I.C, 
Falklands.)

To remain under S.A. Command for present. 
To act as special ocean escort for 
s.s. PROME. (D.O.D.(F) 2212/25, to 
C. in C. W.A.)

Master of Panama ship HALCYON now at 
Bahia reports sighting suspicious 
vessel at 1700/9, in 00° 31* S. I4O 0 5 ’
W, which closed to 4 miles and then 
altered course N. (Description).
Master insists she resembled HANSA 
vessel and was s.s. with large passenger 
accommodation. (S.O.I. Monte Video, 
2203Z/25.)

Mediterranean
Kastelorizo Island occupied dawn/25. 
(See C. in C. Med., 0002/26.)

Your 1315Z/2i+. Date of departure Suez 
Hospital ship (MANUNDA depends on 
progress of clearing canal. Anticipate 
on or before 5/3* Hospital ship 
SOMERSETSHIRE left Capetown 21/2,future 
movements unknown here.(S.B.N.0. Suez 
Canal, 0107/25, to A.C.N.B.)

Special operational Summary. All 
times G.M.T Night 21+/25* Weather fore
cast indicated Valona unfavourable. 
Wellingtons attacked Tripoli Harbour, 
from 1830 to 2300 hours. Hits on 
Customs Wharf causing explosions and 
starting severe fires. 1 ship left 
burning near Customs and 2 probable hits 
on shipping in Middle of Harbour.

M

/Explosion,
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean Contd.
Tripoli
bombed.

>

Explosion and large fire lasting 1 hour 
near Eastern Mole. 3 sticks round power 
station. Other hits on land near Castello. 
2 large ships outside harbour assisted in 
A.A.barrage. 1 aircraft failed to return. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. Malta, 0745/25.)

DAINTYsunk. H.M.S. DAINTY sunk when off Tobruk by 
enemy A/C during dusk on 24/2. Casualties 
about 20. (C. in C. Med., 1003/25, 
to Admty.)

Hospital 
ship ABA.

Defects as probable result of bomb near 
misses.(D.S.T.O, Alexandria, 1108/25, to 
D. of S.T., etc.)

Mining in 
Suez Canal.

Proposal to net the bottom of canal.
(C. in C. Med. 1129/25 to C. in C. E.I.)

"Cucumber"
Sweeping.

I should be glad of any information con
cerning Italian (? ability) to sweep*’Cufi<*?ni«r, 
"OUOUMBBR". (S.O. Force H, 1137/25, to 
Admty.)
Your 1137/25. No information concerning 
Italian equipment available. Germans 
have developed a sweep which works but 
have not yet produced it in sufficient 
quantity for themselves. They may have 
informed Italians of method, but unlikely 
they would have transferred sweeps or 
that Italians would have made any consid
erable number. (D.T.M. 1928/25 to S.O. 
Force H.)

Balearic
Islands.

Request early reconnaissance of,Maddalena 
harbour, Cagliari aerodrome and harbour, 
and Algiero Aerodrome, to ascertain 
whether preparations are being made for 
attack on Balearic Is.(S.O. Force H., 
1139/25, to V.A. Malta.)

/REGENT
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REGENT.

Minesweeping.

Air attacks 
on Malta.

Coast
Defence,
Crete and 
Libya.

25. 2. 191+1. 
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean Contd.
Leave area p.m./26, through 03b° 20* 012° 
lb* and 035* 31' (? 011+°) 1 2 ’ to arrive 
off (corrupt group) Harbour 06307/28. 
(Comdr. (S) 1, 111+3/25. to REGENT.)

Your 1311/22. Distance at which mines 
explode varies between two miles and 
very close. Analysis shows 93% of mines 
have been swept at half a cable or more. 
Estimate that a sweeper gives 99% 
clearance of active mines over channel 
one cable wide, 88% over two cables, 27% 
over a mile. (D.T.M., 11+00/25, to 
R.A. Alexandria.)

Succession of reconnaissances and fighter 
patrols over Malta today by total 1+ Do. 
215’s, one He.Ill and large number M.E. 
109’s in small formations at a time. 2 
moored Sunderlands St. Paul's Bay machine 
gunned, not hit. Hurricanes up during each 
of 6 alarms shot down 2 Do. 215's confirm
ed into sea and 1 Do. 215 probably shot 
down but unconfirmed. 1 Hurricane forced 
landed in sea, engine trouble not due 
enemy action, pilot rescued injured. 2 
Hurricanes superficial damage by bullet 
holes. 1 Glenn Martin arrived from U.K. 
Cheers. We can now do some reconnaiss
ances. (H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 17U5/25«)

Your 1628/11+ (not to V.A. Malta). Concur 
in proposal to land 6" Anti-Submarine gun 
from ESSEX for Coast Defence. Request 
proposals regarding disposal of 3" H.A. 
gun which should be appropriated to a 
suitable merchant ship not already pro
vided. (D.T.D., 1835/25, to C. in C. Med.)

/SAR1TA
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean Oontd.
SARNA
mined.

SARNA was mined, and sunk in Canal at 
Mo nn t (»I mi (?Km) 138.5 while sweeping. She is clear

o-P n V i o n n . l  ___of channel. Preliminary report indicates 
an accoustic mine. 2. Casualties.

Owing to congestion in Egyptian ports and 
irregularity of Malta convoys at least 
2 months elapse "between arrival of stores 
in Egypt and arrival of same stores in 
Malta. Frequently also essential parts 
of machinery are left at Alexandria and 
have to wait for following convoys.
(V.A. Malta, 1953/25 to Admty).

30’ thence through 03*+° 00’ 028° 00' to 
Northward. * (Acknowledge).
(Capt. (S) 1. 2229/25 to PARTHIAN).

(S.B.N.0. Suez Canal Area 1929/25)

Stores
for

Length of time for stores to reach Malta 
is not realized in U.K. All stores must 
go round Cape for transhipment in Egypt.Malta.

PARTHIAN.
RORQUAL. Your 1934/25 (N/T in W.R) * RORQUAL leaves 

Alexandria 1800/26 through 032° 00* 028°

rA/f F I E L D
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East I n d ie s .

B earin gs from  Simonstown, Durban and K ran ji 
ob ta in ed  at 2138 G .M .T ./24  in d ic a te  enemy 
su r fa ce  u n it  on a l in e  A chin  Head t o  
M auritiu s p rob a b ly  mid way.
(C ap t. O .S ., S ingapore O l l l z /2 5 ,  t o  
C .in  C. E . 1 . ) .

My 1906/23 not t o  S .N .O . Red Sea.
Brava o ccu p ie d  by our tro o p s  2 4 /2 .  Our 
advanced tro o p s  have reach ed  v i c i n i t y  
V i t t o r ia  and Merka where th ey  are encoun terin g  
o p p o s it io n  and about 3000 p r is o n e r s  have been 
ta k en . (C .in  C. E . I . ,  0 4 1 2 /2 5 , t o  A d m ty .).

C ancel my 1 8 4 2 /2 4 . A fte r  f u e l l i n g  
AUSTRALIA i s  t o  p roceed  t o  sea rch  an area 
between fo l lo w in g  p o in t s .  (A) 019° 50*
South 067° 5 0 ' (B) 021° 3 0 ' 069° 3 5 '
(C) 024° 1 5 ' 066° 30» (D) 022° 50« 0640 5 5 ' .  
As much o f  t h is  area as p o s s ib le  but 
e s p e c ia l ly  S .E . part i s  t o  be search ed  d u rin g  
d a y lig h t  2 6 /2 .  Speed not t o  exceed  27 knots 
u n le s s  e s s e n t ia l .
(C .in  C. E . I . ,  0452Z /25 , t o  F orce  V ) .

My 1 9 3 4 /2 4 . GLASGOW on le a v in g  M auritiu s 
p roceed  at 20 k n ots p a ssin g  South o f  Reunion 
but n ot ap p roach in g  w ith in  20 m ile s .  
S ubsequently  a d ju s t in g  cou rse  and speed  f o r  
R/V w ith  F orce  "Z " .
(C .in  C. E . I . ,  0514Z /25 , t o  F orce  V ) . '

A ir  Raid a t Aden 2 4 /2  put Naval W/T S ta t io n  
power l in e  out o f  a c t io n  0658 t o  0912 G.M.T. 
No c a s u a l t i e s .  (C .in  C. E . I . ,  0612Z /25 , t o  
A dm ty.) .

My 1856/24 amend p o s i t io n  o f  rendezvous t o  
read  005° 4 0 ' N. 054° 5 5 ' .  Speed o f  advance 
o f  convoy i s  15 k n o ts .
(C .in  C. E . I . ,  0712Z/25 t o  F orce  V, 
ENTERPRISE).

/  W .S.5B.X • • • •
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East Indies. (Contd.)

W.S.5B.X. Your 1045/24. Intend convoy WS 5 BX
MAURETANIA. consisting of EMPRESS OF JAPAN and
NIEUW AMSTERDAM. AQUITANIA to leave Bombay about (date)

-4-CANBERRA. escorted by ENTERPRISE.
MAURETANIA and NIEUW AMSTERDAM may proceed 
to Colombo unescorted. Intend CANBERRA to 
escort these two ships to Fremantle leaving 
Colombo (date).
(C.in C. E.I., 0746Z/25, to S.S.T.O. Bombay)

— LEANDER

Enemy
Units.

U.S.10.

Your 0453/24/2. (New Zealand Govt, desires 
account of operation by LEANDER).
No objection provided accounts are in 
general terms. Would you like LEANDER to 
write an account?
(C.in C. E.I., 1136Z/25, to N.Z.N.B.)
Reply: Yes. (N.Z.N.B. 0126/26).

Your 1031Z/24. Several factors discredit 
possibility of target at 2136 being in 
Eastern Mediterranean. Traffic suggests 
two different targets, possibly raider 
and supply ship in Indian Ocean.
(D.D.I.C. 1209/25 to Capt. O.S., Singapore)

My 0554/23. Proposals. (S.S.T.O. India 
(Bombay) 1245Z/25 to D. of S.T.).
See Operations Volume.

-4-CANBERRA 
— OLEANDER 

HERMES
CANBERRA on completion of fuelling at 
Seychelles 26/2 is to proceed as requisite 
to rendezvous with LEANDER in position 004° 
S. 074° E. at 0200Z/1/3.
CANBERRA is to (2 corrupt groups) to HERMES 
(? via) Oiler APPLELEAF before sailing. 
(C.in C. E.I., 2026Z/25, to Force V).

-OLEANDER Oiler PEARLEAF arriving Addu Atoll about
—^CANBERRA 0330z/28. LEANDER is to arrive there at

once and fuel, subsequently proceeding to 
rendezvous with CANBERRA as ordered in my 
20?3/25/. Both ships then to proceed in 
company at 15 knots towards (?F'remantle) 
(C.in C. E.I., 2028Z/25. to LEANDER)
/ ?2026/25 (Most Secret) intended.
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TAIKOO.

Indo-China.

HILDA MOLLER

Mining
Base

GEORGIC

Non
departure 
of tankers.

25.2.1941.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

China.

Your 1238/24 (Request for position of 
tug TAIKOO) at Nancowry. (C.in C. China 
0307Z/25, to Admty.).

Failure of de Schampre. Free French 
movement throughout Far East threatened. 
Propose to visit Hong Kong and possibly 
Shanghai immediately. (C.in C. China 
0726Z/25, 0823/25).

Cancel my 0825/24 HILDA MOLLER recalled 
Colombo.
(N.C.S.O. Singapore, 0745Z/25, to Admty.).

Commodore Hong Kong’s 0152/4/1.
Controlled mining base to be deferred for 
present. Question will be reviewed later 
this year.
(Head of M. 2132/25 to C.in C. China).

America and West Indies.

My 1700/24 (Departure GEORGIC). Alternate 
route L should read 056° 50’ N. 008° 55’ W. 
(N.C.S.O. Halifax, 0958/25, to N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa.)•

Your 1735/24. My 1 2 0 1 / 2 1  to N.S.H.Q. only 
begins, delays, ELONA, ERODONA, Oil RELIANCE, 
for D.C-. repairs. THALATTA engine repairs 
2 weeks. HIDLEFJORD engine repairs 1 week. 
HAAKON HAUAN engine repairs time uncertain 
ends. Do you wish this routine message sent 
to Admiralty also.
(N.C.S.O. Bermuda 1430/25 to Admty.).

ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
BUXTON • • ♦  •
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25.2.1941. 
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies. (Contd.)

With concurrence of C.in C. A.W.I. 
intended ROYAL SOVEREIGN should proceed 
to Bermuda after fuelling and disembarking 
shells at Halifax on return from T.C.9, 
to hold two exercises and carry out 
gunnery practices. ROYAL SOVEREIGN would 
return to Halifax in time to escort 
H.X. (?115). BUXTON requires short 
docking prior to Atlantic crossing, 
cannot be done at Halifax for some weeks. 
Subject to concurrence of C.in C. A.W.I. 
intended that BUXTON shall accompany 
ROYAL SOVEREIGN as A/S escort and be 
docked at Bermuda if possible.
(R.A. 3 B.S., 1656/25 to Admty.).

A.T. 1315/9/1.
The movement of DANAE has been postponed 
and it is regretted that DUNEDIN cannot 
yet be released.
(D.O.D.(F) 2213/25, to C.in C. A.W.I.).
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PLUS.

GALILEA. 

TANKSNEELS.

PROGIDA. 
GALILEA.

Klsmayu.

OLIZIA. ) 
GAPO LENA.)

MOST SECRET.

25.2.19^1.Tuesday.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

PLUS, CLIZIA, GAPO LENA left Bilbao 24/2, 
destination unknown.
(BiLbao, 1508/25 to D.N.l).

Arrived 23/2. (Valencia, 2020/25).

Confirmed sailed from Kismayu p.m./j>0/l. 
(D.S. 559).

24/2 arrival PROCIDA 25/2 departure GALILEA 
for Marseilles.
(Valencia 2040/25).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Situation of Italian ships at. (D.S. 5j>9) . 

See German Merchant Ships, 1308/25.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

25.2.191+1. 
Tuesday,

— }MANSSPOOL
(torpedoed 24/2)

KiNCtTOH Hill .
LLrm.Lt.) %%/*.)

^  BRITISH GUNNER. 
(torpedoed 24/2).

-A MANSEPOOL,
BRITISH GUNNER,
G,G, BROVIG. 
(torpedoed 24/ 2).

MANISTEE
(torpedoed 24/2).

JONATHAN HOLT. 
^MANSEPOOL.

— -- ^ BRITISH GUNNER.
(torpedoed 24/2).

Ships Attacked.
NORTHERN SPRAY is to R.V. with SALVONIA 
and SEAMAN^in 000° 5 miles from Butt of 
Lewis at 1300 to-day and escort them to 
assist MANSEPOOL last reported in 6l° 07’ N. 
12° 47’W. at 1553/24.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 0057/25).
If ship is seaworthy she should he towed 
south through Minches to Rothesay Bay,
If this is considered inadvisable report 
action taken, PIGOTEE is to remain in 
company. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 0045/25 to 
ST. OLAVES, THAMES, PIGOTEE).

PETUNIA is standing by MANSEPOOL. Will 
stand by BRITISH GUNNER.
(NORTHERN REWARD, 0104/25).
My position now is 061° N, 013° 08’W. 
have searched attacked area. Nothing to 
report, am endeavouring to contact BRITISH 
GUNNER again. (NORTHERN REWARD 1430/25). 
Continuing search for BRITISH GUNNER and 
MANSEPOOL. MALLOW proceeding to join 
H.X. 109 (Weather) My position 06l° N.
01p° 30fW. (CLARKIA 2000/25 to C. in G. W.A).

MANSEPOOL likely to break up during present 
weather badly holed (fore) Bridge.
BRITISH GUNNER hole Engine Room should 
float. BRITISH GUNNER was in 06l°l6’ N. 
012°20’ W. at 1700/24. MANSEPOOL 16 miles 
105° from BRITISH GUNNER. Am making 
progress with G.G. BROVIG holed starboard 
and forward. E.T.A. Lewis 2400/25.
(PETUNIA, 0615/25 to G. in G. W.A).

Not met, (corrupt group) my p.c.s. are 
062° (?14') N. 016° 29’ W. 090° 14 Noon 
B.S.T. D.R. (Weather).
(CHURCHILL, 1201/25 to G. in G. W.A).

Following survivors on board (l) JONATHAN 
HOLT one, S.S. COPELAND has one, unknown 
ship has some others.
(2) MANSEPOOL 22, believed SS NAILSEA-MANORC^ 
has balance probably 17.
(3) BRITISH GUNNER 44, 3 were killed.
(PETUNIA, 1405/25 to G. in G. W.A).

/DIALA
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

DIALA.
Shies Attacked.(contd);
(British tanker, 8106 tons) The following 
has "been read. SSSS de GPK. DIALA

COPELAND.

torpedoed 55.50 N. 14.00 W.. 1225.
(Port Patrick Radio 1248/25).7T 0.9* o f <xX> £-hy*jLJi, OOi.8/^6, 

y  o f. o o2 .sj& t>. 9 o S %

Following has been read. SSSS Position 1 
61.02 N. 19.23 W. followed by submarine 
course 210, 1615/25. Thought to originate 
from COPELAND. (Valentia Radio 1 6 1 6/2 5). 
Following has been read. SSSS. Position 
61° 19’ N. 19° 15’W. COPELAND followed by 
Submarine. (Valentia Radio 1628/25).

G.C. BROVIG. 
K iN & iT b N  H i l l  .

fi.C.. BROVIG is to be taken to Stornoway and 
beached alongside KINGSTON HILL.
(C. in C. W.A. 1717/25 to PETUNIA).

My 1717/25 KINGSTON HILL (£pmbed 22/2) has gone to Aultbea. Beacli^BkOVIG in 
Glumaig^ Bay, Stornoway.
(C. in C. W.A. 1936/25 to PETUNIA).

1550.
Submarines Reported.
Possibly 58° N., 12.30 W. very ) 

indefinite. )1708. 61.19 N., 19.15 W., reported by ) 
rescue vessel COPELAND. )

1813. Possibly 56° N., 11° to 12° W., )
1919.1950.

very indefinite- )
53° to 54° N., 20° W., indefinite.) D.S. 540. 
58.35 N., 6.55 W., reported by )
ACHATES. )

2117. 55° to 55.50 N., 21° to 22° W. ) 
(Italian) indefinite. )

2008. 48° N., 7.30 W., indefinite. )

1609. My 1609/25. It is probable that formation 
reported was OB 290 or HX 109 convoy. 
(D.D.I.C. 1705/25 to TRIUMPtf, WINCHELSEA, 
TAKU, CHELSEA, AUSONIA, H.Q.C.C.)

1708. Admty Message AF. Position 61° 19' N. 
19° 15’ W. at 1608/25 G.M.T.
(D.D.I.C. 1749/25).

/1815
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1813.

1950.

2008.

Estimated U/B 
dispositions.

25.2.191+1.
Tuesday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported, (contd).

D/F bearings at 18l3/25indicate that 
convoy OB 290 is being shadowed.
(D.D.I.O. 181+7/25 to WINCHELSEA, TRIBUNE, 
CHELSEA, TAKU.).

One submarine bearing 180 distance 7 miles 
course unknown, position 58.1+2 N . , 6.35 W. 
(ACHATES, 1950/ 2 5).

My 1950, submarine submerged. 
(ACHATES, 1955/25 to Scapa W/T).

ACHATES sighted submarine astern of convoy. 
Failed to gain contact. Rejoined convoy 
position at 2100 058° l+l+’N. 007° 58'W. 
(ANTELOPE, 2101/25 to C. in C.W.A).

By D/F at 2008/25 position of German U-Boat 
approx. 1+8° N. 7° 3 0 ’W. Unreliable fix. 
(D.D.I.C. 2038/25).

German.
1 - 1 + 0  miles of 61° 10' N. 13° 2 0 'W.
1 - 59° N. - 60° N, 10° W. - 13° W.
1 - 6 0  miles of 58° 50' N. 11° W.
2 r 57° 50'N. - 60° N, 19° W - 22° W. 
Possibly 1 - 1 + 0  miles of 60° 30*N, 25° 30'W. 
1 - 6 0  miles of 58° 3 0 ’ N, 17° W.
1 - 6 0  miles of 56° 50' N, 19° W.
1 about 1+8° p O ’ N. 7° W en route Lorient.
Italian.
1 - 1 + 0  mixes of 55° 1+0' N. 20° W.
1 - about 1+7° N. 15° W. en route Bordeaux.
1 - 59° N - 60° N, 13° W - 16- W.
No information of others at sea.
(D .D .I iC .  11+15/25).
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SITUATION REPORT»
Home Commands.

E/Boat S.S. MINORCA was torpedoed and sunk by
Attack# an E/Boat off Sheringham Shoal in the

early hours of this morning.

U/Boat 
attack 
on" 0.B.290.

Convoy 0.B.290 was attacked by U/Boat mm 
last night in the N.W.Approaehes and 
S.S. BORGLAND and KASONGO v/ere torpedoed.

British Air Activity,

1

Boulogne was bombed last night.
Patrols in the North Sea v/ere extended to 
the Coast of Norway today. At 1300 
one of the patrolling aircraft sighted an 
enemy convoy of 10 ships with 2 destroyers 
steering south, about 25 miles North of 
Horn's Reef. Beaufort aircraft v/ere sent 
to attack, but failed to find the convoy.

Enemy Air Activity.

Attack on
Convoy 0.B.290.
m  n .w #
Approaches. 
MSLMORE HEAD, "  
KYRIAKOUL£,~

6et »•■>!

LLANWERN,
- * SOVAC.

MAHANADA,
' BEURSPLEIN, 
AMSTULLAND, 
SWINBURNg, 
damaged or 
sunk.

Attacks on shipping in the N.W. Approaches 
are taking place outside the present 
range of fighter protection from the U.K. 
Convoy 0.B.290 was attacked this morning 
in 55* 27'N., O’W. S.S. MELMORE HEAD 
v/as damaged and abandoned. EYRIAKOULA v/as 
abandoned though apparently not hit. 
SOLFERINO is reported on fire and abandoned 
and RYDBOHOLM abandoned but salvage 
possible. Convoy 0.E.290 v/as attacked 
again by P.W.Aircraft at 1807 in 54° 7'N. , 
17° 6 ’W. S.S. LLANWERN was sunk,*S0VAC, 
MAHANADA and BEURSPLKIN reported burning 
fiercely, AMSTELLAND damaged but 
salvageable, SWINBURNtpresumed sunk. 
WESTONS barrage damaged and perhaps shot 
dov/n one P.W.C.
Two further ships, BLANKAHOLM and SURINAME v/ere damaged and proceeded to 
Ponta Delgada.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Enemy Air Activity. (Contd. )

EMPIRE STEELHEAD which left convoy 
W.N.8# on 25/2 with steering trouble was 
bombed and damaged and set on fire this 
morning 10 miles E. of Cromarty and was 
towed to Invergordon.

S.S. TENERIPPA was bombed and sunk off 
St. Go¥an’s Head this afternoon.

Cardiff v/as attacked between 1945 and 220C 
today by 70 to 80 enemy aircraft. Sligh 
damage v/as caused in the docks.

Mining.

Coastal Command aircraft last night 
dropped mines in Hubert Gat and 
Terschelling Gat.

Mines were exploded today off Swansea. 
During the last 6 days four S.A.Trawlers 
have been damaged by near mine explosions 
in this area, and at present only one S.A. 
sweeper is available.

Trawls' CHRISTABELLE v/as sunk today North 
of the Faroes, presumably by a floating 
mine. Power barges BRACKELIER and 
MONARCH v/ere mined and sunk off Hull. 
These mines v/ere exploded in the Humber, 
area.
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Mediterranean*

4 German bombers escorted by 20 to 30 
fighters carried out large scale attack 
on Luqa Aerodrome (Malta) this morning. 
Several British aircraft were destroyed 
and damaged on the ground and several 
enemy aircraft were shot down, many of 
them by A .A.fire. The aerodrome was
rendered unserviceable.
An enemy Red Cross Seaplane accompanied by 
about 20 fighters carried out a search for 
an hour this evening 40 miles round the 
Northern half of

Two enemy M.T.B's raided Kasteloritzo . 
last night, but withdrew before our ships 
could make contact.

East Indies.

AUSTRALIA is to sweep towards Colombo 
supporting EMERALD and HERMES on passage, 
on completion of fuelling at the 
Seychelles EMERALD and HERMES in company 
are to proceed to Colombo through the 
One and a half degrees channel: these two 
ships will be known as Force T.
SHROPSHIRE is to proceed East of Madagascai 
to Durban and thence to Simonstown to 
ref it.DORSETSHIRE on being relieved by 
GLASGOW as escort of Force Z, is to 
proceed to Mombasa.

The Germans claim that S.S. CANADIAN 
CRUISER was flying U.S.Flag and 
carrying U.S.markings v/hen sunk, is 
denied by C.in C. E.I. The U.S.Consul 
witnessed her departure from Colombo on 
5/2.
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Corvettes 
for Gibraltar 
Convoys,

GO^BORG.

Firing at
Unseen
Targets.

Jan Mayen.

JAGUAR.
ISAAC SWEERS.

HOME COMMANDS.

26.2.1941.Wednesday.

Policy t.

COREOPSIS unatile to comply with C. in C. 
W.A’s 2024/19.' (Capt. D. Greenock 
1052/26). |0 urTff O G. Sif

Leaves Skopenfiord for Gothenburg about 
2100/27 routed as follows and thence 
through British declared channel. Ship 
should not be molested.
(D.O.D. H. 1113/26 and F.O.S. 1301/26).

Admiralty message 70 A Z of 23th January,
The routes taken by convoys are very 
close to the Northern dividing line and 
as reported by Admiralty 1622/22 mistakes 
in routeing have occurred and are liable 
to recur as positions of convoys are so 
uncertain. As suggested in Rosyth 1746/17/1 
it is considered that the line should run 
north from the Butt of Lewis to the Faroes 
and thence over to Iceland. This line 
would give the following advantages
(A) Convoy routes normally lie to the 
westward of the line and thus all messages 
would be routed on area broadcast.
(B) Horae Fleet units co-operating with 
incoming convoys would be on same area 
W/T organisation.
(C) Unless previously notified all merchant 
ships to the eastward to be treated with 
suspicion.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1203/26).

Your 1343/24. Concur that this expedition 
should not be allowed. (D.O.D. H. 1736/26 
to F.O.I.C. Iceland).

JAGUAR should be regarded as having joined 
the Mediterranean Fleet as from 31/1/41.
2. Dutch destroyer ISAAC SWEERS will replace 
this ship in the 5th Flotilla about end 
of May. (A.C.N.S.(H) 1926/26).

/Finnish
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Finnish
Ships.
Homeward
Route.
QZX.6.
Minefield.

Policy, (contd).
Your 1736/21, para. 1 is not fully 
understood. There is nothing in Admiralty 
instructions to stop vessels proceeding 
as fhr North or making landfall as far East 
as they like, after passing through 67° N. 
05° E.
Para. 2 and your 1117/15. This minefield 
is known and has "been promulgated con
fidentially. (D.N.I. 2012/26).

" 3 t U c ' .asaaaM
Defence of U.K.
At 1130/26. (D. 0. 111+7/26). 
At 2330/26. (D.C. 2320/26).

Dropping of 
glares 
during 
Invasion.

S. 565I/F.O.6. The dropping of flares over 
the U.K. constitutes a hostile act 
rendering the aircraft liable to immediate 
engagement by Fighter aircraft or ground 
defences, unless previous notice has been 
given to H.Q., F.G.
2. 0. in 0. Home Forces requests that 
in the event of invasion this rule should 
be waived and permission given for Army 
Co-operation Squadrons on "Action Stations" 
to drop parachute flares half an hour before 
first light approx. 4 miles from the 
coast in their respective reconnaissance 
areas, object being to disclose to the 
infantry on the beaches the presence or 
otherwise of enemy craft approaching.
The views of the Adty are sought as to 
whether the rule quoted in para 1. above 
should be amended to permit flares to 
be dropped on the occasion and under the 
conditions proposed. Whilst it is 
appreciated that Naval forces might thereby 
be exposed to attack in the initial stages 
of an invasion, without such flares there 
may be no illumination of the targets for 
shore defences. (Air Ministry F.0.6.
1730/26 to Adty).

/Faroes
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HOME COMMANDS.
Defence of United Kingdon.

0158/536 (AA4) 26/2/41.
Necessary action is "being taken on para.5 
of your 1706/25. . 0. C. Faroe Isles
Force has cabled that owing limited 
troops for ground defence he cannot take 
on manning these guns and Y/e agree.
It y/ill be some time before LAA personnel 
can be mobilised and available for this 
role but necessary steps will be taken 
dependent on COS decision. In meantime 
assume you v/ill continue to man guns 
with naval personnel.
(War Office 1815/26 to Admty).

Movements.
DUNEDIN. Admiralty 2212/25. DUNEDIN is to sail

so as to R/V with 0.G.54 as follows:
(C.in C. W.A. 0205/26 to DUNEDIN).
Cancel my 0205/26. DUNEDIN is nov/ to 
sail so as to R/V with 0.G.54 in 051° 
05'N., 020° W. at l000/2nd. and thereafter 
act as ocean escort. Course and speed 
of convoy should then be 209 degs. 7 
knots routed as follows:
DUNEDIN is to give instructions to 
S.S. PROME as to subsequent movements in 
accordance v/ith Admty' s 2212/25. On 
parting company LINCOLN is to report 
position 0.G.54 to DUNEDIN v/hen v/ell 
clear of convoy.
(C.in C. W.A. 1206/26 to DUNEDIN.) 
Admiralty 2212/25 and my 1206/26. On 
gaining contact v/ith S.S. PROME in convoy 
0.G.54 DUNEDIN and PROME are to part 
company and proceed at best speed suitable 
to PROME by follov/ing route to Gibraltar. 
(C.in C. W.A. 2330/26).

Faroes
A/A
Defences.

LONDON. Intend to sail LONDON for Scapa at
1200/4. Escort of tv/o destroyers to 
accompany LONDON as far as Kinnaird Head 
will be provided from Nore Command.
C.in C. H.F. is requested to provide 
escort for remainder of passage if 
considered necessary. Fighter 
protection for passage v/ill be arranged 
by C.in C. Nore. Approx, time 
passing Kinnaird Head 1200/5.
(C.in C. Nore, 1110/26).
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Movements. (Contd.)

TAKU
TRIBUNE.

My 1951/25. Proceed thence TAKU through 
056° N., 025° W. TRIBUNE through 055° N. , 
025° W. and thence to Halifax by route 
previously ordered.
(F.O.(S) 1254/26).

M.G.E's.

•
Your 1230/26. (No trace). In view of 
weather forecast M.G.B’s are not to be 
sailed.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1314/26 to N.O.I.C. 
Dartmouth)•

HAVELOCK. Request HAVELOCK be detached on passing 
to Aultbea whence she is required for 
escort 28/2.
(C.in C. W.A. 1506/26 to C.S.18).

Northern
Patrol.

Trawler lines tonight. 4 Trawlers. 
(A.C.O.S. 1536/26).

—  HONNINGSVAAG 
W  VESL42KARI.

My 1410/25. HONNINGSVAAG and VESLiZKARI 
further delayed. Expect to sail at noon 
27 th.
(P.O.Iceland 1707/26).

Submarines. Positions at 0800/27 and movements for 
following 24 hours.
(P.O.S. 1721/26).

0. 21.
0. 23.

Sailed 021 and 023 accompanied by 
LA MOQUEUSE in accordance with your 
£359/25).
(N.O.I.C. Holyhead 1920/26).
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Two Destroyers My 2144/15 and C.in C. W.A. 1232/25.required as
Convoy 2. Additional destroyers are required
a/s_ as A/S escort for special convoy sailingEscort. from Clyde on 4/3.

4, C.in C. Portsmouth is requested to 
detail two "V" Destroyers for this duty. 
During the absence of these ships the 
20th Flotilla will remain at Portsmouth. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1956/26).

L.27. Intend sailing 1900/27 L27 diving by
day routed as follows to N one buoy off 
Needles E.T.A. 0800/28 request escort to meet her.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 2344/26).
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Convoy.
MINORCA
(British

One enemy war motor "boat bearing 090° 
distance 3 miles, course unknown,

JL U X  oil y
1133 Tons) 
sunk*

posiion 53° 4’N . , 1° 20'E.
(VORTIGERN 0232/26) (WOOLSTON 0234/26). 
S.S. MINORCA torpedoed and sunk in
053° 04’N . , 001° 21'E.
(W00LST0H 0321/26).
S.S. MINORCA sunk in vicinity of 
Sheringham, probably by E/Boat torpedo. 
Seven survivors in S.S. RUDMORE. 
(VORTIGERN, 0333/26).

* Pbdufc-

Request may be extended to
include 28/2 and 1/3. Two six 
Destroyers taking part.
(C.in C. Plymouth 1604/26 to H.Q.F.C.)

Force A. Two M.T,B's to be at 
Sheringham Light Buoy at 2000/26 and 
patrol close to Buoy on silent engines 
until 0001/27.
Force B. Two M.T.B* s to be at No.5 Buoy 
at 2000/26 and patrol close to northward 
of buoy on silent engines until 0130/27. 
Force C. Available M.L's to arrive in 
position 52° ll’N. 02° 15’E, before 
dark 26th and patrol on line 050° 230° 
for distance of 5 miles from this positio 
until daylight when M.L*s are to return 
to Yarmouth.
2. Patrol ,,0" is not repetition not to 
go north of No.5 Buoy.
3. F.N.Convoy of 10 ships is due No.5 
Buoy at 1830/26 and Sheringham Light 
Buoy at 0030/27. F.S.Convoy of 76 
ships is due Sheringham Light Buoy at 
1630/26, and No.5 Buoy at 0200/27.

Opera t ion "Tfe tfafc !*
■priir>i f T ? Tf  v  v * * '   ̂1  9

POeiSfiT postponed today on account of 
weather.
(C.in C. ' iuth 0752/26 to H.Q.F.C.)

Operation
against
E/Boats.

Weather permitting following operation 
is to be carried out tonight with object 
of counter attacking E/Boats.

/4.
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Operations.(Contd.)

4. At 0001/27 Force A. is to withdraw to 
westward to well outside visibility range 
from convoy returning to Sheringham Buoy 
at 0300/27. Force A is to leave for 
Harwich at daylight 27th proceeding hy 
Q.Z.S.172*

5. At 0130/27 Force B is to withdraw to 
Eastv/ard to well outside visibility 
range from convoy route returning to No.5 
Buoy at daylight 27th and proceeding 
thence to Harv/ich.
(C.in C. Nore, 1150/26 and C.in C. Nore, 
Reed*, 1435/26).
Two M.T.B’s will be at Sheringham Light 
Buoy from 2000/26 until 0001/27. Two 
M.T.B’s will be at No.5 Buoy from 
2000/26 until 0130/27. Adjust speed so 
that convoy does not reach Sheringham 
Light Buoy and No.5 Buoy before 0001/27 
and 0130/27 respectively.
(C.in C. Nore, 1244/26 to SOUTHDOWN,etc.) 
Sailed M.T.B’s 43,18,31 at 1639.
(F.C.I.C. Harwich, 1641/26).
Your 1150/26 departure M.L's 110,108 at 
1625.
(F.O.I.C. Yarmouth' 1920/26 to C.in C* 
Nore).

Operation N.C. will be carried out zero 
time 2215.
(V.A. Dover, 1414/26).

Sailed DERBY COUNTY to carry out 
instructions in your 1646/26. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1754/26 to 
C.in C. Plymouth).
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HOME COMMANDS.
British Air Activity.

Night flying from Crail 0430 to 0715 
today stopped. Flame floats will he 
dropped North West of May Island "between 
0640 and 0700.
(C.in C. Rosyth 0106/26 to VERSATILE).

Sunderland aircraft will reach 060° 14' 
N. , 009° 42'W. at 0815. After 
identifying itself to convoy aircraft 
will provide A.S.escort keeping outside 
12000yards* from convoy. Relief 
for Sunderland y/ill reach 058° 47'N., 
007° 20’W. at 1600, carry out some 
procedure escorting till darkness.
(C.in C. Rosyth 0142/26).
My 0142/26 delayed v/eather.
Whitley aircraft may be sighted in your 
vicinity any time after 0800/26.
(C.in C. Rosyth 0730/26).
My 0730/26. Sunderland should arrive 
about 1300.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1044/26).
My 1044. Sunderland delayed should nov/ 
reach 059° 18*N., 008° 05’W. at 1400. 
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1254/26).

Patrols M i n g  flown today.
S.A# 2., wnfc*;, Bggg&CS.
(C.in C. 'Rosyth, 0918/26).
My 0918. Add patrol S.A.3. Both 
patrols S.A.2. S.A.3. have been extended 
to coast.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 1040/26).

Cancel all previous instructions. 
KINGSTON HILL is to remain at Loch Ewe. 
Ship has not to be beached unless 
necessary but has to be anchored in 
shallow water.
(F.O.I.C.Greenock, 1118/26).
Report on KINGSTON HILL.
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 1227/26).
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Bonibing
R e s t r i c t i o n s .

F l u s h i n g ,)  C a l a i s .  ) B o u lo g n e , ) 
Dunk i r k .  )

Enemy M in e la y in g  A/C B a se s .

Convoy 
O .B .39Q . MELMORE HEAD ( B r i t i s h  5273 to n s )ab an d o n ed .
SOLFERINO(N orw eg ian
2580 to n s )abandonedKYRIAKOULA(G re e k .4540 to n s )  
RYDBOHOLM ( Sw edisIT  3197 to n s )  ab an d o n ed .

MOST SECRET.

2 6 .2 .1 9 4 1 .W ednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.
B r i t i s h  A i r  A c t i v i t y .  (C o n td .)

A .M .1 1 1 1 /2 0 /9 /4 0 . R e q u e s t bom bing 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  from  1 900 /26  t o  0 8 0 0 /2 7  i n  zone 15 m ile s  on each  s id e  o f  l i n e  j o in in g  Nab Tower and  Ca Pe D 'A n t i f e r .  ( C . in  C. P o r tsm o u th  1753 /26  t o  H .Q .C .C .)

1 . Day 2 5 /2 . One B lenheim  a t t a c k e d  th e  su b m arin e  r e p a i r  and  a sse m b ly  s t a t i o n  a t  F lu s h in g  w here t h r e e  b u r s t s  w ere o b s e rv e d , m ach ine gunned V l i s s in g e n  A erod rom e, O i l  ta n k s  a t  F lu s h in g  and  two s m a ll  v e s s e l s  o f f  C o a s t o f  F lu s h in g .  A t ta c k e d  N ig h t 2 5 /2 6 . D e t a i l s .
(H .Q .B .C .1 8 1 2 /2 6 ) .

X .268 2 6 /2 .R e c e n t m in e la y in g  by  enemy a i r c r a f t  h as  im posed  h eav y  s t r a i n  on n a v a l  sw eep in g  f a c i l i t i e s .  R e q u e s t b a s e s  o f  enemy m in e - la y in g  a i r c r a f t  be  in c lu d e d  i n  
INTRUDER o p e r a t i o n s .(A ir  M in i s t r y ,  2300 /26  to  F i g h t e r  Command
tT~n̂ -w»y /4~vt~ Axst'i'fi ty.
MELMORE HEAD bombed a t  0900 i n  
55° 27’N . , 16° W.(L y n ess  W/T 0 9 0 0 /2 6 ) ( V a le n t ia  0 9 0 5 /2 6 ) .

abandoned  have o rd e re d  to  r e t u r n  t o .  S a lv a g e  o f  l a s t  2 p o s s ib l e  l a t .  55° 02* 
L ong . 16° 25 ' .
(ENCHANTRESS 1 0 5 0 /2 6 ) .My 0 9 5 5 /2 6  n o t to  NORTHERN SPRAY.
PRUDENT and  RESTIVE a r e  s t i l l  s h e l t e r i n g  i n  S to rn o w ay . E s c o r t  them  when th e y  
p ro c e e d  to  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  damaged s h i p s ,  ( c . i n  c. W.A. 12 30 /2 6  to  PETUNIA).

/S w e d is h
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HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Air Activity. (Contd.)

(Swedish 3197 tons) RYDBOHOLM abandoned 
salvageable condition 055° 48*N.,
014° 24’W,
(PIMPERNEL 1330/26 to C.in C. W.A.)
My 0250/26. S.S. DIALA (torpedoed 
26/2) now proceeding under her own steam, 
MAN O ’ WAR and SUPERMAN are to proceed 
forthwith to assist MELMORE HEAD. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1747/26 to MAN O ’ WAR 
SUPERMAN.)

Signal re air attacks now canceled, 
(Lyness 1123/26).

Bombed, damaged, and on fire 10 miles 080‘ 
from Cromarty at 1126, M/S vessels STAR 
OP THE WAVE and GEORGE COUSINS now 
assisting. 14 group informed at 1133, 
(P.O.I.C. Invergordon 1201/26).
My 1201/26. Pire under control. 1 
Trawler returning Invergordon v/ith 
wounded 2 trawlers expect to tow vessel 
to Invergordon,
(P.O.I.C. Invergordon 1251/26).
My 1201/26. M/S Tra ler GEORGE COUSINS 
due Invergordon 1500 with 5 dead and 4 
wounded ex EMPIRE STEELHEAD. EMPIRE 
STEELHEAD in tow by STAR OP THE WAVE and 
CAPE BARRACOUTA making good 2 knots 
towards Invergordon. E.T.A. 1800. 
P.O.I.C. Invergordon, 1420/26),
EMPIRE STEELHEAD left Loch Ewe and joined 
convoy W.N.89 on 24/2 for Methil for 
instructions as to which East Coast port 
she was to go to for engine repairs.
Owing to failure of steam steering gear 
she was detached from convoy off 
Kinnairds Head at 1900/25 for Cromarty 
but v/as bombed at 1130/26 in 270°
Burghead 5 miles. Is now proceeding in 
tow tb̂ C Cromarty. E.T.A. 1800/26.
(C.in C. Rosyth 1533/26).
My 1420. Vessel now safely inside 
Cromarty Firth being tov/ed to anchorage 
off Invergordon. Extent of damage 
not yet known.
(P.O.I.C. Invergordon 2009/26).
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Convoy "Cy4.0 1-
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TENERIFPA
sunk*
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HOME COMMANDS.
Enemy Air Activity. (Contd.)

1 Aeroplane shadowing convoy hearing 
from centre of convoy 58° 38'N., 2° 38'W. 
(HELMSPEY 1220/26).
Fighter aircraft are being sent.
(Lyness W/T 1237/26). (Rosyth 1226/26).

Fighters being sent to convoy GRArM.CvAin! 
(Rosyth 1226/26).
No Trace of Code word in War Registry.

(Norwegian 5655 tons). Sunk by bombing 
in 51° 6 ’N. , 4° 49*W. No loss of life. 
Survivors in (?) bound up channel.
(ST. MARYS 1450/26).
Proceed to assist M/V attacked by enemy 
aircraft in 5 miles S. by E. St.
Govan’s Head Light Vessel.
(C.in C. Plymouth, 1504/26 to ST. MARYS). 
St. Govan's Light Vessel reports large 
motor vessel 3 mast name not known 
heavily attacked by two large aircraft 
and sank at 1430. Two coasters 
standing by. M/L and A/P trawler sent 
from Milford Haven.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1543/26).
My 1543/26. Name of ship Norwegian 
&~TENERIFFA.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1620/26).
My 1620/26. ST. MARY’S reports all 
crew of M/V TENERIFFA saved.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1745/26).
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Convoy C.B.29o. 
LLANWERN (British 
4966 tons) sunk.
SOVAC(British
tanker
6724tons)
MAHANADA
(British
7181 tons)
BEURSPLElN(Dutch,
4368 tons)
AMSTELLAND
(Dutch,8lB6Tons)
damaged.

SOVAC bombed hy six aircraft, in 
54° N. , 17° W.
(Port Patrick Radio 1755/26).
Prom SOVAC at 1751. Following from 
LLANWERN. Bombed 54.7 North 17.06 West. Aerial was earthing. Here attack 
still proceeding.
(VALENTIA RADIO 1805/26).
Prom Valentia Radio. 5400N., 1700W. 
SOVAC bombed by six aircraft 1753/26. Attack still proceeding. Station 
sending automatic AAAA and VVA at 1809 
G.M.T. GCK states this station is in this immediate vicinity.
(Port Patrick Radio 1810/26).Help - 0nu&t' (Even numbered O.B.Convoy) 
54° 7’N. , 17° 6'W at 1845.
(Motor A/S Boat No.12. 1856/26).
O.B.290 attacked by 4 P.W.C. aircraft Following casualties. LLANWERN sunk. 
SOVAC, MAHANADA and BEURSPLEIN burning fiercely. AMSTELLAND is 
salvageable. WESTON will take her in 
tow. Request tug may be sent. Weather 
report. Position 54® 12*N., 16° W. 
(WESTON 2137/26).

20 enemy aircraft over Convoy 
My position 51® 22'N., 1° 32'E. 
(BLENCATHRA, 1816/26).

ttining.

Liverpool. Prohibitions and Restrictions.
A.M. 2355/25/12 is cancelled. 
(D.T.D. 1240/26).
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Z.M.E.21.
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Mines exploded. Details, (today) 
(N.O.I.C. Swansea, 1601/26, 1875/26).

At 0849/26 Mine detonated with S.A.Gear 
and at same time mine exploded f ipile 
on Port Beam of sweeper. Details. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 1700/26).

During last six days S.A.Trawlers 
ERIMO, INVERFORTH, TEWARA and DARNETT 
NESS have "been damaged "by near miss 
explosions and will not he fit for 
service for some time. The only S.A. 
Sweeper now available in this area is 
COMMILLIES but it is hoped AKITA now 
fitting "A" frame will be ready on 28th. 
It ia. requested arrival of SIESTA, 
PITMRUAN, POSTBOY, and KERRYADO (vide 
C.A.F.0. 247/41) may be hastened. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 1717/26).

At 1500 today Power Barge BRACKELIER 
Towing Barge MONARCH both of steel 
construction sunk by underwater explosion 
approximately 80 feet off Alexandria 
Jetty, Hull. Crew of two in BRACKELIER 
killed, crew of one in MONARCH rescued. 
(F.O. Humber, 1750/26).

The following three mines exploded today. 
Details.
(F.O.Humber, 1844/26).

Particulars. To be carried out on 
night of 27/2 or as soon after as 
practicable.
(D.O.D.(H) 1917/26).
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9th M/S 9th M.S.F. are required to operate underFlotilla. R.A.(M) at Port Z.A. and on completion
of* operations are to he sailed to 
Portsmouth to join C.in C. Portsmouth Command.
R.A.(M) is requested to inform A.C.O.S. time and date hy which 9th M.S.F. should 
arrive at Port Z.A.
My 2131/25 refers.
(D.M.S. 1924/26).

Explosion. M.G.B.10 on passage reports an explosion
in position 318° South Fork Buoy 3 cable 
This may have been an acoustic mine.
No damage.
(V.A.Dover, 1957/26).

Operation
J.L. Sailed 1915 INTREPID, IMPULSIVE, ICARUS,

: /L^, A uw/O VANSITTART, and WIV2RN.
■>»-*.iJ2ui 'h (C.in C. Portsmouth, 2147/26).
c. ,) n

Enemy Intelligence.

Convoy 12 Merchant vessels course 180°. My
sighted. position 55° 55’N., 7° 10’E.

(Duty E. 1300/26).My 1300. Total enemy forces sighted up to time indicate consists of 10 merchant 
vessels 2 Destroyers.
(Duty E. 1310/26 to 18 R/C Group H.Q.)

GNEISENAU It is considered probable that
SCHARNHORST. GNEISENAU and SCHARNHORST have recentlybeen in Oslo and possibly they may now be 

on the West Coast of Norway.
(F.O.S. 1308/26 to S/M's Area A).
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Enemy At 2210/25 in 50 °N., 1° 40’W. Two
Shipping, unidentified ships mounting searchlights

unsuccessfully endeavoured to locate 
Wellington - ships did not open fire.
At 1852/25 in 51* 40'N. , 3° 25’E.
1 M/V 10,000 tons, 1 Coaster 2000 tons, 
and 5 patrol vessels stationary and 
facing N.N.E.
(H.Q.B.C. 1812/26).
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Masters arrived from Freetov/n complain 
that N.C.S.O. Freetown does not discuss 
route distances prior to sailing, 
resulting in insufficient bunkers being 
taken at Freetown.
Commodore of S.L.64 reports that 6 ships 
were sailed from Freetown v/ith less than 
26 days fuel. Essential that Masters 
should be informed accurately of the 
distance their ships are likely to steam 
before reaching destination.
(D.T.D. 1238/26 to N.C.S.O. Freetown).

To conserve oil supplies in U.K. 
instructions given to shipping companies 
re bunkering of oil burning ships in A*M. 
1751/2/9 have been modified for outward 
bound shipping for South African ports. 
Present policy is that as many ships as 
can be bunkered at Freetov/n will be 
allowed only enough oil in the U.K. to 
reach Freetown.
(D.T.D. 2314/26 toA.I.G. 47).

Arrived. (N.C.S.O. Methil 0818/26). 
Tyne ships arrived. (N.C.S.O.Tyne, 
1453/26).

HASTINGS as additional A/A escort.
(C.in C. Rosyth, 0925/26).
1 ship for. (N.C.S.C. Lyness, 1108/26),
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C o a a t a l  
C o n v o y s . 
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HOME COMMANDS.
S h ip p in g  a n d  C o n v o y s . ( C o n td . )

F .N .1 8 .V S 0 8 4 0 /2 6 .  10 s h i p s .  (N .C .S .O . T h a m e s , 
0 9 2 9 /2 6 ) .  SOUTHDOWN t o  o v e r t a k e .  
( C . i n  C . N o r e ,  1 2 5 3 /2 6 ) .  N um bers 
j o i n i n g .  ( N .C .S .O . H um ber, 1 7 2 5 /2 6 ) .

F .S .3 1 .4 * ! 76 s h i p s .  ( F .O . I .C .  T y n e , 0 9 4 6 /2 6 ) .  
A b s e n te e  ( 0 9 4 7 /2 6 )  L i s t .
(N .C .S .O . H um ber, 1 0 4 4 /2 6 )  H um ber s h i p s  
a r r i v e d .  (N .C .S .O . H um ber, 1 6 4 7 /2 6 ) .

F«N . 17« i f ' L i s t .  (N .C .S .O . H um ber, 1 0 3 6 /2 6 ) .  
E .T .A . (W00LST0N, 1 1 3 0 /2 6 ) .
L i s t .  ( F .O . I .C .  T y n e , 1 6 5 7 /2 6 ) .

E .N .7 6 . 12  s h i p s  a r r i v e d .  ( 1  a b s e n t e e )  
( N .C .S .O . O ban , 1 0 4 6 /2 6 ) .  1 a r r i v a l .  
(N .C .S .O . O ban , 1 1 5 7 /2 6 ) .
1 a r r i v a l .  (N .C .S .O . B e l f a s t ,  1 6 2 0 /2 6 ) .

4  M /V 's . A r r i v e d .  ( C . i n  C . P o r t s m o u th ,  1 0 5 7 /2 6 ) .

F . S . 1 9 .  l+'Cj My 1 9 1 3 /2 5   ̂ LEVENWOODS a n d  LINWOOD reported  
i n  H a rw ic h .
( N .C .S .O . T h am es, 1 1 1 2 /2 6 ) .

D a r tm o u th . Y o u r 2 2 0 7 /2 5 ,  s a i l i n g  a t  1 9 3 0 /2 6 ,  C o n c u r . 
( C . i n  C . P o r ts m o u th  1 1 4 7 /2 6 ) .  P o s tp o n e d  
48 h o u r s  ow ing  w e a th e r  a n d  l a c k  o f  e s c o r t .  
( N .C .S .O . D a r tm o u th , 1 8 0 6 /2 6 ) .
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C o a sta l Convoys. (C o n td .)

E .N .7 8 . 1 3 4 5 /2 7 . E s c o r ts . 14 s h ip s . Codes.

10 M.V’ s

( N . C . S . O .  M e th il 1 2 0 5 /2 6 ) .

To Dartmouth. ( C . i n  C. Portsmouth 1 2 0 7 /2 6 )  
L is t  ( N . C . S . O .  Portsmouth 1 2 1 7 /2 6 )  S a ile d  
( C . i n  C. Portsmouth 1 9 1 0 /2 6 )  . ?•??,

W .N .8 9 . A r r iv e d . ( N . C . S . O .  M e th il 1 2 2 6 /2 6 )  S/M H.43  
a r r iv e d  (1 4 2 5 /2 6 ) .

F • N L i s t .  ( N . C . S . O .  Thames 1 2 3 2 /2 6 ) .

C.W. 27 . D epartures w ith . ( N . C . S . O .  Thames 1 3 5 4 /2 6 )  
1 4 1 8 /2 6 , 5 s h ip s . ( N . C . S . O .  Thames, 1 4 4 1 /2 6 )  
L is t  (1 5 4 2 /2 6 )  L is t  (1 5 4 2 /2 6 )  Add M. L ’ s 
e t c .  ( V.A .  Dover 1 9 0 9 /2 6 ) .

E . N . 7 7 . P o s it io n  ( A . C . O . S . , 1 3 5 5 /2 6 ) .

F .N .& , Uoq 
F .N .L Q , UiO 
F .N . 'U ,  Lf.il 
F .N .1 -2 , if'*

Tyne Ships a r r iv e d . ( F . O . I . C .  Tyne, 1 4 5 2 /2 6 )

F .N .1 2  A , Ur; A
F . N. 1 6 . /.f. 14

S a ile d  1 4 0 0 /2 6 , 4 s h ip s . ( N . C . S . O .  M e th il 
1 5 2 1 /2 6 )  L is t  ( F . O . I . C .  Tyne, 1 6 5 4 /2 6 )

3 M.V * s LCRD HAILSHAM to  e s c o r t .  ( C . i n  C. Plymouth, 
1 5 2 6 /2 6 ) .

4 M.V’ s Penzance to  Dartmouth. ( N . C . S . O .  Falmouth  
1 7 2 9 /2 6 ) .

E . N . 7 5 . 1 a r r iv a l  ( N . C . S . O .  Mersey 1 8 0 5 /2 6 ) .

/  W.N.  9 1 .  .
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Coastal Convoys. (Contd.)
W.N. 91. . 1905/26. Escort. 8 ships. 

1905/26). (N.C.S.O. Clyde,

W.N.u. 91. 1500/28, unescorted. 19 ships. (N.C.S.O. 
Aultbea, 1941/26).

9 M.V’s Sailing 1630/27 for Bristol (N.C.S.O.Dartmouth, 2312/26).

Ocean Convoys.
0.G.54. 0035/26, escort SUNFLOWER, 16 ships. (N.C.S.O.

Clyde, 0115/26)
DUNEDIN to R.V. (position)at 1000/2 as ocean 
escort. (C.in C. W.A., 1206/26)
List and destinations (N.C.S.O. Clyde 1015/26) 
Departures (Capt. D. Londonderry, 1144/26) 
Amendments to List (N.C.S.O. Clyde O9O9/ 26).

H.X.108. 1 arrival. (N.C.S.O. Belfast 0845/26).

O.B.M. 291. 1930/26, LEEDS UNITED, 5. (N.C.S.O. Milford
Haven, 1003/26) List. (2015/26).

O.B.M. 292. 1745/27, DERBY COUNTY, 5. (N.C.S.O. Milford
Haven, 1003/26).

O.B.C. 292. 2230/28, 12. (N.C.S.O. Clyde 1020/26) Amend
to read 0030/1. (N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1430/26).

S.C.23. HAVORN returned, lost convoy. (N.C.S.O. 
Halifax 1226/26).

H.X.109 6 hours late at new R.V. (AUSONIA, 0430/26,
C.in C. W.a . 1401/26 to CLARKIA, MALLOW).

S.C.22 U. Escort ANTELOPE, arrived (exception).
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1450/26) SHEAF MOUNT to 
proceed Clyde. (N.C.S.O. Aultbea 1649/26).

/ H.X. 112. ...
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112. C.in G. H.F• 1436/25. Request you Inform 
G.S.l of names of A.M.C's detailed. 
(D.O.D.(H) 2009/26 to R.A.3.).

»

Military Convoys.
ALCANTARA My 1402/18. ALCANTARA is not now required 

to be ready to sail from Clyde until 
4th March. (D.O.D.H. 1220/26).

ROYAL ROYAL ULSTERMAN (16 kn.) with 185 troops
ULSTERMAN. will be ready to leave Liverpool on 

28th February.
2. C.in C. Western Approaches is requested 
to sail this ship in 0.E.292, with 
Instructions to leave convoy and proceed 
independently to Reykjavik when escort 
parts company.
3. After disembarkation ship should be 
sailed unescorted for Liverpool, but not 
more than 100 personnel should embark for 
return passage. (D.O.D. H. 1236/26).

H.X.112. C.in 0. Home Fleet's 1436/25, paragraph 3. 
Request you will inform C.S. l of names of 
A.M.C's detailed. (D.O.D. H. 2009/26).
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CASUALTIES AMD DEFECTS.

Reports small fire In stowage for cotton 
waste in tiller flat. Slight damage to 
internal D.G. Coil and possible damage by- 
water to steering motor. Reference
C. A.F.O. 1419/40 sabotage possible but not 
considered likely. Further report will 
be made as to possible effect of damage
on completion date.
(F.O.I.C. Southampton 0138/26).
My 0138/26. Following received from D.4 
begins Your 0138/26 damage to internal
D. G. coil repaired. Steering motors 
tested and correct. Ho other damage 
Completion date not affected. 1423/26 ends. 
(F.O.I.C. Southampton 1522/26).

Have been in collision with steamship 
WESTWOOD. Sustained damage at number 17 
station starboard hand (side), from 
forecastle deck to 8 feet above water line.
(VORTIGERN 0331/26).

My 2300/25. ACHATES not located.
Searches have been carried out without result. 
Owing to deterioration in weather, am having 
to withdraw patrols.
(N.A.S. Stornoway 1227/26).

AUSONIA's 2235/23. Cause of defect in 
steering gear is excessive vibration of 
rudder post due to defective pintles of 
rudder. AUS0KIA proposes carrying out 
Northern patrol after which considers dry 
docking advisable as soon as possible. 
(F.0. Iceland 1630/26).

(British, 4260 tons) Master and total crew 
39 in number of S.S. WAYNEGATE saved and 
now on board. (LEOPARD 1831/26).

Delayed at Linford Haven with dynamo 
defects which will take about nine hours 
to repair. (C.O.I.C. Milford Haven 2017/26).

(British, 5159 tons). In 62° 5* H. 1 9° 50»w. 
Down badly by head. Want assistance.
Ship stand by. (Valentia 2200/26).



MOST SECRET. 894

War D ia r y .

RENOWN

F ren ch
U n its .

VULCAN

TUNA
Pandora

FURY
FEARLESS
JONQUIL
GERANIUM
MIRROR
ERIN
FIREDRAKE
HAARLEM

BELGIQUE

F ren ch  
Unit s •

2 6 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
W ednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North A t l a n t i c .

My 1 2 2 9 /2 1 .  A n t i c i p a t e d  RENOWN re a d y  f o r  
sea  P .M . /3 /3 .
(S .O .  F o r c e  H . ,  0 9 4 3 /2 6 ,  t o  A d m ty . ) .

One F ren ch  w a rs h ip  e s c o r t i n g  one m erchant 
s h ip  p .  c .  and s .  0 38° 4 5 '  N. 0 0 9 °  45* W. 
2 0 0 °  10 k n o ts  a t  0 0 2 5 /2 6 .
(F .O .C .N .A .  0 9 5 2 /2 6  t o  PANDORA).

A r r iv e d  a t  Ponta D elgada  0930 G .M .T . /2 6 .  
R e p o r ts  u n a b le  d e co d e  m essage t im ed  1 6 5 9 /2 5 .  
(From F .O .C .N .A .  r e  S .S .  MAGALLANES)
S a i l i n g  1900 G .M .T . /2 6  (N .C .S .O .  Ponta 
D elgada  1121/26).

(W.R. Note -  F .O .C .N .A .  has been  r e q u e s t e d  
t o  take  a c t i o n . ) .

At 0 8 0 0 /2 7  (a )  TUNA w it h  H .G . 5 4 (>(b )  PANDORA 
p r o c e e d in g  on s u r fa c e  E .T .A .  340 Cape S p a r t e l  
12 a t  0 8 0 0 /2 7  th e n ce  t o  G i b r a l t a r .
(F .O .C .N .A .  1 1 3 4 /2 6 ) .

F o l lo w in g  movements may a f f e c t  y o u .
FURY,FEARLESS, E .T .A .  G ib r a l t a r  0 8 00 /27  from  
W estw ard.
JONQUIL and GERANIUM E .T .A .  p .m . /2 7  from  
w es tw a rd s .
C able s h ip  MIRROR e s c o r t e d  by ERIN w ork in g  in  
p o s i t i o n  036 0 02 * N. 0 0 5 °  40* W.S—  Se]i
FIREDRAKE and HAARLEM on p a t r o l  i n  W estern  and 
c e n t r a l  s t r a i t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
You may s ig h t  f l y i n g  b o a t  on p a t r o l .
(C a p t .  S . 8 .  1 1 3 6 /2 6  t o  PANDORA).

Your 1 9 5 1 /1 5  ( D is p o s a l  o f  crew  and c a r g o  o f  
B e lg ia n  s . s .  BELGIQUE) and my 1 2 0 0 /1 9 ,  r e q u e s t  
e a r l y  d e c i s i o n  be g iv e n  so  as  t o  a v o id  
im m o b i l i s in g  ton n age  lo n g e r  than n e c e s s a r y .  
(F .O .C .N .A . ,  1 2 1 5 /2 6 ,  t o  A d m t y . ) .

1 1 4 0 /2 6  2 7 0 °  C asab lanca  4 m i le s  1 F ren ch  
d e s t r o y e r  2 subm arines s t e e r i n g  2 5 9 ° .  
(F .O .C .N .A .  1 2 5 1 /2 6 ,  t o  N .A . S t n . ) .

/  W estern  P a t r o l • • • •
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North Atlantic. (Contd.).

Western
Patrol.

Admty. 1823/21 and V.A.N.P. 2250/25.
My Interpretation of Adty. 1523/21 Is that 
V.A.N.P. in co-ordination with Admiralty 
will (? word omitted) (?proposed) patrol 
areas for ships of Western Patrol, but it 
is open to me to alter these patrols or 
operate these ships as necessary should 
I think fit.
Admiralty and V.A.N.P. would be informed 
of any such alterations. (F.O.C.N.A. 
1252/26 to Admty.).

Rputeirjg 
of S/M * s .

S.O. Force H 1831/29/12 and My 1020/33/12. 
To facilitate routeing of submarines clear 
of surface forces operating in Western 
Mediterranean, particularly when Force H 
Is engaged, propose F.O.C.N.A. should be 
responsible for: (a) Routeing of
submarines when west of 8° E.
(b) Pa ssing information of own and enemy 
movements to submarines when west of 8° E.
(c) Informing surface ships and aircraft 
of movements of submarines in this area, 
and (d) Institution of Sanctuary when 
necessary. (F.O.C.N.A., 1314/26 to 
C.in C. Med.).

ARK ROYAL. Your 1738/18. (Reply).
bombs. (V.A. (H) 1525/26, to Admty.).

Enemy
Shipping,

Reported that German ship PLUS and Italian 
ships CLIZIA and CAPO LENA left Bilbao 
24/2 destination unknown.
(D.D.I.C. 1617/26 to F.O.C.N.A., F.O.C.N.P 
etc.).

HY D R O M A  Your 1925/25^, (?1920/25) HYDROUSA being
A GIOS SPYRIDON scraped. AGIOS SFYRIDON will be scraped,

both will beA sailed in an H.G. convoy if 
KALLIOPI their speed permits. EiSo at Gibraltar
AGIOS 5LASKF0S Greek KALLIOPI speed bare 7 knots.

* AGIOS VIASIOA

/  Cargo iron ore • •
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North A t la n t i c .  (Contd.)

HYDROI&A
AGIOS SPYRIDON — rr~—
KALLIOPI 

*AGIOS BLASKFOS 
(Gontd .)

* A G I O S  V L A S lO S ( i / s a 9 > « )
t-UjA's

Cargo iron  ore ex S .L .S .64 doing t r i a l  
a.m./27 and Greek*AGIOS BLASKFOS speed 
5^ knots cargo Manganesite s t ra g g le r  
from S.L .S .65  speed g iven  at Freetown 
as 7 knots. This sh ip a r r iv e d  G ib ra lta r  
instead o f  proceeding as d ir e c te d  in  
case o f separa tion . A l l  men above ship 
re fuse to  s a i l  U.K. unless in  convoy. 
(V .A .C .N .A . 1626/26).

A ir  Report. D a ily  Summary Operations. 
Area covered 2° W. to  9° W. 
(200 Group, 1700/26).

ASAKA MASS A rr iv ed  from Lisbon (B ilb a o , 1845/26).

H.G.55.
bunkers.

V

^our 1600/24 to  N.C.S.O. Lisbon.
(Ships f o r  H.G.55 to  be bunkered at 
L is b o n ) . This arrangement should not 
be continued longer than necessary owing 
to  doubtfu l q u a l i ty  o f  coa l a va i la b le  at 
L isbon. (D .T.D . 1950/26 to  F .O .C .N .A . ) .

CAVINA Inform F .O .C .N .P .,  Largs, that CAVINA 
a r r iv e d  bunkered and s a i le d  2330 G.M.T/26 
(V . Consul, Horta, 2150/26 to  Adm ty.).

Cable Ship. Capt. (S ) 8 1136/26 (Re movements o f 
H.M. S h ips ). MIRROR escorted  by ERIN 
now working in  p o s it io n  036° 06* 30" N. 
006° 08* 30" W. (F .O .C .N.A. 22 02/26, to  

'PANDORA) .



897

War Diary.

CUMBERLAND

W.S.5.
[ m-I

SCYTHIA
(W.S.S.)

DUNEDIN

CORNWALL

IDOMENEUS

CHATEAUROUX

MOST SECRET.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic.

E.T.A.Port Stanley in CUMBERLAND 28/2. 
Requirements.
(R.A.S.A.D., 0009Z/26, to N.O.I.C. 
Falklands).

Particulars of fresh water endurance 
of vessels included in Convoy W.S.6. 
(D.S.T. 0157/26 to C.in C. S.A., E.I., 
etc.).
My 0157/26 Part 2, Fuel.
(D.S.T. 0158/26).
Admty. 1339/23. Estimated fuel and 
water requirements in tons of troop 
transports of Convoy W.S.6 at Freetown. 
(D.S.T., 0201/26, to C.in C. S.A., E.I., 
etc.).

/ / V -  ?■  ■ * '* *

Admty. 1339/23 para. 1. Numbers embarked 
in SCYTHIA should read as follows.
(D. of S.T. °203/23 para. 1. Numbers 
embarked in SCYTHIA should read as 
follows:- (D. of S.T. O2O3/26 to C.in C. 
E.I.).

Your 2212/25 (DUNEDIN remaining in 
South Atlantic Command) and F.O.I.C. 
Greenock's 1515/25. Request stores may 
be shipped to Freetown.
(DUNEDIN, 0815/26, to Admty.).

Your 1231 N/25 (Programme of CORNWALL 
in relation to search for German raider 
and subsequent R.V. with W.S.6.) 
approved. (D.O.D.(F) 1049/26, to C.in C.
S.A. ) . .—  £•—»—yi. A ,

Overdue shipping IDOMENEUS due Capetown 
23/2 from U.K. not arrived.
(S.O.I., Capetown, 1140/26 to Admty. 
etc.).

Your 1122/22 (Conditioning CHATEAUROUX 
to make convoy speed) Approved. 
(D.T.D. 1237/26 to N.C.S.O. Freetown).

/ Africa Shipping • • • •
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South Atlantic. (Contd.)

t

Africa Your 1823/13. Importance of shipping
Shipping. facilities between W. and S. Africa

appreciated and Ministry of Shipping doing 
all in their power to meet situation short 
of allocating an ocean carrier for this 
purpose, which must be ruled out in 
present shipping situation. Arrangements, 
(D.T.D. 1239/26, to C.in C. S.A.).

THORSHAMMER On board THORSHAMMER Oil Fuel 3600 tons 
whale oil 38000 barrels including sperm. 
(N.O.I.C. Falkland Is. 1432Z/26).

SHETLAND My 1945/16. Intend to sail SHETLAND to
Bathurst l/3 with 200 tons military stores 
urgently required, SHETLAND to bring to 
Freetown 150 native volunteers from Senegal 
for Free French Forces. Anticipated date 
of return 9/3.
(C.in C. S.A., 1717/26, toAdmty.).

CORNWALL
W.S.6.

My 1231/25. CORNWALL is to leave Simonstown 
a.m./28 and proceed to Area L 36 B, 
carry out search in L. 36 B, L 36 A and
K 36 until necessary to leave and proceed 
to St. Helena to fuel and from thence on 
8/3 to rendezvous with Convoy W.S.6.
(C.in C. S.A., 2017N/26, to N.O.I.C. 
Slmonatown).
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Kastelorlzo
Captured.
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Enemy
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Enemy
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Tripoli
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engaging 
unseen a/c*s.

S/M
movements.
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Mediterranean.

Kastelorizo Island was attacked and occupied 
at dawn today Tuesday (25/2) Details not 
yet known. LADYBIRD entered harbour but as 
a result of air attacks has withdrawn and is 
now on passage to Cyprus. In view of air 
activity relief of attacking troops by 
permanent (?garrison) may have to be 
delayed until this can be done by night. 
Desirable so far as possible to curtail 
press (and) B.B.C. speculation on possible 
significance of occupation.in order to avoid 
drawing attention to future operations.
(C.in C. Med., 0002/26, to Admty.).
From D/F bearings there Is considerable 
activity in sector W. and N.W. Malta. 
(C.O.I.S. Alexandria, 0130/26).

Convoy for Libya reported left Salerno 
P.M./25.
(Comdr. S.l, 1006/26, to S/M's on Patrol).

Operational summary No. 261 up to 1200 hrs. 
26/2/1941 night 24/25 Feb.
4 Wellingtons operating from Benina dropped 
10,000 lbs of bombs on Tripoli Harbour 
hitting Spanish Mole and starting 1 fire 
near main quays. Fires from large 
warehouse and ship started by Malta 
Wellingtons visible for \ hour before 
aircraft reached target.
(H.Q. R.A.F., M.E., 1146/26).

Adty. Messages 762 A of 10/2 and 1855/20. 
Proposed amendments to rule H.M. Ships 
engaging unseen H.M. Ships engaging unseen 
aircraft are not considered suited to 
conditions in Eastern Mediterranean.
My 1334/22 refers. Further signal will be 
made after discussion with H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 
(C.in C. Med. 1212/26).

From l/3 Capt. (S) 1 to be responsible for 
informing Med. Fleet and R.A.F. authorities 
of movements of our submarines. (C.in C. 
Med. 1218/26).

/ TERROR (sunk 24/2) • • •
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Mediterranean. (Contd.)

My 1056/24. Confirmed no officers or men 
in TERROR were killed or wounded.
(C.in C. Med., 1450/26, to Admty.).

Admty. 2021/18 to N.O. i/c Durban.
Request Confirmation that only recondition' 
ing and degaussing is to be undertaken at 
Durban and that complete conversion for LL 
sweep will take place at Alexandria. 
Question of manning is being investigated. 
(N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1632/26 to Admty.).

0830 - 1135 Photo R.C. Tripoli Harbour 
Mellaha and Gulf of Gabez. No signs of 
any ships near Harbour entrance which might 
have suffered damage from “Cucumber s‘i 
Gulf of Gabez no shipping.
Enemy air activity.
1145 large scale attack on Luqa Aerodrome 
by 30 JU.87s, 12 JU.88s escorted by 20 to 
30 mixed fighters. 10 DO.215s and 
1 HE.Ills came in at end of attack but 
dropped no bombs. 8 Hurricanes up.
Enemy losses by fighers, 2 JU.87s confirmed 
7 others probable but not yet confirmed.
By A.A. 5 JU.87s confirmed with 4 others 
probable. 3 of our fighters are missing. 
Damage Luqa Aerodrome. (details).
(H.Q. R.A.F., Med., 1840/26).

PARTHIAN arrives Alexandria Sanctuary 
0700/27 from northward. RORQUAL leaves 
Alexandria 1800/26 northward through 032° 
00' N. 028° 30' E. and 034° 00' N. 028°
00' E., T.0.0. 1800/26.
(C.in C. Med., 1926/26, to Med. Fleet).

Proceed with all despatch to 033° 20'*.011° 
Sd'.'sto intercept convoy of 5 ships escorted 
by 3 destroyers reported off Kelibia at 
1630/26, course 180°. If not sighted by 
1600/27 return to Malta as previously 
routed. (Comdr. S.l, 2315/26, to REGENT).
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East Indies.
Your 1136Z/25 (Account of operation by 
LEANDER) Yes please. (N.Z.N.B., 0126/26 
to C. in 0. E.l).

Denarture HECTOR with U.S.9. 
(S.O.(I) Bombay 0U56Z/26).

she left Colombo 5/2 and U.S. Consul 
witnessed her departure.
(C. in C. E.l. 0512Z/26 to Admty). ^

c< r*v«A - — ■a**' d i .  C^CT\_r o t / o  j " J j 3 j ¥-1 .

Island ready for use p.m./25 one nine foot 
Barr and Stroud range finder in good 
condition from Mtanga is now being mounted 
Kis^mayu Island and one further serviceable 
gun could also be moved from Mtanga. All 
other guns capable of being made serviceable 
in 1+ to 6 weeks. Sufficient personnel 
to man one gun, more being asked for from 
South Africa.
Ample ammunition for all guns. Range 
table found. 5" A.A. guns can be used 
against surface craft up to 9,000 yards, 
max. range of coast defence guns is 
20,000 yards P.W.S.S. established and 
temporary system of recognition introduced. 
(C. in C. E.l. 052U/26).

no A.A. Fire was encountered. This is 
unprecedented. (C. in C. E.l. 0526Z/26).

CANADIAN CRUISER 
use of U.S.A. 
markings 
denied.

Ref. German claim (published in -oa-oers 
25/2 in Ceylon) that CANADIAN CRUISER was 
flying U.S. flag and carrying U.S. markings. 
Ship had British flag and markings when

State of 
Kismayu.

My 071+6/22. One coast defence 1+.8 and 
three 5*' A.A. guns repaired Kis^mayu

Massawa. During air reconnaisance Massawa on 21+/2

SOMERSETSHIRE. (Hospital Ship) left Capetown 
Suez direct at 12 knots, due 1J 
(C. in C. E.l. 0650Z/26).

/DELHI
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AUSTRALIA.
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Captured 
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies, (contd);
C. in C. S.A. 1114.1/ 21+. Request DELHI 
"be routed to pass West of Reunion so as 
to increase possibility of intercepting 
French shipping on passage.
(C. in C. E.I. 0922/26 to N.O.I.C.Simonstown)

My 01+52/25. (area of search for which 
AUSTRALIA was detailed) If no further 
developments, AUSTRALIA at 11+30Z/26 is 
to sweep 18 knots towards Colombo.
(C. in C. E.I., 075UZ/26 to Force V).

As result of capture of Mogadishu.
(C. in C. E.I. 0720Z/26) See Operations 
Volume. ity ty . ft-

Employment in East Indies. See Australia.

On completion fuelling Seychelles, EMERALD 
and HERMES in company are to proceed 15 
knots through one and half degrees channel 
to Colombo. Time of departure from vicinity 
Denis Island to be reported from Port 
Victoria. EMERALD and HERMES will be known 
as Force T. SHROPSHIRE is to proceed 18 
knots East of Madagascar to Durban and 
after fuelling and embarking ratings proceed 
Simonstown for refit. DORSETSHIRE on 
being relieved by GLASGOW is to proceed 
Mombasa arriving l/5- (0. in C. E.I.
1108Z/26 to Force V).

My 0751+/26. AUSTRALIA is to proceed 
through 000° 1+0*S. 068° ^0' and one and 
half channels so as to be in support of 

\ EMERALD and HERMES on passage.
(C. in C. E.I. lll+l+Z/26 co Force V)

Re collecting crews etc. (C. in C. E.I. 
111+3/26).

/Brava
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East Indies, (contd).

Reference to fall of Mogadiscio. Operations 
now proceeding on Bardera. 200 allied 
seaman recovered at Merka. Conditions at 
Brava: Pier dynamited for i+0 feet at
inshore end otherwise intact and "being 
examined with a view to repair. One 3~ton 
and one 2-ton crane with petrol engines 
working, also electric light and water 
system. No lighters available but one 
large cargo boat on beach condition good. 
Impossible to discharge on beach owing 
to surf. Lighthouse in working order.
(C. in 0. 3.1., 1202Z/26 to Admty).

26/2 arrival OI4I4.5 Z ,departure 1530Z 
ANTENOR for Karachi, departure 1550Z 
AUCKLAND and PARRAMATTA for W.S.5B.
(N.O.I.C. Aden 1550Z/26 to Admty etc).

" C U-8.U VH t«.*!*'Reference five 'HaFgflMBga c p l a n t e d  at 
Mogadishu. Is magnetic spar sweep effective 
against them? This is only antidote 
available from Mombasa and use of anchorage 
is urgently required for army supplies.
If magnetic spar sweep is not fully effective 
request I may use two LL craft of No. 108 
group due Aden 27/2. Alternatively can 
any Wellesley aircraft be spared from 
canal area?. (C. in C. E.I. 17214-2/26 to 
Admty C. in C. Med).

Your 0555/23* As C. in C. China has 
agreed in his 0501/23 that AQUITANIA 
can be accepted for drydocking at Singapore 
request vessel may be instructed accordingly. 
Question of 1200 Indian troops for U.K. 
is being dealt with separately.
(D. of S.T. 1958/26 to P.S.T.0. India)
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F O R E I G N  STATIONS. 1
China. 1

ARCHANGELOS. Overdue G reek Stea m e r  A R C H A N G E L O S  Y o k o h a m a  1 
f o r  S i ngapore due 21/2. 1 
(N.C.S.O. S i ngapore 0337 / 2 6  to A d m t y ) .

Johore
Area.

Johore Strait spoil gro u n d  area established. 
P o s i t i o n  Siniop Be a c o n  1° 28' N. 103° 51' E. 
approx, (l) b uoys e s t a b l i s h e d  p o s i t i o n  
163° 6.9 cables and I5 6 0 10.9 cables f r o m  
the above light beacon, d e s c r i p t i o n  can 
buoys. P a i n t e d  y e l l o w  these b u o y s  m a r k  
the n o r thern limits of the spoil gr o u n d  
area.
(R.A. M a l a y a  0 9 1 0 Z / 2 6  to C h i n a  Station).

D u t c h
Tankers.

T here are a nu m b e r  of D u t c h  Tankers in 
N.E.I. opera t e d  b y  local a uthorities and 
over w h i c h  D u t c h  au t h o r i t i e s  in L o n d o n  
have no control. P r e s u m e d  y o u  will concert 
w i t h  D u t c h  C. in C. action to b e  taken 
for the safety of these ships in the event 
of trouble wit h  Japan.
(D.T.D. 1949/26 to C. in C. China).

A m e r i c a  &  West Indies.

h •
L E T IA .----- *— Re Salvage (R.A. 3 1101/26).

WORCESTERSHIRE. Y o u r  1232/23 route c o n s i d e r e d  practicable 
but ship sh o u l d  pass s o u t h  of 045° N. 053° W. 
(C.O.A.C. H a l i f a x  1130/26).

RANPURA. 
H.X. 112.

I n t e n d  s a i l i n g  R A N P U R A  as ocean escort 
to H.X. 112. R A N P U R A  has b e e n  o r d e r e d  to 
leave c o n v o y  in (? 2 5 ) W est and p r o c e e d  
H v a l f  j o r d »  r e p o r t i n g  E.T.A. w hen well 
c lear of convoy. In vie w  of A d t y  2204/24 
R A N P U R A  is u n l i k e l y  to arrive Iceland 
b e f o r e  (date).
(F.O.C.3.B.S. 1131/26).

LUNULA.
DRAMATIST.

M i n i s t r y  of S h i p p i n g  0 9 2 0 / 3 0 / l  and 1725/3/2 
B r i t i s h  Ships LUNULA, D R A M A T I S T  not arrived. 
(S.0.1. Jamaica 1217/26 to A d m t y  C. in C. 
A.W.I).

/ C o n t r a b a n d .............
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

26.2.19U1.Y/ednesday.

America & West Indies.(contd).
Your 1012/25/1 referred by M.E.W. to 
Ambassador Washington 2/2 and Consul 
General, New York, has investigated. Line 
has again instructed their officers to 
give every assistance during examination 
of ships at Bermuda. Lesson proposed 
in your final paragraph not concurred in 
by Admiralty, who hope you will have no 
further cause for complaint. M.E.W. 
unable to alter decision regarding holdback 
guarantees. (D.E.W.D. 1331/26 to C. in C. 
A.W.I).

ATHELREGENT due 21+/2 is to take cargo 
from ATHELQUEEN and return to U.K. Ship 
should be recalled if sailed.
(D.T.D. 19M+/26 to C.O.A.C. Halifax).

Ambassador Washington telegram 2+55 • 29/1 
to F.O. PRINCE HENRY passed through 
Panama Canal 26/2 and submitted to U.S. 
Armed Guard being placed on board. C.O. 
agreed to procedure "without prejudice 
to future instructions or actions in the 
matter which may be issued or taken by 
my Government". Letter to this effect 
addressed General Commanding was handed 
to U.S. Boarding Officer. This action 
was in general agreement with my verbal 
instructions before sailing from Bermuda. 
Minister Panama has suggested withdrawal 
of letter which I consider should not be 
done. Request guidance.
(C. in C. A.W.I. 2314.1/2 6 to Admty) Reply: 
1953/27.
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War Diary.

A.M.C's.

CANBERRA.
SYDNEY.
HOBART.

AORANGI.
AWATEA.
escort.

MOST SECRET.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

26.2.1941.Wednesday.

Australia.
My 1216Z/21. Anticipate next two A.M.C's 
will sail from Australia early in June.
Owing to endurance of these vessels route 
through l£° channel is not suitable but 
would be acceptable if tanker could be 
made available en route. Propose A.C.N.B. 
sail these ships for Colombo when ready 
and you arrange onward passage. Recommended 
that most suitable speed for these ships 
is 11 knots. (A.C.N.B. 0539Z/26 to C. in C. 
E.I).

In view of oresence of oocket Battleship 
in Indian Ocean CANBERRA,SYDNEY, and HOBART, 
will be placed under your orders until 
required for escorting of U.S.10 unless 
strategic situation materially alters. 
SYDNEY and HOBART will be at your disposal 
after arrival Fremantle on Tuesday U/3* 
(A.C.N.B. 0737/26 to C. in C. E.I;.

New Zealand.
Navy Office Wellington's 0702Z/25. To 
confirm para. U of Admty. 1737/21. Suggestiot 
is that one Canadian A.M.C. should be 
based on Suva, observing that N.S.H.Q.
Ottawa has already agreed in principle 
to employment of Canadian A.M.Cs as escort 
for AORANGI and AWATEA.
(D.O.D.(F) 1732/26 to Navy Office, Wellington;
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PLUS. 
OLIZIA. 
OAPO LENA.

LUSEL, 
LEEStE Su

COURONNE.

MARGH3RA.
OARSO.
(a'/- K,

OLIZIA. 
CAPO LENA.

>vr

26.2.1941.Wednesday.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
\

PLUS, GLIZIA, CAPO LENA left Bilbao 24/2 
destination not known. (Bilbao, 1845/26)

Arrived from Vigo German ship said to be 
LUSEL 25/2. (Bilbao, 1958/26).

FRENCH MERCHANT SHIPS.

Arrived from France. (Bilbao, 1958/26).

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Your 1855/23 (G. in C. E.I. 0656/26 to Admty) 
Yes. Enquiries being made to obtain 
services of Salvage Firm from South Africa 
or failing that of a Salvage Tug and Drivers 
from same source. PROTECTOR may be available 
shortly. (C. in C. E.I. 0656/26 to Admty).

See German Merchant Ships.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

Shl-ps Attacked
PIALA.
(torpedoed 25/2)

British tanker 8106 tons. In Convoy O.B 
290. Following has been read. SSSS de
GPK. DIALA torpedoed 55.50 N, 11+.00 W.
0025. (Port Patrick Radio 001+8/26)
NOTE;- This information previously received 
by message timed 121+8/25.
Detach one corvette to stand by DIALA 
torpedoed in 055° 50’N. 011+° OO'W. at 0025/26 
Tug SUPERMAN is being sent escorted by 
trawler. Ship detached to report name when 
well clear of convoy.
(C. in C. W. A. 0232/26 to ENCHANTRESS). 
Proceed to position 090° 3 miles from 
Inishtrahall Light so as to R/V with MAN 
0 WAR at 1200 to-day proceeding thence 
in company to assist DIALA torpedoed in 
055° 50'N. 011+° OO’W. at 0025 .
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0250/26 to SUPERMAN). ' 
Sailed SUPERMAN to the assistance of DIALA. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0350/26 to Admty).

Have all survivors S.S. BORGLAND. Am 
standing by torpedoed ship proceeding North 
Channel. (PIMPERNEL 01+00/26 to C. in C.W.A).

061* N. 012° and 011+° W. (CLARKIA 0530/26 
to C. in C. W.A).

. ' 290J, Svrnk, survivors on board CAMPANULA.
on board, ordered to stand by and report 
to C. in 0. W.A. repeated WHITEHALL if 
salvageable. CAMPANULA escorting DIALA 
to Clyde. (CAMPANULA 0615/26 to C. in C.W.A). 
W.D. Note:- KASONGO was wrongly named 
in this signal as KATANGA. KASONGO sailed 
Belfast for O.B. 290 21+/2 - see N.C.S.O. 
Belfast, 1000/21+.

BORGLAND. Norwegian, 3636 tons. In Convoy O.B. 290

C i i n i N U i j r v / v i J  m

(torpedoed 21+/2).
Weather conditions improving request 
assistance of aircraft to locate damaged 
ship now estimated to be between 060° and

*  kt r>-| o° m l .  ° m  f nr a n  a r \ c T n  /o C.

KASONGO KASONGO (Belgian 5251+ tons, in Convoy O.B
DIALA PIMPERNEL with crew of abandoned BORGLAND

/G.C. BROVIG
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Q.C. BROVIG.
(torpedoed 21+/2)

60R(i LAN'S.

BRITISH GUNNER. 
(torpedoed 21+72

JONATHAN HOLT. 
— ^ MANSEPOOL.
— ~  BRITISH GUNNER.

MANSEPOOL.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

26.2.191+1.
Wednesday,

Ships Attacked, (contd).
When no longer required for.BROVIG proceed 
R.V. with PRUDENT and RESTIVE who are 
proceeding towards 061° 07’ N. 013° 10’W. 
Tugs position at 1000/26 059° 20’N. 007°
1+0’W. speed 10 knots. (0. in C. W.A. 0955/26 
to PETUNIA).
Your 0955/26. RESTIVE sailing.
(N.O.I.C. Stornoway 131+7/26 to G. in G.W.A). 
Abandoned BORGLAND 035° 53’N. 013° 33’W. 
sinking. All crew safe. Returning with 
95 survivors. (PIMPERNEL, 1800/26).
BORGLAND steering 080° 6 knots position 
055° 53’N. 11+° 0T W. escort. (PIMPERNEL 1530/26).

Your 1125/26. BRITISH GUNNER last reported 
in 61° 15’ N. 12° 20’ W. at 1700/21+.
PETUNIA has been ordered to R.V. with and 
esccort you. RESTIVE leaves Stornoway at 
11+00 today to join you. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 
1358/26 to PRUDENT).
G. in G. W.As’ 1230/26. PRUDENT is 
proceeding to 61° 15’ N. 12° 20’W. and 
expects to arrive there at 1900 to-day. 
RESTIVE and PETUNIA are to proceed to this 
position as soon as possible.
(P.O.I.G. Greenock 11+21/26 to PETUNIA, 
RESTIVE).

Following survivors landed Stornoway by 
PETUNIA from ships torpedoed in convoy O.B. 
289. One from JONATHAN HOLT. 22 from 
MANSEPOOL, 17 believed to be picked up by 
another ship, 2 killed. 1+1+ from BRITISH 
GUNNER, 3 killed. 1+ survivors being 
detained in hospital.
(N.O.I.C. Stornoway 1613/26 to Admty).

NORTHERN SPRAY, SALVONIA,and SEAMAN are 
to proceed in company as soon as possible 
to assistance of MANSEPOOL last renorted 
in 61° 02’N. 12° 05’ W. at 1700/21+/
(P.O.I.G. Greenock 1658/26 to NORTHERN SPRAY, 
SALVONIA, SEAMAN) W.D. Note:- This wa3 
cancelled by 0005/27,
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Submarines Reported.
Hebrides. Between 2326/25 and 0121/26, six messages
Iceland, have been transmitted by German U-Boats.

No definite D/F fixes obtainable but 
probable that one or more U-Boats were 

. reporting positions of ships between Hebrides 
and Iceland. Possible that T.0.9 has 
not yet been reported. (D.D.I.C. 0208/26).

0125. Message AF. Position 55° 50’ N: 14° W. at 
&>C.t HuU.n. Sh,f* 0025/26 G.M.T. (D.D.I.C. 0221/26 toG.B.M.S. Area l).

23/2. Following from Navy Dept. U.S. ship
COAMO reports being challenged by radio 
by unidentified submarine 0408 zone four 
plus 23/2 in position 68° 30’ W. 24° 4 ’N. 
Submarine refused to identify headed west 
and submerged. Ship will be interrogated 
further. Submarine was not American. 
(N.A. Washington 1555/26 to Admty).

1118. D/F Bearings at 1118/26 indicate possibility
of U-Boat in 52° N. 6° 50* W. Bearings unreliable. (D.D.I.C. 1602/26).
D/F report of U-Boat in 52° 00’ N. 06° 50’ W. 
at 1115/26, position approx. Aircraft 
searching. Send one trawler to patrol 
Eastern End of Q.Z.-F. 18 to keep U-Boat 
down. (C. in C. Plymouth 1646/26 to F.0.I.C, 
Milford Haven).
D/F Bearings at 1118/26 indicate possibility 
of U/B in 052° N. 006° 50' W. Bearings unreliable.
(C. in C. Plymouth 2218/26 to French Sloop 
Minesweeper LA MOQUEfiSG, Netherlands S/M's 
02 1,  0 2 3 . ) .

/Estimated
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Estimated
Dispositions,

Submarines Reported.(contd).
German
One '65'0 30’ N 6 1° 30 ’N. 11° W. — 11+° w
One 60° N. — 6 1° 30’ N. 19‘* w. - 2 1 ° w.
One 60 miles of 60° N. 25° w.
2 58° N. - 60 0 N . 190 W • 22° W.>

Possibly 1 56 ° — 57° N. 1 9<* W. - 20° w.
One 1+0 miles of 59° N. 1 6 ° W.
One 39° N. - 6 0° N. 1 1 ° w. - 13° w.
One jO miles of 58° N. 1 2 ° 3 0 ’W.
Possibly one _>0 miles of Butt of Lewis.
One about 55° N. 16° W. with O.B. 290.
One 51+° N. - 55° 30’ N. 20° W. - 22° W.
One 53° N. - 51+° N. 19° W. - 21° W.
One 60 miles of 48° N. 7° 30’ W. may be 
patrolling.
Italian.
One 1+0 miles of 55° 20’ N. 21° 30’ W.
2 or ; more in N.W. Aporoaches.
One about *4.6° 30’ N. 6 ° W. en route Bordeaux. 
(D.D.I.C. 1256/26).
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27.2.1941.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

M.T.B’s and M.L's of Nore Command 
patrolled last night off the East Coast 
with the object of counter attacking 
E/Boats.

Two military personnel with M.G.Equipment 
are to ire allocated to all British vessels 
sailing independently or in O.B.Convoys, 
as in the case of vessels on the East Coa

S«S. BALTISTAN dispersed from convoy 
O.B.290 was torpedoed early this 
morning in 51° 52’N . , lfl® 55'W*

The Admiralty have concurred in principle 
with the suggestion of C.in C. H.P. 
that submarine reports shall be made in 
plain language.

British Air Activity.

27 Coastal Command aircraft bombed 
Havre today.
Very bad Y/eather caused flying to be 
severely restricted today, and all 
"Strikes" for tonight y/ere cancelled.



WAR DIARY.

Attack on̂
Convoy
F.S.'SL*

yio i~l 2,9 14-1

Operation
J.L.

MOST SECRET.

913

27,2,1941.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Enemy Air Activity.

S.S. ANCHISES sailing independently, was "bombed and damaged this morning 
about 175 miles West of Bloody Foreland 
and y/as later abandoned.

S.S. OLD CHARLTON in Convoy F.S.^21 was 
bombed and sunk and S.S. BIACKTOFT was 
bombed and damaged this afternoon off 
Harwich. S.S. GALLOIS and DASHWOOD in 
the same convoy v/ere slightly damaged y/hen the convoy y/as attacked this 
morning.

A/S Trawlers were unsuccessfully attacked 
by an aircraft off Plymouth this 
afternoon.

A Heinkel bombed Yarmouth this morning 
and is believed to have been shot down 
by trawlers.

Mining,

D. 20 in INTREPID with IMPULSIVE and 
ICARUS escorted by 2 destroyers last night carried out a minelaying operation 
in the Channel. Blenheim aircraft carried out a diversion by bombing 
Havre, to cover the operation.
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Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT. 
Mining. (Contd.)

5.5. CAPE CLEAR in Convoy H.X.l 08 was 
damaged by a mine this morning off 
great Orme's Head and was towed into 
the Mersey.
5.5. MANCHESTER EXPORTER was mined 
about an hour later near the same 
position and entered the Mersey under 
her own power.

.to .HOST REMILLO was mined and sunk in the 
Humber early this morning.

Mines were detonated today in the Thames 
Estuary, off the Mumbles, Falmouth, 
Milford Haven, Plymouth and the Humber.

Mediterranean.

FERMOY was bombed off the Grand Harbour 
Malta this afternoon, but v/as not 
damaged.

Four mines exploded at Malta today; a 
local diesel engined boat was blown up.

9 Blenheims escorted by 9 Hurricanes 
attacked Valona aerodrome today and 
report 9 enemy aircraft destroyed.
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RAMEsfe

Search
for
RaTder.

SITUATION REPORT.

East Indies.

Italian S.S. R A M M  engaged LEANDER 
when ordered to stop this morning 
and was sunk "by fire from LEANDER 
in position 1° O'N., 68° 30'E. (about 
250 miles W.S.W. of the Maidive Is.)
raider v/hich left Massawa
orders to proceed towards N.E.Ij her
intention was to attack trade while on
passage.

CORNWALL is to patrol in the Capetov/n 
area. DORSETSHIRE is to remain with 
GLASGOW and Force Z pending further 
orders. CANBERRA and LEANDER are to 
R/V and to remain in the central Indian 
Ocean area for the present.
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HOI,IE COMMANDS.

Policy.
ARROW is to be transferred to Home Fleet. 
(C. in C. W.A. 0918/27.)

Adty., 1956/26. WIVERN and VANSITTART 
are the only two V ’s here, and WIVERN, 
due for docking and boiler cleaning, is 
planned to dock today. If WIVERN is not 
docked now the docking programme already 
tight will become tighter still as these 
Frenchmen must be docked shortly. If 
a V Destroyer can be scraped up from some 
other source it will repay us well in the 
end. (C. in C. Portsmouth 1017/27 to 
Adty.)
Your 1017/27. Your desire to adhere 
to your refitting programme is fully 
appreciated, but regret that WIVERN must 
sail to escort REPULSE and convoy.
(A.C.N.S.(h ; 1205/ 27.)

381+. My llUo/22. I concur also with 
C. in C. Portsmouth’s 11+37/21+. (C. in C. 
Nore 1301/27.)
A.M. 70 A. Z. of 28/1/1+1. It is consid
ered that a further months trial of the 
northerly dividing line is desirable, 
particularly since the new W.A.Command has 
only recently come into operation.
(C. in C. H.F. 1921/27.)

Admiralty letter M.OW+6/1+0 of 29th March 
to be amended as follows
Instructions given in paragraph 3 under 
heading of ’’Destroyer Escort not present 
by day", to be amended to read "The action 
to be taken depends on the object ordered 
for the submarines. When present as a 
defence against surface raiders the sub
marine should not abandon the convoy for 
the uurpose of stalking the U - Boat. 
(A.C.N.S. (Tj 2030/27.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

aauia.1..
Defence of U.K.
At 1130/27- (D.C. 1207/27.)

Movements.
COREOPSIS. Sailed for Gibraltar to overtake

O.G. 5U, and to comply v/ith C. in C. 
W.A. 1346/20. (P.O.I.C. Greenock 
07^5/27.)

SHEFFIELD. My 2005/lU. .2. SHEFFIELD was ordered
DIDO. to break off (from Convoy S.L.6 5) in

latitude 50° IT. , or as near as fuel 
allowed and proceed to Gibraltar.
3 . Request you will sail one DIDO 
class cruiser at best possible speed 
to join SL 63 and provide A/A escort 
to Horth Channel. (1st. S.L. 09^+6/27*)
Admiralty's 09U6/27- (paragraph (iii). 
Proceed when ready to comply, at best 
speed consistent with weather conditions 
Route via Minch if practicable and 
thence direct. (C. in C. H.F. 1219/27 
to DIDO.)

REGISTAN You are requested to sail REGISTAW for
CORINTHIAN Q three and CORINTHIAN for 0. three

- P three when ready. (F.O.C.N.P. 
1010/27 to F.O.C.N.A.)

PEGASUS. PEGASUS is to act in accordance with
my 1815/20 as amended by my 1058/25* 
(C. in C. W.A. IIO7/ 2 7.)

FURIOUS. FURIOUS will not be required to sail
until 1+/3. Ship may be at extended 
notice until that date to enable her 
to complete any necessary repairs. 
(A.C.N.S. H. 1231/27.)

/0.23
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements Contd.
0.23. Amend E.T.A. 270° Longships 3 miles to 

OUOO/28. (0.23. 1358/27-)
E.T.A. Longships now 1100/28. (0.23 
2116/27.)

Northern
Patrol.

Trawler line to-night. i+ Trawlers. 
(A.C.O.S. 1536/27.;

S/M’s. Positions at 0800/28 and movements for 
following 2k hours. (P.O.S. 1726/27.)

A.M.C.’ s.
for
Iceland.

Your II1I4.8/I6. Request you will report 
sailing dates when known and also how 
many passengers could be taken on from 
Reykjavik to Halifax by the A.M.C. which 
will be relieved in each case.(D.O.D.H. 
1838/27 to P.O.C.N.P.)

AURORA. AURORA is to sail from Clyde A.M. 2nd 
March and proceed to Scapa. (C. in C. 
H.P. 19^1/27 to AURORA.)

Operations.
Operation
against
E-Boats.

Owing to weather Motor Launches have 
been ordered to proceed into Harwich. 
(C. in C. Nore 0111/27.)

MINORCA. 
(Torpedoed 
by E-Boat 
26/2. )

S.S. RUDMORE landed 4 survivors and 3 
dead from MINORCA at Hartlepool. Survivors 
state MINORCA torpedoed by E-boat at 
0220/26 when in P.N.17 off Sheringham 
Shoal. Names of survivors and dead.
10 survivors are at Howbeck Hospital, 
Hartlepool. (N.O.I.C. Hartlepool 1052/27*)
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British Air Activity.

Patrol' Stand" taken off at 0315 and 
patrol"Bert''0630. (C. in C. Rosyth 
0228/27.)

My 0228. Patrol £££&&£) cancelled owing 
to weather. (C. in C. Rosyth 0530/27.)

"7S wrf
My 0228. Patrol 3s£gf cancelled. (C. in 
C. Rosyth 061I4./27.)
No flying hy 18 Group A/C possible at 
present. (C. in C. Rosyth 0812/27.)

The following instructions for the 
flying of kites and balloons by H.M.Ships 
Merchant Ships, and Fishing Vessels are 
to be substituted for all previous 
instructions which are hereby cancelled.

These instructions are subject to any 
local restrictions that may be imposed 
by C. in C ’s abroad in their respective 
areas. (A.C.N.S(t) 1054/27.)

Enemy Air Activity.

(British, 10,000 Tons) Attacked in 55°
14’ N. 13° 17' W. (Valentia Radio 
0826/27.)

Require assistance. Hold flooded and 
preparing to abandon ship, position
55° 14’ N. 13° 17’ W. (ANCHISES 0930/27.)

From ANCHISES. Please send tugs at once. 
May be possible save ship. (Valentia 
Radio 0953/27.)

If in the vicinity proceed with SUPERMAN 
to assist. Report situation.,
(C. in C. W.A. 1045/27 to MAN 0$ WAR.)

Am proceeding to assist ANCHISES.
(ENCHANTRESS 1129/27.)

/s.o.s. • • • • • • • •
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Enemy Air Activity Contd.

A N C H I S E S  CO*b:
S.O.S. approx, position 55° 16' N. 13 
W. , drifting N.E. one knot. Assistance 
required urgent by ship sinking in 
very heavy weather. (ANCHISES 180A+/27) 
(C.G. Port Patrick Radio 1801+/27. )

My position 055° 3U’ N, 012° 1+3’ W., 
course 210 degs., search to Leeward of 
original position. Fruitless. (ENCHANTRESS 
Wind Direction W.210. 19U5/27*)
Force of Wind 7*

Position of ANCHISES at 1807, 55 ,16'
N, 13° W, drifting N.E. one knot.(F.O.I.C. 
Greenock 1955/27, to SUPERMAN.)

Convoy O.B. 290. 
(Bombed 25/2.; 
AMSTELLAND.
Ry Nb o h o l!,;- h i  
LEEDS CITY. 
BEURSPLEIN. 
LAHANADA. 
SWINBURNE.

Departure Greenock 27/2. NORTHERN SPRAY 
and SALV0NIA. Tug SEAMAN unable to 
proceed owing to weather. (N.O.I.C. 
Stornoway 0855/27*)

Have AMSTELLAND in tow. Ship will not 
steer. Heavy forward. Can be 
salved. Bulkhead five perforated.
Wind direction 21+0 force 5* (WESTON 
1000/27.)

My 0005/27- SALVONIA and NORTHERN SPRAY 
are to proceed in company to assist. 
RYDBOHOLM abandoned and salvageable in 
55° 1+8’ N. l k °  25’ W, at 1330/26. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1010/27.)

/Your 2202/26
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Enemy Air Activity.(Oontd).
Your 2202/26 and 0903/27. Convoy 
dispersed in 053° 55’N. 017° W. at 2000/26
WHITEHALL and WINCHELSEA trying to tow 
LEEDS CITY engine disabled in position 033° 
50*N. 017° 30' W. Wind Direction 21+0 Force 
5. (WHITEHALL 1016/27). ,

Tow parted. Starboard engine out of action. 
(WESTON 1035/27).

From ANCHISES. Please send tugs at once. 
May be possible save ship. (Valentia 
Radio 0953/27).

> VANQUISHER standing by AMSTE^L.LAND. WESTON 
returning with survivors. (WESTON 1120/27).

> Standing by AMSTELLAND position 053° 52’ N. 
016°26' W. BEURSPLEIN 13 miles 21+5° from 
her, abandoned but floating well, fire still 
smouldering, salvage possible, no visible 
damage to hull. MAHANADA 10 miles north 
of BEURSPLEIN still afloat but burning 
fiercely salvage unlikely. SWINBURNE 
presumably sunk. Am endeavouring to keep 
in touch with both. Following survivors 
on board, BEURSPLEIN 8, SWINHURNE 2+7, 
MAHANADA 58. (VANQUISHER 1345/27).

Convoy O.B. 290 was attacked at 1000/26 
by 1 F.W.C. A/c underCAgover of Hail Storm. 
SOLFERINO and MELMORE hit and abandoned 
Greek KYRIAKOULA abandoned apparently 
undamaged at 1845/26 O.B. 290 attacked 
from astern by formation of 1+ A/C F.W.C's 
and H.E. Ill's Part 2 follows.
(WESTON 12+00/27 Part 1, circulated as 
’WESTON 12+20/27).
My 1400 part 2. Aircraft avoided escort 
vessel when possible. Vessels hit SOVAC 
MAHANADA and BEURISPLEIN burning out.

) LLANWERN sunk.AMSTELLAND hit by 3 bombs 
number 1 and 3 hold flooded. Propeller 
out of water crew still on board will 
remain afloat part 3 and final following. 
(’WESTON 12+21/27).

/My
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HOMS COMMANDS.

27.2.192+1.
Thursday;

Enemy Air Activity. (Contd).

My 12+00 part 3 and final.

One P.W.C. hit "by WESTON's "barrage and 
later repeatedly hit "by 3. Jettisoned 
"bombs 1 mile from convoy, gained height, 
and then seen descending in distance. 
(WESTON 12+00/27).

One enemy aircraft shadowing 0_>0 distance 
? miles in 51° 37’ N. 1° 13' E. course 223, 
speed 7 knots. ("VANITY 1332/27).

£-*—«— Ivi vA Ji
(British 1109 Tons) At 1803/27 Departure 
Rescue Tug KENIA to assist S.S. BLACKTOPT. 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1813/27).

S.S. OLD CHARLTON reported sunk in about 
51° 57' N. 01° 2+0’ E.

Wreck probably dangerous to navigation. 
Request Q.Z.H. may be issued.
(C. in C. Nore 2205/27 and 2351/27).

WINCHELSEA has LEEDS CITY in tow. Position 
course and speed at 12+00/27 053° 2+2’ N, 017° 
30* W, 072+ deg. 3 to 2+ knots. Request tugs 
and escort may be sent as WHITEHALL will 
have to return to base for fuel p.m. 1st 
March at the latest. (WHITEHALL 1622+/27).

My 132+5/27. Weather deteriorating, water
gaining in AMSTELLAND, tugs urgently required. 
Crew still on board, Am standing by.. 
(VANQUISHER 1703/27).

Your 1622+/27. Act as escort to WINCHELSEA 
until Force returns for fuel.
(C. in C. W.A. 1913/27 to WHITEHALL).

Your 170V27. Regret no chance of tugs 
before noon tomorrow Friday.
(C. in C. W.A. 192+3/27 to VANQUISHER).

/Unknown
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Enemy Air Activity, (Contd).

attacked.^*- 2R. 13 37 TkaC.

AAAA from unknown ship attacked off Shipwash 
Dashwood by aircraft. (N. Foreland Radio 
1010/27).

VANITY.
(Convoy F.S*2l).

One Aeroplane, course 150, height 2000 feet, 
posn. 526 5 ’ N. 1° 51* E. (VANITY 1012/27).

My 1012. Machine gunning. (VANITY 101^/27).

misses North Pier extension. A to D - Nil. 
(N.O.I.C. Lowestoft 1128/27).

At 1605 single enemy A/C bombed South 
Lowestoft some civilian casualties. A to D. 
nil. (N.O.I.C. Lowestoft 1658/ 2 7).

Aircraft was fired at by Trawlers, left 
flying East with one engine stopped. M.L's 
entering harbour engaged and are sure that 
they hit. Last seen losing height and 
just above surface with tail well down 
and smoke from starboard engine. Consider 
certain casualty. Weather too rough to 
investigate. (F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 1250/27).

2000. Bomb exploded on striking water about 
1 mile 225 deg. from the end of Southend 
pier.
2010. Group of about 25 amber flares fell 
slowly in area approx, between Birchington 
and Herne Bay.
0605. Heavy explosion probably in sea 
to South West of Medway gate. No aircraft 
in vicinity. (S.O. T.L.D.F. 1505/27).

p

Lowestoft At 1105 Dornier dropped five bombs near

GALLOIS. 
(British, 2684

Tons)

6 miles South of Shipwash attacked by 
aircraft. (N. Foreland Radio 1150/27)

Yarmouth
bombed.

Heinkel III bombed Yarmouth at 1145. 
Paragraphs (A) (B) (C) (D) Nil.

Thames
Estuary.

Summary of explosions etc. in Thames 
estuary for night of 26/27.

/TENBRIFFA
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TENERIFFA . 
(Bombed 26/2).

EMPIRE STEELHEAD. 
(Bombed 26/2).

Grimsby
bombed.

Cardiff
bombed.

Plymouth.

27.2.19U1.Thursday,
HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity. (Contd).
37 survivors being entire crew of Norwegian 
TENERIFFA sunk by enemy aircraft off St. 
Goven Light Vessel at 11+05/26 picked up 
by S.S. PERDITA and disembarked at Cardiff. 
Three men detained in hospital with minor 
injuries. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 11+1+5/27).

My 2009/26/2. EMPIRE STEELHEAD anchored 
off Invergordon. Damage is internal, struct
ural only, not affecting main machinery 
or boilers. Vessel is seaworthy and could 
proceed under own steam, except for previous 
defect of steering engine. Hand steering 
from aft is possible but Master is averse 
to accept risk. Repairs to D.G. also 
necessary. Request instructions for 
destination of ship when ready. Casualties 
are 5 killed 2 since died of injuries and 
3 now in R.N.A.H. suffering from minor 
injuries.
(F.O.I.C. Invergordon 1522/27).

Four bombs dropped by low flying aircraft 
at 1308 on Grimsby. No Naval damage 
except windows in officers quarters at 
Royal Hotel. (F.O. Humber 1658/27).

Cardiff was attacked last night by 70 - 
80 enemy A/C between 191+5 and 2200.
A large number of H.E. and incendiary 
bombs were dropped. The enemy attacked 
mainly singly and used flares followed by 
incendiaries and H.E's.
Only slight damage caused in docks where 
the Britannia Fuel Works and cattle lairage 
were damaged.
In Cardiff and district a number of public 
buildings and dwelling houses were 
damaged.
Casualties 10 killed, 30 seriously injured, 
60 slightly injured. No Naval casualties.
A number of bombs fell on the mud on the 
foreshore and in open country N.E. of 
Cardiff.
On the weather deteriorating about 2200, 
the attack terminated.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 171+5/27).

One Dornier A/C attacked A/S Trawlers off 
Plymouth at 1620/27 with Bombs and Machine- 
Guns. No casualties. (C. in C. Plymouth
2353/27).
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Operation JL.
Mining.
Operation J L completed. Nothing to report. 
(Capt. D.20 0U41/27).

My 211+7/26. Arrived. (C. in C. Portsmouth 
0521/27).

CAPE CLEAR. (British, 5085 Tons) CAPE CLEAR believe 
struck mine near Great Ormes Head. Require 
tug, making water slowly.
(Lyness W/T 0737/27).

S.S. CAPE CLEAR 5085 tons near mined 53°
27’ N. U° 01’ W. at 0857 today. Now anchored at Bar and will be brought up Harbour Friday. Reported some damage 
in engine room only. Hull intact.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool 2153/27).

9th M/S. P. A.M. 192i+/26. Request 9th M/S Plot, be 
sailed to arrive Port ZA p.m. Monday j>rd 
March. (R.A.M.L. 0956/27 to A.C.O.S).

ZME. 21. Intend leaving Milford Haven 1700 to-day 
for operation Z.M.E. 21 to lay at 231+0 
returning on completion about 0500/28. 
(PLOVER 1055/27).

My 1055/27 postponed 21+ hours Weather unsuit 
able. (PLOVER 1632/27).

REMILLOsunk.
(A/P Trawler) At 0158 today sunk by 
underwater explosion in N.W. by N. of Gate 
2 cables. No survivors landed so far. 
(P.0. Humber 1130/27);

S i ’ Slfk'fV' 
O’ /o-i E

Wreck of H.M.T. REMILLO lies in 27k°
Spurn Point Light House 1.76 miles heading 
South. Two mast showing 8 feet and funnel 
awash at low water. (P.0. Humber 1830/27).

/Search
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Off Clacton.

CHRISTABELLE.

Falmouth.

Milford Haven.
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27.2.1941.Thursday.

Mining, (contd).
Subject to weather condition Oropesa 
searches from 2 to 3 miles East of 
dividing line AZ 787 and QZS 160 between 
May Island and Duncansby Head will be 
carried out on 1st March and completed 
by 1800. (C. in C. Rosyth 1159/27).

C. in C. Plymouth 1258/27. See Operations 
Volume.

Mine detonated by S.A. gear at 0935/27 
as follows. (Capt m/ s Sheerness 1417/27).

My 2209/20 and 1548/25. Ships with I C 
engines may now enter and leave Swansea. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1436/27).

At 1615/27 one Red Mine exploded by S.A. 
102° 1.6 miles from Mumbles Head Light. 
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1855/27).

My 1552. Consider Aircraft probably laid 
mine in about 51° 4l’N. 1° 19'E.
(VANITY 1607/27).

Aberdeen trawler OCEAN PRINCESS A 58O 
reported at 2020/26 Aberdeen trawler 
CHRISTABELLE A 360 blew up and sank with 
all hands in 061° 27' N. 006° 05’ W. 
Supposed cause floating mine.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1650/27).

Mine exploded in 50° 7' 45" N. 5° 1' 50" W. 
S.W. g % e  blowing no ships in vicinity. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1740/27).

One red mine detonated by single LL in 
097° St. Ann’s Head 12.7 cables. 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1801/27).

/Plymouth
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Plymouth.

Spurn Point.

Naval Unit 
Movements.

German Main 
UnitsT.

27.2.19^1.Thursday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Mining. (Contd).
One mine exploded spontaneously at 2315/26 
close South of Penlee Point. One mine 
detonated at 0821+/27 in 3° Breakwater Port 
9 cables by S.A. Gear. (C. in G. Plymouth 
1807/27).

1 parachute mine reported dropped in 
position 165 degrees Rame Head 3 miles. 
Aircraft engaged by Penlee pom-pom battery 
and believed hit. (C. in G. Plymouth 
2353/27).

At 1552 L.L. Trawlers detonated a Red mine 
in 30^° 17.3 miles from Spurn Point 
Lighthouse. (P.0. Humber 2214-0/27).

Enemy Intelligence.
German W/T activity suggests preparations 
for movements of Naval Units from the S.W. 
Norwegian Coast to the Bight. (D.D.I.C. 
1201/27).

W.T.I. indicates.
1. Coastal traffic between Naze and 
Bergen possibly in preparation for a 
movement of vessels towards Trondheim.
2. Possible E/B activity from Calais 
tonight. (D.D.I.C. I9OI4./2 7 ).

February 26th. Wilhelmshaven. TIRPITZ still 
in Bauhafen. Bremen. SEYDLITZ still in 
Werfthaven. (D.D.I.C. 1555/27).
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27.2.1941.Thursday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys.

C. in C. Rosyth's 1205/26. Concur except 
th8t consider line should run from Cape 
Wrath to Faroes and thence to Iceland.
The 50 miles margin to the eastward 
authorised by C. in C. W.As' 1921/2 has 
proved of value but it is insufficient 
and a rigid line well clear of the convoy 
routes is considered essential. (C. in 
C.W.A. 1532/27, to Admty).

Two military personnel with their M/G 
equipment drawn from the U.K. A.A. Coastal 
Shuttle Service are to be allocated to 
all British vessels sailing independently 
or in O.B. convoys. Conditions.
Admiralty 1619/14 and 2312/26 and T.D.
Memo D.E.M.S. No. 140 of 18/2 cancelled. 
(D.T.D. 1546/27 to A.I.G. 47 etc).

Head of M. 20^0/27. See Policy.

Sailed 2300/26, 23 ships (N.C.S.O. Methil, 
0050/27) Convoy scattered, exnect 8 hours 
late. (WALLACE to C. in C. Rosyth 0912/27) 
4 ships returned Methil (C. in C. Rosyth 
1316/27) Position (WALLACE, 1349/27, 
PYTCHLEY, 1524/27) HEBE to join ( C. in C. 
Rosyth 1921/27) Numbers (C. in C. Rosyth 
1627/27) E.T.A. (WALLACE 1654/27) List 
(P.O.I.C. Tyne 1742/27).
10 ships from Methil did not sail (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1933/27) 6 shins joining from 
Humber (N.C.S.O. Humber 2255/27, C. in C. 
Rosyth, 2315/27).

Sailed 0200 (P.O.I.C. Tyne 0210/27) 10 
ships (0947/27) No ships from Blyth (P.O.I.C. 
Tyne 0949/27, C. in C. Rosyth, 1109/27) 
Situation (WESTMINSTER 1630/27) NEWFOUNDLAND 
E.T.A. (WESTMINSTER, 1707/27).

/W.N. 91
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Shipping & Convoys.
Coastal Convoys, 

(contd).

W.N. 91. List (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0947/27'* Amending 
1905/26. (N.C.S.O. Clyde 1516/27) J

L
F.N.

•
2 Absentees (P.O.I.C. Tyne 0948/27)
Humber ships arrived (exceptions) (N.C.S.O. 
Humber, 1006/27) Arrived (N.C.S.O. Methil, 
1254/17).

1 ’mil

P.N. E.T.A. (SOUTHDOWN, 0900/27) Numbers from 
Tyne, etc. (C. in C. Rosyth 1252/27 to 
SOUTHDOWN, etc) List (N.C.S.O. Humber 1515/27) 
To join (P.O.I.C. Tyne 1745/27) E.T.A. 
SOUTHDOWN 1900/27).

Penzance. My 1729/26. "Slave" postponed 24 hours, 
weather. (N.C.S.O. Falmouth 1421/27).

9 M . V ’s. My 2312/26. Postponed 24 hours, weather. 
(N.C.S.O. Dartmouth 1307/27).

P. S. 19.. k ic0 My 1915, LEVENWOOD and LINWOOD arrived 
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1451/27).

E.N. 77. Position, BALMAHA straggled•(ULLSWATER 
1506/27).

P . S . Lf. 2.j Position, 59 ships for London (N.C.S.O. 
Thames 1514/27) VANITY to remain until 
relieved by CATTISTOCK (C. in C. Nore 
2209/27).

Dartmouth. Your 1217/26 arrived less NELLIE. (N.C.S.O. 
Dartmouth to N.C.S.O. Portsmouth 1554/27).

W.N. 91 (0) Sailed 1555/27, WOLVES, 1 ship (N.C.S.O. 
Oban 1556/27).

I 1

/E.N. 78...........

1
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Coastal Convoys, 
(contd).

Shinoinp: & Convoys.

E.N. 78. List (N.C.S.O. Methil 1606/27) 131+5/27 
escorts, 10 ships. (N.C.S.O. Methil 1637/27)

P.N. 19. ) k ,a 
P. S. 2i+, ) 1+ . Corrections to 1832/23 (P.O.I.C. Harwich 

1715/27).

W.N. 90. Arrived (N.C.S.O. Methil 1800/27).

E.N. 77 U. Arrived 1500/27, 15 ships (N.C.S.O. Aultbea, 1805/27).

P.S. ̂ 25, ) Lf.%1
p .n . >i; )**, Corrections to 1832/23 (P.O.I.C. Harwich 1931/27).

C.W. 27. Arrived less STANWOLD (C. in C. Portsmouth, 2013/27).

Ocean Convoys.
H.X. 111. ANNAVORE returning, unable to maintain speed. (N.C.S.O. Halifax 011+6/27).

H.X. 108. Arrivals (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0930/27) (N.C.S.O. Mersey 15j>1/27) (N.C.S.O. Milford Haven 
151+0/27) (N.O.I.C. Barry, 2025/27).

O.B. 292. 0600/1/3, unescorted, 1. (N.C.S.O. Belfast, 
0900/27).

O.B.M. 292. Amend 1003/27 to read 1900/27, HUDDERSFIELD 
TOWN, 1+ (N.C.S.O. Milford Haven, 1051/27).

v L l.* ,  h *Jj«. .
S.C. 21+. Destinations (D.T.D. 1332/27) Request names of non-arrivals (D.T.D., 1333/27 to 

N.C.S.O. Aultbea).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Ocean Convoys, 
(contd).

ShiopinR & Convoys.

S.L. 6 5. Escorted by SHEFFIELD and BULOLO, position 
and route. One DIDO class to join. H 
(D.O.D.(H) 09U6/27 to C. in C. H.F)
Sailing telegram as amended "by Admty.
(D.T.D. 1912/27).

H.G. 55. List and destinations (F.O.C.N.A. 1155/27). 8

B.H.X. 119. Advance sailing telegram (Bermuda 1201/27).

S.C. 22. Position (ANTELOPE, 1330/27) Requesting 
names non-arrivals. (D.T.D., 13^3/27 to 
N.C.S.O. Aultbea) Reply (N.C.S.O Aultbea 
151+5/27).

O.B. 291. Sailed H+35/27, 9 ships (N.C.S.O. Mersey 
1510/27) List 1511/27) ABERDEEN to leave 
(C. in C. W.A. 1550/27) Escorts (F.O.I.C. 
Liverpool 171+5/27).

O.B.O. 291. 0530/28, escort CALDWELL, 12 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Oban 1530/27).

O.B. 292. ABERDEEN to accompany (C. in C. W.A. 1550/27)

O.B. 293.
1

Sailing 3/3 No Loch Ewe portion (C. in C 
W.A. 1657/27).

O.B. 297. • Sailing 13/3 No Loch Ewe portion (C. in C. 
W.A. 1657/27, amended 0939/28).

S.C. 22 B.C. Estimate will meet O.B.C. 291 in Clyde 
about 0100/28 (C. in C. W.A. 1731/27 to 
ACHATES).

H.X. 112. Destinations (D.T.D. 1751+/27).

O.B.M. 292. List and E.T.A. (N.C.S.O. Milford Haven, 
1915/27) 1902/27, HUDDERSFIELD TOWN, 1+ 
(N.C.S.O. Milford Haven 1915/27).

£. +  f t  i s  t e u - <  ^  a -ffj
H.X. 109. Destinations (D.T.D 2127/27, 2128/27, 2129/27)
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Shipping & Convoys.

WATERMEYER. My 1235/21+ and N.O.I.C. Londonderry 
1629/25 addressed N.O.I.C. Aberdeen. Request 
drydock may benade available for WATERMEYER 
at first opportunity in view of importance 
attaching to her early sailing for Capetown.
Date when dock is available should be 
communicated immediately. (D. of S.T. 091+5/2^

HAVELOCK. Request you sail HAVELOCK to r/v with 
FORTH,RIMUTAKA, BATORY, escorted by 
HESPERUS, HARVESTER, and HURRICANE at 
1830/28 in 000° En Troddy l£ miles speed 
of advance 13 knots. (N.O.I.C. Liverpool 
1051/27).

STRATHM ORE. My 21IU|/15 and my 1323/23.
1. STRATHNAVER will not now be available. 
Her place will be taken by STRATHMORE 
sailing from Liverpool.
2. STRATHMORE will be ready to leave 
Liverpool on 1+/3. C. in C. W.A. is 
requested to arrange for her to sail and 
join the convoy.

•
3. STRATHMORE is required to sail with 
W.S. 7 and should return from Gibraltar 
to Clyde with the minimum delay. 
(D.O.D.H. 1103/27).

ALCANTARA. My 1613/26 sailed (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1906/27).

T.C.9. nou<t( ^ t \
K 0 3 * 7  ‘e 4*(•«:( J

Arrived Convoy T.C.9 with AURORA,OTTAWA 1 
ASSINIBOINE,RESTIGOUCHE,CHURCHILL,MISTRAL. 
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 2310/27).

DUNEDIN. A.T. 2215/27. Cancel my 2212/25 except 
para one. (D.O.D.F. 2330/27).
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EMPIRE
TIGER.

SUFFOLK.

fl.C. BROVIG.

EEPTUNUS.

PASS OF LENY*

HEBE.

27. 2. zg. 
Thursday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

(British, 5159 tons) Shipping heavy seas, 
fore welldeck awash. Standing hy 
boat ends. (Valentia Radio 0025/27.)
Our boats washed away, please hurry. 
(Valentia Radio, 0212/27.)

Examination of machinery on return to 
Harbour 26/2, has shown port after 
turbine engine stripped and several tubes 
in port after condenser damaged as 
result. Ship unable to proceed to sea. 
(SEO. 1st. C.S. 0116/27.)

Captain of RANGER considers G.C.BROVIG 
should not be beached but is able to 
proceed A.(as received.), after leaving 
repair port in fine weather. Ship has 
already steamed 350 miles in a rough sea 
before reaching Stornoway. Recommenda
tions. Request instructions.(N.0.1.C. 
Stornoway 09U5/27*)

Request you will sail Tug SCHELDE to 
arrive Luce Bay, Mull of Galloway by 
0730/lst. On arrival SCHELDE is to 
refloat the Netherlands Trawler NEPTUNUS 
aground to the East of Mull of Sinni- 
ness and if required tow her into Loch 
Ryan. R.A.F. Motor Boat will assist. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1052/27*)

In tov/ of SEA GIANT escorted by HEBE 
reported in 055° 26’ N, 001° 20* W, at 
0915. (WESTMINSTER 1135/27*)

My 0915. My position 1300 one mile 
South of Number 20 F Buoy. SEA GIANT in 
company. Making good maximum 3 knots. 
(HEBE 1310/27.)

/MONIMIA
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

MONIMIA. MONIMIA ashore Peterhead Bay unable 
to be refloated until weather 
moderates. Heavy seas driving her 
further ashore. Crew Safe.(C. in C. 
Rosyth 1145/27> N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 
1714/27.)

STRATHAIRD. Paravane and D.G. washed (overboard). 
Request instructions. (STRATHAIRD, 
1232/27.)

LONDON. My 1110/26. Departure delayed 48 
hours by defects. (C. in C. Nore 1300/27-)

FRANKLIN. Some damage caused by P.L.A. Tug SIRDAR. 
Repairs are being carried out forth
with and will probably be completed by 
6/3 . (P.O.I.C. London 1510/27-)

MAID OP KENT. M.L. MAID OP KENT attached to wiping 
station has been rammed and sunk at 
North Wall Tidal Basin p.m. today. 
(D.G.W.O. Portsmouth 1521/27.)

DAROGAH. My 2349/29/1. It is considered if 
attempted salvage of this Trawler is 
long delayed difficulty will be experi
enced due to accumulation of sand. 
DAROGAH is badly required for mine
sweeping and it is requested that 
priority may be given to her salvage 
before attempts are made on the vessel 
discussed at meeting with P.L.A. on 
7/1. (C. in C. Nore 1635/27.)

WESTWOOD. VORTIGERN reports having been in 
collision with S.S. WESTWOOD 26/2. 
Request WESTWOOD may be surveyed. 
(Capt. D. Rosyth 1804/27.)

/BRIGAND
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BRIGAND. Your 1210/27. Sailing of BRIGAND delayed 
owing to leaking oil tank and contaminated 
fuel. (A.C.O.S. 1812/27.)

TAKU. Unable to dive owing to fractured after 
hydroplane gear external to Hull. Hove 
to at 2100 G.M.T. in estimated position 
056° 36’ N, 021° 07’ W, wind gale force 
heavy seas, low visibility. Owing to 
Kitchin rudder effect ship is not under 
control. Estimate drifting 4 knots to 
southward. Request assistance.
(TAKU 2045/27.)

BARCLIFF. (Boom Defence Vessel). Following received 
from BARCLIPP at 1210/27 begins: Hove 
to 30 miles South of Portland. Whole 
Gale. Ship just holding her own, position 
getting serious, ends. Have sent LEONIAN 
to her assistance. (P.O.I.C. Iceland 
2203/27.)
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General.

Raider Situation.

North My 23 02/20.
Atlantic. 1. TRELAWNSjM attacked at 1425/22 B.S.T.

about 520' E. of St. Johns. Made RRRR but 
attacker may be armed merchant raider.
At 1915/22 unknown ship reported being 
attacked by aircraft in same area.
2. By D/F at 2017/24 a raider or supply 
ship was within 200 miles of 27° N. 44° W.
3. Vague D/F indications at 0111/25 that 
unidentified unit was somewhere S. by W. 
from Freetown.

South 1. D/F on 20/2 and 22/2 indicate 1 unit
Atlantic. probably a raider in area South of St. Helena.

A  supply ship is possibly also in this area. 
2. A suspicious ship was sighted near 
Capetown on 16/2 and mines discovered in 
this area on 2l/2. These may have been 
laid by unit now South of St. Helena, or 
possibly by raider which attacked whalers 
in ^id-January of which nothing since heard.

Indian asmiraz. SCHEER appears to have attacked CANADIAN 
Ocean. CRUISER 480 miles E.by S.from Mombasa at

1708/21 and RANTAlPP^NJANG 280 miles to 
W.S.Y/. at 0615/22."' She was located by 
GLASGOW 3 hours later, but touch was 
subsequently lost.
D/F fixes on 24/2 and 26/2 may have been of 

A>m i A a l  SCHEER or an armed raider 680 miles N.E. of 
Mauritius and 300 miles S.E. of Madagascar 
respectively.
Previous sinkings in Seychelles area quite 
possibly by armed merchant raider whose 
present whereabouts are not known.

Pacific No information.
Ocean. (D.D.I.C. 1756/27 to C.in C's etc.).
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S .L .S .6 4  
S u r v iv o r s

TUNA

A ir  R e p o r t .  

Pay o f
F r e e F r e n c h .

JOAO BELO 
I n t e r c e p t e d .

VULCAN

FOREIGN STATIONS.

2 7 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
T h u r s d a y .

N o r th  A t l a n t i c .

R e q u e s t  w hen AVOCETA may be e x p e c te d  L is b o n .  
F .G .C .N .A . u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  a t  G i b r a l t a r  
s u r v i v o r s  o f  S .L .S .6 4 .  C o n sig n m en t o f  
s u r v i v o r s  e x p e c te d  L is b o n  to m o rro w  an d  no 
s u i t a b l e  s h ip p in g  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  
t r a n s p o r t .
(N .C .S .O . L is b o n  1 2 1 7 /2 7  t o  A d m ty .) .

A t 0 8 0 0 /2 8 : -  TUNA w i th  H .G .5 4 . 
(F .O .C .N .A . 1 6 1 2 /2 7 ) .

D a i ly  Summary O p e r a t io n s .  
A rea  c o v e re d  2 °  W. t o  8 °  W. 
F ly i n g  c u r t a i l e d  by  f o g .
(2 0 0  G ro u p , 1 7 0 0 /2 7 ) .

(F .O .C .N .A . 1 7 3 0 /2 7 ,  t o  A d m ty .) .

Y our 2 3 0 9 /2 6 .  JOAO BELO ( P o r t u g u e s e ,
6365 t o n s )  i n t e r c e p t e d  0 3 5 °  1 5 ’ N. 0 1 3 °
3 6 ' W. bou nd  f o r  L is b o n .  P e r s o n  m e n t io n e d  
c a b in  an d  b a g g a g e  s e a r c h e d  n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t .  
One m ale  s t e e r a g e  p a s s e n g e r .  I t a l i a n  
p a s s p o r t ,  p a r e n t a g e  G ree k  D o d e c a n e se  a g e  41 
n o t  a p p r e h e n d e d .
S u b m it i f  f u r t h e r  s e a r c h  a n d  a p p r e h e n s io n  
o f  I t a l i a n  p a s s e n g e r s  r e q u i r e d  Y zone 
T r a w le r s  be  in f o r m e d .
( MALVERNIAN, 1 8 0 0 /2 7 ,  t o  F .O .C .N .A .) .

L e f t  P o n ta  D e lg a d a  1 9 4 5 /2 6  f o r  F re e to w n  
r o u t e d  th r o u g h  0 1 6 °  N. ^ 2 9 °  W. s p e e d  
10  k n o t s .  (F .O .C .N .A . 2 1 2 4 /2 7  t o  COMORIN)
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South Atlantic.

Overdue shipping, cancel My 1140/26 
i/DOMENEUS arrived Capetown. 
(S.O.I., Capetown, 0915B/27).

N.C.S.O. Bahia 1655/24 and 1345/25 
(re suspicious vessel seen by master of 
HALCYON) are passed to you.
Ship cannot be identified here.
(S.O.I. Freetown, 1148/27, to S.O.I. 
Kingston, J.).

Your 1238/26. All masters of independently 
routed ships given distances along their 
routes. All convoy ships informed of 
expected number of days steaming to their 
destination and told they must have four 
days margin bunker in addition. In case of 
S.L.64 estimated number of days steaming to 
West coast ports was 22, and according to 
figures given by masters every ship of this 
convoy left Freetown with 26 days bunker. 
Any shortage of coal in ships mentioned 
must have been due either to incorrect 
figures given by masters or to failure in 
checking quantities of coal delivered.
In future actual distances in movements 
will be given in addition.
(N.C.S.O. Freetown 1203/27 to Admty.).

Your 0723/19. (re use of ? Lourenco 
Marques as transhipping port for enemy 
trade). Investigation by N.C.S.O. 
Lourenco Marques shows no reason for 
suspicion. (S.O.I. Capetown, 1403B/27, 
Capt. O.S., Singapore).

Reported French intend to requisition and 
use allied ships previously detained, in 
particular ex Danish ships HARALD and 
VLRIKHOLM (now on British Register) and 
Norwegian tanker JASPIS. If these ships 
are sighted unescorted they are to be sent 
or brought into a British port. If 
escorted they are to be reported only. 
(O.in C. S.A., 1557N/27, to S.A. Stn.).

/ CORNWALL • • • •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. (Contd.)

It is at your discretion to comply with 
C.in C. E.I. 1114/27. (Re: possible 
movements of German pocket battleship) 
(D.O.D.(P) 1547/27, to C.in C. S.A.).
Reply to C.in C. E.I. 1114/27 (C.in C. S.A 
1941N/27 to C.in C. E.I.)
See Operations Volume.

Mediterranean.

four 2349/17. On completion of temporary 
repairs now in hand LIVERPOOL will be fit 
to cross Atlantic provided route chosen 
can be relied upon to ensure reasonably 
moderate weather.
(C.in C. Med., 0019/27, to Admty.).

four 1226/28/1 para, (m). Most effective 
form of magnetic minesweeping apparatus 
is the LL Sweep. Anticipated that Turks 
would have difficulty in finding suitable 
ships to carry that sweep.
It is hoped to sweep Greek and Turkish 
ports with ouV own resources as the 
strategical situation permits.
The maintenance of secrecy of LL Sweep 
gear is also a matter of importance.
(Head of M. 100]/27 to N.A. Ankara).

/ Capture of KasteloriHszo, • • •
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Capture of 
Kastelorl\zo. 
DECOY. 
HEREWARD. 
LADYBIRD. 
ROSAURA

9 r * - ' "

My 0002/26. Commando landed before dawn 
in ships boats from DECOY and HEREWARD. 
Opposition apparently slight.
LADYBIRD entered harbour at daylight 
unopposed except for rifle fire which she 
silenced with ship guns and then landed 
party of Royal Marines in town. After heavy 
air raid in which LADYBIRD sustained sli^it 
damage she (disembarked Royal Marines, who 
were no longer required, and withdrew to 
Cyprus. During night of 25/26/2 two enemy 
M.T.B's raided Island but withdrew before 
our force could make contact. Permanent 
garrison from Cyprus embarked ROSAURA but 
in view of enemy activity has been transferred 
to DECOY and HERO at Alexandria. These two 
ships, covered by BONAVENTURE, PERTH, HASTY 
and JAGUAR, wifj£ (?land) garrison and relieve 
Commando during the night of 27/28/2 
S.E.N.C. Suda Bay pass to C O R C g 
(C.in C. Med., 1009/27 to Admty.). J

tonrft*..

Convoy 1000/27, List of ships.
A.N.F.16. (S.B.N.0. Suez Canal Area 1103/27).

Tobruk, 1. 25/2. During evening enemy bombed Tobruk.
air raid. Fire started on 1 tanker brought under

control.
No material damage.
2. Greece.
Aircraft reconnoitred Valona 26/2 reporting 
11 cargo vessels in harbour. Hurricanes 
machine-gunned 2 cargo ships escorted by 
gun boat 10 miles off Valona.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 1156/27).

UTMOST On completion of mission proceed through 
180° Filfola Is. 5 miles to arrive 
Marsamuscetto 0700/4. Unless necessary you 
are not to break W/T silence.
(Cdr. S.l, 1330/27, to UTMOST).

URSULA Leave area and proceed through 035° 40* 014° 
07' to arrive off Marsamxett (Marsamuscetto) 
07 00/3. Do not break W/T silence unless 
necessary. (Cdr. S.l. 1337/27, to URSULA).

/ Air Raid on Malta 
26/2.
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Mediterranean. (Contd.).

Air Raid 
on Malta 
26/2.

Heavy raid 26/2 by ( 30 ?) J.U.87, 12 
J.U. 88, 10 Dornier 215 and 10 H.E. Ill, 
escorted by 20 to 30 mixed fighters.
Attack chiefly on LUCIA. Our bag by 
fighters 2 J.U. 87 confirmed, 7 others 
probable, by A/A 6 J.U. 87 confirmed,
4 others probable. Our losses 
3 Hurricanes. 6 Wellingtons burnt out 
on ground 3 others badly damaged.
One Glen Martin written off 3 others 
unserviceable for about a week.
Much damage to aerodrome but casualties 
surprisingly few. Later on Red Cross 
plane accompanied by 20 fighters came and 
searched round Northern half of Island 
for an hour and one M.E. severely damaged 
by Hurricanes. From this it would appear 
enemy losses more severe than we estimated 
Two German Airmen captured. Add to my 
report for Tuesday one D. 215 definite. 
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 1420/27, to C.in C. Med.)

Maddalena Your 1139/25 (re reconnaissance of
Reconnaissance» Maddalena harbour Cagliari aerodrome and

harbour Aigiero aerodrome). Owing to 
heavy blasts regret no reconnaissance now 
available•
(V.A. Malta, 1423/27 to S.O. Force H.).

FORMIDABLE Not clear in Admiralty if FORMIDABLE has 
yet been passed through Suez Canal.
If not, It is for consideration she should 
be towed through mined portion so as to 
reduce risk from Acoustic mines.
(V.C.N.S. 1601/27 to C.in C. Med.).

M.V. sunk by 
UPRIGHT. 
Malta Force 
"Submarines.'

Cdr. (S) 1 1555/27 not to Admiralty.
The merchant vessel carrying petrol burst 
into flames fore and aft on being hit, 
sank without a trace or survivor.
UPRIGHT states ship made no W/T signal.
In these circumstances suggest no 
announcement be made of sinking and that 
Italians be left to guess whether loss was 
due to aircraft mines or submarine.

/ Recommend no undue
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Recommend no undue publicity be given 
’to exploits of Malta force submarines. 
Lazaretto is just getting going as an 
efficient base and I do not want 
attention to be drawn to it as a 
suitable target for German dive-bombers. 
(V.A. Malta, 1645/27, to C.in C. Med.).

X 6807.
Ref. yesterday’s dive bombing attack on 
Malta.
Anticipate Luqa aerodrome serviceable 
by a.m. l/3. Civilian damage at Luqa 
and Guidia villages considerable.
27/2. 1410 - 1420. 1 JU 88 aimed 3 or
4 bombs at FERMOY off Grand Harbour.
No hits. 4 Hurricanes up, no engagement 
(H.Q. R.A.F., M.E., 1710/27).

Detect mine In Sue* Canal. Request 
information on following suggestion.
(i) Underwater television believed to 
be used in Panama Canal for inspection 
of lock gates and bottom of lock.
(ii) Infra red ray for use in 
detecting objects falling into canal. 
Idea Is to use beam of infra red ray 
down length of canal with indicating 
device to show when and where any 
object crosses beam.
(iii) Will torpedo fire acoustic mine? 
(C.in C. Med., 1949/27 to Admty.).
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East Indies.

MAURETANIA Your 1045/24, no objection to proposed use 
of MAURETANIA, subject to C.in G. E.I. 
approval.
(D. of S.T. 0123/27, to P.S.T.O. India).

m
HAWKINS.
KINGSTON.
W.S.5B.

■4 RAMB I
Intercepted
sank.

St*.

AQDITANIA 
EMPRESS OF 

JAPAN.

->

27/2 0335Z arrival HAWKINS, 074OZ, 
departure KINGSTON for W.S.5B.
(N.O.I.C. Aden, 0742Z/27, to Admty. etc.).

Sighted Italian RAMB I flying Red Ensign 
at 0510Z/27. On order to stop at 0619 
she hoisted Italian colours and opened fire 
from forecastle and poop guns. LEANDER 
fire/five salvoes. RAMB I struck her flag 
at 0628 and abandoned ship. Set herself 
heavily on fire and sank at O718Z in 
position 001° 00' N. 068° 30' E.
11 officers and 89 men prisoners. Italian 
casualties one seriously four slightly 
wounded. Intend transferring prisoners 
to capacity of Oiler PEARLEAF.
(LEANDER, 0744Z/27 to C.in C. E.I.).

Your 0746/25. Firm sailing date 5/3 
speed of advance. 19 knots.
(S.S.T.0. Bombay, 1116Z/27, to C.in C. E.I.) 
My 2028/25. On completion of oiling sail 
Oiler PEARLEAF for Colombo. I hope she can 
somehow accommodate all your prisoners and 
armed guards for this short passage.
(C.in C. E.I., 1500Z/27, to LEANDER).
LEANDER's 0747/27. New Zealand Govt, would very 
much like to publish news of sinking of 
RAMB 1 by LEANDER and ask that publication 
in N.Z. may precede publication elsewhere. 
Request you signal as soon as news may be 
released.
(N.Z.N.B. 2247/27, to Admty.).

Mines in M.V.'s as 
defence against 
raiders•
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Following proposal for defence of merchant 
shipping against enemy raiders is forwarded 
for consideration.
All ships to carry about 12 magnetic 
floating mines. On identifying a raider 
alter course to bring enemy right astern 
and start releasing mines. (Details). 
(F.O.C.R.I.N., 0941Z/27, to Admty.).

Arrival 0910Z/27 M/S Group 109, departure 
HAWKINS for W.S.5B.
(N.O.I.C. Aden, 1015Z/27, to Admty. etc.).

C.in C. E.I. 1114Z/27 See Operations Volume.

My 1202/25. Pier intact two cranes about 
two tons each working. Travelling crane one 
ton double Ecauville track eight trucks.
Good workhouses and roads. Sea conditions 
suitable for unloading at pier and on beach. 
Following available two diesel tugs sound 
B.P.A. no compressed air. Two twenty ton 
diesel barges in working order. Nine steel 
dumb lighters. One motor boat. All cranes 
destroyed. Fuller information awaited.
(C.in C. E.I. 1206/27).

D.T.M. 1215/27 to C.in C. E.I. in reply to 
his 1724Z/26.

Your 0539/26 Feb. Concur.
(C.in C. E.I. 1512Z/27 to A.C.N.B.).

Your 0702/26. Massawa.is not to be planted 
with Cucumbers without further instructions. 
Report when your preparations enable you to 
do so and a decision will then be given. 
(V.C.N.S. 1600/27 to C.in C. E.I.).

/ SHROPSHIRE



945
MUST SECRET.

War Diary. 27.2.1941.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies. (Contd.)

SHROPSHIRE My 1108/26 (re sailing orders and speed
(18 knots)) para. A (11). SHROPSHIRE is 
to proceed at 23 knots.
(C.ln C. E.I., 1904/27, to Force V.).

HILQgft MOLLER. My 1149/26. HILDA MOLLER to proceed
Hong Kong to discharge cargo of salt. 
(D.T.D. 2025/27 to C.in C. E.I.).

DORSETSHIRE
~Z.

Remain with GLASGOW and Force Z, pending 
further orders from C.in C. E.I. to whom 
a separate signal is being sent. 
(V.C.N.S. 2317/27 to DORSETSHIRE).

CANBERRA.
LEANDER.
DORSETSHIRE.
GLASGOW

My 23 07/24.
(a) In view of A.C.N.B. 0737/26 which 
orders HOBART and SYDNEY to Fremantle, 
suggest CANBERRA and LEANDER should remain 
in the central Indian Ocean area for the 
present. From your 2028Z/25 it would 
appear that you can supply them with fuel.
(b) Considered desirable that DORSETSHIRE 
should remain with Force nZ" and GLASGOW 
if fuel permits until latitude of 10° N. 
i3 reached.
(V.C.N.S. 2331/27, to C.in C. E.I.).
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C h in a .

C a n c e l  my 0 3 3 7 Z /2 6  ARCHANGELOS a r r i v e d .  
(N .C .S .O . S in g a p o r e ,  0 2 1 1 Z /2 7 ) .

A p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  s i t u a t i o n  ( C . i n  C . F .E .  
0 2 3 0 /2 7 )  See O p e r a t io n s  Volume (L io n
co p y  o n l y ) .

N .E . I .  Navy d i s p o s i t i o n s  ( C . i n  C. C h in a  
0 2 5 1 /2 7 )  S ee  O p e r a t io n s  V o lum e.

(D) F i r s t  B ase  D e fe n c e  F o r c e  th o u g h t  to  
c o n s i s t  o f  f o u r t h  S/M s q u a d r o n ,  a  c r u i s e r ,  
a n  a i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r  an d  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  t o  
t e n  a u x i l i a r i e s  o r  t r a n s p o r t s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
i n  L in s c h o te n  I s l a n d  a r e a  p o s s i b l y  f o r
&  ■y o *p f *  qp q

( C . I . S .  F a r  E a s t  0 8 5 6 Z /2 7 ) .

A m eric a  a n d  W est I n d i e s .

A rra n g e m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  m ad e„SaRADOC t o  
v i s i t  P u e r to  B a r r i o s ,  G u a te rM a la  a n d  T o la  
H o n d u ras  on 3 / 3  an d  4 / 3  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  K in g s to n  J a m a ic a  7 / 3 .
( C . i n  C. A .W .I . 0 9 5 1 /2 7 ) .

A dm ty . 1 7 3 7 /2 1  N .S .I i .Q . O ttaw a  h a s  a g r e e d  
t h a t  PRINCE ROBERT s h o u ld  be  b a s e d  on Suva 
f o r  t h i s  e s c o r t  d u ty  com m encing w i t h  
AWATEA t r i p  l e a v i n g  Suva e n d  o f  A p r i l .  
R e q u e s t  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  be  a r r a n g e d  
b e tw e e n  N .S .H .Q . O ttaw a  a n d  N .O . 
W e l l i n g to n ,  k e e p in g  me in f o r m e d .
( C . i n  C. A .W .I . , 0 9 5 2 /2 7 , t o  N .O . 
W e l l i n g to n ,  N .S .H .Q . O t t a w a . ) .

S .S
"R"

. SUFFOLK 
r e p o r t ................
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I^\ ,
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BermudaC o n trab an d
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LARPOOL 
O verdue.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

A m erica and  West I n d i e s .  (C o n td .)

B r i t i s h  S h ip  SUFFOLK r e p o r t s  when in  
p o s i t i o n  014° 4 2 ' S . 092° 4 0 ’ W. a t  0855 
G .M .T ./2 1  i n t e r c e p t e d  on 600 m e tre s  
f o l lo w in g :  RR RR fo l lo w e d  by s u s p ic io u s  v e s s e l  ( e n d s ) .  E s t im a te d  by s t r e n g t h  o f s i g n a l  s h ip  n e a r  above p o s i t i o n .  See my 1556/14  (M aste r o f  WASHINGTON EXPRESS 
r e p o r t e d  e n c o u n te r in g  s u s p ic io u s  c a rg o  v e s s e l ) .( S .O . I .  K in g s to n , 1 0 3 8 /2 7 , t o  Admty. e t c . ) .

Concur in  p ro p o sed  a r r a n g e m e n ts .  Dock w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e .  BUXTON sh o u ld  b r in g  
d o c k in g  p la n  and  (? )  b o tto m  c o m p o s i t io n . I t  w ould  be c o n v e n ie n t i f  ROYAL SOVEREIGN 
c a r r i e d  out some p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  e n t e r in g  h a r b o u r .  ( C .in  C. A .W .I . ,  1052 /27  to  F .O . 3 B .S . ( i* o te :-  R e fe r s  t o  F .O .C . 
3 rd  B .S . 1 6 5 6 /2 5 ) .

F o llo w in g  i s  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f my 0952/26  ( P r e v io u s ly  r e c e iv e d  u n d e c y p h e ra b le )My 1 7 4 2 /2 4 . PRINCE DAVID w i l l  a c t  a s  
e s c o r t  f o r  B .H .X . 113 le a v in g  Bermuda 3 /3 .  E n d s . ( C .in  C. A .W .I. 1 1 0 8 /2 7 ) .

D e p a r tu re  B .H .X . 112 Ocean e s c o r t  
CALIFORNIA r e t u r n i n g  to  H a l i f a x  th ro u g h  4 2 .1 0  N ., 6 0 .0 0  W.
(C d re . i n  C harge Bermuda 1 203 /17  t o  Admty. e t c . )  •

Y our 1 2 2 1 /2 4 . Y our 1244 /2  I s  r e c e iv in g  
u r g e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Q u e s tio n s  r a i s e d  a r e  how ever somewhat c o m p lic a te d .(Hd. o f M. 1345 /27  to  C .in  C. A .W .I . ) .

M in is t r y  o f S h ip p in g  1 7 0 0 /1 2 . B r . LARPOOL 
h a s  n o t a r r i v e d  S t .  J o h n ’ s N ew foundland . S h ip  s e n t  ’QQQQ’ M essage s u b s e q u e n t ly  
c a n c e l le d  a t  1100 /22  g iv in g  p o s i t i o n  
4 3 .1 4  N. 4 9 .0 2  W. I f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  c o r r e c t  s h ip  i s  c o n s id e r a b ly  o v e rd u e .(N .S .H .Q . O ttaw a 1 4 3 0 /2 7 , t o  A d m ty .) .

IHRPOOL t r K l .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies. (Contd.).

Ministry of Shipping (?1700) /l (N/T in 
War Registry) not to C.in C. A. & W.I.
Br. LARPOOL has not arrived St. John's 
Newfoundland ship sent 'QQQQ' F message 
subsequently cancelled at 1100/22 giving • 
position 43.14 N. 49.02 W. If this position 
correct ship is considerably overdue. 
(N.S.H.Q,. Ottawa, 1436/27).

Navy Department informs me that when Lease 
Lend Bill goes through President will give 
instructions that ten coastguard cutters are 
to be turned over to us. (Armament)
Navy Department request information whether 
vessels would be desired in present condition; 
if not, what are recommendations of re-armament. 
Vessels will have ASDICS and depth charges. 
Complement 12 officers and 150 men.
(N.A. Washington, 1729/27, to Admty.).

Your 2343/26. H.M.G. have now notified their 
acceptance of the new regulation concerning 
armed guards without any reservation. The 
letter should therefore be withdrawn, if 
possible, and in future H.M. Ships should 
submit to armed guards without demur.
(Hd. of M. 1953/27 to C.in C. A.W.I.).

Australia and New Zealand.

WESTRALIA, MANOORA, sailed Sydney 1515Z/26 
escorting GABRIELLA bound for Auckland, 
KAIRANGA bound for Wellington, to 036° 20' S. 
169° 00» E.
(A.C.N.B. 0435Z/27, to Admty., etc.).

Departure Auckland MONOWAI escorting AWATIA . 
(S.O.I. Wellington, 12002/27).
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ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

ISCHIA
S 1 01 ■ /vtoyJli IfllO -tll .
5100 tons, struck a mine in Gulf of 
Manfredonitk, 41.58 N., 15.59 E., vessel 
is still afloat (D.S. 541, 27/2).

CLIZIA ) 
CAPO LENA ) Left Bilbao 24/2. (D.S. 541).

GIUSEPPINA
GHIRARDI Left Varna in ballast 24/2 (D.S. 541).

VICTORIA 13098 tons, reported (B.O.) arrived at 
Leros on 3l/l with petrol, food and war 
material. (D.S. 541).

CALICO 5,000 tons, reported (B.O.) arrived at Rhodes 
on 3 1 / 1  with unknown cargo. (D.S. 541).

SEN 10 1067 tons, Press reports blown up and sunk in 
a Yugoslav port, believed by time bomb.(D.S. 541).

VOLTA 1191 tons, believed mined in 42.48 N., 
10.42 E. a.m./24. (D.S. 541).

RAMB I. 3667 tons. Sunk by LEANDER.
(C.in C. E.I., 0744Z/27)
See FOREIGN STATIONS, East Indies.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Ships A ttacked .

MANSEPOOL. 
e t c . .
(torpedoed
2472)7

Cancel a l l  previous in s tru c t io n s . Proceed 
fo r th w ith  south through Minches.
(F .O .I .C . Greenock 0005/27 to  SALVONIA, 
SEAMAN, NORTHERN SPRAY.)

BALTISTAN B r it is h ,  6803 tons, d ispersed  from
Convoy 0.B.290.
F o llow in g  has been read . SSSS.
51.52 N. 19.55 W. BALTISTAN torpedoed. 
(L iv e rp o o l W/T, 0315/27).

^se o f P/L. C .in  G. Home F le e t  1552/24 (Re submarine 
rep o rts  to  be made in  p la in  langu age).
Concur in  p r in c ip le  these rep orts  to  be 
made in  the form g iven  in  D.M.S. Appendix B. 
A r t ic le  16, example GYM V 2 UD - SSSS 60 - 
16N 1536W BRITISH PIONEER torpedoed 1937 BH- 
( C. in  C. W.A. 1427/27, to  Adm ty.). •U

V^giJst.

Convoy 
0.B.290 
(a ttacked  1* Alt 
26/217------

D escr ip tion  o f a tta ck . (ENCHANTRESS 
2001/27, 2002/27).

—3 lx— !..<■ .<--3 * V. £  • - , i ■ j Oioi. Cl

Submarines R eported .

1118 P oss ib ly  52° N ., 6.50 W ., p o s it io n
in d e f in i t e .  (D .S . 541 ).

1330 55-56° N ., approx. 20° W ., p o s it io n
in d e f in i t e .  (D .S . 541).

1847 54° N ., 17-18° W ., p o s it io n  in d e f in i t e .
(D .S . 541).

2127 54° N ., 17.30 W. p o s it io n  in d e f in i t e .
(D .S . 541).

2254 54° N ., 17.30 W(?) p o s it io n  in d e f in i t e .
(D .S . 541 ).

2050 58.50 N ., 8.30 W. p o s it io n  in d e f in i t e .
(D .S . 541 ).

2324 ) 58° N ., 20° W. p o s it io n  in d e f in i t e .
2339 ) (D .S . 541).

/ 1049 ( f a l s e ) • • •
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines R ep orted . (C on td .)

Torpedo t r a c k  s ig h te d  from  GQYDNIA ( ?GDYNIA) 
my p o s i t io n  055° 18* N. 012° 16 ' W. 
(ENCHANTRESS, 1 0 4 9 /2 7 , t o  C .in  C. W .A .) .  
C ancel my 1049. R eported  to rp e d o  tra ck  
r e fe r r e d  t o  p e r is c o p e  proved t o  be p ie ce  
w ood. Am p ro ce e d in g  t o  a s s is ta n c e  o f  
ANCHISES ?b ea r in g  ?a p p rox im a te ly . 
(ENCHANTRESS, 1 1 2 9 /2 7 } .

D/F at 1235 B .S .T . U-Boat in  area
52 ° 30* N. t o  53 ° 3 0 ' N. 2 0 ° W. t o  22° W.
(D .D .I .C . 1 3 2 0 /2 7 ) .

F o llo w in g  has been re a d .
Q, Q, Q, Q, 51°.58‘ N. 5°.34* W. LOSADA fo l lo w e d  
by two s u s p ic io u s  o b je c t s  a s te rn  lo o k  
l ik e  subm arines.
(P o r tish e a d  R a d io , 1 6 2 3 /2 7 ) .
SSSS LOSADA now b e in g  chased by subm arines 
f i r i n g  a t them p o s i t io n  51°.38‘ N ., 5°.34' W. 
(Landsend R a d io , 1 6 3 4 /2 7 ) .
SSSS 51°.38‘ N ., 5°.34‘ W. LOSADA chased by 
subm arines, cou rse  117, speed 9 k n o ts . 
( D e v i l 's  P o in t , 1 6 3 8 /2 7 ) .
C ancel my QQQQ, and SSSS o f  1625 G .M .T. 
(LOSADA, 1 7 2 3 /2 7 ) .
LOSADA r e p o r ts  h avin g  f i r e d  on 2 S/Ms in  
p o s i t io n  S l ^ S '  N. 05°.35' West a t 1753.
She has been in form ed  th at S/Ms are 
f r i e n d l y .
(C .in  C. Plym outh, 1 8 5 4 /2 7 , t o  LA MOQUEUSE).

D/F at 1912 B .S .T . U .Boat in  area  30 m ile s  
ra d iu s  from  4 8 ° 3 0 ' N. 9 °  00 ' W.
(D .D .I .C . 1 9 4 7 /2 7 ) .

/  E stim ated U/B d is p o s i t io n s • • •
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Thursday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S u bm arin es  R e p o r t e d .  ( C o n t d . )

m

E s t im a t e d  U/B I n f o r m a t i o n  v e r y  i n d e f i n i t e .  
d i s p o s i t i o n s .

German.

1 6 0 °  N. -  6 1 °  3 0 ’ N. 1 1 °  W. -  1 4 °  W.
1 5 9 °  N. -  6 0 °  N. 1 1 °  W. -  1 3 °  W.
1 N .E . o f  R o c k a l l .
1 4 0  m i l e s  o f  5 9 °  N. 1 6 °  W.
4 o r  5 ,  5 5 °  N. -  6 1 °  N. n e a r  2 0 ° W.
1 6 0 °  N. -  6 1 °  N. 2 5 °  W. -  2 6 °  W.
1 o r  2 ,  5 2 °  N. -  5 3 °  N. 2 0 °  W. -  2 1 °  W. 
P o s s i b l y  1 5 3 °  40* N. -  5 4 °  20* N. 17°W . 
1 8 °  W.
P o s s i b l y  1 a b o u t  5 2 °  N. 6 °  50* W. 1 1 1 8 /2 6  
P o s s i b l y  1 a b o u t  4 8 °  N. 7 °  3 0 ’ W.

I t a l i a n .

2 o r  3 i n  N.W. A p p r o a c h e s .
( D . D . I . C .  1 4 0 2 / 2 7 ) .
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SITUATION REPORT.

H ome C omma nd s .

HOLMELEA S.S. HOLMELEA sailing Independently reported
attacked. at 0226 today being gunned by an unknown

craft about 320 miles W.S.W. of Bloody 
Foreland. 9?/.

British Air Activity.

Blenheims today attacked Quiberon and report 
3 hits on the shore quarters of enemy 
submarine crews.
Normal patrols were flown today north of the 
Shetlands and in the North Sea where they 
were extended to the coast of Norway.
A/S patrols were flown in the Minches and 
south of Ireland.

Enemy Air Activity.

The air threat in the N.W. Approaches 
necessitates a redistribution of A.A. vessels. 
As a first measure C.in C. Rosyth is to send 
to Western Approaches 6 Wairs (W or V class 
destroyers converted to A.A.) or sloops with 
good H.A. armament. Convoys on the East 
Coast will for the present be escorted by 
only one sloop.

Jfcsfr. threat
in NT.W.----
Approaches.

/  Fighter Command • • • •
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SITUATION REPORT.

Enemy A ir  A c t i v i t y .  (C on td .)

At.-A. th re a t  
In  N.W. 
Appr o a c h e s . 
( Contd

F ig h te r  Command w i l l  p rov id e  g r e a te r  
p r o t e c t io n , though h a l f  the passage i s  
done d u rin g  dark hours when such 
p r o t e c t io n  cannot be p ro v id e d . C .in  C. 
R osyth  and C .in  C. Nore warn the 
A dm ira lty  that to  run e a s t  co a s t  convoys 
o f  50 or more sh ip s  w ith  on ly  one e s c o r t  
v e s s e l  i s  t o  in cu r  v ery  grave r i s k .
C .in  C. R o s y th 's  rem aining s lo o p s  have 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  speed t o  d e a l w ith  E .b o a ts  
and la c k  A .A . guns t o  d e a l w ith  a i r c r a f t .
In  view  o f  the s i t u a t io n  in  the N.W. 
A pproaches the r e s o u r ce s  o f  C oa sta l Command 
w i l l  be c o n ce n tra te d  on the p r o t e c t io n  o f  
sh ip p in g  in  the area t o  the maximum ex ten t 
p o s s ib le .  Bomber Command w i l l  take over a 
p r o p o r t io n  o f  the d u t ie s  now perform ed by 
C oasta l Command in  the North Sea.

y\c3^^>'1 l i f t  , WESTMINSTER and Convoy F .S£22 were bombed
t h is  m orning o f f  O rfo rd n ess . No sh ip s  were 
h i t .
The ra ilw a y  l in e  t o  the dockyard  at Dover 
was cut d u rin g  a i r  a t ta c k  th is  a fte r n o o n .

S .S . ICELAND a s t r a g g le r  from  Convoy 
H .G .53 i s  c la im ed  by a German b ro a d ca st  t o  
have been sunk and the crew ,taken 
p r is o n e r s  o f  war about The sh ip  Jiad
h er s te e r in g  gear damaged by a i r  a t ta c k  
on 1 0 /2  in  36s  3 3 ' N. 17 ° 58 ' W.
The Germans a l s o  c la im  that S .S . KOSMOS 
(N orw egian) s a i l in g  in  the B r it i s h  s e r v ic e ,  
was in te r c e p te d  and brought to  a French 
p ort by German naval f o r c e s  la s t  Septem ber.
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SITUATION REPORT.

iv-lnlnK.

P.O. Humber requires at least two vessels 
capable of sweeping acoustic or magnetic 
mines, with good A.A. armament. His existing 
sweepers cannot deal with the mines which are 
being continuously laid near Humber Light 
Vessels.
S.S. CABENDA was mined and sunk in Swansea Bay 
this morning.

Blyth was opened this morning. Port Talbot 
is closed to ships with I.C. engines.

south Atlantic.

S.S. CLAN OGILVY reported sighting a submarine 
at 1900 G.M.T. today In 7° 18' N. 14° 26* W., 
about 120 miles S.W. of Freetown.
C.in C. S.A. considers this doubtful.

Mediterranean.

Malta
harbours
mined.

About 10 enemy aircraft dropped mines at 
early dawn today, in both harbours, and 2 on 
Valetta. A.A. guns hit and blew up one mine. 
Considerable damage was caused.

/ Kastelorizo evacuated • • •



956

War Diary.

Kastelorizo
evacuated.

Mining of 
Suez Canal.

ROVER

MOST SECRET.

28.2.1941.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean. (Contd.).

Owing to continued heavy air attacks and the 
landing of reinforcements by the enemy our 
force was withdrawn from Kastelorizo last 
night. During the withdrawal JAGUAR fired 
torpedoes at a ship in the inner harbour, 
believed successfully, and engaged and hit 
an enemy destroyer which succeeded in 
escaping.

M. A/S B. No . 3. was damaged by a mine in the Suez Canal today

ROVER is to join C.in C. China.

East Indies.

C.in C. E.I. has ordered shipping in the 
Mozambique Channel as a temporary measure 
into north and south bound lanes each 40 
miles wide, the inner lane about 20 miles 
from the coast.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.

Western A.T. 1823/21. In exercising operational
Patrol. control of the Western Patrol, F.O.c .N.a .

has full authority to alter patrols or 
operate the ships as he thinks fit, informing 
Admiralty and F.O.C.M.P. of the action taken. 
(A.C.N.S. T. 0014/28 to F.O.C.N.P.).

Six Wairs 
or Sloops 
for W.A. 
Command.

The air threat in the North Western Approaches 
requires a redistribution of anti-aircraft 
vessels.
2. It is therefore necessary, as a first and 
immediate measure, to transfer six Walrs or 
sloops v/ith good high-angle armament to 
reinforce C.in C. We stern Approaches.
3. It is accepted that convoys on the East 
coast shall for the present be escorted by 
one sloop only. It has further been accepted 
that Fighter Command will provide greater 
protection and means for implementing this 
are now being considered.
4. Request you will report in the course of 
today the vessels detailed and the expected 
date of transfer.
(V.C.N.S. 1218/28 to C.in C. Rosyth).

Your 1218/28. intend to sail six Wairs as 
follows:
W00LST0N l/3 
WOLSEY 3/3
VALOROUS, VIVIEN,VANITY, 4/3 
VICEROY 7/3
My remaining sloops have no suitable H.A. 
armament. I would have much preferred to 
sent them. Without speed to compete with 
E.boats or A.A. guns to deal with aircraft 
they are far less value to me that Wairs. 
While fully realising the urgent requirements 
of C.in C. W.A. I consider that to run FS and 
FN convoys with only one escort vessel is 
incurring very grave risk. One escort can 
afford scanty protection to a convoy and 
cannot keep it together. Further she can 
afford little aid to its navigation which is 
so important on the East Coast. I would 
suggest that the three ships mentioned in 
your 173l/l0/2/41 relieve three of the Wairs

/ I am now sending
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy. (Contd.)

I am now sending as soon as they are ready 
as these latter ships are thoroughly 
conversant with the East coast convoy route.

<T> in-fth f.k'IH+r'i(C.in G. Rosyth 1720/28). £  -

The shortage of Tugs at Scapa and the fact 
that there is no tug stationed at Kirkwall 
is seriously impeding Salvage operations in 
this area. WILLIAM HASTIE would have been 
refloated yesterday but Tug ALLIGATOR sent 
from Scapa for this purpose had to go to the 
assistance of WAZIRISTAN which was dragging 
ashore. WAZIRISTAN was towed clear but 
WILLIAM HASTIE with no tug in attendance drove 
further up reef and flooded throughout.
She is now lying on her side and will almost 
certainly become a total loss. It is 
suggested that an additional tug for Scapa and 
a tug permanently stationed at Kirkwall is the 
minimum requirement for carrying out work 
efficiently. (C.S.V.O. Lyness 1250/28 to A.C.O.S.).

%  1459/15. Intend TORBAY should now join (S) 
2 at Halifax in place of TAKU who will join 
(S) 3 after repairs. (F.O.S. 1653/28).

In view of situation in North Western 
Approaches decision has been made to concentrate 
resources of Coastal Command on the protection 
of shipping in this area to the maximum extent 
possible. Proportion of the duties now 
performed by Coastal Command in North Sea to 
be taken over by your command. Request you 
arrange immediate consultation with C.in C. 
Coastal Command with a view to discussing 
resources and methods of meeting requirements 
and report to Air Ministry decisions reached. 
Assistance may also involve, diversion of part 
of 2 Group effort to take over operations 
against enemy submarine bases hitherto under
taken by 53 and 59 squadrons Coastal Command 
in order to release latter squadrons for 
further reinforcing North Sea patrols.

/ Separate confirmed
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Air
Protection 
in N.W. 
Approaches. 
(C£ntd.) ‘

Separate confirmed instructions regarding 
such operations will be issued as soon as 
your report after consultation with C.in G. 
Coastal Command is received You should 
take it that these detachments may be 
required for period of at least two months. 
(Air Ministry to C.in C. Bomber Command. 
Reed. 1820/28).

M.G.B's in 
More Command. 
Proposed 
fitting with 
Asdics.

it is intended to employ M.G.B’s allocated 
to the Nore Command as anti E-boat patrols 
for which they are urgently required.
It is considered that they would be far 
more effective if fitted v/ith asdics or some 
form of under water listening gear. Request 
information whether this is possible.
(C.in C. More 2144/28 to R.A.C.F.).

Defence of U.K.

M M . At 2330/27 (D.C. 0002/28) At 1130/28
(D.C. 1205/28) At 2330/28 (D.C. 2234/28).

Movements.

DUNEDIN. Cancel my 1206/26 and 2330/27.
DUNEDIN will not act as Escort to 0.G.54. 
(C.in C. W.A. 0131/28 to LINCOLN).

PEGASUS. Your 1815/20. Sailed PEGASUS to rendezvous
with 0.B.291 000° Altacarry 8 miles at 1200/28. 
(F.0. Belfast 0430/28 to C.in C. W.A.).

/REPULSE 
ZULU 
NAPIER 
B0ADICEA
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HOME COMMANDS.

M ovem ents. (C o n td . )

On c o m p le t io n  o f  n ig h t  B .P .T .  f i r i n g  ZULU jo in  
NAPIER e a s t  o f  Swona a t  2130 tod a y  and p ro ceed  
in  company t o  R o sy th . Speed i s  t o  be 
a d ju s te d  to  a r r i v e  May I s la n d  lOOO/l th en ce  
speed  t o  R osy th  i s  not t o  exceed  n in e  k n o ts .
2 . NAPIER , ZULU, w ith  BOADICEA now a t  R osy th  
p ro v id e  e s c o r t  f o r  REPULSE t o  G reenock .
3 . When r e le a s e d  NAPIER p ro ceed  t o  G lasgow 
f o r  re^E iirs  and a l t e r a t i o n s .
ZULU and BOADICEA a re  t o  r e tu rn  t o  Scapa. 
(R .A .D . 0915/28 ).

A .M . 1731/10. A n t ic ip a t e  LUDLOW, LEEDS, and 
LEWES w i l l  be re a d y  t o  s a i l  abou t l l / 3 .
(C . in  C. P lym outh 1105/28 ).

T ra w le r  L in e s  t o n ig h t .  3 t r a w le r s .  
(A .C .O .S . 1536/28 ).

P o s i t io n s  a t  0800, 1 s t March and movements 
f o r  f o l l o w in g  24 h ou rs .
(F .O .S .  1748728 and 1831/28 ).

You may meet 0 .10  on p a ssa ge . S i tu a t io n  
2000/28. Submarine H .32 pass t o  SALADIN. 
(S .3  2236/28 t o  H .3 2 ) .

B r i t i s h  A i r  A c t i v i t y .

“ToJicfc’
" PGGKM* postpon ed  f o r  to d a y .

(C . in  C. Plym outh 0952/28 t o  H .Q .E .C .K
My 1930/22 and 1604/26. R equ est may
be ex ten d ed  as f o l l o w s
2/3 0900 -  1400
3/3 1100 -  1600
4/3 1100 -  1300
5/3 1100 -  1300.
(C . in  C. Plym outh 2111/28 t o  H .Q .F .C . ) .

/  P a t r o ls
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MOST SECRET.

2 8 .2 .1 9 4 1 .
F r i d a y .

HOME COMMANDS.

B r i t i s h  A i r  A c t i v i t y .  (C o n td . )

The f o l l o w i n g  p a t r o l s  a re  b e in g  f l o w n  tod ay  
m&£ SA, IA  , SA , 2. SA. 3.
( C . i n  G. R osy th  1105/3 ) .

# "SLm J
My 1729/26 and 1421/27 Sfs&V-g- postponed  a 
f u r t h e r  24 h ou rs .

* (N .C .S .O .  Fa lmouth 1243/28 t o  N .C .S .O .
Dartmo u t h ) . "Zja.mtti.t1' " Ou.-nM.H 
288. and postponed
24 hours ow ing t o  w e a th e r .
( C . i n  C. Plymouth 1306/28 t o  H . Q . F . C . ) .
My 1306. D e l e t e  &&&&.'• SU**.',
( C . i n  G. P lymouth 1450/2S ). „
My 1243/28 c a n c e l l e d ,  s a i l i n g  1800/28
(N .C .S .O .  Falmouth 1452/28 t o  N .C .S .O .  
D a r tm ou th ) .
My 1452/28. s a i l e d  l e s s  FARE I  ELD.
(N .C .S .O .  Falmouth 1850/28 t o  N .C .S .O .  
D a r tm o u th ) .

l e a v i n g  Mount B a t t e n  a t  1630One _____________  ________ 0 ______
on A/S s ea rch  a l o n g  you r  t r a c k .
( C . i n  C. Plymouth 1602/28 t o  CLEVELAND).

T o t a l  bom bing r e s t r i c t i o n s  
a r ran ged  f rom  d a y lig h t/ 3 / 3  
( S . 5 .  1825/28 ).

i n  T .B .R .4 0  a r e  
t o  darkn ess/4/3 .
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,/ar Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity.

ANCHISES. 
(Bombed 
27/2.)

ANCHISES located in 055 17’ N . , 012°
59’ W. , at 0030. Possibility of* salving 
good if taken in tow soon. Am searching
for boats to leeward. Part of crew still 
on board. (ENCHANTRESS 0050/28, F.O.I.C. 
Greenock 1930/28 to SUPERMAN.)

ANCHISES'. (C. in C. W.A. , 0133/28, to 
FREESIA.)
Request aircraft at daylight to provide 
air protection and assist in location of 
6 lifeboats with 150 survivors last seen 
6 miles W.S.W. (ENCHANTRESS 0202/28.) 

ANCHISES.
Proceeding. Ship may not last till 
daylight in risen sea. Help for part of 
survivors urgently required. (ENCHANTRESS 
0347/28.)
Your 0202. Keep a good look out for 
A/C which will be sent to assist in 
search if able to take off. (C. in C.W.A., 
0513/28 to ENCHANTRESS.)
Remaining crew abandoning ship at dav/n 
very heavy v/eather 0505/28. (ANCHISES 
0515/28.)
Approx., position AHCHISES at 1250/28,
055° 1 6 ’ N . , 012° 47’ W.(C. in C. W.A. , 
1531/28, to FREESIA, MAN OF WAR.) 
Following from N.O.i/c Londonderry begins. 
Following received from KINGCUP via 
aircraft have picked up six loads. One 
boat still missing am searching till dusk 
then request permission to return.
1745 ends. (C. in C. W.A., 2058/28, to 
Adty.,).
Your 17^6. Well done. Return to 
harbour with survivors. (C. in C. W.A., 
2211/28, to KINGCUP.).

0 1 4  i+O ' W « ,  U i+ U  J  M 1 U I ) S .  ^ V¥JLJ.NUi.ll^LSEA

0919/ 28. )

ANCHISES. If in vicinity pass through position of

LEEDS CITY 
(Bombed 26/2.)

Tow has parted. LEEDS CITY, proceeding 
under own power at about 3 knots.
Am escorting, p.c. and s. 054° 04’ N.,

/My 0919/28
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2EL__21_J±1. Friday.War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

4££2>S CiTy
(L tthUJ) a*/aj 
CrTih .

\

Enemy Air Activity Contd.
My 0919/28. LEEDS CITY reports engine 
unuseable with engine-room and boiler- 
room flooded. Bulkheads hold at present. 
I hope to take ship in tow again later 
this afternoon when weather moderates.

•

Request tug may be sent to take over as 
soon as possible also relief surface 
escort. (WINCHELSEA 1330/28.)
My 1330/28. Tow has carried away a 
second time. LEEDS CITY now reports 
unable to keep steam. Intend to attempt 
to tow again at daylight if weather per
mitting, at present quite unsuitable. 
Request information whether tug and air 
protection are available. 54° 25’ N. ,
12 44* W. (WINCHELSEA 2140/28.)
MAN OF WAR in company with SUPERMAN 
proceed to assist LEEDS CITY reported 
054 18’ N.,013° 09’ W., at 1200/28, 
with WINCHELSEA standing by. WINCHELSEA 
inform MAN OF WAR position course ajad 
speed and remain in company until nec
essary to return for fuel.(C. in C.
W.A. 2226/28.)

BLACKTOFT 
•( Bombed 2 7 /2 .)

S.S. BLACKTOFT damaged by bomb in engine 
room after aircraft attack near position 
"Z" about lbOO/2 7 . Nov/ in tow of Tug 
KENIA and expected to arrive Harv/ich 
1100 today. WIDGEON escorting. No report 
of casualties. (C. in C. Nore 1007/28.) 
Tug KENIA towing S.S. BLACKTOFT arrived 
at 1236. (F.O.I.C. Harv/ich 1244/28.)

Convoy
F.S.i/22.

p|

oEnemy bombing Convoy /sfiijiiiA in 52 3 ’ N. , 
1° 47’ E. (WESTMINSTER 1127/28.)
My 1127. 2 Bombs no hits.(WESTMINSTER 
1130/28.)

AMSTELLAND. 
tBombed 2b/2. ) My 1345/27, and my 1703/27- AMSTELLAND 

abandoned and sinking in 054° 10* or 
00' N. , 014° 38* W. Drifting eastv/ards. 
Crew 45 on board VANQUISHER. Consider 
unlikely she v/ill last under present 
weather conditions until arrival of tug. 
Am searching to westv/ard for BEURSPLEIN. 
(VANQUISHER 1610/28.).

/BEURSPLEIN,
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity. Contd.
BEURSPLEIN My 1610/28. Have been unable to locate
(Bombed 25/2.) BEURSPLEIN. Am returning to base with

157 survivors and body of late Captain 
of AMSTELLA1TD. (VANQUISHER 1955/28.)

CLEVELAND You have been reported by enemy air-
TYNEDALE. craft. (C. in C. Plymouth 1732/28, to

CLEVELAND, TYNEDALE. )

Dover and
Folkestone
bombed.

At li|10 today single enemy aircraft 
dropped four bombs in Dover cutting 
railway line to dockyard and damaging 
house property. No casualties. At 
1630 one bomber escorted by four fighters 
dropped four bombs between Folkestone 
Pier and Copt Point. No damage or 
casualties reported. (V.A. Dover 18L1/28)

Mining.

Blyth. My 0911/27. Port of Blyth is now open. 
(N.O.I.C. Blyth 0902/28.)

Z.M.E.21. My 1632/27. Weather unsuitable. Opera
tion postponed till p.m. 1st. March. 
(PLOVER 1002/28.)

Port
Talbot.

Ships fitted with I.C. engines are not 
to enter or leave Port Talbot until 
further orders. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 
1150/28.).

/Humber
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War Diary.
28. 2. 41. 
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.
x

Mining Contd.

Humber. 
Two more 
Sweepers 
requested

Mines are continuously being laid 
near Humber Light vessels and there 
are strong indications that they have 
also been dropped in Q. Z.S.120, 132, 
205, 206. My existing LL and SA 
vessels cannot deal with this and it 
is essential that at least two vessels 
capable of sweeping acoustic or 
magnetic mines with good A A armament 
should be allocated to Humber.
(F.O.Humber 1152/28.)

Enemy Intelligence^

Knowledge 
of British 
Minefield
off
Stavanger.

My 2347/10 and QZX 262, it is reported 
that on 8th January a Swedish ship was 
routed by German Naval Authorities at 
Egersund to clear a British minefield 
stated to have been laid recently in 
area enclosed by a line joining 58° 48* 
N. , 5° 18’ E. , to 58° 36’ N. , 5° 18’ E. , 
and by lines at 90° from these two 
points to the Norwegian Coast. Master 
was told that minefield had only just 
been laid. (D.D.I.C. 1358/28.)
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F.O.I.C. Humber 1152/28. No ships to 
meet Humber's requirements can be 
spared from other commands. C. in C. 
Nore is requested to assist as far as 
is possible with sweeping forces from 
the Nore Command. (D.M.S. 1950/28.)

CABENDA 
(British 
534 tons.)

Mined in 51° 34’ N. , 3° 54’.8,,-W. 
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1209/28.)

Hartlepool. At 1215/28. One Acoustic Mine detonated 
by S.A. Trawler. Details. (N.O.I.C. 
Hartlepool 1449/28.)

• i

French
Coast.

A.C.N.S. (H) 1547/28, to C. in C. 
Plymouth. See Operations Volume.

Iceland. My 2120/22. 6th mine now rendered safe 
and three further British mines dealt 
with as follows. Further unconfirmed 
reports North Coast. (F.O.I.C. Iceland 
1725/28.)

Searches 
of War 
Channel.

My 1159/27. Operations postponed 24 
hours and v/ill be completed on 2nd. , 
March in advance of ship. (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1800/28, to REPULSE.)

Enemy Intelligence.
Suspicious
Vessel.

<

In 47° 02’ N. 24° 10' W. MORGENEN 
following by suspicious vessel.
(Land's End Radio 0947/28.)
Intercept at 1038 G.M.T., From Valentia 
Radio. From MORGENEN cancel my QQQQ. 
1035/28. (Valentia 1039/28.)
QQQQ. MORGENEN. Suspicious vessel still 
near. (Valencia Radio 1101/28.)
MORGENEN stopped by suspicious vessel 
1046/28, position at 0947 47 02’ N.
24° 10'W. (Valentia Radio 1150/28.)

/knowledge
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War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

28.2.1941.Friday.

Shipping & Convoys.
General.
Code words_ 
for groups 
of merchant 
ships.

Permanent Code words are allotted to 
escorted groups of merchant vessels sailing 
as follows: (a) Dartmouth to Ne§dlesJ'4/**>M«-''

(b) Dartmouth to1(̂ FalmQUth (c)
Falmouth to Dartmouth (d) Falmouth to
Hart land Point Hto k **L \
2. These groups sail so as to "be in following 
positions half an hour after sunset: (a)
and (b) 50 17 N. 03 30 W. (c) and (d) 49 
54 N. 05 12 W.
3. Groups require cover from time of 
leaving port until dark and from dawn 
following morning until arrival or dark 
average speed of 7 knots.
4. Future requests for cover for these
groups are to be made to C.,,inC. Plymouth 
in form "Request cover for 17th
February".
(C. in 0. Plymouth 1110/28 to N.0.I/C 
Falmouth, H.Q.F.C., N.O.i/c Dartmouth, 
H.Q.C.G).

Use of own_
weapons
against
aircraft
by merchant
ships.

Operations by German aircraft against 
shipping at sea in the Western Approaches 
are increasing, and take place outside the 
present range of fighter protection from 
U.K.
(B) It is of the first importance that 
all Merchant Ships should make the most 
effective possible use of their own guns 
and weapons if attacked.
(C) Attacks usually take place at a low 
altitude and one Fockewulf bomber has 
already been shot down by machine gun fire. 
Essential that machine gun fire should be 
withheld until the aircraft is within 
effective range. (I.E. 1000 yards or less).
(D) It does not appear that the P.A.G. 
weapons where fitted, has yet been brought 
into frequent use, although this weapon 
may prove very effective if properly used.
(E) N.C.S.O’s are requested to impress 
these remarks on all masters.
(F) F.Os i/c and N.Os i/c are requested 
to take action forthwith to ensure that 
the necessary technical instruction is 
given to all concerned. (C. in G. W.A. 
1608/ 28).

/Anchor
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War Diary,

General.
(contd)

Anchor
lights
too
"bright.

Machine 
guns and 
manning.

Coastal Convoys 
P.S.

P.N. 18, iMg

W.N. 92.

W.N. 91.

W.N.U. 91.

HOME COMMANDS.

28.2. m i.Friday.

Shi-p-ping & Convoys.

Recent aerial reconnaissance disclosed that, 
in some cases, anchor lights of merchant 
vessels were visible from ft considerable 
altitude.The attention of Masters is to be drawn 
to A.M.S.I. 21+3, paragraph (A) 5 and N.C.S.O's 
should take steps to ensure their compliance 
with these regulations. (D.T.D. 19j>7/28).

Ref. Adty. 151+6/27 scale of equipment of 
Military Personnel in ocean going ships 
should be one machine gun per man.
The Coastal Shuttle Service is to continue 
to be equipped with only one Military gun 
per two men.D.E.M.S. Officers should arrange with A.L.O s 
that as far as possible each of the two 
Military personnel in team should have the 
same type of gun. (D.T.D. 2101+/28).

E.T.A. (WALLACE 001+5/28) 25 ships (F.O.I.C. 
Tyne 0951/28) Absentees (0952/28).

Arrived (N.C.S.O. Methil 0815/28) Absentees 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 0953/28) Humber ships arrived 
(N.C.S.O. Humber, 1015/28) Tyne ships 
arrived (F.O.I.C. Tyne 1601+/28).

0905/28, escorts, 1 ship (N.C.S.O. Clyde 
0925/28).

Ships for (N.C.S.O. Lyness, 10t>0/28) E.T.A. 
Dummet Head (PIROUETTE 1700/28) Ships and 
destinations (N.C.S.O. Aultbea 1923/23).

1600/28. Unescorted, 17 ships. 6 kites. 
(N.C.S.O. Aultbea 175U/28).

/F.S. 22
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War Diary,

Coastal Convoys, 
(conta).

P.S. 22. i+y-i- 

P.N. k- 1 ̂

F.N. ISU. •+>$ 
P.S. 2^, 10.V

E.N. 79. 
W.N. 92.

O. B.C. 291.

P. S.
P.N

P.S. '21. L̂ x 1

P.S. '2§. ^2.5 
P.S. 26. if7.L

969

HOME COMMANDS.

28.2.19iU. 
Friday.

Ship-ping & Convoys.

KENTWOOD returned (P.O.I.C. Tyne 1151/28).

0832/28, 36 ships (N.C.S.O. Thames 10U4/28). 
List of ships and destinations (N.C.S.O. 
Thames 1239/28, 1507/28) 7 ships and 1 H.M. 
Tug and 17 trawlers from Humber to join at 
62 D Buoy (N.C.S.O. Humber 17^0/28).
Your 1 8 5 owing to strong following wind 
and sea am considerably ahead of time and 
expect to arrive at 62 D for Dupp Buoy 0830. 
Ship will have great difficulty in steering 
if speed is reduced, present speed of 
convoy 6i knots. (VIVIEN 1920/28 to C. in C. 
Nore).
VIVIEN’s 1835 not to all addressees. LADY 
PHILOMENA is to be detached at 62 D Buoy 
to await ships joining P.N. from Humber. 
F.N.4I9 should reduce speed if circumstances 
permit to allow Humber contingent to overtake 
during day. LADY PHILOMENA is to proceed 
to overtake P.S.^2i+ as soon as Humber ships 
join P.N. convoy. (C. in C. Nore 2225/28 to 
VIVIEN, VANITY, LADY PHILOMENA N.O.C. Humber). 
Ships (as N.C.S.O. Humber 17^+0/28) Joined 
(C. in C. Rosyth 2251/28).

POWEY to act as additional A/A escort E.N 79» 
On meeting transfer to W.N. 92. Code words 
(C. in C. Rosyth 0915/28).

List of ships (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0930/28,
1015/28).

Forecast of sailing (C. in C. Rosyth lj>17/28) 
Amendment to 1852/23 (P.O.I.C. Harwich 
1707/28).

Arrived except k (N.C.S.O. Thames lj>2l/28).

Escorts - amendment to 1650/21 (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1321/28).

/P.S. 22
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War Diary. 28.2.19U1.Friday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Coastal Convoys, 
(contd).

Shiuninjac & Convoys.

P. S . ^ 2 ^  L+. SL X. In Barrow Deem (N.C.S.O. Thames li+OO/28) 
Arrived except (ships) (N.C.S.O. Thames200*4/28).

E.N. 78. Position (A.c.O.S. 1J+25/28).

Plymouth
sailings. C. in C. Plymouth 11+55/28.

P.S. ^  9 - ^ Sailed 1^00/28. 8 ships (N.C.S.O. Methil 1*4-51/28) List of ships and destinations. 
(P.O.I.C. Tyhe 1606/28) 5 ships join from 
Humber (C. in C. Rosyth 2233/28) Sailed 
with VICEROY and COTSWOLD (C. in C. Rosyth 2359/28).

F • s • U Destinations (N.C.S.O. Humher 1505/28)
Humber ships arrived (N.C.S.O. Humber 23*4.1/2 8)

W.N. 91. 
E.N. 78. Positions and crossing tracks. (G. in C. 

W. A. 155*4/28).

Portsmouth
night
movements.

C. in C. Portsmouth 1555/28 .

P.N. i?, Tyne ships arrived except 3 (P.O.I.C. TyneI6OU/2 8).

Unescorted
sailings. N.C.S.O. Dartmouth 1952/28.

YEWTREE. Reported at anchor off Yarmouth (N.C.S.O. 
Thames 1931/28 to C. in C. Nore etc. 
further to his 1521/28 re non-arrival).
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Ocean Convoys.
Shipping & Convoys.

H e  V  S7S.

O.G. 54* DUNEDIN. 
S.S. PROME.

Cancel ray 1206/26 and 2330/27. DUNEDIN 
will not act as escort to O.G. 54 S.S.
PROME is to proceed to Freetown in accordance 
with original sailing orders given her at 
Milford Haven. (C. in C. W.A. 01^1/28 to 
LINCOLN).

O.B. 291. EMPIRE SWAN, E.T.A. (N.cf.S.0. Belfast 
0915/28).

O.B.C. 291. 0125/28, escort RAMSEY, 18 ships (5 with 
kites) (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0130/28).

O.B. 297. My 1657/27. Sails Liverpool 13/3 (0. in C. 
W.A., 0939/28).

O.B.O. 291. Sailed 0530/28, escort CALDWELL, 12 ships. 
(N.C.S.O. Oban 0955/28).

O.B.O. 292. 0730 /l. Escort ST. APOLLO, one ship 
(N.C.S.O. Oban 1615/28). —  cJL%~o f- ̂

O.B.C. 293 0100/4, 18 ships (N.C.S.O. Clyde 1002/28 
amended 1004/2/^).

H.X. 108. Arrived Cape Clear (N.G.S.O. Mersey 1325/28).

O.G. 54. Lost contact. Asking for p.c. and s.
(DIANELLA to C. in C. W.A. 0945/28).

O.G. 55. KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE to R.V. with for passage 
to Gib. (N.O.I.C. Liverpool 1705/28).

O.B. 292. Cancel sailing tel. (N.C.S.O. Belfast 1200/28) Ships and destinations (N.C.S.O. 
Mersey 1601/28).

/S.C. 22
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HOME COMMANDS.

Ocean Convoys, 
(contd).

Shi oping & Convoys.

S.C. 22. WESTERN MAID, TROMPENBERG arrived (N.C.S.O, 
Belfast 11+55/28) Clyde arrivals (N.C.S.O. 
Clyde 1835/28).

S.C. 21+. Sailing telegram (S.C.N.O. Halifax 1523/28)

O.B.E. 292. Sailed 1525/28. 11 ships one kite (N.C.S.O. Mersey 1602/28).

H.X. 113. Destinations in reply to his 1201/27 
(D.T.D. 1851+/28 to N.C.S.O. Bermuda).

H.G. 55. Destinations (D.T.D. 1929/28).

H.X. 109. Your 1602+ (Request for report of position 
of H.X. 109) Convoy lost in gale early 
27/2. Present position unknown they are 
probably scattered. (BURNHAM 1701/28 to
a .c .w .a ;.
Your 1701/28. What was position of convoy 
when last seen and time. What was position 
of MALCOLM when last seen. What is your position now. Attention ip drawn to 
W A G O  0154. (0. in C. W.A. 1916/28 
to BURNHAM).

0.B. 292. Escort ARAB from Liverpool until main 
escort is met. AMBUSCADE,Fr. Destroyer 
OURAGAN,HOLLYHOCK,DANEMAN,KING SOL,from 
Clyde. ST. APOLLO from Oban, S.O. AMBUSCADE. 
Sloop ABERDEEN. (D., Greenock 1755/28 to 
C. in C. W.A).

H.X. 111. My 1126/27. H.X. Ill is now routed (as follows) and should therefore pass clear 
of all addressees. (R.A. 3 B.S. 1852/28 
to various).
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hull utfcVy Canvoyi. 
KItaTAKY .- e & g if& fe .

FORTH.
HESPERUS.
HURRICANE.
BATORY.

T.C. 9.

ABOSSO.
CITY OF PARIS.

ARAWA.

STRATHMORE.
REPULSE.
FURIOUS.
ALCANTARA.
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HOME COMMANDS.

28.2.1941.
Friday.

Ship-ping & ConvoyB. (contd).

Sailed for Halifax in accordance with 
Adty. 1401/22/2 1635/22/2 and C. in C. W.A. 
2234/23/2. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 0008/28).

Following arrived Clyde. DUCHESS OF YORK 
ORONTES T.C. 9. (N.C.S.O. Clyde 0800/28).

Sailed 28/2. E.T.A. 13/3. Latter if not 
calling Freetown E.T.A. Capetown 21/3. 
(N.C.S.O. Mersey 1450/28).*
1450 sailed CITY OF PARIS and ABOSSO 
escorted hy BRIGHTON and BROADWAY. (N.O.I.C. 
Liverpool 1630/28).

Sailed in accordance with Admiralty 1727/22/2 
and 1357/24 /2. E.T.A. Freetown l600Z/13th 
March. (N.O.I. C. Greenock 2000/28).

My 2144/15. Routes.
(A.C.N.S. H. 2247/28 and 2248/28). 
Admiralty 2144/15 Para (3) Does this 
include A/S screen for ship referred to in 
para (2). (C. in C. H.F. 1901/28).
Your 1901/28. Yes. Eight destroyers are 
"being provided "by C. in C. W.A. assisted 
"by C. in C. Portsmouth for this convoy and 
escort, when they sail from the U.K. 
(A.C.N.S(H) 2315/28);
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28. 2. i+i. 
Friday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

Proceed best speed to assist TAKU broken 
down in 056° 36' N, 021° 07’ W. , at 
2100/27> and drifting to southward. Take 
herQin tow and proceed to 056° 30’ N. ,
011+ W. , irfien condition permits. Present 
area for total bombing restriction will 
remain in force until further orders.
(C. in C. W.A. 0118/28, to ENCHANTRESS.)
TAKU is roughly equidistant between Iceland 
and a U.K. port.
2. Existing commitments in the vicinity 
of the U.K. will make it exceedingly 
difficult to provide adequate air and 
surface escort for this very slow tow.

3* Request therefore you will consider 
TAKU proceeding to Iceland in the first 
instance. (A.C.N.S.H. 1351+/28 to F.O.S.)
Important to keep W/T silence. C. in C. 
W.A. and F.O. (S; will keep you fully 
informed of measures being taken to assist 
you. (F.O.S. 11+59/28, to TAKU.).
TAKU was disabled in about 056° 36’ N.,
021° 07’ W., yesterday evening with 
fractured hydroplane gear, externally to 
hull and is unable to move owing to 
KITCHEN rudder. ENCHANTRESS is proceeding 
to her assistance. (F.O.S. 1652/28, and 
1932/28.)
Proceed forthwith as ordered in my 0118/28, 
to assist. TAKU. (C. in C. W.A. 221+7/28, 
to ENCHANTRESS. )
Your 135li/28, which was received at 2115/28. 
In considering this course of action earlier 
today I rejected it since I considered the 
U-boat and air menace to be less hazardous 
than the difficulty in towing the S/M beam 
on to the prevailing wind towards Iceland.

/Furthermore....
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War Diary.

I A K U  C im J : .

MEMPHIS.

9

O

28. 2. i+L. 
Friday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS. Contd.

Furthermore throughout the passage to 
Iceland the S/M would he getting further 
and further from any additional towing 
facilities that might he required. I 
have been in communication with C. in C. 
W. A . , who is considering both alterna
tives and I am happy to abide by his 
decision. (P.O.S. 2351/28, to Admty.)

5.0. 5. MEMPHIS position 56° 22+’ N. 9° 50’ 
W . » requires assistance. (Malin Head 
0U06/28.) Needs immediate assistance 
filling with water, de GKU. (Malin Head 
T.O.R. 0525/28.)

Proceed position 056° 4̂0' N. , 010° 20’ W. » 
to assist MEMPHIS.(C. in C. W.A. 0538/28, 
to COREOPSIS.)

5.0. 5. from MEMPHIS needs immediate 
assistance, slowly filling with water, 
position 56° 2+5' N . , 10° 20’ W., water 
increasing, engine room fires out, four 
hours heavy sea, torpedoed Norwegian 
crew on board, boat space not available. 
(Seaforth Radio 1020/28.)

Corrected position MEMPHIS 100 miles 
290° Inistrahull. (Port Patrick Radio 
1059/28.)

Correct position of MEMPHIS 100 miles 
290° from Inistrahull. Hudson aircraft is 
being sent to assist.(C. in C. W.A., 
1237/28, to COREOPSIS.)

Things are serious. Engine-room full 
stern nearly under. (Portpatrick Radio 
182+0/ 28.)

/Conditions
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS. Contd.

Conditions worse, one t>oat washed away, 
the other on high side. (MEMPHIS 2323/28.)
MEMPHIS now reports her position at 1500 
was approx. 055° 50’ N., 008° 30’, W.,
(C. in C. W.A., 1526/28, to COREOPSIS.)
From MEMPHIS. Can’t last much longer. 
Please send help. Position 56° 08’ N.,
9° 28’ W. (Port Patrick Radio 1557/28.)

ashore in heavy gale at Reykjavik, Total 
loss. Crew saved. (D.S.T.O. Iceland 
1200/28.)

Works, Glasgow from RODDAN. H.P.Turbine 
Gland partly stripped dummy severely 
rubbed blading undamaged. Piece file 
between impulse wheel and dummy spindle 
eccentric eight mils. H.P. Turbine Gland 
and dummy rubbed blading undamaged. 
Examination proceeding. Ends. T.0.0. 
1509/27. Ends. (F.O.I.C. Glasgow 1255/28. 
to D.N.I.)

(?Essential) (?if nothing is sighted) 
proceed in company to assistance of 
MODAVTA broken down in 062° 01’ IT. ,01 
30’ W., at 13^2/28. PETUNIA report 
situation. (C. in C. W.A. 1652/28, to 
RESTIVE, PETUNIA, PRUDENT.)

SONJA MAERSK. (British Tanker,1909 Tons.). Blown

QUEEN ELIZABETH.
Possible
sabotage.

Following received begins. Addressed k 
F.O.I.C. Glasgow from QUEEN ELIZABETH. 
Please pass following to Strachan Fairfield

(I RICHMOND
KILL.
(British, 
7500 Tons

S.O.S. Position bearing due South from 
Vik. Commodore broken down, require 
assistance. T.O.R. 1115* Ends. 
(Iceland 13UO/28, to Wick.)

/Your 1626/28
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war Diary.

R i c h m o n d  Hiu l . 
Co>\k: -

Tug
situation 
in Greenock 
Area. ‘

DYNAMO.

TOWARD.

CLARKIA.

NORTHERN SUN.

28. 2. 1+1 . 
Friday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS. Contd.

Your 1626/28. RICHMOND HILL broken 
dovm. MODAVIA and six ships, course 
080 degrees, latitude 62° 3°* longitudeJ.8° 
(DOUGLAS 1659/28.)
My 1652/28, for MODAVIA read RICHMOND 
HILL. (C. in C. W.A. 2157/28, to 
RESTIVE, etc.)

Tugs St. OLAVES and SEAMAN are ready for 
sea at Stornaway. SALVONIA and 
NORTHERN SPRAY are proceeding to London
derry in accordance with your instructions. 
MASTADONTE is available at Greenock but is 
unreliable and short range only. No 
assistance has been sent to MEMPHIS. I 
have not yet received your instructions to. 
RESTIVE and PRUDENT. SUPERMAN is pro
ceeding to ANCHISES in accordance with 
your instructions. (F.O.I.C. Greenock 
181+7/28, to C. in C. W.A.)

(British, 809 Tons). Stranded outside 
harbour North of N. Pier trying to enter 
27th. (F.O.I.C. Yarmouth 191+0/28.)
Refloated at 2200/28. (F.O.I.C.Yarmouth
2219/28.).

(Rescue ship) Unable to sail with 
O.B.C. 292 owing to damaged propellor. 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde 2058/28.)

Both life boats stove in, raft washed 
overboard, and raft support carrying 
degaussing gear feed severely buckled 
in north east gale 27th. Main coil 
unaffected. Proceeding towards Minches.
My position 060 degrees 58* N. 009 degrees 
1+2’ W. (CLARKIA 2100/28.)

Commenced pumping stokehold. Hope to 
get leak under control. (Corrupt group) 
continuing to endeavour to make contact. 
(NORTHERN SUN 1815/28 to PETUNIA.)
Have sighted and am close to NORTHERN SUN 
in position 062° 22* N. , 011° 11+' W. 
(PETUNIA 2250/28.)

/From PETUNIA...
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War Diary.

NOPCTHIRN SUN  
truA : .

NEPTUNUS.

LA MOQUEUSE.

28. 2. HI. 
Friday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS. Contd.

From PETUNIA to VIMIERA, VISENDA, am with 
NORTHERN SUN in 062°23«PUC£2’w.course 102 
degrees 2 knots. She requires towing 
to Thorshavn. Will stand hy until you 
arrive indicate time. (Scapa W/T 0001/1.)

Your 1052/27. Netherlands Trawler 
NEPTUNUS is ashore in position one mile 
North East of Sandhead Luce Bay. 
(N.O.I.C. Stranraer 15^5/28 to F.O.I.C. 
Greenock.)

Arrived with defects. (F.O.I.C. Milford 
Haven 1603/28.)
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French
Convoys.

^ IMPERIALIST.

MACON.

Netherlands
S/Ms.

KENYA.

DUNCAN.
VELOX.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.2.19*4-1.Friday.

North Atlantic.
French armed trawler L ’AJACCIENNE passed 
Gibraltar westbound at 1000/27 escorting 
French M.V's OUEDIFLED, (? OUED TIFLET), 
OUED FES, and IPANEMA. French destroyer 
TSMPETE passed Gibraltar eastbound at 
1*4.00/27 escorting French M.V's OUERGHA, 
CAUDEBEC and CHAMPAGNE. (D.O.R. l/3).

Departure for Y.l. (S.O.(i) Gib. 0900/28)

Your 1621/25 arrived Ponta Delgada 18/2.
(S.O.(I) Gib. 1050/28 to N.S.O. (I) 

Freetown).

(a) Netherlands submarines will shortly 
be operating on N.A. Station. They are 
painted as follows.
(b) British communication ratings and 
liaison officers are carried.
(c) Recognition procedure is identical 
with that of British Submarines. S.P's 
are also identical.
(? Informed) first submarines enter station 
about 5/3.
(e) Request authority addressed may warn 
ships about to enter N.A. Station accordingly 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1058/28 to N.A. Station).

Re Adty, 191*+/22 KENYA sails p.m./28 
and expects to pass through (position; 1200 
G.M.T./3/5 steering 155° 18 knots. If 
necessary to ensure meeting KENYA,COMORIN 
must break W/T silence.
(F.O.C.N.A. lli+0/28 to COMORIN).

Departure F.O.C. 10 C.S. in KENYA. 
(S.O. (I) Gibraltar 1600/28).

Pass through 036° 20*N. 008° 00*W.
^ IMPERIALIST sailed 0900/28 for Y one 

decimal point three^MIRROR escorted by 
(GRMJ) (not traceable) is working on 
cable in position seven decimal point seven 
Cape Trafalgar 220°. (F.O.C.N.A. 1211/28 
to DUNCAN, VELOX).

/JASPIS
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JASPIS.

Movements of 
REPULSE, FURIOUS 
W.S.7 etc.

MIRROR.

VERBENA.

Air
Operations.

? S«L»S. 64,
survivors.

ASAKA mARU*.

Unknown
Unit.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.2.1941 • 
Friday.

North Atlantic, (contd).

(B.2.) Tanker JASPIS (Norwegian) left 
Casablanca at ? 1522/25, destination 
stated to he Bordeaux, speed estimated 
8 knots. Manned by crew of"bCTDAIM. My 
tel. No. 2456. (Consul General, Tangier,
T.H.I. 1243/28 to A d m t y ) . * ? b « i*JU~AsL<k 4>(?CT«NE .

Pass following A.Ts to S.O. Force H. 
2144/15, 2258/16, 1323/25. 1103/27 Above 
A.Ts have been repeated to REPULSE. 
(D.D.O.D.(F) 1414/28 to F.O.C.N.A).

My 1211/28. MIRROR now in 035° 55*N. 005° 
48'W. (F.O.C.N.A. 1505/28 to DUNCAN, 
VELOX).

Arrival VERBENA having lost contact with 
convoy 23/2. (S.O. (i;0ib. 1546/28).

Daily Summary. 1 surface recco. east.
1 surface recco. west. Area covered 4° 
W. to 8° W. Flying curtailed by fog. 
(200 Group 1700/28).

My 1217 My 1207 and My 1206/27 $1217/27) 
not to Admiralty. Portuguese representative 
of Marine allows "ARDE0LA" to transport 
survivors to Gibraltar. (N.C.S.O. Lisbon 
1735/28).

Request information whether ASAKA MARU- 
took in oil fuel while in port and full 
particulars of passengers and cargo 
embarked or disembarked also mean draft 
on arrival and departure and any other 
information. (D.N.I. 2006/28 to Consul, 
Bilbao, N.A. Lisbon).

Following D/F bearings obtained by Adty 
of unknown unit at I856 G.M.T./28. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2358/28).
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28.2.191+1.
War Diary. Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

CORNWALL.

South Atlantic.

Simonstown departure 0700/2!. CORNWALL for 
patrol and St. Helena in accordance with 
your 2017/26 and 191+1/27. Speed of advance 
23 knots. E.T.A. St. Helena. (F.O.I.C. 
Simonstown 0715Z/28 to C. in C. S.A).

NOBLE NORA, 
TRANSVALIA. 
EGELAND,
JOHN WILLIAMSON.

Admty 1355/22 and 1236/21+. Arrangements 
"being made for Union Government to 
requisition these vessels subject to 
satisfactory survey and transfer them 
to Admiralty. 0938B/28.

S.S. CANADIAN 
CRUISER.

Overdue shipping CANADIAN CRUISER due 
Durban 26/2 not arrived. (S.Oj(l), Capetown 
091+5/28).

CILICIA. You will be required to sail after fuelling 
to overtake convoy S.L. 67 which commences 
sailing at 0630/1. (C. in C. S.A. 1021N/28 
to CILICIA].

? Ship 
011+8.

Corrupt SSSS distress message intercepted 
by Ascension at 011+8 G.M.T. latitude corrupt 
longitude 018° 20*. Request information 
whether this signal was intercepted 
elsewhere. (C. in C. S.A. 111+2/2° to Admty).

HOLMELEA. Your 1142/28. Following was read at 
011+1/28. SSSS de HOLMELEA 54° 15’ N.
17° 25’ W. HOLMELEA attacked by unknown 
craft machine-gunned. (D.D.I.C. 1805/28 
to C. in C.S.A). 1<f/.

S.L. 67 
escort.

Adty’s 1727/16 and 1915/26 propose 
ARETHUSA relieves MALAYA as escort to 
S.L. 67 in (nosition) at 1200N/14*
(C. in C. S.A. 1327N/28 to F.O.C.N.A).

FURIOUS, 
( M r c - y + j \ V  jfy

My 1403/14. .jOode Word for (A) Operation 
in nara.l - Btthai3&T*(B) Operation in para 
3 - sfiSiBR (C) Embarkation in U.K.

Admty 1403/14 has been repeated 
to REPULSE. (D.O.D.(F) 1^51/28 to C. in C. 
.S.A. F.O.C.N.A. etc).

/PORT
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War Diary.

PORT FREMANTLE.

NIOOLAOU
ZOGRAFIA.
TAXIAROHIS.

OHATEAUROUX.

CYCLAMEN.
CUBA.

KOSMOS.

D.F. bearings.

MOST SECRET.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.2.1941. 
Friday.

South Atlantic, (contd).
Your 1852/20. Check route Between positions 
"E" received as 11° 20’ N. 20° 20* W. and 
"F" received as i+8° 50* N. 28° 05’ W.
(D.T. D. 1^57/28 to Consul, Montevideo).

Your 1921/25. Impossible to bring NICOLAOU 
XOGRAFIA up to slowest convoy speed and 
ship will have to sail independently. Master 
Chief Engineer and crew are willing to 
sail but remaining officers refuse. Understa 
refusal entirely concerning rate of pay. 
Master declines to prosecute. TAXIARCHIS 
sailing in S.L. 67. (N.C.S.O. Freetown 
1508/ 28).

My 1257/26. French express concern at 
risk involved in independent sailing. 
Request your views re alternative. 
(N.C.S.O. Freetown 1609/28).

Arrival 1750/28 CYCLAMEN escorting CUBA. 
(S.O.(l) Freetown 1925N/28).

Norwegian oil refinery ship, 17801 tons, 
German broadcast states intercepted last 
September and taken to a French port. 
KOSMOS left Walvis Bay, S.W. Africa, on 
12/9 for Curacao, D.W.I. (D.S. 545).

Following bearings obtained at 1856/28 
G M T
Text of message FF TAL DGIJ HZA ZNA C. 
(D.D.I.C. 2045/28 to C. in C. S.A., C. in C. 
A and W.I., F.O.C.N.A).

Following bearings obtained at 1617/28 
G.M.T. Possible positions are within 150 
miles of 10° S. 60° E. or approx 29° S. 
78° E. Impossible to estimate which 
position, is to be preferred. (D.D.I.C. 
2500/28 to C. in C. S.A., C. in C. E.I. 
C.O.I.S. Singapore, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).
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REGENT.

Kastelorizo.

FORMIDABLE.

Enemy A/C 
Mining.

Jugoslav
shipping.

Air operations.
Attack on 
Valona.

Attack on 
supply ship.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.2.19U1.Friday.

Mediterranean.
Your 2516/28 convoy not sighted. E.T.A. 
off Marsanxett 0368/I 1+ figure weather 
report 9890.
(REGENT 0001/28 to Cdr (S) l).

Re withdrawal (C. in C. Med. £091+4/28) 
See Mediterranean Volume.

Your 1601/27. FORMIDABLE has not passed 
Canal and has "been sent to Port Sudan to 
await opportunity. In the meantime she 
is at the disposal of C. in C. East Indies 
for operations against (? Massowa).
(C. in C. Med., 091+2/28 to Admty).

N.O.i/c Malta's 161+5/27 para. 2. There 
has "been full concurrence. (C. in C. Med. , 
1011/28 to Admty).

At early dawn about 10 planes shed parachute 
mines in both harbours and two on Valetta. 
One mine hit and blown up by anti-aircraft 
guns. Considerable damage but casualties 
few. Am putting hospital ship DORSETSHIRE 
in Marsaxlokk 36 invalids. (V.A. Malta 
1120/28, to C. in C. Med).

N.A. Belgrade 111+8/28 see Mediterranean 
Volume.

1. Egypt. 27/2. R.C. Tripoli.
2. Greece. 27/2. 9 Blenheims escorted by
9 Hurricanes attacked Valona aerodrome 
bombs bursting on aerodrome and on hangars 
and buildings. Hurricanes destroyed 7 
CR.1+2 and further 2 CR.1+2 were destroyed 
in collision. 3 Blenheims and 1 Hurricane 
damaged no casualties.
1 Blenheim on A/S patrol between Marsa 
Taclai and Massawa dropped 1000 lbs. of 
bombs near enemy supply vessel proceeding 
South position 15° 1+5* N. 39° 22' E. Blenheim 
damaged by A.A. fire from ship.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1234/28).

/Movements
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Movements
Summary.

REGENT.

Tripoli.

Sweep by 
NUBIAN 
HASTY. 
JAGUAR.

Relief of 
aircraft 
flying 
c r e ws.

ROVER to 
proceed to 
China.

Mines at 
Malta.

984
28.2.19141.
Friday,

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean, (contd).
C. in C. Med 1506/28. See Lion copy only.

Your 0001/28 acknowledged. Mines of 
unknown type laid "by aircraft 280° 6.25  
cables and 290° 4+.7 cables St Elmo light. 
Instructions for entering Marsamxett 
Harbour. (Cdr. (S) 1 14+01/28 to REGENT).

Estimate of German reinforcements. 
(C. in C. M.E. to W.O. 14+20/28).

NUBIAN, HASTY, and JAGUAR are carrying 
out sweep (100%) during dark hours tonight 
commencing near KasteloriBo towards Rhodes 
then back towards Kasteloriao thence 
direct to Alexandria. (Capt. (S) 1 1501/28 
to RORQUAL).

5th S.L. 154+8/28 to C. in C. Med.

On completion of present rest period* and 
outer Suez Canal being open to traffic, 
ROVER is to be sailed to join C. in C. 
China. Report date she will be ready at 
Alexandria. Crew should be adjusted as 
necessary before sailing. (C. in C. Med. 
1552/28 to Capt. (s) l).

My 2208/19.
(i) On 27th two mines exploded spontaneously 
off Slieraa Front. Two mines exploded of
St. Julians Bay, possibly caused by Diesel 
engined Gozo boat which was blown up.
(ii) Weather conditions similar to those 
referred to in para. 2 of my 2208/19.
(V.A. Malta 1556/28).

/Suez
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COPPJECTIQN,
C*in G, Mediterranean*s 1306/28 Fob, subject movements summary number 188 Eastern Mediterranean*,
In two places for 825 Squadron" j)lease road

" Inshore Squadron"'

A*C,N.-S.<T)
V.C.N*S*n.C.N.:S.(F)
C.S.O to 1st S.L* 
Ops (4)
0.-D%-5rO.D.8.

F*0. S by courier.
Mails*Movements*
M. (3)

1306/28

D,P,-S„
E» P.S..D of p(3)
P,T.D(4)D. T,.D(M)
D.E.w.D(3) 
iidm* Chalmers.
N.I.C* Australia House.
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f a t t y ? '  ,  \^  j~*t )
MESSAGE 1306/28th February-* IN

From C, in C. Mediterranean. Date. 28,2*41 
Reed. 2101

)

Naval Code (0) (Secret) by W/T

Addressed Mediterranean Fleet (? S,0.Minesweepers 
Malta Force) , S.O. 201 Group, B.N.A.Athens,
V.A.Malta, 122, S.O.Force H. , S.O.Force I,-
825 Souadron, F.O.C.North Atlantic. 828. R.A.Alexandria,
S .B.N. 0.,Suez Canal Area 803, S.B.N.O.Suda Bay,
N.O.i/c Haifa.

IMPORTANT.,
•

Movements summary number 188 eastern Mediterranean •
S/M H.M.S.RORQUAL left Alexandria 1800/26 through 032°
00’ North (? 028°) 30* East and 034° 00’ North 028°
00’ East to Patras in Southern Aegean keeping south East 
of Scarpanto night 28th/lst. H .M .S .TRIUMPH on patrol 
Calabria, H.M.S,UTMOST operating in Hammamet Gulf and 
H.M.S.URSULA patrolling west of Tripoli (Libya). H.M.S. 
REGENT due Malta 1st March from Tripoli (Libya)
(2) French ship PROVIDENCE three funnels grey hull 
showing lights has safe conduct leaves Beirut 0300/1 for 
Marseilles via Messina passing 12 miles south of Gauda 
Mende to Calabrian coast 20 miles east Stilo Point thence 12 
miles south of Cape Del Armi speed 10-g- knots. H.M.S.AJAX , - 
H.M.A.S.PERTH H.M.S.NUBIAN H.M.S.JAGUAR H.M.S.HASTY 
operating south east of Rhodes. H.M.S.AJAX H.M.A.S.PERTH 
pass ICaso Straits night 28th/lst and remain in southern 
Aegean. H.M.Ships NUBIAN JAGUAR HASTY arrive Aieocandida 
]/,m. 1st. H.M.S. BONA VENTURE due Alexandria A.M. 1st.
H.M.Ships DECOY HERO pass south of Crete due Suda Bay

' .A.M, 1st. H.M.S.LADYBIRD at Famagusta,,, Convoy A N 16 
escort H.M.Ships COVENTRY GREYHOUND H.M.C.N.ST. CROIX 
MOONSTONE (? left) port Said 1500/26th Speed 7 knots and 
A N F 16 escort H.M.S.CALCUTTA H.M.A.S.VAMPIRET^M.'S. 
HOTSPUR left Port Said 1000/27th (?to) pass Kaso night of 
28th/lst due Suda Bay and Piraeus 2nd March.

H.M.S.ORION leaves Alexandria for Port Said p.m.
28th returning 2nd March. H.M.S.WRYNECK H.M.A.S.WATERHEN 
2 Corvettes in 825 Squadron being joined by H.M.A.S.STUART 
2nd March. Benghazi closed to shipping, S.0*Force I at 
Mersa Tobruh, T.0.0. 1304/28th,

1306/28.
V.C.N.S .
A.C.N.S.(T)
a .c .n .s .(f )
C. S.O. to 1st S.L. Ops.(4)
O.D,(5)
0. D.8*
0*1 .C. (2)
1. P.(3)
D. S.D.9,
D.A./.S.W.
w.»r
F.O.S, by courier. 
Mails,
Movts,
M , ( 3 )

Advance copy sent 
Ops, 0.D..0.I.C, 

Passed F,0.(S)
E.P.S.
D. of P.(3)
D.T.D.(4)
d .t .d .(m )
D.E.W.D.(3)
Adml. Chalmers.
N.L.0.Australian House.
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Suez Canal.

lk j*6C + -

Air Operations.

DORSETSHIRE 
(Hospital ship)

DORSETSHIRE.

W.S.6.
Ammunition.
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28.2.191*1.Friday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

1

Mediterranean, (contd).
Reply to C. in 0. Med 1550/21* re locating 
mines (D.M.S. 1756/28 amended 2205/1). 

t hst/M -  fie*)*/
138 Q B B Malta. Marsamxett harbour is 
dangerous due to mines laid in following 
approx position.
Instructions for Ship entering.
(V.A.Malta 1625/28).

Combined Services report Malta up to 
1700 hours 28/2. All times G.M.T.
Glenn Martin photographic R.C., Maddelena. 
Cagliari, Elmas and Alghero at special 
request S.O. Force H.
At early dawn 10 unidentified enemy aircraft 
dropped parachute mines in and off Grand 
Harbour and Marsa Scirocco Harbour 2 of 
which exploded in Valletta causing 
considerable damage and casualties. A.A. 
claim 1 aircraft unconfirmed destroyed.
One mine hit and exploded by A.A. before 
reaching ground.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Med 1735/28).

Leaves Malta about 1800/28 for Eastern Medn. 
passing North of Medina Bank. (V.A. Malta 
1821/28 to REGENT).

Hospital ship. Sailed 1800 for Haifa. 
(V.A. Malta 1916/28).

Your 1159/25. Air reconnaissance today. 
Maddalena. Algheiro aerodrome. Cagliari. 
(V.A. Malta 2213/28 to S.O.Force H).

Following is repetition of my l6i|6/19.
(No trace of previous receipt) Admiralty 
337. From c / i n  C. Med. Admiralty 1722/15. 
Request confirmation that quantity in W.S.6. 
contains appropriate proportion of high 
explosive. Semi-armour piercing only 
is mentioned 16U6/19. (C. in C. Med, 23j>7/28)

• f z n f i . / ' i  / •  (3"i
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28.2.1941*
War Diary. Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

O l e a nder.
East Indies.
My 1500/27 and 2026/25. LEANDER on 
completing with, fuel is to escort Oiler PEARLEAF towards Colombo until 1300Z/1. 
Amended rendezvous for LEANDER and CANBERRA 
will be ordered. (C. in C. E.I. OI0 6 Z/ 2 8  
to LEANDSR).

Orders for
DORSETSHIRE..

My 0920 and 1108/26 DORSETSHIRE is now to 
remain with GLASGOW and Force Z until 
010° N. DORSETSHIRE is then to proceed to 
Port Victoria Seychelles for fuel, arriving 
a.m/5. (C. in C. E.I. 0510Z/28 to DORSETSHIRE).

k Sinking of 
^ RAMB I. L E A N S I K  . My 07M+Z/27. No damage to LEANDER. Last 

sentence should read. Begins. Intend 
transferring prisoners and guard to 
capacity of oiler PEARLEAF. Ends. (LEANDER 
0915Z/27). T LEANDER’s memo k k / 2 7 .  (l) RAMB one was a 
Raider which left Massowa 20/2 with orders 
to proceed toward N.E.I. pending further instructions, (ii) Intention was to attack 
commerce while on passage. (iii) Raider 
opened fire under Naval ensign, (iv) Sunk 
by LEANDER's fire not by scuttling action.
(v) Raider failed to communicate encounter 
with LEANDER to any one. (vi) Oiler PEARLEAF 
with all prisoners expects to arrive Colombo 
0300Z/2. (vii) Intend to suppress all news 
of above from present. (C. in C. E.I. 1014Z/28) 
Please ascertain from survivors of RAMB I 
whether she was to co-operate with German 
raiders, and if so any further details 
obtainable. (D.D.I.C. 1553/28 to C. in C.E.l)

CANBERRA. 
^ LEANDER. Orders (C. in C. E.I. 11U4Z/28) See 

Operations Volume.

B.N. 17. Convoy B.N. 17 Port Sudan portion arrived 
28/2 BRITISH TRADER, KINDAT, TONJER, 
SUBADAR. (N.O.I.C. Port Sudan 1149Z/28 to Admty).

/Convoy
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War Diary.

Convoy
B.S .17 .

Air Attack 
on supply 
ship.

Mogadiscio,
Merchant
Service
captives.

RANCHI.

Routeing of 
Shipping.

28.2.1941.Friday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies, (contd).
Sailing telegram (i) B.S. 17 Port Sudan 
Portion (ii) 0415Z/28. (vi) FLAMINGO, YARRA. 
(N.O.I/C Port Sudan 1152Z/28).

See Mediterranean H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 12^4/28.

Request British Merchant Service prisoners 
rescued at Mogadiscio he interrogated. 
Information on following points required. 
(D.D.I.C. 1245/28 to N.O.I.C. Mombasa).

Cancel my 1348/24. (C. in C. E.I, 1527/28 
to RANCHI).

Adty. 1310/23.
(i) I have ordered Shipping in Mozambique 
Channel (?area) between 019° S. and 034° S. 
into North and Southbound Lanes each forty 
miles wide, the inner lane being about 20 
miles from general trend of coast.
(ii) I intend this to be only a temporary 
protective measure against present raider 
threat, my hope being that change will 
remain undiscovered for a short time and if 
the raider attacks as heretofore, he will 
draw a blank. As a permanent measure I 
consider additional concentration over such 
a long distance would be unsound until 
more ships and (?aircraft) are available
to protect routes throughout.
(iii) With reference to my 1522/7/1 para 2 
I intend the Southern boundary line (line 
B) shall be to north of Seychelles and that 
all shipping to and from Mozambique Channel 
shall pass within about 300 miles of Mombasa. 
(C. in C. E.I. 201CZ/28).
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China,
Bearings Bearings obtained by Simonstown D/F, Auckland
ASAKA Naa -*- Waipapakauhi and Awarua D/F Stations are of

Japanese Special Service Ship ASAKA^proceedin 
Yokohama to Lisbon via Panama Canal.
Bearings place unit in vicinity of Canary 
Islands 2248 G.M.T/27. (C.O.I.S. Singapore 
0 3 4 1 2 / 2 8 ).

Japanese My 1649/19. San Francisco reports from
Demand for U.S. Naval Intelligence Officer there
Charts. has been recent heavy demand for navigation

Charts of Southern, Central and Western 
Pacific and Islands by Masters of Japanese 
Merchant vessels in U.S. ports. (N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa, 12.53/28 to Capt O.S. Singapore).

America & West Indies.
ROYAL Halifax arrival from T.C.9. (S.O.I.
SOVEREIGN. Halifax, 1442/28 to Admty).

WOLFE. Halifax departure WOLFE Ocean escort S.C.24. 
(S.O.I. Halifax, 1505/28).

NITIEI MARU. My 2001/27, another tanker NITIEI MARU
sailed Los Angeles 22/2 cargo aviation base 
petrol in dirty tanks previously used for 
diesel known. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1519/28 
to Capt O.S. Singapore).

PRINCE ROBERT. C. in C. A.W.I 0952/27. PRINCE ROBERT
urgently requires 30 days refit after 
arrival in Canadian waters with AWATEA 
mid March. Anticipate she cannot arrive 
Suva earlier than 50/4. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 
1559/28 to N.Z.N.B).

S.C. 24. C.O.A.C. Halifax 1329/24 and 1044/25.
Deletions and Additions.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax, I602/ 28).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Suspected
Raiders.

Australia.
Following signals received from S.O.(l) 
Kingston, reliability 0.0. and B.O.
respectively.
(1) Master of WASHINGTON EXPRESS on arrival 
Balboa reports at 0100/8 in 010° N. 087° W. 
cargo ship estimated 5000 tons, two masted, 
one funnel, believed flush deck forward, 
passed on opposite course. Master suspicious 
owing to alteration first toward then
away. Stranger fired three signal lights 
white turning red in flight, also flashed 
morse continuously ending signal N.C. once. 
No. W/T heard T.0.0. 1556/14.
(2) British ship SUFFOLK reports when in 
014° 4 2 ’ S. 092® 4 0 ’ W. at 0855 G.M.T./21 
intercepted on 600 metres following;r 
Begins RRRR followed by suspicious vessel 
ends. Estimated by strength of signal 
ship, near above position. Ends. T.0.0. 
1038/27. Reference Para (2) could any 
British or Allied Ship have been near the 
position. (D.D.I.O. 1508/28 to A.O.N.B).

HOBART on arrival Fremantle. (A.C.N.B. 
23552/28).

F.0.0. Australian 
Squadron.

Naval Board Melbourne’s 07372/26. F.O.G. 
Australian Squadron will hoist his flag in
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War

LESSEE.

Collier.

MAJA.

MONBALDO.

RAMB. I.

Diary.
28. 2, 19U1. 
Friday.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

German ship LESSEE has sailed. Particu
lars of departure not known. (Consul, 
Vigo, 2000/28, to Adraty.)

6000 tons belonging to Stinnes Line, 
reported mined in first week of February 
in Lower Elbe. (Air Staff Opnl., Summary
98.)

Danish (2203 tons) reported mined in 
first week of February in Lov/er Elbe. 
(Air Staff Opnl.,Summary 98.)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Para reports MONBALDO moved anchorage 
to seaward approx. , position 1° 19 min*, 
Sth. ,1+8° 30’ W. (N.S.O.(I) Monte Video, 
2229Z/28.)

See East Indies.
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Ships
attacked.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

HOLMELEA. British 4223 tons. Following has Been 
read. SSSS de GCK. Position 54. 24 N. , 
17.25 HOLMELEA gunned (by unknown attacker) 
Valentia Radio, 0124/28,0129/28.)SSSS de 
GLV 54- 24 N. , 17, 25 W. , HOLMELEA attacked by unknown craft. Send immediate 
assistance. (Landsend Radio, 0136/28, 
T.O.R. 0242.) SSSS de HOLMELEA. 54*15 N., 
17.45 W., HOLMELEA attacked by unknown craft, machine-gunned. (Burnham Radio, 
0141/28.) Proceed to assistance of HOLME
LEA being gunned by U boat in 054° 24* N., 
017° 25'W.,at 0224. (C. in C. W.A. , 0245/28, to WHITEHALL.) Unable to find HOLMELEA proceeding Londonderry to refuel 
54° 30’ 16° 20’ (weather). (WHITEHALL, 
1800/28, to C. in C. W.A.) fe*. ftps 98/,

KASONGO
DIALA.(torpedoed
25727T

Arrived CAMPANULA with 38 survivors from 
KASONGO, escorting DIALA. (F.O.I.C. 
Greenock 0709/28, to C. in C. W.A.)

CLAN
OGILVY,S/m. sighted.

SSSS de CLAN OGILVY, 7 H 18 N 14 R 26 W., 
Submarine sighted 1900 G.M.T. (Freetown 
W/T T.O.R. 1909Z/28.)

MANISTEE (torpedoed 
23/2.)

Your 2205/27 received 1743/28. (requesting confirmation H.M.S. MANISTEE should be presumed lost.). No further information 
of MANISTEE or of her ships company has 
yet been reported. (F.O.C.N.P. 2220/28, 
to Admty.)

S/m's reportediM tt— Following bearings of German U/Boat obtained at 1807/28. (D.D.I.C.1911/28.)

1337. About 55.50 N., 10° W., very indefinite. 
(D.S• 543 *)*

/1832 Following
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1832.

1909-
G.M.T.

Estimated 
u7bT ~
dispositions.

28. 2. ui.
Friday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Following bearings of German U/Boat 
obtained on at 1832/28. (D.D.I.C. 
1919/28.)

Ref. Admty., message AF. Position 
7° 18’ N., 14° 26’ W., at 1909/28 
G.M.T. (D.D.I.C. 2133/28.)

Geman 3 N.W. of Hebrides may be 30 
miles of (a) 59° N.,8° W., (b) 59° 30' 
N. , 11° 38’ W., (c) 61° N. , 13° W.
5 or 6 between 52° N., and 6l° N.,near
20 N. , 
N. ,
258
30’
W.w.

W.> may be respectively about 52° 
53° N. , 55° 30’ N. , 58° N. , 59°30’ 
6l° IT. Possibly one near 60° N., 
W. 1 1|0 miles of 58° 30’ N. , l66
W. , 1 1)0 miles of 56° N. , 17° 30’ 
1 30 miles of 5k° 30’ N., 17° 30’ 
1 30 miles of 55° 50’ N. 10° W.

1 St. Georges Channel.
2 patrolling 100 - 150 miles West of 
Usbant.

Italian. 3 in 1T.W. Approaches. 
(D. D\ l7c. li|48/28.)


