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CHAPTER 66
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES, PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATURE
J.6601. General

1. Regular personnel are not to take an active part in the affairs of any political
organisation, party or movement. They are not to participate in political marches or
demonstrations.

2. No restriction is to be placed upon attendance at political meetings of such personnel
provided uniform is not worn, Service duties are not impeded and no action is taken which
could bring the Service into disrepute.

J.6602. Political Activities in Service Establishments

1. All forms of political activity, including political meetings and speeches, are prohibited
in Service establishments. Canvassers may visit, and motor cars used for carrying electors to
the poll may call at, married quarters and families’ hostels to which there is normal access
direct from the public highway. Where access is by Service roads and there is no separate
entrance, access to married quarters will be at the discretion of the Commanding Officer under
such conditions as he/she may approve. Information about party programmes or policies is not
to be made available through Service journals or information rooms; nor is any propaganda
issued by or on behalf of a political party to be distributed in Service institutions. No publicity
is to be given in Service establishments to meetings, fetes, or similar activities having a political
association.

J.6603. Service Facilities and Speakers

1. No Service facilities, including Service aircraft and motor transport, are to be used at,
or in connection with, any function the purpose of which is to further the interests of a political
party or an organization having controversial aims, nor are Service bands to play at such
functions. Where requests are received from political groups for Service speakers to lecture or
give a presentation, these should be referred for action to the Secretariat (via FLEET-DCS
PQS MAILBOX) who will reply direct to the group; if there is uncertainty about the nature of
any organization, the Secretariat should be consulted.

J.6604. Parliamentary Candidature

1. Attention is called to the Servants of the Crown (Parliamentary Candidature) Order
1960 reproduced at J.Annex 66Awith which members of the Armed Forces to whom that Order
applies are required to comply.

2. In addition, no member of the Armed Forces to whom that Order would apply may
announce themselves in any manner as a candidate for election to the European Parliament,
the Parliament of the Irish Republic or to any legislative assembly of the Commonwealth.
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J.6605. Release of Parliamentary Candidates

1. Any person to whom the Order mentioned in Para J.6604 sub para 1 applies, and who
desires to stand as a parliamentary candidate, or who seeks election as in Para J.6604 sub
para 2, must make application through normal Service channels to retire voluntarily or to resign
or to be granted a free discharge. In their own interests they should make application as early
as possible. Approval of an application will depend on the exigencies of the Service. An
unsuccessful candidate will have no right to reinstatement. A candidate or prospective
candidate must take all steps within their power to ensure that no public announcement of their
candidature or prospective candidature is made before they have retired or resigned or been
discharged.

(Navy only): Commanding Officers are to obtain immediately from the Secretariat (02392 62
5222) application forms together with detailed procedures to be followed in dealing with
requests from RN/RM personnel to stand as Parliamentary Candidates. All completed forms
are to be forwarded without delay to the Secretariat, copied to the Naval Secretary and to the
appropriate Branch/Career Managers within the Directorate of Naval Personnel (DNPERS)
organisation.

J.6606. Candidates in Local Government Elections

1. Serving personnel may not accept membership of any local authority, or allow
themselves to be nominated for election to any such body, without the permission of the
Ministry of Defence.

2. A member of the Armed Forces who is recalled for service while they are a member
of a local authority is to report such membership to their Commanding Officer.

3. Serving personnel who are permitted by MOD to be nominated for election to any local
authority may only stand as independent candidates, they are not to stand as candidates for
any political organization, party or movement, and, if elected, are not to involve themselves in
any way in the affairs of any such organization, party or movement.

J.6607. Trade Unions

1. Regular Service personnel may become members of civilian trade unions and
professional associations in order to enhance their trade skills and professional knowledge and
as an aid to resettlement into civilian life. They are not to participate in industrial action or in
any form of political activity organised by civilian trade unions or professional associations.

2. No restriction is to be placed upon the attendance at meetings of civilian trade unions
or professional associations or at courses of instruction run by such organisations where
attendance at such a meeting or course is intended to enhance trade skills or knowledge.
Attendance at such meetings and courses is to be subject to the proviso that uniform is not to
be worn, Service duties are not impeded, and no action is taken which would bring the Service
into disrepute.
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3. Service Facilities and Speakers. No Service facilities, including Service aircraft and
motor transport, are to be used at, or in connection with, any function the purpose of which is
to further the interests of a trade union or professional association, nor are Service bands to
play at such functions. Where requests are received from either of these groups for Service
speakers to lecture or give a presentation, these should be referred for action to the Secretariat
who will reply direct to the group. If there is uncertainty about the nature of any organisation,
the Ministry of Defence should also be consulted.
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J.ANNEX 66A

SERVANTS OF THE CROWN (PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATURE) ORDER, 1960

AT THE COURT AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE
The 11th day of May, 1960

Present,
THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL

Whereas by the Servants of the Crown (Parliamentary Candidature) Order, 1950, provision
was made for regulating the right of servants of the Crown to become candidates at
Parliamentary elections;

And whereas it appears expedient to Her Majesty, on representation made to Her by the
Treasury, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the Admiralty, the Army Council and the Air
Council, to make further provision in relation to the matter aforesaid:

Now, therefore, Her Majesty is pleased, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, to order,
and it is hereby ordered, as follows:-

1.
(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this Article, this Order shall apply to any
person who for the time being is employed in the civil service of the Crown, whether in an
established capacity or not and whether for the whole or part of his time, or is a member
of any of the regular armed forces of the Crown or an officer of the Territorial Army in
receipt of a consolidated allowance under the Regulations for the Territorial Army.

(2) This Order shall not apply to:

(@) A person, being an officer on the retired or emergency list of any of the regular
armed forces of the Crown, or holding an emergency commission in any of those
forces, or belonging to any reserve of officers of any of those forces, by reason of his
being a member of those forces;

(b) A naval, army, marine or air force pensioner, who is recalled for service for
which he is liable as such, by reason of his being a member of the regular armed
forces of the Crown;

(c)  An Admiral of the Fleet, a Field Marshal or a Marshal of the Royal Air Force, if
he does not for the time being hold an appointment in the naval, military, air or civil
service of the Crown;

(d) A person who is a member of the Royal Observer Corps, by reason of his being
such a member, unless he is employed as such for the whole of his time;

(e) A person employed in an industrial grade or in such a grade as may from time
to time be certified by the Department concerned with the approval of the Treasury to
be an industrial grade for the purposes of this Order;
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(f) A person employed in such a grade as may from time to time be certified by the
Department concerned with the approval of the Treasury to be a minor and
manipulative grade for the purposes of this Order, not being a person employed in a
constabulary under the control of the Admiralty, Army Council or Air Council.

2. Subject to the provisions of Article 3 hereof, no person to whom this Order applies shall
issue an address to electors or in any other manner publicly announce himself or allow himself
to be publicly announced as a candidate or prospective candidate for election to Parliament
for any constituency.

3. A person who is, by virtue of the National Service Act, 1948, serving for a term of whole-
time service in the Royal Navy, the Royal Marines, the Army or the Royal Air Force, may
publicly announce himself or allow himself to be publicly announced as a candidate or
prospective candidate for election to Parliament for any constituency, but shall not, while so
serving, issue an address to electors or in any other way actively participate in any political
activities.

4. In this Order the following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned
to them:

‘Civil Service of the Crown’ includes Her Majesty’s Foreign Service;

‘Regular Armed Forces of the Crown’ means the Royal Navy, the regular forces as defined
by Section 225 of the Army Act, 1955, the regular Air Force as defined by Section 223 of
the Air Force Act, 1955, the Women’s Royal Naval Service, Queen Alexandra’s Royal
Naval Nursing Service and Voluntary Aid Detachments serving with the Royal Navy.

5.
(1) This Order applies to women as it applies to men.
(2) The Interpretation Act, 1889, shall apply to the interpretation of this Order as it applies
to the interpretation of an Act of Parliament.
6.
(1) This Order may be cited as the Servants of the Crown (Parliamentary Candidature)
Order, 1960.
(2) The Servants of the Crown (Parliamentary Candidature) Order, 1950, is hereby
revoked.
W.G. Agmew.
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