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Richard grew up in Shropshire and joined the Royal Navy from school in 
May 1986. 
 
Specialising as a Hydrographic Surveyor in 1990, his early career saw him 
serving in HM Ships ROEBUCK, HERALD, HECLA and BULLDOG 
conducting surveys in home waters and the Atlantic before taking charge of 
a demanding yet enjoyable detached boat survey in Tortola, West Indies, in 
support of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  He then deployed to the 
South Atlantic in HMS ENDURANCE where he again took charge of 
detached survey operations but in the rather cooler waters of South 
Georgia. 
 
On completion of the Hydrographic ‘Long Course’ in 1995, Richard was 
appointed Operations Officer in HMS ROEBUCK and conducted surveys in 
the Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman.  On return to the UK, he took 

command of HMS BITER and the Manchester and Salford University Royal Naval Unit. 
 
Rejoining the Hydrographic Squadron in 1998 as First Lieutenant HMS SCOTT, he was subsequently 
selected to be the first Executive Officer in HMS ECHO in 2001.  Joining the ship in build he oversaw 
the transition from steel hull to operational warship and had the privilege of commanding her as she 
made her maiden passage ‘east of Suez’ in 2004.  Conducting surveys in the North Arabian Gulf, 
ECHO supported Operation TELIC ensuring the freedom of navigation of warships and merchant 
shipping which was vital to the economic reconstruction of Iraq.  
 
A tour in the Equipment Capability area of MOD saw Richard bring into service the Environmental Risk 
Management Capability (Sonar), designed to minimise the risk of any interference of naval underwater 
operations on marine mammals.  This was followed by the Advanced Command and Staff Course in 
2006.   
 
An appointment in Fleet Operations at Northwood followed where he was responsible for managing the 
UK Fishery Protection contract and the scheduling of the Royal Navy Survey and Fishery Protection 
vessels.  This, however, was cut short when he volunteered to return to the Gulf in 2008 where he was 
the Maritime Component Commander’s Liaison Officer based in Basra, Iraq. 
 
Returning once again to the hydrographic community, he took command of the Coastal Survey Vessel 
HMS ROEBUCK in August 2009, conducting strategic surveys around the coast of the UK.  On 
ROEBUCK’s decommissioning, he took Command of MCM 2 Crew 6 in July 2010.  Initially based in 
HMS LEDBURY, he then commanded HMS MIDDLETON in the Arabian Gulf conducting Operation 
KIPION MCM.  Promoted to Commander in June 2011, he briefly commanded MCM2 Crew 5 in HMS 
CHIDDINGFOLD before returning to Crew 6 in HMS ATHERSTONE. 
 
Joining Commodore Naval Personnel Strategy in Sep 2011, Richard was the Naval Life Management 
desk officer responsible for various personnel policies including the development of the Armed Forces 
Covenant.  Accepting a further sea command assignment in May 2013, Richard returned to sea as the 
Commander HMS PROTECTOR and spent an exciting two years representing UK interests in the 
Antarctic, Caribbean and West Africa. 
 
Returning to Navy Command Headquarters in April 2015, Richard was responsible for the policy, 
governance and assurance of the Naval Service Recovery Pathway for the Wounded, Injured and Sick; 
Naval Service Casualty Notification; Trauma Risk Management & Operational Stress Management and 
the planning and execution of the Funerals and Memorial Services of those entitled to Special 
Honours. 
 
Fulfilling a long ambition, Richard was selected as Commanding Officer HMS TEMERAIRE in January 
2018. 


