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AIM OF SUBJECT

GMDSS is an internationally agreed-upon set of safety procedures, types of 
equipment, and communication protocols used to increase safety and make it 
easier to rescue distressed ships, boats and aircraft. As a professional maritime 
organisation it is important that you have a good understanding of GMDSS, 
knowledge of how each part works and how to react effectively when utilised.  

OUTLINE SYLLABUS

The subject is classroom based and describes all parts of the GMDSS system 
and its implementation within the worldwide maritime community, how the 
equipment operates, how vessels in distress should use them and how rescue 
organisation or craft should react when receiving distress information.
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