
 

 

The Ramsey News 
 
 
SIX WEEKS TO GO! 
 
Friends and Families, 
 
Greetings from the increasingly 
warm Arabian Gulf where MCM1 
Crew 1 are ramping up for the 
handover and looking forward to 
returning to their loved ones. 
 

It has been a busy three months for 
the crew with visits to Dubai and 
Qatar, an intense support period 
packed with VIPs and involvement 
in the world’s largest Mine Counter 
Measures exercise! 
 

 
HMS SHOREHAM Sails for IMCMEX 2013 

 

Our last newsletter finished with the 
crew intensely looking forward to 
CO’s week in Dubai, where many 
of you kindly came out to visit us, a 
trip which is greatly appreciated 
and makes all the difference in 
making the deployment more 
manageable.  For those who did 
not make the trip, rest assured your 
loved ones are anticipating getting 
home even more than the rest of 
us. 

 
 
 
 
After a week relaxing, tanning and 
recharging in Dubai the programme 
immediately picked up at the now 
familiar rapid pace, moving straight 
into a two-week period of route 
survey (our primary tasking) broken 
up with a regional engagement visit 
to Qatar.   
 
Qatar was added to the growing list 
of countries in the Gulf we have 
visited this trip, some members of 
the Ship’s company experiencing 
the city of Doha, renowned for its 
history of pearl production (maybe 
some surprises when everyone 
gets home?!).  We also took this 
opportunity to play football against 
our paired crew from HMS 
QUORN, a game which showered 
RAMSEY’s crew with a glorious 
victory.  
 

 
RAMSEY and QUORN’s football teams at Doha 

Rugby Club, Qatar 

 
Continuing on the sporting theme, 
a combined team of Rugby players 
from the Royal Navy personnel 



deployed in Bahrain took on the 
Bahrain Rugby Football Club 
Veterans. Despite only having 3 
training sessions the team gave an 
impressive performance narrowly 
losing 21-17, with a break in the 
final minute nearly tipping it for the 
RN team. 
 

 
The combined RN rugby team warms up for the 

match against Bahrain Vets 

 
In the UK you may have heard of 
MacMillan Cancer Support’s “Big 
Night In” appeal.  RAMSEY’s 
Senior Rates’ mess took up the 
idea and prepared RAMSEY’s own 
“Big Night In” turning 01 Deck 
forward (the largest open part of 
the Ship) in to a BBQ and horse 
racing night.  An excellent night 
attended by every member of the 
Ship’s company with a total of £330 
(before gift aid) was raised for the 
charity and the obligatory Karaoke 
session to close it all off. 
 

 
The Senior Rates hosting the “Big Night In” 

 
Continuing to provide a service to 
any Ships that come alongside in 

Bahrain, RAMSEY’s dive team 
conducted dives on a UAE warship 
and one of the RN’s new Type 45 
Destroyers, HMS DRAGON.  In 
both instances the team provided 
hull surveys for the ships in 
question, supplying video footage 
of the propellers, steering gear and 
various inlets and outlets which can 
normally only be inspected in a dry 
dock.  
 

 
R L(D)”Lofty”  Lofthouse, PO(D) Chris Betts and Lt 

Cdr Jason White RN dive on HMS DRAGON 

 
The majority of April was taken up 
by our long support period, during 
which external painting took place 
whilst major services were 
conducted in compartments around 
the Ship.  This month-long period 
alongside allowed the Ship’s 
company a small amount of down 
time, during which our now fleet-
wide fame (HMS RAMSEY is one 
of few Ships in the fleet to be 100% 
in date and 100% passed for 
RNFT) for keeping fit was 
maintained with fitness sessions 
available to the team every 
morning, before the heat increased 
in the afternoon (some days 
reaching 40 degrees towards the 
end of April!) 
 



 
Intense work in the engine room during support 

period 

 
As international exercises go they 
don’t get much bigger than the 
International Mine Counter-
Measures Exercise (IMCMEX).  
The 2013 edition was the second of 
its kind, following the inaugural 
exercise in September last year.  
40 nations committed some 35 
ships as well as minehunting 
helicopters, dive teams and various 
remotely operated submersible 
vehicles.  For RAMSEY this took us 
to the Southern Arabian Gulf, as 
part of a task group (one of several 
task groups making up the task 
force) including HMS QUORN, and 
other minehunters from around the 
world.The group conducted 4 days 
of minehunting whilst practising 
information flow between units and 
replenishing as necessary from 
Afloat Support Base RFA 
CARDIGAN BAY.  More details of 
the exercise can be found on the 
RN website and in the June 2013 
edition of Navy News.  I would like 
to encourage you all to check HMS 
RAMSEY’s page on the Royal 
Navy website regularly, where all 
our media updates are posted 
regularly. 
 

 
RAMSEY’s dive team after a drill mine recovery 

 

 
Lt Max Wilmot inspecting RAMSEY’s 2093 sonar 

 
Having returned alongside, the 
Ship is going through a period of 
inspections, ensuring that 
everything is in order for Crew 6 to 
take over in mid-July.   
 
Since our last newsletter I would 
like to add congratulations to new 
fathers ET(ME) Jamie Nicholls and 
L(D) Lofthouse who have even 
more to look forward to on their 
return than the rest of us! 
 
We hope to see as many of you as 
possible at Brize Norton on our 
return, details of which we will 
promulgate in our next (and final) 
newsletter. 


