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The Royal Navy enables secure access to the sea and uses the 
global freedom it offers to contribute to a broad range of activities around the 
world in support of other government departments. Amidst a future security environment characterised by more 
uncertainty than we would wish, the wider maritime community is key in providing ‘security at sea’, and is synonymous with 
‘security on our streets’.

In this Olympic year, the Royal Navy will continue 
its ongoing task of protecting the integrity of UK home waters.

The Royal Navy works closely with the Serious Organised Crime 
Agency and UK Border Agency to protect from the threats of 
terrorism and drug smuggling.

The Royal Navy also provides security for our offshore energy 
installations.

Along with her sister armed forces, the Royal Navy is supporting 
the Home Offi ce with security for the 2012 London Olympic and 
Para-Olympic Games.

Royal Marine Commandos from Fleet Protection Group are 
working alongside the Metropolitan Police to secure the River 
Thames. During the games they will be able to respond at a 
moments notice to events on or around the water.

Helicopters of the Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm will be operating in 
the skies above the capital:

Sea King airborne surveillance and control aircraft are going to 
use their state of the art radar to help civil forces look after the 
population.

Supporting the Home Offi ce 
with Olympic security
SECURITY AT HOME

The Royal Navy’s Lynx helicopters will be on hand to react to 
events and will embark Royal Marine and RAF Regiment snipers 
in their role protecting the city.

HMS Bulwark is to be stationed off Weymouth as a command 
and control platform providing security for events surrounding 
the Olympic sailing competition.

HMS Ocean will operate in the Thames and will function as a 
landing platform for Royal Navy and Royal Air Force helicopters 
and provide accommodation for some of the 13,500 service 
personnel involved in the games.

PROMOTING UKPLC
The percentage of global GDP attributed to maritime 
trade is growing steadily year on year. The UK maritime 
sector has an annual turnover of more than £55bn. easily 
beyond the combined UK defence budget. This sector 
relies on security at sea, the freedom of the shipping 
lanes and the stability provided by the Royal Navy

The defence sector employs nearly 300,000 personnel 
and turns over £35bn a year, which includes more than 
£7bn in export sales. The links between UK industry and 
the Royal Navy are well established and the UK continues 
to support British business in numerous ways. For 
example through the demonstration of UK technology 
to foreign governments or at events, such as Defence & 
Security Equipment International, where HMS Dauntless 
took centre stage.

The Royal Navy and the Royal Marines operating as 
part of an Olympic security exercise on the Thames

Assembled in Britain the AgustaWestland Wildcat helicopter was developed 
for the Royal Navy and is expected to be widely exported
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The Royal Navy works closely with many governments around the world to help build confi dence, prevent confl ict, 
and strengthen security. Effective cooperation of this type can avoid the need for external military intervention 
in areas of potential instability. A deployed Royal Navy is always available and the adaptability of ships and 
submarines enables military and government leaders real fl exibility of choice.

RESPONDING ACROSS 
THE GLOBE 
The ability to provide humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief is specifi cally 
required to assist the six UK dependent 
territories in the Caribbean during 
the hurricane season, 
but is also used across 
the globe as in Haiti 
and Sri Lanka. Royal 
Navy personnel draw on 
their core war fi ghting 
skills (such engineering, 
emergency kitchens, fi rst 
aid and medical, damage 
repairs, fi re fi ghting) to 
provide disaster relief and 
humanitarian assistance. 

PROVIDING FISHERY PROTECTION IN 
BRITISH WATERS - Responsible to the 
MMO, the Royal Navy’s Fishery Protection 
Squadron comprises 3 River Class Offshore 
Patrol Vessels which operate in UK waters. 
In the 2010/11 contract year the squadron 
conducted 1486 boardings and detected 
496 infringements of UK and EU fi sheries 
legislation which resulted in penalties 
including warnings, fi nes and the detention 
of fi shing vessels in UK ports.

Based at sea, there is no need to 
draw on a damaged infrastructure 
ashore.

The Stabilisation Unit is an organisation 
set up by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Offi ce, the Department for International 
Development, and the MOD, to respond 
to the myriad of challenges faced by 
fragile or confl ict affected states. The 
unit works to promote self-governance, 
political process, and to pave the way for 
long-term development. The Royal Navy 
contributes training teams and support on 
and off shore. The ability to land assets 
ashore and the logistical ability to maintain 
these assets free from host nation support 
are vital for the Stabilisation Unit to work 
effectively across the globe.

CO-ORDINATING 
UK MARITIME 
SURVEILLANCE - A Cabinet 
Offi ce led, cross-government 
agreement has seen the 
formation of a National 
Maritime Information Centre. 
The National Maritime 
Information Centre has been 
set up to bring together 
representatives of the 
Department for Transport, 
Marine Management 
Organisation, Ministry of 
Defence, Home Offi ce, 
Foreign Commonwealth 
Offi ce, and Department of 
Energy and Climate Change 
into one location to ensure 
the full range of maritime 
security challenges can be 
tackled in partnership across 
government. The Royal 
Navy’s command and control 
infrastructure and maritime 
surveillance capability is 
of upmost importance 
for the National Maritime 
Information Centre.

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
SECURITY AND COOPERATION - The 
Ministry of Defence supports the FCO in 
its efforts to prevent confl ict and creates 
the conditions required for effective state 
building and economic development. The 
Royal Navy delivers international maritime 
security to enable the free, safe and lawful 
use of the seas. Furthermore the FCO has 
drawn on the Royal Navy to conduct large 
scale evacuations of British citizens and 
civilians, as in Lebanon in 2006 and Libya 
in 2011.

GLOBAL UK PRESENCE - Royal Navy 
maritime security deployments to diverse 
areas of the globe are coordinated with 
the FCO and promote UK interests without 
additional cost. These deployments 
provide diplomatic and defence 
engagement opportunities. Such activities 
may include developing bi-lateral working 
relationships, training local maritime forces 
or reaffi rming freedom of navigation in 
contested waters and conducting key 
leadership engagement.

Sailors and Marines in Sri Lanka assisting in 
tsunami relief operations

HMS Mersey’s seaboat preparing to board 
a fi shing vessel
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